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HAURAKI AND COROMANDEL CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS + BUSINESS ADVISORS

with the Refuge winning the 
Māori Business Excellence award. 

“It’s about being proud as well, 
particularly of our kaimahi [staff] 
and the work that they do on a 
day-to-day basis,” she said. 

The People’s Choice awards 
went to two food outlets - Luke’s 
Kitchen in Thames-Coromandel 
and Turua Bakery in Hauraki 
- with the judges calling them 

standout businesses and commu-
nity favourites. 

Peter Richardson, Ricky 
Bowen, Rino Wilkinson, and 
Colin and Gloria James were 
recognised at the event for their 
outstanding contributions to the 
business community, each receiv-
ing a Service to Business award. 

Thames-Coromandel District 
Mayor Peter Revell said the 

awards highlighted the strength, 
innovation and dedication of the 
region’s business community. 

“It was inspiring to see the pas-
sion, resilience and commitment 
shown by this year’s finalists and 
winners… These businesses and 
organisations are making a real 
difference in our communities.”

Hauraki District Mayor Toby 
Adams also acknowledged the 

calibre of this year’s entrants, and 
the contribution local businesses 
made to their communities. 

“Our local businesses are a big 
part of what makes our communi-
ties such great places to live, work 
and visit, and we’re incredibly 
proud of the people who choose 
to do business here and contrib-
ute to our communities.”

The Thames War Memorial 
Civic Centre was abuzz with 

celebration on October 15, as 
local businesses gathered to cel-
ebrate their successes. 

The biennial Claymark Hauraki 
Coromandel Business Awards, 
run by the Hauraki and Thames-
Coromandel district councils, 
saw 26 finalists recognised across 
eight categories. 

Coromandel Shelly Beach Top 
10 Holiday Park took out the 
overall Supreme Winner cat-
egory, also winning the Customer 
Experience award. 

Judges said the holiday park 
stood out for its outstanding 
understanding of customers and 
commitment to continuously im-
proving the customer experience. 

“A very well-rounded business 
with strong financial perfor-
mance, smart use of technology, 
good systems and continual rein-
vestment,” judge Sue Loder said. 

Owner Aaron McFarlane said 
he was “humbled and honoured” 
by the accolades.

“It’s 24-7, 365 days of the year 
we’re looking after people, so we 
try and do our best,” he said. 

“We’ve got a special little spot 
here by the beach… That Kiwi 
holiday kind of tradition is what 
we try to make it all about.”

Marica Slavich, whose business 
Onform PM Limited took out the 
New and Emerging award, said 
she felt validated by the recogni-
tion. “A lot of my work happens 
behind the scenes - with project 
management it’s just the nature 
of the job, so it was really nice 
to have the judges recognise the 
hard work that’s gone into build-
ing my business,” she said. 

Te Whāriki Manawāhine o 
Hauraki chief executive Denise 
Messiter also said she appreci-
ated the recognition of her chari-
table organisation’s hard work, MORE PHOTOS: P5

Accolades aboundAccolades abound
By ALICE PARMINTER

Coromandel Shelly Beach Top 10 Holiday Park was the Supreme Winner on the night.              Photo: FELICITY JEAN PHOTOGRAPHY
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 03
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16

Mon/Tues open from 4pm
Wed-Sun open from 11am
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Five arrested in drug bust operation, P2

0800 TOTALSPAN
TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

TRUST YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS
Totalspan Coromandel 1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames
P 07 869 0400 E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

Merry Merry 
ChristmasChristmas

Pup Patrol star Huntaway Cross Trevor  is 
ready to pull the sleigh, while retrodoodle 

Chelsey is ready for a Christmas ride.
Photo: RHONDA WALCH

The Pup Patrol showed off The Pup Patrol showed off 
their canine tricks at Waihī their canine tricks at Waihī 

East Primary School recently, East Primary School recently, 
and also dressed up in their and also dressed up in their 

Christmas best to share festive Christmas best to share festive 
joy and lollipops with children joy and lollipops with children 

down Waihī’s main street. down Waihī’s main street. 
MORE PHOTOS: P22MORE PHOTOS: P22

THIS SPACE COULD BELONG 
TO YOUR BUSINESS!!!

A rare opportunity for 
your business.
The front page 

bottom space has 
become available.

Contact Nikki - 

E: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 

or P: 022 130 3885

BE QUICK

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Hauraki Taxa-
tion ad.

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
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



328 Pollen Street, Thames
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E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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only

$50 + GST
Contact Nikki today!

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Business sentenced 
after 7-metre fall
Hauraki roofing and maintenance busi-

ness Professional Trade Services NZ Ltd 
(PTSNZ) has been ordered to pay more than 
$16,000 after an untrained worker suffered 
serious spinal injuries from an on-site fall. 

The worker fell approximately 7.1 metres 
through a clear roofing panel while on-site at 
the Hauraki District Council office in Paeroa 
on January 15, 2025, WorkSafe confirmed. 

The worker sustained fractures to multiple 
vertebrae in his spine. 

PTSNZ pleaded guilty to a resulting charge 
under the Health and Safety at Work Act, 
and was convicted in the Waihī District 
Court. 

The business has been ordered to pay 
$15,000 in emotional harm reparation, and 
legal costs of $1505.87 plus court costs to 
WorkSafe. 

Due to the company’s current liquidation 
status, it has not been ordered to pay a fine. 

WorkSafe said its investigation found 
PTSNZ failed to adequately assess the risks 
associated with roof work, failed to ensure 
workers were suitably trained and compe-
tent to perform the work safely, and did not 
adequately identify or control the risk posed 
by the fragile roofing before work began. 

“This incident demonstrates how quickly 
work at height can become extremely dan-
gerous when critical safety controls are 
missing,” WorkSafe regional manager Nigel 

Formosa said.
“Businesses must ensure hazards are prop-

erly identified before workers access roofs, 
particularly where fragile roofing materials, 
skylights, or clear light panels are present. 

“Clear roofing is not designed to support a 
person’s weight and should always be treat-
ed as a fall hazard.”

WorkSafe said a central concern was that 
PTSNZ admitted the worker’s training had 
been deferred until after he completed his 
90-day trial period, despite him carrying out 
work at height during that time.

The worker was employed as a labourer 
and was still within his trial period when 
the incident occurred. His training had also 
been delayed because no courses were avail-
able until after the Christmas and New Year 
shutdown period.

“Good health and safety starts before any-
one sets foot on a roof. Effective risk assess-
ment, worker training, site-specific plan-
ning, and robust fall protection measures 
are all essential. 

“When those controls are absent, the con-
sequences can be devastating.”

WorkSafe said its health and safety in-
spectors will be proactively visiting residen-
tial construction sites across the country 
over the next three months to see how the 
risk of falling from working at height is be-
ing managed.

Last chance 
to enrol 
this week
There’s only a few days left to enrol 
or update contact details in order 
to be eligible to vote in this year’s 
general election. 

“If you’re not enrolled yet, or 
you’ve moved and need to update 
your address on the electoral roll, 
do it now. The deadline is midnight, 
Sunday, 25 October,” Chief Elector-
al Officer Karl Le Quesne said.

“By enrolling, you can vote and 
have your say on who represents 
you and your community in Parlia-
ment.”

More than nine out of 10 people 
are enrolled for this year’s election, 
or 91.5 per cent of the estimated 
eligible population. This includes 
66.7 per cent of 18- to 24-year-olds 
enrolled, up from 53.9 per cent on 
July 31.

The first votes will be cast 
this week when overseas and 
telephone dictation voting start on 
October 21, and advance voting 
starts on October 26. Election day 
is November 7, when voting places 
will be open from 9am to 7pm.
DETAILS: Enrol online or at enrol-
ment hubs in shopping malls in 
the main centres. Enrolment hub 
times and locations are available 
on vote.nz or Ph 0800 36 76 56.
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THAMES
PUBLIC MEETING

2pm, Saturday
24 October

War Memorial Civic Centre
Corner of Mary Street
and Queen Street

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Save on a huge range
of beds & bedding.

Brazen thefts brass off maritime park
The Paeroa Historical Maritime 

Park and Museum has started 
a Givealittle online fundraising 
page after thieves targeted two 
historical vessels and made off 
with several irreplaceable brass 
and copper fixtures. 

The thefts occurred overnight 
on October 11. Portholes, steering 
wheels, railings, controls, dials, 
and other fittings were stripped 
from the boats Ariana and Nori-
ta, leaving the vessels severely 
damaged and possibly undriv-
able. 

Funds raised from the park’s 
Givealittle page will go towards 
repairs, and also fund an upgrade 
to the park’s security system. As 
of Monday morning, the page had 
raised $2875. 

Park manager Fleur McDer-
mott said she and the park’s staff 
were devastated by the theft. 

“When you’re caretakers of 
stuff, which is what we feel we are 
[because] we’re looking after the 
history… this hurts,” she said. 

Security cameras did not catch 
the incident, but Fleur said it was 
likely the thieves had parked on 
the road and jumped the fence. 

“We did find a couple of things 
in this bush that they’ve left be-
hind,” she said. “But they would 
have had to be here for several 
hours to do what they’ve done.”

Fleur said many of the stolen 
items were irreplaceable and 
unique to the restored boats - one 
of which was over 100 years old. 

“One piece was off Winston 
Churchill’s boat. It cost [boat re-
storer Peter Vandersloot] over 

$1000 to actually restore it back 
in the day.”

Park chair Colin James said the 
vessels have been left in a bad way.

“[The Ariana] will probably 
have to come out of the water. 
They took the steering wheel. We 
can’t move it because I don’t know 
if it’s in gear or out of gear,” he 
said. “They didn’t leave much be-
hind.”

Fleur said the cost of the thefts 
was likely to be extensive, and in-

surance would not be able to cover 
the specialist restoration or the 
loss of the irreplaceable parts.  

“It’s not just the brass. They’ve 
used crowbars to just pry it off, 
[so] there is actually significant 
damage to the boats.”

Fleur asked anyone with infor-
mation about the crime to get in 
touch with either the park or the 
Police. 

She had also been in touch with 
several scrap and antique dealers 

in the Waikato and Auckland in 
the hopes of recovering some of 
the items. 

“We will continue to remain 
hopeful that somehow these items 
will be returned.  We are willing to 
ask no questions and will just be 
grateful to have them back.”

The community has rallied 
around the park, with many peo-
ple sharing the story widely on 
social media and some local busi-
nesses even offering rewards for 

the safe return of the stolen items. 
The story was also featured on 

TVNZ’s Seven Sharp on October 
14. “The more we get the word 
out - I just hope that this stuff is 
hot enough that it’ll just show up 
somewhere,” she said. 

“We’re just not going to be able 
to replace it, it’s never going to be 
the same.”
DETAILS: See givealittle.co.nz/cause/
historical-maritime-park-stripped-
of-brass to donate. 

Chair Colin James says the boats are severely damaged following the brazen thefts.           Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER

Some of the stolen items.     SUPPLIED
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We’re bringing the
kōrero to you

You don’t need a big issue to raise or questions prepared. It’s a chance
to connect, find out what’s happening locally and have a kōrero with the

people working for our district.

Everyone is welcome. If you’d like us to prepare something specific,
email info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz ahead of the meeting.

We’d love to see you there.

Image: JoanneYeoman

Upcoming ward meetings

What’s happening in your part of Hauraki? Come along to your local ward
meeting to hear the latest updates, meet MayorToby, your councillors and

Council staff, and ask questions about the things that matter to you.

PaeroaWard
Thursday 22October | 5:30–7 pm

PaeroaWar Memorial Hall

PlainsWard
Wednesday 28October | 5:30–7 pm

Kaiaua Community Hall

WaihīWard
Thursday 12 November | 5:30–7 pm

Waihī Memorial Hall

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

INSTORE NOW
our popular Kingston

Grange Bamboo shirts, more
comfortable than cotton, perfect

for the warm days ahead.
Plain or prints.

IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE
IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables
- Extrusions - Fasteners

- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases

- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools

- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing
CONTACT US: online@readbros.co.nz

A medical emergency close to home was 
the catalyst for a group of community-

minded motorcycle enthusiasts to donate 
blood. 

Five members of the Waihī-Thames Val-
ley Ulysses Motorcycle Club were lined up 
at the Thames Civic Centre on October 13, 
where a mobile NZ Blood Service team had 
set up their station. 

Club member Chris Good said he first ran 
the idea past his club mates several months 
ago.

“My wife had just had open-heart surgery 
in Hamilton and I was in my car to go and 
see her,” he said. 

“The advert on the radio [was] saying, 
‘Are you part of a group? Have a think 
about turning up and giving blood.’ And I 
thought, well, I’m in a group and most of us 
look pretty healthy.”

He said the club also supports other char-
itable organisations such as the Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter. 

“Obviously we’re motorcyclists and it’s 
a dangerous sort of thing and you never 
know when [help] might be needed. So it’s 
just paying it forward, really.”

Club president Chris Brown said the 
idea was a great cause, and giving back to 
the community fitted right in with Ulysses 
MC’s ethos. 

“Unfortunately, there’s a lot of motorcy-
cle accidents, and if we can do something to 
give back, then this is well worth doing.” 

It was the first time several of the mem-
bers, including Chris Good, have given 
blood, and while they were a little nervous, 
they were all in good spirits, even posing for 
a group photo with their bikes before they 
left. 

“I’ve not been allowed to give blood up 
until very recently,” club member Peter 
Woodford, originally from the UK, said. 

“And being a motorcyclist I’ve been want-

ing to give blood for years, so I’m finally in 
the position that I can.”

Chris Good’s wife, who is recovering well 
from her surgery, was also there to offer 
support. 

NZ Blood Service donor relations co-
ordinator Scott Pearce said the service en-
couraged groups to donate together. 

“[We’re] reaching out to workplaces to 
become what we call ‘Team Reds’... It’s 
always a lot more fun, especially if it’s your 
first time, to come with people you know,” 
he said.

“The need for blood and plasma isn’t di-
minishing - we’ve still got less than four per 
cent of the eligible population donating.

“It’s a good way [for organisations] to 
show that they give back to the community. 
And every time that we come to Thames we 
get so well-supported from the community. 
It’s a place that our team loves coming to.”

Sparky is a classy lady and no stranger to a 
cruise on the open road. For around nine years, 
since she was a pup, the Paeroa k9 cutie has 
accompanied owner Terry Walsh on many rides 
on the back of his motorcycle. October 11 was 
no exception, when the pup and her owner 
went for a cruise to downtown Paeroa to get 
some food. Sparky sits in a buddy rider seat on a 
cushion, harnessed in and sporting a pair of pink 
rider goggles because, after all, she is a classy k9 
who rides in style. Terry takes Sparky’s eyewear 
off, gives her a few reassuring pats and says he’ll 
be back out of the store in a minute. He’s taken 
Sparky on plenty of roadies through the Karan-
gahake Gorge, around Paeroa and a few times 
to the big city. Passersby ask to stop and take 
photos of Sparky before heading off on their 
errands. She was used to all the attention, Terry 
said, and quite happy with people fussing over 
her. One thing is for sure, it’s not everyday peo-
ple get to spot a pooch passenger princess out 
and about on a motorcycle, but it is in Paeroa.

Passenger princess

Ulysses members ride for blood
By ALICE PARMINTER

Members ride into Thames to donate blood.

Chris Good was inspired to give blood for the 
first time after his wife’s open-heart surgery.

Waihī-Thames Valley Ulysses MC president 
Chris Brown makes his donation.

Sparky and Terry.      Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Independence
Each yearweget an independent survey company
to ask people how they thinkweare doing,what
wecan improve on, andhow things are inWaihi in
general. This year the survey is open to anyone in
thewiderWaihi areawhowishes to take part.

Results andAnonimity
Results from the survey formpart of the Social
ImpactManagement Plan (SIMP),which is required
as part of our consent conditions.

The survey is anonymous.OceanaGold gets a table
of the results, but any identifying details arefirst
removed,meaningwedon’t knowwho saidwhat.

Communityopinionsaboutmining
Fromnowthroughuntil theendoftheyear, ifyoulive intheWaihiareayouareinvitedtoshareyouropinion
ona fewtopics relating tomining. Lookout for thesurvey link in thenext ‘Update’andhaveyoursay.

Ph: 0800 924 444
Questions andQueries

Notice
OceanaGold

Have your say
Wewelcomeyour feedback and encourage you
to participate. A survey like this is an important
chance for you to “have your say”.

waihigold.co.nz

or get in touch via our website

The Whitianga Community Services Trust.     Photos: FELICITY JEAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Māori Business Excellence: Te Whariki Manawahine o Hauraki.

Businesses 
celebrated
The Thames War Memorial 
Civic Centre was abuzz with 
celebration las week, as local 
businesses gathered to celebrate 
their successes at the biennial 
Claymark Hauraki Coromandel 
Business Awards.
RESULTS: Supreme Winner: 
Coromandel Shelly Beach Top 
10 Holiday Park. Community 
Impact: Whitianga Community 
Services Trust. Business 
Impact: My Thai. Customer 
Experience: Coromandel 
Shelly Beach Top 10 Holiday 
Park. Employer Excellence: 
New World Whangamatā. 
Marketing and Digital Edge: 
Taylor Projects and Solutions 
Ltd. New and Emerging: Onform 
PM Limited. Sustainability: Glass 
Bottom Boat Whitianga. Māori 
Business Excellence: Te Whāriki 
Manawāhine o Hauraki. People’s 
Choice - Thames-Coromandel: 
Luke’s Kitchen. People’s Choice 
- Hauraki: Turua Bakery. Service 
to Business award recipients: 
Peter Richardson; Ricky Bowen; 
Rino Wilkinson; Colin and Gloria 
James. 

People’s Choice: Turua Bakery. New World Whangamata. New and emerging: Onform PM Ltd. The Glass bottom boat team receive the Sustainability Award. 

Shelley Beach TOP 10 - Supreme Winner and Customer Experience Award.

Service to business award recipients.Taylor Projects and Solutions Ltd.

Business Impact: My Thai.People’s Choice: Luke’s Kitchen.
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NEW ZEALANDERS FIRST
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GET IN TOUCH:
vincent.andersen@nzfirst.nz

Vincent
Andersen

We are the only nationalist party.

We are the only socially conservative party.

We are patriots of our country, New Zealand.

We are the voice of common sense.

Man found lifeless with head in fireplace
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Mowbray Meggett was re-
minded of his daughter in 

England when he heard a neigh-
bour’s daughter playing the pian-
oforte in Thames’ Sandes Street 
in July 1878.

The former sea captain who 
had fallen on hard times told 
his neighbour he had a wife and 
daughters in England who for-
warded him remittances by every 
mail. 

The 66-year-old had also until 
recently hawked small goods in 
a basket traversing the hills of 
Thames in search of customers.

But he was often in a state 
of stupefaction from drink, his 
remittances banked and drawn 
upon until exhausted.

Margaret Henderson had lived 
near Mowbray in Block 27 for 
nearly six years. 

He was much addicted to liquor 
and very eccentric, never accept-
ing help and barely speaking to 
anyone. 

She’d noticed he’d not had a fire 
lit since Christmas. 

The windows of his two room 
house were boarded up but she 

The view from Irishtown overlooking Block 27 to the right.                                 Photo: SUPPLIED

kept an ear out for him. She heard 
a noise in his house one night, as 
if he was cutting firewood, which 
continued for about half an hour. 

But over the next few days there 
was silence. Margaret sent her two 
sons over to Mowbray’s house. 

George Henderson found him 
lying lifeless on the floor, his head 
in the fireplace. His clothes were 
much worn, his coat under his 
head. 

There were bread crusts lying 
about the room and suspended 
from the rafters on nails were 
three nearly putrid mutton chops.

Mowbray Meggett had been 
born in England and became 
a mariner. In 1840 he married 
Eiza Ann Case and by 1841 they 
were in Sydney, Australia, where 
three daughters were born and 
Mowbray commanded trad-

ing barques. After returning to 
England Mowbray later came to 
New Zealand alone, disappear-
ing and unexpectedly returning 
again. Around 1867 he surfaced at 
Thames.

As part of the inquest the jury 
examined Mowbray’s house. 
It was very leaky, with broken 
windows. The floor was covered 
with filth and the furniture was 
wretched. There was no sign of a 
bed, just the remains of a blanket 
spread on the floor. 

Constable Day said he had 
known Mowbray for some time. 
He had recently been in gaol. 

The last time he was discharged 
he was in a shockingly ragged 
state and the constable gave him 
some old clothes. 

There was nothing in his pock-
ets, but he found money in the 

house and a packet of letters. Dr 
O’Flaherty said death was caused 
by want of food and clothing, and 
exposure to cold, accelerated by 
his intemperate habits. 

Those who supplied Mowbray 
with liquor were much to blame, 
Mowbray being continually intox-
icated for the past six months.

Mowbray’s funeral at Shortland 
cemetery was dismal. No reverend 
would read the service and there 
was no one to carry the coffin 
apart from a strong and powerful 
Cornish miner who, on hearing 
of the circumstances, undertook 
the task. 

Mowbray, said those who knew 
him, was a man who harmed no 
one, and who in the depths of his 
troubles always had something of 
the air of a gentleman which by 
birth he was. 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. Which of these is both a US state 
and an independent country? a) 
Carolina, b) Georgia, or c) Virginia?
2. HYROX is a competitive event in 
which field: a) Fitness, b) horse rac-
ing, or c) swimming?
3. Beau Vipond featured on the 
front page of the October 13 edi-
tion of the Valley Profile after com-
peting in which sport: a) Hybrid fit-
ness, b) basketball, or c) netball?
4. On August 31, Miley Cyrus an-
nounced that she now goes by 
which stage name: a) Cyrus, b) Mi-
ley, or c) Wrecking Ball?
5. The Brooklyn Bridge traverses 
which New York River? a) Delaware 
River, b) Hudson River, or c) Mo-
hawk River?
6. Pemmican is a type of what: a) 
Bird, b) plant, or c) preserved food?
7. True or False: In 1927, Texas in-
troduced a $5000 reward for shoot-
ing dead any bank robbers, only 
ending this scheme in 1964?
8. A Zebroid is a cross between a 
Zebra and: a) a giraffe, b) a gnu, 
or c) any member of the equine 
(horse) family?
9. What was the name of the driver 
who overtook race leader Anton De 
Pasquale when he ran out of fuel on 
the final lap, to win the 2026 Repco 
Bathurst 1000: a) Brodie Kostecki, 
b) Will Brown, or c) Zach Bates?
10. What was the name of the ship 
that sank off New Zealand’s Auck-
land Islands in 1866, reportedly 
carrying more than 2500 ounces 
of gold that has never been re-
covered: a) Elingamite, b) General 
Grant, or c) Rainbow Warrior?

ANSWERS: 1. b) Georgia; 2. a) Fitness; 3. a) 
Hybrid fitness; 4. b) Miley; 5. b) Hudson River; 6. 
c) Preserved food; 7. True; 8. c) Any member of 
the equine (horse) family; 9. a) Brodie Kostecki; 
10. b) General Grant. At least 18 people have 
died trying to find the treasure, but its location 
remains a mystery.
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East of Eden in Thames
Thames locals stepped back in time on October 
7 as the community gathered at the Left Bank 
Theatre for a special screening of the Netflix 
series, East of Eden. 

Hosted by Waikato Screen, the event 
encouraged guests to dress in period-inspired 

outfits to celebrate the production. 
Filming for East of Eden included locations at 

Thames’ historic A&G Price building and School 
of Mines, bringing a piece of the town’s heritage 
to a production made for an international 
audience.

A dapper bunch of locals step back in time for the screening.           Photo: SUPPLIED

Waihī Tennis serves 
up a milestone
Waihī Tennis Club has 

served up more than a 
century of community spirit, 
marking the milestone with a 
grand slam celebration.

The club’s history dates back 
to the late 19th or early 20th 
century, although its exact 
founding year remains unclear. 
Its oldest surviving minutes 
book dates to around 1923, but 
the club’s history was previous-
ly traced to 1898, with its first 
courts located behind the Com-
mercial Hotel.

New courts were established 
on council land at the end of 
Baker Street in 1920, where they 
remained for almost a century.

In 2014, plans emerged to 
bring several sports togeth-
er at Morgan Park under the 
Sport’n’Action trust. Following 
extensive discussions, the Waihī 
Sports Centre handed over its 
grounds and building through 
Hauraki District Council, pav-
ing the way for the tennis club to 
move to its current home where 
it now has Rebound Ace courts - 
a cushioned acrylic surface used 
for tennis and other sports.

Coordinator Sue O’Brien, who 
joined the club in 1977 and has 
held a number of roles over the 
years, said the milestone reflect-
ed the club’s ability to maintain 
its welcoming atmosphere while 
continuing to attract new mem-
bers.

“I like the camaraderie of all 
the members, and of course our 

By KELLEY TANTAU

lovely Rebound Ace courts,” she 
told The Profile. 

“The encouragement of new 
players, and offering different 
sessions and coaching for sen-
iors and juniors is keeping the 
club on its future course and 
there is an ambition to see it 
reach the 150 [year] mark.”

In September, the club hosted 
a tournament for junior and 
senior players, followed by a 
celebratory dinner attended by 
59 people.

Sue said the event attracted 
a great turnout, with members 
enjoying the chance to try ac-
tivities beyond tennis, includ-
ing pickleball, netball shooting, 
cornhole and tennis-themed 
games.

Event organisers Sue O’Brien and 
Catherine-ann Sanderson.

A cake marks the milestone. 
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Scott
Simpson

Authorised by S. Simpson, scott.simpson@national.org.nz

National Party Candidate
for Coromandel

B i gn ew s ! !
Ear Health Thames

i s n ow

We’ve updated our name, but we haven’t changed a
thing about how we care for your ears.

You will stitillll gget the same friendly, eeffifficient and
professioonnal ear Microsuction service from tthhe exact

same team you know and trust.

Wee are still proudly based in Thames and will continnue
operating out of all our regular clinic locations right

across the Coromandel Peninsula.

Our phone number remains the same Ph 07 8683250

But our website for online bookings
and our email have changed

Web: www.earcarethames.co.nz
email: hello@earcarethames.co.nz

Can I be honest 
with you? Some-
times I get tired. 
But often, the 
tiredness doesn’t 
come from the 

things I’m doing. It comes from 
seeing all the things we know we 
should be doing, but aren’t. And 
before you think I’m pointing the 
finger, I’m just as guilty.

When I wrote my book, I knew 
that writing it was only half the 
challenge. I also needed to figure 
out how to market the thing. So 
I did what any sensible person 
would do. I started learning.

I signed up for free online 
courses, listened to experts, re-

Are we learning more but doing less?
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION searched strategies, took notes, 
and explored idea after idea.

And you know what happened?
Not a lot.
For a while, I found myself 

stuck in a loop of consuming so-
lutions rather than actually step-
ping into them. I was learning 
heaps, but implementing very 
little.

Now, don’t get me wrong. 
Learning matters. Research mat-
ters. Good advice can save us an 
enormous amount of wasted ef-
fort. But I wonder whether our 
unlimited access to information 
has created a rather interesting 
problem.

We’ve become incredibly good 
at consuming knowledge, but 
perhaps not so practised at put-
ting it into action.

Think about it. How many 
books have we read, podcasts 
have we listened to, sermons 
have we heard, or videos have we 
watched that genuinely inspired 
us? Yet a few weeks later, what 
actually changed?

I remember learning about the 
benefits of doing hard things, in-
cluding research into how chal-
lenging activities may strengthen 
parts of the brain involved in per-
sistence and effort. I committed 
to cold showers for six months 
and really noticed the difference.

But am I still doing it? Nope.
Turns out knowing something 

is good for us doesn’t automati-
cally mean we’ll keep doing it.

And perhaps that’s the chal-
lenge. Rather than continually 
searching for the next great idea, 

maybe we need to slow down, 
choose something worthwhile, 
and stay with it long enough to 
see what happens.

Because there’s a difference be-
tween being informed and being 
transformed.

And I wonder if the greatest 
growth in our lives might not 
come from the next thing we 
learn, but from finally putting 
into practice something we al-
ready know.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support his local youth 
work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his 
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

Beautiful Octavia is a sleek, glossy black 
girl with a heart full of affection. 

This friendly feline loves a good 
smooch and is happiest spending time 
with her people, whether she’s curled 
up beside you on the couch or sim-
ply keeping you company around the 
home.

Octavia has a lovely, easygoing nature 
and enjoys being part of everyday life. 
She doesn’t need to be the centre of 
attention every moment, making her 
a wonderful companion for someone 
looking for a loving friend to share their 
home and quiet moments with.

She would be happy in a family with 
children of any age and can also live 

with other cats. With her sweet per-
sonality and love of human company, 
Octavia has so much love to give and is 
ready to find a family of her own.

Octavia is desexed, microchipped, 
vaccinated, and up to date with flea and 
worm treatments. Her adoption fee is 
$149.

Could Octavia be the missing piece in 
your home? Contact Thames SPCA to 
arrange a meet-and-greet and see if this 
gorgeous girl is your perfect match! 
DETAILS: Visit www.spca.nz/centre/
thames-centre to find out more.

Pet ProfilePet Profile
Sleek, sweet and ready to love

Octavia is a friendly feline who loves
 a good smooch.  Photo: SUPPLIED  

In Brief
HALLOWEEN ALTERNATIVE
An alternative celebration to Hallow-
een will be held at the Paeroa Baptist 
Church at 2 Wood St on October 31 
from 5-8pm. The theme for the fam-
ily-friendly event is funny hats, and 
participants are encouraged to dress 
up. It will be a carnival atmosphere, 
organisers say, with games, food, 
prizes for best costume, and plenty of 
fun. Entry is $2 per person.
POOL REPAINTING
Maintenance work costing $35,000 
will take place over the summer 
school holidays to repaint the sur-
face of Thames Centennial Pool. The 
painting is needed to meet NZ water 
quality standards and avoid the build-
up of black mould, which closed the 
pool over Christmas last year. Council 
said work had to take place in sum-
mer so the pool could be emptied 
and completely dried before the 
repainting takes place. “The school 
summer holidays are the least disrup-
tive time this work can take place due 
to a full programme of learn-to-swim 
classes and school use during term 
time. We apologise in advance for the 
disruption in pool provision and look 
forward to reopening the pool so eve-
ryone can swim safely without risks.”
FOOD TRUCK PILOT
Hauraki District Council is inviting 
mobile food and beverage operators 
to take part in an economic develop-
ment pilot programme. Designated 
mobile trading areas will be estab-
lished in two locations: the Karan-
gahake Recreation Reserve, and the 
Ohinemuri Reserve in Paeroa along-
side the L&P bottle. The pilot will run 
between December 1 and June 30, 
2027. Council said the pilot was in-
tended to support local businesses, 
and enhance visitor experience at 
two of the district’s key attractions. 
Expressions of interest close Novem-
ber 5. 
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Klara and the Sun (116 mins) M. A Taika Waititi film. Klara, an Artificial Friend, wants to find the perfect
home. Her innocent wonder and unwavering loyalty heal her new family and bring light to their world.
500 Days in the Wild (125 mins) Follows the epic 6-year journey of filmmaker Dianne Whelan as she
sets out to reconnect with nature and become the first person to travel the 24,000km Trans Canada Trail.
NAZA (80 mins) E. Filmed at night from Tel Aviv rooftops, this investigative documentary examines
the civilian casualties of Israel’s military operations in Gaza and the systems behind targeted killings of
Palestinians. Received a record-breaking 25-minute standing ovation at the 83rd Venice Film Festival.
Sense and Sensibility (132 mins) G. An irresistible new take on Jane Austen’s iconic Sense and
Sensibility: a charming, witty, and deeply relatable story of love and sisterhood.
Heart of the Beast (100 mins) M. Starring Brad Pitt. An intense adventure thriller that explores the
unbreakable bond between a man and his best friend Alsatian dog. Filmed in the South Island as Alaska.
De Gaulle: Liberté (157 mins) R13. Pt 2 to Tilting Iron FINAL! 1940. France collapses and signs the
Armistice. Despite chaos, Charles de Gaulle refuses to give up. (Mostly in French with English subtitles).
Next week: Pressure In the 72 hours before D-Day, and the fate of the free world hanging in the balance,
follows General Eisenhower and Captain Stagg as they face an impossible choice - launch the largest and
most dangerous invasion in history or risk losing the war altogether. The Wizard of the Kremlin Russia, in
the early 1990’s and the aftermath of the USSR’s collapse. In a new world that promises freedom and flirts
with chaos, a young artist-turned-TV producer unexpectedly becomes Vladimir Putin’s spin doctor.
1978 A coming-of-age, family comedy-drama following the footsteps of the Ropata family in rural NZ. .

Movies from Thursday 22 October to Wednesday 28 October
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Students celebrate the opportunity to direct their own learning at the school’s Learning in the Making Conference.

Making Sharpie mosaic pictures. A sensory squishy toy-making workshop.

Learning in the making
Ngatea Primary School was 

transformed into a two-day, 
hands-on experience last month, 
as the school held its annual 
Learning in the Making Confer-
ence. 

The event was structured in the 
style of a real conference, with 
all 300 students attending eight 
breakout sessions during the two 
days. 

Each child built their own 
schedule from a choice of more 
than 230 workshops. They in-
cluded a vast array of topics such 
as arts-and-crafts sessions, bak-
ing, drone piloting, bicycle main-

tenance, mini-golf, touch, science 
experiments, board games and 
escape rooms, stop-motion film-
ing, story-writing, and more. 

To complete the full conference 
experience, students received a 
conference t-shirt and personal-
ised lanyard.

The sessions were led by sen-
ior students, staff, whānau, and 
members of the community, and 
sponsorship from local businesses 
meant that every workshop was 
able to be offered free of charge.

Principal Neil Fraser said the 
annual conference, the largest 
of its kind in New Zealand, was 
always a highlight in the school’s 
calendar. 

Students practice their code-cracking skills. 

The beaded keychain workshop. Building bird houses.

By ALICE PARMINTER

Students show off their Forever Flowers.
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Fully costed. Fully paid for. See the detail at labour.org.nz

Better Now Better Future

for Coromandel
GlenBennett glen.bennett@labour.org.nz

labour.org.nz/glenbennett

/glen.bennettmp
/glenbennettlabour

@gbennettmp

You work hard. Your pay should
go further. Labour will cut
everyday costs.

Your hard work should get you
somewhere. Labour will help you
get ahead.

Good jobs and incomes so
your kids can build a future
here at home.

BackingKiwi businesses
with a new government
investment fund

Backing apprenticeswith
hiring incentives and $1,000
for tools and kit

Backing small businesswith
new laws to get them paid on
time and support to invest

Backing the next
generationwith good jobs
and opportunities to build a
future here at home

Spend less on the basics.
Keepmore for everything else.

Free prescriptions and
maternity scans

Weekly public transport
capped at $20 in Auckland,
Wellington and Christchurch,
and $10 everywhere else

Three free GP visits a year for
everyone with a newMedicard

Solar power with no upfront
cost to lower power bills

Authorised by Rob Salmond, 2 Gilmer Terrace, Wellington.

WESTCOAST
COROMANDEL +

HAURAKI
EASTCOAST
COROMANDEL WAIHI

Foodies to unite for Waihī Veg Fest
What started as a few people with a 

desire to share vegetarian food and 
a vegetarian lifestyle has grown into a 
full-blown festival.

People from across the Hauraki dis-
trict and beyond are invited to mark 
their calendars on November 8, when 
the Waihī Veg Fest will hold its 9th 
annual festival at the Waihī Academy 
grounds at 132 Landlyst Rd. 

The Waihī Veg Fest event committee 
told The Profile the goal was to show 
how plant-based food could be delicious, 
benefit people’s general health and be 
kinder to the environment and all living 
beings.

When the festival first started in 2015, 
very few people knew what it was about.

“Slowly, it has grown bigger and 
gained popularity over the years. During 
the Covid pandemic, we had to cancel 
the event in 2020 and 2021.”

The Waihī Veg Fest not only survived 
the setback, but they said it expanded 
from a food-only event to a popular 
food/exhibition/workshop festival.

It was thanks to the support of the 
community and all the visitors and vol-
unteers who traveled from near and far 
to participate, they said. 

“More volunteers who shared similar 
values joined in, and gradually the Waihī 

Veg Fest became one of the most popu-
lar annual events in the region. We’re 
excited and extremely grateful.”

People who attend the festival in No-
vember can expect to find “an incredible 
mix” of more than 35 vegetarian and 
vegan cuisines from different cultures, 
plus live performances, DIY workshops, 
exhibitions and health and wellness sta-
tions.

It was important to note that Waihī 
Veg Fest was also fully allium-free, the 
committee said, with no onions, garlic, 
leeks or shallots in the festival food.

“It means even more people can enjoy 
the food together, including those who 
avoid onion and garlic or follow a low-
Fodmap diet.”

The committee looked forward to peo-
ple being able to experience a lifestyle of 
vegetarianism, “living in harmony” with 
nature and each other and a fun day out 
with friends and family.

“It’s free entry and free parking, family 
friendly, and dogs on leashes are wel-
come,” they said.

“It’s a great fun day out that brings 
people from different backgrounds and 
districts together.”
DETAILS: Waihī Veg Fest on November 8 
from 10am to 3pm at Waihī Academy, 132 
Landlyst Road, Waihī. Free festival entry 
and parking.

The Waihī Veg Fest will hold its 9th annual festival at the Waihī Academy.    Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Students in Ruma Miro (5-year-olds) share their Future Sports designs.         Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Students of Ruma Titoki (years 4-5) explore culture and identity.
Jessie Wilton, year 7, shows off her 
elaborate design.

Wearable whimsy
It was a display of vibrancy, resourcefulness and ingenuity at 
the Hikutaia School hall last month. Students were decked out 
in handmade outfits and strutted their stuff for the Wearable 
Art Show dress rehearsal, and once again later that evening for 
the real deal showcase for friends and family. The school hall 
was set up with a runway, lighting and a big screen to show the 
audience some of the finer details and stories behind each work 
of art. Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA snapped the fashionistas 
showing off their clever designs.

 Kiara Winiata, year 6, shares her kākāpō design.

Heidi Van Hellemond, year 6, hopes 
for a clean ocean.

Nature warrior Valerie Sampson 
wants to keep nature pollution-free.



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, October 20, 2026   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

A Lifestyle Village In ThamesA Lifestyle Village In Thames
on the Coromandelon the Coromandel

A VARIETY OF VILLAS AND
APARTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE!
All villas and apartments are within walking distance

to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our open plan, single level apartments
feature covered balconies with fantastic
views of the sea, Kauaeranga River and
mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen,
lounge, bedroom and bathroom offer
stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each
level’s shared lounges, use of the village
Community Lodge and participation in all
activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484
www.richmondvillas.co.nz

“Advertising with The Valley Profile has been a great experi-

ence. The team, especially Nikki, are genuinely supportive,

easy to deal with, and truly invested in showcasing local

businesses. Being part of such a trusted, community-fo-

cused publication has helped us reach people in a meaningful way, and we

really value the local exposure The Valley Profile provides. We love sup-

porting a platform that champions our region.”

EVES Waihī

Backthelocalpaper
that’sreadcovertocover!
Werely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified,

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

“

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
022 174 3988 | davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

100 years for Kōpū Bridge
The Friends of the Historic Kōpū 

Bridge held a celebration on Oc-
tober 11, to mark 100 years since the 
bridge was constructed. 

The first pile of the one-lane bridge 
was driven on October 6, 1926, form-
ing a crucial road link over the Waihou 
river between Kōpū and the Hauraki 
Plains. 

Although it had since been replaced 
by the adjacent two-lane traffic bridge, 
the historic bridge remained an icon in 
the district and was currently undergo-
ing restoration in the aim of soon being 
permanently open to foot traffic, organ-
isers said.

The bridge was open to visitors on 

foot from 10am for the event, and visi-
tors walked, reminisced, and enjoyed a 
sausage sizzle. 

Local historian Russell Skeet gave a 
talk on the bridge’s construction from 
the swing-span section in the centre of 
the bridge. 

A plaque was also unveiled in re-
membrance of Ian Thomas, Gary Blake, 
and Frances Burton, who were part of 
the movement to save the bridge from 
demolition in 2011 and worked to en-
sure its restoration. 

Friends committee member Carolyn 
McKenzie said the day was very enjoy-
able, with around 70 people participat-
ing in the event. 

Around 70 people walked the historic Kōpū Bridge to mark 100 years.       Photo: SUPPLIED
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DESIGNED FOR YOU
There’s never been a better time to build! For October only, enjoy 10% off kitset
buildings*making it a great time to turn your plans into reality.

We’re also proud to have recently returned from our national conference with some
fantastic recognition, winning Habitable Building of the Year and Residential Building
of the Year, and taking runner-up in Lifestyle Building of the Year.

Whether you need a new garage, a shed for the boat or a workshop for your hobbies,
talk to the team at Totalspan Coromandel about a building designed just for you.

A TOTALSPAN SHED

Scan the QR code get in touch
with Totalspan Coromandel
*Terms, conditions and exclusions apply

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277

sales@owensflooring.co.nz • www.owensflooring.co.nz

Carpets • Vinyls • Floor Sanding
Laminate & Timber Planking

Flooring Sales & Installation
We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered

Owens Flooring
Domestic & Commercial

Everything in John and Linley’s 
garden is where it should be.

Plants sit with purpose, art 
pieces hold their posture and 
articles of furniture take up space 
with intent.

I stand between two garden 
areas in front of the historic Oh-
inemuri Lodge in Paeroa, John 
Eaglen and Linley Rose’s abode, 
and cannot take my eyes off the 
red maple trees.

The building was transformed 
into their place of living, and the 
gardens, a place to find peace.

As I face the building, I look to 
my left and there’s the Garden 
of Reason, and to my right I see 
a mirror image in the Garden of 
Wisdom.

It’s hard to tell when I look at 
the lush layers before me, but it 
wasn’t anything like it at all be-
fore the owners took possession 
in June, 2021. “There was noth-
ing when we came, it was just a 
cocoon,” they told The Profile.

Trees with leaves dipped in 
deep red, some heavy-laden, 
stand with elegance and grace.

A red bench invites a peruser to 
rest at both ends of the gardens.

Rows of greenery stand along 
the front fence line followed by 
a looped path area for people to 
meander, a centre strip of green 
with red maples in bloom and 
another row of greenery along the 
back. “[We’ve] got whitish roses 

at the front and in the middle, and 
then red roses against the [back].”

Everything tells a story and has 
a purpose. The tall green trees 
known as Thuja Occidentalis 
Pyramidalis were placed to add 
formality and “echo” the columns 
of the building.

“These two sides, [the] front 
garden, [are] very much respond-
ing to the building itself and its 
history as the Masonic Lodge, you 

know, something with solidity and 
rationality,” John said.

“We did employ another de-
signer as well to work with us on 
this because we felt it was high 
profile and important to get it 
right,” Linley said.

The visionary pair, who come 
from art and design backgrounds, 
make visions come to life.

John built sets for operas and 
plays, including Mozart’s opera 

Magic Flute a couple of times.
He tells me Mozart was a ma-

son. “In the Magic Flute, there are 
three temples - Wisdom, Reason 
and Nature. So these [are the] 
three gardens around here, the 
Garden of Reason, the Garden of 
Wisdom and the Garden of Na-
ture around the corner.”

“We will at some stage put 
down some suitable art pieces 
in Wisdom and Reason. And we 

have determined that because the 
masons wouldn’t allow women, at 
the time this was built, into their 
lodge, our Wisdom figure will be 
a female figure. Possibly both, but 
at least one.”

The curators lead me around 
the corner to the Garden of Na-
ture. A path weaves through a sea 
of greenery. 

“The rest of the gardens we’ve 
pretty much got organised, [but 
this is] one of the last ones for this 
spring clean-up after winter. Gar-
dens take quite a lot of work after 
winter to get them looking good 
for the spring.”

A moa made of corten steel 
stands in the sea of green, an art 
piece made by John. Cheerful yel-
low buds greet me as they hang 
down from branches.

“This was quite a brave thing 
to plant about 10 kowhai. We lost 
a big one there last year. They’re 
just about finished flowering, but 
they’ve been lovely,” Linley said.

“And we’ve had our first tūī this 
year.”

A sea of ringa ringa plants sur-
round us. 

“I potted up 400 of them dur-
ing Covid so that’s where they 
came from,” Linley said.

The frost did quite a lot of dam-
age to some plants so John and 
Linley had to cut away a lot of it.

I wander through to the back 
of the property, where there is an 
edible garden, though the duo

A place where ‘every time of year is beautiful’

John Eaglen and Linley Rose in the alfresco dining area, with wisteria in full bloom.                Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTISING FEATURE

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

CONTINUED ON P14
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AGW LANDSCAPINGAGW LANDSCAPING

Registered Master Landscapers

07 868 5453
027 290 8148

Retaining walls
Concrete

Landscaping
Paving
Decks
Fences
Trellis

Specialist areas:

We offer services across theWe offer services across the
Thames Valley,Thames Valley,
Hauraki PlainsHauraki Plains

and Coromandel Peninsulaand Coromandel Peninsula
• PLUMBING • RENOVATIONS • MAINTENANCE REPAIR

• HOTWATER CYLINDER • FIREPLACE • BLOCKED DRAINS
ANDMORE....

Contact Hayden at HMS Plumbing on Ph: 022 160 1291
Email: hmsplumbing.thames@gmail.com

forfor

Love
YOUR HOME

ADVERTISING FEATURE

 
tell me it’s mostly operational in summer. 
“We’re not great vegetable gardeners, so we 
only have a summer garden. We fail in the 
vegetable garden department.”

I mosey past the vegetable patch and step 
into another world.

My eyes don’t know where to lay, they 
scan in awe because there’s something 
pleasant to admire in all directions of the 
duo’s outdoor living area which is inspired 
by Japanese-based style.

There’s an avenue of trees to my right, 
an area for alfresco dining and relaxation 
underneath the pergola in the middle, and 
a bridge that leads over a fish pond.

Tucked away in the far corner is the 
Japanese Garden of Contemplation.

But my attention is held by the wisteria 
that rests over the pergola. 

“All the flowers dripping on the table is 
quite gorgeous,” Linley said.

Polite petals cascade on to the table 
below as if mother nature herself sets the 
table. 

The chairs and ground are also recipients 
of the pastel purple pretty.

John and Linley said they had a Japanese 
garden specialist share advice with them 
about Japanese style pruning.

“But mostly we get that from books and 
from being in Japan because we visited 
Japan a couple of times. That’s how they 
would have the wisteria looking in Japan 
and we’re pretty chuffed with how that 
looks. This is our first Japanese garden, but 
we’ve done lots of gardens and worked with 
lots of designers.”

The creative pair said they liked to collab-
orate with people and other professionals.

“We don’t know everything and bounc-
ing off ideas and things from other people 
is always useful and then you come up with 
a fabulous solution instead of just a good 
solution.”

Irises and camellias layer the space be-

tween the avenue and alfresco dining areas.
“Layering in the garden is quite impor-

tant for what we’re trying to achieve.”
It is a “high-intensity garden”.
“I mean, it’s small [but] there’s a lot of 

plants, and they need to be quite carefully 
managed otherwise, it would just go wild 
and it would lose its structure very easily.”

I watch the goldfish swim as I saunter 
past to the garden of contemplation.

“You’re able to come down here and just 
be peaceful,” Linley said.

The colour red is an important one, it 
marks out some of the spots to rest such as 
the dining table and chairs in the avenue 
and also three log seats in the contempla-
tion space. 

My feet follow the rock path back to the 
living area and my eyes rest on the corten 
steel art pieces that line the top of the fence.

“Rather than make the wooden fence 
higher, we’ve used it as a way of using 
John’s art.”

CONTINUED FROM P13

There’s something interesting to look at in eve-
ry direction.    Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

CONTINUED ON P15
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SPRING AT AEROVIEW - IT’STIMETO PLANT NOW

382 Ngati Maru Highway, Totara, Thames • Ph 868 7960

*SPECIALS VALID FRI 23RD - MON 26TH OCTOBER

LABOUR WEEKEND
SALE

Daltons
Premium Compost

40L
3 for $30

Stone Fruit & Deciduous
Trees - 20% OFF

Citrus TreesCitrus Trees
3 for $1253 for $125
RosesRoses

3 for $1353 for $135

The largest range of

flower & vegetable

seedlings on the

Coromandel Peninsula

Limited Stock

Limited Stock

Grafted Tomatoes
2 for $20

plus lots of instoreplus lots of instore
specialsspecials

While stocks last

FREE
Gloves with

every
purchase

limit
1 per sale

Open Mon - Fri 7.30am to 5pm
Sat - Sun 8.30am to 5pm

•Residential • Industrial • Rural
• Community Projects

Servicing Waihi, Waihi Beach, Whangamata,

Paeroa, Katikati and surrounding areas.

For your free no obligation estimate
call Rex 027 285 5489

office@brownmoreconcrete.nz

AEROVIEW LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
• Cement

• Pavelock

• Asphalt

• Mortar

• Quick Set

• Filter Cloth

• Geogrid

Also in stock
• Half wine barrels

• Concrete tree rings

• Ponga Logs

• Mega Mulch

• Forest Floor Mulch

• Black Mulch

• #4 Bark

SLEEPERS
MACROCARPA

(7 sizes available)

• #5 Bark

• Screened Topsoil

• Post Peel

• Garden Mix

• Limestone Chip

• Riverstone

• Scoria

• Drainage Metal

• GAP 7

• GAP 20

• Builders Mix

• #1 WashedSand

• Pit Sand

382 Ngati Maru Highway, Totara, Thames • Ph 868 7960 Open 7 days a week 8.30am to 5pm
LOAN TRAILERS AVAILABLE

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTISING FEATURE

As I walk beneath the pergola, it looks like 
the sky hands me grapes through the gaps 
in the top.

“With this being a historic home, we’re 
limited to what we can put on the outside, 
so we couldn’t attach a veranda to the out-
side. We had limitations to work within 
that,” Linley said.

“But as usual with limitations, they just 
help shape the design solution. To design 
without any limitations is a very difficult 
thing to do,” John added.

Their passion and gratitude for the gar-
den is unmistakable.

“Just in the last month with the blossoms 
and the wisteria and seeing everything 
come alive is just fabulous. But then in No-
vember, when the roses are in full bloom, 
that’s glorious.”

It was also a highlight when the rain lilies 
would flower through the summer with the 
slightest little rain shower, they said, and 
then also the being able to eat from their 
vegetable garden in January, February and 
March.

For the innovative duo, “every time of 
year is beautiful” in their garden, they said.

“We knew what we wanted, and that’s 
what we did.”

CONTINUED FROM P14

The colour red is an important one. The Garden of Wisdom leads to the Garden of Reason. 

Beautiful gardens transform the historic Ohinemuri Lodge. 
Japanese Garden of Contemplation.

Linley and John 
in the Garden of 

Reason.  
Photos: DAVIDDA 

HIKATANGATA
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THINKING OF
RENOVATING?
WE MAKE IT EASY

0800 764 846
www.smithandsons.co.nz

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTISING FEATURE

For as long as I can remember, I’ve been 
told that the safe option is usually the best 
option. Get a good job, keep your head 
down and play it safe.

But I’ve always believed life is about tak-
ing risks - backing yourself, having a go 
and seeing where the road takes you.

So, in February, 2022, I took the biggest 
professional risk of my life and started 
HMS Plumbing in Thames.

HMS stands for Hayden Michael Stuart, 
but for me it has come to represent some-
thing much bigger: the opportunity to build 
something of my own and create a busi-
ness where people come first.

The beginning certainly tested that deci-
sion.

I caught Covid-19 during my first week in 
business and had to isolate. 

Then my first van spent four weeks off 
the road, leaving me navigating plumbing 

jobs from my car. It wasn’t quite the start 
I’d pictured, but we kept moving forward.

Today, HMS Plumbing is a small team 
of four - two tradesmen in vans, an office 
administrator and me - serving Thames 
and communities across the Coromandel 
Peninsula.

We’re proud of how far we’ve come, 
but we’re even more excited about where 
we’re going.

People are at the heart of HMS.
Our customers aren’t numbers or job 

sheets; they’re people, and we genuinely 
care about looking after them.

Our goal is to keep growing our team 
and serving more of our community, with-
out losing that personal touch.

Four years ago, I took a risk.
Today, I’m grateful to everyone who took 

a chance on HMS.
- Supplied by HMS Plumbing

Taking the risk: HMS Plumbing

Thinking pink this October
October is Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month, and Smith & Sons offices 
across New Zealand have swapped their 
usual colours for a splash of pink.

Here in Hauraki, our renovation and 
extension team is proudly joining in, with 
pink shirts on and pink gear on site.

Breast cancer touches almost every 
family in New Zealand, and men can be 
affected too. 

Wearing pink is a small gesture, but 
it’s a visible reminder to check in, know 
the signs, and book that mammogram or 
check-up you’ve been putting off.

Early detection saves lives.
At Smith & Sons Hauraki, we specialise 

in renovations and extensions, from kitch-
ens and bathrooms to extra living space 
for growing families.

Every project means working inside 
someone’s home, so we pride ourselves 

on delivering exceptional customer ser-
vice. That starts with genuinely caring 
about our clients and our community.

Our business is built on trust, on turning 
up when we say we will, and on treating 
every home like our own.

Our franchise vision is to create a posi-
tive, lasting impact on everyone who 
comes into contact with Smith & Sons.

This month, that means using our vans, 
sites and team to help spread an impor-
tant message.

So if you spot a Smithies crew in pink 
renovating around Ngatea, Thames, 
Paeroa, Waihi or the Coromandel, give us 
a wave.

And please take a moment to look after 
yourself and the people you love.

Life is better with Smithies, and better 
still when we look out for each other.

- Supplied by Smith & Sons
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PREPARE NOW FOR AN
EL NIÑO SUMMER
A reminder that due to a strong El Niño, a
hot, dry and windy summer is likely on the way
for the Coromandel. This means greater risk of
drought, vegetation fires and water restrictions.
While we can’t domuch about weather, we can
take steps now to protect our families, properties
and communities. Looking after the Coromandel
is a team effort. We all have a part to play. Stay in
the know and find out more El Niño tips at
www.tcdc.govt.nz/elnino

www.tcdc.govt.nz/elnino

Stay in
the know.

Keep an eye on
weather, fire
and Council
updates.

On tank
water?
Check it
now.

Clear long
grass, tidy
up around

buildings and
reduce fire

risk.

Check
in on

neighbours.

Take steps now to help
protect your families,
properties and communities.

What’s happening over
Labour Weekend?

KERBSIDE COLLECTIONS
AND TRANSFER STATIONS

Rubbish and food waste
collections are a day later
following Labour Day, Monday
26 October. Check your local

kerbside schedule atwww.tcdc.govt.nz/bindays
Our seven refuse and recycling transfer stations are
open daily, including Labour Day Monday. For more
info, visitwww.tcdc.govt.nz/rts

OFFICES | DISTRICT LIBRARIES
Our offices (and AA services) and district
libraries are closed on Monday 26 October.
You can still contact us 24/7 at 07 868 0200,
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

THAMES POOL
Thames Centennial Pool is closed on
Monday 26 October, resuming normal hours
on Tuesday.www.tcdc.govt.nz/pools

DOG RESTRICTIONS
Over Labour Weekend, many of our beaches
have restrictions on dogs. Look out for
Council’s traffic light signage and check the
rules in your area at
www.tcdc.govt.nz/dogownerguide

ALCOHOL BANS
Alcohol bans are in place over Labour
Weekend on some reserves, beaches and
town centres from 4pm Friday to 4pm
Monday.www.tcdc.govt.nz/alcoholcontrol

Tree and shrub thefts from parks, reserves and
cemeteries across the district
are costing ratepayers
money and damaging
public spaces.

Recent incidents
include stolen kōwhai
trees in Ōpito Bay and
plants dug up from
Ōmahu Cemetery.

Council is urging
residents to report
suspicious activity
to police.

Help protect our parks and reserves Know a local hero?
Nominate them for a
Community Service Award
Every community has people who quietly go above
and beyond to make a difference. From dedicated
volunteers and community champions to those who
step up when help is neededmost, now is your chance
to recognise their incredible contribution.

Find out morewww.tcdc.govt.nz/csa

Our next THAMES Community Board
meeting

will be 10am Wednesday 9 December
in the Council Chambe

rS, Th
ames. WWW.tcdc.govt.nz/meetings

TC
DC

O
CT

20
26

www.tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

TRIAL NEW ORGANIC
WASTE RECYCLING
An exciting new initiative to
revolutionise organic waste
processing is taking place at
Thames’ Seagull Centre.

The Natural OrganicWaste
Solutions (NOW) project is
processing foodwaste locally
with a small carbon footprint
(instead of travelling longer
distances) using the larvae of black soldier
flies to break down foodwaste to produce valuable end
products such as fertiliser and animal feed.

The process is backed by science and operates at large
scale commercially in countries such as China, but is
very new commercially in Aotearoa New Zealand.

www.tcdc.govt.nz/fly

www.tcdc.govt.nz/boatpay

SCAN.
PAY.
LAUNCH AWAY.

BOAT RAMP PAYMENT

20October 2026
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eves.co.nz

Open Home

Waihi
9 Cornwall Street 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21706

A Reason to Buy is the View
A cosy and inviting two-bedroom home with open plan
living kept cosy with a heat pump. The main bedroom
features a double wardrobe, and the lounge enjoys a
rural outlook over the A&P Showgrounds. Internal
access garage, and front and rear courtyards.

Asking Price $599,000
View 1.30-2pm Sat 24 Oct
or by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Price

Waihi
35 Walmsley Road 4 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20868

There is Room for the Big Shed
This four-bedroom family home is located just on the
outskirts of town, offering a lifestyle conveniently close
to all essential amenities. Upstairs, spacious open-plan
living with fireplace and renovated kitchen. A covered
entertaining area extends the living to sunny decks.

Asking Price $895,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only Boundary lines are indicative only

Now Priced

Waihi
15B Silverton Road

eves.co.nz/ewa21962

Build Your Dream Here
Secure this generous 1,525sqm (approx.) section and
bring your vision to life. With space for a family home,
gardens, shedding and outdoor living, the possibilities
are endless. A rare opportunity to create the lifestyle
you’ve always imagined.

Asking Price $330,000
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

Tiny home removed off site

Waihi
7 Penny Lane, Waikino

eves.co.nz/ewa20871

Sizzling Section Ready for Summer
In an elevated position and saturated in sun, find 2,023
sqm (approx.) section. This hidden gem offers
panoramic views, privacy. If you are dreaming of a
weekend escape, a place to call home, or perhaps a
future project. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $425,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

New Price

Waihi
2 Buller Street

eves.co.nz/ewa20741

Set the Scene on this Sunny Section
Vendors are motivated, make an offer. This generous
3,435sqm (approx.) lifestyle section is positioned on the
edge of Waihi town. Great rural outlook, with services
to site. Flexible options, bring your plan big or small this
is one you must see.

Asking Price $455,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
56B Waitete Road 4 2 2 2

eves.co.nz/ewa22179

Modern Living, Tucked Away in
Privacy
This beautifully presented home offers modern
family living in a peaceful setting. Featuring four
bedrooms, two bathrooms, two living areas and an
open-plan kitchen, dining and living space, there’s
room for everyone. Set on a 677sqm (approx.)
landscaped section, enjoy established gardens,
privacy, a double garage with internal access and
low-maintenance living.

Price by Negotiation

Phone for viewing times

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
730 Waitawheta Road

eves.co.nz/ewa15064

Lifestyle to Love with Options
Escape to peaceful rural living on the outskirts of Waihi,
open farmland views set the scene for your dream
lifestyle. This desirable 2.3 ha (approx.) bare land offers
endless potential with no covenants, bring your vision.
An easy drive to town, shops and Waihi Beach.

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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eves.co.nz

Brooke Edwards Residential & Lifestyle Sales

07 863 2288 / 027 435 5905 brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

SSeeccoonndd TTiimmee WWoorrkkiinngg wwiitthh BBrrooookkee
This is the second property transaction I’ve
worked on with Brooke, and it certainly
won’t be the last. Brooke has excellent

communication, outstanding knowledge of
the local market, and consistently works

hard to achieve the best possible outcome
for me. Her professionalism, dedication, and

commitment make the entire process
smooth and stress-free. I look forward to
working with Brooke again in the near
future and highly recommend her to
anyone looking for a reliable and
hardworking real estate agent.

Vendor,, WWaaiihhii

, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

AGRICULTURAL LIME AND LIME ROCK

179 Sandspit Road,WARKWORTH

Phone 09 425 8531
www.rodneylime.co.nz

Ag lime + race rock
100mm and 50mm grades

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799
• Graham - 027 224 0991

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

Kubota
KX057-4
ROPS

Cab Digger

Kubota
KX057-4
ROPS

Cab Digger

Bare Stick
Price

$78,000+GST

Finance
Available
at 1.9%*

* Finance subject to eligibility. Business
applicants only. T&C’s apply

Catherine Delahunty is walking the 
hills of her home area during Octo-

ber and November on a mission to high-
light her view that Hauraki is too pre-
cious to mine.

“After 45 years of too many meetings, 
I want to walk the tracks from Te Aroha 
to Te Moehau and down the eastern side 
of the Peninsula to re-connect with the 
land we are protecting, and I am invit-
ing people to join me along the way,” 
she said.

“We want people to know where all 
the exploration and mining permits are 
and show on social media the beautiful 
places at risk.”

The Coromandel Watchdog of Hau-
raki chair began her walk at the Wai-
rongomai Loop Track just south of Te 
Aroha, where she said a 4000 hectare 
exploration permit had been granted to 
Minerals Exploration. 

During the project, she plans to also 
share stories of the area’s mining his-
tory, and talk about the issues affecting 
both conservation forest and private 
land. 

“These areas are very important for 
biodiversity, water, and future genera-
tions,” she said. 

The project also holds a personal con-
nection for Catherine.

“My great-grandfather was an Irish 
gold miner in Thames and died of quartz 
dust lung disease. I want better for my 
descendants.”

By mid-November, Catherine said she 
planned to have also walked other rele-
vant bush tracks across the Coromandel 
Peninsula. 

These include the Wentworth Valley, 
the Wires track to the Rua Gold sites, 
Monowai Mine and the Kauri walk in 
Waiomu, and the Port Jackson road be-
side Te Moehau mountain. 

“I am really excited about walking up 
the beautiful Port Jackson Rd beside Te 
Moehau mountain which, led by tangata 
whenua, we defended from copper and 
gold mining in the 1980s. 

“There are so many stories I can share 
about the action to protect the area in 
the past and so much to defend right 
now.”

Catherine said the gold mining pres-
sure on the southeastern Peninsula and 
beyond of Hauraki was huge right now.

“The price of gold is high and the gov-
ernment is determined to help foreign 
miners access it.”

Watchdog launches ‘2 
Precious 2 Mine’ walk

Catherine Delahunty is walking the hills of the Coromandel Peninsula during October 
and November to raise awareness about mining in the area.           Photo: SUPPLIED

On the LandOn the Land
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

CELEBRATING OVER 100 YEARSCELEBRATING OVER 100 YEARS
THIS FRIDAY ONLYTHIS FRIDAY ONLY
COME ON DOWN...COME ON DOWN...

BBQ
SSausages, Bread, Onions Colouring Comp

* Download off
Facebook. Every one
who brings in their
entry gets a prize &
goes in the draw for
the GRAND PRIZE

A Honda
Lawnmower

Spot
Prizes

Everything
On Sale

Come in and fill an entry
form for the Honda Lawn

Mower draw!!

Kids Motorbike
photo booth

on site *T&C’s apply

Our salesmen are
ready to talk

e

cial cost as well, survey re-
sponses showed.  

With 3G coverage gone, one 
in seven farms had to replace 
equipment that relied on that 
network – irrigation and pivot 
controls, cow collars and oth-
er farm systems rather than 
phones.   

Some had to spend many 
thousands of dollars, and the 
vast majority were replacing 
gear that was still working.  

Two in three farmers paid for 
workarounds such as satellite 
broadband.  However, only 15 
per cent regarded satellite-to-
mobile as an adequate substi-
tute for a cell tower.   

Federated Farmers Hauraki-
Coromandel president Rob 
Craw, who farms just down the 
road from Coromandel town-
ship, also has trouble with con-
nectivity.

“From up on our airstrip I 

can see Auckland’s Sky Tower, 
and I’m looking at a cellphone 
tower down at Manaia Har-
bour, but our reception is still 
woeful,” he said.

“Since they cut the 3G net-
work, I’ve got a lot more recep-
tion dead-spots through the 
farm.

“I pretty much have to go to 
the top of the hills to make calls 
and I didn’t have to do that be-
fore.”

Farmers pay the price for mobile blackspots
Mobile phone coverage and 

reliability is going back-
wards fast in rural areas  - and 
farming families are paying 
the price, a Federated Farmers 
survey shows.  

Since the 3G network was 
switched off in March this year, 
farmers have been even more 
frustrated with black spots and 
poor reception.   

“Our Rural Connectivity Sur-
vey a year ago found service 
levels were already hit and 
miss,” Federated Farmers tele-
communications spokesperson 
Mark Hooper said. 

“This year’s survey of nearly 
650 farmers paints an even 
bleaker picture.   

“Half of farms now have 
mobile coverage on less than 
half of the property. A third 
of farmers told us they have a 
place on their farm that pre-
viously worked on 3G but no 
longer does.  

“For most, these holes in ser-
vice aren’t just on one part of 
the farm.”  

Patchy or non-existent cov-
erage created obvious risks 
when there was an accident 
or emergency, especially when 
people were working alone, Mr 
Hooper said.

“Nearly two in three farmers 
told us they can’t rely on reach-
ing 111 from most of their farm, 
and 8 per cent said connecting 
to emergency services wasn’t 
possible anywhere on the prop-
erty.”

There was a very real finan-

Mr Craw said that, on a Fed-
erated Farmers leadership 
team Zoom call recently, he 
had to re-start the meeting on 
his phone five times.

“That’s become par for the 
course. I’ll be having a conver-
sation with someone and it’ll 
just drop out.

“We try to get phone work 
done out on the farm so we’ve 
got more time to spend with 
the family when we get in each 
evening, but now I often have 
to go back to the house to join 
Zoom meetings.

“Service reliability was nev-
er 100 per cent but it’s worse 
now,” he said.

Mr Hooper said Federated 
Farmers was holding urgent 
meetings with telcos to get a 
better understanding of what 
scope they have within existing 
infrastructure, or planned in-
vestment, to improve the situ-
ation.   

“We have some sympathy 
for the argument that further 
extensive investment in ‘old 
technology’, such as new tow-
ers, when satellite calling/call 
support and the like is on the 
way, may not be the best use of 
resources.

“But we’re also interested in 
the here and now, and what 
fine-tuning of existing infra-
structure might be possible,” 
he said. 

“At the very least, surely we 
can get more farmers hooked 
back up to the service stand-
ards they had with 3G.”  

On the LandOn the Land

Feds’ Hauraki-Coromandel president Rob Craw says he has less connectivity now.            File Photo: THE VALLEY PROFILE



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

flooring

33 Belmont Road,
Paeroa

07 214 7208
paeroa@flooringdesign.co.nz

Carpet

Garage Carpet

Laminate

Vinyl Plank

Timber

Roller Blinds

Vertical Blinds

Venetian Blinds

flooring

builder

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $3275 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3600 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5800

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

07 868 6868

auto air conditioning

admin@jrb-ag-services.co.nz

ag services

DAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G EDAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G E
Registered Drainlayers

• Domestic / Commercial Drainage
• New Builds / Subdivisions 

Additions / Alterations
• Truck / Digger Hire • Septic Tanks

Free quotes • Friendly & Prompt service
Phone 0274 997 354

E:info@dodd-drainage.co.nz
Deep down you’re gonna love us!

drainage

air conditioning

Contact 021 514 497      glass@bakerjoinery.co.nz

• Glass Repairs
• Shower Glass

Member AMN
Masterglaziers network

Proudly supported 
by Metro Glass

• Retro-fit Double Glazing
• Insurance Quotes

glass & glazing

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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2025 was a big year for Progressive 
Housemovers Ltd.

That’s because the company, owned by 
Andrew Silcock and Ian Stanton, celebrat-
ed its 20-year anniversary in October.

It should come as no surprise the team 
of housemovers are the go-to profession-
als for jobs across the Hauraki Plains, Co-
romandel, Hamilton, Waikato, Auckland 
and “anywhere in between”.

They’ve moved hundreds of houses in 
their 20-year tenure.

But it’s not just houses the team moves 

- they also move sheds, barns, boats and 
structures of all kinds, sizes and weights.

The licensed foundation specialists 
work hard in piling, pile driving and push 
piles, and their services also include site 
works, site cut and earthworks: a one stop 
shop. 

They also have quality houses and build-
ings for sale and relocation at their yards 
at 5 and 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea.
DETAILS: Contact Andrew on 021 125 
1668 or Ian on 027 442 6001; email on
sales@phm.co.nz or visit phm.co.nz.

Two big decades of big moves
Progressive Housemovers Ltd are the go-to professionals.                                             Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

HOUSE LIFTING
       NZ LTD

0800 2LIFTU
2 5 4 3 8 8

Onsite relocation, house lifting, house support for 
basement development, repiling and relevelling

admin@2liftu.co.nz

repiling

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $57 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• Rubbish & green   
  waste removal
• Lawns, hedges and  
  property tidy ups
• Deceased estate 
  clearing
• Gutters, windows 
  and water blasting
• Furniture moving 
  and more

property services

027 212 7750027 212 7750  027 212 7750 precisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nz

ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
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ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS

windscreens

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

 027 717 8001

windscreens

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

CERTIFIED 
PLUMBER 

SPECIALISING IN

Brad Wilkie
022 400 1993      brad@peninsulaplubingsolutions.co.nz

Hot Water Cylinders
Residential & 
Commercial
Repairs &
Maintenance
Renovations
Roofing & Spouting
After Hours Service










 

plumber

• Qualified experienced 
   tree faller 
• Forestry or domestic.
• Forestry thinning .
• Portable sawmilling 
   and slapping.
• Firewood sales or 
   cutting.
• Wilding pine, 
   dangerous tree’s.

Phone Phil 021 944 419
Email trees2timbernz@gmail.com

tree felling

Building or renovating?
We can help.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
 022 023 9502 • petch.nz

structural engineer

Need a Plumber?
• Plumbing
• Gasfitting
• Drainlaying

• Residential
• Maintenance
• New Housing

Thames
(07) 868 6021

Waihi Beach
(07) 863 5621

plumber

SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchens - Wardrobe Solutions 
Laundry - Bathrooms 

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in kitchen & cabinetry
Contact 07 863 8962 / info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnson Street Waihi

joinery

100 Grey St (Opposite wharf)
Thames 07 868 6868

WINDSCREENS 
CHIPS REPAIRED while you wait

windscreens

07 868 6868

TYRES &
BATTERIES 
BEST PRICE
IN TOWN

TYRES - Best Brands
4 Wheel Alignment
100 Grey St Thames
07 868 6868

NEW!
24hr 

Inflation 
Station

tyres & batteries
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Soft-wash the exterior of your house, roof, patios, 
paths and driveway. For best Algae, Moss & Lichen 

treatment. We also clean exterior of windows, 
gutters and do general waterblasting 
Prompt local service with over 

20 yrs experience 
Call for free quote

Andy Direct:  027 313 4386 or 0800 737 777 
or email: atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz  

- Property Maintenance Professionals

HOUSE WASH
housewash

Purple party
The field at Goldfields School hosted a purple 
posse, a pocket of polite pets and an assortment 
of activities recently for its Purple Kotahitanga 
Day. Students, teachers and whānau gathered to 
highlight a significant school uara (value) called 
Kotahitanga or collaboration. Matua Caleb told 
The Profile the day celebrated weaving whānau, 
community and “our tamariki and kaiako” to-
gether. An interactive farmyard was set up for 
people to pet and spend time with various ani-
mals and there was also a disco, treasure hunt 
and shared kai. An Information Expo for whānau 
was also held to share information about the 
future of their tamariki from presenters and 
groups from across Waikato. Reporter DAVIDDA 
HIKATANGATA popped down to the purple party.

Waihania and Ailis spend time with the pony.

Matua Cam and Phenix pet the rabbit.

Moses makes a new pal.

Matthew greets a sheep, left, Abel is a guide.

Sabia cradles the guinea pig pal.



PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes 

we just cannot achieve this. If you are one of the few who did not 
receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, 
Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, 
Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, 
Daffodil Dairy, Fresh Choice Waihi, Kenny St Dairy
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station, Bin 
Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, 
Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy     KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885
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TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Gardening

Sheep Shearing 
Services

STUMP GRINDING. 

All sizes, all areas. 

Thames based. 

Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman

Death Notices

Handyman Services

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 021 
251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Painters

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Situation Vacant

Public Notices

Storage

Storage

Storage

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033

Safe n Sound Storage

www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames

Clean, secure, dry

Units available

7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m

Phone 07 868 9944

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Land Wanted

Piano Tuner

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Friday 5pm

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Friday 5pm

For Lease

Farming

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Builder

Land wanted to lease, 
up to 40 hectares, 
Hauraki Plains or 
surrounds, long term. 
Ph 027 278 5384

That Painter Ltd
Interior / Exterior

Small-medium sized 
projects preferred

Free Quotes
“I paint like Piccaso, 

only cheaper”
Call Stan, 0223137911

Small block of land to 
graze 4 highland cows 
and rear a few calves. 
Anything considered. 
Text or call Richard 027 
933 2015

Experienced 
independent AB 
Technician available 
for your herd. Call/text 
Richard 027 933 2015

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

MANGATARATA
COMMUNITY 

RECREATIONAL 
RESERVE INC

16th NOVEMBER 2026
MANGATARATA 

COMMUNITY HALL
(Hauraki Bowling Club)

7.30PM
ALL WELCOME

 

CLOSURE OF STREETS TO VEHICULAR 
TRAFFIC 

 
 

Pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) Regulations 1965, 
notice is hereby given that, the Thames-Coromandel District Council, for the 
purpose of the Thames Santa Parade 2026, will close the following streets 
to ordinary vehicular traffic for the periods indicated hereunder.   
 
Thames 
 
Saturday 5th December 2026 
from 9:30am to 2:30pm  
 

• Pollen Street from State Highway 25 to Albert St  
• Pahau Street from Kirkwood St to Martha St 
• Cochrane Street from Kirkwood St to Campbell St  

 
 

An approved copy of the Traffic Management Plan including road closure 
maps may be requested from Thames-Coromandel District Council. 
   
A Lawrie 
Chief Executive 
Thames-Coromandel District Council 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

EVA HAMMOND 
SCHOLARSHIP TRUST AWARD 
Eligibility 
Any past student who is about to commence a 
course of tertiary education including students 
who are within 6 months of leaving the school 
for that purpose. 

Purpose of Award 
To give financial assistance to eligible current or 
past students, of the school in respect of any 
recognised course of tertiary education but with 
priority given to university education wherever 
possible.  The assistance should benefit students 
on a basis of financial need and such other 
deserving qualities as the Trustees may elect. 

An application form is available from the 
Principal’s PA 
email: traceyreed@thameshigh.school.nz  

• The closing date for applications is  
Tuesday 3 November 2026 (12.00 pm) 

• Written applications only are 
acceptable. 

• All information is confidential to the 
selection committee. 

Gareth Wright 
Acting Principal 
 

 

 

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga 

Thames High School 
 

BANE, 
Margaret Jeanette:
Peacefully at Tararu Care 
Home, Thames on Monday 
12th October 2026; Aged 
72 years. Much loved wife 
of Gordon. Loved Mum of 
Nicola and Glen. Cherished 
grandmother of all her 
grandchildren. Treasured 
sister and sister-in-law of; 
Gordon and Suzanne, Peter 
and Dianne (deceased), Ross 
and Karen, Heather, Eion 
and Christine (deceased), 
Don and Faye (deceased), 
Carolyn and Grant, Lesley 
and Peter, and families. A 
celebration of Margaret’s life 
will be held at The Thames 
on Kirkwood, 100 Kirkwood 
St, Thames on Saturday 24th 
October at 11am.
A private cremation has been 
held.
Communications to 
gmbane@hotmail.com

Contract Boat Ramp Wardens Wanted
Waikawau (Thames Coast)
Waikawau Boat Ramp Society (WBRS) is looking for reliable, switched-on individuals 
to take on contract roles of Boat Ramp Warden at our busy facility on the Thames 
Coast Road.
If you love the coastal environment, enjoy working with the public, physically fit and can 
keep a cool head, we want to hear from you.
Core Focus & Responsibilities
• Keep the Highway Safe (Highest Priority): Monitor the facility entrance   
 closely to stop queuing vehicles from spilling back onto the main Thames   
 Coast Road.
• Manage Traffic Flow: Direct vehicles efficiently into designated waiting   
 zones, ramp lanes, and trailer parking spaces to maximize site capacity.
• Digital Support: Help boaties navigate our mobile phone software to successfully pay 
 daily launching fees or yearly passes (this is a strictly cashless site).
• Ramp Safety: Remind users of ramp etiquette and ensure pedestrian    
 walkways are kept clear.
• Schedule: Weekends and Public Holidays (with potential for weekdays 
 during peak summer demand).
• Status: Independent Contractor.
• Requirements: Excellent communication skills, a polite but assertive 
 demeanour under pressure, and patience when helping less tech-savvy 
 users with smartphones.
How to Apply
Please apply in the first instance to wbrs2000@gmail.com with the subject line Contract 
and we will send you an application form.

Council Land Drain 
Maintenance Programme

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the 
Hauraki District Council Drainage Bylaw 
Clause 10.1, that Council’s annual drain 
maintenance programme will operate from 
November 2026 to June 2027.
During this time council staff and 
contractors will be entering onto private 
property to spray aquatic weeds by vehicle 
or helicopter using an approved weed 
control chemical or to clear drains using 
an excavator. Work will take place in these 
areas:

Drainage District 
Western Plains, Eastern Plains, Kōmata 
North, Opukeko, Tirohia, Rotokohu and 
Taramaire.
Town
Ngātea, Kerepēhi, Tūrua, Paeroa, Waihī, 
Whiritoa and Kaiaua.

Individual property owners will be advised 
only when the excavator is in their area, 
before work starts.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

For Rent
Tiny house, Kaiaua. 1 
dbl, 1 sgl furnished brm. 
50 metres to sea. Not 
suitable for children or 
pets, suit working or 
retired couple. $415 p.w. 
Ph 027 289 8629

Mobile shearing, 
crutching, hoof 
trimming & drenching
For lifestyle block 
owners, competitive 
rates. Call Richard 022 
128 0852. Or email 
richard.collier@xtra.
co.nz for details

MADDOX, 
Patsy Jane 
(nee Wilton):
Peacefully, at Waihi Lifecare 
(with family at her side) on 
18th October, 2026; aged 
93 years. 
Loved wife of the late Jack. 
Much loved Mum of Steve 
and Isobel, Colin and Marie, 
Wayne, Evelyn and Fred, 
Jan, and the late Gary; 
and dearly loved by all her 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
Honouring Patsy’s wishes, a 
private cremation has been 
held.

