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Boat founders Boat founders 
inin
cyclonecyclone
Hauraki Mayor says region got 
off ‘very, very lightly’ during 
Cyclone Vaianu on Sunday - ‘it 
could have been a heck of a lot 
worse’

As Cyclone Vaianu bore down on 
the region over the weekend, a 45ft 

30-tonne commercial boat strained 
against its mooring in Thames, forcing 
council and police to cordon off the area 
amid concerns of structural damage to 
the historic Thames Wharf.

On Sunday afternoon, the boat could 
be seen listing heavily on its side at the 
wharf, its hull partially submerged as 

it pressed against the structure. Police 
confirmed officers attended the scene 
on Sunday to assist Thames-Coroman-
del District Council with crowd control 
and “to ensure the safety of those in 
the area”, however, The Wharf cafe was 
open on Monday. 

Thames-Coromandel District Coun-
cil said its staff were now working with 
the harbour owners, Maritime NZ, and 
Waikato Regional Council to manage 
the response. “The wharf area is inside 

an exclusion zone now and has been 
cordoned off for safety. We’ve engaged 
specialists to assess the structure and 
any potential damage,” they said.

The boat foundered due to a heavily 
flooded and swift-flowing Kauaeranga 
River, which burst its banks on the des-
ignated flood spillway over State High-
way 25 at high tide on Sunday afternoon, 
flooding the Thames Rugby clubrooms, 
grandstand and surrounding sports 
grounds. The Pinnacles in the Coroman-

del Ranges recorded more than 320mm 
of rain in the 24 hours to 8pm Sunday, 
surpassing forecasts and contributing to 
downstream flooding and the closure of 
the Kauaeranga Valley Rd. 

There was also flooding in the town’s 
main street, with Pollen St under water 
at Grahamstown. 

Warnings were issued across the Co-
romandel ahead of Cyclone Vaianu’s 
arrival on Sunday, with MetService

By KELLEY TANTAU and ALICE PARMINTER

A large boat sinks on Sunday afternoon in the fast-
flowing Kauaeranga River floodwaters at the historic 

Thames Wharf.
Photo: STEVE COX

CONTINUED ON P2
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
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Coromandel - 0 04 -0 03
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16
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• Hand Tools
• Hose and Rubber
• Engineering and
Welding Products

• Power Tools

Curious?
Yes, we have the equipment
but we also have the best advice
in town to ensure you do the job
right, first time everytime!

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 

full name & postal address, and the business 
name and page number of the ad by the fol-
lowing Monday to go in the draw to win a Lotto 
ticket. Last issue it was in the Ear Clean ad.

FIND US 
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www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Pippa
Jackson

Residential and
lifestyle sales

Thames-
Coromandel

0200022277777 747 7000777444777 777000000000
MH Realty

BBBayleys Thames

ALTOGETHER BETTER

PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT/ADVERTORIAL: Advertising Manager Nikki Sanders, Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@
valleyprofile.co.nz; Feature Writer Davidda Hikatangata, Ph 022 174 3988, davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz. 
NEWS/EDITORIAL: Managing Editor/Owner Teresa Maxwell, Ph 0204 0944 853, editor@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior 
Reporter Kelley Tantau, Ph 022 619 4889, kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior Reporter Alice Parminter, Ph 022 527 
0988, alice@valleyprofile.co.nz.
LETTERS: Send letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. Letters must include your full name and address, 
be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at editor’s discretion.
THE VALLEY PROFILE is independently owned and operated. It is delivered weekly to every letterbox in the Hauraki 
Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, Thames, Thames Coast, plus bulk distribution peninsula-wide, with an estimated reach of 
35,000 readers. OFFICE OPEN MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS: 2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA, 3600 | ISSN: 2703-5700 

describing the storm as a “multi-hazard, 
potentially life-threatening event”.

MetService issued Severe Weather 
Watches prior to the weekend, includ-
ing a red ‘strong wind’ warning for the 
Coromandel Peninsula and Great Bar-
rier Island, citing the combined risks 
of damaging winds, heavy rainfall, and 
coastal inundation.

Civil Defence Waikato also warned 
heavy rain and strong winds could lead 
to flash flooding and rapidly rising wa-
ter, landslides, and falling trees, haz-
ardous driving conditions, and possible 
road closures, as well as power outages.

Coastal areas were identified as par-
ticularly vulnerable, with a significant 
wave event expected to cause “moderate 
to significant” erosion along parts of the 
eastern Coromandel Peninsula and the 
Firth of Thames. Residents were also 
urged to avoid beaches.

On Sunday afternoon, Fire and Emer-
gency NZ said crews had responded to 
more than 100 calls relating to wind 
damage and surface flooding, mostly 
from the east coast of the North Island, 
while more than 18 roads were closed 
throughout Thames-Coromandel due to 
flooding and slips.

In the lead-up to the storm, Thames-
Coromandel District Council distrib-
uted sandbags at locations including 
Whangamatā, Whitianga, Coromandel  
Town, and Thames, as part of wider

CONTINUED FROM P1
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The Rhodes Park grandstand is under 
water, left; volunteers muck in at the 
flooded Thames Rugby and Sports Club, 
above; and the Thames flood spillway 
over SH 25, below.            Photos: SUPPLIED
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
135 Consols Street 3 2 2 3

eves.co.nz/ewa21070

Space to Spread Out
Set on 1,242sqm (approx.), this modernised home offers
three bedrooms, a study nook and year-round comfort.
A self-contained sleepout adds flexibility. Excellent
garaging, workshop space and established gardens
enhance the appeal, with subdivision potential (STS).

Asking Price $865,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Waihi
34 Amaranth Street 3 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21409

Price Down, Value Up.
A great starter, investment, or downsize. Three-
bedroom cottage that offers convenience and a
location that’s hard to beat. The light-filled lounge is
equipped with a heat pump for year-round comfort
that extends out to a sunny entertaining deck.

Asking Price $549,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Paeroa
1-7 Double Oaks Drive

eves.co.nz/ewa21110

Sections with a Country Feel
This is your opportunity to spread out and create the
lifestyle you’ve always envisioned. We have 7 sections
on offer here at Double Oaks Drive ranging between
810sqm and 1998sqm (approx). Call Brooke Edwards for
more information.

Asking Price $290,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Price Reduction

Waihi
7 Penny Lane, Waikino

eves.co.nz/ewa20871

Rise Above, Views to Love
Set in an elevated, sun-soaked position, this approx.
2,023 sqm Waikino section is a hidden gem. Enjoy
sweeping views, peaceful privacy, and endless potential,
with a thoughtfully designed two-bedroom Swift tiny
home as a base to start.

Asking Price $485,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

District in ‘pretty good shape’ after Cyclone
preparation efforts across the 
district. 

Hauraki District Council 
also had sandbags available at 
Whiritoa, Kaiaua, Turua, and 
Paeroa. 

Western Bay of Plenty Dis-
trict Council opened Commu-
nity Emergency Hubs across 
the rohe, including in Waihi 
Beach, from 8am Sunday.

Meanwhile, Hauraki District 
Council closed all of its Refuse 
Transfer Stations. A region-
wide state of emergency for 
Hauraki, Thames-Coroman-
del, and the greater Waikato-
Bay of Plenty was put in place 
on Saturday morning, provid-
ing emergency services and lo-
cal authorities with additional 
powers to respond quickly dur-
ing the severe weather event.

However, Hauraki District 
Mayor Toby Adams told The 
Profile his district had gotten 
off “very, very lightly”, with the 
cyclone’s dynamics changing 
as it approached. “It was going 
to be more wind than rain, and 
that quickly changed to more 
rain and next to little or no 
wind in some places,” he said. 

“There’s some people that 
got some water on their prop-
erty and in their garage, and 
we only had one reported inci-
dent of water inside a house… 
it could have been a heck of a 
lot worse.”

Mayor Adams said the coun-
cil was now moving into a 
monitoring phase as staff be-
gan assessing the damage. 

CONTINUED FROM P2

He asked the public to con-
tinue to be mindful of water 
use, citing the strain placed 
on water treatment plants and 
wastewater plants during and 
after significant rainfall events. 

Thames-Coromandel District 
Mayor Peter Revell was simi-
larly optimistic. Of the three 
storm events in his district so 
far this year, he said Cyclone 

Vaianu was probably the most 
straight-forward event to han-
dle. “Given the intensity of it, 
we think we have come away in 
pretty good shape,” he said. 

“I think pretty much all of 
our roads are open or pass-
able. State Highway 25A had 
one very minor slip on it, which 
is testimony to the [resilience] 
work that was done in 2023.

The staff are now in the pro-
cess of evaluating and working 
out where there are repairs that 
need to be done.”

Both mayors said they were 
impressed by the resilience of 
their communities, and peo-
ple’s proactiveness in prepar-
ing for the storm. 

“I just really want to take my 
hat off to the community. With-

out them doing their part, none 
of us get through,” Mayor Ad-
ams said.

“People did a brilliant job,” 
Mayor Revell added. 

“By the end of today, we’ll 
pretty much have everything 
cleared up, I would expect, and 
we’re ready to welcome visitors 
and tourists back to the penin-
sula.”

Paeroa’s Centennial Park under water. DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Above: Flooding at Grahamstown in Thames.                    Photos: MONIKA LANGEDamage to Iti Lane beach access, Cooks Beach.  Photo: TCDC
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Anxiety in 
pets is 

more common 
than many 
owners real-
ise, and a wide 

range of situations can trigger it. Ma-
jor changes such as moving house or 
welcoming new family members—
furry or human—can be unsettling. 
Everyday events like being left home 
alone, loud noises from fireworks or 
thunderstorms, car rides, busy envi-
ronments, or age‑related cognitive 
decline may also contribute. Every 
animal is different, so this is far from 
a complete list; many other circum-
stances can cause stress in your pets.

Anxiety can appear in many forms. 
Some pets bark or become restless. 
Others may chew, dig, or scratch de-
structively. Inappropriate toileting is 
a frequent concern, especially in cats, 
who may urinate in unusual places or 
at unusual times and can even devel-
op blood in their urine. Fear‑related 
anxiety often shows up as panting, 
drooling, hiding, or constant pacing.

If your pet’s behaviour changes 
suddenly—particularly around toilet-
ing—it’s a good idea to have them 
checked by your vet to rule out un-
derlying medical issues. Once health 
concerns are addressed, there are 
many effective ways to help manage 
anxiety at home.

Creating a calm environment is a 
strong starting point. Providing a safe, 
quiet space can make a big difference: 
a covered crate or a cosy, quiet corner 
for dogs, or a high perch where cats 
can retreat from household activity. 
Extra exercise can help dogs burn off 
nervous energy, and both cats and 
dogs often enjoy puzzle feeders, treat 
balls, or scent‑based games that keep 
their minds occupied.

A range of products is also available 
to support anxious pets.  Royal Canin 
Calm diet for cats and small to me-
dium dogs contains L‑tryptophan, a 
precursor to serotonin, the hormone 
linked to well‑being. 

Purina Calming Care sachets in-
clude a probiotic and vitamin E to 
support the gut–brain axis. Calmex 
offers formulations for dogs and cats 
containing a serotonin precursor and 
B vitamins.  Pheromone products 
such as Adaptil for dogs and Feliway 
for cats mimic natural calming phero-
mones released by mothers to soothe 
their young. 

Thundershirts provide gentle, con-
stant pressure similar to the calming 
effect of swaddling. Calming diets, 
pheromone diffusers, and probiotics 
are ideal for long‑term support. In 
contrast, Calmex, pheromone sprays, 
and Thundershirts can be especially 
helpful during short‑term stressors 
like storms, fireworks, or travel. 

- Stephanie Fulton is a veterinarian 
at Franklin Vets’ Waihi

Support for anxious pets
By Stephanie 
Fulton, BVSc

SPONSORED CONTENT

A range of 
products is 

also available 
to support 

anxious pets.

Ohinemuri Goldfield to be explored in talk
The Ohinemuri Goldfield will be the subject of the 
next public talk at Te Whare Pātaka The Treasury, 
taking place on April 18. 

Guest speaker Kae Lewis will be taking the audi-
ence on a journey through the Ohinemuri Goldfield. 
The site opened for mining on March 3, 1875, when 
600 newly-registered prospective miners stood to-
gether on a hilltop at Mackaytown, and, at the given 
signal, rushed helter-skelter down a steep hill and 
across the torrential Ohinemuri River. 

Kae is the author of the book Goldrush to The 
Thames 1867 -1869, and runs the Goldminer’s Da-
tabase on the webpage www.kaelewis.com. This is a 

freely searchable database of over 88,000 names of 
New Zealand Goldminers in New Zealand Goldfields 
of Otago, West Coast, Thames and Ohinemuri and 
covering the years 1861 - 1886.

Kae has had a lifetime interest in goldmining, 
especially since discovering that her great great 
grandparents, Edward and Elizabeth Hooper arrived 
in the Thames in 1868 to seek their fortune on the 
goldfield. 
DETAILS: The Ohinemuri Goldfield with guest speaker 
Kae Lewis. April 18, 2pm at the Old Carnegie Library, 705 
Queen St, Thames. $5 entry, includes light refreshment. 
Mother’s Day raffle $2 per ticket or 3 for $5. 

Stories told through Trevor’s lens
Trevor Lowe enjoys “telling a bit of a story” 

through the photos he captures.
It’s something the photographer is able to share 

with the community for the month of April through 
his exhibition at the Paeroa Arts Centre.

“It’s entitled Evanescence, which is basically talk-
ing about things that are here briefly and it’s often 
talked about or used in relation to celebrities, but it 
sort of seems to me anyway quite pertinent for de-
scribing flowers, that they’re here for a short time, 
they do their thing and then they’re gone,” the docu-
mentarian told The Profile.

“So I’m sort of trying to present flowers along that 
sort of line, that whilst they’re here, it’s not a bad 
idea to get to know them a wee bit, become familiar 

with them and I’m hoping to have done that with the 
photos that I’ve created.”

Trevor said the more photos he’d taken, the more 
he “actually enjoyed the challenge” of telling a bit of a 
story or providing some sort of view of a subject that 
maybe others hadn’t quite seen before.

Trevor believed he always had a bit of a “creative 
bent”, but “never considered myself an artist”.

He said his serious venture into the world of pho-
tography led him to around 20-25 years in the prac-
tice. People can see Trevor’s photography on display 
in the Crosby Gallery of the Paeroa Arts Centre daily 
until the end of the month.
DETAILS: Visit Trevor Lowe’s exhibition of Evanescence 
at Paeroa Arts Centre, 109 Normanby Rd, Paeroa, from 
10am to 3pm daily.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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(selected bed models only)

Natural Merino
‘NZ MADE Moana’ Bedset

Single $1149
King Single $1399
Double $1499
Queen $1599
King $1849
Super King $2149
California King $2749

Te Aroha Acacia
Timber Bedroom Set

Cool Gel ‘NZ MADE Cloud
9’ Bedset (with Standard Base)

Available in
Firm,

Medium or
Plush

Available in
Firm,

Medium or
Plush

10 years
warranty

10 years
warranty

3drw Bedside $279

5drw Tallboy $649

5 drw Slimboy $499

6drw Dresser Mirror $899

Queen Bed Frame $899

Napnest Comfy Pillowtop
Bedset

Feel Medium

Single
$599

King Single
$679

Doubl
$79

Quee
$89
Kin

$104
5 years warranty

le
99
en
99
ng
49

UP TO

60%60%
OFF

“Removal of old beds included with deliveryyry”

S U P E R B E D S A L E Leni Gaslift Super Storage
Bed Frames

Queen
$799

King
$999

Super
King

$1099

SSiinglle $1699
King Single $1849
Double $2099
Queen $2399
King $2749
Super King $2949
California King $4099

datory repayment period will, for 
some operators, push up costs for 
residents, slow down new devel-
opment and the delivery of new 
care beds, and may force the clo-
sure of smaller regional and chari-
table villages,” the release said.

“That’s because the way the 
retirement village model works 
means funds are committed to 
debt repayment, infrastructure 
and services, not sitting idle… 
Forcing operators to repay resi-
dents or their estates before new 
funds come in will make the mod-
el more expensive and less sus-
tainable.”

However, the RVA said it wel-
comed other proposed changes, 
such as clarity around chattels and 
a simplified complaints scheme. 

Meanwhile, the RVR is prepar-
ing to ramp up lobbying efforts.

Residents at the meeting were 
provided with a “harassment 
pack” containing a freepost letter 
form addressed to Parliament, 
and suggested wording on what to 
write. 

Brian said he had already hand-
ed out similar forms at more than 
400 retirement villages across the 
country. 

“I make no apologies for the 
demands we’re asking for in the 
review of this Act… you need that 
fairness and you need that protec-
tion because it’s not there now,” 
he told the crowd.

“Really, we have to focus on the 
repayment timeframe… we have 
to focus on the aspect that it must 
apply to existing residents. 

“And we must see the review 
happen within 12 months. That’s 
all we’re really asking for.”

Retirees ramp up over proposed law changes
“We’re not going away.”
That was the message at a recent 
public meeting held at Bupa Ta-
raru, to discuss the ongoing min-
isterial review of the Retirement 
Villages Act 2003.

Brian Peat, the president of the 
Retirement Villages Residents As-
sociation of New Zealand (RVR), 
spoke at the March 27 meeting 
about the government’s proposed 
changes, which includes a repay-
ment timeframe that the associa-
tion said is “too slow, too flexible 
for operators, and mainly aimed 
at future residents”.

Brian encouraged the crowd of 
50 retirees to continue lobbying 
for changes to the Act. 

The review of the Act, which 
contains legislation overseeing 
the relationships between retire-
ment village operators and their 
residents, began in 2023. At the 
time, the government received 
over 11,000 public submissions 
on the subject. 

A cabinet paper issued in De-
cember, 2025, outlined the pro-
posed changes for the Act. 

The Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Development said it ex-
pected a bill with the proposed 
changes will be introduced to Par-
liament in mid-2026, with an op-
portunity for public submissions 
once it reaches a select committee. 

While the RVR had a number 
of concerns about the proposed 
changes, it is focused on what it 
considers to be the largest issue: 
the timeframe for repayment of a 
resident’s capital once they vacate 
the village. 

The proposed changes would see 
village operators required to repay 
capital within 12 months; current-
ly the legislation does not mandate 
a timeframe for repayment. 

Brian said the RVR wants to 
see this reduced to a maximum of 
three or four months. 

He said the amended timeframe 
also needed to apply to existing 
residents. 

“This is a major, major issue 
for us to address,” he said. “That 
12-month timeframe for repay-

ment is completely unacceptable. 
And there’s more than 56,000 
people that live in retirement vil-
lages at the moment. They will not 
see the benefit of this change if it 
goes through the current process.”

The RVR also wants to see the 
bill passed into law as soon as 
possible, Brian said, and he noted 
concerns that there could be de-
lays in the legal process due to the 
upcoming elections later this year. 

“The House rises on the seventh 
of August, and so the select com-

mittee has to have met and ap-
proved the processes by the end of 
July,” Brian said.

“So we sincerely hope it will hap-
pen, but we will just have to wait 
and see.”

A media release from the Retire-
ment Villages Association (RVA), 
which represents the village oper-
ators, also called the government’s 
proposed changes “flawed”, but 
said the 12-month repayment pe-
riod would burden operators. 

“As it currently stands, the man-

Brian Peat urges retirees to get behind a lobbying campaign at a recent meeting.                  Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER



CLEANUP POSTPONED
The Paeroa Main Street Cleanup, originally 
scheduled for April 12, was postponed due 
to the arrival of Cyclone Vaianu. It will now 
be held on Tuesday, April 14, from 5pm. 
Volunteers are asked to meet at Richard-
son’s Real Estate with sponges, brushes, 
and brooms. 

ROADWORKS POSTPONED
Scheduled daytime closures in the Karan-
gahake Gorge were also postponed due to 
Cyclone Vaianu. The works are to repair a 
retaining wall, and will require a crane to 
straddle the road. The closures will now 
take place on Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 

April, from 9am-5pm. 

CORRECTION
A story published in the February 24 edi-
tion of The Valley Profile incorrectly stated 
Hauraki District Council was vesting owner-
ship of the Waitakaruru Community Hall 
to the Hauraki North Rugby Football Club 
(HNRFC). The correct building is the War 
Memorial Hall, located on the Waitakaruru 
Domain grounds. Parts of the building are 
already owned by the HNRFC, and the 
council has vested ownership of the origi-
nal portion of the building, known as the 
Communal Pavilion in some historical docu-
ments, to the club. The story also incorrect-
ly said the building had been administered 
by the Waitakaruru Domain Board Commit-
tee. The Profile apologises for the errors.
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M H REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

| thames@bayleys.co.nz07 869 0632

ENERGY
WE BRING GR

EATER

TO THAMESR
ESIDENTIAL

Come join us for a kōrero andkai

You're invited to

A free community event focused on staying stroooonnnngggg,,,,,, sssttteeeaaaddddyyyy
and independent.
Join us for practical advice. Learn about:

AStrength and balance

ABone health

AMedications

ANymbl app

AHear from local health
professionals

AConneeecccctttt wwwwwwiiith llloooocccccccaaaalll
strengthhh aaaaannnnnddddd bbbbaaaalllllaaance
classesssss...

A great opportunity to pick up practical tips, meet local suppppppppppppppoooort ssseeervvvvvviiiiiiiiiiccccccesss,
and support healthy ageing in our community.

Date: Monday 20April from 10:30am

Location: ThamesWarMemorial CivicCentre

RSVP: nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz 027 3830260

RSVP essential.
Limited spaces

Is that tears of joy? Meet Chips, an 
extremely happy young chap who 

always seems to be smiling. 
Chips has a condition with blocked 

tear ducts, which means his eye may 
water from time to time — but that’s 
completely normal for him and doesn’t 
slow him down one bit.

Whether he’s curled up on the couch 
watching a soppy movie or making you 
laugh until you cry, Chips is the perfect 
companion. 

He’s affectionate, cheerful, and ready 
to bring plenty of warmth and happi-
ness into his new home.

Even better, Chips’s availability coin-
cides with the SPCA “Clear the Shelter” 
promotion, with 50 per cent off all 
animals. If you’ve been thinking about 
adopting, now is the time to open your 
heart and home.

Chips is ready to trade his happy 

tears for a lifetime of love.
DETAILS: Find out more at www.spca.
nz/adopt/animal/659622/kitten-chips-
thames.

Pet ProfilePet Profile
Chips cries happy tears

In Brief
Chips is affectionate and cheerful.        SUPPLIED



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     April 14, 2026, THE VALLEY PROFILE 07

Shorter days,
bigger deals.

Up to 50% off Selected
Sleepyhead Beds.

Chiropractic Epic Sleep
Queen Bed

$1,679N
O

W

Featuring Torquezone, a coil spring
system for targeted postural support.

Wonderest Sleep Easy 3
Queen Bed

$1,099O
N

LY

Adurable bedwith the comfort of
pocket spring technology.

Chiropractic HD Radiate
Queen Bed

$2,699N
O

W
F
R
O

M

WithTitanium: GelFoam for balanced
temperature and supportwhile you sleep.

Chiropractic HDX Reflex
Queen Bed

$3,999N
O

W

With the addition of KülKōte to help
maintain a comfortable temperature.

ElementsWave 3 ‘Grab &Go’
Queen Mattress

$449O
N

LY

Available rolled in a bag for easy
transport. Grab one in-store.

bedsrus.co.nz
View the range at

Big Autumn Sale ends 28.04.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs,
clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details.

BEDS R US
THAMES

205 Sealey Street,
Thames

PH 07 868 6128

BEDS R US
WHANGAMATA
419 Port Road,
Whangamata
PH 07 865 9027

BEDS R US
WAIHI

94 Seddon Street,
Waihi

PH 07 863 8787

BEDS R US
WHITIANGA

4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Whitianga

PH 07 866 5726
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PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

$40,000 package deal
1.9% over 36 months (T&C’s apply)

Excavators

Federated Farmers says the recent an-
nouncement of a $4 million rural well-

being fund will be an absolute game chang-
er for rural mental health and wellbeing.

“This funding will do so much good for 
rural New Zealand and help a lot of people 
who need it,” Federated Farmers president 
Wayne Langford says.

“There are some amazing organisations 
out there doing great work in our commu-
nities, but there have been real issues with 
central coordination and longer-term cer-
tainty of funding.

“Full credit goes to the government. 
They’ve recognised there’s a need and have 
really stepped up to partner with those ex-
isting grassroots organisations, providing 
financial support.”

Langford said it was no secret that men-
tal health was a major issue for farmers and 
rural communities, with many factors con-
tributing to that.

“Living in more remote communities, 
limited digital connectivity, reduced access 
to mental health services and healthcare, 
and the day-to-day stresses and pressures 
of farming all play a role.

“We’ve been aware of these challenges 
for a long time now, and a lot of different 
initiatives have popped up to meet a real 
need in our rural communities.

“It’s great to see the government recog-
nise that they don’t have to reinvent the 
wheel or develop their own programmes 
for rural New Zealand, run centrally out 
of Wellington. “Instead, they’re partner-
ing with well-established and highly cred-
ible grassroots organisations, like Surfing 
for Farmers and Farmstrong, which are 
already out there making a big difference.”

The government is backing rural New 
Zealand by supporting 18 community-
based initiatives through its Rural Well-
being Fund, Agriculture Minister Todd 
McClay and Mental Health Minister Matt 
Doocey said.

“We established the fund mid-last year to 
boost wellbeing programmes that support 
the rural sector,” Mr McClay said. “These 
initiatives will ensure farmers and growers 
have the support they need to thrive.”

Mr Doocey said the government was 
committed to delivering faster access to 
mental health support, including for the 
one in five people who live in rural com-
munities. “We’ve focused on supporting 
proposals that can have the greatest impact 
on the ground, as well as new initiatives 
targeting gaps,” he said.

“Partnering with grassroots organisa-
tions enables the government funding to go 
further and make a real difference.”

The Ministry for Primary Industries and 
Health New Zealand each allocated $2 mil-
lion over four years for the fund through 
Budget 2025.

Funding includes: Whatever With Wiggy 
Charitable Trust, $740,000; The Whanau 
Ora Community Clinic, $716,000; The NZ 
Federation of Young Farmers Clubs Incor-
porated, $585,000; Seafood Sector Sup-
port Network Trust (FirstMate), $550,000; 
Life-Supporting Communities NZ (Be A 
Mate), $400,000; Farmstrong Charita-
ble Trust, $399,250; Surfing for Farm-
ers Charitable Trust, $160,000; Tuākana 
Tēina Kaiārahi Ltd, $90,000; Ara Taiohi, 
$70,000; NZ Shearing Contractors Asso-
ciation (Live Well, Shear Well), $50,000; 
plus eight other community organisations. 

Wellbeing fund a ‘game 
changer’ for mental health

On the LandOn the Land
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

ZTS1 Ultima
Cub Cadet 42”,

zero turn
steering
wheel

INC GST
INC GST

$11,949
$8,549

Come
and
check
out the
range

ZTX42
Side discharge

from only

+ GST

$124,990*

Landforce 125 ROPS
with Loader:

LANDFORCELANDFORCE
POWERFUL UTILITY. SMART INVESTMENT.

Impressive Features:
• High-quality Sigma 4 European Loader
• Fuel Efficient Tier 3, 4 Cylinder turbocharged FPT Engine in 112 and 120 hp options
• 36 x12 T-Tronic Powershift Transmission with HML and Reverse Power Shuttle (RPS)
• Electrohydraulic 4WD, PTO, and Diff Lock engagement
• Fender-mounted linkage controls
• High capacity 110l/m CCLS hydraulic pump and up to 4 rear remotes and free return.
• 2 Speed Power Take Off (PTO)

Landforce delivers the power and reliability
needed for loader work, feed handling, fencing,
transport, and anything you want to throw at it!

To find out more - talk to your
local Norwood dealer today!

Norwood Ngatea | 07 901 0159

Norwood Te Awamutu | 07 872 0232

Norwood Taupō | 07 376 5336

Add a bucket from only

$2,800
+ GST

* From pricing applies to Landforce 125 ROPS model (standard offering) including loader and does not include additional attachments. For other Landforce options, talk to
your local Landini dealer. Landforce limited edition paint job pictured, and may not be available from all dealers. UDC Finance Limited lending criteria, fees, standard terms,
and conditions apply to any UDC loan. This offer is valid until 28 May 2026, or while stocks last. Details of terms and conditions will be specified in the loan document.
For full terms and conditions, contact your local Landini dealer.

Tracing has indicated that the source 
of the first velvetleaf find of the 2025-
26 crop season, in Auckland, was likely 
maize purchased in the Waikato region.

The velvetleaf was found on a dairy 
farm that both grows and purchases 
maize.

North Island velvetleaf co-ordinator 
Sally Linton, who is employed on behalf 
of the North Island regional councils, 
Auckland Council and the Foundation 
for Arable Research, said the plants were 
discovered in pasture where last year’s 
maize had been fed out and along a 
fenceline beside a maize paddock.

“A big focus of the work we do in vel-
vetleaf control is the tracing of machinery 
and crop movement, so we can establish 
and mitigate the source of spread.” 

“In this instance, no plants were found 
within the maize crop itself, which indi-
cates that the incursion was not from ma-
chinery.

“Also, the plants were not clustered 
together, suggesting this was a recent 
incursion – if they were clustered togeth-
er, that would indicate that plants had 
seeded. So, looking at where the plants 
were found and their distribution, it is 
likely that the source of the incursion was 
purchased maize, and tracing this farm’s 
purchased maze has indicated that the 
likely source was a maize purchase from 
the Waikato region.”

Sally says a positive outcome of the find 
was the farmer knew what velvetleaf was 
and reported it immediately.

“This quick action ensured biosecurity 
staff could work quickly to contain the 
incursion and reduce the risk of further 

Purchased maize likely 
source of velvetleaf find

spread on or off the property.”
The incursion provides a timely re-

minder for farmers who may be purchas-
ing maize this season to check the crop in 
case it is contaminated with velvetleaf.

“Likewise, contractors should under-
stand the biosecurity risks of the crops 
they’ve been asked to harvest and have 
a plan in place for managing weeds like 
velvetleaf.

“Even if you’re only harvesting maize 
for your own use, make sure the contrac-
tors working on your property use clean 
machinery and equipment.

“The time and any cost spent on ensur-
ing good biosecurity is an investment in 
protecting your land and business.”

Velvetleaf is classified as an Unwanted 
Organism under the New Zealand Bios-
ecurity Act 1993. This means it is illegal 
to knowingly move, sell, propagate or 
distribute velvetleaf plants or seeds. 
DETAILS: Suspected sightings of velvetleaf 
should be reported to your regional council 
or Sally Linton sally.linton.nz@gmail.com.

Velvetleaf.                 File Photo: SUPPLIED

On the LandOn the Land
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Hunt for the Wilderpeople (10th anniversary screenings) (101 mins) PG. A Taika Waititi film. A
hilarious and heartfelt adventure based on Barry Crump`s novel, ‘Wild Pork & Watercress`. Ricky
(Julian Dennison) is a defiant young city kid who finds himself on the run with his grumpy foster
uncle (Sam Neill). A national manhunt ensues and the two are forced to work together to survive.
You, Me & Tuscany (110 mins) PG. A delicious romantic comedy about one little lie, a handsome Italian
who happens to have a villa sitting empty in Tuscany, and a young woman who jets off to be with him.
The North (132 mins) M. Two old friends are walking 600 kilometers through the Scottish highlands,
to reconnect with each other, with nature and with parts of themselves they have lost.
The Super Mario Galaxy Movie (98 mins) PG. A follow up to the 2023 box office smash The Super
Mario Bros Movie with this intergalactic sequel, taking elements from the beloved Wii games. Huge with the kids!
The Magic Faraway Tree (110 mins) G. Follows a modern family who find themselves forced to relocate
to the remote English countryside and discover a magical tree and its extraordinary and eccentric residents.
Tenor: My Name Is Pati (104 mins) PG. Music-packed documentary. Tells the story of Pene and
brother Amitai Pati, and their journey from Samoa to platinum-selling success in the trio Sol3 Mio
and the world’s greatest opera stages. Bursting with humour, heart and soaring performances.
I Swear (120 mins) RP13. FINAL. Follows the true story of a Tourette Syndrome campaigner’s journey
with Tourettes through his teens and early adulthood in 1980s Britain. Alienated from his peers and family,
he perseveres in his attempt to live a ‘normal’ life against the odds, finding some unlikely supporters.

Movies from Thursday 16 April to Wednesday 22 April
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.
Please note that we’re closed from Monday 20 April to Thursday 23 April inclusive

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames
Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Make every day beautiful with

512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891 E:flowersonpollen@gmail.com

w:flowersonpollen.co.nz

SHOWROOM OPEN SATURDAYS 9am to 1pm

Kitchen Refurbishment
Laundry Refurbishment
Bathroom
Refurbishment

Outdoor Kitchens
Custom made Furniture
Retro-fit Double Glazing

For Top-notch Craftsmanship and Expertise
in Kitchens and Cabinerty

Pop into our Showroom 46 Johnston
Street, Waihi

Contact 021 818 150 Info@bakerjoinery.co.nz
Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach

07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

A mate of mine 
has a toddler 

with asthma. 
Lovely little 

guy - full of en-
ergy on a good 

day. But when his asthma 
flares up, it’s a battle. The solu-
tion? The inhaler. A mask over 
his face.  Simple, effective, and 
it would bring relief. But try 
telling that to a two-year-old. 
He fights it every time—kick-

The hard thing is worth doing: why resist?
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION ing, screaming, refusing to 
breathe it in. 

The mask comes near, and 
it’s like World War III has bro-
ken out in the lounge.

So what happens? He spends 
the rest of the day coughing, 
wheezing, struggling to keep 
up, and feeling miserable. 

The very thing that could 
help him is the thing he’s fight-
ing hardest against.

It’s easy to shake our heads 
and say, “typical toddler”. But 
if we’re honest… aren’t we the 
same? We don’t have parents 

pinning us down with a spacer 
and mask anymore. 

But we all have those “in-
haler moments” - those things 
we know would be good for us, 
and yet we avoid them like the 
plague.

We know the hard conversa-
tion we need to have to fix that 
relationship. But we keep put-
ting it off. We know getting up 
half an hour earlier would set 
our day right. But the snooze 
button is too tempting.

We know saying no to that 
extra spending would get us 

closer to our goals. But… click, 
add to cart.

And here’s the thing - we 
know better. Unlike the tod-
dler, we know why the hard 
thing is worth doing. 

We know the freedom, relief, 
and growth waiting on the oth-
er side. 

So why do we resist? Because 
doing what’s good for us is of-
ten uncomfortable. It costs 
something - pride, effort, time.

But what if we stopped fight-
ing? What if we chose the hard 
thing now so life could get eas-

ier later?
Because at some point we 

all have to decide - live cough-
ing and wheezing through our 
circumstances, or take a deep 
breath, face the mask, and 
grow.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support his local youth 
work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his 
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

Top tips for autumn styling
As autumn settles in and the air 

starts to turn crisp, our homes natu-
rally become a place of comfort and 
rest. The season switch-up offers the 
perfect moment to slow down, spend a 
bit more time indoors and embrace a 
sense of warmth that summer leaves 
behind.

While it is a time for tucking away 
and staying cosy, it’s also the ideal time 
to refresh and style your space with a 
few touches that reflect autumn.

It’s all about layering, both in texture 
and tone. People can take this time to 
pack away the light summery fabrics 
and swap them for heavier blankets 
and throws, chunky cushions and soft 
rugs for instant warmth from cold 
floors. It’s a good time to think about 
introducing colours that mirror the 

outdoors such as deep ochres, burnt 
oranges, muted greens and a splash of 
warm neutrals.

Something that plays a key role as 
the days get shorter is the lightning. 

Soft, ambient options such as table 
lamps or even candles can make the 
space feel different entirely and add to 
the atmosphere.

When it comes to adding a gentle pop 
of colour or texture to the room, a great 
tool is to add natural elements such as 
dried or fresh flowers, which also bring 
a touch of nature and help to purify the 
air.  With these simple changes, your 
home will feel cosy, renewed and ready 
to embrace the cosiness of Autumn.
DETAILS: To join the Style your space 
feature, call Davidda on 022 174 3988 or 
email: Davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz
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500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

Pilbeam livingPilbeam living
scented drawscented draw

liners, satchets,liners, satchets,
& ceramics.& ceramics.
All newAll new

fragrances forfragrances for
your bedroom.your bedroom.

We’ve got some big
choices to make on
our proposed budget
for the year ahead

For more details, including
community drop-in session times,
scan the QR code, or visit:

Tell us what you
think before
April 20

yourplace.westernbay.govt.nz/
annual-plan-2026-27

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

TriStars Junior Triathlon competitors aged 5-13 years give it their best shot in Ngātea.          Photos: SUPPLIED

Juniors give it a Tri
The Hauraki Plains Commu-

nity Hub ran the second annual 
TriStars Junior Triathlon on March 15 
at the Ngātea Swimming Pool and 
Hugh Hayward Domain. 

TriStars was developed by the Hub 
as a fun, confidence-building event 
for tamariki aged 5–13 years, giv-
ing children the opportunity to take 
part in a supportive swim, bike and 
run event focused on participation 
rather than competition. 

This year’s event saw 150 partici-
pants, up from 100 in its first year, 
with organisers prepared for up to 
200 entries. The event also created 
opportunities for local rangatahi and 
volunteers to help.

Community Hub chair Alex Quinn 
said one of the most rewarding 
parts of the day was seeing the 
young athletes grow in confidence 
and back themselves. “It was awe-
some to see the young athletes 
grow in confidence and challenge 
themselves. I have received so many 
reports from parents on the positive 
results it has made to their chil-
dren,” he said.

Feedback from the community 
was overwhelmingly positive. 

Organisers also heard from chil-

dren who took part, who said the 
event was better than last year. 
The success of the day was made 
possible through the support of 
the Hauraki Plains Community Hub 
committee, volunteers, marshalls, 
lifeguards, parents, and local sup-
porters, the organisation said.

“It made all the difference being a 
beautiful mild sunny day and all the 
participants wanted to be there, so 
they really were giving it their all.

“The Hub will continue to build on 
the event for next year, refining and 
improving it while keeping the same 
strong focus on confidence, partici-
pation and community connection. 

“The initial idea was to get a com-
munity event up and running and 
help another club take ownership or 
leadership of it particularly if they 
are based on swimming, biking or 
athletics, but right now it’s an event 
the Hub will endeavour to have re-
turn for 2027.”

The Community Hub works to 
connect, support and empower the 
Hauraki Plains community by bring-
ing local clubs, groups and organisa-
tions together, encouraging collabo-
ration, and helping create positive 
community initiatives. 

SPORTS Email your sports news, reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

"Lifelong Learners
Interest Groups"

This months talk:-

Prof. Chris Marshall
Emeritus ProfessorWellington School

of Business andGovernment.

Title:- Restorative Justice

Tuesday April 21st
10am to 12 noon

Cost:- $10 cash at the door

Venue:- Paeroa Baptist Church

2 Wood Street Paeroa.

All welcome.
Please register by email to reserve your

place at: event_registration@u3ahauraki.nz.

Join interest groups, stay young and informed.

"Come along, join in the fun with us"

Industrial supply 
specialists that work 
for your business.
Contact us today: 

online@readbros.co.nz
ServiceS available:

• Key cutting • Sharpening
• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing

• cut-to-length extrusions
• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Coro artist releases guitar-driven album
Raw, organic guitar-driven sound is 

the focus of new music album The 
Light by Dylan Wade Lajunen.

The Coromandel-based singer-
songwriter and guitarist has produced 
a work of introspection and healing, 
probing deep into the heart of the hu-
man condition as he aims to uplift his 
listeners and grow towards the light. 

“As a songwriter and as a person I’m 
always looking for ways to elevate and 
lift my own consciousness, and hope-
fully the consciousness of everyone I 
have contact with. That’s what inspires 
me to write music,” Dylan told The 
Profile. 

“I noticed over the years from play-
ing these songs in so many different 
places, there is a collective upliftment 
that happens and I think music is such 
a great medium for that.”

The album came together in pieces 
as Dylan worked towards a Masters 
degree in music in 2017-18, and was 
largely recorded at Auckland’s Round-
head Studios. 

It comprises 16 songs covering a var-
ied and eclectic range of musical styles, 
something Dylan attributes to his mu-
sical upbringing. 

“My dad was a guitar player so the 
guitar is the instrument I usually write 
with. And I’ve studied and taught 
guitar, in my own way, for so many 
years,” Dylan said.

“I just love interesting guitar stuff. 
As a teenager I got really into blues 
and Jimi Hendrix, Stephen Ray 
Vaughan, Led Zeppelin - all that amaz-
ing historic rock music. But as I grew 
up I became more aware of my Celtic 
roots… I have done a lot of blues and 
rock and funk and I love reggae but I 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By ALICE PARMINTER

also love the softer stuff.
“I just love so many different styles 

and I like to think that as I’ve matured 
I’ve become more open to styles that 
I didn’t really think were cool when I 
was younger, like country and pop.”

Other tracks were recorded with Dy-
lan’s portable studio as he collaborated 
with artists around the Coromandel 
Peninsula, chipping away at the works 
over the next few years. 

“A lot of the artists on the album 
were all living here in the Coromandel 
at the time,” Dylan said.

“There’s 11 of us on the album, so 
even though it’s under my name every 
song has some really great perfor-
mances from all those people.” 

Among the guests featured on the 
album are award-winning pianist Liam 

Ryan, Coromandel flautist Helen Lee, 
drums by Dylan’s long-term bandmate 
Yair Katz, bass by Wouter Schild, and 
vocals from Caitlin Smith. Dylan’s 
daughter, Nur Peach, a musician in 
her own right, also provides backing 
vocals.

The Light was released online on 
Bandcamp on March 22, and Dylan 
has plans for an eventual physical re-
lease on CDs and vinyl. For now, he’s 
focusing on forming a band to tour 
with to promote the new songs. 

“Just give it a good listen, and if you 
like the album get in touch,” he said. 

“I’d love to hear what people think, 
and I’m always keen to collaborate - 
I’m a live player and I’m looking to 
tour and play in interesting, beautiful 
places.”

Coromandel 
musician Dylan 
Wade Lajunen has 
released his seventh 
album, The Light.
Photo: SUPPLIED
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Scabs, 4 Fish and chip shop, 14 Forge, 15 Grain, 16 Remittance, 17 Droll, 19 End, 20 Buffalo,
21 Screeched, 22 Proved, 25 Vigilante, 27 Sagged, 28 Gulped, 33 Magistrate, 35 Elm, 36 Strain, 37 Ford,
39 Use, 41 Finance, 42 Better, 43 Speediest, 44 Adept, 45 Coleslaw, 50 Pi, 51 Stingray, 55 Piper, 58
Viscosity, 59 Eyelid, 60 Scruffy, 61 Ill, 63 Raid, 64 Recall, 65 Urn, 66 Candelabra, 68 Haggle, 69 Circle, 71
Headlight, 76 Swears, 77 Subscribe, 79 Glasses, 81 Pal, 84 Alien, 85 Illiterate, 86 Mends, 87 Novel, 88
Faster than sound, 89 Blend.

DOWN: 2 Circus, 3 Brief, 5 Idea, 6 Haircut, 7 Nutmeg, 8 Cynic, 9 Iceberg, 10 Suds, 11 Odours, 12 Greed, 13
Meddled, 14 Flavour, 18 Elliptical, 23 Fatal, 24 Dearest, 26 Imitate, 27 Samurai, 29 Pioneer, 30 Casino, 31
Delta, 32 Bisect, 34 Even, 36 Sewer, 38 Ditty, 40 Eden, 45 Cover, 46 Lasting, 47 Slow, 48 Arises, 49 April,
50 Prelude, 52 Incredible, 53 Goulash, 54 Afford, 55 Pyramid, 56 Reins, 57 Zinc, 62 Snide, 67 Illegal, 68
Helping, 70 Courier, 72 Embargo, 73 Troika, 74 Triton, 75 Leaden, 76 Slave, 78 Sylph, 80 Shell, 82 Knot, 83
Stun.
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ACROSS
1 Sailboat (5)
4 Orchestra section (8)
9 Programme (6)
14 Tremble (5)
15 Be sold by auction
(2,5,3,6)
17 Upper leg (5)
18 Age (3)
19 Narrow connecting
land (7)
20 Dutch city (9)
21 Pines for (6)
24 Odd person (9)
25 Obscene (6)
26 Ran off to marry (6)
29 War step-up (10)
31 Fate (3)
32 Airstrip (6)
33 Lone performance
(4)
35 Watch (3)
37 Has debts (4)
39 Heir (9)
40 Rogue rats (anag)
(9)
41 Stairway (5)
42 Shorten (8)
47 And so forth (8)
51 Appraises (5)
55 Ritual killing (9)
56 Faculty member (9)
58 Hostelries (4)
59 Atmosphere (3)
60 Cast off (4)
61 Bone in forearm (6)
62 Fitting (3)
63 Camaraderie (10)
66 Organised method
(6)

67 Ship (6)
69 100th anniversary
(9)
72 Wince (6)
73 London square (9)
75 Study of living
things (7)
77 Black sealant (3)
80 Laud (5)
81 Imagine (7,2,7)
82 Seeped out (5)
83 Stained (6)
84 Sugars (8)
85 Consumers (5)

DOWN
2 Science of sound (9)
3 Intuitive feeling (5)
5 Swearword (4)
6 Fantasiser (7)
7 Unable to express
oneself clearly (12)
8 Object to (5)
9 Flying post (7)
10 Gobbles up (4)
11 Vehicle operator (6)
12 Swung barriers (5)
13 Held up (7)
14 Soon (7)
16 Diction (11)
22 Increase the wealth
of (6)
23 Melancholy (7)
24 Pleased (anag)(7)
25 Election participants
(6)
27 Fuel gas (7)
28 Repeat mindlessly
(6)
30 Standard (4)

32 Insurgent (5)
34 Sung drama (5)
36 Sharpen (4)
38 Court (3)
42 Barrels (5)
43 Core (7)
44 Door out (4)
45 Helix (6)
46 Map book (5)
48 Business
organisation (11)
49 Dry (7)
50 Fled (3)
51 Swotted for exams
(7)
52 Lie spread out (6)
53 Science of
gardening (12)
54 Ox meat (4)
57 Precious metal (6)
64 Without uniformity
(9)
65 Reached a decision
(7)
66 Train stop (7)
68 Marked with bands
(7)
70 Most handy (7)
71 Concave moulding
(6)
72 Stood completely
still (5)
74 Confronts (5)
76 Endures (5)
78 Anti-aircraft fire (4)
79 Fasten together (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

flooring

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive
BKD Farm Quad

Contact Ben 027 488 7019
benknoetze@gmail.com

R E PA I R  A N D  S E R V I C E
To all makes of farm Quads & Bikes

Free collection & deliveries in 25km 
Radius of Ngatea

Care and Repair +
automotive

clothing & merch

• Landscaping
•Footings & 
House Pads
+ much 
more

FREE 
Quotes 

Available

digger hire

When your grass gets tall we handle it all
• Lawn Mowing    • Edging & Trimming
• Green Waste & Rubbish Removal
• One-off & Regular Services
• No job too big or small – just give us a call!
• Servicing Your Area
• Same-day or next-day service available
• Affordable rates – free quotes!

027 285 4981 /  cutaahi@outlook.co.nz

CUTAA
HOME IMPROVEMENT

home improvement

Soft-wash the exterior of your house, 
roof, patios, paths and driveway. 

For best Algae, Moss & Lichen treatment. 
We also clean exterior of windows, 

gutters and do general waterblasting 
Prompt local service with over 20 yrs experience 

Call for free quote
Andy Direct:  027 313 4386

or 0800 737 777 
or email: housewash@xtra.co.nz

HOUSEWASH
housewash

glass & glazing

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Everyday people in the Hauraki-Coroman-
del are always on the lookout for service 

providers they can trust.
That’s exactly what the Experts feature in 

The Valley Profile is all about - connecting 
everyday people with dependable services.

If you’re a business or service provider in 
the Hauraki-Coromandel, then this feature 
is a simple and easy way to let our reader-
ship know who you are, what you do and 
how you can help. Readers are always in 
the market for someone to help get the 
job done whether it’s a plumber to sort the 
pipes, someone to help fix a cracked wind-
screen, a tyre expert to help fit out a vehicle 
or an arborist to tidy up the hedge.

The Experts feature is a space for - well, Ex-

perts, to let the community know what they 
do best. It’s also a great place for around 
35,000 Valley Profile readers from through-
out Hauraki-Coromandel to find you.

Businesses who sign up for our Experts 
feature will not only get a weekly ad place-
ment, they’ll also receive a free editorial in 
this very spot which goes on rotation with 
the other experts. The editorial will also be 
shared to The Valley Profile website, Face-
book and Instagram, and also receive a ser-
vice listing on the Coromandel App. 

If you want to reach more people and see 
results, get in touch today.
DETAILS: To join the Experts feature, call Da-
vidda on 022 174 3988 or email: Davidda@
valleyprofile.co.nz.

Calling all Experts in Hauraki-Coromandel



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.

If you are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, 
Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store           
TURUA: Turua Dairy               KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy
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windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Mondays 12 noon

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

For Sale

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 

All sizes, all areas. 

Thames based. 

Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman Handyman Services Public Notice
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Builders

Death Notices

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

Storage

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Firewood for sale. 
Pine. $110 per cube. 
Ph 027 385 2806 or 
027 655 8661

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

House Cleaning
Castle on the Coast 
Cleaning Service. All 
housework, ovens, 
laundry, ironing. 
Ph 027 437 1195

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Reliable painter, 40 yrs 
experience. Interior/exterior 
work. Quality finish, free 
quotes. Call Shane 027 480 
5586

COMMEMORATION PARADES AND 
SERVICES - SATURDAY 25 APRIL 2026

Lest we forget

ANZAC DAY 

Citizens are invited to attend Public Commemoration Services to 
be held in the Hauraki District on Saturday 25 April 2026.

CIVIC SERVICES
• PAEROA -  Paeroa War Memorial Hall at 9:15am.
• WAIHĪ - Waihī Memorial Hall at 11:00am
• PLAINS- Ngātea War Memorial Hall at 11:30am

Dress Code - Returned service personnel are asked to wear 
medals and decorations. Descendants of returned service 
personnel are asked to wear medals on the right upper portion  
of their apparel.
Wreaths - will be laid during the services.
All organisations and persons wishing to present wreaths at  
each ward Civic service are asked to advise Council, telephone 
07 862 8609 no later than 4:00pm on Friday 17 April 2026.

OTHER NON-CIVIC SERVICES
Paeroa Dawn Service 6:00am Cenotaph Primrose Hill, 

Paeroa
Kerepēhi Dawn Service 6:00am War Memorial Hall, Kerepēhi  

5:30am muster for parade 
Kaiaua Service 7:00am Ruaoneone Urupa, F Lowry Rd, 

Whakatīwai 
Kaihere/Pātetonga 9:30am Kaihere Hall, Kaihere
Ngātea Dawn Service 6:00am Hauraki Plains College, Ngātea
Waihī Dawn Service 6:00am RSA Club, Waihī 

8:00am Wreath Laying, Waihī Cemetery
Tunnelling Company 9:00am Gilmour Reserve, Waihī

DA Adams, JP
Mayor - Hauraki District

Piano Tuner

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

Health 
Wellness

Wellness Festival, 
Grahamstown Hall, 

Saturday and Sunday 
21-22 from 10am to 4pm 
both days.  Free entry.  

There will be 
holistic therapists, 

tarot/clairvoyant readers, 
crystals and jewellery.

GRAHAM, 
Audrey Anne:
Passed peacefully at Lexham 
Park, Katikati on April 12, 
aged 89 years. Cherished 
wife of the late William (Bill); 
mother to Peter (deceased), 
Bruce and Sally, and John and 
Lyn; grandma to Alice, James, 
Chris, Sarah, Jonathan, and 
Ariana; and great grandma 
to Lucas, Isabelle, Jordan, 
Rory, Violet, and Baby Girl 
(due July). 
We all loved her dearly and 
will miss her always. Forever 
in our hearts; now at peace. 
A service will be held for 
Audrey at St James Church, 
650 Pollen Street, Thames 
on Friday, April 17 at 1pm. 
Condolences can be sent 
to 205 Hauraki Rd, Thames 
3574.

GRAY, 
David Alexander:
Passed away peacefully on 
11th April, 2026, aged 88 
years, surrounded by the love 
of his family.
Now at rest with his beloved 
Margaret and son Brian.
Dearly loved father of Fiona 
and Philip. Proud and adored 
grandfather of Cameron and 
Briar.
David has been privately 
cremated as per his wishes.
Please join the family to share 
memories and celebrate 
David’s life at the Paeroa 
Golf Club, Rotokohu Road on 
Wednesday 22nd April at 1pm.



NEED STAFF? 

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

Advertise in The Valley Profile 

and get results!

Phone Nikki: 022 130 3885 

Phone Davidda: 022 174 3988
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CLASSIFIEDS Deadline Mondays 12 noon
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2010 Toyota SIA
2.0 Ltr, Auto, Hybrid, Towbar

NOW
$8,990

2014 Toyota Fielder
Hybrid Auto, 1.5 Ltr, Fuel Saver

$10,990

2005 Jaguar XJ8
Auto, NZ New, 2 Owner, Low 94km

IMMAC CONDITION

ONLY
$13,990

2013 Honda Jazz
1.5 Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Leather Trim

$10,990

2010 Jaguar XF
3.0 Ltr Auto, Low 69 Kms,

Immaculate Condition

ONLY
$13,990

2011 Nissan Tilda
1.5 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Bodykit etc

ONLY
$6,990

2015 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr Auto, Very Low 25 Kms,

Immaculate Condition

$11,990

2015 Holden Captiva
Auto, Diesel AWD, 7 Seat,

TOP SPEC MODEL

$11,990

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENTION TO SELL 
ABANDONED LAND

TAKE NOTICE that the Thames-Coromandel 
District Council (Council) intends to exercise 
its statutory powers under s77 of the Local 
Government (Rating) Act 2002 to apply to the 
District Court not sooner than one month after 
the date of this notice for orders:

1. Declaring the land described at 
    207A Oakley Crescent, Thames, being all 
    the land contained Record of Title 
    SA563/261 (Land) to be abandoned; and 
2. Authorising the Council to sell or lease the 
    Land.

The Record of Title shows the registered 
owner of the Land as Ernest James Napier 
Miller.

Anyone having any interest in the Land or any 
information that is relevant to the proposed 
application by the Council, please contact 
Susan Bilski, Credit Controller on 
susan.bilski@tcdc.govt.nz or (07) 868 
0420, or solicitor acting Holly Cassin on 
holly.cassin@cavell.co.nz.

Dated 9 April 2026

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Plains Ward  
Public Meeting
A public meeting of the Plains Ward will 
be held in the Turua Hall, 476 Hauraki 
Road, Turua on Thursday, 23 April 2026 
commencing at 5.30pm.
DA Speirs
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

Situations VacantPublic Notices

Public Notice

Logging Truck Driver
Full Time position 

in the Hauraki Area.
Must be punctual, 
honest & reliable.

Hold a current Class 5 License.
Logging experience preferred 

but not essential.
Please phone Chris 
on 0210 229 3626.

FULL TIME QUALIFIED DIESEL MECHANIC REQUIRED 
Monday - Friday.

 Must be a team player and have a full drivers licence.
Send CV to andrew@centralmotors.co.nz 

or phone Andrew  on 027 285 0349

THAMES HIGH 
1964-68 PUPILS

welcome to join those 
already registered  
Sunday 26th April.

$30 covers venue hire 
and lunch from 11am.

Contact Alison  
ph 0275425944 
before 20th April

SPORTS
Thames FC fight back in opening day thriller. 
The 2026 season kicked off on Saturday with Cyclone 
Vaianu lurking off New Zealand’s coast. Thames Men’s 
Firsts welcomed Waikato Unicol Gold to Rhodes Park, 
with the visitors eager to start their season follow-
ing promotion from Waikato Division Three last year. 
Blustery conditions disrupted the early flow, with the 
unpredictable gusts making ball retention problem-
atic. It was Unicol who struck first. A slick counterat-
tack released Nathan James, who composed himself 
well, opening the scoring with a low finish. Thames 
responded with sustained pressure, pinning Unicol 
deep in their own half. A Xavier Brown throw found 
Jonathan Coles, who cut in from the left and curled a 
shot into the top corner for 1-1. 

Minutes later, the same combination nearly put 
Thames ahead. Brown’s corner found the unmarked 
Coles, but his volley was saved by Ethan Cornforth’s 
foot. Mike Kim then threatened with a long-range 
effort which rose just over, before Thames keeper 
Mathew Burchell pushed away a powerful drive at 
the other end, with half-time following shortly after. 

The second half saw the wind intensify further, and 
Unicol once again starting brighter. Fateen Syed soon 
restored their lead, weaving into the box and squeez-
ing a left-footed shot into the far corner. 

Midway through the half, momentum swung. Yu-
suske Koizumi was brought down in the box, earning 
a penalty. He dispatched it confidently into the top-
left corner, but the goal was controversially ruled out 
for encroachment despite no clear impact on play. A 
retake followed, but Koizumi struck the post with the 
ball rebounding back into play. 

The incident spurred Thames on, and they entered 
an assertive spell. A move down the right saw Ger-
man Rodríguez Estefan deliver a wicked cross that 
caused confusion in the Unicol defense, with Callum 
Gillies heading into his own net for 2-2. 

The game remained on a knife-edge. Coles had a 
big chance after a searching cross-field pass from Kim, 
but his effort beat the keeper and rolled agonizingly 
wide. Kim then came close, driving a shot across goal 
that was brilliantly tipped away by Cornforth. Thames 
couldn’t capitalize and were punished when a goal-
mouth scramble was eventually turned in by Syed, 
putting Unicol ahead again with minutes remaining. 

Thames went long in a final push. Substitute Eli 
Fale nearly equalized, as his poked effort was saved 
at the near post. Fale then drove forward again, and a 
clumsy tackle in the box saw Thames awarded a sec-
ond penalty in the with just seconds left on the clock. 

FOOTBALL

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Kim stepped up and kept his composure, waiting 
for the keeper to commit before lifting the ball into 
the net for 3-3. A physical contest in difficult condi-
tions finished even, with Thames battling back three 
times to claim a point. 

“I’m proud of the team and happy with the point,” 
said captain and man of the match Mickael Dernon-
court. “It was tough against young opposition, but we 
showed our character to come back three times and 
pushed right to the final whistle.” 

Thames Reserves defeated in inaugural fixture. 
Over the summer, the club formed a second men’s 

team, creating a reserve side to compete in the Wai-
kato Fourth Division. On Saturday, they played their 
inaugural match against Northern United Kickers, but 
a short pre-season showed as they fell to a 3-0 defeat. 

Despite the result, forming the side marked an im-
portant step forward for the club, with a promising 
group captained by Tana Landy and coached by Jack 
McDonald providing a pathway for youth players en-
tering senior football. “It was a privilege to manage 
the inaugural Thames Men’s reserves game,” said Mc-
Donald. “The result didn’t go our way, but onwards 
and upwards for a big derby against Hauraki next 
week as we chase that historic first win.”

Thames Women will have to wait another week 
to begin their Division One campaign, as their match 
against Unicol Women’s Reserves was postponed due 
to Cyclone Vaianu, which disrupted Sunday’s sched-
ule across the region. 

- Jonathan Coles

Matt Baines plays the ball forward. 
Photo: MARK BROWN/ONE OF A KIND PHOTOGRAPHY
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Pollok 2160AwhituRoad

1,852sqm 3 1
AskingPrice $599,000
View 12-12.30pmSun 19Apr
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SonyaBloomfield021 889753
sonya.bloomfield@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
BAYLEYSREALESTATELTD,PUKEKOHE,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Comfort, sheddingandscope inPollok
Set in theheartofPollok, thisappealing lifestylepropertyenjoysopenviewsacross rolling farmland.The three
bedroomhome iswellpositioned for sunandoutlook,offering relaxedopen-plan livingwithawarm,groundedfeel.
Timber-linedceilingsaddnatural characterandheight throughthemain livingspace,while thekitchen ispractical and
well laidout, connectingeasily todiningand livingareas.Substantial sheddingprovidesoutstandingversatility,with
high-studworkshopspaceplusadditional storageshedssupportorganised,practical living.AwhituDistrictSchool is
4.5kilometresaway,withbeaches, fishingspotsandcommunitycloseby.

bayleys.co.nz/2314517

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Pipiroa 1338StateHighway25

48.4914ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu7May2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.45amTue21Apr&Wed29Apr
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Establishedgrazingorcropping,dual roadfrontage
Setacross48.4hectares (moreor less), thiswell-establishedpropertysupportsproductivegrazingalongsidehayand
silageproduction.The land is largely flatand includesa recently renovatedthree-bedroomhome,dual road frontage,
andapractical rangeofoutbuildingssupportingeveryday farmingactivity.Around45paddocksare formedmainly
by two-wireelectric fencing,with five-wirepostandbattenboundary fencing.Areliablecouncilwater supplyservices
the farm.Near theentrancesitsa formercowshedwithadjoiningyards,plusan implementshedandhaybarn.The
home looksacrosssurrounding farmlandand iscomplementedbyadoublegarage.

bayleys.co.nz/2630233
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Ngatea 15BennerDrive

5 2 2 2
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
11am,Fri 24Apr2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View9-9.30amSun 19Apr
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Quality, spaceand lifestylecombined
Thiswell-designed2005brickhome(approx.203sqm)offers spacious,practical family livingwithplentyofgarden
shedding inanestablishedneighbourhood. Itsopen-plankitchen,diningand livingarea flowtooutdoorspaces ideal
forentertaining.The layout includesamaster suitewithensuiteandwalk-inwardrobe,additionalbedroomswith
storage, anda flexible fifth roomforofficeorguests.Comfort isensuredwithheatpumps,HRVand insulation.Setona
generous 1,214sqm(moreor less) sectionwithplayhouseand fencing, it’sperfect for familiesand furry friends.
Located inNgātea, itprovideseasyaccess toamenities, schoolingandCoromandelbeaches.

bayleys.co.nz/2630222

Kerepehi 24A-DKaikahuRoad

675sqm

AskingPrice $229,000
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Fourprimesections–Endlesspossibilities
Fournewlydevelopedsections inKerepehiofferagreatopportunity tobuildyour idealhome.Ranging from675to
1,004sqm(moreor less), thesespacioussites suit families, retirees,or investors.Eachsection is readytogo,with
power,water, andsewageat theboundary, saving timeandcost.Enjoyapeaceful, growingcommunityclose to
Ngatea’s shops, schools, andamenities.Witheasyaccess to theCoromandel, Thames,Paeroa,Hamilton, and
Auckland, this isawell-connected, lifestyle-friendly location tosettle, relax,or invest.

bayleys.co.nz/2630234
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Mangatarata 205BMahutaRoadSouth

3 2 2 3
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
3pm,Wed6May2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.30amSun 19Apr&Sun26Apr
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Design-led living,effortless lifestyle
Modern255sqmhome inMangataratacountrysideofferingspace, style, andenergyefficiency.Built in2022, it
features two livingareaswithcathedral ceilings,polishedconcrete floors, adouble-sided fireplace, andawell-
appointedkitchenwithwalk-inpantry.Layout includesaprivatemaster retreatandseparateguest/children’swing.
Largewindowsandseamless indoor–outdoor flowmaximiseviews toward theCoromandelRange.Seton5,339sqm
with landscapedgrounds, solarpower,water tanks, andecosystems.Peaceful rural settingclose toNgatea,witheasy
access toAucklandandHamilton.

bayleys.co.nz/2630219

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Miranda 905MirandaRoad

12.1687ha

AskingPrice $1,050,000
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Panoramicpositionwith fabulousseaviews
Atthegatewayto theCoromandelPeninsula, this settingcapturesviews fromtheCoromandelcoastline to theslopes
ofTeAroha,withinoneofNewZealandsmost recognisedcoastal regions.Fromsunriseacross the ranges to
moonlightover theFirthofThames, the landscapeherechangesbeautifully throughtheday.Fenced into20plus
technocellpaddockswithpowerconnectionestablished.Withineasy reach toPūkorokoroMirandaShorebird
Centre, theHaurakiRail trail forcyclingandwalking, coastalKaiaua for itswaterfrontand freshseafood,andNgatea
foreverydayamenitiesandschooling.Pokeno is31kmaway.

bayleys.co.nz/2630152
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Retirement with
room for it all At Longridge Country Estate,

you don’t have to give up
anything when you retire.

Visit longridgecountryestate.co.nz
or call 0800 928 928

• Modern standalone villas
• Wide streets and open outlooks
• Space for your motorhome or boat
• Vegetable gardens and orchards

From age 75, your weekly fee is
fixed for life. For couples, once both
partners are 75. Entry from age 65.

Ask us about our limited-time 50%
capital gain offer on 6 selected villas.

Call free: 0800 928 928longridgecountryestate.co.nz 44 Waimarei Ave, Paeroa

SPORTS
Thames football talent takes national shot

There’s always something to be 
learned in football.

It’s why Jess Rendall is so pas-
sionate about the sport.

“I love playing football because 
it’s a sport that you can’t conquer,” 
the 17-year-old footballer told The 
Profile.

“There’s always something that 
you can improve on, whether it’s 
attacking or defending or working 
on different set piece skills, there’s 
always something that you can 
learn or perfect.”

The young athlete, who has 
played for the Thames High 
School senior girls team as well as 
the Thames Football Club’s wom-
en’s team, said the skill she was 
currently focussed on was shoot-
ing the ball low into the bottom 
corners with power. “I am also 
working on perfecting my corner 
kicks to help create better set piece 
chances this season.”

It’s no wonder the promising 
footballer landed an opportu-
nity to trial for the New Zealand 
U20 Women’s Football Team last 
month in Mount Roskill, Auck-
land.

“This is what I have dreamt of 
since I was a little kid.” Those were 
the words Jess calmed her nerves 
with on the way to the trial.

“I just had to go out on the field 
and do the best I could and just be 
me.”

The star athlete said the most 
exciting part was that she got to 

play against a really good top di-
vision women’s team in Auckland 
and felt like she was able to “hold 
my own”.

There were 26 girls who trialed 
and were split into two teams.

The first team played one half 
and then Jess’s team played in the 
second half which was better, she 
said, because she could sit on the 
side, watch the game and “men-
tally prepare myself” so she knew 
which players to be aware of.

Though she’s yet to find out if 
she made the NZ U20 team, the 
opportunity to be selected would 
“mean everything to me and my 
family”, and it would “sort of re-
pay” her parents for driving her to 
football training and games.

She believed people who grew 
up in small towns didn’t always 
get as many opportunities as some 
people in the big cities.

“It would also mean so much to 
be able to show younger kids that 

it doesn’t matter where you come 
from, it’s about where you end 
up… [and] to show younger girls 
that if you stick with a sport you 
never know where the opportuni-
ties might take you,” she said.

She looked up to people such 
as Football Ferns player Olivia 
Chance.

“She is left footed - just like me 
and she plays on the left wing and 
centre mid which are the positions 
I mainly play,” she said.

Jess Rendall has trialled for the New Zealand U20 Women’s Football Team.   Photo: MARK BROWN

Another person she said she 
looked up to was Keltie Mcmanus, 
who played for the Thames Foot-
ball Club’s women’s team.

“She inspires me so much. I re-
member the first year I played for 
the women’s team in 2024 she 
scored over 30 goals.”

Jess was also an avid cricketer 
and played for the Morrinsville 
Piako Women’s team, as well as 
regional cricket for Waikato Valley 
Under 19s.

“I have also been fortunate 
enough to play for Northern 
districts under 17s in 2024 and 
2025.”

Jess’ hope for next year was to 
head to university and study a 
bachelor of physiotherapy and 
keep playing football.

In the meantime, Jess was in 
preparation mode for the 2026 
football season with two to three 
training sessions a week, she said.

“I love the challenge that foot-
ball brings. It inspires me to get 
better.”

FOOTBALL
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz


