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Coro backs Simpson
Incumbent Coromandel MP Scott Simpson has secured a commanding election 

victory as Labour edges National in party vote. KELLEY TANTAU reports.

After a “hard-fought” campaign, 
Scott Simpson has secured 

a mammoth majority of almost 
15,000 votes in the Coromandel, 
marking another milestone in his 
parliamentary career.

But despite the scale of his vic-
tory, the National MP said the 
result was not something he as-
sumed was guaranteed.

“It was a hard-fought cam-
paign,” he told The Profile, “and 
I’m incredibly grateful and hum-
bled by the size of the majority 
that I received on election night 
from people around the Coro-
mandel electorate. But I think that 
nothing can be taken for granted.”

Preliminary results show Simp-
son received 22,004 candidate 
votes of 40,355 votes cast, ahead 
of Labour’s Glen Bennett with 
7072 votes. The remaining votes 
were Green candidate Pamela 
Grealey (4302), NZ First’s Vin-
cent Andersen (3979), ACT’s Mike 
McCormick (2221), NZ Outdoors 
& Freedom party candidate Ray 
Cobb (318), and independent can-
didate Steven Hart (161).

National also led the party vote 
in the Coromandel electorate, re-
ceiving 34.44 per cent, compared 
with Labour’s 19.36 per cent.

Simpson was first elected as an 
MP back in 2011, but said election 
night jitters hadn’t diminished af-
ter 15 years in the job. 

“I’ve been very nervous for the 
last six weeks or so,” he said with 
a laugh. He spent election night 
in Thames with local volunteers,

‘Tick two red’ 
message under 
investigation

A message allegedly encouraging 
voters to tick “two red boxes” for 

Labour was displayed inside Kerepēhi 
School’s polling station on election 
day, prompting a complaint to the 
Electoral Commission, a voter says.

The voter, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, told The Profile they at-
tended the school at about 11am on 
Saturday, November 7, to cast their 
vote in the 2026 General Election.

While waiting inside the class-
room-turned-polling station, they no-
ticed a message written in red marker 
on the whiteboard reading, “Tick Two 
Red Boxes, Whānau,” alongside two 
ticked boxes.

The voter said the message was 
clearly visible to those in the room, 
including two electoral officers, and 
the polling place convenor, and was 
directly in their line of sight when 
completing their voting papers.

The voter said they approached 
the convenor and asked him if it was 
appropriate for the message to be on 
the whiteboard. 

The convenor said, ‘no, it wasn’t’ 
and promptly erased it, they said.

The voter subsequently lodged a 
complaint with the Electoral Com-
mission.

Section 197 of the Electoral Act 
1993 makes it an offence to exhibit or 
leave in a polling place any card or pa-
per containing a direction or indica-
tion as to how a person should vote. 

It also prohibits displaying, on 
polling day, statements in or in view 
of a public place, that advise or are 
intended or likely to influence vot-
ers about which candidate or party 
to support. A person convicted of an

By KELLEY TANTAU

CONTINUED ON P2

Coromandel MP Scott 
Simpson thanks voters in 

2026 using the same thank-
you sign from his first elec-

tion campaign in 2011. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

CONTINUED ON P2
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A 44-year-old man is before the 
courts following several recent 
burglaries in the Whiritoa area.

Sergeant Cameron Young said 
in the past week, Police were 
made aware of around nine bur-
glaries in the area north of Waihī.  

“Whiritoa is a small commu-
nity, and they understandably 
became increasingly frustrated 
with these incidents.

Police conducted a search war-
rant at a Whitiroa address on 
November 7.

A significant amount of alleged 
stolen property was located and 
recovered, and the man was tak-
en into custody at the scene.

“We acknowledge these recent 
incidents would have been in-
credibly unsettling for the Whiti-
roa community, and we hope this 
arrest brings reassurance that we 
work hard to hold offenders to 
account,” Sergeant Young said.

The man was due to appear in 
Hamilton District Court on No-
vember 9, charged with burglary 
and breach of bail.

Police said enquiries were 
continuing, and further charges 
couldn’t be ruled out.

Bail-breaching 
burglar busted 

family, and friends, but made 
time earlier in the day to clear 
his head with a walk along 
the Hauraki Rail Trail, from 
Thames to the Kōpū Bridge 
and back.

“It gave me an opportunity 
to do some thinking, clear my 
head, and just take an hour or 
so out of the hurly burly of poli-
tics,” he said.

Looking ahead, his focus re-
mained on representing the 
Coromandel’s interests in Par-
liament.

“It’s a job I take very seri-
ously,” he said. “It’s a role that 

is important, and it’s one that I 
am very passionate about.”

However, with the final 
shape  of the next government 
still uncertain following elec-
tion night, Simpson said he was 
waiting alongside the rest of the 
country to see what unfolds.

Because while Simpson’s  
result was a commanding vic-
tory, the nationwide election 
outcome delivered a different 
set of results.

Nationally, the preliminary 
party vote was extremely close, 
with Labour emerging as the 
largest party by party votes, 
securing 710,330 votes (29.36 

per cent), narrowly ahead of 
National on 706,680 (29.21 
per cent). However, the pre-
liminary seat allocation puts 
National ahead in Parliament 
with 42 seats, compared with 
Labour’s 36.

The Greens received 321,902 
party votes (13.30 per cent), 
giving them 16 seats, while ACT 
secured 13 seats with 10.92 per 
cent of the party vote. New 
Zealand First won 12 seats with 
9.78 per cent, the Opportu-
nity Party secured seven seats 
with 5.96 per cent, and Te Pāti 
Māori received five seats with 
0.57 per cent of the party vote.

Coro backs Simpson for another term
CONTINUED FROM P1

offence under section 197 can 
face a fine of up to $20,000. 

Ministry of Education guide-
lines state schools and their 
boards must remain politically 
impartial and cannot encour-
age people to vote for parties 
or candidates or share political 
advertising material. 

Kerepēhi School principal 
Moana Te Moananui told The 
Profile she was unaware of any 
complaint and that the Elector-
al Commission had not yet con-
tacted the school but she would 

follow up on the matter. 
Moana said the voting pro-

cess had appeared to run 
smoothly when she visited the 
school on Saturday morning, 
and she hadn’t noticed any sig-
nage or written political mes-
sages at the time. 

She could not comment 
further without authorisation 
from the presiding member of 
the school’s Board of Trustees. 

When told about the allega-
tion, re-elected Coromandel 
MP Scott Simpson said there 
were clear rules governing 

what could and could not take 
place on election day and he 
was confident leaving the mat-
ter with the relevant officials. 

“If this issue was escalated to 
the Electoral Commission, then 
I’m happy for the officials to 
make a decision and pass com-
ment on what may or may not 
have happened at Kerepēhi.”

When questioned, the Elec-
toral Commission said: “We can 
confirm the Electoral Commis-
sion received a complaint about 
this matter on Saturday. We are 
currently looking into it”. 

‘Tick two red’ message under investigation
CONTINUED FROM P1
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Ebenezer: A Christmas Carol (130 mins) Starring Johnny Depp. A thrilling ghost story set in Dickens’
London, following one man’s supernatural journey as he fights for a second chance at redemption.
Black Sheeps (97 mins) R16. Comedy. Sequel to the NZ cult horror classic Black Sheep. Follows a
young scientist tracking a dangerous new pathogen back to the shadow of the remote sheep station.
Wicker (110 mins) R16. Starring Olivia Colman, Alexander Skarsgård…. In a village lives a fisherwoman;
smelly, single and perpetually ridiculed. Fed up with her small-minded neighbours, she commissions a
husband to be made from wicker. This unconventional romance sparks outrage, jealousy and chaos.
Wild Horse Nine (118 mins) R13. Starring John Malkovich, Sam Rockwell…. Just before the 1973 Chilean
coup, CIA agents Chris (Malkovich) and Lee (Rockwell) are dispatched from Santiago to Easter Island.
Chris’s newfound bond with a pair of rebellious students sends everyone’s trip to this paradise sideways.
Pressure (100 mins) M. In the tense 72 hours before D-Day, the film follows General Dwight Eisenhower
and Captain James Stagg as they face an impossible choice—launch an invasion or risk losing the war.
Sense and Sensibility (132 mins) G. An irresistible new take on Jane Austen’s iconic Sense and
Sensibility: a charming, witty, and deeply relatable story of love and sisterhood.
Heart of the Beast (100 mins) M. Starring Brad Pitt. An intense adventure thriller that explores the
unbreakable bond between a man and his best friend Alsatian dog. Filmed in the South Island as Alaska.
Coming: The Hunger Games: Sunrise on the Reaping Brand new film revisiting the world of Panem.
The Incomer On an Orkney isle, siblings Isla and Sandy hunt birds and talk to mythical beings while
fighting off outsiders. Their lives change when Daniel, an awkward official, arrives to relocate them.

Some* of the movies this week - Thurs 12 November to Wed 18 November (*see our website for all)
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

501 years and counting at care home
There must be something in 

the water at The Booms Care 
Home in Thames. 

Resident Shirley Mudgeway 
celebrated her 100th birthday 
on October 22, making her the 
youngest of five centenarians 
currently residing at the home. 

Also in the 100s-club are Ailsa 
Smith Betty, George Uffindel, 
Maurice Osborn, and 101-year-
old Malcolm Johnston. 

“You don’t even think about 
it much when you’re getting so 
old,” Shirley said.

“It’s just another birthday. 
I mean, I’ve had a hundred of 
them.”

Shirley credits her longevity to 
a positive outlook, loving family, 
and an excellent start to life. 

“I was a Plunket baby… and all 
my kids were Plunket babies,” 
she said. “It was a good start.”

Shirley grew up in Turua, the 
eldest child in a home with an 
open fireplace and no modern 
appliances. 

“Mother did have help in the 
house every now and again, 
which one did in those days,” 
she said. 

“I can remember being big-
hearted one day and helping 
Mum… I lit the copper and put 
the washing oil in.”

Later on, the family moved to 
Whangārei, where Shirley at-
tended high school until she was 
15. 

“But the war was on then, and 
the whole world went upside 
down,” she said.

“That was the death of my 

uncle - he was killed in Egypt. 
I’ll never forget that. But other 
than that, you don’t think widely 
when you’re 15. 

“You’re thinking about what 
you’re going to wear or the shoes 
you’re going to put on.

