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Hollywood
debut for
LETEHELELC
kid

Josua Tuivavalagi
makes his film debut
alongside Jason
Momoa and other
Hollywood stars.
Photo: PRIME VIDEO

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Josua Tuivavalagi was around 10 years
old when he discovered his love of act-
ing.

“My parents introduced me to theatre,
like stage school and then I just started get-
ting into it - I just found a passion for it,”
the young actor from Karangahake told The
Profile.

A shift from stage to screen acting took
place after he watched a movie and said he
realised “I want to be like these guys”.

The rest was history.

It’s what makes his recent news one for
the books: his official film debut.

Now 16, Josua has made his official debut
in the action-comedy movie The Wrecking

Zero to Hero — Recycle, Recycle
po—

— 4'
— N7

Y %

Crew, which was released on Prime Video
on January 28. When he found out his fi-
nal audition secured him the part, he was
“overjoyed”. “I didn’t think I would get it. I
kind of had other things on my mind at the
time. It was such an amazing feeling.”

But it doesn’t end there.

The budding star was cast alongside Hol-
Iywood greats such as Jason Momoa, Dave
Bautista, Temuera Morrison, Maia Kealoha,
Frankie Adams and Roimata Fox.

“I was pretty star-struck when I met all of
them. I was really nervous,” he said.

Jason was jamming on the bass guitar
when the young actor, who is also a year-12
student at Paeroa College, walked into the
trailer and met his co-stars.

After spending lots of time working with
the actors “you just get to know them and
they’re the nicest people ever”, the young
thespian said.

It took around four weeks to film the
movie, he said, which took place in New
Zealand and Hawaii.

He practiced his script by running lines in
front of the mirror to see his facial expres-
sions and also learned a tip for a scene that
involved crying, he said.

“The secret for that was to get super tired
and then yawn and then tears would just
start coming out,” he said.

“The first two takes, it was like, I got tears
flowing, but then [for] the rest, I kind of ran
dry after that.”
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He said the humility of his coworkers was
something that stood out to him.

“I noticed that Dave [Bautista], he is such
a humble, reserved, nice, kind guy.

“And he doesn’t flex anything. He’s just
there and he’s acting and you can feel the
passion with him. And I got that from all of
the actors. They’re all just doing their jobs,”
he said.

There was a significant moment he
shared with Dave Bautista, who is known
for various roles such as Drax from the
Marvel Cinematic Universe and Rabban
from Dune, as well as a former professional
wrestling career. “There was one really
good memory. I was with Dave and we were

CONTINUED ON P2
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Karangahake kid takes on Hollywood

CONTINUED FROM P1

filming a scene by the barbecue and we just
had the meanest chat ever,” he said. “We
talked about his wrestling career and acting
and how he grew up. We just had a deep
talk pretty much about just life in general.”

It was clear the experience enriched
Josua’s vision. “It was just awesome to
hear from him and all the experiences, how
he grew up in the slums and how he went
from that to a famous actor. He’s the best,”
he said. “Dave is the coolest. That’s who I
aspire to be.”

He said the times that challenged him the
most were waiting for scenes to begin and
waiting for the movie to be released.

But it was the “constant support” from
his parents, Ti1 and Roshan, that encour-
aged him on his path.

While on set, Temuera Morrison shared
wisdom, “good talks” and inspiration, he
said. When it came to watching the film,
Josua said he’d only seen it once when he
went along with four family members to a
private screening with all the cast and crew.

“I think I'm one of those people who
don’t really like watching themselves.”

His friends told him he did a “good job”
and they were “super proud” of him but
also kept him grounded by “just making
fun of me for it”, he said. “I'm happy that
people don’t treat me like I'm a super-star.
It’s just normal. Everyone is just treating
me like how I usually am treated. I'm happy
about that.”

Something that wasn’t filmed was a pre-
tend jam session he had on set with Jason

Josua, left, shares a scene with co-stars Jason Momoa, Frankie Adams, Temuera Morrison, Dave
Bautista and Roimata Fox in The Wrecking Crew. BELOW: Josua at home in Karangahake.

Momoa. “I remember we were just jam-
ming out because there was this one scene
we had to do. I pretended to do guitar and
he pretended to do the bass.”

While it was make-believe, Josua is in
fact a musician and played the guitar. “I'm
planning on starting a band, we've played a
few songs already, but hopefully I can keep
pursuing that. I quite like music.”

He is also a keen kickboxer and foot-
baller, but Josua is determined to follow his
passion for acting. “I feel like I need to do
more. I hope that the jobs will keep com-
ing,” he said. He also wants to connect with
more people in the industry.

- Jll

“I want to meet other actors and just
learn from them ... gain their knowledge
and then see what I can improve on myself
with that knowledge,” he said. “I'm excited
to try new things with my acting.”
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but none were classified as men-

Waihi residents push tor better dog control

By ALICE PARMINTER

Waihi man has raised con-
erns about roaming dogs,
saying walkers are increasingly
being menaced by off-leash ani-
mals.

Wayne Griffiths has lived in
Waihi for four years, and goes on
daily walks with his wife. But in
the past few months, it’s become
a dangerous pastime, he told The
Profile. “The wife has been at-
tacked four times,” Wayne said.

“They haven’t drawn blood yet,
but they've knocked her to the
ground. One of the dogs... tried to
drag her off the footpath - it was
lucky that she had a loose-fitting
jacket. It actually jumped over a
fence, grabbed hold of her clothes,
and then tried to pull her back to-
wards the property.”

In another incident, Wayne said
his wife was cornered in the Victo-
ria Park public toilets.

“Somebody decided to let their
dog go in - [it] started barking and
1g1 rowling at her so she had to lock

erself in one of the cubicles. And
the owner of the dog didn’t seem
to think there was a problem with
that.”

Wayne said there needed to be
more accountability for inconsid-
erate dog owners, and thought it
would only be a matter of time
before someone was seriously
injured. “There’s no considera-
tion. It’s just ignorance and arro-
gance... We've just had a gutsful.”

His comments come in the
wake of similar issues in North-
land, where a woman was recently
mauled to death by a pack of
roaming dogs. Mihiata Te Rore’s
death in Kaihu on February 17

Residents speak up about roaming dogs, left, Wayne Griffiths wants owners to keep their pets under control.

prompted nationwide calls for im-
proved dog control enforcement
guidelines. Local government
minister Simon Watts told 1News
the Department of Internal Affairs
was working on updated guide-
lines expected to be issued by the
third quarter of 2026.

Wayne said he was aware of oth-
er people in Waihi, many of them
elderly, who also had concerns.

“We've had a bit of a conversa-
tion with five elderly ladies with
their small dogs, and they’re car-
rying these aluminium walking
sticks,” he said.

“Their sole reason for those
walking sticks is to fend dogs off
that are not on leashes or are not
in control of the owners. One of
the ladies has actually had a dog
attacked and had to be put down,
by a dog that was unleashed.”

Wayne said there were also plac-
es where fed-up people painted
reminders about dog 1l:1ws to dis-
courage irresponsible behaviour.

Meanwhile, social media shows
multiple posts about roaming dogs
in Waihi over the last few months.

“Two dogs down river, no collar
or leads,” read one post; “dogs on

SUPPLIED

[the] street, owners please come
and get them they are circling my
property,” read another.

Many of the posts referenced
cats which had been injured or
mauled to death by loose dogs.

Hauraki District Council said
it received 57 complaints about
roaming dogs and dog-related in-
cidents in the Waihi Ward between
November 1 and January 31.

Twelve of the incidents involved
dogs attacking other animals, and
one involved a dog attacking a per-
son. Council said the roaming dogs
were of various breeds and sizes,

acing or dangerous.

Following the incidents, the
dog that attacked a person was
euthanised; eight dogs were im-
pounded; seven were returned to
their owners after registration and
fees were completed; and one dog,
which was not collected, is being
considered for adoption.

A council spokesperson said
dog owners were expected to keep
their animals on a leash in all pub-
lic places, except for designated
dog exercise areas. Dogs must also
be under continuous control.

“Council encourages anyone
experiencing problems with dogs
to report them,” the spokesper-
son said. “Every dog-related com-
plaint reported to council is fully
investigated. Action is taken in
line with the Dog control Act 1996
and depends on the severity of the
incident and whether the owner
has previous offences.”

Meanwhile, Wayne is still tak-
ing regular walks, and said he
had taken it upon himself to
make a stand against irresponsi-
ble dog owners, saying he’s now
on a “first-name basis” with local
animal rangers. “We’ve had a few
altercations where dogs were at-
tacking other dogs... So I've gone
to their rescue, and then I've been
accused [and insulted],” he said.

“And you don’t want to keep
having a confrontation with them.

“But when they walk towards us
the wife is in fear because the dogs
[keep] attacking her.

“And she’s got a human right to
walk around the same areas. You
shouldn’t have to walk around
armed to the teeth just to go for a
general walk around the village.”

Public Arts Funding

Applications close 4pm Monday 16 March 2026

The Hauraki District Council recognises the role art plays in making our
public places energising, interesting and inviting. We have developed
a Council Public Arts Policy and assigned annual funding to contribute

towards this.

There is one funding round per year, where up to $30,000 is made
available via the Public Arts Fund for applicants proposing to create
and display Public Arts (either in a Public Place, or on private land in the
Public Realm). Projects must meet the criteria of the Public Arts Policy.

Learn more and download the application guide and

form from our website https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.
nz/community/grants-funding or pick up a form in our

service centres.

P 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 (free within District) info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz
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Recidivist shoplifter
arrested, faces 20 charges

By ALICE PARMINTER

umerous hours of scouring

video footage has led to the
arrest of a woman in relation to
retail crimes in Thames.

On February 23, Police arrest-
ed and charged a 52-year-old
woman following multiple shop-
lifting incidents dating back over
the past month.

“This type of offending, espe-
cially at this large scale, has a
big negative impact on our local
businesses and I'm pleased with
this outcome,” Eastern Wai-
kato area commander Inspector
Mike Henwood said.

The woman was due to ap-
pear in Thames District Court
on February 24, charged with
20 counts of wilful trespass, and
two counts of speaking threaten-
ingly.

“I commend the tenacious
work of local Police staff to pull
these, and other investigations,
together to prosecute offenders,”
Inspector Henwood said.

“Recidivist retail thieves are
not tolerated - by business own-
ers, their honest customers, or
Police - and this highlights Po-
lice’s commitment to target and
hold these offenders to account.”

The Thames Business Associ-
ation said its members were re-
lieved to see action taken against

“The impact... drives
up costs, affects staff
morale, and ultimately
puts pressure on al-
ready tight margins
for small and family-
owned businesses.”

- Thames Business Association

repeat shoplifting offenders.

“While any single theft might
seem small from the outside, the
reality for retailers and service
providers is that the impact is
ongoing and personal... it drives
up costs, affects staff morale,
and ultimately puts pressure on
already tight margins for small
and family-owned businesses, as
well as creating a less welcoming
environment for customers,” the
association told The Profile.

“In recent months several
members have had to issue tres-
pass notices to repeat offenders,
including individuals targeting
multiple shops in shoplifting
sprees on our main street. These
experiences leave business own-
ers and their teams feeling vul-
nerable and worn down, not just
financially but personally.”

The association said other
types of retail crime, including
repeated break-ins and vandal-

ism, were also a growing con-
cern for businesses.

“The Goldmine Experience
has been broken into and van-
dalised multiple times recently,
schools groundskeeping equip-
ment taken, a local midwife had
her birthing equipment stolen.
These are not victimless crimes
- they directly affect the services
and heritage our community re-
lies on.

“Local businesses have come
together to support each other
and work constructively with
Police. Through the Thames
Business Association’s Bizwatch
network, members share infor-
mation about suspicious activi-
ty, offenders, and security issues
in real time.

“This collaboration helps busi-
nesses protect themselves and
gives Police valuable intelligence
toacton.”

The association said it appre-
ciated the local police commit-
ment to addressing the issue,
but said the strongest response
required businesses to stand to-
gether.

“We encourage local busi-
nesses to join the Thames Busi-
ness Association and sign up to
the Bizwatch network so they
can stay informed and help
strengthen the collective re-
sponse to crime in our town.”

Don’t cut yourself short: why
Just surviving’ isn’t the goal

By MICHAEL WILKES

What do you
dream of
for your future?

Not the ver-
sion you give
in interviews
or when your auntie asks at
Christmas — the real one.

The one that lights a fire in
your gut. The one you’ve maybe
pushed aside because it feels
too much or not realistic right
now.

Too often, we cut ourselves
short. We lower the bar before
we’ve even taken a swing.

I was at an academic awards
night not long ago, surrounded
by high-achieving teens.

One student I chatted to was
razor-focused — it was top of
the class or failure. It sounded
intense, but you could tell he
was going places.

The other students laughed
at his mindset... until I turned
the question to them.

One answered: “I just want to
be average.”

Not sarcastically. That was
the goal — to just get by. Now
hear me out: there’s nothing
wrong with being content.

But if your vision is purely
survival, to just coast through
with minimum effort, you’re
setting yourself up for a differ-
ent kind of pain — the pain of

regret.

It’s the slow burn of knowing
you could have done more, but
didn’t.

Sure, aiming high can come
with pressure. But aiming low
can come with a lifetime of
wondering “what if?”

Les Brown says it best:
“Choose easy, life gets hard.
Choose hard, life gets easy.”

Effort doesn’t guarantee the
top spot — but it does shape
who you become. The student
who aims for the top will likely
still land somewhere remark-
able. The one aiming for “just
okay” might land somewhere
lower than hoped.

We don’t have to be the best.
But we should give it our best.

So what about you?

What’s the big, bold dream
that scares you just enough to
feel exciting again? The one
you've shelved while life got
busy? Maybe it’s time to pick it
up again.

And if you're not sure where
to start — grab a copy of The
Unschooled Life.

It might just help you find the
spark again.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support his local youth
work or follow stories and insights, find
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his

book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

Connecting communities

Changes to your electricity distribution charges

From 1 April 2026, our electricity delivery charges in your region
will increase by an average of 9.3%.

As your local lines company, we're here to provide
safe and reliable electricity to your door. o do that,
we continually invest in our network of lines, cables,
substations and other assets.

This ensures we meet your electricity supply needs

now and in the future.

We update our prices on 1 April each year to reflect

Average electricity bill

The impact on your electricity bill will depend on how
and when you use electricity, and how your retailer
chooses to structure how they pass on our charges

on to you.

Distribution

We're regulated by the Commerce Commission

to ensure we provide quality supply at a fair price.
Recently the Commission set how much revenue
we can earn through our customer charges for the

the cost of operating and investing in the network.
We also pass on Transpower’s transmission costs to
use the national grid. Together, these charges make
up around 37% of your power bill.

period 1 April 2025 — 31 March 2030.

Revenue allowances have increased because
inflation, costs and interest rates have changed

since the last review in 2019. Customer demand for
electricity is also growing as Aotearoa reduces its
carbon footprint and we need to invest more to meet

This year's change is a combination of:

Change Weighting Result !
this demand.
Distribution  5.3% x  75% = 4.0% ) . )
The full breakdown of your new prices is available on
Transmission  21.2% X 25% = 5.3% i
° © ° Non_P;gfrce(; Transmission our website powerco.co.nz.
Total 9.3% 9

Visit: powerco.co.nz/electricitypricing

or scan the QR code.

@ POWER<o
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New ute strengthens fire response

By KELLEY TANTAU

he Tahuna Volunteer Fire

Brigade has marked a ma-
jor milestone with the unveil-
ing of its new first response
4WD ute, the largest single fi-
nancial project the brigade has
ever undertaken.

Brigade spokesperson Meg-
an Potter said the unveiling of
the ute on February 22 - com-
plete with smoke, sirens, and
flashing lights - was a proud
moment made even more
meaningful by sharing it with
those who helped bring the
project to life.

“It's  incredibly = reward-
ing and something we’re im-
mensely proud of,” she said.

“The unveiling evening was
about more than just a vehicle
- it was about celebrating the
strength, generosity, and spirit
of our rural community.”

The project began in August,
2025, after receiving approval
from Fire and Emergency New
Zealand, with fundraising
gaining momentum over the
following months.

“From the first donation
through to reaching our fun-
draising target by the end of
January, 2026, it’s been an in-
tense but incredibly successful
few months,” she said.

The final cost of the vehicle
was yet to be finalised.

Megan told The Profile the
ute was a “vital addition” for
the brigade’s response capabil-
ity.
“While our main fire engine
provides excellent firefighting

capacity, its size and low clear-
ance limits access in rural and
offroad environments. The new
4WD ute gives us the ability to
respond quickly, safely, and ef-
ficiently in terrain where larger
appliances simply can’t go.”
The ute would primarily be
used for medical emergencies,

rural accidents, and offroad in-
cidents, she said. It will also be
useful in situations where ac-
cess is limited.

“Recent callouts have shown
just how essential a smaller,
capable offroad vehicle is for
reaching patients and trans-
porting equipment close to the
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scene,” Megan said.

“Our crews are regularly dis-
patched to medical callouts
alongside ambulance services,
where speed is absolutely criti-
cal. In rural areas, every minute
matters - especially when ur-
gent first aid is required.”

Megan said the project would

not have been possible with-
out involvement from donors,
supporters, and suppliers, and
that the level of generosity the
brigade received had been “in-
credible”.

“[Our supporters] were ab-
solutely crucial - this project
simply would not exist without
them.

“This is a community-fund-
ed, brigade-owned vehicle, and
the level of generosity we've
received has been incredible.
From individual donors and lo-
cal businesses to suppliers who
went above and beyond, every-
one played a part.”

She also commended the bri-
ade’s “dedicated committee”
or putting in “countless hours

researching vehicle options,
co-ordinating fundraising,
managing communications
and overseeing the fit-out”.

Ultimately, Megan said the
brigade’s message to support-
ers was simple.

“Our message is a very sin-
cere thank you. Your support
has made a real, tangible dif-
ference to the safety of both
our firefighters and the wider
community.

“This ute will serve Tahuna
and surrounding districts for
many years to come, and every
response it attends will be a re-
minder of the generosity and
trust placed in us,” she said.

“The success of this project is
a direct reflection of what can
be achieved when a community
comes together to support its
volunteers.”
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Drowning takes place at Mackaytown Sch

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

argaret Dodd was busy in

her Mackaytown garden
on a January morning in 1882
and didn’t notice that her two
daughters, both under three
years old, had disappeared.

Mackaytown had seven years
previously been at the centre of
the opening of the Ohinemuri
goldfield but after initial en-
thusiasm the hoped for riches
had not panned out.

Within days hundreds of
miners rolled up their swags
and left.

A few months later those left
at Mackaytown offered a re-
ward for the discovery a pass-
able track which could be made
into a good dray road from
Mackaytown to the diggings at
Waitekauri. The challenge was
taken up with great spirit and
exploring parties formed. Mar-
garet’s future husband, Wil-
liam, an Englishman known as
Bill, had been one of the hope-
ful trailblazers. A party headed

Rain had filled the cellar of a School house.

by Te Watene accomplished the
task, finding a line that took
two hours and 10 minutes to
traverse scrambling through
the bush. Once cleared the dis-
tance would be shortened by
a mile. But it became a matter
of dispute between Te Watene
and Bill Dodd who claimed to
have blazed the same track for
the greater part of the way. The
reward ultimately went to Te
Watene.

In 1878 Bill and Margaret
married, Bill being somewhat
of a jack of all trades work-
ing variously over the years as
a miner, labouring on council
roading and animal control
contracts, and issuing dog li-
cences. Life would be difficult
for them but Bill was enterpris-

Photo: SUPPLIED

ing, the potatoes he grew once
being good enough to send to
shows for exhibition.

December 1880 found Bill on
the steep hills of the Te Aroha
goldfield where he was knocked
senseless by a five pound boul-
der.

It had been loosened by two
visitors descending the spur.
His mates carried him to Mr
Denby, chemist, where his
wound was plastered up, leav-
ing him off work for a week.

Margaret stayed at Mackay-
town while Bill travelled for
work, the settlement now de-
serted, all the pomp and glory
gone, with only a few houses to
be seen. The Dodds lived not
far from the school house and
it was from there that Margaret

suddenly heard screaming. She
ran towards the school discov-
ering her two children in a cel-
lar at the side of the building,
floating in water. The rains of
previous days had filled the
cellar to a depth of about 4ft. It
appeared Elizabeth had fallen
into the water and Esther gone
in to help her. Elizabeth, who
had her first birthday eight
days before, could not be re-
suscitated.

An inquest found that Eliza-
beth had drowned through
accidentally falling into an un-
protected cellar.

The jury said that great
blame lay with the school au-
thorities for neglecting to have
the cellar filled in, as stagnant
water lying under the school
was not conducive to health,
besides the danger of children
being drowned in it.

The Dodds had several more
children before Bill died at 57
from heart failure in 1893.

The Paeroa and Thames
Burns clubs, a society dedicat-
ed to celebrating the Scottish
poet Robbie Burns, held an en-
tertainment to raise funds for
Margaret and the children.

Mackaytown School burned
down in 1886 and a new school
was established at Karanga-
hake, which became a mining
centre.

Elizabeth was likely buried at
Shortland cemetery, Thames,
where William was later in-
terred.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter
1. “So no one told you life
was gonna be this way,” is the
opening line from the theme
tune for which TV show?
2. Basketball player Michael
Jordan starred in which movie in
1996, along with Bill Murray and
other players such as Larry Bird?
3. In slang termes, if you are
‘packing heat’, what are you
carrying on your person?
4. By definition, what is the
average vision score for a human
being when measuring in feet?
a) 20/20, b) 20/40, or c) 50/50?
5. The clothing terms balaclava,
cardigan and raglan sleeve all
originate from British military
needs during which war? a)
Crimean War, b) World War |, or
¢) World War II?
6. Who is the lead singer and
frontman of the band Cold
Chisel?
7. Asquabis aterm fora
juvenile (under 6 weeks old) of
which animal?
8. The two named highways
that pass through the town of
Paeroa, are State Highway 2 and
?

9. True or false: the herbs sage
and rosemary are closely related
taxonomically and are in the
same genus?
10. The organ known as the
thymus is primarily involved
with a) circulation, b) digestion,
or ¢) immunity?
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For all your catering needs, Weddings, Funerals,
Meetings, Team Building days, Parties,
any occasion you need catered.

50-Seat Function Room available
(Burton’s Out the Back)

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 022 380 9735

Email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
Website: burtoncatering.co.nz
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Purple poppies pay tribute in Thames

By KELLEY TANTAU

Thames held its very first Pur-
ple Poppy Day in February,
with the Thames Museum and
the RSA joining forces to mark
the occasion.

The event was held at the
Thames Museum site, home
to the Thames Central School
World War I Memorial Arch and
overlooked by the Peace Monu-
ment, and aimed to shine a light
on the often-overlooked role
animals played on the battlefield
and beyond.

Museum society chair Carolyn
McKenzie said the day worked
well, considering Purple Poppy
Day was still a relatively new
event nationwide.

“We would have liked more
people to come, of course, but
the people who were there - a
steady flow throughout the day
- certainly enjoyed it,” she said.

The museum created a purple
poppy field, with each poppy
telling the story of a different

TR T N e

animal involved in wartime ser-
vice, along with a ‘People and
Pets Wear Purple and/or Khaki’
competition.

Prizes were donated by a range
of local businesses including
Flowers on Pollen, Hauraki Vets,
Anexa Vets, Animal Addiction
Pet Shop, and Michelle.

Carolyn earlier told The Pro-
file it was important to recog-
nise animals at war, both for the
practical roles they played and
the comfort they provided to
soldiers. “Animals’ intelligence,
loyalty and bravery took them
into dangerous situations and
without them, the soldiers them-
selves would have had to face
these dangers.”

She said organisers were al-
ready planning ways to build on
the inaugural event, with ideas
for next year including more in-
teractive activities such as police
dog demonstrations, horse shoe-
ing and displays involving hom-
ing pigeons.

Rusty with Lee and museum Patron Sereena Burton, left.

5. ¥ | ! :
t donated by Flowers on Pollen.
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Support group ‘filling the gap’ for 30 years

By ALICE PARMINTER

February 28 marked the 30th
anniversary of the Thames
Community Cancer Support
Group, a non-profit organisa-
tion that supports those with
life-shortening illnesses.

The group is made up of a
core committee of 10 volun-
teers who “fill the gaps” for
people dealing with illnesses
like cancer, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, motor neuron disease,
and chronic end-stage condi-
tions, along with providing
support for their families and
carers.

It all began in 1996 with three
members: MaryAnne Dalton,
Lynne Wood and the late Colin
McKenzie.

“Colin and [wife] Josie Mc-
Kenzie’s son, Grant, was di-
agnosed with cancer at 22,7
Lynne said.

“They felt that there wasn’t
really any local support of any
sort - they had to go to Auck-
land or Hamilton for anything.
So we thought, well, there must
be others in that same sort of
position.”

From there, the group grew.
It became a way to help with
needs, often financial, that
weren’t funded by government
agencies or other charities like
Hospice and The Cancer Soci-
ety.
“We look very hard at try-
ing to support people through
the gaps that there are within
the healthcare system,” Lynne
said.

“Counselling was a very im-

The Thames Community Cancer Support Group celebrates 30 years.

portant aspect for us to focus
on initially ... The government
gives some travel allowance,
but if you’re only travelling
say from Turua to Thames and
back again youre not going
to be eligible. So it’s that ‘gap’
kind of stuft.”

Typical items the group funds
are things like petrol or food
vouchers, massages and physi-
otherapy, counselling, winter
heating costs, and school costs,

with each client’s needs being
assessed on an individual basis.

“We’re not affiliated with The
Cancer Society or any other
charity. We don’t get any [fund-
ing] from the government - we
are funded entirely by dona-
tions,” Lynne said.

“And any money we receive is
spent locally.”

However, it’s not just about
financial aid. The group also
runs a regular coffee club on

Photo: SUPPLIED

the third Wednesday of the
month at the Thames Croquet
Club. The coffee club is there
for emotional support; a place
where those who are experienc-
ing or caring for someone with
a life-threatening illness can
meet others in a similar posi-
tion.

“It’'s the ‘everything else’ -
that’s the emotional support,
it’s being there for somebody.
Knowing that they’re actually

there and caring is every bit as
important, if not more impor-
tant than the physical stuff,”
committee member Maureen
Hill said.

“There’s that sort of fellow-
ship there where people un-
derstand. And when a patient
has died, sometimes the per-
son who cared for that patient
likes to continue coming and
so that’s part of it as well. They
can then give back to the group
as a supporter instead of a re-
ceiver.”

The group also helps with
referrals to other initiatives
including Look Good Feel Bet-
ter, a wellbeing and makeover
organisation aimed at cancer
patients; and TimeOut, a char-
ity offering family holiday geta-
ways to patients with stage four
cancer or incurable illnesses.

The group’s 30th commemo-
ration on Saturday was a low-
key affair, with a special lunch
for current and founding mem-
bers. But it was also a chance to
celebrate hundreds of people
they helped over the years.

“I think it’s pretty good for a
little local group, really.

“I don’t know how many oth-

er small groups have kept go-
ing as long as we have,” Lynne
said.
DETAILS: The Community Cancer
Support Group covers Thames,
Thames Coast and the Hauraki
Plains. Referrals can be made
by a GP, nurse, or other medical
professional, or patients can self-
refer. Contact Lynne Wood 07 868
7550 or 027 264 8078 for more
information.
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Clockwise fro top left: LifeCare

members test out the beach mats; adaptive surfing; Goldfields School students enjoy the surf; whanau soak up the sun at Waiht beach.
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New accessible changing facility to lead the way

"[‘he opening of a newly-con-
structed accessible changing

facility at Waihi Beach’s Lifeguard
Services clubhouse on March 7
will mark five years of community
efforts to make the beach more
accessible to all.

The project began with a so-
cial media post, Live Well Waih1
Beach said.

“Alocal resident asked a simple
question: ‘How can my partner in
a wheelchair reach the water?’.

“Since then, volunteers, organi-

sations, funders, engineers and
families have worked together
tirelessly to remove the barriers
that prevented people with mobil-
ity challenges from accessing the
coastline,” the organisation said.

“Today, many whanau and
tamariki who once watched from
the carpark can now experience
Waihi Beach without obstacles,
with the community’s beach mats
and wheelchairs available all year
round.”

The new changing facility in-

cludes a ceiling hoist, adult-sized
change table, accessible shower,
and toilet facilities. The features
are designed to ensure dignity,
comfort, and independence for

people with higher support needs.

Organisers said the facility had
been entirely community-led,
supported by local organisations
and champions passionate about
making Waihi Beach one of New
Zealand’s most accessible beach-
es. They hoped the project could
become a national model for ac-

cessible recreation. “This project
proves what happens when com-
munities come together around
inclusion,” Live Well Waihi Beach
accessibility ambassador Dave
MacCalman said. “Everyone de-
serves the freedom and joy of the
beach, and we're proud to show
how achievable that is when ac-
cessibility is put first.”

To celebrate the March 7 open-
ing, Achilles New Zealand and
Parafed Waikato are hosting a day
of inclusive activities, including

wheelchair beach races, adap-
tive surfing, demonstrations of
accessible beach equipment, and
whanau activities for disabled
children and adults.

The facility will be officially
opened at 3pm by Dame Catriona
Williams, alongside elected mem-
bers and community representa-
tives.

DETAILS: Waihi Beach adventure
day, March 7, 10am-2pm at the
Waihi Beach Surf Club, 2 Beach Rd.
Changing facility opening 3pm.

LEFT BANK THEATRE

Ph:107/868F31428 S www!leftbanktheatreco'nz
Movies from Thursday 5 March to Wednesday 11 March

For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.
Midwinter Break (90 mins) M. A compelling story about lost faith, commitment, and the enduring
power of love, as a longtime couple takes a life-changing trip to Amsterdam.

Good Luck to You, Leo Grande (97 mins) M. Emma Thompson embodies the candor and apprehension
of retired teacher Nancy, and newcomer Daryl McCormack (Peaky Blinders) personifies the charisma
and compassion of sex worker Leo Grande. Nancy and Leo find a surprising human connection.
EPiC: Elvis Presley in Concert (96 mins) PG. Elvis sings and tells his story like never before in

a new cinematic experience from visionary filmmaker Baz Luhrmann. Features long-lost footage
from Presley’s legendary Las Vegas residency in the 1970s, rare 16mm footage from Elvis on tour,
precious 8mm from the Graceland archive, and recordings of Elvis telling “his side of the story”
rediscovered during Luhrmann’s research for his Best Picture Oscar-nominated 2022 film Elvis.
Holy Days (101 mins) PG. From the team behind the Kiwi hit Uproar, Holy Days is a hilarious,
heartwarming 1970s dramedy with a star-studded cast. When young Brian discovers plans to close a
convent of delightfully eccentric nuns, he sets off on a wild road trip across New Zealand to save them.
Packed with laughs, quirky characters, and heart, this is a joyful adventure the young at heart will adore.
Fackham Hall (97 mins) M. A spoof that crosses Downton Abbey with Flying High and Monty Python,
it follows a lovable pick-pocket Eric as he lands a job at a unique English manor house. He quickly rises
through the ranks, and a forbidden romance with lady-of-the-house Rose blossoms.

Wuthering Heights (136 mins) M. 2026 film. A passionate and tumultuous love story set on the Yorkshire

- F

659Pollen St Thames ||

BE QUICK!!!!

Come and beat the price rise

moors, exploring the intense and destructive relationship between Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw.

Paeroa Auto Electrical

e Auto Air Conditioning
e Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
 Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Central Motors

Hauraki Ltd

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea » 867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349 - John - 027 279 6799




10 THE VALLEY PROFILE, March 3, 2026

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

KiwiSaver change for young farmers

Federated Farmers is celebrating a
major win for young farmers, with
the government allowing them to
use KiwiSaver funds to buy a first
home or farm.

“Young Kiwi farmers have been
incredibly frustrated that they
haven’t been able to access their
KiwiSaver to help get a foot on the
property ladder,” Federated Farm-
ers dairy chair Karl Dean said.

“This change announced by the
government... removing those bar-
riers - is a huge step forward for
the next generation of farmers.

“We're immensely proud to have
led the charge on this issue, advo-
cating for a change to the KiwiSav-
er rules for three long years.”

Finance Minister Nicola Willis
and Commerce and Consumer Af-
fairs Minister Scott Simpson an-
nounced on March 1 that they will
be making a technical change to
the KiwiSaver Act.

It means farm staff in service
tenancies (living on farm) will
soon be able to use KiwiSaver to
purchase a house without imme-
diately moving in.

“Until now, you could only use
your KiwiSaver to purchase a
house you'll live in,” Dean said.

“That’s unfair because farm
staff, along with the likes of rural
teachers and rural police, haven’t
been able to get on the property
ladder, all because they live re-
motely and in employer-provided
accommodation. They've been de-
nied the same opportunity as their
urban counterparts.

“This change means young ru-
ral workers can finally access their

savings to secure financial security
and begin building equity, even if
they keep living in accommoda-
tion provided by their employer.

“It's a massive result and I know
there’ll be many young farmers
out there celebrating right now.”

The changes will also allow
first-time farm buyers to use their
KiwiSaver balances when buying
through a commercial entity they
majority own, provided it will be
their principal place of residence.

Dean said the impact of the
changes couldn't be overstated,
highlighting the challenges young
farmers face in buying a farm.

“So many young farmers have
worked hard to save a decent de-
posit but just aren’t able to get the
bank’s backing to invest in their
first farm. Letting those farm-
ers use their KiwiSaver will be an
enormous help in pulling together
alarger deposit.

“It will put them in a stronger
financial position with their initial
equity, but theyll also have less
debt - which means they’d be pay-
ing less interest too.

“All of that gives our next gener-
ation of farmers a better chance of
building wealth and putting them-
selves in a good position come re-
tirement.”

Getting the KiwiSaver rules
amended has been a key priority
for Federated Farmers, forming
part of its 12-point policy agenda
for the incoming government in
2023

The National Party committed
to making the change, announcing
so on the eve of the 2023 election.

“It’s taken them a long time to de-
liver on that promise, and we've
made sure to keep reminding
them about it,” Dean said. “We’re
grateful the government has final-
ly come through for farmers.”

One young farmer celebrating
the news is Waikato sharemilker
Danielle Hovmand, who chal-
lenged the government several
times to deliver on its 2023 cam-
paign commitment.

“Talking with young farmers
across the country, their most-
asked question is: ‘When are we
going to be able to use our Ki-
wiSaver to better ourselves now,
rather than having to wait until we
retire - just because we’re farmers’.

“I'm very pleased to hear the
government are finally changing
the rules to make that1 possib{e.

“Many young people’s goal is to
buy thei}ll“ %rst }%orr)ne gnd gget on the
property ladder, so it’s refreshing
to see farmers will be able achieve
this too.”

Hovmand said this would open
doors for young farmers, and have
an impact on their financial posi-
tion.

“Hopefully, in years to come
welll see the flow-on effects of
more young people being able to
purchase their own herds and then
achieving farm ownership earlier.

“I thin ithis will have a huge im-
pact on farmers across the country
and will continue to help strength-
en the agriculture industry for
many years to come.”

Legislation giving effect to the
changes will be introduced to Par-
liament in the middle of the year.

Titan: smart silly, ready for love

Meet Titan — a handsome,
goofy, big-hearted boy ready
for his forever home.

Just under two years old,
this tall brown lad with a white
chest is full of energy, love,

and personality. Titan is smart,

obedient, and always eager

to please, whether it’s learn-
ing new tricks, going for long
walks, or snuggling at the end
of the day.

Don'’t let his manners fool
you — he has a wonderfully
playful side, often sprinting
around with unstoppable en-
thusiasm, ears flopping and
tongue lolling, spreading joy
wherever he goes.

Titan thrives on attention
and affection and will quickly
become your loyal companion
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and adventure buddy.

Titan is fully prepared for his
new home: he’s de-sexed, mi-
crochipped, vaccinated, toilet-
tralneg and up to date with his
flea and worm treatments.

If you're looking for a clever,
loving, and fun-loving friend
who brings laughter and cud-
dles in equal measure, Titan is
your guy!

Visit Thames SPCA to meet
Titan and see if he’s the perfect
match for your family, or view
online: www.spca.nz/adopt/
animal/660802/dog-titan-
thames.

Meanwhile, last week’s Pet
Profile, Earl the kitten, had
two interested parties and has
been adopted.

- Supplied by Thames SPCA

“—

o

h i

Irrigation Systems,

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Ph: 07 862 8263

Workshop or On Farm
We specialise in Milking Machines Road, Farm, MotoX
& Equipment, Efffuent & Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes
A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

AlMotorcycles

Servicing and Repairs

=

trust

Filtration & Purification, graham@almotorcycles.co.nz
and Water F'—"“F Supplies & Parts and Accessories
Installations. Road, Farm, MotoX
18 cover all your dairy meads,

Call our Trucking and Supply Manager, Fred Newman
on 027 436 1107 for supply and cartage pricing to suit your hudget

For over &0 years, »

by formers ocross Mew Zealend and

Williams

-i Effluent Solutions

Prﬂc'l'|c.u| Eﬁluenf O Manufacture
solutions you can

s s frueshisd

beyond 1o deliver simple, reliable, and

Ph : 027 2166860
Alison Cornes
parts@almotorcycles.co.nz

www.almotorcycles.co.nz

cogt= u"ﬁa-ﬂmlqﬂ'luuﬂ solutions ﬂ'!ﬂl‘

)
ps

Effluent System
Design
On farm Installation

and Servicing




www.valleyprofile.co.nz

March 3, 2026, THE VALLEY PROFILE 11

By KELLEY TANTAU

fter a professional rugby
areer that included time
with the New Zealand Sevens
and playing overseas, Craig
Hudson was forced into an ear-
ly rethink when illness ended
his time on the field.

That shift ultimately led him
into agribusiness, and to his
recent appointment as chief
growth officer at AgriSea.

Craig said while his career
had taken him through ag-
ribusiness and international
technology companies, his
understanding of farming
and what made rural busi-
nesses work remained central
throughout.

After finishing school, he
moved to Christchurch to join
the Crusaders Academy and
played club rugby while living
on local farms.

“That was my first real in-
troduction to farming life,” he
said.

“It gave me an appreciation
for how practical farmers are
and how closely decisions are
tied to value.”

A professional rugby career
followed before illness cut his
playing days short.

“Walking away from rugby
was tough, but it also made me

Craig Hudson in hls playlng days
Photo: SUPPLIED

step back and look at what I
was good at outside of sport,”
Craig said.

That next phase included
roles with Organic Direct
and McFall Fuel, where Craig
worked closely with farmers
and rural contractors across
the country. He says those con-
versations helped shape his ap-
proach to business.

“Farmers don’t have time for
fluff. If something doesn’t stack
up, they’ll tell you,” he said.

“That taught me to focus on
practical outcomes, long-term
thinking and building trust.”

After several years in the
United Kingdom with Xero,
Craig returned to New Zealand
as the managing director and
has now taken up the role of

chief growth officer at AgriSea
NZ, a Paeroa-based company
developing  seaweed-derived
products for use across agricul-
ture and other sectors.

In his new role, Craig is fo-
cused on identifying growth
opportunities and supporting
the export of AgriSea’s intellec-
tual property into international
markets.

The company’s research and
development work is supported
through a partnership with BSI
— Scion Group.

“For me, this role brings to-
gether everything I've learned
- from farming communities,
technology and innovation
through to scaling local busi-
nesses globally.

“AgriSea is grounded in ag-

Spending time on farms early in
his career helped Craig Hudson
understand what drives farmers.
PHOTO: Artzentao Photography

riculture, but it’s also looking
outward, which is an exciting
place to be.”

Craig said staying connected
to rural New Zealand remained
important.

“The best ideas still need to
work on the ground. That’s
something farmers are very
clear about, and it’s a mindset I
bring with me every day.”

AUTUMN

Trimmers
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lawn
mowers. 3
starting &
- from
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Electrlc

and
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available
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Inciudes GST
Haurakl Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Exceptional. Every day.

© eves.conz

Waihi
7 Heath Road

Lifestyle Living, Town Convenience

Positioned on 1ha (more or less) on the edge of town,
this property delivers the perfect balance of lifestyle
freedom and everyday convenience. Three-bedrooms,
spacious open plan living and grazing for the horses.

% eves.co.nz/ewa21307

New Listing

Waihi
83A Bulltown Road

Living on a Grand Scale

Set in a sought-after semi-lifestyle location, this
substantial four-bedroom home offers space, privacy
and real potential. Positioned on 3,960sqm (approx.),
the section provides space and opportunity.

EgiLE
r% i
i

B

eves.conz/ewa2l321

Waihi
12 Albert Street

Fresh Functional & Fabulous

A fresh renovation with family functionality at the front
of mind on a generous 910sgm (approx.) section in a
sought-after college location. Inside, you will love the
open plan living and dining that creates the perfect hub
%)r eEIveryday life, complete with a modernised kitchen.

El's- i eves.conz/ewa2l335

slm ) Gy 1025 2 (@)

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Fri 20 Mar (unless sold prior)
View by appointment

Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

sl o Gy 228 3 (@)

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Thurs 26 Mar (uniess sold prior)
Phone for viewing times

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

=

slmm Gy 125 1 (@)

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi

6 Parry Palm Avenue

Character and Convenience

Tastefully refreshed while retaining classic character,
this inviting three-bedroom home delivers easy living
just moments from town. Semi-open plan living and
dining. Spacious, sun-drenched deck.

EE5E
%‘%ﬁ eves.co.nz/ewa21284

Waihi
49 Kensington Road

Refined Character on a Grand Section

Step into timeless elegance with this truly beautiful
character home, where classic craftsmanship meets
everyday comfort. From the moment you enter, you'll
be captivated by the rich matai timber floors that flow
%rq%'efully throughout the home.

4 eves.conz/ewa21280

Waihi
12 Russell Street

Bright, Breezy, Easy Living

Positioned in a highly desirable college location, this
beautifully renovated home delivers modernised
character and functionality. Inside, you will love the rich
native timber floorboards, open plan lounge and dining
EIIP%SEI modernised kitchen.

%i@ eves.conz/ewa21315

L]

slm ) Gy 125 1 (@)

Asking Price $589,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lestermullan@eves.co.nz

3l ) G 12D 2 (@)

Asking Price $700,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

3l ) G 12D 2 (@)

Asking Price $670,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
4 Mackay Street

When Size Makes the Difference

Huge Site. Huge Potential. Family home that offers
space, comfort and future possibilities in one
compelling package. Three generous bedrooms with
built-in storage provide easy living, while the expansive
Isﬂqg%on delivers room to grow and options

% eves.conz/ewa20958

3l | Gy 225 1 @

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
94A Bradford Street

Ready For Your Plans

A great opportunity to secure a section and bring your
future plans to life. This site offers a practical setting
with room to design and build a home that suits your
lifestyle. Enjoy a peaceful outlook, and the freedom to
I%re?it‘e something tailored to your needs.

Ees eves.conz/ewa21273

Asking Price $279,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Revuing in Paeroa

The sun was shining for the annual Rotary Paeroa Car and
Motorcycle Show and Swapmeet on February 21. Cars,
motorbikes, and vehicles of all descriptions poured into town
from early in the morning and filled Paeroa Domain with modern
and vintage machines, while trade enthusiasts browsed the
wares at the Swapmeet. There was plenty of entertainment too,
from the rock’n’roll dancers to the musicians, and competitions
including a motorcycle burnout, tug-of-war, and tyre change
challenge. KATHY BLAND captured the excitement on the day.

i
A
?

: LI P B L
The winning car, a 1936 MG Roadster NB Magnett. Photos: KATHY BLAND
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“Rocketman” carries out a fiery a demonstration.

Price Reduction
"-..?l-'p .

® eves.conz

Waihi o= o G 1 22 1 (D) Waihi

8631C State Highway 2, Waikino 8631B State Highway 2, Waikino

Rustic Riverside Retreat Asking Price $579,000 Elevated living and River View Asking Price $679,000
Tucked away in the heart of Waikino, this enchanting View by appointment Tucked above a lush garden sanctuary, this truly unique View by appointment
cottage is a true hidden gem elevated above the river Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186 home offers elevated living with a sense of escape Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
and ready for new owners to love. From the moment dynasty.holtz@eves.conz you'll feel the moment you arrive. Designed to dynasty holtz@eves.conz
you arrive, you'll feel that sense of privacy, charm, and embrace its natural setting, this three-bedroom, one-

something a little bit special. bathroom home is unlike anything else.

EIEE E=E

; eves.co.nz/ewa21309 Fafgg eves.co.nz/ewa2l127

[=]£* Er=E
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Price Reduction £
P
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Waihi e Waihi

. sl G =R (@) o

18 Silverton Road 7 Penny Lane, Waikino

Vendor Says Must Be Sold Enquiries Over $699,000 Price Drop, Sunny, Elevated Section Asking Price $499,995

The vendors have adjusted the price to meet the View by appointment In an elevated position and saturated in sun, find this View by appointment
market and want this property sold. The opportunity to Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186 2,023 sqm (approx.) section. This hidden gem offers Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
own this beautiful home is right now. Renovated with a dynasty.holtz@eves.conz panoramic views and privacy. At the heart of the dynasty.holtz@eves.conz
new roof, the interior and exterior freshly painted, a property sits a two-bedroom Swift tiny home, room to

EEW kitchen, bathroom, laundry, and new flooring. I}:E>|1.1i1d and grow here. Call Dynasty to view.

;:Eﬁ eves.co.nz/ewal9911 31 eves.co.nz/ewa20871

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Logan Humphrey with his work. BELOW: Sally Samins in her studlo

Photo: SUPPLIED

Art Escape’ s 20th year

Pauanul sculptor Logan Humphrey has
his cutting tools and grinders on over-
drive in preparation for the Mercury Bay Art
Escape event.

The youngest of the exhibiting artists at
only 22 years of age, Logan isn’t much older
than the event itself.

Logan’s a dab hand with the tools used to
create his hand-made, authentic sculptures.
He may be young, but he’s put a good num-
ber of years in.

“I got my first real tools on my fifth birth-
day - a socket set and some spanners. I was a
visual learner and loved to make, build and
fix from a young age. My family are all prac-
tical, number-8 wire types so I was always
included in fixing and problem solving,” Lo-
gan said. “Metal and welding are my thing,
and I love to repurpose items.”

The Mercury Bay Art Escape will be cel-
ebrating its 20th year over two weekends in
March, when around 50 visual artists will
open their studios and showcase their crea-
tivity. The mediums showcased by the vari-
ous artists during the event include pottery,
mosaics, black smithery, painting, print
making, weaving, sculpture, photography,
pen and wash, glass fusing and ceramics.

At the other end of the age spectrum from
Logan is 93-year-old Betty Collings, who
will also be exhibiting.

Described as a “distinguished artist and
innovator in sculpture, painting and ce-
ramics”, Betty is one of the founders of Art
Escape. Her enduring aspiration has been
to promote and develop the growth of the
visual arts in the Mercury Bay area in par-
ticular, and the wider Coromandel Penin-
sula in general.

Mercury Bay Art Escape co-organiser Sal-
ly Samins said the annual self-drive event
was a fabulous way to promote and develop
the growth of the visual arts in the area.

The event was free and offered a wonder-

ful day out traversing the beautiful coastline,
en route to the many open studios, she said.

Art Escape also provides the opportunity
for the public to visit and chat with mem-
ber artists in their creative spaces, see their
work in progress, find what inspires them
and what new art they are working on.

Thames-Coromandel District Council
economic development spokesman John
Freer said the Art Escape provided a raft of
benefits to the wider region.

“While artists get the opportunity to mar-
ket and sell their works, our accommoda-
tion, hospitality and tourism sector benefits
from providing their services to the many
visitors the Art Escape attracts,” he said.

There was plenty to love visually, too, he
added. “The raw beauty of our local art is be-
ing displayed, while sitting behind it is the
naltu£a1 beauty of the Coromandel Penin-
sula.

The 20th Mercury Bay Art Escape will
kick off with a gala night on March 6, with
celebrated NZ artist Dick Frizzell as guest
speaker. This will be held at Hot Waves
Café, Hot Water Beach, where examples of
the artists’ work can be enjoyed at a Show-
case Exhibition.

DETAILS: March 7-9 and 14-16, 10am-4pm.
Gala Opening night: March 6, 6pm, Hot Waves
Cafe: www.mercurybay-artescape.com.

‘ 2006 LIMITED

SCRAP METAL BUYERS & RECYCLERS

PH: (07) 868 9422

Stephen Young

0274 820 536
o n n

@ W W
P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Trade

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

Contact us today:

Thames

online@readbros.co.nz

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
¢ Key Cutting ® Sharpening
¢ Wire Rope Swaging * Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

Motorbike rumble excitement

February 19 saw a thrilling sound roll-
ing through Hetherington House Rest
Home and Hospital in Waihi - the rumble
of more than 40 motorbikes arriving for a
very special show organised just for resi-
dents.

The impressive lineup of bikes created
quite a spectacle, with a wide variety on dis-
play for everyone to admire.

From classic models to modern ma-
chines, there was something to capture eve-
ry interest. As the bikes arrived, residents
gathered eagerly, many reminiscing about
their own riding days.

For some, it was a nostalgic trip down
memory lane. Smiles lit up faces as familiar
bike names were spotted - brands they had
once owned, ridden, or admired. A few resi-
dents even enjoyed the opportunity to sit on
some of the bikes, describing the experience
afterwards as “an awesome morning.”

When the idea of hosting a bike show was
first suggested, it immediately sparked ex-

A Hetherington House resident checks out the wheels on display.

citement among residents, and anticipation
had been building for weeks, organisers
said. Residents said the event certainly lived
up to expectations.

Riders travelled from as far away as
Taupo to be part of the occasion, demon-
strating the strong community spirit behind
the event.

“A heartfelt thank you goes to Thom Wert
from Moto Mingle, whose call-out to the
motorcycling community resulted in an
outstanding response,” organisers said.

“Appreciation is also extended to Women
on Wheels, the Waihi-Thames Valley
Branch of Ulysses Club, Royal Enfield of
Tauranga/Coromandel, and members of
the wider community for their enthusiastic
participation.

“Thanks to their generosity and support,
Hetherington House residents enjoyed a
memorable, fun, and exciting morning, one
filled with stories, smiles, and the unmis-

takable rumble of friendship.”

Photo: SUPPLIED

internet space.

say it's 100 times better.
paper.
reading the paper”

- Karl Davis

Karl Davis 0508 B3 83 83

Back the local paper
that’s read cover to cover!

We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified,
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

I'm a firm believer in the value of

physical media. Digital is an

important part of it but there’s a lot of
misinformation which is totally unregulated in the

From a marketing point of view I see some value in
sticking with something that’s reputable and physical.
There are still young and old people that see
properties in the newspaper and buy properties at a
staggeringly higher rate than you would think.

For us, it’s still one of our most important components
in marketing and probably because there are still a lot
of buyers that see it first in the newspaper.
Percentage-wise the quality of buyers that come out of
a newspaper is considerably higher than what comes out of the internet - I would

So thats why I still love newsprint, and obviously The Valley Profile is our local

There’s still some value in sitting down and drinking a coftee or a cup of tea and

Bayleys Real Estate Ngatea, Country and Lifestyle Sales

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
022 174 3988 | davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

Profile
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Are you struggling through your day with
pain, restricted breathing or just not
coping like you used to?

The Flinchlock Release Method is a gentle
hands on tactical system to release trapped
bone pressure. This can often originate
from historic experiences and unexpected
impacts or trauma. Since 2009 | have been
focusing on providing a calm and quiet en-
vironment where you can be heard and feel
at ease. A session is up to one hour and you
remain fully clothed throughout this time.
Your comfort is paramount when locating
the pressured place in your body that is
causing what you feel.

Our Uniqueness comes from the Martial
Arts-based knowledge of understanding
how the Body’s Self Defence System oper-
ates in a surprise situation — we catch our
breath and the entire body responds to that
impact/trauma as one unit.

For example; a sprained ankle may also
include a pressurised wrist, the wrist was
put out automatically in that moment to
help break your fall.

By releasing the pressure in the wrist it al-
lows the body to move back into its natural

Contact care: A gentle approach

A practical Martial Arts based
form of healthcare.
ConTact C.A.R.E offers a Common-Sense
Approach to Real Ease,
that may work effectively with.

P Headache & Migraine
P Sports Injuries
P Old Unresolved Injuries

P Realignment
P Breathing Disorders
P Post-Op Rehabilitation

Joanne Vickers
Advanced Practitioner
027 487 7506
jlvickers@xtra.co.nz
www.joannevickers.co.nz
Now working in Paeroa @ 20 Station Road

FLINCHLOCK RELEASE

balance, thus aid-
ing the return to
normal function.
Have you con-
sidered this gentle
method to aid
movement in your

pets? CARE
Animals can also
benefit from Con- H_]II:HLDEK w

tact Care’s Com-
mon Sense Approach to Real Ease.

Horses, Cows, Sheep, Goats, Dogs and
Cats all obtain unexpected impacts and
trauma. An animal presenting with a stone
bruised hoof may have an imbalance in their
pelvis creating one leg heavier than the
other.

The Flinchlock Release Method provides
the support needed to release the impact
pressure, allowing the animal to recentre
their balance and normal function to return.

Remember that animals automatically
move away from pain, and into comfort.

In general any condition involving Muscu-
lo-skeletal discomfort, tension, stress.

— Supplied by Contact C.A.R.E

@ The Eye Place

Whangamata & Te Aroha

Dr Ben is
in house -

Paeroa, Waihi,

eYer

» Comprehensive eye care for the whole family
* Exclusive Nikon lens provider
* Prescription safety glasses
» Therapeutic-prescribing optometrists
« Children’s vision
* Specialist contact lenses
* Glaucoma & Macula Assessments
e Myopia-prevention services

green  until e

CHIROPRACTIC m|d Apn”
“Your spine works hard for you everyday -
Make March the month you look after it”
Did you know we take xrays in our practice!?
Come in and get checked - we have scrapped our Reactivation fee
www.evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

07 868 6665
admin@evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

®

—

._L_I—;.:_.._._Jtﬂd

B —. | Best wishes from, 7
L 07 862 8978 (s > Dr Tim, Dr Char, Dr Pete, Dr Kate & Dr Ben, 1?':
. www.eyeplace.nz . Steph, Nikki & Rechelle.
Ny N A e K

TE KOROWAI

HAUORA O HAURAKI

— —
— —
A— v

OHU KAINGA

Ohu Kdinga services HOME BASED SUPPORT SERVICE
are fully funded for
eligible kaumatua and
clients.

Please discuss your
eligibility and the
referral process with
your GP or Practice

Our Ohu Kainga Home Assist service
specialises in providing home based care.

—Wahdtma Gandhi

Ourrange of services is delivered based on the
individual needs of kaumatua and whanau (clients) to
support you to remain living in your own whare (home). |

Together we aim to maintain your
independence, your dignhity and your r

| quality of life. k

FREEPHONE
0508 246 632 :\)igmse::ssisetéiorowai.co.nz

m‘- @ korowai.co.nz
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’ TREE

*SHAPES
Qualified, Anboniots

=~ Treework Large & Small

4 Stump Grinding + Hedge Trimming

#= Fruit Tree Pruning = Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

Qualified and insured arborists.

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal » Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BA(KN'SIDES oo

20+ years experience

W
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

wenzlick

HZUTOMOTIVE
¢ Repair ® Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

AUTOMOTIVE

Care and Repair
REPAIR AND SERVICE

To all makes of farm Quads & Bikes

kN

Free collection & deliveries in 25km
Radius of Ngatea

027 488 7019
benknoetze@gmail.com

BUILDING SERVICES

FEEIFEEEIEINAL
TE#.I:IE EEHVIEEE

EARTHWORKS

TAKING CARE

OF ALL YOUR

EARTHWORK

NIGHTMEARES

. General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

Bl  FERTILISER

Avoca

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser

P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

HOUSE MOVERS

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea

For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond
« LBP qualified » Houses bought & sold *« House moving
» On-site moves ¢ Jacking & rolling « Structural moving

« Re-piling * Re-levelling « Pile driving « Push piles

3 Coronation Stroot, Pacroa

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

o Hedge & tree trim
o Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 ¢ Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

FLOORING

OWENS FLOORING

Phone: 027 233 7277 | 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

HOUSEWASH

Soft-wash the exterior of your house,
roof, patios, paths and driveway.

For best Algae, Moss & Lichen treatment.
We also clean exterior of windows,
gutters and do general waterblasting
Prompt local service with over 20 yrs experience
Call for free quote

Andy Direct: 027 313 4386
or 0800 737 777
or email: housewash@xtra.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

How to book your
windscreen replacement

f your windscreen has been dam-

aged recently, Precision Wind-
screens makes repairs or replace-
ments easy.

With 40+ 5-star Google reviews,
you can rest assured your vehicle
is in expert hands as you'll be deal-
ing directly with owner operator
Liam Gillbanks.

STEP ONE: call or enquire online.
Speak directly with Liam, and pro-
vide your vehicle details or fill out
the form on the website to book a
convenient time and place.

STEP TWO: verify insurance
coverage. If you have glass cover,
your insurer will pay for repairs.
Just lodge a claim and send us the
number, and we’'ll handle the rest.

STEP THREE: What to expect on
the day. The replacement could
take one to two hours, depending
on your vehicle. We prioritize ef-
ficiency and quality, answering any
questions throughout the process.

STEP FOUR: calibration. If your
vehicle has safety features like
lane assist or automatic braking,
we’'ll recalibrate them as part of
the replacement to ensure proper T
functionality.

For hassle-free service, trust the
experts at Precision Windscreens.
Contact Liam: 027 212 7750
or email: admin@precisionwind-
screens.co.nz

«%Precision”
»'Windscreens owner
Liam‘Gillbanks.
'rPho'EQ:-SUPPL- ED.
Iy o

BUILDER

— CAIRD

£ CONSTRUCTION

= New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

= Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or small

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

GLASS & GLAZING
.

Baker Glass & Glazing Lid

Chaffrmansllig wilfd raie”

» Gilogs Ropwers = Bolusirodoes

» Showe' (oss « Reing—iE Doubde Gioning

 Enlashbocks = FSLONCE QRohos

— % aa METRO
i N

Cesnlmct 301 §34 407 | gloes@bokerjalrerycong

JOINERY

Baker J 01nery Ltd

o laf T maaiRis wdld cube !

Kitchsns=Wardrobe Solutions=Loundry

Bothrosmi—Custom made Tarnituaine

B0 Talr- FRE0T SAME VR T B ST B O . SOy

Camtact 07 B63 FREL) info@bakerjeinery.cons

BUILDER
@

Mothing tog g or small
Honest & Professional Warkmanship

BLHNLEN NG &
COMHSTRUCTICM

Call us €
(vl b

* Totally Depondabla

5 [Mgyar Baslcie s Heat Pampa
= Albarationd » Barvies and Mastinancos
o Osdlin »  Comsancial

= Loy Flang + Fira Byanema

PHAOT 843 7748 Email: waihidlasenctectical oo ns

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products. T

¢ Professional facilities. HUNTS
¢ Smoked meats are our specialty. e

e 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

* Game orders over 10kg

= [ao i r e Booen dR Eneeminn i i

SHOWROOM QOFIN SATURDAYSE Som o Ipm

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

¥ E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz
We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Keegan Govind, left, Nick Rado and Joel Vinsen will entertain at Matatoki School.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Relax and laugh at comedy show

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

A;light of entertainment is
et for the Matatoki School
community with a comedy
showcase ready to bring some
laughter, but there’s a catch -
it’s just for the grown ups.

The Comedy for a Cause
fundraiser event will showcase
three of the ‘best comedians’
from the New Zealand Inter-
national Comedy Festival:
Keegan Govind, Nick Rado and
Joel Vinsen on March 13 at the
Matatoki School hall.

Gillian Downes, who is a
member of Matatoki friends of
the school, a group of parents
who come together to support
things within the school, said
although the school was not
new to fundraisers, this one
was actually a bit “out of our
wheelhouse”.

“We do more rural-based
things, you know, like we’ve
hosted a pig hunt and Calf
Club is a good fundraiser for

us. But to have something
that’s a little bit more of a
night out, it’s a little bit out of
our wheelhouse,” she told The
Profile.

While the proceeds from the
event were not yet allocated
toward one specific thing, Gil-
lian said there were always
extra things around the school
that needed enhancement such
as the school gardens and play
spaces for the children.

Tickets for the event can be
purchased online, and also in-
clude the grazing table for eve-
ryone to “mix and mingle”.

“We just thought it was an
easy and really fun way to be
social and stand around and
chat and eat and drink,” she
said.

“I really want to see a fun
community thing. I'm actually
secretly a little bit excited that
it’s just adults only.

“Every parent puts heaps
into their kids and so many
school things are focused [on

kids], which of course they
should be.

“But it’s really nice every
now and then to have some-
thing for the adults.

“It means we can all go and,
you know, meet each other in
that relaxed social situation,”
she said.

“I think obviously there’s go-
ing to be some adult themes
and things in there, which
really, it’s a great icebreaker,
isn’t it?

“For those new people in the
community, it’s a great way to
come and just relax and have
a laugh about some possibly
inappropriate things, some
possibly appropriate things as
well.”

DETAILS: 18+ event; Comedy for
a Cause on March 13, at Mata-
toki School Hall, 9265 State High-
way 26, Matatoki. Doors open

at 6pm, show starts at 6.45pm.
Purchase tickets online at www.
comedyforacause.nz/event/
ms26.

NZTrio presents Groove Café

escribed as a “national

treasure” and “New Zea-
land’s most indispensable
ensemble”, NZTrio He Taonga
Wairere is renowned for their
eclectic repertoire, outstand-
ing talent and warm kiwi stage
presence.

Bringing together three in-
credibly accomplished artists:
Amalia Hall on violin, Matthi-
as Balzat on cello, and Stephen
de Pledge as guest pianist, eve-
ry NZTrio performance power-
fully reaffirms the importance
and cathartic nature of a live
musical experience in today’s
digital world.

Welcome to Groove Café,
where the music is strong and
the vibe is even stronger.

John Psathas’ Island Songs
bring sun, surf, and a dash of
Kiwi cool - no sunscreen re-
quired.

Then you're kept guess-

Th.ames Music Group presents NZTrio.

ing with Eliodoro Sollima’s
Tre movimenti, leaping from
atonal intrigue to melodic sur-
prises faster than you can say
“cin cin”.

Vivian Fung’s Ominous
Machine whirs, glitches, and
grooves like your favourite
gadget on a caffeine rush.

And it all ends with Nikolai
Kapustin’s Divertissement,
the ultimate musical cocktail:
equal parts classical poise
and jazz swagger, shaken (not
stirred) into four sparkling
movements.

DETAILS: Thames Music Group’s
Sunday Concert series presents
NZTrio, Sunday March 8, 2pm,
St George’s Church, Mackay
Street, Thames. Duration approx
60min, no interval. Tickets $20/
Adult, $15/TMG Member, Free
entry/Under 18 yrs old. Contact
thamesmusicgroup@yahoo.

co.nz.

Photo: SUPPLIED

CALL THE EXPERTS

That Painter

Fonarkfinralal 3 Ll Conr
il'l.'lllul"Ur qu-..f’

to discuss your project.

* Interior & Exterior « Residential & Light Commercial
* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee

Contact Stan on 0223137911

* 30 years experience

modern finishes.

SCRAP VEHICLES
R

=
T

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.

« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.

* Specialising in exterior repairs &

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

RJATUENS[UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

TOWING

THAMES TOWING
& VWORKSHOPR

TYRES & BATTERIES

> Stockists of all major tyre brands

SCRAP METAL

Suraphy ¥erns

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid

Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

— TYRE and BATTERY

! ‘. CASH PAID

— o 1
Any unwanted car, ute, van or 4WD No warrant,

No WOF, Deregistered, not going?? NO PROBLEM

wnAaikAaTOo PH/TXT KEVIN
REMIJIIALEM 027 299 6165

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

LIQUI

ASTE

SPECIALISTS

A
2 0800 862 720 I 027 442 0067

Windscrean Replacements

Stone Chip Repairs

Ph: O7F 5489 3399
110 Main Rowad, Estikati

{Banind tha Calex Sarvice Station)
wweve. kniikatigla ssandwindscresns. cone

24HR Breakdown ¢ AA Towing * WOF
Full mechanical workshop
1 MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7
thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

PRECISION

WINDSCREENS /
We cotne to yot!

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.
314 Pollen St, Thames

Ph 868 8182

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad
from just $55 + GST per week and
one of our professional reporters

will write a story about your
business at no extra cost.



18 THE VALLEY PROFILE, March 3, 2026

CLASSIFIEDS

Death Notices

Handyman

Wanted To Buy

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

100 years

SMITH,

Frances Caroline:
Passed peacefully on 21st
February, 2026.

A private cremation has taken
place.

Family and friends are invited
to celebrate Francie’s life at
The Salvation Army Citadel,
713 Pollen Street, Thames on
Monday 9th March at 2pm.

TWENTYMANS

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades
with over 20 years exp
building trade. Please
contact Laurie King

Small Aluminium
dinghy up to 12 FT,
must be in good
condition. NO trailer
wanted. TEXT OR PH

for Betty
Smith

A milestone gathering for
centenarian Betty Smith took

SMITH,

Geoffrey James
(Geof):

Peacefully at Tararu Care
Home on 27th February
2026; aged 63 years. Loved
father of Ossian and Mace,
and father-in-law of Teina.
Cherished grandfather of
Sola, River and Rya.

As per Geof's wishes, a
private cremation has taken
place.

A Memorial to celebrate
Geof's life will be held on a
date to be confirmed.
Communications to: Ossian
020 400 98703

TWENTYMANS

021 251 0246 0211387860
ktpropertyservice.com Trades
Mowing, hedges, FENCING
fencing, gardening, CONTRACTOR

carpentry, painting,
retaining walls, welding,
waterblasting. Work is
good quality and | will
not attempt to work
outside of my skills.
Insured. Dennis Schuler
022 129 0169

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality
workmanship
Competitive prices

Call Matt
0211727 148

place at Richmond Villas

in Thames on February 6,

as she celebrated her 100th
birthday in style with family
and friends from near and far.
The momentous occasion was
filled with laughter, cake and
a special speech by Betty’s

Land Wanted

Builders

daughter, Anne. Festivities
continued for the centenarian

Wanted to Lease/Rent
land while | look for
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text
Richard 0279332015

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph
Phil 021 088 63559

with a morning tea put on by
fellow residents.

Friendly licensed
builder. 40 years exp.
All aspects .No job too
small. lan 021 540 376

Sheep Shearing
Services

Painters

SUNLAY,

Ernest James (Ernie):
Peacefully at Thames
Hospital on Friday 27th
February; aged 66 years.
Loved son of the late Jack
and Hora Sunlay. Beloved
brother and brother-in-law of
Edith and Gary. Cherished
uncle of Tania, Natalie,
Emma, Barbara, James
and Thomas. Treasured
great-uncle and great-great-
uncle to all his great-nieces
and nephews. Aservice to
celebrate Emie’s life will be
held at The Grahamstown
Chapel, 102 Kirkwood Street
Thames, on Tuesday 10th
March at 11am, followed by
private cremation.

MYENTYMANS

Mobile shearing,
crutching, hoof
trimming & drenching
For lifestyle block
owners, competitive
rates. Call Richard 022
128 0852 Or email
richard.collier@xtra.
co.nz for details

HAURAKI REGIONAL
PAINTERS
Over 12 years
experience, interior/

Free quotes.
Phone Graeme for all
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

exterior. Refs available.

Professional roof
painter. Mario Kerkhof
027 961 4055

Piano

Tuner

Sharyn Clark

M: 0274

Zr

Piano Tuner & Technician™
'Fully Qualified and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

485 089

sharynclark22@gmail.com

Handyman Services

For Lease

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

P

AT

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance &
general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

Situation

- *", .
'.‘ I"'ll.l;'I j ‘hg

¥ 3o

r: __.»_;-.'* R /

Family travel from near and far to celebrate Betty 3 100th blrthday in Thames.

Public Notices

A cake to celebrate 100 years, left, and Betty recelves Royal acknowledgement.

Vacant Thank you Valley

Toyota for servicing

Storage

Patricia’s Auris last
Monday afternoon.

Full-Time &
s Part-Time
- ' Drivers

For Rent

3 bdrm, 2 storey home
unit with carport in
Tararu, Thames. $475
pw. No dogs. Refs req.
Contact Sharron 027
366 6058

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway
Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry
Units available
7x3.6mand 7 x5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Much appreciated.

Required
Last month’s

winner of the
lotto ticket
was Dianne
Blackbourn,

We are currently seeking
reliable drivers with a
Passenger (P) Licence —
Class 1 and/or Class 2.

Shifts may include early

mornings, evenings,

who found Pete

For Sale

Firewood for sale.
Pine. $100 per cube.
Ph 027 385 2806

Garage Sale

TOTAL STORAGE LTD =+
KEREPEHI / PAEROA I I
We will beat any legit quote for

storage in 10ft or 20ft containers
T&C'’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

and weekends.

in the February
3rd edition in the
Contact CARE

To apply, please email
thamestaxis@xtra.co.nz
or call 021 0295 2879

for more information.

advert.
Go to page 2
for details
on how to enter.

We are looking for
tractor, car & bike

In partnership with
Thames Menzshed
annual fundraiser,
behind Waiomu Beach
Café, on Saturday 7th
March, 8.30am start.

Gardening

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based.

Ph 021 060 7659

mechanics to join
our team.

Some experience would
be an advantage but

cLERTLELEELE
FARMERS it’s fire
season. Get your
extinguishers checked
for FREE. Call Richard
027 933 2015. 20
years experience. |
also do smoke alarms.

PAERDA

YRSA

& CITIZENS CLUB INC.
The Annual General
Meeting
will be held in the
RSA Clubrooms
Sunday 22nd March 2026
at lpm
Election of Officers
& General Business
A. Rohrlach
Secretary

training will be given to

the right applicant, and
WoF ticket is preferable.
If you're reliable and a

THANK YOU, THAMES!
From Hearts'in Harmony
To our amazing performers, talented chefs,
generous sponsors and donors, dedicated

Thank.

team player volunteers, and every supporter who stood with
send your CV to us — thank you for making Hearts
miles@hpmotors.co.nz ||| in Harmony an unforgettable
orph 027 227 1121  |[| community celebration. Your
for a chat. support made all the difference.

W

Do you own a heritage building,
natural area, or significant tree?

Got a conservation or heritage project
in mind?

You may qualify for funding to help with
active maintenance or enhancement, such
as painting, repairs, restoration, fencing,
pest control, or conservation planting.

This fund supports our community
outcomes by protecting, respecting,
and restoring ecosystems, reducing our
carbon footprint, and celebrating our
unique heritage and culture.

Apply now!

Applications for the Conservation and
Heritage Fund close on 31 March 2026.

Scan the QR code or go to
our website to see the
Fund Guidelines - https://
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/ !
community/grants-funding O
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THAMEE VALLEY

CREMATD RY

LTD.

DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
* Additional mileage may apply, according to roading conditions. ** Plus Doctors Fee. The Doctors Fee for medical paperwork required for Direct Cremations is an additional charge. This fee ranges from $45.00 to $200.00, determined by the patient's Doctor.

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel
or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

SUPPORT

LOCAL

wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Please Visit the website:

. h foreverpets.co.nz
advise your . for further information. SlUIME©l4k
Vet of your IE CONTACT: Forever Pets

07 868 6003.

Forever
Pets

PET CREMATORIUM

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUDOKU

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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6(7| |4

1 9 9

1

5 |8

4/5/1]12/3/9|6/8 7
7/2/8|1/6/4[(5/9/3
3/6/9|7/8/5[(4/1.2
6/8/4|3/5/7[1/2/9
5/9/3|4/1/2|7/6/8
2/1/7]16/9/8|3/5 4

7

4

2

HARD

—
oo
Ol

O
O

6/4(8|2/1/3|5/7|9
2/9/5(7/4/6(1/3|8
3/117|8/9/5|6 2 4
713/2|4/6/1|8 9|5
96/4|5/8/7|2/1]3
5/8/1]9/3/2|7 46

2

7

5

MEDIUM

—_—

o e] BN
(@)
w|oo

41 |92

683

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

4 5 8

EASY

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Swamp (5)

4 Completely calm, self-
possessed (4,2,1,8)

14 S American country
(%)

15 Small wood (5)

16 Irish sprite (10)

17 Bid (5)

19 Moose (3)

20 Germ (7)

21 Statue (9)

22 Spring-flowering corm

(6)

25 Academic (9)

27 Preacher’s platform
(6)

28 Scarcity (6)

33 Venture (10)

35 Make public (3)

36 Winged child (6)

37 Black marketeer (4)
39 Animal’s coat (3)

41 Sharp raceway bend
(7)

42 Rich, elaborate cake
(6)

43 Moving ahead (9)
44 Soldier’s decoration
(%)

45 Legal representative
(8)

50 Myself (2)

51 Printing character
style (8)

55 Set into surface (5)
58 Rebuke formally (9)
59 Paper fastener (6)
60 Perform surgery (7)
61 Small measure of
spirits (3)

63 Candle cord (4)

64 Prosperity (6)

65 Pixie (3)

66 Retraction (10)

68 Sea animal (6)

69 Malicious or spitefully
critical (6)

71 Spoke haltingly (9)
76 Lampoon (4-2)

77 Doggedly persistent
9)

79 Presaging ill-fortune
(7)

81 Gratuity (3)

84 Provide food (5)
85 Tepid claim (anag)
(10)

86 Characteristic (5)
87 Creepy (5)

88 Friendly
understanding between
states (7,8)

89 Air holes (5)
DOWN

Frightened (6)

3 Chop off (5)

5 Bullocks (4)

6 Songlike (7)

7 In poor health (6)

8

9

N

Fashion by hand (5)
Keep in check (7)
10 Debatable (4)
11 Exertion (6)
12 Ceramic squares (5)
13 Slightly hungry (7)
14 Thin dry biscuit (7)
18 Osmosis (10)
23 Craze (5)
24 Open-minded (7)
26 Farewell expression

(7)

9/5/8|1.3/6|7/2/4
16/7|45/2|8/3|9
2/4/3|9 8/ 7|1/5/6
6/3/1]7.2/9|5/4|8
8/9/2|56/4|3|7]|1
57418 1/3]9/6/2

4

9
4/1/9|2 7/5|6/8]3

MEDIUM HARD

EASY

27 Scent (7) —3 g
29 Copy (7)

30 Toddler (6)

31 Doomed (5)

32 Detailed critical
inspection (6)

34 Cheese type (4)

36 Unrefined (5)

38 Lacking clarity (5)

40 Gambler’s stake (4)
45 Direction indicator (5)
46 True-to-type (7)

47 Sudden short attack
(4)

48 Tooth coating (6)

49 Slow-moving animal
(5)

50 Enigma (7)

52 Fantastic but vain
hopes (4,6)

53 Pardoned (7) % L
54 Short sleep (6)
55 Halcyon (7)
56 Social blunder (5) 'k
57 Talon (4)

62 Postage sticker (5)
67 Incinerator (7) nE
68 Recorded on paper
(7)

70 Pharmacist (7)

72 Huge destructive
wave (7)

73 Sheep meat (6)

74 Neater (6)
75 Daintily odd (6)

76 Reject with contempt
(5)

78 Savoury meat jelly (5)
80 Health worker (5)

82 Liberate (4)

83 Sense (4)

|-'+|-l-|- -|-|

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Lance, 4 Well-earned rest, 11 Corns, 14 Probe, 15 Demonstrate, 16 Turncoat, 19 Apparel,
20 Terms, 21 Uncertain, 24 Pseudonym, 26 Gutter, 27 Galley, 31 Swabs, 32 Qutcasts, 34 Watertight,
38 Albumen, 39 Devour, 40 Origin, 41 Kiss, 42 Pending, 45 Protection, 50 Fatigue, 54 Ours, 55 Employ,
56 Genial, 57 Fans out, 60 Fraudulent, 61 Gendarme, 62 Alien, 65 Tooted, 66 Errand, 67 Apprehend,
72 Stalemate, 73 Atlas, 74 Tigress, 79 Dressing, 80 Camaraderie, 81 Queue, 82 Naked, 83 Down in the
dumps, 84 Leads.

DOWN: 2 Abrupt, 3 Cobra, 5 Eyes, 6 Loosely, 7 Assume, 8 Norm, 9 Detonate, 10 Taunts, 11 Confidante, 12
Room, 13 Satisfy, 17 Debut, 18 Vegetarian, 22 Bogus, 23 Flagging, 25 Subdued, 26 Gastric, 28 Twelve, 29
Escort, 30 Belief, 33 Cheer, 35 Taste, 36 Sewn, 37 Gobi, 42 Proof, 43 Narrator, 44 Gamble, 45 Palindrome,
46 Onyx, 47 Engaged, 48 Tenant, 49 Osaka, 51 Away, 52 Insulin, 53 Unused, 58 Advertised, 59 Smart, 63
Pastrami, 64 Choir, 65 Tread on, 68 Plateau, 69 Cloned, 70 At ease, 71 Issued, 75 Rouge, 76 Desk, 77 Fast,
78 Limp.
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

National tournament trophy returns to Thames

BOWLS

By ALICE PARMINTER

team of four Thames

wahine (women) have
emerged victorious from this
year’s Aotearoa Maori Bowls
National Tournament, winning
the overall Women’s Section
trophy.

The team, made up of players
Chrissy Peers, Debbie Bishop,
Delamere Graham, and Val
Findlay, competed at the event
last month.

But although they were com-
peting as representatives of the
wider Tainui region, their vic-
tory has also meant something
special for the Thames Bowling
Club. “It’s the first time [the
trophy]’s been won by people
from Thames. Not Tainui, but
Thames,” the women said.

“And the original people that
started Maori Bowls were from
Thames. So, it was pretty pres-
tigious to win it.”

The annual event has been
taking place for 52 years, since
its inception in 1975. This year
it was hosted by Bowls Waiari-
ki in Rotorua.

The tournament event was
the first time the foursome
have competed together, as
well as being Debbie’s first
tournament. Per competition
rules, three of the competitors
have to be of Maori descent,

- i i

The wahine of Thames Bowling Club celebrate their win at the Aotearoa Maori Bowls National Tournament.

with one member of the team
allowed to be non-Maori.

“We asked Debbie, just com-
ing out of her first year of bowls,
to come and play with us,” the
others said.

“It was a bit nerve-wracking,

==“ROWLING CLUB=
EST 1900 -

the greens were just covered
with people, and you've got the
TV cameras on [you].”

But despite their nerves, the
team made it through their
round-robin line-up with only
one loss, before charging on to

take out both the semi-finals
and the finals.

For a couple of the players, it
wasn’t the first time their name
has graced the trophy. Chrissy
was on the winning women’s
team in 2011, while Debbie’s

o ..

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

mother also won in 2004.

The trophy was formally pre-
sented to the Thames Bowling
Club on February 27, where it
will sit in pride of place until
next year’s tournament, to be
held in Taranaki.

mes A
har utos

R.M.V.T.

i~ HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
!_L- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

1996 Mitsubishi GTO
3.0 V6 Auto, AWD,
Classic Investment

$15,990
2007 BMW 525

Auto, Exceptional Car & Condition

LEYLAND STOWE

2011 Mazda Bongo

1.8 Ltr Auto, Flat Bed with Tow Bar

2010 Jaguar XF
3.0 Ltr Auto, Low 69 Kms,
Immaculate Condition

Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

AT,

2014 Toyota Fielder

Hybrid, Auto, Economy Plus

2004 Toyota Porte

1.5 Ltr Auto, Good Kms,

Top Condition

&)

6,990

el

2014 Holden Cruze SR1

2013 Honda Jazz
1.5 Ltr Auto, NZ New,
Leather Trim

p——

$10,990

Auto Turbo, Top Spec

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Maramarua 8s8o Kopuku Road

Established 16ha grazing - build your dream lifestyle 6.3 [

In a strong North Waikato location, this 16-hectare block (more or less) combines productive grazing land with Auction (unless sold prior) 11lam, Thu 26 Mar 2026
generous scale and flexibility. Fertile soils, well-maintained pastures, established infrastructure, and gently rolling 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton
contours support practical farm use, while reliable water access adds confidence for ongoing management. There is View T1-11.30am Wed 4 Mar & Wed 11 Mar

scope to shape the land around a lifestyle base, including designing a home to capture wide rural views while building

on what is already established with a geotech report and resource consent in place. The location balances rural space Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

with practicality, placing Hamilton and Auckland’s southern fringe within 75 kilometres. karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
bavl Sam Aislabie 027 429 5410
ayleys.co.nz/2630208 sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz

'SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Hikutaia 246 Maratoto Road

Arefreshed rural home at the gateway to the valley 3991911 3 b=y 1w

Set near the mouth of the Maratoto Valley, this thoughtfully modernised home sits confidently within a strong rural Auction (unless sold prior) 11am, Thu 26 Mar 2026
setting, with much of the groundwork already complete for easy country living. Recently relocated onto a new 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton
subfloor, it features durable monolithic cladding and practical upgrades that support everyday comfort. The flat View 12.30-Tpm Sun 8 Mar

3.99ha (more or less) offers generous yet manageable space, allowing flexibility to shape the land over time. Inside,

the layout suits modern life, while the deck provides a place to pause and enjoy wide rural views. There is scope for &11.15-11.45am Sun 15 Mar

additional shedding, complemented by a well-established orchard and a friendly rural community. Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
| 2 2 Connor Davis 027 496 4622
bayleys.co.nz/2630209 connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz
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Boundary Iings-‘ére indicative only

Paeroa waniroad

Support block

This block of 26.4-hectares (subject to survey) is located just 8kms from Paeroa. Currently run as part of a large dairy
unit however, crossing the road for cows is becoming more challenging. Town water supply, 15 well fenced paddocks
- mostly two wire electric, central race to many paddocks with troughs in most. A 4-bay half round barn and adjacent
stock yards plus a large, enclosed gable shed complete the package. This block is currently being subdivided from a
larger block with six chicken sheds under construction on the adjoining property. This package with all its advantages
is priced attractively with the owners wanting a sale as soon as possible.

bayleys.co.nz/2314630

BAYLEYS

26.4+

Asking Price $1,090,000

View 12-1om Tue 10 Mar

Mike Fraser-Jones 027 475 9680
mike.fraserjones@bayleys.co.nz
Neville Jacques 021774190
neville.jacques@bayleys.co.nz

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L

Ruamahunga - Thames Coast 37 otuturu crescent

Vendors relocating overseas, it's got to go

Disregard all previous pricing. Set in an elevated 4,460sgm (more or less), private position just moments from the
Ruamahunga Boat Ramp, this substantial executive residence captures expansive views across the Firth and delivers
unforgettable sunsets. The 215sgm (more or less) brick and cedar-clad home features light-filled open-plan kitchen,
dining and lounge areas, warm timber detailing, multiple decks and balconies for effortless indoor-outdoor living, and
generous accommodation including four bedrooms. Excellent heating provides year-round comfort, while extensive
shedding — including a dedicated boat shed caters perfectly to coastal and boating lifestyles.

bayleys.co.nz/2180923
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Auction (unless sold prior) 1lam, Thu 19 Mar 2026
96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

View by appointment

Robyn Cruickshank 027 308 7110
robyn.cruickshank@bayleys.co.nz

Glenn Tanner 027 486 2399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz

MH REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L
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BAYLEYS

Thames 110 karaka Road

Close to town - Ready to sell Shey 188 1w 1 [wl

With the vendors ready to move on, this elevated 506sgm (more or less) property offers an opportunity just minutes Auction (unless sold prior) 11lam, Thu 26 Mar 2026
from Thames township, with views across the Firth of Thames. The three-bedroom home offers good internal space, 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton
supported by a family bathroom. A heat pump provides year-round comfort, while the home is comfortable to live in View 10-10.30am Sun 8 Mar & Sun 15 Mar

as s, with clear scope for new owners to refresh and enhance it over time. The grounds offer plenty of space for

gardening and outdoor enjoyment, and the deck provides a sunny spot to sit back and take in the outlook. Located Glenn Tanner 027 486 2399
close to the hospital, schools, shops, and cafes, the property is well placed for everyday living. glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
Maddy Aislabie 027 780 4389

bayleys.co.nz/2180924 maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

OPEN HOME

odndary lin

Thames 39Te AnaLane

Easy living with rural views 3 b=y T 2 [@l
This elevated 7,000sgm (more or less) property provides generous space, rural views, and a private setting just Auction (unless sold prior) 11lam, Thu 26 Mar 2026
minutes from Thames township. Framed by native bush and birdlife, creating a peaceful environment that remains 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

practlgal and access[ble_. The home is thought_fully arranged and c_omfortable tolive m,_featurmg two be_drooms View 10.45-11.30am Sun 8 Mar & Sun 15 Mar
including a master with its own ensuite, a family bathroom, a spacious kitchen connecting to a large dining and lounge

area, study and heating via both a wood burner and heat pump. Step outside onto the deck and take in the expansive Glenn Tanner 027 486 2399

rural views. The property also includes a single garage, with a carport converted with one bedroom and bathroom glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz

(unconsented). Maddy Aislabie 027 780 4389

maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Painting the town

The inaugural Thames Paint Out Organiser Laurie Spier said she
event was a resounding success, was thrilled with the turnout at
with 42 artists taking part. the exhibition, the engagement
They spent the day spread out from artists, and the variety of
across Thames on February 28, paintings created at the event.
pencils and brushes in hand as RESULTS: Professional: Martha St
they captured the charm and her-  Thames by Ben Ruskin; Adult: Calm
itage of the town. Day at Burke St Wharf by Miyuki
Once the paintings were re- Neufeld; Teen: Begonia Princess by

turned to Grahamstown Hall, they  Lucy Wong; Child: Untitled Nature
were judged and put on display by Amelia McKay; Spirit of Thames
for an exhibition and silent auc- Award: Lest We Forget by Reuben
tion. Around 50 people crowded Warren; People’s Choice Award:
the hall to view the paintings,and  Thames School of Mines by Alice
many were sold on the day. Parminter.

People’s Choice: Alice Parminter. Adults winner, Calm Day at Burke St Wharf by Miyuki Neufeld, and Professional winner, Martha St Thames by Ben Ruskin.

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.
RVA . .

—— LIFESTYLE VILLAGE
Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

' P Y s P - .

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy. PHONE US
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage. to view

All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities by Appointment!
and amenities at your leisure. Come and

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY! experience
i . : the difference!
82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz S




