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‘Hell of a dong’ rakes in the views‘Hell of a dong’ rakes in the views
“You’ve got to laugh at your-
self, eh.”

That’s the way Dion Roun-
tree, better known as Old 
Mate, sees things.

The Paeroa man, who runs 
Old Mates Property Services 
with his wife, Lou, was revers-
ing his ride-on lawnmower 
down the driveway before dis-
aster struck.

Their surveillance camera 
captured the moment he re-
versed over a rake and came 
face to face with the handle.

The real-life “rake take” was 
uploaded to Facebook, leading 
to the handyman becoming a 
viral-video internet sensation 
after “raking up” more than 
3.3 million views.

It features Dion turning to 
check behind him as he was 
running over the rake, fol-
lowed by a swift whack to the 
face by the handle and a flurry 
of frustration and colourful 
language. The rake was lying 
on the driveway and when the 
back wheel of the lawnmower 
went over the tines, the handle 
“just full force came flying up” 
and hit him, Dion said.

“It was a hell of a dong. It 
was like getting smacked in 
the head with a cricket bat,” he 
told The Profile.

He shared the video with 
friends and after some encour-
agement, decided to post it up 
for the world to see.

“I thought everyone needs 
to see this. Even though it’s 

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

not good, you know, the tem-
per tantrum at the end and it 
wasn’t really a side of me that 
anyone should see, but it’s too 
good not to share”, he said.

After a few days, the video 
was sitting at 140,000 views.

“We were just like, ‘we’re fa-
mous. We’ve made it, eh?’

“Then it got picked up again 
and it went up over a million 
views in a day,” Dion said.

“Now it’s away, now it’s 
cooking. Once it hit the US, it 
went absolutely bonkers.”

The viral moment has re-
sulted in more than 3000 new 
followers to their Old Mates 

Property Services Facebook 
account from people all around 
the world.

A lot of the comments from 
people compared Dion’s situ-
ation to something that could 
happen to Looney Tunes car-
toon character Wile E. Coyote 
or The Simpsons character 

Sideshow Bob, who was known 
for stepping on a rake and get-
ting hit in the face.

They needed to silence their 
notifications because their 
phones kept dinging, they said.

The infamous rake collision, 
which was audible in the video,

 Paeroa man Dion 
Rountree with the 

offending rake. 
Photo: DAVIDDA 

HIKATANGATA

CONTINUED ON P2
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Thames Tides
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www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames
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SEE US for the latest
in Diving Essentials.

Stockist of quality Marine
& Outdoor products!

Is your gear
up to scratch?
• Dive bottle fills
• Cylinder and gear
testing station

• New equipment
& spare parts

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 

full name & postal address, and the business 
name and page number of the ad by the fol-
lowing Monday to go in the draw to win a Lotto 
ticket. Last issue it was in the Stihl Shop ad.
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Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
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Coromandel Town
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

328 Pollen Street, Thames
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E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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caused a “bit of a bump” on Dion’s head.
“I had a good little line down my forehead and a 

bit of a bump for a few days. But I’ve got a pretty 
hard head,” he said.

How the rake ended up on the driveway though 
was actually the work of another little human.

The couple’s two-year-old son, John, is a helpful 
young entrepreneur who follows in his parents foot-
steps and also accompanies them on jobs.

From time to time, John will lend a hand and place 
items around the property such as a spanner in the 
sand pit or in the viral-video’s case, a rake on the 
driveway.

He was a little celebrity in his own right.
People got to know John when the family had 

their former business Old Mates Pizza and Pasta in 
Paeroa.

“I think half of the customers that ring us just want 
to see Johnny because they [saw] him growing up in 
the shop.”

One thing is for sure, Dion said he might need to 
wear a hard hat when he unloaded the mower at the 
yard, or at least put the rake back where it belonged.

Dion and Lou joked about the time they shared a 
video where they gave away free labour and only re-
ceived around six entries and followers and around 
3000 views, but a video of his misfortune raked in a 
hefty response.

“If I’d known me getting injured was what would 
attract attention, I would’ve been putting that shit on 
the internet ages ago.”

Viral ‘rake take’ 
gathers momentum
CONTINUED FROM P1

DEATH AFTER CLIFF FALL
A teenager has died after an inci-
dent at Cooks Beach on Friday, Oc-
tober 2.

Emergency services were called to 
Purangi Rd about 5.50pm after a re-
port that someone had fallen from 
a cliff. In a post on social media, 
Cooks Beach Volunteer Fire Brigade 
said they immediately started medi-
cal treatment when they arrived. It 
was later confirmed to media it was 
a 14-year-old boy who had died.

“Our combined Cooks and Hahei 
crews worked extremely hard in 
very difficult and dangerous condi-
tions, with ambulance crews, west-
pac and Police” chief fire officer 
Brayden Jack said.

“Unfortunately, the person is de-
ceased and our thoughts go out to 
the family.”

He thanked everyone involved 
for their hard work and assistance, 
including the combined Cooks and 
Hāhei crews, police, ambulance and 
Westpac. A witness saw a rescue 
helicopter drop off a crewmember 
before returning 10 minutes later to 
airlift a stretcher from the base of 
Shakespeare Cliff.

St John had sent two local first 
response units, a helicopter, and a 
manager to the beach.

Cordons remained in place while 
emergency services personnel work 
at the scene. The death will be re-
ferred to the Coroner.
FATAL CRASH, MIRANDA
Police have confirmed one person 
died following a crash in Miranda 
on October 1.

Emergency services were called 
to the single motorbike crash at the 
intersection of Back Miranda Road 
and Front Miranda Road at 4pm. 

Despite their best efforts, the rid-
er died at the scene. The road was 
closed while a scene examination 
was completed, and re-opened at 
around 9pm. Police said enquiries 
into the circumstances of the crash 
were ongoing.
WANTED MAN
There was a strong Police presence 
in Coromandel town on Monday, 
October 5, after wanted man Max 
Bradbury was spotted running 
across farmland.

Bradbury, 27, is wanted on fire-
arms charges and is considered a 
risk to the public. Police said he 
should not be approached.

The Police Eagle helicopter, along 
with Dog Unit and local staff were 
active in the town after first becom-
ing aware of the situation around  
9am. The search was focused on 
the Kapanga Rd area. Police asked 
the public to call 111 immediately if 
they saw him.

In Brief
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YOUR COUNTRY BUTCHER
@ SH26 Matatoki

Winner of Silver medal for Loin Bacon and Bronze medal
for Streaky Bacon in the 2025 Bacon and Ham awards

QUALITY EVERYTIME
Now With increased capacity for Homekill
Still supplying homemade old fashioned
sausages and small goods made on site.

Raffle Packs available
Open: Mon - Fri 7am til 5.30pmOOOpppeeennn::: MMMooonnn --- FFFrrriii 777aaammm tttiiilll 555...333000pppmmm

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

Hauraki PlainsAdaptation Planning

KŌREROMAI

Our Plains,Our Future
Since our last project update, we’ve been looking at adaptation options over the
short, medium and long term, alongside which parts of the Hauraki Plains they
might work in to reduce risk from natural hazards.
We’re asking you what you think about what we are proposing, alongside where
and when we might implement different options, so that we can make sure
we’re heading in the right direction to support our communities.

This project is partially funded by central government’s BetterOff
Funding package to invest in the wellbeing of our communities.

STORYMAP

Ngātea Market
Sunday 11October, 9am - 1:30pm
Ngātea Memorial Hall

Tūrua Market
Sunday 18October, 9am - 12:30pm
Tūrua Hall

Hauraki Plains Library and Community
Centre drop in session
Monday 19October, 12-2pm (food provided!)

Can’t make it on the day?
Share your thoughts on our Kōrero Mai page https://letstalk.
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/hauraki-plains-adaptation-plan, or find
out more at Storymap.

Kerepēhi Brass’ historic win a high note
The Kerepēhi Brass Band has 

gone from not having enough 
members to compete at regionals, 
to winning its section for the first 
time, a result that left long-stand-
ing players “beaming”.

The band took out the D grade 
at the Waikato-Bay of Plenty re-
gional brass band contest, hosted 
by Te Awamutu Brass over the last 
weekend of September, marking a 
milestone in its 80-year history.

For band president Luke van 
Vliet, the win was even more re-
warding given the challenges the 
group had faced just a few years 
ago.

“Five years ago was our first 
time going back to a regional con-
test, because prior to that, we ac-
tually didn’t even have the mem-
bership to be able to take part,” he 
told The Profile.

“So that’s part of why we were 
so thrilled about it, because we’ve 
gone from not even being able to 
go, to winning our section, which 
is quite exciting.”