“And I had to go out to work… 
which was a shame because 
I loved schooling and I loved 
learning.”

Life did go on after the war, 
and Shirley eventually found 
herself a husband in Ross, liv-
ing in several places including 
Te Aroha and Maramarua. Fam-
ily life, with five children, suited 
Shirley. 

“I married a farmer, which was 
the last thing in the world I’d 

ever thought of… but you can’t 
deny it when you meet some-
body that you’re so madly in love 
with that you’d go 
through hell for it,” 
she said. 

“I’ve had a good 
marriage, and a 
wonderful fam-
ily, and still have. 
I mean, I’ve seen 
sadness. But you’ve 
got to have a little 
sorrow to give you 
perspective.”

Another Booms 
resident with a posi-
tive outlook on life, Maurice Os-
born, celebrated his centenary 
in August. Born in Stratford, he 

found himself working and living 
in a hotel in New Plymouth as a 
young man. 

One of Mau-
rice’s enduring 
memories is the 
Queen Mother’s 
visit in the 50s. 

“She stayed 
at our hotel in 
New Plymouth… 
[the boss] said, 
‘can you make a 
room nice?’ I put 
new carpet in for 
her,” he said.

“She talked to 
me for a long time. 

“She wanted to know all about 
my father, she wanted to know 

what he did and what sort of 
cows he had.”

Maurice said experiencing new 
things was what had kept his life 
interesting. 

He’s had many different jobs 
over the years - after he left his 
hotel work he made pies, then 
bought and drove school buses. 

Later in retirement he spent 
time caravanning around Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. 

“Earlier days I helped Dad on 
the farm. I used to go and drive 
a horse on the sleds, and when 
it was calving time I’d go round 
the paddocks and pick up the 
calves,” he said. 

“You can’t go without doing 
something new.”

Four of The Booms Care Home’s centenarians: Shirley Mudgeway, left, 
Malcolm Johnston, George Uffindel, and Maurice Osborn. Not pictured: Ailsa 
Smith Betty.                    Photos : SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER

“It’s just an-
other birthday. 
I mean, I’ve had 

a hundred of 
them. 

- Shirley Mudgeway

Shirley Mudgeway, centre, celebrates her 100th birthday with her family.
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Embarrassing incident at Criterion Hotel

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

At Paeroa two lady visitors, 
accompanied by a gentle-

man of military renown, stayed 
at the superb Criterion Hotel 
owned by Cassrels and Ben-
nett. 

The blinds of the bedroom 
windows were of the ‘spring’ 
type and when the two ladies 
entered they were not aware of 
the fact.   

They commenced to undress, 
when it occurred to one of 
them that the blind was not low 
enough, and she accordingly 
pulled it farther down when 
suddenly, horror of horrors, it 
sped upwards with lightning 
speed. A number of idlers, 
hearing the rattle, peered in 
the window, to the shrieks of 
the two young ladies who took 
refuge in corners.

Over at Waihī, there was 
much optimism over a new 
goldfield.    New claims were 
being pegged out daily, and 
from the appearance of the 

The Criterion Hotel, Paeroa.              Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

country, most, if not all of them 
would see success. 

A large number of batteries 
needed to be built, and during 
the course of the coming sum-
mer many men would need to 
be employed. Several Auckland 
gentlemen visited the township 
and were hopeful of great suc-
cess. One of the visitors said 
that although the roads were 
bad and the weather very wet, 
he enjoyed his trip, returning 
with a light heart and full con-
fidence that all those interested 
in Waihī were in for a good 
thing.

Meanwhile at Shortland, in-
sufficient gaol accommodation 

was causing problems.
The government in their eco-

nomical mania, had closed the 
Shortland lock-up to save a few 
paltry pounds. 

The only place available for 
prisoners, from murderers to 
drunkards, was a small, inse-
cure, two-roomed shed, digni-
fied by the name of the Gra-
hamstown lock-up where pris-
oners were kept cooped up like 
chickens.  

ln a case in which prisoners 
were remanded for eight days, 
had the Magistrate complied 
strictly with cast iron rule, the 
unfortunate devils would have 
been locked up without ex-

1881

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. Actress Dawn French played the 
vicar Geraldine Granger in which fic-
tional English village? a) Abbey, b) Bi-
bley, or c) Dibley?
2. Which movie features the famous 
quote: “Life moves pretty fast. If you 
don’t stop and look around once in a 
while, you could miss it”? a) Back to 
the Future, b) Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, 
or c) Risky Business?
3. As last reported in 2022, how many 
roundabouts are within Hamilton city 
limits? a) 50, b) 90, or c) 130?
4. While NZ women won the right to 
vote in 1893, when could they first 
stand for election for a seat in Parlia-
ment? a) 1890, b) 1919, or c) 1949?
5. Which of these Australian cities 
has so far NEVER hosted an Olympic 
Games? a) Brisbane, b) Melbourne, 
or c) Sydney?
6. True or false: New Zealand has nev-
er imposed a nationwide prohibition 
of alcohol?
7. Which musician, when asked at 
the 1985 Live Aid music event about 
raising money for Ethiopia, stated 
“What’s that [Ethiopia]? A restau-
rant?” a) David Bowie, b) Madonna, 
or c) Ozzy Osbourne?
8. Graphite (under standard condi-
tions) is the most stable form of which 
chemical element? a) Aluminium, b) 
boron, or c) carbon?
9. All living bird species are consid-
ered the surviving descendants of 
which group of animals? a) Dino-
saurs, b) insects, or c) myxozoa?
10. Cocoa, used in the production of 
chocolate, is made from the seeds of 
a tree native to which continent? a) 
Africa, b) Asia, or c) South America?

ANSWERS: 1. c) Dibley; 2. b) Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off; 3. c) 130; 4. b) 1919; 5. a) Brisbane (sched-
uled to hold the 2032 Olympics); 6. True, though 
it came very close in 1919; 7. c) Ozzy Osbourne; 8. 
c) Carbon; 9. a) Dinosaurs; 10. c) South America.

ercise for eight long days in a 
badly lighted room, perhaps 12 
feet square. 

The magistrate’s humanity, 
however, rose above ‘red ta-
peism’, and he remanded the 
men to Shortland gaol. The 
need for a proper place for in-
carceration would intensify as 
time went on with the opening 
of the upper country for min-
ing and the increase of settle-
ment undoubtedly causing an 
increase of crime. 

The matter needed to be 
brought to the notice of the 
Minister of Justice, pointing 
out that the short sightedness 
of closing the Shortland gaol.

A Thames Valley couple 
planned to get married, the 
wedding day was fixed and the 
happy bride sent to Thames for 
her dress and other finery. On 
the goods arriving at one of the 
river stations a boy was des-
patched to collect the precious 
parcel, with numerous instruc-
tions to be awfully careful with 
it.  

The lad got the consignment 
but then went on the beer, the 
consequence being that he ar-
rived at the bride-to-be’s house 
late at night attired in the tat-
tered remnants of a bridal 
dress and fine linens. 

The young lady soon pur-
chased another dress, in which 
she was as successfully and 
happily ‘hitched’ as though it 
had been the one of satin and 
fine lace.
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Finding funky ways to help others in Paeroa
It’s been a year since Lisa 

Wellington struck out on 
her own after the closure of 
Paeroa’s SPCA op shop, and 
she’s celebrating by doing what 
she does best - helping the 
community. 

Her new Paeroa-based op 
shop, Funky Finds, turns one 
this month. 

To celebrate, Lisa is holding 
a 50 per cent-off sale between 
November 15-21. But she’s also 
asking something in return. 

“We accept donations any 
time… We never say no to any-
body. If they want to donate 
something, we will find a home 
for it. [But] that particular 
week, we’re asking for toilet-
ries.”

The toiletries will be going 
to Thames-based Te Whāriki 
Manawāhine o Hauraki Wom-
en’s Refuge to support their 
community work. 

It’s just business as usual for 
the Funky Finds team, who 
are always looking for ways to 
help. Over the past year, they 
have donated goods to all sorts 
of local organisations. 

“In wintertime we make sure 
[the preschools] have win-
ter woolies for the kids who 
haven’t got them… We gave 
the Waihī Surf Club small surf-
boards, wetsuits, goggles… We 
gave the Thames Golf Club lit-
tle bits and pieces of golf equip-

ment for the juniors,” volunteer 
Paddy Corneby said. “If there’s 
a need in the community we’re 
quite happy to help.”

“It’s not always been money, 
because we do struggle through 
the winter like everybody else 
does,” Lisa said.

“But we give them goods… 
We’re always happy to help 
where we can and as much 
as we can - to me, that’s what 

we’re here for.”
Lisa said she does everything 

she can to make things easy for 
people to support the shop as 
well, including opening seven 
days a week, keeping prices 
low, and providing EFTPOS 
and Paywave. 

It’s not just her love for her 
community, but the support of 
her team of volunteers which 
has kept Lisa going since the 

SPCA op shop closed its doors. 
“I loved my job, absolutely 

loved it. So I thought, well, 
there is a need for another op 
shop. And I had some savings, 
so I was able to set [Funky 
Finds] up,” Lisa said. 

“I wouldn’t have been able to 
do it without having such great 
volunteers. We all worked to-
gether in the SPCA so they’ve 
just moved from helping me 

there to helping me here. It’s 
a little family, we work well to-
gether. 

“And we’ve got a lot of regu-
lar customers and regular do-
nations from the same people… 
there’s people in the commu-
nity who step in and say, ‘look, 
we’ll give you a hand’.”
DETAILS: Funky Finds Op Shop’s 
first birthday, November 15-21 on 
Belmont Rd, Paeroa.

Funky Finds’ Lisa Wellington is 
celebrating the op shop’s first 
birthday with a donation of 
toiletries to the Women’s Refuge. 
Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
20 Silverton Road 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa22436

Comfortable and Convenient
Positioned in a sought-after Waihi street, just a
short stroll from the town centre, this inviting
home offers generous living spaces, modern
comforts and an easy-care 476sqm (approx.)
section. The home has benefited from updates
over the years, including a modern kitchen, carpet
and drapes, creating a fresh and welcoming feel
throughout. The spacious lounge and dining area
provides plenty of room to relax or entertain. Call
Brooke to view.

