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aeroa’s shopping district is getting a community-
led makeover. f—
The Main Street Clean-Up will be taking place on =~ =
April 12 on the section of Normanby Rd/Belmont Rd *
that runs between Victoria St and Marshall St. —
Event organiser, the Paeroa Business Association ===
(PBA), is calling on businesses and locals to help out gzoy
with the working bee, doing tasks like brushing down E
shopfronts, clearing cobwebs, cleaning windows, and
general frontage tidy-ups.
Shops along the main street are being approached
by the association to ask them to participate in the
event.
The working bee is stage one in the PBA’s plan to
beautify Paeroa’s shopping district.
“We’re working to add value to the town, to add
some personality to the main street, where it might
be more inviting for people to stop,” committee
member Rhys Carmichael said.
“And we're also well down the line of the commu-
nity lighting project for the main street - we’ve got
some good grants out there at the moment waiting s
for consideration.” =0
Also still in the pipeline is the community radio
project, which Rhys said would add atmosphere to 7
the street. 8

“We do need the support of local businesses and et
shopkeepers and everyone to do their part,” Rhys -
; . said of the clean-up day. e

i L1 e PBA’s Rhys Charmichael, Jodie PhiIIips,and*Mcott"sa‘i%" 5
[ i town’s shopping centre is due for a makeover. ===
e

“The more people that can come along and helpon
the day and want to be involved, the better.” e
CONTINUED ON P2

- i ool

Know
the
drill...

e 0800 4 MY BIN ©soo 469 246) (ff ) smart

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz environmental

foday




02 THE VALLEY PROFILE, April 7, 2026

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this space:
only

$50 +cst

Th=Li1'1-Ie.Things

winsl BITieThansgL no.re o

[ ]

=
Punee, |

Wl“:!‘ did the banana
fayy fe th! dP-_|

—_— e —

P Mot kg
L\‘b::ﬂlﬂﬂs can [‘.'.!:IL.r

s

s

Street clean

CONTINUED FROM P1

Committee member Rosie Scott said
the association also had eyes on specific
parts of the street which need extra at-
tention.

The PBA is in discussions with shop
owners and a young local artist to de-
velop temporary murals on boarded-up
shopfronts, for example, and there is
a project underway for other beautifi-
cation initiatives once the clean up is
complete.

The PBA, which took over from the
former Positive Paeroa community
group in September, 2024, already had
some wins for the town, Rosie said.

“I think with any transitioning organ-
isation it has been a hard year [with]

a little bit of a learning curve for us...
but we’ve progressed past that and we

-up planned

are now in a position of actually getting
things in place,” she said.

The PBA had seen a lot of success
with its Business After 5 and Women’s
Breakfast meetings, she said, and with
already-completed projects such as new
town flags and the mural on the side of
E Ronnie’s Cafe, spearheaded by for-
mer committee member Linley Rose.

“We're also working on a website,
which will have things going on in
town, places where people can connect
and key contacts,” Rhys said.

“Because that’s what we’re here for.
We want to be the advocate, the organi-
sation that’s helping businesses in town
grow and prosper.”

DETAILS: For more information about the
Main Street Clean-Up on April 12, email
enquiries@paeroa.org.nz or find the
Paeroa Business Association on Facebook.

OFFENDER ARRESTED

Police received a report of a possible fire-
arm discharge at a commercial premises on
Ngati Maru Highway near Thames around
2.30am on April 2. The offender had fled in
a vehicle, a Police spokesperson said, which
was later sighted on SH26. The vehicle
crashed in order to evade spikes set on the
road and one person was detained. Police
are making enquiries.

MOTOR VEHICLE CRASHES

Emergency services were called to a two-
car collision at the intersection of Kerepéhi
Town Rd and SH2 on April 1 around 3:15pm.
One person was trapped and had to be ext-
racated from the vehicle before being trans-
ferred to an ambulance, a Fire and Emer-
gency NZ spokesperson confirmed.

MAYORAL FUND CLOSES

Twenty-one households and 12 businesses
have received financial support through the
Hauraki District Council Mayoral Disaster
Relief Fund in the wake of the January 21
storm. The grants covered essential costs
including food, accommodation, utilities,
debris removal, and other expenses that
arose directly from the storm. The relief
fund contained a $14,000 donation from
Woolworths and $245 in public donations,
as well as $100,000 from the government.
All applications have now been assessed
and funds allocated to those who met the
criteria.
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Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and
_ I'm here to help you. Find me in

one of the display advertisements

in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your

full name & postal address, and the

business name and page number of the ad by
the following Monday to go in the draw to win
a Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Smart En-
vironmental ad.

PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT/ADVERTORIAL: Advertising Manager Nikki Sanders, Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@
valleyprofile.co.nz; Feature Writer Davidda Hikatangata, Ph 022 174 3988, davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz.
NEWS/EDITORIAL: Managing Editor/Owner Teresa Maxwell, Ph 0204 0944 853, editor@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior
Reporter Kelley Tantau, Ph 022 619 4889, kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior Reporter Alice Parminter, Ph 022 527
0988, alice@valleyprofile.co.nz.
LETTERS: Send letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. Letters must include your full name and address,
be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at editor’s discretion.
THE VALLEY PROFILE is independently owned and operated. It is delivered weekly to every letterbox in the Hauraki
Plains, Paeroa, Waihi, Thames, Thames Coast, plus bulk distribution peninsula-wide, with an estimated reach of
35,000 readers. OFFICE OPEN MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS: 2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA, 3600 | ISSN: 2703-5700
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308 Pollen St, Thames
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Donation boosts rail trail recovery

By KELLEY TANTAU

A- major donation of recycled

aterials is set to boost the
recovery of the Hauraki Rail
Trail, as efforts continue to re-
pair sections damaged by the
severe summer storm.

More than 3,700 fence posts,
worth around $100,000, have
been donated to help repair the
24km stretch between Paeroa
and Waihi, one of the areas
hardest hit by the

remained closed.

However, there has been pro-
gress, with the trust confirming
the section between Waikino
and Waihi - including the Ka-
rangahake Gorge tunnel - has
now reopened to the public. Us-
ers were asked to be aware that
some areas remained “a little
rough under wheel or foot” as
repairs continued.

“We didn’t want to leave
it closed while we worked
through  scoping

January weather L We had just paid and the funding of

event.

the repairs,” Diane

Manufactured the last account for said.” “The works
by Future Post Ggprielle repairs, undertaken so far

from recycled soft

have just allowed

plastics, the posts @nd the trail had s to open, but
willbe used in on-  peyer [ookgd so Dot undertake the

going rebuilding

repairs and resur-

work after the trail good. facing required to

reopened in time
for Easter.

- Diane Drummond

bring this back to
its former glory.”

Hauraki  Rail
Trail Charitable Trust chief ex-
ecutive Diane Drummond said
the “generous” donation was a
“much-needed shot in the arm”
for trail management.

“We had just paid the last ac-
count for [Cyclone] Gabrielle
repairs in December, 2025, and
the trail had never looked so
good,” Diane said.

Then, the January 21-22
storm hit, causing widespread
damage across the region and
forcing the closure of key sec-
tions of the popular cycle trail,
with the Ministry of Business,
Innovation and Employment
assessing the impact at around
$20,000 for every day the trail

The $100,000
fence post donation, facili-
tated by the Packaging Forum
through its Soft Plastic Recy-
cling Scheme, was announced
in Paeroa on March 17.

Packaging Forum chief ex-
ecutive Craig Miller said it had
been “incredibly tough” to see
the trail damaged again after
Cyclone Gabrielle.

“The Hauraki Rail Trail is
more than a cycle path, it’s a
lifeline for the communities
it connects,” he said. “We're
proud to be making a practi-
cal donation to help rebuild
the trail, using posts that are
designed to last and that keep
valuable plastic out of landfill.”

Manufactured by New Zea-
land business Future Post,
the donated post products are
made from 100 per cent recy-
cled plastic waste, including
soft plastic collected through
the Soft Plastic Recycling
Scheme bins at supermarkets
around the country.

The posts each use around
1,500 soft plastic items, mean-
ing the donation will keep more
than 5.5 million bags - about 36
tonnes - from landfill.

RIGHT: A damaged section of
the Hauraki Rail Trail.

In total, the fence post donation will keep more than 5.5 miilion plastic bags out of landfill.

Snowden’s

Choose from our
great selection of
long sleeved John
Lennon Shirts and
Silverdale pure

merino knitwear

Proudly locally owned and operated

for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,

Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

f XPERTEEZ2
- MENSWEAR - TOTAL IMAGE

s CREEN
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¢SUBLIMATION
¢HEAT PRESS
¢ GRAPHIC DESIGN

HOODIES TEES POLOS FLEECE
CAPS SOFT SHELL DRI-GEAR
JACKETS HIVIZ TOTES BEANIES

totalimage@xtra.co.nz
027 3514744

BAXTERS

The Biggest Sale
of the Season

La-Z-Boy Furniture

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 SEALEY ST, THAMES | PH 07 868 6128
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PI says Sara Niethe case still not forgotten

By KELLEY TANTAU

Twenty—three years after
Sara Niethe was murdered
in rural Hauraki, a renewed
public appeal has brought her
name back into focus - some-
thing investigator Bruce Currie
says shows the case is far from
forgotten.

Mr Currie, a licensed private
investigator and former Detec-
tive Senior Sergeant with New
Zealand Police, has spent the
past six years working pro bono
for Sara’s family.

He said the response to this
year’s anniversary had been
“heartening,” with a surge of
messages, memories, and new
information emerging from
across Ngatea, Kerepehi, and
the wider Hauraki Plains.

Sara, a 31-year-old mum-of-
three, disappeared in March,
2003, after visiting a property
in Kaihere. She never returned
home, and her body has never
been found. More than two
decades on, Mr Currie believed
the passage of time may finally
prompt those who have stayed
silent to come forward.

“People who may have been
frightened in 2003 might now
feel safe to talk. Others who
were teenagers then are now
adults with families of their
own, and they understand what
Sara’s children have lost,” he
said. “Relationships end, peo-
ple move away, and sometimes
secrets that were kept for years
finally get told.”

According to Mr Currie, the
case, and the circumstances

Hauraki mum-of-three Sara Niethe was killed in Kaihere in 2003. Her body has never been found.

surrounding the conviction of
Mark Pakenham, remained
“disturbing”.

Pakenham pleaded guilty to
manslaughter in 2013 and was
sentenced to six years and sev-
en months’ imprisonment.

He was released on parole in
2016, having never disclosed
the location of Sara’s body.

Mr Currie said since his re-
lease, Pakenham has claimed
he fabricated the account he
gave to police and the court in
order to avoid a murder convic-

tion. Mr Currie also pointed to
a recorded 2009 conversation,
made before Pakenham was
charged, in which he allegedly
told an associate he knew where
Sara’s body was and claimed
the only reason he had not been
charged with murder was be-
cause “they can’t find the body”.

Mr Currie also said newly
obtained documents from the
Hamilton High Court raised
further questions about how
Pakenham’s guilty plea came
about. According to Mr Cur-

Photo: SUPPLIED

rie, the documents showed
the court accepted a version of
events in which Sara was said
to have consented to the fatal
methamphetamine injection,
despite, he said, there being
no evidence of consent in the
agreed summary of facts.

“These documents confirm
what we have long believed,”
Mr Currie said. “The consent
claim had no evidentiary basis.
The sentencing judge himself
was uncomfortable with what
the defence avoided.

“The system was gamed, and
Sara’s family have paid the
price for 23 years.”

Back in February, 2023, Mr
Currie helmed a search for Sara
alongside search and rescue
experts in “dense” terrain in
Kaihere.

The area of interest was Oh-
inewai Rd, a steep, narrow,
gravel stretch of road off State
Highway 27, that was said to be
familiar to Pakenham.

Mr Currie told The Profile
last week that while there were
no new searches currently
planned, they were “working
hard” on reviewing the evi-
dence, talking to the local com-
munity, and “putting pressure”
on the Solicitor-General.

He is also appealing to an-
yone who lived in Ngatea,
Kerepehi, Kaihere, or the wider
Hauraki area in 2003 to cast
their minds back to that time.

He is particularly interested
in hearing from anyone who:
saw or heard something unu-
sual around the last weekend of
March, 2003; heard rumours
about where Sara might have
been buried; heard Pakenham
or anyone else talk about what
happened; noticed odd behav-
iour - someone digging, burn-
ing, or acting strangely on rural
properties; saw Sara’s mother’s
car (1987 Honda Civic hatch-
back) after March 30, 2003; or
hard local talk about a burial
site “where a body would never
be found”.

DETAILS: Information can be pro-
vided confidentially to Bruce via
bruce@brucecurriepi.co.nz
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Now WITH INCREASED CAPACITY FOR HOMEKILL

Still supplying homemade old fashioned
sausages and small goods made on site.
Raffle Packs available

Open: Mon - Fri 7am til 5.30pm

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEED$
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

h’eMn Ricketts 021 612 984
- SRS e o &
Tﬂaﬂﬂ fora great cause and help

support our local community.

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz  facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Carson to kick off at International Rugby Academy

RUGBY

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Cerlnrson Fletcher knows what it
eans to face adversity.

“In 2024, I faced one of my big-
gest challenges when I broke my
collarbone,” the 16-year-old rugby
player from Thames High School
told The Profile.

“This was a really tough period
for me as I had to spend a long
time recovering and watching
from the sidelines instead of being
able to play.”

Through the frustration, the
young athlete said he tried to stay
involved and helped manage and
support his team wherever he
could.

It taught him a lot about resil-
ience, patience, and the impor-
tance of being a team player “even
when I couldn’t contribute on the
field”, he said.

By the time the next season
rolled around, Carson said he was
“fully motivated” to head back
stronger and “pushed myself even
harder” in training.

He used the setback as motiva-
tion to “grow and become a better
player”, he said.

It is what makes his recent
achievement one to truly cel-
ebrate.

The promising rugby talent
was selected to attend the Inter-
national Rugby Academy of New
Zealand in Wellington for an ad-
vanced training programme start-
ing this week.

He said he felt proud of him-
self and what made the moment

i

Carson Fletcher is off to the International Rugby Academy of New Zealand in Wellington.

“even more special” was to know
his efforts paid off. His goal was to
“push myself outside my comfort
zone” on his quest to improve and
refine his rugby skills.

“Most importantly, I want to use
this opportunity to grow as both a
player and a person, and to learn
how to take my rugby further in

the future.”

The rugby star, who is also a
sports leader at Thames High, said
the role allowed him to encourage
others to get involved in sport and
help them build confidence.

He also represented Thames
Valley in the Under 14s in Taupo
and the Thames Valley Rugby Un-

Photos: SUPPLIED

der 16s Skulls development pro-
gramme, he said.

The experiences strengthened
his desire to continue to improve
and “reach my goals in rugby”, he
said.

He was excited and inspired to
train with coaches who were for-
mer All Blacks such as Rodney

So’oialo, he said.

“It’s a great opportunity to learn
from some of the best in the game,
and to gain insight into what it
takes to perform at an elite level,”
he said.

Carson believes he “always gives
100 per cent” in every rugby train-
ing session or game.

It’s what gives him an edge.

“What I believe makes me stand
out is my strong work ethic and
determination.

“I also think my rugby smarts
set me apart, as I have a good un-
derstanding of the game, can read
situations well, and make smart
decisions under pressure.”

The way he stayed motivated
when faced with challenges was to
picture himself as though he had
already achieved his goals, he said.

“Iuse this as a way to keep push-
ing forward, even when things get
difficult, as it reminds me of what
I am working towards,” he said.

“This mindset helps me stay fo-
cused, positive, and determined to
ifmpr,gve, no matter the obstacles I

ace.

Paeroa Amateur Athletics Club holds memorlal ribbon day

ATHLETICS

he annual Paeroa Ribbon

Day was at the Paeroa
Amateur Athletics Club on Sat-
urday 7 March was t.

This year the event was re-
named the Kevin Sharp Memo-
rial Ribbon Day to acknowl-
edge the passing of the former
life member late in 2025.

As part of the day’s usual
track and field events (for
grades Tiny Tot through to
grade 14), the Kevin Sharp
Memorial Race was run for the
first time.

Open to past and present
club members, runners of

varying ages and abilities com-
pleted a 1500m circuit of the
track. Each received a ribbon
and certificate on completion.

“There was a real sense of
connection and reflection,” the
club said.

“Runners were heard shar-
ing memories of Kevin and
their times at the club. As the
final runners came over the
line there were high fives and
cheering.

“Bev Sharp, Kevin’s wife, was
in attendance. It was very spe-
cial and we think Kevin would
have loved to see everyone out
enjoying a run together.”

- Supplied

LEFT BANK THEATR

Ph:{07:8683142 “www:leftbanktheatre'cotnz

Movies from Thursday 9 April to Wednesday 15 April

For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You, Me & Tuscany (110 mins) PG. A delicious romantic comedy about one little lie, one large Italian
villa, and two people getting lost in the sauce of love. A young woman has abandoned her dreams of
becoming a chef and is now drifting through her twenties. When she loses her housing, an encounter with
Matteo—a handsome Italian who happens to have a villa sitting empty in Tuscany—she is inspired to jet off for Italy.

659 PoIIen St) Thames

cooperail T

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &
BUSINESS ADVISORS

Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

The North (132 mins) M. Two old friends are walking 600 kilometers through the Scottish highlands, Contact us today:

to reconnect with each other, with nature and with parts of themselves they have lost.

The Super Mario Galaxy Movie (98 mins) PG. A follow up to the 2023 box office smash The Super Mario
Bros Movie with this intergalactic sequel, taking elements from the beloved Wii games. Huge with the kids! e

The Magic Faraway Tree (110 mins) G. Follows a modern family who find themselves forced to 07 868 9945 -
relocate to the remote English countryside and discover a magical tree and its extraordinary and o -
eccentric residents. Adapted from the Enid Blyton book series of the same name. mail@cooperaitken.co.nz’-
Tenor: My Name Is Pati (104 mins) PG. Music-packed documentary. Tells the story of Pene and 3
brother Amitai Pati, and their journey from Samoa to platinum-selling success in the trio Sol3 Mio e

and the world’s greatest opera stages. Bursting with humour, heart and soaring performances.
Coming from Friday 24 April: Solo Mio: After being left at the altar in Rome, a man decides to go on
his honeymoon alone. Michael: The cinematic portrayal of the life and legacy of one of the most influential
artists the world has ever known. Tells the story of Michael Jackson’s life beyond the music, tracing his
journey from the discovery of his extraordinary talent as the lead of the Jackson Five, to the visionary
artist whose creative ambition fueled a relentless pursuit to become the biggest entertainer in the world.

online@readbros.co.nz

Creating freedom in your business.

e

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
¢ Key Cutting ® Sharpening
¢ Wire Rope Swaging ® Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

104 Sealey Street, ’Th:a_lmes

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

www.cooperaitken.co.nz
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Waihi
33 Walker Street

Space That Works for You

An opportunity not to be missed, this spacious two-
level home is in the college zone. Enjoy the benefits of
a large, level, fully fenced section. Open plan living
extends to decks. A detached garage/workshop
E{_(_z\édes additional storage and work space.

E%ﬁg eves.conz/ewa21399

Exceptional. Every day.

slmm | Gy 12D 2 (@)

Asking Price $649,500
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

b =

Waihi
33 Russell Street

Sunny Brick Beauty

Enjoy easy care living in this charming two-bedroom,
one-bathroom brick home, ideally located in central
Waihi. Light-filled open plan living flows out to sunny
outdoor decking perfect for relaxed entertaining.
Internal access garage and carport.

ﬁﬁ@ eves.conz/ewa21501

@ eves.conz
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Enquiries Over $649,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
2 Buller Street

Freedom, Space No Covenants

Vendors want action on this generous 3435 sqm
(approx.) lifestyle section positioned on the outskirts of
town, offering options and rural views. With no
covenants, you have the freedom and flexibility. Call
Bx_nﬁsty to arrange a time to view.

% eves.conz/ewa20741

FEr

Boundary lines are indicative only

Asking Price $465,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
8631B State Highway 2, Waikino

River Views and Garden Privacy

Elevated living with river views, surrounded by gardens,
and privacy you will love. A three-bedroom, one-
bathroom home that is so unique. Open plan with two
living spaces, renovated kitchen. The main bedroom
upstairs is a sanctuary of its own.

% ] eves.conz/ewa2l127
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Asking Price $679,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
730 Waitawheta Road

Lifestyle Dream Starts Here

Escape to country living with expansive farmland views.
Create your dream lifestyle right here. This 2.3 ha.
(approx.) block has no covenants, giving you flexibility
to decide what you want to build. Call Dynasty to
%rraéllge a private viewing.

e ; eves.conz/ewal5064

Paeroa
1-7 Double Oaks Drive

Sections with a Country Feel

This is your opportunity to spread out and create the
lifestyle you've always envisioned. We have 7 sections
on offer here at Double Oaks Drive. Ranging between
810sgm and 1998sgm (approx.).Call Brooke Edwards to

view.
=,

%‘%ﬁi eves.conz/ewa21110

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $290,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

s

ncy
YEar

EVES Waihi

We're proud to share that EVES Waihi has been awarded
Waihi Agency of the Year 2026 by RateMyAgent.

What makes this achievement so special is that it comes from the
support and feedback of our clients and local community.

Thank you to everyone who has trusted us to guide your property
journey — we truly appreciate your support.

EVES Waihi
07 863 1118 | waihi@eves.conz

Licensed under the REAA 2008

EVES

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Stuck in the waiting place? Start moving

By MICHAEL WILKES

Have you ever
noticed how
indecisiveness
kills progress?

It appens
more often than we’d like to ad-
mit. Do I buy a new car or fix the
old one? Do I apply for the job
or enrol in study? Do I commit
to exercise or carry on as I am?

And while those questions are
different, the stuck feeling is the
same.

Dr Seuss, in his classic Oh,
The Places Youlll Go, writes
about “The Waiting Place”. It’s
described as this awful limbo,

where everyone is just waiting.
Waiting for a train to go, or a
phone to ring, or the snow to
snow... waiting, waiting, wait-
ing.

Sound familiar?

The truth is, indecision is of-
ten fuelled by fear. Not fear of
the future exactly - but fear of
making the wrong choice. So we
hover. We stall. We rationalise.
We wait.

But there’s a powerful shift
that happens once the internal
battle is over and someone de-
cides. When the mind is made
up, courage kicks in. Momen-
tum returns.

You see it all the time - once
people get clear on what to do

next, they launch forward.

Sometimes, though, the bold-
ness doesn’t come first. It grows
in the movement.

Think about a massive ship.
You can’t steer it while it’s sit-
ting still. It can only pivot once
it’s already moving.

The same is true for us. When
were stuck in the “Waiting
Place”, sometimes the best thing
we can do is just start. Make a
move. Take a step.

Even if it’s small. Even if
youre unsure. Movement cre-
ates clarity.

And the beauty is - you can
pivot if you need to. You're not
locked in. But you're no longer
frozen.

So if you've been stuck - toss-
ing around the same question,
stuck in fear of getting it wrong
- maybe it’s time to choose.

Take one brave step in one
direction. And trust that, like
a ship, you’ll be able to adjust
course along the way.

You don’t have to have it all
figured out. But you do have to
move.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support his local youth
work or follow stories and insights, find
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

from a scary start in life.

Now thriving and full of love, he’s
ready to find a forever home where he
can be cherished as part of the family.

This quietly confident boy has a
calm, gentle nature and settles beauti-

fully during the day.
Independent yet affectionate,

Snoopy enjoys his downtime just as
much as playtime, delighting in simple
joys like exploring the garden or chas-
ing big leaves. On walks, he shows
curiosity and natural confidence, often
stepping up as a little leader among

his furry friends.

heart!

A3 PPet Profile
Snoopy - the gentle explorer

noopy is a sweet, playful pup who
has blossomed after a lucky rescue Snoopy is up to date with vaccina-
tions, desexed, and treated for fleas
and worms, making him ready to join
his new family immediately.

If you're looking for a relaxed
but adventurous companion with a
thoughtful, loving personality, Snoopy
could be the perfect match.

Available for adoption at Thames
SPCA - give this charming boy a
chance to brighten your home and

DETAILS: https://www.spca.nz/adopt/
animal/656510/puppy-snoopy-thames
- Supplied by Thames SPCA

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. 19, 21 and 25 were the first
three albums to be released by
which musical artist? a) Adele, b)
Beyoncé, or c) Cher?

2. The fear of bananas is known as
what? a) Bananaphobia, b) Musa-
phobia, or c) Nanaphobia?

3. Who played the character of
Tinkerbell in the 1991 film Hook?
a) Demi Moore, b) Julia Roberts,
or ¢) Michelle Pfeifer?

4. True or false: diamonds are ca-
pable of burning?

5. What is the term used for plants
that grow on other plants without
harming them?

6. The strings on a ‘catgut’ tennis
racket are traditionally made of
what? a) Cat intestines, b) cattle/
sheep intestines, or c) hemp?

7. In which country would you find
the world’s longest fence? a) Aus-
tralia, b) Canada, or c) the United
States?

8. Complete the ring name of the
professional wrestler, ‘Stone Cold
Steve ?

9. What is the main herb ingredi-
ent in a traditional pesto sauce? a)
Aniseed, b) basil, or c) coriander?
10. The characters pictured below
are from which animated anime

- ' . =
*s)1e) ezzid lednwes "7 ‘|iseg ('q "6 ‘unsny
'g ‘pa|ie} pey Yyolym aouay jooud-1iqqged, JalJes
ue wouJj sapew ‘2duay o8ulp, Suo| wy yI9‘s e
sIsiy] “eljesisny (e *z ‘ssunsajul daays/ajed
(g "9 ‘sa1Aydid] ' ‘D,£9/ anoge sainjesadwal
saJinbaJ 31 1nqg ‘a|qusNqwiod aJe os uogJed aind
40 apew aie Asy] anJ| " ‘s1aqoy elnr (g '€
‘eiqoydeueueg (e 'z ‘39py (e T :SHIMSNY

Z Williams

[ Effluent Salutions

Practical effluent (V) Mensfacture
solutions you can

Foir o

s frusbed
land

beyond to defiver simple, relioble, and

sffective effivant solutlons that

mcke Tofm.life easker.

(3 0800 4 EFFLUENT

gl

e

" Effluent System
O Design
O' On farm Installation
and Servicing

C! " Concrete

ture

@

National -

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 « scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp

027 848 4433
info@taylorbuildcraft.co.nz

taylorbuildcraft.co.nz

14

Very happy with the outcome
and would highly recommend
Taylor Buildcraft to anyone
with a big or small job. —RIC

Quality Licensed Builders
New Homes, Renovations +
Outdoor Spaces

ACROSS HAURAKI | THAMES | COROMANDEL

Embarking on the journey of building a new
home or renovation requires a builder you can
trust. With a high-calibre licensed building
practitioner always on site we ensure your
home is built right, to the highest standard.
Call Hayden today to discuss your project.
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‘KAT dogs prove to be best in class

hirty dogs of all ages, shapes and

sizes attended free Kiwi Avoidance
Training (KAT) at Bennett Rd, Te Mata ,
on Auckland Anniversary Day.

Funded by Thames Coast Kiwi Care
(TCKC) and provided by Save the Kiwi-
accredited trainers, the training sup-
ports dog owners to minimise the risk of
their dogs injuring or killing kiwi when
they go into areas where kiwi live.

TCKC co-ordinator Pippa Jackson and
committee member Karen Bennett gave
a big thumbs up to the owners who had
taken time to bring their dogs to the ses-
sion.

“Dogs instinctively investigate inter-

esting odour and movement and regard-
less of their size, breed, training, or tem-
perament, and whether they see kiwi as
prey or play, all dogs have the potential
to kill a kiwi.

“Thames Coast Kiwi Care is pest trap-
ping over some 5000 hectares of private
and conservation land behind Te Mata,
Tapu and Waikawau, including the Pa-
pakai Ecological Area, so we're super
grateful to the hunters, farmers and pet
owners who recognise the importance of
helping to protect our native species.”

Trainers Christine Friis and Laura
Barton, along with Save the Kiwi dog
specialist Emma Craig, took dogs and

humans through their paces with good
humour and loads of dog training ad-
vice. Kiwi don’t have breastplates and
chest muscles to protect their internal
organs so just a gentle nudge from a
playful small dog has the potential to
crush its very delicate ribcage and inter-
nal organs.

During training, an e-collar is put on
the dog. The dog is walked past props
like a taxidermied kiwi or kiwi nesting
material.

If it shows an interest in these objects,
it gets a short sharp shock from the
trainer, via the collar. The dog is then
walked past similar props. If it avoids

them, it has shown good kiwi avoidance
behaviour.

Refresher training is held every six,
12 or 24 months, depending on the out-
come of the first training, to make sure
the dog remembers what it has learnt.

Thames Coast Kiwi Care is always
looking for volunteers, along with busi-
nesses interested in supporting the
project. The organisation currently has
more than 60 volunteer trappers work-
ing to protect the 5000-hectare project
area, checking more than 9oo traps
twice a month.

DETAILS: Visit www.kiwiavoidancetrain-
ing.nz to learn more.

roR EARTHWORKS

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

For CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell

Palm Kernel

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

SMYTH ES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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Rural' Life
Fun times, pumpkin

Turua School’s annual Autumn Gala and Giant Pumpkin
Festival was a fun event, with plenty to see and do. There
were rides, bouncy castles, a sandpit dig, and other
activities, along with yuammy food and plant sales. The
displays were the stars of the show - giant pumpkins lined
the side of the field ready for weighing, while elsewhere
tables held entries for the quirky vegetable competition.
Children were also able to submit entries for the Decorate
a Gumboot competition, and the Upcycled Garden Art
competition. ALICE PARMINTER dug out her gumboots, and
popped along.

Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Deputy Pr|n¢:|pal Amy Raklch gets a Crafty gumboots fast and slow - on
soaking at the Dunk a Teacher stand.  display.

Cohen and Jorja enjoy a fluffy treat.

A quirky vegetable entry.

GET READY FOR FEEDING

' SL 450X
Feedlot Feeder,
Hyd Side Platform

. SL 700X ARy o
_;. 2 Bale Trailer Hyd -, |~ . S+ Hands free dual latching system

1 t L] ' i B+ Extra bale security
+ 12000Ib roller chains
! , M L e + Stronger feed bars
' Sold by us New L PR ey + Unique cradle shape

: ' ' y + Feed out both sides
+ Self Loading

- 1 Owner

Haurakl Plains Motors

HAURAKI PLAINS 1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
MOTORS LTD A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz




10 THE VALLEY PROFILE, April 7, 2026

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Attendance up at
Paeroa school

By ALICE PARMINTER

Paeroa primary school is

elebrating its success in
getting kids back into the class-
room.

Miller Avenue School prin-
cipal, Derek Martin, told The
Profile attendance rates had
increased since the school
began offering organised ex-
tracurricular activities during
morning tea and lunchtime,
such as sports, music, and art.

“It’s had a wonderful effect,
better than I had imagined,” he
said.

“You can see how happy the
kids are - they’re not coming
back to the classroom wound
up or unhappy.

“Their reading, writing, and
maths is also improving. I
think the two go hand in hand.
If you've got kids being ex-

cited to be at school, enjoying
their sports and arts, then the
chances are that they are like-
ly to also do well in the class-
room.”

According to the school’s at-
tendance management plan,
only 51 per cent of students
were achieving regular attend-
ance status at the end of term
two last year.

“The number of students
who have regular attendance
is now at an impressive 70 per
cent,” Derek said.

“Regular attendance” is de-
fined by the Ministry of Educa-
tion as having fewer than five
days’ absence per term.

The daily statistics had also
improved, with more than 9o
per cent of students turning
up each day this term - a 10-
20 per cent increase from the
same time last year.

Waiht Central School students with the creators of Magic

Jack.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Grundy’s Undies.

Author Dawn McMillan reads Dbctor

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Captivating author storytimes

The Hauraki District Libraries had some special storytimes in March. On March 17, Waiomu
author Dawn McMillan visited Paeroa Library to read aloud to children from Riverglade Child-
care and St Joseph’s Catholic School. Dawn, author of the popular | Need a New Bum children’s
book series, read from several of her books. Then on March 18, Waih Library welcomed author
Kirsty Roby and illustrator Tania Pauling for a reading of their book Magic Jack - The True-ish
Story of the Easter Bunny. The storytime session was thoroughly enjoyed by the students of
Waiht Central School, and other attendees.

Staff had felt the change too,
Derek said, and were eager to
keep it going.

“The staff are offering to run
more and more activities be-
cause they realize how it ben-
efits the kids... There’s a real
sense of purpose around the
school.”

On any given day, students
can now be found decorating
the courtyard with chalk, learn-
ing 1%uitar, or racing around
the field for a game of rippa
rugby. A sunny lunchtime in
March saw teachers running a
skipping and dancing session,
complete with “loud music and

good vibes”. A month before
that, the children were practic-
ing their serves for mini-tennis.

“I asked a new kid, ‘how are
you feeling? Do you like our
school?’ And he was like, ‘Tlove
it,” which was wonderful for me
as principal,” Derek said.

“And a mum - I asked her
how kids were going and
she said, ‘they just love your
school’. And complaints from
parents about kids being bul-
lied - we still have them like
every other school, but far less.

“I'm not pretending every-
thing’s perfect. We have our
challenges, but when you're

looking at overall how things
are going, we have a lot of very
happy kids.”

An Education Review Office
report from October, 2024, said
there were more than 80,000
“chronically absent students”
nationwide in term two that
year - meaning students were
attending school 70 per cent or
less of the time. Since then, the
Ministry of Education has been
working with schools to bring
attendance levels back up.

The ministry is aiming for 80
per cent of students to achieve
regular attendance status by
the year 2030.

Central Motors

Hauraki Ltd

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea 867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349 « John - 027 279 6799 b

v

Valley Liquid Waste

Devision of C5T Gaoup

YOUR LOCAL SEPTIC*
TANK CLEANING
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Are your headaches trying
to tell you something?

Understanding what’s behind your pain -
and what you can do about it.

eadaches are one of the most com-

mon complaints we see at Evergreen
Chiropractic - and one of the most mis-
understood.

Many people reach for pain relief and
carry on, not realising their headaches
may be rooted in tension and dysfunc-
tion in the neck and upper spine rather
than anything going on in the head itself.

Cervicogenic headaches - those origi-
nating from the cervical spine - often
present as a dull ache at the base of the
skull, pain behind the eyes, or tension
across the forehead.

They're frequently triggered by poor
posture, prolonged desk work, disrupted
sleep, or stress. As we move into autumn
and the pace of life shifts, these patterns
often become more pronounced.

Chiropractic care addresses the un-
derlying cause rather than masking the
symptom. Through gentle spinal assess-
ment and targeted adjustments to the
upper cervical spine, we aim to reduce
the neural tension and joint restriction
that drives many headache patterns.

Combined with postural advice, move-
ment strategies, and simple lifestyle
adjustments, most patients experience
meaningful improvement - often within
just a few visits.

If you've been living with headaches
you've written off as “just stress,” it's

Dr Peter Wass

worth getting your spine assessed.
You may be surprised how much better
life looks without that background noise.
We’'re also pleased to welcome back Dr
Peter Wass, who rejoins our team through-
out April and May.
It’s great to have Pete back in the prac-
tice - book in to see him while you can.
A Lifetime of Health - Helping People,
Helping the Planet
DETAILS: Book your appointment: Phone
868 6665, or www.evergreenchiropractic.
co.nz.
- Supplied by Evergreen Chiropractic,
Thames

TE KOROWAI HAUORA O HAURAKI

HOTLINE

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE FOR
WHANAU IN DISTRESS

(mental health &addictions) team a call.

Haurakirohe.

HINENGARO Ve/v’

Ifyou or any of your whanau (family and friends) are in
distress, tena waea mai - give our Ohu Hinengaro

We offeran inclusive service, delivered
through a kaupapa Maori approach,
to support those living within the

FREEPHONE
0508 111555

Mane (Mon) - Paraire (Fri)

TE K
HA!ORQ‘

8.30am - 4.30pm r—\z

IAURAKI

Flu clinic avallable at Health Ngatea

Greetings to the community.

It's that time of the year again where we
are running flu clinics to protect against
the Influenza Virus.

We will be running these clinics at the
practice once again, at the covered area
out the front of the building.

Clinics will be available on April 8, 14
and 15.

We will also be offering the Covid
Booster to all those who are eligible at
the same time that you have your flu shot.

Please give us a call on 07 86 77 521
to book your spot.

Free Influenza vaccinations, using the

%er

CHIROPRACTIC

™ Health
T Ngatea

Dr Ben is here
until Friday April 10th.

g e[ DrPete’s back from
Monday 13th

funded influenza vaccine brand (Influvac
Tetra), are available for high-risk individu-
als who meet Pharmac eligibility criteria.
Influvac Tetra can also be purchased
by those who do not meet the Pharmac

criteria.
- Supplied by Health Ngatea.

&

“Your spine works hard for you everyday -
Make April the month you look after it”
Did you know we take xrays in our practice!?

Come in and get checked.
www.evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

07 868 6665

=K

admin@evergreenchiropractic.co.nz
Best wishes from,
Dr Pete, Dr Kate & Dr Ben, Steph & Nikki.

By
N4

i

The Eye Place

Whangamata & Te Aroha

Paeroa, Waihi,

» Comprehensive eye care for the whole family
» Exclusive Nikon lens provider
e Prescription safety glasses
» Therapeutic-prescribing optometrists
» Children’s vision
» Specialist contact lenses
* Glaucoma & Macula Assessments
e Myopia-prevention services

07 862 8978
www.eyeplace.nz

r

BOOK YOUR
PLACE TODAY!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

mm CoromandelApp

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Crank up for film night

Marking its 12th year, The Big
Bike Film Night 2026 is set
to ignite the passion of cycling
enthusiasts in the Thames-Coro-
mandel region over April 14-17.

The film festival promises “a
feast of short films devised and
designed for the two-wheel devo-
tee”, organisers said, celebrating
the fun, adventure, and inspira-
tion that only bikes can bring.

From humble beginnings in
2015, The Big Bike Film Night
has grown into an international
phenomenon that brings a love of
cycling to cinemas, presenting an
array of New Zealand and inter-
national movies curated by Taupo
based “Film Pedlar” Brett Cotter.

“Stories are at the heart of eve-
rything, and our dazzling 2026
collection features nine mesmer-
izing films; each as are as dynamic
and diverse as you could hope for,
and all ready to spin your wheels,”
he said.

“Audiences will be transported
from backyard adventures in New
Zealand to the breathtaking land-
scapes of Norway, to the lush for-
ests of the Canadian West Coast,
and we'll crown things off on the
slopes of the punishing Mont Ven-
toux, in Southern France.”

A highlight of this year’s pro-
gramme is the world premiere of
Queen of the Mountain, set in the
stunning surrounds of Queens-
town. The documentary follows
Annie Ford, an adventure activ-
ist, as she attempts to break the
24-hour Guinness World Record
in downhill mountain biking - all

[ re———

The Big Bike Film Night is heading to the Coromandel.

to raise funds for reforesting the
foothills in the Queenstown basin.

Also in the treasure chest of
films are a dazzling mountain bike
ride exploring the breathtaking
landscapes of Norway, embracing
the magic of the midnight sun; a
life-changing experience for two
adventurous women as they em-
bark to cycle to all the ski-fields in
New Zealand in one gigantic at-
tempt; and an inspiring film that
captures the most brutal, riding
conditions imaginable. There’s
also a film that playfully delves
into the world of those taking cy-
cling to new heights - celebrating
fun, silliness, and creativity that
comes with pushing boundaries
on two wheels; a heart-warming
father-and-son journey; and an
underdog tale set in the 1990s on
the slopes of the punishing Mont

B

Photo: SUPPLIED

Ventoux, in Southern France,
where a battle between two giants
is set to take place.

“The power of storytelling is at
the forefront of what we offer, and
the belief that the humble bicycle
can help improve our health and
inspire people with where it can
take them,” Brett said.

“I's a real privilege connect-

ing communities with stories that
captivate us, that uplift us, and
most importantly of all - inspire
us to get out and ride.”
DETAILS: The Big Bike Film Night
2026 will be shown in Whangamata
on April 14, 7:00pm at Edisons; in
Whitianga on April 15, 6:30pm at
the Mercury Twin Cinemas; and in
Thames on April 17, 7:00pm at the
Thames Civic Centre. For more infor-
mation and to buy tickets visit www.
bigbikefilmnight.nz.

T

: 3 M " VT Gl el
Dani s at natio:
anika soars at nationals
Danika Bergersen, of Hauraki
Plains College, has snapped
up second place overall in the
17-29 female group at the BMX
National Championships in Te
Awamutu on March 20-22. The
podium-placer said she raced
the “biggest numbers | have rid-
den in New Zealand” and had

fun with her competitors.
Photo: SUPPLIED
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LIFESTYLE VILLAGE
Living the [ifestyle, loving the choice...

Our spacious villas pro
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities

and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

PHONE US
to view
by Appointment!

Come and

experience

the difference!
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SUDOKU

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9

TWENTYMANS

FUNERAL d"k DIRECTORS
Since 1867

07 868 6003
funerals@twentymans.co.nz
0 www.twentymans.co.nz
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www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

EASY

MEDIUM

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Wound crusts (5)
4 Seafood outlet (4-
3-4,4)

Counterfeit (5)
Wood pattern (5)
Payment (10)
Witty (5)

Finish (3)

Bison (7)

21 Screamed shrilly (9)

Showed to be true

25 Self-appointed law
enforcer (9)

27 Subsided (6)

28 Swallowed (6)

33 Trial judge (10)
35 Tree (3)

36 Overexert (6)

37 Wet river crossing
(4)

39 Employment (3)
41 Provide the money
for (7)

42 Improved (6)

43 Most quick (9)

44 Skilled (5)

45 Cabbage salad (8)
50 Greek letter (2)
51 Whiptailed sea
creature (8)

55 Highland musician
(5)

58 Runniness (9)

59 Eye cover (6)

60 Unkempt (7)

61 Unwell (3)

63 Surprise attack (4)
64 Bring to mind (6)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Solving, 4 Slanderous, 9 Cavalry, 13 ltch, 14 Depart, 15 Summit, 16 Content, 19 Linguistic, 20
Ravenous, 21 Equal, 24 Credit, 25 Traced, 27 Warmonger, 32 Mistaken, 33 Stuffy, 34 Tension, 38 Gauntlet,
39 Ground, 40 Beam, 41 Quill, 42 Steed, 45 Fall on deaf ears, 52 Lamps, 55 Brain, 56 Smog, 57 Rested,
58 Trifling, 61 Twisted, 62 Scroll, 63 Collapse, 66 Endurable, 68 Ruling, 69 Averts, 73 Knave, 74 Withheld,

65 Vase (3)

66 Branched
candlesticks (10)

68 Bargain (6)

69 Ring (6)

71 Carlamp (9)

76 Vows (6)

77 Pay for in advance
to receive regularly (9)
79 Spectacles (7)
81 Friend (3)

84 Foreign (5)

85 Unable to read or
write (10)

86 Repairs (5)

87 Book (5)

88 Supersonic (6,4,5)
89 Intermix (5)
DOWN

2 Travelling show (6)
3 Fleeting (5)

5 Conception (4)

6 Tresses trim (7)

7 Spice (6)

8 Scoffer (5)

9 Floating mass (7)
10 Foam (4)

11 Smells (6)

12 Avarice (5)

13 Interfered (7)

14 Taste (7)

18 Oval (10)

23 Deadly (5)

24 Most beloved (7)
26 Mimic (7)

27 Japanese warrior
()

29 Trailblazer (7)

30 Gambling
establishment (6)

31 Broad river mouth

Halve (6)
Balanced (4)
Waste drain (5)
Simple song (5)
Biblical garden (4)
Insurance (5)
Durable (7)
Decelerate (4)
Crops up (6)
Month (5)
Introductory music

Beyond belief (10)
53 Hungarian dish (7)
54 Spare the price of
(6)

55 Egyptian
construction (7)

56 Rider’s straps (5)
57 Metal (4)

62 Slyly disparaging
(5)

67 Criminal (7)

68 Served food portion
(7)

70 Special messenger
(7)

72 Trade ban (7)

73 Russian horse-
drawn vehicle (6)

74 Greek sea god (6)
75 Dull and heavy (6)
76 Bonded servant (5)
78 Slender graceful
girl (5)

80 Bombard (5)

82 Hair tangle (4)

83 Shock (4)

il

=
w

76 Mechanical, 81 Diploma, 82 Cinema, 83 Sailor, 84 Want, 85 Staying, 86 Licentious, 87 Diverse.

7/3/2|19/5/4|6/8]1
1/8/4(6/7/3|5/2|9
596|812|734
86/5|13/9|2/4|7
9/2/7|14 8/5|1/6|3
341]126/7|89\5

9

2
2/1/3|17.4/8|9/5/6

HARD

EASY

B

-

DOWN: 1 Still, 2 Licensee, 3 Grease, 4 Swami, 5 Asti, 6 Desired, 7 Remove, 8 Union, 10 Ahoy, 11 Antique,
12 Runway, 17 Humiliated, 18 Dummy, 22 Scenario, 23 Onset, 24 Changes, 26 Rake, 28 Affable, 29 ltself,
30 Tundra, 31 Dollop, 33 Sound, 35 Sauna, 36 Tune, 37 Fair, 43 Thrown, 44 Evils, 46 Army, 47 Logical, 48
Narrow, 49 Easel, 50 Fiercely, 51 Stream, 52 Lifesaving, 53 Main, 54 Signals, 59 Debut, 60 Flan, 64 Basic,
65 Armchair, 67 Novelty, 68 Radiant, 70 Enlist, 71 Delete, 72 Shroud, 75 Haiti, 77 Exits, 78 Lithe, 79 Omen,
80 Oslo.
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ARBORIST

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal « Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACKN'SIDES o

027 439 0367
_______shortbacknsides.co.nz

ARBORIST

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

W
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

wenzlick

HAUTOMOTIVE
¢ Repair ® Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

BUILDER

CAIRD

CONSTRUCTION

= New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

= Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or small

HOME IMPROVEMENT

gy CUTAA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

When your grass gets tall we handle it all
Lawn Mowing ¢+ Edging & Trimming
Green Waste & Rubbish Removal
One-off & Regular Services
No job too big or small - just give us a call!
Servicing Your Area
Same-day or next-day service available
Affordable rates — free quotes!
027 285 4981/ cutaahi@outlook.co.nz

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

AUTOMOTIVE

Care and Repair
REPAIR AND SERVICE

To all makes of farm Quads & Bikes

ET

Free collection & deliveries in 25km
Radius of Ngatea

027 488 7019
benknoetze@gmail.com

BUILDER
@

BUILDIMNG &
COMSTRULCT I-E'H_

Naothing too blg or small.
Haonest & Profiessional Workmanship

Call us today
I 567
framedup.co.ne

EARTHWORKS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES
* General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...
Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

aihi-based Short Back’n’Sides of-

fers “anything to do with trees and
wood” for Thames Valley and Coromandel
clients up to Whangamata.

Brett Soutar, who directs the business
with Carolyn Treblico, said the arboricul-
ture contracting business had been of-
fering experienced qualified solutions so
clients could make informed decisions
regarding their tree assets.

“Our team of skilled and qualified arbo-
rists can tackle the largest removals safe-
ly and efficiently, process all the debris
left behind and can remove any logwood
or ring it up for firewood if you prefer to
keep the wood for your own use.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS

A chipper arboriculture service

“Pruning is where art meets science...
a badly pruned tree will always devalue
your property whereas a very well pruned
tree will increase your property’s value.

“We’'re trying to be the crystal ball for
the client as far as how the trees will grow
in the future... and we must be doing
something right after 25 years because
we keep getting the call backs.”

Brett said the business also offered
milling and stump grinding services, log
splitter and chipper hire, tree removals,
and firewood, muich, slab and smoking
wood sales.

CONTACT: Phone Brett on 0274 390 367
or Graham on 022 431 0826.

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

o Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 ¢ Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 © Odd jobs considered
John Hedges  One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

it g
g, - &
o ____.....i.-l-'l'l

), (. Digger, Bulldozer

«& & Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,

palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

FLOORING

our Flooring Need
ooring Sales & Installation
Domestic & Commercial

e Carpets * Vinyls
e Laminate & Timber Flooring

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
 Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty.

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

e Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

-
HUNTS

m
.

E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

GLASS & GLAZING

Baker Glass & Glazing Ltd

I|“|.l_|l'|'1 mamidip wild cais .

= Gioes Bopaers -« Bolusiodes

= Showor Giass  + Rofro-fit Double Giazing
e SioEhiocks - MSoRonce LGl

s . #h METRO

TPy Ewerma

Comoct O 14 48T | glons@bakedaineeycong

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond
« LBP qualified * Houses bought & sold * House moving
» On-site moves « Jacking & rolling * Structural moving
* Re-piling * Re-levelling * Pile driving * Push piles

CLOTHING & MERCH

EMBROIDERY SUBLIMATION
HEAT PRESS GRAPHIC DESIGN

totalimage@xtra.co.nz

For &l Your Elecirical Needs

o P

“ Totally Dependable”

& Raw Builds & Meat Pumps

*  ARprailone #  Earvice and Maintenancs
& Quoles #  Commercial

¢ Lighting Plans = Fire Syslems

PRCOT B3 TRAE Dmail: wainil

sratplpcinice ooong

% FUNERAL
' ‘ / SERVICES
-

Locally owned & operated

Direct Cremation #3175 gst incl
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames & Waihi

Direct Cremation *3500 gst inc!
for Coromandel, Tairua,
Whangamata & Whitianga.

Traditional, Bespoke &
Eco Funerals from *5800

Funeral Direciors

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Baker Joinery Ltd

'I"l.r_.".l'l.iu:ir_ﬁ il cape”

Eltahens—Wardrobe Selutiens—Loundry
Bothroams—Custem mads furniturs

For top retch croftrroemibas b ssperins i dceen & cobirsiny

Centoct 07 083 0983 Infe@bokerfoinery.co.ns

v g e e S B & bl S| W

SHOWROOM OFEN BATURDAY S Bom ta Ipm

il @ pantER
hat Paiuter [td
e |

+ Interior & Exterior « Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured ¢« Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

SCRAP VEHICLES _

e

TOWING

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOR

24HR Breakdown * AA Towing * WOF
E Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7
thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

L
=

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

Bl WINDSCREENS I
PRECISION

WINDSCREENS )
We come to o’

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

35, PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
g THAMES P: (7 868 6323

I E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz
We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
.

AEEENSIUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

()

ASTE
ISTS

LIQUI
" SPEC
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

2 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

TYRE and BATTERY

b Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

“Windscreen Replacements
-Stone Chip Repairs

Ph: OF 549 3399
1180 Madn Rood, Eatikat)
| Bahvinad tha Callas Saarvicm STathomn)
vl katikatiglassandwindscresns.conz

Last month’s winner of the lotto ticket
was Gaylene Holt from Coromandel,
who found Pete in the March 17th
edition in the Christine & Co advert.

Go to page 2 for

details

on how to enter.

First win for Whangamata

The Whangamata Area School Girls
Surfing Team and Gisborne Boys
High School Surfing Team have both
claimed the prestigious Cranch Cup at the
2026 New Zealand School Surfing Festi-
val in March.

It is the first time the two teams have
claimed victories at the event, with the
final day of action played out in clean
1m waves under wet skies at Maori Bay,
Muriwai.

Twenty-one school teams took part in
the event this year, with just under 100
participants involved. The festival aims to
grow surfing as a recognised sport within
schools.

The Whangamata team battled their
opponents through three round robin
heats and finished tied on points with
Mount Maunganui College.

It took a countback of aggregate points
across the three rounds to separate the
two teams with Whangamata edging out
Mount Maunganui: 51.77 vs 45.33.

Whangamata Area School needed to
win the final round robin match up to
force the tie break, with the team com-
prising of India Kennings, Lola Groube,
Poppy Robinson, and Ariella Lansdowne.

“We’re super excited and happy to take
it out this year,” team captain India Ken-
nings said.

“We’ve been super close the past two
years, so it feels really good to take this
win, especially in my last year being able
to captain this team - such an amazing

Poppy Robinson, and Ariella Lansdowne.

The champion Whangamata Area School Team: India Kennings, left, Lola Groube,

group of girls.”

Mount Maunganui College finished
runner-up overall, ahead of the Auck-
land composite team in third, and
Whangamata Area School Team 2 finish-
ing in fourth.

Gisborne Boys High School looked
strong in the preliminary rounds as they
took on their more favoured opponents
including this year’s favourites Mount
Maunganui College, two-time defending
champions, Whangamata Area School
and 2024 finalists Takapuna Grammar.

Gisborne Boys High finished with a
31.34 point heat total across their five
surfers in the tag team format. They
edged out runner-ups Takapuna Gram-
mar on 29.53 points out of a possible 50.

Gisborne Boys High School was led by
captain Ollie Tong, and included Harry
McFarlane, Jaxon Pardoe, Archie Alder,
and James Lalla.

“Yeah, it’s amazing. We’ve come a long
way up from Gizzy and it’s just so cool to
win. All the boys’ development recently -
it’s a big team effort for us,” Ollie said.

Takapuna Grammar finished second,
storming back into contention through
Jesse Frazerhurst (8.67), Finn Norris
(7.33) and Sam Frazerhurst (6.47) but fell
just short when the final hooter sounded.

Whangamata Area School Boys (27.91)
finished in third place ahead of Mount
Maunganui College Boys (25.08).

The New Zealand School Surfing Fes-
tival is sanctioned by School Sport New
Zealand and part of Summer Tourna-
ment Week held annually in March.

Photo: PHOTOCPL

Paeroa Bowling Club held its singles club championship last month. After a very com-

petitive competition our champions were found - the singles ladies champion is Sher-
ryl Waterman and the men’s singles champion is Paul Cornish. These two are well
deserved champions and represent the very best of Paeroa Bowling Club. Congratula-

tions to them both.

- Supplied by Paeroa Bowls
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CLASSIFIEDS Dpeadiine Mondays 12 noon

In Memoriam

Situations Vacant

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CHAPPEL,

James (Jim):

April 7th 2025

1 year to-day you left us
Dearly loved husband, father,
grandad, great grandad

and brother. Missed by all.
Jennifer and families.

Those we love don'’t go away,
They walk beside us everyday.

»

Logging Truck Driver

Full Time position
in the Hauraki Area.
Must be punctual,
honest & reliable.

Hold a current Class 5 License.
Logging experience preferred
but not essential.
Please phone Chris
on 0210 229 3626.

Due to our membership
growth we are looking for a
bar manager and bar person

who lives in the district to
work at the Ohinemuri Club

in Paeroa. Approximately 25

For Lease

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

For Sale

Firewood for sale.
Pine. $100 per cube.
Ph 027 385 2806

We are looking for
tractor, car & bike
mechanics to join
our team.
Some experience would
be an advantage but
training will be given to
the right applicant, and
WoF ticket is preferable.
If you're reliable and a
team player
send your CV to
miles@hpmotors.co.nz

or ph 027 227 1121
for a chat.

plus hours per week and must
be able to work Saturdays.
Please email CV
to the Manager
ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz
or drop it into the club.

FULL TIME QUALIFIED DIESEL MECHANIC REQUIRED
Monday - Friday.

Gardening

Trades

Must be a team player and have a full drivers licence.

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based.

Ph 021 060 7659

FENCING
CONTRACTOR

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality
workmanship
Competitive prices

Send CV to andrew@centralmotors.co.nz
or phone Andrew on 027 285 0349

Storage

STORAGE |||Storage Unlimited

KOPU, PAEROA ||| 25 Ngati Maru Highway

Call Matt o
Handyman 021 1727 148 “New Units Kopu, Thames
- Ph 027 440 7101 Clean, secure, dry
An experienced handy- B |d ) .
man covering all trades ullaers 07 868 3033 Units available
with over 20 years exp Reno’s, decking, fenc- || Safe n Sound Storage ||| 7 x 3.6mand 7 x 5.5m
building trade. Please ing. For free quote ph www.safestorage.co.nz ||| Phone 07 868 9944

contact Laurie King
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Phil 021 088 63559

Mowing, hedges,
fencing, gardening,
carpentry, painting,
retaining walls, welding,
waterblasting. Work is
good quality and | will
not attempt to work
outside of my skKills.
Insured. Dennis Schuler
022 129 0169

Friendly licensed
builder. 40 years exp.
All aspects .No job too
small. lan 021 540 376

TOTAL STORAGELTD =

KEREPEH! / PAEROA | [
10FT CON. $125 per mnth

Painters

20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C'’s apply

House Cleaning

HAURAKI REGIONAL
PAINTERS
Over 12 years
experience, interior/
exterior. Refs available.
Free quotes.
Phone Graeme for all
your painting needs.
020485 1312

Castle on the Coast
Cleaning Service. All
housework, ovens,
laundry, ironing.

Ph 027 437 1195

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Handyman Services

A

Reliable painter, 40 yrs
experience. Interior/exterior
work. Quality finish, free

quotes. Call Shane 027 480

5586

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton » 0273 913 283

Wee-00!

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

A]fun and exciting experience with “very
oud sirens” took place in early March,

when the Tirohia School community was

visited by a group of local heroes.

The Paeroa Volunteer Fire Brigade rolled
up to the school in the big red truck to share
a bit of education about the work they do,
which also included letting students try out
some of their equipment.

Ivy-Rein Taylor, 7, told The Profile the
best part was when she squirted the hose.
“It was fun because one of the big kids
squirted the teachers.”

Decklin Murray, 6, along with Bella
Knights, 12, enjoyed when they got to sit in
the fire truck.

T i e T : k
Aurora Harvey aims for the sky, left, while Lillith Taylor-Imrie is all suited up.

Photos: SUPPLIED

Wee-00!

“We got to push the buttons for the sirens
and lights.” Decklin said he also tried to lift
a firefighters backpack but it was too heavy
and he fell down.

But Trinity Papuni, 9, believed the most
important part was when the firefighters
showed the students how to put on the suit,
and how long it takes to get ready.

“They help people get out of their house
fast, and kids need to come out first,” Deck-
lin said.

Office Administrator Alana Abraham said
the kids thought it was an awesome experi-
ence. “We think it was good for our tama-
riki to see the fire brigade in a positive light
and learn that they help in many different
ways, not just fires.”

ey
= o
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fire h

Chael Maru operates the ose.

Bowentown playground

upgrade swings into action

ork has started on a refresh of the
Tui Park playground at Bowen-
town.

Western Bay of Plenty District Coun-
cil said the upgrade had been shaped by
ideas shared by the local community,
who wanted a mix of active play and
natural elements.

It will include big swings, baby swings,
a mini flying fox-style glider, climbing
frame and natural play features like
logs, rocks and balancing equipment.

Once completed, the playground will
also be easier to access, with a board-
walk and ramp, plus a rock seating area
4| for tamariki to gather and play.

w The upgrade is part of the council’s on-
going playground renewal programme,

with funding allocated from the Long
Term Plan 2024-2034.

“Playgrounds play a huge role in help-
ing our tamariki build confidence, stay
active, connect with others and explore
the world around them.

“This refresh will help ensure Tui Park
continues to be a safe and welcoming
place for the community,” Peter Wat-
son, Council’s Reserves and Facilities
Manager, said.

The work is being carried out by
Tauranga-based contractor CGC Land-
scapes, and is expected to continue
through April and May, weather permit-
ting.

DETAILS: For more information, visit your-
place.westernbay.govt.nz/tui-park.
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NEW-GENERATION
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For a new generation of recreation.

Valley Toyota Thames Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.valley.toyota.co.nz e 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929 Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

www.richards.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill ¢ 027 878 0642
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BAYLEYS
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Maramarua s28 Monument Road

Proven production, prime position 284.9825..

Bridging town and country, this 284 hectare (more or less) property spans four titles and has produced up to 135,000 Tender (unless sold prior)

kgMS. A further 80 hectares (more or less) could be milked, offering scope to lift production and scale the operation. Closing 3pm, Tue 12 May 2026
Infrastructure centres on a well-spec’d 30 aside herringbone dairy shed, supported by a five bay implement shed, calf 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

shed and additional shedding. Water is sourced via bore, with a mix of flat, rolling and hill contour on Maramarua clay View Tlam-12pm Wed 8 Apr & Wed 15 Apr

loam soils. Pukekohe provides nearby day-to-day services, supermarkets and farm supplies. The property has

convenient links toward Auckland and the wider Waikato. Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
bayleys.co.nz/2630213 Sam Aislabie 027 429 5410

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L UNI THEREA ACT 2008

Hikutaia 246 Maratoto Road

Arefreshed rural home at the gateway to the valley 399191 3 k= 1w

Set near the mouth of the Maratoto Valley, this thoughtfully modernised home sits confidently within a strong rural Price by Negotiation
setting, with much of the groundwork already complete for easy country living. Recently relocated onto a new Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83
subfloor, it features durable monolithic cladding and practical upgrades that support everyday comfort. The flat karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
3.99ha (more or less) offers generous yet manageable space, allowing flexibility to shape the land over time. Inside, ’ A N
the layout suits modern life, while the deck provides a place to pause and enjoy wide rural views. There is scope for Connor Davis 027 496 4622
additional shedding, complemented by a well-established orchard and a friendly rural community. connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
.TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz/2630209

bayleys.co.nz
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Ngatea 15 BennerDrive

Quality, space and lifestyle combined

This well-designed 2005 brick home (approx. 203sgm) offers spacious, practical family living with plenty of garden
shedding in an established neighbourhood. Its open-plan kitchen, dining and living area flow to outdoor spaces ideal
for entertaining. The layout includes a master suite with ensuite and walk-in wardrobe, additional bedrooms with
storage, and a flexible fifth room for office or guests. Comfort is ensured with heat pumps, HRV and insulation. Set on a
generous 1,214sgm (more or less) section with playhouse and fencing, it’s perfect for families and furry friends.
Located in Ngatea, it provides easy access to amenities, schooling and Coromandel beaches.

bayleys.co.nz/2630222

BAYLEYS

O
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For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty (unless sold prior)
Tlam, Fri 24 Apr 2026

96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

View 2-2.30pm Sun 12 Apr & 9-9.30am Sun 19 Apr
Seth Roe 027 320 6937

seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

Connor Davis 027 496 4622

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L THEREA ACT 2008

Thames m victoria street

Central escape with sea and bush views - Auction

Act quickly, motivated vendor is committed to downsizing, this rare opportunity to secure this elevated 1,323sgm
(more or less) property. Immaculately maintained home enjoys a peaceful, private setting surrounded by mature
trees, birdsong, and sweeping bush and ocean views. Spanning 196sgm (more or less), the home offers flexible family
living with open plan kitchen, dining, and two generous lounges flowing seamlessly to wrap around deck. Three
bedrooms are supported by a brand new family bathroom, separate toilet, and dedicated laundry. The private master
retreat features a new ensuite and deck, perfect for watching the sunset. Established gardens, all just 3.7km from
Thames.

bayleys.co.nz/2180854
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Auction (unless sold prior) 1Tam, Thu 23 Apr 2026
96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

View by appointment

Pippa Jackson 027 747 7000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz
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Archer’s aim delivers gol

ARCHERY

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Daniel Neufeld’s dream is to
one day represent New Zea-
land on the archery world stage.

It’s a target that’s drawn closer
with his recent competition vic-
tory.

The archer, who is also the HOD
of maths at Thames High School,
competed at the North Island Ar-
chery Championships in Palm-
erston North on March 14-15.

That’s not all, the athlete
clinched the gold medal win in
the masters class for ranking day
and snapped up a silver medal for
match-play day.

His first-place finish stunned
him.

“I won't lie. It felt really good
and I was a little surprised. I was
coming off an injury and hadn’t
been able to train as hard as nor-
mal so it was a very satisfying re-
sult,” he told The Profile.

Ranking day is where archers
shoot one or two rounds of 72 ar-
TOWS.

“These scores count towards
your national ranking and ar-
range the pairings for the follow-
ing match-play day,” he said.

Match-play is when an archer
competes in rounds of three ar-
rows against an opponent.

“If you win a round, you get two
points, and a tie gets one point.
The first to six [points] wins and
then you take on another winner.”

While Daniel said he hoped for
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Daniel Neufeld, left, prepares for the competition.

the gold on the match-play day,
there were many good archers
there and it was “easy for the men-
tal challenge to overwhelm you”.

In such intense head-to-head
matches, he was happy he could
“keep it together” well.

His journey into the world of ar-
chery started when he was a teen-
ager. “T have had three phases. My
father has always been a hunter in
Canada and in my late teens, I did
some bow hunting but quit when I
started uni.”

In his thirties, he lived in Japan
and one day by chance, he met the
head sensei of the local kyudo, a
traditional Japanese archery club.

“The club was gorgeous and he
Watsh hil?rious, so I started traliﬁi;lﬁ
in that for two years, gaining i
level (like a Brown belt),” he said.

Daniel took a break from the
sport until three years ago when
he and his son signed up for a les-
son package.

“I really liked it and the instruc-
tor became my coach. I have been
training quite hard ever since.”

When 1t comes to distractions,
the biggest one was “always the in-
ner voice”, he said.

He trained at the Thames Clay
Target Club so became “very im-
mune” to sudden external noises,
he said. “T am tremendously grate-
ful to the Clay Shooting Club for
their support.”

Daniel used to be part of the
Riverglade Club in Hamilton, but
last year formed a competition
group called the Thames Archery
Group (TAG).

The next goal on the horizon for

Daniel was the Auckland District
Archery Championship.

“I am working to build on my
national ranking and [to] main-
tain number one in the masters
division so I can apply for the na-
tional team when the next interna-
tional opportunity arises.”

The inspiration to do his best in
archery came down to one person.

“My son always inspires me. It is

_ medal

every father’s hope that their chil-
dren are proud of them.”

It was evident archery influ-
enced Daniel’s outlook on life.

“When you are aiming high,
the path to one’s goal is rarely
straight or easy and no doubt full
of ups and downs,” he said. “But
you have to take it all in stride and
keep going, not forgetting to enjoy
the journey as you go.”
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