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38-YEAR JACKPOT38-YEAR JACKPOT
Patience has paid off for a Paeroa 

man who has been playing the 
same Lotto numbers since the game 
began nearly four decades ago. Last 
month, they finally came through.

The long-time Lotto player struck it 
lucky on Saturday, January 10, win-
ning $500,000 in First Division after 
faithfully playing the same ticket 
since Lotto launched in 1987.

He discovered the win while watch-
ing the live draw.

“I knew they were my numbers 
when they came out because I’ve 
played the same numbers for over 
38 years,” he said, “but I still had to 
check the ticket about six times.”

At first, the man was convinced it 
couldn’t be right.

“My first reaction was that I must 
have been reading it wrong,” he said. 
“I even had to ask my family to check 
it - we were all in disbelief.”

But once the win finally sank in, the 
man marked the moment with a glass 
of champagne.

He said the money won would help 
his family buy their first home.

The winning ticket was sold at Four 
Square Paeroa, while another First 
Division win of $500,000 went to 
a player from Ngāruawāhia, whose 
ticket was purchased at Fresh Choice 
Ngāruawāhia.

Four Square Paeroa owner Tim 
Watts said after six years, it was 

“about time” that luck had struck 
again at his store.

The supermarket’s last major win 
was back in December, 2020, making 
the latest result a long-awaited mo-
ment for staff.

“We were super, super stoked,” 
Tim said. 

“A few different people had mes-
saged me [the night of the draw] and 
said, ‘do you realise?’ and my biggest 
hope was that it was someone local. 
It’s great to sell a winning one, but 
it’s extra special knowing that 
it’s someone local.”

Tim said that while luck 
did play a part, it was 
encouraging to see 
good fortune land 
locally after a tough 
period.

“We were 
chuffed,” he said. 
“You know, it’s 
luck, but it’s cool to 
know that a bit of 
that luck showed up 
here in Paeroa after 
a difficult few years to 
be honest. So, we were 
pumped… and it’s a bit of a 
buzz for people around town.”

Though Lotto keeps winners 
anonymous, Tim said the lucky per-
son was recognised, and was “some-
one who really deserves it”.

A long-time Paeroa player has finally won the big Lotto prize. KELLEY TANTAU reportsA long-time Paeroa player has finally won the big Lotto prize. KELLEY TANTAU reports

Four Square Paeroa 
owner Tim Watts said 

after six years, it was 
‘about time’ that Lotto luck 

had struck again at his store.
Photo: TERESA MAXWELL
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places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Contact Care 
ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone
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Gorge lane closure to continue
A section of State Highway 2 through the Ka-

rangahake Gorge will be reduced to a single 
lane “for some time” despite causing long delays 
in peak traffic times.

The damage to the road was caused by Janu-
ary’s heavy rain, with an underslip cutting into 
the pavement and creating cracks along the busy 
road. 

On Sunday, traffic was reportedly lined up 
from the site of the slip to Waihī. 

However, Waka Kotahi New Zealand Trans-
port Agency system manager Andrew Oakley 
said the underslip posed a concern, necessitat-
ing the lane closure to “ensure the safety of eve-
ryone using the highway”.

He told The Profile geotechnical inspections 
at the site had been completed, and the trans-
port agency was now working on the design for 
the repair. He added that while the current risk 
was managed, further storm events could create 
additional impacts at the site or elsewhere in the 
gorge. 

“Stop-go traffic management is likely to need 
to remain in place for some time while we work 
through the design approval and construction of 
the solution,” he said. “NZTA thanks everyone 
for their patience while we work to restore the 
gorge to full capacity.”

The lane closure is part of wider recovery ef-
forts following the January storm event that 
swept across the Hauraki and Coromandel Pen-
insula. Thames-Coromandel District Council 
and Hauraki District Council lifted the State of 
Emergency for both districts in early February, 
and started detailed assessments of roads, water 
services, parks, reserves, and other infrastruc-

By KELLEY TANTAU

Photos show the underslip, top, and subsequent 
damage along the Karangahake Gorge road 
following January’s storm event.        Photos: NZTA
ture across the rohe. 

While almost all roads in the area have reo-
pened, many are not yet operating at full capac-
ity as crews continue clearing slips and repairing 
damage caused by the severe weather. 

In Brief
WATER FATALITY
One person has died following a wa-
ter-related incident in Thames, Police 
said. Emergency services were called 
to Tararu Rd just before midday on 
February 6. The person was pulled 
from the water unresponsive, and de-
spite emergency medical treatment 
they died at the scene. The death has 
been referred to the Coroner. 

CAMPSITES REOPEN
Three of Northern Coromandel’s five 
DOC campsites have reopened fol-
lowing the storm events in late Janu-
ary, DOC has confirmed. The camp-
sites, at Fletcher Bay, Fantail Bay, 
and Port Jackson, were closed due to 
infrastructure issues, including dam-
age to the public roads used to access 
them. The sites were operational in 
time for Waitangi weekend. 
“It’s been a hectic few days, with 
a lot of challenges and logistics to 
work through alongside other agen-
cies, but we’re pleased to have these 
beautiful campsites available for visi-
tors,” DOC Coromandel operations 
manager Nick Kelly said. 
Two other campsites at Stony Bay and 
Waikawau remained closed due to a 
combination of water supply issues, 
road access, and other infrastructure 
problems, Nick said. 
“Those two campsites will be closed 
for at least another week, and we’ll 
update our website pages for those 
facilities once they’re available again.”
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Available now.
Mechmoto’s great range

of shirts.
This one is an abstract/retro

easy care rayon
$125.00

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Rollout brings 
healthcare closer 
to home
Residents of Coromandel Town are see-

ing improved access to urgent and after-
hours healthcare as part of a nationwide 
initiative to strengthen rural health services.

The rollout of delivering healthcare closer 
to home for six rural communities nation-
wide, including Coromandel-Colville, has 
now been completed, marking the first 
phase of a government programme aimed 
at improving urgent and after-hours care 
across 70 rural locations.

Associate Health Minister Matt Doocey 
announced the rollout last week, and said 
access to healthcare remained one of the 
biggest concerns for people living in rural 
and remote areas.

“People in rural areas can often travel 
long distances for care and rely on small 
teams supporting large regions. 

“Already, the first phase shows the differ-
ence locally-led approaches can make, with 
faster care, better access to treatment, and 
stronger links between rural health servic-
es.”

Minister Doocey said Budget 2025 invest-
ed $164 million to strengthen urgent and 
after-hours care nationwide, with the goal 
of ensuring 98 per cent of New Zealanders 
can access services within one hour’s drive 
of their home.

Services were piloted in Twizel, Golden 
Bay, Tūrangi, Te Kūiti, Coromandel and 
Great Barrier Island, with several improve-
ments implemented, including point-of-

care blood testing, allowing clinicians to run 
key tests immediately without waiting for 
samples to be transported or sending people 
to hospital; as well as point-of-care ultra-
sound, supporting faster decision-making 
and reducing hospital transfers.

In Coromandel, the pilot began in mid-
2025 and is being delivered through the Co-
romandel Family Health Centre and Colville 
Health Clinic. 

A Health New Zealand spokesperson told 
The Profile the model was already making a 
difference for the local community.

With three doctors working part-time, 
and two prescribing nurses, there was also 
a shared paramedic/Emergency Care Para-
medic (ECP) with supporting staff, able to 
see urgent care patients in clinic while also 
available to respond to local 111 calls.

“As part of the pilot, existing point of care 
ultrasound services have been improved 
with an upgraded ultrasound machine and 
training for an additional staff member to 
use the machine. 

“Point of care blood testing is also mak-
ing a difference for the community as it is 
informing clinical decision making, improv-
ing care and reducing unneeded referrals,” 
the spokesperson said. 

“A process for additional support for the 
sharing of ultrasound and x-ray images with 
remote Health New Zealand clinicians to 
enable better quality care for patients with 
fracture management and urgent medical 
problems is currently being developed and 
will be implemented shortly.”

By KELLEY TANTAU

Paeroa home destroyed by fire
A Paeroa home was destroyed by fire 

in the evening hours of February 5. 
Fire and Emergency New Zealand re-

ceived a call around 2.39pm, to attend 
the blaze at a residential property on 
Willoughby St opposite Paeroa Domain. 

Five fire appliances attended the call-
out, Fire and Emergency New Zealand 
(FENZ) said, along with police and am-
bulance.

The fire was caused by unattended 
cooking, a FENZ spokesperson said.

The house had working smoke alarms 
that alerted residents to the fire, which 
allowed all occupants to evacuate the 

home safely. 
“Unattended cooking is the leading 

cause of house fires in New Zealand, 
never leave your cooking unattended,” 
FENZ said.

“We recommend testing all your 
smoke alarms every month and dusting 
or vacuuming them every six months.”

The home is now unlivable, and the 
family are currently in temporary ac-
commodation. 

Donations of food, dog and cat food, 
nappies, baby wipes, and kids’ cloth-
ing under five are being accepted at the 
Carehouse at 21 Willoughby St for the 
family.

By ALICE PARMINTER

A Willoughby St home was destroyed by fire on February 5.             Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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Hauraki District Council - P 0800 734 834 (freecall within district) or 07 862 8609 - info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz - www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

We’re asking our communities what level of
service they want us to deliver across our
activities.

Complete the survey and go in to the draw
towin a $200 grocery voucher.

Pick up a hardcopy of the survey from one of our
service centres or scan theQR code to complete the
survey online https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/

Complete the survey
and go in to the draw
to win a $200 grocery
voucher.

Pick up a hardcopy of the
survey from one of our
service centres or scan the
QR code to complete the
survey online.

Upload a photo of your special
pooch to be Hauraki’s Next
Top Dog. Competition open
2-27 February 2026.

Survey open 2 - 27 February 2026

Survey open 2 - 27 February 2026

BE IN
TOWIN

BE IN
TOWIN

ProtectingWharekawaCoast’s rare ecosystem

Scan theQR code to enter
online https://letstalk.
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/

https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.
govt.nz/

A vehicle-free zone is now in place onWharekawaCoast beach between Pūkorokoro
Stream and Hauarahi Stream.
This stretch of coastline is one of the rarest coastal ecosystems in the world. The
Waharau/Pūkorokoro chenier plain exists in only a handful of places globally, and
the Firth ofThames wetlands are internationally recognised for their importance
to migratory birds. Shorebirds roost and nest here, and they’re most vulnerable to
disturbance at high tide. Keeping vehicles off the beach protects these birds during
their most critical times.
The vehicle-free zone is now part of ourTraffic and Parking Bylaw, enforceable by
NZ Police. Emergency vehicles can still access the area when needed.We’re installing
clear signage soon so everyone knows where the zone begins and ends.

We ask everyone visiting theWharekawaCoast to help care for this
precious taonga by walking instead of driving. By doing this you’re helping
rare shorebirds thrive, and preserving this coastal treasure for future
generations.This helps us protect one of our very special areas in Hauraki.
Scan theQR code to find out more.

Hauraki District Council, with help from theGovernment, has opened a Mayoral
Disaster Relief Fund to help people affected by the January 21 storm get back on
their feet.
MayorTobyAdams established the fund to support residents facing financial hardship
from damage caused by the storm.
“This fund helps our communities through recovery,” MayorAdams says. “We’ve designed
it for people facing real hardship - whether you need help with essential daily needs,
debris removal, or costs your insurance doesn’t cover.”

Whowe can help
We can support Hauraki District residents and ratepayers.

What we cover
The fund provides one-off hardship grants to affected residents, with priority given to:
• Essential daily needs such as food, accommodation, and utilities
• Additional costs resulting from the storm
• Debris removal from your property if you’re uninsured or underinsured
• Support during family or personal crisis
• Costs not met by insurance or other support, includingWINZ.
These grants help ease the financial and emotional pressure on you and your family.

