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Brazen break-in hits Victoria Battery after storm, P3
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At 15-years-old, Denzel Tay-
lor should be worrying 

about homework, playing rug-
by, and what he’s doing with his 
mates on the weekend. Instead, 
he is facing a battle no teenager 
should have to fight.

For the past six weeks, the 
Paeroa College student has 
been locked in “brutal battle 
with a virus that just won’t let 
go”.

Denzel lives with Dermato-
myositis, a rare autoimmune 
disease that causes the body’s 
immune system to attack its 
own muscles and skin, leading 
to severe weakness and inflam-
mation. 

After weeks of being unwell 
and spending time in hospital, 
his condition suddenly wors-
ened on February 3. His kid-
neys and liver began to fail, 
and his organs are now under 
immense strain as his body 
fights against itself. 

Family friend Corrie Ander-
son said the situation became 
so serious that Denzel was ur-
gently flown from Waikato to 
Starship Hospital in Auckland.

His whānau were taking 
things “day by day”, she said.

“Denzel’s mum is his rock, but 
being there for him has meant 
she can’t currently work. Hav-
ing exhausted all her sick leave 
and facing the mounting costs 

CONTINUED ON P2

Town stands 
behind teen 
in medical 
battle
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For the past 
six weeks, 

Denzel Taylor 
has been locked 

in ‘brutal battle 
with a virus that just 

won’t let go’. 
Photos: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
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Coromandel - 0 05 -0 03
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16
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of being away from home, the financial 
pressure is adding a weight no parent 
should have to carry during a medical 
crisis.”

Corrie, who helped manage the 
Paeroa College U15 Youth rugby team 
Denzel played for last year alongside her 
husband, described Denzel as kind and 
cheeky - a true fighter.

His mum, Tarryn, said he was tena-
cious, witty, audacious, and a charmer.

And at home, Denzel’s siblings were 
missing their mum and brother deeply.

A Givealittle online fundraising page 
has been set up to support the family, 
and has so far raised more than $17,000 
of its $20,000 goal. The funds will help 
cover essential living costs, including 
rent and household bills, travel expens-
es, and daily necessities. 

The wider community has also rallied 
around the family, with fundraisers and 
raffles being organised with the support 
of local businesses, including Harcourts 
Paeroa, where Tarryn works.

Corrie said setting up the fundraiser 
was about parents supporting one an-
other during a difficult time. 

“No parent should have to go through 
this,” she said. “I just did what any other 
mum would do - help her out in any way 
I could see might.”
DETAILS: To donate to Denzel’s fight, visit 
givealittle.co.nz and search for ‘Denzel’.

Slow uptake for Hauraki 
Mayoral Relief Fund 
after January storm
The Hauraki District Council is urg-

ing people financially affected by 
the January 21 storm event to apply for 
help from the Mayoral Relief Fund be-
fore it closes on February 27. 

The fund was established to provide 
immediate hardship grants for people 
in the district faced with significant 
financial, health, or welfare effects fol-
lowing the storm, who were unable to 
secure funding elsewhere. 

The fund includes $100,000 from 
the government, along with other do-
nations from the public, Mayor Toby 
Adams said. 

Group manager of community and 
regulatory Peter Thom told the council 
at its February 11 meeting that only 
three applications had been received so 
far, and he knew of another two which 
were still to come. 

Mayor Adams said he encouraged 
those in need to come forward and ask 
for help. “We just want to make sure 
that everybody’s living as comfortably 

By ALICE PARMINTER

CONTINUED FROM P1

Fighting for Denzel

“Sometimes people feel too 
proud or too embarrassed... to 

ask for help. We just really want 
to make sure that we’re helping 

those that are in need.”
- Toby Adams

as they were prior to the event as much 
as we can,” he said. “Sometimes people 
feel too proud or too embarrassed that 
they might need to ask for help, but 
rest assured that everything that comes 
in is held confidential… We just really 
want to make sure that we’re helping 
those that are in need.”

The Mayor said any unused funds af-
ter the first round of applications could 
potentially be used to help businesses 
facing flow-on effects from the storm, 
but his first priority was residents. 

“We want to look after those that are 
really, really struggling and that’s what 
the fund’s there for.” 
DETAILS: Visit www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 
for more information. Applications close 
February 27. 
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Need
funding
for your
arts
project?
APPLICATIONS FOR THE
CREATIVE COMMUNITIES
SCHEME ARE CLOSING SOON.

Local arts groups and creative
projects across the Coromandel
Peninsula can apply for funding to
help bring ideas to life.

Backed by Creative New Zealand,
the scheme supports projects that:

 increase participation in the arts

 broaden the range and diversity
of creative opportunities

 strengthen the local arts sector

Find out if you’re eligible and apply at tcdc.govt.nz/ccs

APPLICATIONS CLOSE:
Friday 27
February 2026
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Brazen break-in hits Battery after storm
After January’s heavy rains 

left sections of the Hauraki 
Rail Trail severely damaged 
and access to the Victoria Bat-
tery Site difficult, the historic 
location is now facing another 
setback - a brazen theft. 

Victoria Battery Tramway 
Society chairperson Kerry Sin-
gle said volunteers had worked 
tirelessly for several days to 
tidy up the site and rail tracks 
for Waitangi Weekend, but 
their efforts were dampened by 
a recent break-in and the theft 
of essential tools.

Kerry said during the even-
ing of February 4, the lock on 
the site’s main gate was re-
moved, and a DOC-owned con-
tainer was ransacked. 

Thieves then broke into the 
Transformer House Museum, 
cutting and wrenching open 
heavy doors secured with high-
security padlocks. 

Valuable tools were sto-
len, including MIG/TIG arc 
welders, a Stihl brush cutter, 
battery-powered Milwaukee 
drills, spanners, socket sets, 
a green canvas tool bag with 
tools needed for emergency 
repairs, and 20 traction en-
gine batteries weighing around 
20kg each.

“[These are] all tools that 
are used frequently to repair, 
maintain, and construct dis-
plays and machinery held by 

The smashed lock to the con-
tainer, right, which housed 
essential tools stolen during a 
break-in and theft on February 4 
at Victory Battery in the Karan-
gahake Gorge.    Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU

the Victoria Battery Tramway 
Society at the museum,” Kerry 
said.

“These tools are now long 
gone, and the worst of it is you 
do not realise what else is miss-
ing until you come to need it.”

Kerry said Police had been 
notified, with the estimated 
cost to replace the stolen tools 
around $10,000, which also 
includes repairs to the dam-
aged doors. 

While volunteers were able 
to carry out the repairs them-
selves, the expense of replacing 
padlocks and cutting new keys 
added to the time and effort re-
quired to source replacement 

tools, he said - crucial for con-
tinuing their work in preserv-
ing the history of the battery 
site.

“Our volunteers spend 
around 400 hours a month at 
the site maintaining the exhib-
its and upgrading the trams, 

carriages, and rail lines and 
grounds around the museum, 
so they can be seen and en-
joyed by the visitors that come 
through.

“To have people come in and 
take away tools and equipment 
that we have collected over the 
years to do this work is frus-
trating.”

Kerry said most of the tools 
had been donated, gifted, or 
bought with specific funding, 
and many held special mean-
ing, making them difficult to 
replace.

He believed the stolen items 
had already been taken out of 
the district and sold, and while 
efforts were underway to moni-
tor online marketplaces, this 
was time-consuming, along-
side the day-to-day work of 
running the museum.
DETAILS: To contact the battery 
with any information about the 
stolen items or break-in, or to 
help with donations, email info@
vbts.org.nz or find the museum 
via Facebook.

“To have people 
come in and take 
away tools and 

equipment that we 
have collected over 
the years to do this 
work is frustrating.” 

- Kerry Single
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HPC head students lead with confidence
The key to being a leader is sim-

ple: be a good role model and 
help students toward their goals.

It’s something the Hauraki 
Plains College head students for 
2026 believe as they kick off the 
new school year with a goal to en-
courage their fellow students.

They hoped to reach a place 
where all students “feel a sense 
of belonging” at the college, the 
young leaders told The Profile.

Head of academic and hospital-
ity council Georgia Green, 16, said 
she was excited to encourage stu-
dents to “strive for excellence” and 
support them in all aspects of their 
learning, while also making sure 
every event is properly catered for.

One dream the young leader 
hopes to achieve personally is to 
reach her full potential and never 
give up. 

When faced with challenges, the 
young academic said: “I just work 
to get it done, [and] never give up 
until I succeed”.

Meanwhile, fellow leader and 
head of arts and environmental 
council Selwin de Haast, 17, said 
he hoped to live a life full of differ-
ent experiences.

He was excited to run some of 
the big events, such as HPC’s an-
nual outdoor musical event One 
Autumn’s Night, and to start some 
new events to offer arts students 
more opportunities to show their 
work, he said.

Someone who inspired Selwin to 
be a great leader was Nelson Man-
dela, because he “changed people 
for the better”, he said, while head 
of cultural and wellbeing council 
Malia Mason, 17, said she admired 

her Poūa (grandfather).
“He is someone who I have al-

ways looked up to and admired 
through his hard work,” the leader 
said. 

She looked forward to influenc-

ing students to try new things and 
“feel supported” while doing so, as 
well as promoting cultural aware-
ness and education. 

Having a positive mindset really 
helped her get through challeng-

Hauraki Plains College head students have a desire to succeed in their leadership.                  Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE

ing times.
Meanwhile, fellow leader and 

head of sports and service council 
Amber Perry, 17, said she always 
faced challenges “head on” and 
strived to do her best.

Amber’s goal was to help uplift 
school spirit and make it a fun 
environment through the school 
events, she said.

One dream she hoped to achieve 
was to live life to the fullest. 

Fellow leader and head of tech-
nology and hapū council Hamish 
Paterson, 17, said he aimed to con-
tinue the winning streak for the 
Waihōu house group and support 
the interests of students through 
technology and engineering.

The thing that encouraged him 
to press on and do his best even 
when there were challenges came  
down to the fact that “I am very 
stubborn and driven to always 
give 110 per cent in everything I 
do”, he said. 

The group of young leaders 
believed they had a strong set 
of strengths and skills amongst 
them. 

“We think we are all confident, 
approachable and understanding. 

“We all have the desire to suc-
ceed in our leadership and leave 
a lasting impression of awesome-
ness across the school, leaving an 
unforgettable legacy,” the head 
students said.

Their advice for fellow students 
was to work hard and “don’t for-
get to have fun”.
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gifted to women through 
Women’s Refuge services.

“Domestic violence is a huge 
issue in New Zealand, and a 
lot of it goes ‘under the radar’ 
as it takes a lot of courage and 
usually many attempts for a 
woman to leave successfully,” 
Norelle said. 

“Often they walk out with 
nothing, so a handbag with 
some essentials, given with 
love, can make a huge differ-
ence.”

Handbags don’t need to be 
brand new, just in good condi-
tion, Norelle said, and donors 
can drop them off at Pamper 
Me Medispa in Thames before 
March 8.
DETAILS: For more information 
on the Love Grace Handbag Ap-
peal, find lovegracehandbagap-
pealnewzealand on Facebook.

Thames residents rally for handbag appeal
Thames locals are step-

ping up to support women 
escaping domestic violence 
through the Love Grace Hand-
bag Appeal, a nationwide ini-
tiative that delivers handbags 
filled with essential items to 
women in need.