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

SLY, Jeweline:
Peacefully, at Thames 
Hospital on 19th October, 
2026; aged 76 years. 
Beloved wife of the late 
Warren. Much loved mother 
of Mercedes, Richard, and 
Phillip, mother-in-law of 
Isaac, and Pamela, and loved 
Nanna of Sadé, AJ, Kody; 
Camden, Coen and Leon.
A proud midwife, Rotarian, 
and Community Volunteer 
who will be very dearly 
missed.
A celebration of Jeweline’s 
life will be held in The 
Grahamstown Chapel, 102 
Kirkwood Street, Thames on 
Wednesday 28th October 
at 11am

Enrolment at Netherton School is governed by an 
enrolment scheme. Information and forms are available on 
the school website www.netherton.school.nz
Limited places for out of zone children are available for 
the 2027 school year.
Applications close midday Friday 30th October 2026 and 
are to be emailed to office@netherton.school.nz 

7 School Road Netherton 
RD1, Paeroa 3671

Ph: 07 862 3847 
Fax: 07 862 3914
www.netherton.school.nz
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Instant, 4 One and only, 9 Staunch, 13 Coat, 14 Beggar, 15 Dating, 16 Ostrich, 19 Recovering,
20 Señorita, 21 Agree, 24 Return, 25 Medals, 27 Obstinate, 32 Bullseye, 33 Cliffs, 34 Flannel,
38 Equipped, 39 Rabble, 40 Alps, 41 Pills, 42 Slyly, 45 Trifling amount, 52 Penny, 55 Spasm, 56 Ewer,
57 Pliers, 58 Uncouple, 61 Tersely, 62 Imbibe, 63 Intended, 66 Immigrant, 68 Flashy, 69 Attend, 73 Kitty,
74 Consider, 76 Antisocial, 81 Brother, 82 Famine, 83 Rumour, 84 Stay, 85 Trudged, 86 Understand,
87 Ecuador.

DOWN: 1 Incur, 2 Scarcity, 3 Theory, 4 Organ, 5 Ears, 6 Nudists, 7 Outing, 8 Lunar, 10 Test, 11 Upright,
12 Cycled, 17 Oversupply, 18 State, 22 Baseball, 23 Angle, 24 Rafters, 26 Even, 28 Buffalo, 29 Client,
30 Cinema, 31 Berlin, 33 Cabin, 35 Noise, 36 Jury, 37 Spin, 43 Lapsed, 44 Lasts, 46 Rows, 47 Foreman,
48 Impair, 49 Guide, 50 Marginal, 51 Tenant, 52 Protection, 53 Nape, 54 Yielded, 59 Claim, 60 Etch,
64 Crook, 65 Depicted, 67 Mutated, 68 Farmers, 70 Mirror, 71 Admire, 72 Figure, 75 Slain, 77 Named,
78 Layer, 79 Fete, 80 Aria.
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ACROSS
1 Yellow fossil gum (5)
4 Favourite person
(5,2,4,3)
11 Happening (5)
14 Stage accessories
(5)
15 Radio, TV
presenter (11)
16 Dairy cattle breed
(8)
19 Security device (7)
20 Form (5)
21 Practised (9)
24 Unwavering in
purpose, loyalty (9)
26 Ban (6)
27 Small river (6)
31 Pulsate (5)
32 Woman’s garment
(8)
34 Triumphant (10)
38 Colitis (anag)(7)
39 Synopsis (6)
40 Respect and
admiration (6)
41 Disconcert (4)
42 Diver’s garment (7)
45 Squeezed (10)
50 Meal course (7)
54 Speed (4)
55 Acid-alkali indicator
(6)
56 Skin (6)
57 Fault-find (3-4)
60 Played the market
(10)
61 Facing (8)
62 Less dangerous (5)
65 Carnival (6)

66 Overseas (6)
67 Long-established
custom (9)
72 Gut feelings (9)
73 Rural holdings (5)
74 Big cat (7)
79 Stoppered glass
wine bottle (8)
80 Not recommended
(11)
81 Craze (5)
82 Ravine (5)
83 Unlucky for some?
(6,8)
84 High temperature
(5)

DOWN
2 Bricklayer’s mixture
(6)
3 Oust (5)
5 Unadulterated (4)
6 Despises (7)
7 Dwell in (6)
8 Kiln for drying hops
(4)
9 Last batsman (8)
10 Mistakes (6)
11 Basic (10)
12 Heinous (4)
13 Temper fit (7)
17 Water body (5)
18 Struck back (10)
22 Bid (5)
23 Cause to explode
(8)
25 Hot region (7)
26 Supervise (7)
28 Pick (6)
29 Breakfast holder

(3,3)
30 Be at (6)
33 Slowly and broadly
(mus)(5)
35 Sugary (5)
36 Flightless bird (4)
37 Untidy shambles
(4)
42 Straw (anag)(5)
43 In shreds (8)
44 Island country off
China (6)
45 Waist sash (10)
46 Maximum (4)
47 Giant coniferous
tree (7)
48 Undresses (6)
49 Leaves (5)
51 Discharge (4)
52 Highest female
voice (7)
53 Soaring firework
(6)
58 Nourishment (10)
59 Examine (5)
63 Keep on (8)
64 Shoplift (5)
65 Fireplace log
holder (7)
68 Scrap (7)
69 Scattered (6)
70 French Pacific
island (6)
71 Attractively small,
dainty (6)
75 Provoke (5)
76 Skin mark (4)
77 Check and correct
(4)
78 Hint (4)
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 1433EastCoastRoad

94.53ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing2pm,Wed4Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed21Oct&Wed28Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coastaldairy/grazing farm–minutes toboat ramp
Securea94-hectare (moreor less)dairyandgrazingproperty ina tightlyheldcoastal farmingdistrictnearKaiaua.
Currently supplyingOpenCountry, thedairyoperationhasaveraged56,174kgMSover thepast threeseasons.
Infrastructure includesa20-asideherringbonedairyshed,200-cowyard,disuseddairyshedand implementsheds,
withsomeforestryadding furtherpotential. Theexistinghomeoffers scope for transformation intoasubstantial
family residence.Enjoyeasyaccess toKaiaua’s fishing,boatingandbirdlife,withNgatea,ThamesandPukekoheall
within reach.

bayleys.co.nz/2630246

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Miranda 880FindlayRoad

12.0785ha

AskingPrice $749,000+GST(if any)
View 1.45-2.15pmWed21Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

GatewaytotheCoromandelcoastline
Offering 12.07hectares (moreor less)ofvacant land, thispropertycombinesopenspacewith ruraloutlooksand
viewsacross theCoromandel rangesandFirthofThames.Currently leasedandgrazed fordairying, itprovidesa
practical rural settingwith flexibility for the future.PūkorokoroMirandaShorebirdCentre, theHaurakiRail Trail and
coastalKaiauaareallwithineasy reach,offeringcycling,walkingandwaterfrontattractions.Ngatea isapproximately
24kilometres (moreor less)away for shops, schoolingand local services,whileThamesandPokenoare
approximately36and32kilometresawayrespectively for supermarkets, retail andadditional services.

bayleys.co.nz/2630251
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 136PipiroaRoad

80.54ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 12Nov2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmTue27Oct&Tue3Nov
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

80ha+ lease=122,000kgMS
Establisheddairyunitof80.54ha(moreor less) in theheartof theHaurakiPlains,offering flatcontour, reliablecouncil
waterandawell-organised farm layout.Three titles support45paddocksplus35 leasedpaddocks,with300MAcows
supplyingFonterraanaverageof 122,000kgMSover thepast twoseasons. Infrastructure includesa22ASHBdairy
shedwith in-shed feeding,250-cowyard,haybarns, calf shed, implementshedsandestablishedeffluent
management.The 1957brickhomeprovides threebedrooms,practical livinganda fully fencedsection.Located just
1.2kmfromNgatea township,withconvenientaccess toschools, servicesandmajorcentres.

bayleys.co.nz/2630291

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatarata 334dMahutaRoad

1.0379ha

AskingPrice $389,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Spacetobuildyour future,a location toenjoy
Enjoyelevated lifestyle livingon 1.03hectares (moreor less),withsweepingviewsacross theCoromandelRangesand
surroundingcountryside. Justeightminutes fromNgatea, thisgentlycontouredsectionenjoysasunnynorth-easterly
aspectandoffers space tobuildasubstantial familyhome,with roomforsheds,petsandoutdoor living.Waitakaruru
PrimarySchool isnearby,withzoning for theHaurakiPlainsCollegeadding furtherappeal for families.Pukekohe is
approximately53kilometresaway,Bombay46kilometresandThames34kilometres,providingconvenientaccess to
nearby towns, local servicesandeverydayessentials.

bayleys.co.nz/2630280
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS

Waitak ‘WaWahs’ finish first season in style
From having no senior rugby league 

team in the district, to reaching a grand 
final in their first season, the Waitak War-
riors have made an impressive impact in 
their debut year.

The idea for the squad began more than 
a year ago, when Andrew Connaughton 
saw an opportunity to give local rugby 
league players a team of their own, without 
having to travel out of the Hauraki.

“We had so many local lads playing 
rugby union who were keen to play league, 
but they were having to travel all the way 
to places like Tairua just to get a game. I 
thought, ‘why not build something right 
here in Waitakaruru?’” Andrew told The 
Profile. 

“Second, through my involvement with 
Ngatea Youth Rugby League, where we 
have over 150 kids playing each week, I 
saw a clear gap. Once our kids age out of 
the youth division, if there isn’t a senior 
pathway, they tend to drop out of sport al-
together. Establishing the Waitak Warriors 
gives our young people a clear progression 
pathway so they can stay active, competi-
tive, and connected to their community.”

To make it happen, Andrew approached 
Hauraki North Rugby Club - well-known 
in the rohe for backing women’s rugby by 
creating the Hauraki North Diamonds in 
2023.

“They were the obvious choice, and 
thankfully, they jumped straight on board. 
The Hauraki North committee has been 
incredibly supportive, giving us a home by 
letting us use their pitches and top-tier fa-
cilities.”

The team has adopted the nickname the 
WaWahs, a play on Waitak Warriors and 
the popular “Up the Wahs” catchphrase 

RUGBY LEAGUE
By KELLEY TANTAU

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

They then made history with the first 
senior rugby league match at Hauraki 
North’s grounds, beating the Manaia Ma-
kos 64-8 in front of their home crowd.

From there, the team continued to build 
momentum, eventually securing a 36-20 
semi-final win against the Tairua Tani-
whas to secure a place in the grand final in 
their inaugural season.

The final was held in Thames on October 
10, with the WaWahs up against the Mer-
cury Bay Boars. 

“Our boys started exceptionally well, 
heading into halftime with a 12-10 lead,” 
Andrew said. 

“While we weren’t quite able to hold off a 
classy, experienced Boars side - who have 
been running for 17 years - we fought right 
to the final whistle in a thrilling, tightly 
contested match that ended 38-26.”

Despite coming up just short of the sil-
verware, Andrew said it had been a “truly 
remarkable” inaugural season. 

“To put it into perspective, out of our 
starting 13 for the final, 10 players had 
never played rugby league before this year.

“The character, determination, and 
heart these players have shown to go from 
scratch to grand finalists is a massive tes-
tament to this group of lads. We set out to 
bring the senior league to our district, cre-
ate a pathway for our local young blokes, 
and build a brotherhood, and we have 
done just that. I couldn’t be prouder.”

The Waitak Warriors are already look-
ing ahead to next season, with plans to re-
turn even stronger after setting such a high 
benchmark in their first year.

Andrew thanked the club’s sponsors, 
coaches, management team and support-
ers for helping establish the team and 
backing it during the season, saying their 
contribution had been instrumental in 
bringing senior rugby league to the district.

associated with the national rugby league 
team, the New Zealand Warriors.

“It caught on instantly with the boys and 
our supporters, and it’s stuck ever since,” 
Andrew said.

The WaWahs grew from an initial mus-
ter of about 10 players to a squad of 32 

men, ranging from 18-year-olds to experi-
enced players in their 40s.

They had a strong start on the field, 
opening their season with a 22-8 away 
win against the Te Aroha Cobras before a 
hard-fought 32-21 loss to the Whangamatā 
Whai.

The Waitak Warriors, aka 
the WaWahs, made an 

impressive debut season. 
Photo: SUPPLIED