Asking Price $629,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

New Listing

Waihi
15 Banks Lane, Waikino 6 3 1 4

eves.co.nz/ewa22263

An Estate Beyond Compare
Dating back to the late 1800s, this extraordinary
residence was originally built for the Manager of
the historic Victoria Battery. Rich in history and
character, the home has undergone an extensive
remodel, blending timeless heritage with modern-
day living. Offering six bedrooms, three bathrooms
and formal living, the residence sits on just over
one hectare across multiple titles. Completing this
property is a double garage, workshop with loft
space and an additional double carport.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Thurs 3 Dec
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

Waihi
9 Cornwall Street 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21706

Country Views & Comfort
A cosy and inviting two-bedroom home designed
for easy everyday living. The spacious main
bedroom features a double wardrobe, and the
lounge enjoys a peaceful rural outlook over the
A&P Showgrounds, creating a relaxing retreat. The
heart of the home is the open-plan lounge and
dining area, filled with natural light and sun
throughout the day and complemented by a heat
pump for year-round comfort.

Asking Price $599,000

View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz
022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
15 Evans Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa22415

A Classic Calling for a Makeover
Full of charm and character, 15 Evans Street is a
three-bedroom cottage showcasing beautiful
native timber throughout, all set on a generous
809sqm (approx.) section. The open-plan kitchen,
dining and living area provides a comfortable
space for everyday living, while the sizeable
section offers plenty of room for children, pets or
keen gardeners. A detached split-level garage with
additional storage adds further practicality.

Asking Price $490,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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eves.co.nz

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz / dynastyholtz.eves.co.nz

List with
Dynasty this Spring
and go in the draw to WIN a
$2000 outdoor entertaining package!

Get a free appraisal and list exclusively with
Dynasty Holtz this spring, and go in the
draw to win a fantastic outdoor entertaining
package from Mitre 10 valued at $2000. To be
eligible, simply list your home with Dynasty
before 30 November 2026, and purchase
our $500 Spotlight Marketing Campaign to
promote your property!

Call Dynasty today for more information!

Terms and conditions: *Property must be listed exclusively
with Dynasty Holtz, EVES Waihi, on a standard 90 day sole
agency agreement. Spotlight Package must be purchased
upon commencement of property campaign. Winner will
be contacted on 1st December. Dynasty Holtz, EVES Waihi,
retains the right to change or cancel this offer without notice.

Licensed under the REAA 2008

, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Kathryn Engebretsen: ‘I’ve always been creative’
For a long time, Kathryn Enge-

bretsen didn’t think she was 
an artist.

“I don’t know what I thought an 
artist was, but I didn’t think that 
was me,” she said.

One thing she knew though was 
that “I’ve always been creative”.

The Thames-based maker, who 
loved to paint, photograph and 
write, had an epiphany.

“I realised it really is about just 
doing it [making art]. 

“If you’ve got the urge to be 
creative, then that’s it, you’re be-
ing creative.”

It was around 20 years ago 
when Kathryn said she started 
taking part in art shows with her 
partner, Marti Wong, a fulltime 
artist of more than 20 years.

“But he didn’t like doing shows. 
He doesn’t like doing that kind of 
thing, he’d just rather be in the 
shed [making art],” she said.

Marti agreed to do some shows 
with Kathryn to exhibit their piec-
es and so for eight weeks the pair 
made a body of work, she said.

“For me, it was just being crea-
tive. So in doing that, I sort of 
started developing a little style.”

I sit at a small table in Kath-
ryn’s art studio and look around.

Jars of buttons on the top shelf, 
paint containers on another, a 
pinboard of mementos.

Directly in front of me hangs 
one of Kathryn’s paintings that 
spans across four pieces of wood.

It contains a girl swinging 
across a set of monkey bars wear-

Thames artist Kathryn Engebretsen in her art studio.                     Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

ing red gumboots.
I can’t help but notice a recent 

series of paintings on enamel 
plates.

“I’ve developed this weird style 
because I’ve got a real thing about 
recycling stuff. I just do. And I re-
ally like old stuff.

“Everything I make art from is 
something I’ve seen or something 
close to me. Putting them on these 
things gives them a background 
that’s totally random in lots of 
ways but kind of really interest-

ing,” she said.
“I’ve actually been finding vin-

tage baking slice trays. I’ve just 
sold the last two I’ve made of 
those.”

Some of them had scratches 
on them from probably 30 years 
worth of slices being cut on them, 
Kathryn said.

“And I’m like, ‘yeah, you’re an 
old tray that’s been in someone’s 
kitchen and someone’s eaten from 
you.”

Kathryn and Marti, who were 

also the founders who “dreamt 
up” The Vessel Art Co-Op in 
Thames, set it up with a motive to 
“just focus on art”.

Now in its fifth year, The Ves-
sel currently hosts the work of 11 
artists.

One of the challenges for Kath-
ryn was learning how to let her 
art go.

“That’s been a problem for me. 
I think because when I create, 
I tend to create a little story or 
scenario around my work. So it’s 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA a personal little something,” she 
said.

“So when you’re letting go of 
the art, you’re also letting go of 
that little story. But I have had to 
learn to be joyous around that.”

She attended an art therapy 
course around 2007 which was  
when she realised her art was like 
therapy for herself.

“Years after that, I was like, ‘oh, 
that’s why I’m so sensitive about 
the art.’ I’m like, ‘okay then, the 
art has done its job for me’, So, I 
can let it go, then it does a job for 
someone else.”

Kathryn’s connection to story 
and words will also reveal itself 
in another project she is working 
on - a book.

“My book is about discovering 
my inferior ego and how it was 
limiting me. [It’s] my journey of 
understanding my fears and mov-
ing into a space of authenticity. 
This has really helped me with my 
art,” she said.

She wanted to be more confi-
dent.

“I’ve got a book I need to get 
published and I’ve got to get way 
more confidence for that.”

The multi-disciplinary said 
even though she hadn’t written 
a book before, “I’m passionate 
about my book so I’m going to get 
there, I know I will”.

Part of the exercise in confi-
dence was because “you have to 
share”, she said.

“That’s I think the purpose, 
that’s driving me.”
DETAILS: Follow Kathryn Engebret-
sen Artist on Facebook.
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Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Sales - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance - Susie Doherty 07 868 8950

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Sales & Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

2024 Ford Ranger Wildtrak 2.0D 4WD

2019 Toyota Hiace ZR 2.8DT

2026 Pixis

2024 Toyota RAV4 Limited Hybrid

2017 Vitz

2024 Toyota Yaris Cross GX

New 2026 Hybrid RAV 4’s

New 2026 Hybrid ZR Camry

$54,990

$39,990

$23,990

$51,990

$15,990

$33,990

$58,190 DRIVE
AWAY

ONLY 14,293km

5 Seater, Towbar with step,
roof racks

4WDMini Truck, 2,704 Kms

NZ New, High Spec

Hybrid, 56,094 Kms

Hybrid, NZ New

TEST DRIVE TODAY

Plug In Hybrids’s
Also Available

Top of the range
model
Test drive our demo
today!

2024 Ford Everest Platinum

$72,990

V6 Diesel, 12000 kms

2022 Fortuner Ltd

$57,990

73,000 Kms

2017 HiLux SR5

$31,990

2WD, NZ New

2025 Yaris Cross

$36,990

Hybrid, 22,000 Kms



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     November 10, 2026, THE VALLEY PROFILE 09

But a clear drain goes a long way

New Zealand’s planning laws
are changing, and we want to
make sure you know what it

means for Hauraki

This land doesn’t look
after itself

The Hauraki Plains are productive, beautiful, and worth
looking after - and when we all pitch in, it makes a real
difference.

Clear drains protect your land from flooding and erosion,
support native fish, and keep our local economy thriving.
Whether you’ve been farming here for generations or
you’re new to a lifestyle block, caring for drains is part of
being a good neighbour.

Welcome to the good life.
Yes, you own a drain now.

If you’re thinking about building or doing work on your
property, from 30October 2026, the way we councils look
at some resource consent applications is changing.

The Resource ManagementAct (RMA) will be gradually
replaced by two new laws: the PlanningAct 2026 and the
Natural EnvironmentAct 2026.

The good news?This is a gradual changeover, not an
overnight switch.The RMAwill keep running while new
plans are developed over the next few years.

Head to our website for a plain-English explainer of what is
happening and what it means for you.

Find out how you can care for your drain
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/water/land-drainage

Find out more - www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
planninglawchanges

0800 734 834 (freecall within district) or 07 862 8609
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

0800 734 834 (freecall within district) or 07 862 8609
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

SPORTS
Western Up event honours special legacy
The Hauraki Western Riding 

Club celebrated horseman-
ship and community spirit at its 
annual Maxine Roberts Memori-
al Western Up - Triple Challenge 
show on October 31 and Novem-
ber 1.

Since its introduction in 2024, 
the Triple Challenge has become 
a valued event on the Hauraki 
Western Riding Club (HWRC) 
calendar. 

Created to encourage partici-
pation, showcase the versatility 
of Western horses, and bring rid-
ers together across different dis-
ciplines, organisers say the event 
reflects the club’s commitment 
to growing and supporting the 
Western riding community.

The idea for the Triple Chal-
lenge was sparked during a trip 
to Tatura, Victoria, where three 
friends and club members at-
tended Australia’s Greatest 
Horsewomen competition. In-
spired by the five-day event and 
its showcase of Western riding 
skills, versatility and horseman-
ship, they saw an opportunity to 
bring a similar concept home to 
New Zealand. 

The vision was to create a com-
petition that challenged horse 
and rider combinations across 
multiple disciplines while bring-
ing the Western riding commu-
nity together and so the Western 
Up Triple Challenge was born.

The event continues to embrace 
its original motto, ‘Three Friends, 
Three Disciplines’, with competi-

tors taking on three different tests 
of horsemanship all under the 
Western umbrella: Obstacle Chal-
lenge, Ranch Riding Pattern, and 
Cattle Boxing.

This year’s competition carried 
an especially heartfelt significance 
following the passing of founding 
member Maxine Roberts in July, 

2025, after her battle with cancer.
Maxine played an important 

role in bringing the original con-
cept to life and was able to attend 
the inaugural prize giving in 2024, 
seeing the event she helped create 
become a reality. “Her enthusi-
asm for Western riding, commit-
ment to HWRC and friendships 

within the equestrian community 
remain an important part of the 
competition’s story.”

In a fitting tribute, Maxine’s 
horse, Stryker, teamed up with his 
new rider, Kayla Ramsey, to take 
out the Rookie competition and 
claim the Maxine Roberts Memo-
rial Trophy.

Stryker with his new rider, Kayla 
Ramsey, left, receiving the Maxine 
Roberts memorial trophy for 
Champion Rookie at the HWRC Triple 
Challenge, and with Maxine Roberts, 
above. 
BELOW: Erin Phillips Stylishly Dunn 
compete in Cattle Boxing, left, and 
riders line up for ribbons.         
Photos: SUPPLIED

EQUESTRIAN

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

RESULTS: Open Adult Champion 
- Campbell Phillips on Shining N 
Stylish; Reserve Champion - Laurie-
Anne Webb on Smoky Haze; Rookie 
Champion -  Kayla Ramsey on Stryker; 
Reserve Champion - Jo Alder on Red 
N Stylish; Beginner Adult Champion - 
Sharyn Wright on DB; Reserve Cham-
pion - Kayla Ramsey on Luna; Open 
Youth Champion - Lola Nicholson on 
Cinnamon; Reserve Champion - Bray-
tin Smith on Chester; Beginner Youth  
- 1st Sophia Child on Blitzen; 2nd 
- Irie Nicholson on Twiggy. Leadrein: 
1st - Bryleigh Rendell; 2nd - Carys 
Jordan; 3rd - Awa Keleher; 4th - Te 
Ariki Rendell; 5th - Te Raiona Keleher; 
6th - Aurorah Ikinofo-Rendell. 

Overall Open Adult Champion 
Campbell Phillips and Shining N Stylish.

Open Youth Champion Lola 
Nicholson and her pony Cinnamon.
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Smart Strategy
Backed by
Grassroots Knowledge
and Relentless Drive.
Passion for the Land.
Power in the Market.

Brent Dodunski 027 498 4346
Danny Redwood 021 025 92351
Team Cameron 021 140 2100
James Dudley 027 391 8672

Rural Experts

Omokoroa 07 548 0779 omokoroa@barfoot.co.nz
Waihi Beach 07 863 9025 waihibeach@barfoot.co.nz

-
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compatiblewith

317 Pollen St,Thames
Stihlshop.co.nz 07 868 8730

KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAIHI BEACH 07 863 7387

WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP

Ozzy, a six-year-
old Labrador Re-

triever, got himself 
into trouble when his 
owner came home to 
discover a tin of choc-
olate chip biscuits had 
disappeared from the 

kitchen bench.
Although Ozzy appeared normal, his own-

er was concerned about the chocolate and 
promptly called the veterinary clinic. He was 
brought in for assessment.

Under veterinary supervision, Ozzy was 
given medication to induce vomiting, fol-
lowed by anti-nausea medication and close 
monitoring. The veterinary team sent him 
home with activated charcoal to mix with 
his food to help bind any remaining toxin. 
Thankfully, Ozzy fully recovered.

Ozzy’s story highlights why it is important 
to act quickly. Signs of poisoning can be de-
layed, and early veterinary assessment and 
appropriate decontamination can make a 
significant difference.

Common toxic foods to keep out of reach 
include: Chocolate and cocoa: which contain 
theobromine and caffeine, that can cause 
vomiting, abnormal heart rhythms, tremors 
and seizures. Xylitol: Found in some sugar-
free gum, lollies and baked goods. In dogs, 
it can cause dangerously low blood sugar 
and liver damage. Grapes, raisins and sul-
tanas: Can cause acute kidney injury in dogs. 
Onions, garlic and chives: Can damage red 
blood cells in dogs and cats, potentially caus-
ing anaemia. Caffeine: Found in coffee, tea, 
energy drinks and coffee grounds; it can af-
fect the heart and nervous system. Alcohol 
and raw bread dough: Can cause serious poi-

Paws off, Ozzy! Paeroa 
pooch choc full of trouble

By Dr Neka Kater, 
Veterinarian, Franklin 
Vets, Paeroa

Ozzy got himself into trouble after sneaking 
chocolate chip biscuits.       Photo: SUPPLIED

soning; dough can also expand in the stom-
ach. Macadamia nuts: Can cause weakness, 
vomiting, tremors and difficulty walking in 
dogs.

What should you do if your pet eats some-
thing toxic?

1. Call your vet immediately. Don’t wait 
for symptoms.

2. Bring the packaging. Note how much 
was eaten and when.

3. Remove access. Keep other pets away 
from any remaining food.

4. Bring your pet to the clinic. Your vet can 
assess them and decide whether decontam-
ination is needed.

Never induce vomiting or give home rem-
edies unless instructed by your vet. Early 
treatment gives your pet the best chance of 
recovery. Keep tempting treats safely stored 
— and if in doubt, call your vet straight away.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets

Steampunk set to 
march into Thames

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Gears are turning as the clock counts 
down to to the eleventh hour for 

this year’s Steampunk The Thames 
four-day festival on November 12-15. 

The theme, Time Marches On, will 
see a focus on clockwork and gadgetry. 

“Expect lots of clocks, hourglasses, 
general time-related stuff,” steampunk 
chair Richard Hornell said. 

“We thought it was appropriate since 
it’s our 11th event.”

There are some new events to enjoy 
at this year’s festival, including the 
Great Exhibition, a collection of per-
sonalised flat-pack trinket boxes de-
signed and filled by festival-goers.

The boxes will be on display during 
the festival, with winners decided by 
popular vote. 

The Steampunk Mascots also make 
their debut this year, with participants 
able to design and showcase a steam-
punk-themed stuffed animal to display 
alongside the live animals featured in 
the Punk My Pet competition.

Of course, there will also be plenty 
of familiar favourites to entertain over 
the weekend, including socials, quizzes, 
markets and photo booths, a fashion 
show, and the iconic Saturday morning 
parade.

Special guests Toe Jam The Band 
will take the stage at the Bella Street 

By ALICE PARMINTER

Pumphouse, and families will be able to 
participate in the teapot racing, hobby-
horse courses, and Give-it-a-Go Circus 
at the Sunday morning Unwound and 
Unplugged market.

“We’ve got a lot of new people on 
our committee, so there’s a lot of fresh 
ideas coming in,” Richard said. 

“We’ve got pretty packed lineups eve-
ry day [and] we’re getting really good 
support from the community and from 
businesses and the Thames Community 
Board.”
DETAILS: Time Marches On, Steampunk 
The Thames, November 12-15. See www.
steampunkthethames.co.nz for more in-
formation. 

Time Marches On is the theme of this year’s 
Steampunk the Thames Festival.          FILE PHOTO



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, November 10, 2026   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799
• Graham - 027 224 0991

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

2026 Yamaha
AG125

$3,999+GST

Ride Away Price

Finance Available from 5.95%

2026 Yamaha
AG200

$6,049+GST

Ride Away Price

* Terms & Conditions Apply

* Terms & Conditions Apply

Hauraki innovators sweep up awards
When it comes to innovative ideas, there 

are two groups of award-winning 
Hauraki Plains College students who have it 
down to a fine art.

BioPot and SolAware are two products 
created by year-13 Business Studies student 
extraordinaires as part of the Lion Founda-
tion Young Enterprise Scheme (YES).

YES is an experiential programme that 
involves students setting up and developing 
the knowledge to run a real business.

On October 22, the two groups of busi-
ness gurus stole the show at the YES Wai-
kato Regional Finals by snapping up several 
accolades, including the top honour - Win-
tec’s Waikato Business of the Year Award 

for BioPot, and also the Best in Agricultural 
Sustainability Award. 

SolAware also clinched the win for the 
Excellence in Financial Management 
Award.

For the creators of BioPot, Omar Arsilan, 
Diezel Sefton, Max Goodhand and Rehan 
Gampala knew “we were on to something”.

The win “means a lot” to the team, which 
reassured Omar that the hard work and 
dedication paid off, he said.

BioPot is a biodegradable planting pot 
made from 100 per cent recycled wool, 
group chief executive Omar told The Pro-
file. 

“We make them into propagation kits 
which include seeds, lanolin [and] sheep 
pellet fertilizer packed into a biodegradable 

On the LandOn the Land

cardboard box.”
People plant the seeds, and as the seeds 

grow, they put the pot straight into the gar-
den and it breaks down, he said.

“We were absolutely stoked as a lot of 
hard work and hours had gone into the 
business.

“We had a vision and as the CEO I was 
going to make sure that we reached our full 
potential. At times it was hard to get eve-
ryone on the same page but in the end we 
succeeded.”

It was clear BioPot was a “superior in-
novation” which has earned them a spot 
to represent Waikato at the National YES 
Finals in Wellington in December.

Business Studies teacher John Tate said 
he was very happy and proud of the stu-
dents, but “not surprised” because he knew 
that BioPot had “a great story to tell”.

Meanwhile, SolAware creators Stevie 
Selby, Jenna Temple, Lily Maisey, Zara Cul-
ley, Zoe Morgan and Skylah Whitmore were 
all very proud to receive the Excellence in 
Financial Management Award, and “espe-
cially” proud of financial manager Lily, who 
kept the finances “under control”.

SolAware is a bracelet that can detect ul-
traviolet (UV) rays and change colour based 
on the intensity.

If there are really high UV rays, the brace-

let is dark purple, and if low intensity then 
it’s light pink.

“We were selected because we displayed 
responsible budgeting based on our prof-
its.”

The inspiration to create SolAware came 
from an experience some of the group 
members had. “Jenna and I were at swim-
ming sports and Jenna got very sunburnt 
despite it being a cloudy day, so we thought 
we needed more reminders to use sun pro-
tection even on cloudy days,” Stevie said.

SolAware was “aimed towards everyone”, 
especially younger children and people who 
enjoyed the outdoors, Stevie said.

She encouraged other students to follow 
their business ideas. 

“Taking Business [Studies] is a great op-
portunity to learn different pathways,” she 
said.

“If you have an idea, believe in it and 
make it work.”

Mr Tate said all the team members did 
their best and they displayed great team 
work throughout the year. 

“The Young Enterprise programme has 
increased their self confidence enormous-
ly,” he said.
DETAILS: For more information on BioPot or 
SolAware, follow them on Instagram: @bio-
potnz and @solaware.nz.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Waikato Business of the Year Award winners for BioPot. BELOW: The SolAware team.    Photos: SUPPLIED
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AGRICULTURAL LIME AND LIME ROCK

179 Sandspit Road,WARKWORTH

Phone 09 425 8531
www.rodneylime.co.nz

Ag lime + race rock
100mm and 50mm grades

IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE
IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables
- Extrusions - Fasteners

- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases

- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools

- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing
CONTACT US: online@readbros.co.nz

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

pick them.”
There is very little waste in 

the operation. 
“[It has] a dripline that gets 

in the water, and then we catch 
the water again and it all gets 
recycled again. So, we don’t 
waste fertiliser and water,” 
Bert said.

“We’re not getting plastic 
waste… it’s a more modern 

way of growing.”
And they’ve even found a use 

for blemished strawberries, 
making their own strawberry 
jam and balsamic vinegar. 

As well as selling punnets 
from their home, the couple 
now has a small food truck 
which they use at local sport 
events and markets to sell 
fresh berry punnets and choco-

late-covered strawberries. And 
for the first time this year, they 
will also be offering real fruit 
strawberry ice-creams. 

The couple said they are fo-
cused on taste over quantity. 

“We’ve got a variety that’s 
just a sweet, tasty strawberry,” 
Bert said. 

“The quality and the flavour, 
that’s what we both want,” Lisa 

added. 
The Ngatea Strawberry Patch 

is open right across summer, 
although its hours will vary de-
pending on the weather. 

“You need a few days with 
good sun to get a good run 
of strawberries so you’ve got 
enough to be open… We put 
our opening hours on Face-
book.”

Strawberry business ripens in Ngatea
A hobby-turned-business is 

bearing fruit for a Ngatea 
couple.

Lisa and Bert Gruythuysen 
are the owners of the Ngatea 
Strawberry Patch, a boutique 
berry farm which has steadily 
expanded since its humble be-
ginnings in 2024. 

Faced with the question 
of how to utilise their near-
ly-6000 square metre pad-
dock on River Rd, they began 
experimenting with different 
strawberry varieties. 

“We started with one row, 
60 metres, and then next year 
we had three rows. And the 
year after, six,” Bert said. 

“The second year, we’d just 
sell from a table.”

The small paddock currently 
boasts 780 metres of straw-
berry plants across 12 rows, 
housed in an innovative grow-
ing system imported from the 
Netherlands. 

The plants are suspended 
above the ground in rows of 
channels, with the grass pro-
viding a cooling effect from 
below and coverings above to 
protect from frost. 

“The system is really de-
signed to create a healthy 
plant environment, and it 
creates a bit of a microcli-
mate with the airflow coming 
through,” Lisa said. 

“And it’s off the ground, so 
you don’t have to bend over to 
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Lisa and Bert Gruythuysen 
are berry pleased with their 

boutique berry business. 
Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER
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1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121, Cody 027 244 8440

Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Native NZ coffee alternative makes debut
An award-winning professor at a United 

States university has paid $5000 at an 
online auction for the first taste of Zoffee, 
a new coffee alternative made from native 
New Zealand plants.

The winning bid secured University of 
California Davis’ Dr Luis Peña-Lévano one 
full serving of the brew, but he was buying 
more than a beverage: he believed it could 
be a piece of history in a future New Zealand 
agribusiness success story.

Led by Paeroa founder Jack Keeys, Zoffee 
is made from native plants belonging to the 
same botanical family as coffee. Its develop-
ment focuses on delivering a rich flavour and 
a satisfying alternative to the familiar brew, 
while exploring the potential of the plants’ 
naturally occurring bioactive compounds.

Jack, who currently lives in France, first 
met Dr Peña-Lévano at the IFAMA World 
Conference in Costa Rica in 2022, where 
Jack raised attention captaining the New 
Zealand team that won the Young Profes-
sionals category of the global agribusiness 
case study competition.

The pair discussed Zoffee while the busi-
ness was still in its early stages and Dr Peña-
Lévano stayed in touch and followed its de-
velopment over the next four years. When 
the opportunity arose to bid in Zoffee’s “first 
cup” auction, he couldn’t pass up the chance 
to become part of the story.

“Successful entrepreneurship needs two 
key things - a fantastic idea and an extraor-
dinary person to deliver it. Zoffee has both, 
and I’m looking forward to watching its 
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growth,” Dr Peña-Lévano said.
He also welcomed Zoffee’s focus on posi-

tive social and environmental impact, in-
cluding its commitment to dedicating at 
least 10 per cent of planting at each growing 
site to additional biodiverse species, helping 
support native ecosystems.

Asked whether he would drink his prized 
purchase or keep it, Dr Peña-Lévano said: 
“Well, I was tempted to save it as a future 
investment, but I can’t resist trying it out! So 
I’ll enjoy the brew and save the packaging as 
memorabilia.”

Zoffee’s initial pre-sale has now sold out, 
with products due to be delivered across 
New Zealand in early November. Orders are 
open for the first commercial production 
run in 2027.

The business has received funding and 
support from Callaghan Innovation, the 
Ministry for Primary Industries, and a range 

of research and project partners.
Central to its development is its partner-

ship with local iwi Ngāti Tamaterā, which 
became a minority shareholder in the busi-
ness this year.

When asked for his reaction to the auction 
results and sold-out pre-sale, Jack said it 
was exciting to see the idea evolve into real-
ity.

“And while this is just the beginning of our 
journey, it’s great to celebrate the successes 
along the way.”

Zoffee’s next steps, lead by Jack and his 
co-founder Reuben Dods, include extend-
ing research trials, refining the product, ex-
panding its growing programme, and rais-
ing investment to support its development. 
Grower and investor opportunities are now 
open. 
DETAILS: To learn more or order from the next 
production run, visit zoffee.co.nz.

Jack Keeys with winner Dr Luis Peña-Lévano, left, and Jack with the new Zoffee drink.    Photos: SUPPLIED
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Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation • Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls • Laminate • Timber Planking

“SUPER SALE NOW ON”
Exclusive to Owens Flooring and in Stock Now!
55oz SD Nylon Carpets available in Two Colours
Plus: Introducing New Ranges of RML CARPETS

Solution Dyed Nylon Cut Pile
Available in 3 weights in 7 New Colours

GET IN EARLY BEFORE THE CHRISTMASH RUSH !!

SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchen Refurbishment
Laundry Refurbishment
Bathroom
Refurbishment

Outdoor Kitchens
Custom made Furniture
Retro-fit Double Glazing

For Top-notch Craftsmanship and Expertise
in Kitchens and Cabinerty

Pop into our Showroom 46 Johnston
Street, Waihi

Contact 021 818 150 Info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

Have you ever 
stopped to 

question some of 
the things you’ve 
been told your 
whole life?

My mum used to say, “Put a 
jersey on, you’re going to catch 
a cold”. 

But here’s the thing. A cold 
is caused by a virus. I could 
stand in a freezer soaking wet, 
and if there’s no virus around, 
I’m not catching a cold. I might 
be freezing, but that’s another 
problem.

Or how about the classic, 
“Don’t swallow your chewing 
gum, it’ll stay in your stomach 
for seven years”. 

Really? Our dog once swal-

If we hear it enough, does that make it true?
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION lowed a key and managed to 
pass it out the other end 12 
hours later. Surely a bit of chew-
ing gum isn’t going to outsmart 
our digestive system!

It’s funny how we can grow up 
believing things simply because 
we’ve heard them enough times.

But it got me thinking. 
What about the things we be-

lieve about ourselves?
In my work with young 

people, I regularly encounter 
students carrying some pretty 
heavy beliefs.

“No one loves me.”
“I’m not as good as everyone 

else.”
“I can’t do it.”
And often, these aren’t 

thoughts that appeared over-
night. They’re beliefs that have 
been reinforced through experi-
ences, things people have said, 

or the way they’ve interpreted 
the world around them.

Perhaps someone told them 
they weren’t good enough. Per-
haps they’ve experienced rejec-
tion or failure enough times 
that they’ve started believing it’s 
simply who they are.

And the danger is that these 
beliefs begin shaping the way 
we live. We stop trying because 
we believe we’ll fail. We avoid 
relationships because we expect 
rejection. We limit ourselves 
because we’ve already decided 
what we’re capable of.

But here’s the question. Just 
because something feels true, 
does that actually make it true?

I’m not suggesting we simply 
ignore our experiences or pre-
tend everything is wonderful. 
Sometimes there’s genuine hurt 
behind the stories we carry.

But perhaps we need to get 
better at catching our thoughts 
and questioning them.

Where did that belief come 
from? Is it actually true? Or 
have I taken a difficult experi-
ence and turned it into a perma-
nent statement about who I am?

Because sometimes the big-
gest thing holding us back isn’t 
our ability or our circumstances.

It’s a story we’ve been telling 
ourselves for so long that we’ve 
forgotten to question whether 
it’s true.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support his local youth 
work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his 
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

Meet Carter, our gorgeous white and 
black Australian Cattle Dog cross pup-
py who is ready to find a family to call 
his own.

Carter is a playful, affectionate little 
boy with a real soft spot for his people. 

He loves his toys, enjoys spending 
time with his doggy friends and is al-
ways happy to swap playtime for a good 
cuddle. 

He’s a very people-focused pup who 
forms strong connections with his hu-
mans and loves being included in eve-
rything.

Carter has been enjoying life in a fos-
ter home with cats and an older dog, so 

he’s had some lovely experience shar-
ing his space with other animals. He 
particularly enjoys canine company, 
and having another friendly dog around 
to play with and keep him company 
would be a big plus.

As a puppy, Carter is still learning 
and discovering the world, so he’ll 
need a family ready to guide him as he 
grows. In return, you’ll have a loyal, 
loving companion who will be happiest 
right by your side.

Could Carter be the missing piece in 
your family?
DETAILS: Visit www.spca.nz/centre/
thames-centre to find out more.

Pet ProfilePet Profile

In Brief
COPPER STOLEN
100 metres of copper has been 
stolen from the lighting system in 
the one-kilometre-long rail tunnel 
in Karangahake Gorge, leaving the 
tunnel dark for the foreseeable 
future. The Hauraki Rail Trail Trust 
warned of the theft on its Face-
book page on November 4, and 
said the vandals would likely re-
turn to remove more. Therefore, 
trail users are advised to bring a 
headlamp or torch and take extra 
care while using the tunnel, and 
be mindful of other users. 
The Trust said it was working on a 
solution to the lighting issue. 