This year, Norelle Broughton 
has picked up the baton to be 
the Thames-based co-ordina-
tor, and has organised Pamper 
Me MediSpa as a local drop-off 
point to make it easier for the 
community to contribute. 

“I’ve donated a handbag in 
the last two campaigns, and 
last year there was no drop-off 
point in Thames, and the co-
ordinator was in Matarangi. 

“So I decided we really need-
ed to have someone in Thames 
this year and applied,” Norelle 
told The Profile.

“I approached Pauline DeTh-
ierry at Pamper Me MediSpa 
and she was really enthusiastic 
about being involved.”

The Love Grace Handbag 
Appeal, created in memory of 
Grace Millane, a British travel-
ler murdered while backpack-
ing in New Zealand in 2018, 
combines Grace’s love of hand-
bags with helping women in 
crisis.

Grace’s family in the United 
Kingdom launched the initia-
tive to honour her memory by 
providing handbags filled with 

essential items to women es-
caping domestic violence.

The appeal is running until 
International Women’s Day on 

March 8, and donated hand-
bags can be filled with essen-
tials such as shampoo, condi-
tioner, body wash, deodorant, 

toothbrushes, and toothpaste.
Now in its fifth year in New 

Zealand, the appeal has seen 
more than 15,000 handbags 

Mia Holmgren from Pamper Me MediSpa is supporting the Love Grace Handbag Appeal this year.        Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU

“Domestic violence 
is a huge issue in New 
Zealand, and a lot of 
it goes ‘under the ra-
dar’ as it takes a lot 
of courage and usu-
ally many attempts 

for a woman to leave 
successfully.” 

- Norelle Broughton
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Children’s Day
Sunday 1st March – 10am-2pm

Victoria Park, Thames
– No need to book, just come along –

CAPS Hauraki is proud to organise this FREE day,
focused on families spending time together.

Bring along a picnic and get ready to have a fantastic day out
in the park. Watch your children enjoy the climbing wall,
sausage sizzle, train rides, games,music and much more.

Wh
at to bring:

Thames Office
301 Pollen Street
PO Box 552, Thames 3540

Free Call 0508 2277 28 (CAPS CU)
Phone (07) 868 8644
Email reception@capshauraki.co.nz
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317 Pollen St,Thames
Stihlshop.co.nz 07 868 8730

Plans mooted for Hauraki mountain bike park
Hauraki District councillors 

are considering whether to 
develop a mountain bike park 
on a council-owned forestry 
block south of Waitakaruru. 

A report tabled at the coun-
cil’s general meeting on Febru-
ary 11 said a decision was due 
on the future of the West Water 
Forest Block, a 69.9ha section 
of land adjacent to the Steen 
Rd quarry. The pine trees cur-
rently planted on the site have 
reached maturity, and harvest-
ing is due to finish in March. 

The report said the site could 
be “re-imagined into a recrea-
tional reserve for the enjoy-
ment of the community” with 
bike trails, and recommended 
public expressions of interest 
be sought for private enter-
prises willing to develop and 
maintain such a facility. 

Councillors debated the re-
port, questioning whether 
there would be enough public 
interest to justify the costs of 
reclassifying the block as an 
active reserve and building a 
bike track. 

Councillor Ray Broad said 
the idea was worth pursuing, 
but suggested it should be pri-
vately run to avoid ongoing 
costs falling to the ratepayer. 

The councillors chose to seek 
registrations of interest in a 
mountain bike park, and will 
review the feedback at a later 
date. 

The forestry block also needs 
replanting, whether or not 
a mountain bike park goes 

ahead, councillors were told.
Most of the councillors were 

in favour of replanting the area 
with native trees rather than 
pine. 

Māori Ward councillor Des 
Tyler emphasised the need for 
soil testing to ensure native 
plants could survive in an area 
previously populated with pine, 
and councillors agreed to look 
into the comparative costs of 
each option before reaching a 
decision.

Meanwhile, another report 
tabled at the meeting confirmed 
variable speed limit signs will 
be installed outside all schools 
in the Hauraki District during 
the April school holidays.

The installation of the signs 
is a Ministry of Transport re-
quirement and will cost around 
$167,000, with 61 per cent of 
the cost being funded by Waka 
Kotahi New Zealand Transport 
Agency (NZTA). 

The council will also be un-

dertaking $950,000 worth of 
work along East Coast Rd in 
Kaiaua over the next two years, 
for upgrades and coastal pro-
tection. 

The report also identified 
a section of unsealed road in 
Komata which needs urgent 
maintenance. The 1.15km sec-
tion at the end of Goble Rd ser-
vices five rural properties, and 
is currently an “unsafe driving 
corridor”, the report said. 

Council records stated main-

tenance of the section was not 
the responsibility of the prop-
erty owners nor of council, the 
meeting heard. However, due 
to the current state of the road 
and its status as the only way to 
access the properties, the coun-
cil has now added it to its main-
tenance network. 

Service delivery manager 
Adrian de Laborde said the 
oversight in responsibility was 
likely an anomaly from past 
software system updates. 

Six new citizens were welcomed to the Hauraki District at a citizenship ceremony on February 11. The newly-minted New Zealanders hail 
from around the district - two from Ngātea, two from Turua, one from Waihī and one from Paeroa. There was a range of countries repre-
sented in the ceremony, with the new citizens coming from England, United Kingdom, South Africa and India.  From left: Mayor Toby Adams 
stands with Harpal Singh, Joseph Choppin, Christopher Stuttard, Mary Adams, Abigail van der Watt, and Lucy Gibson.                       Photo: HDC

By ALICE PARMINTER
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Irishman plunges to his death down mine shaft
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

The big Irishman came into 
Thames’ Prince Imperial 

Hotel a little after 8pm on a 
mid-December night in 1884.  

He seemed dazed, and want-
ed to know if he was in Napier 
or Wellington, or somewhere 
else. 

He had a small glass of beer, 
and sat down, staying there 
for some time.  He said he had 
been having a sleep in a garden 
where there were some orange 
trees.  

The puzzled proprietor con-
cluded that he was not drunk, 
but seemed somewhat light-
headed. He was troubled about 
his wife, who he said was para-
lysed.

“I might get seven years for 
what I’ve done,” he said.  

“Why, you haven’t murdered 
anyone, have you?” asked the 
publican jokingly. 

The man then went out for a 
few minutes, coming back with 
a boy, for who he got a glass of 
sarsaparilla and ginger beer, 
having also a small glass of 
whisky himself.  

The steamer Patiki.                                     Photo: SUPPLIED

He then said he would go to 
Shortland and get his portman-
teau (large travel bag) from a 
steamer.

A few minutes later the man 
plunged 570ft feet to his death 
down the Prince Imperial mine 
shaft opposite the hotel. The 
doors had been left open so the 
miners could lower timber.

The mine manager and Con-
stable Dunn proceeded down 
the shaft in the cage. 

They brought the body to the 
surface and it was taken to the 
Imperial Hotel. 

Papers found on his body 
pointed to him being 33-year-
old Walter Adair and he was 
identified by two men who 
knew him at Wairongomai, Te 
Aroha where, until just recently 
he had  worked as a storeman  
at Wells’ and Souter’s. 

He was in search of new em-
ployment and had only just 
the morning before left by the 

steamer Patiki for Thames.  His 
wife, Annie, was in a very feeble 
state of health, being partially 
paralysed the year before.  The 
couple had four young children 
and the family would now be in 
almost destitute circumstanc-
es.

Walter and Annie had lived 
for several years at Waipawa, 
in Central Hawke’s Bay.  Wal-
ter was the landlord of various 
hotels in the district, including 
three years at Kaikora (now 
Otane). 

Two daughters were born at 
the Kaikōura Hotel where one 
of them also died in April 1881 
aged six months. 

Around the same time Walter 
suffered business trouble and 
became insolvent. 

Seven months later he an-
nounced he was to open a 
grocery store at Waipawa but 
in March, 1882, he decided to 
leave and sold all his stock and 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. In which country are the 2026 
Winter Olympics currently being 
held?
2. What percentage of citizens in 
the US have worked at Mcdonald’s 
at some point in their lives? a) Four 
per cent, b) nine per cent, or c) 14 
per cent?
3. Which of these deities has the 
same name in both Greek and Ro-
man mythologies? a) Apollo, b) 
Artemis, or c) Athena?
4. True or false: all three of the first 
Star Wars movies to be released 
(1977-1983) were directed by 
George Lucas?
5. Richard Pearse is a New Zealand 
pioneer in which industry? a) Avia-
tion, b) filmmaking, or c) nuclear 
physics?
6. Which American sitcom TV show 
ran from 1970 to 1974, following 
a fictional pop music band family 
including Shirley, Keith, Laurie, and 
Danny?
7. 90 per cent of New Zealand’s 
plantation forests are what spe-
cies?
8. Which musical artist was the 
headliner at the Superbowl LX half-
time show, held February 8, 2026? 
a) Ariana Grande, b) Bad Bunny, or 
c) Camila Cabello?
9. Which metal element melts 
at 29.8°C at normal atmospheric 
pressure, allowing a “disappearing 
spoon” magic trick where a normal 
spoon will dissolve in boiling wa-
ter? a) Gallium, b) mercury, or c) 
nickel?
10. The shortest possible plane trip 
to Johannesburg from Auckland 
would be a) directly west from 
Auckland, or b) directly south from 
New Zealand passing over Antarc-
tica and then heading north?

ANSWERS: 1. Italy; 2. c) 14 per cent, or ap-
proximately 1 in 8 people; 3. a) Apollo; 4. False. 
(George Lucas directed the first movie, but did 
not direct the following two films in the original 
trilogy; 5. a) Aviation; 6. The Partridge Family; 7. 
Pinus radiata or radiata pine; 8. b) Bad Bunny; 
9. a) Gallium; 10. b) Directly south from New 
Zealand passing over Antarctica.

trade and furniture. He did not 
leave though, becoming a hotel 
keeper again.  In 1883 another 
calamity struck when Annie, 
aged 28, became partially par-
alysed. 

By 1884 the family had 
moved to Te Aroha, but things 
appeared to still go wrong for 
Walter.  By the time he reached 
Thames he had become un-
hinged with worry.

Walter had been a member 
of the Oddfellows - a society 
which provided aid and sup-
port to working-class people. 
They visited the sick, educat-
ed orphans, relieved the dis-
tressed and buried the dead.

Now Thames members ar-
ranged Walter’s funeral, laying 
a large wreath and Oddfellows 
regalia on his coffin.  At Short-
land cemetery after the service, 
the brethren draped bunches 
of thyme on the coffin, a tra-
dition tied to a belief that the 
souls of the dead linger in the 
scent of the herb. 

A subscription list was taken 
round the district soliciting fi-
nancial aid for Annie and the 
children.  It was heartily re-
sponded to, a sum of from £20 
to £30 being raised.  

Not long after the accident 
Annie’s brother and sister ar-
rived from Waipawa and took 
the little family back with them. 

Annie died eight years later, 
aged 38, at her sister’s home.  
She had been a great sufferer 
of paralysis for nine years.

Throughout her long illness 
she had displayed the greatest 
fortitude and the end, it was 
said, came to her as a happy 
release.
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Health Shuttle service.
With the cost of fuel and the pressure on other household
expenses, it makes sense for people to utilise the Health Shuttle
service to go to their medical appointments.  There is no charge for
this; simply contribute a donation or koha as you can. Getting to your
appointments is a priority for good health outcomes and the service
is suppois supported by our community for the beneet of our community.

Our Thames Health Shuttle service is available to anyone in the 
Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea wider communities (including Kaiaua) for
transport to attend any kind of health related appointment in those
towns, or to any hospital appointment locally or inter-regionally 
including Hamilton, Auckland and Tauranga localities. Patients can 
have their own support person accompany them if required.

FFor Health Shuttle bookings: phone us on (07) 868 0567 or
0800 934 287 and discuss your needs with us.

Vacancies.
A core part for this service are our volunteer drivers who drive the
shuttles. When we have vacancies, it makes it a little harder for us to
deliver and meet everyones needs or expectations. We currently
have some vacancies so if you want to end out more information 
on being a on being a volunteer driver give us a call on 0800 934 287 

Hato Hone St John - local people helping meet the needs of 
our community

St John Thames

                            I find advertising with The Valley Profile          
                            nice and easy. Whenever I’ve asked for 
                            something, it’s always been dealt with and 
                           done to a high standard. So it means 
I don’t have to think about the advertisement as 
such myself. As a business, I’m always trying to free 
myself up as much as possible, and if people are doing 
that other stuff for us, then that’s a service that we’ll 
continue to use. When we moved our shop location to 
Matatoki, our regular ad meant we could always have 
that communication out to our customers - it’s working 
because people know where we are and people are calling in. It’s never an issue for us 
to be able to do a conjoined ad with our other business, Burtons on Pollen Lunch Bar 
and Catering, we appreciate having that flexibility. When we have won awards or done 
something you guys have always been the first ones to approach us to do a write-up on it. 
So that goes a long way.
“If we weren’t happy with you, we wouldn’t have been advertising with you for however 
many years. Using your service for this long is a testament to your team that we’re happy 
with the job that you’re doing and see results out of it.”
      Elliot Burton - Burtons Butchery

Back the local paper 
that’s read cover to cover!
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

“

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
022 174 3988 | davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

Tel: 07 8687892
Mob: 027 314 1577

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578

At Valley Education we have a range of
programmes including

Agriculture Level 2 - an introductory course
that can lead to aa higher study at LLevel 3 or

employmentt as aa general farmm wwoorker

Mecchaannical Enginneeeriinng Level 2 --
an introduucctory course whhiicch will give you tthhe

basic knnoowleddgge & skills ffor wweelding and tthhe ussee
of haand anndd power tooools.

Foundaatiioon Skills - yoou ccan work towaarrddss
achhiieving yoouur creddiitts for
NCEAA LLeveel 1 qualificattiion

Firefighters battle blaze at landfill
Smoke was seen over the hills behind Paeroa 

on February 11, as fire broke out at the Tiro-
hia Landfill and Energy Park. 

A Fire and Emergency New Zealand spokes-
person confirmed the agency was alerted to 
the fire at 11.34am. Ten crews from Paeroa, 
Te Aroha, Pūriri, Turua, Waihī, and Ngatea 
responded to the incident. Among the firefight-

ers was Hauraki District Council Mayor Toby 
Adams, who had to call an early recess to the 
council meeting he was chairing. A helicopter 
was also sent out to assist. The fire was burning 
in around 100m x 50m of rubbish, the spokes-
person said, and the cause was undetermined. 
All Fire and Emergency personnel had ceased 
operations and left the scene by 5pm.

A helicopter as-
sists with firefight-

ing efforts at Tirohia 
Landfill and Energy 

Park. 
Photo: Te Aroha 

Volunteer Fire 
Brigade
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Fackham Hall (97 mins) M. A spoof that crosses Downton Abbey with Flying High and Monty Python,
it follows a lovable pick-pocket Eric as he lands a job at a unique English manor house. He quickly
rises through the ranks, and a forbidden romance with lady-of-the-house Rose blossoms. But when an
unexpected murder occurs, Eric gets framed – leaving Rose and her family’s future perilously uncertain.
Wuthering Heights (136 mins) M. 2026 film. A passionate and tumultuous love story set on the Yorkshire
moors, exploring the intense and destructive relationship between Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw.
Mārama (89 mins) RP16. Mary, a young Māori woman, is summoned from NZ to Yorkshire. She
becomes the governess at Hawkser Manor under Sir Nathaniel Cole, who made his fortune in the
South Seas. Cole speaks Te Reo and insists he can help her. But the walls of his home are hung
with Māori taonga, and by night Mary finds herself haunted by memories that are not her own.
Nuremberg (148 mins) M. The Allies, led by an unyielding chief prosecutor, have the task of ensuring
the Nazi regime answers for the unveiled horrors of the Holocaust while a US Army psychiatrist is
locked in a dramatic psychological duel with former Reichsmarschall Herman Göring (Russell Crowe).
Hamnet (126 mins) M. From Academy Award® winning writer/director Chloé Zhao, HAMNET tells the
powerful love story that inspired the creation of Shakespeare’s timeless masterpiece, Hamlet. Award winner.
Song Sung Blue (132 mins) M. Based on a true story, two down-on-their-luck musicians (Hugh Jackman
and Kate Hudson) form a joyous Neil Diamond tribute band, proving it’s never too late to follow your dreams.
Next week: Elvis Presley in Concert Elvis sings and tells his story like never before. A new cinematic
experience. Holy Days A hilarious, heartwarming Kiwi dramedy. Three nuns and a Māori boy on a road trip.

Movies from Thursday 19 February to Wednesday 25 February
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames
Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Choice Fruit
& Vegetables

“yummy”
assorted
chutneys

and relishes
500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

“Most people can relate to 
the soothing effect of cuddling 
a cat or stroking a dog,” she 
said.

“Many New Zealand soldiers 
took their own farm horses to 
World War I - 10,000 in total 
- and only four returned. Even 
glow worms and carrier pi-
geons played a part. 

“Animals’ intelligence, loyal-
ty and bravery took them into 
dangerous situations and with-
out them, the soldiers them-
selves would have had to face 
these dangers.”
DETAILS: Purple Poppy Day will 
be held this Saturday at the mu-
seum on the corner of Pollen and 
Cochrane Streets, Thames. More 
information can be found via 
the Thames Museum’s Facebook 
page.

Painting Thames purple for first poppy day
Animals whose courage and 

service shaped wartime 
history will be remembered 
on Saturday when the Thames 
RSA and Thames Museum Te 
Whare Taonga o te Kauaeran-
ga host the town’s first Purple 
Poppy Day.

The day of remembrance, to 
be held on February 21, shines 
a light on the often-overlooked 
role animals played on the bat-
tlefield and beyond - from car-
rying messages and supplies, 
to offering comfort and com-
panionship to soldiers endur-
ing the hardships of war.

“The museum is honoured to 
have been chosen by Thames 
RSA as the venue for their first 
Purple Poppy Day,” Thames 
Museum Society chair Carolyn 
McKenzie said.

“The museum site features 
the Thames Central School 
World War I Memorial Arch 
and is overlooked by the Peace 
Monument, so it is a very fit-
ting place to hold this event.”

The day will officially open at 
10.30am with a guest speaker, 
followed by a range of activi-
ties suitable for all ages. Until 
1pm, visitors will also have the 
opportunity to meet Rusty the 
Red Cross Donkey.

There will be a ‘People and 
Pets Wear Purple and/or Kha-
ki’ competition, with pets of 
small-to-medium size welcome 

to take part. Prizes will be an-
nounced at 1pm.

“Personally, I feel Purple 
Poppy Day is a great way to in-
troduce children to the fact of 
thousands of animals being in-
volved in war efforts,” Carolyn 
said. 

“The animals worked really 
hard and because of their intel-
ligence, were able to learn im-
portant tasks like carrying mes-

sages and supplies or looking 
for survivors in the rubble of a 
bomb attack.”

She said being involved in 
the RSA’s first Purple Poppy 
Day was an exciting step for the 
museum, and there was hope it 
would become an annual event.

“Thames RSA and the mu-
seum have worked together be-
fore, so this is another impor-
tant step in our relationship.”

Carolyn said it was important 
to recognise animals at war, for 
both the practical roles they 
played and the comfort they 
provided to soldiers.

“They played key roles on the 
frontline as workers, but also 
behind the scenes as company 
mascots and ‘comfort’ friends 
for men who were far from 
home and enduring terrible 
events.

The day of remembrance will be held at the Thames Museum with its stone memorial arch.  RIGHT: Donkeys and other 
animals played an important role in wartime, which will be remembered during the first Purple Poppy Day.  FILE PHOTOS

By KELLEY TANTAU
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
4 Mackay Street 3 1 2 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20958

Big on Space, Big on Potential
This iconic property combines comfort and potential.
Inside, three good-sized bedrooms with built-in storage
support easy, functional living. A lounge with a heat
pump and a fireplace. Big section 2023 sqm (approx.)
with garage/workshop.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
31 Adams Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21227

Character, Comfort & Opportunity
A character-filled villa, with a generous open-plan living
space, that is the home’s centrepiece, complete with a
cosy woodburner and heatpump. Spacious bedrooms.
A good-sized bathroom, a dedicated laundry plus
separate toilet. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $585,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
60 Victoria Street, Waikino 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21266

Where Nature Whispers and Comfort
Awaits
Tucked among established grounds, this two-bedroom
home offers a sanctuary where nature and comfort
meet. The open-plan living flows seamlessly to
opposing decks. Call Lester today.

Asking Price $667,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
90 Kenny Street 2 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa18598

Charming Sun-Filled Cottage
This charming, sun-filled cottage offers a secure and
comfortable home with two bedrooms, two bathrooms,
plus a sunroom or office. Ideally located within easy
walking distance to town centre. Good-sized
garage/workshop. Fully fenced.

Asking Price $575,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
79 Kenny Street 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20773

Motivated, Must be Sold
This relocated, renovated home offers open-plan living
with a fireplace and polished floors, plus indoor-
outdoor flow to a covered deck. Set on a flat section
with future potential, and an easy walk to town.

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
86B Bradford Street 4 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21274

Tidy and Move in Ready
This charming four-bedroom, two-bathroom home
(including a handy ensuite) has been lovingly renovated
and is ready for its next chapter. Featuring wooden
floors, aluminum joinery, and a heat pump for year-
round comfort.

Asking Price $635,000
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
19 Albert Street 5 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21263

Big on Space, Great for Families
Designed with family in mind, this generous five-
bedroom home offers the perfect solution for growing
or multi-generational families who want space,
comfort, and easy entertaining—spacious open plan
living on two levels.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Wed 4 Mar (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Katikati
10A Bridgman Lane, Tanners Point 4 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20656

Live the Dream, Create the Lifestyle
An outstanding lifestyle opportunity awaits, offering
generous space and exciting potential in a prime
location. Set on 1.25 ha (approx), this versatile property
is thoughtfully arranged across multiple zones. Big
three bay shed, and an orchard with a variety of fruit.

Auction Thurs 5 Mar, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Waihi
117 Bulltown Road 4 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa19638

Room to Grow on Established Grounds
This property offers space to grow, established gardens,
bush, and hill views. The main home features three
bedrooms, warm open-plan living with a fireplace and a
heat pump, plus a separate sleepout beside the garage
with a bathroom and kitchenette.

Asking Price $799,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Terms and Conditions Available to properties exclusively listed with EVES until 28 February 2026. During the campaign
period, vendors are liable for the $500 vendor contribution within the EVES Summer Spotlight Campaign. Sole agency

agreement required (minimum 90 days). If withdrawn early, the vendor must reimburse EVES for campaign costs (less any
vendor contribution). Campaign components are non-transferable and non-refundable. One Summer Spotlight campaign
per property. Not available for properties already listed with EVES. Available through EVES Katikati and EVES Waihi. Prices

include GST and are valid until 28 February 2026. Marketing will not commence until payment is received.

SUMMER
SPOTLIGHT

List exclusively with EVES Katikati or Waihi and we’ll
supercharge our already premium marketing package with
an additional $3,750 in value, for an investment of $500.

Don’t miss out. List by 28 February.

Real Estate
EVESWaihi

07 863 1118 | waihi@eves.co.nz
EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Waihi
7 Penny Lane, Waikino

eves.co.nz/ewa20871

More than a Section, Make a Move
Set in an elevated, sun-soaked position, this 2,023 sqm
(approx.) section offers privacy, panoramic views, and
exciting potential. At its heart sits a cleverly designed
two-bedroom Swift tiny home, created for comfortable
living.

Asking Price $510,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Axemen race to complete a chopping challenge.                             Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

The winners of the Irish Dancing under-9 category take the stage. The Bay of Plenty Pipes and Drums band. 

Sounding the pipes
Continuous rain wasn’t enough to deter participants at this 
year’s Paeroa Highland Games and Tattoo. Despite the dreary 
conditions, the events proceeded mostly as normal, although 
the Highland Dancing competition was relocated to the nearby 
Scout Hall. The crowd of onlookers was smaller than expected, 
but there was plenty for them to see, including the heavyweight 
field events, the Axemen’s Chopping Carnival, solo pipers and 
pipe bands. The Evening Tattoo also went ahead, and those who 
braved the weather were treated to a Scottish-themed three-hour 
extravaganza featuring the massed pipe bands, caber toss, and 
farmer’s walk. ALICE PARMINTER headed along to watch. 

A heavyweight competitor pitches his shot in the 14lb Sheaf Toss.

The Papakura Pipe Band strut their stuff. 
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Recovering from an emergency can
be tough and you don’t have to
go through it alone.

If you or someone you know in
Thames-Coromandel needs help,
here are the services available:

• Ministry of Social Development (MSD) –
Financial assistance, welfare support,
accommodation help. Call 0800 559 009 or visit
your local MSD office.

• Rural Support Trust – Confidential support for
farmers, growers, and rural whānau dealing with
stress, damage, or loss. Call 0800 787 254.

• Here to Help U – One-stop support for food
parcels, financial hardship, mental health, social
services andmore. Visit: heretohelpu.nz

• 1737 – Need to Talk? – Free counselling by
phone or text, 24/7. Call or text 1737.

• Temporary Accommodation Service (TAS)
– If you are unable to return to your property
and think youmay require help with securing
temporary accommodation, register with the
TAS as soon as possible. Further information is
available on their website: tas.mbie.govt.nz

• Community & Iwi Providers – Local services
offering food, shelter, emotional support and
recovery assistance. Check in with:
o Local marae and iwi providers
o Salvation Army
o Red Cross
o Local churches and community hubs

• Thames-Coromandel District Council –
tcdc.govt.nz for updates on road closures, water
services, cleanup, and recovery assistance.

Don’t worry,
support is here

Storm
Recovery
Update

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

Building back from the January storm
A couple of weeks after the severe
rainstorm hit our district, Mayor Peter
Revell declared the Coromandel open
and back in business in time for the
Waitangi Day long weekend.
The weekend was a great success,
pulling in thousands of visitors to
supply our hospitality businesses with
a much-needed shot in the arm.
Our Council’s roading and water services
teams, as well as NZ Transport Agency Waka
Kotahi and the Department of Conservation, have
movedmountains – of slip debris – to reopen roads, get
water flowing and reopen tracks and campgrounds.
But the damage to roads, parks, water infrastructure and
dozens of properties will take some time to be fully put
right. Our recovery programme ismobilising considerable
Council resources, our contractors, partner agencies
likeWaikato Regional Council, NZTAWaka Kotahi, the

Department of Conservation, other government
agencies and the Coromandel community.

After the storm, our district was faced
with eight weeks of initial clean-up on
our roading network including clearing
slip debris and contractors carrying
out simple repairs on scores of sites.
About 40 sites need longer-term work

requiring a designed approach, such as
earthworks and retaining walls.

Our recovery work encompasses not just the
rebuilding of damaged infrastructure but also the

physical and emotional wellbeing of our people. We will
be liaising with government ministers and officials as
much as possible to advocate for central government
funding for a long-term roading resilience programme
for the district.
For more information on our storm recovery work, go to
tcdc.govt.nz/stormrecovery

LAND INSTABILITY
Our weather can be unpredictable. Heavy rain can
cause landslips or flooding.
Check with MetService for the latest forecast before
you travel. Check your route on NZTA’s Journey
Planner for State Highway conditions and visit our
TCDC website for Council road updates.
Our Council has assessed land instability at
approximately 40 locations at the time this ad went to
print, with requests for more assessments still being
received. We’re encouraging everyone to keep an eye
out for land instability – check for signs at
getready.govt.nz/emergency/landslides
This doesn’t necessarily mean there’s an issue, but
please report them through the Request for Service
(RFS) system so our Council can follow up.
Our team, including GIS specialists and geotechnical
engineers, is actively reviewing reports to support
our community. Your observations play an important
role in this work and are always appreciated.
More information on how to fill out an RFS can be
found on our website under the 'contact us' tab.

RAPID BUILDING
ASSESSMENT
AND PLACARD
INFORMATION

After any weather event or
emergency that affects property,
our Council’s carries out rapid
building assessments in the
areas affected. These are done

to determine whether buildings
are safe to occupy and whether they

pose a safety risk to others.

Following a rapid building assessment, a property will
receive either a white, yellow, or red placard.

Only authorised officials can place, change,
remove or advise on removing the placards, which are
legal instruction and catergorised into three levels.

Safe to occupy but keep an eye out for
any damage.

Limited access only. Some areas may be
restricted and used under supervision.

Do not enter due to damage or land risk.
This doesn’t always mean the building
will be demolished.

WHITE

YELLOW

RED

White placards are an
exception as they
expire 21 days after
they are issued.
Once we issue a
placard, you will need
to arrange a more
detailed assessment of
the property.

For more information visit tcdc.govt.nz/placards
or call us on 07 868 0200.

MAYORALDISASTER
RELIEF FUND
Our Mayoral Disaster Relief Fund
is available to anyone in the
district financially affected by
the January storm.

The fund provides one-off financial
support in cases of genuine hardship,
including help with clean-up costs, basic
needs, uninsured or underinsured losses, and support
for small businesses. It is intended as a last-resort
option when other assistance has been exhausted.

We are calling for donations to help build the
fund so meaningful support can be provided once
applications are assessed.

Thanks to all who have donated, especially these
significant donors:

• Central government (National Emergency
Management Agency) – $100,000

• IAG (owner of State, AMI and other insurance
brands) – $100,000

• Suncorp (owner of Vero Insurance) – $50,000

Applications close Friday 6 March 2026.

Find out how to donate or apply: tcdc.govt.nz/MDRF
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FRIDAY, 13 MARCH, 2026FRIDAY, 13 MARCH, 2026
MATATOKI SCHOOL HALLMATATOKI SCHOOL HALL

PROCEEDS FROMTHIS EVENT GO TO: MATATOKI SCHOOLPROCEEDS FROMTHIS EVENT GO TO: MATATOKI SCHOOL

TICKET + GRAZING TABLE: $60TICKET + GRAZING TABLE: $60
COMEDYFORACAUSE.NZ/EVENT/MS26COMEDYFORACAUSE.NZ/EVENT/MS26

DOORS: 6.00PM / SHOW: 6.45PM / 18+DOORS: 6.00PM / SHOW: 6.45PM / 18+
BAR AVAILABLE / CASH & EFTPOSBAR AVAILABLE / CASH & EFTPOS

JOEL VINSEN

MATATOKI SCHOOLMATATOKI SCHOOL

NICK RADOKEEGAN GOVIND

“CRISP JOKES, GREATOBSERVATIONS, ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT.”
– RUSSELL HOWARD

SENENNTSNTS

0800 367 227 | forsythbarr.co.nz

Fonterra Sale:
What’s next for you?
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Forsyth Barr invites you to a
complimentary investment seminar

FORSYTH BARR COMPL IMENTARY INVESTMENT SEMINAR

In this seminar Brett Bell-Boothwill break down what the
sale means for Fonterra suppliers, shareholders, and the
wider dairy sector. Brett will also discuss practical next steps —
from paying down debt to building flexibility and exploring off-
farm investment opportunities.
The seminar will include a question-and-answer session, and light
refreshments will be served.We look forward to seeing you there.

Friday, 27 February 2006,
12:00pm—1:30pm
The Thames on Kirkwood,
100 Kirkwood Street, Thames

Register online at: forsythbarr.co.nz/seminars
For any queries, please email
rsvp.tauranga@forsythbarr.co.nz or
call Erin Robson on (07) 578 2737.

Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser

$17k boost for playground upgrade
Netherton School students, 
families and the wider com-
munity will soon have some-
thing new and improved to 
explore.

That’s because Netherton 
School was awarded a grant of 
$17,000 by the New Zealand 
Community Trust (NZCT) to 
go towards a renovated and 
upgraded playground, includ-
ing extensive earthworks, re-
sulting in a safer, more engag-
ing outdoor space.

Principal Brook Bowman 
said the generous funding 
from NZCT would allow the 
school to complete their new 
playground and associated 
earthworks to create a safe 
and stimulating space to en-
hance the physical, social and 
emotional development for 
students.

“The upgraded playground 
aligns strongly with the 
school’s vision and values, 
providing year-round oppor-
tunities for exploration, crea-
tivity, and active learning. As 
a small, rural primary school 
near Paeroa, Netherton School 
recognises the important role 
that play and physical activ-
ity have in supporting student 
wellbeing,” she said.

The upgraded playground 
will also benefit the wider 
community. 

The school often hosts birth-
day parties and family gather-
ings and acts as a stopover 

Students of Netherton School will soon have an upgraded playground.          Photo: SUPPLIED
point for travellers. The new 
play area will serve as a com-
munity asset, which offers 
families a safe and accessible 
place outside of school hours.

It’s clear the students of 
Netherton School are looking 
forward to what’s on the brink.

Year seven student Braxton 
Kennedy said a new play-

ground would attract more  
people to use it - “it’s a bit bor-
ing at the moment”, while year 
five student Sophia Searancke 
said it was important for the 
school to get a new playground 
as the current one was very old 
and rusty.

NZCT’s general manager of 
grants, marketing and com-

munications Ben Hodges said 
it was wonderful to help build 
infrastructure to “let kids do 
what they do best - play”.

“NZCT can fund this com-
munity good thanks to the 
fundraising partnership we 
share with the Paeroa Hotel via 
their host responsible gaming 
lounge.”

Funding 
for festival
The Coromandel will once again 
host the Whitianga Oceans Fes-
tival in September with fund-
ing from the $70 million Major 
Events and Tourism Package, 
Coromandel MP Scott Simpson 
said.

Although the amount of fund-
ing for the festival hasn’t yet been 
announced,  the event is expected 
to attract visitors from across 
New Zealand and overseas. 

Mr Simpson said the govern-
ment’s latest investment in major 
events would support local jobs 
and businesses. “Major events 
are critical for our hospitality and 
tourism sectors, especially here 
in the Coromandel. Accommoda-
tions fill up, restaurants and cafés 
thrive, and local businesses see 
more customers, creating jobs 
and lifting incomes,” he said.

“Across New Zealand, tourism 
directly contributes $17 billion 
to national GDP and just under 
200,000 jobs. Tourism makes up 
almost 12 per cent of Coroman-
del’s GDP. The economic ripple 
effect of major events is huge, 
supporting our local businesses 
and growing our economy.”

Events such as the Whitianga 
Oceans Festival didn’t just bring 
visitors; they also brought energy 
to the region and its towns, help-
ing to create vibrant communi-
ties, he said. “This funding is a 
significant boost to Whitianga 
and the wider Coromandel, and 
I’m looking forward to our region 
hosting another great event which 
encourages locals and visitors to 
celebrate all we have to offer.” 
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Need metal or aggregate?

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

WE SUPPLY

CRUSHER DUST

AND CLAY

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ | 0800 10 87 27

Surprise catch for 6-year-old trapper
When six-year-old Eliza 

Dance went on a guided 
night walk and learned how 
to tell the difference between 
weasels and stoats - she never 
imagined what it would lead to 
the following morning.

Eliza and her parents, Becks 
and Blair of Coromandel, 
spent some time holidaying at 
Waikawau Bay Campground 
in mid January.

“We try and get up there 
as much as we can. It’s such 
a beautiful place to go camp-
ing and it’s only an hour away 
from us,” Becks said.

Eliza’s interest in protecting 
wildlife started last year when 
she got to paint a rat trap box 
as part of a school summer 
holiday programme at the 
campground which was hosted 
by Moehau Environment 
Group.

“Eliza’s one she painted last 
year, we just kept at our place 
in town in Coromandel.”

The young trapper, who is a 
student at Coromandel Area 
School, was often awake be-
fore her parents, and charged 
across the lawn in her pajamas 
each morning at around 6am 
to check her trap.

“But it’s been a while since 

Eliza Dance, 6, 
of Coromandel 
finds a weasel 

in her trap while 
on holiday at 

Waikawau Bay 
Campground. 

Photo: 
SUPPLIED

On the LandOn the Land

she’s caught anything in town, 
which we kind of took as a 
good sign.”

Following the educational 
night walk last month, the 
young wildlife protector said 
she put her new trap box out 
at the campground and the 
next morning she discovered 
something unusual.

When Eliza saw a tail hang-
ing out of the trap box, her 
first thought was “that’s not a 
rat’s tail”.

Eliza identified the perpetra-
tor as a weasel, who was lured 
in by Pic’s peanut butter.

“So the weasels have wig-

gly lines on their tummy, and 
the stoats have straight lines,” 
Eliza said.

“And the stoats have black 

tips on the tail, and the wea-
sels’ tails are quite skinny.

Becks said she didn’t think 
weasels usually went for pea-

nut butter. “But Eliza and her 
dad spent a bit of time figuring 
out where the best place to 
put the trap was because we 
were staying up for another 
few nights, so we thought we 
might as well set it,” she said.

“When we were camping up 
at Waikawau last year, there 
were baby kingfishers nesting 
in the tree that was right by 
the weasel catch. 

“So [we’re] really glad that 
we took a weasel out up there  
because there’s so many cool 
baby birds and stuff nesting up 
there as well.”

When the family got back to 
Coromandel, Eliza set the trap 
in their backyard and caught 
a rat, and also set up a trap at 
her granny’s house where she  
caught two more rats.

“The rats we get in town, 
we just feed back to the eels 
because we’re quite close to a 
creek,” Becks said.

While the young trapper 
was also an avid lover of bush 
walks, making art and look-
ing up at the stars and moon 
through a telescope, it was 
clear she was passionate about 
taking care of the wildlife 
around her.

Eliza’s advice for other peo-
ple was to “go out and get a 
trap and protect our birds”.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Eliza was surprised to catch a weasel 
in her brightly-painted rat trap. 
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$4,370

$5,910

$7,500

$7,860+ORC+ORC

INC
GST

INC GST

INC GSTINC GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW
KEA 6x4
ATV Trailer
c/w crate

NEW
KEA 7x4
Car Trailer
c/w rubbish crate
Tipping Tray
& Jockey Wheel

USED Smartwave 3500
Plastic Boat on Galv DMW Trailer. Rego &WOF
Mercury 15Hp engine done 30 hrs Running
Oars, anchor rope, 2 Life Jackets

NEW
KEA KC 85

Tandem Trailer
Ply Floor,

Jockey Wheel

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

BE QUICK!!!!
Come and beat the price rise

Touch rugby legends wanted
Nominations are open to celebrate 
the unsung heroes whose dedication 
and generosity help their touch rugby 
communities thrive, with selected re-
cipients receiving $5000 to reinvest in 
grassroots sport.

Bunnings Home Ground Heroes is 
inviting touch communities across 
Aotearoa to recognise the volunteers 
who make the game possible. From or-
ganisers and coaches to those working 
tirelessly behind the scenes, the initia-
tive celebrates the unsung individuals 
whose passion, commitment and mahi 
keep touch thriving at a grassroots 
level. Over the past five years, 20 re-
cipients from communities nationwide 
have been recognised for their out-
standing contributions to touch. 

Bunnings NZ general manager 
Melissa Haines said touch communities 
thrived because of everyday New Zea-
landers who gave their time and energy 
to others. 

“Home Ground Heroes lets us sup-
port that impact in a meaningful way, 
helping local volunteers do even more 
for their players and whānau,” she said.

Past recipients used the support to 
expand local initiatives, reduce barriers 
for families and invest in equipment 
that strengthens participation. 

Among the past winners of the pro-
gram, Jenny Turner shared the impact 
of the fund in her community.

“The funding has made a genuinely 
meaningful difference to how we de-
liver our junior module,” Jenny said. 

“It’s enabled us to invest in essential 
infrastructure, from new referee shirts 
and refreshed equipment to a golf cart 
that helps our small volunteer team set 
up quickly and safely, along with a me-
dia wall that makes our championship 
finals feel truly special.

“With just four volunteers running 
the programme, these upgrades have 

taken real pressure off our committee 
and helped us create an experience 
where kids feel valued, proud, and ex-
cited to be part of their local club.”

Meanwhile, Ani Nock has been a 
cornerstone of the Waikato touch com-
munity for more than 25 years. Starting 
out as a player, she has gone on to rep-
resent New Zealand at the 2015 Touch 
World Cup. Ani plays a key role in 
coaching teams for the Women’s Touch 
NZ module. 

“The financial grant helped us invest 
in resources and equipment for the 
teams which has made a big difference 
and made life so much easier,” she said. 

“We’ve also been able to invest heav-
ily in our women’s module. We’re 
incredibly grateful to Bunnings for all 
their support.” 

The initiative invites touch communi-
ties nationwide to nominate those who 
embody this same dedication. Nomi-
nators will need to outline how their 
nominee positively impacts the touch 
community and how a $5000 grant 
would further strengthen their efforts.
DETAILS: Nominations close on March 
14, with winners to be announced in 
mid-April. For more information on the 
2026 Bunnings Home Ground Heroes 
programme, visit www.touchnz.co.nz/
bunnings-home-ground-heroes. 

Past recipient Jenny Turner used the grant for 
her junior touch team.        Photo: SUPPLIED
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Be part of our special feature, showcase your products and 
services to potential customers in the March 24th edition.
Booking deadine is March 16th
For more information, contact 
Nikki on 022 130 3885 or E:nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
or Davidda on 022 174 3988 or E:davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

BUILDING & RENOVATING

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nzAdviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

More than 1000 cubic metres of 
unstable material was removed 
during a three-day closure of State 
Highway 25 on Kūaotunu Hill last 
week.

This section is now cleared for 
two-way traffic under a speed re-
striction, Waka Kotahi New Zea-
land Transport Agency (NZTA) 
advised. However, the highway is 
down to a single lane at another 
slip site a few hundred metres 
along the road, with temporary 
traffic lights being used to manage 
traffic through the underslip site.

The agency said the sites will 
continue to be monitored as fur-
ther investigations are carried out 
to determine what further work is 
needed.

Meanwhile, clean-up and re-
covery work is continuing around 
the Coromandel and on State 
Highway 2 through the Karanga-
hake Gorge following the January 
storms.

There are more than 20 sites 
along SH25 and through the Ka-
rangahake Gorge needing signifi-
cant repairs, NZTA said, with sev-
eral remaining reduced to a single 
lane until that work is done. 

“We expect to have work under-
way at the most urgent sites by the 
beginning of March, once designs, 
consenting and other approvals 
have been completed,” the agency 
said in a press release.

“All these sites will continue to 

Cleanup continues 
at Kūaotunu During the summer school 

holidays, the Thames School 
of Mines welcomed tamariki 
(children) and their whānau 
(families), along with visiting 
whānau groups, into the Edu-
cation Community Room for a 
range of hands-on activities.

Throughout January, visitors 
explored the Mineralogical 
Museum, learned about differ-
ent specimens, created posters 
about their favourite minerals, 
and decorated smooth stones 
using natural materials. 

Artist and friend of the 
Thames School of Mines Jenny 
Hawkeswood also returned to 
share her knowledge of creat-
ing mineral paints, which tam-
ariki used to make postcards, 
paintings, and bookmarks.

The holidays wrapped up 
with friendly vintage games 
and the popular “Archaeologist 
for a Day” programme, where 
tamariki dressed as archaeolo-
gists and learned about tools, 
techniques, tikanga (customs), 
and the difference between 
simulated investigations and 
real archaeological work in 
Aotearoa.

“Ngā mihi (thank you) to all 
the whānau who joined us over 
summer,” organisers said.

“We look forward to welcom-
ing everyone back next school 
holidays.”
DETAILS: The Thames School of 
Mines is open Wednesday to Sat-
urday, 10am-4pm. Enquiries, Ph: 
027 417 0425.

Summer of discovery at School of Mines

Young visitors to the School of Mines create natural collages, measure the 
artefacts, and crush the ore to make mineral paint.                    Photos: SUPPLIED

A digger removes unstable material 
at one of the Kūaotunu slip sites. 
be closely monitored.

“Anyone travelling around the 
Coromandel or through Karan-
gahake Gorge is advised to allow 
extra time for their journey, and 
to expect traffic management and 
speed restrictions at some loca-
tions. This includes on SH2 in 
the gorge and on SH25 for a two 
kilometre stretch on Pumpkin Hill 
north of Tairua.”

NZTA thanked the Coromandel 
community and visitors for their 
patience during the works. 
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BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.

Gifts.
Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
Closed Mondays

Mon/Tues open from 4pm
Wed-Sun open from 11am

HOME OF THE TAPU PIES
772 Thames Coast Road, Tapu

Phone: 078684806
Mobile: 0277410391

Email: office@royyaloakhotel.co.nz

Dog
friendly
garden
bar

Bar,
Restaurant,

Bait &
Wholesale

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

Gunners View Restaurant
Open 7 days

Lunch served 11:30am - 2pm daily
Dinner served from 5:30pm daily

Bar Snacks available all day

Hot Carvery with two meats, hot veges & salad bar
Available from 5:30pm Tues to Sun

Open 11am Daily
Bar | Indoor & Outdoor Bowls | 8 Ball | Snooker | Darts | Gaming | TAB | Live Entertainment

07 863 5688 office@wbrsa.co.nz99 Beach Road, Waihi Beach

The Club with one of the BEST views in the land!

www.wbrsa.co.nz

FoodiesFoodies

Perched above the sweeping coast-
line, Gunners View at the Waihī 

Beach RSA is a place where good food, 
warm hospitality, and community spirit 
come together.

