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Thames was starstruck this week as Ho ywood stars filtered into tOWt
for Obsidian, the working title of the Minecraft Movie sequel.

By ALICE PARMINTER and DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

ollywood celebrities Jack Black, Jason Momoa, and K|rsten
Dunst were among the stars confirmed to be in towg‘

for the filming of the Minecraft Movie sequel, which
was largely taking place in a block of shops at the '
Grahamstown end of Pollen St.

Preparation for the filming had already begun
over the weekend, with the film crew putting
up temporary signage over existing store-
fronts to change the stores into shops from
the fictional town of “Chuglass”.

Filming began early on Monday
morning. Pollen St was cordoned off
between Pahau and Cochrane Streets,
with many of the affected businesses
taking to social media to confirm they
had been asked to remain closed on
Monday and Tuesday while filming
was taking place.

Onlookers hoping for a glimpse of a
movie star were rewarded for their pa-
tience when Jack Black stepped away
from the set to engage with fans. The
Minecraft Movie star was happy to chat
and take selfies, even waving out and
reacting to the crowds between takes.

An art director told The Profile the pro-
duction was great business for Thames.

“We’ve tried to be as friendly as we can to
the town, and employ locals and get local con- |
tractors - it’s a good injection of money,” he said.

“It’s a big thing closing down a block of retail, it’s
not easy.” He said the experience had been fantastic.

“It’s a fun film. The cast are really nice. It’s got a goodVibe' ghts, camera, action for Hollywood star Jack
around it,” he said. “It’s quite surreal. You sort of know it'as’ w 1ack, who raced into Thames yesterday to film scénes
local place and then all the actors are there - it just feel 0 for the Minecraft Movie'sequel
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W directly into landfill ... that makes me see red!
Well, it’s a no brainer ... make the Smartest move,

QQ) call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.
41 Get your clean green bin for your business foday.
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your everyday.”

Other onlookers were also
thrilled to be a part of the expe-
rience.

“It’s not every day something
like this happens in a small
town like Thames,” a traffic con-
trol staff member said.

The Thames filming is week
four of on-location shooting,
with filming previously taking
place in Huntly in April.

Along with the Pollen St site,
some filming work will be tak-
ing place in Victoria Park in
Thames, where sets including
an iron golem-themed play-
ground have been constructed.

A crew member said there
was another week or so of film-
ing due to take place in New
Zealand before the production
moved back into the studio.

" Thames’ Grahamstown and Victoria Park were transformed
into the fictional town of Chuglass. Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

CLIFF DEATH

A person was found deceased following
a suspected fall in Onemana. Emergency
services were called to the location, on
the coastline near Onemana Dr, about
9.30pm on May 13. The person has been
recovered, Police are providing support to
their family. Enquiries are continuing.
CROQUET BURGLARY

A break-in at the Thames Croquet Club
over the weekend of May 9-10 has
caused nearly $1000 worth of damage.
The thieves damaged locks and broke a
window to gain access to the building.
Club treasurer Sheryl McConnell said it
was a “mindless act”, with the perpetra-
tors getting away with only a few packets
of biscuits and some keys. “Thames Police
were on the job promptly, fingerprints
were sought and our club members got
quickly onto repairing the damage.”
MINE BLESSING

The Wharekirauponga underground mine
was blessed and dedicated at a predawn
ceremony on May 13. Work has already
begun on the tunnel, which is part of the
Waihi North Mining Project. OceanaGold
said the project will be its “largest, most
meaningful, most significant capital in-
vestment of scale” and is forecast to gen-
erate over NZS8 billion of export revenue
for New Zealand.

BOOK FAIR

The Waihi Lions Club Book Fair is on dur-
ing King’s Birthday weekend at the Waiht
Memorial Hall on Seddon St. Opening
hours are May 30, 9am-4pm and May
31, 10am-2pm. Good quality books and
games can be donated until May 25.
Drop-off points are BP and Mobil in Waih,
Caltex in Paeroa, and Waihi Beach Home-
ware. No magazines or encyclopedias.
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
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Hardware
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Farmlands Gisland

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames
07 868 6608
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Clock’s ticking
for councils

By ALICE PARMINTER

The government is giving lo-
cal councils a three-month
window to develop proposals for
amalgamation as it works to “sim-
plify and strengthen” the local
government system.

The fast-tracked timeline for
the local government reform pro-
gramme was announced on May 5,
introducing the “Head Start path-
way”. The voluntary process gives
councils a chance to propose their
own plans for restructure or amal-
gamation within their regions.

The government indicated a
clear preference for creating uni-
tary authorities, which combine
the functions of regional and city
or district councils.

Groups of councils can submit
proposals to cover all or some of
their regions.

Regional councils are not eligi-
ble to submit proposals, but can
contribute to their development.

Any councils which do not take
part in the pathway will instead
face compulsory reorganisation by
the government.

The Waikato Mayoral Forum
had already been exploring the
possibilities of restructuring, fol-
lowing the government’s initial
announcements about reform in
November last year.

Forum chair Hamilton City
Council Mayor Tim Macindoe said
in a statement a four-stage pro-
gramme to facilitate this process

had been developed.

Meanwhile, Thames-Coroman-
del District Mayor Peter Revell
said his council was supportive of
the reforms, however, he wanted
to ensure the community could
still contribute to any potential
proposals. The matter will be
discussed at the May 26 council
meeting on May 26.

“This [is] a very tight timeframe
for the people of the Coromandel
to contribute to this conversation,”
he said. “We have to be completely
open and transparent through this
process.”

Hauraki District Mayor Toby
Adams said conversations within
his council were underway, but he
would not be drawn on details.

However, the council said it
would share information with the
community as it became available.

Waikato Regional Council Chair
Warren Maher said his council fa-
voured a single unitary authority
in the region and wanted to work
with the Waikato Mayoral Forum
to develop the option.

“Our council has always said
change is needed in local govern-
ment and now there’s a pathway to
join forces to do so,” he said.

“We're focused on how we can
operate at the right scale while im-
proving efficiency and strengthen-
ing service delivery.”

Successful Head Start propos-
als are expected to be finalised by
2027, with changes implemented
ahead of the 2028 local elections.
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Temporary home for library

By KELLEY TANTAU

The Whangamata Community
Library will reopen in a tempo-
rary location after King’s Birthday
Weekend, following the closure
of its original site due to ongoing
leaky building and mould issues.

Library committee chairperson
Jacqui James said library services
would operate from the corner of
Port and Hunt Roads, at 119 Hunt
Rd, while repairs were carried out
at the library’s usual premises.

She said the new location, while
smaller than the original site,
would allow most services to con-
tinue for members and visitors for
up to 12 months.

Library staff had already begun
sorting the collection, she said,
with some books moving to the

temporary site and others being
placed into storage until the library
can return to its Port Rd home.

The Whangamata Community
Library is a non-profit organisa-
tion run by volunteers and only
partially funded by Thames-Co-
romandel District Council, with
Whangamata ratepayers contrib-
uting $79,133 this financial year.

The sudden closure of the li-
brary - which operated out of the
Thames-Coromandel District
Council-owned building - in April
followed mould toxicity testing
and longstanding concerns over
leaks within the building.

At the time, community librar-
ians Karen Corban and Katina
Morgan described the closure as
difficult but necessary, saying the
building issues had persisted for

several years.

They said the facility served as
far more than a place to borrow
books, functioning as a commu-
nity hub where residents could
study, access the internet, attend
programmes, and connect with lo-
cal groups.

Jacqui thanked library members
and users for their patience over
recent weeks. “With our librarians
and volunteer staff working to-
gether, we look forward to getting
the temporary site operational.”

She extended the library’s
thanks and appreciation to Coro-
mandel Insurance Services, the
Whangamata Community Board,
and Thames Coromandel District
Council. The aim is for services to
resume from the temporary loca-
tion by June 2.

Youth program

Recently cadets from Thames and Ngatea attended the children's day
in Thames and were active in demonstrating CPR and helping show
people through one of the ambulances. Learning CPR from an early
age has a positive impact on survival rates from cardiac arrest in the

community.

Our Penguin Programme caters for the 5 to 8 year olds to introduce
these young people into fun and adventure in a controlled and
supervised environment. The Cadet Programme is for the 8 to 18 year
olds and provides a focus on first aid, healthcare, leadership and

general life skills.

Both are popular and aid with increasing community resilience.

Hato Hone
St John

> make positive impacts on todays youth

>
>
>
>

If you have children looking for fun and development, there are

developing leadership, life skills and fun
we mentor and coach in life skills

build self-esteem and confidence
provide exciting leadership development

currently some vacancies on each programme.

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

For further information phone Shane Deverill on 021 955 860 or

email: hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

Flexirest

Mattress.

50%
off.

Chiropractic
HDX Reflex Bed.

50%
off.

Serenity
Breeze Bed.

Sanctuary

Chiropractic
Limited
Edition Bed.

Midnight Bed.

BAXTE RS

55%
off.

Swisstek
Precision Bed.

50%
off.

Swisstek
Pinnacle Bed.

Selected
Pillows.

Beds Rus

Where dreams begin.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 SeEALEY ST, THAMES | PH 07 868 6128
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New Haurakl tradltlon celebrates excellence

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Instead of waiting until the end
of the year to celebrate its stu-
dents’ successes, Hauraki Plains
College has kicked off a new tra-
dition to highlight high achievers
earlier in the year.

Excellence Breakfasts are a time
to pause, recognise and celebrate
students who have earned NCEA
excellence credits so far in 2026.

The school held a combined
year 12 and 13 breakfast recently
and a separate one for year 11, but
next year they aim to have three
separate events, principal Sharon
Moller said.

They were a time for students
and their families to eat breakfast
together, with academic students
leading the event with an intro-
duction, karakia and speech about
what NCEA excellences entailed.

Guest speakers also handed out
certificates and badges to students
who received excellence grades.

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams
and former student Rosemary
Firth were the guest speakers at
the event, sharing their views on
topic of achieving excellence. The
principal said students were excit-
ed and proud to be acknowledged
for their excellence grades.

“They have attended the break-
fasts with parents and grandpar-
ents. It has been lovely to celebrate
these early wins together.”

Three of the students who were
honoured as part of the new school
tradition were Lucia Suess and

Ben Martin, Keiley Howard and Lucia Suess celebrate their excellence grades.

Ben Martin, of year 13, and Keiley
Howard, of year 11. They said the
recognition encouraged them to
continue to strive for excellence
and boosted their confidence.

Lucia, who snapped up excel-
lence grades in maths, English,
classics and chemistry, said she
was most proud of the English
achievement.

“It was a very hard, lengthy topic
to study [and] required a lot of

ESERVED FOR EXGELLENGE

kson, Stella Hayward, Roanne Villen, fesva
Lywal Para)ul,

time on my part so I'm glad it paid
off,” she said.

The breakfast was a “new and
exciting experience” and allowed
students and parents to celebrate
together the work it took to get
there, she said.

Lucia learned that if she man-
aged her time effectively “I can
create less stress for myself”.

“By doing that [I] have more
time to do more things outside of

Year N: Gemmao Baker, Akean Edvo
Mekay,

Hayes, Sodio

Photo: SUPPLIED

schoolwork.”

One skill beyond academics that
helped Lucia to succeed was “a
happy positive outlook on life”.

Meanwhile, Ben Martin said
it was helpful to focus on other
things, such as his social life and
hobbies.

He was most proud of passing
two calculus topics with excellence
- topics he wasn’t familiar with be-
fore this year, he said.

Hovon-Groco Monrod

He believed the breakfast was
a “good opportunity” to show his
parents the work he’d done dur-
ing the term, he said, and to “see
the results” of his hard work.

A bit of planning was key for
staying organised and motivated
when he started to get busy, he
said.

“Itry to create a schedule of due
dates and I prioritise in order of
importance. Doing that allows me
to concentrate more on the most
important assessment,” he said.

Fellow excellence achiever Kei-
ley Howard said she stayed organ-
ised by ensuring she was “on top
of the deadlines”.

She also organised assessments
in order of priority.

“This year I have really realised
the importance of time and time
management,” she said.

Her excellence grades were
in relation to her calculus and
health, and she said she was most
proud of her health assessment.

“I felt like I really made an im-
pact on my community by giving
gl fgod basket to a struggling fam-
ily.

It was her first year as an NCEA
student, but her teachers really
supported her and had “given me
the confidence” to do well.

The encouragement the stu-
dents wanted to share with others
was to have confidence in what
they could do.

“Surround yourself with posi-
tive people” and “take every op-
portunity you can get”, they said.
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Sophia Allery Lty Maisey, Brooke McoMeekan, Anobel MerZ LUCio Suess,
Camryn Young, lzzy Brodiey, Cameron Churchill, Angel Dean, Abigail Dovey,
Georgia Grean, Malia Moson, Ambear Perry, Harmony Sarsfietd, Tayler Gilbbs,
Mox Goodhond, Zoe Morgan, Stevie Salby, Nirvana Shaw, Jenno Temple, Ella
Vanhoovels, Give Altken Gummer, Carter CEfton; Harsharn Kour, Lyla Roberts,
KEacey Soppet, Benjamen kMartin




www.valleyprofile.co.nz

ll
Rob Wood, centre, celebrates with relatives and friends.

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Celebrating 102 years

By ALICE PARMINTER

Hetherington House resident Rob
Wood isn’t a fan of the limelight,
but on May 15 he was the guest of hon-
our at a very special morning tea.

The celebration saw the Waihi man
celebrate his 102nd birthday, sur-
Eounded by friends and family mem-

ers.

Born in Ashburton on May 17, 1924,
Rob spent much of his life in public ser-
vice. He served as a supplies clerk for
the Royal New Zealand Air Force in the
later years of World War II before mov-
ing to Wellington to take up various po-

Rob also spent some years overseas
working in Foreign Affairs, and in 1967
was appointed the Vice Consul for the
New Zealand Embassy in Washington,
DC in the United States.

Rob and his wife Joan retired to Tau-
ranga, spending many happy years in
Papamoa.

These days, Rob enjoys following var-
ious sports, having an interest in rugby,
tennis, and golf, among others.

Rob was nonchalant about reaching
his 11th decade, and when asked his se-
cret to longevity he had some very sage
advice, accompanied by a cheeky grin:
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Movies from Thursday 21 May to Wednesday 27 May
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

A Museum of Humanity: The Time Traveller’s Guide to Hamilton Gardens (73 mins) G. The story of
how a city rubbish dump was transformed into a collection of gardens from ancient Egypt to the surreal future.
Sgt Haane (88 mins) M. True WWII story. The story of Sgt Haane of the 28th Maori Battalion, who leads a
group of Battalion soldiers — all related, all cousins — up a precipitous cliff face and into the pages of history.
A Private Life (103 mins) M. French comedy starring Jodie Foster. When a renowned psychiatrist learns
of the death of one of her patients she is deeply troubled. Convinced that it was murder, she investigates.
Caterpillar (97 mins) M. Follows three women living in a leaky Wellington villa. 16yo Cassie; her
mother, a filmmaker on the brink of a breakthrough; and her grandmother, who has an obsession
with raising monarch caterpillars and one day seeing the butterfly migration in Mexico.

The Sheep Detectives (109 mins) PG. A witty new mystery about a shepherd (Hugh Jackman) who reads
detective novels to his sheep every night, assuming they can’t understand. But when a mysterious incident
occurs, the sheep become the detectives. Investigating human suspects, they become brilliant crime-solvers.
The Devil Wears Prada 2 (119 mins) M. 2026 movie. Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway, Emily Blunt and
Stanley Tucci return to the fashionable streets of New York City and the sleek offices of Runway Magazine.
Michael (130 mins) M. Musical biographical drama telling the story of Michael Jackson’s life from lead
of the Jackson Five to how his creative ambition led him to become the biggest entertainer in the world.
Coming from Thursday 28 May: Tuner: A talented piano tuner’s skills for tuning pianos lead him to
discover an aptitude for cracking safes, turning his life upside down. Words of War: The true story of
journalist and human rights activist Anna Politkovskaya who fights to be a voice of truth for the Russian people.

sitions in the Education Department. “just keep breathing”.
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Thomas Cook
Mason Duffle Bag.
Ideal for overnight stays,

work or serious travel.

Available in

Khaki and Navy

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056
www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

focused on profit and wealth development

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090
Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

COMPREHENSIVE VETERINARY SERVICES
FOR FARM & COMPANION ANIMALS

iauraiV ET9

Your 100% Local Vets

NGATEA 07 867-7056
PAEROA 07 862-7056
THAMES 07 868-3013

PL0619006

ott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp

National

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
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Exceptional. Every day.

© eves.conz

Paeroa
15 Junction Road

The Perfect Start - Plus a Little More

Enjoy comfortable living in this tidy two-bedroom
cottage on a fully fenced section. Ideal for first-home
buyers, investors, or downsizers, it features open-plan
living, a practical kitchen, and a heat pump for year-
round comfort.

i
g;% eves.conz/ewa21605

Waihi
176 Kenny Street

A Comfortable Home with Added Extras

This property offers space, practicality, and a well-
considered layout for comfortable living. Set on a
generous, fully fenced section, the outdoor area is well
established with a greenhouse, dog run, and raised
g‘arden beds.

%‘%ﬁ eves.co.nz/ewa21621

Waihi
60 Victoria Street, Waikino

Where Nature Whispers and Comfort

Awaits

Tucked among beautiful gardens, this two-bedroom

home offers a sanctuary where nature and comfort

meet. Open plan kitchen and living/dining flow
mlessly to outdoor entertaining areas.

% eves.conz/ewa21266

ist's impressio

2= o Gy 1 i2my =

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Tues 26 May (unless sold prior)
View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

shmm 1 Gy 12D 1 (@)

Asking Price $590,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

ol 1 Gy 122 1 (@)

Asking Price $649,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester mullan@eves.co.nz

S

Waihi

9 Cornwall Street

Relaxed Comfort & Views

A cosy two-bedroom home. The main bedroom is a
really good size with a double wardrobe designed for
easy everyday living, with a peaceful outlook to the A &
P Showgrounds. Inside, find the open-plan lounge and
I%iniag area enjoy all day sun.

> 31 eves.conz/ewa2l706

Waihi
10A Hobson Street

Split-Level Living in a Leafy Setting
Tucked away in a private, leafy setting, this split-level
home offers space, flexibility, and a layout that adapts
to the way you live. Positioned on a substantial
1,138sgm (approx.) section. Call Brooke Edwards for
g’tore information.

E&% eves.co.nz/ewa21649

Waihi
7 Heath Road

Lifestyle Living, Town Convenience

Positioned to enjoy sun throughout the day on lha
(more or less) on the edge of town this lifestyle
property delivers the perfect balance of freedom and
everyday convenience. Designed for relaxed family
livinlg.
EI.
eves.conz/ewa21307
i

ol 1 Gy 125 1 @)

Asking Price $629,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

skmm | G 225 1 (@)

Asking Price $680,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

3l | G 12D 2 (@)

Asking Price $1,049,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester. mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
32 Silverton Road

Suntrap on Silverton

North-facing three-bedroom home on a fully fenced
1,277saqm (approx.) section. Features open plan living,
timber floors, large front deck, detached single garage
with power and additional double garage, offering
I%omfort, space and future opportunity.

i ! eves.co.nz/ewa21543

slmm | Gy 12D 3 (@)

Asking Price $655,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

Waihi

25 Princes Street

Price Reduced - Owners on the Move!

Set on a generous 830sgm (more or less) freehold
section, the property offers space, privacy, and
opportunity. The expansive backyard provides room for
children and pets to play, scope to enhance with
%e;_r‘den&
=

% eves.conz/ewa21359

fvadd

shmm 1 Gy 12D 1 (@)

Asking Price $590,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Shelfish harvesting rule changes mooted

By ALICE PARMINTER

Fisheries New Zealand (FNZ) is call-
ing for submissions on proposed
changes to the management of recrea-
tional shellfish harvesting in the Auck-
land-Coromandel area amid ongoing
concerns about overharvesting and sus-
tainability.

The government agency is looking at
several possible options, including full
or partial closures of intertidal areas -
the section of land which lies between
the high and low watermarks on the
shore - for recreational harvesting.

The proposed rules would encompass
the east and west coastlines of Auckland
and the Coromandel, extending 200m
seaward from the high tide mark and
including the rocky shore, rockpools,
sand, and mud areas.

FNZ is also considering changes to the
daily recreational limits for shellfish and
other intertidal species.

Currently, people are allowed a com-
bined recreational daily limit of 50
shellfish per person. There are also 11
named species, including bivalves, rock
lobsters, kina and paua, which are sub-
ject to individual daily limits. Toheroa
take is prohibited.

One proposed rule change option is a
combined recreational daily limit of 10
shellfish per person for any species not
covered by an individual daily limit.

The agency is also considering nar-
rowing the range of species allowed to
be collected under the general daily lim-
it, as well as adding new limits for spe-
cies currently not covered by the restric-
tions, such as crabs, octopuses, squid,
shrimps, and sea cucumbers.

Information sheets about the pro-
posed changes said the intertidal area
supported a diverse range of plants and
animals vulnerable to impacts from hu-
man activities, including harvesting,
sedimentation, and pollution.

“In recent months, Fisheries New Zea-
land has received increased reports of
intensive shore-based harvesting from
the rocky shore and rock pools at par-
ticular locations. Many of the species
being targeted by recreational fishers,
including limpets, whelks and periwin-
kles, are subject to a combined daily
limit of 50 shellfish per person, which
means a large amount of these shellfish
can be taken by harvesters each day,”
the agency said.

“Fisheries New Zealand is seeking
feedback on measures that aim to ad-
dress sustainability risks associated

oA

N

F
h [
-

with shore-based harvest pressure.”
FNZ is also seeking feedback on po-
tential monitoring and education initia-
tives to support successful implementa-
tion.
DETAILS: Submissions can be made until
5pm on June 12, by emailing FMsubmis-
sions@mpi.govt.nz. See www.mpi.govt.
nz/shore-based-shellfish for more info.

Death catches up to Norweglan seaman

New Maori

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

en the schooner Re-

ward went ashore on its

way from Oamaru to Auckland

with a cargo of produce in May,

1887, the vessel immediately
broke into pieces.

It was around 6.30pm, about
20 miles from the Mahia Penin-
sula near Portland Island.

The fog had been so dense
that the captain could not see
the Portland Island lighthouse.

Frederick Olin, a 29-year-old
Norwegian able seaman, as well
as the captain, the cook and two
other seamen, made it into a
boat but not far from the sink-
ing Reward, the boat struck
something and began filling
with water.

The captain, cook and one
seaman were drowned. Fred-
erick Olin and Edward Lam-
bert managed to reach land,
stripped of their clothes. Local
Maori found them the next day
and took them to Mahia.

Fifteen months later, in Au-
gust 1888, Frederick was busy
scraping the masts of the ketch
Reliance which was loading
timber at the Turua mill in the
Thames Valley.

The mill, the property of the
Hauraki Saw Mill Co, was man-
aged by Mr Bagnall and pro-
vided constant employment for
about 20 workers. Extensive
stands of kahikatea, or white
pine, amounting to around 50
million feet, belonged to the
mill.

Bagnall’s sold timber as well

Frederlck was working on the ketch Rellance when he feII

SUPPLIED

as constructing bee boxes, bee
hives, flooring, ceilings, skirting
boards and packing cases.

The mill had an output of
60,000 feet of kahikatea per
week. Much of this was export-
ed to Wellington, Christchurch,
Oamaru and Australia on the
several vessels coming and go-
ing from the mill’s wharf.

Now Frederick sat high up
among the masts at the wharf
on some scaffolding he had con-
structed.

Suddenly one of the cross-
pieces gave way and Freder-

ick was precipitated 4oft to the
bottom of the hatchway. In the
fall his arm struck the hatch-
way and was fractured, and his
head, which he landed on, was
badly contused.

He was picked up in an
insensible state by Captain
Pallerson, who was stand-
ing close by. The mill leant
their steam launch to Cap-
tain Pallerson and Frederick
was taken to Kopu then on to
Thames hospital on the top of
a cab, his injuries preventing
him from being placed inside.

The hospital was reached
about 4.30pm, three hours af-
ter Frederick’s fall. Dr Callan
dressed the wounds and set
the broken arm, but there did
not seem to be much hope of
recovery.

Captain Pallerson thanked
the Messrs Bagnall for their
kindness in giving such valu-
able assistance to the injured
man.

Four days after the accident
Frederick died; no inquest was
considered necessary.

A few days later at a meet-
ing of the hospital trustees the
expenses of Frederick’s burial
were discussed. Captain Bayl-
don, harbourmaster, felt that
the owners of the Reliance
were liable for the expenses
incurred and he was confident
they would pay all the charges.

Frederick, having cheated
death once, was buried at
Shortland cemetery, Thames.

Community
Awards

ominations are now open for

the inaugural Te Pa Harakeke
Hauraki Maori Community Awards,
recognising the people whose
quiet, consistent mahi (work)
strengthens whanau and communi-
ties across Hauraki.

The awards were established by
Te Whariki Manawahine o Hauraki
Women'’s Refuge. “These awards
are about honouring those whose
contributions often go unseen, but
whose impact is deeply felt by our
communities,” Te Whariki co-chair
Tania Weidenbohm said.

The awards will be held on July
11 at the Thames War Memorial
Civic Centre, during Matariki.

“There are people across Hauraki
whose mahi holds our communities
together, and most of them would
never ask to be acknowledged,” Te
Whariki co-chair Michael Barlow
said.

Chief executive Denise Messiter
added, “[This] is our way of saying:
we see you, we honour you, and
we are stronger because of you.”

There are six award categories:
whanaungatanga and collec-
tive empowerment; social and
economic wellbeing - Rangatahi
Innovator award; environmental
wellbeing; community safety and
resilience; cultural revitalisation
and resilience; and wahine Maori
leadership.

DETAILS: Nominations close at
5pm on June 19. Nominees can be
an individual, whanau, kaupapa
or ropi whose work deserves to
be recognised. See form.typeform.
com/to/yzbuATia for more.
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ETAL RECOVERIES
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SCRAP METAL BUYERS & RECYCLERS

Trade

IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE

Thames

BROKENSHIRE & ROSS

WORHE | CaCAl L LT A A MG BFC AR ATR

cooper

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

PH: (07) 868 9422

Stephen Young

0274 820 536
o " n

W W W
P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables
- Extrusions - Fasteners

- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases
- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools
- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing

online@readbros.co.nz

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

SERVICES

Plumbing ¢ Drainlaying

Roofing « Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500
E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &
BUSINESS ADVISORS

Creating freedom in your business.

-0:1"8’93 99"5"".* '

mall@coope'raltken‘co -nz-r

' 104 Sealey Streethf{gmﬁﬁ* ’

e i —_

www.cooperaitken.co.nz
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Modelling flood risk:'Water finds a way’

A_ drop of water lands on a high
ountain range. Which way

will it flow? And where will it end
up?

There may be inherent unpre-
dictability in complex systems,
but recent advancements in hy-
drological modelling and adja-
cent fields have led to significant
improvements in the predictive
power at our fingertips - especially
in catchment-scale assessments
and flood prediction.

In 2024, Waikato Regional
Council mapped the entire Wai-
kato Region in high-resolution
3D, providing a crucial dataset to
underpin new models.

“Hydrological modelling utilises
computer simulations that repre-
sent how water moves through
the landscape, taking real data
about rainfall, land surfaces, soils
and waterways and using physical
laws to predict where the water
will go and when,” council senior
engineer Steven Cornelius said.

The council recently developed
a pioneering hydrological model
of the Hauraki Plains catchment
from the data. The model now
forms the basis of the risk as-
sessment and a potential adapta-
tion plan for the plain, providing
expected flood water depths and
extents for different scenarios in
a scientifically advanced and ro-
bust way. “The work gives us a
digital version of the entire Hau-
raki catchment - the basin-shaped
area bounded by natural features,
including hills and mountains,
that ultimately drains water to the

Floodgates near the Criterion Bridge in Paeroa hold back flood waters.

sea,” Steven said. “This lets us ex-
periment with rain, river flows and
flooding without having to wait for
the next storm.”

All models needed to be rigor-
ously calibrated and validated
against past events to provide con-
fidence in their level of accuracy,
with results released after robust
checks against community feed-
back, council said.

Community engagement is un-
derway in the Hauraki Plains area
to provide this check and help peo-
ple understand that modelling is
mherently complex and no model
is ‘perfect. However, the model
will provide insights into the way

the catchment system works. The
sessions also enabled residents to
get to grips with what the mod-
elled projections and scenarios
show and how they might inform
future initiatives.

Real-world scenarios illustrate
the potential and importance of
increasingly advanced models.
On January 21, when remote sen-
sors along the Ohinemuri River
upstream of Paeroa alerted the
council to rising water levels, the
flood gates were able to be closed
well before the road and parts of
the town could be affected by what
ultimately swelled into a raging
torrent.

Photo: SUPPLIED

“Sensors give us data to act on in
real time,” Steven said.

“In the case of Paeroa, we rely
on water level gauges in the Oh-
inemuri River to trigger closure of
the gates that protect the town. We
are now able to run forecast and
recorded rainfall through a hydro-
logical model to predict river levels
in advance. This gives additional
preparation time for our field
crews to close the gates and ad-
ditional lead time for emergency

response planning.
“Dealing with complexity is
where hydrological modelling

comes into its own. Using detailed
topography with idealised current

and future rain conditions, we can
predict what might happen in fu-
ture weather events, even at scales
we’ve never seen before.”

This enhanced council’s ability
to proactively plan and reactively
support communities, he said.

“It means we can better priori-
tise cost-effective asset mainte-
nance and construction in the best
places, to optimum specifications.
And it means, when another sen-
sor starts blinking at us, we can
make better real-time decisions to
keep communities safe.”

Looking to the future, hydro-
logical modelling will also en-
able the exploration of different
climate change projections and
the development of more effec-
tive nature-based solutions where
feasible to help absorb, redirect,
work around and identify oppor-
tunities in natural flow patterns,
rather than attempting to hold
back change.

“Water always finds a way,” Ste-
ven said.

“The beauty of hydrological
modelling is that, instead of try-
ing to fend off the forces of na-
ture, it seeks to understand them
and anticipate them - informing
solutions that work with them to
achieve better outcomes for com-
munities”.

The council is in the process of
developing catchment-scale hy-
drological models for catchments
across the region and expects to
be in a position to start sharing
these with communities beyond
the Hauraki Plains during 2026.

FoR EARTHWORKS

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &

Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

ForR CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River

Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell
Palm Kernel

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

= Bark

= Animal Bedding

= Garden Media

= Metal

= Drainage Metal

WE HALE LTD
? BULK HALILAGE « LIME & FIETILIZEE SPECIALISTS

= Lime

-
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R Winps pInT Wl
GROUND SFREAD OFERATODNS

& Ferfilizer Spreading

= Drchard Spreading

* Organic Spreading

+ Gonsignment Store - Bulk and Bags
= forth & South Lime

= fggregate & Decorative Stone
= Gompost

= Spreadmark Certified

* Govl Certified Weigh Bridge
* Stockfeed Cartage

Email; office&wehale.co.nz

Email; officed kbz2018. co.nz
Mobile: 0274 844 083
Phone: (09) 232 5804
Fhone: {09) B00 241 501

* 868 Coalfields Rd, Maramarua, RD1, Pokeno 2471 » Phone 09 232 5834 »
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Wilding pine control

Wilding pine control on sacred land
near Whangamata will restore the
mauri of the Maori land block and help
the economy of the coastal town, tangata
whenua guardian group Tunaiti Kaitiaki
Roopu says.

Waikato Regional Council is undertak-
ing the control on the 200 hectare coastal
Tunaiti-Otahu block as part of its 10-year
strategic plan to work with landowners
and communities to contain and reduce
the spread of wilding pines on the Coro-
mandel Peninsula.

The control work, by contractor Preda-
tor Free Hauraki Coromandel, started in
January after a site blessing. It follows the
removal of wilding pines from the wildlife
sanctuary Hauturu Motu/Clark Island,
off the coast in Whangamata, in 2024.

“This wilding pine control will restore
the taonga of this place by improving the
habitat for our native wildlife,” Tunaiti
Kaitiaki Roopu chairman Errol Gilbert of
Uru Ngawera/Ngati Pu said.

“The community will also benefit. Mak-
ing our land healthier and prettier to look
at is good for the economy — it attracts
people, so, it’s good for tourism and jobs.”

Wilding pines are a significant pest
plant issue across the whole of the Co-
romandel Peninsula. They are one of the
most invasive tree species groups in the
world because of their ability to spread
seed and grow fast and tall across many
different ecosystem types and landscapes.

They outcompete native plant species
and impact on native fauna through habi-
tat loss, thereby desecrating sites of cul-
tural significance and affecting amenity
and landscape values, particularly coastal
areas that are of importance for tourism
and recreation.

“For Uru Ngawera/Ngati Pu, this land

is sacred,” Errol said.

“It has numerous archaeological sites,
including pepeha areas, urupa and pa
sites.

“From a heritage point of view, it’s
important to stop invasives from taking
over. Wilding pine control is a big piece in
the jigsaw of cultural and ecological res-
toration to restore the mauri life force of
this land.”

For the three-year project, Predator
Free Hauraki Coromandel is training two
young people from Uru Ngawera/Ngati
Pu in wilding pine control: hand-pulling,
hand sawing and pasting, drilling and fill-
ing, and felling by chainsaw.

“Longer term, it’s about succession
¥lanning and Eroviding opportunities
or tamariki to be involved in this kind
of work,” Errol said. “It’s about creating
enthusiasm and appetite, along with the
skills required, to become contracted ser-
vice providers in their own right; kaitiaki
of their own rohe.”

Council pest plants team leader Darion
Embling said wilding pines were not only
an ecological problem, but an expensive
one as well.

“In terms of controlling them, each tree
comes with its cost, and new pines will
quickly appear from the seed that’s al-
ready been spread,” Darion said.

“To be successful, we need to keep go-
ing back to remove any regenerating
pines, so they don’t become a big problem
again and we lose the ground we've made.

“This is why it’s important to have col-
laborative relationships in wilding pine
control.

“Success depends on funding avail-
ability and contributions, landowner and
community awareness for control, and
availability and capability of contractors.”

LOVE Fieldays

FINANCE

FOR 36 MONTHS
ACROSS THE KUBOTA RANGE

(Excludes non-Kubota branded products)
*Business borrowers only, 20% deposit, 3 years term.
Terms, conditions, fees and credit criteria apply. Ends June 30 2026.

Central Motors

Hauraki Ltd

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349 « John - 027 279 6799

NEW
KEA 6x4
ATV Trailer

¢/w crate

USED
Prescott 8x5
Galv Tandem

Alloy Floor, |
Rego & WOF

HAURAKI PLAINS
MOTORS LTD

NEW
KEA 7x4

'Car Trailer
c/w rubbish crate
' Tipping Tray

& Jockey Wheel

NEW

Ply Floor, .
Jockey Wheel

$7,860'NC GST

+0ORC

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Top tier service at Auto Super Shoppe Thames

t was on the strength of its

reputation that Barrie Rich-
ards Auto Repairs at 801 Pol-
len St, Thames, was invited to
join the nationwide Auto Super
Shoppe’s network last year.

Owner Barrie Richards said
that as part of its new chapter,
the business also refreshed its
name to Auto Super Shoppe
Thames.

Even though the name on the
building was new, everything
else has remained the same -
including the friendly team of
technicians, Nancy (Barrie’s
mum) in the office, and the top
tier customer service.

“It's almost been nine or 10
months since | joined the Auto
Super Shoppe group. You still
own your business, but you're
part of a nationwide group of ga-
rages. There’s about 120 of us,”
the local legend told The Profile.

“The business model has
been going for 20 years. It's an
invite-only thing. You have to be
asked to join, and they only ask
businesses that have been in
business for a while and have a
good reputation.”

Barrie’s shop was identified
and selected by Auto Super
Shoppes as a premium work-
shop in the area, trusted for
their high standards, skilled
workmanship and outstanding
service.

Barrie Richards Auto

Auto Super Shoppe Thames owner Barrie Richards.

The trusted mechanic said the
collaboration was “really good
for us” for a multitude of rea-
sons.

“I've had customers that have
either shifted out of the district
or they're looking at buying a
vehicle out of the district, or
they’'ve faced vehicle troubles

Photos: SUPPLIED

while in another area.”

Barrie now said he can rec-
ommend any one of the Auto
Super Shoppes out of town to
assist people. “It's a good group
of people. I've met quite a few
of the owners. Whangamata is
the closest one to us here, [then]
there’s one in Morrinsville, and

IS now

one in Whitianga,” he said.

“It's just handy being part of
something like that.”

Looking after cars is some-
thing Barrie has always been
passionate about.

He first rolled open the doors
to his shop as a new business in
Cochrane St in 1999, and after
11 years shifted into their cur-
rent building in the main street.

“I was 28 when | started by my-
self and it was all just by default
really. | finished my mechanic
apprenticeship and did several
years at another couple of jobs.
And then | decided to open up
a workshop and it just kind of
grew from there.”

He said his team slowly grew

from one staff member, to two,
to his current team of five - four
technicians including himself,
and his mum in the office.

Barrie said he couldn’t do it
without his staff.

“It's just been a slow, steady
kind of growth.”

It should go without saying,
Barrie said, that he and his
trusty team were grateful to the
community for their unwavering
support across the years.

“I've had and have a really cool
bunch of clients over the years.
A lot of them have been with me
from the start,” he said.

“I'm proud to have been in
business this long.”

- By Davidda Hikatangata

Repairs
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AUTO SU

SHOPPE THAMES

801 Pollen St, Thames
Ph: 07 868 3441
Email: brar@xtra.co.nz
Hours: Monday - Thursday 8am - Spm
. NZ's PREMIUM AUTOMOTIVE CENTRES
Friday 8am - 4pm
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By KELLEY TANTAU

Thames’ Firestarters c chase Q gory

What started as a free com-
petition entry and a shared
love of cooking over fire has
turned into a full-blown barbe-
cue adventure for The Firestart-
ers.

The team - made up of
Thames-based Edwin Booth
and his brother-in-law Jacques
Engelbrecht - launched their
competitive barbecue journey
in April, 2024, after receiv-
ing a complimentary entry into
Smoke on the Coast through the
NZ Woodfire Community Face-
book group.

“With us both being from
South Africa with a lifetime’s ex-
perience cooking over wood and
live fire - braai - we thought we
would have no problems tack-
ling the competitive scene. This
has yet to be proven,” Edwin
joked.

But before stepping behind
the smokers themselves, the
pair had spent time judging bar-
becue competitions, which in-
spired them to try their hand on
the “other side of the fence”.

Since then, they have been
learning the highs, lows, and un-
predictability of the competitive
barbecue world - including the
occasional disaster.

“Unfortunately, a lesson was
learned by me the hard way,”
Edwin said. “Rule number one:
don’t have too many beers the
night before comp day. Leave
that ‘til after you have cooked
and handed in all your proteins.”

Firestarters Edwin Booth and
Jacques Engelbrecht.

Another memorable mishap
involved a rack of overcooked
ribs that nearly fell apart before
judging.

“I managed to pivot by leaving
the foil boat open and letting the
steam escape over a few min-
utes, and the meat slowly sucked
back onto the bone,” Edwin said.

“Other than that, you learn to
pivot pretty quickly and solve
most disasters as you go.”

One of the team’s biggest
highlights so far was competing
at Meatstock 2025, where they
went up against seasoned bar-
becue teams from New Zealand
and overseas.

“Being novices, it was an awe-
some experience to battle it out
against not just local New Zea-
land legends, but international
ones too. We managed an overall
placing of 44th out of 55 teams,
and placing in the top half for

Edwin handles the ribs and pork shoulder, while Jacques takes on the brisket and chlcken

both chicken and ribs,” Edwin
said. “That was a huge surprise.”

Growing up around braais
and woodfire cooking, Edwin
said the pair tended to cook a
variety of meats at once, so they
didn’t have a particular cut they
loved cooking most. But when
it came to competitions, Edwin
took charge of the ribs and pork
shoulder, while Jacques handled
the brisket and chicken.

Edwin was now looking at
selling barbecue platters locally

through the community Face-
book noticeboards in Thames to
help fund future competition en-
tries and meat costs.

The team was also calling for
support from local businesses,
garticularly butchers, who may

e interested in helping sponsor
competition proteins.

“A huge shout-out to David
from Mitre10 Thames who as-
sisted us with store credit last
year - that was a huge help get-
ting us through our first year,”

Photos: SUPPLIED

Edwin said.

While work commitments and
the cost of living have slowed
their competition schedule this
year, The Firestarters are al-
ready planning their next outing
at a Cambridge competition in
September.

Long-term, the pair are aiming
for a Top 10 finish, and hoping
Meatstock returns to New Zea-
land in 2027.

DETAILS: To follow along, find The
Firestarters on Facebook.

LT

Kalmal Dlstllllng strikes gold agaln

Kaimai Distilling has once again placed Waikino on the international stage, with its Eliza’s Claim
Dry Gin being awarded Gold and named New Zealand'’s Best Classic Gin at the World Gin Awards.

“The Dry Gin is the opposite approach.
It’s clean, classic and precise. There’s
nowhere to hide in a classic gin, so to
see it recognised internationally is in-

his latest win follows last year’s suc-

cess, where Kaimai’s Eliza’s Claim
Gold Gin took out New Zealand'’s Best
Contemporary Gin, cementing the small
Waikino distillery’s growing reputation
for producing world-class spirits from
the heart of the Karangahake Gorge.

For owner and distiller Wayne

Chowles, the award is particularly satis-
fying because the Dry Gin represents a

very different style of gin.

“Last year’s Gold Gin is bold and con-
temporary, with a unique botanical pro-

file and gold flakes,” he said.

HISTORIC WAIKINOHOTEL

WLIK MO H‘I:I'I'EL’
BAR § KITCHEN

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history
offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Llaim Gold Gin”™
Distilled on site
8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino
Ph: 07 863 8381 « E: info@waikinohotel.nz

credibly rewarding.”

Produced in small batches using care-
fully selected botanicals, the Dry Gin
was designed to showcase balance,
structure and purity of flavour, qualities
highly valued in international judging.

Kaimai Distilling has developed a loyal
following through its cellar door experi-
ences, online sales and appearances
at food and gin festivals around New

glass.”

Zealand. Wayne said the awards are not
just recognition for the distillery, but for
the wider Waikino community.

“We’re a small local business doing
things by hand, in a small town, and
competing against some of the best dis-
tilleries in the world.

“That’s something the whole region
can be proud of. There’s a story in every

DETAILS: Eliza’s Claim Dry Gin is dis-
tilled at the Waikino Tavern, 8541 State
Highway 2, Waikino. Ph: 07 863 8381
or email info@waikinohotel.nz.

Gin

e
 WINNER

o

5 Naa

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,
Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

CHEESHE

BARN
s Ly

BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.
Gifts.

Ice Cream.

www.thecheesebarn.co.nz

Dog
friendly
garden

bar

Mon/Tues open from 4pm
Wed-Sun open from 11am

m-. Wholesale
HOME OF THE TAPU PIES

772 Thames Coast Road, Tapu
Phone: 078684806
Mobile: 0277410391
Email: office@royaloakhotel.co.nz

Bar,
ﬂ' Restaurant,
Bait &
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JUMBO CROSSWO

ACROSS

1 Shut out (7)

4 Act nonchalantly
(4,2,4)

9 Consolidate (7)

13 Give support to (4)
14 Loudness (6)

15 Implied (6)

16 Black Death plague

(7)

19 Doggedly
purposeful (10)

20 Retail outlet for
readers (8)

21 Compare (5)
24 | eg-extending
poles (6)

25 At an angle (6)
27 Renounced the
throne (9)

32 Educated (8)
33 Fermented fodder
(6)

34 Golf course avenue

()

38 Region (8)

39 Be emphatic (6)
40 Without feeling (4)
41 Special skill (5)
42 Senior group
member (5)

45 Recuperate (6,2,6)
52 Trials (5)

55 Artist’'s stand (5)
56 Closed hand (4)
57 Big gun (6)

58 First public
performance (8)

61 Ink-soaking paper

(7)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Users, 4 Scramble, 9 Direct, 14 Eject, 15 Thrown to the lions, 17 Cupid, 18 Eel, 19 Closing,

20 Freighter, 21 Gutter, 24 Skedaddle, 25 Settle, 26 Rotten, 29 Gymnastics, 31 Eta, 32 Afraid, 33 Acts, 35
Rip, 37 Tame, 39 Convinced, 40 Forgetful, 41 Sorry, 42 Coleslaw, 47 Actually, 51 Mains, 55 Miniature, 56
Heartburn, 58 Dogs, 59 Ego, 60 Arid, 61 Behind, 62 Wit, 63 Nutriments, 66 Tugged, 67 Batter, 69 Restricts,
72 Ragged, 73 Stressful, 75 Turmoil, 77 Moa, 80 Louse, 81 Love at first sight, 82 Excel, 83 Sentry, 84

Sideline, 85 Weeds.

62 Mar (6)

63 Wedding paper (8)
66 Celestial bodies (9)
68 Joint-sealing packer
(6)

69 Position (6)

73 Head cavity (5)

74 Legal writ (8)

76 Track (10)

81 Yearbook (7)

82 Vulgar worthless
art (6)

83 Crops up (6)

84 Hoodlum (4)

85 Sugar (7)

86 Magnetism (10)

87 Marked down (7)

DOWN

1 Receded (5)

2 Mixed drink (8)

3 Not native (6)

4 Dried plum (5)

5 High cards (4)

6 Occupy (7)

7 S. American vulture
(6)

8 Follows orders (5)
10 Responsibility (4)
11 Furnish (7)

12 Sculptor’s tool (6)
17 Shelter (10)

18 Dense (5)

22 Plot tender (8)
23 Tropical parrot (5)
24 Banded (7)

26 Glossy fabric (4)
28 Waxy-flowered
plant (7)

29 Agree (6)

30
31
33

72
75
77
78
sid
79
80

RD

Grasp tightly (6)
Team'’s talisman (6)
Fleet (5)

Wash out (5)
Duplicate (4)
Miss out (4)

By mouth (6)
Construct (5)
Heinous (4)

Wild (7)

Drink of the gods

Proprietor (5)
Ghost expeller (8)
Shores (anag)(6)
Enticement (10)
Look for (4)
Ghost (7)

Prise (5)

Long ago (4)
Sham (5)
Lawless (8)

Use a gas (anag)(7)
Vividly described

Cricket bat wood
Film cutter (6) .
Thin covering (6)
Tip (5)
Outsider (5)
Moved gradually
eways (5)
Deceased (4)
Cab (4)

DOWN: 2 Scholarly, 3 Roots, 5 Cook, 6 Adhered, 7 Belligerence, 8 Epoch, 9 Dessert, 10 Rack, 11 Cyprus,
12 Fewer, 13 Stilton, 14 Edition, 16 Nonsensical, 22 Ration, 23 Glorify, 24 Sincere, 25 Shards, 27 Tactful,
28 Citric, 30 Skit, 32 Apart, 34 Salty, 36 Beau, 38 Ado, 42 Comma, 43 Longing, 44 Scar, 45 Abused, 46
Aired, 48 Tennis court, 49 Address, 50 Log, 51 Medical, 52 Shower, 53 Easter Island, 54 Stun, 57 Upturn,
64 Tarnished, 65 Seagull, 66 Trimmed, 68 Totally, 70 Soulful, 71 Secure, 72 Ranch, 74 Eaves, 76 Maize, 78
Sect, 79 Iron.
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Keep the main thing the main thing

By MICHAEL WILKES

Iwas out four-
wheel driving
recently for a
mate’s stag do,
and there were
some proper
gnarly sections — the kind
where you’re fully locked in,
picking your line, heart pump-
ing, loving every second. But be-
tween those moments were long
stretches of slow, bumpy road.

Just crawling along. And if
I'm honest, I got bored. My
mind started wandering. I even
caught myself thinking I'd rath-
er be out running.

Then we came to a small
stream crossing with a steep
bluff dropping away on one side.
I cruised into it a bit too casual,
not really thinking, not choosing
my line properly — and suddenly
the truck slid into a rut and my
wheel dropped toward the edge.

Things got real in a hurry. It
gave me a fright, but it also gave
me a reminder.

Life’s a bit like that. There are
moments that are exciting, in-
tense, memorable — but most
of life is made up of the slow,
bumpy road in between. The
routines. The ordinary. The un-
seen work.

And often that’s where we lose
focus. Not in the dramatic mo-

ments, but in the mundane ones.
Whether it’s building a family
culture you care about, staying
present in a marriage, succeed-
ing in study, or sticking at some-
thing that matters — there’s
always a lot of ordinary in the
middle of anything worthwhile.
And that’s often where mission
drift happens.

Not because we consciously
walk away from what matters,
but because we slip into cruise
control and let our attention
drift.

So here’s a thought as you
head into your day: pause for a
moment and remember what
matters most to you. Remember
why youre doing what you're

doing.

Because often the danger isn’t
the big dramatic blow-up — it’s
slowly losing sight of the main
thing.

And if there’s one lesson a
sliding truck on a muddy bluff
taught me this weekend, it’s this:
even in the routine, even in the
hard yards, keep the main thing
the main thing.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support his local youth
work or follow stories and insights, find
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

Echo: a pup with potential

cho is a very gentle, quiet young dog
with a sensitive soul and a heart full

of potential.

This sweet boy is currently in a loving
foster home where he is learning about
everyday living, including crate train-
ing, walking on lead, and recall — all

coming along beautifully.

Echo can be nervous in new situa-
tions and may hide from visitors while
he takes time to assess his surround-

ings.

He is looking for a calm, kind house-
hold willing to offer patience, reassur-
ance, and plenty of love as he continues

to build confidence.

Once Echo feels safe, his affectionate
side shines through. He loves sitting

canine companion.

to respectful children.

worm treatments.

Meet and greets are by appointment
only due to being in foster care in Whi-

tianga.

beside his foster carer on the couch,
quietly soaking up pats and attention.
He absolutely adores other dogs and
would thrive in a home with a confident

A quieter home would suit Echo best,
though with time he may come around

Echo is desexed, microchipped, vac-
cinated, and up to date with flea and

Available from Thames SPCA.
DETAILS: For more information, view
Echo’s profile online: www.spca.nz/
adopt/animal/658474/dog-echo-thames.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter
1. Flight numbers for QANTAS
flights all start with which two
letters as a prefix? a) AU, b) QA,
orc) QF?
2. Which fictional character in
Harry Potter is often referred to
as ‘He who must not be named’?
3. Which is the only country to
have a banknote featuring an
image of a fungus? a) Australia,
b) Malta, or c) New Zealand?
4. The ‘Tillies’ is a nickname for
the Australian national woman'’s
team playing which sport? a)
Netball, b) rugby league, or c)
soccer?
5. The cricket term ‘out for a
duck’, means a batsman has
been dismissed after scoring how
many runs?
6. The 8th of May was David
Attenborough’s birthday; how old
did he turn?
7. The term ‘jardin’, used in both
French and Spanish, translates to:
a) garden, b) green, or c) guard?
8. What type of meat is from
a sheep intermediate in age
between lamb and mutton?
9. Tikapa Moana is the te reo
name for which geographical
feature in the Hauraki area? a)
Kopuatai wetland, b) The Hauraki
Plains, or c) The Hauraki Gulf?
10. Which social media platform
introduced a feature called ‘poke’
in 2004? a) Bebo, b) Facebook, or
c) Snapchat? ) )
oogadey (q 0T
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LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

Living the [ifestyle, loving the choice...

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

[—r—

0800 868 5484

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

o " T L, N
Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities

and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

82 Richmond St, Thames

www.richmondvillas.co.nz

PHONE US
to view
by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!
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AIR CONDITIONING

@ comfortgroup

Made 2 Cool

Air Conditioning / Heat Pumps

Installations & Servicing
Desnestic, Commuereial & Mew Builds

w.comfortgroup.co.nz

CALL THE

ARBORIST

Qu

ARBORIST

alified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

W'
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal « Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

Get

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching
- Advice and consultancy
in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz
0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

wenzlick

HUTOMOTIVE
¢ Repair ® Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service
Call us on 07 868 6799

SHORT BAGCN'SIDES o

027 439 0367
________shortbacknsides.co.nz

BUILDER

® New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

= Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or smaill

Shaun 021389198

admin@cairdconstruction.com

= EARTHWORK
WOURKSE NIGHTMEARES

* General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway

* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

or visit

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

BUILDER
@

Mothing oo bhig or srmall
Hanest & Profassiaonal Workmanship

BUILEI NG &
COMBTRUCTICHH

.. Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

& CUTAA

HOME IMPROVEMENT
When your grass gets tall we handle it all
Lawn Mowing « Edging & Trimming
Green Waste & Rubbish Removal

One-off & Regular Services

No job too big or small - just give us a call!
Servicing Your Area

Same-day or next-day service available

Affordable rates - free quotes!
027 285 4981/ cutaahi@outlook.co.nz

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
¢ Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty. s
¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

* Game orders over 10kg

5 o P
HUNTS

FLOORING

Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation
Domestic & Commercial

e Carpets * Vinyls
e Laminate & Timber Flooring

Showroom:

5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea

For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond
* LBP qualified « Houses bought & sold * House moving

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs
Ph: 0800 250 939 ® Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

* On-site moves * Jacking & rolling * Structural moving
* Re-piling * Re-levelling * Pile driving * Push piles

EXPERTS

a 1 i

or more than three decades, Smart

has played a significant role in waste
and recycling services within the Coro-
mandel and Waikato regions.

We’'ve been proud to do that, and we
continue to grow and expand our offer-
ings. As our regions continue to grow, rest
assured that Smart Bins commercial ser-
vices will continue to be your trusted local
waste business, proudly owned and oper-
ated, with people who live in your commu-
nities.

Our team is working diligently to provide
the community with a reliable, friendly,
and hassle-free rubbish and recycling col-

lection service for your home or business,

Smart offers a variety of bin sizes from 80 litre wheelie bins to 30 cubic metres.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

n

Photo: SUPPLIED

Smart Environmental - Expanding with the times

come rain, or shine.

Our commitment to serving our custom-
ers remains unwavering. Whether you're
a household or a business, we will contin-
ue to provide a comprehensive range of
services. We understand that the council
services may not meet everyone’s needs,
so we continue to offer flexible, cost-ef-
fective, customised collection times, and
a variety of bin sizes ranging from 80 litre
wheelie bins to 30 cubic metres.
DETAILS: If you would like to explore the
range of services we provide, please con-
tact our friendly customer support team
today at 0800 424 990 or email sales.
support@smartenvironmental.co.nz.

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 ¢ Odd jobs considered
John Hedges  One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

Far 88 Year Clectncal Meeds
Laser

“ Totally Dependablbe”
«  Mew Builcs = Hesl Pumps
s AHerales s Sarwvica dnd laimenince
* Chaclen = Commarcigl
= Lighting Plars = Firg Systems

P T B6E 7746 Email: w

aiht il amerelec B! Foony

Baker GGlass & Glazing Lid

Uhaffrmamdip witd sane”

= GiQEs Rgpals -+ Balustooes
= Shemves Glods @ Rebo-iT Double Chaping
= Spdashbocis + insunarese Quoles

[T

Canlge] B B 48 | glosgpEakeral rery.eaad

HOUSEWASH

Soft-wash the exterior of your house,
roof, patios, paths and driveway.

For best Algae, Moss & Lichen treatment.
We also clean exterior of windows,
gutters and do general waterblasting
Prompt local service with over 20 yrs experience
Call for free quote
Andy Direct: 027 313 4386
or 0800 737 777
or email: housewash@xtra.co.nz

CLOTHING & MERCH
- =i

EMBROIDERY SUBLIMATION
HEAT PRESS GRAPHIC DESIGN

totalimage@xtra.co.nz
FERTILISER

FUNERAL

SERVICES
=y /
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned & operated

Direct Cremation #3175 gst inc
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames & Waihi

Direct Cremation *3500 gst inc!
for Coromandel, Tairua,
Whangamata & Whitianga.

Traditional, Bespoke &
Eco Funerals from *5800

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Students seek the essence of love

Euwige Liebe... — a programme seeking to find which
nation has the ultimate understanding of the pas-

his month’s Thames Music Group Free Friday
Lunchtime Concert will feature students from
the University of Waikato Conservatorium of Music

Voice Department.

Thames Music Group provides this annual op-
portunity for Thames music lovers to experience
performances by some of New Zealand’s most re-
markable emerging young professionals from the

popular Postgraduate and Undergraduate
programmes at the University of Waikato.

The programme being presented by Gina Sanders
on Friday 29 May is entitled Proving the Passions
- Viva L'amour, Love Everlasting, Viva L'amore,

Students from the University of Waikato Conservatorium of Music Voice Department.

sions, perils and power of love.

Voice and piano students from the University of
Waikato Conservatorium of Music will enchant the
audience with music spanning several centuries
and continents, on the quest to capture the essence

of love expressed in song.
degree

Come and enjoy beautiful music and help support
the next generation of Aotearoa’s vocal talent.
DETAILS: Waikato Conservatorium of Music Voice De-
partment students, May 29 at 12.15pm, St George’s
Church, Thames. Free entry, koha/donation appreciated.

SPORTS

ing on May 12.

the club described as

Photo: SUPPLIED

Lindis Parsons, left, preser?s Dennis with his life member badge.

Life member appointed

Thames Croquet Club cele-
brated one of its long-standing
=~ | members with a life member-
ship at its annual general meet-

The honour was awarded to
club captain Dennis Karl, who

wart” member of over a decade.

SUPPLIED

“He has helped many new
players learn the game of golf
croquet, played in many tour-
naments around New Zealand
representing our club and been
a life-saver of the club croquet
lawns,” club treasurer Sheryl
McConnell said.

“The committee and mem-
bers were pleased to honour
him with life membership.”

a “stal-

CALL THE EXPERTS
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TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

SCRAP VEHICLES

No WOF, Deregistered, not going?? NO PROBLEM

WAIKATO PH/TXT KEVIN
REMHIIALEM 027 299 6165

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

: g, PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
d  THAMES P: 07 868 6323

" E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

OLD MATES
FRsETmEY A E s
* Rubbish & green
waste removal
* Lawns, hedges and
property tidy ups
* Deceased estate
clearing
* Gutters, windows
and water blasting
* Furniture moving
and more

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

/ACCENSJUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

4
& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

\h

‘Windscreen Replacements
“stone Chip Repairs

Ph: OF G485 33998
110 Main Road, Kakikati

[Behind tha Catbex Sendos Station)
wwnw kniksbglnssandwindscreens.conr

M  PANTER
“That Painter Utd,
e

+ Interior & Exterior ¢ Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee

Contact Stan on 0223137911

to discuss your project.

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

TOWING

THAVESTTOWING
& WWORKSHOP

24HR Breakdown ¢ AA Towing * WOF
Full mechanical workshop
MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7
thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

PRECISION

WINDSCREENS /
We cotne to Yot

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY
coromande! physiotherapy
orthopaedic rehabilitation

BACK & NECK PAIN
SPORTS & WORK INJURIES
POST SURGERY & FRACTURE REHAB
ACUPUNCTURE
Robert Lindsay * Rodney Grant « Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

TYRES & BATTERIES

TYRE and BATTERY

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.
314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182
Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad
from just $55 + GST per week and
one of our professional reporters
will write a story about your
business at no extra cost.
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadiine Mondays 12 noon

Trades Handyman Personal Public Notices Situations Vacant
An experienced P . . . i
FENCING || Anexperienced Friendship & Companionship ¥ | | ANNUAL GENERAL | Paeroa Community | [FULL TWE QUALIIED DIESEL MECHANIC REQUIRED
Residenial & Rural || 20 Yo3r™ X DUIAIng | e feels better when it's shared—whether jocerstalkers ASsn Il AGM Sunday May 24 [| Must be a team player and have a full drivers licence.
Retaining walls & more | | aurie King it's conversation, laughter, or simply having Paezrga 2(,)26 2pm at the hall. Send CV to andrew@centralmotors.co.nz
High quality 021 251 0246 someone by your side. Wednesday 20 May
workmanship Kipropertyservicecom . vy . Start ime:7.30pm All welcome or phone Andrew on 027 285 0349
Competitive prices Our experienced matchmakers introduce Everyone most welcome |
Call Matt House you to genuine, like-minded pe_ople through Storade Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
021 1727 148 Cleaning thoughtful, face-to-face connections - helping g Thames High School
ou find someone who truly feels right. oy
Painter Castle on the Coast Y ] y g Storage Unlimited
Cleaning Service. All . Speak with one of our 25 Ngati Maru Highway Board Administration Support (Casual)
HAURAKI REGIONAL POUSdeWO‘rk, ?Vens' fnendly matchmakers tOday' Kopu, Thames We are seeking a friendly organised person for this newly expanded role. You
PAINTERS ;#%2?’4{'—307”[“995 Please ca” 0800 446 332 Clean, secure, dry will report to the Presiding Member and work collaboratively with the Principal
o 12 - Uniits available and Board Secretary.
V.er y.ears. Land Wanted For Lease Gardenlng 7x3.6mand7x5.5m In this role, you will provide vital support to the Board, which is required to
experience, interior/ Wanted to Lease/Rent | Yards for lease Phoﬁe 07 868 9944 meet at least 8 times per year and typically meets 9-10 times annually.
r r ,

exterior. Refs available.
Free quotes.
Phone Graeme for all
your painting needs.
020 485 1312

land while | look for
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text
Richard 0279332015

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.

Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Thames based.
Ph 021 060 7659

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve

this. If you are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are
available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station,

Ngatea Purple Dairy

PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square,

Paeroa Information Hub

WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy,

Fresh Choice Waihi, Kenny St Dairy

THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station, Martina 4 Square, Bin

Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4

Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store

TURUA: Turua Dairy KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage

www.safestorage.co.nz

Key responsibilities:

Strategic Ohu
as needed.

Typical Hours of Work:

e Aftend and minute after-hours full Board and committee meetings
(Property, Finance and Discipline, as required) and Te Ao Mdaori

e Time includes presence at meetings and preparation and follow-up

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikk:

Meetings (twice per term)
e FullBoard: 5.30 — 7.30 pm or 8.00 pm
e Committee meetings: 5.00 — 7.00 pm
e TAMSO meetings: 6.30 — 8.00 pm
e Administration: as negotiated

Full details: www.thameshigh.school/vacancies
Applications close: Thursday 28 May 2026 (4.00 pm)

and may appoint before the closing date.

We may begin interviewing suitable applicants as applications are received

Ph 022 130 3885

Storage

Handyman Services

TOTAL STORAGE LTD =~
KEREPEHI / PAEROA I I
We will beat any legit quote for

storage in 10ft or 20ft containers
T&C'’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

o

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

(74

Valley Liquid Waste

Division aof C5T Group

hello@valleyliqu
www.valleyliquic

e

CONTACT US
07 2800

YOUR LOCAL SEPTIC
TANK CLEANING
N LEXPERTS

-

-

000
CsT/GROUP

/|

' COROMANDEL

BIG BREAKFAST
WITH FABIAN

EAST
COAST

95.1 FM

WEST
COAST

94.0 FM

(=]

DOWNLOAD THE APP
CFM.CO.NZ/APP
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THAMES KIA

Kia EV5 & EV3. 3 Years Servicing
Go electric with confidence. on the Kia Seltos.’

That's Kia Confidence.,

4 Years Servicing 4 Years Servicing
on the Kia Spor’rage on the Kia Stonic.

That's Kia Canfidence, 13 ' "1.;: Confidence.,

my

j'—.-—-i 1.!'!""

Momement that inspires

[ g o

THAMES KIA 321 Polien Street, Thames
Ph 07 868 8951  Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 - www.ThamesKia.co.nz
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BAYLEYS

MORTGAGEE SALE

W itarga

"

BOE Purmasgl Buosd

et Wahar Dt

Image digitallyenhanced ? ) y - Image digitally enhanced

Purangi 501 Purangi Road

Mortgagee sale 23771

No viewings available. Located just minutes from Cooks Beach, this 23.7-hectare (more or less) property holds an Tender (will not be sold prior)
elevated position with expansive views across the Purangi Estuary and out towards Cooks Beach itself. The property Closing 4pm, Wed 3 Jun 2026
features a four-bedroom Lockwood home complemented by a detached garage and several additional structures 459 Pollen Street. Thames

across the block. Adding further character, there is a stream and waterfall on the property. A substantial separate

building featuring a bar and dining area has previously been used to host hospitality events. With the property being Glenn Tanner 027 486 2399

sold through mortgagee, there's strong motivation to see a result. glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
Maddy Aislabie 027 780 4389
bayleys.co.nz/2180914 maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Boundary lines are indicative only

Mangatarata 428a State Highway 27

Rural convenience with regional connections nearby 78020 I 3 k= 1 wm 2 [@]
This lifestyle property offers space, flexibility and a wide country outlook. Ideal for families wanting more room, the Asking Price $649,000
home provides comfortable living with potential to add value over time. Inside features an open-plan kitchen, dining Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

and living area, a generous master bedroom, two double bedrooms and family bathroom. Outside, the patio captures

; h . o T . 8 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
expansive rural views across surrounding farmland. Two additional outbuildings add versatility for a home office, gym, @bayley

hobby room or extra accommodation (not consented). Well-positioned approximately 16 kilometres from Ngatea for Connor Da\(is 027 496 4622
local shops, schooling and services, with Hamilton and Auckland Airport both within easy reach for work or travel. connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
.TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz/2630195

bayleys.co.nz
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BAYLEYS

Puriri 134 and 142 station Road

Build, graze or hold 3.973 1

Located in Puriri, this 3.973ha (more or less) property offers a well-positioned lifestyle block in a private rural setting. Auction (unless sold prior) 1lam, Thu 4 Jun 2026
Being sold as two titles combined into one, it delivers scale and flexibility. The vendor is clear in their position and 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton
wants this property sold, making it one to take seriously. The land is flat, making it highly usable and easy to manage. View 10-10.30am Sun 24 May
Currently suited to grazing with stockyards on the property, there is plenty of room here to continue running stock ’
Glenn Tanner 027 486 2399

while planning your next move, or to develop further to suit your needs.
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz

bayleys.co.nz/2180957 Karl Davis 027 496 4633 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Kopu 52 kopu Road

Vacant “entry level” industrial opportunity. 556 :m [ 260 :m B3

Unlock this opportunity to secure a strategically located industrial property at an affordable price. Situated next to the Tender (unless sold prior)

newly established Kopu Marine Servicing and Business precinct, this small-scale, high-potential asset is ideal for land Closing 4pm, Fri 22 May 2026
bankers, entrepreneurial investors, or owner-occupiers. The property features two independent, free-standing 459 Pollen Street, Thames
industrial sheds with a combined floor area of 260sgm (more or less) on a 556sgm (more or less) industrial-zoned site. View by appointment

Offering absolute flexibility, you can occupy one shed for your own business while generating rental income from the

other. Both buildings are structurally sound, with positive earthquake ratings of 60% NBS and 80% NBS. Geoff Graham 021733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
bayleyS.CO.nZ/2180959 MH REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz
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Music Month event to spothght songwriting

By KELLEY TANTAU

Songwrltlng will take cen-
tre stage in Waihi this New
Zealand Music Month when ac-
claimed singer-songwriter Jan
Hellriegel brings a workshop
and live concert to The Theatre
Waihi on May 22.

Organised by Waihi musician
and educator Liam Ryan, the
event is an extension of the Air
Sculptures songwriting work-
shops he has been running over
the past two years.

In that time he has worked
with 30 local songwriters and
said there was a “push” to hold
a songwriting festival in Waih1
this year.

“[But] we thought it would be
a good start just to bring a noted
songwriter this year and bring
the local songwriters together,”
Ryan said.

The evening will include a
songwriting forum and live con-
cert featuring Hellriegel, who is
also an author and head of the
New Zealand music publishing
company Songbroker.

After the success of her 2019
Sportsman of the Year album,
book and tour, Hellriegel’'s new
live show is titled If Not Now,
When?, blending piano-driven
songs, humour, personal stories,
and “theatrical flair”.

“Piano was my first instru-
ment,” Hellriegel said.

“I've wanted to do a show
like this since I was a kid. If not
now... when?”

The Waihi event will also

" e ﬁ'ﬂ-‘: !_!_g_t

5‘,’:"' —

Acclaimed singer-songwriter Jan
Hellriegel will perform in Waiht.

showcase local talent, with
Katikati-based songwriter Dan
Sharp opening the concert.

Dan has toured internationally
and performed with musicians
Dave Dobbyn, Hollie Smith, Tiki
Taane, and Ciaran McMeeken.

“He came and spoke at one of
our Air Sculptures workshops
last summer and was very in-
spiring,” Ryan said.

“Great songwriter, singer, and
good guy.”

Ryan earlier told The Profile
that the Air Sculptures Song-
writing Workshops - which of-
fer a four-evening course where
songwriters can develop their
work - provided an opportunity
to engage in lyric-writing and

i= 1 i--—--— -
rEL ,H'l"-‘-"

The curtain call for Liam Ryan’s Air Sculptures concert held last year.

composition, as well as “explore
the process of songwriting from
first thoughts right through to a
finished song”.

Ryan, a professional musi-
cian, composer and music edu-
cator, was motivated to run the
worksho s after seeing “the tidal
wave” of songs being released
online using AI (Artificial Intel-
ligence).

“With tens of thousands of
songs being generated online

each day, the craft of real song-
writing 1s being buried.

“Al 1s a disrupter in the same
way punk was in the 1970s - even
non-musicians can make pretty
good-sounding music now,” he
said.

Ryan said the workshops
aimed to demystify songwrit-
ing, teaching participants how
to capture first ideas, shape nar-
ratives and connect music with
lyrics.

e Houses

» Garages
« Farm Sheds

o« Commercial

Photos: SUPPLIED

“Music is so big - and so im-
portant for people,” Hellriegel
said.

“It’s a good trade to be in.”
DETAILS: The Songwriting Fo-
rum and Concert with Jan Hell-
riegel takes place at The Theatre
Waihi on Friday, May 22, as part
of New Zealand Music Month
celebrations. Tickets and info at
www.eventfinda.co.nz/2026/jan-
hellriegel-dan-sharp-in-concert/
waihi.

« Garage Doors

o Auto Openers

We take care of everything from start to

finish, including consents

CARSWELL

COMNSTRLIC

I LTLEY