COMEDY OPENS
Thames Music and Drama opens 
its comedy play, Lord of the 
Dings, for a limited run on No-
vember 13-21 at Tararu Hall. 
Written by Peter Marshall, the 
story is set at the imaginary 
Hawking Music and Drama Thea-
tre where an inept group of ama-
teur actors are preparing their 
annual production. 
The play is their version of a fa-
mous movie trilogy Lord of the 
Rings - where the only similar-
ity is that ‘Dings” rhymes with 
“Rings”; and as the show goes on 
there are mishaps, misfortunes, 
and mistakes aplenty. 
“We have had so much fun, lots 
of laughs and have really enjoyed 
working with a great bunch of 
actors,” Peter said. 
The show promises a funny 
script, crazy costumes, a volcano, 
a flying spider and more. 
Tickets available from www.
thamesmad.co

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space ADVERTISING FEATURE

Grass carp released into lakes
Grass carp fish have been released 
into lakes at Cooks Beach, mark-
ing a long-awaited milestone for 
the local community and council. 

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council and the Department 
of Conservation released the 
fish, also known as white amur 
(Ctenopharyngodon idella), at the 
stormwater lake last week.

The grass carp will be used to 
keep the aquatic plant growth in 
the lakes under control. 

The Cooks Beach lakes are man-
made and form part of the coun-
cil’s stormwater network. Council 
said in recent years, increased 
aquatic plant growth caused on-
going deterioration, affecting the 
network and leaving the lakes un-

sightly with an unpleasant smell. 
Cooks Beach residents and rate-

payers have long lobbied for the 
grass carp to help clear the plant 
growth.  

Previously, attempts at manag-
ing the plant growth with weed 
harvesters and herbicides were 
unsuccessful. 

Because the grass carp are a 
restricted fish under the Conser-
vation Act, they can only be used 
as a weed control agent with a De-
partment of Conservation (DOC) 
consent. In August, 2025, council 
applied to DOC for consent and 
received approval in August, 
2026, for a period of three years.  

Council water services manager 
Brett Houston said it had been a 

long process to get to this point, 
but it was good news the grass 
carp have now arrived. 

“It has taken a lot of time, care 
and patience from the community 
for us to finally reach the point of 
releasing the grass carp, which we 
hope will provide a sustainable 
and safe way to help manage the 
lakes.” 

Mr Houston said it was impor-
tant to note that grass carp are not 
koi carp. 

They are a carefully managed, 
herbivorous fish that cannot 
survive in saline environments. 
Grass carp are already used suc-
cessfully at other New Zealand 
lakes, including Lake Kereta, Lake 
Tutirua and Lake Wainamu, and 

are endorsed by the Ministry of 
Fisheries as an alternative to me-
chanical draglines or herbicides. 
They offer a cost-effective, envi-
ronmentally focused option for 
long-term aquatic plant growth 
management. 

Council said residents shouldn’t 
expect the plant growth to disap-
pear overnight. 

The fish feed more actively as 
the water warms, so the difference 
should become more noticeable 
over the coming months.

Grass carp is 
released into a 

Cooks Beach lake. 
Photo: SUPPLIED
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Alarmed, 4 Disdainful, 9 Deposit, 13 Iris, 14 Infant, 15 Antics, 16 Who’s Who, 19 Unreliable,
20 Deferred, 21 Guilt, 24 Assist, 25 Regain, 27 Laundered, 32 Cleansed, 33 Dearth, 34 Adoring,
38 Shanghai, 39 Insist, 40 Airy, 41 Idiot, 42 Roast, 45 Indoctrination, 52 Ponds, 55 Delay, 56 Clot,
57 Prepay, 58 Superior, 61 Leopard, 62 Direct, 63 Stowaway, 66 Distended, 68 Minuet, 69 Dismay,
73 Weepy, 74 Rampaged, 76 Tambourine, 81 Portray, 82 Glenda, 83 Spleen, 84 Wild, 85 Odyssey,
86 Parameters, 87 Trigger.

DOWN: 1 Adieu, 2 Apiarist, 3 Denial, 4 Drawl, 5 Sate, 6 Abandon, 7 Notify, 8 Ulcer, 10 Echo, 11 Obscure,
12 Inhale, 17 Flashlight, 18 Meant, 22 Sardonic, 23 Needy, 24 Adviser, 26 East, 28 Attract, 29 Tatami,
30 Tartan, 31 Unload, 33 Drier, 35 Radio, 36 Ta-ta, 37 Ergo, 43 Obeyed, 44 Sharp, 46 Nile, 47 Outline,
48 Topped, 49 Inept, 50 Amassing, 51 Nougat, 52 Precarious, 53 Nail, 54 Surgery, 59 Troth, 60 Gone,
64 Knead, 65 Imbibing, 67 Impetus, 68 Mediate, 70 Second, 71 Agenda, 72 Absent, 75 Polka, 77 Atlas,
78 Elder, 79 Take, 80 Isle.
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ACROSS
1 In reserve (5)
4 Amusement arcade
attraction (7,7)
11 Managed (5)
14 Stage whisper (5)
15 Lakes poured
(anag) (11)
16 Toupee
manufacturer (8)
19 Tribunal sitting (7)
20 Assembly of
witches (5)
21 Self-control (9)
24 Paris cathedral
(5,4)
26 Make happy (6)
27 Get away (6)
31 Waterway (5)
32 Going red from
shame, embarrassment
(8)
34 Laid in ruins (10)
38 Vertical (7)
39 Strain injury (6)
40 Tart (6)
41 Washing aid (4)
42 Leftover (7)
45 Fixing into position
ready for use (10)
50 Anti (7)
54 Naked (4)
55 Royal son (6)
56 Goes in (6)
57 Commanded (7)
60 Very sacred (10)
61 Aesthetically
pleasing (8)
62 Path (5)
65 Packed in tins (6)

66 Anxious (6)
67 Endangers (9)
72 Sand-filled timer
(9)
73 Extra dividend (5)
74 Tanned hide (7)
79 Bragging (8)
80 Shaped for
minimum wind
resistance (11)
81 Respiratory organs
(5)
82 Spacious (5)
83 Estimates (14)
84 Robber (5)

DOWN
2 Overtook (6)
3 Navigation aid (5)
5 Ferrous metal (4)
6 Boudoir (7)
7 Severed (6)
8 Defensive ditch (4)
9 Directed (anag) (8)
10 Magazine boss (6)
11 Make up for (10)
12 Prod (4)
13 Hard-wearing (7)
17 Growl (5)
18 Shining wetly (10)
22 Fully grown (5)
23 Wary (8)
25 Round of applause
(7)
26 Plait of hair (7)
28 Taste (6)
29 Ingest (anag)(6)
30 Cotton cloth (6)
33 Earthenware beer
mug (5)

35 Fooled (5)
36 Dilute (4)
37 Indian garment (4)
42 Reverberates (5)
43 Drug (8)
44 Man’s headdress
(6)
45 Guilelessly (10)
46 Ooze (4)
47 With proficiency (7)
48 Most modern (6)
49 Tend to (5)
51 Go separate ways
(4)
52 Invade and defeat
conclusively (7)
53 Eye cover (6)
58 Remarkable (10)
59 Silence (5)
63 Artificially high
voice (8)
64 Guide (5)
65 Jemmy (7)
68 Famous
escapologist (7)
69 Emotional shock
(6)
70 Capital of New
Caledonia (6)
71 Music from
Jamaica (6)
75 Validity (5)
76 Mexican snack (4)
77 Abominable
snowman (4)
78 Stitched (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3395.00* + Doctors Fee
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3595.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3710.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3395.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.+PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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A Lifestyle Village In ThamesA Lifestyle Village In Thames
on the Coromandelon the Coromandel

A VARIETY OF VILLAS AND
APARTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE!
All villas and apartments are within walking distance

to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our open plan, single level apartments
feature covered balconies with fantastic
views of the sea, Kauaeranga River and
mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen,
lounge, bedroom and bathroom offer
stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each
level’s shared lounges, use of the village
Community Lodge and participation in all
activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484
www.richmondvillas.co.nz

People peruse
People were peppered across the 

streets of the Hauraki Plains on 
October 17 for the Ngatea Garage Sale. 
Vendors lined the main street, business 
car parks, nooks and crannies, and 
even included residential home garage 
sales for the big day. 

There was something for everyone, 
from tools, home decor, vintage and 
retro gear to clothing, toys, books, 
food, vinyl and CDs to paintings, 
plants, trinkets and more. Reporter 
DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA tinkered 
through the town for the big event.

Josh Williams, Erika Chamberlain and Wynn Williams from Te Aroha. Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Tables of tools and hardware bits and pieces.      People peruse the stalls for a bargain.

Brooklyn Koia-Hamling, left, Kiwi Gurnick, Kaea Koia-Hamling and Trey Koia-Hamling.

There’s a bit of everything at the Ngatea Garage Sale.                         



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

flooring

33 Belmont Road,
Paeroa

07 214 7208
paeroa@flooringdesign.co.nz

Carpet

Garage Carpet

Laminate

Vinyl Plank

Timber

Roller Blinds

Vertical Blinds

Venetian Blinds

flooring

builder
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

electrical inspections

admin@jrb-ag-services.co.nz

ag services

• Qualified experienced 
   tree faller 
• Forestry or domestic.
• Forestry thinning .
• Portable sawmilling 
   and slapping.
• Firewood sales or 
   cutting.
• Wilding pine, 
   dangerous tree’s.

Phone Phil 021 944 419
Email trees2timbernz@gmail.com

arbor culture

DAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G EDAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G E
Registered Drainlayers

• Domestic / Commercial Drainage
• New Builds / Subdivisions 

Additions / Alterations
• Truck / Digger Hire • Septic Tanks

Free quotes • Friendly & Prompt service
Phone 0274 997 354

E:info@dodd-drainage.co.nz
Deep down you’re gonna love us!

drainage

air conditioning

Contact 021 514 497      glass@bakerjoinery.co.nz

• Glass Repairs
• Shower Glass

Member AMN
Masterglaziers network

Proudly supported 
by Metro Glass

• Retro-fit Double Glazing
• Insurance Quotes

glass & glazing

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

GL Transport
Supplementary Dairy Feed Supplies
Email: gltransport@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 027 476 4310
Grant

• Contracts available 
   on most products
• Custom blends to 
   your requirements
• All Grades Aggregates
• Feriliser
• Ag Lime
• Limestone products

agriculture

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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For tree felling needs, look
no further than Trees 2 Timber
When it comes to tree work and 

tree felling, Trees 2 Timber has 
you covered.

Owner operator Phillip Rae has 
more than 30 years of experience in 
felling and logging.

The forestry market has changed 
and it’s tough out there, but that’s 
why Phil is bringing his skills to the 
public domestic market.

“We offer a range of services, from 
tree felling, section and land clearing, 
chipping ,forest thinning, wilding pine 
control or pest species, sawmilling. 
We also sell firewood and cut and 
split wood for clients.

“We can use our tree jack to put 
dangerous heavy cleaners down with-
out the expense of heavy machinery, 
if that’s not an option we can climb 
and dismantle.

“We work with people and contrac-
tors to help save our clients money.”

The team also offers portable saw-
milling to unlock the value in your 
trees or logs.

Phillip said they work within the 
Hauraki-Coromandel and Western Bay 
of Plenty areas and are fully insured 
and offer free advice and quotes.
DETAILS: Email trees2timbernz@
gmail.com or phone Phil 022944419.

- Supplied by Trees 2 Timber



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

HOUSE LIFTING
       NZ LTD

0800 2LIFTU
2 5 4 3 8 8

Onsite relocation, house lifting, house support for 
basement development, repiling and relevelling

admin@2liftu.co.nz

repiling

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $57 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• Rubbish & green   
  waste removal
• Lawns, hedges and  
  property tidy ups
• Deceased estate 
  clearing
• Gutters, windows 
  and water blasting
• Furniture moving 
  and more

property services

027 212 7750027 212 7750  027 212 7750 precisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nz

ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
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ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS

windscreens

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

 027 717 8001

windscreens

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

CERTIFIED 
PLUMBER 

SPECIALISING IN

Brad Wilkie
022 400 1993      brad@peninsulaplubingsolutions.co.nz

Hot Water Cylinders
Residential & 
Commercial
Repairs &
Maintenance
Renovations
Roofing & Spouting
After Hours Service










 

plumber

Building or renovating?
We can help.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
 022 023 9502 • petch.nz

structural engineer

Need a Plumber?
• Plumbing
• Gasfitting
• Drainlaying

• Residential
• Maintenance
• New Housing

Thames
(07) 868 6021

Waihi Beach
(07) 863 5621

plumber

SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchens - Wardrobe Solutions 
Laundry - Bathrooms 

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in kitchen & cabinetry
Contact 07 863 8962 / info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnson Street Waihi

joinery

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Fundraiser to ‘share the love’
When Angela Thompson heard about the 
recent thefts at the Paeroa Historical Mari-
time Park and Museum on October 11, it 
gave her an idea to host a fundraiser event.

“We saw it in the newspaper, and my hus-
band and myself only have to see something 
of that nature to realise that we’re lucky 
that we are where we are and we do a lot 
of things on the spur of the moment when 
help is needed,” she told The Profile.

Thieves broke into the Paeroa Historical 
Maritime Park and Museum overnight on 
October 11 and stripped irreplaceable pieces 
from two boats Ariana and Norita. The ves-
sels were seriously damaged after portholes, 
steering wheels, railings, controls, dials and 
other fittings were taken.

It led Angela, who is also a musician, to 
organise the Save the Historical Boats Fun-
draiser - a day of music and songs, that will 
kick off outside the Paeroa Museum on No-
vember 18. Angela, who lives in a villa in Te 
Aroha known as The Living Museum, said 
the idea was to team up with the Paeroa 
Museum and show support for the Paeroa 
Historical Maritime Park and Museum.

“I want to represent Te Aroha, the moun-

Concert Fundraiser organiser Angela 
Thompson, left, and Paeroa Museum volunteer 
Glenice Williams.   Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

tain of love, and share the love that we have 
to help another town close to us.”

The fundraiser will kick off in the fore-
court outside the Paeroa Museum from 
10am, where Angela will be joined by mu-
sicians from Paeroa Country Music Club, 
Hauraki Country Music Club, Matamata 
opera singer Jazz Videmo and a Morrins-
ville ukulele group.
DETAILS: Concert Fundraiser for the Paeroa 
Historical Maritime Park and Museum on 
November 18 from 10am, held at the Paeroa 
Museum, 37 Belmont Rd, Paeroa.

SPORTS Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Waihī Beach Junior Surf returns
Summer adventures are calling for children 
wanting to join Waihī Beach Junior Surf, 
which kicks off on Sunday 15 November. 

The group welcomes children aged 5 to 
13 years and their whānau for a season of 
beach fun, friendship and new skills.

Starting at 10am at Waihī Beach Surf 
Lifeguard Services, the programme helps 
youngsters build confidence and learn prac-
tical surf and water-safety skills through 
games, teamwork and age-appropriate 
activities.

Organisers said new faces and returning 
families were welcome, whether children 
are finding their feet in the surf or keen to 
take on their next challenge.

For Ivy, those Sunday mornings were 
just the beginning: “Junior Surf started as 
something I did on Sundays, but it quickly 
became a huge part of my life.

“Before long I was spending most of sum-
mer at the beach with my friends, training 
and hanging out. Now I am a lifeguard and 
Junior Surf coach.”

And you don’t have to start young to 
discover where it can lead. Blake joined at 
10 and has since explored everything from 
competing and coaching to lifeguarding, 
mentoring, and first aid.

New members aged 10 and over can join 
the Development Squad, with extra support 
to build core surf skills. Pathways include 
surf sport, rookie lifeguarding and then life-
guard training from age 14.

Parents and caregivers are part of the fun, 
too, with plenty of ways to help. Please note 
a parent or guardian must remain at the 
beach during sessions.
DETAILS: Sunday sessions: 10am to midday,  
waihibeachlifeguards.co.nz/junior-surf.
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PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley Profile are 

available for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Garage Sale

Tuition

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman

Handyman Services

An experienced 
handyman covering 
all trades with over 
20 years exp building 
trade. Please contact 
Laurie King 021 251 
0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Painters

Roof Painter

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Public Notice

Public Notices

Storage
STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Land Wanted

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Monday Noon
For Lease

Yards for lease, Thames 
and Kopu. Suitable for 
trucks, vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 027 
440 7101

Household items. Sat 
Nov 14 8am-12pm. 
7a Cullen St

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Builder Builder

Land wanted to lease, 
up to 40 hectares, 
Hauraki Plains or 
surrounds, long term. 
Ph 027 278 5384

That Painter Ltd
Interior / Exterior

Small-medium sized 
projects preferred

Free Quotes
“I paint like Piccaso, 

only cheaper”
Call Stan, 0223137911

For Rent

Thames & Districts 
RSA Inc

AGM
November 15, 1pm

Thames Bowling Club
Mackay St

All members support 
is neededProfessional roof 

painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

GUITAR AND BASS LESSONS. 
Thames/Hauraki based. 
Beginner to Intermediate.  
Ages 8 to 80.  
saltwoodmusic@gmail.com 
www.saltwoodmusic.weebly.com
Len Salt 021-61-9952.

Small block of land 
to graze 4 Highland 
cows and rear a few 
calves. Happy to do 
maintenance and minor 
repairs on buildings 
or accommodation. 
Anything considered. 
Text or call Richard 027 
933 2015

WHAREKAWA 5B NORTH 5B1 BLOCK
AHUWHENUA TRUST

PANUI FOR SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
To re-establish a working trust to manage the block
Discuss use of whenua for Papa Kainga
All shareholders, beneficiaries and descendants should attend
Saturday 5 December 2026, 1pm to 3pm
Wharekawa Marae, 1237 East Coast Road, Whakatiwai
George Francis 0272925210 to join WhatsApp Chat Group

Kaupapa:

Tangata
Ahea:
Wahi:

Kaiwhakarite:

 

Annual General Meeting 
CAPS Hauraki Inc. 

Celebrating 40 years of community service and support 

We invite you to join us for our Annual General Meeting as we reflect on our 
achievements and look ahead to the future. 

Tuesday 17th November 2026 

7.00 pm 

CAPS Hauraki office 
301 Pollen Street, Thames 

Please RSVP by Tuesday 10th November 2026 

07 868 8644  |  reception@capshauraki.co.nz 
 

THAMES & DISTRICTS      
            RSA

ARMISTICE DAY
10:30 - Shuttle from 
Thames Bowling Club 
to the cenotaph
11:00 -  Service
11:50 - Shuttle back to 
Thames Bowling Club

All welcome

Hui ā-Tau  
Annual General Meeting 

10:00am Friday 11th December 2026 
Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki 

Richmond Street, Thames 
Agenda 
• Whakatau | Welcome 
• Ngā Whakapāha | Apologies 
• Ngā Meneti o te Hui Kua Hipa | 

Minutes of the Last Meeting
• Ngā Rīmiti | Items 

- Te Rīpoata nā te Tiamana |
Chairperson’s Report

- Te Rīpoata nā te Manukura Hauora | 
CEO Report

- Ngā Rīpoata Pūtea | Financial Report
- Te Pōtitanga o Ngā Kaitiaki |

Appointment of Executive 
Committee Members (elected roles)

• Ko Ngā Kaupapa Tūmatawhānui |
General Business

• Ka Hīkina te Hui | Close of AGM 

Refreshments will be served 
after the meeting. 

For rules of Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki 
Incorporated, please go to our website 

www.korowai.co.nz or contact Fiona Wasiolek 0508 
835 676 or 021 902 461. 

Nō reira koutou mā, nau mai haere mai. 
Riana Manuel, Chairperson. 

Builder available. 
Maintenance/altera-
tions/fences etc. Great 
rates. Ph Mark 022 344 
0629

2 bdrm furnished self contained unit close to 
Thames township. Open plan living & din-
ing area. $520 p.w. Bond 4 weeks rent. Rent paid 
weekly in advance. Must be working, no pets. Ph 
027 802 3371

Rescue team excels in Australian comp
OceanaGold’s Waihī operation 

mines rescue team has come 
away with a second-place finish at 
this year’s South Australian Mines 
Emergency Response Competi-
tion.

The competition is an annual 
mine rescue and emergency re-
sponse event. This year 12 mine 
rescue teams from across Aus-
tralia and New Zealand were test-
ed on their skills, capability, and 
readiness for mining emergencies.

The teams operated under high 
pressure to solve multi-discipline, 
life-like simulated challenges, 
covering a wide range of emer-
gency skills.

They included high-pressure 
emergency scenarios covering 
surface rescue, road crash rescue, 
industrial rescue, vertical rescue, 
confined space rescue, mass casu-
alty response, firefighting, breath-
ing apparatus search and rescue, 
and a team skills challenge.

In previous years, Waihī had 
competed alongside Oceana-
Gold’s Macraes operation as a 
combined team. However, due to 
preparation requirements for the 
upcoming New Zealand Mines 
Rescue Competition to be held at 
the Macraes site in late Novem-
ber, this year Waihī entered as a 
standalone team. 

The Waihī team travelled with-
out its own gear and equipment 
due to international travel restric-
tions. Through teamwork and 
support from fellow competitors, 

the team successfully borrowed 
gear and equipment, often impro-
vising in scenarios where neces-
sary. 

Across nine events, the team 
achieved: first place in Road Crash 
Rescue, Team Skills, Surface Res-
cue, and Team Safety; and second 
place in Confined Space Rescue 

and Industrial Rescue. Team 
member Jesse Laughton was also 
awarded Best Captain. 

Health, safety, and training 
manager Dave Oliver said the 
event was not just about winning 
awards. “We participate to learn, 
to share, to develop, not just our 
emergency response abilities, but 

also our leadership skills, our peo-
ple skills, our personal develop-
ment,” he said. “These are the real 
rewards of participating in compe-
titions like this. 

“While the competition results 
were impressive, the leadership 
and character displayed by the 
team were equally significant.”

The New Zealand Mines Rescue 
Competition will be held at Ocean-
aGold Macraes operation in late 
November. 

Teams from Waihī and Macraes 
will compete with teams from the 
coal industry and the New Zealand 
Mines Rescue Service. Waihī will 
field a fresh team at this event.

The OceanaGold Waihī operation mines rescue team finished second overall at this year’s South Australian Mines Emergency Response Competition.       SUPPLIED
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Hikuai 46HikuaiSchoolRoad

210.541ha
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Thu 10Dec2026
459PollenStreet,Thames
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

140yearsofhistory -210haofHikuaicountry
Offeredto themarket for the first time in 140years, this farmbringsgenerationsofhistory together inan impressive
Coromandel location.Comprising rolling tosteepcontour, theproperty iswell suited tosheep,beefanddairysupport
grazing. Improvements includea tidy three-bedroomLockwoodhome, large implementshed, three-standwoolshed
withcoveredyards, cattleyardsandtwohaybarns.Goodfarmtracksprovidepractical access throughout,while
stockwater is supplied fromareliablepondto twomainholding tanksandgravity fedacross the farm.Areasof
15-year-oldwell tendedpinescreatepotential future incomestreams.

bayleys.co.nz/2181056

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 591DEastCoastRoad

232.86ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu26Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed11Nov&Wed18Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Grazing, fishing,or investmentwithseaviews
If farming, fishingandseaviewsareonyourbucket list, this232-hectaregrazingpropertydeliversanoutstandingmix
ofproductivityand lifestyle.North-east facing, it capturespanoramicviewsacross theHunuaRanges,HaurakiPlains,
CoromandelRangesandFirthofThames.Easy to rollinggrazing land, steepersidlingsand40hectaresofcovenanted
nativebusharecomplementedbya largewoolshed,yards, auxiliaryshedsandasolid three-bedroomLockwood
home.TheHaurakiRail Trail is at the frontgate,with fishingnearbyandKaiaua township just4kmaway.Currently
leased, itoffers flexibility tocontinue thearrangementor farm ityourself.

bayleys.co.nz/2630306
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Hikutaia Lot 1213OldMaratotoRoad

1.0557ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu3Dec2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Bringyourbuilder -Titledue for issue
With titledue for issue, this 1.05hectare (subject tosurvey)section inHikutaiaoffers scopetodesignandbuildahome
ofyourown.Elevatedandnorth-facing, thegentlycontoured landcapturesall-daysunshineandexpansive rural
views,with thesurroundingmountain rangesprovidingastrikingbackdrop.Setalongaquietcountry road, the
propertyoffers roomtospreadoutandenjoy theoutdoors.Paeroa isapproximately 12kilometresaway,withThames,
Hamilton,TaurangaandAucklandalsowithin reach.Whetherplanningyour firstbuildor seekingmorespace, this site
providesanappealingstartingpoint tocreateahomethat suitsyour lifestyle.

bayleys.co.nz/2630317

Karangahake 7638StateHighway2

5 2 2 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu26Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Rural living framedbythegorge
Setwithin thedistinctive landscapeof theKarangahakeGorge, this substantial holdingcombinesproductivegrazing
land,agenerous familyhomeanddirect riveraccess.Across three titles totalling 17.3ha(moreor less), the
predominantly flat togently rolling land iswell fencedandhasbeenused forgrazingdairyheifers.The312sqm(more
or less)homeoffers fivebedrooms,anoffice, spaciousopen-plan living,ensuitemasterandexcellentheating.Outside,
a full-sized lit tenniscourt, coveredentertainingandestablishedgroundsaddto theappeal,while riveraccess
provides fishing, jetboatingandwhitebaiting.Walks, recreationandWaihiBeachareallwithineasy reach.

bayleys.co.nz/2630316
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

TeKauwhata 8JosephinePlace

3 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu3Dec2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11.30am-12pmSun 15Nov
&11.45am-12.15pmSun22Nov
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Elevated lifestyle,effortlessconnection
Seton7,757sqm(moreor less)at theedgeofTeKauwhata, this substantial 196sqm(moreor less)brickhome
combines familycomfortwithspaceandruraloutlooks.Built in2000, itoffers threebedrooms, twobathrooms,a
master suitewithwalk-inwardrobeandensuite,plusopen-plan living, a separate loungeandawell-appointedkitchen
withstonebenchtops.Outdoorentertainingareas, establishedgardens, twoheatpumps,HRV,double internal-access
garagingandanapproximately80sqmgardenshedaddeverydaypracticality.Enjoymorningsunandelevatedviews
across thevillage,withTeKauwhata township just fiveminutesawayandconvenientaccess to theWaikato
Expressway.

bayleys.co.nz/2630288

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Coromandel 1AlbertStreet

6.8689ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Wed9Dec2026
7TheEsplanade,
Whitianga
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coromandelsnextneighbourhood
• Walkingdistance toCoromandelCBD
• Substantial6.8689ha(moreor less) site
• Potential sea, townorbushviews fromfuture lots

Zonedresidential andconsented fora53-lot subdivision, this significantdevelopmentopportunityoffers scopeto
meetgrowinghousingdemand inCoromandel. The returnof theAuckland–Coromandel ferryservice isexpectedto
further support localbusinessesand futuregrowth.

bayleys.co.nz/2202455
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2016 Ford Focus Trend
1.6 Ltr Auto, Alloys, NZ New,

Mint Condition

$11,990

2007 Honda CRV
Auto, AWD, Alloys,
2.4 Ltr Economy

$8,990
2017 Nissan X-Trail ST

2.5 Ltr Auto, NZ New

NOW JUST
$16,990

2016 Mitsubishi ASX
2.0Lt Auto, NZ New,

Top Cond Throughout

$13,990

2011 Mazda Bongo
Auto, Dual Rear Wheels, Flat Bed

$9,990

2015 Jeep Compass
2.4 Ltr, Auto, 4WD, NZ New, Low Kms

ONLY
$12,990

2015 Holden Barina
Auto, 1.46 Ltr, RS Sport Model

$9,990

2004 Toyota Ist
Auto, Economic and Reliable

VALUE
$4,990

SPORTS

Waihī golfer Daniel tees up masterstroke

Daniel Carson sweeps up the Stableford and Net Trophies at a Junior Open Golf competition.  Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Daniel Carson lives and 
breathes golf.

The 14-year-old golf enthusi-
ast from Waihī College took his 
first swing at the sport in April 
last year, and hasn’t looked 
back.

It was clear the young golfer 
was not only passionate but 
also skilled when he made “the 
best shot of my life” at a recent 
golf tournament.

Daniel not only competed 
in the Division Two Tourna-
ment of the Omokoroa Junior 
Open Golf competition on Oc-
tober 18, he also walked away 
a champion as he snapped up 
the Stableford and Net Tro-
phies, scoring 83 over 18 holes.

The young golfer, who learnt 
how to swing a club from golf 
coach Stevie Heyes, said “it 
was pretty nice” to win the 
awards and that he felt “a little 
bit better at golf” than he was 
before the tournament.

He acknowledged that while 
his swing was still the same, he 
was “slowly getting better”.

It was when he got to the last 
hole that he could see the pos-
sibility of a good score.

Daniel hit the ball with 
his 7-iron golf club, the ball 
bounced on to the green and 
rolled a few centimetres past 

the hole.
“I was like, ‘okay, that that’s 

probably the best shot of my 
life. And I’m probably going 
pretty good in the tourna-
ment’,” he said. 

Daniel’s golf accolades don’t 

stop there.
The young athlete went on 

to receive the Golfer of the 
Year Award at the Waihī Col-
lege Sports Prizegiving on Oc-
tober 29, and also competed 
at the Omanu Futures Junior 

Open on November 1, where he 
placed second with his Stabl-
eford score and ninth overall in 
Division Two. 

Daniel said he achieved what 
he set out to do at the Omanu 
Futures competition as he 

wanted to land a top 10 spot. 
The hardest part about play-

ing golf was “just coming back 
the next day or after having a 
bad round and not just giving 
up”, he told The Profile.

It was important to go back 
and focus on “trying to fix what 
you did wrong”, he said.

While he hadn’t yet decided 
if he would pursue the sport of 
golf professionally, the young 
golfer said he would like to stay 
connected to the sport.

“If it doesn’t work out, I 
would actually like to do some-
thing related to golf, like de-
sign courses or build courses 
or greenkeeping and stuff like 
that. I could be a caddy or 
something.” 

Daniel’s mum, Jo Carson, 
said she wanted to acknowl-
edge that the Waihī Golf Club 
was “amazing” at recruiting 
young members, and they 
were “super supportive and en-
couraging” for Daniel and his 
brother, Thomas.

Daniel’s advice for others 
who wanted to pursue golf was 
to the point - playing once a 
week was not enough.

“You’ve got to keep at it to ac-
tually play good - you need to 
[play] at least two times a week 
to actually keep at it.

“And if you want to get good, 
you’ve got to play a lot,” he 
said.

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

GOLF