With panoramic views across the 
Pacific, the restaurant offers a relaxed 
dining experience that feels equally at 
home for locals and visitors.

The menu celebrates honest, well-exe-
cuted fare - from classic Kiwi favourites 
to seasonal specials - all prepared with 
care and generosity.

Whether it’s a casual lunch after a 
beach walk or a shared dinner as the 
sun sets, Gunners View delivers comfort, 
flavour, and consistency.

What truly sets it apart is its welcom-
ing atmosphere.

Open to members and non-members 
alike, the Waihī Beach RSA prides itself 
on being inclusive, friendly, and commu-
nity-focused.

Gunners View isn’t about pretension; 
it’s about connection - good food, good 
company, and one of the best views in 
town.

A visit here is more than a meal - it’s a 
reminder of what local dining does best.

- Supplied by Waihī Beach RSA

A great 
place for 
connection: 
Waihī Beach 
RSA

.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Some people 
just seem to 

see it. Not what is, 
but what could be. 
Visionaries. They 

talk about what’s coming as if it’s 
already arrived. And more often 
than not — it does.

There’s science behind that. But 
before we get there, let me tell you 
a story.

Years ago, I was living up the 
coast at Te Mata Lodge. There’s  
this winding bush path that hugs 
the river and leads down a fallen 
log with rough steps carved into it.

Vision before reality - feed your imagination
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION At the bottom — your own pri-
vate swimming hole. Sounds idyl-
lic, right? Until one of those rotten 
steps gave way. I slipped. Crashed 
my way to the bottom, splinters 
and all. The whole thing was a 
mess — and unusable.

But where I saw wreckage, my 
father-in-law Murray saw possi-
bility. He looked at the slope, the 
bush, the mighty totara tree be-
low — and he saw a new staircase, 
carved from the rock.

It was brutal work. And we were 
the labour force. Some holes took 
days to dig. We were chipping 
at solid rock with crowbars and 
scraping it out with a Milo can 
duct-taped to a stick. I saw sweat 

and setbacks. But Murray? He saw 
the finished thing.

Guests walking down. Sitting on 
the bench halfway. Hearing the 
river flow past. He saw the reward 
before it existed.

That’s what vision does. We 
eventually sat on that bench to-
gether, staring out over the river, 
proud and sore. He’d seen it in his 
head — long before we saw it with 
our eyes.

Michaelangelo once said, “I saw 
the angel in the marble and carved 
until I set him free.”

And Solomon said it even ear-
lier: “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish.”

Science is just now catching up 

with that ancient wisdom.
Your amygdala — that emo-

tional safety system in your brain 
— doesn’t know the difference be-
tween what’s real and what’s imag-
ined. That’s why movies can make 
us cry. Why horror films haunt us. 
And why imagined failure can stop 
us before we start.

But the opposite is also true. 
When you see with hope… when 
you imagine a better future… when 
you feel the joy of what’s possible 
before it exists — your brain begin-
sto pave the way.

So here’s the challenge: What 
are you feeding your imagination? 
Fear and failure?

Or purpose and possibility?

Because what you imagine, you 
start to feel — and what you feel 
begins to shape what you do. It’s 
true for our kids. It’s true for us.

And if your inner vision is cloud-
ed, borrow someone else’s for a 
while. Surround yourself with peo-
ple who see more. Who remind 
you of what’s possible.

Because vision always sees the 
bench — even when you’re still 
holding the crowbar.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Thrive 
Trust, supporting mentoring and resilience 
programs across Thames and Paeroa. To 
support his local youth work or follow sto-
ries and insights, find him on social media 
@michaelwilkes.kiwi. Enjoy these arti-
cles? Grab his book The Unschooled Life at 
michaelwilkes.kiwi

Enjoy a meal 
prepared with 
care and gen-

erosity at Gun-
ners View at 

the Waihī Beach 
RSA.

Photos: SUPPLIED

Join our monthly 
Foodies page 

and receive a feature 
article about your 
food business and 

a listing on the 
Coromandel App

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2008 Toyota Landcruiser
Prado V6 Auto, AWD, NZ New,

Top Tow SUV

$15,990

2014 Toyota Fielder
Hybrid, Auto, Economy Plus

$9,990

2011 Toyota RAV-4
Auto, 2.4 Ltr, NZ New,

Top Condition

$12,990

2011 Mazda Bongo
1.8 Ltr Auto, Flat Bed with Tow Bar

$9,990

2013 Honda Jazz
1.5 Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Leather Trim

$10,990

2015 Holden Cruze
Great Condition, NZ New, Only 25 Km

$12,990

2002 Mazda 6 Sport
2.3 Ltr Auto, NZ New, Top Spec

$6,990

2015 Mitsubishi Outlander
2.0 Ltr Auto, 2WD

ARRIVING

$13,990

DOWNLOAD THE APP
CFM.CO.NZ/APP

OUR COROMANDEL
WITH JUDE

EAST
COAST

WEST
COAST

MON - FRI 11 AM - 2 PM

Mochi is just four months old, but 
he has already endured more than 

any puppy ever should. 
He arrived at Thames SPCA with se-

rious injuries consistent with a severe 
dog fight, along with fleas, ticks, and 
worms. 

Despite everything he has suffered, 
Mochi’s gentle, loving nature shines 
through. He greets everyone with a soft 
tail wag and a heart still full of trust.

Sadly, Mochi also has an eye condi-
tion that requires surgery. 

The procedure, which will cost 
around $1000, extends beyond our cur-
rent budget, and we are now reaching 
out to our compassionate community 
for help. We are determined to give this 

sweet boy the second chance at life he 
truly deserves — to heal, to grow, and 
to one day be healthy enough for adop-
tion.

If you can assist with donations to-
wards Mochi’s surgery and veterinary 
care, please contact us on 07 868 6830 
or email thames.office@spca.nz for 
bank account details. Donations can 
also be made in person at our centre.

Mochi is kind, sweet, and so deserv-
ing of a brighter future. Together, we 
can help make that future possible.
UPDATE: Previous Pet Profiles Dewy 
the kitten and China the dog have been 
adopted after being spotted in The Profile, 
and there’s been interest in the white dog, 
Cookie, who is currently still available.  

Pet ProfilePet Profile
Give Mochi the second 
chance he deserves

Thames SPCA is call-
ing for donations for 
Mochi’s eye surgery.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Flock, 4 Leave in the lurch, 14 Civic, 15 Issue, 16 Disruptive, 17 Error, 19 Nip, 20 Nothing, 21
Vibration, 22 Intent, 25 Assistant, 27 Précis, 28 Hearse, 33 Politician, 35 Hot, 36 Jurors, 37 Stop, 39 Emu,
41 Dispute, 42 Sequel, 43 Buccaneer, 44 Lithe, 45 Mystical, 50 La, 51 Pedestal, 55 Ankle, 58 Clarified,
59 Circle, 60 Usually, 61 Mat, 63 Whim, 64 Give up, 65 Ebb, 66 Watermelon, 68 Ashore, 69 Beacon, 71
Sweetened, 76 Taiwan, 77 Freshness, 79 Blurred, 81 Rue, 84 Trade, 85 Irritation, 86 Probe, 87 Halve, 88
Hit below the belt, 89 Droll.

DOWN: 2 Lesson, 3 Crush, 5 Evil, 6 Version, 7 Impure, 8 Twist, 9 Eyesore, 10 Used, 11 Caring, 12 Event,
13 Sceptre, 14 Creeper, 18 Antibiotic, 23 Stain, 24 Disrobe, 26 Snippet, 27 Patella, 29 Retreat, 30 Notify,
31 Shrub, 32 Oracle, 34 Need, 36 Junta, 38 Peril, 40 Fake, 45 Macaw, 46 Spanish, 47 Ibis, 48 Acidic, 49
Skimp, 50 Lectern, 52 Discreetly, 53 Siamese, 54 Abloom, 55 Adhered, 56 Bribe, 57 Flaw, 62 Steer, 67
Artiste, 68 Anarchy, 70 Cordial, 72 Washtub, 73 Salami, 74 Snatch, 75 Verbal, 76 Tells, 78 Straw, 80 Rarer,
82 Herb, 83 Fool.

258

ACROSS
1 Competitor (5)
4 Declares approval
of (8)
9 Homecoming (6)
14 Wreck (5)
15 As chance decides
(3,4,2,3,4)
17 Hot drink (5)
18 Organ of balance (3)
19 Beer plant (7)
20 Pal (9)
21 Mountaineer’s pegs
(6)
24 Wife of King Arthur
and paramour of
Lancelot (9)
25 Off course (6)
26 Reliable (6)
29 Synthetic (10)
31 Small shelter (3)
32 Elevated (6)
33 Doorway side post
(4)
35 Cancel ruthlessly (3)
37 Lend a hand (4)
39 Pain-killing drug (9)
40 Debut (9)
41 Dull brownish-yellow
colour (5)
42 Negligent (8)
47 Garnish (8)
51 Skin holes (5)
55 Double meaning (9)
56 US state (9)
58 Win over (4)
59 Wonder (3)
60 Error (4)
61 Muggy (6)
62 Mistruth (3)

63 Written works (10)
66 Underside (6)
67 Fill with
consternation (6)
69 Large deep stewing
dish (9)
72 Send for sale
overseas (6)
73 Sluggish and
apathetic (9)
75 Dangers (7)
77 Levy (3)
80 Path (5)
81 The most
satisfactory substitute
(3,4,4,5)
82 Courage (5)
83 Panda food (6)
84 Counterpoison (8)
85 Said further (5)
DOWN
2 Heir (9)
3 Permit (5)
5 Inert gas (4)
6 Result (7)
7 Horse race over an
obstructed course (12)
8 Warning device (5)
9 Dinghy (7)
10 Stitch temporarily (4)
11 Gun kick (6)
12 Pay (5)
13 Soon (7)
14 Flavoursome (7)
16 Diploma (11)
22 Light-sensitive layer
within an eyeball (6)
23 Pasta envelopes (7)
24 Brief look (7)
25 Assail (6)

27 Staying power (7)
28 Prove to be false (6)
30 Company’s symbol
(4)
32 Reimburse (5)
34 Military instrument
(5)
36 Repeat (4)
38 Age (3)
42 Pandemonium (5)
43 Constructed again
(7)
44 Felled trunks (4)
45 Moves (6)
46 Orderly
arrangement, display (5)
48 Psychic, fortune-
teller (11)
49 Supporter’s badge
(7)
50 Beverage (3)
51 May drip (anag)(7)
52 Stinking (6)
53 Riptide (12)
54 Exchange for
money (4)
57 Beginning (6)
64 Abode (9)
65 Vie (7)
66 Flagrant (7)
68 Accomplished
musician (7)
70 Went around (7)
71 Fleet of ships (6)
72 Accessory (5)
74 African scavenger
(5)
76 Greenfly (5)
78 Bludgeon (4)
79 Remaining (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

OWENS FLOORING

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive
BKD Farm Quad

Contact Ben 027 488 7019
benknoetze@gmail.com

R E PA I R  A N D  S E R V I C E
To all makes of farm Quads & Bikes

Free collection & deliveries in 25km 
Radius of Ngatea

Care and Repair +
automotive

glass & glazing

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

builder

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $50 + GST per week* 

and one of our professional 
reporters will write a story about 
your business at no extra cost.

