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IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE.

Bowlers make final push for new green, P3

It’s calf club seasonIt’s calf club season
By ALICE PARMINTER

Farming families from across Hauraki gathered on October 22 to participate in the much-loved spring 
tradition of Calf Club Group Day. At the Hugh Howard Domain in Ngatea, students from Hauraki Plains 
primary schools gathered with their pet lambs, goats, and calves. Meanwhile, Waihī East School 
played host to students and animals from across the wider Waihī district. MORE PHOTOS, P10-11.

Mia, Ruby, Hannah, and Rose-Anna from 
Turua School with their fluffy friends. 

Photo: ALICE APRMINTER
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 03
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16

Pressure (100 mins) M. In the tense 72 hours before D-Day, and the fate of the free world hanging in the
balance, the film follows General Dwight Eisenhower and Captain James Stagg as they face an impossible
choice—launch the largest and most dangerous invasion in history or risk losing the war altogether.
The Wizard of the Kremlin (136 mins) M. Russia in the early 1990s and the aftermath of the USSR’s
collapse. In a new world that promises freedom and flirts with chaos, a young artist-turned-TV producer
unexpectedly becomes the spin doctor of a promising member of the KGB, Vladimir Putin.
Black Sheeps - HALLOWEEN ADVANCE SCREENING (97 mins) R16. Comedy. Sequel to the 2006
NZ cult horror classic Black Sheep. Follows a young scientist convinced that a dangerous new pathogen
threatens the population and tracks it back to her hometown – in the shadow of the remote sheep station.
Klara and the Sun (116 mins) M. A Taika Waititi film. Klara, an Artificial Friend, wants to find the perfect
home. Her innocent wonder and unwavering loyalty heal her new family and bring light to their world.
Sense and Sensibility (132 mins) G. An irresistible new take on Jane Austen’s iconic Sense and
Sensibility: a charming, witty, and deeply relatable story of love and sisterhood.
Heart of the Beast (100 mins) M. Starring Brad Pitt. An intense adventure thriller that explores the
unbreakable bond between a man and his best friend Alsatian dog. Filmed in the South Island as Alaska.
Next week: Wicker (R16) Staring Olivia Colman, Alexander Skarsgård… A fisherwoman; smelly, single and
ridiculed, commissions herself a husband to be made from wicker. This sparks outrage, jealousy and chaos.
Wild Horse Nine (R13) Shortly before the 1973 Chilean coup, CIA agents Chris (John Malkovich) and Lee
(Sam Rockwell) are dispatched to Easter Island among the statues and bond with two rebellious students.

Movies from Thursday 29 October to Wednesday 4 November
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames
SPECIALISING IN:

Waterproofing Roofs and decks,
TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Hauraki Plains 
Motors ad.

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town
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





328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST
Contact Nikki today!

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING: Advertising Manager Nikki 
Sanders, Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@valleyprofile.
co.nz; Feature Writer Davidda Hikatangata, Ph 
022 174 3988, davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz. 
EDITORIAL: Managing Editor/Owner Teresa 
Maxwell, Ph 0204 0944 853, editor@
valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior Reporter Kelley 
Tantau, Ph 022 619 4889, kelley@valleyprofile.
co.nz; Senior Reporter Alice Parminter, Ph 022 
527 0988, alice@valleyprofile.co.nz.
MEDIA COUNCIL: The Valley Profile is a 

member of the NZ Media Council and subject 
to its complaints procedure. Complaints 
about stories must first be directed in writing 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz within 20 
working days of the story being published. If 
you are not satisfied with our response you 
can complain to www.mediacouncil.org.nz/
complaints.
LETTERS: All letters must include your full 
name and address, must be 250 words or less 
and may be edited, abridged or rejected at 

editor’s discretion. Email letters to the editor 
to: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz.
THE VALLEY PROFILE is independently owned 
and operated. We publish 16,000 copies every 
Tuesday, with an estimated reach of 35,000 
readers, delivered to every letterbox in the 
Hauraki Plains, Waihī, Ngatea, Thames and 
Thames Coast, with bulk drops throughout the 
Coromandel Peninsula, including Whangamatā, 
Whitianga, Pauanui, Tairua and Coromandel.
ISSN: 2703-5700 

valleyprofile.co.nz 
or download the 
Coromandel App

Body found 
during Waihī 
Beach search
A body was recovered on Octo-
ber 21 during the second day of 
a search for a missing kayaker at 
Waihī Beach.

While formal identification of 
the body is ongoing, Police believe 
it to be the body of a missing man 
who was seen entering the water 
at Waihī Beach with a kayak the day 
before.

Sergeant Will Hamilton said Po-
lice were called around 5:40pm on 
October 20 following reports of a 
man entering the water in a kayak 
earlier that day who had not been 
seen since. The kayak was described 
to be blue with black and white 
mottled (camo) colour, and was a 
single seated sit-on-top vessel.

The search operation ran through 
the evening, and included assis-
tance from the Police Eagle helicop-
ter. 

The Search and Rescue team con-
tinued the search for both the man 
and the kayak the following day. 

The man and kayak were brought 
to shore with the help of the Royal 
New Zealand Navy and Coastguard 
Whangamatā just before 3pm. 

“Our thoughts are with the man’s 
friends and loved ones at this diffi-
cult time,” Police said.

Gorge road works complete
One of the region’s most scenic 
drives is good to go for summer 
with all repairs and mainte-
nance work now complete on 
State Highway 2 through the 
Karangahake Gorge.

There were weekday full clo-
sures for a week during August, 
and another week in October 
while rock-scaling was carried 
out. This involved agile rope-
access technicians removing 
loose or unstable material on 
the cliffs above the road.

Most of the material fell on 
to the road, which was why the 
road needed to be fully closed, 
NZTA said.

“While the route will always 
need plenty of care and atten-
tion, [the recent] closures were 
also used to complete some 
remaining maintenance work, 
with the road opening again 
[on October 16] ready for what-
ever comes its way.”

NZTA said it had been a 
tough year for the gorge road 
between Waihī and Paeroa, as 
it was badly damaged by flood-
ing in January. 

The fast-moving river flows 
damaged nine separate sites 
triggering a co-ordinated re-
covery operation which ran 
from March to late winter.

Crews rebuilt underslips and 

repaired damaged banks, sta-
bilised slopes and carried out 
asphalt reconstruction.

Traffic management, includ-
ing lane closures and stop/go 
operations, was needed to keep 
workers and road users safe 
and traffic moving.

A significant part of the re-
covery effort involved repairs to 
a riverside retaining wall which 
has been in place for decades. 

Floodwaters enlarged exist-
ing cavities beneath the wall’s 
foundations, creating a risk of 
further movement and poten-

tial failure. Divers were needed 
in the water to assist filling the 
cavities with concrete. 

Simon Blanchett with one of the big rocks brought down.         SUPPLIED
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e
HatoHone
St John

Ambulance & Events Volunteer
Hato Hone St John has been serving New Zealanders since 1885. Today, we have nearly 12,000
kaimahi working across Aotearoa to enhance the health and wellbeing of our communities. From
responding to 111 calls to supporting people to stay healthy through health education, access and
monitoring, we make a life-changing difference every day.
We are currently recruiting volunteers for Hauraki Coromandel!
Volunteering with Ambulance & Events is a big commitment that provides huge rewards. By
working at community events and on an ambulance, your role is varied, but the focus is always on
providing quality care and support to patients.
As an Events Volunteer, you could be covering anything from local and international sports events
to school fairs or a concert.
We offer NZQA-recognised training and will give you all the support and education needed to
make you safe and effective in the field. Once accepted, your online and classroom training and
workbooks will take around 6-9 months to complete.
Qualifications
Ko wai koe - About you:
You will have a desire to help people in a compassionate and professional way, embracing the
diversity our communities offer and be committed to continuous learning and training. Without
question, you will be trustworthy and reliable, able to display excellent communication skills
(written and oral) and have great time management.
To be successful in this role, you will need:
● A full and clean NZ driver’s licence for at least 12 months or have completed an
approved NZTA advanced driving course (if full licence held for less than 12 months)

● To be 18 years of age or over
● New Zealand citizenship or permanent residency status
● A First Aid certificate level 2 is preferred, but if you don’t currently have one, we’ll
provide the training
● A clean police record
● To be able pass Hato Hone St John assessments - physical assessment, health
questionnaire, literacy and numeracy assessments and an interview

● To be available for regular duty and training (approximately two 12 hour shifts and
one training session per month).

Introductory courses are available in either February or May 2027.
Applications close on Thursday 19 November 2026
If you’re excited and think you have what it takes, we want to hear from you! Even if your
experience doesn’t align 100%.
For further information please contact Tanya Jeffery, Senior Recruitment Advisor on 095260528
Ext: 9970 or tanya.jeffery@stjohn.org.nz for a confidential discussion.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Bowlers make final push for new green
The Waihī Beach Memorial 

RSA Bowling Club is mak-
ing a final push to raise $71,000 
towards a $375,000 project 
to install an artificial bowling 
green.

The club has already saved 
40 per cent of the total cost 
and raised a further 45 per cent 
through fundraising, and are 
now asking local families, indi-
viduals, and businesses to help 
bridge the gap.

Treasurer Peter Bullock told 
The Profile the club’s existing 
green cost more than $30,000 
a year to maintain, with the 
amount of water required be-
coming a concern given climate 
change forecasts.

He said restrictions could 
mean the club having to truck 
in water to keep the green alive, 
while its reliance on a certified 
greenkeeper was another chal-
lenge if one was not available in 
the future.

An artificial surface would re-
duce those maintenance woes 
and allow the club to remain 
open year-round, avoiding a 
two-to-three month renovation 
shutdown each winter.

Peter also said the new green 
would drain more effectively 
following rainfall, reducing 
disruptions to play and creat-
ing more opportunities to host 
tournaments and community 
activities.

“We want this facility to be 
available for many generations 
into the future,” he said. 

“Long-term, we see the instal-
lation of lighting along with this 

new green a fantastic oppor-
tunity for twilight or corporate 
bowls. 

“Combined with the RSA 
meals and entertainment, it 
could be a community asset 
drawing people from outside 
the area to visit.”

The project is expected to cost 
around $375,000 by the time 
the club adds finishing touches 
like signage, a sweeper, vacuum, 
sheds, and scoreboards.

Peter said the club - located on 
Beach Rd - was looking to raise 
the remaining $71,000 in a final 

push, with the initial response 
to getting the project over the 
line “very encouraging”.

They are seeking local fami-
lies, individuals, and businesses 
to sponsor a plaque on their 
planned sponsor board. 

If the club secures the remain-
ing funds by the end of the year, 
it hopes to have the new surface 
installed in April or May, 2027, 
with a supplier already con-
firmed.

“A new green will provide 
year-round bowling, reduce 
maintenance, and help keep our 

club viable, active, welcoming, 
and connected for generations 
to come,” Peter said. 

“It’s about so much more than 
bowls - it’s about friendship, 
health and community spirit. A 
legacy for the future.”

Last week, the club found 
success on the bowling front, 
beating Mount Maunganui 147 
points to 135 in their annual 
encounter to win back the Jim 
Shaw Memorial Trophy.
DETAILS: To help with the final fun-
draising push, contact Devon 021 
800 933 or Peter 029 623 3647.

Waihī Beach Memorial RSA Bowling Club is fundraising to replace its existing green with an artificial surface.     SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU

DOC: ‘Hook a 
fish not a fine’
DOC marine protection rangers are 
preparing for the second summer of 
patrolling the marine protected areas 
of the Hauraki Gulf/Tīkapa Moana.

In October last year, new marine 
protected areas came into effect, 
adding 12 high protection areas, five 
seafloor protection areas and ex-
tending two of the six existing marine 
reserves in the gulf. Together this rep-
resented 586km2 in new protected 
areas.

DOC’s Kirsty Prior said her team 
had been engaging with people 
across Auckland, gulf islands and the 
Coromandel. “In the last 12 months 
our team has attended boat shows 
and fishing competitions, distributed 
more than 100,000 fliers to retailers, 
fishing clubs and individuals, installed 
more than 120 signs at water entry 
points. We’ve also undertaken thou-
sands of foot and boat patrols in and 
around the marine protected areas.

In peak summer months, a team of 
34 DOC rangers will engage with the 
public and undertake boat and foot 
patrols. They will be supported by a 
high-zoom CCTV network covering 
the marine protected areas, drone 
technology and, government agen-
cies such as New Zealand Police and 
Fisheries New Zealand. The public 
can support marine protected areas 
by alerting DOC to suspicious or ille-
gal behaviour on 0800 DOC HOT (362 
468). 

“An infringement fine for fishing in 
a marine reserve or high protection 
area starts at $600. On top of fines, 
DOC warranted officers have the 
power to stop and search boats and 
vehicles, require people to identify 
themselves, and seize fishing gear.

“Our message is straightforward: 
hook a fish not a fine.” 
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Family’s love of netball ends in sibling rivalry
A love of netball runs deep in 

the Barker family.
Former Hauraki Plains College 

students Krystal O’Carroll (nee 
Barker), 44, and Bre Barker, 26, 
got involved in the beloved sport 
at around four years old and 
played throughout college.

It was their mother, Faye 
Barker, who nurtured them into 
the game.

“Netball has been in our blood 
with our mum being so heavily 
involved,” the sisters said.

It wasn’t just a shared connec-
tion to netball the family had, it 
was also a shared connection to 
Hauraki Plains College.

That’s because across the years, 
the Barker ladies all had stints in 
the role as coach for the Hauraki 
Plains College A netball team.

Matriarch Faye led the way in 
1993, followed by Krystal who 
co-coached in 2016 and then Bre 
who is the current coach.

Krystal has now moved out of 
the area and is now the co-coach 
and manager of the Pāpāmoa Col-
lege Premier A netball team.

While there’s a shared love 
of netball between the sisters, 
there’s also a fair bit of competi-
tive sibling rivalry.

Last month, Pāpāmoa College 
went head to head with Hau-
raki Plains at the UNISS (Upper 
North Island Secondary Schools) 
Tournament.

Krystal coined the game “a bat-
tle of sister to sister” but in the 

end, the shooting accuracy from 
Pāpāmoa was “not enough to take 
out HPC”, she said.

It was the first year for Hauraki 
in the B Grade after they won the 
C Grade last year, Bre said, and 
their first game of the tournament 
was against Papamoa which har-

boured “some sibling competitive-
ness… probably more from my 
side”. “Our girls were out to win 
with the pre UNISS nerves and 
getting our rhythm, we started off 
down by four [points] by the end 
of the first quarter and crawled 
our way back up to then beat them 

with the final score being 26-23 to 
HPC.”

When Faye coached in 1993, 
she attended the newly introduced 
UNISS Tournament held at the 
North Harbour Netball Courts.

“I believe this is the pinnacle of 
Netball and has been going until 

Krystal O’Carroll, left, Faye Barker and Bre Barker at the netball courts.                                      Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA present day. Although [I’m] not 
coaching the team, I love sup-
porting the [HPC A team] girls,” 
she said.

“So proud of both our girls 
that have both taken up that role 
among other things they have 
done,” she said.

Netball is a treasure to the 
Barker family, which has now 
made its way to a third genera-
tion member. “[Papamoa] have 
been having a Netball exchange 
with HPC for three years now, 
and this year saw us bringing 
HPC over to play our Junior A 
Netball team, which involves my 
daughter Olivia [granddaughter 
of Faye]”, Krystal said.

Olivia, who is a year 10 stu-
dent, will travel to Rarotonga in 
December to represent her club 
team called Coastal.

Krystal said she also encour-
aged Olivia to coach a year 8 team 
this year and she loved it.

“It taught her a lot about en-
joying the game; winning is not 
everything, and progress can 
look different and not just on the 
scorecard.”

It was clear the family was 
about sharing what they learned 
in the sport. “We were always 
made to give back to netball, and 
this might look like umpiring or 
helping out. We all are very gen-
erous people that only want the 
best for players and I think that’s 
something that we have definitely 
learnt off Mum with all she has 
given back to the sport.”

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE
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$11.5m Whitianga 
transfer station 
set to open
The completion of a long-awaited 

piece of community infrastructure 
in Whitianga was celebrated last week, 
marking a major milestone for Mercury 
Bay and its growing community.

Whitianga’s new $11.5 million Refuse 
and Recycling Transfer Station at 48 
Moewai Rd replaces the former facil-
ity on South Highway West, which had 
been outgrown as demand increased 
from Mercury Bay’s growing popula-
tion.

The facility will open to the commu-
nity on November 10, with the existing 
transfer station closing the day prior to 
allow for equipment and operations to 
move over.

Speaking at last week’s opening cer-
emony, Thames-Coromandel District 
Mayor Peter Revell said the occasion 
was a chance to celebrate what had been 
achieved and recognise the people and 
organisations involved. “This is a signif-
icant milestone for Whitianga and Mer-
cury Bay. It has been a long journey to 
get here and today is about celebrating a 
modern facility that will serve this com-
munity well for many years to come.”

The need for a modern facility was 
recognised through successive council 
Long Term Plans, with the project ulti-
mately funded through the 2024-2034 
LTP, with a budget of $11.5 million.

The project also received up to $5.9m 
from the Ministry for Cities, Environ-
ment, Regions and Transport’s Waste 
Minimisation Fund, significantly re-
ducing the cost to Thames-Coromandel 
ratepayers.

Council said the facility was purpose-
designed to meet the area’s growing 
needs, providing safer and more effi-

cient refuse and recycling services. It 
includes improved traffic circulation, 
dedicated entry and exit weighbridges, 
an enclosed refuse drop-off area and 
separate areas for recyclable and recov-
erable materials.

“This facility gives us the space and 
infrastructure to meet the increased de-
mand, while making it safer and easier 
for customers and creating more oppor-
tunities to keep valuable materials out 
of landfill,” Mayor Revell said.

The site also provides a foundation for 
the Wāhi Tukurua community resource 
recovery centre to develop a community 
resource recovery facility.

Mayor Revell acknowledged Ngāti Hei 
for their guidance and support, along 
with the central government funding 
partnership and the many contractors, 
project partners, council staff and com-
munity representatives involved.

“This is more than the completion of a 
construction project. It’s an investment 
in the future of Mercury Bay and some-
thing our community can be proud of.”

The facility was purpose-designed to meet the area’s growing needs, providing safer and more 
efficient refuse and recycling services.                    Photos: SUPPLIED/TCDC

Mayor Peter Revell, left, and group manager
infrastructure Mo Imtiaz unveil the plaque.
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S EN I O R S POR T S AWARDS : T O P ACH I E V EMEN T S !

Kia kōtahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te taumata

Visit Thames High School website www.thameshigh.school.nz ~ Thames High School Events and Celebrations ~ Ph +64 7 868 8688

Thames High SchoolTe Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
We grow together to achieve ones true potential

CONGRATULATIONS

SENIOR MIXED
TOUCH TEAM

Thames High
School Sport

Team of the Year

DIMPLE MARTIN

AMP Trophy Colin
Barlow AMP Cup

Best All Round
Contribution to
Thames High
School Sport

LILY MCCARTHY

The Maureen
Coakley Cup

Best All Round Girl
in Sport (Senior)

WALTER WIKI

The McConnell Cup

Best All Round Boy
in Sport (Senior)

JACK MCLAREN
& WALTER WIKI

The Steven Hadley
Award

Most Outstanding
Achievement in

Sport
(Senior)

CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS

Thames netballer lands squad selection
Isabella McCulloch is not afraid 

to step outside her comfort 
zone.

The 16-year-old netballer from 
Thames High School proved it re-
cently when she put her best foot 
forward at a Netball Waikato-Bay 
of Plenty development session 
alongside 66 of the top secondary 
school players.

“The testing was challenging 
but also a really good experience 
because it pushed me to show 
what I could do as a player,” she 
said.

Not only did it boost the year-12 
student’s confidence, from there 
the young star was selected to join 
a 22 player squad for the Magic in 
the Making Advance camp on Oc-
tober 18 at the Matamata Netball 
Centre. The camp is a high-per-
formance development training 
event hosted by Netball Waikato 
Bay of Plenty Zone.

“I was honestly excited and 
proud of myself when I found out 
I had made the squad.”

“Being selected out of 66 play-
ers is [a] really special achieve-
ment for me. It meant a lot to me 
because I know how much work I 
had put into my netball and it was 
exciting to see that hard work pay 
off,” she told The Profile.

The camp “definitely met” Isa-

bella’s expectations because she 
said it offered her the chance to 
“challenge myself, build my confi-
dence” and learn new things.

One of the biggest challenges 
was “performing under pressure” 
alongside so many talented play-

ers. Although it was difficult at 
times, the young athlete said she 
tried to stay focussed and “trust 
my abilities”.

One thing was certain: “my love 
for the game has continued to 
grow”.

Isabella began her netball jour-
ney at the age of 10 and said she 
enjoyed being able to learn and 
improve her skills ever since. 

She started off in centre position 
but switched to shooter in 2025 
due to getting appendicitis.

Isabella McCulloch, 16, was selected to attend the Magic in the Making Advance Camp.       Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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 “It was supposed to be a tem-
porary position while I recovered 
from the surgery but I ended up 
loving and having a passion for 
the position.”

Isabella’s netball experience 
was supported by others in her 
circle. “My mother is a big ad-
vocate for me for she has been 
encouraging me and taking me 
to the places I need to be to have 
achieved this far.”

Someone she looked up to was 
her teacher, Michelle Tupper, who 
was a “big encouragement for me” 
in netball, she said. 

“[She] has supported me and 
motivated me to keep going. She 
was one of the players for [the 
Waikato Bay of Plenty] Magic 
in 2000 and 2001 and she is my 
inspiration.” Isabella also valued 
time with her team.

“Being on the court with my 
team mates gives me a feeling of 
excitement, happiness and be-
longing,” she said.

“I love the energy we bring, be-
ing able to trust each other and 
working together towards the 
same goal.” 

The promising player’s posi-
tivity and clear mindset was a 
strength. “I think it’s important 
to aim for the stars because you 
never know what you can achieve 
unless you’re willing to challenge 
yourself.”
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Fully costed. Fully paid for. See the detail at labour.org.nz

Better Now Better Future

for Coromandel
GlenBennett glen.bennett@labour.org.nz

labour.org.nz/glenbennett

/glen.bennettmp
/glenbennettlabour

@gbennettmp

You work hard. Your pay should
go further. Labour will cut
everyday costs.

Your hard work should get you
somewhere. Labour will help you
get ahead.

Good jobs and incomes so
your kids can build a future
here at home.

BackingKiwi businesses
with a new government
investment fund

Backing apprenticeswith
hiring incentives and $1,000
for tools and kit

Backing small businesswith
new laws to get them paid on
time and support to invest

Backing the next
generationwith good jobs
and opportunities to build a
future here at home

Spend less on the basics.
Keepmore for everything else.

Free prescriptions and
maternity scans

Weekly public transport
capped at $20 in Auckland,
Wellington and Christchurch,
and $10 everywhere else

Three free GP visits a year for
everyone with a newMedicard

Solar power with no upfront
cost to lower power bills

Authorised by Rob Salmond, 2 Gilmer Terrace, Wellington.

The Thames Art Gallery is set to host 
two featured artists for the month of 

November, with exhibitions by painter 
Peter Augustin and potter and ceramicist 
Ria Erasmus-Kruger.

For Peter, who lives in Whitianga, it will 
be his second time showing his work at the 
Thames Art Gallery, a place and town he 
said he loved.

“What I try to give the people is a little 
bit of connection to art, to find themselves 
in the painting, in the colour maybe,” the 
painter said.

His belief was that everybody had their 
own colour, everybody had their own view 
of art and people.

The artist, who was born in Slovenia and 
lived in Switzerland for most of his life, 
shifted to New Zealand in 2004 and made 
it his home.

He carried his passion for art with him.
“I paint from my feelings, from my 

heart. And I think that is what I try to give 
to people, just the feelings, love, art. Like 
in Europe, they call me ambassador of 
love. I was painting lots of paintings [that 
were] a little bit romantic.”

While most of Peter’s paintings were of 
faces or bodies, he said he also made col-
lages, print works and landscapes.

“I just hope that people down in Thames 
and also the visitors, the tourists, [that] 
they stop and see something in the gal-
lery.”

Meanwhile, in the northern end of the 
gallery will be the works of Ria Erasmus.

Her aim with her art was to “make peo-
ple happy”, she said.

The artist was around 50 years old when 
she said she first put her hands on clay.

“The first time that I really saw pottery 
clay and put my hands on it was in 2009. 

IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE
IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables
- Extrusions - Fasteners

- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases

- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools

- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing
CONTACT US: online@readbros.co.nz

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Artist paints from feelings, heart, love

Peter Augustin at work.      Photo: MARION MANSON

Pottery by Ria Erasmus-Kruger.        Photo: SUPPLIED

And I immediately fell in love with it, it 
was like instant,” the potter told The Pro-
file.

“The moment I could carve into it, it was 
just magical, I was obsessed and I’m still 
obsessed with it.”

The now 67-year-old artist said she 
“never looked back”.

Ria said she was also a water colour and 
oil painting artist, who did quilting and 
embroidery and used to teach the subjects 
in South Africa.

She hoped people would find something 
affordable at the exhibition that “they re-
ally love” to take home, she said.
DETAILS: Peter Augustin and Ria Erasmus Kru-
ger’s art will be on display at the Thames Art 
Gallery, 604 Tararu Rd, Thames, daily from 
10am to 4pm.
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Times have been tough for
Kiwis, but National’s plan is
working and now is not the
time to turn back.
This election is tight.
Giving your party vote to anyone
but National risks Labour forming
the next government. That means
reckless spending, more borrowing
and higher taxes.

Stick with the plan.
Party Vote National.

Authorised by J de Joux, partysecretary@national.org.nz

2 YEAR OLD SOOTY is looking for a home.
He is desexed and will need someone with the time to give him the

attention to gain his trust.

All cats are now $80 at Waihi Town Cats.

For more information please contact
Maggie at the shop 25B Seddon St,
Waihi or

Waihi Town Cats.

Sponsored by
Waihi Gold Alpacas

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Kath Sewell wins first place in the Mixed Media category for Ohinemuri Crossing 1.        Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Valley Profile reporter Alice Parminter wins first place in photography. 
Waikino Hall is brimming with art 
enthusiasts on opening night.

Waikino wonders
The Art Waikino opening night on October 22 rallied a room full 
of people ready to politely peruse the art. Snacks and chats were 
in full swing while artists, friends, family members and art ap-
preciators took in the sights and sounds from the live musician. 
Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA took in the arty atmosphere. 
WINNERS: Painting: 1st Eyes Wide Open by Ian Peppercorn; 2nd Star builders and 
the laundry by Robin Pullant. Photography: 1st Take A Seat by Alice Parminter; 
2nd Sydney Harbour Bridge by Stacey Moir. Craft: 1st Snapper by Mike Tate; 2nd 
Flora by Mary Metcalf. Sculpture: 1st Searching by Carl Reinsfield; 2nd MAUI and 
the fishhook by Keith James Bell. Mixed Media: 1st Ohinemuri Crossing 1 by Kath 
Sewell; 2nd Rust by Ratree Sawat. Radical Reuse (art featuring recycled materials): 
1st Kiwiriki Bay by Mike Tate; 2nd Side by Side by Patricia Domensino. Young Star 
(under 25): On Tour by Sarah Reinke.

Mike Tate wins first place in both Craft and Radical Reuse categories.

Carl Reinsfield wins first place in 
sculpture for Searching.

Highly commended Young Star Erana 
Telekolio accepts her award.
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NEW ZEALANDERS FIRST

Authorised by Vincent Andersen, vincent.andersen@nzfirst.nz

GET IN TOUCH:
vincent.andersen@nzfirst.nz

Vincent
Andersen

We are the only nationalist party.

We are the only socially conservative party.

We are patriots of our country, New Zealand.

We are the voice of common sense.

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

Gift ideas for ChristmasGift ideas for Christmas
The other day there was 

a pretty big crash just 
down the road from my of-
fice. I ran over to see if I 
could help, but by the time 
I arrived there was already a 

nurse on the scene, emergency services had 
been called, and there wasn’t really anything 
useful I could add. Traffic, however, was 
starting to become a problem. So I ran up to 
the next intersection and tried to stop cars 
from heading towards the accident. 

This is where it got interesting.
Cars would come around the corner and 

there I was, standing in the middle of the 
road, arms up, signalling them to stop.

And they’d just drive around me.
I’d wave a bit more enthusiastically. Nope. 

Around me they went. Then, about 30 sec-
onds later, they’d reach the accident, realise 
they couldn’t get through, turn around and 
come straight back past me.

After watching this happen over and over 
again, I started thinking: Are we sometimes 
doing exactly the same thing with our lives?

We can become so busy, so focused on 
where we’ve decided we need to go, that 
even when something is telling us, “Hey, 

stop,” we just drive around it.
Sometimes it’s another person trying to 

warn us. Sometimes it’s a difficult conversa-
tion we’ve been avoiding. Maybe something 
isn’t right in our family, marriage, health or 
finances. 

Or maybe we’re simply exhausted and our 
body has been waving its arms in the middle 
of the road for months, but we keep driving 
around it because there’s too much to do.

Not everything that slows us down is a 
bad thing. Sometimes stopping for a mo-
ment, listening to someone else, asking a 
few questions or reconsidering the direction 
we’re heading could save us from driving 
straight into a mess. I’m naturally someone 
who likes to keep moving, so this is probably 
a reminder I need as much as anyone. 

Every now and then, pause. Look at where 
you are and where you’re actually heading.

Because sometimes the thing getting in 
your way isn’t there to stop your progress.

It might be there to stop you driving 
straight into the mess ahead.

Are we too busy to stop?
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Thrive Trust, 
supporting mentoring and resilience programmes 
across Thames and Paeroa. To support his local 
youth work or follow stories and insights, find him 
on social media @michaelwilkes.kiwi. Enjoy these 
articles? Grab his book The Unschooled Life at 
michaelwilkes.kiwi.

Pet ProfilePet Profile
Loki is a handsome, medium-sized 
boy with a beautiful brown coat, 
perfect golden eyebrows and the 
sweetest heart.

While Loki enjoys a little play-
time with his favourite toys, his 
real passion is being close to his 
people. This affectionate boy is a 
total cuddle bug who loves pats, 
belly rubs and simply spending 
time by your side.

One-on-one, Loki really shines. 
When he bonds with you, he gives 

you his whole heart and wants 
nothing more than to be near 
you, soaking up every bit of af-
fection he can get. He’s the kind 
of boy who will lean into your 
pats, roll over for tummy rubs 
and make you feel like you’ve just 
made his entire day.

Loki promises a whole lot of 
love, devotion and those heart-
melting moments that make hav-
ing a dog so special.
DETAILS: www.spca.nz.
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60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799
• Graham - 027 224 0991

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

2026 Yamaha
AG125

$3,999+GST

Ride Away Price

Finance Available from 5.95%

2026 Yamaha
AG200

$6,049+GST

Ride Away Price

* Terms & Conditions Apply

* Terms & Conditions Apply

AGRICULTURAL LIME AND LIME ROCK

179 Sandspit Road,WARKWORTH

Phone 09 425 8531
www.rodneylime.co.nz

Ag lime + race rock
100mm and 50mm grades

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Calf club kids
In Hauraki, the interschool calf club group day was held 
at the Hugh Howard Domain on October 22, with children 
and their animals lined up under the trees at the field’s 
edge. The goats, lambs, and calves were brushed and 
groomed in preparation for their turn around the judge’s 
ring. Reporter ALICE PARMINTER captured the excitement.

Isabelle and Isla from Turua School with their calves Cookie and Ellie. 

Elaina from Ngatea Primary School with her calf Evie. Photos: ALICE PARTMINTER

Glacier with lamb Marshmallow. 

Kyle and Austin with their lambs.

Ruby with her lamb Mopsy. 

Bryah with Evie the calf.Nikau and Skyla and their lambs.

On the LandOn the Land
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VOTING DILEMMA
You may have noticed all
and sundry currently trying
to influence your vote by
telling you how to “vote
strategically”.

Highly paid media
influencers are enticing us to
vote for the “lesser of two
evils” instead of just voting
for what we really want
and what our country really
needs.

The system is currently set up to divide us so let’s think about
who benefits from us being divided i.e. right vs left, Maori
vs Pakeha, locals vs immigrants, climate, rich vs poor….. We
Humans have moved to all boundaries of the globe, diverging,
becoming resilient and adaptable as we went, looking for
resources to support life. Some insatiable humans decided that
they needed to increase their share, have more than everyone
else, so had to take others resources by force. We are now
converging but with the same mentality.

Historically, rulers have had a major problem in managing
the populations forced under their control. But their solution
was simple - buy themselves protection. Fear is the greatest
tool to control mankind (think about the Covid messaging).
Rulers created laws, police and armies. They created control
mechanisms, and when that stopped working, they created
“politics” including opposition parties to make you feel like you
have a say in the outcome, making you feel like you live in a”
democratic society”.

Funding both sides of a confrontation means you never lose,
which is why funding is the preferred tool of the financier class.
In a world where the pen is mightier than the sword, they use
deceit and deception to misappropriate our country’s resources
for the Global elite (or parasites, depending on your view
point). How was the subversion achieved? Tell people what they
want to hear, keep the truth to a select few and create a system
that governs people through fear. Think this is extreme? Try not
paying your rates and see how long the council lets you keep
your house.

All that said, there are exceptional people in this world. W
Edwards Deming was tasked with getting Japanese industry
back on its feet after WWII. He applied his methods with a local
culture, ‘bottom up’ solutions from the people at the coal face

to solve problems. This famously created acceptance and
cooperation from all involved to produce work to the highest

standard and made Japan a world leader.

Waste was eliminated in the process, not by failure rejects.
Deming identified that most failures are due to system failures
as people are only as effective as the system allows. Our
political system makes decisions to benefit one group of people
and you and I are not included in that group. We can see - it’s
the system that is failing us, not the people. If we transition to a
system of governance that insists on the people making the

decisions for themselves, this embeds trust, accountability,
transparency and removes wastefulness and corruption at
every level of governance. Decisions made by the people and
carried out by the government. When WE are trusted to make
important decisions that affect us, acceptance and cooperation
will be the outcome. Instead of being disgruntled by-standers
wondering what happened to our country.

There are many of these ‘Giants’ whose shoulders we could
stand on to achieve greatness as a country, so WHY and HOW
do we end up with the government we have?

“You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To
change something, build a new model that makes the existing
model obsolete.” R. Buckminster Fuller. I learned what does not
work in the last election cycle when I ran with NZ Loyal. Make
sure - if you are going to follow someone, make sure that they
are following someone that is not lost. Make sure your leader is
seeking results not recognition.

I’m standing in the Coromandel electorate for Outdoors and
Freedom Party because New Zealand is ready for brand new
operating system and that system is called Direct Democracy.

This new operating system means the power flows from the
community, NOT from a small handful of “rulers” making
decisions from behind closed doors. This is a truly bottom up
grass roots approach achieved by cooperation not division.
This is how we move from the “economics” of scarcity and
divisiveness to the “alchemy” of working together for the
common good and creating more for everyone. Co-ops not
communes so you can still rise to the level of your efforts.

Are you happy with a “representative” democracy where the
only choice you get is to vote once every three years for a
political party who continues to pander to its Big donors and
to Big Banking, Big Agriculture, Big Pharma, Big Insurance, Big
Energy instead of to the people. With direct democracy and
people power, we can take our power back. The people are the
highest authority in a democracy, WE rule over government
instead of the other way around. Outdoors and Freedom
philosophy is simple, create a new system out of this decaying
one to produce the best possible results for the people NOT
the politicians, NOT the multinational corporations that bleed

the value out of this country. You the voter will have to make
the choice – do you vote to continue to be part of the control
grid and debt slavery? Or do you vote your, and your children’s,
future freedom?

It’s time to stop trying to solve a problem with the same level
of thinking that created that problem. It’s time for a whole
new way of thinking where WE THE PEOPLE get to choose how
our country is run and who benefits from our labours and our
resources.

With the NZ Outdoor & Freedom Party in Wellington we can
help transition the Government to a Direct Democracy. Start by
embedding our Bill of Rights so our entire population can’t be

bullied and intimidated by Government, simultaneously
creating a Constitution or Declaration of Direct Democracy, that
we ALL agree on, how we want our country to function based
on the PEOPLES VISION not a political vision.

Can just one person make a difference? YES! If they know what
they are doing, know how government runs, know how to ask
the hard questions, together we can harness PEOPLE POWER,
within communities for the benefit of those communities.

No one said it would be easy, but we just can’t keep doing the
same thing for decades and watch over our managed decline.

If you still need someone to tell you who to vote for, let me
help.

Be brave, vote different, vote for freeing us all from an outdated
and duplicitous system of governance. Vote Outdoors &
Freedom.

Vote on the day, if you can, to make sure your vote gets to the
right place

https://www.yahoo.com/news/videos/texas-native-matthew-
mcconaughey-urges-140754109.html

Authorised by Ray Cobb
New Zealand Outdoors and Freedom
0274985499 - cobb@eol.co.nz

Advertisement

Spring to school
Waihī East School played host for the district’s interschool 
agricultural day on October 22. Families watched as the 
children led their animals through their paces in the ring, 
and judges commended their animal husbandry skills. 

Roland from Opoutere School with calf Luca. Ella from Waihī East School, with calf Gingernut. 

Addison and Isla from Waihī East School, with their lambs.

William from St Josephs School Waihī with his calf End-game, left, and Waihī 
College student Luke with his calf Buddy. 

Alaska and her lamb, Star.           Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Waihī East School’s Te Ahorangi with her calf Daisy. 
Laura from Waihī Beach School with lamb Nibbles, and 
preschooler Brodie with lamb Hulk. 
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
51 Poland Street, Waikino 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa22223

Character, Comfort & Spacious Living
Charming cottage with three double bedrooms, high-
stud ceilings and spacious living. Heat pump, wood
burner with wetback, covered deck, insulation, rewiring
completed plus a single garage. Character, comfort and
space!

Asking Price $665,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
9 Cornwall Street 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21706

Relaxed Living with Rural Charm
A sunny and inviting two-bedroom home fit for easy
everyday living. The spacious lounge has a heat pump
and lovely rural outlook and front and rear courtyards.
Plus, a handy internal access garage.

Asking Price $599,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

New Price

Waihi
7 Heath Road 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21307

Lifestyle Living, Town Convenience
Price adjusted and the vendor is ready to sell - serious
buyers, this one deserves your attention. Privately
positioned on 1ha (more or less) on the edge of town,
this substantial country residence delivers the perfect
balance of lifestyle and freedom.

Asking Price $949,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
38 Princes Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21705

Bring Your Offer, Let's Make It Happen!
First home, or investment with options, this three-
bedroom home offers comfortable family living. The
open-plan kitchen, dining and lounge, have been
updated. There is still room to add your touch here. Big
section, big opportunity. Call now.

Asking Price $549,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
56B Waitete Road 4 2 2 2

eves.co.nz/ewa22179

Modern Living in Privacy
Tucked away down a private right of way, this
beautifully presented GJ Gardner home offers
modern family living at its best. Set on a 677sqm
(approx.) section, it features four bedrooms, two
bathrooms, two living areas and an open-plan
kitchen, dining and living space. Beautifully
landscaped gardens create a peaceful, private
setting, while the double garage with internal
access adds convenience. Modern, spacious and
low maintenance, this is a home not to miss.

Price by Negotiation

Phone for viewing times

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

Brooke Edwards
EVESWaihi Top Achiever
for September
Choosing a salesperson that works hard
to get you the best possible result is one
of the most important decisions you can
make as a homeowner. Get in touch with
Brooke for a free, no obligation appraisal.

EVESWaihi / September

027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Licensed under the REAA 2008

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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eves.co.nz

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz / dynastyholtz.eves.co.nz

List with
Dynasty this Spring
and go in the draw to WIN a
$2000 outdoor entertaining package!

Get a free appraisal and list exclusively with
Dynasty Holtz this spring, and go in the
draw to win a fantastic outdoor entertaining
package from Mitre 10 valued at $2000. To be
eligible, simply list your home with Dynasty
before 30 November 2026, and purchase
our $500 Spotlight Marketing Campaign to
promote your property!

Call Dynasty today for more information!

Terms and conditions: *Property must be listed exclusively
with Dynasty Holtz, EVES Waihi, on a standard 90 day sole
agency agreement. Spotlight Package must be purchased
upon commencement of property campaign. Winner will
be contacted on 1st December. Dynasty Holtz, EVES Waihi,
retains the right to change or cancel this offer without notice.

Licensed under the REAA 2008

, Licensed under the REAA 2008

New butter churn to be driven by electricity

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

The development of the 
plant at the Ngatea butter 

factory was proceeding apace.  
A big Silkeborg churn, a 

Danish invention, had been 
put into position and two cork 
lined vats were installed.  

The new churn had the great 
advantage of doing away with 
the man who worked the but-
ter as it would now be driven 
by electricity.  

In the engine room a motor 
was installed for driving the 
freezing plant, and another 
for using the water pumps for 
the coolers. The new electrical 
plant meant the end of having 
to keep the boilers going. 

Meanwhile, a large motor 
bus loaded with passengers 
was travelling to Thames from 
Matatoki when, on nearing To-
tara, it overtook a smaller bus 
going in the same direction 
which had slowed down to pick 
up a passenger.  

When endeavouring to pass 

The butter factory at Ngatea.                             Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

it, the larger bus ran too close 
to the drain at the side of the 
road and capsized throwing out 
all passengers. 

One person broke a leg and 
another suffered severely 
from shock. Both were taken 
to Thames Hospital, the other 
passengers escaping without 
serious injury.

Over at Paeroa, a change of 
name for the railway station 
was being considered. At a 
Chamber of Commerce meet-
ing, Mr Brown proposed the 
new name of Paeroa Junction.

One of the immediate advan-
tages of the change would be 
that the name Paeroa Junction 

would be picked out in black 
letters in railway timetables 
and would attract more atten-
tion from outsiders. 

The alteration would show 
that the residents realised the 
importance of the place as a 
junction for the Paeroa-Pokeno 
railway. 

If the move was not made 
now, warned Mr Brown, they 
would be stuck in the mud as 
they always had been.

An Auckland businessman, 
accompanied by four ladies, at-
tempted to motor from Auck-
land to the Hauraki Plains via 
Pokeno and Miranda, a road 
which was metalled the whole 

1923

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. The Auckland CRL opened for 
passenger services on September 
13, 2026. What does CRL stand 
for?
2. Which US boxer lent his name 
to a popular brand of grill in 1994? 
a) Muhammad Ali, b) George 
Foreman, or c) Joe Frazier?
3. The last major change to New 
Zealand’s give-way rules occurred 
in which year? a) 2002, b) 2012, 
or c) 2022?
4. According to NASA, the first 
crewed mission to Mars would 
take around how long to reach 
Mars from Earth? a) Nine weeks, 
b) nine months, or c) nine years?
5. Who is Maynard James Keenan? 
a) A famous economist, b) a for-
mer NZ Prime Minister, or c) the 
frontman of the band Tool?
6. Tui and Bellbird are the only 
New Zealand members of which 
bird order? a) Honeyeaters, b) 
Nightjars, or c) Stitchbirds?
7. What nationality is tennis play-
er Novak Djokovic? a) Austrian, b) 
Bosnian, or c) Serbian?
8. In the movies Finding Nemo 
and Finding Dory, which species 
of fish is Dory? a) Angelfish, b) 
blue tang or c) clownfish?
9. Which of these classic bands 
was not from New Zealand? a) 
The Cars, b) The Chills, or c) The 
Clean?
10. Which Armani brand is priced 
as the more affordable fashion 
range? Emporio Armani or Giorgio 
Armani?

ANSWERS: 1. City Rail Link; 2. b) George 
Foreman; 3. b) 2012; 4. b) Nine months 
(although SpaceX is aiming for a six-month 
mission one way); 5. c) The frontman of 
the band Tool; 6. a) Honeyeaters; 7. c) 
Serbian; 8. b) Blue tang; 9. a) The Cars; 10. 
Emporio Armani.

distance with the exception 
of eight miles along the coast 
between Miranda and Waita-
karuru.   

About four miles of this road 
was awash at high tide and 
during the man’s journey there 
was a torrential downpour.

When he passed a local home-
stead, the alarmed resident set 
off in his car to give warning to 
the man but he couldn’t catch 
up to him. He saw that several 
bad spots had been negotiated 
and thought that the motorist’s 
luck had held.  

But it had not. The man’s 
car sank down deep in oozy 
clay and stuck fast.  A passerby 
went for help, and one horse 
was sent but it could not budge 
the bogged car. 

Finally, the man and pas-
sengers, drenched and cov-
ered in mud, trekked back to 
the homestead where the most 
generous hospitality was ex-
tended to them. The next day 
four men and four horses and a 
great deal of timber succeeded 
in extracting the car.  

An earlier effort with two 
horses, in which the back 
wheels of a wagon were nearly 
pulled off, had failed. 

Making matters worse had 
been the high tide backing up 
the water from a hot spring.

The motorist noticed that the 
water was warm and for a time 
could not understand it, think-
ing he had made the discovery 
of a tepid rainstorm.
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Gardening for November
SPRING AT AEROVIEWSPRING AT AEROVIEW

382 Ngati Maru Highway
Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week
8.30am to 5.00pm

GIFTS
GIFT SHOP FULL OF NEW ARRIVALS

LARGEST SELECTION OF VEGE PLANTS
ON THE PENINSULA.

KUMARA PLANTS IN STOCK NOW.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

30

Non planting
Day

1

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

7

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

8

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

9

NewMoon

10

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

11

Non planting
Day

12

Non planting
Day

13

Plant above
ground crops

14

Plant above
ground crops

15

Plant above
ground crops

16

Non planting
Day

17

Non planting
Day

18

Non planting
Day

19

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

20

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Plant above
ground crops

24

Plant above
ground crops

25

Full Moon

26

Non planting
Day

27

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

28

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

29

Non planting
Day

November 2026Novembber 2026
Moon PlantingMMMoon Planting
CalendarCalendar

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

*Free extra Battery with Kit purchase. Valid on selected products from 01 September – 30 November 2026 or while stocks last. Terms and conditions apply. See in store or online for details.

2018
-2026

Garden Power To
ols

Garden Power To
ols

SPRING SAVINGS ON NOW AT STIHL

extra batterywith selected
as system kits VALUED AT $55free

free

LINETRIMMER KIT
AS 2 BATTERY

extra

fsa 30
BATTERY INCL. TOOL,

AS 2 BATTERY

$305

extra
battery*

rc
BATTERY COMPACT
PRESSURE
WASHER KIT

INCL. TOOL,
ACCESSORIES,
2 X AS 2 BATTERIES
& AL 1 CHARGER

$395

e
ba

f

NETRIMMER KIT & AL 1 CHARGER

ca 20 $395

extra
attery*

ree

gta 26
BATTERY GARDEN
PRUNER KIT

INCL. TOOL, OIL,
AS 2 BATTERY
& AL 1 CHARGER

$345

ex
bat

fr
xtra
ttery*

ree

BATTERY SHRUB
SHEARS KIT

TRIMMING BLADE,
AS 2 BATTERY
& AL 1 CHARGER

asa 20
BATTERY PRUNING
SHEARS KIT

INCL. TOOL,
AS 2 BATTERY
& AL 1 CHARGER

$405

free

asa 20 $405

extra
batt

free
tra
tery*

sga
BAT
SPR

NCL. TOOL,
S 2 BATTERY
AL 1 CHARGER

$355

e
ba

f

a 30
TTERY
RAYER KIT

IN
AS
&

$

extra
attery*

ree

new

hsa 26
BATTERY SHRUB

INCL. TOOL, SHRUB
BLADE, GRASS
TRIMMING BLADE

$265

free
extra

battery*

free

317 Pollen St,Thames
Stihlshop.co.nz 07 868 8730

Rapid spring growth underway
The spring garden is at its best now after 

some welcome rain and warmer tem-
peratures. Trees, shrubs, perennials and 
seasonal annuals are all flowering and the 
fruit trees and vegetables are showing a 
glimpse of crops to come. 

With rapid spring growth under way it 
is important to maintain plant health in all 
sections of the garden. Cultivate vegeta-
bles regularly and irrigate if required. Suc-
cessive sowings of summer vegetables will 
extend summer harvests.

Planning ahead is important to en-
sure you get the most out of your 
spring garden. When decid-
ing what to plant in your 
garden consider what you 
like to eat, how much 
room you have and 
creating colour in your 
backyard. Feeding is 
essential to success-
ful crops.

Popular Christmas 
crops – Radish seeds 
are quick to grow, Let-
tuces, lots of varieties. 
Buy the mixed pun-
nets to give you a good 
variety. Peas, Beetroot, 
Zucchini, Carrots, Potatoes, 
Kumara and Cucumber. Impor-
tantly grow what you will eat. If 
you don’t have much space, remember 
you can grow vegetables in pots and con-
tainers.

If you get the kids involved with the 
planting and harvest, they are perhaps 
more likely to want to eat them. Get a pot 
just for them to choose what they want to 
plant. Then it becomes their project. Peas 
planted under the tripod is a good starting 
point. Follow the instructions on the pack-
et to plant and water to keep the soil moist 
but not too wet. Feed with liquid feed once 
they are 5-10 cm high. Cover the soil with 
mulch or pea straw. Happy gardening kids.

Plant tomatoes, peppers as the soil 
warms protect from the wind where pos-
sible. Seedlings you have grown indoors 
need to be “hardened off” before they are 
planted in the garden. Gradually acclima-
tise seedlings before planting by moving 
them outside in their containers during the 
day.

Fill your piece of paradise with colour-
ful floral displays to bring joy on a daily 
basis for both you and the BEES. Examples 
are Borage, Sage, Calendula, Lavender, 

Petunias. It is a lovely time in the 
garden with the blossoms 

on the fruit trees turn 
into tiny fruit. Don’t 

be alarmed by some 
early fruit drop, it is 
normal with young 
trees experiencing 
vigorous growth. 
A side dressing of 
sulphate of pot-
ash can stimulate 
hardier growth 
and improve fruit-
ing habits. Nature 

is such a wonderful 
thing and brings a lot 

of pleasure to people’s 
lives. 
Once the citrus harvest 

is finished prune your trees to 
open the structure and allow more 

light into the centre and fertilise.
Watering times in the garden are impor-

tant to gain the most benefit from your 
precious water. Early morning is the best 
time so there is less evaporation but as 
long as it gets done. Avoid watering during 
high temperatures.

Weed and Feed your lawn now to 
achieve a lawn that will withstand the 
summer heat. Don’t mow too low and not 
when the ground is wet. 

Enjoy your spring garden.
- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle

Grow peas to get kids involved in the vege garden. ABOVE: Attract bees with lavender.  UNSPLASH

GardeningGardening ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Sales - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance - Susie Doherty 07 868 8950

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Sales & Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

2022 Aqua

2024 Toyota Hilux SR 4WD

2026 Pixis

2023 Toyota Yaris Cross Hybrid

2017 Vitz

2024 Toyota Yaris Cross GX

New 2026 Hybrid RAV 4’s

New 2026 Hybrid ZR Camry

$32,490

$57,990

$23,990

$29,990

$15,990

$33,990

$58,190 DRIVE
AWAY

Hybrid, 8,657 Kms

11,931km, Canopy,
Towbar

4WDMini Truck, 2,704 Kms

NZ New

Hybrid, 56,094 Kms

Hybrid, NZ New

TEST DRIVE TODAY

Plug In Hybrids’s
Also Available

Top of the range
model
Test drive our demo
today!

2024 Kia Carnival EX

$47,990

8 Seater

2022 Fortuner Ltd

$57,990

73,000 Kms

2017 HiLux SR5

$31,990

2WD, NZ New

2025 Yaris Cross

$36,990

Hybrid, 22,000 Kms
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Amber, 4 Apple of one’s eye, 11 Event, 14 Props, 15 Broadcaster, 16 Friesian, 19 Padlock,
20 Shape, 21 Rehearsed, 24 Steadfast, 26 Outlaw, 27 Stream, 31 Throb, 32 Negligee, 34 Victorious,
38 Solicit, 39 Precis, 40 Esteem, 41 Faze, 42 Wetsuit, 45 Compressed, 50 Dessert, 54 Rate, 55 Litmus,
56 Dermis, 57 Nit pick, 60 Speculated, 61 Opposite, 62 Safer, 65 Fiesta, 66 Abroad, 67 Tradition,
72 Instincts, 73 Farms, 74 Panther, 79 Decanter, 80 Inadvisable, 81 Mania, 82 Gorge, 83 Number thirteen,
84 Fever.

DOWN: 2 Mortar, 3 Expel, 5 Pure, 6 Loathes, 7 Occupy, 8 Oast, 9 Eleventh, 10 Errors, 11 Elementary,
12 Evil, 13 Tantrum, 17 Ocean, 18 Retaliated, 22 Offer, 23 Detonate, 25 Tropics, 26 Oversee, 28 Choose,
29 Egg cup, 30 Attend, 33 Largo, 35 Sweet, 36 Kiwi, 37 Mess, 42 Warts, 43 Tattered, 44 Taiwan, 45
Cummerbund, 46 Most, 47 Redwood, 48 Strips, 49 Exits, 51 Emit, 52 Soprano, 53 Rocket, 58 Sustenance,
59 Study, 63 Continue, 64 Steal, 65 Firedog, 68 Remnant, 69 Strewn, 70 Tahiti, 71 Petite, 75 Tease,
76 Scar, 77 Edit, 78 Clue.

294

ACROSS
1 Claw (5)
4 Avenge oneself for
past wrongs (6,3,6)
14 Restaurant
customer (5)
15 Strike with a firm
blow (5)
16 Make in three
copies (10)
17 Male relation (5)
19 Compete (3)
20 Infirm (7)
21 Educational
establishment (9)
22 Hoarse (anag)(6)
25 Dancer’s spin (9)
27 Lecture (6)
28 Repaired (6)
33 Vertical lift-off
aircraft (10)
35 Filled pastry (3)
36 Grow by addition
(6)
37 Colourful
gemstone (4)
39 Sprint (3)
41 Computer screen
(7)
42 Preserved sausage
(6)
43 Marching orders
(9)
44 Blown instrument
(5)
45 Boss (8)
50 Supposing (2)
51 Physically fit and
active (8)
55 Supportive yell (5)
58 Pirate (9)

59 Finale (6)
60 Daydream (7)
61 Be unwell (3)
63 Water hole (4)
64 Canoed (anag)(6)
65 Tune (3)
66 In the end (10)
68 Huggable (6)
69 Stuck (6)
71 Famous person (9)
76 Brownish pigment
(6)
77 Sheer cliff face (9)
79 Disobedient (7)
81 Tank (3)
84 Light beer (5)
85 Boxed
confectionery (10)
86 Of the moon (5)
87 Dangerous (5)
88 Seek solace in
drink (4,2,3,6)
89 Remains (5)
DOWN
2 Marzipan flavour (6)
3 Surpass (5)
5 Goes astray (4)
6 Showy crest on
head (7)
7 Lives (6)
8 Fewest (5)
9 Protective cover
from weather (7)
10 Responsibility (4)
11 Let off (6)
12 Rogue (5)
13 Mourned (7)
14 Reduced in rank
(7)
18 Study of insects
(10)

23 Trivial (5)
24 Acknowledge
defeat (7)
26 First (7)
27 Star-wearer (7)
29 Down payment (7)
30 Twist out of shape
(6)
31 Say something (5)
32 Day’s end (6)
34 Actual (4)
36 Declare invalid (5)
38 Fragrant shrub (5)
40 Testament (4)
45 Nudge (5)
46 Preserved (7)
47 Egg-shaped (4)
48 Lace hole (6)
49 Started (5)
50 Red nail (anag)(7)
52 Extreme pain or
misery (10)
53 Pull out (7)
54 Affront (6)
55 Pivotal (7)
56 Decorate (5)
57 Formerly (4)
62 Chop off (5)
67 On in years (7)
68 Transform (7)
70 NAfrican country
(7)
72 Captivate (7)
73 Mystery (6)
74 Self-assurance (6)
75 Unvarying (6)
76 Secret store (5)
78 Fabric (5)
80 Haggard (5)
82 Accurate (4)
83 Calf meat (4)

 SUDOKU               274

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                294

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3395.00* + Doctors Fee
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3595.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3710.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3395.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.+PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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Scott
Simpson

Authorised by S. Simpson, scott.simpson@national.org.nz

National Party Candidate
for Coromandel

A Lifestyle Village In ThamesA Lifestyle Village In Thames
on the Coromandelon the Coromandel

A VARIETY OF VILLAS AND
APARTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE!
All villas and apartments are within walking distance

to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our open plan, single level apartments
feature covered balconies with fantastic
views of the sea, Kauaeranga River and
mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen,
lounge, bedroom and bathroom offer
stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each
level’s shared lounges, use of the village
Community Lodge and participation in all
activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484
www.richmondvillas.co.nz

‘Standout features’ set for 
Waihī Garden Ramble
Things are ramping up as the Lions 

Club of Waihī prepares to host its 
upcoming Garden Ramble on Novem-
ber 7 and 8.

The purpose of the ramble is to raise 
funds for the community.

Garden Ramble committee convenor 
Jennifer Chappel told The Profile the 
proceeds this year would go to the Li-
ons skin cancer screening bus and oth-
er Lions projects for the community.

“We’ve been doing this for a number 
of years now. We do lots of things to 
raise money for the different organiza-
tions around town and what have you.

“We thought this was a worthy 
cause,” she said.

They planned to hold the ramble 
from 9am to 4pm on both days wheth-
er wet or fine, she said.

“There’s 14 gardens [and] eight new 
ones that haven’t been open to the pub-
lic before.”

All of the gardens, except for one, are 
based in town.

“This year we decided because of the 
cost of petrol and cost of living and all 
that sort of thing, that we would keep 
it all in town so there wasn’t too much 
travelling, bar one.”

Food was to be available at two of 
the gardens, and toilet stops at a few 
places, plus a big plant sale along the 
way, she said.

All the information is located on 
the tickets, which can be purchased 
from a few different collection points 
across Waihī, Waihī Beach, Paeroa and 
Thames.

“It’s nice to see new gardens. We’ve 
got one or two favourites, but they 
haven’t been on for, you know, two or 

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

three years.”
The Lions hold the garden ramble 

every two years. 
“Some of the [gardens] haven’t been 

on for, say, four years or something 
like that, so you can see the difference 
in the growing of them.” 

People could look forward to seeing 
the range of gardens, and one in par-
ticular that Jennifer said had “standout 
features”.

“The Butterfly Garden is very good 
and it’s good for children to see,” she 
said.

“The other garden that has really 
standout features is on the top of Beach 
Rd and it has lovely, huge statues of all 
sorts in the garden.”
DETAILS: Tickets cost $30 and are avail-
able at Beach Road Garden Centre, Waihī 
Beach Home and Hardware, Waihī HDC, 
Eclectic Studio in Waihī, Country Dog 
Paeroa and Aeroview Garden Centre in-
Thames. For more information, contact 
Jennifer, Ph 027 204 0488.

The Lions Club of Waihī will hold its Garden 
Ramble on November 7-8.        Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

flooring

33 Belmont Road,
Paeroa

07 214 7208
paeroa@flooringdesign.co.nz

Carpet

Garage Carpet

Laminate

Vinyl Plank

Timber

Roller Blinds

Vertical Blinds

Venetian Blinds

flooring

builder
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

07 868 6868

auto air conditioning

admin@jrb-ag-services.co.nz

ag services

• Qualified experienced 
   tree faller 
• Forestry or domestic.
• Forestry thinning .
• Portable sawmilling 
   and slapping.
• Firewood sales or 
   cutting.
• Wilding pine, 
   dangerous tree’s.

Phone Phil 021 944 419
Email trees2timbernz@gmail.com

arbor culture

DAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G EDAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G E
Registered Drainlayers

• Domestic / Commercial Drainage
• New Builds / Subdivisions 

Additions / Alterations
• Truck / Digger Hire • Septic Tanks

Free quotes • Friendly & Prompt service
Phone 0274 997 354

E:info@dodd-drainage.co.nz
Deep down you’re gonna love us!

drainage

air conditioning

Contact 021 514 497      glass@bakerjoinery.co.nz

• Glass Repairs
• Shower Glass

Member AMN
Masterglaziers network

Proudly supported 
by Metro Glass

• Retro-fit Double Glazing
• Insurance Quotes

glass & glazing

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

GL Transport
Supplementary Dairy Feed Supplies
Email: gltransport@xtra.co.nz
Phone: 027 476 4310
Grant

• Contracts available 
   on most products
• Custom blends to 
   your requirements
• All Grades Aggregates
• Feriliser
• Ag Lime
• Limestone products

agriculture

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Owens Flooring has a spacious 240m2 
showroom, one of the largest in the 

Western Bay of Plenty Area.
On display is a wide range of leading brands 

of both solution dyed nylon carpets and 100% 
wool carpets in an array of the latest colours in 
both hard twist cut pile and textured loop pile 
finishes. 

They also have in-store stock special ranges 
of carpets and vinyls at competitive prices 
suitable for all households, with additional 
sample ranges available of the top-quality 
brands in engineered timber and laminate 
planking ranges.

Owens Flooring is a very well respected and 
recognised business based in Waihī Beach, 
specialising in both residential and commercial 
flooring sales and installation. 

Owner Bill Owens and his team have more 
than 30 years of experience in all aspects of 
floor coverings. 

They are a proud member of The Flooring 
Foundation - which offers exclusive flooring 
ranges and prices to a selected group of 
independent flooring retailers, as well as 
The NZ Flooring Association – which sets the 
industry training and guidelines to improve and 
maintain the standards in the field of flooring 
in NZ.

 Call in and see their friendly sales team to 
book a free measure and quotation.
DETAILS: Showroom at Unit 5/57 Wilson Rd, 
Waihi Beach. Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4pm 
and Saturdays by appointment. Phone 027 233 
7277 or email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz. Visit 
www.owensflooring.co.nz. Covering floors from 
the Hauraki basin, Coromandel Peninsula, 
Waihī, Waihī Beach, Katikati and beyond.

Floors covered with Owens Flooring
Visit the team with more than 30 years of experience in all aspects of flooring



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

HOUSE LIFTING
       NZ LTD

0800 2LIFTU
2 5 4 3 8 8

Onsite relocation, house lifting, house support for 
basement development, repiling and relevelling

admin@2liftu.co.nz

repiling

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• Rubbish & green   
  waste removal
• Lawns, hedges and  
  property tidy ups
• Deceased estate 
  clearing
• Gutters, windows 
  and water blasting
• Furniture moving 
  and more

property services

027 212 7750027 212 7750  027 212 7750 precisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nz

ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
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ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS

windscreens

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

 027 717 8001

windscreens

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

CERTIFIED 
PLUMBER 

SPECIALISING IN

Brad Wilkie
022 400 1993      brad@peninsulaplubingsolutions.co.nz

Hot Water Cylinders
Residential & 
Commercial
Repairs &
Maintenance
Renovations
Roofing & Spouting
After Hours Service










 

plumber

Building or renovating?
We can help.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
 022 023 9502 • petch.nz

structural engineer

Need a Plumber?
• Plumbing
• Gasfitting
• Drainlaying

• Residential
• Maintenance
• New Housing

Thames
(07) 868 6021

Waihi Beach
(07) 863 5621

plumber
SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchens - Wardrobe Solutions 
Laundry - Bathrooms 

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in kitchen & cabinetry
Contact 07 863 8962 / info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnson Street Waihi

joinery

100 Grey St (Opposite wharf)
Thames 07 868 6868

WINDSCREENS 
CHIPS REPAIRED while you wait

windscreens

07 868 6868

TYRES &
BATTERIES 
BEST PRICE
IN TOWN

TYRES - Best Brands
4 Wheel Alignment
100 Grey St Thames
07 868 6868

NEW!
24hr 

Inflation 
Station

tyres & batteries

Soft-wash the exterior of your house, roof, patios, 
paths and driveway. For best Algae, Moss & Lichen 

treatment. We also clean exterior of windows, 
gutters and do general waterblasting 
Prompt local service with over 

20 yrs experience 
Call for free quote

Andy Direct:  027 313 4386 or 0800 737 777 
or email: atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz  

- Property Maintenance Professionals

HOUSE WASH
housewash

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

signs

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Students set to perform
The Thames Music Group Young 

Performers concert on Sunday, 
November 1, will feature students of 
formal music lessons from Thames High 
School, Hauraki Plains College, Parawai 
School and Karangahake School.

Organisers said the Young Perform-
ers concert was an annual showcase 
of young talent for the Thames Music 
Group in the 1980s and onwards. 

“With 2027 being a celebration of our 
50th year of concerts, in preparation 
for the big year ahead, it seemed apt to 
reach into the past for ways to connect 
the musical community and add even 
more diversity into concert series. 

“Our Friday concert series, which is 
free but encourages a donation for en-
try, has already seen [many] concerts 
performed.”

This includes performances by resi-
dents at Tararu Village and Richmond 
Villas, Thames High School, Te Kura o 
Te Kauaeranga Thames South School, 
Thames Citizen’s Band and local per-
formers, Rob Holding, Dylan Wade, Nur 
Peach, Kevin and Alissa Place, and our 
annual performances by students from 
the Waikato University Music Depart-
ment. The group’s Sunday concert series 
has seen NZTrio, Passione Quartet, Olga 
Shanina and Rosemary Barnes, Stephen 
De Pledge, Manu Mātātahi, Auckland 
Youth Choir and WindWood perform.

“We’re delighted to showcase local 
upcoming talent to finish our concerts 
in 2026.

Luca Yamamoto on guitar.              Photo: SUPPLIED

“Join us to hear the following young 
musicians perform:  Howard and Ry-
anne Yang, violin, Maia Ngamane, 
piano, Luca Yamamoto, guitar,  Ales-
sandro Yamamoto, piano, Kiara Curtis-
Apeu, euphonium, and Sophia Haakma, 
violin.”
DETAILS: Thames Music Group’s Sunday 
Concert series presents The Young Per-
formers Concert , Sunday 1 November 
2026 at 2.00 pm, St George’s Church, Mac-
kay Street, Thames. Tickets: Adults $10, 
Free entry/Under 18 yrs old.



Advertise 
with the paper 

that is being read
 Valley Profile     

P: 022 130 3885

20 THE VALLEY PROFILE, October 27, 2026   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Sheep Shearing 
Services

Tuition

STUMP GRINDING. 

All sizes, all areas. 

Thames based. 

Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman

Death Notice Handyman Services

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 021 
251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Painters

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Public Notices

Storage

Storage

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Land Wanted

Church Notice

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Monday Noon

For Lease

Farming

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Builder

Land wanted to lease, 
up to 40 hectares, 
Hauraki Plains or 
surrounds, long term. 
Ph 027 278 5384

That Painter Ltd
Interior / Exterior

Small-medium sized 
projects preferred

Free Quotes
“I paint like Piccaso, 

only cheaper”
Call Stan, 0223137911

Small block of land to 
graze 4 highland cows 
and rear a few calves. 
Anything considered. 
Text or call Richard 027 
933 2015

Experienced 
independent AB 
Technician available 
for your herd. Call/text 
Richard 027 933 2015

Mobile shearing, 
crutching, hoof 
trimming & drenching
For lifestyle block 
owners, competitive 
rates. Call Richard 022 
128 0852. Or email 
richard.collier@xtra.
co.nz for details

 Effective from 2nd November 2026
Jane Hunter Solicitor

Thames Office 
at “The Old Lodge”

133 Martha Street, Grahamstown, Thames
     will be open and staffed on

Wednesdays-Thursdays-Fridays
(closed Mondays and Tuesdays)

Cook’s Beach Office
at “The Cottage”

970 Purangi Road, Cook’s Beach  
will have Jane available, 

by appointment only, 
on Mondays and Tuesdays

for appointments, please phone the 
Thames Office 07-868 8666  

or email office@janehunter.co.nz
Jane Hunter mobile 027-2764226

Thames & Districts 
RSA Inc

AGM
November 15, 1pm

Thames Bowling Club
Mackay St

All members support 
is needed

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Due to a 
bereavement our 
service on Sunday is 
cancelled.