How to apply
Applications close on Friday 27 February 2026.
Pick up an application form from our service centres or public libraries in
Paeroa,Waihī or Ngātea, or download the form online at https://www.hauraki-
dc.govt.nz/community/grants-funding/mayoral-disaster-relief-fund

Mayoral Relief Fund

Your Say,
Our Services

Dog Exercise Areas
in Hauraki District

Have your say!

Have your say!

Enter now!

10 February 2026

Let’s grow great things
in Hauraki District
Our Community DevelopmentGrant
is now open for projects that support
local business connections, build
community pride, and/or make our
towns feel evenmore vibrant.

Assessment dates: 31 March
2026 and 26 May 2026 (if
funds are still available).

https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/grants-funding/community-development-grant
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A Waihī South home has been red-stick-
ered after geotechnical assessments 

identified high risk of land movement, par-
ticularly if the region gets more heavy rain, 
authorities say. 

Hauraki District Council said on Febru-
ary 4 its latest technical advice confirmed 
the risk to the house had increased and the 
property was now unsafe to occupy after 
last month’s storm.

“Geotechnical reports show a high like-
lihood of movement, with rainfall or any 
further ground movement likely to trigger 
a potential slip,” council said.

“We’ve advised the resident to leave im-
mediately for safety reasons and will offer 
temporary accommodation if needed. 

“We’ve been working with the resident 
since last week, following an aerial review 
and on-site assessment.”

Council said nationally co-ordinated geo-
technical specialists were it brought in for 
the initial assessment, then commissioned 
an independent assessment. 

The second assessment concluded the 
risk had increased and the property was 
unsafe to occupy. Other properties across 
the district remain yellow-stickered follow-

ing the January storm. 
A yellow sticker means there may be re-

strictions on use or access, but it doesn’t 
necessarily mean a property is unsafe to 
occupy. 

“We assess each property individually 
and continue reviewing risk as conditions 
and information change. Placarding (the 
stickers) reflects conditions at the time 
of assessment. “If you notice any changes 
such as new cracking or movement, let us 
know so we can reassess. Where new in-
formation, further assessment, or weather 
events show increased risk, we’ll reassess 
properties and take appropriate action 
based on expert advice.”

 Council local recovery manager  Peter 
Thom said: “As conditions change or we 
get more information, we reassess and re-
spond”.

“Acting early where risk is high is the saf-
est course of action.”

Meanwhile, at the end of last week, 
Thames-Coromandel District Council’s 
rapid building assessment team had issued 
nine red placards; 42 yellow placards; and 
42 white placards for properties damaged 
by the storm. 

Waihī home owner 
asked to leave after 
increased land 
movement risk

Volunteer army pitches in
Kurt Waugh, left, with Kylo O’Toole, Alex Johnson, Samantha Pemberton, Isaiah Dougherty.  SUPPLIED

The Student Volunteer Army rolled up 
their sleeves in Waihī Beach, helping 

flood-affected businesses recover after Jan-
uary’s heavy rain.

Five student volunteers from the Univer-
sity of Waikato branch spent a day helping 
move flood-damaged appliances and gym 
equipment from the Surf Shack Eatery and 
Victoria Lemon Transform Today Gym.

Kurt Waugh, Western Bay of Plenty Dis-
trict Council’s community resilience advi-
sor, who helped co-ordinate the day, said 
it was inspiring to see the students helping 
with the recovery efforts.

“It was great to see the volunteers trav-
el over from Hamilton to help out. They 
worked alongside some locals to move 
some pretty heavy, bulky items - it certainly 
needed a team of people to do it,” he said.

“Everyone worked hard. I was really im-
pressed with how it came together and how 
amazing the student volunteers were.”

The students - Zoe Wakefield, Kylo 
O’Toole, Alex Johnson, Samantha Pem-
berton and Isaiah Dougherty - worked 
with staff from the two businesses to load 
around 18 flood-damaged appliances onto 
trucks and trailers, along with barbels and 
exercise machines, so they could be taken 
to the Waihī Transfer Station.

Surf Shack Eatery owner Pip Coombes 
gave “big ups” to the student volunteers. 

“It was all hands on deck. Between the stu-
dents, our staff, and Kurt, we got all the re-
ally heavy stuff out,” she said.

“It was really nice to meet the students 
and talk to them. They did hard mahi on 
the day and I really appreciate what they 
have done.”

Gym owner Victoria Lemon was equally 
appreciative. “The five of them were very 
enthusiastic and did the best they could to 
lift very heavy equipment and machinery,” 
she said.

Student Isaiah Dougherty, who is origi-
nally from Tauranga, said he “just wanted 
to lend a hand”.

“I saw what was happening at the Mount, 
and with all the floods, and thought I’d do 
my small part.  It was great - we hauled 
some fridges and equipment and helped 
some lovely people out. It made me feel 
useful to make other people’s lives easier.”

Zac Isaac, co-president of the Student 
Volunteer Army University of Waikato, 
said volunteering was a great way to give 
back to the community.

“People who sign up don’t tend to be peo-
ple who are just doing it for their CV - they 
are people who are committed and genu-
inely interested in helping people.

“We saw what was going on and some of 
us are from the Bay of Plenty, so it was close 
to our hearts. We wanted to help.” 
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Fonterra Sale:
What’s next for you?
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Forsyth Barr invites you to a
complimentary investment seminar

FORSYTH BARR COMPL IMENTARY INVESTMENT SEMINAR

In this seminar Brett Bell-Boothwill break down what the
sale means for Fonterra suppliers, shareholders, and the
wider dairy sector. Brett will also discuss practical next steps —
from paying down debt to building flexibility and exploring off-
farm investment opportunities.
The seminar will include a question-and-answer session, and light
refreshments will be served.We look forward to seeing you there.

Friday, 27 February 2006,
12:00pm—1:30pm
The Thames on Kirkwood,
100 Kirkwood Street, Thames

Register online at: forsythbarr.co.nz/seminars
For any queries, please email
rsvp.tauranga@forsythbarr.co.nz or
call Erin Robson on (07) 578 2737.

Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser

Rubbish causes grief for flounder fishermen

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Rubbish had become a men-
ace to the flounder area of 

the Thames fishing grounds 
leading to complaints from 
fishermen at a Chamber of 
Commerce meeting.

The Hauraki Plains drainage 
authorities were requested to 
stop dumping raupo roots and 
gorse into the Piako River dur-
ing drain cleaning operations. 

Another trouble was the dis-
posing of hedge clippings and 
garden rubbish into streams.

These were taken out by the 
tide and became enmeshed in 
the fishermen’s nets, causing 
hours of delay. 

Boxthorn clippings caught in 
a net in the Firth had caused 
serious poisoning to one fish-
erman. The planned cleaning 
of the Maukoro Canal at Wait-
akaruru was also causing anxi-
ety, much trouble being antici-
pated from this source. 

The fishermen asked the 
chamber to approach the vari-
ous local bodies asking for 
their co-operation in helping to 
keep the fishing grounds free 

A Thames fishing fleet.                                Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

of rubbish. 
At Kopu, a brilliant ruby red 

meteor was observed at 1.13am 
by Mr Thorpe, who was on 
duty on the Hauraki (Waihou) 
Bridge. 

The phenomenon, which was 
visible for 50 seconds, travelled 
from south-east to north-west, 
and went from a ribbon shape 
to a sphere before exploding. 
The colours of red and blue 
were remarkably distinct and 
constantly changing.

Meanwhile at Paeroa a special 
effort was made to form a local 
band. It was to be known as 
the Paeroa King’s Jubilee Band 
and the instruments would be 
owned by the Borough Council. 
A committee, with the Mayor as 
chairman, was elected to pur-
chase a set of instruments. 

 The council agreed to con-
tribute £I00 toward the cost 
and liberal donations were 
promised by businesses and 
residents. A Paddy’s market 

would also be held to raise 
funds, as well as an appeal for 
further donations.  

Sufficient musicians were 
willing to join the band to en-
sure a full range of players.

On the Hauraki Plains, light-
ning did a considerable amount 
of damage to the Thames Val-
ley Power Board’s services. One 
troubleman had to renew 18 
transformer fuses as well as nu-
merous lightning guards. 

A transformer on the 
Kerepēhi block suffered severe-
ly, the iron top being blown to 
atoms.  

Rain fell for 24 hours and 
wide areas of low lying land 
throughout the district were 
inundated. Not for many years 
has so much land been sub-
merged on Hauraki Plains by 
storm water.  

Even on the high ground 
between Kerepēhi and Kop-
uarahi large areas were flooded 
and big drains along the ridge 

which had never been filled be-
fore were unable to cope with 
the downpour. 

Over at Waihī, the settlement 
of a miners’ strike was met with 
relief.  

A serious dislocation of the 
mining industry would have 
practically ruined the town and 
brought much suffering to the 
miners and their families, as 
well as being a severe blow to 
business.  

As the result of the good news 
engine drivers, shaftsmen, 
pumpmen and others went on 
shift in advance of resuming 
general operations.  

Nine horses were taken un-
derground and rock drills and 
other mining gear which had 
been removed prior to the 
strike was replaced. 

Waihī suddenly underwent a 
wonderful cheerful change as 
compared with the depressed 
feeling which had so recently 
existed.

1935

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Parminter
1. Which of these trilogies had an hour-
long Christmas special released in 1978, 
between release of the second and third 
movies?  a) Back to the Future, b) Star 
Wars (original series), c) The Godfather?
2. Creutzfeldt–Jakob disease or Mad Cow 
Disease is caused by which type of infec-
tious agent? a) Bacteria, b) fungus, c) 
prion, or d) virus?
3. Which character did Rowan Atkinson 
voice in The Lion King (1994)? a) Simba, b) 
Timon, or c) Zazu?
4. In the fairy tale Thumbelina, which ani-
mal does the title character live with dur-
ing the winter, after being rescued from 
the cold? a) A butterfly, b) a field mouse, 
or c) a small bird?
5. Which African country announced a 
new capital city in 2026, with Ciudad de la 
Paz taking over from the previous capital 
city of Malabo? a) Equatorial Guinea, b) 
Morocco, or c) Nigeria?
6. Which cryptid’s name comes from the 
Spanish term for ‘goat’ and ‘sucker’? a) 
Chupacabra, b) Kongamato, or c) Yeti?
7. The Rosetta Stone features text in 
Egyptian hieroglyphics, Egyptian Demotic 
script, and which other script? a) Arabic, 
b) Aramaic, or c) Ancient Greek?
8. Parachute was a New Zealand Chris-
tian Music festival held annually between 
1995 and 2014, in which region? a) Auck-
land, b) Bay of Plenty, or c) Waikato?
9. What colour(s) are Marigold flowers? 
a) Blue/white, b) white/pink, or c) yellow/
orange/red?
10. Also known as a “footbag”, what was 
the item pictured below also known as?

ANSWERS: 1. b) Star Wars (the original series); 
2. c) Prion; 3. c) Zazu; 4. b) A field mouse; 5. b) 
Equatorial Guinea; 6. a) Chupacabra; 7. c) Ancient 
Greek; 8. c) Waikato; 9. c) Yellow/orange/red; 10. 
A hacky sack.
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Do you have a creative arts project
that needs funding?

WWho is needed?
AAnyone with a passion for local arts and
culture, from any community and any age!

WWhat’s involved?
BBe a part of the selection process by
attending assessment committee meetings
twwice a year in March and September.

TThe Creative Communities Scheme
EEach year Creative New Zealand provides
CCreative Communities Scheme funding to
loocal and district councils throughout New
ZZealand to distribute in their area. The
sccheme supports more than 1,800 projects
every year.

Innterested?
WWe’d love to hear from you! Contact the
CCCSAdministrator for Hauraki District
CCouncil at info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz or
pphone 0800 734 834.

TTo learn more go to
wwww.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
community/grants-funding/
crreative-communities-scheme

Applications close 4pm Friday 13March 2026

Performers at the Paeroa Contemporary Dance End oofffYear
Show 2025 - Circus Mystique

If your project provides creative opportunities
for your community; engages with young
people (under 18 years) or celebrates and
promotes
the diverse arts and cultural traditions of
your community, then don’t delay!

FUNDING NOWOPEN!

Creative Communities Scheme - Funding for local arts
We’re looking for people to help
assess funding for the Creative
Communities Scheme.

C i C i i S h F di f l l

Love the arts?

Applications are open to individuals and all
ages groups. Download the application form
from our websitewww.hauraki-dc.govt.
nz/community/grants-funding/creative-
communities-scheme.

Projects must take place between
1April 2026 and 30 March 2027.

Rescue team calls for community support
When a hiker gets lost or injured in 

the bush, more often than not it’s a 
volunteer who comes to their aid. 

The Waihī Land Search and Rescue 
Team - LandSAR - is one such team of 
volunteers. Made up of 26 people from 
around Waihī, Waihī Beach, Whiritoa 
and Katikati, the team are always on call 
when an emergency happens. 

Now, Waihī LandSAR itself is calling 
for aid, to ensure it can continue to re-
spond effectively when needed. 

The team is fundraising for a new 
Portacom building, to expand its home 
base and provide a space for volunteers 
to train, store equipment, and hold 
briefing meetings during operations. 

Chairman Darren Butler said the 
group is only around $8000 short of the 
$40,000 needed for the building. 

“We’ve already got one Portacom 
which is where we run, it’s basically a 
search management base,” he told The 
Profile. 

“The second Portacom is going to give 
us a bit more space - field team mem-
bers can receive briefings before getting 
out in the field. Rather than having to 
interrupt the police and operate out of 
their facilities, it’s better just to have 
their own space ready to go as required.”

Extra search management space has 
become a necessity in recent years as 
rescue operations embrace new tech-
nology, Darren said. 

“We’re starting to get a bit more 
technology in respect to live tracking 
of where our field team members are, 
so we can get that displayed up on big 
TVs,” Darren said. 

“[And] with better cell phone cover-
age, we’re often able to get a location 
from, say, a lost person, especially in 
the bush environment. So that’s one ad-

The Waihī Land 
Search and Rescue 
team needs funds 

to improve its home 
base.       

Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER

vantage of technology - people will be 
able to get word out that they’re either 
injured or lost, just so long as it doesn’t 
give them a false sense of security. It’s 
certainly no replacement for an inReach 
or a personal locator beacon. Those are 
still definitely the recommended things 
for the outdoor environment.

“The downside is it means that we 
need more of a permanent base to oper-

ate out of to have the equipment set up.”
Waihī LandSAR have already raised 

most of the needed funds through 
grants, and event support for things like 
multi-sport, off-road running, and other 
outdoor events. 

Darren said the Waihī community had 
always been very supportive, and he’s 
hopeful the team will be able to raise the 
last few thousand dollars to help keep 

the community safe. 
“We are a fully volunteer organisation, 

and any funds and support is gratefully 
received,” he said. 
DETAILS: See the Waihī LandSAR Give-A-
Little campaign at givealittle.co.nz/cause/
every-rescue-starts-somewhere to donate. 
For more information about Search and 
Rescue New Zealand, visit www.landsar.
org.nz. 
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Sale
NewYear

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
07 214 7208 | paeroa@flooringdesign.co.nz

Carpet from $80.00 LM
Sheet Vinyl short ends from $15.00 LM

Laminate | Vinyl Plank | Timber
from $50 SQM

Carpet Tiles from $30 SQM
Garage Carpet from $39 LM

Roller Blinds - filter/blockout | Vertical Blinds
Venetian Blinds

SELECTED FLOORING

FEBRU
ARY O

NLY!

WHILE
STOCK

LASTS

l
Wuthering Heights (136 mins) M. 2026 film. A passionate and tumultuous love story set on the Yorkshire
moors, exploring the intense and destructive relationship between Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw.
Mārama (89 mins) RP16. Mary, a young Māori woman, is summoned from NZ to Yorkshire. She
becomes the governess at Hawkser Manor under Sir Nathaniel Cole, who made his fortune in the
South Seas. Cole speaks Te Reo and insists he can help her. But the walls of his home are hung
with Māori taonga, and by night Mary finds herself haunted by memories that are not her own.
The Choral (113 mins) M. Starring Ralph Fiennes. 1916. With war on the Western Front, a Yorkshire
choral society has lost most of its men to the army. The choral’s committee decides to recruit young males
and a new chorus master to swell its ranks (despite their suspicions that the chorus master has something
to hide). As conscription papers start to arrive, the community decides to make music together.
Nuremberg (148 mins) M. The Allies, led by an unyielding chief prosecutor, have the task of ensuring
the Nazi regime answers for the unveiled horrors of the Holocaust while a US Army psychiatrist is
locked in a dramatic psychological duel with former Reichsmarschall Herman Göring (Russell Crowe).
Hamnet (126 mins) M. From Academy Award® winning writer/director Chloé Zhao, HAMNET tells the
powerful love story that inspired the creation of Shakespeare’s timeless masterpiece, Hamlet. Award winner.
Song Sung Blue (132 mins) M. Based on a true story, two down-on-their-luck musicians (Hugh Jackman
and Kate Hudson) form a joyous Neil Diamond tribute band, proving it’s never too late to follow your dreams.
Next week: Fackham Hall A spoof that crosses Downton Abbey with Flying High and Monty Python, it
follows a lovable pick-pocket as he lands a job at a unique English manor house.

Movies from Thursday 12 February to Wednesday 18 February
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Cookie is a six-month-old 
white pup with faint black 

spots and a smile that will 
melt your heart. He’s desexed, 
microchipped, vaccinated, and 
up to date with flea and worm 
treatments. Playful and full 
of energy, Cookie loves treats, 
toys, and adventures. 

He’s a playful, happy dog 
who loves getting involved and 
is always up for a bit of fun. He 
responds beautifully to plenty 
of positive affirmation, making 
him a joy to spend time with 
and continue training. Cookie 
enjoys being active and would 
love a home where he can head 
out on adventures, explore the 

world, and share special mo-
ments with his people.

That said, he’s just as happy 
to switch off at the end of the 
day. Looking for a happy, loyal 
companion? Cookie could be 
the perfect addition to your 
family. Come meet Cookie at 
Thames SPCA during our open 
hours, or call 07 868 6830 to 
arrange an appointment. 

Be sure to check out our 
fantastic new Facebook page 
to follow all the exciting things 
happening at Thames SPCA. 
DETAILS: To apply for Cookie or 
for more information, please 
visit www.spca.nz/adopt/ani-
mal/657813/dog-cookie-thames.

Say hello to Cookie - 
your next best friend

Meet Cookie, 
a playful, 

happy dog 
who’s always 

up for a bit 
of fun.
Photo: 

SUPPLIED

Burnouts, engines on display
Petrolheads will be lining up 

to visit the annual Rotary 
Paeroa Car and Motorcycle 
Show and Swap Meet, on Feb-
ruary 21 at the Paeroa Domain.

This year’s event will be a 
spectacular motoring extrava-
ganza, organisers said, as a vast 
array of vintage, classic and 
V8 cars, trucks, pickups, hot 
rods, bikes, caravans, and other 
interesting vehicles fill the Do-
main grounds. 

The show will also feature a 
burnout competition/showcase 
for the first time, sponsored by 

House of Custom New Zealand.
Committee member Connor 

Schween said the burnout will 
feature five to 10 motorcycles 
competing on a purpose-built 
trailer, and will be a highlight of 
the day. 

The Car and Motorcycle Show 
combines two separate Rotary 
events of previous years, the 
Vintage and Classic Car Show 
and the V8 Show, and also in-
cludes the popular Swap Meet, 
where sellers will showcase a 
diverse range of automotive 
parts, memorabilia, and col-
lectibles. 

Food, market stalls, displays, 

demos, raffles, and entertain-
ment from local band The Vin-
tage Rockers will round out the 
offerings, committee member 
Margarete Ford said, with all 
the money raised going back 
into Rotary Paeroa’s commu-
nity initiatives.

“Last year we ran out of room 
[for vehicles] so we’re hoping 
for that again,” she said. “It’s 
going to be bigger and better.”
DETAILS: The Rotary Paeroa An-
nual Car and Motorcycle Show 
and Swap Meet 2026, February 
21, 10am-3pm, Paeroa Domain. 
Entry $5 per person or $10 per 
vehicle, under 15 free. 

By ALICE PARMINTER

This year’s Rotary Paeroa Car show will feature a burnout competition for the first time.        File Photo: TERESA MAXWELL

Pet ProfilePet Profile
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2008 Toyota Landcruiser
Prado V6 Auto, AWD, NZ New,

Top Tow SUV

$15,990

2014 Toyota Fielder
Hybrid, Auto, Economy Plus

$9,990

2011 Toyota RAV-4
Auto, 2.4 Ltr, NZ New,

Top Condition

$12,990

2010 Jaguar XF
70 Km, Luxury Motoring, Great Price

$12,990

2013 Honda Jazz
1.5 Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Leather Trim

$10,990

2015 Holden Cruze
Great Condition, NZ New, Only 25 Km

$12,990

2018 Mazda CX-5
GSX Diesel, 2.2 Ltr Turbo, AWD,

GREAT VALUE

$13,990

2015 Suzuki Swift
Auto, Alloys, Excellent Condition

VALUE
$10,990

Back to pen and paper in the age of AI
As Artificial Intelligence (AI) contin-

ues to flood online platforms with 
computer-generated music, a Waihī-
based songwriting workshop is encour-
aging musicians to reconnect with hu-
man creativity.

Led by facilitator Liam Ryan, Air 
Sculptures Songwriting Workshops are 
returning for a second year, offering a 
four-evening course where songwriters 
can develop their work as a personal 
creative practice.

Ryan said the workshops provided an 
opportunity to engage in lyric-writing 
and composition, as well as “explore 
the process of songwriting from first 
thoughts right through to a finished 
song”. 

Ryan, a professional musician, com-
poser, and music educator, was moti-
vated to run the workshops after seeing 
“the tidal wave” of songs being released 
online using AI.

“With tens of thousands of songs be-
ing generated online each day, the craft 
of real songwriting is being buried.

“AI is a disrupter in the same way 
punk was in the 1970s - even non-mu-
sicians can make pretty good-sounding 
music now,” he said.

“I guess I am old school. In the Air 
Sculptures classes we look at AI as a 
creative tool. But the basic process of 
picking up a pen and paper and writing 
a lyric is still something I really enjoy as 
a daily practice.”

Ryan said the course “demystifies” 
song types, and teaches how to capture 
first thoughts, use narrative devices, 
and marry music and lyrics. 

Last year’s course had 18 attendees 
and culminated in a sold-out concert of 

Tutor Liam Ryan discusses lyrics with songwriter Alice McConnochie.        Photo: SUPPLIED

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Thrive Trust, sup-
porting mentoring and resilience programmes across 
Thames and Paeroa. To support his local youth work or 
follow stories and insights, find him on social media @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his book 
The Unschooled Life at michaelwilkes.kiwi.

You know that thing you 
hate and swear you’ll 

never do… but you’ve never 
actually given it a real go?

I used to say I hated run-
ning. Why would anyone 

do such a thing? That’s exactly how Grace 
felt too. Until she read my book and decided 
to challenge herself. She started running. 
She trained hard. And just recently, she 
smashed out a half marathon.

Turns out she didn’t hate running. She 
just hadn’t tried. What she did hate, was the 
idea of running. 

I see it with my kids all the time. We’re 
big on dinner around the table—it’s part of 
our rhythm. And every now and then, one 
of them will look down at what’s dished up 
and instantly say, “Yuck, I don’t like this.”

“But you’ve never even tried it,” I reply.
In our house, if it’s on your plate, you give 

it a go. No arguments. And the funny thing 
is, more often than not, they’ll taste it, wrin-
kle their nose… and then by the end, they’re 
polishing it off. 

It’s a simple but powerful lesson: try first, 
decide after. Especially when it looks yuck, 
feels scary, or seems hard. Because discom-
fort is often just the doorway to discovery.

It’s the same with going to the gym, start-
ing a business, building a rhythm, even 
drinking coffee. So many of the things we 
enjoy now were once things we said “never” 
to. So what’s that thing you’ve written off 
without giving it a fair crack? 

Maybe it’s time to stop judging from a dis-
tance, and step into it. 

Because on the other side of that “yuck” 
feeling… there might just be a whole new 
part of yourself waiting to be unlocked.

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION
Try it first, then decide

new original songs.
The 2026 course is suitable for begin-

ners as well as pro-level writers, poets, 
and musicians, and is filling fast.

“I will run a smaller class this year. It’s 
a great opportunity to collaborate with 
like-minded people in a structured envi-

ronment. Bring a guitar or other musi-
cal instrument, pad and pencil, iPad or

tablet, phone and your great creative 
ideas. It’s fun!”
DETAILS: Air Sculptures classes begin on 
February 17 in Waihī. Contact Liam Ryan: 
liamryan@torchmusic.co.nz. 
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
4 Mackay Street 3 1 2 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20958

Size That Sets It Apart
Huge Site. Huge Potential. A Big Waihi Opportunity.
This stand-out icon delivers space, comfort, and size in
one compelling package. Three bedrooms, all with built-
in storage, spacious living with a fireplace, and a heat
pump. Detached garage/workshop.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
31 Adams Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21227

Charm, Comfort & Cashflow Potential
Step inside this character Villa and feel instantly at
home. This three-bedroom, one-bathroom plus a study
will fit the whole family. The open-plan living, dining,
and kitchen is the heart of the home with a
woodburner and heat pump.

Asking Price $585,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
35 Walmsley Road 4 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20868

Family Home with Space to Dream
This family-focused home is located just on the
outskirts of town, offering a serene lifestyle and
convenient access to essential amenities. Upstairs, find
spacious, open-plan living and entertaining. A
renovated kitchen with good storage.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Tues 24 Feb (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
17 Somerset Street 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21205

Modern Fuss-Free Living
This well-presented brick home delivers comfortable
living with a practical layout, two bedrooms, and two
bathrooms. An easy, low-maintenance property. Inside,
enjoy a spacious lounge, kitchen, and dining that
extends to a sunny entertaining deck.

Asking Price $649,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
30 Scheltema Road, Waikino

eves.co.nz/ewa21217

Your Own Private Bush Oasis
Introducing an exceptional opportunity for those
seeking an off-grid lifestyle and true seclusion. This
peaceful 5-hectare (approx.) property is largely covered
in native bush, offering privacy, tranquillity, and a deep
connection to nature.

Asking Price $575,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
7 Penny Lane, Waikino

eves.co.nz/ewa20871

Views to Value
In an elevated position and saturated in sun, find this
2,023 sqm (approx.) section. This hidden gem offers
panoramic views, privacy, and potential. Included is a
Swift Tiny home offering a base to start while you
decide. Bring your plans and vision.

Asking Price $510,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
90 Kenny Street 2 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa18598

Make a Move as First Home or
Investment
This cottage offers sunny, secure living with two
bedrooms, two bathrooms, and a sunroom or office, all
within easy walking distance to the town center, parks,
supermarkets, and amenities. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $575,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
6 Buller Street

eves.co.nz/ewa20742

Decent Land, Decent Price
Motivated vendors want action. Escape here and enjoy
space, peace, and potential on this 3,084 sqm (approx.)
lifestyle section, perfectly positioned on the outskirts of
town. A quiet rural feel with nice outlook and town
convenience close by. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $380,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
79 Kenny Street 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20773

More Space More Value
Relocated and renovated, this home is ready for its next
owners. Spacious living with French doors opening
onto the deck, it offers easy indoor–outdoor flow,
polished native timber floors, plus a fireplace. The
second bedroom has an ensuite.

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only Not all buildings have council consent

New Listing

Katikati
10A Bridgman Lane, Tanners Point 4 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20656

Live the Dream. Grow the Opportunity
The ultimate lifestyle paradise awaits, offering space,
favourable climate conditions, and outstanding
opportunities in an exceptional location. Set on 1.25 ha
(more or less), this established orchard offers options
and income potential, plus a three-bay shed.

Auction Thurs 5 Mar, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
117 Bulltown Road 4 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa19638

Vendor is Moving On
Space to grow on, approx. 4,044 sqm of established
grounds. The main dwelling offers three generous
bedrooms, a family bathroom, and open-plan living
warmed by a fireplace, heat pump, and heat transfer.
Detached garage/workshop plus studio.

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
290 Woodlands Road 3 2 1 6

eves.co.nz/ewa14580

Country Living, Done Beautifully
Perched gracefully on an elevated site within 7.4
hectares (approx.) of rolling countryside, this 228sqm
residence embodies luxury living in its most serene
form. Designed with a flawless balance of comfort and
functionality.

Asking Price $1,525,000 Plus GST (if any)
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Real Estate

SUMMER
SPOTLIGHT
Kickstart your property sale with
$3,750 in premium marketing
exposure!
List exclusively with EVES Katikati or Waihi and we’ll supercharge
our already premium marketing package with an additional $3,750
in value, for an investment of $500.

This limited time offers delivers unbeatable exposure – designed to
put your property in the spotlight and reach more buyers when the
market heats up.

Don’t miss out. List by 28 February.

Terms and Conditions Available to properties exclusively listed with EVES until 28 February 2026. During the campaign period, vendors are liable for the $500 vendor contribution within the EVES Summer Spotlight Campaign. Sole agency
agreement required (minimum 90 days). If withdrawn early, the vendor must reimburse EVES for campaign costs (less any vendor contribution). Campaign components are non-transferable and non-refundable. One Summer Spotlight
campaign per property. Not available for properties already listed with EVES. Available through EVES Katikati and EVES Waihi. Prices include GST and are valid until 28 February 2026. Marketing will not commence until payment is received.

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

EVES Waihi 07 863 1118 waihi@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

BE QUICK!!!!
Come and beat the price rise

Dairy farming company Pukeko Place 
Farms Ltd has been convicted and 

fined $52,500 for unlawfully discharging 
dairy effluent into the environment on a 
farm it manages at Kinleith, South Wai-
kato.

The fine was imposed by Judge Sheena 
Tepania following a sentencing hear-
ing in the Huntly District Court in May, 
2025. 

Her decision was released on January 
23 as a result of a prosecution taken by 
Waikato Regional Council under the Re-
source Management Act.

In May, 2024, council officers in-
spected the 240-cow dairy farm, which is 
owned by a family trust and managed by 
the defendant. 

At the time, the farm was operating a 
sump-only effluent system with no efflu-
ent storage infrastructure. This meant 
dairy shed effluent had to be irrigated on 
to land daily, regardless of weather or soil 
conditions.

On the day of the inspection, council 
officers observed significant ponding of 
dairy effluent on already saturated soils.

The ponding resulted from overnight 
irrigation using a stationary irrigator and 
was in breach of the Resource Manage-
ment Act.

“Following a council inspection in 
2018, it was identified that the farm’s old 
earthen effluent ponds required upgrad-
ing,” council’s acting regional compliance 

Effluent discharge 
results in large fine

manager Evan Billington said.
“Instead, the defendant chose to de-

commission the ponds and rely on a 
high-risk sump-only system, rather than 
invest in fit-for-purpose effluent storage 
that would allow the farm to meet its en-
vironmental obligations.

“Effluent management on this farm fell 
well below accepted dairy industry stand-
ards. The offending was entirely foresee-
able and placed an unfair burden on the 
contract milker who was left to manage 
the system,” he said.

In sentencing, Judge Tepania de-
scribed the offending as “highly careless 
- an accident waiting to happen, particu-
larly given the weather conditions in the 
Waikato”. She went on to state that there 
was “a clear lack of responsibility shown 
by the defendant by essentially allowing 
the farm to operate with inadequate in-
frastructure for financial reasons. That 
also tends towards a real want of care”.

A council officer samples ponded dairy 
effluent.               Photo: SUPPLIED

On the LandOn the Land
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$3,590
now only

+GST

SAVE $200
2 only!

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Softhands® LM1002

SWIFTHITCH2 QUICK HITCH
UNROLLA LX104

GET READY FOR FEEDING

+Hands free dual latching system
+ Extra bale security
+ 12000lb roller chains
+ Stronger feed bars
+ Unique cradle shape
+ Feed out both sides
+ Self Loading

5

Federated Farmers warns of ‘water tax’ risk
Federated Farmers says while it 
supports the intent of the gov-
ernment’s resource management 
overhaul, a deep dive into the draft 
legislation has revealed some seri-
ous concerns.

Most concerning are provisions 
allowing freshwater rights to be 
auctioned, tendered, or levied - ef-
fectively enabling freshwater to be 
taxed, Federated Farmers RMA 
reform spokesperson Mark Hoop-
er says. “It’s not an exaggeration to 
say we were alarmed when we read 
clauses in the Natural Environ-
ment Bill that give future Minis-
ters sweeping powers to tax water 
to manage demand,” he said.

“There is no way on earth Fed-
erated Farmers can or will support 
that. I’ll be seeking urgent clarifi-
cation from the Beehive, because 
any reform that allows water taxes 
by stealth is completely unaccepta-
ble to us.”

In December, the government 
released the Planning Bill and the 
Natural Environment Bill to re-
place the Resource Management 
Act. Hooper said Federated Farm-
ers staff spent the past eight weeks 
working through the detail.

“It’s important to state up front 
that Federated Farmers is com-
pletely on board with the aims of 
the reform,” he said. 

“The promise of a stronger focus 
on property rights, a tighter scope, 
fewer resource consents, more 
standardisation and less litigation 
all sound like the reset farmers 
have been calling for.

“But as we’ve worked through 
the detail, it’s become clear that 
there are parts of these bills that 
do not align with those aims at all.”

Hooper said the risk of water 
taxes was not the only concern. As 
currently drafted, the new system 
may be more permissive where 
environmental limits are comfort-
ably met, but significantly more 
restrictive where a catchment is at 
or near its limit.

“Councils often set limits that 
aim to maintain current water 
quality levels, so this could mean 
many catchments are immediately 
at or beyond environmental limits 
from the outset. 

“As the Natural Environment 
Bill becomes more restrictive as 
catchments approach those limits, 
that could actually mean more re-
source consents for farmers as the 
bills are currently drafted. 

“This is on top of requirements 
for all farmers to also have a Fresh-
water Farm Plan.

“Federated Farmers supports a 
shift to a farm plan approach, but 
only if it replaces, rather than sits 

alongside, the need for a resource 
consent.”

Another area of concern was the 
wording around when councils 
must compensate landowners for 
loss of property value, he said.

The organisation welcomed the 
government’s earlier commitment 
to compensation when restrictive 
overlays - such as Outstanding 
Natural Landscapes and Signifi-
cant Natural Areas - were imposed 
on farms but it was more uncertain 
than expected. 

Another major concern was that 
Water Conservation Orders re-
main largely untouched, despite 
being an outdated planning tool.

On the LandOn the Land
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Features:
• 16” Alloy Wheels with spacesaver spare

• 1.0L Turbo Petrol

• 7DCT Transmission

• Power & Torque: 74 kW / 172 Nm

• Forward Collision Avoidance Assist

• Lane Keep and Lane Follow Assist

• Multi-collision Brake (MCB)

• Front & Rear Parking Sensors

• Rear View Monitor with Dynamic
Guidelines

• Halogen Bi-Function Projection
Headlights

• Cloth Interior Seat Trim

• 4.2” Colour LCD Multifunction Instrument
Cluster

• 8” Colour Touchscreen Infotainment
System

• 6 Speaker Sound System

• Apple CarPlayTM & Android AutoTM

• Interior Ambient Mood Lighting

• Manual Air Conditioning

$ 29,990
MRP

Incl. GST +ORC*

Overseas Model Shown.

Kia Stonic
LX 1.0T 2WD

Please note: Model Year 2026 Stonic LX will undergo all necessary inspections when available. Until inspections are complete, all
information, speci쏾cations and illustrations are based on data available at the time of publication and subject to change without notice.
*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs 쏾rst).
All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

Quality Redefined

Factory
Warranty

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

$28,990
SRP
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KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAIHI BEACH 07 863 7387

WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP

Valley Profile 130 x 180 Aug25.indd 1Valley Profile 130 x 180 Aug25.indd 1 4/08/2025 3:20:31 pm4/08/2025 3:20:31 pm

                       “We get good responses out of the 

                          paper, so I’m pretty confident               

                          they’re being delivered. That’s 

one of the main reasons why Valley Toyota 

and Thames Kia chooses to advertise with The 

Valley Profile. The distribution going directly 

to houses is a big thing for us to have our name 

out there. Nikki and the team do an excellent 

job with the advertising and following up in a 

professional manner. We’re happy to work with 

a locally owned newspaper that has news 

and stories from the community.”

- Dale Muir

Sales Manager, Valley Toyota

Back the local paper 
that’s read cover to cover!
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

“

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
022 174 3988 | davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

Fern is a 13-year-old Eng-
lish Springer Spaniel that 

came to see us because she 
had a lump growing on her 
foot. The lump was the size 
of a dove egg, and it was 

starting to ulcerate because Fern was constantly 
licking it. 

The lump needed to be removed, but because 
of its size, it would leave quite a big open wound. 
There is no “extra” skin on the foot, so it would 
have been impossible to close the surrounding 
skin over the big wound. 

If we had left it open, it would have taken a 
very long time to heal and would have been at 
risk of infection and other complications.

We decided to do a skin graft. During the pro-
cedure, we removed a piece of skin from Fern’s 
chest because the area had a lot of loose skin. 
We then prepared our graft by removing all the 
fatty tissue and punching holes into it. 

This prevents fluid from building up under the 
graft and enables tissue from the wound bed 
beneath to grow through the small holes and 
“accept” the new skin. The prepared graft was 
sutured over the open wound, and the wound 
on the chest, where the graft was harvested 
from, was also sutured closed. Antibiotic cream 
and a light covering bandage were applied.

Then came the stressful time of waiting…
would the fragile piece of grafted skin be accept-
ed at the new site, or would it die off and leave 
us with a big open wound anyway? 

We changed the bandage every five days, and 
luckily, the tissue on Fern’s foot sent lovely little 
blood vessels into our grafted skin, and it “sur-
vived,” providing a beautiful new covering over 
the big open wound. 

Fern was a model patient and never chewed 
at her bandage or played in the mud with it! A 
pathologist checked the lump and found it to 
be a benign growth, which was completely re-
moved and should not cause Fern any further 
problems.

- Dr Johanneke Walles is a Veterinarian at 
Franklin Vets Paeroa

Skin graft needed
By Dr Johanneke 
WallesFunding a lifeline for trust

When Barb Ritchie found out she’d se-
cured funding from Waikato Regional 

Council to offer freshwater and marine 
conservation programmes to schools in the 
Coromandel Peninsula, she burst into tears.

“I think, being an old person, I get scared 
that the kids don’t know what they’ve got 
to lose,” she said. “But when I see them 
able to go through these programmes, and 
the ones that really pick it up and go on to 
make it their life, I have faith again.” 

Barb is a trustee and the secretary of 
The Friends of Whanganui o Hei Marine 
Reserve Trust. It was set up in 2010 to fun-
draise for educational opportunities around 
the Cathedral Cove-based marine reserve, 
and is the regional provider for two pro-
grammes developed by the Mountains to 
the Sea Conservation Trust.

The programmes - Experiencing Marine 
Reserves (EMR) and Whitebait Connection 
(WBC),  immerse children in marine and 
freshwater conservation and catchment 
restoration, with hands-on learning at the 
marine reserve and streams and rivers. 

Barb said thousands of children from 
Coromandel and Hauraki schools had been 
through the programmes before Covid-19 
and Cyclone Gabrielle hit, disrupting the 
trust’s delivery over five years from 2020. 
“We’ve really struggled to get funding 
since,” she said. “To be perfectly honest, 
when my husband and I came home from 
overseas and I opened the email about the 
funding, I just burst into tears.”

Friends of the trust was one of 15 com-
munity projects to receive a grant from 
council’s Environmental Initiatives Fund 
this year, receiving $36,000 to support  
EMR and WBC for two years, from grants 
totalling $478,557 overall. 

Barb said the funding was to support 20 
schools to take part in each programme 
over two years. 

For EMR, year 1-8 students, accompa-

Students explore Gemstone Bay as part of the programme.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

nied by parents and caregivers, will get to 
go snorkelling at a reef outside the marine 
reserve before venturing into the fully pro-
tected area to compare biodiversity and 
ecosystem health. 

“I’ve seen some of the kids who have tak-
en part before grow up to become marine 
biologists and that is pretty cool,” Barb said. 
“EMR has also changed some of the local 
attitudes about marine reserves. If you look 
after the sea, you are going to get bigger 
fish. It’s a marine nursery area; fish don’t 
know where the reserve is.”

The WBC programme, offered from 
early childhood to year 8, focuses on na-
tive freshwater fish, particularly whitebait 
species, and teaches kids about life cycles, 
habitats and threats, and includes stream 

health assessments such as macroinverte-
brate (bugs) sampling, native fish surveys, 
water quality testing and monitoring white-
bait spawning habitat.

 “Afterwards, they’re encouraged to take 
action in their own communities, so be-
come advocates for conservation and sus-
tainability.”

Barb said the trust was addressing the 
declining health of freshwater and marine 
environments. “Our key issues are pollu-
tion, sedimentation, habitat degradation, 
and a general lack of public understanding 
about the interconnectedness of our water-
ways and oceans,” she said. 

“We need more people to understand and 
want to get involved in looking after the 
water from the mountains to the sea.”
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Contact
Club President: Luke O’Neil
027 404 3492
ngatearugbysportsclub@gmail.com

At Ngatea Sports we welcome all codes and all people. If
you would like to join one of our existing teams, or need
support to help start something new contact us today.

Hauraki Golf Club
crn SHW25 &SHW2

Ladies meet Tuesdays
@9am for 9 or 18holes.

If interested ph club: 078673197
or Claire: 0274957910

Clubs and some coaching available at
a time suitable to you.

Ladies Come
and Play Golf

JOIN A CLUB JOIN A CLUB JOIN A CLUB
ADVERTISING FEATURE

It’s a good time of year to start look-
ing around the community for groups 
to join and new activities to try out. 

PAEROA TENNIS AND SQUASH CLUB
The club organises a lot of activities, 
but there is plenty of time for mem-
bers to use the 11 tennis courts and 
two squash courts for their own games 
and practice. Club membership is for 
both squash and tennis facilities. Great 
value, great for fitness, great fun and 
all weather.
HAURAKI SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCE CLUB
Beginners are welcome to head along 
to the Hauraki Thames Scottish Coun-
try Dance Club as there is no experi-
ence necessary. For anyone wanting 
to try some- thing new, pop along to 
the Thames Band Room on Queen St, 
Thames, on February 12 at 5:15pm for 
the club’s first dance night of the year.
ROTARY PAEROA
Rotarians value service to their com-
munity just as much as the friendship 
and fellowship that comes from being 
part of a group like this. Rotary Paeroa 
is made up of a wonderfully diverse 
mix of people - including an antique 
dealer, veterinarian, engineer, basket-
ball coach, farmer, artists, retirees, a 
nationally renowned psychologist, and 
even the local chimney sweep. Despite 
this rich variety, there’s always room 
for more - especially those best de-
scribed as good, community-minded 
sorts who want to make a difference 
while enjoying great company along 
the way.
MARAMARUA RUGBY CLUB
Our RuaNorth boys were a force to be 
reckoned with as U19s, and 2026 will 
see them step it up a gear to compete 
in the U21 comp.  Our unique partner-
ship as a combined RuaNorth team 
crossing over two rugby unions was 
very successful and this will continue 

giving these boys a home at both clubs 
– Maramarua & Hauraki North Rugby 
Clubs Age group rugby is a great av-
enue to give school leavers (and club 
players) a stepping stone to Senior 
Men’s rugby. Welcoming all new play-
ers who are keen to join us for the 2026 
season!
PAEROA GOLF CLUB
Paeroa Golf Club is dubbed the little 
gem in the Valley. The club surprises 
most visitors with its pleasing views 
and rural location. The membership is 
a collective mix of retired ex-local busi-
ness couples and more recently, young-
er members, with the Longridge Village 
attracting newcomers to Paeroa. Peo-
ple are welcome to join in the nine-
hole group on Tuesdays along with the 
18-hole ladies group. The men’s sec-
tion plays on Thursdays and Saturdays. 

Head over to the Paeroa Golf Club and 
give them a trial visit.
WAIHĪ RSA
The Waihī RSA is a place to connect 
with others over a coffee, a drink at the 
bar or a delicious meal. It’s a great time 
to pop in and try out the brand-new 
menu too, with fresh flavours, classic 
favourites and great value meals. Come 
in, grab a seat and enjoy the food the 
team has worked hard on. “We can’t 
wait to serve you.”
PAEROA SOCIETY OF ARTS
It’s a great time of year to begin a new 
craft or rekindle an old one with our art 
and pottery groups held on Tuesdays 
and a couple of evenings at the Paeroa 
Arts Centre. If you’re curious to explore 
more of the art world and to make like-
minded friends, then come in and see 
us at the gallery. We’re open 10am to 

3pm everyday when the flags are out.
LIONS CLUB OF NGATEA
Our club has been involved with the 
Hauraki District Council providing some 
of the seating being placed around our 
Hugh Hayward Domain. We also work 
together with HDC and Hauraki Plains 
College celebrating the annual Day of 
the Older Person. Street appeals for 
Braille week and Daffodil Day also use 
Lions Club members. 
THAMES HAURAKI DANCE THEATRE
Feel like trying something new? Come 
along to our adult contemporary dance 
and adult ballet classes. It’s a fun, 
friendly and inclusive environment 
for people who are wanting to branch 
out. Dance is proven to offer numer-
ous physical, mental, and emotional 
benefits. It can improve cardiovascular 
health, increase strength and flexibil-

ity, and enhance balance and co-ordi-
nation. It also boosts mood, reduces 
stress and anxiety and even enhances 
cognitive function. Why not give it a 
try?
THAMES VALLEY DEERSTALKERS AS-
SOCIATION
TVDA has outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities for everyone - in addition to 
our excellent range and shooting facili-
ties; we have twilight clay targets and 
archery each Thursday night that the 
public are welcome to attend. Club 
nights, with a wide range of speak-
ers, happen on the last Wednesday 
evening of each month - once again; 
everyone is most welcome. Each year 
TVDA runs a fantastic Hunter Training 
Course (HUNTS) – this course is an 
amazing kick start or chance to upskill 
on your hunting and outdoor safety 
techniques.
HAURAKI CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Hauraki Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) 
is a trusted community resource, pro-
viding free, confidential,and impartial 
support to individuals navigating life’s 
challenges. Whether it’s tenancy is-
sues, legal rights, financial hardship, or 
accessing essential services, Hauraki 
CAB ensures people have the informa-
tion and guidance they need to make 
informed decisions.  
THAMES AMATEUR SWIMMING 
CLUB
Thames Swimming Club is all about 
fun, skill, and team spirit. From de-
velopment squads to national-level 
swimmers, we help everyone im-
prove, compete, and achieve their 
best. Swimmers have the support 
and opportunities they need, from 
race night and club champs to exciting 
events like Junior Festival and Division 
II Championships at the end of Feb. If 
you haven’t tried swimming yet, come 
to our Have a Go Day on March 8 and 
jump in for some fun in the pool.

Thames Amateur Swimming Club 

Paeroa  Society of Arts Maramarua Rugby Club

Rotary Paeroa’s V8 event. 
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Mission Statement:
To maintain a friendly, social and competitive club environment from

which to continue to promote tennis and squash to juniors and adults alike.
We aim to retain existing members and also encourage new members to join.
We will also provide high quality tennis and squash facilities available

to all members of the local community since 1923.
For all enquiries, Contact Bruce Nicol 021 781 560

The club have 11 tennis courts with lights
(4 plexipave, 7 astroturf courts)

and 2 squash courts.
Tennis and squash can be played all year around.

FUN • FITNESS • FRIENDS
FOR ALL AGES AND
FITNESS LEVELS

COME AND GIVE IT A GO

SCAN TO REGISTER
AS A PLAYER OR
VOLUNTEER

SEASON: MAY TO SEPTEMBER
SIGN-UP BY 31 MARCH
AGES 4 - 13
PAEROARANGERSFC@GMAIL.COM

Paeroa Rangers

Regular events at the RSA are as follows:
• Pool Club on Wednesday nights 5:00 - 9:00pm
• Bingo on Thursday nights 7:00 - 9:30pm
• Club night on Fridays 2:00 - 10:00pm (Entertainment last Friday of each month)

The club is available for catered functions.
RSAmembership supports local veterans who have been in service for
the country and the Royal NZRSA who advocate for all NZ veterans.

67 Belmont Rd, Paeroa - 07 862 7226 - paeroarsa@xtra.co.nz

Restaurant Times
Wednesday 5:00 - 9:00pm • Thursday 5:00 - 6:45pm (bingo after this)

Friday 5:00 - 9:00pm • Saturday 5:00 - 9:00pm

• The Gallery displays our own local Members Art and Crafts for sale.
• Exhibitions by local and guest artists each month.
• Our 100 year old building is home to our working art room and pottery studio.
• Classes for Pottery and Art run each week in our specialized Artroom and Pottery Studio.
• Society members host and take part in a vast variety of courses, workshops, and
creative meetings to express their art medium together with like-minded people.
Membership is open to all
• Additional workshops are held throughout the year for members and non-members alike.

The art room is available for hire.
109 Normanby Rd, Paeroa

Contact: paeroaartsociety@gmail.com
Galleries are open when the flags are out.

It’s A Great Time To Get Involved At The
PAEROA SOCIETY OF ARTS

A community based
arts organisation.

HAURAKI THAMES SCOTTISH
COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

Are you looking for something different?
Something that keeps you fit without trying?

SSSooommmeeettthhhiiinnnggg sssoooccciiiaaalll aaannnddd eeennnjjjoooyyyaaabbbllleee???
THEN JOIN OUR CLUB -

WE DANCE WEEKLY AND ARE VERY WELCOMING.
Dances comprise six or eight people in ‘sets’ and we learn as we go.

You do not need a partner just come and enjoy the fun.
EVERY THURSDAY STARTING FEBRUARY 12TH
THAMES BAND ROOM QUEEN STREET THAMES

5.15 to 7.30 pm
$3. per night and $5. membership (not even expensive)

COME ALONG AND SEE WHAT IT IS ALL ABOUT.
CONTACT GLENDA 027 487 3008 OR NGAHUIA 021 122 5571

Lions Club of Ngatea
61 years serving the community of

Ngatea and Hauraki Plains
• We organise and run a Free Family Fun Day March 8th 2026 – a great time with
no costs to those attending

• Annual Cancer Support Morning Teas mid- year raise funds for Local Cancer Support
as well as the Lions Cancer Lodge in Hamilton

• The club’s longest running project is a November Woodchop with firewood deliveries
to pensioners in our area

• We support Ngatea town’s Christmas Parade event
• Youth in our area can also receive our support for their sport and cultural activities

Contact for our club on ngatea.secretary@lionsclubs.org.nz

WEDNEDAY POOL COMPETITION NIGHT 5.30pm KICK OFF
THURSDAY RSA NIGHT

FRIDAY CLUB NIGHTS, RAFFLES, MEMBERSHIP DRAW AND
FANTASTIC ROAST DINNER MEALS

SKY TV, POOL, SNOOKER, DARTS & BOWLS

407 COURT STREET THAMES

VENUE HIRE… GREAT FACILITIES, GREAT HIRE RATES.
ENQUIRIES 07 8686107 LEAVE A MESSAGE
OR EMAIL thamesbowls@gmail.com

Social Members WelcomeSocial Members Welcome

Thames
Bowling
Club

The BowlaThe BowlaThe BowlaThe Bowla
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Call Colin on 021 998 851 for an introductory 6-9 holes
Returning Golfer after 2 +years

New to Golf Low deposit and fortnightly payments
to suit your budget

9 & 18 Hole Membership Categories (Try 9 First)
Great team of members

Business House
Twilight

Supported by
LINN MOTORS

PAEROA
Has started and

runs until last Wed
in March

Make up a team of
3-4 or come alone

to
be put in a an
Ambrose team

It’s fun - Only $5 pp
Stay for an Angus
Burger afterwards

54 HOLE GOLF
MIXED OPEN TOURNAMENT
2026 - MARCH 21st / 22nd

Junior Coaching starts again
in the 2nd & 3rd Term
Mid Week 4-5pm

Day to be confirmed.
Details and contact on

Paeroa Junior Golf

Email your entry with
dot golf number to:

paeroagolf2@gmail.com

$1000
HOLE in ONE

PRIZE
Shared if
multiple

*27 Hole strokeplay each day
8am - 9pm daily - Lunch included

on course after 1st 18 holes
*2 Divisions

GROSS NET STABLEFORD
Entry Fee $105

PLAY GOLF TO SUIT YOUR LIFESTYLE
NEWMEMBER DEALS
In the of the Valley

Watton Family Thames Valley Trophy

• Something for everyone and all the family too
• Rifle, shotgun and archery ranges and events
• Regular club and interclub events and excellent facilities
• Hunter training courses
• Specific events for Kids and youngsters too.

101 Morrison Road, Paeroa
tvdeerstalkers@gmail.com

027 3337786
www.tvda.co.nz

Hauraki Old Post Office Building
101 Normanby Road, Paeroa
Opening hours: Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday 10am-1pm
07 863 7640 or 021 318 946
hauraki@cab.org.nz

VOLUNTEER
with the HAURAKI CAB

https://www.facebook.com/RotaryPaeroa/
rotarypaeroa@gmail.com

Annual Youth Opportunities
Rotary National Science and Technology Forum (Year 12)
Rotary Youth Leadership Award (Age 20-26)
Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (Year 10)
Outward Bound (Ages 16-18)

Rotary is a global network of more than 1.2 million neighbours, friends, leaders, and problem-
solvers who see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across

the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.

Paeroa Rotary fundraises around $30,000 a year for the Paeroa Community.
JOIN US - Help make a difference in your community.

We meet every fortnight at the Paeroa RSA.

AEROAPROTARY PAEROPOTARY OARO

Enquiries

DANCE THEATRE

BALLET CONTEMPORARY
TAP

SENIOR SWANS
BEGINNER ADULT BALLET

Thames Jockey Club - 509 Parawai Rd, Thames
https://stage.thdt.co.nz

sarah@thdt.co.nz
Ph: 021 618 179

HIP-HOP
JAZZ

Good food, great
atmosphere and
friendly staff

Come and join for only $35.00 membership for a year.
As an RSA member, you have a “home away from home” at

our RSA and can always be sure of a warm welcome.
You can grab a coffee, relax with friends at the bar,
or enjoy a wholesome meal at a competitive price.

As a member you can make new friends,
and reconnect with former comrades.

There is a strong sense of belonging within the RSA.

Contact The Waihi RSA on
07 863 8860 or Email: office@waihirsa.co.nz

13 Seddon St,
Waihi
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Make every day beautiful with

512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891 E:flowersonpollen@gmail.com

w:flowersonpollen.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

• Carpets • Vinyls • Floor Sanding
• Laminate & Timber Flooring

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277

sales@owensflooring.co.nz • www.owensflooring.co.nz

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space ADVERTISING FEATURE

Owens Flooring: We have your floors covered
Owens Flooring is a very well re-

spected and recognised business 
based in Waihī Beach.  

Specialising in both residential and 
commercial flooring sales and instal-
lation, Bill Owens has more than 30 
years of experience in all aspects of 
floor coverings.  

Owens Flooring has a spacious 
240m2 showroom, one of the largest 
in the area.

They have in-store stock special 
ranges of carpets, as well as excit-
ing new ranges of both solution dyed 
nylon carpets and 100 per cent wool 

carpets.  
They sell the leading brands of engi-

neered timber and laminate planking 
with many ranges suitable for kitch-
ens, large living and dining areas, 
and some now also suitable for bath-
rooms and laundry areas. 

Owens Flooring is a proud mem-
ber of The Flooring Foundation and 
FloorsNZ. 

Call in and see the friendly sales 
team, including their inhouse flooring 
colour consultant.

Phone or e-mail for a free measure 
and quotation, Phone 027-233-7277; 

Website: www.owensflooring.co.nz; 
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz.

 Visit our showroom at Unit 5/57 
Wilson Rd, Waihī Beach.

Monday to Friday 8.30am – 4pm 
and Saturdays by appointment.

Covering floors from the Hauraki 
basin, Coromandel Peninsula, Waihī, 
Waihī Beach, Katikati and beyond.

- Supplied by Owens Flooring

RIGHT: Owens Flooring has in-store 
stock special ranges of carpets, as well 

as exciting new ranges of both solution 
dyed nylon carpets and 100 per cent 

wool carpets.   Photo: SUPPLIED

Join our monthly 
Style Your Space 
page and receive 
a feature article 

about your business 
and a listing on the 

Coromandel App
Contact Davidda - 022 174 3988
davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

or Nikki - 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

OWENS FLOORING

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $3175 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3500 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5800

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive
BKD Farm Quad

Contact Ben 027 488 7019
benknoetze@gmail.com

R E PA I R  A N D  S E R V I C E
To all makes of farm Quads & Bikes

Free collection & deliveries in 25km 
Radius of Ngatea

Care and Repair +
automotive

glass & glazing

electrical services

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Thames Hire Centre is a one-stop shop for 
trailer and equipment rentals in the Haura-

ki-Coromandel region.
Owner Perrin Newland has the community 

covered for all access, concrete, cleaning, and 
renovation equipment, building tools, genera-
tors, excavators and of course trailers.

“We cater for the smaller commercial hire 
and DIY sort of people,” he said. Perrin has 
been operating the business for five years 
with help from his wife Natasha, and was fo-
cussed on delivering good customer service 

and building a good reputation, he said.
Visit thameshire.co.nz to see what equip-

ment is on offer or pop in to the centre and 
chat to Perrin. 

“We’re open from 7am to 5pm during the 
weekdays and 7am to 12 on Saturdays.

“We offer a weekend deal where you can 
hire something at a day rate for the whole 
weekend,” he said.
CONTACT: Thames Hire Centre, Jellicoe Cres-
cent, Website: thameshire.co.nz, Email: hire@
thameshire.co.nz, Ph 07 868 9350. 

Excellent service at hire centre
Perrin Newland of Thames Hire Centre is ready to help find solutions.             Photo: NIKKI SANDERS



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Harmony returns to library
Live music will return to the Waihī Li-
brary this week when A Friends Place 
performs a Valentine’s-themed set in sup-
port of Hato Hone St John.

The group has been invited back to per-
form on Tuesday, February 10, from 11am 
to 12.30pm, with donations collected on 
the day once again going to Hato Hone 
St John, helping support ambulance re-
stocking and depot supplies.

The upcoming performance follows a 
successful Christmas-time appearance at 
the library on December 16, where musi-
cians and singers from A Friends Place 
spread festive cheer with carols and pop-
ular favourites. 

“It was magical, with passers-by joining 
in the happy mood with the music group, 
library staff and St John staff,” Lesley 

Fairthorne, from A Friends Place, said.
“Thanks to donators, our first event 

raised $77 for St John, and I am always 
amazed at our musicians and singers who 
volunteer their time and talent for enrich-
ing our community - what fabulous peo-
ple they all are.”

A Friends Place is a local music club 
made up of singers and musicians of all 
ages, with a growing focus on public per-
formances that support local causes. 

The group sees donors as collaborators 
in this new venture, emphasising that 
every contribution helps make a differ-
ence.
DETAILS: A Friends Place performing at 
Waihī Library, Tuesday, February 10 starting 
at 11am until 12.30pm, with donations go-
ing to Hato Hone St John.

Members of A Friends Place Music Club perform at the Waihī Library in December. Photo: SUPPLIED

Driving out weeds 
at Driving Creek
The Driving Creek Railway Arts and Con-

servation Trust has secured $17,680 in 
funding from Waikato Regional Council’s 
Environmental Initiatives Fund to support 
targeted environmental weed control at the 
iconic Coromandel site.

The funding will help protect and enhance 
one of the peninsula’s most distinctive con-
servation and tourism landmarks - a regen-
erating native forest built around a narrow-
gauge railway north of Coromandel Town.

Driving Creek Railway was the brainchild 
of potter Barry Brickell, who began build-
ing the original narrow-gauge track back in 
the late 1970s to transport terracotta clay to 
New Zealand’s first wood-fired stoneware 
kiln - which he also built himself.

When he bought the land, the site had 
been subjected to more than 100 years of 
kauri logging, gold mining and farming. 
Along with his ceramic art and railway-
building, he had a grand vision to restore 
the land to what it might have looked like 
in pre-colonial times, planting more than 
27,000 native trees, from kauri and tōtara 
to kōwhai and miro. 

The grant allows specialist contractors to 
target priority environmental weeds across 
40ha of indigenous podocarp-broadleaf for-
est in the Driving Creek catchment. 

Driving Creek conservation manager Dr 
Kate James said the project aimed to reduce 

infestations of invasive weeds, including 
climbing asparagus and Taiwan cherry, with 
a particular focus on kahili ginger.

“Infestations from environmental weeds 
like wild ginger directly impact regenerating 
native forests by smothering and replacing 
the native understorey species and seed-
lings,” she said. 

“Volunteers working in the catchment... 
have made great progress controlling the 
ginger through regular ‘ginger bash’ events.”

The work builds on the trust’s local part-
nerships, while the funding boost meant 
they could cover a greater area and target 
more invasive weeds. “Barry had a grand vi-
sion to restore the native bush to its former 
glory,” Kate said, “and, today, we continue 
to honour his legacy by making sure the na-
tive biodiversity here can thrive.”

Driving Creek is one of 15 projects that re-
ceived a share of the $478,557 in EIF fund-
ing provided by council during the 2025/26 
funding round.

Senior biodiversity officer Kate Pepper 
said the fund was about “enhancing ecologi-
cal outcomes” at sites like the Driving Creek 
catchment by supporting communities to 
preserve and restore the region’s unique na-
tive biodiversity. 

Projects may apply for up to $40,000 
each from the EIF funding pot, which is al-
located annually.

One of many ‘ginger bash’ 
events at Driving Creek. 

Photo: SUPPLIED



PAPER RUNNERS
We have  a vacancy for paper 
runners in Ngatea and Waihi. 

Immediate start...
Please contact Geoff: 

admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
 for more information.

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Advertise with 
the paper 

that is being 
read

 Valley Profile     
P: 022 130 3885

For Sale

Death Notice
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Public Notice Public Notices
CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

Storage

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman ServicesFor Lease Wanted To Buy

Storage

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening

Grazing

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades Situations Vacant

Builders

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148 Painters

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033

Safe n Sound Storage

www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

We are looking for 
2 mechanics 

to join our team.
A qualified car mechanic 
must have a WoF ticket

&
a motorbike mechanic. 

Some experience would 
be an advantage 

but training will be given 
to the right applicant.

If you are reliable and a 
team player 

send your CV to 
miles@hpmotors.co.nz 

or ph 027 227 1121 
for a chat.

Firewood for sale. 
Pine. $100 per cube. 
Ph 027 385 2806

HAURAKI RSA 
MEMORIAL CLUB INC
An Extraordinary General 
Meeting will be held in the 

RSA Clubrooms
Wednesday 11th February 

2026 at 7pm
Purpose of meeting:

Approval of 
Draft Constitution.

S.Armstrong - Secretary

Due to our membership growth we are 
looking for an experienced bar manager and 
bar person to work at the Ohinemuri Club in 

Paeroa. Approximately 20 hours per week and 
must be able to work Saturdays.  
Please email CV to the Manager 

ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz 
or drop it into the club. 

Now taking orders
Pine $90m3

Delivery to Paeroa, 
Thames, Ngatea
and surrounds

Shaun & Chanelle
Neustroski

Ph 027 938 0349

Land Wanted
Wanted to Lease/Rent 
land while I look for 
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text 
Richard 0279332015

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Heifer grazing 
available. 26 / 27 
season. Komata. Phone 
Keith Trembath MNZM 
07 862 6833 

Round solid wood 
table, 7 chairs, $300 
ono. Ph 027 335 0476

Cook - Part Time
Thames Bowling Club is 
seeking a person to fill 
the role of cook at the 
club on Friday nights. 

For more details please 
phone Paula or Karl 

07 8686107 or 
027 916 1284.

Do you have a LOVE for all things vintage, retro 
and collectable, an eye for detail, and can work 
weekends?
We have a casual position coming up for a reli-
able, great with people sales assistant to join our 
team at The Shed & Co in Paeroa. If you have an 
eagerness for style, flair and customer service and 
a genuine interest for the history of pre-loved items, 
then you belong with us!
We are looking for someone with:
• A passion for vintage
• Retail experience
• Friendly, energetic, well presented team player
• Diligence

Hours approx. 14 - 26 per week 
(includes weekends)

How to apply: Send us an email to
theshedco66@gmail.com

with your previous experience / references 
and why you’re a perfect fit.

Shortlisted canditates will be contacted.

Small Aluminium 
dinghy up to 10 FT, 
must be in good 
condition. NO trailer 
wanted. TEXT OR PH 
0211387860  

Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of the Highland Games and Tattoo 
event, the following roads will be closed 
to ordinary vehicular traffic for the period 
indicated below. During the period of 
closure provision will be made for ordinary 
vehicular traffic, which would otherwise 
use the road, to use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Saturday 14 February 
from 6.00am to 6.30pm.
Roads to be closed in Paeroa: 
• Willoughby St, from intersection of 

SH26 (Arney St) to intersection of 
Corbett St.

• Mackay St, from intersection of SH2 to 
intersection of Willoughby St.

• Hall St, from intersection of SH2 to 
intersection of Willoughby St.

• Corbett St, from intersection of Albert 
St to King St.

• King St - entire length.
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to 
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or 
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 27 February 
2026.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Proposed Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of Waihi Warm Up Party for Repco 
Beach Hop 2026 event organised by Go 
Waihi it is intended to close the following 
roads to ordinary vehicular traffic for the 
period indicated hereunder. During the 
proposed period of closure provision will 
be made for ordinary vehicular traffic, 
which would otherwise use the road, to 
use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Wednesday 25 March 
2026, 6.00am to 3.00pm.
Roads to be closed in Waihī: 
• SH2 (from Seddon St/SH2 intersection 

to Kenny St intersection)
• Seddon St (from School Ln/SH2 

intersection to entire Seddon St)
• Gilmour St (from Kenny St/SH25 

intersection to Seddon St)
• Muller St (from property no. 3 Muller St 

to Seddon St roundabout)
• Haszard St (from property no. 24 to 

Martha St)
• Moresby Ave (from property no. 80 to 

SH2 roundabout).
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to 
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or 
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 27 February 
2026
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

SIMMONS, 
Hilda Florence:
Peacefully at  Moana House, 
Whangamata on Friday 6th 
February, 2026; aged 108 
years.  Loved wife of the late 
Vivian, cherished Mother and 
Mother-in-law of John and 
Marie,  and Jenny (deceased) 
and Brian.  Adored 
Grandmother of Scott and 
Kylie, Gerrard and Jaimee, 
and Great-Grandmother of all 
her great-grandchildren.
A service to celebrate Hilda’s 
life will be held at 103 Short 
Road, Whangamata, on 
Saturday 14th February, at 
12noon.  All welcome.
Communications to: 
mariesimmonsnz@icloud.
com
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Obese, 4 Alfresco, 9 Divert, 14 Broke, 15 Gulliver’s Travels, 17 Comma, 18 Rag, 19 Rejoice, 20
Magnesium, 21 Unclad, 24 Initiated, 25 Astral, 26 Touchy, 29 Adaptation, 31 Lip, 32 Hatred, 33 Bump, 35
Eye, 37 Opus, 39 Indonesia, 40 Spectator, 41 Rogue, 42 Gardener, 47 Besmirch, 51 Users, 55 Eavesdrop,
56 Promising, 58 Seem, 59 Tie, 60 Disc, 61 Angina, 62 Ace, 63 Hypothesis, 66 Modest, 67 Ghouls, 69
Architect, 72 Asleep, 73 Menagerie, 75 Library, 77 Tad, 80 Turns, 81 Error of judgement, 82 Raise, 83
Breaks, 84 Annoying, 85 Faced.

DOWN: 2 Boulevard, 3 Salvo, 5 Lure, 6 Retract, 7 Stained glass, 8 Overs, 9 Disgust, 10 Vice, 11 Romany,
12 Board, 13 Lengthy, 14 Balloon, 16 Vaccination, 22 Tidied, 23 Lactose, 24 Imposed, 25 Appear, 27
Counter, 28 Serene, 30 Nuns, 32 Hedge, 34 Porch, 36 Stem, 38 Pea, 42 Greed, 43 Revised, 44 East, 45
Errand, 46 Vesta, 48 Sightseeing, 49 Inspect, 50 Cue, 51 Upright, 52 Speaks, 53 Dodecahedron, 54 Nigh,
57 Impair, 64 Ignorance, 65 Isolate, 66 Mystery, 68 Useless, 70 Chiefly, 71 Terror, 72 Admit, 74 Aorta, 76
Rumba, 78 Asia, 79 Ruin.
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ACROSS
1 Group of birds (5)
4 Desert a friend in
difficulties (5,2,3,5)
14 Municipal (5)
15 Children (5)
16 Obstreperous (10)
17 Mistake (5)
19 Bite (3)
20 Zero (7)
21 Trembling motion (9)
22 Purpose (6)
25 Deputy (9)
27 Summary (6)
28 Funeral vehicle (6)
33 One actively
involved in government
(10)
35 Peppery (3)
36 Courtroom panel
members (6)
37 Pull up (4)
39 Large bird (3)
41 Argument (7)
42 What follows (6)
43 Pirate (9)
44 Flexible, supple (5)
45 Slimy act (anag)(8)
50 Sixth note (2)
51 Column base (8)
55 Leg support (5)
58 Made clear (9)
59 Ring (6)
60 As a rule (7)
61 Floor covering (3)
63 Caprice (4)
64 Admit defeat (4,2)
65 Decline (3)
66 Large juicy gourd
(10)

68 On land (6)
69 Signal light (6)
71 Sugared (9)
76 Formerly Formosa
(6)
77 Newness, originality
(9)
79 Smudged (7)
81 Regret (3)
84 Commerce (5)
85 Annoyance (10)
86 Investigation (5)
87 Bisect (5)
88 Use unfair tactics
against (3,5,3,4)
89 Witty (5)

DOWN
2 Class (6)
3 Squash (5)
5 Wicked (4)
6 Rendition (7)
7 Tainted (6)
8 Unexpected
development in a
storyline (5)
9 Visually offensive
thing (7)
10 Exploited (4)
11 Compassionate (6)
12 Incident (5)
13 Ceremonial staff (7)
14 Spreading plant (7)
18 Infection-killing drug
(10)
23 Blemish (5)
24 Undress (7)
26 Small piece cut off
(7)
27 Kneecap (7)

29 Withdrawal (7)
30 Send word (6)
31 Small tree (5)
32 Sage (6)
34 Poverty (4)
36 Military faction in
power after a revolution
(5)
38 Danger (5)
40 Bogus (4)
45 Tropical parrot (5)
46 A language (7)
47 Wading bird (4)
48 Very sour-tasting (6)
49 Cut corners (5)
50 Reading stand (7)
52 Prudently and with
wise self-restraint (10)
53 Cat breed (7)
54 Flowering (6)
55 Stuck (7)
56 Buy off (5)
57 Imperfection (4)
62 Direct (5)
67 Performer (7)
68 Lawlessness (7)
70 Friendly (7)
72 Laundry vessel (7)
73 Spiced dried
sausage (6)
74 Grab rudely (6)
75 Spoken (6)
76 Relates (5)
78 Drinking tube (5)
80 Less common (5)
82 Flavouring plant (4)
83 Deceive (4)

 SUDOKU               237

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                257
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 551KaiauaRoad

40.989ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu26Feb2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.30amWed11 Feb,Wed18Feb
&Wed25Feborbyappointment
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Land, income&potentialwith iconicviews
Offeredto themarket for the first time inover 100years; a lifestyleand landholdingopportunitywhere ruralbeauty
meetscoastal charm.Seton40ha(moreor less), thepropertyoffersexpansiveviewsacross theFirthofThames to
theCoromandelRanges.Around20haofwell-fencedrollingpasture iscomplementedbyapproximately20haof
establishednativebush.Elevatedareasprovidemultiplepremiumbuildingsiteswithstunningpanoramicoutlooks.
Currently leased, the landoffers immediate incomeor theoption tomanagestockyourself. Just fiveminutes from
Kaiauavillage,enjoy ruralprivacyclose to fishing, local amenitiesandthecoast.Aversatileproperty -viewtoday!

bayleys.co.nz/2630187

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Pipiroa 1944-1982StateHighway25

81.61ha
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Wed25Feb2026
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Twohomesandtwotitles– optionsabound
Flat incontour, this81.6ha(moreor less)holdingspans twotitleswith360-degreeviews to theeasternandwestern
ranges.Aversatileblocksuited tograzing, investment,ora futurehomebase.Regular in shapewithextensive road
frontage, fertileclaysoils andstrongpasturegrowthwith limited relianceonnitrogen fertiliser.Both titles includea
central race,meteredwater reticulated to troughs, and47paddocks.Fencing is7-wirepostandbattenwith2-wire
electric,withSH25 frontage largely7-wire, ideal for finishingsheeporcalves.The42hatitle includesa 1910s four-
bedroomvillaandshedding,while the39hatitleoffersa three-bedroom1960shome,gardens, andshedding.

bayleys.co.nz/2630182
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Maramarua 36and70cMaxwellRoad

121.3614ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Mar2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed18Feb
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Awell-establishedMaramaruadairyholding
Positioned in theheartofMaramarua, thisestablisheddairyunit spans 121.3hectares (moreor less)anddeliversa
practicalbalanceof scale, infrastructureand liveability, suited to reliableproductionandprogressivemanagement.
Gently rollingcontour supportsanefficientdairyplatform,centredarounda25-asideherringboneshedwith
generousyarding for smoothherd flow.Supporting infrastructure includesmultiple implementshedsanda
substantial half roundbarn formachineryand feedstorage.Awell-maintainedthreebedroomhomeprovides
comfortableaccommodation.Well-formedracewaysanddependablewater reticulationsupporteffectivepasture
use.

bayleys.co.nz/2630200

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatarata 428aStateHighway27

7,802sqm 3 1 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Mar2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View4-4.30pmSun 15Feb
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Newyear in thecountrystartshere
Readytoswapcity life foracountryNewYear this summer?This familyhomeon7,802sqm(moreor less)offers
generousopen-plan living,withaspaciouskitchenanddiningarea foreasyentertaining.Featuringa largemaster, two
doublebedrooms,anda familybathroomwithbathandseparateshower.Alarge laundryaddspracticality,withextra
buildingsonsite.Enjoysweeping farmlandviews fromthepatio - ideal for summerBBQsand laid-backoutdoor living.
In thegolden triangle, close toHamilton,AucklandAirportandNgatea,plusschoolsandamenitiesnearby.Waihi
Beach isaneasyday trip.Motivatedvendor -actnow!

bayleys.co.nz/2630195
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Thames 155MaramarahiRoad

4 3 3 4
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu26Feb2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Twodwellings– endlessoptions
Seton3.5200hectares (moreor less) justminutes fromThames township, thiswell-established lifestyleproperty
offers flat, usable landwithbeautiful rural views.Thespaciousmainhomefeatures threebedrooms,multiple living
areas, andaseamlessoutdoor flowtoasunnydeckand landscapedgrounds.Aseparateone-bedroomdwellingadds
income,or familyaccommodation. Infrastructure includesan internal accessdoublegarage, anadditionaldouble
garagewithworkshop, twogardensheds, stablesandatack room.The flatpaddocksofferpracticalgrazingwith
shelter forhorsesor stock.

Opportunities like this soclose to townare increasinglyhard to find.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2180852

NEWLISTING

Thames 6TeretiuDrive

4 2 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Mar2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

TotaraPalmsGem-Auctionorprior
Set inoneofThames’most sought-after locations, thisbeautifullypresented low-maintenancebrick-and-tile 192sqm
(moreor less) four-bedroomhomesitsonaneasy-care823sqm(moreor less) section,offeringspace, comfort, and
security ina tightlyheldneighbourhood.The layout includes twoseparate loungesand fourgenerous
bedrooms—includingamasterwithwalk-in robeandensuite—while themainbathroomwithseparate toiletensures
easeof living.Renovatedkitchenandbathroomsfeaturemodern finishesandexcellent storage throughout,
complementedbytwoair-conditioningunits foryear-roundcomfort.

bayleys.co.nz/2180913
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Whitianga 67JoanGaskellDrive

2,201sqm 74sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior)2pm,Thu 19Mar2026
1030VictoriaStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Shapetheoutcome
• 2,201sqm(moreor less) landholding
• Lease inplace
• Existing improvementsonsite included

Presentinganadd-valuecommercialopportunityon2,201sqm(moreor less)withanexistingbuilding, sealedaccess
andsite improvements.Theproperty iscurrently leased,with the tenant indicatingadesire toexit, offeringscope for
repositioningoralternativeuse (subject toapproval). Suited to investorsordevelopers looking toshapethenext
outcome.

bayleys.co.nz/2202164

NEWLISTING

Thames 515PollenStreet

819sqm 529sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior)2pm,Thu 19Mar2026
1030VictoriaStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Backedbyabank
• Secure incomewithproventenant
• Internal configuration tosuit tenant
• Strategic regional location

515PollenStreet isa two-level commercialbuilding leasedtoWestpacBank,deliveringsecure, established income
withdefinedmedium-termcertainty.Theproperty returns$76,755pa+GST&outgoings,with the tenanthaving
renewed its lease inDecember2025 fora further threeyears, extendingoccupation throughto2028.Completed
strengtheningworks further support thebuilding’songoingcommercial use.

bayleys.co.nz/2180813
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

‘Plein’ exciting art competition to debut
A new art competition is aiming 

to showcase the heritage and 
beauty of Thames, through live, 
outdoor painting. 

Participating artists will create 
their work “en plein air” - out-
doors - in what organiser Laurie 
Spera thinks might be the first 
competition of its kind in New 
Zealand. “This kind of format ex-
ists in other countries,” she said. 

“I’m French and I remember 
participating in one of them as a 
teenager - it was one of the most 
enjoyable experiences I’ve ever 
had as an artist.” 

Laurie’s aim is to bring atten-
tion to the thriving art scene in 
Thames, as well as introducing 
the public to the joy of plein air 
painting. “It is shaped as a com-
petition, but I’m trying to create 
more of an atmosphere of fun.

“The point is to create an event 
to get people together, get people 
creating together, [with] some-
thing interesting for non-artists 
to come and observe.”

The event will take place on a 
Saturday, providing artists with 
plenty of inspirational locations 
to choose from, including Gra-
hamstown, the main street, the 
Thames Markets, and the water-
front. Artists will meet at Vessel 
Art Gallery in the morning to 
retrieve their entry packs, before 
dispersing around the town. 

They can create their works 
from any medium they choose 
- acrylic, oils, watercolour, dry 

Artist Laurie Spera is excited to introduce Thames to the art of “plein air” painting.   Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

mediums like pastel or pencil, or 
mixed media. Stamped canvasses 
and watercolour paper will be 
provided, and must be used for 
the entry piece. “I’m trying not to 
restrict people’s process on how 
they want to do this. Especially for 
the kids, I’ve opened that because 
they might just want to use cray-
ons and pastels, and they might 
not know how to use watercolor 
well, or acrylics, and I want them 
to be able to come and draw, if 

they want to.”
Throughout the day, passersby 

will be encouraged to walk around 
and observe the artists at work. 

The works must be finished on 
the day - artists will return their 
finished piece to Grahamstown 
Hall, where they will be immedi-
ately placed on display for judging 
and a silent auction. Pieces will 
also be up for sale, with 80 per 
cent of profits going to the artist 
and the remaining 20 per cent 

going to Laurie to cover costs and 
prepare for next year’s competi-
tion. 

Interest in the competition has 
been high, with a dozen people 
already signed up. “Hopefully 
I’m going to get a few teenagers 
in - it’s an amazing experience to 
go through as a teenager,” Laurie 
said. “When you show a sketch 
or a finished drawing, people say, 
‘that’s nice’. But they see you in 
the street, actually painting, it 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By ALICE PARMINTER

changes the way they look at you. 
And that’s what I remember be-
ing transformative for me. Before, 
I was just splashing paint around. 
And after, I was an artist, I was 
exhibiting alongside professionals 
in this little competition.”

Laurie, who runs the Creativity 
Room in Thames and also tutors 
art at the Hauraki Lifestyle Trust, 
said there was still plenty of space 
for entrants and encouraged 
everyone to give it a try.“It is free 
- you just need to have a bit of 
paint at home. You don’t have to 
be a professional,” Laurie said. 

“I am very much hoping to cre-
ate a little bit of a bond between 
artists around Thames. I would 
like to see some beautiful paint-
ings of the beautiful Thames, I 
want to place Thames on the map 
in the art world.”
DETAILS: Register by February 20 at 
the-creativity-room.com/paint-out.


