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By KELLEY TANTAU

auraki Plains’ young rug-

by stars have struck gold
in Queenstown, taking out
the major award at the 2026
Global Games.

The Year 8 Under-13 team
competed at the Queenstown
NZ Junior Rugby Festival last
month, taking on three oppo-
nents on the road to the finals
and coming away with three
wins.

Team managers Sharyn
Nielsen and Courtney Luke
said the trip began with a sim-
ple vision to give the players
an opportunity to take their
love of rugby to a bigger stage.

“We wanted a chance for
our kids to compete, represent
themselves, team, club, and
families on a bigger stage,”
Courtney told The Profile.

“What started as an idea,
soon became a shared goal.”

Courtney said the team’s
road to the finals was “nothing
short of incredible” - with the
players facing three “great”
opponents, and showing “de-
termination, courage, and
a never-give-up attitude” to
clinch all three wins.

“It was pretty cool that we
got to play with our Thames
Valley rugby ball as well,” she
said.

The team was commended
for its efforts and received
the games’ Major Award - the
highest honour awarded to

one team across all age groups,

that demonstrated “outstand-
ing performance, sportsman-
ship, and overall excellence
throughout the event on and
off the field,” Courtney said.
When the team found out
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Haurakl Plalns rugby tea

they had won, shock quickly
turned into celebration, be-

cause for the players, reaching
the Global Games had been a
two-year journey of hard work,
commitment, and fundraising.
Courtney said local sponsors
played an incredibly important
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part in making their dream a
reality, and thanked them as
well as the coaching and man-
agement team of Luke O’Neil,
Roger Magon, Brendon Niels-
en, and Sharyn Nielsen.
“Along the way, we all put

in countless hours, sweat, and
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Hauraki Plains” Year 8 Under-13 team competed at
the Queenstown NZ Junior Rugby Festival as part of
the Global Games. Photo: SHARYN NIELSEN

tears,” Courtney said.

“It’s been a long road but we
never gave up.

“We are so proud of what
these kids have achieved. This
journey has been much more
than getting to the Global
Games - it has taught them the

value of commitment, team-
work, perseverance, and never
giving up on a goal.

“They worked for this, they
earned this, and we are incred-
ibly grateful to everyone who
helped them get there,” she
said.

Zero to Hero — Recycte, Recyc/e
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directly into landfill ...
Well, it’s a no brainer ...

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
that makes me see red!
make the Smartest move,

call the experts today, we know how to
put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business foday.

Phone us
foday

0800 4 MY BIN (0s00 46 216)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz
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By FELIX WALTON, of RNZ

Whangamata man, who died after tak-

ing conflicting medications, suffered
‘serotonin syndrome’, which caused his or-
gans to fail. A coroner says better oversight
by his psychiatrist could have helped pre-
vent his death.

Blake Williams had been taking tranylcy-
promine, a powerful and rarely prescribed
anti-depressant, for 18 months when he
started hallucinating on August 9, 2022.

The 26-year-old was living with his grand-
parents, who noticed he was “dripping in
sweat and really agitated”, before rushing
him to the Thames Emergency Department
that evening. Less than 24 hours later, Wil-
liams was dead.

In a report on his death, coroner Ian Tel-
ford concluded Williams, who had depres-
sion and anxiety, had taken several unpre-
scribed medications that conflicted with his
prescribed anti-depressant.

Telford said the medicines that contribut-
ed to his death were anti-depressant citalo-
pram and stimulant Ritalin, which belonged
to his uncle living in the same house, and
antihistamine chlorphenamine, which he
likely obtained from a pharmacy.

“Blake appears to have lacked a full ap-
preciation of the risks associated with taking
these additional drugs in conjunction with
the tranylcypromine prescribed by his psy-
chiatrist,” Telford wrote.

When he arrived at Thames ED, Williams
was sweating profusely, hallucinating, and
moving involuntarily and aggressively.

“By 9.50pm, Blake’s condition had dete-

riorated further, and nursing assessment
established that his heart rate had risen to
188 beats per minute, his temperature to
39.5 degrees and his blood pressure had
dropped,” Telford continued.

Williams stayed at the ED overnight, until
he was next assessed at 2am on August 10.

“By this time, Blake’s condition had dete-
riorated markedly,” Telford wrote. He was
soon diagnosed with serotonin syndrome,
caused by an oversupply of serotonin in the
brain and nervous system. Williams was
taken to the Waikato Intensive Care Unit,
where he died at about 2pm.

Coroner Telford said Williams’ use of
tranylcypromine should have had more
oversight. “The clinical consensus is that
tranylcypromine is a particularly high-risk
medication,” he wrote.

The psychiatrist, referred to as Dr P in
the report, had started Williams on 10mg of
tranylcypromine and, over seven months,
increased his dosage to 6omg, but MedSafe
only recommends dosages of up to 20mg a
day. “Dr P stated that he was not aware of
this guidance, but had consulted his clinical
community regarding the upper limits for
tranylcypromine,” Telford wrote.

“However, all other clinicians who con-
tributed to my inquiry noted - often with
some concern - that the maintenance dose
of 60mg prescribed for Blake significantly
exceeded the maximum dose recommended
by MedSafe.” While giving evidence at the
inquest, Williams’ mother, Kim Williams,
criticised Dr P’s conduct during an after-
hours phone call. “T explained to him that

Coroner criticises psychiatrist over death

Blake was in the emergency department,”
she recounted. “T asked him whether or not
there was anything he could tell me that I
could share with the medical professionals
there. To say he was unhelpful would be be-
ing generous. He actually said to me: T'm at
home, I don’t have his records, they’re at the
office’, and ‘you'll have to call in the morning
to get that information’.”

Dr P claimed not to remember that phone
call, which appalled coroner Telford.

“Although he was notably articulate in re-
sponding to questions, a central feature of
his oral evidence was a repeated inability to
recall material matters.

“The absence of any recollection of this
particular call is striking. On Kim’s evi-
dence, this was not a routine administrative
exchange. It was an after-hours call from
the mother of a patient taking tranylcy-
promine, during an acute hospital presenta-
tion, shortly before that patient’s death.”

Telford referred Williams’ death and his
findings to the Medical Council, “particu-
larly as it pertains to the treatment provid-
ed by Dr P”, he wrote. “For the avoidance
of doubt, I make no determination as to
whether those matters raise issues of com-
petence, conduct, health, fitness to practise
or any other regulatory response. Those are
matters for the Medical Council.”

Coroner Telford made several recom-
mendations, including suggesting a public
campaign urging people not to take other
people’s prescribed medicines, and not to
keep and take old medicines.

This story was first published on rnz.co.nz

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and
_I'm here to help you. Find me in

one of the display advertisements

in The Valley Profile, then email ad-

min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your

full name & postal address, and the
business name and page number of the ad by
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Williams En-
gineering ad.
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Quarrymen and Contractors

The Hauraki Taxation
Service Limited

Established 1982

For out of town independent
accounting advice
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WE'RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.
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Funding boost to help restore rail trail

By KELLEY TANTAU

further $400,000 boost for

he Hauraki Rail Trail will
help tackle some of its worst
storm damage, but the fund-
ing is only the beginning of the
work needed to restore the trail
to its former glory.

Hauraki Rail Trail Charita-
ble Trust chief executive Diane
Drummond said the latest gov-
ernment funding announced
last week, matched dollar-for-
dollar by Hauraki District Coun-
cil, gave the trust $800,000 to
put towards repairs between
Waihi and Waikino.

“That was the area that was
severely damaged during the
storm, which resulted in the
tunnel being closed for two
months, and also the vast ma-
jority of the trail between Vic-
toria Battery and Lawrence Rd
being closed due to the trail be-
ing completely washed out.

“The $400,000, however,
isn’t enough to actually restore

Repairing the Karangahake Tunnel is the trust’s immediate pri?)rity.

the trail to its former glory.”

The latest funding, provided
through the New Zealand Cy-
cle Trail Fund via the Interna-
tional Conservation and Visitor
Levy, builds on the $300,000
announced earlier this year for
urgent safety work after major
storm events - including when
the Ohinemuri River flooded in
January.

This takes total government
support for the trail’s recovery

to $700,000.

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son said the investment rec-
ognised the trail’s importance
to the region, with more than
32,000 people previously re-
ported to use it each year and
around $12m spent in the local
economy.

“That’s a significant boost for
the many small businesses that
benefit from visitors to the trail -
from local retailers, restaurants

and cafes, to accommodation
providers.”

Diane said overall trail usage
was down 15 per cent on the
same period last year - although
numbers rebounded quickly
when sections reopened. With
the latest funding now secured,
the Karangahake Tunnel was
the trust’'s immediate prior-
ity, with riders currently being
asked to dismount and walk be-
cause of its rough surface and
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Applications closing soon!

Get Creative

Torn yoor creative
vision into reality

Bring your creative ideas to life with funding
from the Creative Communities Scheme.
Whether you're an artist, performer, creative
group, school or community organisation,
funding is available for projects that:
e Provide creative opportunities for the
community
e Engage young people (under 18 years)
e Celebrate and promote local arts and
cultural traditions
Applications are open to individuals and

groups, with project taking place between
1 October 2026 and 30 September 2027.

Find out more and download the application -

creative-communities-scheme

Hauraki District

g reativ

COMMUNITIES

Applications close 4pMm, 11 8eptember 2026

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/grants-funding/
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For five
generations,

the Read family
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Thames and

the Coromandel
Peninsula get
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trusted brands
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water crossing the trail.

“It’s open to a walking stand-
ard, not a cycling standard at
this early stage, but now that
the $400,000 has come in and
matched, that’s going to be a
priority for us, to sort the tunnel
out.”

Resilience work in the area
will also be prioritised to reduce
the risk of further storm dam-
age. Diane told The Profile the
trust was continuing to work

with the Ministry of Business,
Innovation and Employment,
council, and other funding
partners to find further funding
mechanisms.

“We know we don’t have
the money we need to restore
the trail to where it was at this
time,” she said. “We’re very fo-
cused and positive that that will
eventually come, but it’s just
not the timeframe that we were
hoping for.

“But we’re very, very grate-
ful, and we’re very appreciative,
and we're going to be placing
this investment where it makes
the best sense.”

Alongside its regular repairs
and maintenance role, Hauraki
District Council has put addi-
tional funding into the trail by
matching the government con-
tribution received.

“The January flooding caused
real damage, and a large share
of that damage was here in our
rohe,” Mayor Toby Adams said.

“This additional $400,000 is
a big step forward, and council
is proud to do its bit - through
matched funding, practical sup-
port, and the day-to-day care
that helps keep the trail safe
and enjoyable.”

The trust is also continuing
its annual trail surveys, with
the Ministry requiring 300 to
500 responses each year, using
feedback to identify problems
and prioritise its limited main-
tenance budget.

Whether it’s fixing,
building or exploring
the outdoors -
Read Bros have you
covered. Visit us
in store or online.

www.readbros.co.nz

308 Pollen St, Thames

afterpaye® = |
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07 868 6608

Hardware



04 THE VALLEY PROFILE, September 8, 2026

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

John Bertrand Collectables Are
Buying in Thames, Hauraki and
Coromandel Regions This Week

nce again, the gold and collectables buyers

from Wellington company John Bertrand
Collectables are visiting Thames, Hauraki and
Coromandel Regions this week. Mr Tony Grant from
the company says, “If you are downsizing or wanting
to dispose of things because they no longer serve any
purpose to you or your family bring them in”. “This
week will be a great opportunity to have any items you
want to sell assessed by our buyers” said Mr Grant.

Gold & Silver
AtVery High
Prices =

Over the last
couple of years, ]
we have seen a sharp i
increase in the price of 2.
precious metals. The gold price in New
Zealand is still at historically high levels.
So, gather up all your unwanted items and
make an appointment to see the buyers.
Tony Grant says “We can buy gold items

A
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Particularly wanted are Gold
and Silver (in any of its forms)
and Collectables such as Coins,
Banknotes, War Medals, Old
Wind-up Watches and other
interesting Small Collectables.
“We are keen buyers,
especially of the items in the list
below” said Mr Grant. “Nothing
is too small for our consideration.
We are just as happy buying 1
item as we are buying 1,000
items” he said. The buyers will
be in Thames, Hauraki and
Coromandel Regions this week.
(see details below). As Tony
Grant points out “If you are
in doubt about any items you
may wish to sell, bring them
along for an instant appraisal.”

Mr Anthony (Tony)
W. Grant

Fellow of the Royal Numismatic
Society of New Zealand Incorporated

Director and Buyer
John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd

Author of the John Bertrand
NZ Coin & Banknote Catalogue

in all forms, including Jewellery (Rings,
Chains, Brooches etc.), Coins (Sovereigns
and the like), Alluvial (River Gold),
virtually anything, even Gold Teeth! We
also need all Sterling Silver including
Cups, Tea Services, Cutlery and Old
Coins” he said.

Interesting Small
Collectables Wanted

he buyers from John Bertrand

(Collectables) Ltd, visiting Thames,
Hauraki and Coromandel Regions this
week, are happy to look at any interesting
items, for example vintage pocket and
wristwatches such as Rolex, Men’s
Omega, Breitling and gold watches etc.
Also wanted, pre 1950’s picture postcards,
Maori and Pacific artefacts, old fountain
pens and other small antique or historical
items.

“If you have something unusual which
you would like to sell, please bring it into
one of our venues, we would like the
chance to at least have a look at it” said
Tony Grant, buyer for the Company. “We
will consider anything which may be of
interest to a collector” he said.

Some Big Dollars in Early Banknotes

arly New Zealand Banknotes

dated before 1932 are currently
fetching big money! This is according
to Mr Tony Grant, author of the John
Bertrand New Zealand Coin & Banknote
Catalogue. Mr Grant is in Thames,
Hauraki and Coromandel Regions this
week on a buying trip for John Bertrand
(Collectables) Ltd and would be
very keen to see any of these issues.
“We will pay at least $300 for any
undamaged Ten Shilling or One Pound

banknote from a New Zealand trading
bank dated 1932 or before.

Denominations of five pounds and
higher would be worth from $700. “Any
banknote dated prior to 1900 would be
worth at least $1000” said Mr Grant.

Also purchased are any Reserve Bank
of New Zealand pre-decimal issues,
especially 50 Pound notes. All overseas
banknotes are also wanted, especially
early Pacific Island issues.

ADVERTISEMENT

Collectors Need War Medals

urrently, throughout NZ and the world there is a big
demand by collectors for war medals. These cover all
wars right through from the New Zealand Land Wars and
the Boer War, to the First and Second World Wars and the
later Korea and Vietnam conflicts. New Zealand Servicemen
and Women first served overseas in the Boer War in South
Africa around 1900 and the war medals awarded for this
service are needed by the buyers, as are any other Medals
from early New Zealand and the New Zealand Wars.
General service medals from both the First and Second
World Wars will also be purchased, but as can be imagined
these were awarded in fairly large numbers. “If a group
of medals has any special award for bravery such as the
Military Medal, Military or Flying Cross or other medals for
Distinguished Conduct or Meritorious Service, these can
add great value to a group” stated Mr Tony Grant, buyer
for John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd. “Many families have
old medals, some dating back to early Imperial days, that
they are not sure what to do with. These are better off in
the hands of collectors who will look after them. We will
be happy to look at any war medals whatsoever, just bring
them in to venues” he said.

Old Coins Can Toss Up a Rarity

Do you have a bunch of old coins sitting around in
your drawers and cupboards? You just never know
what rarities may be lurking there. The advice from Tony
Grant from John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited is to
“bring them in and let us have a look”. “No need to sort
anything out just bring them in ‘as is’ and please don’t
clean them! We can go through coin accumulations
and collections fairly quickly” he said. The buyers are
particularly keen to purchase pre-1946 New Zealand
Silver Coins and World Silver Coins. “In any event we will
buy All Coins,” said Mr Grant.

» Unwanted Jewellery or Broken Rings
* Gold Chains

 Gold Watch Cases

e Alluvial (River) Gold

e Dental Gold

* Gold Coins

* Gold Racing & Trophy Cups

* All Gold & Silver Coins

¢ Gold Sovereigns

e Gold Half Sovereigns

® NZ Silver Coins 1946 & Before

OLD GOLD

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) ARE BUYING NOW!!

GOLD & SILVER

« Racing Cups
« A&P Show Cups
* Sports Cups
« Presentation Keys & Trowels
 Show Pieces
« Sterling Silver Tea Sets
o Sterling Silver Cutlery
¢ Scrap Gold & Silver
*No EPNS or Silver Plated jtems Please*

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES

* Gold & Silver Pocket Watches
* Any Rolex Watches

» Also wanted NZ & World Coins after 1946
o Australian Silver Coins to 1963
e English Silver Coins to 1946

* Omega Gents Watches
e Any Breitling, Jaegar Le Coultre, Vacheron &
Constantin, Patek Philippe, or INC Watches

1 n

¢ NZ & Australian "Tradesmen’s” Tokens
¢ NZ Transportation Tokens

 Railway Passes

¢ Tram Tokens (not Dunedin Tramways)

¢ Presbyterian Church Communion Tokens
¢ Bread Tokens

¢ Theatre, Cafe, Discount Tokens etc

* Any other tokens relating to early New Zealand

-
.4 COLLECTABLES

¢ Albums & Accumulations of Pre 1920s Postcards

(used or unused)
¢ Old Fountain Pens
¢ Small Chinese & Japanese Antiques
¢ Maori & Pacific Artefacts

WAR MEDALS ETc

¢ The New Zealand Wars & Boer War Medals

¢ 1st World War Medals

¢ 2nd World War Medals, Stars etc

o Orders and Decorations

* Korea & Vietnam Medals

¢ Antarctic or other Polar Medals

¢ Fire Brigade Medals

* Lodge Medals

* Shooting Medals

* Military Badges and all other
Military Medals

* Gold returning Fob Medals or “Tokens of Honour”
from residents of small town New Zealand

HISTORICAL MEDALS

¢ A&P Show- Gold, Silver & Bronze Medals

¢ NZ 1935 "Waitangi Crown”
¢ USA Coins up to 1964
¢ 0ld Collections & Accumulations of World Coins
¢ Modern Collector’s Coins & Sets
¢ NZ Reserve Bank Sets

*No Pennies or Halfpennies Please*

BANKNOTES

* NZ & Australian "Trading Bank” Notes pre 1932
(e.g. Bank of New South Wales, Bank of NZ etc)

¢ Reserve Bank of NZ Pre-Decimal Notes

* Any £20, £50 or £100 Notes

¢ Hong Kong & Malayan Banknotes

o Australian Pre Decimal Notes

o Australian “Star” Notes

» Early Fijian and Samoan Banknotes

& NZ Traders Promissary Notes (1840s)

* NZ Government Debentures

+ NZ Banknotes overprinted for
use in Fiji, Cook Islands etc

o Postal Notes

o All other World Banknotes

® Moon Phase Watches
« Chiming or Alarm Watches (Pocket or Wrist)
 Military Watches
 Divers Watches
e All other pre 1950s wind up watches
(parts value only)
*No Quartz or Battery Operated Watches Please*

e Commemorative Medals & Medalets
 Prize Medals (Gold & Silver)

¢ Sports Medals (Gold & Silver)

o Life Saving Medals

¢ Shipwreck Medals

¢ Coronation Medals

* ete, ete, etc

No item too small for o
our consideration X

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LTD
OUR BUYERS ARE IN YOUR AREA THIS WEEK

TEAROHA  Thurs 10 Sept St John Ambulance Training Rooms, 33 Burgess Street 9amto 11 am

PAEROA Thurs 10 Sept War Memorial Small Hall, 144 Normanby Road 12 noon to 2 pm

THAMES Fri 11 Sept Thames Citizens Band Hall, 301a Queen Street 9.30 am to 12 noon

COROMANDEL

TOWN Fri 11 Sept

Coromandel Citizens Hall, 455 Kapanga Road 2 pmto 4 pm

WHITIANGA  Sat 12 Sept Whitianga Town Hall Supper Room, 24 Monk Street 9 am to 10.30 am

TAIRUA Sat 12 Sept St Francis House, 244 Main Road 12 noon to 1.30 pm

APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

Please note: If you sell
anything to us, suitable ID is
required. Please also bring
your bank account details
for the deposit of funds for
larger purchases.

WHANGAMATA  Sat 12 Sept

Whangamata Baptist Church Lounge, 301 Port Road

2.30 pm to 4 pm

John Bertrand The Trusted Name In Numismatics Since 1965!

John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited

T: 04 232 9832 ¢ E: info@bertrand.co.nz
Level 1 Harcourt’s Building, 215 Main Road,
Tawa, Wellington 5028

PO Box 323, Wellington 6140

Members of the Australasian Numismatic
Dealers Association and the New Zealand
Numismatic Dealers Association

£ — COLLECTABLES LTD
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Hair hair!

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

en the Hauraki Plains

College community set

out to raise life-saving funds

through Shave for a Cure for ki-

wis who live with blood cancer,

they didn’t expect to almost tri-
ple their target amount.

It all started on June 19 with a
goal of $3000 and currently sits
at a whopping $8094 raised so
far by the Hauraki students for
the cause.

“I never thought it possible to
raise over $8000 with a small
group of students,” Hauraki year
13 student and organiser Emily
said.

“For organising it’s always
better to have a good team be-
hind you, and we did. I was so
overwhelmed with the money
raised and found it so cool to see
so many happy faces.”

Emily, who had her pony-
tail chopped off, was joined by
a group of students including
Jack Barry, 13, who had his head
shaved for the cause on August
28.

“We had 10 people shaving
their hair off, four cutting their
hair, but it snowballed a bit at
the end and there were a few
more students,” she said.

Emily’s ponytail was cut off
by Rebecca Higgins, while Jack
said Mrs Fitzpatrick shaved his
hair.

Jack’s motivation to be part
of the fundraiser and shave his
head was something that hit
close to home.

“I had a family friend that had
breast cancer so wanted to sup-

port the Shave for a Cure,” he
said. “The impact is that I am
happy in myself and that I have
helped some people out. I look
forward to doing it again when
my hair has grown back, my hair
is slow growing.”

What surprised Jack the most
about people’s willingness to
donate was their generosity and
“seeing family friends compete
against each other to donate the
largest amount,” he said.

Jack Barry’s hair is shaved for the cause, left, alongside others at the college taking part in the Shave

His individual goal was to raise
$300, but he changed it to $750
and ended up raising $1260.

Meanwhile, Emily said she just
“didn’t expect the generosity”.

Her first individual goal for
fundraising was $200, but was
“really surprised and so grateful”
to reach $1375.

It was her family who encour-
aged Emily to think about and
help others, she said, while Jack
said it was his family, friends and

Mrs Fitzpatrick.

The cause was a significant
one for both Emily and Jack as
it was “so important” to raise
awareness - and even just a small
number of students could “make
a huge difference”, they said.

“People now ask where has my
hair gone and it starts the con-
versation on Shave for a Cure.”

The impact it had on her was a
positive one that made her “feel
like I am more confident in my-

or a Cure fundraiser.

Photos: SUPPLIED

self”.

“It was a big change for me,
but having the cause behind me
backing me up encourages me
to talk about it and spread the
word.

“I am hoping as a council pre-
fect that the Shave for a Cure
happens annually and we pass
the baton for next year.”

DETAILS: To donate to the cause,
visit shaveforacure.co.nz/fundrais-
ers/haurakiplainscollege.

SUPERPRICE FURNITURE
OPENS IN WAIHI

From humble beginnings in a garage to opening a third
store, the Superprice Furniture story continues with the
arrival of its newest location at 94 Seddon Street, Waihi.

The family-owned furniture business will officially open
its doors on Friday, September 11, 2026, with exciting
grand-opening specials available across a wide selection
of products.

Why did you choose Waihi for your newest store?

Since establishing Superprice Furniture in 2019, Ka-
mal Singh and his family have built successful stores in
Thames and Whitianga by forming genuine connections
with their local communities.

“Our experience has shown us that people in smaller
towns appreciate quality products, personal service and
dealing with a local family business,” Kamal says.

“Many people around the region already know Super-
price Furniture through our Thames and Whitianga
stores. Opening in Waihi felt like the natural next step,
allowing us to serve another wonderful community while
continuing to grow our market.”

Q@ THAMES
513 Pollen Street, Thames

. 07 211 6954

QUALITY BRANDS

Who will be the face of the Waihi store?

The new shop will be managed by Kamal’s brother-in-law,
Sanket Gurung, who has played an important role in the
family business through his experience in retail, informa-
tion technology, logistics and website management.

Sanket will be the friendly face customers see in the
Waihi store, supported by the wider Superprice Furniture
family.

“Although Sanket will manage the shop, we are a close
family business, so everyone will remain involved,” Kamal
says. “Each person brings different strengths, but we all
share the same goal—to look after our customers prop-
erly.”

| @ WAHI
{94 Seddon Street, Waihi

. 07 211 9307

GREAT PRICES

@ WHITIANGA g
33 Albert Street, Whitianga < ANYTIME!

. 07 280 0367

FRIENDLY SERVICE

What can customers expect to find? Advertorial
The Waihi showroom will offer an extensive selection of
sofas, lounge suites, recliner chairs, New Zealand-made
beds and headboards, bedroom furniture and home-
wares.

Superprice Furniture’s point of difference has always
been straightforward: offering good-quality furniture at
affordable prices, supported by helpful, personal service.

The team can also assist with furniture assembly and
packaging removal, making the entire experience easi-
er—from choosing the right piece to having it ready to
enjoy at home.

What does this expansion mean to the family?

For Kamal and his family, opening a third location rep-
resents another proud milestone in a journey that began
with only three lounge suites in a garage.

“We are incredibly grateful for the support we have
received in Thames and Whitianga,” Kamal says. “We are
now excited to meet the people of Waihi, understand
what they are looking for and become part of the local
community.”

Visit the new Superprice Furniture showroom at 94 Sed-
don Street, Waihi, and meet Sanket and the team.

Opening hours: Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm; Saturday,
9am-1pm.

Grand opening on Friday, September 11 — come in and
discover the opening specials available across the store.

AT5 SHOP OMLINE

e saperpricelamiture.conz

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
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Spring
Saving

Up to 55% off Selected
Sleepyhead Beds.

Serenity Drift Bed i:egw Chiropractic Perform Bed B<{ey4l Serenity Eden Bed

Price. off.

=

NZ-made pocket springs absorb Featuring Torquezone, a coil spring Infused with Kulkote foam to regulate
movement for an undisturbed sleep. system for targeted postural support. body temperature through the night.

QUEEN ONLY %] 499 QUEEN NOW FROM $2’299 QUEEN NOW FROM $2,899

I
SANCTUARY RUN OUT DEALS ON NOW! 24 months

Sanctuary Midnight Bed B34l Sanctuary Royal Bed 55% interest free

off. off.
On purchases $999 & over.*
||::|

Sleepyhead’s Sanctuary range, the With the addition of Sensorzone®
most beautiful sleep ever made. 3DX to minimise partner disturbance.

QUEEN NOW FROM $5,299 QUEEN NOW $8,999

BEDS R US BEDS R US BEDS R US
THAMES WHANGAMATA WHITIANGA B e d S R us
205 Sealey Street, 419 Port Road, 4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Thames Whangamata Whitianga Where dreams begin.
PH 07 868 6128 PH 07 865 9027 PH 07 866 5726

Spring Sale ends 06.10.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with ani/uther offer. See in- store for details, 30-Day Comfort Guarantee
available for in-store purchases only. We reserve the ri%htto correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available
in selected stores onlﬁ. *24 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) in-store purchases $999 & over until 06.10.26. Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees,
Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying anly the minimum monthly payments
will notfully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest Rate of 28.95% p.a. applies to outstanding balance at the end of LTF Interest Free Period. Other interest rates and fees may apply. Rates and fees subject to change. New customers need to apply and be approved fora Q
Mastercard credit card. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice.
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Turua Hall set to celebrate 100 years

By ALICE PARMINTER

Turua resident is in search of mem-

rabilia and stories as plans take

shape to celebrate 100 years of the rural
village’s community hall.

The Turua Hall Centenary on Septem-
ber 26 is set to be a social affair, with a
full afternoon of activities.

The afternoon will kick off with a
parade of vintage cars and period cos-
tumes, stopping at significant sites
within the village including the native
kahikatea stand behind Turua Domain,
the boat ramp, and Turua School.

Next up is a presentation on the his-
tory of the hall, followed by the AGM.

Organiser Marina Wigmore told The
Profile she was looking for historical
photos and documents to go along with
maps of the original sections that were
auctioned off in Turua, as well as stories
and information that people in the area
might have about their families.

“There’s a lot of old names around
here... this is actually quite an old settle-
ment,” she said.

“The original hall was over at Aegis
Oil and was from the 1880s - the [cur-
rent] hall was opened here on the first
of October, 1926.”

The centenary will also be a chance
to celebrate the hall’s newly-installed
Portacom building extension with an of-
ficial opening ceremony.

“My husband passed away three years
ago, but he was the instigator for trying
to get the portacom here,” Marina said.

“[The] new community facility will
house the library, emergency response,
and a meeting room... It will be great to
get people to come and have a look.”

Marina Wigmore is calling on the people of Turua to help celebrate 100 years of the commlinity hall.

The portacom was acquired from Bar-
nardos and installed behind the hall in
January, 2025.

Turua Library is already operating
from it, after being moved from its old
home in the leaky annex at the front of
the main hall.

The annex will eventually be reno-

L

vated as part of the committee’s $1.3
million long-term plans to restore and
modernise Turua Hall.

Meanwhile, the centenary event will
wind up with a buffet meal and social,
which will be the time for dancing, mu-
sic, and memories.

“It’s a chance for old residents and

TR LM A, P L ) AT ey ATk T A

E BROKENSHIRE & ROS5

Roofing * Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500
E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

Trade on

IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE
IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables
- Extrusions - Fasteners

- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases
- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools
- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing

online@readbros.co.nz

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz * 07 868 6608

Snowden’s

_ MENSWEAR -

Spring is finally here,
the perfect jacket to take you

into the warmer months.

The Cyril jacket

by Ubserstone.

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056
www.showdensmenswear.co.nz

0

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

people who have been here for a while
just to catch up and reminisce.”
DETAILS: Turua Hall centenary celebration,
on September 26 from 3pm onwards. Buf-
fet dinner will commence at 6pm: limited
tickets are available at S60 per person.
Contact Marina at wigcorp@xtra.co.nz for
more information.

@

GENERATIONS

OF TRUST*"‘

L Lt

-~ . - [ |
CHARGED FOR LIFE

EXTRA BATTERY WITH SELECTED
SYSTEM KITS VALUED AT $55

g

FREE

lAT'rEnv T

S
extey
g & N -

HSA 30
BATTERY
HEDGETRIMMER KIT

KOA 20
BATTERY AIR

B
FREE FREE
EXTRA EXTRA
BATTERY* BATTERY"
o

HSA 40
BATTERY
HEDGETRIMMER KIT

ASA 20

SHEARS KIT

317 Pollen St,Thames
Stihilshop.co.nz 07 868 8730

Kit purchase. Valid on sel

FREE i-‘-r'g-
—ﬂ

COMPRESSOR KIT

e
™

BATTERY PRUNING

lected products from O September - 30 November 2026 or while

‘B
FREE {21

TRA
BATTERY*

i
SGA 30
BATTERY

SPRAYER KIT

FREE ~

EXTRA
BATTERY"

GTA 30
BATTERY GARDEN
PRUNER KIT

ocks last. Terms and condit
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Farmers to fund OSPRI’s new NAIT software

By MONIQUE STEELE of RNZ

Farmers are facing higher levies for a
mandatory livestock tracing programme
from September 1, despite most opposing
cost increases.

OSPRI - funded by industry and govern-
ment - runs the National Animal Identifica-
tion and Tracing (NAIT) programme, track-
ing livestock movements for biosecurity and
animal disease management.

Its board decided to raise prices for NAIT
ear tags by 39 percent to $1.35 for deer and
cattle, and slaughter fees up 28 percent to
$1.91 per cattle beast.

During consultation in June and July,
levy increase proposals were supported by
industry groups like DairyNZ and Beef and

Yamaha
Wolverine X2

1000 R Spec

§28 ESG s
Demo

526,599 "

Lamb New Zealand.

But 63 percent of 69 submitters - includ-
ing farmers and meat processors - opposed
them, due to concerns about affordability,
governance and confidence in delivery.

Deputy chief executive Simon Andrew
%zllﬁi it made the decision around levies care-

y.

“There were mixed views on the levy in-
creases itself, and that’s understandable in
tel_*éns of an added cost of their business,” he
said.

“So we had to balance those concerns
around the affordability themselves with
our responsibility to modernise the NAIT
system and maintain a fit for purpose and
reliable traceability system.”

Levies would help fund a new replace-

1;;—_

Yamaha
Viking
Spec Edition

523,599 "~

Central Motors

Hauraki Ltd
60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea » 867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349 » John - 027 279 6799

roR EARTHWORKS

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

T& A MCWATTERS LTD
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

ment software for the NAIT service.

Earlier reports cited concerns about the
current platform’s unsatisfactory farmer
user experience, frustrating technological
barriers to compliance and limited data ac-
cess.

Andrew said it was working with an expe-
rienced New Zealand third party provider
- which he did not name - to build and de-
velop the new software.

“First and foremost, it’s going to be mod-
ernised to the point that it’s enhanced for
modern-day applications, whether that’s on
your phone, a tablet or your desktop com-
puter.

“The current system is not effective in
terms of that particular situation. It’s very
clunky to use on your phone, for example.”

Andrew said it would have guided work-
flows for required actions for its users, and
link up with other third-party integrators,
like the Livestock Improvement Corpora-
tion’s MINDA herd management system,
among others.

West Otago sheep farmer Mike McElrea
of Tapanui agreed the NAIT software was
hard to use for particular functions like
downloading information, that he hoped
would improve.

Farming an area once considered a bovine
tuberculosis (TB) buffer zone in the 1990s,
he said disease testing was most important.

However he said testing was not as fre-
quent as it should be, which representatives
told him were due to funding issues.

OSPRI faced a $1.38 million funding

shortfall due to historic undercollections of
beef and dairy levies, that new levy revenue
would address.

Andrew said levies were based on forecast
slaughter numbers, which did not always
line up.

“The levy increases are also on the basis of
undercollection and recovering undercollec-
tion in terms of the levy previously,” he said.

“It’s important that we go through a rec-
onciliation process and set the levies based
on that moving forward as well.”

The consultation document said it would
contribute levies to the undercollections to
“restore the intended funding contribution
split between industry and government.”

OSPRI also worked to tackle bovine tu-
berculosis in livestock herds by controlling
possums, a common vector of the disease, in
addition to Mycoplasma Bovis testing and
surveillance.

Recently, OSPRI announced changes to
its TB-Free programme, including carrying
out less blanket testing across all farms in
surveillance areas and doing more testing in
higher risk areas it said would reinvest sav-
ings back into possum controls.

There were 17 herds infected with TB
nation-wide, including five in Hawke’s Bay,
four in Waikato, three in Otago, and one
herd each in Bay of Plenty, Canterbury,
Manawatii-Whanganui, Marlborough and
the West Coast.

TB-wildlife risk remained across 4.8 mil-
lion hectares.

This story was first published on rnz.co.nz

New lifejacket legislation welcomed

aikato Regional Council welcomes

the passing of the third reading of the
Maritime Transport (Lifejackets on Recrea-
tional Craft) Amendment Bill in Parliament,
which will introduce a national requirement
for lifejackets to be worn on recreational
vessels six metres or less while underway.

Regional Harbourmaster Chris Breden-
beck says the legislation will bring national
consistency to a safety rule that has been
part of the Waikato Navigation Safety Bylaw
for more than a decade.

“Having differing rules around the coun-
try creates confusion for boaties and en-
forcement challenges for our maritime offic-
ers,” he said.

“About 30 per cent of the boaties using
Waikato waters come from neighbouring
regions, and we regularly hear people say
they didn’t know about the requirement
because the rules are different where they
came from.

“A national standard will make things
clearer for boaties, improve compliance,
and ultimately make our waterways safer.”

Waikato Regional Council was the first
regional council in New Zealand to intro-
duce a compulsory lifejacket-wearing rule
for vessels six metres or less, adopting the

requirement in its Navigation Safety Bylaw
in 2013 and moving to enforcement several
years later following an extensive education
campaign.

“We've been leading the charge on this is-
sue for years because the evidence is clear.
The majority of boating drownings occur on
smaller vessels, and requiring lifejackets to
be worn is one of the simplest and most ef-
fective ways to save lives.”

The council has issued between 100 and
200 infringement notices annually in recent
years, with a large proportion relating to
lifejacket offences.

Mr Bredenbeck emphasised that the new
law does not change the requirements for
larger vessels.

The council will update its Navigation
Safety Bylaw once the legislation comes into
force to align with the new national require-
ments.

“We're pleased to see the rest of the coun-
try moving to a consistent approach that will
help save lives.”

The Bill must now receive the Royal as-
se%1 bei'fore i_tl{aecoines laﬁv ) q

e law will apply to all people using pad-
dleboards, jet S{ZIS, dinghies, trailer sailors
and small motorboats.

FOrR CARTING OF

» Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

w»

Decorative Stones & Drainage

Sand Shell

= .'I""'

Palm Kernel
Fertiliser

» All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384




www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Pyometra in dogs: what
every owner should know

By Dr Leah Wakeford

yometra is a serious, potentially life-

threatening infection of the uterus
that affects entire (undesexed) female
dogs.

It’s one of the most common emergen-
cies we see in New Zealand veterinary
practices and understanding it could
help you protect your dog’s health.

After a season (heat), hormonal
changes cause the lining of the uterus
to thicken in preparation for a possible
pregnancy.

Over repeated cycles, this lining can
become abnormally thickened, creating
an ideal environment for bacteria to take
hold.

The uterus fills with pus, and the infec-
tion can quickly become severe.

Toxins enter the bloodstream which
causes the dog to feel very unwell with
the potential to lead to kidney damage
and even rupture of the uterus if un-
treated.

Every season a female dog goes
through increases her risk, with pyome-
tra most commonly seen in older, entire
dogs, typically from around six to eight
years onward.

Some dogs develop it after their very
first season, but risk rises with age and
number of cycles.

Symptoms often appear four to eight
weeks after a season and can include
lethargy, increased thirst, reduced appe-
tite, and vaginal discharge, though this

Dr Leah Wakeford examines a pup.  SUPPLIED

may not always be visible.
The most effective prevention is desex-
ing (speying), which eliminates the risk.
This is one of the reasons we recom-
mend discussing desexing timing with
your vet as there are many risks and
benefits depending on your dog’s age
and breed. If your dog is unwell and en-
tire, please contact us promptly — early
treatment saves lives.
- Supplied by Franklin Vets
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Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP

KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAIHI BEACH 07 863 7387

WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz
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Exceptional. Every day.
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46 Kenny Street

Solid Home, Big Section

If you're looking for a solid home with plenty of space
and an incredibly convenient location. Set on a
generous, flat 908sgm (approx.) section, this two-
bedroom, one-bathroom home offers comfortable
gvinﬁ with plenty of potential to add value.

2t eves.conz/ewa22123

Waihi

3 Thomas Place

A Smart Start in Waihi

Tucked away in a quiet cul-de-sac, this charming two-
bedroom home offers an exciting opportunity for first-
home buyers, downsizers or investors looking for a low
maintenance property with room to add value over

%me.
& i eves.conz/ewa22106

Asking Price $639,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

2= 1 Gy 1125 1 @)

Asking Price $495,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

25 Gilmour Street

A Peaceful Place to Call Home

Privacy, comfort and nature come together in this
inviting three-bedroom, two-bathroom retreat. Tucked
away on an impressive 1,669 sqm (more or less)
section, it offers a peaceful setting, plenty of space and
% tnéle sense of escape.

é‘ S eves.conz/ewa22079

Waihi
35 Haszard Street

Easy Living, Right in Town

If you're looking for a comfortable, low-maintenance
home in a convenient location, this tidy two-bedroom
unit is well worth a look. Located right in town,
everyday amenities, shops and cafés are all close by,
gla}%ng day-to-day living easy.

= 43 eves.conz/ewa22129

-
|

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Tues 15 Sept (uness sold prior)
View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

2= 1 Gy 12 1 @

Enquiries Over $495,000
View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

Waihi
24 Gilmour Street

Opportunity Just Got Better

This one you need to see. The vendors are motivated
and ready for action. Set on a generous 1,011 sqm
(more or less) section, this charming villa has been
renovated and offers space, opportunity and plenty of
%oteE]ntial for its next owner.

Tah eves.conz/ewa21857

skm ) G 125 1 (@)

Asking Price $709,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
3 Wrigley Street

Character & Class

Beautifully blending timeless character with thoughtful
modern updates, this charming villa offers all the
warmth of a golden era with the comforts of
contemporary living. A must see property.

ElRE
%ﬁ%ﬂ eves.conz/ewa21932

shkm | G 125

Asking Price $745,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.nz

Waihi
542 Waitekauri Road, Waikino

Country Calm, Modern Charm

Tucked away on 1.12ha (more or less), this private
lifestyle retreat offers beautiful views, your own stream
and native bush to explore. The modern 2021 built shed-
style home features a covered deck, solar power, wood
burner, heat pump and internal-access garaging.

2 ] eves.conz/ewaz21744

1l 1 G 12X 2 [@)

Asking Price $1,050,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
11 Margaret Street

Brick Is Just Better

Set on a sunny 724 sqm (more or less) section, this solid
and well-maintained brick home is an easy choice.
Spacious open plan living dining and kitchen with
fireplace. Double garage with internal access. Fully
fenced back yard.

%, ieves.co.nz/ewa21819

sl o G 125 2 @)

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008



www.valleyprofile.co.nz

September 8, 2026, THE VALLEY PROFILE 11

Cause of

As part of a Valley Profile series, MEGHAN
HAWKES explores our local history by
seeking out stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

etective Doolan was despatched from

Thames in the direction of Puriri at an
early hour on a November morning in 1885
to organise a search for a missing man.

Thirty-nine-year old Irishman James
Cochrane had not been seen for a week. He
had been employed around the farming
settlements of Kirikiri and Warahoe for the
past two or three years and had been lodg-
ing at the Hauraki Hotel, Warahoe for the
past fortnight. Lately he had been working
on the farm of Emily Richards, publican of
Thames’ Governor Bowen Hotel.

He was last seen by Joseph Leathem on
the main road near Totara Point. After sev-
eral minutes’ friendly conversation James
said he was going into Thames. James was
aman of independent nature and no alarm
was felt at his disappearance until a few
days had passed. Several of his friends be-
came anxious and contacted the police.

About noon on the day Detective Doolan
began the search for James, Sergeant Mur-
phy, officer in charge of the Thames Police
Station, received a telephone message
from Mr Bagnall, of Turua. The body of a
man had been found in the river at Oparia,
better known as Duck Creek, between the
telegraph towers at the Waihou and Piako
river mouths and Bagnall’s mill. It had been
discovered by a party of Maori whose beliefs
prevented them from touching it.

Constable O’Brien started for Turua at
seven o’clock that evening returning early
the next morning with the body. William
Southgate, waterman, identified it as James

drowning unkown

Cochrane, who was well known at Thames,
having been manager of Messers Hewin’s
grocery business in Brown St for a consider-
able time. James had also been a volunteer
in the Thames Scottish Battalion and was
remembered as taking part in the Parihaka
expedition in 1881 which saw more than
1600 colonial troops and volunteers invade
a peaceful Maori settlement in Taranaki.

James acted as a special correspondent
to the Thames Advertiser, contributing a
number of articles.

At the inquest, Robert Comer, licensee of
the Hauraki Hotel, Warahoe said that dur-
ing the time James lodged with him he did
not drink more than was good for him.

On the Saturday before James disap-
peared Robert had taken a money order
for £12 10s into Thames for James, to be
cashed by Mrs Richards for work done on
her farm. Mrs Richards queried the amount
due, but promised to bring payment for
James out the following day. Robert re-
turned to his hotel and James inquired as to
whether there was any likelihood of his re-
turning to Mrs Richard’s employment, but
Robert informed him that nothing had been
said on the subject. When Robert told him
he had not received the money James’ face
fell, and he said he would have to summon
Mrs Richards to court.

Robert tried to dissuade him, but James,
in low spirits left the hotel shortly after tea
time. He took his swag but left his favour-
ite dog behind. The jury found that James
drowned, but there was no evidence to
show how he got into the water.

He appeared to have no relatives in the
colony, but had many friends who paid his
funeral expenses. James is buried at Short-
land cemetery.

A Thames Valley farm. Photo: SUPPLIED

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Parminter

1. Which former New Zealand pizza chain used
the freecall number 0800 101 101: a) Eagle
Boys, b) Heaven Pizza, or c) Pizza Haven?

2. The ‘Malice at the Palace’ was an
unsanctioned fight that broke out during a
2004 match of which sport: a) Basketball, b)
boxing, or c) football?

3. The line ‘Are you not entertained’ was
spoken by actor Russell Crowe in which movie:
a) Braveheart, b) Gladiator, or c) Troy?

4, Hass, Fuerte and Reed are all varieties

of which fruit: a) Avocado, b) banana, or c)
cherry?

5. Billie Jean, released in 1983, was a hit song
by which artist? a) George Michael, b) Michael

Jackson, or c) Prince?

6. Amphibious vehicles can travel on both land

and a) ice, b) through the air, or c) water?

7. T.S Eliot is best known for his work in which

field? a) Journalism, b) poetry, or c) politics?

8. Which Beatles band member narrated

the Thomas the Tank Engine TV series from

1984 until 1986: a) George Harrison, b) Paul

McCartney, or c) Ringo Starr?

9. True or false: New Zealand cicadas have a

unique sound not found anywhere else in the

world?

10. Which modern slang term beginning with

D, describes an affordable product that mimics

a high end, more expensive product? a) Dinket,

b) dorp, or c) dupe? 2dng (‘0T
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cott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

@ scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

LEET BANK. THEATRE 1

NI
e R
Ph:107/868F31428 Xwww!leftbanktheatre'coinziM659,Pollen St)Thames

Movies from Thursday 10 September to Wednesday 16 September

For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Practical Magic 2 (130 mins) M. Starring Sandra Bullock and Nicole Kidman, Practical Magic 2 returns to
a world steeped in moonlit mischief and powerful ancestral magic, as the Owens sisters must confront the dark
curse that threatens to unravel their family once and for all in a must-see event of fun, magic and mayhem.
Oasis: Don’t Look Back in Anger (119 mins) M. Charts Liam and Noel Gallagher’s triumphant reunion
tour, Oasis Live ‘25, one of the most anticipated rock ‘n’ roll comebacks of our time. The film is an unapologetically
uplifting account of the biggest musical event of 2025. Includes rehearsal, backstage, and onstage access.
Lomu (107 mins) E. A Tongan/Kiwi warrior who could run 100 metres in under 11 seconds. The youngest
All Black to put on the jersey and who still holds the record for the most tries scored in World Cup history.
THE ODYSSEY (172 mins) M. Thought you'd missed it? Christopher Nolan’s, The Odyssey, is a
mythic action epic shot across the world. Brings Homer’s foundational saga to film screens. Starring Matt
Damon, Tom Holland, Anne Hathaway and others. 94% on Rotten Tomatoes; 97% on the Popcornmeter!
&Sons ENCORE (120 mins) M. A writer (Bill Nighy) hasn’t written a word - or left the house - in 20
years. In that time he fathered a child outside of his marriage, lost his wife (Imelda Staunton) and became
estranged from his other sons. His sense of his mortality sets in, so he brings all of his children together.
Next week: De Gaulle: Liberté (157 mins) R13. Part Il to De Gaulle: Tilting Iron. Resistance fighters,
students and soldiers rise up in England, France and Africa to join the cause of evicting the Nazis from
France. Their faith, audacity and thirst for freedom defy what history seemed to have written in advance.
School holidays: For the kids: Forgotten Island; Shaun the sheep: The beast of Mossy Bottom; For
grown-ups: Heart of the Beast starring Brad Pitt. Filmed in the South Island, as a stand-in for Alaska.

Forsyth Barr — :
Expert investment-advice

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you

Brett Bell-Booth :
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725

achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valley weekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary

appointment. M: 021825504

&% FORSYTH BARR

Mobile Blood
Drives in Sept

forsythbarr.co.nz

Whangamata - Memorial Hall
September 8th
8:30am-1:30pm

Whitianga - Crossroads Church
September 9™
1:00pm-6:00pm

September 10th
7:16am-11:30am

Te Aroha - Silver Fern Farms Event Centre
September 11™
8:00am-12:30pm

Paeroa - Memorial Hall
September 17™
@:30am-1:00pm
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WAIHI OPERATION

Oth September 2026

Upcoming works at Tailings Storage FaC|I|ty 1A
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_-=-_ WATER TREATMENT PLANT
- OVERVIEW

As we come into the summer construction season,
we’re kicking off work on the crest of Tailings Storage

Facility 1A (TSF1A).

This work will involve placing and compacting material
along the top edge of the embankment to complete
a‘crest raise’; increasing the height of the facility by
approximately 1.6 metres. This will provide additional
tailings storage capacity to support ongoing mining
operations.

As with previous stages, the work is weather dependent
and is expected to continue through to about the end of
May 2027.

WE’RE TAKING STEPS
TO MINIMISE EFFECTS

You may notice earthmoving
machinery on the facility
during this time.

We are taking steps to minimise
noise, dust, and other effects,
inaccordance with our consent
conditions and relevant New
Zealand standards.

Throughout the project, we’ll
carry out monitoring and collect
representative samples to
ensure we continue to meet the
required standards and manage
any potential effects.

% Find out more about how
B we manage noise and air b
quality here: e HOURS OF OPERATION

] g X Most construction activities will be undertaken between
6.00 am and 6.00 pm on weekdays, and between 6.00 am
and midday on Saturdays.
Construction-related activities may also occur between
midday and 6.00 pm on Saturdays, and between 6.00 am
and 6.00 pm on Sundays, subject to compliance with the
stricter noise limits that apply during those periods.

www.waihigold.co.nz

’ = .'-.T:':.F_'l:'-'l-:. by
I

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us Please note: We are not currently
Community Engagement Line: 0800924 444 | Project Information Office: 86 Seddon St., Waihi blasting in the Martha Open Pit.
Email us via our website: www.waihigold.co.nz Any changes to this will be notified.
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Building better roads: change is possible

By MICHAEL WILKES
Iright...  con-
ession  time.
This might cost
me credibility.
Fd You may unfollow.
Cancel everything.
Never read this column again.

Ready?

I have a terrible habit I've never
quite shaken... I pick my nose.
There. I said it.

Not exactly headline news, I
know — but stick with me, because
it points to something fascinating
about how habits work.

Anything we repeat regularly

We have your floors covered

ere has never been a better time to
buy your floorcoverings.

These are the words from the sales
team at Owens Flooring in Waihi Beach.

Nearly every flooring brand has a spe-
cial of some type going on right now.

Be it in soft flooring carpets in wool and
solution dyed nylon or hard flooring in
sheet vinyls and planking, there are
Winter/Spring Specials to be had.

One promotion people can get ex-
cited about at Owens Flooring is the
Godfrey Hirst and Feltex Nationwide
Flooring Sale that ends on September
30. Just get in touch with our friendly
team to help you find something that’s

— scrolling our phones, stress-
eating, biting nails, procrastinat-
ing — follows a similar pattern in
the brain.

Every time we repeat a behav-
iour, the brain strengthens a path-
way for it. Repeat it often enough,
and that pathway gets wrapped in
a substance called myelin, which
helps the signal travel faster and
easier. In simple terms? What
starts as a footpath becomes a
highway.

Which explains why some hab-
its feel so stubborn.

My nose-picking habit? That’s
probably a 35-year-old motorway.
And here’s the tricky bit — try-

ing to fight a habit head-on often

backfires.

Trythis: don’t think about a pink
elephant. Too late. Or tell yourself,
“Don’t do that thing.” Now it’s all
you can think about.

Because most habits aren’t
broken by fighting them. They're
replaced. You build a new road.
Repeat it. Strengthen it. Drive it
often enough, and eventually the
brain starts choosing that road
automatically. That’s true whether
youre trying to exercise more,
scroll less, be kinder, drink less,
pray more — whatever it is.

Transformation is usually less
dramatic than we think. It’s often
just repetition in a better direc-
tion. And here’s something impor-

..F!"*.' F

brands of carpets, vinyls as well as en-
gineered timber and laminate flooring,
they also have in-store stock ranges

of carpets and vinyls readily available
at competitive prices suitable for all
households.

Owens Flooring is a very well re-
spected and recognised business based
in Waihi Beach specialising in both resi-
dential and commercial flooring sales
and installation.

Owner Bill Owens and his team mem-
bers have more than 30 years of experi-
ence in all aspects of floor coverings.

Call in and see their friendly sales
team now and book a “free measure

tant — the old road doesn’t disap-
pear. It’s still there.

Like an overgrown track
through the bush. You may not
use it anymore, but you could
find it if you went looking. Which
is why what we focus on matters
so much. Because what fills your
mind shapes the paths your brain
keeps travelling.

And those paths become who
we are becoming.

That’s good news, by the way.
Because it means change is pos-
sible. Not by force. Not by white-
knuckling your way through. But
by building better roads.

One repeated choice at a time.

So maybe the question isn’t

“How do I stop this bad habit?”

Maybe it’s: What new road do
I want to build? And what small
choice can I repeat today that
starts paving it?

Because transformation rarely
happens in one giant break-
through. It happens by quietly
building better highways. And
maybe... staying out of your nose.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support his local youth
work or follow stories and insights, find
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Owens Flooring‘

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation
Domestic & Commercial

Carpets ¢ Vinyls * Floor Sanding
Laminate & Timber Planking

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

just right for you.

Owens Flooring has a spacious
240m2 showroom, one of the largest in
the Western Bay of Plenty Area.

With a wide display of the leading

sales@owensflooring.co.nz, website:
www.owensflooring.co.nz.

Covering floors from the Hauraki Basin,
Coromandel Peninsula, Waihi, Waihi
Beach, Katikati and beyond.

and quotation”.

DETAILS: Showroom at Unit 5/57 Wil-
son Rd, Waihi Beach. Monday to Friday
8.30am - 4pm and Saturdays by ap-
pointment. Ph: 027 233 7277, email:

Join our monthly
£ Style Your Space -:lkﬂI‘ Jmnury Ltd

‘ page and receive
a feature article

~about your business
and a listing on the

Coromandel App

o Kitchen Refurbishment e Outdoor Kitchens

e Laundry Refurbishment e Custom made Furniture

o Bathroom o Retro-fit Double Glazing
Refurbishment

Profile

T

Contact Davidda - 022 174 3988
davidda@yvalleyprofile.co.nz

For Top-notch Craftsmanship and Expertise
in Kitchens and Cabinerty

Contact 021 818 150 Info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

=m
Pop into our Showroom 46 Johnston #
Street, Waihi

SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

or Nikki - 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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EASY MEDIUM HARD b SN EE) CAE B

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 65 Light brown (3) 29 Paper-folding art (7) - " -~ .
1 Strike with an open 66 Impossible to 30 Atoll lake (6)

hand (5) believe (10) 31 Impoverished (5) - -
4 Selfishly further one’s 68 Military display (6) 32 Motorist (6) an

own interests (7,4,4)
14 Selected (5)

69 Dreaded (6) 34 Aspersion (4)

15 Figure out (5) 9) 38 Bit (5)

16 Panting (10) 76 Meat pin (6) 40 Added advantage

17 Witty (5) 77 Food (9) 4)

19 Mongrel (3) 79 Early childhood (7) 45 Fool (5)

20 Throw into disorder 81 Line (3) 46 Bloodline (7) -t
(7) 84 Not straight or level 47 Cook (4)

21 On the wane (9) (5) 48 Spice (6)

22 Grass-cutting 85 Bullets, shells (10) 49 Resilient (5) ’H
implement (6) 86 Fire-lighting strip (5) 50 Tangled (7)

25 Exclude from a 87 Tossed (5) 52 Component (10) -
society or group (9) 88 By small sporadic 53 Hot region (7) wl

27 Beer maker (6) amounts (2,5,3,5) 54 Provoke (6)

28 Feel part of (6) 89 Ecstasy (5) 55 Counselled (7) . -
33 Given to sudden 56 Wasp’s weapon (5) o o
impulses (10) DOWN 57 Short skirt (4) )
35 Age (3) 2 Short-sightedness (6) 62 Cake topping (5)

36 Intimate friends (6) 3 Insure (5) 67 Predicted (7) .

37 Hobble (4) 5 Cereal heads (4) 68 Dry (7) b

39 Contend (3) 6 Takes a trip (7) 70 Edible leafstalk (7) *

41 Time off (7) 7 Breathe out (6) 72 So retro (anag)(7) \ .
42 Frozen Arctic plain 8 Sea (5) 73 Calculate (6)

(6) 9 Crux (7) 74 Threw rocks at (6)

43 Procession (9) 10 Bare (4) 75 Fish covering (6)

44 Male duck (5) 11 Char (6) 76 Cursed (5) k.

45 Obscene (8) 12 Compel (5) 78 Cuban dance (5)

50 Winning punch (1,1) 13 Silvery fish (7) 80 Horrify (5)

51 Spotless (8) 14 Apparel (7) 82 Large jug (4) '

55 Oak nut (5) 18 Rise in value (10) 83 Crypt (4)

58 Checked over (9) 23 Newspaper a1

59 Equip (6) exclusive (5) .

60 Snubbed (7) 24 Routine .
61 Acquired (3) maintenance (7) 'ar

63 Large plant (4)
64 Die (6)

26 Live through (7)
27 Swagger (7)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Actor, 4 Over my dead body, 11 Right, 14 Inlet, 15 Bronze medal, 16 Academia, 19 Altered,
20 Ready, 21 Phonetics, 24 Footloose, 26 Roamed, 27 Alpine, 31 Fades, 32 Numbered, 34 Lifeguards,
38 Various, 39 Marina, 40 Embark, 41 Fine, 42 Disgust, 45 Unbeatable, 50 Stagger, 54 Omit, 55 Rushes,
56 Twenty, 57 Bewitch, 60 Pigeonhole, 61 Moderate, 62 Storm, 65 Sefiora, 66 Street, 67 Corroding, 72
Frustrate, 73 Colon, 74 Sunbeam, 79 Prompted, 80 Solar system, 81 Lathe, 82 Debts, 83 Sticks out a
mile, 84 Chide.

71 Pretentiously stately 36 Permitted by law (5) . -
FX)

e
[N

anlals

-
-

-
o

-
LN

s

ta

)

DOWN: 2 Candle, 3 Obese, 5 Vary, 6 Runners, 7 Yields, 8 Even, 9 Dead heat, 10 Yachts, 11 Ridiculous, 12
Game, 13 Trapeze, 17 Jetty, 18 Unreliable, 22 Vogue, 23 Piercing, 25 Opening, 26 Radiant, 28 Salami, 29
Ursine, 30 Debris, 33 Brain, 35 Sneer, 36 Suds, 37 Kerb, 42 Droop, 43 Swinging, 44 Touchy, 45 Upholstery,
46 Base, 47 Attempt, 48 Agenda, 49 Later, 51 Tier, 52 Glisten, 53 Escort, 58 Sour grapes, 59 Stirs, 63
Textbook, 64 Add up, 65 Swamped, 68 Opossum, 69 Assess, 70 Cosset, 71 Bathed, 75 Beach, 76 Bomb,
77 Taco, 78 Veil.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Calling all bibliophiles

By ALICE PARMINTER

Iﬁbour Weekend is fast approaching,
nd the Zonta Club of Thames is put-
ting out their annual call for pre-loved
books.

The Bookarama is a popular event on
Thames’ annual calendar and this year will
take place on October 23 and 24 at the St
James Church Hall, with all funds raised
going to charitable causes benefiting and
empowering women.

“We want people’s clean, valued, loved
books, and the sooner the better,” organis-
ers Sue Bowden and Sue Christie told The
Profile.

“Last year we raised about $6000, which
is amazing considering that most of the
books were $2 each.”

This year, some of the funds raised will
go towards the Ovarian Cancer foundation
of New Zealand for research, and some
towards the organisation’s international
projects.

The book sale will also benefit local

women returning to education, with Zonta
Thames awarding two scholarships this
year - a $3000 grant for a 35-year-old
Paeroa woman in her last year of nurs-
ing, and $1000 for a Coromandel woman
in her mid-40s undertaking a social work
degree.

“Zonta is about working together to
build a better world for women and girls,”
the women said.

“We really value the community’s sup-
port for this... We're a very small group
of people, so we have so many people that
come in and help.

“And also the Never Surrender Boxing

Health and Fitness who come in every year
and move all our books... It’s quite a com-
munity-integrated process.”
DETAILS: Zonta Bookarama, Time, October
23-24 at St James Church Hall, Thames. Book
donations can be dropped off at ANZ bank
Thames and Isite Paeroa, or call Althea on
027 217 9222 (Thames) or Murray on 027 273
7963 (Ngatea) to arrange pick-up.

Open Day for embroiderers

If there’s one thing the Thames Valley
Embroiderers’ Guild is certain of, it’s
that stitching is good for their wellbeing,

The joy it brings their 50-plus strong
membership is something to be shared
with the community, that’s why they’re
hosting an Open Day in Waihi on Septem-
ber 19 for people to head along and join in
the fun.

People can expect to find a group of peo-
ple who gather to share in their passion for
creating with needle and thread, who offer
support and advice to one another while
enjoying the camaraderie.

There are so many techniques from
slow stitching and cross stitching, counted
thread embroidery, Canvaswork and sur-
face stitching - there truly is something for
everyone.

The list goes on with traditional tech-
niques such as drawn thread work, har-
danger, whitework and many more.

The day includes a raffle, a beginner’s
stitching class, Stitchmakers pop-up shop

and general Guild activity, namely stitch-
ing.

Not only is embroidery good for hand
eye co-ordination, and slowing the brain
to help people focus on the rhythm motion
of stitching, it also provides a screen-free
alternative way to increase dopamine.

The repetitive actions of hand sewing
have been found to lower stress hormones,
calming and soothing the brain.

Embroidery keeps people focused on
the present movement, whilst any finished
projects generate feelings of accomplish-
ment.

The Guild wants to invite people from
the community who share this passion for
stitching or would like to learn and find
their “place of joy” among other creatives.

DETAILS: Thames Valley Embroiderers’ Guild |,

Open Day on September 19 at the James Cen-

tre, Moresby Ave, Waihi from 10am. Free en-
try.

- Supplied by the Thames Valley

Embroiderers’ Guild

SUPPLIED

Spring into action this September

By KELLEY TANTAU

pring has sprung, and the Hauraki-Coro-
mandel is coming alive with plenty of rea-
sons to get out and about this month.

Tairua Library will celebrate Te Wiki o Te Reo
Maori with a Maori Wearable Arts Fashion
Show on Wednesday, September 16, from
S5pm.

Open to all ages, the event invites budding
designers to create wearable art inspired by
one of six categories: connection, musical,
cultural, recycled, environment, or gods/dei-
ties. Entries close on Thursday, September 10,
and entrants will need to find a model to wear
their creation on the runway. They can enter
as a school, with friends, or alongside a part-
ner. Prizes are up for grabs, with the fashion
show taking place at Tairua Library as part of
Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori, which runs from Sep-
tember 14-20.

One person’s junk is another person’s treas-
ure at the Rotary Paeroa Swapmeet, happen-
ing at the Major Oaks Building, 1 Railway St, in
Paeroa on Saturday, September 12. From 8am,
treasure hunters can browse stalls packed
with car parts, collectables, bric-a-brac, and

all sorts of unexpected finds, with public entry
S$5. The Whitianga Oceans Festival - a standout
event on the Coromandel calendar - will take
place on Saturday, September 19, with the
waterfront set to come alive with live music,
food, and coastal vibes.

Headline act Brad Cox will be joined by The
Western Guide, AutoMatic 80s, Vegas Brown,
and more, while food stalls will dish up every-
thing from local seafood to smoky barbecue
favourites.

Nature lovers can get involved too, with
Clean Up Week running from September
18-25. The Department of Conservation is
encouraging people to grab a bag, rally some
friends, and help clear rubbish before it reach-
es local wildlife and habitats.

Bird of the Year voting is also back from
September 4-20, giving everyone a chance
to throw their support behind their favour-
ite manu. Then, it’s time to lace up for the
Whangamata Half Marathon - 10km and
5km - on Saturday, September 26. Whether
running or walking, the event is a chance to
enjoy the town and coastline with family and
friends, and it lands just in time for the first
weekend of the spring school holidays.

chmond
Nillas

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

AVAILABLE NOW!

All villas and apartments are within walking distance
to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our open plan, single level apartments
feature covered balconies with fantastic
views of the sea, Kauaeranga River and
mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen,
lounge, bedroom and bathroom offer
stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each
level’s shared lounges, use of the village
Community Lodge and participation in all
activities and amenities at your leisure.

IRYN

B svimriil Tillipes & b LaTnivin

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A Lifestyle Village In Thames
on the Coromandel
2 & 3 BEDROOM VILLAS AND
NORTH FACING APARTMENTS

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!

Come and

experience

the difference!

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!
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CALL THE EXPERTS

AUTO AIR CONDITIONING

AIR CONDITIONING
@ ) comfortaroup

Q Made 2 Cool ‘_] [

Air Conditioning / Heat Pumps

Installations & Servicing
[lurrmlk furru'r\-m:lll & Mow B»:.ﬂd:

'AG SERVICES
JABBERVIEEE. S0.NE
OEY1 570 ODBEB

LR« CARTAGE
ONALR LATIMG

Bl + BRETAINING WALLE

admin@jrb-ag-services.co.nz

TYRES ==
AUTEI AIR CONDITIONING

OIABMOSTICS - REPAIRS - REGASSING
A/C HOSE FABRICATION
DON'T LOSE YOUR COOL THIS SUMMER
Cars + 4WDs + Tnacks - Machinery
07 868 6868
100 Gray 5t, Thames

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal + Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
« Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

THORT BACK N SIDES

ARBORIST

Qualified and insured arborists.

20+ years experience

W
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

% TREE

"SHAPES
Qualificd Anboniats

= Treework Large & Small

== Stump Grinding =+~ Hedge Trimming

# Fruit Tree Pruning #~ Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
[____CLEANING |

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

o Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges o One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz
ELECTRICIAN
For &1l Your Elecirical Heeds

“ Totally Dependalle”

«  Wew Builds o Hist Pusmips
= ABerstlons » Servee and Mainbenance
s Duobes + Commercial

& Lighting Plsns

P07 BT 7746 Emails waihilisseceleciricy
GLASS & GLAZING

& Fire Bysiamd

[l Fs

Baker Glass & Glazing Lid
Craflsmassdip wifk rave
* Glass Repairs  Retro-fit Double Glazing
» Shower Glass - Insurance Quotes

Proudly supported

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

Member AMN -r
Masterglaziers network ﬁ‘ .ﬂ- METHD
by Metro Glass o
Contact 021 514 497 | glass@bakerjoinery.co.nz

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

wenzlick

H#UTOMOTIVE
¢ Repair e Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service
Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit
www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

DRAINAGE

DAVERPIOD]DED RVANINIAGEE

Registered Drainlayers

» Domestic / Commercial Drainage
* New Builds / Subdivisions
Additions / Alterations
* Truck / Digger Hire ¢ Septic Tanks
Free quotes * Friendly & Prompt service

Phone 0274 997 354

E:info@dodd-drainage.co.nz

Deep down you're gonna love us!

FLOORING

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation
Domestic & Commercial

e Carpets * Vinyls
* Laminate & Timber Flooring

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
 Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty.

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

e Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

-
HUNTS

E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

aihi-based Short Back’n’Sides of-

fers “anything to do with trees and
wood” for Thames Valley and Coromandel
clients up to Whangamata.

Brett Soutar, who directs the business
with Carolyn Treblico, said the arboricul-
ture contracting business had been of-
fering experienced qualified solutions so
clients could make informed decisions
regarding their tree assets.

“Our team of skilled and qualified arbo-
rists can tackle the largest removals safe-
ly and efficiently, process all the debris
left behind and can remove any logwood
or ring it up for firewood if you prefer to
keep the wood for your own use.

A chipper arborlculture service

“Pruning is where art meets science...
a badly pruned tree will always devalue
your property whereas a very well pruned
tree will increase your property’s value.

“We're trying to be the crystal ball for
the client as far as how the trees will grow
in the future... and we must be doing
something right after 25 years because
we keep getting the call backs.”

Brett said the business also offered
milling and stump grinding services, log
splitter and chipper hire, tree removals,
and firewood, muich, slab and smoking
wood sales.

CONTACT: Phone Brett on 0274 390 367
or Graham on 022 431 0826.

BUILDER

—~ CAIRD

/ CONSTRUCTION LD

* New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

* Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or smalll

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
== NIGHTMEARES
» General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...
Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

BUILDER

@ L

Maothing too big or small.

BUILDING &
COMSTRUCTION,

Honest & Profiessional Workmanship

Call us today

.. Digger, Bulldozer

: & Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

FLOORING

Carpet
Garage Carpet
Laminate

Vinyl Plank
Timber

Roller Blinds
Vertical Blinds

33 Belmont Road,
Paeroa
07 214 7208

paeroa@flooringdesign.co.nz

Venetian Blinds

Your local housemover and foundatlon SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond
* LBP qualified » Houses bought & sold « House moving
» On-site moves « Jacking & rolling * Structural moving
* Re-piling * Re-levelling * Pile driving * Push piles

& Ot
¥ Yy
Locally owned & operated

FUNERAL
SERVICES

Direct Cremation $3275 gst incl
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames & Waihi

Direct Cremation *3600 gst inc!
for Coromandel, Tairua,
Whangamata & Whitianga.

Traditional, Bespoke &
Eco Funerals from *5800

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

Funeral lreiors
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Baker Joinery Ltd

.!'Ildll'.ll'-.nll ikig wifd rare”

Kitchens - Wardrobe Solutions
Laundry - Bathrooms
For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in kitchen & cabinetry
Contact 07 863 8962 / info@bakerjoinery.co.nz
or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnson Street Waihi

SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

That, Painter

Pumilen | 3 Uyt

W e Picause vy

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured » Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

PLUMBER

@)

Plumbing

aser

Need a Plumber?

* Residential
* Gasfitting » Maintenance
* Drainlaying * New Housing

* Plumbing

Thames Waihi Beach
(07) 868 6021 (07) 863 5621

OLD M

* Rubbish & green
waste removal

* Lawns, hedges and
property tidy ups

* Deceased estate
clearing

* Gutters, windows
and water blasting L

¢ Furniture moving AL LTy
and more '

of > R

= -

- 1‘__,.-"‘1 WANTED #
B

i S

VEHICLE

TREE FELLING

SCRAP VEHICLES

-

e Qualified experienced
tree faller

® Forestry or domestic.

e Forestry thinning .

e Portable sawmilling

and slapping.

¢ Firewood sales or
cutting.

¢ Wilding pine,
dangerous tree’s.

Phone Phil 021 944 419
Email trees2timbernz@gmail.com

B  WINDSCREENS |
Smitha Smith

BINCE TATS

.
WINDSCREENS
CHIPS REPAIRED while you wait

100 Grey St (Opposite wharf)
07 868 6868

TREES 2 TIMBER

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

g5, PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

* E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz
We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

PLUMBER

CERTIFIED

PLUMBER

SPECIALISING IN

v Hot Water Cylinders

v Residential &
Commercial

v Repairs &
Maintenance

v Renovations

v Roofing & Spouting

v After Hours Service

Brad Wilkie

PENINSULA
PLUMBING

HOUSE LIFTING
Zx NZ L;;;D

-

2LIFTU

Onsite relocation, h lifting, h rt for

PP

basement development, repiling and relevelling

AEYS VR

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

l'l

ASTE
ISTS

LIQUI

SPEC

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

—

TYRE amd BATTERY

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

‘Windscreen Replacements
-Stone Chip Repairs

@ 027 717 8001

110 Main Rosd, Katikati

{ Bapbsired ‘thay Caltax Sarvice Station)

Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

FOOTBALL

hames Women close in on the title follow-

ing a 2-1 win against Melville United Epics.

Weather and postponements have played
havoc with the schedule, meaning Thames
Women played their first game in over a month
on Sunday, knowing a win would put them on
the brink of back-to-back titles. The game was
tight, with the two sides well matched. It took
until the 68th minute for the deadlock to be
broken as Melville made it 1-0.

Hayley Bennett stole possession on the edge
of the box, turning into space and firing a loop-
ing shot into the far corner. Thames responded
well, increasing the tempo and frequency of
their attacks before turning the game on its
head. Samantha Chamberlain sent a long pass
over the Melville defence, with Ariel McNab
quickest to react and fire a low, left-footed
shot into the near corner to equalise. Barely
had Melville regrouped before Thames struck
again. Chamberlain picked up the ball in mid-
field, brilliantly weaved down the right and into
the box before finishing across goal into the far
corner to put Thames 2-1 ahead.

The win puts Thames Women in control of
the Waikato Division 1, with only a heavy de-
feat in their final league game able to prevent
them lifting the trophy. Next week, attention
turns to the cup, with Waikato Unicol awaiting
in the semi-final.

Thames Men'’s Firsts also enjoyed a produc-
tive weekend, beating Waihi AFC 2-1 thanks to
a late Xavier Brown goal. On a small, bobbly
pitch, both sides struggled for passing rhythm.
Jake Hudson put Thames ahead from the spot
before Paul Sharland equalised with a run
and left-footed finish. Matthew Burchell kept
Thames in the game with a string of fine sec-
ond-half saves, breaking his finger in the pro-
cess. With time running out, Michael Kim won

Megan Jamieson, rear, defends well. MARK BROWN

the ball on the right and drilled a low cross into
the box where Brown was on hand to flick the
ball home moments before the final whistle.

Thames Reserves capped off their inaugural
season with an entertaining 3-3 draw against
West Hamilton Development.

After falling 3-1 behind, Thames fought
back through goals from Raegen Winslow,
Alex Langton and Luciano Gauna. Manager
Jack Macdonald, who built the squad from
scratch last summer, was proud of the team’s
season after they competed at the top end of
the league, agonisingly missing the promotion
playoffs by just one goal.

“It's been an absolute honour to build this
team alongside such a great group of lads.
We've had some unbelievable results, but I'm
most proud of how competitive we became
and the way everyone bought into what we
were trying to achieve. Big thanks to the play-
ers, | appreciate every single one of you who
has been part of the journey and helped make
the season what it was,” Macdonald said.

“I'd also like to thank Mark Brown, Thames
FC president, for the opportunity to help grow
this team, and Alex Langton for helping behind
the scenes and with coaching. It was a real
team effort.” - Jonathan Coles

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

PETCH

CONSULTING ENGINEERS
Building or renovating?
We can help.
Residential « Commercial « Industrial
022 023 9502 - petch.nz

TYRES & BATTERIES

TYRES &
BATTERIES
BEST PRICE
IN TOWN

Inflation
Station

PRECISION

WINDSCREENS

ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS

precisionwindscreens.co.nz (8027 212 7750

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437
TOWING

THAMES TOWING
& VWORKSHOP

24HR Breakdown ¢ AA Towing * WOF

Full mechanical workshop
" MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7
thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

L
=

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd
Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad

from just $57 + GST per week and
one of our professional reporters

will write a story about your
business at no extra cost.
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Death Notice

Gardening

Personal

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

FOX, Annette Mary
(nee Verran):
Passed away peacefully in
Thames with family by her
side, on Sunday 30th August,
2026; in her 91st year. Dearly
loved wife of the late Noel.
Loved mother and mother-
in-law of Rosemary and Cliff
Olsen, Lorene and Peter
Rutherford, Angela Fox and
Tony Jurlina. Loved Nana of
Gemma, Courtney and Josh,
James and Ana, Cameron
and Brita, and Sophie.
Adored Big Nana of Nova,
Luca and Phoebe.

‘No longer in our lives to

share, but in our hearts

forever. We will miss you

and cherish the many
happy memories’.

A Celebration of Annette’s
life will be held in The
Grahamstown Chapel, 102
Kirkwood Street, Thames on
Saturday 19th September
at 11am.
Communications to
gorocco@xtra.co.nz or
0279299952.

TWENTYMANS

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based.

Ph 021 060 7659

Land Wanted

Land wanted to lease,
up to 40 hectares,
Hauraki Plains or
surrounds, long term. Ph

Caring Introductions for
Genuine People ¥
Ready to meet someone special?

Our caring, experienced matchmakers
personally introduce genuine ladies and
gentlemen seeking friendship, companionship,
and a lasting relationship.

No computers. No online dating. Just personal

027 278 5384 introductions arranged with care..
¥ Call today for a friendly,
Sheep Shearing confidential chat.
Services 0800 446 332
Mobile shearing, .
Piano Tuner

crutching, hoof
trimming & drenching
for lifestyle block
owners, competitive
rates. Call Richard
022 128 0852 or email
richard.collier@xtra.
co.nz for details

Trades

GALYER,

Denise Lorraine:
Peacefully, surrounded by
her loving family at Thames
Hospital on 5th September,
2026; aged 69 years. Dearly
loved wife of Graeme, loved
Mum of Jess and David,
Michelle and Nigel, Clinton,
Shaun and Cat. Loved Nana
of Harry and Ash, Nick and
Ellee, and Samara. Loved
Great-Grandmother of
Natalia.

A celebration of Denise’s

life will be held in the
Grahamstown Chapel, 102
Kirkwood Street, Thames, on
Thursday 10th September, at
11am, followed by interment
at Totara Memorial Park
Cemetery.

TWENTYMANS

Sharyn Clark “==*

Piano Tuner & Technician
'Fully Qualified and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089

sharynclark22@gmail.com

FENCING
CONTRACTOR

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality
workmanship
Competitive prices
Call Matt
0211727 148

Handyman Services

T
THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance &

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton 0273 913 283

Builder

Storage

Friendly licensed
builder. 40 years exp.
All aspects .No job too
small. lan 021 540 376

Painter

WRIGHT, Haydn:

(97 years)

Beloved husband of late
Sallie and treasured Dad

of Brenda, father of Lloyd,
passed 28/08/26. Haydn

will be greatly missed in the
community and by his family
and many friends overseas.
Messages to 14 Harris Place,

Ngatea. ’_:_.- -

HAURAKI REGIONAL
PAINTERS
Over 12 years
experience, interior/
exterior. Refs available.
Free quotes.
Phone Graeme for all
your painting needs.
020 485 1312

TOTAL STORAGE LTD =
KEREPEHI / PAEROA I I
We will beat any legit quote for

storage in 10ft or 20ft containers
T&C'’s apply

021 67 67 99

info@totalstorage.co.nz

Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Photo: SEREENA BURTON

ge.

Pop-up parkrun a success

PARKRUN

By ALICE PARMINTER

he organisers of a pop-up parkrun

event in Kopu are thrilled with the
turnout, and have high hopes for future
runs.

More than 70 people turned out to run
or walk the 5km track over the historic
Kopu Bridge on September 5.

Kendall Todd said she and partner
Chris Kemp, who have been working
to get the parkrun programme off the
ground, were “buzzing” from how it
went.

“Our team felt it was a real success...
the weather gods were kind to us,” she
said. “At least 30 people [signed] up

as volunteers for future events - which
bodes really well for getting it up and
running as an official event, hopefully
before the end of the year.”

Kendall said the feedback from par-
ticipants, many of whom are already
involved in local run groups, was really
positive.

“Trying out the course also helped us
identify small tweaks we can do to make
the course even better before it officially
starts,” she said.

“It was quite an emotional moment
for Chris and I, to see so many smiling
faces taking part in an event that we
weren’t sure we could get off the ground,
but now is closer than ever to becoming
areality.”

Public Notices

Situations Vacant

Handyman

For Lease

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

An experienced
handyman covering
all trades with over
20 years exp building
trade. Please contact
Laurie King 021 251
0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Automotive Technician/Mechanic

Wanted:
Thames based workshop looking for an
experienced mechanic.

Preferably with WOF Authority (but not essential),
Great variety of work specialising in
Muscle cars & Hot Rods.

Current Drivers Licence required.

If interested please apply to:

Auto Super Shoppe Thames
E-mail: office@autosupershoppethames.co.nz
027 292 1599

(_SUPER SHOPPES )

AGM
People Relying
On People (PROP)

11:30am,
Thurs 24 Sep 2026
2027 Season 617 Pollen St, Thames
A.G.H (HDAS)
All Welcome

[ e ]

Fioadan Py Chbrooma

Al S TR FRRSE RO

Arrus Repors
Esprter of (et | Ciamyrinai
Carery Bowfem

M rerbsern rencded Celitfial du Radl iy s
Ersparam b2 AgH
Facrviery s merglel) Surdsy thh Octobat 2008
g roe
&) 0em

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:
Ph 0221303885

Client Systems Coordinator- Paeroa

s Mick Floogiaeen
& Assnciaies

sl s s

We are looking for someone who is organised, tech-confident and enjoys making things work
well. This is a full-time position with a varied mix of client documentation, systems,
communications, marketing and administration, working alongside a friendly team

to keep things running smoothly.

Apply now at recruitment@hoogeveen.co.nz

Historical Maritime Wfe sy Staton

Park Inc. o iy BT
AGM Mot
Sunday 27th September KN WL o

33
i
)Y ﬁ BATTLE OF
. BRITAIN

4
+ 86THBIRTHDAY
%, COMMEMORATIONS

£

1lam Sunday
13 September
2026

at the

Thames Airfield

395 Ngati Maru Highway, Thames

10am at Maritime Park

Storage

Dairy

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve
this. If you are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper,

please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple

PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information

Hub

WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy,
Fresh Choice Waihi, Kenny St Dairy
THAMIES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St

Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames

Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store
TURUA: Turua Dairy KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

STORAGE

KOPU, PAEROA
“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033

Safe n Sound Storage

Notice that Property will be Sold or Leased
To: Christian Dennis and Helen Eriksen

TAKE NOTICE that the property situated at 6 Johnston Street, Waihi, being Section 103B Town
of Waihi with Certificate of Title identifier SA24B/930, is subject to a judgment for unpaid rates
due by Christian Stephen Dennis and Helen Christine Eriksen, as given in the District Court of
New Zealand at Waihi on 21 March 2025, for the sum of $5,225.38 owed to the Hauraki District
Council. As of 26 February 2026, the arrears were $20,111.57 with a further $2,189.75 owed to
the Waikato Regional Council.

FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the said property will be sold or leased by public tender or auction,
under the provisions of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002, after 6 months from 29 May
2026, unless the outstanding amount of the judgment and costs, interest, all legal costs incurred
by the Hauraki District Council, and all rates due on the property up to the date of payment and
applicable charges are paid to the Council.

Contact the Hauraki District Council to remedy the rates arrears on the property identified in
this notice by calling 0800 734834 or sending an email to: info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz.

www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited

25 Ngati Maru Highway

To: Robert Wayne French

Kopu, Thames
Waikato Regional Council.
Clean, secure, dry
Units available
7x3.6mand 7 x 5.5m

Phone 07 868 9944

Notice that Property will be Sold or Leased

TAKE NOTICE that the property situated at 165 Back Miranda Road, Waitakaruru, being Part
Waitakaruru No. 1A Block with Certificate of Title identifier SA660/163, is subject to a judgment
for unpaid rates due by Robert Wayne French, as given in the District Court of New Zealand at
Thames on 20 December 2024, for the sum of $10,296.88 owed to the Hauraki District Council.
As of 27 March 2026, the arrears were $35,415.16 with a further $13,148.91 owed to the

FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that the said property will be sold or leased by public tender or auction,
under the provisions of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002, after 6 months from 29 May
2026, unless the outstanding amount of the judgment and costs, interest, all legal costs incurred
by the Hauraki District Council, and all rates due on the property up to the date of payment and
applicable charges are paid to the Council.

Contact the Hauraki District Council to remedy the rates arrears on the property identified in
this notice by calling 0800 734834 or sending an email to: info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz.
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BAYLEYS

TUrua 116 oparia Road

Your lifestyle move starts here Al 2w 3 [l

Set across 4,047sgm (more or less), this property offers plenty for families wanting more space and the freedom of Asking Price $850,000
lifestyle living. The 225sagm (more or less) home features four bedrooms, two bathrooms, open-plan kitchen and View 12.15-12.45pm Sat 12 Sep
dining, separate lounge, fireplace and heat pump. Outside, there is double internal-access garaging, a two-bay pole Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

shed with one lockable bay and a small paddock. The property also includes a sleepout and garden shed, offering

scope to do up and add further value. Conveniently located in Turua, just minutes from the village, school and boat karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

ramp, with Ngatea approximately 15 minutes away and Thames is around 20 minutes away. Seth Roe 027 3206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
bayleys'co'nz/263°265 SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Waiomu 603 Thames Coast Road

(13 H Pl

As is where is” - Coromandel waterfront! 4= 1e=m 3
Searching for a genuine waterfront opportunity with an "affordable twist"? Marketed “as is where is”, this 200sgm Tender (unless sold prior)
(more or less) 1980s home sits on a1,329sgm (more or less) section adjoining a waterfront reserve. The roof and some Closing 4pm, Thu 8 Oct 2026
ceiling areas require repair or replacement, offering the choice to renovate or redevelop. The home includes 4 459 Pollen Street, Thames

bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a fully appointed kitchen and double garage basement. Enjoy spectacular Firth of Thames

views towards Kaiaua Coast and Waiheke Island. Waiomu Café is across the road, with Te Puru amenities nearby. View by appointment

Viewing by appointment on|y_ Geoff Graham 021733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
bayleyS.CO.nZ/2181o17 MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THEREA ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz
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Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Setting the pace

The Thames Valley Cross Country event on September 1
saw primary school students from across the region com-
peting at Mangatarata’s South Farms. Students aged eight
and up tackled the steep, muddy course across paddocks
and down a gravel road, and the rainy weather mostly held
off. Reporter ALICE PARMINTER jogged along to the finish
hne to catch the actlon

Eli McMurtrie from Paeroa Christian School. Photos: ALICE PARMINTER  Olivia Wills, Coromandel Area School. Eliza O’Neil from Ngatea School. . Zoey Thorburn from Hikutaia School.

IH .-mmﬁ' .:ur--i--r:
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P L S o Garages
e Farm Sheds
o« Commercial

« Garage Doors

o Auto Openers

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

CARSWELL

CONSTRUCTION LTD