Kerepēhi competed against four 
other bands in the D grade, nar-
rowly beating Hamilton’s Koru 
Brass by just one-and-a-half 
points out of a possible 250.

The contest involved a pro-
gramme that included a sacred 
item, a major test piece, a soloist 
performance, and entertainment 
items.

And when it was time for the 
results, Luke said the wait was 
“quite tense”.

“They read out each individual 
category,” he explained, “and 
in previous years, we’ve always 

done quite poorly in the test and 
the hymn. That’s sort of been our 
weak link. But this year they read 
out the hymn result first - and we 
had won, so everybody’s getting 
quite excited at this point.”

The band won the entertain-
ment section by “quite a big mar-
gin”, but was pipped at the post in 
the test and soloist categories. 

“Suddenly everybody’s frantical-
ly trying to add up all the points - if 
we’ve actually taken it out or not,” 
Luke said. “We were very, very 
thrilled. Everybody was just beam-

ing when we heard we actually had 
won by one-and-a half-points.

“It just goes to show you how 
tough the competition actually is.”

Luke said the result reflected 
the hard work of the entire band, 
as well as musical director Andrew 
Christie, who had put in a huge 
amount of work alongside an al-
ready busy year.

It was also a moment of celebra-
tion for members who had been 
with the band through its tougher 
times, he said.

“In the early 2000s, the band 

was going through quite a strug-
gle. They were actually at the point 
of considering folding,” Luke said. 
“There were some members there 
on the weekend who were in the 
band back then, and just to see the 
grin on their faces… All that was 
going through my head was, when 
I first joined the band and long 
before that, they could have never 
dreamed that this would happen. 
So to see them so thrilled was such 
a great thing to see.”

Looking ahead, Kerepēhi Brass 
has a busy calendar, including 

Oktoberfest performances, Christ-
mas parades and carolling, as well 
as its annual Christmas concert at 
St George’s Church in Thames.

But for now, Luke said the band 
would enjoy a “rightfully deserved” 
rest after its regional win - a result 
he said was less about a comeback 
and more about the people behind 
it.

“They’re a great bunch of people 
who just enjoy what they’re doing, 
and I’m really looking forward to 
what the band is going to do in the 
future.”

By KELLEY TANTAU

Some of the members of the Kerepēhi Brass Band after its regional win.    Photo: SUPPLIED
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Everyday comfort that moves with you.

Elements Wave Queen
on AdjustWave 1 Base

12 months
interest free
On purchases $499 & over.*

Chiropractic Perform
Pop Up Bed

KING SINGLE NOW $1,599 QUEEN NOW FROM $2,158

Combining trusted back care into a
smart, space-saving design.

Swisstek Precision Bed

QUEEN NOW $3,499

Responsive 7-zone pocket spring support
for reduced partner disturbance.

Chiropractic Reflex Bed

QUEEN NOW $4,199

With the addition of KülKōte to help
maintain a comfortable temperature.

Available rolled in a bag for
easy transport. Grab one in-store.

QUEEN MATTRESS ONLY $459

Elements Wave 3
‘Grab & Go’ Mattress

Sale.
The. Big.

Save on selected beds &bedding.

The Big Sale ends 03.11.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. 30-Day Comfort Guarantee
available for in-store purchases only. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available
in selected stores only. *12 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) for in-store purchases only until 03.11.26. Min spend $499. Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account
Fee, fees, Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly
payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest Rate of 28.95% p.a. applies to outstanding balance at the end of LTF Interest Free Period. Other interest rates and fees may apply. Rates and fees subject to change. New customers need to apply and be
approved for a Q Mastercard credit card. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice.
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BEDS R US THAMES
205 Sealey Street, Thames

PH 07 868 6128

BEDS R US WHITIANGA
4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive, Whitianga

PH 07 866 5726
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Scott
Simpson

Authorised by S. Simpson, scott.simpson@national.org.nz

National Party Candidate
for Coromandel

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

The Social Reckoning (112 mins) M. Inspired by the true story of how a young Facebook engineer
enlists the help of a Wall Street Journal reporter to go on a dangerous journey that ends up blowing the
whistle on Facebook’s most guarded secrets. A companion piece to the hit film The Social Network.
Big Girls Don’t Cry (99 mins) R16. Over one transformative summer in rural NZ in 2006, 14-year-old
Sid discovers desire, identity, and the internet as she imitates the people she longs to be loved by.
Digger (128 mins) R13. Comedy. The most powerful man in the world embarks on a frantic mission
to prove he is humanity’s saviour before the disaster he’s unleashed destroys everything.
Heart of the Beast (100 mins) M. Starring Brad Pitt. An intense adventure thriller that explores the
unbreakable bond between a man and his best friend Alsatian dog. Filmed in the South Island as Alaska.
Shaun the sheep: The beast of Mossy Bottom (91 mins) G. Sees the residents of Mossy Bottom
Farm looking forward to Halloween - until the clumsy farmer trashes the flock’s beloved pumpkin patch.
Forgotten Island (109 mins) PG. From the studio that brought you How to Train Your Dragon,
Shrek, and The Wild Robot, a dazzling story about two best friends. While celebrating their last night
together, Jo and Raissa stumble upon a mysterious portal that transports them to a fantastical island.
New next week: Sense & Sensibility An irresistible new take on Jane Austen’s iconic Sense and
Sensibility: a charming, witty, and deeply relatable story of love and sisterhood. Show Me Shorts Film
Festival Three different mixes: Heartstrings (one screening); The Sampler (two screenings) and Award
Winners (one screening). Pick up a booklet at the cinema or check them out on the cinema website.
Gift cards The cinema is not for sale - it’s the building next door - so it’s safe to buy these. They last 3 years.

Movies from Thursday 8 October to Wednesday 14 October
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

For Spring from Uberstone
Australia, the Zeke Jacket.

Poly Viscose and elastane for
comfort. Classic linen weave

in medium blue.

100 years of Hauraki Plains Motors
The month of October is a monumental 

moment in time for Miles and Diane 
Shelley of Hauraki Plains Motors.

It’s when the owners, their team and the 
community will celebrate their landmark 
celebration of 100 years in business.

“It’s a bit of a milestone”, Miles and Di-
ane told The Profile.

“Not many make it to 100 years, so we’re 
very proud of it. We’re still probably, what 
would you say, a little bit old school which, 
in our area, still works.

“We’re a bit country.”
While their journey at the Ngatea-based 

business began around 50 years ago, the 
Shelley family has a deeper history within 
the business.

Miles’ father, Bruce, was the first to join 
the team at HPM as an apprentice while 
he was in college. He and Miles’ mother, 
Doreen, went on to purchase a 50 per cent 
share in the business. Later, Miles’ brother, 
Warrick, started to work there in 1973, fol-
lowed by Miles in 1976 and Diane in 1977.

Now, Miles and Diane’s son, Adam, is 
part of the team alongside their grandson, 
Corey, who does a bit of casual work for 
them after school.

With four generations playing important 
parts in the fabric of the business, it’s clear 
HPM was more than just a place of work.

“We’ve got a lot of longstanding employ-
ees that have been with us as long as we’ve 
been here,” Miles and Diane said.

“And some, you know, 10 years plus, 20 
years, which is quite a big deal for a com-
pany to have employees stay so long.”

They believed one of the reasons why 
HPM was “still here” came down to the fact 
that “we’ve got the support of our custom-
ers and community”.

Their focus is on people.
“We still care about our customers and 

our staff and it’s not always about the dol-
lar.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

“We’re still here and we’re still getting it 
and we’re still doing our thing.”

The owners and their team plan to kick 
off the official celebrations in store on Oc-
tober 23 with a one-day 100 Year Celebra-
tion Sale.

“Hopefully we’ve got some extra special 
bonus items that are going to be at a real 
steal of a price,” Diane said.

They were still working out the kinks 
but the sale will be for one day only and 
include everything in store except new mo-
torcycles.

They also aim to have a coffee cart on 
site, the barbecue cranked and spot prizes.

Diane will also share a colouring picture 
on Facebook for kids to colour in, and 
when they take their picture in store, they 
will receive a prize.

There will also be a selection of photos 
and documents for people to see the his-
tory of Hauraki Plains Motors over the past 
100 years.

“We just want it out there that everybody 
is welcome to come and enjoy our 100-year 
celebration.”

 Hauraki Plains Motors 
owners Miles and 

Diane Shelley. 
Photo: SUPPLIED
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Fully costed. Fully paid for. See the detail at labour.org.nz

Better Now Better Future

for Coromandel
GlenBennett glen.bennett@labour.org.nz

labour.org.nz/glenbennett

/glen.bennettmp
/glenbennettlabour

@gbennettmp

You work hard. Your pay should
go further. Labour will cut
everyday costs.

Your hard work should get you
somewhere. Labour will help you
get ahead.

Good jobs and incomes so
your kids can build a future
here at home.

BackingKiwi businesses
with a new government
investment fund

Backing apprenticeswith
hiring incentives and $1,000
for tools and kit

Backing small businesswith
new laws to get them paid on
time and support to invest

Backing the next
generationwith good jobs
and opportunities to build a
future here at home

Spend less on the basics.
Keepmore for everything else.

Free prescriptions and
maternity scans

Weekly public transport
capped at $20 in Auckland,
Wellington and Christchurch,
and $10 everywhere else

Three free GP visits a year for
everyone with a newMedicard

Solar power with no upfront
cost to lower power bills

Authorised by Rob Salmond, 2 Gilmer Terrace, Wellington.

Have your say on our proposed
Significance and Engagement Policy
We’re asking for community feedback on how we should
engage with people when making important decisions.

Our proposed Significance and Engagement Policy sets out:

• how we assess the significance of decisions

• when communities can expect to be engaged or consulted

• how feedback will be considered in our decision-making.

Consultation is open from 5 October
to 5pm on 30 October 2026.

Read the proposed policy and make
a submission on our website.

waikatowaters.co.nz

Your feedback will help shape the final policy.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Entries open for ArtWaikino
Robin Purllant loves to work with un-

conventional materials.
The artist won last year’s Radical Reuse 

category at the annual ArtWaikino exhi-
bition, with his mixed-media portrait ti-
tled The Face of Homelessness.

“I was doing a series of artworks based 
on recyclable material… that one was 
a portrait of a homeless man I met in 
Auckland and I did quite a few portraits 
of him, quick pencil drawings,” he told 
The Profile. 

“One day I was walking up the road and 
I saw a crushed beer can and it was all 
scratched with the silver of the can com-
ing through the paint, and that gave me 
the idea of using these little metallic tiles 
to build up his face.”

Robin collected several cans from the 
side of the road, cut them into tiles, and 
etched out the portrait. “It was quite a 
long, complicated process, but in the end, 
I did an artwork that portrayed [him] as a 
homeless man and used materials that he 
was very familiar with,” Robin said. “I’ve 
had so much positive reaction about it.”

Former ArtWaikino winner Les 
Hughes’ work is also unusual - he calls it 
“junk art”. 

“It’s deliberately low-budget, deliber-
ately rough and rusty,” he said. “I started 
making dragonflies with knives and forks 
and things… I like the idea of using stuff 
that people throw away.”

Les has won the Sculpture category two 
years in a row, with Hawk in 2024 and 
The Flight in 2025. Although art was a 
hobby for him, Les said he appreciated 
the validation that came with people en-
joying his work. 

“There’s a lot of better artists out there 
than me… But I think it’s great that peo-
ple have a chance to see what you do, 

there’s always someone going to like 
what you’re doing.”

With the 26th ArtWaikino Exhibition 
taking place over Labour Weekend, the 
organisers are looking forward to discov-
ering many more interesting artworks 
and creators.

Entries for ArtWaikino close on Octo-
ber 11. Participants can enter up to three 
original pieces across the categories of 
painting, sculpture, craft, photography, 
and mixed media. 

There are also two special awards: 
“Young Star” for youth artists, and “Peo-
ple’s Choice”. 

All pieces will be for sale, with a com-
mission going to the organising commit-
tee to be put towards the upkeep of Wai-
kino Hall. 

The commission has traditionally been 
20 per cent, however, this year the com-
mittee will be reducing the commission to 
15 per cent for pieces priced below $150. 

“We’re hoping to make it more afford-
able for not only you but the good people 
hoping to take a small piece of you home 
with them,” they said in a social media 
post. 

Meanwhile, both Robin and Les en-
couraged people to sign up and give the 
show a go. “I just like the atmosphere 
and the environment. It’s very friendly,” 
Robin said. “It’s a wonderful little show - 
it’s a great place to stop and have a cup of 
coffee and see some art.”

“Just do it, you’ve actually got nothing 
to lose,” Les added. 

“[It’s] a chance for people like me who 
are complete amateurs to display their 
stuff, and it supports a good cause.”
DETAILS: ArtWaikino Exhibition, October 23-
26, 10am-4pm at Waikino Hall. Gold coin 
entry, all pieces for sale. Entries close Octo-
ber 11, see www.waikinohall.org/artwai-
kino for more. 

By ALICE PARMINTER
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

AGRICULTURAL LIME AND LIME ROCK

179 Sandspit Road,WARKWORTH

Phone 09 425 8531
www.rodneylime.co.nz

Ag lime + race rock
100mm and 50mm grades

The Waikato Regional Council (WRC) 
delivered approximately $9.29 mil-

lion of river and catchment manage-
ment work across the region in the 
2025/26 year. 

The work was part of council’s long-
term environmental restoration work, 
but also included an increased invest-
ment in river resilience in response to 
the impacts of recent severe weather 
events, council told the integrated 
catchment management committee at 
its September 22 meeting. 

The work included the first year of a 
three-year programme supported by 
$4.2 million from the government’s Re-
gional Infrastructure Fund to improve 
river resilience in Coromandel, Wai-
kato, Waipā Central Waikato and West 
Coast catchments.

Catchments manager Grant Blackie 
said a key feature of the 2025/26 pro-
gramme was an increased focus on re-
storing channel capacity and stabilising 
riverbanks to deal with the impacts from 
flooding in Coromandel and Waipā be-
tween October, 2025, and April, 2026, 
helping reduce future flood risk.

In the Waipā catchment alone, more 
than 45 kilometres of waterways re-
ceived blockage removal, gravel man-
agement and channel reinstatement 
work, alongside the construction of ero-
sion control structures to protect vul-
nerable riverbanks, he said.

“Thanks to this additional govern-
ment funding, and strong partnerships 
with communities and landowners, 
we’ve been able to deliver a larger pro-
gramme of river recovery work while 
continuing to invest in long-term catch-

ment health.”
Across the region, council worked 

with 331 landowners to fence water-
ways, retire erosion-prone land, plant 
native vegetation, stabilise streambanks 
and improve waterway resilience. 

“There was 155 kilometres of new 
fencing constructed. That’s about the 
driving distance between Hamilton and 
Taupō,” Grant said.

“More than half a million native plants 
went in the ground and 1455 hectares of 
land were retired from grazing.

“These projects help reduce erosion, 
improve water quality, restore habitat 
for native species, and make catchments 
more resilient to future weather events.”

The work also included the third year 
of the 2024-2027 Hill Country Erosion 
Programme, co-funded by the Ministry 
for Primary Industries’ Te Uru Rākau 
and the Waikato River Authority. More 
than 140 landowners participated in the 
programme, collectively retiring 500 
hectares of land, planting 166 hectares 
in native trees, and stabilising vulnera-
ble hill country with 8400 poplar poles.

Integrated catchment management 
committee chair Robert Cookson said 
the benefits of river and catchment 
management works were felt well be-
yond the fenceline.

“While much of the work happens on 
farms and alongside waterways, we all 
reap the rewards,” he said. 

“Healthier catchments mean cleaner 
water, less erosion, reduced flood risk, 
stronger biodiversity and more resilient 
communities. Every Waikato commu-
nity benefits when our rivers and land-
scapes are well managed.”

$9.29m programme to 
remediate flooding impacts

On the LandOn the Land



08 THE VALLEY PROFILE, October 6, 2026   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

eves.co.nz

Real Estate Licensed under the REAA 2008

EVES Waihi 07 863 1118 waihi@eves.co.nz

Exclusive to EVES Waihi. Get in touch with our team for more information.

Our strategic marketing package gets your property noticed across all key
channels. More visibility means more buyers seeing your listing, more often.

Our package includes:

Make your property stand
out with our Spotlight
Marketing Campaign

Over $5,500
value, for only

$500

 Leading real estate websites  Digital and social media placements

 Print media  Standout signage  Professional photography

, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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eves.co.nz

New Price

Waihi
130 Kensington Road 4 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19945

Family Home in College Area
Set on a generous 1,765sqm (approx.) section, this four-
bedroom, two-bathroom family home has plenty to
offer. Spacious living, with fireplace and heat-pump.
Main bedroom with ensuite and walk in robe. Sunny
entertaining deck. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $799,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
51 Poland Street, Waikino 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa22223

Character Filled Living
Charming three-bedroom cottage blending
timeless character with modern comfort set on
776m2 (more or less). Spacious open-plan living
and dining, heat pump, wood burner with
wetback, high-stud ceilings and French doors to a
covered deck. Fully fenced section with established
gardens and single garage. Warm, welcoming and
beautifully maintained, this much-loved character
home is ready for its next chapter. Call Lester
Mullan for further details.

Asking Price $665,000

View by appointment

Lester Mullan
021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
15B Silverton Road

eves.co.nz/ewa21962

Build Your Dream Here
Create your dream lifestyle on this generous 1,525sqm
(approx.) section. With plenty of space for a substantial
family home, shedding, gardens and outdoor living, this
rare opportunity offers the freedom and flexibility to
design a property perfectly suited to your needs.

Price by Negotiation
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

Waihi
11 Galbraith Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa22203

A Great Place to Get Started
If you’re looking for a home with a good-sized
section and plenty of potential, this home offers
three bedrooms, one bathroom and a covered
front deck – a great spot to sit and enjoy the
morning sun. Set on a fully fenced 842sqm
(approx.) section, there’s plenty of space outside
for kids, pets or gardens. A detached shed with an
additional storage room provides handy space for
tools, hobbies or extra storage.

Asking Price $580,000

Phone for viewing times

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

New Listing

Waihi
5D Mangatoetoe Street 3 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa22250

Near New & Ready for You
Enjoy easy, low-maintenance living on a generous
1,326sqm (approx.) section. This near-new, modern
home is light-filled and thoughtfully designed, with
open-plan living flowing to a generous deck. Three
well-sized bedrooms include a master with ensuite
and walk-in wardrobe, while two heat pumps
provide year-round comfort. Family bathroom,
separate WC, single garage, landscaped gardens
and easy-care grounds complete this appealing
home.

Asking Price $785,000

Phone for viewing times

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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• MENTAL HEALTh
INFORMATION

• FREE KAI AND GIVEAWAYS
• ALL WELCOME

KAIAUA
FRIDAY16OCTOBER
Opposite Pink Shop, Kaiaua

TEAROHA
WEDNESDAY14OCTOBER
August Law,TeAroha

WAIHI
THURSDAY15OCTOBER
Waihi Memorial Hall

KAIAUA

TEAROHA

WAIHI

MENTAL HEALTH
AWARENESS WEEK

2026

NAUMAI, HAEREMAI!
JoinOhuHinengaro (mental health
and addictions team) for amorning
of connection and belonging at a
community event near you

Join us at our
community events
from 11.00am

korowai.co.nz

0508835676 - option 3

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Paeroa, Waihi,
Whangamata & Te Aroha

07 862 8978
www.eyeplace.nz

• Comprehensive eye care for the whole family
• Exclusive Nikon lens provider
• Prescription safety glasses

• Therapeutic-prescribing optometrists
• Children’s vision

• Specialist contact lenses
• Glaucoma & Macula Assessments

• Myopia-prevention services

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing ADVERTISING FEATURE

Beautiful hair, expertly crafted
Located at 558 Pollen Street, Thames, 

Walter & Co Hairdressing is a much-
loved local salon celebrating over 10 years 
of creating beautiful hair for clients in the 
community.

Owned and operated by Leanne, 
alongside her Senior Hairdresser 
daughter, Sophia, this talented mother-
and-daughter team bring experience, 
passion and personalised service to every 
appointment.

Originally from Auckland, Leanne has 
built a loyal clientele by providing quality 
hairdressing in a relaxed and welcoming 
salon environment.

Walter & Co offers all hairdressing 
services, with a particular passion for 
colour.

As Colour Specialists, Leanne and 
Sophia are experienced in everything 
from beautiful blonding techniques and 
dimensional colour to vibrant and creative 
colouring. They were also the first salon in 
the area to introduce Nanoplasty, bringing 
this innovative smoothing treatment to 
Thames two years ago.

Alongside the salon, you’ll find the 
Shampoo Shop, stocked with a wide 
range of professional haircare products, 
including shampoos, conditioners, 

treatments, styling products and hair 
brushes. There is also a gorgeous selection 
of MOR luxury body and hand products, 
perfect for treating yourself or finding a 
special gift.

Their newest service is the Floractive 
Gloss Express Treatment.

Completed in as little as two hours, it is 
designed to leave hair feeling healthier, 
smoother, shinier and beautifully frizz-
free, with results lasting up to three 
months.

With Christmas fast approaching, 
bookings are now open. Appointments are 
filling, so get in touch soon to secure your 
Christmas hair appointment!
DETAILS: Walter & Co Hairdressing at 558 
Pollen Street, Thames.

- Supplied by Walter & Co Hairdressing
Talented mother-and-daughter team Leanne 
and Sophia of Walter & Co Hairdressing.

Prioritise your health and wellbeing
To live well in a region as lively and eclectic 
as the Hauraki-Coromandel, we must priori-
tise our health and wellbeing. That’s why The 
Valley Profile’s monthly Health and Wellbe-
ing feature is a dedicated space designed to 
connect our community with local resources 
that support living healthier, more balanced 
lives. In today’s fast-paced world, taking care 
of our mental, physical and emotional well-
being has never been more important, and 
this feature is here to make it easier for you 
to find the support and inspiration you need.

Each month, this feature will spotlight a 
variety of local businesses, services and or-
ganisations making a difference in our com-
munities. Whether you’re wanting to find 

local health and wellness services, a chiro-
practor, a hair salon and more - the Health 
and Wellbeing feature will point you in the 
right direction.

While there’s no one-size fits-all approach 
to wellbeing, everyone deserves access to 
resources that support their unique journey. 
So whether you’re taking the first step or 
continuing your wellness path, we hope this 
feature becomes your monthly go to guide 
for living well, right here in the Hauraki-Co-
romandel.
DETAILS: To find out more and to join the 
Health and Wellbeing feature, call Davidda 
on 022 174 3988 or email: Davidda@valley-
profile.co.nz.

Centenary celebrated
The Turua Community Hall’s centenary was 
celebrated in style on September 26, kicking off 
with a vintage car parade around the Hauraki 
Plains village. 

Residents and visitors to Turua also celebrat-
ed the official opening of the new library build-
ing behind the hall, and heard about work that 
has been done at the Turua Domain, along with 
future plans for the upgrade of the hall.

The event was capped off with a social even-
ing including a buffet meal, dancing, music and 
fond memories. 

Organiser Marina Wigmore said the hall was 
abuzz with activity. 

“We had about 90 for dinner… there were a 
lot of people catching up, they hadn’t seen each 
other for yonks,” she said. “Quite a few people 
stood up and gave us some of their own memo-
ries of the hall, the rock and roll dancers did 
line dancing - it was a really good night.”

By ALICE PARMINTER

Irene Brownlee, of Paeroa, enjoys a ride in a vintage car.        Photos: KATHY BLAND

The Baker brothers and their driver in the parade.

Vintage cars outside the Turua Hall.
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A Lifestyle Village In ThamesA Lifestyle Village In Thames
on the Coromandelon the Coromandel

A VARIETY OF VILLAS AND
APARTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE!
All villas and apartments are within walking distance

to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our open plan, single level apartments
feature covered balconies with fantastic
views of the sea, Kauaeranga River and
mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen,
lounge, bedroom and bathroom offer
stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each
level’s shared lounges, use of the village
Community Lodge and participation in all
activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484
www.richmondvillas.co.nz

• Accounting services
• Business advisory
• Payroll administration
• Company administration
• Administration services

• Farm accounting
• Rental property
• Clubs, Societies, Trusts,
NGOs

617 Pollen Street, Thames617 Pollen Street, Thames
Mon-Fri from 8am - 4.30pmMon-Fri from 8am - 4.30pm

Ph: 07 868 6436Ph: 07 868 6436
Email: office@hdas.co.nz : www.howlettdalzell.co.nzEmail: office@hdas.co.nz : www.howlettdalzell.co.nz

On the willow-lined Waihōu River, 
the scow Huia was under tow by 

the launch Matuku. The scow, cap-
tained by Thomas Higham, had come 
from Whangarei with a load of coal for 
Bertlesen’s flax mill four miles up the 
river near Paeroa. 

 It was Captain Higham’s first trip on 
this river and it was the last trip for one 

of his crew, 27-year-old Belgium-born 
Rene Bulte, before he moved on.

The Bulte family had settled at Little 
Muddy Creek, Titirangi, after immigrat-
ing to New Zealand. Rene was one of six 
siblings. His mother had died in 1891 - 
from hard work according to one of her 
daughters - and his father had died just 
five months before.

The Huia and Matuku left the flax mill 
about 10 on that November morning in 
1907 and were travelling the same speed 
as the moderately moving current. After 
three quarters of an hour, a heavy under-
current carried the scow round a bend 
and it collided with a willow tree, the 
mizzen mast catching in the branches.

This caused the rigging to carry away, 
and the topmast broke into three pieces.  

One piece narrowly missed hitting a 

crew member. Rene saw the mast fall-
ing and moved to avoid it but the middle 
piece of the mast struck him on the head.

Rene was brought down to the Junc-
tion Wharf at Paeroa as quickly as pos-
sible and a doctor sent for. Around 40 
minutes after the accident Rene died, 
with Dr Smith arriving half an hour later.

At the inquest, Captain Higham said 
the willows in the Waihōu had over-
grown the river to such an extent that 
they touched both sides of the vessel.

There was no defect in the topmast, 
and he was thoroughly satisfied with the 
manner in which the vessel was being 
towed. Nothing could have been done 
to have prevented the accident. Captain 
Higham had insured Rene against acci-
dent.

Robert Thorp, master of the Matuku, 
corroborated Captain Higham’s evi-
dence. He stated that the willow which 
the scow collided with was jutting out 
further than the rest. It was a common 
thing, he said, for scows to lose their top-
masts through running into the willows. 
It was not safe to take scows down the 
river because of them. 

Dr Smith said Rene had extensive 
skull fractures. Nothing could have been 
done to save him. The jury returned a 
verdict of accidental death. They added 
a rider that the Minister for Marine be 
informed that the willows in the Waihōu 
River were a menace to navigation and 
needed to be removed. Rene was buried 
at Waikumete cemetery, Auckland.

Despite willows being planted along 
river banks with the best of intentions, 
time had shown that it was a mistake.

In December, 1907, owners of land 
on the banks of the river were directed 
to remove the trees but for decades af-
ter these trees and their control contin-
ued to be a problem and the willows still 
grew along the banks of the Waihōu.

Head injury caused by 
riverside willow collision

As part of a Valley Profile series, MEGHAN 
HAWKES explores our local history by 

seeking out stories of life and death in the 
Thames Valley

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Parminter
1. What band did Michael Jackson perform 
with before launching his solo career?
2. According to the Craig David 2000 hit 7 
Days, what was he doing on Tuesday? a) Took 
her for a drink, b) making love, or c) ‘chilled’?
3. In late September, Neilsens announced 
that which food had overtaken the ‘generic 
fish and chips meal’ to become New Zea-
land’s favourite fast food? a) Chinese Food, b) 
KFC, or c) McDonalds?
4. The term cogitation means to what? a) 
Become elderly, b) make cogs, or c) think 
deeply?
5. If a jet flies directly overhead toward you 
at supersonic speed, when do you hear it? a) 
As it approaches, b) when it’s directly over-
head, or c) only after it passes?
6. Which dog breed featured on the front 

page of The Valley Profile, September 29th 
edition, with walk participants wanting to 
raise awareness of the breed? a) greyhound, 
b) huntaway, or c) whippet?
7. On October 9, 2025, who did Donald 
Trump describe as the ‘Original American 
Hero’? a) Alexander the Great, b) Beethoven, 
or c) Christopher Columbus?
8. What is the largest religious structure in 
the world by area? a) Angkor Wat, b) St Pe-
ter’s Basilica, or c) Notre-Dame Cathedral?
9. Which band released the album Permis-
sion to Land in 2003? a) Evanescence, b) The 
Darkness, or c) The Black Eyed Peas?
10. At the end of their videos, content crea-
tors on YouTube often encourage viewers to 
what? a) Stop, collaborate and listen, b) fol-
low and like, or c) like and subscribe?

ANSWERS: 1. The Jackson 5 (later known as the Jacksons); 2. 
a) Took her for a drink; 3. c) McDonalds; 4. c) Think deeply; 
5. c) Only after it passes; 6. a) Greyhound; 7. c) Christopher 
Columbus (though he never set foot on current day USA); 8. 
a) Angkor Wat (160 hectares); 9. b) The Darkness; 10. c) Like 
and subscribe. 



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

flooring

33 Belmont Road,
Paeroa

07 214 7208
paeroa@flooringdesign.co.nz

Carpet

Garage Carpet

Laminate

Vinyl Plank

Timber

Roller Blinds

Vertical Blinds

Venetian Blinds

flooring

builder
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $3275 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3600 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5800

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

admin@jrb-ag-services.co.nz

ag services

DAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G EDAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G E
Registered Drainlayers

• Domestic / Commercial Drainage
• New Builds / Subdivisions 

Additions / Alterations
• Truck / Digger Hire • Septic Tanks

Free quotes • Friendly & Prompt service
Phone 0274 997 354

E:info@dodd-drainage.co.nz
Deep down you’re gonna love us!

drainage

air conditioning

Contact 021 514 497      glass@bakerjoinery.co.nz

• Glass Repairs
• Shower Glass

Member AMN
Masterglaziers network

Proudly supported 
by Metro Glass

• Retro-fit Double Glazing
• Insurance Quotes

glass & glazing

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Soft-wash the exterior of your house, roof, patios, 
paths and driveway. For best Algae, Moss & Lichen 

treatment. We also clean exterior of windows, 
gutters and do general waterblasting 
Prompt local service with over 

20 yrs experience 
Call for free quote

Andy Direct:  027 313 4386 or 0800 737 777 
or email: atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz  

- Property Maintenance Professionals

HOUSE WASH
housewash

People in Hauraki-Coromandel don’t have 
to look far for top-tier residential construc-

tion solutions. That’s because the team at 
Caird Construction is the first port of call for 
anyone with a building plan in mind.

“Exceptional homes built with precision” is 
not just their motto, but also a principle they 
stand by with every project.  Owner operators 
Shaun and Kate Caird said while they special-
ise in new residential builds, they also carry 
out renovations, extensions and new shed 
builds. Shaun has over 30 years experience 
in the construction industry working through-
out New Zealands as well as overseas. Shaun 
and Kate established Caird Construction in 
2014 and have been building quality homes 

throughout Hauraki and Coromandel ever 
since. Their legacy is built on a commitment 
to unparalleled quality, integrity and the high-
est level of service throughout each project.

“We pride ourselves on maintaining great 
relationships with architects and subcontrac-
tors to ensure smooth project execution and 
superior results on every build. Our team is 
made up of qualified carpenters and appren-
tices who are dedicated to delivering the high-
est quality workmanship.”

Whether you already have your plans or 
need guidance to get started, Caird Construc-
tion can help bring your vision to life.
DETAILS: Contact Caird Construction on 021 
389 198, or visit www.cairdconstruction.com

Make plans with Caird Construction
Caird Construction help bring peoples dreams to life.                                                     Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

HOUSE LIFTING
       NZ LTD

0800 2LIFTU
2 5 4 3 8 8

Onsite relocation, house lifting, house support for 
basement development, repiling and relevelling

admin@2liftu.co.nz

repiling

Last month’s winner of  the lotto 
ticket was Joanne Barraclough from 

Whangamata, who found Pete in 
the September 22nd edition in the  

Rodney Lime advert. 
Go to page 2 for 

details 
on how to enter.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• Rubbish & green   
  waste removal
• Lawns, hedges and  
  property tidy ups
• Deceased estate 
  clearing
• Gutters, windows 
  and water blasting
• Furniture moving 
  and more

property services

027 212 7750027 212 7750  027 212 7750 precisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nz

ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
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ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS

windscreens

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

 027 717 8001

windscreens

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

CERTIFIED 
PLUMBER 

SPECIALISING IN

Brad Wilkie
022 400 1993      brad@peninsulaplubingsolutions.co.nz

Hot Water Cylinders
Residential & 
Commercial
Repairs &
Maintenance
Renovations
Roofing & Spouting
After Hours Service










 

plumber

• Qualified experienced 
   tree faller 
• Forestry or domestic.
• Forestry thinning .
• Portable sawmilling 
   and slapping.
• Firewood sales or 
   cutting.
• Wilding pine, 
   dangerous tree’s.

Phone Phil 021 944 419
Email trees2timbernz@gmail.com

tree felling

Building or renovating?
We can help.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
 022 023 9502 • petch.nz

structural engineer

Need a Plumber?
• Plumbing
• Gasfitting
• Drainlaying

• Residential
• Maintenance
• New Housing

Thames
(07) 868 6021

Waihi Beach
(07) 863 5621

plumber
SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchens - Wardrobe Solutions 
Laundry - Bathrooms 

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in kitchen & cabinetry
Contact 07 863 8962 / info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnson Street Waihi

joinery
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Rugged beauty in exhibition
The wild and desolate beauty of Rakiura/

Stewart Island will be on display at a 
photo exhibition at the Kauaeranga Valley 
Hall this October.

The 32-photo exhibition is the work of 
Keri Moyle, who spent a summer taking 
photographs for the Department of Conser-
vation (DOC) more than a decade ago. 

“They wanted pictures of people in the 
parks, so I spent all my time hunting for 
people with my big camera, but I also got a 
bunch of really cool photos as a bycatch,” 
she said. “There was one that jumped out 
at me, not because it’s an awesome picture, 
but because it’s an interesting one. So, that’s 
where this all kind of started from.”

This was the seed of an idea which eventu-
ally developed into a photo book, Rakiura - 
Signs of Life. The book is a study of the cycle 
of life and renewal, depicted through Keri’s 
time on the island. 

Keri’s exhibition will feature framed prints 
of many of the images from her book. It was 
the ideal time for a show like this, she said. 

“A lot of people who work in this field or 
who care about the bush and the environ-
ment are tired and worn out,” she said. 

“[And] the theme of the exhibition is kind 
of pertinent to conservation efforts every-
where.”

The final image of the book is really where 
the story starts. It shows seeds and foot-
prints in the sand, following a dune spraying 
operation by DOC workers to remove the 
highly invasive marram grass. 

“It was just this surreal experience. It’s 
massive sand dunes… there’s these guys 
wandering around in hazmat suits with 
spray gear, spraying everything bright blue,” 
Keri said. “It was such an image of death. 

Keri Moyle’s photo exhibition will be on display 
at the Kauaeranga Hall.    Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER

“And then, after that, to come across this 
idea that there’s seeds in the sand… life is 
not just completely gone.”

The book begins, conversely, with the ele-
ments of the island - sand and water - grow-
ing through the pages to show baby birds, 
growing things, and eventually the signs of 
human intervention. 

“I find this story so hopeful, and so sim-
ple, but very, very comforting,” Keri said. 

“Ultimately the land will repair itself, be-
cause it’s alive… the land will come back.”
DETAILS: Grand opening October 9 at 5pm at 
the Kauaeranga Valley Hall. Open October 10-
11, 10am-4pm. Free entry, refreshments with a 
koha. All prints will be for sale. 

Zeva is a gorgeous tan pup with a lovely 
nature and a whole lot of personality 
packed into one very pretty package.

Zeva is friendly, sociable 
and loves being around 
people. 

She is also a big fan of 
other dogs and absolutely 
loves getting out there for 
playtime and zoomies with 
her canine friends.

She is lovely on the lead, 
eager to please and keen 
to learn, making her a 
wonderful pup to continue 
training and growing with. She is look-
ing for a family who will enjoy adven-
tures, playtime, learning new things 

and plenty of cuddles along the way.
Zeva will be desexed on October 7 

and would love nothing more than to 
go straight into her forever 
home afterwards.

She has been health 
checked, microchipped, 
vaccinated, and is up to 
date with worming and flea 
treatment.

With her beautiful looks, 
happy personality and love 
of fun, Zeva is ready to start 
her next adventure. 

If Zeva sounds like your 
perfect match, get your application in 
and come meet this gorgeous girl at 
Thames SPCA.

Pet ProfilePet Profile
Beautiful, bouncy, pretty Zeva 



CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885
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CLASSIFIEDS 

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Gardening

Personal

Wedding 
Anniversary Tuition

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman

Death Notices Death Notice

Handyman Services

An experienced 
handyman covering 
all trades with over 
20 years exp building 
trade. Please contact 
Laurie King 021 251 
0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Painters

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Situation Vacant

Public NoticesPublic Notice

Public Notice

Storage

Storage
STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Land Wanted

Piano Tuner

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Monday Noon

For Lease

Farming

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Builder

Land wanted to lease, 
up to 40 hectares, 
Hauraki Plains or 
surrounds, long term. 
Ph 027 278 5384

That Painter Ltd
Interior / Exterior

Small-medium sized 
projects preferred

Free Quotes
“I paint like Piccaso, 

only cheaper”
Call Stan, 0223137911

GUITAR AND BASS LESSONS. 
Thames/Hauraki based. 
Beginner to Intermediate.  
Ages 8 to 80.  
saltwoodmusic@gmail.com 
www.saltwoodmusic.weebly.com
Len Salt 021-61-9952.

IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE
IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables
- Extrusions - Fasteners

- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases

- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools

- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing
CONTACT US: online@readbros.co.nz

STEPPING OUT HAURAKI INC
AGM

You are cordially invited to attend the
Annual General Meeting

New committee/members welcomed
To be held on Monday 12th October 2026 

at 11am
@ Stepping Out Hauraki

100 Sealey Street, Thames
The meeting will conclude with a light lunch

Denis and Carol Speir
October 7th, 1961
Together you shine 
brighter. Happy 65th 
anniversary. You are 
the heart of our family    
㧘�❤�   Best wishes Speir 
family

Little active lady, 
lonely, comfortable in 
gumboots or high heels 
would like to meet a 
non-smoking active 
honourable outgoing 
gentleman, 70 - 85 
“who sees the world 
through the eyes of a 
child” and would value 
sharing the passage of 
time. Ph 027 535 4519

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Plains Ward Forum/Hui

This is notification that the venue for the 
Plains Ward Forum/Hui has changed and 
will now be held at the Kaiaua Community 
Centre,Lipscombe Ave, Kaiaua on 
Wednesday, 28 October 2026, 5.30pm.
DA Speirs
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

Small block of land to 
graze 4 highland cows 
and rear a few calves. 
Anything considered. 
Text or call Richard 027 
933 2015

Experienced 
independent AB 
Technician available 
for your herd. Call/text 
Richard 027 933 2015

Caretaker Couple for Waitawheta Camp
Live-in role caring for our popular camp near Waihi taking 

care of bookings, grounds and maintenance.
If you are practical, computer-savvy and friendly then contact 

jill_cowan1@hotmail.com  for an application form.
Applications close on the 16th of October, 2026.

CHOPPIN, 
Martin Crosby:
Peacefully, surrounded by 
his family on Sunday 27th 
September, 2026; aged 90 
years young. Loved husband 
of the late Joan. Treasured 
father and father-in-law of 
Alison and Graham, Sandra 
and Noel. Cherished 
grandfather of Adelle and 
Ash, Vanessa and Ruari, Toni 
and Joella, and special GG 
to seven great-grandchildren. 
Loved uncle of Joan and the 
late Brian, and special great-
uncle of Brad and Bridget.
A farewell service has been 
held.
Communications to: 
alison.c@kinect.co.nz.

GORDON, 
Lesley Elizabeth 
(nee Dudding) 
QSM, O. St John:
Lesley left us peacefully, 
at her home, on her own 
terms, surrounded by family 
that could get here in time, 
late Friday afternoon 18th 
September 2026. Dearest 
wife of Bruce (deceased), 
much loved Mum of 
Catherine and Dave, Andrew 
and Sharon, and darling 
Nana of Harry, Charlotte 
and Lewis, Brylie, Cam and 
Emma.
85 years old but 55 years 
young - having received 
a Heart Transplant when 
she was 60 - Lesley was 
gifted precious years made 
possible by the selfless and 
generous donation of an 
organ donor in 2000.
Lesley’s commitment to 
her community was strong, 
focused and active until she 
was no longer able to enjoy 
what she did.
32 years as part of St John, 
a founding committee 
member and President of 
the Life Education Trust 
Hauraki, along with others 
beside her, organisations 
and committees resulted in 
successful outcomes and 
projects that she was quietly 
very proud of.
Lesley was brave, private and 
intentionally independent.
Her wish to remain in her 
own home would not have 
been at all possible without 
the amazing support, care 
and love from Liz, with Dr 
Tom, Pauline and the Team 
at Health Ngatea initially, 
then Ngatea Pharmacy, 
Hospice and The District 
Health Nurses.
The arrival of food, flowers, 
cards and messages 
of remembrance, love 
and support has been 
overwhelming.
Thank you seems an 
inadequate 
acknowledgement.
A private family service and 
cremation has been held at 
Mum’s request.
Communications to: PO Box 
33 Ngatea or dchorder@
xtra.co.nz

TE PAI O HAURAKI MARAE
SPECIAL  GENERAL MEETING (SGM)

Te Pai o Hauraki Marae gives notice to all 
beneficiaries that an SGM will be held:

Saturday 31 October 2026 at 10am
at Te Pai o Hauraki Marae

1 Papatūroa Avenue, Paeroa, 3600
Purpose: To elect five new trustees to fill the current 

vacancies, hear from nominees about their 
aspirations, skills and contribution to the marae, 

and share the Trust’s priorities 
for the next 12 months.

Nominations: Nominations must be emailed to 
tepaiohaurakimarae@gmail.com 
by 30 October 2026. 
Nominees must provide their full name, contact 
details, confirmation they wish to stand, and a current 
CV outlining relevant skills and experience. Nominees 
must also attend the SGM and speak about their 
aspirations, skills 
and contribution to the Marae.
Voting: Beneficiaries 18 years and over are entitled 
to vote. Voting will be by show of hands, or by secret 
ballot if nominations exceed vacancies. 
No proxy voting.
We warmly invite all whānau to come along, have 
your say and be part of shaping the future of our 
marae. We encourage whānau to send through any 
pātai before the hui to: 
tepaiohaurakimarae@gmail.com

Nau mai, hoki mai, e te whānau.
Nā Ngā Tarahitī o Te Pai o Hauraki Marae

This week I learned a 
leadership lesson… 

from an alpaca. Not where 
I expected wisdom to 
show up, but there we are.

One of ours got sick and 
sadly died, so I needed to drench the 
others as a precaution. Sounds simple 
enough. Except the first alpaca had other 
ideas. 

The moment I tried to hold her — cha-
os. She bucked me off. And even came 
at me trying to spit at me. The next at-
tempt ended with both of us rolling down 
a hill through alpaca poo while my kids 
screamed as though I was wrestling the 
life out of the poor thing.

I was frustrated, determined, and fully 
in fight mode.

My wife, being the wise one in the mar-
riage, suggested we calm down and try 
later. Naturally, I ignored that excellent 
advice and kept chasing an increasingly 
athletic alpaca around the paddock.

Because sometimes, when we’re emo-
tionally invested, we confuse intensity 

I learned a leadership lesson 
from an unruly alpaca

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Thrive Trust, 
supporting mentoring and resilience programmes 
across Thames and Paeroa. To support his local 
youth work or follow stories and insights, find him 
on social media @michaelwilkes.kiwi. Enjoy these 
articles? Grab his book The Unschooled Life at 
michaelwilkes.kiwi.

with progress. Eventually I stopped. 
Took a breath. And remembered some-
thing I’d read earlier — alpacas calm 
down when they’re closely contained.

So we changed tactics. Grabbed a rope. 
And lassoed her… no that did not hap-
pen.

Walked her gently into a corner using 
the rope as a moving guide. Pinned her 
against the fence. And suddenly… the 
whole job was easy.

No rodeo. No poo-covered chaos. No 
drama. The solution had been there the 
whole time. I just couldn’t see it while my 
emotional brain was running the show.

And isn’t that often how life works? 
When emotions spike, we react instead 

of think. We push harder in an argu-
ment. Double down on a bad strategy. 
Force something that isn’t working. All 
while the wiser path is often sitting qui-
etly nearby, waiting for us to calm down 
enough to notice it. 

There’s good science behind this too. 
When stress rises, the emotional parts of 
the brain can hijack clear thinking. We 
literally become less able to problem-
solve.

Which is why pause is powerful.
Sometimes the most productive thing 

you can do is stop. Breathe. Let wisdom 
catch up. Because not every problem 
needs more force. Sometimes it needs 
less. Sometimes leadership isn’t charg-
ing harder. It’s stepping back far enough 
to see clearly.

And if I’m honest, I reckon a lot of 
our best decisions in life come after that 
pause.

So maybe that’s the question today: 
Where are you chasing an alpaca in your 
own life? Where might pushing harder 
not be helping? And what if the smartest 
move right now… is simply to pause long 
enough for clarity to arrive?

Sometimes wisdom comes from books. 
Sometimes from failure.

And occasionally… from an alpaca.

KWAK, Gustaaf Jan:
In loving memory of Gus. 
Gus passed away in the early 
morning of 30th September 
2026; aged 83 years. 
Beloved by his whole family, 
he will be dearly missed. To 
the staff of Kingswood Home, 
Morrinsville, thank you for 
your outstanding love and 
care.
A gathering for friends and 
family will be held from 10am 
at 19 Larsen Road, Waikino 
on Saturday 14th November

BALDWIN, 
Elizabeth Mary:
Passed away peacefully on 
1st October 2026 aged 102 
years.
Dearly loved wife of Frederick 
of 59 years.
Treasured Mother and 
Mother - in -Law of Jason 
and the late Carlene, Judith 
and Kurt, Roderick and Mary-
Anne , Nicholas and Karen, 
Catherine and Murray.
Loved Nan to Toby Carey 
Leigh Jamie Laine Josh
Grand Nan to Jack Reef Tyler 
and Mason
Our Heartfelt thanks to all 
the medical and nursing staff 
involved in Betty’s care

“Forever in our hearts”
Funeral to be held at the 
Baptist Church 3 Gilmour 
Street Waihi on Wednesday 
the 7th at 11.30am.
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Ahead, 4 Rotten to the core, 14 Local, 15 Proof, 16 Elliptical, 17 Banjo, 19 Nag, 20 Pioneer,
21 Meteorite, 22 Behave, 25 Ambiguity, 27 Report, 28 Heaped, 33 Leprechaun, 35 Loo, 36 Climax, 37 Unit,
39 Fir, 41 Nomadic, 42 Talent, 43 Accompany, 44 Often, 45 Deranged, 50 Up, 51 Brunette, 55 Egypt,
58 Undecided, 59 Top ten, 60 Spoiled, 61 Sue, 63 Trap, 64 Pastry, 65 Rue, 66 Smokestack, 68 Bother,
69 Forced, 71 Burnished, 76 Halved, 77 Frankness, 79 Unblock, 81 Goo, 84 Theme, 85 Bridegroom,
86 Value, 87 Issue, 88 Get your skates on, 89 Ashen.

DOWN: 2 Hermit, 3 Adorn, 5 Owls, 6 Trident, 7 Nutmeg, 8 Oscar, 9 Hilltop, 10 Cube, 11 Rinsed, 12 Scone,
13 Aligned, 14 Located, 18 Bewitching, 23 Mural, 24 Artisan, 26 Marsala, 27 Rooftop, 29 Pennant,
30 Remote, 31 Glued, 32 Saucer, 34 Near, 36 Crate, 38 Thyme, 40 Omen, 45 Doubt, 46 Radiant, 47 Nice,
48 Endear, 49 Gypsy, 50 Uttered, 52 Unpleasant, 53 Epistle, 54 Trench, 55 Edition, 56 Upset, 57 Beds,
62 Joint, 67 Deflate, 68 Bargain, 70 Caribou, 72 Upsurge, 73 Delete, 74 Angela, 75 Accuse, 76 House,
78 Nails, 80 Leads, 82 Levy, 83 Solo.
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ACROSS
1 Flier (5)
4 Looking worried,
sullen, annoyed (8)
9 Sweepstake (6)
14 Complaint (5)
15 On close terms;
sharing secrets
(2,5,2,7)
17 Water-loving
animal (5)
18 Religious sister (3)
19 With gaiety (7)
20 Had (9)
21 Wrote (6)
24 New York island (9)
25 Underside (6)
26 Roundabout way
(6)
29 Thwarted (10)
31 Cereal plant (3)
32 Revolving (6)
33 Greek cheese (4)
35 Age (3)
37 Epic tale (4)
39 Abridged (9)
40 Travel plan (9)
41 Boat’s rear (5)
42 Illegally imported
(8)
47 Cowboy films (8)
51 Water birds (5)
55 Record for TV
replay (9)
56 Self-service
restaurant (9)
58 Settlement (4)
59 Road-making
substance (3)
60 Surprise attack (4)
61 Theatre guides (6)

62 Self-image (3)
63 Unattainable
ambitions (4,6)
66 French brandy (6)
67 Keen discernment
(6)
69 Lack of prejudice
(9)
72 Health professional
(6)
73 Have an effect on
(9)
75 Dodging (7)
77 Mimic (3)
80 Marsupial (5)
81 Halts completely
(5,2,1,4,4)
82 Matching (5)
83 Burlesque (6)
84 Allergic rhinitis
(3,5)
85 Perch (5)
DOWN
2 Police officer (9)
3 Different (5)
5 Tangible (4)
6 Lacking (7)
7 Quirk (12)
8 Donates (5)
9 Deference (7)
10 Total failure (4)
11 Soapsuds (6)
12 Demon (5)
13 Wander without
aim (7)
14 Bestowed (7)
16 Drum-shaped (11)
22 Affix (6)
23 Hold (7)
24 Ford car model (7)
25 Multiplies (6)

27 The outdoors (4,3)
28 Laud (6)
30 Affair of honour (4)
32 Completely
demolished (5)
34 Void (5)
36 Finest (4)
38 Furnish with
weapons (3)
42 Cut off (5)
43 Downfall (7)
44 Expand (4)
45 Please (anag)(6)
46 North Britons (5)
48 Group of northern
European countries
(11)
49 Very severe or
serious (7)
50 Novel (3)
51 Protection system
(7)
52 Filter (6)
53 Easily (12)
54 Organ knob (4)
57 Write-up (6)
64 Of great
significance (9)
65 Fried batter circle
(7)
66 Mobile home (7)
68 Handcuff (7)
70 Milk sugar (7)
71 Musical
composition (6)
72 Tough fabric (5)
74 Body tissue fluid
(5)
76 Dance club (5)
78 Indian garment (4)
79 Unoccupied (4)
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 1433EastCoastRoad

94.53ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing2pm,Wed4Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed7Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coastaldairy/grazing farm–minutes toboat ramp
Securea94-hectare (moreor less)dairyandgrazingproperty ina tightlyheldcoastal farmingdistrictnearKaiaua.
Currently supplyingOpenCountry, thedairyoperationhasaveraged56,174kgMSover thepast threeseasons.
Infrastructure includesa20-asideherringbonedairyshed,200-cowyard,disuseddairyshedand implementsheds,
withsomeforestryadding furtherpotential. Theexistinghomeoffers scope for transformation intoasubstantial
family residence.Enjoyeasyaccess toKaiaua’s fishing,boatingandbirdlife,withNgatea,ThamesandPukekoheall
within reach.

bayleys.co.nz/2630246

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatawhiri 435MangatawhiriRoad

4 3 1 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View4-4.30pmSun 11Oct&Sun 18Oct
orbyappointment
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
IanBuchanan021 647 192
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
BAYLEYSREALESTATELTD,PUKEKOHE,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Yourownruralplayground, shedding&duckpond
Setacross20.54ha(moreor less), thisexceptional lifestylepropertycombinesaspacious297sqmbrickhomewith
productive landandoutstanding infrastructure.Built inapproximately2010, thehomefeaturesexpansiveopen-plan
living, adesignerkitchenwithdual islandbenchesandwalk-inpantry, threebedrooms,anofficeandanattachedself-
containedgranny flat.Outside,well-fencedgrazingpaddockswithqualitypasturearecomplementedbyextensive
shedding, cattleyards, a loading raceandasubstantialduckpondwithestablishedmaimais.Conveniently located
withineasy reachofPukekohe,AucklandAirportandHamilton, this isapremiumlifestyleopportunity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630305



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     October 6, 2026, THE VALLEY PROFILE 17

bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Turua 55OpuaRoad

90.92ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1-2pmWed7Oct,Wed14Oct&Wed21Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

PrimeHaurakiPlainsposition
Looking foraprimeopportunity?First timeonthemarket in 100years, this90ha(moreor less)HaurakiPlains
propertyoffersconsistentperformance.Flat, rectangularandwell-fenced, it featuresgooddrainage,acentrally
located22-bale rotaryandreliablemeteredcouncilwater.Milking220-250cows forFonterra,productionhas
averaged78,300kgMSover thepast twoseasons.Accommodation includesa four-bedroom, two-bathroomhome
with two lounges,garageandcarport,plusa three-bedroomworker’shome.Close toNgatea,ThamesandPaeroa,
withschoolsandFarmsourcestoresnearby.Aviablebusinessand lifestyleopportunity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630300

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 14ParfittPlace

2,018sqm 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu22Oct2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View4-4.30pmSun 11Oct
ChrisAllen0273100410
chris.allen@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Generous family livingon2,018sqmin town
Built in 1989, this substantial Lockwoodhomeon2,018sqmin theheartofNgateacombineswarmth,durabilityand
modernupdates.Offering fourbedrooms, tworenovatedbathroomsandtwoseparate lounges, there isplentyof
space for familiesofall ages.Timber interiorscreateawelcomingatmosphere,while the flexible layoutsuitseveryday
livingandentertaining.There isalso theoption topurchase theneighbouring598sqmsection,offeringpotential for
familyor friends tobuildnextdoor.Enjoyexcellent schooling, sporting facilities, cafés, supermarketsandessential
servicesnearby.

bayleys.co.nz/2630301
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Maramarua 636KopukuRoad

1.1817ha 4 2 2
AskingPrice $1,150,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Thecomplete lifestylepackage
Welcometo thisquality lifestylepropertyon 1.18ha(STS),offeringspace, comfortandstunning rural views.Thesolid
brickhomefeatures fourbedrooms, twobathroomsandspaciousopen-plan living,witha fireplace,woodburner, heat
pumpsandductedDVSforyear-roundcomfort. Thegalleykitchen includesaBoschovenandwalk-inpantry,while
themasteroffersawalk-inwardrobeandensuite.Outside, enjoyasunnypatio, establishedorchardand fenced
grounds,plusstablesandsubstantial 25mx8mshedding ideal forhorses, hobbies, storageorbusinessuse.
Conveniently locatednearPukekohe,HamiltonandAucklandAirport.

bayleys.co.nz/2630254

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Paeroa 6379StateHighway26,Tirohia

97.45ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Wed28Oct2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12-1pmMon12Oct&Mon19Oct
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Aprovenperformer, five titles
Setacrossapproximately97.45haof fertile, flatWaihousilt andquality topsoils, thiswell-establisheddairyunit
presentsaproven farmingopportunity inasought-afterHaurakiPlains location.Producing 110,499kgMS in2024–25,
theproperty featuresa24-asideherringbonecowshed,300-cowyard,extensivesheddingandupgradedwater
reticulationwithanewGrundfospump.Thespacious four-bedroomplusofficemainhomeoffersquality family living,
whileasecondthreebedroomdwellingprovidesexcellent staff, extendedfamilyor incomeaccommodation.
ConvenientlypositionedbetweenTeArohaandPaeroa,witheasyaccess toHamilton, this isaproductive,well-
equippedoperation.

bayleys.co.nz/2315222
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TeMata 78BBennettRoad

5,854sqm

AskingPrice $549,000
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Thevendorsare ready-Areyou?
Afteranextendedtimeonthemarket, thevendorsare readytomove forwardandwant tosee78BBennettRoadsold.
Setacross5,854sqm(moreor less)ofelevatedcoastal land, thispropertyenjoyssweepingFirthofThamesviewsand
offersan impressivesetting forapermanenthomeorcoastal escape.Power isalreadyrun to thesite,whileestablished
plantingattracts tūī, kererū and fantails.Boat rampsarenearby,withTapu just fiveminutesaway for local amenities
andThameswithineasydrivingdistance.

Withgenerous land,elevatedviewsandplentyofpotential, this isanopportunity tocreatesomethingofyourown.

bayleys.co.nz/2180849

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kopu 71KopuRoad

14,410sqm 3,416sqm

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Fri 30Oct2026
459PollenStreet,
Thames
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

ITMbuildingnails it
• Secure rental incomefromestablishedtenants
• Modern, 100%IEP-ratedbuildings
• Large industrial sitewithdevelopmentpotential

ITM’sestablishedKopuoperationpresentsastrong investmentopportunity,generatingan incomeof$379,000pa+
GSTandoutgoings.The industrial-zonedsite isoccupiedbytwo ITM-relatedbusinessesonseparatesix-year leases.
Located justoffStateHighway25, thepropertyprovideseasyaccess toThamesandthewiderCoromandel,while
additionalbare landofferspotential for futuredevelopment, subject tocouncil approval.

bayleys.co.nz/2181032
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

$16,995 INC
GST $26,995 INC

GST $18,995 INC
GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

2014 Holden
Colorado LX Ex-Cab

2017 Mazda
CX 9 Ltd

2015 Holden
Colorado 7 LTZ

4WD, 6 Spd Manual Flat
Deck Ute, Towbar, Bullbar,
Bonnet Guard, Air Con, P/S,
1 Owner, Always serviced
by Holden, 305,000 km,
Excellent Condition

NZ New, 4WD, Auto,

7 Seater, Leather,

Towbar, 119,000 km,

Excellent Order

Auto, 4WD, Leather, Towbar,

Nudgebar, 2.8 Diesel Turbo,

Auto, 206,000 Kms

Very Tidy