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

GUITAR AND BASS LESSONS. 
Thames/Hauraki based. 
Beginner to Intermediate.  
Ages 8 to 80.  
saltwoodmusic@gmail.com 
www.saltwoodmusic.weebly.com
Len Salt 021-61-9952.

Language, culture and 
friendship at Paeroa Central
New friendships, learning and perfor-

mances are some of the insights Te 
Wiki o te Reo Māori gave to Te Kura Tua-
tahi o Paeroa, Paeroa Central School.

To speak and share te reo Māori was part 
of everyday life at the kura, principal Mona 
Hinston said.

The week gave ākonga (students) oppor-
tunities to share their language and Hau-
rakitanga with others.

On September 14, day one of Te Wiki 
o te Reo Māori, ākonga from Papakauri 
and Mumuhau Teina (junior classrooms) 
visited Netherton School to watch a dress 
rehearsal of A Day at the Museum play.

On day two, the kura’s Kapa Haka Teina 
performed for tamariki, staff and whānau 
at RiverGlade ECE.

The children and staff from RiverGlade 
were delighted with the performance and 
presented the rōpū with a thank-you card 
and popsicles, principal Mona said.

On days four and five, the kura hosted 
students from China.

“Their visit began with a pōwhiri at 
school, followed by morning tea and time 
to get to know one another. Matua Larn 
Wilkinson then led a walk to Tui Kairangi, 
sharing knowledge of the local whenua 
along the way,” she said.

The learning went both ways.
She said one excited year seven ākonga 

learned how to say ‘thank you, hello, how 
are you and good’ in Mandarin.

On day four, Kapa Haka Tuakana (sen-
iors) and some of the Teina rōpū welcomed 
the visitors onto Ngāhutoitoi Marae. 

Whaea Chrissy Te Teira and Colleen 
Renata shared knowledge of the marae, its 
wharenui and wharekai, and local tikanga 
(customs).  The tamariki performed for 
their guests before everyone shared a hāngī 
lunch.  

On day five, the visitors returned to 
school to learn Te Arapū Māori (Māori 
alphabet, names and sounds), take part 
in the Kauri Protection Programme, play 
games and spend more time with their new 
friends.  They also made harakeke bracelets 
and putiputi with Whaea Chrissy.

One of the adult guides said the students 
were delighted with the experience, gained 
so much from it and were really sad to 
leave.

A whānau member noticed the same feel-
ing among the kura’s ākonga.

“What an experience for our tamariki. 

They really didn’t want them to go”, the 
whānau member said.

Across the week, “our tamariki took their 
learning beyond the classroom” and per-
formed for younger children, shared te reo 
Māori and local stories and found the con-
fidence to learn words in another language, 
Mona said.

Their visitors experienced the kura, the 
marae and the warmth of the people who 
welcomed them.  The week ended with new 
words to remember, gifts made by hand 
and friendships that reached far beyond 
Paeroa.

Students gather for the pōwhiri, held at the marae, below.            Photos: KIERAN MCSHANE

Ākonga weave together. BELOW: A visitor 
speaks during the pōwhiri.

Students play basketball together.

GROSE, 
Ans Ada (nee Hogeveen):
Born 20.11.1942 in Holland.
Died 25.10.2026 very 
peacefully in Thames 
hospital. Thank you to all 
professional staff in both 
Waikato and Thames 
Hospitals for your caring.
Dearly loved mother of 
Melissa and Kathryn, loved 
mother-in-law to Chris and 
Roger, loved Omi to Ronan, 
Kieran, Jasper and Hamish.
Close friend and companion 
to Althea for 35 years.
Celebration of Ans’s life to 
be held in the Community 
Centre, Tararu Retirement 
Village later this week. Phone 
0210 663 321 for details.
All friends welcome.

Your soul begins its new 
journey Ans, 

in love and peace.
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Kaiaua 989EastCoastRoad

1,232sqm 3 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu26Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.30amSun 1Nov&4.30-5pmSun8Nov
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Waterfront,designedaroundthewayyou live
Setagainstanexceptionalwaterfrontbackdrop, this refinedthree-bedroomresidencecapturesexpansivewater
views fromthekitchen,diningand livingspaces.Built in2016, the 117sqmhomefeaturesanopen-plan layout flowing
outdoors, a stone-benchedkitchenandmaster suitewithwalk-inwardrobeandtiledensuite.Doubleglazing,
insulationandaheatpumpprovideyear-roundcomfort. The 1,232sqm(moreor less) sectionoffersestablished
gardensandcoveredoutdoor living,whileasubstantial approx.7mx8.4mgarageprovidesexcellent storage.A
gardenshedandoriginalKaiauasmokehouseaddfurtherappeal,withboating, fishing,paddleboardingandthe
HaurakiRail trail nearby.

bayleys.co.nz/2630309

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 591DEastCoastRoad

232.86ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu26Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1-2pmWed28Oct& 11am-12pm
Wed4Nov&Wed11Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Grazing, fishing,or investmentwithseaviews
If farming, fishingandseaviewsareonyourbucket list, this232-hectaregrazingpropertydeliversanoutstandingmix
ofproductivityand lifestyle.North-east facing, it capturespanoramicviewsacross theHunuaRanges,HaurakiPlains,
CoromandelRangesandFirthofThames.Easy to rollinggrazing land, steepersidlingsand40hectaresofcovenanted
nativebusharecomplementedbya largewoolshed,yards, auxiliaryshedsandasolid three-bedroomLockwood
home.TheHaurakiRail Trail is at the frontgate,with fishingnearbyandKaiaua township just4kmaway.Currently
leased, itoffers flexibility tocontinue thearrangementor farm ityourself.

bayleys.co.nz/2630306
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 136PipiroaRoad

80.54ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 12Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmTue3Nov
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

80ha+ lease=122,000kgMS
Establisheddairyunitof80.54ha(moreor less) in theheartof theHaurakiPlains,offering flatcontour, reliablecouncil
waterandawell-organised farm layout.Three titles support45paddocksplus35 leasedpaddocks,with300MAcows
supplyingFonterraanaverageof 122,000kgMSover thepast twoseasons. Infrastructure includesa22ASHBdairy
shedwith in-shed feeding,250-cowyard,haybarns, calf shed, implementshedsandestablishedeffluent
management.The 1957brickhomeprovides threebedrooms,practical livinganda fully fencedsection.Located just
1.2kmfromNgatea township,withconvenientaccess toschools, servicesandmajorcentres.

bayleys.co.nz/2630291

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

WyunaBay 1999WyunaBayRoad

2,041sqm 3 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu26Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Wheretheviewstakecentrestage
Positioned in thesought-afterWyunaBay, this impressivecoastalhome isall about theviews, spaceand location.Set
on2,041sqm(moreor less), itselevatedpositionmakes themostofan incredibleCoromandeloutlook.Upstairs, the
light-filledopen-plan living,diningandkitchenareaopensontoanextraordinarywraparounddeck.Threedouble
bedroomsandthemainbathroomarealso locatedupstairs.Downstairs, a largedoublebasementgarageprovides
parkingalongsideaworkshoparea, laundryandbathroom.Offeringspace,practicalityandan impressivecoastal
setting, thisWyunaBaypropertyhasall the ingredients foranoutstandingpermanenthomeorCoromandel retreat.

bayleys.co.nz/2181059



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     October 27, 2026, THE VALLEY PROFILE 23

bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Thames 107BowenPlace

816sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 19Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Anewowner is thenextstep
With thevendors readytomoveon, there isclearmotivationbehind thesaleof 107BowenPlace.Spanning816sqm
(moreor less), thiselevatedThamessectionenjoysviewsacross theFirthofThamesandsurroundinggreenery,witha
sunnyposition ideal forplanningyour futurebuild.Whetheryou're looking tocreateapermanenthomeora
Coromandel retreat, there isplentyof scopetodesignaproperty that suitsyour lifestyle. Just fiveminutes from
Thames township, you'll haveconvenientaccess toschools, cafés, shopsandeverydayamenities,whileenjoying the
appealofelevated livingandtheopportunity tocreatesomethingofyourown.

bayleys.co.nz/2181042

NEWLISTING

Thames 242TonyAvenue

3 2 1 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 19Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Space,comfortandareasontoact
pleasemakethisunder700charactersSetonagenerous904sqm(moreor less), 242TonyAvenue isawelcoming
bungalowcombiningcomfort, characterandpracticality. Inside, theopen-plankitchen,diningand livingareacreates
acentral space foreveryday living,whileaseparate loungeprovidesanadditional area to relaxorentertain.Three
bedroomsanda familybathroomcomplete the layout.Outside, a largedeckprovides theperfectplace tositback,
enjoy thesunshineandtake in thesurroundinggardens.Thebeautifully landscapedgroundsarea real featureof the
property,whileasinglegarage, carportanddisabilityaccessaddanother levelofconvenience.

bayleys.co.nz/2181038
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2016 Ford Focus Trend
1.6 Ltr Auto, Alloys, NZ New,

Mint Condition

$11,990

2007 Honda CRV
Auto, AWD, Alloys,
2.4 Ltr Economy

$8,990
2017 Nissan X-Trail ST

2.5 Ltr Auto, NZ New

NOW JUST
$16,990

2009 Mercedes E350
Diesel Coupe, Rare Car

JUST
$13,990

2011 Mazda Bongo
Auto, Dual Rear Wheels, Flat Bed

$9,990

2015 Jeep Compass
2.4 Ltr, Auto, 4WD, NZ New, Low Kms

ONLY
$12,990

2015 Holden Barina
Auto, 1.46 Ltr, RS Sport Model

$9,990
2013 Toyota Aqua Hybrid

Auto, Low 75kms,
Superb Condition

$9,990

Hauraki Plains Motors

New in store - Honda OutdoorsNew in store - Honda Outdoors
Pumps • Weed Eaters • Mowers • Generators • EnginesPumps • Weed Eaters • Mowers • Generators • Engines

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121, Cody 027 244 8440

Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz


