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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Local joke kickstarts small business, P3

0800 TOTALSPAN
TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

TRUST YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS
Totalspan Coromandel 1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames
P 07 869 0400 E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

Secondary schools around the Thames Valley have wrapped up their summer sports 
codes, with the best athletes from each school competing at a number of interschool 

championship events. Included in this issue is coverage of the Thames Valley Secondary 
Schools Swimming Championships on page 15, and the Thames Valley Secondary Schools 

athletics on page 24.

 George Duff swims in the Boys 13 
and Under 100m individual medley. 

                Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 03
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16

• Fasteners and
Extrusions

• Chain and Locks
• Key cutting and
Locksmithing

• Oils and Lubricants
• Marine Supplies
• PPE and Footwear
• Hand Tools
• Hose and Rubber
• Engineering and
Welding Products

• Power Tools

Curious?
Yes, we have the equipment
but we also have the best advice
in town to ensure you do the job
right, first time everytime!

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 

full name & postal address, and the business 
name and page number of the ad by the fol-
lowing Monday to go in the draw to win a Lotto 
ticket. Last issue it was in the Snowdens ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT/ADVERTORIAL: Advertising Manager Nikki Sanders, Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@
valleyprofile.co.nz; Feature Writer Davidda Hikatangata, Ph 022 174 3988, davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz. 
NEWS/EDITORIAL: Managing Editor/Owner Teresa Maxwell, Ph 0204 0944 853, editor@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior 
Reporter Kelley Tantau, Ph 022 619 4889, kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior Reporter Alice Parminter, Ph 022 527 
0988, alice@valleyprofile.co.nz.
LETTERS: Send letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. Letters must include your full name and address, 
be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at editor’s discretion.
THE VALLEY PROFILE is independently owned and operated. It is delivered weekly to every letterbox in the Hauraki 
Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, Thames, Thames Coast, plus bulk distribution peninsula-wide, with an estimated reach of 
35,000 readers. OFFICE OPEN MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS: 2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA, 3600 | ISSN: 2703-5700 

Huge haul for handbag drive
A strong show of support from the 

Thames community has seen 83 hand-
bags donated to this year’s Love Grace 
Handbag Appeal, along with vouchers that 
helped top up the gifts with extra essentials.

Co-ordinator Norelle Broughton said the 
response had been “fantastic”, with addi-
tional contributions from local businesses 
helping to enhance the donated bags.

“A very generous community donated a 
total of 83 handbags, and vouchers from 
Pak’nSave and the Warehouse let me top 
up some of the bags,” she said. 

“It was a fantastic campaign and great to 
have PamperMe MediSpa on board as the 
drop off point.”

Norelle took on the role of Thames-based 

co-ordinator for this year’s appeal, which 
was created in memory of Grace Millane, a 
British traveller murdered while backpack-
ing in New Zealand in 2018.

Grace’s family in the United Kingdom 
launched the initiative to honour her 
memory by providing handbags filled with 
essential items to women escaping domes-
tic violence. 

Items donated with the bags included 
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodor-
ant, toothbrushes, and toothpaste.

Norelle said she was “definitely keen” to 
helm the Thames appeal again next year.

Now in its fifth year in New Zealand, the 
appeal has seen more than 15,000 hand-
bags gifted to women through Women’s 
Refuge services.

By KELLEY TANTAU

Beach Hop arrests
Police say they’re disappointed with the 

behaviour of some casual spectators at 
Beach Hop in Whangamatā last weekend.

Police arrested 30 people in relation to 
fighting in a public place and disorderly be-
haviour, and issued approximately 40 liq-
uor ban infringement notices.

Additionally, more than 3000 drivers 
were breath tested on roads in the area dur-
ing the weekend, with 11 drivers presenting 
with excess beath alcohol. 

Eastern Waikato Area Commander In-
spector Mike Henwood said: “While the 
amount of people blatantly ignoring the 
longstanding liquor ban in the area is simi-
lar to recent years – the number of arrests is 
considerably higher”. 

“It is extremely disappointing that the be-
haviour of some people required us to make 
arrests, issue tickets, and deal with drink 
drivers – however it was anticipated, which 
is why there was an increased Police pres-
ence carrying out foot patrols and check-
points in the area,” he said.

“We encourage those attending these 
types of events to have fun, but in a safe and 
lawful manner.”

Tens of thousands of people flocked to 
Whangamatā this weekend for the annual 
Beach Hop event, he said.

“This is an enjoyable event which is so 
important for the local economy, and it was 
run really well with participants and attend-
ees having a great time and mostly behav-
ing themselves. Unfortunately, some of the 
people attracted to the event caused some 
issues for Police later in the night.”

BEACH HOP PHOTOS: P12

Don’t forget....
Daylight savings ends 
Sunday 5th April 2026
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The Super Mario Galaxy Movie (98 mins) PG. A follow up to the 2023 box office smash The Super Mario
Bros Movie with this intergalactic sequel, taking elements from the beloved Wii games. Huge with the kids!
The Magic Faraway Tree (110 mins) G. Follows a modern family who find themselves forced to
relocate to the remote English countryside and discover a magical tree and its extraordinary and
eccentric residents. Adapted from the Enid Blyton book series of the same name.
Hunt for the Wilderpeople (10th anniversary screenings) (101 mins) PG. A Taika Waititi film.
A hilarious and heartfelt adventure based on Barry Crump`s novel, ‘Wild Pork & Watercress`. Ricky (Julian
Dennison) is a defiant young city kid who finds himself on the run with his grumpy foster uncle (Sam Neill). A
national manhunt ensues and the two are forced to work together to survive. Easter Fri and Sat only at this stage.
I Swear (120 mins) RP13. Follows the true story of a Tourette Syndrome campaigner’s journey with
Tourette’s through his troubled teens and early adulthood in 1980s Britain. Alienated from his peers and
family, he perseveres in his attempt to live a ‘normal’ life against the odds, finding some unlikely supporters.
Tenor: My Name Is Pati (104 mins) PG. Music-packed documentary. Tells the story of Pene and
brother Amitai Pati, and their journey from Samoa to platinum-selling success in the trio Sol3 Mio
and the world’s greatest opera stages. Bursting with humour, heart and soaring performances.
Next week: You, Me & Tuscany: A spontaneous Italian chef and uptight British lawyer fall in love at a
destination wedding on Italy’s coast. The North: Two old friends are walking 600 kilometers through the
Scottish highlands, to reconnect with each other, with nature and with parts of themselves they have lost.

Movies from Thursday 2 April to Wednesday 8 April
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.
(We’re closed on Thur. 2 April, but open Easter Friday, Saturday and Sunday, and Tues. and Wed. 7th/8th)

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Sale.
The. Big.

Up to 50% off a huge range
of Sleepyhead beds!

Bringing personalised comfort to your
bedroom, and is designed tomovewith
your body and your lifestyle.

Flexirest Queen Mattress

$2,200N
O
W

Flexirest Queen Mattress and
AdjustWave 1 Adjustable Base

$3,799N
O
W

12 months interest free on in-store purchases $999 &over.*

Final
Days!

Swisstek Precision
Queen Bed

$3,999N
O
W

Serenity Breeze
Queen Bed

$1,799N
O
W

FR
O
M

Chiropractic Limited Edition
Queen Bed

$1,999N
O
W

Sanctuary Midnight
Queen Bed

$5,699N
O
W

FR
O
M

Sleepyhead’s Sanctuary range, themost
beautiful sleep evermade.

Responsive 7-zone pocket spring support
for reduced partner disturbance.

Featuring temperature control for a
premium sleep experience.

Experience enhanced lumbar support
with the 3-zone spring system.

*The Big Sale ends 07.04.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. 30-Day Comfort Guarantee
available for in-store purchases only. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available
in selected stores only. *12 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) in-store purchases $999 & over until 07.04.26. Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees,
Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments
will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest Rate of 28.95% p.a. applies to outstanding balance at the end of LTF Interest Free Period. Other interest rates and fees may apply. Rates and fees subject to change. New customers need to apply and be approved for a Q
Mastercard credit card. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice.

i j ti ith th ff S i t f d t il 30 D C f t G t500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

Sunday CultureSunday Culture
Candle Sand WaxCandle Sand Wax
Pour into any

fire safe vessel,

pop in the wick

and light

lot of photos, a lot of people 
laughing, it was really cool.”

The operation is still very 
small - more of a hobby than 
a full-time endeavor. The pair 
do all the work themselves, 
spending their evenings hand-
printing orders and testing 
new design ideas. 

All their business is currently 
word-of-mouth, but a website 
is in the works, and Luke said 
they planned to expand into 
custom orders as well.

“We’re doing it for the fam-
ily, a hobby slash get ahead in 
life a little bit,” he said.

“But one of the biggest things 
that we’re going for, is that 
we’re buying everything a little 
bit more expensive, because we 
want quality, rather than sell-
ing something that might give 
out in a few weeks.”

New designs are also in the 
works, and the pair have been 
commissioned to make hood-
ies for a daycare and shirts for 
a car club. 

“We want to make t-shirts 
that make people smile, laugh, 
like I get so many people just 
laughing out loud when they 
see that t-shirt. That’s exactly 
why we are doing this because 
life is just too boring to wear 
just black t-shirts all the time,” 
Magdalena said.

“We are experimenting slow-
ly, but it is a process, all the 
good things take time, so it’s 
very, very exciting.”
DETAILS: Find Wicked Crafts on 
Facebook or Instagram for more 
information.

Local joke kickstarts small business
A long-running local joke has 

led to unexpected success 
for one Waikino family. 

Magdalena and Luke Morris 
are the couple behind Wicked 
Crafts - a small startup t-shirt 
design business. Their first de-
sign, featuring the slogan, “Is 
the gorge open?” has seen a 
burst of popularity in the wake 
of heavy weather events, fallen 
trees, extensive roadworks, 
and other issues causing on-
going uncertainty about trav-
elling along the Karangahake 
Gorge section of State Highway 
2.

“Stop-go signs, road works, 
‘is it open today?’ messages fly-
ing around - it’s been a bit of a 
ride,” Magdalena said.

“The tee started as a long-
running local joke… about that 
shared experience of living 
here and never quite knowing 
what the Gorge is up to next.” 

Magdalena, who works at the 
Waikino Tavern, said the pub 
often received calls from Waihī 
locals during bad weather, to 
see if the road was open.

“At least once a month some-
body asked this question and 
my friend was like, ‘put it on a 
t-shirt’.”

Magdalena and Luke had al-
ready been toying with the idea 
of making custom t-shirts, so 
when some extra cash came 
their way they decided to give 
it a go. They purchased some 
equipment and a handful of 
blank shirts, and Wicked Crafts 

was born.
“I made the first t-shirt for 

myself and I wore it to work - 
my friend [said], ‘oh my god, I 
love it. Can you make me one?’” 
Magdalena told The Profile. 

“He was wearing that t-shirt 

when the tree came down 
[blocking the road] and yeah, 
everything went crazy after 
that.”

The close-knit community 
was very supportive, Magda-
lena said - she estimated more 

than half of Waikino locals had 
already purchased a shirt. 

Magdalena and Luke took 
their shirts to the recent swap 
meet event in Paeroa, and said 
the reception was positive. 

“We got a good response, a 

Luke, Magdalena, and son Zion show off their “Is the gorge open?” custom t-shirts.            Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Wright snr’s last call on legacy
Paeroa racecourse developer 

Wayne Wright’s final con-
versation with a former Hau-
raki Mayor ended in laughter.

The discussion with Basil 
Morrison centred on the iwi-
supported name Taumaharua 
- meaning “Black Rock” - for a 
major road running northeast 
from the chapel site.

Wright had initially won-
dered whether the name might 
be too long or unfamiliar, but 
after a light-hearted exchange 
with Morrison, he agreed to 
adopt it.

Wright snr died on March 20.
Earlier that same day, he had 

been at the racecourse he pur-
chased with late wife Chloe in 
2020 - still working, still plan-
ning.

“He had all these ideas - shift 
this dirt over there, get this 
moved over there, hurry up 
and get the chapel built, when’s 
the carpet going to be finished,” 
Morrison said.

Wright later returned home, 
where its understood he died 
suddenly.

Wright snr was modest and 
unassuming, Morrison said.

“He was very humble and 
very generous.”

Through informal koha col-
lected from use of the race-
course grounds, Wright snr 
directed thousands of dollars 
to local causes, including the 

Paeroa RSA and the Paeroa 
Museum Society.

He and his late wife Chloe, 
who died in September, 2023, 
built a business legacy through 
Best Start Educare, founded in 
Tauranga in 1996, which grew 
into New Zealand’s largest early 
childhood education provider.

In 2020, the couple pur-
chased the Paeroa racecourse - 
a long-stalled site that Hauraki 

leaders had struggled for dec-
ades to see developed.

“For us, it’s more about leav-
ing a legacy than it is about 
making money,” Wright told 
The Profile at the time.

That vision is now a roughly 
$60 million development, ex-
pected to transform the Hau-
raki town.

Plans include housing, apart-
ments, a chapel, small busi-

nesses, a cafe, and a restaurant.
Wright had earlier said he 

hoped to see the project com-
pleted by the end of the decade.

Now, the future of the project 
will rest with Wright’s family, 
who will carry forward the vi-
sion he and Chloe had.

Wayne Wright snr was fare-
welled at a funeral service at 
the Holy Trinity Church in Tau-
ranga, on Saturday, March 28.

Wayne Wright snr was at the former Paeroa Racecourse on the day he died - ‘full of ideas’ for the huge 
development.                                        File photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By KELLEY TANTAU

Strong 
wind, rain 
slams rohe
Severe weather driven by 

a deep subtropical low 
brought heavy rain, strong 
winds, and large swells to the 
Coromandel and Hauraki dis-
tricts from Thursday to Friday 
last week.

MetService New Zealand said 
the system moved west of the 
country, dragging warm, moist 
air down from the tropics. The 
storm caused widespread dis-
ruption, with Police confirm-
ing State Highway 25 between 
Waihī and Whangamatā was 
closed at Whiritoa due to flood-
ing. Motorists were advised to 
detour via State Highway 25/
Kōpū-Hikuai Rd and to expect 
significant delays, particularly 
for those travelling to the an-
nual Beach Hop event.

Hauraki District Council said 
an Orange Wind Warning had 
been issued for the district, 
alongside an earlier Orange 
Rain Warning for eastern ar-
eas, and urged residents to 
secure loose items, and stay in-
formed as conditions changed.

Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council meanwhile 
thanked road workers and con-
tractors for working long hours 
to restore access following the 
storm, and also acknowledged 
the community response, say-
ing residents came together to 
support clean-up efforts in af-
fected areas.

By KELLEY TANTAU
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(selected bed models only)

Natural Merino
‘NZ MADE Moana’ Bedset

Single $1149
King Single $1399
Double $1499
Queen $1599
King $1849
Super King $2149
California King $2749

Te Aroha Acacia
Timber Bedroom Set

Cool Gel ‘NZ MADE Cloud
9’ Bedset (with Standard Base)

Available in
Firm,

Medium or
Plush

Available in
Firm,

Medium or
Plush

10 years
warranty

10 years
warranty

3drw Bedside $279

5drw Tallboy $649

5 drw Slimboy $499

6drw Dresser Mirror $899

Queen Bed Frame $899

Napnest Comfy Pillowtop
Bedset

Feel Medium

Single
$599

King Single
$679

Doubl
$79

Quee
$89
Kin

$104
5 years warranty

le
99
en
99
ng
49

UP TO

60%60%
OFF

“Removal of old beds included with deliveryyry”

S U P E R B E D S A L E Leni Gaslift Super Storage
Bed Frames

Queen
$799

King
$999

Super
King

$1099

SSiinglle $1699
King Single $1849
Double $2099
Queen $2399
King $2749
Super King $2949
California King $4099

Community railway hit by costly break-in
A valued community attrac-

tion in the Thames-Coro-
mandel area has been hit by a 
significant burglary, just weeks 
after a separate incident raised 
concerns about safety on the 
tracks.

The recent break-in at Thames 
Small Gauge Railway is believed 
to have occurred overnight 
on March 21, when offenders 
forced entry into a storage con-
tainer used to house locomo-
tives, ride-on cars, and essential 
maintenance tools. 

The incident was discovered 
early Sunday morning as vol-
unteers arrived to prepare for a 
scheduled run day.

TSGR president Garth Famil-
ton said Tony, a regular volun-
teer and typically the first to ar-
rive on site, noticed something 
was wrong when he found the 
container door ajar. 

Upon inspection, it became 
clear that three locomotive bat-
teries had been stolen. 

“These locos are electric only 
and the batteries are high per-
formance so we can run trains 
all day without needing to re-
charge,” Garth explained.

Also taken was an angle grind-
er, an arc welder, a welding hel-
met, a leaf blower, a hedge trim-
mer, a jump starter, and a wheel 
barrow.

“While some of these items 
are not high value, we need 
them to maintain the tracks and 
buildings,” Garth told The Pro-
file. “The batteries, however, are 
worth many thousands of dol-

Thames-Coromandel area, and 
after operating for over 30 years, 
we have people bringing their 
children and telling us how they 
used to ride the trains when they 
were children themselves.”

The burglary follows a sepa-
rate and unusual incident earlier 
in the month that had already 
raised safety concerns among 
volunteers.

On March 6, members arriving 
for routine maintenance discov-

ered piles of rocks deliberately 
placed across sections of the 
track. 

Witnesses reported seeing a 
woman moving rocks on to the 
line days earlier.

Garth said the discovery was 
unusual, and could have caused 
significant damage.

“It would have resulted in de-
railments for any trains hitting 
these rocks,” he said. “Of course, 
we do a very thorough track 

check before running any trains, 
so the big rocks would have been 
moved. However, smaller stones 
may not always be seen and 
these can cause issues.” 

Some of the rocks were so 
large they could not be moved by 
a single person.

Police have been notified of 
both incidents, and TSGR is urg-
ing members of the public to 
report any suspicious activity in 
the area.

Three locomotives had their batteries stolen from the Thames Small Gauge Railway on March 21.      Photos: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU

lars and without them there are 
three locos that cannot run.”

Garth believed the burglary 
was likely carried out by indi-
viduals familiar with the site and 
its contents.

The offenders appear to have 
used a grinder to cut the con-
tainer’s latch before spending 
time inside removing the bat-
teries, which required undoing 
bolts and fittings. 

It was unclear how the stolen 
goods were transported, though 
the missing wheelbarrow may 
have been used.

“While all crime is upsetting, 
this is really a crime against the 
community,” Garth said. 

“The railway brings a lot of 
fun and pleasure to children 
and adults from all over the 

The stolen batteries are worth 
‘many thousands of dollars’, TSGR 
president Garth Familton says.
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SPORTS FIRST AID COURSE
Eight sport and recreation club members from
Thames completed a first aid course on Sunday
8 March at the Thames Civic Centre. They were
coaches of children and young people in sport
and recreation clubs. Participants included
representatives from Thames ATC, Kiaido Ryu and
Thames High School. All sport and recreational
clubs were invited to participate in the course
which was funded by Thames Community Board.

THAMES: 5.45am Dawn Parade – from Sealey St
(outside BNZ), along Pollen St, turn left into Mary St
to Thames War Memorial Civic Centre, for 6am Dawn
Service. Followed by breakfast at the Thames Bowling
Club, Mackay St.
9.45am Civic Parade – from Sealey St (outside
BNZ), along Pollen St, left into Mary St, to Thames
War Memorial Civic Centre, for a 10am Civic Service
followed by refreshments at the Thames Bowling Club,
Mackay St.

TAPU: 5.45am Dawn Parade – from Tapu Fire Station
to the Cenotaph, Tapu Hall, followed by the Dawn
Service. Breakfast provided afterwards.

ADVANCED NOTICE ANZAC CEREMONIES
SATURDAY 25 APRIL
IN AND AROUND THAMES

Our next THAMES Community Board meeting w
ill be

10am Wednesday 22 APRIL in the Council Chamber, Thames

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc
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26/27 Draft Annual Plan: Have a say
how some of those costs are shared, including

greater use of user fees and changes to
rates remissions.
“We’ve clearly set out what those
changes involve, and we encourage
everyone to make time to have their
say,” he said. “We will listen carefully to
all your feedback.”

There are plenty of ways to share your
thoughts – from in-person events and

pop-upmarket stalls to the quick and simple
feedback form on our website and any Council office.

Find out about proposed changes and give your
feedback at tcdc.govt.nz/annualplan26-27

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 1 April 2026

OFFICES | DISTRICT LIBRARIES
Our offices (including AA services) and
district libraries will be closed from Good
Friday through to Easter Monday, and

from Saturday 25 April (Anzac Day) to Monday 27 April
(observed public holiday). You can still reach us 24/7
at 07 868 0200 or customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

THAMES POOL
Thames Centennial Pool will be closed
on Good Friday and Easter Monday,
and on Anzac public holiday, observed

Monday 27 April. tcdc.govt.nz/pools

DOGRESTRICTIONS
Please keep your dog on a lead in urban
areas such as town centres and roads.
Look out for Council’s traffic light signage

and check the rules in your area at
tcdc.govt.nz/dogownerguide

ALCOHOLBANS
Alcohol bans are in place over Easter
weekend from 4pm Thursday 2 April to
4pm Tuesday 7 April, and over the Anzac
long weekend from 4pm on Friday 24
April to 4pm on Monday 27 April. Check
out tcdc.govt.nz/alcoholcontrol

What’s happening over Easter
and Anzac weekends?

Thames SouthWater
Improvements Project
We’re pleased to announce that
work on a $19.4 million water
upgrade over two years to make
drinking water safer for rural
households in Thames South
starts this autumn.
It’ll make water safer andmore reliable for around
1,000 residents in Omahu, Matatoki, Pūriri, Hikutaia
and Wharepoa.
The improvements will consist of:
• a new water intake at Pūriri River
• two new reservoirs on the hills behind Pūriri
village (an access track will also need to be built
to provide vehicle access to the reservoir sites)

• a new, modern water treatment plant
• new piping for reticulation of the treated water
to households, including pipe upgrades and
reconfigurations to connect different pressure
zones and networks.

tcdc.govt.nz.thamessouthwater

RUBBISHANDRECYCLING
COLLECTIONS
OVER EASTER
SATURDAY4APRIL
Pāuanui

TUESDAY7APRIL
Whangamatā South
Mercury Bay South
(Cooks Beach, Hāhei)

WEDNESDAY8APRIL
Whangamatā North
Onemana & Ōpoutere
Whitianga

THURSDAY9APRIL
Coromandel Town
Coromandel Rural North
Te Kōuma
Mercury Bay North
(Matarangi, Kūaotunu, Whangapoua)

Thames Coast
Manaia

FRIDAY 10APRIL
Tairua
Thames
Thames South Rural

SATURDAY 11APRIL
Pāuanui

YELLOW
WEEK

YELLOW
WEEK

RED
WEEK

YELLOW
WEEK

YELLOW
WEEK

YELLOW
WEEK

ALL REFUSE AND RECYCLING TRANSFER STATIONS
ARE CLOSEDON FRIDAY 3 APRIL, GOOD FRIDAY.
Open all other days over Easter period.

REFUSEANDRECYCLINGTRANSFERSTATIONS
OPENDAILY FROM8.30AM–5.30PM until end of daylight
saving on Saturday 4 April. FROMSUNDAY 5APRIL, HOURS
REVERT TO 8.30AM-4.30PMDAILY
TCDC.GOVT.NZ/RTS

Lower rates come with real trade-offs.
We want to hear what you think.
Our 2026/27 Draft Annual Plan centres
on holding the average rates increase
to nomore than 3.8%, significantly
lower than earlier projections in our
2024–34 Long Term Plan. And reaching
that target means making some tough
choices about the services we deliver
and how we fund them.
We’re asking for your feedback from late
March through to late April, so now’s your chance to
review the proposed changes and tell us what matters
most to you.
Mayor Peter Revell said lowering the rates increase in
2026/27 doesn’t make services cost less, but changes



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     March 31, 2026, THE VALLEY PROFILE 07

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Industrial supply 
specialists that work 
for your business.
Contact us today: 

online@readbros.co.nz
ServiceS available:

• Key cutting • Sharpening
• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing

• cut-to-length extrusions
• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Explore creativity at Arts in Town
A showcase of local artisans 

with demonstrations, sales 
and workshops was set to bring 
people together in Waihī on April 
11 for the Arts in Town event.

Formerly known as the Art and 
Street Festival, the Lions Club 
of Waihī Community event was 
previously more like a market 
with entertainment,  committee 
member Rona Keith said.

“But this year... we wanted to 
actually showcase people who are 
teaching or groups that are do-
ing arts and crafts,” she told The 
Profile.

“So it is kind of like a market, 
but the focus is on demonstrat-
ing, letting people get their hands 
dirty doing stuff and running 
workshops.”

Stallholders will pay a fee of 
$20, and workshops will be run 
by the stallholders with a charge, 
depending on materials. Howev-
er, the rest of the event was free, 
she said.

“But at the stallholders, some 
of them are going to have a ‘make 
and take’,” which was an arts and 
crafts piece people could make 
and take away with them, she 
said.

“If there’s any cost for the make 
and take, that’s the stallholders 
dealing with that. 

“And the workshops, there’s 
a ticketing system for the work-
shops.”

People can check out what 
workshops are available online 

Block printing with Bernadette Shea.                             Photo: SUPPLIED
through the Humanitix website.

There would also be live music 
and entertainment for children, 
she said, as well as several Waihī 
businesses offering discounts and 
demonstrations as well.

Stalls would be set up outside 
too, but would be more of a mar-
ket stall, so “it’s spilling out past 

the hall”, she said.
Rona wanted to encourage 

people to pre-book their tickets 
now for workshops so the artisans 
knew how many kits to prepare.

It would be an occasion for peo-
ple to see what Waihī has to offer, 
she said.

“I think I’m looking forward to 

people realizing all the different 
opportunities in Waihī, that may-
be people who have never done 
anything creative before go, ‘oh, 
you know, that might be some-
thing I’d like to do’,” she said.
DETAILS: Workshop and ticket info: 
collections.humanitix.com/arts-in-
town. 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

SCHOOL OF MINES
The Thames School of Mines 
April school holiday programme 
is running on April 8, 10, 15, and 
16 at the Carnegie Library, 705 
Queen St, Thames. Activities 
include crystal geode creation, a 
scavenger hunt and poster mak-
ing at the mineral museum, fossil 
making, and learning about the 
history of Thames. Activities run 
from 10am-2pm, koha entry, no 
booking required. See Facebook 
for more details. 

LIBRARY PROGRAMMES
Thames-Coromandel and Hauraki 
District Libraries are also running 
school holiday programmes. In 
Hauraki, the Paeroa and Waihī 
libraries will have sessions every 
weekday from 10.30-12pm, with 
activities including Lego, Playsta-
tion, movies, crafting sessions, 
and 3D printing. Bookings are 
required for the Playstation and 
3D printing, call 07 862 8609. 
In Thames-Coromandel, there 
will be sessions at the Thames, 
Tairua, and Mercury Bay libraries 
from 10.30-11.30am on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Thurs-
days. Activities include crafting, 
scavenger hunts, and escape 
rooms. Bookings are required for 
the escape rooms, contact the 
library for more details. All ses-
sions are free. 

School holiday 
programmes 
set to educate 
and entertain
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
31C Walker Street 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21078

Easy Living, Smart Location
This low-maintenance two-bedroom home delivers
comfortable, practical living with an open-plan layout.
Spacious full bathroom, plenty of storage plus internal
access single garage. Call Lester Mullan today.

Asking Price $649,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
15 Mueller Street 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21472

Packed with Potential on a Corner Site
Classic character home on a 635sqm (approx.) corner
site, ready for renovation. Three bedrooms, separate
toilet, and detached double garage with power. Ideal
project for renovators, first-home buyers, or investors
to add value and unlock the property’s full potential.

Asking Price $535,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
130 Kensington Road 4 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19945

Family Home College Zone
This spacious family home sits on a generous 1765
(approx.) sqm section, offering space, privacy, and rural
outlook! An easy walk to Waihi College at the top of the
driveway, now that is so convenient. Call Dynasty to
view.

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Price

Waihi
2 Buller Street

eves.co.nz/ewa20741

Lifestyle Section Now Priced
Looking for land with options? This generous 3435 sqm
(approx.) lifestyle section is positioned on the fringe of
town, offering options, privacy, and rural views with no
covenants. A Lim report is available on request; call
Dynasty for more information or to view.

Asking Price $465,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
12 Moore Street 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21452

You’ll Love Coming Back To Me
Immaculate home offering modern, low-maintenance
living. Three double bedrooms, two bathrooms,
including a master with ensuite and walk-through
wardrobe. Light-filled open plan living flows to a north-
facing deck on a 450sqm (approx.) easy-care section.

Asking Price $679,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Dynasty HoltzH l

Agent of the Year
Waihi

022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Thank you to my amazing clients for placing your trust in me to help
achieve your property goals. I’m committed to delivering the best

possible service and outstanding results every time.

If you’re considering buying or selling and would like expert
guidance, I’d love to help you achieve great results too.

Price Reduction

Waihi
135 Consols Street 3 2 2 3

eves.co.nz/ewa21070

Space to Spread out
Set on 1,242sqm (approx.), this beautiful character
home features three bedrooms plus study, year-round
comfort, a wine cellar and a self-contained sleepout.
Excellent garaging, gardens complete this superb
offering.

Asking Price $865,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
33 Walker Street 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21399

Room to Grow, Space to Play
Looking to get on the property ladder or secure a solid
addition to your portfolio? This well-positioned two-
level family home in the popular college zone could be
just the opportunity you’ve been waiting for. Set on a
large, flat, fully fenced section.

Asking Price $649,500
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
33 Russell Street 2 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21501

Sunny Decks & Private Gardens
Cruise into low-maintenance living with this charming
two-bedroom, one bathroom brick home, perfectly
positioned in central Waihi. Designed for comfort and
convenience, the home features light-filled open plan
living that extends out to sunny entertaining decks.

Enquiries Over $649,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
730 Waitawheta Road

eves.co.nz/ewa15064

Lifestyle Land to Love
This lifestyle section is conveniently located on the
outskirts of Waihi, with expansive farmland views. A
desirable 2.3 ha. (approx.) block is a blank canvas. No
covenants, freedom, and flexibility. Call Dynasty for
more information.

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
8631B State Highway 2, Waikino 3 1 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21127

Renovated with River Views
This unique home offers elevated living with river
views. Designed to embrace its natural setting with
established gardens. The home has been nicely
renovated, with two living spaces, plus a detached
garage/workshop with plenty of off-street parking.

Asking Price $679,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Meet Vixen, a nearly six-month-old 
sable beauty bursting with personality! 
This lively, cheeky pup is full of energy 
and loves to keep life exciting with her 
playful antics and joyful spirit.

Vixen is a smart cookie who’s 
already learning the ropes - she re-
sponds well to commands like sit and 
is eager to keep learning. She gets 
along great with other dogs and would 
thrive in an active home, whether 
that’s with a playful canine compan-
ion or a family ready to include her in 
their adventures.

Affectionate and people-loving, 

Vixen thrives on attention and inter-
action. She’s the kind of pup who will 
fill your days with laughter, fun, and 
plenty of cuddles.

Vixen is desexed, microchipped, and 
up to date with her vaccinations, flea, 
and worm treatments - ready to head 
straight into her forever home.

If you’re looking for a clever, ener-
getic companion to share life’s adven-
tures with, Vixen might just be your 
perfect match!
DETIALS: www.spca.nz/adopt/ani-
mal/652025/dog-vixen-thames

- Supplied by Thames SPCA

Pet ProfilePet Profile
Meet Vixen at Thames SPCA 
- your daily dose of fun

Vixen is affectionate and people-loving.            Photo: SUPPLIED

So m e t i m e s , 
when we’re 

miserable, the 
answer is simple: 
make a change.

Other times, it’s not that 
straightforward. The strug-
gle might be part of something 
worth holding on for.

Wisdom is knowing which 
season you’re in.

We’ve all seen it - someone 
stuck in a job, relationship, or 
situation that’s sucking the life 
out of them. Everything in them 
is screaming, “Time to call it 
quits”. But we’ve also seen the 

Stay the course - or head for the horizon?
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION opposite - someone grinding 
through something hard be-
cause deep down, they know it’s 
worth it. They just need to hold 
their nerve.

I was reminded of this ten-
sion one particular day out on 
the water. Now let me say - I’m 
not exactly a keen fisherman. 
But this trip? It was one for the 
books.

Choppy as anything. Our little 
boat was getting tossed around 
like a toddler’s new kitten. But 
then - we hit it. A fish boil-up of 
biblical proportions. You know, 
the “throw your net over the 
other side” kind of miracle mo-
ment.

The rods never even got a 

break. It was bait on, hook 
down, fish on. It was taking 
longer to load the bait than to 
catch the fish.

But with every wave, the hori-
zon disappeared - and my stom-
ach flipped. Seasickness hit me 
like a freight train. I was green, 
then pale, then offering my 
breakfast as burley.

Still, I kept going. Fish after 
fish. Sicker and sicker. Until 
eventually I couldn’t even stand. 

But no one was quitting. The 
others kept going. We hit our 
quota and headed home - cold, 
wet, wrecked… and buzzing.

That week, we ate like kings. 
The suffering? Worth it.

So here’s my thought today: in 

the middle of your struggle - is 
this a storm you need to endure 
because the reward is coming? 
Or are you throwing bait into an 
empty ocean, and it’s time to go 
home?

Wisdom is knowing when to 
hold on and when to let go.

Only you know which one it is. 
But either way — don’t just sit in 
the misery. Make the call.

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. In 2019, Macaulay Culkin changed 
his middle name to what? a) Mac-
cauley Culkin, b) Publicity Stunt, or 
c) Shark Week?
2. What does SS stand for in the 
name of a ship, eg. the SS Titanic? 
a) Sailing Ship, b) Sea Service, or c) 
Steam Ship?
3. ‘Carless Days’ was a fuel rationing 
scheme active in New Zealand dur-
ing which years? a) 1969-1970, b) 
1979-1980, or c) 1989-1990?
4. A healthcare worker responsi-
ble for taking blood samples from 
patients is known by what name 
beginning with P?
5. True or false: the actress Carrie 
Fisher had a cameo in the movie 
Austin Powers: International Man of 
Mystery?
6. How many medals were won by 
New Zealand in the recent 2026 
Winter Olympics? a) Zero, b) one, or 
c) three?
7. In the 1983 horror novel Christine 
by Stephen King, who or what is 
Christine? 
8. Who was announced last week as 
the new All Blacks defence coach? 
9. As recorded in the Old Testament 
of the Bible, who spent three days 
and three nights in the belly of a 
whale?
10. Pete Townshend was a co-
founding member of which band? 
a) The Eagles, b) The Monkeys, or c) 
The Who?

ANSWERS: 1. a) Macauley Culkin. His full 
legal name is now Macauley Macauley Culkin 
Culkin; 2. c) Steam Ship; 3. b) 1979-1980; 4. 
Phlebotomist; 5. True, she played a therapist.; 
6. c) Three - two silver and one bronze; 7. A 
car (specifically a 1958 Plymouth Fury); 8. Tana 
Umaga; 9. Jonah; 10. c) The Who.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support his local youth 
work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his 
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.
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60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

BE QUICK!!!!
Come and beat the price rise

LIMITED
STOCK

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

A drain is generally considered a nega-
tive word associated with depletion, ex-

haustion and loss of resources.
It’s a word that Johan van Ras no longer 

uses on his Te Puninga dairy farm, which 
lies in the Waihou-Piako flood manage-
ment area.

“It is not a drain,” says Johan, who is con-
stantly looking for ways to make environ-
mental improvements on his land, includ-
ing to water quality and native habitat.

“It’s a managed waterway that has been 
straightened for the function to remove wa-
ter, but it’s an actual stream with wildlife in 
it.”

Johan is one of 14 landowners involved 
in Waikato Regional Council’s Thames Val-
ley channel diversion planting programme 
that was started in 2024 to address the sig-
nificant bank erosion and slumping that oc-
curred in the Waihou-Piako land drainage 
network during heavy flooding in 2022/23.

The council received $1.08 million from 
the Regional Infrastructure Fund, adminis-
tered by Kānoa Regional Economic Devel-
opment & Investment, towards the $1.8m 
programme to help improve the overall 
performance of the Waihou-Piako flood 
protection scheme.

Work includes reshaping about 15 kilo-
metres of drains and planting them out in 
bank-binding native sedges (Carex) so they 
can effectively clear surface water from 
farmland without introducing high sedi-
ment loads to the Piako and Waihou river 
systems.

Previous trials by the council and other 
organisations show benefits of reduced 
maintenance requirements such as weed 
spraying and mechanical excavation, and 
improved water quality greater clarity, 
with cooler temperatures and higher dis-
solved oxygen levels. “It’s the right thing to 
do,” says Johan, who himself heeded the 
research and planted sedges along one of 
the drains on his property (the Te Puninga 
Stream) before taking part in the council’s 
programme to plant out the rest.

“I used to call them drains, and they were 
filled with weeds, their banks eroding. I had 
posts that fell in, I had cows fall in – they’d 
graze hard up to the stream.

“We were part of the drainage network 
process of spray, dig, spray, dig, to control 
the weeds and to dig out the layer of sludge 
that would build up. This would then ex-
pose the banks and if a large flood came 
through, they’d collapse.

“Now, I can just forget about it.”
Johan says the New Zealand sedges grow 

fast and “are insane at holding the banks 
together”, but they also create shade which 
suppresses weeds and cools the water for 
native fish species.

eDNA monitoring on his property has 

Planting programme turns 
drains into ecosystems

revealed banded kōkopu and shortfin eels, 
and Johan is waiting for the return of long-
fin eels and kōura from his restoration ef-
forts.

“There is life here now in an area that was 
once unproductive and had no native habi-
tat values.

“Now we have kōkopu, eels, inanga, 
birds; you can hear the insects. It’s awe-
some.”

Council integrated catchment manage-
ment director Greg Ryan says the Thames 
Valley channel diversion planting pro-
gramme is an example of how the council 
considers nature-based solutions, where 
feasible, as part of its flood protection 
maintenance and renewals programme.

“We take a whole catchment approach 
to support our core business of managing 
water, so that includes planting to reduce 
erosion and sedimentation and improve 
water quality and habitat and replacing or 
upgrading pump stations with fish-friendly 
ones,” he says.

“For some of our big flood management 
projects, we’ve also created wetlands and 
water refuges for native fish species.”

Johan van Ras says native sedges “are insane at 
holding the banks together”. BELOW: A drain 
post-fencing and planting.      Photo: SUPPLIED

On the LandOn the LandNEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....
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YAMAHA F115, 2001, 25”,
very tidy, 370 hours

1 owner
MERCURY 90, 2016,

25”, low hours
Phone or come inPPhhoonnee oorr ccoommee iinn

to enquire.ttoo eennqquuiirree..

2ND HAND2ND HAND
OUTBOARDOUTBOARD
MOTORSMOTORS

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

$3,995
YAMAHA 200 2 Stroke, 25” Shaft

C/w Flush Mount, Remotes
$7,995INC

GST $3,995INC
GST

INC
GST

A once-in-a-generation opportunity: Making the most of the Fonterra Capital Payment
Over the coming weeks, many dairy 
farmers will be making decisions that 
could have a significant impact on 
how much of the upcoming Fonterra 
capital payment they ultimately get 
to keep. While the payment itself is 
good news, the real value lies in how 
it is planned for and used.

 The capital payment from Fonter-
ra is a return of capital, not income 
therefore not taxable upon receipt. 
In simple terms, the money comes in 
tax-free. However, this is where many 
people stop thinking—and where 
costly mistakes can be made. When 
you later try to extract that money 
for personal use, tax can be triggered 
depending on your structure and the 
method of extraction.

 Handled poorly, a large portion of 
the payment can be lost to unneces-
sary tax. Handled well, the same dol-
lars can be used to strengthen your 
business and personal position with 
very different tax outcomes.

 The key message is simple: don’t 

rush to pull the money out without a 
plan.  Get in touch with your Cooper-
Aitken to understand your structure 
and implications of your plans. 
First Question: What is your current 
structure? Before making any deci-
sions, it’s critical to understand how 
your farming business is structured. 
The same payment can have very 
different outcomes depending on 
whether you operate as a partner-
ship, company, or trust. Understand-
ing your structure is step one. Step 
two is running the numbers.
Same money, very different out-
comes. As an illustration: A partner-
ship receiving $200,000 can generally 
access the full $200,000 personally 
with no additional tax. Also, a com-
pany receiving the same $200,000 
may face tax when that money is paid 
out, potentially reducing the net cash 
available to shareholders.

 This is why structure and timing 
matter so much. The decisions you 
make now will directly affect what 

ends up in your pocket. Many farmers 
feel pressure to “do something” with 
the money straight away. In many 
cases, the most tax-efficient and fi-
nancially sound option is to leave 
the funds in the business—at least 
initially.
Common business uses include: Pay-
ing down debt and reducing interest 
costs; Strengthening working capital 
and the balance sheet Upgrading ma-
chinery or investing in new technol-
ogy; Reinvesting in the farm to im-
prove long-term productivity; Keep-
ing funds in the business preserves 
flexibility and buys time to make in-
formed decisions.
Personal uses farmers commonly 
consider: Where personal use is part 
of the plan, common goals include: 
Property purchases (holiday homes 
or investments); Paying down per-
sonal mortgages; Succession planning 
and gifting; Diversifying investments 
outside the farm.  
Extracting funds: Proceed with care

If funds are needed personally, there 
are several options, each with differ-
ent tax implications: Dividends – tax 
is triggered, and while imputation 
credits help, there is often still a cash 
tax cost. Shareholder loans – require 
careful management. Interest may 
need to be charged, creating taxable 
income for the company. Share buy-
backs – potentially tax-free if strict re-
quirements are met, but complex and 
subject to IRD scrutiny.

 The key is to align personal goals 
with business goals in the most tax-
efficient way possible, rather than 
acting first and hoping for the best. 
There is no one-size-fits-all solution. 
What works well for one farm may be 
completely wrong for your neighbour. 
Banking and compliance still matter
Before any distribution is made, it’s 
essential to check: Banking covenants 
- ensure distributions won’t cause a 
breach; Solvency tests and required 
board resolutions for dividends.  

Ignoring these steps can create un-

necessary risk with lenders.
The real opportunity is planning
This Fonterra payment is widely seen 
as a once-in-a-generation event - 
something most of us are unlikely 
to see again in our lifetime. The op-
portunity isn’t just the cash itself, 
but what thoughtful planning can 
achieve. Every farm is different - dif-
ferent goals, debt levels, structures, 
and family plans. What’s right for 
your neighbour may be completely 
wrong for you. 

We strongly encourage our clients 
to get in touch where we can go 
through the following with you: Mod-
el out scenarios for your plans for the 
Fonterra dividend and tax implica-
tions; Review how these plans align 
with your five-year goals; Reviewing 
bank covenants. 

It’s not about simply receiving 
cash. It’s about positioning your farm 
business strategically for the future. 

- Amy Watson
Partner, CooperAitken.

On the LandOn the Land
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2010 Toyota SIA
2.0 Ltr, Auto, Hybrid, Towbar

NOW
$7,990

2004 Toyota Porte
1.5 Ltr Auto, Spacious 3 Door,

SUPERB CONDITION

$6,990

2015 Holden Captiva
Auto, Diesel AWD, 7 Seat,

TOP SPEC MODEL

$11,990

2002 Mazda 6 Sport Ltd
2.3 Ltr, 175 Kms

$6,990

2013 Honda Jazz
1.5 Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Leather Trim

$10,990

2010 Jaguar XF
3.0 Ltr Auto, Low 69 Kms,

Immaculate Condition

ONLY
$13,990

2011 Nissan Tilda
1.5 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Bodykit etc

ONLY
$6,990

2015 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr Auto, Very Low 25 Kms,

Immaculate Condition

$11,990

Laysharn Jones, 9, and Tina Rose make the most of the day in vibrant colours.                       Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Brian and Colleen Pascoe, Roberta Greaney, left, and Thea Haggitt of Christchurch shows off her car named Attitude.

Brum! Brum!
A plentitude of petrolheads perched along the path for the 

Waihī Warm Up Party for Beach Hop 2026 on March 25. The 
rain didn’t stop the community from showing out in full force to 
support the convoy of classic cars, stallholders, music maestros 
and more. Severe weather did however result in the plans for the 
Pauanui Power Cruise on March 26 to be shifted to Whangamatā. 
Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA cranked up the camera to capture 
some of the Warm Up Party adventures.

Sherryl Ellis, Heather Gilligan, Tony and Lorraine Fuller enjoy the party.

Cars on parade. Right, Ian and Tracey Lamb with Ange and Allan Hoffman.
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M H REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

| thames@bayleys.co.nz07 869 0632

ENERGY
WE BRING GR

EATER

TO THAMESR
ESIDENTIAL

Art works to ‘reflect life in all its layers’
There will be two featured 

artists at the Thames 
Art Gallery for the month of 
April - Dany-Kintara Pike and 
Lisa Stent, who will showcase 
pieces from their collections 
for the community.

At the northern end of the 
gallery, “intuitive artist” Dany 
will share her creation called 
HeartBloodArt for young and 
old souls.

The creative, who is origi-
nally from Germany and now 
deeply rooted in the natural 
rhythms of New Zealand, said 
her work was born from devo-
tion, presence and the “sacred 
pulse of life itself”.

The art maker believed she 
was guided by a profound spir-
itual and earth-based connec-
tion, with creations inspired 
by ancient goddesses, dancers, 
and the living intelligence of 
nature, she said.

Through sculpture, paint-
ings and handcrafted pen-
dants, she was able to give 
form to emotion, energy and 
the unseen, which offered 
meaningful pieces for those 
who honoured the sacred and 
the divine, she said.

Beyond her personal art 
practice, Dany facilitated crea-
tive workshops that weaved 
together intuitive art and spir-
itual exploration.

People were guided and in-

Dany-Kintara Pike, left, creates HeartBloodArt for young and old souls. Lisa Stent’s art, centre, ‘reflects life in all its layers’.         Photos: SUPPLIED

vited to express what came up 
through embodied creativity, 
she said.

At the southern end of the 
gallery, Lisa will present a col-
lection of works that reflected 
her “deep connection” to place, 
memory and the natural world, 
she told The Profile.

“My work is intuitive and 
mixed media; full of texture, 
collage, marks, words, symbols 

and little surprises that peek 
through the layers.”

“Most pieces go through 
many transformations before 
I know they’re done. I don’t 
always start with a clear plan, 
but I always know when to 
stop,” she said.

Lisa, who has lived most of 
her life on the Coromandel 
Peninsula, said she found 
“ongoing inspiration” in the 

coastal environment - from the 
shifting tides and weathered 
roads to the small-town char-
acter of places on the wider 
peninsula.

Her exhibition is set to show-
case recent works alongside 
evolving themes that continue 
to shape her creative journey, 
she said, such as a celebra-
tion of nature, her whakapapa 
(Ngāti Pūkenga), and the “deli-

cate threads that connect us to 
the landscapes we call home”.

“I want my art to reflect life 
in all its layers,” she said.

“I want you to see what you 
see, not necessarily what I see. 
I want you to enjoy the visual 
and textural experience, what-
ever that means to you.”
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 
Tararu Rd, Thames, open daily 
from 10am to 4pm.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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AUTUMN AT AEROVIEWAUTUMN AT AEROVIEW

382 Ngati Maru Highway
Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week
8.30am to 5.00pm

JUST ARRIVED
- Elephant garlic
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- Printanor garlic bulbs

- Red Shallots
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1 2

Full Moon

3

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

4

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

5

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

6

Non planting
Day

7

Non planting
Day

8

Non planting
Day

9

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

10

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

11

Non planting
Day

12

Non planting
Day

13

Non planting
Day

14

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

15

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

16

Non planting
Day

17

NewMoon

18

Plant above
ground crops

19

Plant above
ground crops

20

Non planting
Day

21

Non planting
Day

22

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

23

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

24

Non planting
Day

25

Non planting
Day

26

Non planting
Day

27

Non planting
Day

28

Non planting
Day

29

Plant above
ground crops

30

Plant above
ground crops

April 2026AAAppprrriii llll 222222000022226666
Moon PlantingMMMoooooonnn PPPlllaaannnttt iiinnnnggg
CalendarCCCaaallleeennndddaaarrr

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

Non planting
Day

317 Pollen St,Thames
Stihlshop.co.nz 07 868 8730

100 years
strong.
we're just
getting
started.

rma 239 c
BATTEERY
LAWNMOWER
(TOOL ONLY) $665

buy two
selected
ak batteries
and save 20%

save $90$360
ak 30 s BATTERY DUAL BUNDLE

save $78$312
ak 20 BATTERY DUAL BUNDLE

you may also n
AL 101 CHARGER $9

need
95

#1 BRAND IN GARDEN POWER TOOLS

AL 101 CH

2018
-202

5

Garden Power To
ols

Garden Power To
ols

$665

save 20%
–––

ak 20 BATTERY DUAL BUN

bga 50
BATTERY BLOWER
(TOOL ONLY) $255

new fsa 60 r
BATTERY
LINETRIMMER
(TOOL ONLY) $360

msa 80 c-b (14”)
BATTERY CHAINSAW
((TOOL ONLY) $535

Valid on selected products from 01 March 2026 – 02 June 2026 or while stocks last. Terms and conditions apply. See in store or online for details.

GardeningGardening
With increased soil moisture after the 

recent period of heavy rains there will 
be rapid new growth. 

Overnight dews bring a freshness to lawns 
and young seedlings. But soon enough cool-
er temperature will arrive. 

Be aware of your frost tender plants and 
either move pots under cover or prepare 
to cover plants in the garden. Keep the gar-
dens weed free, add some fertiliser and a 
layer of mulch.

Vegetables - Harvest the last of your late 
summer vegetables – pumpkins, potatoes, 
tomatoes, eggplants peppers and onions. 
Store onions, pumpkins and potatoes in a 
cool dry place. If you choose to give your 
vege patch a rest over the winter, add nu-
trients back into the soil by sowing a crop of 
blue lupins or mustard seed which will add 
nitrogen and improve the soil structure.

Raised vege beds can be a bonus in win-
ter increasing the drainage, soil warmth and 
saving your backs. Replenish soil and add 
blood and bone, sheep pellets and mulch if 
you wish.

Once you have cleared your tomato 
patch, dig in some compost, blood and bone 
and sheep pellets and plant leafy greens like 
spinach, silverbeet, broccoli, cabbage or 
cauliflower. A liquid seaweed fertiliser is an 
excellent plant starter. It helps to stimulate 
root growth.

Flowers - Autumn is the ideal time for 
planting new trees and shrubs to allow 
them to get established over the cooler 
wetter winter months. It is soon time to 
plant sweet peas seeds in a warm sunny 
spot for spring and summer flowering. 

Sow seeds of alyssum, aquilegia, calen-
dula, cineraria, hollyhock, lobelia, to name 
a few. Once seeds are sown water gently 
and keep the soil moist while they establish. 
Remove spent flowering annuals and plant 
your favourite winter flowers. Don’t forget 
to replenish the soil before replanting.

Fruits - Continue to harvest late season 
apples, feijoas, persimmon, figs. The decid-
uous trees are all showing signs of leaf drop. 
Once all fruit trees are harvested, spray pip 
and stone fruit trees with copper spray to 
protect against curly leaf, leaf blight, leaf 
spots, downy mildew, black spot and ver-
rucosis. Feed citrus trees with Citrus Food 
to promote strong healthy autumn growth. 
Maintain a regular watering schedule to fat-
ten fruit.

Lawns - After the dry summer months, 
some lawns are looking a bit worse for wear. 
Especially if they haven’t been watered reg-
ularly. This is the best month for sowing a 
new lawn or repairing your lawn. Mix in Sat-
uraid with your grass seed and spread over 
prepared soil. This will help improve the wa-
ter penetration through the soil and reduce 
any dry patches.  Mow regularly, remove 
clippings and water in the morning. Aerate 
or core to improve drainage and feed.

Herbs - Replenish your herb garden with 
compost, blood and bone and sheep pellets 
and dig well in. Sow sage, rosemary, thyme, 
parsley, winter mint, coriander, oregano 
and chives. 

Compost Heap - Add fallen leaves, and 
prunings.

Enjoy the time in your garden.
Submitted by Ngatea Garden Circle

Prepare frost-tender plants

Be aware of your frost tender plants - prepare to cover plants in the garden.            File Photo: PEXELS
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Valley kids dive in
The Thames Valley Secondary School Swimming 
Championships took place at the Thames Centennial Pools 
on March 19, with a large contingent of students attending 
from across the area. The atmosphere was positive, and 
students cheered on their classmates as they competed. 
ALICE PARMINTER headed along to catch the action.

Competitors dive off for the Boys 16 and Over 100m freestyle relay.                 Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Katie Davies from Paeroa in the Girls 13 and Under 100m individual medley.

Jack Kayes from Waihī College gives his best in the Boys 
13 and Under 100m individual medley.

Candace Barriball from Hauraki Plains College competes 
in the Girls 16 and Over 50m backstroke. Boe Leach from HPC launches into the Boys 14-15 50m backstroke. 

SPORTS Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach 
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz 
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

flooring

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive
BKD Farm Quad

Contact Ben 027 488 7019
benknoetze@gmail.com

R E PA I R  A N D  S E R V I C E
To all makes of farm Quads & Bikes

Free collection & deliveries in 25km 
Radius of Ngatea

Care and Repair +
automotive

clothing & merch
• Landscaping
•Footings & 
House Pads
+ much 
more

FREE 
Quotes 

Available

digger hire

When your grass gets tall we handle it all
• Lawn Mowing    • Edging & Trimming
• Green Waste & Rubbish Removal
• One-off & Regular Services
• No job too big or small – just give us a call!
• Servicing Your Area
• Same-day or next-day service available
• Affordable rates – free quotes!

027 285 4981 /  cutaahi@outlook.co.nz

CUTAA
HOME IMPROVEMENT

home improvementglass & glazing

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Even when customers of Wenzlick Auto-
motive are out of town, the team does 

its best to assist them if they should face 
any vehicle trouble while away.

That’s because auto experts have been a 
member of a nationwide repair workshop 
group called Automotive Solutions for 
around 25 years, owner Shane Wenzlick 
said.

“[If] one of our customers is travelling 
around the country and has any [vehicle] 
problems, we can find a member of the 
group in that area [to look after our client].

“[We’re] all really passionate about what 
we do, and aim to be top of the line with 
service.”

The group gets together a few times a 
year to chat and network so “you feel com-
fortable sending your customers to those 
people”, he said.

Two additions to the business that 
“worked quite well” for a lot of people, 
he said, was the online booking system 
through the website and also the introduc-
tion of Afterpay.

Prepared with the latest diagnostic equip-
ment to work on modern cars, Shane said 
the team aimed to give great customer 
service.

“Being in a small town, that counts for a 
lot, and that’s what we really try [to] do.”
DETAILS: Visit Wenzlick Automotive at 306 

‘Top of the line’ service
at Wenzlick Automotive

The team at Wenzlick Automotive is ready to 
help customers who seek mechanical repairs 
and maintenance, servicing and warrant of 
fitnesses.

Mary St, Thames from 8am to 5pm Mon-
day to Friday, or phone 07 868 6799. Fol-
low them on Facebook, search for Wen-
zlick Automotive Ltd.

By Davidda Hikatangata
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scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Soft-wash the exterior of your house, 
roof, patios, paths and driveway. 

For best Algae, Moss & Lichen treatment. 
We also clean exterior of windows, 

gutters and do general waterblasting 
Prompt local service with over 20 yrs experience 

Call for free quote
Andy Direct:  027 313 4386

or 0800 737 777 
or email: housewash@xtra.co.nz

HOUSEWASH
housewash

signs

CLASSIFIEDS 
- Deadline 5pm Thursday  2nd April due to Easter

www.tcdc.govt.nz 

 

 
 

Thames-Coromandel District Council  
Meetings – April 2026 

 
Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the 
following meetings, at the time of publishing, will be held during April 
2026. 
 
Council Meetings 
Ordinary Council 
Thursday 23 April 2026 - 09.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 515 
Mackay Street, Thames  
 
Committee Meetings  
Infrastructure and Finance Committee  
Thursday 30 April 2026 - 09.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 515 
Mackay Street, Thames  
 
Community Board Meetings 
Mercury Bay Community Board  
Wednesday 15 April 2025 - 09.00am, Mercury Bay Service Centre, 
10 Monk Street, Whitianga  
 
Tairua-Pāuanui community Board 
Monday 20 April 2026 – 10:00am, Pāuanui Community Hub, 
23 Centreway, Pāuanui 
 
Whangamata Community Board 
Tuesday 21 April 2026 – 10:00am, Whangamatā Service Centre, 
620 Port Road, Whangamatā  
 
Thames Community Board 
Wednesday 22 April 2026 - 10:00am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames  
 
Coromandel-Colville Community Board 
Tuesday 28 April 2026 - 09:00 am, Coromandel Service Centre, 
355 Kapanga Road, Coromandel  
 
Please visit www.tcdc.govt.nz/meetings for copies of Agendas and 
Minutes. 
 
A Lawrie 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
Thames-Coromandel District Council 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Death Notices
GILMOR, 
David Walter (Dave):
At Thames Hospital on 
24th March, 2026; his 
74th birthday. Dearly loved 
husband of Cheryl for 53 
years. Much loved father of 
Barry and Donna, Steven 
and Michelle, Kev and Kat. 
Loved Grandad of Adam and 
Jayda, Hayden and Laura, 
Kelita and Josh, Nevahn and 
Brooke, Shiloh, and Eleanor. 
Great-Grandad of Elliyus 
and Raine, and will be sadly 
missed by ‘Scruffy’.
A celebration of Dave’s 
life will be held at The 
Workingmen’s Club, 407 
Cochrane Street, Thames on 
Thursday 2nd April at 11am.

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Unfortunately 
sadly we have had 
to cancel Sunday’s 
meeting.

For Lease

Church Notice

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

For Sale
Firewood for sale. 
Pine. $100 per cube. 
Ph 027 385 2806

Grazing

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Heifer grazing 
available. 26 / 27 
season. Komata. Phone 
Keith Trembath MNZM 
07 862 6833 - 021 169 
4290

Wanted To Buy
Small Aluminium 
dinghy up to 12 FT, must 
be in good condition. 
NO trailer wanted. TEXT 
OR PH 0211387860  

Piano Tuner

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Storage

Public Notice

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

AGM
Upper Piako Wetlands

Management 
Association

7pm, 8th April
Kerepehi Bowls and 

Sports Club

Public Notices

Storage

FARMERS it’s fire 
season. Get your 
extinguishers checked 
for FREE. Call Richard 
027 933 2015. 20 
years experience. I 
also do smoke alarms.

CLARK, Rex Brunton:
Passed away peacefully at 
home (after a short illness), 
on 28th March, 2026. Loved 
husband of Verna for 60 
years. Loved Dad of Linda 
and Michael, Glennis and 
Colin. Proud Grandad of Erin, 
Daniel, Lexie, and Jasmin. 
Thank you to the hospice and 
nursing team for their care 
and support.
A private service for Rex will 
be held.



Rex Kelland, formerly of Kerepēhi, 
was around 17 years old when he 

broke the Hauraki Plains College senior 
boys one length freestyle race with a 
time of 15.10 seconds.

That was in 1979.
Earlier this month, after 47 years 

of years of holding the record, Rex 
dropped into his old stomping ground 
to meet 16-year-old Kingston Welsh, 
the young swimmer who recently broke 
the former record with a new time of 
14.56s.

“He [Kingston] didn’t break it by just 
a little bit - he broke it by quite a lot for 
what the record was just for one length 
freestyle,” Rex told The Profile.

“He didn’t break it by like a tenth, 

he broke it by half a  second which is 
pretty amazing. He really smashed the 
thing. More power to him, he seems 
like he’s really going places,” he said.

“I still like swimming but after I left 
school, I got an apprenticeship with 
a post office workshop in my role as a 
mechanic.”

The 64-year-old mechanic said he 
got into hot rods and classic cars and 
“I never put a foot in the water for like 
seven years, and yet up until then I was 
training 13 times a week”.

The car fanatic now lives in Modesto, 
California, in the United States and op-
erates a classic car restoration business 
called Kiwi Classics. 

He said he came back to New Zealand 
for a lot of big car events.

NEED STAFF? 
GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

Advertise in The Valley Profile 
and get results!

Phone Nikki: 022 130 3885 
Phone Davidda: 022 174 3988
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CLASSIFIEDS Continued
Trades

Builders

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

Painters
HAURAKI REGIONAL 

PAINTERS
Over 12 years 

experience, interior/
exterior. Refs available. 

Free quotes. 
Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

We are looking for 
tractor, car & bike 
mechanics to join 

our team.
Some experience would 

be an advantage but 
training will be given to 
the right applicant, and 

WoF ticket is preferable.
If you’re reliable and a 

team player 
send your CV to 

miles@hpmotors.co.nz 
or ph 027 227 1121 

for a chat.

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned now
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

Situations Vacant
Due to our membership 

growth we are looking for a 
bar manager and bar person 

who lives in the district to 
work at the Ohinemuri Club 
in Paeroa. Approximately 25 

plus hours per week and must 
be able to work Saturdays.  

Please email CV 
to the Manager 

ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz 
or drop it into the club. 

The Paeroa Community Support Trust (PCST) 
(website pc.org.nz) is a ‘not for profit’ based on 
Christian ethos and values, based in Paeroa.

We are looking for a qualified and highly motivated 
leader who shares our values to oversee our staff 
and volunteers across the programs and services 
of the PCST (30 - 35 hours per week).

Our ideal candidate will have:
· Staff management experience
· Energy, enthusiasm and imagination to design 
  and develop child / youth programs
· Funding experience
· A desire to make a difference to our community

A position description is available on request from 
the Hauraki Resource Centre phone 07 8626110. 
Applications including a CV and cover letter should 
be emailed to admin@pc.org.nz

Closing date: Friday 10th April 2026

PCST Manager

New Zealand Aged Care Services is seeking an experienced and motivated
Care Home Manager to lead our Ohinemuri Lifecare facility in Paeroa.

This is a hands-on leadership role where you will oversee daily operations,
lead a dedicated team, ensure high standards of care, and manage budgets
and compliance.

WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR:
Experience in aged care or healthcare management (or ready to step up)
Strong leadership and people management skills
Sound understanding of compliance and care standards
Ability to work in a fast-paced, varied environment

WHAT WE OFFER:
Competitive salary
Supportive, close-knit team
A role where you truly make a difference

ABOUT US:
 We operate 13 care homes and 8 villages nationwide, combining growth with
a strong people-first culture.

Location: Paeroa
Monday–Friday role + on-call component
Website: www.nzagedcare.co.nz

Apply now by emailing: people@nzagedcare.co.nz 
or phoning 09 218 4563

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Logging Truck Driver
Full Time position 

in the Hauraki Area.
Must be punctual, 
honest & reliable.

Hold a current Class 5 License.
Logging experience preferred 

but not essential.
Please phone Chris 
on 0210 229 3626.
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CASUAL RETAIL 
ASSISTANT 

required for Mainly 
Casual Thames. Must be 
available to work every 

2nd Saturday and on call 
to cover sick leave and 

annual leave. Send CV to 
mainlycasual3@gmail.com 
or pop in to the store on 

Pollen St.

SPORTS Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Freestyle legends meet
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Former HPC record holder Rex Kelland meets new record holder Kingston Welsh.     Photo: SUPPLIED
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Acute, 4 Make a beeline for, 14 Flare, 15 Spare, 16 Thermostat, 17 Cocoa, 19 Dew, 20 Pendant,
21 Newsprint, 22 Apathy, 25 Certainty, 27 Bedlam, 28 Harden, 33 Scrupulous, 35 Cue, 36 Anchor, 37 Core,
39 Aim, 41 Penalty, 42 Bedeck, 43 Estranged, 44 Upset, 45 Carefree, 50 Up, 51 Animator, 55 Stein, 58
Affidavit, 59 Hikers, 60 Escaped, 61 Sue, 63 Hurl, 64 Regret, 65 All, 66 Simulating, 68 Theory, 69 Florid,
71 Fortitude, 76 Cannon, 77 Obstinate, 79 Condemn, 81 Sir, 84 Taste, 85 Immaterial, 86 Appal, 87 Movie,
88 Pipped at the post, 89 Shaky.

DOWN: 2 Copied, 3 Tired, 5 Ache, 6 Earnest, 7 Browse, 8 Enter, 9 Intoned, 10 Etch, 11 Occupy, 12 Bandy,
13 Between, 14 Factual, 18 Instructor, 23 Pivot, 24 Hatchet, 26 Emulate, 27 Break-up, 29 Drought, 30
Eczema, 31 Scree, 32 Cotton, 34 Shed, 36 Amass, 38 Elder, 40 Calm, 45 Clash, 46 Referee, 47 Fade, 48
Envied, 49 Feast, 50 Unheard, 52 Insulation, 53 Adapted, 54 Oceans, 55 Startle, 56 Skill, 57 Arms, 62
Smuts, 67 Granite, 68 Twosome, 70 Rebuild, 72 Outcrop, 73 Bonsai, 74 Snatch, 75 Embark, 76 Crave, 78
Tempt, 80 Depth, 82 Kelp, 83 Mars.

264

ACROSS
1 Working out (7)
4 Defamatory (10)
9 Mounted troops (7)
13 Hankering (4)
14 Leave (6)
15 Mountain-top (6)
16 Satisfied (7)
19 Of language (10)
20 Voraciously hungry
(8)
21 Peer (5)
24 Ledger entry (6)
25 Tracked down (6)
27 Sabre-rattler (9)
32 Wrong (8)
33 Airless (6)
34 Stress (7)
38 Armoured glove (8)
39 Milled (6)
40 Girder (4)
41 Feather pen (5)
42 Horse (5)
45 Meet with no
response (4,2,4,4)
52 Psalm (anag)(5)
55 Body organ (5)
56 Dirty fog (4)
57 Took a break (6)
58 Paltry (8)
61 Distorted (7)
62 Rolled document
(6)
63 Fall down (8)
66 Bearable (9)
68 Authoritative
decision (6)
69 Turns aside (6)
73 Rogue (5)
74 Kept back (8)

76 Robot-like (10)
81 Certificate (7)
82 Film theatre (6)
83 Seafarer (6)
84 Desire (4)
85 Not going (7)
86 Sexually
unrestrained (10)
87 Varied (7)

DOWN
1 Stationary (5)
2 One with permit to
sell alcoholic drinks (8)
3 Lubricate (6)
4 Hindu teacher (5)
5 Italian wine (4)
6 Wished for (7)
7 Take away (6)
8 Alliance (5)
10 Sailor’s shout (4)
11 Old object (7)
12 Airstrip (6)
17 Caused to feel
shame (10)
18 Feigned pass (5)
22 Plot outline (8)
23 Beginning (5)
24 Alters (7)
26 Garden tool (4)
28 Good-natured (7)
29 Stifle (anag)(6)
30 Arctic plain (6)
31 Shapeless lump (6)
33 Sea inlet (5)
35 Steam bath (5)
36 Air (4)
37 Impartial (4)
43 Tossed (6)

44 Lives (anag)(5)
46 Ground forces (4)
47 Correctly reasoned
(7)
48 Restricted (6)
49 Painter’s stand (5)
50 Savagely (8)
51 Small river (6)
52 Death-preventing
(10)
53 Principal (4)
54 Gives a sign to (7)
59 First appearance
(5)
60 Open pastry (4)
64 Fundamental (5)
65 Comfortable seat
(8)
67 Newness (7)
68 Glowing brightly (7)
70 Sign up (6)
71 Cross out (6)
72 Body-wrap (6)
75 Caribbean country
(5)
77 Goes out (5)
78 Loose-limbed (5)
79 Portent (4)
80 Capital of Norway
(4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 551KaiauaRoad

40.989ha

AskingPrice $1,499,000+GST(if any)
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Land, income&potentialwith iconicviews
Offeredto themarket for the first time inover 100years; a lifestyleand landholdingopportunitywhere ruralbeauty
meetscoastal charm.Seton40ha(moreor less), thepropertyoffersexpansiveviewsacross theFirthofThames to
theCoromandelRanges.Around20haofwell-fencedrollingpasture iscomplementedbyapproximately20haof
establishednativebush.Elevatedareasprovidemultiplepremiumbuildingsiteswithstunningpanoramicoutlooks.
Currently leased, the landoffers immediate incomeor theoption tomanagestockyourself. Just fiveminutes from
Kaiauavillage,enjoy ruralprivacyclose to fishing, local amenitiesandthecoast.Great locationwithstrongpotential.

bayleys.co.nz/2630187

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatangi 410cMangatangiRoad

4.32ha 5 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 16Apr2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View3-3.45pmSun5Apr& 10-10.45amMon13Apr
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Bringthe familyandthehorses
Setwellback fromthe roadon4.32hectare (moreor less), thispropertycentresonspace,outlook, andenduring
materials. The215sqm(moreor less)Hinuerastonebrickhomecarriesa reassuringsenseof strengthwithin its
Mangatangi setting.Widebi-folddoorsdrawmorningsun into the livingareaswhile framingexpansivecountryviews.
Theopen-plan layoutconnects livingandkitchenspaceswithease.Themasterbedroomincludesanensuite,while
three furtherbedroomsandanofficeshare the familybathroom.Outside, adoublegarageaddsconvenience.Post
andrail fencingshapes the land,established fruit treesoffer seasonalharvest, andconcrete-flooredstablescater for
horses.

bayleys.co.nz/2630190
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Maramarua 528MonumentRoad

284.9825ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Tue 12May2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed1Apr
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Provenproduction,primeposition
Bridging townandcountry, this284hectare (moreor less)propertyspans four titlesandhasproducedupto 135,000
kgMS.Afurther80hectares (moreor less)couldbemilked,offeringscopeto liftproductionandscale theoperation.
Infrastructurecentresonawell-spec’d30asideherringbonedairyshed, supportedbya fivebay implementshed,calf
shedandadditional shedding.Water is sourcedviabore,withamixof flat, rollingandhill contouronMaramaruaclay
loamsoils.Pukekoheprovidesnearbyday-to-dayservices, supermarketsand farmsupplies.Thepropertyhas
convenient links towardAucklandandthewiderWaikato.

bayleys.co.nz/2630213

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatarata 3629StateHighway2andCoxheadRoad

98ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu23Apr2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1-2pmWed1Apr&Wed8Apr
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Scale, structureandseriouspotential
Seton99.48ha(moreor less), thiswell-balanced farmoffersproductivegrazing,establishedpasture,matureshelter
treesandastreamthatnaturally shapespaddocks.Central racesalloweasystockmovement,whileelevatedareas
capturewideviewsacross theThamesValley to theHaurakiGulf. Structuredasa farmparkwith22unit titles (four
alreadysold), thepropertyoffers theoption tocontinue farmingwhile releasingsectionsover timeorcomplete the
development. Infrastructure includesawoolshed,utility shed, twohaybarns, stockyardsand loadingramp,plusa four-
bedroomHuntlybrickhomewithsleepoutandreliableborewater supply.

bayleys.co.nz/2630217



22 THE VALLEY PROFILE, March 31, 2026   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

bayleys.co.nz

Ngatea 15BennerDrive

5 2 2 2
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
11am,Fri 24Apr2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.30amSun5Apr&2-2.30pmSun 12Apr
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Quality, spaceand lifestylecombined
Thiswell-designed2005brickhome(approx.203sqm)offers spacious,practical family livingwithplentyofgarden
shedding inanestablishedneighbourhood. Itsopen-plankitchen,diningand livingarea flowtooutdoorspaces ideal
forentertaining.The layout includesamaster suitewithensuiteandwalk-inwardrobe,additionalbedroomswith
storage, anda flexible fifth roomforofficeorguests.Comfort isensuredwithheatpumps,HRVand insulation.Setona
generous 1,214sqm(moreor less) sectionwithplayhouseand fencing, it’sperfect for familiesand furry friends.
Located inNgātea, itprovideseasyaccess toamenities, schoolingandCoromandelbeaches.

bayleys.co.nz/2630222

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Maramarua 650FallsRoad

62.18ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu23Apr2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.45amWed1Apr&4.30-5pmSun5Apr
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Entry-level supportorgrazingblock
Twotitlescombine to form62.18hectares (moreor less)of rollinghill countrysuited to run-offorgrazing.Currently
supportingaround70steersandheifers, the landhascapacity tocarrymore. It iswell fenced intoeightpaddocksand
supportedbyawoolshed,yards, and loadingrace.There is scopeto furtherdevelopthepropertyand liftproductivity
over time.The landsuitsdairyordrystockgrazing,with roomtoestablishahomesetamonggardensandnative
plantings.Nearby townshipsaregainingmomentum, just 15kmfromTeKauwhataand23kmfromPokeno,both
offeringeverydayamenities.Positionedwithin theGoldenTriangle, central toAuckland,Hamilton, andthe
Coromandelcoast.

bayleys.co.nz/2630214
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Thames 111VictoriaStreet

4 2 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu23Apr2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View2-2.30pmMon6Aprorbyappointment
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Centralescapewithseaandbushviews–Auction
Actquickly -amotivatedvendor iscommitted todownsizing,presentinga rareopportunity tosecure thiselevated
1,323sqm(moreor less)property.This immaculatelymaintainedhomeenjoysapeaceful, privatesettingsurrounded
bymature trees,birdsong,andsweepingbushandoceanviews.Spanningover 196sqm(moreor less)across three
levels, thehomeoffers flexible family livingwithopenplankitchen,dining, andtwogenerous lounges flowingtowrap-
arounddecking.Threebedroomsaresupportedbyabrand-newfamilybathroom,separate toilet, anddedicated
laundrywithadditional toilet,while themaster retreat features itsowndeckandstylishnewensuite.

bayleys.co.nz/2180854

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Whitianga 1ALeeStreet

1,286sqm 952sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 1pm,Fri 17Apr2026
1MonkStreet,Whitianga
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Destination-drivenmulti tenanted-asset
• Cinema, liquorand fitness tenants
• Diversified large-format rental income
• $152,280.50paplusGST&outgoings

Located in theheartofWhitianga, thisestablishedmulti-tenantedcommercialpropertyat 1aLeeStreet returns
$152,280.50+GSTandoutgoingsperannum.Anchoredbyacinema, liquor retailerand full-servicegym, theasset
offersdiversified incomefromprovenoperatorsbenefiting fromstrongdestination-drivenpatronage.Alow-
maintenance investmentwithstablecash flowandbroadtenantappeal.

bayleys.co.nz/2202181
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Free local delivery applies on purchases of $999 and above, within a 15 m radius.*

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY*

nd a 5kmwit

EVERY PURCHASE WINS SOMETHING!

UPGRADE YOUR SLEEP FOR LESS! AND YOU MIGHT NOT PAY AT ALL.

PILLOWS

MATTRESS PROTECTOR

SLEEP BUNDLE WORTH

FREE
FREE
FREE $500

SLEEP BUNDLE WORTH

$500

WIN YOUR

PURCHASE

BACK!

SPIN
THE

WHEELWIN YOU
R

PURCH
ASE

BACK!

GRAND
PRIZE:

BEDSALE
65%
OFF

UP TO

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Free local delivery applies on purchases of $1099 and above, within 15km radius*

Each customer is entitled to one spin only. Beds4U reserve the right to amend any
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Thames High’s Fynn Paki, year 10, zooms in the 100m race.                                    Photos: SUPPLIED

Mercury Bay Area School’s Ella Adlam, 13.
Waihī College’s Trent Ewing in the 
triple jump.

Leaps and bounds
Athletes from high schools across the Thames Valley 
touched down at the Paeroa Domain on March 11 
for a day of athletic competition. The Thames Valley 
Secondary Schools Athletics event saw students 
sprint, leap, throw and give it their best shot-put.

Toby Kemble of Hauraki Plains College breaks the Intermediate Boys High 
Jump record with 1.87m.

Mercury Bay Area School’s Daniel 
Vaughan, 14, in the javelin throw.

Thames High’s Annie Perret of Year 
13 takes a leap.

SPORTS Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz


