Firearms incidents in Coroglen, Waihi, P3

By KELLEY TANTAU

A- Waihi family is seeking to
ake urgent home changes
for their son, whose rare neuro-
logical condition is rapidly taking
away his independence.
Tina Wright says life changed
dramatically two-and-a-half years
ago when her son, Daniel Wright,
was diagnosed with neurodegen-
erative ataxia, a condition that
causes progressive damage to the
brain.
Daniel, 46, had been working as
a cook at an end-of-life care facil-
ity in Rotorua when early symp-
toms began to appear.
“He had very sore knees for a
while and was using a walking
stick,” Tina told The Profile. “[He]
had a couple of accidents that
seemed strange and showed his
coordination was out of kilter.”
After several doctor and hospi-
tal visits, Daniel was referred to a
neurologist. The diagnosis came
eight months later.
“It became obvious that he
couldn’t keep working; howev-
er, that in itself brought more
problems,” Tina said. “On just

one wage, they couldn’t afford £

their rental and were facing
living in their car.”

Daniel and his wife Eliza
moved in with his parents on
September 30, 2024.

At that stage, he could still
walk short distances using
sticks and hoped he might re-
turn to work. But over the past
year, his condition has declined
significantly.

He is now permanently reliant
on a motorised wheelchair, has
use of only one arm, and is los-
ing both his speech and hearing.
He has no feeling in his face and
mouth, making eating difficult
and increasing the risk of choking.

“When they first came to live
with us, we bought a cabin so that
they had their own place, but after
12 months, he couldn’t manage

)
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the three steps up or down from
the room,” Tina said.

Despite Tina and her husband
Keith'’s efforts to adapt their home
- including building a deck with
two ramps so that Daniel could get
outside in the summer - the family

Daniel Wright
at his Waiht

home, where his

family is working

to make modifica-

tions to support his
care. INSET: Mum Tina

is asking the community

for help. Photos: SUPPLIED

has reached a critical point. They
now need to convert their bath-
room into a wheelchair-accessible
wet room - a project expected to
cost around $25,000.

If they can’t renovate the bath-
room, Daniel will need to go into

WATER TANKS

2710-30,000 Litre s
BEST VALUE
FREE DELIVERY &

plastics

07 868 6191

97 Ngati Maru H/Way, Kopu

care.

“Daniel is only 46. He and Eliza
have been married for 16 years,”
Tina said. “He doesn’t want to go
into care as that would mean a rest
home or Waihi hospital [and] he
and Eliza don’t want to be sepa-

rated. “Putting in the cabin and
the deck has used up all our sav-
ings and we just couldn’t afford to
do the bathroom.”

Tina and Keith are both pen-
sioners, with Tina well-known

CONTINUED ON P2
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Less mow, more grow as rate rises slow

By KELLEY TANTAU

R%sidents tuning into an online Thames-
oromandel District Council town hall on
April 23 heard proposals to scale back mowing
and garden maintenance as part of efforts to
rein in rising rates.

The changes, which could save up to
$450,000 annually, form part of the council’s
draft 2026/27 annual plan, which targets a
rates increase of no more than 3.8 per cent.

Under the proposal, mowing would occur
less frequently across parks, cemeteries, road
berms and medians, while seasonal flower
beds would be replaced with simpler, lower-
maintenance planting. Some shrub gardens
could be removed or maintained less often,
and the council is also proposing to stop its an-
nual Onehunga weed spraying programme.

The change would lower the average rates in-
crease by $17.94, or 0.38 per cent.

During the town hall, one attendee ques-
tioned whether reducing garden maintenance
could make public spaces appear “untidy and
unkempt,” potentially deterring tourists and
leading to increased litter and vandalism.

Mayor Peter Revell acknowledged the con-
cern about how reduced maintenance could af-
fect the district’s appearance, but said the vis-
ual impact might not be as significant as some
feared - particularly during winter.

“One of the things that did become appar-
ent to us when it was proposed... was that in
the winter, we’re in a situation where the grass
doesn’t grow quite as quickly as it does in
spring and autumn, but also when we go mow-
ing in the winter, the mowers can just carve the
soil and make things sort of ugly.

“So there is an element where perhaps re-
ducing mowing over those winter periods may
not visually have the impact that perhaps we
all think when we say, ‘well, we’re not going to
mow something for two months’.”

However, he accepted that maintaining the
district’s image remained important.

“We do want our district to look good. It’s
about getting the balance right,” he said.

Thames-Coromandel District Council cur-
rently maintains more than 200mz2 of garden
beds in “high-profile locations” that require re-
placing annually - including flower beds.

The draft annual plan proposes to replace
these beds with lower-maintenance options
such as shrubs, grass, or in some cases, hard
surfaces.

The proposal would also see the council re-
view and reduce the number of roads classed
as “tourist routes” that currently receive regu-
lar berm mowing. In areas removed from the
list, mowing would stop, while remaining sites
- such as traffic islands, median strips, council-
managed land and berms near properties with
existing agreements - would continue to be
maintained, but less frequently.

Mayor Revell stressed the proposals were
part of a broader effort to address what he de-
scribed as “unsustainable” rates increases in
recent years.

“We've been very single-minded in ensuring
we are putting in place for the next annual plan,
arate increase which is significantly lower than
what we have experienced over the last three or
four years,” he said. “But in order to get there,
we're having to make some tough choices.”

A final feedback forum will be held with the
full council on Thursday, May 7.

Help needed

CONTINUED FROM P1

in Waihi for her generosity, having
run The Gift Box community food
pantry for five years. She was also
a Hauraki District Council OnYa
Award recipient in 2022 for her
services to the community.

Alongside painting and selling
garden signs and ponytail beanies,
the family has set up a Givealittle
page to help fund the bathroom
upgrade - which has so far raised
around $8000.

The project involves removing
the existing shower and basin and
installing a watertight, non-slip
wet room that Daniel can safely ac-
cess in his wheelchair. “We need to
get the bathroom sorted as soon as
we possibly can,” Tina said.

“Just a couple of days ago, Dan-
iel had a spasm that affected his
whole body. He couldn’t move in
any direction. It could have been
really nasty but Keith managed to
squeeze into the bathroom and get
him sat down and gradually the
muscle relaxed and he could be
taken back to bed. With the Giveal-
ittle page - we have been so touched
by the generosity of strangers and
the Waihi community,” she said.
“Having to ask for help is a very
humbling experience - Waihi defi-
nitely has a heart of gold.”

DETAILS: To donate, visit givealittle.
co.nz/cause/wright-way-to-shower
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Coming from Thursday 14 Ma

For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

The Sheep Detectives (109 mins) PG. In this witty, new mystery, George (Hugh Jackman) is a shepherd
who reads detective novels to his beloved sheep every night, assuming they can’t possibly understand. But
when a mysterious incident disrupts life on the farm, the sheep realise they must become the detectives. As
they investigate human suspects, they prove that even sheep can be brilliant crime-solvers.

A Private Life (Special Mothers Day advance screening) (103 mins) M. French comedy starring
Jodie Foster. When renowned psychiatrist Lilian Steiner learns of the death of one of her patients she is deeply
troubled. Convinced that it was murder, she decides to investigate... (Sunday 10 May 3.40pm).

The Devil Wears Prada (119 mins) M. Almost 20 years after their iconic turns as Miranda, Andy, Emily and
Nigel—Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway, Emily Blunt and Stanley Tucci return to the fashionable streets of New York
City and the sleek offices of Runway Magazine in the eagerly awaited sequel to the 2006 phenomenon.

Michael (130 mins) M. Musical biographical drama telling the story of Michael Jackson’s life from lead
of the Jackson Five to how his creative ambition led him to become the biggest entertainer in the world.
Michael has surpassed Oppenheimer for the biggest opening day ever for a biographical film.

: Caterpillar. Set in a run-down Wellington villa in 2003, Caterpillar
follows three women living separate lives under one leaky roof. 16yo Cassie is all bravado and vulnerability
as she searches for belonging. Her mother Maxine, 52, is a formidable single parent and flmmaker on the
brink of a long-awaited breakthrough—if she can land a star. Holding everything together is Huia, Cassie’s
grandmother, 80, whose life has been defined by quiet service to family and a private obsession with
raising monarch caterpillars, dreaming of one day witnessing the legendary butterfly migration in Mexico.
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Council charts clearer path for pool

By KELLEY TANTAU

clearer path forward for the

ture of the Thames Centen-

nial Pool has been approved by a

council committee, following calls

from the public to “get stuck in”
and move the project ahead.

The Thames Centennial Pool,
built in the 1970s, is nearing the
end of its life and must be removed
by 2027 under an agreement with
Ngati Maru, with the site at Tai-
pari Reserve to be restored. The
decommissioning process is ex-
pected to take around 18 months.

Last week, Thames-Coroman-
del District Council’s Infrastruc-
ture and Finance Committee
agreed to recommend a more
structured, long-term approach to
progressing a new aquatic facility,
shifting the project from a series of
investigations into a co-ordinated
programme of work.

The proposed programme will
bring together multiple work-
streams under a formal govern-
ance structure, aimed at ensuring
decisions were “evidence-based,
affordable, and achievable” and in
line with the council’s wider plan-
ning - particularly ahead of the
2027-2037 Long Term Plan.

The decision followed a public
forum presentation from Thames
resident Anne Barker, who urged
councillors to support the recom-
mendations and push the project
forward.

“There is a desperate need for a
competition standard pool that is
supported not only by committed
local people, but by our council,
so that pool provision is not con-
demned to hobble along lurching
from one economic crisis to the

next,” she said.

Anne told the committee
Thames was the logical location for
such a facility, describing it as the
district’s service centre and warn-
ing it should not be left “a desert”
without any aquatic provision.

“Last year the LAWA [Land, Air,
Water Aotearoa] site listed the
presence of E.coli in the Kauaea-
ranga river and it failed to meet
water quality standards,” she said.
“The sea around Thames is more
liquid mud with a drizzle of water
over the top. Where will our chil-
dren be able to safely play and de-
velop life-saving water skills if not
in a pool?”

The proposed structure put for-

The Thames Centennial Pool is nearing the end of its life and must be removed by 2027.

ward to committee members will
see a steering group overseeing the
project, supported by senior coun-
cil staff, a dedicated programme
manager, and representatives
from council, mana whenua and
the community, with separate
workstreams covering funding,
community partnerships, policy
development, the closure of the
existing pool, and construction of
a new facility.

At the meeting, Thames ward
councillor Greg Hampton sup-
ported the recommendation, say-
ing the process was well thought
out and robust; however, he clari-
fied it did not lock council into any
“particular direction or investment

-

File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

at this point in time”.

“At any stage through the pro-
posed programme development,
council will be updated and have
the ability to provide direction,
change direction, and so forth,”
he said. “So I think this is a well-
pitched programme that recom-
mends a way forward, [a way] we
can get progress, but still include
council and community in that de-
cision.”

The next steps include setting
up a steering group to oversee
the project, confirming key roles
across the programme, and begin-
ning regular meetings to “provide
oversight and endorse workstream
priorities”.

Firearms
incident in
Coroglen

Armed Police were deployed to
the Coromandel on April 28 after
reports of a firearm sighting at a
property.

The incident began at around
7pm on Tairua Whitianga Rd in
Coroglen, a Police spokesperson
confirmed. “Police attempted to
engage with the man, however he
did not respond to calls to exit the
address,” the spokesperson said.

“A cordon was established and
Police continued to appeal to the
man, and then deployed tactical
options including a drone and
gas.”

The 37-year-old man was taken
into custody about 3am, and Po-
lice recovered two air rifles from
the address. He was due to appear
in Hamilton District Court on
April 29 on a charge of presenting
a firearm/restricted weapon, and
was remanded in custody. He is
scheduled to reappear on May 4.

Meanwhile, three people were
forced to shelter at the nearby
Coroglen Tavern while the Police
operation was underway. The
business later acknowledged the
incident via a social media post.

“We are all okay and our
thoughts are not with those
closely involved. We're incredibly
grateful to the Police and emer-
gency services for the work they
do, keeping everyone safe,” the
post read.

The Coroglen Tavern declined
to comment to The Valley Profile,
saying they wanted to respect the
privacy of the family involved.

KPERTEEZ

- TOTAL IMAGE

g CREEN

¢*EMBROIDERY
¢SUBLIMATION

¢HEAT PRESS
¢+ GRAPHIC DESIGN

- MENS

HOODIES TEES POLOS FLEECE
CAPS SOFT SHELL DRI-GEAR
HIVIZ TOTES BEAMIES

JACKETS

totalimage@xtra.co.nz
027 351 4744

Snowden’s

WEAR -

For year round wear
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everything.

Visit instore
to see our range.

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
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For five
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the Coromandel
Peninsula get
the job done with
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and expert
advice.
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the outdoors -
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covered. Visit us
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308 Pollen St, Thames
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PH 07 868 6128 PH 07 865 9027 PH 07 863 8787 PH 07 866 5726

Sleep Essentials Sale ends 19.05.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer, See in- store for details. 30-Day Comfort
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New look, focus for
business advocates

By ALICE PARMINTER

he Thames Business Associa-

tion (TBA) is in the midst of
a major transition after recent
staff changes, and is looking to
its members to determine its next
steps forward.

Chief executive Sue Lewis-
O’Halloran stepped down at the
end of 2025 after five years, mark-
ing the end of paid staff as the TBA
adopts a volunteer-led structure.

The association is now run by
a committee of Thames locals.
Robyn Forster, Adrian Hunt, Stu
Robinson, Karyn Russell, Peter
Richardson, and Nicole Phillips
own businesses in and around
Thames, and they have begun
work on a new charter and strat-
egy to ensure the association is
providing value to its members.

The changes are largely being
shaped by feedback from a recent
member survey and discussion
forum, committee member Nicole
told The Profile. “The overwhelm-
ing response that we have had
from the forum was that members
were so refreshed that we were
asking them, involving them in
the planning,” she said. “They felt
really heard and engaged. And I
think that participation has cre-
ated a lot of positive momentum.
We've had members emailing
through ideas - they’re putting
their voice forward.”

Planning for the changes has
already begun, with the TBA call-
ing for tenders to revamp its busi-
ness website and develop a public
member directory. The website
was likely to be up and running

within six months, Nicole said.

The TBA is also planning to
develop member-only resources
such as online service hubs.

“The website and an active
member directory were really im-
portant to our members,” Nicole
said. “We’re really hopeful that
the new digital platform and new
brand and things that we’re work-
ing on will help with that.”

Advocacy and  security/crime
prevention was to remain as key
functions of the TBA, Nicole said.

“What members really valued
in Sue’s role was that advocacy,”
Nicole said. “We can’t provide you
with legal advice... we can use our
networks for introduction and
support [but] we had to redefine
with our members what advocacy
looked like for them and how we
can support them with issues.

“The security, crime prevention
was something that was really
valued and an angle that we went
with there was updating the terms
and conditions and the scope of
our BizWatch, which is that busi-
ness network [for] information
sharing around anti-social behav-
iour and things that are happening
in Thames.”

And although the association
will continue to organise events
such as the Santa Parade, and run
the Thames Info Centre, Nicole
said the TBA’s main focus now
will be its members. “That was
the tourist audience rather than
the business audience. We're not
dropping any balls... we're try-
ing to focus on the things that the
members are asking for most.”

Storm costs estlmated at $5 83m

By ALICE PARMINTER

Damage from January 21’s
tropical storm is expected to
cost the Hauraki District around
$5.8 million to repair, according
to a document tabled at the coun-
cil’s April 8 meeting.

Costs include $1.19 million for
roading network repairs, up to
$4.38 million for repair and re-
silience improvements to the Oh-
inemuri river trail, up to $60,000
for dune repair, an estimated
$50,000 for repairs to the Waihi
Wastewater Treatment Plant,
around $50k to remediate slips at
the Whiritoa Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant, and up to $100k to
repair the boardwalk at Waih1’s
Gilmour Lake.

The report showed the weather
event resulted in a cumulative
rainfall of more than 350mm over
24 hours in Whiritoa, and 370mm
in Golden Valley. Two red stick-
ers, seven yellow stickers, and
three white stickers were issued to
properties affected by the storm.

In Whiritoa, the slips at the
wastewater  treatment  plant
caused the ponds to overflow di-
rectly to the river for several days,
resulting in a notice to avoid swim-
ming at the southern end of the
beach. General manager of ser-
vice delivery Adrian de Laborde
told councillors the overflow was
mostly stormwater, and while it
was untreated it would have been
significantly diluted. The council
is undertaking geotechnical work
to determine the extent of the
damage and identify what remedi-
al work will be needed, the report
said. A planned project to upgrade
the plant is also on hold while the
site is repaired.

During the meeting, councillors
also heard a report from the Wa-
ter Services Team, containing up-
dates on the district’s water treat-
ment plant upgrade projects.

Two new raw water tanks are
now operational at the Kerepehi
Water Treatment Plant, the re-
port said, doubling the Plains Net-
work’s raw water storage capacity.

In Waitakaruru, investigations
are underway to determine the
cause of multiple power interrup-
tions which have caused several
disruptions to its operation.

Meanwhile, divers were needed
at the Paeroa Water Treatment
Plant to clear a hardened silt layer
and large rocks obstructing the
intake screen at the Waitawheta
River after the January storm.

Meanwhile, the council has
also approved funding of up to
$10,000 plus GST for Paeroa Ro-
tary from its Community Develop-
ment Grant, as well as a one-off
grant of $1700 for community
magazine Whiritoa Tidings.

Up to $4. 38 million will be spent on repairs to the Ohinemuri River Trail.

The Rotary grant will go towards
a beautification project along
Paeroa’s main street, involving
initiatives such as floral planters,
dog water bowls, and decorative
lighting. Rotary said the project
will “create a more vibrant and
welcoming town centre”.

Whiritoa Tidings will use its
grant to help cover printing costs
for the magazine, which is pub-
lished seven times a year. The
magazine’s grant application said
the grant was needed due to ris-
ing printing costs stemming from
the fuel crisis. Councillors debated
the grant’s approval; while they
agreed the magazine met the cri-
teria for the fund by contributing
to the vibrancy of the Whiritoa
community, some said it could set
a precedent of council providing a
“blank cheque” to bolster commu-
nity news organisations.

In the end, most of the coun-
cillors agreed to a one-off grant
for Whiritoa Tidings, with four
against.
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LUNCH BRAR

= & CATERINGE ™

FOR ALL YOUR
CATERING

NEEDS$

~

For all your catering needs, Weddings, Funerals,
Meetings, Team Building days, Parties,
any occasion you need catered.

50-Seat Function Room available
(Burton’s Out the Back)

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 022 380 9735

Email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com

Our communities hold deep knowledge of how this land
works, in good seasons and difficult ones. Together,
working alongside a Community Panel drawn from across
the plains, we are planning how we adapt the ways we
live, work and play as our climate continues to change.

Can’t make it on the day?

Share your thoughts on our Kérero Mai
page https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
hauraki-plains-adaptation-plan, or find

Our Plains, Our Future

Hauraki Plains Adaptation Planning

This May, our team is coming to you. Come along to hear
what we're learning about how flooding could change
across our district, and where the project is heading next.
We want to hear from you too — your knowledge of this
place, and what matters most to you here, will shape the
decisions ahead.

Come see
us at our
open days!

Ngatea Market — Sunday 10 May, Ngatea Memorial Hall
Torua Market — Sunday 17 May, TGrua Hall

Website: burtoncatering.co.nz out more at Storymap. STORYMAP KORERO MAI
Facebook: @burtonscatering _
This project is partially funded by central Waikato —
i o o -Fri t's Better Off Fundi kage t = o= -
Lunch Bar opening hours: 7:30am-3pm Monday-Friday government’s| e[e[beei;gjg‘f unding package to NN HAURAKI

OUALITY EVERYTIME

PROFESSIONAL, HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KiLL
PROCESSING AVAILABLE
CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING
OPEN Mon - Fri 7.00am until 5.30pm
SH25 Matatoki 07 862 6959
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LONG TIME SUPPORTERS OF

Celebrating 50 years of Hauraki Netball — and proud to
stand alongside a club built on teamwork, commitment
and community.

Karl and the Bayleys Country team have been long

time supporters of Hauraki Netball, backing the players,
volunteers and whanau who make this organisation what
it is today. Community sport plays a vital role in bringing
people together, and it’s a privilege to support a club
with such a strong local legacy.

BAYLEYS TOP OVERALL RURAL SALESPERSON
RURAL SALESPERSON OF THE YEAR 2022, 2023 & 2024
2026 REINZ &

IEI 'I-': Karl Davis
#~r Country and Lifestyle Sales
# 0508 83 83 83 | karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

=V \\dH ¢l ALTOGETHER BETTER Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services
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For half a century the Hauraki Plains
Netball Centre has been more than just
a place to gather for sport.

It’s been a cornerstone of the commu-
nity that’s shaped players, friendships and
memories for generations.

Current life member Jane Robinson, who
is one of three current living life members,
said before the centre was formed, teams
from Hauraki Plains College travelled on
buses to play Saturday morning netball in
Paeroa for many years.

Women from the Plains also joined teams
in the Paeroa competition.

In late 1975, the then principal of Hauraki
Plains College Bert O’Brien touted the idea
of starting up a netball centre in Ngatea to
service the Hauraki Plains area, she said.

Plans began to take shape and in 1976,
after an inaugural meeting in the college
library, the Hauraki Plains Netball centre
was formed.

All games were played on the front courts
at the college, where each round was an-
nounced by a megaphone borrowed from
the rowing club.

Things were different back then.

The “office” for Saturday mornings was
a shelf in the caretaker’s room and each
player had to pay court fees of 10 cents to
cover the day’s games.

It was 19777 when the Netball Centre had
its first representatives at Thames Valley
level. Jane said a glance back at the team
registrations from the early days seemed as
though every local woman at the time was
part of a netball team.

In 1976, netball was played and adminis-
tered only by women.

Now men were involved in every aspect
of the game, she said.

Some clubs at the centre remained strong
over the years, she said, but one in particu-
lar stood out.

“[A] special mention must be made of
North Golden Oldies, who regularly attend-
ed Golden Oldie events all over the world.

“They fundraised, played and socialized
ferociously, always keeping their eyes on

Opening of the new courts, 2010.

Celebrating
50 years of

Netball.
Congratulations

16 Orchard West Rd,
Ngatea

07 867 7393

WE'RE YOUR LOCAL

Around 1976: Hauraki Plains Netball stalwarts

at Hauraki Plains College by the caretakers
room, which was used as a control centre.

Representing Thames Valley, 1977.

the next tournament,” she said.

It was 2010 when the Centre relocated to
the new courts at Hugh Hayward Domain,
where many players, tamilies, supporters
and community members showed out to
support the milestone.

While the game of netball is now much
faster, more physical and a lot of rule
changes have taken place - the dedication
and commitment to the centre, and love
for the sport remains strong in the Hauraki
community.

Friendships were forged through netball
and even after 50 years, they remained
strong, Jane said.

Now, with a goal to honour the past, cel-
ebrate the present and inspire the future,
the Centre is set to celebrate its 50th an-
niversary on May 8 at the Ngatea Rugby
clubrooms. “The centre is celebrating its
achievements and honouring those who

Ex players enjoy a game at the 2010 opening.

A milestone built on
passion and
perseverance

- congratulations
on your
50th anniversary

Central Motors
— Hauraki Ltd —

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea * 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

The Hauraki Netball Golden Oldies attended events all over the world.

have made it all happen over the years.”

The event will gather former and present
players, coaches, volunteers, administra-
tors, supporters and friends of the Centre
to reminisce on the early days, reflect on
the achievements along the way and look
toward the future of netball in the Hauraki
community.

“They plan to rekindle old friendships,
acknowledge achievements and look for-
ward to the growing future of the centre.”

e

Hauraki men and women enjoy netball.
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Congratulations
on 50 years of
bringing people
together through
sport and
community spirit.

Nick Hoogeveen
& Assoclates

CHAMTEME D ADCCH IMTANT

Happy SO
Here’s to
many more
years of
success
and fun.

AINE MOTORS LTD

From our
team
to yours,
congrats on
50 years

SQUARE
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Exceptional. Every day.

Waihi
5A Thomas Place

Packed with Value Ready When You Are

Looking for a home that ticks the boxes without the
hard work? This solid three-bedroom, one-bathroom
family home is ready and waiting. Set on a generous,
fully fenced section, there’s plenty of space for kids,
I%ets, and outdoor entertaining.

% ] eves.co.nz/ewa21648

T

Waihi
64 Pukekauri Road, Waikino

Step into Lifestyle Living

A 5,000sgm (approx.) lifestyle property with a 220sqm
home. Near new Coloursteel roof, updated kitchen,
open-plan living and wood burner. Three bedrooms,
dbl garage + shed. Pool, paddocks, fruit trees and a
bore.

[EIEE
EE‘% eves.co.nz/ewa21587

T T g
Price Reduction

Waihi
20 Rata Street

Location, Land, and Extra Space

Vendors' actions are clear; the price has been adjusted,
move now. This family home in the College zone offers
space and plenty of extras. Inside, a light-filled, spacious
living room with a fireplace and a heat pump. Main
bedroom with ensuite and walk-in robe.

eves co.nz/ewa2l554

slmm | Gy 12D 2 (@

Asking Price $629,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

slemm o Gy 1 i2E o [@) 2 20

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Thurs 7 May (uniess sold prior)
Phone for viewing times

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $659,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi

75a Consols Street

The Perfect Little Package

Enjoy cosy charm and everyday practicality in this
delightful two-bedroom one-bathroom home. Inside,
find light-filled open-plan living, complete with a heat
pump. The functional kitchen is well laid out for easy
l%a l—i;(o—day living, with dining beside.

%} eves.conz/ewa21588

Waihi
10 Clarke Street

Renovated Cottage on Sunny Section

Set on a generous 1012 sgm (approx.) section, this
renovated miner’'s cottage has a spacious kitchen with

good storage. Bathroom with a shower bath, and toilet,
plus a dedicated laundry, and a detached single garage.

Vendor moving on, great starter or investment.
1 eves.co. nz/ewa21598

Waihi

93 Parry Palm Avenue

Vendor Says Sell

This four-bedroom home sits on a low maintenance
620sgm approx.) section. Offering generous living,
practical layout and detached garaging, it suits families
and investors. Call Brooke Edwards today.

B
%% eves.co.nz/ewa21545

@ eves.conz

T
)

o= 1 Gy 125 1 (@)

Asking Price $540,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

3 e o Gy 1 (@

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $595,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

Waihi
19 Albert Street

Much Bigger Family Living

A very generous home offering a perfect space for
growing or multi-generational families, spread across
two levels with spacious entertaining. Freshly painted
interior, plus an internal access garage and covered
entertammg area. Must-see home. Call Dynasty to view.

@‘i}j@ eves.conz/ewa21263

sk s G 2 2% 1 @)

Asking Price $950,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
35 Walmsley Road

Family Home with Space to Dream

An entry-level lifestyle family home located just on the
outskirts of town. Upstairs, find spacious open-plan
living, with a fireplace and a renovated kitchen. Space
to spread out, room for the kids and pets. Call Dynasty
for more info and to book a viewing.

% eves.conz/ewa20868

sl o Gy 125 1 @)

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Huge funeral for ‘sartorially e_legant Thamesite

T

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

“Jolly Joe Williams is building a
large hotel at Kopu on the Thames
River,” announced the Observer
newspaper in 1883.

Joseph was a unique character
who paid remarkable attention to
his appearance and was always
immaculately turned out. In his
early Thames days he wore long,
well oiled ringlets and a wavy
beard.

The smart Welshman had ar-
rived in New Zealand in 1863
by the ship Queen of the Mersey
when he was 16. He experienced
the many hardships typical to new
settlers, turning his hand to vari-
ous kinds of employment, includ-
ing working on a government con-
tract with his brothers.

He later went to the West Coast
goldfields, where he tried alluvial
mining, returning north to spend
some time prospecting in the
Waikato, where he also worked at
bridge building.

In July, 1867, with the Thames
goldfield opening imminent, Jo-
seph tried his luck there. He be-
came director of the Young Amer-
ican mine, experiencing numer-

ous changes of fortune He had
the miner’s true ‘nose’ for gold
and was instrumental in discover-
ing the junction of two reefs which
yielded about 10 tons of gold in 10
months, enabling the company for
a whole year to declare fortnightly
dividends of from £10 to £25.

When the Young American
amalgamated with the Caledonian
Goldmining Company, Joseph be-
came the landlord of the Provin-
cial Hotel in Queen St, Grahams-
town. His whisky was known all
over the Coromandel Peninsula,
as well as his shining curls rigidly
parted in the centre. Every mining
venture got free and full discus-
sion at his bar.

He was one of the founders and
a strenuous worker in the Thames
Fire Brigade. He would be a mem-
ber for nearly 20 years, and was
captain at two different times. He
was also a member of the Thames
Volunteer Engineers and in May,
1869, was appointed one of the
Guards of Honour at the Auck-
land reception of the Duke of Ed-
inburgh, an event he never forgot
to mention. Joseph was a member
as well of the Loyal Charles Bruce
and Waikato Lodges.

At the end of December, 1869,
Joseph married Phyllis Nicholl
and they would go on to have 12
children. Joseph had remarkable
skill in pulling off a mining deal
and his large, well groomed figure,
his confident carriage and his per-
suasive voice were seen and heard
whenever shares were rising or
falling,

Joseph was of opinion that
Thames must have a harbour,
that the proper place for a har-
bour was Kopt and a hotel was
needed there. Although the har-

Joseph Cornwell Williams, 1900.

bour never eventuated at Kopi,
the hotel did, opening in 1883
after great difficulties in getting a
license through the objections of
Maori. The family did not live at
Kopu, however Joseph was widely
and popularly known to travellers.
Tragedy struck in 1888 when
the twin daughters of Joseph and
Phyllis died seven months apart,
aged 4 and 11 months respectively.
Their last child, Albert, was born
in 1891. Albert was blind and very
clever, recognising people by their
footsteps from a young age.

In 1892, the family moved to
Kopii. In his later years Joseph
sacrificed his long curls and beard,
but he remained true to smart at-
tire, his small bowler hat often

sporting a feather stuck in the
band.

By 1895 little Albert, aged 4
/2, had become quite a musical
prodigy. He played a number of
airs with accuracy on a tin whistle
and also correctly accompanied
Joseph’s songs on the piano.

In 1896, while helping one of her
unwell married daughters, Phyllis
also became ill, unexpectedly dy-
ing from a complication of lung
inflammation. She was 45 and re-
membered as “a good mother and
a true helpmeet”. Joseph married
again in 1900, his wife Margaret
Mary Trotter, of Waiomu.

The sartorially elegant Joseph
died at Thames hospital in 1916,
aged 69. His funeral, at Shortland
cemetery, was one of the largest
seen in the district. Besides the
great number on foot there were
about 50 vehicles in the cortege.
Many townspeople and settlers
from surrounding districts attend-
ed to farewell one of the very few
remaining old Thamesites.

His son, Albert, became like his
father a rather remarkable figure.
He had an extremely retentive
memory for voices, and knew all
the boys who returned to Kopi
from World War I as soon as they
spoke within his hearing.

He could find his way without
hesitation into any Thames shop.
Albert took a keen interest in all
local and national affairs, and was
very well informed.

He was an excellent musician
and a master of pianoforte music.
He composed several high class
musical numbers, mostly dance
music. A member of the Thames
Band Contest Committee, his ser-
vices were much in demand at so-
cial events. Albert died in 1953.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. What is the name of the ship that
ran aground on the Astrolabe Reef
off the coast of Tauranga in October
2011?
2. In Greek mythology, what is a crea-
ture called that has the upper body
of a human and the lower body of a
horse?
3. Recently, Spanish budget airline
Volotea controversially asked exist-
ing ticket holders to do what due to
increased fuel prices? a) Leave heavy
electronics or books at home, b) pay
a little extra for fuel, or c) take a train
instead of flying?
4. Who was the only actor in the Lord
of the Rings movie trilogy to have met
author JRR Tolkien in person? a) Chris-
topher Lee (Saruman), b) lan Holm
(Bilbo Baggins), or c) Sir lan McKellen
(Gandalf)?
5. In the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
franchise, what is the turtles’ favour-
ite food?
6. What was the name of the Austral-
ian cricket player caught using sand-
paper on the ball in 2018? a) Cameron
Bancroft, b) David Warner, or c) Steve
Smith?
7. New Zealander Rochelle Vinsen was
famous in the 1960s as an a) actor, b)
athlete, or c) singer?
8. In which of these countries is it il-
legal to conduct a personal DNA test?
a) Albania, b) China, or c) France?
9. What is a colonnade? a) An archi-
tectural feature, b) a body part, or c)
a drink?
10. After Jesus, whose name is men-
tioned the most in the Bible? a) David,
b) Mary, or c) Moses?
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Waihi

Exceptional. Every day. IWES

Waihi Beach

243B Landlyst Road

Comfort in Nature

Experience the blend of luxury and nature in this
beautifully designed home, set in the serene and
picturesque Golden Valley. Nestled on approximately
9288sgm (approx) of gently contoured land.

EEE
% eves.conz/ewa21618

Price Reduction

Waihi

7 Penny Lane, Waikino

Sunny Section with Extras

In an elevated position and saturated in sun, find this
2,023 sgm (approx.) section with panoramic views. At
the heart of the property sits a two-bedroom Swift tiny
home, an unconsented shed, power, and water on site.

EE
%ﬁ eves.co.nz/ewa20871

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $485,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

8B Citrus Avenue

Tropical Feel, Coastal Appeal

This well-presented two-level home offers the perfect
blend of comfort, privacy and easy coastal living. Set on
a low-maintenance 402sqm (approx.) section, the
property is framed by lush tropical gardens, creating a
I%eal%eful, private oasis.

E; ] eves.conz/ewa21622

Waihi
86318 State Highway 2, Waikino

So Much More to See

Vendors have adjusted their price and are motivated to
move on. This unique home has elevated living, private
established gardens, and river views. Detached
garage/workshop adds to the appeal. Get in touch now
|ts? arrange a viewing.

1 eves.conz/ewa21127

sl o Gy 1125 1 @)

Asking Price $1,050,000
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

3l o Gy 2025 1 @

Asking Price $659,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Brothers snag a stag, find a hin

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

One thing that makes a
good hunter is the ability
to stay quiet.

It’s a skill that helped Hi-
kutaia brothers Leon and
Noah King to successfully hunt
and shoot two deer on a recent
hunting trip.

Sixteen-year-old Leon and
11-year-old Noah went hunting
with their grandad on family
land near Napier/Taupo dur-
ing the April school holidays,
Leon said.

The hunter, who is also a
year-12 student at Paeroa Col-
lege, said he shot a 9-point
Red Stag with a Brown x Bolt
308 Rifle, while younger
brother Noah shot a Red Deer
hind.

It wasn’t Leon’s first rodeo
- the seasoned tracker said it
was the sixth deer he’d hunted.

“My granddad taught me
how to hunt. He has been a
hunter for years.”

The young tracker said he al-
ways wanted to do it and “now
Ilove it too”.

One of the challenges for
deer hunters was getting close
without the stag seeing or
smelling them, he said.

“The weather can play a big
part but we were lucky this
time the wind was going to the
right so he didn’t smell or hear
us.”

A top piece of advice Leon
wanted to share with new
hunters was to always hunt
with the wind in their face or
“you’re wasting your time” as
the deer would smell them be-

= a . T

I & Pl o - “ma i
Leon King, 16, is proud of his 9-point Red Sta

g left; while his brother Noah, 11, taks his ﬁrs sht and snags a hid. . Photos: SUPPLIED

fore they started.

When he was getting ready shoot the shoulder or the neck. “I have been hunting before “It felt like it took a long before any hunting trips.
to take a shot, his thoughts re- The hunting trip with his with my brother and granddad  time. Once I had taken the shot “We always check we have
volved around making sure “I grandad and brother was a sig-  but this time I got to have a Iyelled. I dropped it with a big  walkie talkies and we are safe
don’t miss”. nificant one for Noah. shoot,” he told The Profile. smile and my brother Leon before we head off hunting.”

His dream animal to hunt Not only did the young The hunter-gatherer, who said ‘shot Noah’.” Noabh believes two things
was a Sika Deer, he said. hunter shoot a Red deer hind, is also a year-7 student at The animal at the top of his that make a good hunter are

Meanwhile, younger brother it was also his first time behind ~ Hikutaia School, said it was dream hunt list was a Red Stag  being quiet and knowing how
Noah said the most impor- the rifle. a challenge to keep the rifle Deer. to roar.
tant thing he would tell a new “This was my first time I got ~ steady and he was nervous he There were two things he “I want to become a good
hunter was to be safe and to have a go at shooting a deer.  would miss. said he always made sure of and safe hunter,” he said.
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Fuel SO for rural
schools applauded

Extra support for small, rural and iso-
lated schools to help them manage fuel
cost pressures is timely and very welcome,
Federated Farmers says.

“The huge spike in fuel prices - particu-
larly diesel - from the Middle East conflict
has hit rural schools particularly hard,”
Feds education spokesperson Richard
Dawkins said.

“Students and teachers in rural areas face
longer distances when travelling to and
from school.

“Smaller rural schools have the same or
similar fixed costs to much bigger schools
but when your roll is a couple of dozen, vs
200-300-plus, dividing costs that are per-
pupil based across that smaller roll is a lot
tougher.”

The government recently announced a
package of targeted relief, including $37
million to accelerate work to replace diesel
boilers at up to 70 schools, and a temporary
increase to Relief Teacher Transport Allow-
ance mileage rates.

It will also provide one-time cash grants
of $2500 to all schools with fewer than 100
students to cover extra mileage costs.

There will also be a 30 per cent increase
in the conveyance allowance to help eligible
families with the cost of getting children to
school or the nearest bus route, benefiting
5000 further students.

“This is sensible, financially prudent and
targeted assistance that will make a differ-
ence for rural schools,” Mr Dawkins said.

“Federated Farmers has been working
closely with the Rural School Leadership
Association and Rural Women NZ over our
successful campaign for a review of school

bus routes and eligibility criteria.

“I think through that campaign we've
heightened awareness among MPs that
schools are an essential part of rural com-
munities, and that they enable families and
farm staff to live and work in more isolated
areas.”

Earlier in the month, the three groups
had written to the government seeking
an increase in the conveyance allowance,
which hadn’t been reviewed since 1985.

“The rural National Party MPs have been
su portive of our advocacy and we thank

Education Minister Erica Stanford and
Cabinet for listening, and taking this ac-
tion,” Mr Dawkins said.

In the medium term, the government will
invest $2.35 million per year for two initia-
tives to grow the workforce and ensure ru-
ral schools have a good pipeline of teachers,
funded through reprioritisations.

The Go Rural programme, where student
teachers receive $4000 to cover the costs
of undertaking a professional experience
placement in a rural and isolated school, is
being expanded by a further 87 places per
year, from the 2026-27 financial year.

The number of places available in the
Teacher Bonding Scheme will increase by
50, from 185 places to 235 per year. This
scheme supports teachers with up to an ad-
ditional $40,000 over five years for work-
ing in hard to staff schools, the majority of
which are rural and isolated.

“These changes are positive for the fu-
ture of rural schools - an investment not
just in education of rural school children
but in farming and rural communities,” Mr
Dawkins said.
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Central Motors

Hauraki Ltd
60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea * 867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349 » John - 027 279 6799

HUSTLER

' SL 450X
Feedlot Feeder,
Hyd Side Platform

i
_ SL 700X
\ 2 Bale Trailer Hyd

Round Bale Unroller\?_
IF 1 Owner
'.; Sold by us New °

MOTORS LTD
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GET READY FOR FEEDING

GILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

Large diameter high
tensile fork tines,
Different length fork
tines for easy & quick
engagement, Guide
plates & bushes to
ensure a snug fit in the
cradle,

Strong rolled RHS
headstock

HUSTLER Round Bale Feeder

Rear fence, Bearing
covers, Front end UNLx104
loader reader (require
brackets), Covered
drive shaft to eliminate
feed wrapping, Dual
latch hooks for stronger
headstock & feeding

cradle connection

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Mining licence
revoked in appeal

By ALICE PARMINTER

judgement at the Court of Ap-
Apea has revoked a licence granted
to OceanaGold for the construction
of mining ventilation shafts in the
Warekirauponga Forest, ruling it un-
lawful.

Mining company OceanaGold
holds a permit for subterranean ex-
ploration and mining activities at the
Wharekirauponga orebody. The com-
pany has plans to access the orebody
via an underground access tunnel on
company-owned land. However, the
company is not able to avoid above-
ground structures altogether, as ven-
tilation shafts are needed for safety.

The forest is administered by the
Department of Conservation, which
would require OceanaGold to nego-
tiate a separate access arrangement
with the Minister of Conservation for
any above-ground structures. How-
ever, there is also a paper (unformed)
road through the forest, which is
owned by the Hauraki District Coun-
cil (HDC).

In 2021, HDC granted Oceana-
Gold a 40-year licence to occupy the
paper road, allowing it to construct
up to four ventilation shafts, with a
footprint of up to 150 square metres,
and protruding around eight metres
above the ground. Environmental in-
terest group Ours Not Mines Ltd op-
posed the licence, saying HDC did not
have the power to grant it. The case
was heard at the High Court in 2024
and found in the council’s favour.

However, Ours Not Mines Ltd ap-
pealed the decision, and the licence
was ruled unlawful on April 21. The
judgement stated council-owned
roads, whether formed or unformed,
were held on trust to facilitate the
public right to pass over the road. “Ac-
cordingly, the council may only grant
a licence over a road if the licenced

activities or structures will not ‘appre-
ciably’ interfere with the public’s right
of passage. To do otherwise would be
to authorise a public nuisance, which
is beyond the scope of the council’s
common law powers as landowner,”
the judgement summary read.

“The final structures will be ap-
proximately 10 metres wide, taking
up roughly one third of the road’s
width... [and] the land within the li-
censed areas is rendered unavailable
for any other use, including public
passage, for decades.”

The judgement was applauded by
the Coromandel Watchdog of Hau-
raki Group. “[This decision] is great
news for the public as it means paper
roads cannot be used for industrial
purposes and remain for the benefit
of the public. It also highlights the
weaknesses in the Fast Track laws
which prevented the public from be-
ing heard on the wider mining issue
and allowed no cross examination
of the evidence about the impacts of
mining.”

OceanaGold’s senior vice president
for legal and public affairs Alison Paul
said the judgement was “disappoint-
ing”. “While we are surprised by this
decision, it is important to understand
that it in no way affects the Fast-track
approval of the Waihi North Project
which we received in December 2025
or the company’s plans.”

Meanwhile, HDC chief executive
David Speirs said the council accepted
the Court’s finding. “Wharekiraupon-
ga is part of the Coromandel Forest
Park and we understand why people
value this area. The Court confirmed
that councils hold the power to grant
licences over roads they own. In this
case, the decision came down to the
scale and length of this particular li-
cence. We will consider the implica-
tions carefully.”

SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

FOOTBALL

Cup Heroics, Big Wins & Last-Gasp
Drama - Thames FC Round-Up
Traveling south to face a strong Te
Awamutu side last Monday, Thames
Women progressed in the prestigious
Kate Sheppard Cup after a thrilling en-
counter. Thames twice took the lead,
first through Emily Ratcliffe and then
via a stunning chipped finish from
Isabelle Bray. On both occasions, Te
Awamutu responded, with Lydia Prof-
fit scoring twice, the second a late
equalizer that forced extra time. At
the end of 120 minutes, there was
nothing to separate the two sides,
and penalties were needed to find a
winner.

An enthralling shootout followed,
with Vita Dryden making several key
saves in the Thames goal, setting up
Jess Randall to send Thames through
with a cool finish from her trusty
left foot. “It was a very tough game
with plenty of back and forth, but we
played out of our skin,” coach Xavier
Brown said.

“Penalties are a tough way to end
such a hard-fought match, but I'm
very proud of the ladies for digging
in right until the final kick. Kudos to
the players who stepped up in a high-
pressure situation. Now it’s on to the
next round.”

Thames Reserves made it three
wins on the bounce with an emphatic
away victory over Huntly AFC Thirds.
A tight first half saw the score locked
at 3-3, but Jack Macdonald’s side lift-
ed the intensity after the break, scor-
ing six unanswered goals to seal a 9-3
win in Waikato Division 4. Jake Hud-
son and Darius King led the way with
a hat-trick each, while Jack McLaren
impressed with a brace. Criswin Jose
capped the performance with a sen-
sational solo goal. “It makes me in-
credibly proud to see how far these
guys have come, especially consider-
ing the team didn’t exist six weeks
ago,” said manager Jack Macdonald.
“The camaraderie among the boys is

Keegan Apperley plays the ball forward.
Photos: Mark Brown- One of a Kind Photography

something even a team 10 years in
the making would be envious of. It’s
onwards and upwards with a run of
home games coming up.” Third draw
in a row for Thames Firsts Thames
Firsts left it late but maintained their
unbeaten run with a dramatic 94th-
minute equalizer.

Northern United Debacles took
the lead early as Bradley Mardon
finished from a cross from the left.
Thames dominated possession but
were limited to shots from distance,
while Matthew Burchell produced a
string of fine saves - the best a low
one-handed stop to his left. Chances

came and went in the second half,
with Fernando Bassem close and Xa-
vier Brown unable to convert a Mike
Kim cross. Deep into stoppage time,
Yusuke Kiozumi picked out Raegen
Winslow, who jinked into the box and
bent a shot into the far corner to res-
cue a point.

“We just kept piling on the pres-
sure, and in the end it paid off,” said
defender Keegan Apperley. “It's a
well-deserved point with good pass-
ing play and plenty to build on, and
now it’s onto the next one - hopefully
we can start turning these draws into
wins.”
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Valley Liquid Waste

Dhivigian of CET Gio Ul

YOUR LOCAL SEPTIC

TANK CLEANING

trust

o farmers

cooperait e

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &
BUSINESS ADVISORS

(™ 0800 4 EFFLUENT

Trade

Thames

IF IT MATTERS, IT'S TRADEZONE

07 868 9945
mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables

- Extrusions - Fasteners
- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases
- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools

- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing

online@readbros.co.nz

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames

www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

%ﬁ Williams

Effluent Solutions

Practical effluent @
solutions you can

el e Been frosted

1 Mew Zealand and

beyond to deliver simple, relioble, and
cost - effective affivant solutions that
mcke Tofm.life easler.

@.
@.
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Manufacture
Effluent System
Design

On farm Installation

and Servicing
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Kia Sporta

Light 1.6L HE

Samplelimageonly:

54000

Movement that inspires +ORC*

Features

* 1.6L Turbo Petrol and Parallel Hybrid * Smart Cruise Control with Stop & Go
System e LED Headlights

* gggq[t\)jir:]ed Power and Torque 169 kW /  Cloth seats with Manual Adjustment

e Dual Zone Automatic Climate Control

e 12.3" Colour LCD Touchscreen
Infotainment

* 6-speed Automatic
* All Wheel Drive System

* 17" Alloy Wheels e 4.2" Colour LCD Multifunction Instrument
* Forward Collision Avoidance Assist - Car, Cluster
Pedestrian, Cyclist, Junction  Apple CarPlay™ & Android Auto™
* Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist e Kia Connect (Connect Car Service) +
» Blind Spot Collision Avoidance Assist Over-The-Air (OTA) Updates
* Rearview Camera with Dynamic e e-Call (SOS Function)
Guidelines

‘ 40,000k Free Kia Conmect Roadside Warrant o High Voltage Drive
_rYEAR Service pr|gn 55(_#;., Lipciates 5 YEAR Assist @ 7 YEAR Programyme 8 YEAR Battery Warranty

(OR UP TO 150,000 KMS) (OR UP TO 160,000 KMS)

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 7 Year Warranty Programme runs for 7 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first).
The Kia 8 Year High Voltage Battery Warranty Programme runs for 8 years or up to 160,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on
road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Polien Street, Thames
Ph 07 868 8951 . paul Griffin 021 169 4036 - www.ThamesKia.co.nz
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Weight loss advice at Health Ngatea

Whether you are male or female, at different
times in our lives, most of us have tried the latest
trend in diets. Remember the Bread Diet, Blood
Group Diet, Atkins, Keto, Jenny Craig, Weight
Watchers, you get the picture. Come along and
join us on June 8 at 6pm at Health Ngatea or June
10 at Health Te Aroha, where Dr Hayley Scott
will present an educational evening” Lose the
Weight, Gain A Lifestyle”.

Perhaps you are interested in knowing what
your current options are? Gain an understanding
of how the medicine works in order to assist you
in making an informed decision, in conjunction
with a clinical consultation.

Most commonly prescribed medication for
weight loss may include Saxenda, Contrave and
Wegovy. There are also pathways that include
Gastric Sleeves/Bariatric surgery. The quest to
maintain weight loss after achieving it becomes
the challenge. Let’s discuss options to create

WM Health
T Ngatea

a lifestyle that assists you in maintaining your
goals without medication. Entry is by donation
only which will be gifted to both Volunteer Fire
Brigades in Ngatea and Te Aroha. Catering sup-
plied by Subway at Health Ngatea and Villa9in Te
Aroha. Kindly sponsored by Novo Nordisk.
Meanwhile, the beginnings of winter is well
and truly upon us and we have already held
three Flu/Covid Booster Clinics. If you are want-
ing to have this done, please contact the practice
to make your appointment.
-Supplied by Health Ngatea

@. The Eye Place

Paeroa, Waihi,

Whangamata & Te Aroha

» Comprehensive eye care for the whole family
» Exclusive Nikon lens provider
» Prescription safety glasses
» Therapeutic-prescribing optometrists
» Children’s vision
* Specialist contact lenses
 Glaucoma & Macula Assessments
» Myopia-prevention services

€

07 862 8978
www.eyeplace.nz

WALTER

o {:“?

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames

A_

www.walterandco.co.nz
Instagram@walter_andco

TE KOROWAI

HAUORA O HAURAKI

Whanau Ora

Navigation Service

Whatis Whanau Ora? o
Afree service for whanau from all walks of life,
Whanau Ora support the wellbeing of whanau to help
build and grow whanau aspirations.

How can whanau be referred?
Self-refer, internal Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki referral,
or referral from other community services and

organisations

l

i @& korowai.co.nz

Empowering
whanau to
takecharge of
theirj Journey.
Utilising
whanauvoice,
— whanauchoite
= forathrivings
= futu}‘e for'
generations to
comet

iBl © 0508835676 -option4
&< whanau.navigators@korowai.co.nz

Previous owners Peter and Heather, Ieft wnth new owners Solinna Toul and Ricky Ping Eu Lee.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Best care, service at The Eye Place

t's been a little more than one year since

owners and optometrists Ricky Ping Eu Lee
and Solinna Toul have been at the helm of The
Eye Place.

The eye-care professionals took over the
reins of the business, previously known as
O’Hagan Vision Care, when Peter and Heather
O’Hagan retired from their roles as owners and
optometrists in 2025 after many years of dedi-
cated service to Paeroa and the surrounding
community.

Since their fresh start a year ago and under
the new name - The Eye Place, new owner
Ricky told The Profile it felt like “such a privi-
lege” to see how welcomed they were by the
community. “We have seen patients from all
parts of the community, from two-months old
to over 100 years old.”

The team of optometrists Ricky, Solinna
and Martin van der Most cover four practices
across the Hauraki-Coromandel in Paeroa, Te
Aroha, Waiht and Whangamata.

Ricky understood the changeover could be
a difficult thing to process for some people

as they were clients of Peter and Heather for
more than 40 years, he said.

Rest assured, they planned to continue to of-
fer the best care, advice and service to all their
clients, as well as maintain the values estab-
lished by Peter and Heather over the years.

They would also keep up to date with the lat-
est technology developments.

The Eye Place was well-equipped with di-
agnostic technology to detect eye conditions
such as glaucoma and macular degeneration,
he said.

Good eye care isn’t just about seeing clearly
today, it’s about taking care of one’s vision for
the years ahead. The team at The Eye Place is
ready to help people feel confident in the way
they see the world.

DETAILS: Go to www.eyeplace.nz or visit The
Eye Place in your town - 2B Willoughby St,
Paeroa, 07 862 8978; 186 Whitaker St, Te
Aroha, 07 884 8015; 2 School Lane, Waihi, 07
863 7019; 612 Port Rd, Whangamata, 07 865
0007.

- By Davidda Hikatangata

BOOK YOUR
PLACE TODAY!

Contact Nikki

1 022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

m CoromandelApp

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business
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Conceived in passion - raised 1n grit

By MICHAEL WILKES

reams are a
lot like hav-
ing kids.
They're excit-
ing at concep-
tion—full of hope, fire, and
imagination. You can’t stop
thinking about them. You talk
about them to anyone who'll
listen. And just like those early
moments in pregnancy, your
brain’s pumping with endor-
phins. It feels real before it is
real.
But let’s be honest—concep-

tion is the easy part. It’s the
birth and raising where things
get gritty.

I've lived this. For years, I had
big dreams. Big talk. Big ideas.
I'd tell people about them with
spark in my eye and passion in
my voice.

And then one day, someone
called my bluff - in the best way.

Her name was Lynne, and
she said, “Let’s do it.”

So we did.

We set up a trust. Formed a
board. Held endless meetings.

I stopped taking paid work so
I could write programmes from
scratch. It was boring.

Onerous.

Late-night fatigue and sec-
ond-guessing.

I was nurturing this newborn
dream, and it needed constant
care.

Eventually, it started walking.
We ran our first programme.
(Still unpaid - but with amazing
support from my wife.)

And we saw breakthrough -
real transformation in young
people.

But it took years of grind be-
fore that dream could stand on
its own two feet.

Now, I've got a team of in-
credible youth workers deliv-

ering programmes I once ran
solo. I hear stories of growth
I'm not even directly involved
in. It’s a dream driving itself.

Well... sort of. I'm still out
back hunting for fuel - writing
grants, fundraising, hustling
for the next tank of gas.

But here’s the thing. That
dream? It’s real. It exists in the
world, not just in my head. And
that only happened because I
pushed past the rush of concep-
tion and chose to stay through
the labour.

We live in a culture that sells
us dreams in highlight reels.
Instant results. Overnight suc-

cess. But dreams aren’t mi-
crowavable. They’re grown
through rhythm, grind, and re-
lentless love.

If you've got something burn-
ing in your heart, let me say
this: Don’t abort the dream
just because the grind kicks in.
The struggle doesn’t mean it’s
wrong. It means it’s real.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support his local youth
work or follow stories and insights, find
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

Blg boy Vader ready for a fresh start

Meet Vader, a large and lovable lad who is ready
for his next chapter after life as a much-loved boy
who has found himself needing a new home.

Now tipping the scales at over 8kg of pure, hug-

shine.

stretch out, and be given the time he needs to

Beneath his big frame is a soft-hearted cat who is
just a little quiet and looking for security, comfort,

and companionship once again.

Vader can be adopted from Thames SPCA.
Please visit during our open hours at 321 Ngati
Maru Highway, Thames, or express interest on-
line, or call o7 868 6830.

gable cat, he’s a solid sweetheart with plenty of
love to give.

Don’t let his size or his name fool you - Vader is
desexed, microchipped, vaccinated, litter trained,
and up to date with flea and worm treatments.

He has a gentle, easygoing nature and a quiet
charm, taking his time to feel comfortable while
learning that new people mean kindness and care.

Once settled, Vader shows his snuggly side and
enjoys quiet company, soft spaces, and simply be-

ing near his humans.

He would suit a calm home where he can relax,

For more information, view Vader’s profile
online: www.spca.nz/adopt/animal/664693/cat-
vader-thames.

Don’t let his size or his name fool you - Vader
has a gentle, easygoing nature and a quiet
charm. Photo: SUPPLIED
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— LIFESTYLE VILLAGE
Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

-4
Our spamous villas prowde you W|th plenty of warmth and light and gal:den patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

PHONE US
to view
by Appointment!

Come and

experience

the difference!
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CALL THE EXPERTS

AIR CONDITIONING

comfortgroup
Made 3 Cool

Air Conditioning / Heat Pumps

Installations & Servicing
Domastic, ﬂu'rl'n:ﬂ:-lll & le lli-l:h

www.cnmfartgmup,m.n:

ARBORIST

Qualified and insured arborists.

20+ years experience

W
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal « Stump Grinding * Pruning

+ Land clearing and hedge trimming

+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACKN'SIDES m

027 439 0367
_______shortbacknsides.co.nz

AUTOMOTIVE

Care and Repair
REPAIR AND SERVICE

To all makes of farm Quads & Bikes

ATHiITI

Free collection & deliveries in 25km
Radius of Ngatea

027 488 7019
benknoetze@gmail.com

EMBROIDERY SUBLIMATION
HEAT PRESS GRAPHIC DESIGN

totalimage@xtra.co.nz
For &l Yoim Electncal Heada
Laser

= Totally Dependabie”™

= Morw Builds: +  Hoat Pumgps
¢ Alwraiione ¢ Feevice and Mainfseance
v fhsctisn = Eommercal
= Lighting Marm »  Firn Sydieen

PhO7 BET 7724 Email!
FLOORING

i xserelichical caonge

ave All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation
Domestic & Commercial

e Carpets * Vinyls
e Laminate & Timber Flooring

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

wenzlick

HAUTOMOTIVE
¢ Repair ® Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

BUILDER

y CAIRD

CONSTRIDCTION L1

= New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

= Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or small

+ Landscaping,
«Footings &

GLASS & GLAZING

Baker Glass & Glazing Ltd

‘I!'u_,l'“.l widip wald cais ;

» ass Rapairs -+ Rolustrodos
» Showar Gimss  + Redro-l Docibae CRoming

arem v
L
Lol 0T 14 457 | plkaafibokeieinerySone

TreeShapes: professional
tree work done rlght

vergrown trees or hedges
getting out of control?

TreeShapes is your local
team for reliable, professional
tree work done right.

Owned and operated by
Dylan, TreeShapes runs expe-
rienced crews handling eve-
rything from hedge trimming
and tidy-ups to large removals
and storm damage.

Fully qualified and insured,
the team works safely and ef-
ficiently, giving you peace of
mind on every job

Proudly servicing Thames,
Hauraki, and the wider Coro-
mandel, TreeShapes is known
for turning up, getting stuck in
and delivering quality results.

“We’re helping keep prop-
erties safe, tidy, and looking
their best.”

DETAILS: Phone Treeshapes on
027 472 6627 and find Tree-
Shapes on Facebook.

- Supplied by TreeShapes

Dylan and the team at Tree-
Shapes are ready to help
keep local properties safe,
tidy and looking top-notch.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Mothing too big or small

BUILDER

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898

Honest & Professlonal Workmanship ) e Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges ¢ New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 o Odd jobs considered
John Hedges © One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

framedup.conz

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE
TAKING CARE .
OF ALL YOUR =+ Digger, Bulldozer
EARTHWORK e .
NIGHTMEARES & & Truck Hire
 General Earthworks & Digging > Mulching

* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal » Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208

» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

FUNERAL

q‘ ,% Chvices

Locally owned & operated

E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

4 CUTAA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

When your grass gets tall we handle it all
+ Lawn Mowing -« Edging & Trimming
+ Green Waste & Rubbish Removal
+ One-off & Regular Services
No job too big or small — just give us a call!
Servicing Your Area
Same-day or next-day service available
Affordable rates — free quotes!
027 285 4981/ cutaahi@outlook.co.nz

e o o o

Direct Cremation *3175 gst inc!
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames & Waihi

Direct Cremation *3500 gst inc!
for Coromandel, Tairua,

For all your meat and game processing needs. Whangamata & Whitianga
* We are dedicated to you, the customer. "~ .
« Hygienic, vacuum packed products. L o Traditional, Bespoke &
o Professional facilities. HUNTS Eco Funerals from $5800

* Smoked meats are our specialty.
® 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

¢ Game orders over 10kg

* Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 e Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

rewrnl Directorn

Des & Christine Necklen  fv
Funeral Directors

W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Colourful debut for Thames artist

By ALICE PARMINTER

Bursts of colour brightened
up the walls of the Vessel
Art Gallery in Thames for a lo-
cal’s artistic debut.

Thames Lifestyler Jack
Moskowitz opened his two-
week-long show, titled Jack’s
Exhibition, on April 18 to a
large supportive crowd of
friends and family.

It was the first solo exhibi-
tion for Jack, and the culmina-
tion of around 15 months of
hard work.

“I've been working on these
paintings for a little while,” he
said.

“There’s so much stuff I'm
actually learning now [about]
how to set this gallery up,
working in this gallery.”

Jack’s Exhibition featured
32 artworks of portraits, land-
scapes, and cars. Several of the
portraits were of Jack’s own
family or people he knows;
others were of celebrities he
admires such as rapper 50
Cent.

The works were rendered in

y,&.j};‘.:‘r..
"":'fg‘ "n\-:’i.-

a number of different medi-
ums, including pastels, water-
colour, ink, and dye. But the
defining theme throughout the
exhibition was colour.

Jack Moskowitz with his first solo art show, titled Jack’s Exhibition.

“My dad used to like colours
as well,” said Jack, who said
he gets a lot of his inspiration
from his family.

“My dad was an artist and

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

my grandpa from America was
an artist - he used to do water-
colour mostly.

“T have been doing art since
I was five years old. Now [ am

CALL THE EXPERTS

36, still doing art, and I will be
doing art for my whole life.”

Jack received tutoring and
support from a number of art-
ists in preparation for his ex-
hibition, including Sue Clark,
Laurie Spera, Amanda Ewing,
Deb Brock, Nigel Sparrow,
Samantha Claire, Simon Clark,
Iona Matheson, and Leigh Ann
Lomas from the Artsider work-
shop at the Supported Lifestyle
Hauraki Trust.

The exhibition was a huge
achievement for Jack, who said
he felt really happy to see his
art up on the gallery walls. It
was also well-received by the
public, with many of his pieces
selling quickly.

Jack also included a number
of screen-printed t-shirts in
the exhibition. He has plans
to print and sell more of his
t-shirt designs through his Ins-
tagram page, and also hopes to
stage another exhibition in the
future, this time at a friend’s
art gallery in Auckland.
DETAILS: Find Jack on Instagram
by searching @jackFM2.

Baker Joinery Ltd

Traftameardip wifd cars

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond
« LBP qualified » Houses bought & sold * House moving
« On-site moves ¢ Jacking & rolling « Structural moving
* Re-piling « Re-levelling « Pile driving « Push piles

Eitghens—Wardrobs Solutions—Loundry
Bathrsorme=Guilem mada lurnitura

P O PO DR CAON DT e ST I DT e OOy
Contoct BT 881 BRI infe@Eake=irmy.co.ng

A SO Sl e WL

oyl TV ed WaeA B

EHOWROOM OFEN SATURDAYE Bam 1o Ipm

N s N
“That Painter

skt 8 g
l'Ulrl..-il Lli.r'-ruuul,

+ Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

+ Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

SCRAP METAL

CARS

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

TYRES & BATTERIES

* TYRE amd BATTERY

VEHICLE

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with T T T

extended warranties Rubbish Disposal
» Wheel Alignments.
314 Pollen St, Thames Ph u 0800 754 724
Ph 868 8182 Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

SCRAP VEHICLES
-3 - ™

Bl HousewasH
HOUSEWASH

Soft-wash the exterior of your house,
roof, patios, paths and driveway.

For best Algae, Moss & Lichen treatment.
We also clean exterior of windows,
gutters and do general waterblasting
Prompt local service with over 20 yrs experience
Call for free quote

Andy Direct: 027 313 4386

" or 0800 737 777
or email: housewash@xtra.co.nz
PROPERTY SERVICES
OLD MATES
*Rubbish & green -
waste removal
* Lawns, hedges and
property tidy ups
* Deceased estate
clearing
* Gutters, windows
and water blasting

* Furniture moving
and more

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

M. PENINSULA JOINERY LTD

THAMES P: 07 868 6323

4 E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

AIIENS]UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

Hatikati
lass

WINDSCREENS

SWindscreen Replacements

TOWING

THAVMESTTOWING
& WORKSHOP

24HR Breakdown ¢« AA Towing * WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved

Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7
thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

PRECISION

WINDSCREENS /
We cotne to yott!

«3tone Chip Roepairs

Ph: OF S49 33989
110 Main Fowd, Katlkatl

[ Baghiind tha Calbes Servica Station)
wiwwy ka tilcatiglassa ndednds oreens.oo.mz

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements

Www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750
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Death Notice

Land Wanted

CLASSIFIEDS Deadiine Mondays 12 noon

Handyman

Situation Vacant

Public Notice

BAIN,

Malcolm (Boots):

Passed away at Liston

Heights, Taupo on Sunday,

26th April 2026, aged 70, after

illness.

Much loved son of Tom and

Alma Bain (deceased). Dearly

beloved brother of Eileen,

Lynette (deceased) and

Nancy.

A Service has been held.

All communication to suzanne.

liddington@gmail.com

L), runera

;_‘:‘ _,)/ﬂ/(y SERVICES

1 FUNERAL DIRECTORS.

Wanted to Lease/Rent
land while | look for
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text
Richard 0279332015

An experienced
handyman covering
all trades with over
20 years exp building
trade. Please contact
Laurie King

021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

FULL TIME QUALIFIED DIESEL MECHANIC REQUIRED
Monday - Friday.
Must be a team player and have a full drivers licence.

Send CV to andrew@centralmotors.co.nz
or phone Andrew on 027 285 0349

Handyman Services

For Lease

A

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance &

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Storage

For Sale

Petrol Chainsaw.
Trade Tested Flash
brand. 20”. Only used
once. $100 Ph 021 100
8709

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway
Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry
Units available
7x3.6mand7x5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Dry stock work

is available near Ngatea
Practical experience in farming
and livestock is necessary.
Driver’s license required.

3-4 months of variable hours and holiday
cover initially but could lead to
additional work beyond.

For more info or expressions of interest
please contact:
office@townshend.co.nz

Trades

Painters

Wanted To Buy

Victa Vacuum and
Blower Yard Sweeper
Phone Ron
0275703671

Gardening

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA
We will beat any legit quote for

storage in 10ft or 20ft containers
T&C'’s apply

FENCING
CONTRACTOR

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality
workmanship
Competitive prices
Call Matt
0211727 148

HAURAKI REGIONAL
PAINTERS
Over 12 years
experience, interior/
exterior. Refs available.
Free quotes.
Phone Graeme for all
your painting needs.
020 485 1312

Reliable painter, 40 yrs
experience. Interior/exterior
work. Quality finish, free
quotes. Call Shane 027 480
5586

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based.

Ph 021 060 7659

NEED STAFF? GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?
Advertise with the paper that is being read.

The Valley Praofile and get results!

Phone Nikki: 022 130 3885 or Phone Davidda: 022 174 3988

Department of Conservation
Te Papa Atawbhai

NOTIFICATION OF MUSEUM AND TRAMWAY
CONCESSION APPLICATION

The Minister of Conservation gives notice under section 17SC of the
Conservation Act 1987 of an application by Victoria Battery Tramway Society
Incorporated to operate a museum and tramway, as well as associated short term
guiding through the Kiln Tunnel, and hosting of occasional overnight NZMC
Association stays in the guest carpark, for a period of 30 years with a 30 year
right of renewal, at Victoria Battery Historic Reserve.

The Victoria Battery Tramway Society has been operating for this purpose since
1994.

Further details of the proposed concession are available at
www.doc.govt.nz/consultations

Any person or organisation may make a submission in writing to the Director-
General on the proposal. The submission must be made on a submission form
downloaded from the specific application webpage found at https://www.doc.

govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2026-consultations/ (or
available from your local DOC office).

You may make a submission by sending a written or electronic submission to:

Director-General

Department of Conservation,

Permissions Team

Private Bag 3072

Hamilton 3204

Attention: Akasha Warner-Mason

Senior Permissions Treaty Advisor

Email: awmason@doc.govt.nz

Submissions close on Sunday, 24th May 2026 at 5:00pm. Once submitted,
submitters’ information is subject to the Official Information Act 1982 and may
be released under that Act. If you wish to keep any part of your submission
confidential, you need to state this in writing when making your submission.

Any person or organisation wishing to be heard in support of his/her submission,
must request (within that submission) an opportunity to appear before the
Director-General.

If a hearing is required, it is likely to occur on the week starting 08/06/2026.

Public Notice

Public Notices

WANTED

We need

Volunteers for operations
At an operational level, we are looking for more volunteers to help with the work we do to
keep the doors open at The Treasury in Thames..
Located in Thames, The Treasury is a completely volunteer-run organisation. From our governance
group of eight to our current 20 operational volunteers, The Treasury is a vital part of the region’s
heritage network. Volunteers are crucial; helping with collecting, preserving, cataloguing, indexing,

and digitising historical records (photos, maps, documents). Tasks for volunteers also include helping
create oral history projects, archival work to safeguard community stories, and regular public historical
presentations along with visitor reception and grounds & property maintenance.

People with an interest in regional history, heritage, and storytelling. Individuals interested in learning
new skills in archiving and research. People who can meet and greet visitors to The Treasury, help them
navigate our library, guide them in researching the archives, talk to them about some of the region’s
history or help them choose books to buy from our catalogue. And, most of all, those who enjoy working
as volunteers with like-minded people in a community setting.

Board Secretary volunteer
At a governance level, we are looking for someone to be the Secretary to The Coromandel
Heritage Trust, the Board that governs The Treasury.
After many years of service, our Board Secretary has stepped aside. We are keenly missing his service
and are looking for another person to step into the role of fulfilling this valuable service to the trust.

Who are we looking for:
Operations: People with an interest in regional history, heritage, and storytelling. Individuals interested
in learning new skills in archiving and research. People who can meet and greet visitors to The Treasury,
help them navigate our library, guide them in researching the archives, talk to them about some of the

region’s history or help them choose books to buy from our catalogue.

Governance: Someone who has good secretarial skills and can; help the chair prepare and distribute
meeting agenda and related papers, attend Trust Board meetings (in person or online), transcribe and
distribute meeting records and, help ensure the Trust meets its statutory obligations.

The vital work our volunteers do ensures that historical records are kept secure while making them
accessible for family and local history research. Volunteers are the backbone of The Treasury, helping to
maintain and share the rich history of our communities.

If you would like to discuss your contribution as an operational volunteer at The Treasury, contact
Geraldine Dunwoodie, Patron & Volunteer Supervisor, The Treasury, geraldine@thetreasury.org.nz or
phone 021 612 946 or to discuss your contribution as board secretary for The Coromandel Heritage
Trust, contact John Sandford, chair@thetreasury.org.nz or phone 021 926 942

TREASURY

your help

The Treasury is the History & Family Research Centre for the Hauraki and Thames Coromandel region.
Already with almost 500,000 files, The Treasury collects, houses, preserves and makes accessible,
paper-based records and photographs of the history of the people, organisations and businesses from
all of the Coromandel Peninsula and the Hauraki region including the Hauraki Plains. The historic
Thames Carnegie Library and its purpose-built, temperature, dust and humidity-controlled archive, Te
Whare Pataka, is where The Treasury gathers, restores and protects our local history.

e mfﬁ-? s chﬂﬁs

THAMES
WORKINGMEN’S
CLUB (Inc).

Notice of AGM Saturday
23rd May 2026 10:00am

AGENDA

* Apologies

+ Minutes of previous AGM

+ Matters Arising

* President’s Report

» Manager’s Report

* Presentation of Statement
of Accounts

+ Subscriptions

+ Confirmation of Returning
Officers

+ Election of Board of Appeal

+ Election of Auditor

+ Election of Committee

* General Business

President
B. Harper

CARD CHECK AT DOOR

Last month’s
winner of the
lotto ticket was
Lyn Torstonson,
who found Pete
in the April 21
edition in the
Hauraki Taxation
advert.

Go to page 2
for details
about how to
enter.

Thames-Coromandel District Council

Meetings - May 2026

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the
following meetings, at the time of publishing, will be held during May
2026.

Council Meetings

Annual Pan Proposal Feedback Forum

Thursday 7 May 2026 - 09.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 515
Mackay Street, Thames

Ordinary Council
Tuesday 26 May 2026 - 09.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 515
Mackay Street, Thames

Citizenship Ceremony
Tuesday 12 May 2026 — 09.30am, Thames War Memorial Civic
Centre, 200 Mary Street, Thames.

Committee Meetings

Planning and Regulatory Committee

Thursday 14 May 2026 - 09.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 515
Mackay Street, Thames

Risk and Assurance Committee
Thursday 28 May 2026 - 09.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 515
Mackay Street, Thames

Please visit www.tcdc.govt.nz/meetings for copies of Agendas and
Minutes.

. ]
A Lawrie Tl s
CHIEF EXECUTIVE e
Thames-Coromandel District Council = =1

PAPER RUNNERS REQUIRED

We have 2 vacancies for paper runners
in Waihi. Immediate start...
Please contact Geoff: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
for more information.
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Proudly serving
our communities

since 1867

SUDOKU

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9

o,

W

“4% ~ TWENTYMANS

FUNERAL yft DIRECTORS

Since 1867

07 868 6003
funerals@twentymans.co.nz
@® www.twentymans.co.nz
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Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

EASY MEDIUM

JUMBO CROSSWORD

Across Dines (4) 27 Perfumed (7) O | T T 17 T T T T 1
1 Trunk (5) 64 Least (6) 29 Set apart (7)

4 Occasionally 65 Groove (3) 30 Covenant (6)

(5,3,3,4) 66 Uncurl (10) 31 Say (5) -

14 Have faith in (5) 68 Golfer’s helper (6) 32 Rebound (6)

15 Icy rain (5) 69 Lisped (anag)(6) 34 Wind blast (4) . .

16 Not known or 71 Scatter (9) 36 Majestic (5)

experienced (10) 76 Snigger (6) 38 Public swimming L

17 Anaesthetic liquid 77 Rally driver’s pool (5)

(5) assistant (9) 40 Barb (4) .

19 Plaything (3)

20 Recipe (7)

21 Defamatory (9)
22 Consternation and
distress (6)

25 With plumage (9)
27 Alcoholic drink (6)
28 Airborne (6)

79 Countin (7)

81 Sailor (3)

84 Eagle’s nest (5)
85 Arousing revulsion
(10)

86 Small pier (5)

87 Pondered (5)

88 React with great

45 Rub out (5) e
46 Burst open (7)
47 Flower (4)

48 Young cow (6)
49 Fulcrum (5)

50 Manlier (anag)(7)
52 Persuasive,
credible (10)

411/2(7 9/6(3/8|5
9/8/3|15/4|2]|7|6
6 57]|283|941
3/7,5|6 4/2|8]/1]9
86/4|191/7|5/2|3
12/9(835/764

6

7
5/3/1]14.2/8|6/9|7

HARD

EASY

O

33 Lullaby (10) anger (2,3,3,4,3) 53 Hates (7)

35 Digit (3) 89 Map (5) 54 Holy (6) - -
36 Gun-loading stick 55 Memory loss (7)

(6) DOWN 56 Condition (5) |

37 Hair-tidying article 2 Empty inside (6) 57 Intimate contact (4)

(4) 3 Water vapour (5) 62 Ordeal (5) .

39 Born (3) 5 Air hole (4) 67 Polluted (7) !

41 Baking container 6 Become conscious or 68 Actor’s garb (7)

(4,3) aware of (7) 70 Round of applause  ©*

42 Climb (6) 7 Sounds (6) (7)

43 Non-vowel (9) 8 Revolve quickly (5) 72 Building apex (7) -
44 Thrill (5) 9 Help develop, grow 73 Oddball (6) ]

45 Vision (8) (7) 74 European river (6)

50 Doctor (1,1) 10 Layer (4)
51 Madcap, foolhardy = 11 Of race (6)
(8) 12 Stale-smelling (5) 78 Send out (5) 1
55 Defence of being 13 Not going (7) 80 Bloodsucking worm &1
elsewhere (5) 14 Crush underfoot (7) (5)

58 Light metal (9) 18 Sparkling (10) 82 Coral bank (4)
59 Dolt (6) 23 Underneath (5) 83 Shortly (4)
60 Heighten (7) 24 Pull a face (7)
61 Mined material (3) 26 Eternal (7)

75 Newspaper boss (6)
76 Tie up (5) | T

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Harms, 4 Rake in the money, 11 Clamp, 14 Image, 15 Insecticide, 16 Scimitar, 19 Butcher,

20 Fuses, 21 Sculpture, 24 Separated, 26 Finish, 27 Choose, 31 Venom, 32 Tasmania, 34 Disconnect, 38
Minimum, 39 Adjust, 40 Chimed, 41 Shop, 42 Printer, 45 Implicated, 50 Entered, 54 None, 55 Hidden,

56 Lashes, 57 Relieve, 60 Adroitness, 61 Gangster, 62 Feted, 65 Canopy, 66 Corral, 67 Obstinate, 72
Displease, 73 Scone, 74 Learner, 79 Location, 80 Hairdresser, 81 Ducat, 82 Synod, 83 Babes in the wood,
84 Leads.

) |
i i & L i i | i a | |

DOWN: 2 Armour, 3 Magic, 5 Aunt, 6 Execute, 7 Nutmeg, 8 Hock, 9 Medicine, 10 Yachts, 11 Comprehend,
12 Alto, 13 Perfume, 17 Delay, 18 Classified, 22 Canal, 23 Together, 25 Emotion, 26 Frantic, 28 Senior,
29 Annual, 30 Scheme, 33 Madam, 35 Taped, 36 Sure, 37 Scot, 42 Panda, 43 Ignorant, 44 Reigns, 45
Indisposed, 46 Pony, 47 lllegal, 48 Absent, 49 Evens, 51 Need, 52 Eminent, 53 Envied, 58 Pinpointed, 59
Petty, 63 Trespass, 64 Onset, 65 Candles, 68 Bandsaw, 69 Aplomb, 70 Scorch, 71 Repaid, 75 Rouse, 76
Scan, 77 Iron, 78 Veto.
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W aitakaruru 33 and 92 Back Miranda Road

Two titles, land, location, and layered potential 417958

Rarely available, this 41.79 hectare (more or less) holding brings together scale, contour, and a well-placed setting for Tender (unless sold prior)

a versatile rural holding. Offered across two titles near the Firth of Thames, it suits a range of uses. Currently Closing 2pm, Wed 13 May 2026
supporting dairy grazing, it also lends itself to lifestyle living, with a defined building platform near the front. Cattle 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

yards with a loading race ensure practical stock handling, complemented by a high-stud implement shed. The dual
titles provide purchasing flexibility. Located within a connected rural district, it is around 13km from Ngatea, 15km
from Thames, with schooling nearby and coastal amenities within easy reach.

Phone for viewing times
Karl Davis 0508 838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
bayleys.co.nz/2630230 Sam Aislabie 027 429 5410

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

Boundary lines areindicative only

W aitakaruru Back Miranda Road

Room to create your country home 4237 1

Set across 4.2370 hectares (more or less) in Waitakaruru, this lifestyle block offers a clear canvas with a building For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty (unless sold prior)
platform ready for your plans. The contour suits a range of builds, from a generous country home to a compact design, 2pm, Wed 13 May 2026

with space for gardens, sheds, or a pool. With no covenants, you can shape the layout to suit. The nearby Firth of 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

Thames coastline adds appeal, with leisure options including golf and coastal escapes. Schooling includes Hauraki Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

Plains College and local primary schools. A flexible landholding with scope to build and develop over time. )
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

bayleys.co.nz/2630229 Sam Aislabie 027 429 5410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT2008

bayleys.co.nz
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BAYLEYS

Ngatea 2Bennerbdrive

Four bedroom home, double garage + big workshop

Positioned within a well-regarded township, this home offers convenient access to Thames, Auckland and Hamilton,
while the wider Hauraki region provides a variety of ways to enjoy your downtime. From exploring the Karangahake
Gorge, cycling the Hauraki Rail Trail and launching the boat at Kaiaua. The home itself presents a generous layout,
featuring four bedrooms, two bathrooms, complemented by a light-filled open plan living and dining area. This central
space extends effortlessly to a private deck, creating an inviting setting for entertaining. The kitchen offers ample
bench space and storage. An internal double garage plus a large external workshop provides flexibility.

bayleys.co.nz/2630204

1175 H 4 b=y 1 =1 2

Asking Price $850,000
View by appointment
Connor Davis 027 496 4622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
Seth Roe 027 320 6937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

Thames soc Totara Valley Road

Clear instructions - must be sold

This is a genuine opportunity to secure a well-positioned section on Totara Valley Road, just a short drive from
Thames. The property has returned to the market, and the vendors are highly motivated — it must be sold. Set onan
elevated site of approximately 1,257sgm (more or less), the section enjoys a peaceful rural outlook with space and
privacy that's increasingly hard to find so close to town. The land's contour is ideal for maximising the surrounding
views, offering a great foundation for your plans. Whether you're building a permanent home or creating a weekend
retreat, there's flexibility here to bring your vision to life.

bayleys.co.nz/2180960

],257sqm I:I

Auction (unless sold prior) 11am, Thu 21 May 2026
96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

View 10-10.30am Sun 10 May

Glenn Tanner 027 486 2399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz

Maddy Aislabie 027 780 4389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz

REA ACT 2008

MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L

bayleys.co.nz
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Whitianga 55 and 92 Racecourse Road

Urban-edge Whitianga development opportunity

« Positioned to benefit from Whitianga’s population growth and tourism
¢ 141.8564 ha (more or less) of flat, usable land
« |deal for visionary investors seeking a prime development opportunity

Arare large scale landholding on the edge of Whitianga offers a compelling opportunity for experienced developers
or well capitalised investors. Positioned alongside the town’s urban boundary, this flat greenfield site suits a
comprehensive master planned community incorporating residential, commercial, tourism and community amenities,
subject to council approval and long term growth potential overall.

bayleys.co.nz/2202229

141.8564+ [

Tender (unless sold prior)

Closing 4pm, Tue 26 May 2026
7 The Esplanade, Whitianga
View by appointment

Josh Smith 027 229 8865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

Thames 520 polien street

High profile retail location with holding yield

Positioned in the very heart of Thames’ established retail precinct, this high-profile main street property presents a
rare opportunity to secure a tightly held asset with both immediate income and compelling future upside. Held by the
same ownership for over 40 years, the property has long been home to the iconic Snowden’s Menswear store — a
testament to the strength and consistency of this location.

Now offered to the market for the first time in decades, the property provides flexibility to suit a range of buyers, with
options for continued income or a fresh start.

bayleys.co.nz/2180958

471sqm I:I SOOsqm Eﬂ

Tender (unless sold prior)
Closing 4pm, Thu 21 May 2026
459 Pollen Street, Thames
View by appointment

Geoff Graham 021733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz
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Kopu 52KopuRoad

Vacant “entry level” industrial opportunity. 556m Il 260m B3

Unlock this opportunity to secure a strategically located industrial property at an affordable price. Situated next to the Tender (unless sold prior)
newly established Kopu Marine Servicing and Business precinct, this small-scale, high-potential asset is ideal for land Closing 4pm, Fri 22 May 2026
bankers, entrepreneurial investors, or owner-occupiers. The property features two independent, free-standing 459 Pollen Street, Thames

industrial sheds with a combined floor area of 260sgm (more or less) on a 556sgm (more or less) industrial-zoned site.

Offering absolute flexibility, you can occupy one shed for your own business while generating rental income from the View by appointment

other. Both buildings are structurally sound, with positive earthquake ratings of 60% NBS and 80% NBS. Geoff Graham 021733 430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
bayleyS.CO.nZ/218°959 MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Boundary Iinz;m s

Kopu 9 Ngati Maru Highway

* 3,568 sgm (more or less) high-profile site 3 568 I:I 940 EEJ
f sgm sgm

* Returning $136,742pa + GST & outgoings
* National tenant, Farm Source

Auction (unless sold prior) 2pm, Thu 21 May 2026
1030 Victoria Street, Hamilton
View by appointment

A high-profile industrial investment positioned on busy Ngati Maru Highway in Kopu, just south of Thames. This well-
maintained 940.4 sgm (approximately) facility comprises a retail showroom, warehouse, offices, and a secure yard,
and is fully leased to Farm Source - the retail arm of Fonterra, New Zealand’s largest company and a global dairy

leader. Supported by a strong rural catchment and located alongside established national and local operators, the Josh Smith 027 229 8865
property offers a reliable income stream and long-term appeal in one of the country’s key dairy regions. josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
bayleys.co.nz/2180954

bayleys.co.nz
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Davis goes the full 418 for Hauraki North

By KELLEY TANTAU

A fter 418 senior games and
ore than four decades

tied to the club, Karl Davis fig-
ured the milestone of receiv-
ing his long-awaited Hauraki
North blazer deserved more
than just a moment - it de-
served a full week.

The blazer recognised Karl’s
418 senior A games for Hau-
raki North, but his overall con-
tribution to the club stretches
well beyond that - with more
than 100 additional appear-
ances across under-21 and sec-
ond division rugby, bringing
his total games for the club to
well over 500.

Karl, who was recently
named Bayleys New Zealand’s
number one country real estate
agent, said he made the most
of the occasion by wearing his
new blazer for a full week.

“T wore it every day to real
estate and slept in it the first
night,” he said.

“I've probably spent close
to five decades earning it, so I
thought it was only appropri-
ate to wear it for a week.”

Karl’s journey with the club
began in 1988, when an injury
meant he was called in to play
a third-round match in Coro-
mandel. He then progressed
through under-21s into senior
rugby in the early 1990s, even-
tually playing his final senior
match last year.

Karl Davis, centre, celebrates the 2024 Meads Cup champion win W|th Thames Valley.

His longevity has seen him
evolve across nearly every posi-
tion on the field. Starting as a
winger, then moving through
centre and fullback, he eventu-
ally found his place in the for-
wards.

“In the forwards... you just
got 100 chances to make a dif-
ference,” he said. “And I quite
liked the crash bash.”

The milestone blazer itself
came with a twist. After a four-

year hiatus due to a back inju-
ry, Karl returned for one final
game - making him eligible un-
der club rules.

“Because I played a game last
year, they decided that could be
my 100 game blazer, which was
a 400 game blazer, I suppose,”
he said.

And the presentation of the
blazer was made even more
special by the man who handed
it to him - his dad, Mike Davis,

Photos: SUPPLIED

himself a passmnate rugby fig-
ure who once played against
the British and Irish Lions in
1971.

“He would always have sto-
ries - I've probably heard some
100 times - but he played
against some players who were
folk heroes in New Zealand,
like BG Williams, Pine Tree
Meads and Gareth Edwards;
legends of the game,” Karl said.

“So I probably grew up hear-

e Houses

Garages

Karl Davis in his Hauraki North
blazer with Colin Parker.

ing about it and becoming in-
fatuated with the stories and
wanting to then go on and
make my father proud, he was
inspiring and very passionate
about sport.”

For Karl, however, rugby has
always meant more than mile-
stones. Reflecting on its place
in rural New Zealand, he said it
felt far more central to commu-
nity life in the 1980s.

“Rugby seemed to mean a
bit more back in the 80s,” he
said. “It was your nightclub, it
was your fitness, it was your ca-
maraderie, it was your mental
health.”

For him, it was those long-
running connections at Hau-
raki North - including playing
alongside both fathers and
their sons, and even grandsons
- that kept him in the game
year after year.
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