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Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.
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Euphonium Euphonium 
to the to the 
podiumpodium

It takes deep dedication to 
play the euphonium at a na-

tional level.
“If you want to compete, you 

have to practice a lot and be 
consistent or you will lose your 
progress.”

It’s a sentiment 14-year-old 
Kiara Curtis-Apeu values and 
upholds.

The musician from Te Kau-
whata made that clear when 
she placed third in the Under 
15 Instrumental Solo Section 
on her euphonium at the New 
Zealand National Brass Band 
Championships in April.

It was a significant and chal-
lenging moment for the young 
music maker, who was not 
only part of the Kerepēhi Brass 
Band but also the Jazz Band at 
her high school, Hauraki Plains 
College.

“This is my first year doing 
it [the competition], it was re-

ally stressful for me. I had to go 
outside in the rain and run to 
wash away my nerves, only 300 
metres but it worked,” she said.

“I had to focus on my breath-
ing just to keep calm.”

The award winner said she 
performed a difficult piece 
called Rhapsody for Eupho-
nium and which had a “majes-
tical” sound in the opening.

“I was really happy with how 
I played.

“[The achievement] means I 
have come a long way with all 
my learning with Clive Burnell,  
who is my music teacher.”

One moment where she was 
completely in the zone was 
during the piano solo.

“I came in with a slow mel-
ody through the middle and I 
felt really comfortable with that 
part. It was really soothing.”

Even though she felt she 
hadn’t yet mastered the song, 
she said her goal was to “play 

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

CONTINUED ON P2

 Kiara Curtis-Apeu 
with her euphonium.

Photo: SUPPLIED 



02 THE VALLEY PROFILE, May 12, 2026   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz

Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
May 13 May 14 May 15 May 16 May 17 May 18 May 19

4
3
2
1
0

 am 6 NOON 6 pm  am 6 NOON 6 pm  am 6 NOON 6 pm  am 6 NOON 6 pm  am 6 NOON 6 pm  am 6 NOON 6 pm  am 6 NOON 6 pm 

3:23am 3.1
9:36am 0.8

3:46pm 3.0
10:05pm 0.9

Morning Afternoon
4:16am 3.2

10:30am 0.7
4:46pm 3.2

11:01pm 0.7

Morning Afternoon
5:08am 3.3

11:25am 0.5
5:43pm 3.4

11:53pm 0.6

Morning Afternoon
6:02am 3.4 12:18pm 0.4

6:38pm 3.5

Morning Afternoon
12:44am 0.5
6:56am 3.5

1:11pm 0.2
7:30pm 3.7

Morning Afternoon
1:36am 0.4
7:52am 3.6

2:02pm 0.2
8:22pm 3.7

Morning Afternoon
2:28am 0.4
8:47am 3.6

2:53pm 0.1
9:14pm 3.8

Morning Afternoon

7:08am 5:21pm 7:08am 5:20pm 7:09am 5:19pm 7:10am 5:18pm 7:11am 5:17pm 7:12am 5:17pm 7:12am 5:16pm

F 8:45am
9:08pm

Best At
G 9:32am

9:57pm

Best At
G 10:23am

10:50pm

Best At
B 11:18am

11:48pm

Best At
B 12:20pm

Best At
B 12:52am

1:25pm

Best At
B 1:59am

2:32pm

Best At

2:33am
2:48pm

Rise
Set

3:41am
3:15pm

Rise
Set

4:52am
3:45pm

Rise
Set

6:08am
4:22pm

Rise
Set

7:27am
5:06pm

New Moon
Rise
Set

8:46am
6:01pm

Rise
Set

9:57am
7:08pm

Rise
Set

G Good Fishing F Fair Fishing B Not So Good

New Moon First Quarter Full Moon Last Quarter
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To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 03
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16
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to my best potential” at 
the regional competi-
tion later this year in Te 
Awamutu.

The young euphoniu-
mist also performed a 
solo piece in the Hau-
raki Plains College ‘One 
Autumn’s Night’ concert 
on April 29.

“I’m really happy with how it went, it 
honestly couldn’t have gone any better 
in my perspective,” she said.

“It was great. I didn’t even need a mic 
because the sound was able to project so 
well. It was kind of unfortunate for me 
though because it went better than my 
solo at nationals.”

It was nerve-wracking to see everyone 
in anticipation for her to start, she said, 
but by the end she was “at peace”.

“It felt as if all my stress that had built 
over the week had vanished away.”

The star performer was first inspired 
to pick up the instrument around five 
years ago. 

“My brother had said he wanted to 
play a trumpet in a brass band, so I got 

nosey and wanted to try 
it as I liked the size of 
the euphonium.”

Kiara gave the instru-
ment a go, said it had a 
nice sound and the rest 
was history.

“My nan comes and 
picks me up once a 
week and takes me 

to Kerepēhi for practice. My younger 
brother who is 12 is also in the band.”

She said there was a difference be-
tween the music she played for the 
brass band and the school band.

“In the brass band it’s more tradition-
al marches and older songs. 

“In the jazz band they are more well 
known songs and not as slow as the tra-
ditional ones.”

When it came to picking one instru-
ment to play alongside, the music maes-
tro found it hard to choose just one. 

“I love playing with full bands because 
it sounds so much better,” she said.

The next musical mission for Kiara 
was to focus on the regional competi-
tion in September, where her goal was 
to get first place.

FATAL CRASH
One person has died after a two-vehicle crash 
on SH2, near Coxhead Rd, Mangatarata, on 
Sunday, May 10. A second person reportedly 
sustained moderate injuries. Police earlier 
said they were called to the scene about 
6.30am, and diversions were put in place 
at the intersection of SH2 and SH25 to the 
north, and SH2 and SH27 to the south.

PEPE BRIDGE CLOSURES
Pepe Bridge at Tairua will be closed overnight 
for two weeks this month as work to replace 
the bridge progresses. The NZ Transport 
Agency says piling work for the temporary 
footbridge means the road bridge (SH25) will 
close from 7pm to 6am from Tuesday, May 12 
to Thursday, May 14 and again from Monday, 
May 18 to Thursday, May 21. Meanwhile, the 
Tapu-Coroglen Rd will be closed from 8am 
to 4pm each day from May 25 until June 3 
so urgent maintenance work can be safely 
carried out on two bridges along the road.

SOFT PLASTICS TRIAL BEGINS
New World and Pak’nSave are trialling in-
store soft plastics compacting machines at 
five supermarkets for five months to make 
recycling easier for customers and reduce 
staff workload. The trial, run with The 
Packaging Forum’s Soft Plastic Recycling 
Scheme and Manco Environmental, includes 
stores in Whangamatā, Whitianga, Thames, 
Birkenhead and Matamata.

In BriefTop three spot for 
Hauraki muso
CONTINUED FROM P1

“I’m really happy with 
how it went, it honestly 
couldn’t have gone any 

better in my perspec-
tive.  

- Kiara Curtis-Apeu
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Our Plains,Our Future
Hauraki Plains Adaptation Planning

KŌREROMAI

Our communities hold deep knowledge of how this land
works, in good seasons and difficult ones. Together,
working alongside a Community Panel drawn from across
the plains, we are planning how we adapt the ways we
live, work and play as our climate continues to change.

This May, our team is coming to you. Come along to hear
what we’re learning about how flooding could change
across our district, and where the project is heading next.
We want to hear from you too – your knowledge of this
place, and what matters most to you here, will shape the
decisions ahead.

Tūrua Market – Sunday 17 May, Tūrua Hall

This project is partially funded by central
government’s BetterOff Funding package to
invest in the wellbeing of our communities.

Come see
us at our
open days!

STORYMAP

Can’t make it on the day?
Share your thoughts on our Kōrero Mai
page https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
hauraki-plains-adaptation-plan, or find
out more at Storymap.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

*T&C Apply

current plan to undertake further 
works at the site. 

“The most recent inspection 
found the bridge to be structurally 
sound. While the build-up of ma-
terial beneath the bridge was not 
assessed as a structural threat or 
to be adversely impacting the up-
stream environment at that time, 
NZTA has asked its contractor to 
complete an updated inspection 
to confirm the current condition 
and identify whether anything 
has changed. NZTA will consider 
any further action if the updated 
inspection identifies a risk to the 
bridge or the state highway asset.”

Both organisations consider all 
their decisions to date to be com-
pliant with the relevant rules and 
responsibilities. 

Meanwhile, Geoff said he would 
continue fighting for someone to 
remove the debris as he believed 
the stream’s current state was af-
fecting his health. 

“I cannot get into bed of a night 
time without putting my head on 
the pillow and it comes up straight 
away every single night now, so 
I’ve got to try and concentrate and 
think of something else so I can 
get to sleep. It’s just affecting me 
that much,” Geoff said. 

“The doctor said, ‘you’re going 
to have to have a pacemaker’. So 
I ended up having to have this 
bloody thing in here… I just don’t 
need this stress. 

“I know there’s so many more 
people that are worse off than 
what I am. But this has been going 
on for so long, and they’ve had the 
opportunity to be able to do it. But 
they just refuse to do it.”

Landowner concerned about river debris
A Pūriri landowner concerned 

about flooding is seeking an-
swers about who’s responsible for 
clearing debris in the river adja-
cent to his property.

Geoff Doman has lived on his 
low-lying Thames Valley property 
for around six years. It’s bordered 
on one side by the Pūriri River, 
which passes under a nearby 
bridge on State Highway 26.

Geoff’s concern is a roughly 
two-metre-high, 40-metre-long 
pile of gravel and other debris 
which has settled underneath 
the bridge and along part of the 
length of his property. Geoff said 
the build-up is putting the river at 
an increased risk of flooding - dur-
ing Cyclone Vaiau in April, he said 
the river was threatening to burst 
its banks.

Geoff’s property has flooded 
once before, during Cyclone Ga-
brielle in 2023. Geoff remem-
bered fleeing in the middle of the 
night, after floodwaters reached 
450mm high inside his shed and 
caravan. “I woke up at 2.30 in the 
morning in the caravan - I put my 
feet out and hit water,” he said. 

“Luckily I had my ute facing 
[the road] and I knew roughly 
where the driveway was, so I got 
out okay.”

Geoff said he had been trying to 
get the latest pile of debris cleared  
for more than 18 months - he is 
not allowed to do it himself, he 
said, nor could he afford to do so. 

But both Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Authority (NZTA) 
and the Waikato Regional Coun-
cil (WRC) have told him it’s not 

their responsibility. An email from 
NZTA to Geoff last year stated 
“NZTA’s role is limited to main-
taining the bridge structure itself… 
broader river management, in-
cluding sediment and gravel build-
up within the channel, sits with 
Waikato Regional Council.” 

Meanwhile, emails between 
Geoff and various WRC represent-
atives have said “works to repair 
degradation or remove aggrega-
tion under the Pūriri bridge [is 
NZTA’s] responsibility”. 

Both agencies have inspected 
the site in person. Following Cy-

clone Gabrielle, WRC carried out 
some remedial works, including 
clearing debris, removing fallen 
trees, widening and deepening the 
water channel, and building up the 
bank alongside Geoff’s property.

This work was done with NZTA’s 
approval and used central govern-
ment funding, council told The 
Profile. “The landowner has ac-
knowledged these works improved 
waterway capacity and reduced 
flood impacts,” a council spokes-
person said. “No further works are 
planned unless NZTA identifies a 
risk to the bridge asset. Council’s 

role in future works would be lim-
ited to providing regulatory advice 
if a private landowner seeks to un-
dertake works.”

The council said Geoff’s prop-
erty sat outside the direct ben-
efit flood protection area of the 
Waihōu Valley Scheme and was 
therefore rated as a Classification 
D property. “There is no rating or 
level of service for flood protection 
or channel capacity works at this 
site, and the works requested by 
the landowner fall outside coun-
cil’s responsibilities.”

NZTA similarly said it had no 

Pūriri homeowner 
Geoff Doman.  

     Photo: ALICE 
PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER
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Rollinghillsbeyond.
Village lifewithin.
Feel right at home in a village within the
wider Clevedon community. If you’re used
to rural living, you’ll recognise the same
close-knit, supportive atmosphere—
where neighbours know each other
and connection comes naturally.

Features and facilities

River Lodge Café open daily, 10am-3:30pm

Movie theatre, library, activities room, hair salon, gym, workshop

Handyman and maintenance services

Village van with regular transport

^ Price is for an Occupation Right Agreement secured by a first ranking mortgage in favour of
the statutory supervisor on behalf of the residents. Price valid for 30 days from time of printing.
Products images are indicative only. Stock availability subject to change.

7685c_5_MLC_OTR_VP

Find a village that feels like home
Call Jo Ashby on 09 222 2833
joa@metlifecare.co.nz
2 KumekumeWay, Clevedon
otauridge.co.nz

Villas from $955,000^

‘Triple threat’ puts 
park future at risk
Rhodes Park is facing a “triple threat” 

of river flooding, coastal inundation, 
and a high-water table, leaving uncertain-
ty over the future of Thames’ main sport-
ing hub and a few viable alternatives.

Last month, the Thames Community 
Board adopted the Thames Sport Precinct 
Feasibility Study, recommending coun-
cil continue investing in Rhodes Park to 
keep the sports fields playable for as long 
as possible, while planning and budgeting 
for a future sports precinct elsewhere.

A future site would need to be to accom-
modate between four and eight playing 
fields, six netball courts and two or three 
cricket ovals. 

About 850 people play sport at Rho-
des Park currently; however, the fields 
are subject to regular flooding from three 
sources: the river, the sea, and from the 
high water table under the grounds. 

According to calculations made in the 
council’s Shoreline Management Plan, 
the fields are expected to become largely 
unplayable sometime between six and 11 
years (2032-2037). 

The Thames Sport Precinct Feasibil-
ity Study found Rhodes Park was already 
compromised by flooding and rising 
sea levels, but said the council had lit-
tle choice but to keep the existing sports 
facilities there in the short term, largely 
due to a lack of suitable alternative sites 
around Thames.

As a result, the community board rec-
ommended to Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council that maintenance funding 
for the Rhodes Park fields be significantly 
increased in the next Long Term Plan 
[2027-2037].

The recommendation would see the 
annual maintenance budget rise from 
$68,822 to $208,000 per year, allowing 
the fields to be maintained to a higher 
standard than is currently possible.

The board also recommended estab-
lishing a reserve fund of up to $150,000 
to help reinstate the sports fields follow-
ing future flooding events.

The feasibility study investigated six 
possible sites for a long-term sports pre-
cinct, with several being ruled out.

A site at Maramarahi, also known as 
Airfield South, was removed from consid-
eration in 2023 after it was noted as being 
culturally and historically significant to 
Ngāti Maru and Tōtara Hapu.

A lower racecourse site was found to 
face flooding risks similar to Rhodes Park. 
A Southbridge site in Kōpū South was 
considered too small, while a private Ma-
tatoki property was discounted due to its 
distance from Thames and uncertainty 
around availability.

A site in Kōpū South, known as the 
Wenzlick Block, was the only site identi-
fied that was both large enough and free 
from flooding risk, while still being rela-
tively close to Thames.

The privately-owned site is signaled for 
mixed-use development in the Thames 
and Surrounds Spatial Plan; however, the 
availability timeframe of the privately-
owned land is uncertain, the study said.

The community board asked staff to ex-
plore ways to extend the usability of Rho-
des Park in the meantime, including im-
proving internal drainage systems by cre-
ating deeper swales; changing the layout 
of the football and rugby fields to increase 
utilisation; and looking at the potential for 
lighting to increase evening use.

By KELLEY TANTAU

Teen arrested after 
Whangamatā chase
An 18-year-old man appeared in Court 

following a series of burglaries and a 
fleeing driver incident in Whangamatā 
earlier this month.

About 1am on May 5, Police received re-
ports of a person unlawfully entering mul-
tiple commercial premises on Port Rd.

The alleged offender had taken a num-
ber of items, including cash, before Police 
arrived at the scene.

Inspector Mike Henwood, Eastern Wai-
kato Area Commander, said a member 
of the public, passing by at the time, saw 
the unlawful activity and contacted Police 
with descriptions of the alleged offender 
and the vehicle.

At around 2.30am, a vehicle allegedly 
swerved to the other side of the road into 
the path of a Police unit travelling on 
Tairua Rd. Police did not pursue the vehi-
cle due to the manner of driving, however 
kept observations of the vehicle.

A short time later, Police signalled the 

vehicle to stop and pulled the vehicle over.
The driver then failed to remain stopped 

and fled, resulting in Police initiating a 
pursuit.

Inspector Henwood said some time lat-
er during the pursuit, the vehicle crashed 
on Waihi-Whangamatā Rd.

An 18-year-old man was taken into cus-
tody at the scene without incident, and 
there were no reported injuries.

During an initial search of the vehicle, 
Police located a number of items believed 
to have been taken from the Port Rd 
premises.

“Police would like to thank the member 
of the public for promptly contacting us at 
the time of the incident,” Inspector Hen-
wood said. “This allowed us to respond 
quickly and led us to this arrest.”

The 18-year-old man appeared in 
Hamilton District Court charged with 
six counts of burglary, failing to remain 
stopped, and reckless driving.

A flooded Rhodes Park 
during a recent storm.             
File Photo: SUPPLIED
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Theatre to raise the roof with variety show
The show must go on at Paeroa 

Little Theatre, as its enthu-
siastic volunteers prepare for a 
variety show fundraiser extrava-
ganza.

The committee has some am-
bitious plans to bring the theatre 
into the 21st century and make 
it a sought-after venue and com-
munity space for the town. 

First though, there are some 
urgent repairs which need to take 
place - mainly a full roof replace-
ment. 

“We have a new committee this 
year, and we are looking at mov-
ing the theatre forwards, increas-
ing our membership, tidying the 
place up,” committee member Jo 
Adams said.

“But the roof - during the day 
you can actually see the rust on 
the outside, and there’s a hole in 
the ceiling. Our kitchen actually 
needs a complete update as well, 
but we can only do one thing at a 
time.”

Along with the structural issues, 
the committee also wants to revi-
talise the theatre itself, including 
its community. Committee mem-
bers said they wanted the venue 
to be used not just for shows, but 
for functions and events as well. 
And they are also looking into 
ways to draw in youth.

The committee didn’t know 
the total amount needed for re-
pairs yet as they were still getting 
quotes for the work. 

“It’s probably one of the longest 

Members of the Paeroa Little Theatre at rehearsals for a recent show.                                                         Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER

theatres that’s been continuously 
running as a voluntary organisa-
tion,” committee member Kerry 
Single said.

“Over time, this has gone from 
a theatre to a hall, and we want to 
get it back into a theatre again. It’s 
an old-style theatre, so there’s re-
ally a lot that we need to now start 
looking at with future-planning. 

“It’s a place that you can’t walk 
away from. Every suburban area, 
especially in the rural area, needs 

a theatre that the public can come 
to and enjoy themselves.”

Fundraising has already be-
gun, with the committee raffling 
off a load of firewood and hold-
ing a high tea. Next on the list is 
a variety show, featuring some of 
Paeroa’s hidden talent.

Several performers have al-
ready signed up, including come-
dians, magicians, dancers, sing-
ers, and musicians. 

There are still performance 

slots available, and committee 
member Mark Eifler said he was 
keen to hear from anyone who 
could tell a story and entertain an 
audience. 

The theatre will also be hold-
ing auditions at the end of May 
for Crazy Ladies, a comedic play 
by NZ playwright Devon William-
son. 

The play is centred around a 
25-year school reunion with five 
friends, which soon devolves into 

chaos. “And there’s things like 
costuming, back of stage, build-
ing… there’s loads of opportuni-
ties to help,” Jo said. “It’s a great 
way to meet people.”
DETAILS: Roof fundraiser variety 
show, May 23, 7pm, at Paeroa Lit-
tle Theatre. Tickets $20, performers, 
a koha. Performers must register 
by May 18, Ph 021 275 4547. Crazy 
Ladies auditions, May 31, 2pm at 
Paeroa Little Theatre. See Facebook 
for more info.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Call free: 0800 928 928longridgecountryestate.co.nz 44 Waimarei Ave, Paeroa

Visit longridgecountryestate.co.nz
or call 0800 928 928

Come and have a look around
Longridge on Saturday 16 May,

from 10am to 2pm.
View a selection of two and three

bedroom retirement villas, with prices
starting from $730,000. A limited
number of villas also offer a 50%

share in future capital gain.
Weekly fee fixed for life from age 75.

Bookings appreciated.

Saturday 16 May | 10am–2pm

Join Us For OurOPEN DAY
Saturday, 16 May, 10am - 2pm

Call free: 0800 928 928longridgecountryestate.co.nz 44 Waimarei Ave, Paeroa

Matatoki School students 
were visited by Thames-

Coromandel District Mayor Pe-
ter Revell on April 21, as part of 
a school-wide Challenge Seeker 
programme. 

The programme has seen stu-
dents developing their abilities 
to give things a go, try hard with 
tricky things, and develop overall 
resilience in addressing and tack-
ling the challenges of life. 

“We were wanting to develop 
really positive learner dispositions 
in our students, and we noticed 
that their attitudes towards facing 
challenges would be a really useful 
skillset for them to grow,” princi-
pal Hine Viskovich said. 

“So as part of that, we invited 
people from our community to 
come in and talk about challeng-
es that they face, and the kind of 
mindset and strategies they use to 
help them overcome something 
tricky or scary or challenging.”

Among the school’s other guest 
speakers were a competitive kick-
boxer, a firefighter, and a can-
yoning guide/outdoor instructor. 
Each shared their unique perspec-
tives on overcoming challenges, as 
well as sharing a little about their 
jobs with the students.

Mayor Revell’s visit saw the 
students learning about the par-
ticular challenges he faces in his 
local government role, and the 
strategies he uses to work through 
them.

“The kinds of things the chil-
dren have learned from listening 
to those people is to give it a go, 
think about the end, don’t give up, 
and take small steps, just one step 

Challenge seekers give it a go

at a time,” Hine said.
“In a classroom situation that 

would transfer to, for example, if 
someone doesn’t feel confident 
about maths, rather than being 
overwhelmed, just do small steps 
and think about what it will feel 
like when you achieve well.”

Hine said the difference in stu-
dents’ attitudes has been noticea-

ble. “Teachers were on the lookout 
for children who were taking on 
challenges in their learning… each 
week the numbers just grew, and 
some children have got multiple 
challenge seeker awards.”

This term, the students will be 
focusing on having a good atti-
tude, and showing more agency in 
their own learning. 

Thames-Coromandel District Mayor Peter Revell visits students as part of a 
school-wide Challenge Seeker programme.                              Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER

Hauraki’s Pātaka Kai Social 
Supermarket has been 

forced to temporarily shut its 
doors following weather dam-
age from Cyclone Vaianu in 
April.

The Paeroa-based so-
cial supermarket has been 
closed since it was flooded 
out on April 12. Te Whāriki 
Manawāhine O Hauraki Hau-
raki Women’s Refuge, which 
runs the supermarket, says 
it will remain closed for the 
foreseeable future, with no set 
date to reopen.

“We were wiped out, basi-
cally,” director of research 
Paora Moyle said. “And we do 
this without funding, so it’s re-
ally knocked us over.”

The Pātaka Kai wasn’t the 
only part of the refuge’s op-
erations affected in the storm, 
Paora said - its Thames prem-
ises, located on the second 
floor above BNZ Bank, also 
took a battering. 

“Everything just got com-
pletely saturated. I think the 
weather came in sideways un-
der the roof,” she said.  “Being 
an old building, the landlord 
has had some trouble with 
pigeons all the way along. It’s 

made it less than versatile.
“We’re using one half of it 

and we’re drying out the other 
half - there’s been some re-
pairs that have happened up 
there. But we are in the pro-
cess of moving to new prem-
ises.”

The relocation will also in-
volve moving the Pātaka Kai 
back to Thames, which Paora 
said would be necessary to 
help reduce operational costs. 

Meanwhile, the refuge’s safe 
house, which helps women 
and children dealing with do-
mestic violence, was unaffect-
ed by the cyclone. 

Paora said the organisation 
would continue to operate as 
normal despite the disrup-
tions. 

“We’re moving, basically, 
and reorganising. We can’t 
stay where we are,” Paora said.  

“But we will continue to look 
after people as best we can. 
And it may mean a mobile ser-
vice and going out to visit and 
that kind of thing… we will be 
back to the space we were be-
fore in terms of providing for 
the community.

“We’re just going to have to 
get used to being better pre-
pared and doing things better 
and differently.”

Cyclone Vaianu 
decimates social 
supermarket
By ALICE PARMINTER
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#1 BRAND IN GARDEN POWER TOOLS
2018
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Garden Power To
ols

Garden Power To
ols

100 years
strong.
we're just
getting
started.

15% off all combi attachments
when you purchase any combi engine
–––

kma 80 r
BATTERY
COMBI ENGINE
(TOOL ONLY)

15% off all
attachments

$595
15%off all
attachments

$645kma 120 r
BATTERY
COMBI ENGINE
(TOOL ONLY)

km 94 rc-e
PETROL COMBI
ENGINE

15% off all
attachments

$875

CHOOSE YOUR ATTACHMENT FROM OUR VERSATILE RANGE
FS-KM AC 27-2
LINETRIMMER

NOW $181

FS-KM GSB
BRUSHCUTTER

NOW $181

BG-KM
BLOWER

NOW $269

HT-KM
POLE PRUNER

NOW $451

HL-KM
00 LONG-REACH
HEDGETRIMMER

NOW $405

RG-KM
RECIPROCATOR

NOW $632

FCB-KM
CURVED
SHAFT EDGER

NOW $269

KW-KM
POWER SWEEPER

NOW $677

BF-KM
CULTIVATOR

NOW $451

SCAN TO VIEW
THE FULL
COMBISYSTEM
ATTACHMENTS
RANGE

317 Pollen St,Thames
Stihlshop.co.nz 07 868 8730

Caterpillar (97 mins) M. Follows three women living in a leaky Wellington villa. 16yo Cassie; her
mother, a filmmaker on the brink of a breakthrough; and her grandmother, who has an obsession
with raising monarch caterpillars and one day seeing the butterfly migration in Mexico.
The Sheep Detectives (109 mins) PG. A witty new mystery about a shepherd (Hugh Jackman) who reads
detective novels to his sheep every night, assuming they can’t understand. But when a mysterious incident
occurs, the sheep become the detectives. Investigating human suspects, they become brilliant crime-solvers.
The Devil Wears Prada (119 mins) M. Almost 20 years after their iconic turns as Miranda, Andy, Emily and
Nigel—Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway, Emily Blunt and Stanley Tucci return to the fashionable streets of New
York City and the sleek offices of Runway Magazine in the eagerly awaited sequel to the 2006 phenomenon.
Michael (130 mins) M. Musical biographical drama telling the story of Michael Jackson’s life from lead
of the Jackson Five to how his creative ambition led him to become the biggest entertainer in the world.
Michael has surpassed Oppenheimer for the biggest opening day ever for a biographical film.
Coming from Thursday 21 May: Sgt Haane: True WWII story. Haane Manahi of the 28th Māori
Battalion is told that taking the German desert fortress of Takrouna will be a ‘cakewalk’. But when the
chain of command collapses under enemy fire, Haane leads a small group of Māori Battalion soldiers –
all related, all cousins – up a precipitous cliff face and into the pages of history – where his Victoria Cross
recommendation and its downgrade continue to echo throughout his descendants today. A Private Life:
French comedy starring Jodie Foster. When renowned psychiatrist Lilian Steiner learns of the death of
one of her patients she is deeply troubled. Convinced that it was murder, she decides to investigate...

Movies from Thursday 14 May to Wednesday 20 May
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

Design your ownDesign your own
village with thesevillage with these

ceramic tealight housesceramic tealight houses

Paeroa high tea event raises $3k for charity
A community high tea fund-

raiser in Paeroa on May 2 
has raised just over $3000 for 
the Breast Cancer Foundation 
NZ.

The Pink Ribbon FIKA High 
Tea Luncheon event at the 
Ohinemuri Club hosted 122 
patrons, some of which were 
dressed from head to toe in 
pink wigs, accessories and at-
tire to show their support for 
the cause.

Organiser Mel Huang, who 
runs Mel’s Catering alongside 
husband Edilson Ponce, said it 
was a “huge effort” and he was 
really happy to hit the $3000 
target. “Everything went 
smoothly because everybody 
just chipped in to help make it 
successful.”

Mel said he shared his “sin-
cerest appreciation” to all who 
supported the event such as 
the Ohinemuri Club and all the 
sponsors who donated their 
time, skills, prizes and auction 
items.

Nurse practitioner Emma 
Hedgecock was also there to 
share a presentation about the 
importance of self-checking, 
what to look for, and how im-
portant it was to screen for ear-
ly detection of breast cancer.

The high tea itself consisted 
of each guest being served 14 
pieces of food, Mel said.

“Of course doing high tea on 
the high tea trays is really no 
joke, because it’s the first time 
I’m doing that with that many 
people involved.”

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

People show their support for the Pink Ribbon FIKA High Tea Luncheon fundraiser.        Photos: AYLA NECKLEN

Mel said there was a strong 
feeling of “community spirit” at 
the event.

“I think everybody just plays 
a part in it and that makes it so 
exciting. You can feel the com-
munity spirit where everybody 
just wants to help to raise the 
funds,” he said.

“That’s actually very impor-
tant for any fundraiser, you 
want to fundraise because you 

want to do it, not because you 
have to be there.”

But the cause was important 
to Mel on a personal level.

“This is a really, really good 
cause. I have had many nice 
customers throughout the years 
who actually died of breast can-
cer, so I can actually feel that 
it’s a thing that if we need to 
do something to help with the 
research, we just try our best to 

give it all to the foundation,” he 
said.

He said usually every month 
he hosted a high tea event for 
the seniors of Paeroa at a rea-
sonable cost, which included 
live music, a quiz and spot priz-
es. The purpose of each high tea 
was to raise funds for charity, 
he said, such as Kids Can, Can-
teen and Starship.

The first fundraiser he hosted 

was in March, 2023, and since 
then they had raised almost 
$30,000 for different charities, 
he said. “We are really, really 
happy with what we’ve been 
able to do.” 

The next high tea fundraiser 
is set for June 6 to raise funds 
for Paeroa Blue Light.
DETAILS: To keep up with future 
high tea fundraisers, follow Mels 
Catering Paeroa on Facebook.

Edilson Ponce and Mel Huang.
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60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

In stockIn stock
& ready to go.& ready to go.

Beat the madness!Beat the madness!

Feds welcome reform
Federated Farmers is welcoming the 

much-needed reform of local gov-
ernment announced last week, and says 
councils should get cracking.

The government has given councils a 
three-month window to put forward pro-
posals to simplify and strengthen local 
government in their regions.

Federated Farmers local government 
spokesperson Sandra Faulkner says that’ll 
be music to farmers’ ears.

“New Zealand’s local government struc-
ture simply isn’t working for farmers, or 
any Kiwis really. It’s contributing to rising 
costs, infrastructure pressure, and declin-
ing civic engagement.

“Ratepayers up and down the country 
have completely lost confidence in a sys-
tem that doesn’t recognise how our com-
munities have evolved across the last 30 
years,” Faulkner said.

“We’ve long advocated for reform, so 
we’re very pleased the government has 
now asked councils to get on with it.”

The announcement offered councils 
a chance to fast-track their own reform 
proposals and bypass the Combined Ter-
ritory Board model.

Federated Farmers encourages elected 
councillors to put aside parochialism and 
engage in open discussions on reform that 
will work.

“The clear message to councils from 
government is to seize the initiative and 
find more efficient structures that work 
better for ratepayers and communities.

“If councils don’t front-foot this, govern-
ment will make the decisions for them.”

Faulkner said Federated Farmers would 

only support reforms that locked in strong 
representation for provincial communi-
ties.

“Our consistent view has been that met-
ropolitan and provincial areas have very 
different needs and priorities.

“We took the initiative early this year by 
publishing a proposal for reform, promot-
ing the case for unitary councils, which 
would combine the responsibilities of cur-
rent regional and district councils. We’d 
like to see metropolitan unitary councils 
centred on cities of around 50,000-plus, 
and provincial unitary councils that merge 
the district councils.”

That model could see the current 78 
councils reduce to less half that number.

“Our model achieves the streamlin-
ing, economies of scale and capability to 
shoulder the regional spatial planning the 
government wants,” Faulkner said.

“Representation is key - having confi-
dence that those elected to make the de-
cisions understand, and are accountable 
for, the needs of their ratepayers.

“By structurally separating metropoli-
tan and provincial governance, we would 
ensure councils reflect genuine communi-
ties of interest and have more consistent 
geography, land use, and rating bases.”

There’s a lot of work and discussion to 
happen in a relatively short timeframe, 
she said. “Federated Farmers urges coun-
cils to get on with it and be transparent 
with their communities as they make 
these important decisions.

“And if they’re not sure where to start, 
go and read our carefully thought-out pro-
posal.”

On the LandOn the Land
Vet urges caution over bait toxicity

With winter rapidly approaching and 
temperatures cooling, it’s the time 

of year when people set out rat bait to 
control rodents coming around houses 
and sheds. 

As a result, we often see animals, usu-
ally dogs, that have ingested bait.

There are a few different types of rat 
baits. Anticoagulants (those that inter-
fere with blood clotting) are the most 
common, but other types that affect the 
brain and organs also exist.

Dogs can ingest bait directly or eat a 
poisoned rodent and develop secondary 
toxicity. Rat bait is designed to taste like 
a treat so that the rodents want to eat it. 
As a result, so will your dog.

What does it look like if your dog has 
eaten rat bait? 

For the first 2-3 days, nothing! 
As blood clotting worsens, your dog 

may begin to bleed internally, which 
looks like pale gums, weakness, difficulty 
breathing, seizures, coughing, unusual 
bleeding, or lameness. 

Clinical signs will depend on which 
body system is bleeding (into the brain vs 
a joint, for example) in the early stages of 
poisoning.

What to do if you suspect exposure to 
rat bait: 

Act quickly. Remove access to rat bait. 
Do not wait for symptoms to develop; 
contact your veterinarian immediately. 
Treatment will vary depending on how 
long ago the exposure was, so give your 
veterinarian as much information as you 
can. 

Take a photo of the poison’s packaging 

By DR GEMMA WITHERS

so the veterinarian knows which type of 
poison it likely is and how it will affect 
the dog.

How to prevent exposure:  Avoid using 
rat bait where pets can access it. If neces-
sary, use pet-safe bait stations. 

Store poisons out of reach of animals. 
Supervise your dog in an unfamiliar en-
vironment (e.g., at the neighbours’ or a 
friend’s) in case they have laid bait in an 
area the dogs can reach.

Rat bait exposure is serious and can be 
fatal. The key is prevention, and if that 
is unsuccessful, act quickly to get your 
pet to a veterinarian. It’s far better to be 
cautious rather than wait and see what 
happens.

- Dr Gemma Withers is branch manager 
and veterinarian at Franklin Vets, Kopu

Dr Gemma Withers.        Photo: SUPPLIED
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

ON ROAD SALES
We are seeking a motivated, energetic go getter to promote and sell our

Honda Motorcycle brand and farm machinery.
You will be reliable and able to manage your own schedules and territories,

building strong customer relationships and demonstrating product knowledge
while providing solutions to existing and potential customers.

You will need:
• To work with the team
• To have mechanical knowledge with a strong interest in motorcycles and farm machinery
• To be a confident communicator with good people skills
• To be self-motivated and comfortable to work independently
• To have a clean full drivers licence (Class 2 would be an advantage)
We are offering:
• Company vehicle
• Supportive team environment
• Training on products and systems

If you enjoy being on the road, talking with customers and working with machinery
and motorbikes we’d love to hear from you.

Send your CV to miles@hpmotors.co.nz or phone 027 227 1121 for a chat.

Widow’s plea after forestry road death
Two more businesses have 

been held to account for 
the forestry road failures that 
killed Coromandel truck driv-
er Greg Stevens, as his widow 
issues an emotional plea for 
worker safety.

Greg Stevens, 59, died when 
his fully loaded logging truck 
and trailer rolled while nego-
tiating a bend on a private for-
estry road in May, 2023. 

The road had no warning 
signs, road markers or berms, 
and its sharp corner was well 
outside any recommended 
specifications for the heavy ve-
hicle he was driving.

The Thames District Court 
found the corner’s turning di-
ameter was 7.5 metres less 
than the minimum standard 
for the truck configuration. 
Wet surfaces, mud-caked tyres, 
darkness, and a steep downhill 
approach made the bend even 
more dangerous.

The forest owner, Specialty 
Timbers (1987) Ltd, and the 
transport contractor, Trevor 
Masters Ltd, have now been 
sentenced for their work health 
and safety failures. Judge 
Tompkins found each party 
assumed someone else was en-
suring the road was safe, so no-
body took responsibility.

“Greg’s death was preventa-

On the LandOn the Land

Greg Stevens died when his fully loaded logging truck and trailer rolled in May, 2023.          Photo: SUPPLIED

ble, and if those companies had 
done what they should have 
done, my Greg would still be 
with me today,” Caroline Ste-
vens told the Thames District 
Court in a victim impact state-
ment.

“Greg’s death has left both 
mine, and the lives of our fami-
lies, in limbo. Only someone 
who has experienced a loss like 
this in such tragic and horrible 
circumstances will ever under-
stand. It is my hope that Greg’s 

death will serve as a reminder 
to prioritise safety in the work-
place, so no other family has to 
endure this trauma. My plea is 
simple: let our loved ones come 
home from work safely,” Mrs 
Stevens told the court.

Safe transporting of logs to 
the forest boundary is part of 
WorkSafe New Zealand’s re-
cently released approved code 
of practice for forestry and har-
vesting operations.

“No log load is worth a life. 
Forestry operators must un-
derstand that managing for-
estry roads isn’t optional. If 
you’re moving heavy vehicles 
through difficult terrain, you 
need proper risk assessment, 
proper consultation, and prop-
er controls. 

“If you’re not sure your roads 
are up to standard, stop and 
check before the next truck 
goes out,” WorkSafe northern 
regional manager Brad Dug-
gan said. Forestry was a prior-
ity for WorkSafe as its fatality 
rate was about 20 times higher 
than the average for all sectors, 
he said. “Our role is to influ-
ence businesses and workers 
to meet their responsibilities to 
keep people healthy and safe. 
When they do not, we take ac-
tion.”

The forest managers, For-
est360 Limited, have separate-
ly entered into an enforceable 
undertaking. This is a binding 
agreement with WorkSafe to 
invest more than $400,000 in 
a range of safety actions in re-
sponse to the death.
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Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Gaol escapee found in Ngatea cowshed

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Charles Bolton, a prisoner 
who had escaped from 

Auckland’s Mount Eden gaol, 
was discovered hiding in a set-
tler’s cowshed at Ngātea.  

Bolton was a 29-year-old un-
married miner, said to have for-
merly resided at Waihī. 

The first trace of his move-
ments was discovered near 
Clevedon and from there he had 
made for Ōrere and Miranda. 

At Waitakaruru he acquired a 
hat and coat, being clad only in 
dungaree trousers and a singlet. 
When Warder Brophy and Con-
stable Taylor found evidence of 
him at Miranda they followed 
his tracks finally discovering 
him exhausted at Ngātea. 

He was taken to Pukekohe, 
and brought before the court 
there on a charge of having es-
caped from legal custody.

Meanwhile, at Karangahake a 
few miners on their way home 
from work just after midnight 

Police discovered the exhausted gaol escapee at Ngātea, 1919.                             Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

met a man with a small child on 
his back and two little boys at 
his side.  

They were wandering aim-
lessly in an almost destitute 
condition about the street. 

The man’s wife had died at 
Mangaiti, near Te Aroha, during 
the recent influenza epidemic, 
and he had been left with the 
children to care for.

He couldn’t do this alone so 
had tramped over the ranges 
and was on the way to Bowen-
town where he had two brothers 
who had promised to help him.  

Warm milk was obtained for 
the baby, who was wrapped in 
a thin shawl tied to his father’s 
back. 

Some bread, meat and hot tea 
were found for the others then 

they were given blankets and 
somewhere to sleep in the Min-
ers’ Union Hall.  A ‘tarpaulin 
muster’ – a collection of money 
- was then made amongst the 
miners which resulted in a nice 
handful of silver.

The Auckland-Thames road 
was opened for motor traffic via 
Pokeno, Maramarua, Waitakar-
uru, Ngātea and the Wharepoa 
Ferry. 

The Thames County Coun-
cil had completed laying pipes 
over a portion of the road near 
Maramarua which had been im-
passable for vehicular traffic for 
years.  

By the new route it was pos-
sible to motor from Auckland to 
Thames in about five hours in 
fine weather. 

On the Thames Coast road 
a mob of about 158 cattle pur-
chased at a sale at Tapu was 
brought to Thames and lodged 
for the night in a paddock at 
Pārāwai adjoining the railway 
line. 

They broke out and got on the 
line as the Auckland express 
train came along, stampeding 
before it, eventually running on 
to the railway bridge over the 
Kauaeranga River.  

Three were drowned, or 
bogged in deep mud in the river 
bed. The remainder of the mob 
was saved after a great deal of 
trouble.  

The train was held up over 
an hour before steaming into 
Shortland station, which was 
just across the bridge.

1919

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. In 1992, Motorola, Nokia and NEC 
were the leading manufacturers of 
which now widespread product?
2. Which of these is not the name of 
a US state? a) New England, b) New 
Hampshire, or c) New Jersey?
3. Which famous cocktail is made by 
mixing ginger ale with orange juice 
and a splash of grenadine?
4. Which Canadian singer first per-
formed under the stage name Mickey 
Bubbles?
5. Which is the most recent imple-
ment to have widespread usage: the 
spoon, fork, or knife?
6. On which day of the week do Sev-
enth Day Adventists go to church to 
worship?
7. Complete the set of four Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtle names: Raph-
ael, Michaelangelo, Leonardo and 
________.
8. Which is larger: the Pacific Ocean, 
or all the worlds’ landmasses added 
together?
9. Singer Harry Styles has four of 
which body part? a) Ears, b) kidneys, 
or c) nipples?
10. Which former Australian Rugby 
player was also the Bachelor for sea-
son six of The Bachelor Australia in 
2018? a) David Pocock, b) Israel Folau, 
or c) Nick Cummins (also known as 
‘Honey Badger’)?

ANSWERS: 1. Cellular phones; 2. a) New England 
(New England is a northeastern region of the United 
States comprising the states of Maine, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode 
Island); 3. A Shirley Temple; 4. Michael Bublé; 5. The 
fork; 6. Saturday; 7. Donatello; 8. The Pacific Ocean; 
9. c) Nipples; 10. c) Nick Cummins aka Honey Badger.
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FINDOUTMORE
Come along to our drop-in sessions at theWaihī
Library and Service Centre, Paeroa Library and
Ngātea Service Centre and Library between
10am-12pm on:

MAY 2026
Tuesday, 19 May
Thursday, 21 May
Monday, 25 May
Wednesday, 27 May
Friday, 29 May

JUNE 2026
Tuesday, 2 June
Thursday, 4 June
Monday, 8 June
Wednesday, 10 June
Friday, 12 June
Tuesday, 16 June
Tuesday, 23 June
Tuesday, 30 June

PAY
RATES
EASY
PAYYOUR RATESYOUR WAY

USING PAYBLE

Payble makes it siiimpllle.
View your property and water rates bills
Choose a payment option that suits you best
Manage payments easily in one place PAYBLE IS

COMING

18MAY

Stay up to date
Scan theQR code to find
out more about Payble
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/

property-rates

KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAIHI BEACH 07 863 7387

WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP
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Lucci said. “For many people, 
the idea also carries a sense 
of nostalgia, recalling the bot-
tle return systems of the 1970s 
and 1980s. 

“Reintroducing such a 
scheme in Aotearoa would not 
only benefit the environment, 
but also create meaningful 
fundraising opportunities for 
schools, clubs, and communi-
ty groups such as the Thames 
Scouts.

“The success of the Thames 
Scouts bottle drive shows just 
how valuable a container re-
turn scheme could be for com-
munities across New Zealand.

“It is an initiative that would 
support fundraising, strength-
en community engagement, 
and contribute to a cleaner, 
less wasteful future.”
Details: For more informa-
tion about the container return 
scheme check out zerowaste.
co.nz/container-return-scheme

Bottle return a fundraising success
On March 15, the Thames 

Scouts, in partnership 
with the Seagull Centre, had 
the opportunity to see first-
hand how effective a contain-
er return scheme could be in 
Aotearoa.

With support from the 
Thames community, the Scouts 
collected a total of 3928 bever-
age containers, made up of 635 
plastic drink bottles, 1114 alu-
minium cans, 2106 glass bot-
tles, and 73 beverage cartons.

This resulted in a total return 
value of $785 to go towards fu-
ture camps and activities. 

The group reached their 
initial target of 2500 contain-
ers (equivalent to $500) by 
10:30am, thanks in part to 
a generous donation from a 
Thames restaurant owner.

“This was a significant 
achievement, especially con-
sidering the collection was 
completed before lunchtime,” 
Seagull Centre sustainability 
co-ordinator Lucci Scott said. 

“To earn a similar amount 
through more traditional fun-
draising methods, such as 
sausage sizzles, could require 
as many as four separate four-
hour sessions.

“The bottle drive clearly 
demonstrated how efficient 
and practical a container re-
turn scheme could be as a fund-
raiser for community groups.”

The event also saw strong 

community participation 
across all age groups. 

Both young people and adults 
were involved in collecting, 
greeting, sorting, counting, and 
educating others about the pro-
cess. 

This highlighted not only the 
fundraising potential of such a 
scheme, but also its ability to 

bring people together and en-
courage community involve-
ment, Lucci said.

“A container return scheme 
would provide a practical and 
cost-effective way for New Zea-
landers to reduce litter, mini-
mise waste, and improve recy-
cling rates. 

“Similar schemes are already 

operating successfully in 57 
countries and states, where 
they help recover drink con-
tainers and ensure the real 
costs of recycling are covered.

“Public support is also strong, 
with surveys showing that 76 
per cent of New Zealanders 
want a container deposit re-
turn scheme introduced here,” 

Thames Scouts supercharged their fundraising efforts with a container collection and refund scheme.   Photos: SUPPLIED
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
176 Kenny Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21621

A Comfortable Home with Added Extras
Updated two-bedroom home with open-plan living,
SMEG cooker and modern finishes. Fully fenced
crosslease freehold section with garage, greenhouse
and gardens. Detached one-bedroom summer house
with living area. Call Brooke for more information.

Asking Price $590,000
View by appointment

New Listing

Paeroa
15 Junction Road 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21605

Entry Level Opportunity with Extras
This two-bedroom cottage offers easy, practical living
on a fully fenced section, perfect for first-home buyers,
investors, or those looking to downsize. Inside, find a
functional galley-style kitchen that connects to open
plan living, complete with a heat pump.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Tues 26 May (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
243B Landlyst Road 2 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21618

Modern Living with Rural Serenity
Modern home set on 9288sqm (approx.) in peaceful
Golden Valley. Open-plan living flows outdoors to
stunning rural views. Features include a stylish kitchen,
double garage, detached sheds and spa pool, offering
privacy, comfort and a relaxed lifestyle setting.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
5A Thomas Place 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21648

Everything You Need, Ready Now
If you’re after a home that simply works from day one,
this solid three-bedroom, one-bathroom family home is
ready and waiting. The generous, fully fenced section
provides a safe and spacious setting for kids, pets, and
relaxed outdoor entertaining.

Asking Price $629,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
7 Penny Lane, Waikino

eves.co.nz/ewa20871

Motivated Move Must Be Sold
Perched in an elevated, sun-soaked position, this
section has plenty to offer with panoramic views,
privacy, and future potential. Swift tiny home on site
and additional storage. Services: water and power on
site. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $485,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
75a Consols Street 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21588

The Sweetest Place to Call Home
Enjoy cosy charm and everyday ease in this delightful
two-bedroom, one-bathroom home. Light-filled open-
plan living is complemented by a heat pump for year-
round comfort, while the functional kitchen flows
effortlessly to a dining area for relaxed, practical living.

Asking Price $540,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
60 Victoria Street, Waikino 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21266

Where Nature Whispers and Comfort
Awaits
Tucked among beautiful gardens, this two-bedroom
home offers a sanctuary where nature and comfort
meet. Open plan kitchen and living/dining flow
seamlessly to outdoor entertaining areas.

Asking Price $649,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi Beach
8B Citrus Avenue 3 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21622

Tropical Feel, Coastal Appeal
Well-presented coastal home on a private 402sqm
(approx.) section with tropical gardens and covered
outdoor entertaining. Features include an upstairs
master retreat, separate powered cabin, single carport
and access to neighbouring Wilson Park.

Asking Price $1,050,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
10A Hobson Street 3 1 2 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21649

Peaceful Split-Level Living
Private split-level home with three double bedrooms,
woodburner and spacious rumpus room with heat
pump. Set on a leafy 1,138sqm (approx.) section with
fruit trees, workshop, garden shed and flexible living
spaces for families or working from home.

Asking Price $680,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Waihi
7 Heath Road 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21307

Lifestyle Living, Town Convenience
Situated on 1ha (more or less) delivering the perfect
balance of lifestyle freedom and everyday convenience.
Three-bedrooms, spacious open plan living, double
garage plus room to graze some pets.

Asking Price $1,049,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
32 Silverton Road 3 1 1 3

eves.co.nz/ewa21543

Suntrap on Silverton
North-facing three-bedroom home on a fully fenced
1,277sqm (approx.) section. Features open-plan living,
timber floors, large front deck, detached single garage
with power and additional double garage, offering
comfort, space and future opportunity.

Asking Price $655,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Waihi
33 Walker Street 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21399

Price Drop: Make a Move
This well-positioned two-level family home in the
popular college zone could be just what you are
looking for. Set on a large, flat, fully fenced section with
three bedrooms and a wet-floor bathroom. Plus a
garage/workshop and carport.

Asking Price $635,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

For these two sweet 5-month-old 
boys, the shelter is all they’ve ever 

known. 
They arrived as tiny kittens and 

have spent their whole lives waiting… 
watching others come and go, wonder-
ing when it will be their turn.

While they are loved and cared for 
every day, growing up in a centre isn’t 
the life they deserve. 

They long for something more — a 
warm lap, a quiet home, someone to 
call their own.

They’re gentle, affectionate boys who 
can be a little shy at first, but with pa-
tience their playful, boisterous person-
alities begin to shine. Once they feel 

safe, they become the cuddly compan-
ions they were always meant to be.

They can be adopted together or 
separately — all they truly need is a 
chance. 

Both are desexed, microchipped, 
vaccinated, flea and worm treated, and 
litter trained.

Please come and meet them at 
Thames SPCA or view them online.

Adoption fee: $106.80 each.
DETAILS: All the details online: www.
spca.nz/adopt/animal/657859/cat-
donatello-thames or www.spca.nz/
adopt/animal/657858/cat-dante-
thames?centres=thames

- Supplied by Thames SPCA

Pet ProfilePet Profile
Still waiting, but not giving up

They arrived as tiny kittens five months ago.   Photo: SUPPLIED

Ever been in a 
room shar-

ing something 
and thought, 
“Everyone here 

probably already knows this. 
What’s the point?”

I’ve been there.
I used to really struggle run-

ning workshops for profession-
als. I’d stand there thinking I 
was the least experienced in 
the room, the least qualified—
maybe only up there because I 
like to talk.

There was one workshop in 
particular. I was speaking my 

Feel like you’re teaching people to suck eggs?
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION heart out but silently cringing, 
convinced I was teaching eve-
ryone stuff they already knew. 
For many in that room, that 
simply wasn’t true. But I didn’t 
see it at the time.

At the end, I spotted a gen-
tleman who I knew could have 
run circles around me on the 
topic. I sheepishly walked over, 
almost ready to apologise for 
wasting his time.

But he was grinning. Beam-
ing, even.

“Mike,” he said, “you don’t 
get it. When I hear a message 
I believe in and agree with, 
it fires me up. It inspires me. 
I’m sitting there in the back, 
cheering you on. Even when we 

know something deeply, there’s 
something powerful about 
hearing someone else share it 
with passion.”

That moment flipped some-
thing for me.

Here’s the truth: your story, 
your wisdom, your insights—
someone needs them.

For some people, it’ll be com-
pletely new. For others, it’ll be 
a reminder they didn’t know 
they needed. And for a few, it’ll 
be like cheering from the side-
lines as someone else carries 
the message forward.

Sure, there will always be the 
ones in the middle—the crit-
ics, the complainers. But if we 
let their voices silence us, we 

rob the ones who actually need 
what we carry.

So don’t hold back. Don’t as-
sume you’re teaching people to 
“suck eggs.” Turns out, most 
people like eggs.

Your story could be the en-
couragement, the reminder, 
or the lightbulb moment that 
someone else has been waiting 
for.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support his local youth 
work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his 
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

‘Business 
as usual’ 
after Profile 
office closes
The Valley Profile has closed its 
Paeroa office. 

Editor/owner Teresa Maxwell 
said the closure was due to the 
recent completion of paper’s Pub-
lic Interest Journalism funding 
through NZ On Air and a recent 
drop in advertising because of the 
fuel crisis. 

“We are a very small team who  
previously used the office only 
twice a week because we’re busy 
out and about in our community 
talking to newsmakers and adver-
tisers, so it didn’t make economic 
sense to keep the office open.”

The quality of the region’s larg-
est newspaper would not change, 
she said. “It’s business as usual.

“Our three full-time staff and 
two part-time reporters will still 
be out and about and we will con-
tinue to represent our communi-
ties and produce our award-win-
ning weekly newspaper.”

The Valley Profile prints 16,000 
copies every week, delivered to 
every letterbox in the Hauraki 
Plains, Waihī, Ngatea, Thames and 
Thames Coast, with bulk drops 
throughout the Coromandel Pen-
insula, including Whangamatā, 
Whitianga, Pauanui, Tairua and 
Coromandel township. 
DETAILS: To place an advertisement 
or advertorial, Ph/Txt 022 130 3885, 
email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz or 
Ph/Txt 022 174 3988, email: david-
da@valleyprofile.co.nz. For stories, 
email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz.



14 THE VALLEY PROFILE, May 12, 2026   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

We Have All Your
Flooring Needs Covered

Flooring Sales & Installation
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

“The Best in Flooring“The Best in Flooring
Underlay for Comfort,Underlay for Comfort,
Durability and anDurability and an
EnvironmentallyEnvironmentally
Smart Choice”Smart Choice”

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road
at Waihi Beach

07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchen Refurbishment
Laundry Refurbishment
Bathroom
Refurbishment

Outdoor Kitchens
Custom made Furniture
Retro-fit Double Glazing

For Top-notch Craftsmanship and Expertise
in Kitchens and Cabinerty

Pop into our Showroom 46 Johnston
Street, Waihi

Contact 021 818 150 Info@bakerjoinery.co.nz

Owens Flooring has a spacious 
240m2 showroom, one of the 

largest in the area. On display is a 
wide range of leading brands of both 
solution dyed nylon carpets and 100% 
wool carpets in an array of the latest 
colours in both hard twist cut pile and 
textured loop pile finishes. They also 
have their in-store stock special rang-
es of carpets and vinyls at competi-
tive prices suitable for all households. 

With additional sample ranges 
available of the top-quality brands 
in engineered timber and laminate 
planking ranges they can cover all 
your flooring requirements. 

Ask about Sleepyhead Renew Un-
derlay - a heavy duty eco foam under-

lay made from over 100% NZ recycled 
foam materials, adding comfort and 
durability and an eco-friendly story 
- with every house lot of underlay 
purchased, Sleepyhead plants a tree 
in the NZ ”Trees that  Count” refor-
estation of NZ Native trees Scheme: 
treesthatcount.co.nz.

Owens Flooring is a very well re-
spected and recognised business 
based in Waihī Beach. Specialising 
in both residential and commercial 
flooring, sales and installation, cov-
ering floors from the Hauraki basin, 
Coromandel Peninsula, Waihī, Waihī 
Beach, Katikati and beyond. 

Owner Bill Owens and his team 
have over 30 years of experience in all 

Owens Flooring: ‘We have your floors covered’
Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space

aspects of floor coverings. Call in and 
see their friendly sales team to book 
a “free measure and quotation”.
DETAILS: Showroom: Unit 5/57 
Wilson Rd, Waihī Beach. Monday-
Friday 8.30am-4pm, Saturdays by 
appointment. Ph 027 233 7277, 
email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz 
or www.owensflooring.co.nz. 

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Chest, 4 Every now and then, 14 Trust, 15 Sleet, 16 Unfamiliar, 17 Ether, 19 Toy, 20 Formula,
21 Libellous, 22 Dismay, 25 Feathered, 27 Sherry, 28 Flying, 33 Cradlesong, 35 Toe, 36 Ramrod, 37
Comb, 39 Née, 41 Cake tin, 42 Ascent, 43 Consonant, 44 Elate, 45 Eyesight, 50 MD, 51 Reckless, 55 Alibi,
58 Aluminium, 59 Nitwit, 60 Enhance, 61 Ore, 63 Eats, 64 Fewest, 65 Rut, 66 Straighten, 68 Caddie, 69
Dispel, 71 Broadcast, 76 Titter, 77 Navigator, 79 Include, 81 Tar, 84 Eyrie, 85 Disgusting, 86 Jetty, 87
Mused, 88 Go off the deep end, 89 Chart.

DOWN: 2 Hollow, 3 Steam, 5 Vent, 6 Realise, 7 Noises, 8 Whirl, 9 Nurture, 10 Tier, 11 Ethnic, 12 Musty, 13
Staying, 14 Trample, 18 Glittering, 23 Below, 24 Grimace, 26 Endless, 27 Scented, 29 Isolate, 30 Treaty, 31
Utter, 32 Bounce, 34 Gust, 36 Regal, 38 Baths, 40 Hook, 45 Erase, 46 Erupted, 47 Iris, 48 Heifer, 49 Pivot,
50 Mineral, 52 Convincing, 53 Loathes, 54 Sacred, 55 Amnesia, 56 State, 57 Kiss, 62 Trial, 67 Dirtied, 68
Costume, 70 Plaudit, 72 Rooftop, 73 Weirdo, 74 Danube, 75 Editor, 76 Truss, 78 Issue, 80 Leech, 82 Reef,
83 Anon.

270

ACROSS
1 Consumers (5)
4 Mix up (8)
9 Straightforward; frank
(6)
14 Oust (5)
15 Dropped into an
extremely dangerous
or unpleasant situation
(6,2,3,5)
17 Roman love god (5)
18 Long fish (3)
19 Shutting (7)
20 Cargo ship (9)
21 Water channel (6)
24 Run off hastily (9)
25 Come to rest (6)
26 Decomposed (6)
29 Tumbling and
acrobatic feats (10)
31 Seventh Greek
letter (3)
32 Fearful (6)
33 Pretends (4)
35 Tear (3)
37 Domesticate (4)
39 Certain of (9)
40 Absent-minded (9)
41 Regretful (5)
42 Cabbage salad (8)
47 In reality (8)
51 Electricity supply (5)
55 Reduced-size copy
(9)
56 Digestion disorder
(9)
58 Canine animals (4)
59 Self-esteem (3)
60 Dry (4)
61 In arrears (6)

62 Humour (3)
63 Sustenances (10)
66 Yanked (6)
67 Fried coating (6)
69 Puts limits on (9)
72 Tattered (6)
73 Nerve-racking (9)
75 Chaos (7)
77 Extinct large bird (3)
80 Bloodsucking insect
(5)
81 Immediate
adoration (4,2,5,5)
82 Surpass (5)
83 Lookout (6)
84 Auxiliary activity (8)
85 Unwanted plants (5)

DOWN
2 Academic (9)
3 Tree anchors (5)
5 Chef (4)
6 Stuck to (7)
7 Aggressiveness (12)
8 Era (5)
9 Meal course (7)
10 Torture frame (4)
11 Mediterranean
island (6)
12 Less (5)
13 Cheese type (7)
14 Publication issue (7)
16 Having no
intelligible meaning (11)
22 Food allowance (6)
23 Exalt; worship (7)
24 Earnest (7)
25 Glass fragments (6)
27 Diplomatic (7)
28 Lemon acid (6)

30 Comedy sketch (4)
32 In pieces (5)
34 Saline (5)
36 Sweetheart (4)
38 Fuss (3)
42 Punctuation mark
(5)
43 Desire (7)
44 Wound mark (4)
45 Maltreated (6)
46 Discussed publicly
(5)
48 Playing area
divided by a net (6,5)
49 Give a talk to (7)
50 Diary (3)
51 Claimed (anag)(7)
52 Bathroom cubicle
(6)
53 Pacific site of
sculpted heads (6,6)
54 Astound (4)
57 Improvement (6)
64 Stained (9)
65 Marine bird (7)
66 Clipped (7)
68 Completely (7)
70 Expressing deep
emotion (7)
71 Safe and
unthreatened (6)
72 Big farm in US (5)
74 Roof overhang (5)
76 Cereal crop (5)
78 Faction (4)
79 Branding tool (4)

 SUDOKU               250

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                270

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

flooring

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

BKD Farm Quad

Contact Ben 027 488 7019
benknoetze@gmail.com

R E PA I R  A N D  S E R V I C E
To all makes of farm Quads & Bikes

Free collection & deliveries in 25km 
Radius of Ngatea

Care and Repair +
automotive

air conditioning

clothing & merch

When your grass gets tall we handle it all
• Lawn Mowing    • Edging & Trimming
• Green Waste & Rubbish Removal
• One-off & Regular Services
• No job too big or small – just give us a call!
• Servicing Your Area
• Same-day or next-day service available
• Affordable rates – free quotes!

027 285 4981 /  cutaahi@outlook.co.nz

CUTAA
HOME IMPROVEMENT

home improvement

Soft-wash the exterior of your house, 
roof, patios, paths and driveway. 

For best Algae, Moss & Lichen treatment. 
We also clean exterior of windows, 

gutters and do general waterblasting 
Prompt local service with over 20 yrs experience 

Call for free quote
Andy Direct:  027 313 4386

or 0800 737 777 
or email: housewash@xtra.co.nz

HOUSEWASH
housewash

glass & glazing

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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People in Hauraki-Coromandel don’t have 
to look far for top-tier residential construc-

tion solutions. That’s because the team at 
Caird Construction is the first port of call for 
anyone with a building plan in mind.

“Exceptional homes built with precision” is 
not just their motto, but also a principle they 
stand by with every project.  Owner operators 
Shaun and Kate Caird said while they special-
ise in new residential builds, they also carry 
out renovations, extensions and new shed 
builds. Shaun has over 30 years experience 
in the construction industry working through-
out New Zealands as well as overseas. Shaun 
and Kate established Caird Construction in 
2014 and have been building quality homes 

throughout Hauraki and Coromandel ever 
since. Their legacy is built on a commitment 
to unparalleled quality, integrity and the high-
est level of service throughout each project.

“We pride ourselves on maintaining great 
relationships with architects and subcontrac-
tors to ensure smooth project execution and 
superior results on every build. Our team is 
made up of qualified carpenters and appren-
tices who are dedicated to delivering the high-
est quality workmanship.”

Whether you already have your plans or 
need guidance to get started, Caird Construc-
tion can help bring your vision to life.
DETAILS: Contact Caird Construction on 021 
389 198, or visit www.cairdconstruction.com

Make plans with Caird Construction
Caird Construction help bring peoples dreams to life.                                                     Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

• Rubbish & green   
  waste removal
• Lawns, hedges and  
  property tidy ups
• Deceased estate 
  clearing
• Gutters, windows 
  and water blasting
• Furniture moving 
  and more

property services

After years of silence and staying out 
of the spotlight, Te Aroha songwriter 

James Brodie is returning to the stage for a 
30th birthday benefit concert in May. 

The one-night-only concert, dubbed 30 
And Alive, will see James performing a 
setlist featuring stripped-back versions of 
music from his back-catalog alongside a 
selection of songs that he performed on the 
Future Te Aroha stage growing up. 

The setlist will be paired with stories 
about growing up in his hometown and the 
lessons he learned along the way.

All tickets sold for the concert will benefit 
the Future Te Aroha Trust to allow them to 
continue the vital work they do in the com-
munity and the performing arts at the Fu-
ture Te Aroha Centre, James said - some-
thing which he has both benefitted from 
and given back to regularly over the years. 
“Future Te Aroha has been a big part of my 
life since I started going there as a kid al-
most 25 years ago. Naturally, their mission 
has become a big part of my life, and it only 
feels right to do this show there,” he said. 

“Subsequently, all proceeds from the 
ticket sales will go directly to the Future Te 
Aroha Trust so they can continue doing the 
incredible things they do in our community 
through the performing arts. I have loved 
being a part of this mission over the years 
and if I can use this platform to give back to 
a place that has given so much to me, then 
that is a great way to spend my 30th”.

James said his 30th birthday was a big 
milestone in his life, as well as marking his 

Brodie returns for benefit concert

James Brodie.              Photo: SUPPLIED

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

return to the stage. “On many occasions, 
turning 30 came close to not happening, 
especially when I was struggling with my 
mental health in my teenage years,” he said. 

“If you’ve spent any amount of time in my 
orbit, you know the levels of what I’ve had 
to fight over the years to get here. But I’ve 
always maintained that should I make it to 
30, I would share that story on stage with 
some of the songs I had started writing to 
act as the journal to my journey.”
DETAILS: May 23, 7.30pm, Future Te Aroha 
Centre. Tickets $15, email futureta@xtra.
co.nz, Ph 07 884 9484.

SPORTS REPORTS

Thames Men’s Firsts unbeaten run continues 
with a win - Thames FC roundup
There was a buzz around Rhodes Park on Satur-
day, with five senior rugby and football games fol-
lowing a busy morning of junior sport. The packed 
car park reflected Thames Football Club’s rapid 
growth since the turn of the year, with the seniors 
adding a Reserve team and junior numbers rising 
by 20 per cent. The first football double-header of 
the season began with the Reserves facing Hamil-
ton Wanderers in Waikato Division 4. 

A sloppy start saw Thames quickly fall 2-0 be-
hind as Max Hazelton and Jordan Brown finished 
simple moves for the visitors. Thames gradually 
found their rhythm, with centre-back Martin Sut-
cliffe surging forward to fire just over the bar. 

Jake Hudson then tested the defence from the 
right, while Eli Fale threatened down the flank be-
fore being smothered by Wanderers goalkeeper 
John McCosh. Thames rallied after the break and 
pulled one back when Neil Hope burst through 
midfield and released Amrit Thayyil, whose cross 
was neatly converted by Hudson. 

However, the early damage proved decisive as 
Hamilton Wanderers ran out 4-1 winners, with 
Brown sealing his hat-trick late on. 

Thames Men’s Firsts continued their unbeaten 
start and claimed their first win of the season 
with a 3-1 victory over early table-toppers Wai-
kato Unicol Black. The hosts made the perfect 

start when a jinking Raegen Winslow run forced 
a clumsy tackle in the box. Ben Taylor stepped up 
and calmly converted the penalty to open his ac-
count for the season. 

Goalkeeper Matthew Burchell continued his ex-
cellent start to the campaign with a series of fine 
saves, the best coming in the 33rd minute when 
he reacted quickly to tip a point-blank volley over 
the bar. Thames nearly doubled their lead when 
Taylor’s close-range header from a Xavier Brown 
corner was well saved, before German Rodriguez 
Estefan clipped the crossbar with a 30-yard effort. 

The second goal arrived when Brown found 
Mike Kim, whose snapshot slipped under the 
goalkeeper. Unicol responded through Nathan 
James to reduce the deficit, but Thames sealed 
the win when Yusuke Koizumi released Darius 
King on halfway. The speedy attacker outran two 
defenders before smashing home to make it 3-1.

“After a couple of draws, we wanted a complete 
performance to secure the three points,” captain 
Mickael Dernoncourt said. 

“We were solid in all areas and put the game to 
bed with a strong team display.”

Elsewhere, Thames Women’s Kate Sheppard 
Cup run ended against a strong Waikato Unicol 
side. Stacey Palmer struck twice early with runs 
behind the defence, before Jordan Braid-Eley add-
ed two more on the counter. Thames responded 
through Jessica Rendall and Keltie McManus, but 
Jessica Sizer sealed a 5-2 win for Unicol.

- Jonathan Coles

FOOTBALL
Darius King seals the game with a brilliant solo goal.       Photo: MARK BROWN



PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper 

to everyone, sometimes we just cannot 
achieve this. If you are one of the few who did 

not receive your weekly paper, please note 
they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council 
Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, 
Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC 
Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, 
Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, 
Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, 
Fresh Choice Waihi, Kenny St Dairy
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, 
Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin 
Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields 
Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 
Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council 
Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy          
KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy
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Sheep Shearing 
Services

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening To Let
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman

Handyman Services

An experienced 
handyman covering 
all trades with over 
20 years exp building 
trade. Please contact 
Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades Painter
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Storage

In Memoriam

Death Notice

Lost & Found STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Land Wanted

Piano Tuner

Situations Vacant

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

Public NoticePublic Notices

Wanted to Lease/Rent 
land while I look for 
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text 
Richard 0279332015

FULL TIME QUALIFIED DIESEL MECHANIC REQUIRED 
Monday - Friday.

 Must be a team player and have a full drivers licence.
Send CV to andrew@centralmotors.co.nz 

or phone Andrew  on 027 285 0349

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Mondays 12 noon

Dry stock work 
is available near Ngatea

Practical experience in farming 
and livestock is necessary.
Driver’s license required.

3-4 months of variable hours and holiday 
cover initially but could lead to 

additional work beyond.
For more info or expressions of interest 

please contact:
office@townshend.co.nz

House 
Cleaning

Castle on the Coast 
Cleaning Service. All 
housework, ovens, 
laundry, ironing. 
Ph 027 437 1195

Gold ring found at 
Ngatea Domain on 
Sunday. Ph 021 292 
6700

WATKINS, Lois:
One year ago we lost a loving 
mum, nana and friend. 
In loving memory of Lois 
Watkins, 15 May 2025. Loved 
wife of the late Maurice 
Watkins (16 May 2010). 
Your love, strength and 
kindness remain with us every 
day. 
Though life moves on without 
you our hearts still ache for 
one more conversation, one 
more laugh, one more hug.
Forever loved, deeply missed 
and always remembered.
Love Barry and Fiona, 
Maurice, Kayla, Paul, Danny 
and Michael xx

WAIHI Furnished private 
long-term cosy dwelling. 
Lounge, separate 
kitchen, bthrm, loft bdrm. 
Off-road parking, close 
to shops. Refs reqd.
Ideal for single or 
working couple. $400pw 
(incl electricity). For 
viewing 021 0273 4399

Mobile shearing, 
crutching, hoof trimming 
& drenching. For 
lifestyle block owners, 
competitive rates. Call 
Richard 022 128 0852 
or email richard.collier@
xtra.co.nz for details

Thames Valley 
Basketball Assn

Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 26 May 2026

Jack McLean Rec Centre
Thames 6pm

All welcome to attend
Contact R Ruka 

021 121 1953

EDMONDS, 
Jan Margaret (nee 
Davern):
20.7.1944 - 5.5.2026. Aged 
81 years. Treasured wife and 
soulmate of John for almost 
60 years. Adored Mum of 
Gayle and Kevin, Katrina and 
Barry, Kim and Nik. Beloved 
Granny of Amanda, Arran, 
Jacinda, Ollie and Elise.

‘A life well lived, and will be 
forever missed. 
Rest in Peace’.

A Remembrance morning 
tea for Jan will be held in 
The Richmond Villas Lodge, 
Thames, on Saturday 16th 
May at 10.30am.

NOTICE OF GREY POWER 
WAIHI INC

Annual General Meeting
Friday 22nd May 2026

Commencing at 10am Sharp
Waihi Baptist Church, Kenny St, Waihi

Secretary: Grey Power Waihi Inc.

IF IT MATTERS, IT’S TRADEZONE
IN STORE NOW

- Engineering & Welding consumables
- Extrusions - Fasteners

- Bearings & Belts
- Eziswap Industrial Gases

- Protective Wear
- Hand & Power Tools

- Keys, padlocks, locksmithing
CONTACT US: online@readbros.co.nz

SPORTS REPORTS Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Show-jumping 
showcase
The Thames Pony Club end of season 
show-jumping competition was held 
on May 9, celebrating the end of a 
busy season of taking care of ponies, 
training, learning and competing 
at the club’s weekly rallies. Club 
members said it was a great event for 
all their riders, ranging from those on 
the lead rein to senior riders. 

Sophia John flies with pony Chazz.Lucia Suess and her pony, Comet.

Sophia Child and Blitzen jump the crossbar in style.     Photos: SUPPLIED

Arlo Gumbley jumps Skye on the lead rein.

Tamzin Forsyth-Lees rides Paella.
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bayleys.co.nz

Kopu 52KopuRoad

556sqm 260sqm

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Fri 22May2026
459PollenStreet,Thames
Viewbyappointment
GeoffGraham021 733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Vacant“entry level” industrialopportunity.
Unlock thisopportunity tosecureastrategically located industrialpropertyatanaffordableprice.Situatednext to the
newlyestablishedKopuMarineServicingandBusinessprecinct, this small-scale, high-potential asset is ideal for land
bankers, entrepreneurial investors,orowner-occupiers.Theproperty features two independent, free-standing
industrial shedswithacombined floorareaof260sqm(moreor less)ona556sqm(moreor less) industrial-zonedsite.
Offeringabsolute flexibility, youcanoccupyoneshed foryourownbusinesswhilegenerating rental incomefromthe
other.Bothbuildingsarestructurally sound,withpositiveearthquake ratingsof60%NBSand80%NBS.

bayleys.co.nz/2180959

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

OPENDAY

Puriri 134and142StationRoad

3.973ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu4Jun2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.30amSun 17May
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Build,grazeorhold
Located inPuriri, this3.973ha(moreor less)propertyoffersawell-positioned lifestyleblock inaprivate rural setting.
Beingsoldas twotitlescombined intoone, itdelivers scaleand flexibility.Thevendor isclear in theirpositionand
wants thispropertysold,making itone to takeseriously.The land is flat,making ithighlyusableandeasy tomanage.
Currently suited tograzingwithstockyardsontheproperty, there isplentyof roomhere tocontinue runningstock
whileplanningyournextmove,or todevelop further tosuityourneeds.

bayleys.co.nz/2180957
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2010 Toyota SIA
2.0 Ltr, Auto, Hybrid, Towbar

NOW
$8,990

2012 Nissan Juke
1.5 Ltr Auto, Versatile Hatch

$8,990

2013 Honda Jazz
1.5 Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Leather Trim

$10,990

2010 Jaguar XF
3.0 Ltr Auto, Low 69 Kms,

Immaculate Condition

ONLY
$13,990

2015 Hyundai i40
Auto, 2.0 Ltr, NZ New, Low Kms,

High Safety Rating

$11,990

2013 Toyota Yaris
Auto, NZ New, Alloys,

Super Economic

$10,990

2013 Mitsubishi ASX
Auto, NZ New, 1 Owner.

Superb Condition

$8,990

2017 Kia Sportage
2.0 Ltr Diesel Auto, AWD,

Top Spec

$18,990

No off switch for lifeguards after big season
The red and yellow flags may 

be down for the season, but 
for Waihī Beach Lifeguard Ser-
vices, there is no off switch for 
its members.

After another busy summer, 
the club has wrapped a season 
that brought together patrol 
service, rescues, lifeguard de-
velopment, surf sport success, 
and major infrastructure pro-
gress.

Across the 2025–26 surf 
lifeguard patrol season, Waihī 
Beach lifeguards recorded nine 
rescues, 14 assists to safety, 
777 preventative actions, more 
than 26,000 safety interven-
tions, nine searches, 11 major 
first aids and 38 minor first 
aids. 

Thanks to several support-
ers, the club was able to erect 
the Bowentown Rescue Hub in 
time for the start of the region-
al lifeguard season. The inter-
nal fit-out is still to be complet-
ed when funds are available, 
but once complete, the hub will 
shorten emergency response 
times and enhance capability 
at Bowentown. 

It was also a standout season 
for Waihī Beach lifesaving surf 
sport. At the 2026 Aon New 
Zealand Surf Lifesaving Cham-
pionships at Ōhope Beach, 
Waihī Beach athletes show-
cased their skills by competing 
against some of the country’s 
best. Max Page claimed silver 
in the U15 Board Race, Max 
Morley achieved two top-10 
finishes in the U17 Board and 
Ski finals, and Georgia Walter 
finished 7th overall in the U17 

Board Race. 
The club also made finals in 

several team events, including 
Board Relay, Surf Teams, Ski 
Relay and Taplin Relay. 

The Masters team also de-

livered a strong national per-
formance, finishing 16th over-
all against much larger clubs. 
Christiaan Maarhuis had a 
standout championships, fin-
ishing first overall in his age 

group. 
The Masters Surf Teams also 

won gold, while the Double Ski 
combination claimed silver. 

The surf boat crew also add-
ed another proud chapter to 

Luke Butler was named 
Surf Lifeguard of the 

Year at the Waihī Beach 
Lifeguard Services 

awards night.
Photo: ALEX WILKINS

the season, with the Under 23 
team bringing home silver in 
the short course. 

Three Waihī Beach surf life-
guards also competed at the bp 
New Zealand IRB Champion-
ships 2026 in Gisborne.

Meanwhile, the club’s Annual 
Awards of Excellence night rec-
ognised the people behind the 
patrol hours, rescues, coach-
ing, training, events and quiet 
work that keeps the service 
running, as well as acknowl-
edging sporting achievement. 

Key honours included Luke 
Butler, named Surf Lifeguard 
of the Year, Andrew Cochrane, 
named Volunteer of the Year, 
Millie Watson, who received 
the Taylor Bros Cup for Junior 
Lifeguard of the Year, Chloe 
Poulter as Patrol Captain of 
the Year, Chiara Woodford as 
Instructor of the Year, and the 
Rescue of the Year which was 
awarded to Mitchell Robinson, 
Max Morley and one Coroman-
del Club lifeguard. 

Christiaan Maarhuis received 
the President’s Cup and the 
Butler Family Trophy for ef-
fort, attitude and achievement 
in surf sport and lifeguarding, 
Byron McIntyre received the 
McLaughlin Shield for U19 
Sports and Lifeguarding Vol-
unteer, and Sharlene Manu-
kau was named Patrol Support 
Lifeguard of the Year. 

The Spark Merit Shield 
- Most Improved Member - 
Sport and/or Lifeguarding 
went to a team this year, the 
“Four Men One Oar” Surf Boat 
Rowing Crew.