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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The high winds over the past couple of weeks 
have been a stark reminder that in weather 

events, trees can be extremely hazardous.
Tree and hedge growth has been immense 

this summer due to the extra rainfall accom-
panied with hot weather.

In some cases this can be a cause for con-
cern, as with the extra growth comes more 
branch weight and during periods of bad 
weather this is the main reason for trees fail-
ing and uprooting.

If you identify a tree on your property you be-
lieve is getting too big for the area it was origi-
nally planted, or the branches look like they 
are heavily weighed down due to age or extra 

growth, then pruning or reducing the size of 
the entire tree or just concentrating on prob-
lematic areas can be an ideal solution.

A ‘reduction’ has a great effect on the over-
all size of the tree and removes all the top 
weight, which reduces the chance of how your 
trees are affected by wind and rain.

A quick walk around your property can eas-
ily identify trees you believe may need atten-
tion.

If you’re unsure about your trees or need 
some professional help feel free to call Haura-
ki Tree Services for a free site visit and quote. 
DETAILS: Phone: 0800 HTS TREE (0800 487 
8733) or email: info@haurakitrees.co.nz

A solution for hazardous trees
Hauraki Tree Services are the experts to call.                                                           Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Waikato Regional Council says the 
region’s ability to manage growth, 
climate risk and infrastructure re-
lies on strong regional leadership 
supported by a clear and account-
able local democratic voice.

The statement follows the gov-
ernment’s proposal to replace re-
gional councillors with a board of 
mayors responsible for regional 
level decision-making. The gov-
ernment is currently undertaking 
work to determine which regional 
council functions this new pro-
posed board would oversee.

Council chair Warren Maher 
acknowledged reform was needed 
but emphasised that any changes 
must strengthen – not sideline 
– regional leadership and the 
democratic representation to take 
a whole-of-system, catchment-
based approach to planning, in-
vestment and advocacy.

“The Waikato is one of New 
Zealand’s fastest growing regions, 
home to major urban centres, 
productive rural communities, na-
tionally significant infrastructure 
and some of the country’s most 
important assets,” Cr Maher said.

“At its heart is the Waikato River 
Catchment – New Zealand’s larg-
est and most complex – which 
shows why co-ordinated, region-
wide oversight is essential. Land 
use, water ways, flood protection, 
infrastructure and community 
wellbeing are all interconnected.”

He pointed out effective flood 
protection, for example, requires 
decisions that consider whole 
catchments, from headwaters to 
coasts, and across the many com-
munities and land uses they sup-
port.

“Regional council oversight is 
essential for co-ordinating across 
district boundaries, aligning in-

vestment, and ensuring that de-
velopment remains productive, 
sustainable and resilient for gen-
erations,” he said.

“This strategic function is par-
ticularly important in the Wai-
kato, where flood protection, river 
management, transport networks 
and growth-related development 
all intersect across our river sys-
tems and catchments.”

Cr Maher also highlighted the 
strong working relationships be-
tween the regional council and 
territorial authorities, which have 
enabled aligned planning, delivery 
and investment.

“Our work is strongest when re-
gional and territorial authorities 
operate as complementary part-
ners,” said Cr Maher. “Reforms 
should build on those relation-
ships, not fragment them.”

At its February Strategy and 
Policy Committee meeting, coun-
cillors expressed concerns that 
reforms which centralise decision-
making or fragment regional re-
sponsibilities could weaken the 
ability to manage complex sys-
tems, such as large catchments, 
and reduce accountability to the 
communities most affected.

Committee Chair Ben Dunbar-
Smith said councillors engaged 
deeply with the implications for 
local voice, regional oversight and 
its partnerships with territorial 
authorities and iwi. “That discus-
sion reflected our shared com-
mitment to ensuring any changes 
strengthen outcomes for Waikato 
communities,” he said.

Councillors noted the impor-
tance of governance stability dur-
ing any reform process as they 
were elected to serve their com-
munities through to the 2028 lo-
cal elections.

Regional and local 
voice ‘critical’ Key stakeholders and community 

representatives came together 
this week for the first meeting of 
a group set up to involve locals in 
the Pepe Stream Bridge replace-
ment project which gets underway 
this year in Tairua.

Waka Kotahi New Zealand 
Transport Agency (NZTA) said 
work was expected to start in July 
on a two-lane replacement for the 
single-lane Pepe Stream Bridge on 
the southern side of town, subject 
to consents being in place by April.

A Community Liaison Group 
(CLG) has been set up involv-
ing NZTA, the contractor Fulton 
Hogan, and representatives from 
community groups.

“We want the community in-
volved in the bridge project, and 
bringing together key stakeholders 
for regular meetings will enable us 
and Fulton Hogan to update peo-
ple on progress and allow for dis-
cussion of any issues or concerns 
affecting the community,” NZTA 
director of regional relationships 
Andrew Corkill said.

The agency said attendees will 
report back to and bring forward 
any queries or issues from their 
memberships and communities.

“There is a lot of interest in this 
project. It’s happening right in 
town, and we need to keep traffic 
and people crossing the site as the 
new bridge is built, while causing 
the least disruption,” Andrew said.

A public information drop-in 
session will be held at the Tairua 
Community Hall on February 26, 
and people can call in any time be-
tween 2pm and 6pm.

NZTA regional manager for in-
frastructure delivery Adrian Jones 
said there would be a lot of activity 
at the State Highway 25 work site 
leading up to July, as contractor 
Fulton Hogan works with consult-
ants WSP to finalise consents and 
design. A temporary pedestrian 
bridge will be built upstream of 

Bridge replacement project progresses

ABOVE: An 
artist’s impres-

sion of the new 
bridge looking 
toward town.

RIGHT: The cur-
rent pedestrian 
and single lane 

road bridges 
will make way 
for a new two-

lane bridge, 
with a shared 

path on the 
seaward side 

and a footpath 
on the Pepe Rd 

side.
 SUPPLIED

the current single-lane bridge, and 
services like water, sewerage, and 
telecoms will be relocated to this 
bridge, then the existing pedestri-
an bridge will be removed.

Fulton Hogan will then build 
one lane of the new bridge and the 
shared path on the downstream 
(seaward) side of the old bridge. 
Traffic will use the new lane while 
the old bridge is dismantled, creat-
ing room to build the other half of 
the new bridge and a footpath.

Tairua Community Hall and its 
carpark will be closed to the pub-
lic during the works, as the con-
struction crew bases its operations 
there. 

The new bridge is expected to be 
completed by December, 2027. 

The current bridge crosses a 
tidal stream on SH25 south of the 
Tairua town centre. The narrow 
three-span bridge opened in 1943.

NZTA said the bridge replace-
ment was part of a wider bridge 
programme to improve safety, ef-
ficiency and resilience on the state 
highway around the peninsula.

Planning for a new two-lane 
bridge to replace the single-lane 
Ramarama Stream Bridge on 
SH25 just north of Whiritoa is also 
ongoing, and subject to concluding 
land negotiations. 



PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this. If you 

are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy        KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

PAPER RUNNERS
We have  a vacancy for 
paper runners in Waihi. 

Immediate start...
Please contact Geoff: 
admin@valleyprofile.

co.nz
 for more information.

Advertise with 
the paper 

that is being 
read

 Valley Profile     
P: 022 130 3885

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

For Sale

Farm Worker 
Wanted

Death Notice
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Public Notices
CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Piano Tuner

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

For Lease

Wanted To Buy

Storage

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening

Grazing

Personal

Garage Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades Situations Vacant

Builders

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

We are looking for 
2 mechanics 

to join our team.
A qualified car mechanic 
must have a WoF ticket

&
a motorbike mechanic. 

Some experience would 
be an advantage 

but training will be given 
to the right applicant.

If you are reliable and a 
team player 

send your CV to 
miles@hpmotors.co.nz 

or ph 027 227 1121 
for a chat.

Firewood for sale. 
Pine. $100 per cube. 
Ph 027 385 2806 Due to our membership growth we are 

looking for an experienced bar manager and 
bar person to work at the Ohinemuri Club in 

Paeroa. Approximately 30 hours per week and 
must be able to work Saturdays.  
Please email CV to the Manager 

ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz 
or drop it into the club. 

Now taking orders
Pine $90 per cube
Delivery to Paeroa, 
Thames, Ngatea
and surrounds

Shaun & Chanelle
Neustroski

Ph 027 938 0349

Land Wanted
Wanted to Lease/Rent 
land while I look for 
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text 
Richard 0279332015

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Heifer grazing 
available. 26 / 27 
season. Komata. Phone 
Keith Trembath MNZM 
07 862 6833 

Cook - Part Time
Thames Bowling Club is 
seeking a person to fill 
the role of cook at the 
club on Friday nights. 

For more details please 
phone Paula or Karl 

07 8686107 or 
027 916 1284.

Small Aluminium 
dinghy up to 10 FT, 
must be in good 
condition. NO trailer 
wanted. TEXT OR PH 
0211387860  

Hauraki RSA Inc 
and the 

Hauraki RSA 
Poppy Trust 

Annual General Meeting 
to be held on Thursday 

26th February at the 
Hauraki RSA Club, 
14 Pipiroa Road,
Ngatea at 7.00pm

WILLETTS, 
Raywin Naolene (Ray):
Passed away peacefully on 
4th February 2026 at Tararu 
Care Home ,in her 99th 
year. Loved mum of Ken 
and Joanne, Nana of Greg 
and Stef, Sacha, Tania and 
Micheal. Great Nana to Pippi, 
Braxton and Ava. As per 
Ray’s request her cremation 
has taken place.

Person to shift stock, 
week on, week off, 
and some farm duties 
ie fencing, drenching, 
farm maintenance etc. 
60 acres, 75 cows.  
Pay rent on week off. 
Matatoki area. Ph 07 
884 8221 or ph/txt 021 
156 8321.

Seeking male born 
1967-68? (mother 
from Te Aroha area), 
who rang Robert 
Greenwood, Te 
Awamutu area 1980’s 
- 1990’s. Please ring 
022 365 3758. Don’t 
leave a message.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ngahutoitoi Marae Trustees 

Special General Meeting 
9.45am on 8 March ,2026 

Ngahutoitoi Marae, Paeroa 

 

9.45am Registrations 

10.00am Karakia, Mihi 

 1.  Apologies. 

 2. Ratification of Final Draft 2024 

      Ngahutoitoi Marae Charter 

 3. Karakia whakakapi 

     Kai. 

All enquiries to the secretary at 
ngahutoitoimarae@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Shoalhaven St, 
Paeroa 8am Sat/Sun 
21 & 22. Assorted 
Tools, Men’s “Giant” 
Bicycle, Outdoor 
Furniture, Books, 
Good clothing, LPs, 
Carpentry Gear, 
Card-making stuff, 
SteamPunk Guns, etc.

MCCARTHY, 
Robina May (Robin) 
(nee Climo):
Born 17th March 1930, late of 
Te Hoe, Thames and Thames 
Coast.
Robin passed away 
peacefully on 11th February 
2026 at the Ohinemuri Care 
Home in Paeroa, surrounded 
by her loving children. Dearly 
loved wife and pal of the late 
Trevor, and precious mother 
and mother-in-law of Michael 
and Vicki (Bethlehem), 
Suzanne and Ross Arthur 
(Paeroa), Valerie and Charles 
Meihana (Rotorua), Lynette 
and John Gordon (Kaingaroa 
North). Most loved and loving 
Gran of 7 and great-Gran 
of 6.
Thank you so much for all of 
our treasured memories.
Thank you to Ohinemuri Care 
Home staff over the past four 
years.
Robin’s funeral will be held in 
The Grahamstown Chapel, 
102 Kirkwood Street, Thames 
on Wednesday 18th February 
at 11am, followed by private 
burial at Totara Memorial 
Park Cemetery RSA Section, 
Thames.

Office & Finance Administrator – 
Moanataiari School, Thames

Part-time (15 hours per week).
This role is central to Moanataiari School’s smooth 
financial and administrative running and requires 

accuracy, initiative and confidentiality. 
Key duties: Accounts payable/receivable (Xero), 
payroll (EdPay), monthly financial reporting, budget 
support, general administration, Board minutes.
Requirements: Finance/payroll administration 
experience, proficiency in Xero, strong 
organisational skills, accuracy, and confidentiality.

Send a covering letter and CV to 
tumuaki@moana.school.nz

Closing date: 25/2/26.
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Pipiroa 1944-1982StateHighway25

81.61ha
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Wed25Feb2026
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Twohomesandtwotitles– optionsabound
Flat incontour, this81.6ha(moreor less)holdingspans twotitleswith360-degreeviews to theeasternandwestern
ranges.Aversatileblocksuited tograzing, investment,ora futurehomebase.Regular in shapewithextensive road
frontage, fertileclaysoils andstrongpasturegrowthwith limited relianceonnitrogen fertiliser.Both titles includea
central race,meteredwater reticulated to troughs, and47paddocks.Fencing is7-wirepostandbattenwith2-wire
electric,withSH25 frontage largely7-wire, ideal for finishingsheeporcalves.The42hatitle includesa 1910s four-
bedroomvillaandshedding,while the39hatitleoffersa three-bedroom1960shome,gardens, andshedding.

bayleys.co.nz/2630182

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 168aBushRoad

6,551sqm 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 12Mar2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View4-4.30pmSun22Feb&10-10.45amSun 1Mar
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Astandout locationwith fourbedroomsplusshedding
Discover space, comfort, andversatility in this substantial four-bedroomhome,well suited tobusy family lifeor those
needingroomforwork,hobbies,or storage.Seton6,551sqm(moreor less), the282sqm(moreor less)homeoffers
generousproportionsdesigned foreverydayease.Heating throughoutanddoubleglazingprovideyear-round
warmth.Fourwell-sizedbedroomsaresupportedbya familybathroom,with themasterenjoying itsownensuite.
Open-plandining flows toacovereddeck, creatingashelteredsetting for relaxedentertaining inall seasons. Internal
accessgaraging for twovehicles iscomplementedbyathree-bayshed, ideal for tools, equipment,oradedicated
workspace.

bayleys.co.nz/2630205
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Pipiroa 133HopaiEastRoad

123.37ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Wed18Mar2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmThu 19Feb
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Afarmwithscale, functionanda location thatworks
Setacross three titles, thiswell-presenteddairyholdingcombinesscale, functional infrastructureanda location that
supportsboth farmingandeveryday living.Ancillary improvementsandgoodaccess to townshipsandcoastal
destinationsposition theproperty for itsnextchapter.Theall-flat 123hectares (moreor less)createahighlyworkable
dairyplatform, supportedbya30-asideherringboneshedwithML2100midi-lineandautomaticcupremovers,plusa
300-cowfeedpad.Twooldercowshedsadduseful support,whileameteredcouncilwater supplybringsconfidence
throughdriermonths.Athree-bedroomanda four-bedroomhomeprovidepracticalon-farmaccommodation.

bayleys.co.nz/2630203
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Maramarua 36and70cMaxwellRoad

121.3614ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Mar2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Awell-establishedMaramaruadairyholding
Positioned in theheartofMaramarua, thisestablisheddairyunit spans 121.3hectares (moreor less)anddeliversa
practicalbalanceof scale, infrastructureand liveability, suited to reliableproductionandprogressivemanagement.
Gently rollingcontour supportsanefficientdairyplatform,centredarounda25-asideherringboneshedwith
generousyarding for smoothherd flow.Supporting infrastructure includesmultiple implementshedsanda
substantial half roundbarn formachineryand feedstorage.Awell-maintainedthreebedroomhomeprovides
comfortableaccommodation.Well-formedracewaysanddependablewater reticulationsupporteffectivepasture
use.

bayleys.co.nz/2630200

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatarata 428aStateHighway27

7,802sqm 3 1 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Mar2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Newyear in thecountrystartshere
Readytoswapcity life foracountryNewYear this summer?This familyhomeon7,802sqm(moreor less)offers
generousopen-plan living,withaspaciouskitchenanddiningarea foreasyentertaining.Featuringa largemaster, two
doublebedrooms,anda familybathroomwithbathandseparateshower.Alarge laundryaddspracticality,withextra
buildingsonsite.Enjoysweeping farmlandviews fromthepatio - ideal for summerBBQsand laid-backoutdoor living.
In thegolden triangle, close toHamilton,AucklandAirportandNgatea,plusschoolsandamenitiesnearby.Waihi
Beach isaneasyday trip.Motivatedvendor -actnow!

bayleys.co.nz/2630195
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Turua 111PiakoRoad

4.04ha 3 1 6
AskingPrice $799,000
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Location, lifestyle, androomtogrow
Step insideahomeshapedforcomfortandconsidered living, setwithin thegreenstretchesof theHaurakiPlains.On
4.0469hectares (moreor less), itoffersgenerousspaces that linksmoothly to theoutdoors, creatinganeasysetting
for sharedmomentsorquietevenings.Threebedroomsandthoughtful storagesupportagrowinghousehold,while
the2020renovationbringsa fresh, ready-to-enjoy finish.Aspacioussinglepaddockadds realusefulness,whether
you’re runninga fewcattleor tendingagarden,witha threebayshedcloseby forvehiclesandgear.Turua township is
justover 1kmaway for schooling,plusThamesandNgateaarebothunder 15kmofferingwider services.

bayleys.co.nz/2630177

NEWLISTING

Thames 6TeretiuDrive

4 2 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Mar2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
ViewSun3-3.30pm
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

TotaraPalmsgem-Auctionorprior
Set inoneofThames’most sought-after locations, thisbeautifullypresented low-maintenancebrick-and-tile 192sqm
(moreor less) four-bedroomhomesitsonaneasy-care823sqm(moreor less) section,offeringspace, comfort, and
security ina tightlyheldneighbourhood.The layout includes twoseparate loungesand fourgenerous
bedrooms—includingamasterwithwalk-in robeandensuite—while themainbathroomwithseparate toiletensures
easeof living.Renovatedkitchenandbathroomsfeaturemodern finishesandexcellent storage throughout,
complementedbytwoair-conditioningunits foryear-roundcomfort.

bayleys.co.nz/2180913
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Whitianga 67JoanGaskellDrive

2,201sqm 74sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior)2pm,Thu 19Mar2026
1030VictoriaStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Shapetheoutcome
• 2,201sqm(moreor less) landholding
• Lease inplace
• Existing improvementsonsite included

Presentinganadd-valuecommercialopportunityon2,201sqm(moreor less)withanexistingbuilding, sealedaccess
andsite improvements.Theproperty iscurrently leased,with the tenant indicatingadesire toexit, offeringscope for
repositioningoralternativeuse (subject toapproval). Suited to investorsordevelopers looking toshapethenext
outcome.

bayleys.co.nz/2202164

Thames 515PollenStreet

819sqm 529sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior)2pm,Thu 19Mar2026
1030VictoriaStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Backedbyabank
• Secure incomewithproventenant
• Internal configuration tosuit tenant
• Strategic regional location

515PollenStreet isa two-level commercialbuilding leasedtoWestpacBank,deliveringsecure, established income
withdefinedmedium-termcertainty.Theproperty returns$76,755pa+GST&outgoings,with the tenanthaving
renewed its lease inDecember2025 fora further threeyears, extendingoccupation throughto2028.Completed
strengtheningworks further support thebuilding’songoingcommercial use.

bayleys.co.nz/2180813
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

SPORTS
From pool ‘imposter’ to swimming master
Returning home with one 

silver and three bronze 
medals from the 2026 Dunedin 
Masters Games, Anne Barker 
has shown that commitment - 
and access to a local pool - is 
key to supporting swimmers of 
all ages.

As a “self-taught, uncoached 
swimmer”, Anne admitted she 
had long grappled with impost-
er syndrome in the pool.

Despite this, she said the 
annual Masters Games - held 
alternately in Dunedin and 
Whanganui - were consistently 
encouraging.

“I come home inspired,” she 
told The Profile, “by the beauti-
ful swimming, by the advanced 
age of some of the swimmers, 
and by their courage. People in 
their 80s were competing and 
competing strongly. 

“New Zealand age group re-
cords were smashed. It was an 
amazing three days.”

Now in its 37th year, the 
New Zealand Masters Games 
is Aotearoa’s largest and long-
est-running multisport festi-
val, featuring more than 60 
sports and over 300 individual 
events. Minimum ages vary by 
sport, from 18 for Gymsports 
to 35 for netball, with most 
around 30. There is no upper 
age limit.

Anne has attended four Mas-
ters Games, and said it all be-
gan when a colleague at work 

mentioned he was playing rug-
by at the event and described 
what a great experience it was.

“He challenged me to give it 
a go and enter the swimming. 
That challenge meant that I 
kept on swimming,” she said.

Competing at the games had 

also pushed her to step beyond 
the ‘useless at sport’ image she 
once had.

“I have always been an enthu-
siastic participator, but attain-
ing the F team in netball at age 
11 didn’t really inspire me with 
huge confidence in my sporting 

ability,” she said.
“After each competition, I 

check out the qualifying times 
for the World Aquatics. This 
year, my times were inside the 
qualifying times. I still can’t re-
ally believe that. One day, I will 
investigate further and maybe 

Anne Barker with her medals outside the Thames Centennial Pool.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

dip my toe in that water.”
Anne said swimming did 

wonderful things for your 
body, your aerobic fitness, and 
for many, their mental health.

She encouraged anyone curi-
ous about their own abilities to 
give the Masters Games a go.

She also stressed the im-
portance of maintaining a lo-
cal swimming facility for the 
wider community, with the 
Thames Centennial Pool slated 
for demolition in 2027 - and no 
firm plans for its replacement. 

Anne said the uncertainty 
raised concerns not just for 
her own swimming, but for 
aquarobics classes, rehabili-
tation programmes for those 
recovering from injury or ill-
ness, learn-to-swim and wa-
ter confidence classes, school 
swimming sports, Supported 
Lifestyle swimmers, and many 
others who relied on the pool.

According to Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council, the 
Thames Community Board 
voted in March, 2025, on a 
business case recommending 
an all-indoor facility at a pro-
jected cost of $26.2 million. 

Decision-making was then 
delayed by the October local 
body elections, and the newly 
elected council is expected to 
discuss the issue early in 2026.

“Time is running short,” 
Anne said.

“And there are many patrons 
who would love to ensure on-
going access to a pool for a fur-
ther 50 years.”

SWIMMING
By KELLEY TANTAU

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz


