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steel 
so it can 
also be reused in New 
Zealand. “[The steel has] chunks 
of rubber still in it - no one in New 
Zealand will take that, so it’s being 
exported at the moment.”

The only part that’s not current-
ly reusable is a small percentage of 

a nylon polyester 
blend fibre. “I’m 

struggling to find a 
home for [it], if any-

one’s got an idea or a 
purpose for some dirty 

polyester and nylon.” The 
roading industry would be the 

first to benefit, Matt said. 
“Bitumen’s almost brittle at 

room temperature… when it gets 
cold it cracks and then water goes 
through and you’ve got a pothole.

“When you add rubber to it… it 
stops the cracks - less repairs and 
it lasts longer. The problem with 
New Zealand’s roads is they don’t 

use enough of this virgin rubber 
compound because it’s very ex-
pensive.”

The company will produce a 
direct replacement for the virgin 
rubber product currently used in 
roads, and has already conducted 
a successful trial with one of the 
country’s biggest roading contrac-
tors, who has  committed to using 
the product when the new roading 
season begins in October. 

“We’ve priced our product to the 
market to encourage NZTA to use 
it widely… It’s going to be good all 
round.” The next stage for Cycle-
nomics is a manufacturing line to 

produce rubber mats for the agri-
cultural sector.  

For Matt, the company is about 
practical circularity and sustain-
ability over profit. 

Cyclenomics is housed in a re-
furbished mill, and the building is 
equipped with solar panels. 

“The last business I had was 
Carter’s Tyre Service… [I was] al-
ways being asked by our custom-
ers, how can we dispose of our 
tyres more sustainably, because 
nothing’s really been available. 

“So when vulcanisation came 
along, I thought, well there’s a nice 
solution.” 

Up to 10,000 tonnes of recycled 
tyre waste could be making its 

way into New Zealand’s roads and 
rubber matting industries annu-
ally with the opening of an inno-
vative new business.

Rubber recycling and manufac-
turing company Cyclenomics offi-
cially opens on August 15, eventu-
ally creating around 35 jobs. 

Limited production of a devul-
canised rubber crumb material 
has already begun at its South-
bridge Industrial Park site south 
of Kōpū. Devulcanised rubber is 
recycled rubber that’s been chem-
ically broken down into a soft, 
moldable elastic material that can 
be reused to make new products. 

It produces very little waste, 
and can be endlessly recycled.

“Devulcanisation came along 
just before Covid - it’s been 
around for years but the Chinese 
have spent a lot of time perfecting 
it to do large volumes,” Cycle-
nomics CEO Matt Carter told 
The Profile. “There’s so many 
benefits here… There’s very 
few rubber manufacturers 
left [in New Zealand] so 
this is bringing manufac-
turing back. And virgin 
rubber is only grown on 
rubber trees in Malaysia 
and Brazil, so it’s scarce, 
it’s expensive.” 

Matt said the process 
will make a big dent in 
the number of old tyres  
shipped overseas as waste.  
“New Zealand produces about 
65,000 tonnes of end-of-life 
tyres [annually] - about 35,000 
tonnes are being swapped out for 
coal at Golden Bay’s cement kiln 
and pretty much the rest is being 
exported to make into someone 
else’s problem,” Matt said. 

The recycling process can re-
claim up to 95 per cent of a tyre 
- mostly rubber and steel. Matt 
plans to eventually install a sec-
ondary shredder, to clean up the 

Rubber set Rubber set 
to hit the to hit the 
roadroad

Matt Carter 
with his recy-
cled rubber 
product, left. 
Photos: ALICE 
PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16

H is for Hawk (119 mins) M. After losing her beloved father, Helen finds herself saved by an unlikely
friendship with a stubborn hawk named Mabel. Through the bond, Helen rediscovers the beauty of
being alive. Based on the Sunday Times best-selling memoir. BAFTA nominee, starring Claire Foy.
Savage House (114 mins) M. Comedy. Set against the backdrop of 18th century England, a massive
pox outbreak, and Jacobite uprising – this is a timely and darkly satirical story of Sir Chauncey Savage
and Lady Savage and their blind pursuit of a better life. A madcap play on class and power.
Colours of Time (126 mins) M. Follows the lives of four cousins who inherit an old house in rural Normandy
and retrace their steps of their ancestors in 19th century Paris. (In French with English subtitles).
Toy Story 5 ENCORE (102 mins) G. Buzz Lightyear, Woody, Jessie and the rest of the gang’s jobs are
challenged when they meet Lilypad, a brand-new tablet device that arrives with her own disruptive ideas.
The Sheep Detectives ENCORE (109 mins) PG. Follows George (Hugh Jackman), a shepherd who loves
his sheep and raises them only for their wool. Every night he reads aloud a murder mystery, pretending his sheep
can understand, never suspecting that they can and will one day soon become detectives themselves.
Following week: & SonsWriter Andrew Dyer (Bill Nighy) hasn’t written a word - or left the house - in 20
years. In that time he fathered a child outside of his marriage, lost his wife (Imelda Staunton) and became
estranged from his other sons. His sense of his mortality sets in, so he brings all of his children together.
Coming: Tony A 19-year-old Anthony Bourdain travels to Provincetown and stumbles into the chaotic
world of a restaurant kitchen, setting off a summer that will shape the course of his life. Andre Rieu’s
2026 Summer Concert: Viva Maastricht! Saturday and Sunday 29 and 30 August at 12.30pm.

Movies from Friday 14 August to Wednesday 19 August (closed Thursday 13th)
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames
Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Baker Joinery 
ad.

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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Unsafe chlorine system 
prompts $100k spend
A failing chlorine gas system at Waihī’s 

public swimming pool has led to an un-
budgeted spend of $100,000 for Hauraki 
District Council.

A report given to councillors last month 
said the pool’s ageing gas chlorination sys-
tem was unsafe and posed an “immediate 
health and safety risk”, recommending it be 
decommissioned immediately. The pool’s 
chlorine gas alarm has been activated sev-
eral times, including during the inspection. 

At the council’s August 4 meeting, coun-
cillors approved the spend, which will cover 
the installation of a new salt chlorinator 
similar to that used at the Ngatea pool. 
Group manager of  service delivery Adrian 
de Laborde said the unsafe equipment has 
already been removed from the facility. 

The upgrade will result in an estimated 
0.03 percent increase in non-water rates, 
equivalent to around $1 per district ratepay-
er, council said. However, councillors noted 
the spend was necessary, as the pool would 
not otherwise be able to operate this coming 
summer. 

Councillors have also raised concerns 
about the roughly $2 million investment 
that the pool will require over the next ten 
years, with several noting they were uncom-
fortable pouring capital into an asset not 

owned by the council. 
The pool sits on Waihī College grounds 

and is owned by the Ministry of Education, 
while the council has a lease to maintain and 
operate it as a community facility. 

The 70-year-old facility is in an overall 
poor condition, the report said, requiring an 
investment of over $2 million in the next ten 
years to bring it up to standard. 

“The balance tank is cracked and dysfunc-
tional… the DE filtration system is at end 
of life, and plant room pipework is poor,” it 
said. 

The pool is also leaking, however funds 
have recently been raised by the Waihī Swim 
Club for a pool lining replacement. 

The council has signalled its intention 
to investigate the viability of procuring the 
pool and the land it sits on, and will be mak-
ing inquiries with the Ministry of Education. 

“The Waihī Swimming Pool has served 
the community for around 70 years, and 
it continues to support public swimming, 
learn-to-swim programmes, school swim-
ming education, club activities and summer 
recreation,” Mayor Toby Adams said.

“We know how important local access to 
swimming is for wellbeing, confidence in the 
water, and community connection. This de-
cision means Waihī can continue to have ac-
cess to a local pool while longer-term plan-
ning for the facility is worked through.”

By ALICE PARMINTER
The High Court has dismissed an appeal 
against convictions arising from a serious 
dog attack in Tairua, Thames-Coromandel 
District Council says.

The High Court upheld the original find-
ings of the District Court, council said in a 
statement.

The attack left the victim with significant 
injuries and they had to be airlifted to hospi-
tal. Following a detailed investigation, coun-
cil prosecuted the dog owner, securing con-
victions in the district court, which also or-
dered the dogs involved be euthanised. The 
subsequent appeal against those convictions 
has now been dismissed by the High Court.

Council group manager of regulatory and 
planning Brian Taylor said the outcome re-
flected the importance of responsible dog 
ownership and the role councils play in pro-
tecting public safety. “This was an extremely 
serious attack that had a significant impact 
on the victim. Council has a responsibility to 
investigate incidents of this nature and take 
appropriate action where warranted. 

“We are pleased the courts have upheld the 
original decision.” The case was a reminder 
of the importance of keeping dogs under ef-
fective control, he said. “The courts found the 
dogs involved were not under their owner’s 
control, and the consequences of that failure 
were extremely serious.” 

Tairua dog 
attack appeal 
dismissed
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THAMES
PUBLIC MEETING
2pm, Saturday, 15 August

Thames War Memorial Civic
Centre Auditorium
200 Mary Street

Authorised by H Howard, 91 Makino Road, Feilding

MATAMATA
PUBLIC MEETING

2pm, Sunday, 16 August
Matamata-Piako Civic
and Memorial Centre

11 Tainui Street

For five
generations,
the Read family
has been helping
Thames and
the Coromandel
Peninsula get
the job done with
trusted brands
and expert
advice.

Whether it’s fixing,
building or exploring

the outdoors -
Read Bros have you
covered. Visit us
in store or online.
www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

“We are doing something that 
we weren’t expecting to be doing, 
and probably something that we 
wouldn’t have chosen to do if we’d 
had that opportunity.”

“[We’re] happy with being able 
to put in a proposal, not happy 
with the government imposing it 
on us,” Mayor Tanner said. 

“When you talk to your com-
munities, they say ‘why are we 
doing this, fight it, tell them to get 
stuffed’, [but] putting nothing in, 
that’s not really an option because 
then you’re in a backstop and with 
not knowing what the backstop is, 
there’s too many unknowns.”

Mayor Adams was similarly 
pragmatic. “In some respects it 
was frustrating because it was so 
time pressured but in other re-
spects we had to get to a decision 
and get to it quickly… So yeah, it’s 
a 50-50 for us,” he said. “I think 
we’ve signalled clearly that some of 
[the government’s] decisions that 
they’ve made of late have felt quite 
rushed and aren’t very democratic 
in our view but hey, we’ve just got 
to run with it.”

Meanwhile, Waikato District 
Council unanimously voted to 
adopt a Western Waikato Unitary 
Authority proposal, which would 
also include South Waikato and 
Waipā District Councils. 

The Western Bay of Plenty Dis-
trict Council chose not to partici-
pate in the Head Start pathway, 
although it has still been listed as a 
potential partner in Tauranga City 
Council’s proposal submission. 

Councils that haven’t submitted 
a proposal are now subject to the 
government’s “backstop” process - 
a compulsory restructure with the 
specifics yet to be decided. 

Rushed union but still strong, Mayors say
The Head Start proposals for lo-

cal council amalgamations are 
in, but it hasn’t all been smooth 
sailing to get there. 

Under the government’s Simpli-
fying Local Government project, 
councils around the country were 
asked to develop their own plans 
for mergers with neighbouring dis-
tricts. Councils that chose to take 
up this voluntary pathway had just 
three months to submit their pro-
posals, with the deadline falling on 
August 9.

Thames-Coromandel, Haura-
ki, and Matamata-Piako District 
Councils put forward a joint pro-
posal which would see the three 
combined into one unitary author-
ity representing approximately 
119,500 people and $370.6 million 
in revenue. 

This new entity, tentatively 
named the Waihou-Piako-Coro-
mandel Unitary Authority, would 
function as a two-tier model, with 
a Mayor and governing council of 
12-15 members operating above 
four-to-six statutory local boards.

It would also absorb some of the 
functions of the Waikato Regional 
Council, as the government does 
away with regional councils. 

The three Mayors - Peter Rev-
ell, Toby Adams, and Ash Tanner 
- signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing on August 4, after each 
held meetings with their respective 
councils to approve the proposal. 

Mayor Adams said the proposal 
was a strong one, with the three 
councils having a history of work-
ing well together. “These are gen-
erational decisions that we’re mak-
ing,” he said. “Our public gave us a 

very good start that they wanted an 
eastern catchment of some sort… 
they didn’t want to be sucked up 
into a large area and lose that local 
voice.”

Hauraki Deputy Mayor Paul Mil-
ner agreed. “The biggest benefit to 
this option is smaller rural towns 
and communities that fit well to-
gether… being too big would not 
suit us well.”

Matamata Piako Mayor Ash Tan-
ner was also confident. “I think if 
any grouping’s going to work, it’ll 
be this one,” he said. 

The decision wasn’t as straight-
forward for Thames-Coromandel, 

with four councillors voting against 
submitting a proposal at all. Others 
were disappointed that a merger 
with Bay of Plenty councils was not 
on the table. 

Deputy Mayor John Grant said 
the chosen option lacked some of 
the scale and coastal connections 
offered by a Bay of Plenty group-
ing, although it did bring together 
long-standing neighbours who had 
seen TCDC at its best and stood by 
it through its worst. 

“Our Bay of Plenty cousins could 
not bring themselves to open the 
door wide enough to invite us 
through - and the option had genu-

ine appeal: more scale, continuous 
coastal catchment, and an exciting 
Bay tourism story with the Coro-
mandel as the gem in the crown. 
But you cannot walk through a 
door that is not open for you,” he 
said. “Once you look past what we 
did not get, the case of what we did 
get is strong.”

All three councils were united on 
their criticism of the speed at which 
councils were expected to make 
their decisions. 

“None of us stood to be elected 
last year on the fact that we were 
going to be reforming local govern-
ment,” Mayor Peter Revell said. 

Mayors Toby Adams, left, Peter Revell 
and Ash Tanner sign the memorandum. 
Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER and 
KELLEY TANTAU
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Waihi
542 Waitekauri Road, Waikino 1 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21744

Country Calm, Modern Charm
Hidden lifestyle haven on 1.12ha (more or less) with
rural views, stream and tracks to explore. Modern 2021
shed-style home with covered deck, solar, wood
burner, heat pump, and internal access garaging.

Asking Price $1,050,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
5a George Street 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa22013

Light, Bright and Just Right
Whether you're searching for your first home, a smart
investment, or a low-maintenance property that's ready
to enjoy. Relocated to site and thoughtfully presented,
this inviting three-bedroom home is ready for you to
move in and make it your own.

Asking Price $637,500
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Price

Waihi
38 Princes Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21705

First Home with Future Potential
This well-presented three-bedroom family home has
had work done, with open-plan lounge, dining, kitchen,
and bathroom. The main bedroom has access to sunny
front deck. Big section offers future potential.

Asking Price $570,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
7 Heath Road 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21307

Easy Lifestyle Living
Positioned on 1ha (more or less) on the edge of town,
this lifestyle property delivers the perfect balance of
freedom with everyday convenience. Easy contour,
ideal for horse or stock grazing.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
35 Walmsley Road 4 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20868

More Space to Share
Set on the edge of town, this inviting family home
offers a peaceful lifestyle. Upstairs offers open-plan
living with fireplace and renovated kitchen with great
storage. Space for the kids and pets to play. Single
basement garage with internal access.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Our strategic marketing package gets your property noticed across all key
channels. More visibility means more buyers seeing your listing, more often.

Our package includes:

Make your property stand
out with our Spotlight
Marketing Campaign

 Leading real estate websites  Digital and social media placements

 Print media  Standout signage  Professional photography

Over $5,500
value, for only

$500

Licensed under the REAA 2008

EVES Waihi 07 863 1118 waihi@eves.co.nz

Exclusive to EVES Waihi. Get in touch with our team for more information.

Waihi
7 Penny Lane, Waikino

eves.co.nz/ewa20871

Elevated with Exceptional Views
In a sunny, elevated position find a 2023 sqm (approx.)
section in Waikino. Offering panoramic views, privacy,
and opportunity. Whether you're looking for a weekend
escape, a place to call home, or a base to start, this is
worth a look. Power and water already on site.

Asking Price $425,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Turn your creative
vision into reality Need help with

your application?Bring your creative ideas to life with
funding from theCreative Communities
Scheme.

Whether you’re an artist, performer,
creative group, school or community
organisation, funding is available for
projects that:

• Provide creative opportunities for the
community

• Engage young people (under 18 years)

• Celebrate and promote local arts and cultural
traditions

Applications are open to individuals and groups,
with project taking place between 1October
2026 and 30 September 2027.

N

Come along to our
FREE Drop-in sessions
Ask questions and get support

with your application.

Tuesday, 25August
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Paeroa Library Meeting Room

Wednesday, 26August
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

He Pātaka Kōrero | Hauraki Plains
Library andCommunity Centre

Library Meeting Room

Thursday, 27August
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Waihī Library Meeting Room

We’re looking for people with a passion for
local arts and culture to help assess Creative
Communities Scheme funding applications.

What’s involved?
Attend assessment committee meetings
twice a year in March and September to
be part of the selection process. Open to
anyone from any community and any age!

Interested?
Contact the CCSAdministrator at

info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz or call 0800 734 834.

AApplications close 4pm, 11 SSeptember 2026
Find out more and download the application - www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/grants-funding/creative-communities-scheme

“It’s a real privilege to help support local
creatives - it fills your cup. It’s amazing
to be able to awhi the passion and
talent of our creative community.
Often, you get to see small creative
sparks become something bigger.”

JoTilsley
CreativeCommunities Scheme
Assessment PanelChair

people safe, and do so with a smile 
on their faces even when they are 
faced with job insecurity with the 
scheduled demolition.

“[We] wanted to acknowledge 
the great job that they are doing 
and that they and their work is 
valued.”

Earlier, on May 26, Thames 
Needs a Pool presented Thames-
Coromandel district Mayor Peter 
Revell with a petition calling for 
continued access to a local facil-
ity, signed by 944 people.

The group has also been in-
volved in council’s Aquatic Fa-
cilities Provision steering group, 
contributing to discussions about 
the future of aquatic facilities 
across the district.

Councillor and steering group 
member Greg Hampton said 
there had been “positive discus-
sions with Ngāti Maru represent-
atives” about the removal of the 
pool and the group was doing its 
best to avoid a gap in aquatic facil-
ity provision for Thames and the 
wider catchment of pool users.

“The project now has good mo-
mentum and a clear pathway for-
ward.”

A council statement said plans 
for a potential pool replacement 
and the demolition timing will 
be confirmed in its 2027-2037 
Long Term Plan, which will open 
for public consultation around 
March, 2027. 

Staff will be publicly presenting 
a report on the future of aquatics 
in the district at the next Infra-
structure and Finance Commit-
tee meeting on August 13, and the 
subsequent full council meeting 
on August 25.

Thames group keeps pool hopes afloat

What began as a push to make 
sure Thames did not lose its 

pool has grown into an organised 
community campaign.

At its heart is a steadfast group 
of five, known as Kahikatea, who 
have been working to keep the is-
sue firmly on council’s radar.

The group formed with a 
straightforward aim: to convince 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council of the need to build a re-
placement all-year pool in 
Thames, following coun-
cil’s commitment to 
remove the ageing 
Centennial Pool 
from Taipari 
Park and re-
turn the land to 
Ngāti Maru by 
June, 2027.

With no re-
placement fa-
cility yet on the 
table, Thames 
Needs a Pool 
member Anne Bark-
er said the group felt an 
urgent need to make sure 
the community would not be 
left without somewhere to swim. 

She told The Profile that the 
group - which has between 12 and 
20 people attending its monthly 
meetings and a much wider net-

work 
f o l l o w -

ing its work through its mailing 
list - had learned “a surprising 
amount” about the challenges of 
providing aquatic facilities. 

This includes balancing de-
mand and affordability, and 

considering how facilities could 
best serve communities across the 
district.

But underneath all the talk of 
funding and future plans were the 
people who used the pool and the 
staff who kept it going.

Last month, Anne and fellow 

Thames Needs a Pool members 
brought morning tea to the pool 
as a small gesture of thanks to the 
staff, of which there are 6.5 coun-
cil employees and nine casual 
swim instructors and lifeguards.

“The staff at the Thames Cen-
tennial Pool are amazing,” she 
said.

“They look after our pool, keep 

Thames Needs a Pool Kahikatea: Anne Barker, left, Rachel Gamby, 
Jan Ward, Deb Neumann, and Robyn Brook. LEFT:  The group presents 
Thames-Coromandel district Mayor Peter Revell with a petition calling 

for continued access to a local facility.                          Photos: SUPPLIED

 As part of a series on the 
future of Thames Centennial 
Pool, reporter KELLEY TANTAU 
looks at the community 
campaign to retain aquatic 
facilities in Thames, the 
people behind it, and what 
comes next for the pool and 
its staff.



06 THE VALLEY PROFILE, August 11, 2026   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

36months
interest free
On purchases $1,499 & over.*

Chiropractic HD Radiate
Queen Bed

$2,799N
O
W

FR
O
M

With Titanium: Gel Foam delivers
improved thermal comfort.

Chiropractic Perform
Queen Bed

$2,199N
O
W

FR
O
M

Featuring Torquezone, a coil spring
system for targeted postural support.

Serenity Drift
Queen Bed

$1,499O
N
LY

NZ-made pocket springs provide
personalised support.

ElementsWave 3 ‘Grab &Go’
Queen Mattress

$479O
N
LY

Available rolled in a bag for easy
transport. Grab one in-store.

Sale.
Birthday

Celebrating 36 years of great sleep.

Sanctuary Midnight
Queen Bed

$5,309N
O
W

FR
O
M

Sleepyhead’s Sanctuary range, the
most beautiful sleep evermade.

National Birthday Sale ends 11.08.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. 30-Day Comfort
Guarantee available for in-store purchases only. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products
are available in selected stores only. *36 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) for in-store purchases only until 11.08.26. Min spend $1,499. Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50
annual Account Fee, fees, Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the
minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest Rate of 28.95% p.a. applies to outstanding balance at the end of LTF Interest Free Period. Other interest rates and fees may apply. Rates and fees subject to change. New customers need to
apply and be approved for a Q Mastercard credit card. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice.

o be sed in conj nction ith an other offer See in store for details 30 Da Comfort

BEDS R US
THAMES

205 Sealey Street,
Thames

PH 07 868 6128

BEDS R US
WHANGAMATA
419 Port Road,
Whangamata
PH 07 865 9027

BEDS R US
WAIHI

94 Seddon Street,
Waihi

PH 07 863 8787

BEDS R US
WHITIANGA

4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Whitianga

PH 07 866 5726
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100 Grey Street (Opposite The Wharf)

07 868 6868
www.turnaroundtyres.nz

TURNAROUND TYRES

BATTERIESAIRCONDITIONING

• CAARS

• COONSTRUCTIONN
&AAGRICULTURAAL
EQQUIPMENT

• ONSITE SERVICE

• TYRES
• 4 WHEEL
ALIGNMENT

Cars - Commercial
Marine - Powersport

BEST PRICES IN TOWN
!! AUGUST DEAL !!
$15 FUEL VOUCHER
WITH EVERY BATTERY

WINDSSCREENSREENS

CHIPS REPAAIREDIRED
while you wwaaitit

IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE
IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables
- Extrusions - Fasteners

- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases

- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools

- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing
CONTACT US: online@readbros.co.nz

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Visit us and see our
great range of classic
Silverdale Knitwear.

Shown here is our classic
merino V neck jumper.

Hauraki passion
The Hauraki Tigers left every-

thing out on the field in their 
clash against Rangiriri Storm on 
August 2 at the Huntly Rugby 
Club grounds for the Waikato 
Rugby League Women’s Champi-
onship Semi-final. 

“Our 2026 season has come to 
an end following today’s semi-
final defeat to Rangiriri Storm, 
34-4,” the Hauraki Tigers said.

“While today’s result wasn’t 
what we hoped for, it doesn’t 

define this group. This team has 
represented our club with pride, 
resilience and determination all 
season long.

“From pre-season through to 
earning a place among the com-
petition’s final four, these wāhine 
have worn the black and gold with 
passion and heart every time they 
took the field.” Reporter DAVIDDA 
HIKATANGATA captured the power 
and passion in their final hoorah 
for the season.

Lile Lasike and Emma Paikau take on Rangiriri.

The Tigers play with heart and passion in the semi-final.

Captain Renee Tana protects the ball.    Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Bull Hine makes a run for it. Emma Paikau gives the ball a boot.

Narnz Hine storms the opponents.

Hauraki doesn’t let up under pressure.
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Need metal or aggregate?

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

WE SUPPLY

CRUSHER DUST

AND CLAY

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ | 0800 10 87 27

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

Kubota B3150
with loader & backhoe

Retail
$55,000+gst NOW

$46,995 +GST

Soil testing has confirmed the presence of 
Phytophora agathidicida (PA), the path-

ogen that causes kauri dieback disease, at 
the site of the oldest kauri at Long Bay Kauri 
Walk, near Coromandel town.

Waikato Regional Council, Thames-Co-
romandel District Council (the landowner) 
and local iwi have been monitoring the 
1200-year-old tree since 2023 after receiv-
ing several reports that the tree was visibly 
unwell.

Waikato Regional Council biosecurity 
and biodiversity manager Patrick Whaley 
said confirmation of PA was incredibly dis-
appointing. “The Coromandel Peninsula 
has relatively few recorded cases of kauri 
disease, and none as publicly accessible as 
Long Bay Kauri Walk,” he said. “Southern 
kauri forests are vital to the future of kauri, 
as they have been largely free from disease 
compared to forests in the north.

“Preserving kauri on the Coromandel 
Peninsula really depends on everyone play-
ing their part in stopping the spread of PA.”

Phytophthora agathidicida is microscopic 
and spread through the movement of con-
taminated soil, including on dirty footwear, 
equipment, vehicles and animals.

It infects kauri through the roots, prevent-
ing them from taking up water and nutri-
ents, which eventually starves the tree.

Infected trees weaken over time and may 
eventually die. Symptoms include bleed-
ing gum at the base of the trunk, yellowing 
leaves, thinning canopy and dead branches.

The council has been testing for PA in the 
Long Bay Kauri Walk and other areas of 
the Coromandel Peninsula for many years. 
However, detecting the pathogen can be dif-

ficult. “PA lives in the soil and can occur in 
very small, patchy pockets. That means you 
can miss it completely in a soil sample, even 
if it’s present nearby,” he said. 

“We had suspected this tree might have 
kauri disease based on its symptoms, but 
kauri can become unwell for a range of 
reasons. Unfortunately, we now have con-
firmed the diagnosis.”

The Long Bay kauri received phosphite in-
jections to help suppress the pathogen and 
boost the tree’s natural defences. Another 
round will be done later this year. However, 
the tree might not survive, he said.

“The health of the tree has declined signif-
icantly over the past 12 months. Phosphite 
is not a cure, but a treatment that can help 
with long-term survival if it’s done early 
enough. All we can do is try to prolong the 
tree’s life and stop further spread of PA.”

Phytophthora agathidicida can survive 
in soil for more than eight years, and it can 
take years to decades for an infected tree to 
show visible symptoms.

At Long Bay Kauri Walk, wooden board-
walks, rails and gravel substrate were in-
stalled to protect kauri roots. Neighbouring 
farmland was fenced to keep stock out and a 
cleaning station installed at the site entrance 
with kauri hygiene and educational signage. 

Waikato Regional Council Chair Warren 
Maher said the most important thing people 
could do to help protect the remaining kauri 
in the reserve was stay on the tracks, respect 
the barriers, and arrive and leave with clean 
footwear. 

“Protecting kauri is a major regional and 
national priority – and a responsibility we 
all share,” he said.

Kauri dieback disease 
found at Long Bay

On the LandOn the Land
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A range of 2 & 4 WheelersA range of 2 & 4 Wheelers
& Side by Sides& Side by Sides

now in stock, starting fromnow in stock, starting from

XRM125 fromXRM125 from $$5,4235,423 INC GSTINC GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

PLUS New model SXS1000 coming soon

Give your furry
friend the gift of
a healthier smile.

Get 20%off
all dental procedures
under anaesthetic
throughout Aug t!

Book now and
keep those tails
wagging and
those paws
kneading.

Waitakaruru 07 868 9030 | Kopu 07 868 5007
Paeroa 07 862 7295 | Waihi 07 863 8684

Waihi Beach 07 863 7387

Fresh Breath
Happy Pet!

gust!

Call your
local clinic
to secure
a spot!

Valley Profile 130 x 180 Jun25.indd 1Valley Profile 130 x 180 Jun25.indd 1 3/07/2025 12:08:07 pm3/07/2025 12:08:07 pm

Nothing can ruin a 
glorious day on 

farm like walking into a 
pen full of sick calves, 
especially when they 
were fine the day be-
fore! 

There are numerous 
pathogens which can cause scouring in calves 
– multiple viruses, protozoa and bacteria. Diag-
nosis relies on isolating these organisms through 
samples sent to the lab. Depending on the cul-
prit, there may be specific treatments that 
speed up recovery and prevent spread. 

Diagnosing the cause is extremely important 
when making decisions for the rest of the mob; 
however, it isn’t particularly helpful for a calf 
that is already in distress and requires imme-
diate treatment. So, what can we do for these 
animals?

Calves with scours can become dehydrated 
very quickly. This leads to a decrease in blood 
volume, poor circulation and, ultimately, multi-
ple organ failure due to inadequate tissue perfu-

sion. Correcting dehydration is therefore the im-
mediate priority. Assessing the degree of dehy-
dration is crucial in determining what treatment 
is required. Any calf that is weak, has a notable 
gap between its eyeball and socket, skin that 
stays tented for more than 10 seconds when 
pinched, and tacky or dry gums is severely de-
hydrated. Just like people in this situation, these 
calves require IV fluids.

Setting up a sick calf on a drip is relatively 
straightforward. A needle or catheter can be 
placed in the leg or jugular, and a bag of fluid run 
in over about 20 minutes. This rapidly improves 
blood volume and circulation. Importantly, 
these fluids also contain essential additives that 
correct electrolyte imbalances, restore acid-
base balance and provide energy.

IV fluids can significantly improve recovery 
rates compared to oral electrolytes alone, but 
timing is everything. 

Once severe dehydration develops, calves can 
deteriorate very quickly. So don’t wait until it’s 
too late. Our team of farm vets and qualified vet 
techs are equipped to provide IV fluid therapy 
on farm when it’s needed most.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets

When calves require IV fluids
By Dr Danielle 
Thomson BVSc (Dist.)

There are numerous pathogens which can 
cause scouring in calves. Photo: SUPPLIED

On the LandOn the Land
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Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

THAMES KIA
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Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

A Lifestyle Village In ThamesA Lifestyle Village In Thames
on the Coromandelon the Coromandel

2 & 3 BEDROOM VILLAS AND
NORTH FACING APARTMENTS

AVAILABLE NOW!
All villas and apartments are within walking distance

to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our open plan, single level apartments
feature covered balconies with fantastic
views of the sea, Kauaeranga River and
mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen,
lounge, bedroom and bathroom offer
stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each
level’s shared lounges, use of the village
Community Lodge and participation in all
activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484
www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Sixteen-year-old Norman Holmes had 
ridden out to Katikati from Waihī on his 

bike on a September Sunday in 1908.
On the ride back, while biking up a hill, 

he felt a peculiar sensation in his head and 
once he was home complained of a head-
ache which felt like a blow to his forehead. 

Two years previously, Norman had suf-
fered from a slight sunstroke which perhaps 
had something to do with these similar 
symptoms. 

Norman lived with his parents, Robert 
and Selina, and three siblings in Seddon 
St.  His father was an Irishman who had 
come to New Zealand as a lad. After leav-
ing school he worked as a storekeeper at 
Newtown, Wellington. He married Selina, 
an Englishwoman, in 1889, and their first 
three children were born in Wellington. The 
family moved to Waihī in the mid 1890s, 
Robert becoming manager of one of the 
first general stores there before taking over 
the business.  Robert also became one of 
Waihī’s JPs.

Norman was born in Waihī and now 
worked as an assistant in his father’s store. 
He was exceptionally strong for his age, six 
feet tall and a member of the cadet corps – 
a programme to prepare boys for military 
service which trained them in marching, 
shooting practice, and bayonet use.

On Monday, Norman went about his 
work as usual but while lifting a sack of oats 

he felt a sudden rush of blood to his head. 
On Tuesday he got through a heavy round 

of work with no trouble. The next morning, 
though, after feeding the horses and kick-
ing a football about, he went into the house 
complaining again of a bad headache.

Shortly afterwards he vomited violently, 
later lapsing into unconsciousness.  Dr 
Robertson was summoned and prescribed 
something medicinal but Norman remained 
unresponsive. Doctors Robertson and Craig 
returned to the house later and stayed with 
Norman but he died that afternoon.

The news of his death was received with 
great sadness at Waihī District High School, 
as well as the homes of others who knew 
him. As a mark of sympathy the school flag 
was lowered to half-mast. 

Sunstroke at the time was a broad diag-
nosis used to explain a number of condi-
tions. It was understood that the sun’s UV 
rays were the dangerous ones, thought to 
pass through anything except a colour filter.

In order to ward off sunstroke, the advice 
was to treat the body as a photographer 
treated his plates and surround it with red 
or yellow. An Egyptian army officer had evi-
dently effectively protected himself this way 
by lining his helmet and coat with yellow.

Despite the suspicion that a prior sun-
stroke had something to do with Norman’s 
demise, it was found that he had died from 
a brain haemorrhage brought on by the 
strain resulting from vomiting.

Norman, a promising young fellow and 
popular among the district’s young people, 
is buried at Waihī cemetery.

Headaches turn deadly for teen

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, MEGHAN 
HAWKES explores our local history by 

seeking out stories of life and death in the 
Thames Valley

Seddon Street, Waihī, early 1900s.   SUPPLIED

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Parminter
1. According to the nursery rhyme, where 
does the ‘Muffin Man’ live?
2. In the TV series The Simpsons, what are 
the names of Marge Simpson’s twin sisters?
3. In July, which former TV presenter an-
nounced they would be standing for the 
ACT Party in this year’s elections: a) Hillary 
Barry, b) Suzy Cato, or c) Paul Henry?
4. Which music festival announced in July 
that 2026 will be the last year that it would 
be held in Gisborne: a) Rhythm and Alps, b) 
Rhythm and Vines, or c) Big Day Out?
5. Which internet personality got married 
in July this year? a) Mr Beast, b) Charli 
D’Amelio, or c) Logan Paul?
6. Sean McCann won gold for the UK in 
swimming at the recent Commonwealth 
Games. What is the name of his famous 
older sister?

7. How many 
angles in a 
scalene tri-
angle are the 
same? a) 0, 
b) 2, or c) 3?
8. Oprah 
Winfrey was 
born with 
what first 
name? a) 
Harpo, b) Op-
rah, or c) Orpah?
9. Which sport is played at Seddon Park in 
Hamilton: a) Cricket, b) rugby league, or c) 
rugby union?
10. The artwork pictured above featuring a 
set of stairs where the usual laws of gravity 
do not apply, is by which artist? a) Salvadore 
Dali, b) M.C Escher or c) Pablo Picasso?

ANSWERS: 1. Drury Lane; 2. Patty and Selma; 3. c) Paul 
Henry; 4. b) Rhythm and Vines; 5. a) Mr Beast; 6. Madeleine 
McCann; 7. a) 0; 8. c) Orpah; 9. a) Cricket; 10. b) M.C. Escher.
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Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation • Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls • Laminate • Timber Planking

“Winter Warmer Carpet Sale”
on selected ranges of Solution Dyed

Nylon and Wool Carpets

SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchen Refurbishment
Laundry Refurbishment
Bathroom
Refurbishment

Outdoor Kitchens
Custom made Furniture
Retro-fit Double Glazing

For Top-notch Craftsmanship and Expertise
in Kitchens and Cabinerty

Pop into our Showroom 46 Johnston
Street, Waihi

Contact 021 818 150 Info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

New members
welcome!Fun and

friendly
club

SUBS:
New members (Beginners) $

Full members $

For more information:
Phone Rae 027 212 4624 or Ruth 021 262 4643

State Highway 2, Mangatarata
(next to the Hauraki Golf Club)

120

60

OPENING DAYOPENING DAY
Late September

Mission Statement:
To maintain a friendly, social and competitive club environment from

which to continue to promote tennis and squash to juniors and adults alike.
We aim to retain existing members and also encourage new members to join.
We will also provide high quality tennis and squash facilities available

to all members of the local community since 1923.
For all enquiries, Contact Bruce Nicol 021 781 560

The club have 11 tennis courts with lights
(4 plexipave, 7 astroturf courts)

and 2 squash courts.
Tennis and squash can be played all year around.

FUN • FITNESS • FRIENDS
FOR ALL AGES AND
FITNESS LEVELS

COME AND GIVE IT A GO

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space ADVERTISING FEATURE

Paton Kitchens - for kitchens designed around your life
It’s where the first coffee of the morning is 

made, where the kids raid the fridge after 
school, where mates pull up a stool for a yarn, 
and where good times are shared over a meal 
or a few cold ones.

Kitchens are more than just cabinetry and 
benchtops; they are spaces where everyday 
life happens and where thoughtful design can 
make a real difference to how people enjoy 
their homes.

For the team at Paton Kitchens, creating 
these spaces starts with understanding how 
each client lives and what they need from their 
home.

Whether it’s a new build, a complete renova-
tion or updating existing cabinetry, every pro-
ject begins with listening, planning and bringing 
ideas together into a space that feels uniquely 
theirs.

The newly redesigned Paton Kitchens show-
room at 33 Kohunui Street, Ngatea, gives 

homeowners the chance to explore ideas, 
touch and feel materials, and picture how their 
new space could come together.

Behind every kitchen is a team with decades 
of combined experience.

Founded by Malcolm Paton in 2009, Paton 
Kitchens will celebrate 17 years in business this 
November.

Malcolm leads the team alongside cabinet-
maker Ryan Hart, apprentice Cade Paton and 
Gateway student Logan Paton, with qualified 
interior designer Olivia Wootton and NKBA 
qualified kitchen & Interior designer Bernadette 
du Plooy bringing expertise to every design.

Proudly serving the Hauraki Plains, Coroman-
del and Waikato, Paton Kitchens continues to 
create quality kitchens built around the way 
Kiwis live.

Visit www.patonkitchens.co.nz or call into the 
Ngatea showroom to meet the team.

- Supplied by Paton Kitchens

Summer SportsSummer Sports ADVERTISING FEATURE

PAEROA TENNIS AND SQUASH CLUB
We host different events and game nights 
across both sports. 

Come along and try squash and tennis 
on Monday nights for tennis club night and 
women only squash night, all from 6pm. 

Squash mixed club nights are on Thurs-
days from 6pm. Have a go, it’s great for 
your fitness. Beginners are welcome. These 
organised evenings are a lot of fun. 

Three times a year we have a great com-
petition with our organised outside tourna-
ments for graded players on Friday nights 
and Saturdays. The club organises a lot of 

activities, but there is plenty of time for 
members to use the 11 tennis courts and 
two squash courts for their own games and 
practice. 

And club membership is for both squash 
and tennis facilities. Great value, great for 
fitness, great fun and all weather.

 For more information about squash, 
contact Bruce Nicol 021 781 560. And 
for tennis, contact Mandy Souchon 0274 
311640. 

HAURAKI BOWLS CLUB
We may be one of the smallest in the 

Thames Valley Region, but we think we 
punch well above our weight.

Located about 10 minutes Nor/West of 
Ngatea, the club is easy to find. There you 
will see a very well looked after grass green 
in one of the most picturesque spots in the 
Valley. 

We cater for all ages and abilities and are 
one of the few clubs which has two club 
days for members, along with the usual 
Open Triples Tournaments and Champ 
events. Our signature event is our two-day 
tournament which is very popular and has 
been running for more than 40 years. 

Something else in our favour is that we 
have floodlights - very useful when we host 
our quote, ‘seriously good’ Business House 
Competition in spring and summer. 

Luckily for us, we have plenty of bowls 
for people to use for this competition and 
for anyone wanting to try our sport. Of 
course, we have to mention the fact we are 
renowned for our hospitality and our food.

Our afternoon teas are the best around, 
(just think cinnamon oysters!) So come and 
see us; you will be ‘bowled’ over by what 
we have to offer. Contact: Rae 027 212 
4624 or Ruth 021 262 4643. 
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9

263

5
3

9
8

7
5

9
1

8
4

2
9

8
3

4
4

2
2

6
3

5
5

9
2

1
1

8
6

2
8

4
7

4
6

5
2

3
1

9
8

7
8

7
2

5
6

9
3

4
1

3
1

9
7

8
4

5
2

6
9

8
6

3
1

5
2

7
4

5
3

1
4

7
2

6
9

8
2

4
7

8
9

6
1

3
5

6
5

4
9

2
7

8
1

3
7

9
3

1
5

8
4

6
2

1
2

8
6

4
3

7
5

9

HA
RD

ME
DI

UM
EA

SY

3
8

1
2

9
6

7
3

8
3

5
6

2
4

3
9

2
4

1
8

5
4

3
5

8
1

7
3

8
6

1
4

2
5

9
1

9
5

2
8

3
4

7
6

6
2

4
7

9
5

1
3

8
3

4
9

5
2

6
7

8
1

2
5

6
8

7
1

3
9

4
8

7
1

3
4

9
5

6
2

4
1

7
9

3
8

6
2

5
5

8
2

1
6

7
9

4
3

9
6

3
4

5
2

8
1

7

3
6

5
8

2
7 9

5
2

8
7

7
8

3
5

6
5

1
4

5 1
9

8
4

6
2

1
3

9
8

4
6

7
5

2
8

6
5

2
7

1
4

9
3

2
7

4
3

9
5

8
1

6
4

5
2

1
3

8
9

6
7

7
8

1
9

6
4

2
3

5
6

9
3

5
2

7
1

8
4

3
1

8
4

5
2

6
7

9
5

2
6

7
1

9
3

4
8

9
4

7
6

8
3

5
2

1

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Party, 4 Friendly nation, 11 Vista, 14 Crumb, 15 Saudi Arabia, 16 Gauntlet, 19 Pandora, 20
Arson, 21 Strategic, 24 Messenger, 26 Florin, 27 Talons, 31 Gleam, 32 Airborne, 34 Handlebars, 38
Genuine, 39 Almond, 40 Dainty, 41 Visa, 42 Referee, 45 Watermelon, 50 Relayed, 54 Cosy, 55 Defect,
56 Shanty, 57 Erudite, 60 Supposedly, 61 Onlooker, 62 Abbey, 65 Canopy, 66 Popped, 67 Laundered,
72 Steamship, 73 Baton, 74 Withers, 79 Stubborn, 80 Light-headed, 81 Crude, 82 Drove, 83 Dead to the
world, 84 Ready.

DOWN: 2 Abroad, 3 Tamed, 5 Real, 6 Endorse, 7 Dragon, 8 Year, 9 Aviation, 10 Neaten, 11 Vindicated,
12 Sold, 13 Attends, 17 Trust, 18 Navigation, 22 Unfit, 23 Locality, 25 Evacuee, 26 Freedom, 28 Fleece,
29 Groove, 30 Editor, 33 Balsa, 35 Stand, 36 Once, 37 Idol, 42 Races, 43 Fishpond, 44 Eleven, 45
Wheelhouse, 46 Tutu, 47 Respond, 48 Enable, 49 Outdo, 51 Earn, 52 Audible, 53 Entree, 58 Hospitable,
59 Reins, 63 Optimist, 64 Begin, 65 Crossed, 68 Avocado, 69 Paired, 70 Daphne, 71 Traded, 75 Horse, 76
Ludo, 77 Chat, 78 Reel.
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ACROSS
1 Spherical map (5)
4 Insignificant amount
(1,4,2,3,5)
14 Lift or throw with
effort (5)
15 Scatter (5)
16 Pedantic fault-finding
(3-7)
17 Unit of capacity (5)
19 Frozen water (3)
20 Cul-de-sac (4,3)
21 Area under
jurisdiction (9)
22 Lemon acid (6)
25 Incomprehensible
chatter (9)
27 Sanctuary (6)
28 Food fish (6)
33 Fantasist (10)
35 Beverage (3)
36 Seabird (6)
37 Smudge (4)
39 Nonprofessional (3)
41 Bring into servitude
(7)
42 Arrival (6)
43 At present (9)
44 Gangway between
seats (5)
45 Torn up (8)
50 Printing unit of space
(2)
51 Storage for reading
material (8)
55 Rule over (5)
58 Australian tree with
edible nuts (9)
59 Captain (6)
60 Seller’s document (7)

61 By (3)
63 Corrosive liquid (4)
64 Immediately (2,4)
65 Flushed (3)
66 Boundaries (10)
68 Big gun (6)
69 Twosome (6)
71 Temporarily seized
by legal authority (9)
76 Scientific study of
plants (6)
77 Attorney (9)
79 Arrogantly superior
(7)
81 As well (3)
84 Spanish friend (5)
85 Appraisal (10)
86 Muggy (5)
87 Way in (5)
88 Very happy and
elated (2,3,2,3,5)
89 Desist (5)
DOWN
2 Drop rubbish (6)
3 Lose blood (5)
5 Speaker’s platform (4)
6 Subjugate (7)
7 Brings upon oneself
(6)
8 Screw (5)
9 With keenness (7)
10 Peaceful (4)
11 Reach (6)
12 Fear attack (5)
13 Old hand (7)
14 Rumour (7)
18 Not seen (10)
23 Muscle seizure (5)
24 Incinerator (7)
26 Eluding (anag)(7)

27 Dentist’s filler (7)
29 Home guard (7)
30 Protruding belly (6)
31 Narrow band (5)
32 Oddball (6)
34 Civil disorder (4)
36 Romany (5)
38 Verse (5)
40 Seep out (4)
45 Brazilian dance (5)
46 Noisy or
quarrelsome disturbance
(7)
47 Extinct bird (4)
48 Feeling of hostility
(6)
49 Strainer (5)
50 Magnify (7)
52 Decorative (10)
53 Gleeful chuckle (7)
54 Make fast (6)
55 Colourful arch (7)
56 Within reach (5)
57 Cry (4)
62 Shepherd’s staff (5)
67 Depict (7)
68 Factory restaurant
(7)
70 Sugar pill (7)
72 Distinguished
musician (7)
73 Military flag (6)
74 Perceptive (6)
75 Moral principles (6)
76 Footwear (5)
78 Show a response (5)
80 Measuring
instrument (5)
82 Horseback sport (4)
83 Thwart (4)

 SUDOKU               263
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

flooring

builder
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

www.castleonthecoast.co.nz
E: lola.castleonthecoast@gmail.com

Ph: 027 437 1195

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $3275 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3600 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5800

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

DAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G EDAV E  D O D D  D R A I N A G E
Registered Drainlayers

• Domestic / Commercial Drainage
• New Builds / Subdivisions 

Additions / Alterations
• Truck / Digger Hire • Septic Tanks

Free quotes • Friendly & Prompt service
Phone 0274 997 354

E:info@dodd-drainage.co.nz
Deep down you’re gonna love us!

drainage

air conditioning

When your grass gets tall we handle it all
• Lawn Mowing • Edging & Trimming
• Green Waste & Rubbish Removal
• One-off & Regular Services
• No job too big or small – just give us a call!
• Servicing Your Area
• Same-day or next-day service available
• Affordable rates – free quotes!

027 285 4981 / cutaahi@outlook.co.nz

CUTAA
HOME IMPROVEMENT

home improvement

Contact 021 514 497      glass@bakerjoinery.co.nz

• Glass Repairs
• Shower Glass

Member AMN
Masterglaziers network

Proudly supported 
by Metro Glass

• Retro-fit Double Glazing
• Insurance Quotes

glass & glazing

SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchens - Wardrobe Solutions 
Laundry - Bathrooms 

For top-notch craftmanship & expertise in kitchen & cabinetry
Contact 07 863 8962 / info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

or pop into our Show Room 46 Johnson Street Waihi

joinery

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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It’s been an “extremely busy year” so far for 
Hunts Homekills.
“I reckon that people are really conscious of 

what they’re spending and where their meat’s 
coming from,” owner Mike Wright said.

He thought the rise in beef schedule pricing  
might have been detrimental to the business, 
however, “it’s actually been the opposite”. 

“Even though it’s costing more to get a 
beast done, it’s still the cheapest option that 
there is. 

“With the vacuum packing and the quality 
packaging and stuff that we do - it lasts in your 
freezer for the whole year. You’re getting the 
best value.”

Mike, who leads a team of seven alongside 

wife Jodi, told The Profile they invested heav-
ily in machinery to improve their service and 
quality.

“Working alongside Nick’s Killing Services, 
we’ve just built our own killing set-up to be 
able to assist Nick and our customers even 
better.” 

While there is currently “a bit of a boom” in 
the homekill scene right now, September is 
usually a quieter month so there’s currently 
plenty of room for bookings. Give Mike and 
the team of experienced artisan butchers at 
Hunts Home Kills a call today.
DETAILS: Ph: 0800 250 939 or visit 
huntshomekills.nz.

- By Davidda Hikatangata

‘Best value’ at Hunts Home Kills
Top service and quality from the team at Hunts Home Kills.                 Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

HOUSE LIFTING
       NZ LTD

0800 2LIFTU
2 5 4 3 8 8

Onsite relocation, house lifting, house support for 
basement development, repiling and relevelling

admin@2liftu.co.nz

repiling

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• Rubbish & green   
  waste removal
• Lawns, hedges and  
  property tidy ups
• Deceased estate 
  clearing
• Gutters, windows 
  and water blasting
• Furniture moving 
  and more

property services

027 212 7750027 212 7750  027 212 7750 precisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nzprecisionwindscreens.co.nz

ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
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ON-SITE WINDSCREEN REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS

windscreens

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

 027 717 8001

windscreens

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens
CERTIFIED 
PLUMBER 

SPECIALISING IN

Brad Wilkie
022 400 1993      brad@peninsulaplubingsolutions.co.nz

Hot Water Cylinders
Residential & 
Commercial
Repairs &
Maintenance
Renovations
Roofing & Spouting
After Hours Service










 

plumber

• Qualified experienced 
   tree faller 
• Forestry or domestic.
• Forestry thinning .
• Portable sawmilling 
   and slapping.
• Firewood sales or 
   cutting.
• Wilding pine, 
   dangerous tree’s.

Phone Phil 021 944 419
Email trees2timbernz@gmail.com

tree felling

Lifeguards: Missing 
rescue equipment 
could put lives at risk
Waihī Beach Lifeguard Servic-

es is asking the community 
to help protect lifesaving equip-
ment after two public rescue buoys 
and a rope were removed from lo-
cal beach safety stations, including 
at Anzac Bay.

Public Rescue Equipment, 
known as PRE, is installed at key 
locations along the coastline from 
Waihī Beach to Bowentown and 
Anzac Bay so members of the pub-
lic can provide flotation support 
during a water emergency, par-
ticularly when beaches are unpat-
rolled. Removing a buoy or rope 
may seem harmless, but it could 
leave someone without access to 
critical rescue equipment when 
every second counts.

The equipment has already 
demonstrated its value, the club 
said. In February, just 60 days af-
ter a rescue buoy was installed at 
Anzac Bay, off-duty surf lifeguard 
Josh Coombridge used it to assist 
an older swimmer in difficulty. 
Two other people attempting to 
help were also being drawn to-
wards the channel, and the buoy 
provided vital flotation support 
while Josh helped all three return 
safely to shore.

Waihī Beach Lifeguard Services 
asks people to leave the equipment 
in place and talk to young people 
about its purpose and the poten-
tially devastating consequences if 
it is missing when needed.

“We need the public’s help. 
Please report anything missing 
or damaged to Waihī Beach Life-
guard Services. We encourage an-
yone who knows where the miss-
ing items are to return them to the 
club, no questions asked,” club 
chair Donna Pfefferle said. 

“Each rescue buoy costs the 
club around $140 to replace. As 
a charitable organisation, every 
dollar spent replacing missing 
equipment is a dollar that cannot 
be spent supporting our volunteer 
lifesaving service. These rescue 
buoys are specially designed for 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand and 
have very little practical use out-
side of a water rescue emergency.”

To make a report, the club rec-
ommends using WhatsApp or 
texting details of the missing or 
damaged items, the location, and a 
photo to 027 863 5108 or emailing 
info@waihibeachlifeguards.co.nz.

Replacement equipment is cur-
rently being arranged.

SPORTS
With Thames Men Firsts and Wom-
en’s games cancelled, attention 
turned to Thames Men Reserves, who 
ran out 3-2 winners in a pivotal derby 
clash against Hauraki Plains at Rhodes 
Park on Saturday.

The contest began in spirited fash-
ion, with the clubs’ geographical prox-
imity and the players’ familiarity with 
one another adding extra edge to the 
encounter.

Both sides enjoyed half-chances 
in the opening period, with Cam Loft 
in the Thames goal showing steady 
hands and good anticipation to 
smother attacks.

The deadlock was eventually bro-
ken just before the break. Thomas 
Hayward pressed the Hauraki back-
line into a mistake, breaking down 
the left before delivering a cross into 
the box. Club top scorer Jake Hudson 
reacted first, teeing the ball up before 
volleying in from close range for 1-0.

Thames doubled their lead just 
minutes into the second half. Two ex-
Hauraki Plains players combined, as 
Liam Gordon offloaded to Neil Hope, 
who meandered forward before un-
leashing a powerful shot that found 
the net.

The visitors responded quickly, pull-
ing one back when a long free-kick 
into the box found Steve Seth, who 
placed a volley into the far corner.

Chances started to flow as Hud-
son broke down the left and set Alex 
Langton up in the box, but his shot 

FOOTBALL

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

was tipped over well by Matt Vendt. 
Gordon and Hope both forced fur-
ther saves with long-range efforts as 
Thames started to control proceed-
ings. The spell of pressure paid off 
as Hudson added a third with a low, 
left-footed drive that sneaked in at 
the near post.

The game finished with a flourish 
of drama as Hauraki left their mark 
with a sending-off for veteran de-
fender Philip Higson before Duran 
Weaver-Smith curled in a brilliant 

free-kick to sign off an entertaining 
derby. Despite the win, Thames Re-
serves miss out on the promotion 
playoffs on goal-difference, coming 
up just two short.

“It was a great way to finish this 
stage of the season with another win 
against our local rivals,” coach Alex 
Langton said. “It’s a shame not to be 
able to fight for promotion, but you 
can be sure the boys will be back next 
season with even more fight.”

- Jonathan Coles

Jake Hudson scores a double for Thames in a 3-2 win.         Photo: MARK BROWN



PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper 

to everyone, sometimes we just cannot 
achieve this. If you are one of the few who did 

not receive your weekly paper, 
please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, 
Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea 
Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC 
Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa 
Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/
Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, 
Fresh Choice Waihi, Kenny St Dairy
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull 
Service Station, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St 
Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, 
Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy   KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy
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TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Gardening

Cleaning

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman

Handyman Services

An experienced handyman covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Painter

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Situation
 Vacant

Situation Vacant

Storage
STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Land Wanted

Piano Tuner

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

Death Notices Tutoring

Public Notice

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Monday Noon
Personal

For Lease

For Sale

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Builder

The Valley Profile’s 
Paeroa office is now 

closed
To place an advertisement 
Ph 022 130 3885 or email 
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

For editorial or to order newsprint 
roll ends, 

email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

www.valleyprofile.co.nz 
The Coromandel App

Land wanted to lease, 
up to 40 hectares, 
Hauraki Plains or 
surrounds, long term. Ph 
027 278 5384

FULL TIME QUALIFIED 
DIESEL, TRACTOR, MOTORCYCLE OR 

SMALL MOTORS MECHANICS REQUIRED 
Monday - Friday.

 Must be a team player and have a full drivers licence.
Send CV to andrew@centralmotors.co.nz 

or phone Andrew  on 027 285 0349

Wanted. Part time 
caregiver for totally 
disabled lady in Thames. 
Good wages and 
conditions. Phone 021 
2863580

Tutoring 
 ∙ English 

∙ Mathematics 
∙ Computing

Local, motivational, 
one-on-one support. 
All ages welcome.

$30 per hour 
– flexible bookings.

Phone Lisa 
021 474933

www.aim4ways.co.nz

Firewood for sale
$110 per cube
Phone Mark  
0276558661

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned now
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

Victoria Battery
TramwaySociety Inc.

AGM
Sunday 23rd August 

2026
1.00pm

Victoria Battery 
Museum

❤ Caring Introductions for 
Genuine People ❤

Ready to meet someone special?
Our caring, experienced matchmakers 

personally introduce genuine ladies and 
gentlemen seeking friendship, companionship, 

and a lasting relationship.
No computers. No online dating. Just personal 

introductions arranged with care.
Call today for a friendly, 

confidential chat.
0800 446 332 

Builder available. 
Maintenance/altera-
tions/fences etc. Great 
rates. Ph Mark 022 344 
0629

Faithfull Hands 
Cleaning Service. 
Exterior, interior and 
property maintenance. 
Ph  Rob 027 4694 334

EGAN, Dallas Mary:
18-10-34 -- 3-7-2026. A 
celebration of Dallas’ life is to 
be held on Saturday August 
22nd, 11am at Twentyman’s 
venue rooms on Kirkwood 
St, Thames. Welcoming all 
family and friends.

LEE, Patricia Anne:
Of Paeroa. Passed away on 
07-08-2026, peacefully with 
family at home in Komata. 
As to Pat’s wishes there will 
be a private family service 
only.

Wanted to Lease/
Rent land, Anything 
considered, with or 
without house. Please 
call/text Richard 027 
933 2015

When I was younger, a 
mate and I decided 

we were going to run a half 
marathon.

We figured we should 
probably get some training 

in, so we went for a 12-kilometre run one 
afternoon. It went okay. Bit of a sweat, but 
manageable.

So naturally, we decided we were ready for 
the big one — a full marathon.

Race day came. We lined up, confident, 
buzzing, feeling like elite athletes. The start-
ing gun fired, and off we shot like we were 
chasing gold.

Five minutes in, my mate got a stitch and 
dropped back to a walk. I kept going, but not 
long after, a man in his 80s cruised past me 
and said, “You’re not gonna let an old timer 
like me beat you, are ya?”

It was brutal.
I dragged myself over the finish line with 

a bang-average time, collapsed, wrecked 
my arches, developed shin splints, and had 
to get orthotics. All because we thought we 
could just try harder and it would be sweet.

The goal wasn’t impossible. But we had 
the wrong mindset. We thought effort alone 
could carry us. But growth doesn’t come 

from trying harder. It comes from training.
Trying harder gives you a short burst. 

Training builds something lasting.
These days, I run pretty regularly. I’m not 

training for a marathon, but honestly, if I 
had to run one now, I’d be much more pre-
pared. Not because I’d push harder — but 
because I’ve built the strength, slowly, over 
time.

It’s the same with anything in life.
You’ve got a dream? A goal? A type of per-

son you want to become?
Don’t just grit your teeth and push. Build 

habits. Find a rhythm. Introduce practice. 
That’s where change happens — in the re-
peat, not the rush.

Practice grows confidence. Training 
builds resilience.

So ask yourself: what’s something you 
want to grow in right now?

Then ask: what’s a small thing I can prac-
tice today?

Because you don’t get better by accident. 
You get better by showing up — again and 
again.

You don’t get better 
by trying harder

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Thrive Trust, 
supporting mentoring and resilience programmes 
across Thames and Paeroa. To support his local 
youth work or follow stories and insights, find him 
on social media @michaelwilkes.kiwi. Enjoy these 
articles? Grab his book The Unschooled Life at 
michaelwilkes.kiwi.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Albi and the Wolves to perform
Hot on the back of their European tour, 
Albi and the Wolves bring their foot tap-
ping eclectic folk music to the Kauaeranga 
Hall on August 16 at 3pm

Albi & The Wolves set fire to stages and 
fill hearts with hope with their energetic 
and relatable alternative indie folk songs. 

Chris Dent, the proud albino frontman 
Albi, Pascal Roggen, and Micheal Young 
have crafted a stage show that’s brimming 
with energy and moments to pause for re-
flection.

The band has a huge sound that is simply 
created by an acoustic guitar, electric violin, 
double bass and their voices. Since 2014 
they have gone from strength to strength 
touring in Australia, New Zealand and 
Rarotonga and in 2018 they took home the 
Best Folk Artist Award at the NZVMA’s.

What makes the band special is the sense 
of community that follows them every-
where they go so whether it’s connection 
through dance, laughter, or singing audi-
ences feel radiant after shows and keep 
coming back for more..

Meet Sienna, a gorgeous cream-coloured 
mixed-breed puppy who is just under four 
months old and waiting patiently for her 
forever family.

All of Sienna’s siblings have now been 
adopted, leaving this sweet girl on her own. 
She has already had a wonderful introduc-
tion to family life, spending time in a loving 
foster home where she thrived. Her toilet 
training was started, and she became accus-
tomed to the sights, sounds and routines of 
everyday home life.

Sienna is a true cuddle bug who loves be-
ing close to her people. She particularly en-
joys snuggling in for hugs and has formed a 
lovely friendship with her Pug foster sibling, 
happily playing together before curling up 
side by side. She has also adored spending 
time with the young boy in her foster home, 
showing herself to be gentle, patient and af-
fectionate around children.

Sienna is a wonderfully quiet girl, rarely 
barks, and is already learning to walk nicely 

Sweet Sienna is a true cuddle bug
Pet ProfilePet Profile

on a lead. She can be a little observant in 
new surroundings, but with someone she 
trusts close by, she takes everything in her 
stride.

Sienna is desexed, vaccinated and mi-
crochipped. If you think she could be your 
perfect match, contact Thames SPCA to 
arrange a meeting.
DETAILS: More info: www.spca.nz/adopt/ani-
mal/669345/puppy-sienna-thames.

Sienna’s 
siblings have 
now been 
adopted.
SUPPLIED
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Mangatawhiri 262fPinnacleHillRoad

1.34ha 6 3 4
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu3Sep2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View9-9.30amSun 16Aug
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
IanBuchanan021 647 192
ian.buchanan@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
BAYLEYSREALESTATELTD,PUKEKOHE,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Designedformemorable familymoments
Sethighabovethesurroundingcountryside, thisexceptionalpropertyenjoyssweepingrural views fromabeautifully
designed279.8sqm(moreor less)homefeaturing fourbedrooms,anoffice, twobathrooms,underfloorheating,
spacious livingareas, andaqualitykitchenwithstonebenchtops, agenerous island,andscullery.Seton 1.34hectares
(moreor less), thepropertyalso includesaseparateprivate two-bedroomdwelling, a swimmingpool,generous
outdoorentertainingareas, andasubstantial three-bayshed.Sought-afterMangatawhiri location, approximately20
minutes to theBombaymotorway interchange,30minutes toPukekohe,40minutes toAucklandAirport, and55
minutes toHamilton.

bayleys.co.nz/2630264

Ngatea 168bBushRoad

6,742sqm 4 3
AskingPrice $985,000
View3-3.30pmSun 16Aug
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Enjoymorespacewithoutgivingupconvenience
Blendingtimelessappealwithmoderncomfort, thisbeautifullypresented204sqm(moreor less)home isdesigned
for relaxed family living.The layout features fourbedrooms, twobathrooms,adedicatedoffice, spaciousopen-plan
living, a separate lounge,andagenerouscountry-stylekitchen.Acosywindowseatcaptures the ruraloutlook,while
the6,742sqm(moreor less)groundsprovidesspace forchildren togrowupalongside the familypets, creating
lastingmemories foryears tocome.With theThamesCoastnearby for fishingandboating, andtheCoromandel
Peninsulawithineasy reach for familybeachdays, this location isperfectlyplacedtoenjoy theoutdoors.

bayleys.co.nz/2630186
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TeKauwhata 50SwanRoad

5,010sqm 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 10Sep2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.45-11.15amSun 16Aug
&12.45-1.15pmSun23Aug
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
BrendonPulman0225300902
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Aplacewhere family life takescentrestage
Discovera lifestyleproperty inTeKauwhataofferinggenerousproportions, contemporarycomfort, andconvenience.
This312sqm(moreor less) familyhomefeatures fourbedrooms, includingaspaciousmasterwithensuite, two large
livingareas, anda familybathroom.Largewindows fill thehomewithnatural lightandcapture rural views.Opposite
WaikareGolfClub,withLakeWaikareandtheWaikatoRivernearby,enjoyboating, fishing,walking, andcycling.Local
schools, shops, cafés, andNewWorldarecloseby,whilePukekohe(30mins),Bombay(27mins),Hamilton(40mins),
andAuckland's southernsuburbs (around 1 hour)areallwithineasy reach.

bayleys.co.nz/2630266

Waiterimu 96MangapikoValleyRoad

5,815sqm 5 2 4
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 10Sep2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12.15-12.45pmSun 16Aug
&2.15-2.45pmSun23Aug
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Elevatedmodern livingwithexpansive ruralviews
Fromthemomentyouarrive, theelevatedoutlookandcleanarchitectural linesset the tone for this thoughtfully
designed lifestyleproperty.Thecontemporary327sqm(moreor less)homehasbeendesignedtocaptureexpansive
rural views,withgenerousopen-plan living flowingseamlessly to theoutdoors.At itsheart, thedesignerkitchen
featuresa large islandbenchandscullery,while thespacious livingareaopens toanexpansivedeck forentertaining.
Themaster suite includes twowalk-inwardrobes, anensuite, anddeckaccess to thespapool.Establishedgrounds
andshelterplantingprovideprivacy,while the locationofferseasyaccess toTeKauwhata,Morrinsville, andHamilton.

bayleys.co.nz/2630249
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Whitianga 12-14BryceStreet

1,622sqm 430sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior)2pm,Thu3Sep2026
1030VictoriaStreet,
Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Whereto fromhere?
• 1,622sqm(moreor less)across twofreehold titles
• Existingbackpackeraccommodation layoutwithowner's residence
• Commercial andmixed-usezoningoffering future flexibility
• PrimeWhitiangaCBDlocationnear shops, cafés,marinaandwaterfront

Returning to themarket, this substantial accommodationpropertyoffersexisting infrastructureandendlesspotential.
Re-establishaccommodation,providestafforcontractorhousing,orexplorealternative residentialorcommercial
uses (subject toany requiredconsents). Secure the foundationsanddecidewhere theygonext.

bayleys.co.nz/2202350

Artist's impression

Whangamata 105ALindsayRoad

3,032sqm

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
4pm,Wed9Sep2026
7TheEsplanade,
Whitianga
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Brandnewunits inWhangamata
• Secureabrand-newunitbeforecompletion
• High-spec industrial andcommercialdesign
• Located ina tightlyheld industrialprecinct

Construction is set tobeginonWhangamatā'snewest industrial andcommercial hub,offering theopportunity to
secureabrand-newwarehouseorcommercialpremisesbeforecompletion.Designed forowner-occupiersand
investorsalike, thesehigh-specunitswill providemodern, functional space ina tightlyheld industrial locationwith
limited futuresupply.

bayleys.co.nz/2202325
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

Ezekiel Judd flies through with a try for Hauraki.                                                                             Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Sonny Baggs holds off his opponent.

One final roar
Hauraki supporters cheered from 

the sidelines at Davies Park in 
Huntly for the Waikato Rugby League 
2026 Senior A Grand Final on August 
8. That’s when the Hauraki Tigers 
faced the Tahaaroa Steelers for their 
last game of the season, with the 
Steelers taking the win with a score 
of 36-26. “It wasn’t our day today, 
but making it to the Grand Final is 
an achievement our boys should be 
proud of,” the Hauraki Tigers said. 

“To every Tigers supporter who filled 
the sidelines, made the noise, wore 
the black and gold and backed our 
boys right until the final whistle - 
thank you. The support our team 
has received throughout this season 
has been incredible, and today 
showed just how strong the Tigers 
whānau really is. Win or lose, we 
stand together.” Reporter DAVIDDA 
HIKATANGATA witnessed the final 
clash.

Rimu Alexander boots the ball.

Ezekiel Judd charges. Kaleb Paraku shoots the gap. 

Riva Keith storms through.

Moses Tuivoavoa leaves them all behind.

SPORTS Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz


