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Call Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905

Selling your property
this summer?

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Ohinemuri River peaks higher than in Gabrielle, P3

LUCKY ESCAPELUCKY ESCAPE

 A massive 
slip damaged 
many homes 
and created 
a “danger-
ous site” on 
Mount Paku 

in Tairua. 
SUPPLIED/TCDC

CONTINUED ON P2-3

Tairua homes were uninhabitable after a large slip 
broke water reservoir pipes overnight on January 

22, emptying it’s contents into the slip and damaging 
around 20 homes. 

The slip was one of many during heavy rainfall in 
which parts of the region recorded around a month’s 
worth of rain in just 12 hours, forcing Thames-
Coromandel and Hauraki district councils to declare 
a state of emergency, which is set to remain in place 
until January 28.

A severe Metservice Red rain warning hammered 
Hauraki-Coromandel on January 21, causing wide-
spread flooding, slips, road closures, and power 
outages, with several highways still closed and more 
than a dozen roads only open to residents and emer-
gency services yesterday. 

In Tairua, Thames-Coromandel District Council 
warned residents of Mount Paku on Friday that the 
slip had made the area a dangerous site. 

“The water pipes to and from the nearby reservoir 
broke in the slip and emptied the contents of the 
reservoir into the slip. This has made the area a par-
ticularly wet site.”

Resident John Drummond told RNZ he and his 
wife woke to people screaming around mid-
night.

 He found his elderly neighbours need-
ing help after they made it on to the 
deck of their home when the landslide 
took it out, sending the pair down 
around two metres into the mud.

The Drummonds helped them out 
and down their driveway to Fire and 
Emergency volunteers and an ambu-
lance, and they were later taken to hos-
pital by helicopter. The landslide had come 
down both sides of the property, pushing up 

By TERESA MAXWELL and KELLEY TANTAU
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Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

A unique
collection of
kitchen and
homeware
carefully
selected each
season for
those who love
to gift, cook
and create.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Central Mo-
tors ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Pippa
Jackson

Residential and
lifestyle sales

Thames-
Coromandel

0200022277777 747 7000777444777 777000000000
MH Realty

BBBayleys Thames

ALTOGETHER BETTER

PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT/ADVERTORIAL: Advertising Manager Nikki Sanders, Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@
valleyprofile.co.nz; Feature Writer Davidda Hikatangata, Ph 022 174 3988, davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz. 
NEWS/EDITORIAL: Managing Editor/Owner Teresa Maxwell, Ph 0204 0944 853, editor@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior 
Reporter Kelley Tantau, Ph 022 619 4889, kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior Reporter Alice Parminter, Ph 022 527 
0988, alice@valleyprofile.co.nz.
LETTERS: Send letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. Letters must include your full name and address, 
be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at editor’s discretion.
THE VALLEY PROFILE is independently owned and operated. It is delivered weekly to every letterbox in the Hauraki 
Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, Thames, Thames Coast, plus bulk distribution peninsula-wide, with an estimated reach of 
35,000 readers. OFFICE OPEN MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS: 2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA, 3600 | ISSN: 2703-5700 

against the back of the house. The back wall 
was pushed about two metres inside the 
house and the exterior wall of the house was 
bowing under the pressure.

Around 20 homes have reportedly been 
deemed uninhabitable, with either yellow or 
red-stickers, which indicates a building has 
sustained moderate to heavy damage or is at 
high risk from an external hazard, making it 
unsafe to occupy. Council said Geotech en-
gineers were on site on January 24 to assess 
the slip and make a plan for clearing it and 
repairing the water pipes, and Motuhoa Rd 
on Mt Paku was expected to be open to one 
lane at 6:30pm.
KUAOTUNU KAYAK RESCUE
Meanwhile, a woman and her daughter 
were rescued by kayak from the deck of their 
Kūaotunu home around 5:30am on January 
21 after her home was surrounded by neck-
deep, fast-flowing water that was still rising.

The pair stayed at her father’s home, how-
ever other residents - including her neigh-
bours,  sheltered at the Kūaotunu Hall after 
Civil Defence opened for those who needed 
to evacuate.

On January 26, NZ Transport Agency 
Waka Kotahi said State Highway 25 at 
Kūaotunu West remained closed at the slip 
site until further notice, along with SH25 
between Whangamatā and Whiritoa due to 
flooding and slips last week.

Council warned people against crossing or 
visiting the Kūaotunu slip site as it had the 
potential for more slippage. 

The transport agency said on Friday the 
priority for its contractors was clearing slips 
to regain access in and out of Whangamatā 
via SH25 to Hikuai, and re-opening SH2 in 
the Karangahake Gorge between Paeroa and 

CONTINUED FROM P1

Waihī, which was reopened on January 23.
PM VISIT
Prime Minister Christopher Luxon landed 
in Thames on January 23 to meet Coroman-
del MP Scott Simpson and Thames-Coro-
mandel district Mayor Peter Revell to see 
the scale of the storm’s damage via Airforce 
helicopter. 

Council said the visit was to illustrate the 
need for long-term roading resilience for the 
Coromandel.

Mr Simpson said the Prime Minister was 
briefed by council of the storm damage and 
“multiple ongoing issues” with slips, road-
ing, water and sewerage issues.
MAYORAL RELIEF FUND 
Mayor Peter Revell said visiting the affected 
sites around the peninsula was a “sobering 
experience” that prompted him to establish 
a Mayoral Disaster Relief Fund.

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson, left, with 
Prime Minister Christopher Luxon and Thames-
Coromandel district Mayor Peter Revell.  

The large slip at Kūaotunu 
over State Highway 25, which 

is still closed nearly a week 
after the storm.

Photo: TONY NEWTON  

“Seeing the impacts… it made me aware 
that we need to do something to try and con-
tribute to helping people get back on their 
feet,” he said. CONTINUED ON P3
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Sale
NewYear

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
07 214 7208 | paeroa@flooringdesign.co.nz

Carpet from $80.00 LM
Sheet Vinyl short ends from $15.00 LM

Laminate | Vinyl Plank | Timber
from $50 SQM

Carpet Tiles from $30 SQM
Garage Carpet from $39 LM

Roller Blinds - filter/blockout | Vertical Blinds
Venetian Blinds

SELECTED FLOORING

FEBRU
ARY O

NLY!

WHILE
STOCK

LASTS

l
FURNITURE & BEDS R US

205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

STORE WIDESTORE WIDE
SALESALE

5 Days Only
60%60%UPTOUPTO

Jan 27th - 31st
We need to make room

for our exciting new designs

Ohinemuri River peaks higher than in Gabrielle
The fund would enable home 
owners and small businesses 
affected by the storm to apply 
for financial assistance over the 
next six weeks, he said.

Council, government and a 
local business had already con-
tributed to the fund and the 
Mayor was calling for more peo-
ple to contribute. 
WORSE THAN ‘23
Flood levels on the Ohinemuri 
River in Paeroa exceeded those 
recorded during Cyclone Gabri-
elle, with the river peaking at 
17.9 metres during the severe 
weather event last week.

According to Waikato Region-
al Council, field staff monitoring 
the river on January 21 closed 
Paeroa’s flood gates at the Cri-
terion Bridge before 10pm. It 
reported that during Cyclone 
Gabrielle, which thrashed the 
region in 2023, damaging Kopu-
Hikuai Rd, the Ohinemuri River 
at Karangahake reached 17.6m. 

While last week’s peak was 
only 0.3m higher, the difference 
in water flow was significant, 
council said, with the river car-
rying about 870 cubic metres 
per second compared with 731 
cumecs during Gabrielle.

Also in Paeroa, the Maritime 
Park was badly flooded, with 
its lower buildings mostly sub-
merged. 

After a call for help, locals ral-
lied to help clean up the flood-
damaged park on Saturday. 

“The heroes of the day, giving 
up their Saturday and remind-
ing us that little towns have big 
hearts and a lot of them,” the 
Park posted on Facebook. 

CONTINUED FROM P2

“Kudos to everyone that turned 
a state of emergency into a state 
of community spirit.”

Over in Pauanui, Hauraki Gulf 
Weather reported Sheppard Ave 
saw 778mm of rain fall within 48 
hours, from 6am on January 20, 
to 6am January 22.

Flooding also affected criti-
cal infrastructure across both 
districts, with wastewater pump 
stations inundated and over-
flowing in multiple locations. 

Residents were warned to treat 
all surface water as contami-

nated and to stay out of flooded 
areas. 

Water supplies were also at 
risk, and a water tanker was 
made available at Puriri to sup-
port the Thames Valley area.
SLIP WARNING
On January 22, council alerted 
residents to a partial landslip in 
Whitianga above the Taputap-
uatea Stream, about 200m from 
Alf Simpson Dr. Council said the 
landslip was unlikely to fall di-
rectly on to properties, and there 
was no immediate threat to life. 

However, residents needed 
“to be aware of a potential risk 
of flooding, should the landslip 
subside any further and block 
the stream”.

The heavy rain also prompted 
the Department of Conservation 
to close tracks to Mautohe Ca-
thedral Cove until further notice 
due to intense rainfall causing 
damage and slumping on the 
popular track.

DOC campgrounds around the 
Coromandel Peninsula also re-
main closed for repairs.

Large slips near Whangamatā, above, and a flooded Maritime Park in Paeroa. 

The Ohinemuri River went over the bridge, flooding the Gorge tunnel. THE AVIATOR

The Paeroa floodgates.        Photo: WRC
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eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Paeroa
1-7 Double Oaks Drive

eves.co.nz/ewa21110

Secure Gated Living
This is your opportunity to spread out and create the
lifestyle you’ve always envisioned. We have 7 sections
on offer here at Double Oaks Drive. Ranging between
810sqm and 1998sqm (approx.). Call Brooke Edwards to
view.

Asking Price $290,000
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
8631B State Highway 2, Waikino 3 1 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21127

A Treehouse Dream Above It All
Set above this unique home offers elevated living with
river views, cosy interiors, and two living areas.
Renovated kitchen and bathroom. Surrounded by
approx. 2023 sqm (approx.) of private gardens, with a
garage and workshop, it’s a truly special retreat.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Wed 11 Feb (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
31C Walker Street 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21078

Easy Living, Smart Location
This low-maintenance two-bedroom home delivers
comfortable, practical living with an open-plan layout.
Spacious full bathroom, plenty of storage plus internal
access single garage. Call Lester Mullan today.

Asking Price $649,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
6A Karamu Place 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21092

Modern Two-Bedroom Plus Office on
Large Section
Set on a generous 1,277sqm section (more or less), this
tidy near-new home offers comfort, and an elevated
outlook in a highly sought-after subdivision. Call Brooke
Edwards for more info.

Asking Price $745,000
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
10 Richmal Street

eves.co.nz/ewa18421

Where Lifestyle Meets Value
A sun-soaked opportunity to create your dream
property. Just minutes from town, this 1,722 sqm
(approx.) The fenced section features an orchard with a
variety of fruit trees. No covenants, giving you the
freedom to design, without limits.

Asking Price $421,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
3 Adams Street 5 2 2

eves.co.nz/ewa21169

Two Dwellings One Title Smart Buying
A rare opportunity ideal for investors or families. The
front home is modern with two bedrooms, open-plan
living, and a fenced courtyard, while the rear has three
bedrooms and a sunny entertaining deck. Both offer off-
street parking. Call Dynasty for more information.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
45A Martin Road 3 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21104

Easy Care, Easy Decision
Well positioned close to Waihi township, this three-
bedroom, two-bathroom home offers practical living
with two separate living areas, and a recent renvation.
An internal-access garage and an easy-care 679sqm
(more or less) section.

Asking Price $675,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi Beach
13B Citrus Avenue 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa21170

Coastal Convenience Easy-Care Living
Positioned in the heart of Waihi Beach, this low-
maintenance home offers the ultimate coastal lifestyle
with convenience to match. Tucked away behind the
village shops, you’ll enjoy easy access to cafés,
amenities and the beach.

Auction Thurs 19 Feb, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement.

superBED
WAITANGI DAY

65
UP TO

Free local delivery applies on purchases of $999 and above, within a 15km radius.*

QUEEN MATTRESS AND BASE

LOMAX POCKET
PILLOWTOP QUEEN MATTRESS AND BASE

EASE MEDIUM
QUEEN MATTRESS AND BASE

IMPERIAL GEL

BIG SAVINGS!

$899NOW
ONLY

$5098ORIGINAL
PRICE

$2549NOW
ONLY

$6598ORIGINAL
PRICE

$3299NOW
ONLY

DESIGN INDENMARKGUARANTEE

MATTRESS PROTECTOR2X ECO BED
HEALTH PILLOWS

2X SLEEPSAFE
PILLOW PROTECTORS

SLEEP ESSENTIALS BUNDLE
WITH BED PURCHASES $1000+

FREE

Doors stay open despite flooding
When heavy rain, high tides and flood-

ing cut off access to parts of the Coro-
mandel, Four Square Buffalo Beach own-
er-operator Mike Neilson was determined 
to keep his store open for the community. 

Mike lives with his family around 20 
minutes away in Matarangi. On the morn-
ing of last week’s storm on January 21, he 
was at home when his team messaged to 
say conditions were worsening. 

“I jumped in my Hyundai iMax van 
and tried to get through, but the road by 
Simpsons Beach was impassable because 
of the tide. I was within spitting distance of 
Whitianga but had to turn around and go 
home,” he said. 

With low tide at around 3.30pm, he 
tried again. He packed a bag and made it 
through to Whitianga. 

Once at the store, he sent the team home 
and stayed on alone as the weather dete-
riorated. 

With tourists in town and uncertainty 
about road access and power, customers 
continued coming in until early evening, 
many buying extra water and groceries in 
case conditions worsened overnight. 

By 8pm, as the rain continued to pour, 
Mike closed the store and turned his at-
tention to flood protection. He picked 
up sandbags from town and placed them 
around loading areas and the front en-
trance before beginning to restock what he 
could. 

“The back of house was already knee-
deep in water, so access to some stock was 
limited.  At high tide just after 10pm, water 
was right up to the front of the store, and 
the back areas were flooded. My office is 
completely under water,” he said. 

Concerned about keeping the store trad-
ing for locals and visitors the next morn-

Mike Neilson, right, with duty manager Amber Brown and son Todd Neilson.           Photos: SUPPLIED

ing and with no way of getting home, Mike 
stayed overnight, tidying, completing 
admin tasks and preparing the store for 
opening at 5.30am to allow the building to 
dry out. 

Road closures meant he was unable to 
get home, so instead went to a friend’s 
house for a shower and an hour of sleep 
before heading back to the store to con-
tinue the clean-up and begin the insurance 
process. 

He credited his team for acting quickly 
earlier in the day to protect stock by lifting 
it off the ground, and acknowledged sup-

port from nearby stores. As the recovery 
continues, Mike said being present when 
things got tough was part of the responsi-
bility of being a local store owner. 

“You’re part of a community, whether 
it’s regular locals or visitors who don’t 
know the area. As an owner-operator, you 
don’t just own the business, you’re respon-
sible for how it shows up for people when 
they need it,” he said. 

Despite being flooded, he said the Coro-
mandel was a special place to live and work 
and a few days of bad weather each year 
was “completely worth it”.

Mercury Bay Marlins rugby team members 
and volunteers help fill sandbags. 

In photos: Flooding across 
Hauraki-Coromandel

Gilmour Reserve in Waihī is closed until fur-
ther notice due to flood damage. 

Clearing a slip at Anzac Bay, near Waihī Beach.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2016 Holden Captiva LTZ
Turbo Diesel, 4WD,

Top Spec & Condition

TOP BUY
$11,990

2014 Toyota Fielder
Hybrid, Auto, Economy Plus

$9,990

2011 Toyota RAV-4
Auto, 2.4 Ltr, NZ New,

Top Condition

$12,990

2010 Toyota SIA
Auto, Hybrid, Tow Bar, Alloys

JUST
$8,990

2017 Holden Commodore SV6
Auto, Fully Optioned on 20’s

$15,990

2010 BMW 3.0i
Auto Turbo, Performance Coupe

JUST
$11,990

2015 Suzuki Swift
Auto, Alloys, Excellent Condition

VALUE
$10,990

WANTED
Good Quality Cars &

Commercials
ALL Makes & Models
On The Spot Price

& Purchase

Whaia atu ki ngā taonga o rangitūhāhā
AIM HIGH, REACH FOR THE SKY

Tirohia School Celebrates Strong ERO Progress and the Power of Small-School Learning

Tirohia School is celebrating a glowing progress update from the Education Review Office
(ERO), following their Term 3 2025 visit. The review acknowledges the significant and sustained
improvement happening across the school, highlighting strong teaching, increasing student
achievement, and a learning environment where every child is genuinely known, valued and
supported.

ERO verified that Tirohia School has made clear progress in addressing all improvement priori-
ties set out in its previous report. A structured and evidence-based approach to teaching —
particularly in writing and mathematics — has accelerated learning for many students. The ma-
jority of learners are now achieving at or above expected curriculum levels in reading and
mathematics, with writing achievement also steadily strengthening.

As a small rural school, Tirohia School offers what many families are now seeking: small class
sizes, personalised learning, and teachers who truly know their students. ERO noted the strong,
respectful relationships between teachers and learners, with programmes designed around
stu-dents’ strengths, needs and interests. This individualised approach is a hallmark of small-
school education and a point of pride for the Tirohia community.

Presiding Member Alison Imrie says the review affirms the commitment of staff and the value
of a close-knit school environment.
"Our size is our superpower. Every child is seen, every child is supported, and every child mat-
ters here."

The report also acknowledges the school’s well-embedded MANA values, consistent assess-
ment practices, targeted supports for learners needing extra help, and improved systems for
monitoring progress and attendance. ERO highlighted the school’s dedication to ensuring stu-
dents understand their learning goals and feel confident as active participants in their progress.

Tirohia School continues to strengthen attendance strategies and deepen partnerships with
whānau to support engagement and wellbeing. With support from Ministry of Education spe-
cialists and wellbeing providers such as the Awhi Mai programme, the school is ensuring that
students receive wrap-around support when needed.

As one of the small gems of Hauraki, Tirohia School offers high-quality teaching in a nurturing,
family-focused environment — a place where children thrive both academically and socially.
With small class sizes, strong values, dedicated teachers and a highly personalised approach,
the school welcomes enquiries from families who want a place for their children to learn and
grow.

AIM HIGH, REACH FOR THE SKY!
6332 SH26 RD3 Paeroa

07 8627086

China, a beautiful nearly two-year-
old dog, pictured sitting proudly 

with two dedicated Thames SPCA vol-
unteers, is once again looking for her 
forever home. 

China was originally adopted from 
Thames SPCA as a puppy, where she 
began her life surrounded by care, 
compassion, and hope.

Sadly, through no fault of her own, 
China has been returned to the shelter 
due to a change in her family’s cir-
cumstances that meant they could no 
longer care for her. 

While this transition has been con-
fusing for her, China’s loving nature 
continues to shine through.

Known for her affectionate personal-
ity, China adores cuddles and thrives 
on human companionship. 

She also loves playing with other 
dogs and would suit a home where she 
can enjoy regular social time, whether 
with canine friends or an active family.

The team at Thames SPCA is com-
mitted to finding China a safe, loving 
home where she can once again feel 
secure and cherished. 

Her story is a reminder that some-
times life changes unexpectedly - but 
with community support, dogs like 
China can be given the second chance 
they truly deserve.

- Supplied by Thames SPCA

Pet ProfilePet Profile
Second chances for China 
at Thames SPCA

China is affec-
tionate, adores 

cuddles, and 
thrives on human 

companionship.
Photo: SUPPLIED
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Thomas Cook

Mason Duffle Bag.

Ideal for overnight

stays, work or

serious travel.

Available in

Khaki and Navy.

Great value at

$155.95

SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....

Police take illegal ‘wash house’ home brew

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Home brewing was known as 
a ‘Waihī industry’ as it was 

common knowledge that the 
brewing of beer had been exten-
sively carried on there for years, 
and it was equally well known 
that much of it had been and still 
was being sold.

The police found it difficult 
to bring the offenders to book, 
and more than once their efforts 
failed. 

Now, however, the premises 
of seven residents suspected of 
selling homebrew were raided, 
the haul totalling 700 bottles 
and hundreds of gallons in the 
process of being made.  

The beer was termed ‘wash-
house’ beer because it was gen-
erally made in the housewife’s 
copper. The bottled liquor was 
taken to the police station, where 
there was later quite an alarming 
of popping of corks.

Meanwhile, dancers thrash-
ing themselves to death were 
blamed for small attendances 
at dance halls on the Hauraki 
Plains, especially at Kaihere.

Amusements there were so 

The washhouse copper was used for home brewing of beer.                                  Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

scarce that the young folk, in 
their hunt for recreation after 
their everyday drudgery, held too 
many dances until they got sick 
of them.   

At one anticipated dance the 
custodian of the hall lit the lamps 
and went home. Not long after-
wards the two musicians arrived, 
but as no one else turned up they 
scarpered as well. If young peo-
ple were to be kept in the coun-
try districts they would have to 
be provided with more amuse-
ments. 

At Waitakaruru, Mr Cameron, 
Plains County Inspector, and his 
wife had a very fortunate escape 
after a motorcar accident.  

Mr Cameron, when nearing 

the Maukoro Canal Bridge, had 
to pass a motor-coach that was 
standing near the side of the 
road. At about the same time 
there was a car approaching from 
the opposite direction, and Mr 
Cameron pulled to the side of the 
road to avoid a collision.  

His car slid forward on the soft 
clay and into the canal. The car 
tipped over on to its hood, but the 
occupants were not injured. 

If the tide had been in they 
might have been drowned, as 
at that point the canal was very 
deep and the current very fast.  

The need for protecting the 
road at this spot had often been 
mentioned, and Mr Cameron’s 
was not the first car that had 

gone into the canal there.  
The car was dragged out and, 

except for the windscreen and 
hood, appeared little the worse 
for its dive into the mud.

Over at Paeroa, a new Sentinel 
steam rail-coach arrived allowing 
the Auckland Star to be delivered 
throughout the district before 
breakfast. The car also brought 
six passengers for Paeroa. 

The new service promised to be 
a boon for the district. The Mayor 
of Paeroa, Mr Marshall, congrat-
ulated the Brett Publishing Com-
pany on its enterprise. 

The service was greatly appre-
ciated as it would allow residents 
to read the Star at breakfast eve-
ry morning.

1926

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz by Chris Parminter
1. True or false: The inventor of the 
Dewey Decimal System, Melville 
Dewey, changed his name to Melvil 
Dui to make his name more efficient?
2. The element Neodymium (Symbol 
Nd) is used to make very strong a) bul-
let casings, b) chains, or c) magnets?
3. The musical instrument known as 
a glass harmonica, which had music 
composed for it by Mozart and was 
also used by Beethoven, was invent-
ed in 1761 by which US founding fa-
ther? a) Alexander Hamilton, b) Ben-
jamin Franklin or c) Charles Pinckney?
4. Pertaining to the annual growth 
rings on a tree trunk, when are the 
darker rings formed - winter or sum-
mer?
5. True or false: In New Zealand, the 
Victoria Cross medal can only be 
awarded after the recipient has died?
6. The South Island makes up what 
percentage of New Zealand’s total 
land area? a) 52.2 per cent, b) 56.2 
per cent, or c) 58.2 per cent?
7. The US classified air base known as 
Area 51 is in which US State? a) Cali-
fornia, b) Nevada, or c) New Mexico?
8. Badan Intelijen Negara or BIN is the 
state intelligence agency for which 
country? a) Iceland, b) Indonesia, or 
c) Iran?
9. What year did the email pro-
gramme known as Gmail launch? a) 
2004, b) 2008, or c) 2012?
10. What is the name of the toy pic-
tured below, originally released in 
1998?

ANSWERS: 1. True; 2. c) Magnets; 3. b) 
Benjamin Franklin; 4. Winter; 5. False; 6. 
b) 56.2 per cent; 7. b) Nevada; 8. b) Indo-
nesia; 9. a) 2004; 10. Furby.
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Need metal or aggregate?

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

WE SUPPLY

CRUSHER DUST

AND CLAY

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ | 0800 10 87 27

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Historically, animal welfare as-
sessments in dairy farming have 
relied on animal-based indicators 
like body condition score and coat 
condition. However, “animal-
based indicators are subjective, 
require trained assessors, and only 
provide a snapshot of an animal’s 
experience at a given moment”.

Additionally, many of other in-
dicators have been developed for 
use on housed cows, making them 
less applicable to the unique needs 
of New Zealand’s pasture-based 
grazing dairy cows.

Dr Hendriks and her research 
team identified animal-based wel-
fare indicators specifically suited 

for New Zealand’s pasture-based 
dairy systems, and then catego-
rised these based on feasibility, 
validity, and potential for wider 
uptake. “We found that technol-
ogy can play a significant role in 
improving the scalability and real-
time monitoring of animal wel-
fare,” she said.

The team found most practi-
cally feasible indicators related to 
health and nutrition while fewer 
options were available for assess-
ing the physical environment and 
behavioural interactions - both 
human and animal interactions 
and cows’ social behaviours.

The team identified seven in-

dicators related to the physical 
environment and five focused on 
behavioural interactions, which 
can now be measured using com-
mercially available technologies.

Interpreting animal welfare 
based on individual behaviours, 
however, is complex.

“Lying behaviour, for example, 
can vary significantly. Both in-
creases and decreases in lying time 
have been observed in cows expe-
riencing clinical health issues or 
lying deprivation. This highlights 
that the relationship between be-
haviour and animal welfare is not 
always linear and is influenced by 
many factors,” she said.

Animal welfare tech research wins award
Animal welfare is of paramount 

importance to New Zealand’s 
dairy industry, with consumers in-
creasingly interested in how food 
is produced, not just the quality of 
the final product, DairyNZ says.

International customers placed 
greater emphasis on sourcing 
products from sustainable and ef-
ficient farms, with animal welfare 
now recognised as a key pillar of 
sustainability, and understanding 
how cows interacted with their en-
vironment is pivotal, and increas-
ingly, technology is helping with 
this, the organisation said.

DairyNZ scientist Dr Stacey 
Hendriks studied the behavioural 
and environmental needs of graz-
ing dairy cows and reviewed tech-
nology-enabled indicators that 
applied particularly to New Zea-
land’s pasture-based dairy cows. 

Her research won her the pres-
tigious TR Ellett Agricultural Re-
search Trust Emerging Scientist 
Award at the 2025 International 
Precision Dairy Farming Confer-
ence held in Christchurch last 
month. Hosted by DairyNZ, it was 
the first time the event had been 
held in the Southern Hemisphere. 
It was attended by almost 400 
farmers, researchers, advisors, 
and technology developers from 
22 countries.

Dr Hendriks showcased the po-
tential use of technology in moni-
toring animal welfare for grazing 
dairy cows, emphasising a shift 
from traditional, subjective meas-
ures to more objective, data-driv-
en approaches.

As a result, future research aims 
to explore more comprehensive 
approaches, such as combining 
multiple behaviours and other 
physiological and environmental 
data, to provide a more complete 
picture of a cow’s lived experience.

Dr Hendriks sees a promis-
ing future for the integration of 
advanced analytics like machine 
learning into building a bespoke 
tool for pasture-based welfare as-
sessment. By combining multiple 
data streams from behaviour to 
environmental conditions, re-
searchers could develop compos-
ite models that offer a more nu-
anced understanding of animal 
welfare, she said.

“We believe technology-enabled 
indicators could provide real-
time, scalable monitoring solu-
tions for pasture-based welfare 
assessment,” she said. “If technol-
ogy can also alert farmers to po-
tential welfare challenges, such as 
heat stress, it allows them to take 
proactive steps to mitigate the 
problem. This not only improves 
animal welfare but can also result 
in economic benefits, like reduced 
milk production losses.” 

By focusing on providing farm-
ers with timely and relevant infor-
mation, Dr Hendriks believes that 
technology can complement tradi-
tional stockmanship, empowering 
farmers to make informed deci-
sions that improve both animal 
welfare and farm performance, 
while demonstrating the high 
standards of animal care on New 
Zealand dairy farms.

On the LandOn the Land
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YAMAHA F100, 2009,
25”, very tidy, low hours
MERCURY 90, 2016,

25”, low hours
Phone or come inPPhhoonnee oorr ccoommee iinn

to enquire.ttoo eennqquuiirree..

2ND HAND2ND HAND
OUTBOARDOUTBOARD
MOTORSMOTORS

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

$9,995 $3,995ARRIVING SOON
Yamaha F115 4 Stroke Outboard
25” Shaft with Remotes, 1 Owner

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

KUBOTA DIESEL
TRAARACTOR BX2380
& BX2680

25L 3 cylinder diesel
4 WD 310kg lift capacity

Great for
cleaning out calf sheds
Plenty of attachments

available

Come and see us for a deal Kubota Finance
from 1.4% for 36 mths (t & c’s apply)

Emergency services and councils are 
working tirelessly to address ongo-

ing issues and assess the damage within 
rural communities after last week’s dam-
aging storm, the Waikato Rural Support 
Trust says.

Thames-Coromandel and Hauraki 
district councils declared a State of 
Emergency last week after Metservice 
issued a rare Red weather warning dur-
ing a weather event that produced severe 
rain and flooding with potential to cause 
harm to people and property.

“Please take extra care, many roads 
remain closed, power is still out in some 
areas and conditions are slippery and 
unsafe in places,” the trust said in a Fa-
cebook post. “While the worst may have 
passed, there is still work ahead. Stay 
safe, look out for one another and travel 
only if necessary.”

Wild weather could affect rural com-
munities in more ways than people often 
realised, the trust said. “From day-to-day 
farm management challenges and logis-
tical headaches, to physical damage and 
long-term impacts. “It can also take a real 
toll on our wellbeing.”

The Waikato Rural Adverse Events 
Group, made up of rural industry and 
emergency response partners, connected 
last week to assess the extent of the dam-
age and identify any support needed for 
farmers and growers in the region.

“Whilst the red weather warning has 

been lifted, there is going to be significant 
damage and clean up needed. Please pro-
ceed with caution and stay safe.

“If you have information that may be 
helpful, would like someone to talk to, or 
need help connecting with technical ad-
vice or support, please reach out. 

“You’re not on your own.”
The trust recommended affected farm-

ers review resources and guides from 
Beef + Lamb New Zealand, Neighbour-
hood Support New Zealand, DairyNZ 
and local district council websites and 
Facebook pages. 

The trust said farmers should assess 
damage safely once flood waters recede. 

Some tips included: avoiding using 
contaminated water for stock or irriga-
tion; documenting all damage with pho-
tos or videos and notes before starting 
the clean up; contacting your insurer 
to check what’s covered and next steps; 
keeping all receipts for cleanup, repairs 
and temporary housing; using protective 
gear during clean up to avoid exposure to 
contaminants; and disposing of spoiled 
feed or produce safely.

“It’s normal to feel tired, worried, or 
overwhelmed as you work through the 
clean up and recovery. You don’t have to 
face it alone, support is available.”
DETAILS: For further info and support, con-
tact Waikato Rural Support Trust, Ph 0800 
787 254; or visit www.rural-support.org.nz; 
beeflambnz.com; www.neighbourhoodsup-
port.co.nz; or www.dairynz.co.nz. 

After the storm, the 
recovery continues

On the LandOn the Land

By TERESA MAXWELL
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Features:
• 16” Alloy Wheels with spacesaver spare

• 1.0L Turbo Petrol

• 7DCT Transmission

• Power & Torque: 74 kW / 172 Nm

• Forward Collision Avoidance Assist

• Lane Keep and Lane Follow Assist

• Multi-collision Brake (MCB)

• Front & Rear Parking Sensors

• Rear View Monitor with Dynamic
Guidelines

• Halogen Bi-Function Projection
Headlights

• Cloth Interior Seat Trim

• 4.2” Colour LCD Multifunction Instrument
Cluster

• 8” Colour Touchscreen Infotainment
System

• 6 Speaker Sound System

• Apple CarPlayTM & Android AutoTM

• Interior Ambient Mood Lighting

• Manual Air Conditioning

$ 27,990
MRP

Incl. GST +ORC*

Overseas Model Shown.

Kia Stonic
LX 1.0T 2WD

Please note: Model Year 2026 Stonic LX will undergo all necessary inspections when available. Until inspections are complete, all
information, specifications and illustrations are based on data available at the time of publication and subject to change without notice.
*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first).
All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

Quality Redefined

Factory
Warranty

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Special pre-order price
Valid till 31/1/2026

HURRY, LAST FEW
DAYS LEFT!
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Mon/Tues open from 4pm
Wed-Sun open from 11am

HOME OF THE TAPU PIES
772 Thames Coast Road, Tapu

Phone: 078684806
Mobile: 0277410391

Email: office@royyaloakhotel.co.nz

Dog
friendly
garden
bar

Bar,
Restaurant,

Bait &
Wholesale

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

Gunners View Restaurant
Open 7 days

Lunch served 11:30am - 2pm daily
Dinner served from 5:30pm daily

Bar Snacks available all day

Hot Carvery with two meats, hot veges & salad bar
Available from 5:30pm Tues to Sun

Open 11am Daily
Bar | Indoor & Outdoor Bowls | 8 Ball | Snooker | Darts | Gaming | TAB | Live Entertainment

07 863 5688 office@wbrsa.co.nz99 Beach Road, Waihi Beach

The Club with one of the BEST views in the land!

www.wbrsa.co.nz

20 MARCH - 19 APRIL

2026
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LEARNMORE AND BOOK AT

ECHOWALKFEST.ORG.NZ

OVER

44
GUIDED WALKS
FROM COROMANDEL

TO TE PUKE

FoodiesFoodies ADVERTISING FEATURE

BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.

Gifts.
Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
Closed Mondays

Foodies: a place for culinary connoisseurs
Food has a quiet way of bringing people together. 

It’s more than just nourishment – it’s a shared 
experience that connects people.

This is what The Valley Profile’s monthly Foodies 
feature is all about: a dedication to all things culinary 
in our community. 

Whether you’re on the hunt for the latest food 
trends, hidden gems, or local favourites, Foodies 
keeps our readership in the loop about the best din-
ing experiences in the area.

Each month, a different Foodies advertiser has the 
opportunity to showcase who they are and what spe-
cialities make their establishment stand out.

But for many restaurants, cafes, pubs, food trucks 
and eateries there’s more than just food on the menu.

Activities such as quiz nights, pool, karaoke, live 
music, community gatherings and more are key fac-
tors that draw people back again and again. Some 
food places also offer their venue for hire, catering 
for functions, cooking workshops, and even portable 
food or coffee carts for events.

With the summer season still in full swing - it’s the 
perfect time for food businesses to stay front and cen-
tre with a spot on the Foodies page.

Get your culinary creations noticed by more food 
lovers through the Foodies page where locals go to 
find their next favourite spot.
DETAILS: To find out more and to join the Foodies page, 
call Davidda on 022 174 3988 or email: Davidda@valley-
profile.co.nz

Walking the landscape: 
ECHO set to kick off
From sweeping coastlines to lush native 

bush, the landscape stretching from the 
Coromandel Peninsula to Te Puke offers 
some of the most diverse and rewarding 
walking experiences in Aotearoa. 

This rich terrain - shaped by wind, sea 
and history - forms the backdrop to the 
ECHO Walking Festival, a celebration of 
walking, connection and storytelling led by 
knowledgeable local guides.

Running from March 20 to April 19, the 
ECHO Walking Festival invites walkers 
of all ages and abilities to explore this re-
markable region. 

With a programme of 44 guided walks, 
the festival ranges from short, gentle out-
ings to full-day and overnight adventures, 
offering something for everyone.

ECHO Chair Vicki Lambert said the fes-
tival played an important role in connect-
ing people to place.

“The ECHO Walking Festival is a won-
derful way for locals to deepen their under-
standing of the landscapes they call home, 
while welcoming visitors to explore and 
learn about our region. Through walking 
and shared stories, people gain an appre-
ciation of what makes this area so special.”

Families and curious explorers are 
equally well catered for, with a dedicated 
ECHO Explorer kids programme designed 
to inspire tamariki through fun, hands-on 
outdoor experiences that encourage learn-
ing, curiosity and connection with nature.

History enthusiasts can explore the 
Maratoto Wires Track, following remnants 
of New Zealand’s early telephone network 
through the Maratoto Valley, or step back 
into the gold-mining era on the Horse 
Whim and Komata Reefs Mine walk at 
Golden Cross. Meanwhile, the Otawhiwhi 
Cultural Walk at Bowentown offers a gen-
tle, guided experience rich in Māori history 

and storytelling.
A defining feature of the ECHO Walk-

ing Festival is its local guides, whose deep 
knowledge of ecology, history and conser-
vation brings each walk to life. 

Some walks also access private land, 
opened exclusively for the festival, offer-
ing truly unique experiences. Most walks 
are koha-based, making it easy for families 
and visitors to take part.

“Whether you’re discovering a new track, 
seeing a familiar place through fresh eyes, 
or enjoying time outdoors with purpose, 
the ECHO Walking Festival offers an 
unforgettable way to experience the land - 
one step at a time.”
DETAILS: For more information and to book a 
spot, head to: echowalkfest.org.nz.
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DOWNLOAD THE APP
CFM.CO.NZ/APP

TUNE IN TO
AFTERNOONS

WITH ROB

EAST
COAST

WEST
COAST

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

The Choral (113 mins) M. Starring Ralph Fiennes. 1916. With war on the Western Front, a Yorkshire
choral society has lost most of its men to the army. The choral’s committee decides to recruit young males
and a new chorus master to swell its ranks (despite their suspicions that the chorus master has something
to hide). As conscription papers start to arrive, the community decides to make music together.
Nuremberg (148 mins) M. The Allies, led by an unyielding chief prosecutor, have the task of ensuring
the Nazi regime answers for the unveiled horrors of the Holocaust while a US Army psychiatrist is
locked in a dramatic psychological duel with former Reichsmarschall Herman Göring (Russell Crowe).
Marty Supreme (149 mins) R13. Starring Timothée Chalamet (Golden Globe Award Male Actor Winner).
Marty Mauser, a young man with a dream no one respects, goes to hell and back in pursuit of greatness.
Anchor Me: The Don McGlashan Story (88 mins) E. Captivating documentary celebrating the
extraordinary journey of Don’s career. an uplifting tribute to a truly original talent.
Not Only Fred Dagg (103 mins) M. A comedian for 40+ years. John Clarke (aka Fred Dagg) traces his
steadfast resistance to authority, his early career in NZ, and his four decades in the entertainment industry.
Hamnet (126 mins) M. From Academy Award® winning writer/director Chloé Zhao, HAMNET tells the
powerful love story that inspired the creation of Shakespeare’s timeless masterpiece, Hamlet. Award winner.
Song Sung Blue (132 mins) M. Based on a true story, two down-on-their-luck musicians (Hugh Jackman
and Kate Hudson) form a joyous Neil Diamond tribute band, proving it’s never too late to follow your dreams.
Coming next week: Mārama a Māori Gothic revenge horror set in Victorian England, 1859. Wuthering
Heights - a passionate and tumultuous love story set against the backdrop of the Yorkshire moors (2026 film).

Movies from Thursday 29 January to Wednesday 4 February
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

New Year brings more 
changes to local media 
landscape
Since The Valley Profile launched near-

ly six years ago, there have been some 
huge challenges to overcome in the media 
industry, both locally and nationally. 

In that time, we’ve seen community 
newspapers in this region sold, closed 
down, merged with neighbouring titles, or 
making changes to their distribution area.

This is all mainly due to huge increases 
in print costs, the Covid-19 pandemic im-
pacting businesses resulting in a drop in 
advertising revenue, newsprint supply is-
sues, and national media companies pull-
ing out of the regions. Thankfully, advertis-
ers and readers have continued to support 
The Valley Profile by sharing their stories 
and continuing to advertise, which is what 
funds our weekly local news.

Sadly, the New Year has brought more 
changes in our media landscape.

On January 12, Hauraki-Coromandel 
Post announced it’s going fully digital, end-
ing its printed edition and focusing entirely 
on its website.

This means The Valley Profile now cov-
ers the largest distribution area and prints 
the most copies each week in the Hauraki-
Coromandel region. 

However, also in January, The Profile’s 
Public Interest Journalism funding expired 
and NZ On Air will not be continuing its na-
tional funding programme for community 
journalism. 

So now more than ever, we rely on our 
advertising revenue to cover the costs of 
supplying local community news as it’s our 
only source of funding to meet rising costs 
of printing, delivering and covering stories 
important to our region. 

Despite the ongoing changes and chal-

lenges in our local media landscape, The 
Profile continues to publish every week. 

Our small team continues to work hard to 
bring you your local paper and as a result, 
we continue to be strong, connecting local 
communities in each issue with award-
winning journalism, advertorials and local 
advertising.

The Profile is locally owned and operated, 
employing three full-time staff, two part-
time journalists, two part-time contractors 
and around 40 paper delivery people. 

We currently print 16,000 copies, de-
livered each Tuesday to every letterbox in 
the Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, Thames 
and Thames Coast, with bulk distribution 
to Whangamatā, Tairua, Pauanui, Whitian-
ga and Coromandel town.

We also post our stories and digital edi-
tions on our website at www.valleyprofile.
co.nz and our news app, The Coromandel 
App, which can be downloaded to smart-
phones from the App Store for Apple iP-
hones, or Google Play for android.

Though The Valley Profile has a strong 
online presence, our printed newspaper is 
our priority and main focus as we believe 
print to be the most effective means of de-
livering local news and advertising to our 
communities. So expect your Profile to be 
delivered in print for a long time to come. 

I’d like to thank all those advertisers and 
readers who continue to support us through 
the ups and downs - we are dedicated to  
representing and informing our communi-
ties and it’s you who make it possible.
DETAILS: To place an advertisement, adverto-
rial or classified, call Nikki, Ph 022 130 3885, or 
Davidda, Ph 022 174 3988.

Teresa Maxwell, owner/editor
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AEROVIEW’S
NEW YEAR CLEARANCE

SALE ON NOW
ENDS SUNDAY 8TH FEBRUARYENDS SUNDAY 8TH FEBRUARY

382 Ngati Maru Highway
Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week
8.30am to 5.00pm

ROSES
30% OFF

DECIDUOUS
TREES

30% OFF

APPLE -
PEACH -
PLUM &

NECTARINE
TREES

30% OFF

CITRUS
TREES

30% OFF

SELECTED GIFT LINES YELLOW DOT SPECIALS
40 % OFF

PLUS OTHER INSTORE SPECIALS *WHILE STOCKS LAST

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Non planting
Day

2

Full Moon

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

7

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

8

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

9

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

10

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

11

Non planting
Day

12

Non planting
Day

13

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

14

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

15

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

16

Non planting
Day

17

Non planting
Day

18

NewMoon

19

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

20

Non planting
Day

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Plant above
ground crops

24

Plant above
ground crops

25

Non planting
Day

26

Non planting
Day

27

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

28

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

February 2026FFFFeeebbbbrrruuuaaarrry 222000222666
Moon Planting CalendarMMMoooooonnn PPPlllaaannnttt iiinnnggg CCCaaallleeennndddaaarrr

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

You know 
that moment 

when you’re in 
the thick of it - 
tired, stretched, 

and wondering if it’s ever go-
ing to end?

That was me the other night.
Our little boy was vomiting 

on and off all night. Sleep was 
a rare gift. And in those mo-
ments, there’s not a lot you 
can do but wait it out and hope 
for morning. But one thing we 

Take a breath: the storm always breaks
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION did know, even in the fog of ex-
haustion - the sun would rise.

This season would pass.
As I lay there in the dark, I 

remembered a beautiful little 
story.

There was once a bird who 
hated the storm. Every time the 
clouds rolled in and thunder 
cracked, she would cry to her 
mum, “Why does God take the 
sun away?”

Her mum would gently reply, 
“One day you’ll understand”.

And then, one day, as another 
storm rolled through, her mum 
said something different. She 

said: “Fly into the storm. The 
answer’s there”.

So the little bird, nervous but 
curious, flew higher and higher 
through the rain and wind. Just 
as she was about to give up, 
she broke through the top of 
the clouds - and was hit by the 
warmth of the sun.

God never took the sun away. 
It had always been there - just 
hidden.

Maybe you’re in the mid-
dle of a storm yourself right 
now. Maybe it’s sickness, grief, 
stress, or just the slow ache of 
life not going to plan. 

You can’t see the sun. You 
can’t feel the warmth. And 
you’re tired of holding on.

But can I remind you - this 
season will pass.

And while you’re in it, here’s 
what I try to hold to: faith, 
hope, and love. 

They’re not flashy. They’re 
not quick fixes. But they’re 
the kind of anchors that hold 
strong when everything else is 
shaking.

You might not feel them right 
now, but they’re still there - like 
the sun behind the clouds.

So don’t give up. 

Take a breath. Fly a little 
higher. And here’s the practical 
bit - reach out for help. Talk to 
someone. 

Because no matter how alone 
you feel, faith, hope, and love 
show up through people too.

The sun is still shining - even 
if you can’t see it yet.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support his local youth 
work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his 
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

GardeningGardening ADVERTISING FEATURE

Prepare for the hottest month of the year
February is one of the hottest, driest 

months in the year and marks the tail 
end of summer. Your garden is likely burst-
ing with life providing it has been getting 
the necessary irrigation.

It is an essential time to keep your gar-
den thriving. This month is about keeping 
the harvest in top gear, also nipping pests 
in the bud, and controlling disease.

Keep planting late summer seedlings of 
lettuce and fresh herbs. If you are lucky 
enough to have a greenhouse you can con-
tinue planting tomatoes, eggplant, cucum-
bers and peppers. This is the time to plan 
for next season crops. 

February is a good time to plant seeds 
for autumn crops. Start with vegetables 
like carrots, beetroot, broccoli, spinach 
and lettuce. Also plant cabbage and kale 
because they will establish well as the 
weather cools.

Harvest vegetables as soon as they 
are ready to encourage successive crops 

especially tomatoes, cucumbers and 
courgettes. A good watering plan can 
be a game changer to the length of time 
your vegetable crops continue. Watering 
generously every 4 days instead of short, 
shallow watering daily is advisable during 
dry weather. Water early morning or early 
evening. 

Once crops finish remove the old plants 
and start preparing the soil for the winter 
crops which can be planted as soon as the 
weather starts to cool a little. In empty 
gardens replenish the soil and dig in blood 
and bone and sheep pellets. 

Continue to harvest mid-season pip and 
stone fruit crops, blueberries, raspberries, 
grapes and plums. Picking fruits everyday 
will encourage late fruiting. Once nectar-
ines, peaches and plums have finished 
fruiting, prune to shape and remove any 
dead or diseased branches.

Keep picking roses, dahlias, sweet pea, 
gladiolus, carnations, sunflowers just to 

name a few to keep the plants flowering. It 
is such a colourful and bountiful time in the 
garden, a pleasure to behold. Dahlias are at 
their best. Hopefully they are all still stand-
ing with all the wind we have experienced. 

They certainly put on a stunning display. 
You might like to add some general fertiliser 
to the garden just to keep plants looking 
and feeling good. The healthier the garden 
the less chance for pests. 

Bulbs will start to appear in garden 
centres during the month, these are best 
planted once the soil cools. In warmer ar-
eas place bulbs in the fridge for 4 - 6 weeks 
before planting. Bulbs can be planted from 

late February through to late autumn. Plant-
ing continuously through these months 
will ensure a continuous flowering season. 
Lovely to have that colour through the 
cooler months.

Prune summer flowering plants and tidy 
up perennials to encourage new growth. 
Give hedges a light prune only.

Summer can be very hard on the lawn if 
you are not able to water frequently. Use 
weed and feed which will provide essential 
nutrients to give the lawn a pick me up. 
Don’t be tempted to cut the lawn too short. 

Enjoy the garden
- Submitted by Ngatea Garden Circle

Bulbs start to appear in garden centres in February for planting in cooler months.  Photo: PIXABAY 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Abyss, 4 One of the family, 11 Inlet, 14 Troll, 15 Susceptible, 16 Scotland, 19 Headway, 20
Manse, 21 Investing, 24 Backwards, 26 Trivia, 27 Vigour, 31 Ennui, 32 Diatribe, 34 Permanence, 38
Derided, 39 Signal, 40 Cleans, 41 Wart, 42 Hanging, 45 Assessment, 50 Starter, 54 Loud, 55 Ripple, 56
Ranges, 57 Seaweed, 60 Deep-seated, 61 Polished, 62 Forge, 65 Clutch, 66 Strips, 67 Milkshake, 72
Corrected, 73 Circa, 74 Varnish, 79 Elevated, 80 Compromised, 81 Freed, 82 Laugh, 83 Second thoughts,
84 Sense.

DOWN: 2 Barber, 3 Salad, 5 Nous, 6 Orchard, 7 Typist, 8 Evil, 9 Atlantic, 10 Yachts, 11 Intentions, 12 Lead,
13 Toddler, 17 Tacky, 18 Retirement, 22 Basic, 23 Downcast, 25 Amusing, 26 Trellis, 28 Angela, 29 Fiancé,
30 Amends, 33 Trips, 35 Enter, 36 Fern, 37 Acne, 42 Holed, 43 Nauseous, 44 Guitar, 45 Apprentice, 46
Stew, 47 Scrapes, 48 Mangle, 49 Needs, 51 Tier, 52 Rowlock, 53 Emerge, 58 Psychopath, 59 Gecko, 63
Time-worn, 64 Wheat, 65 Conceal, 68 Itching, 69 Creeps, 70 Gigolo, 71 Assess, 75 Nerve, 76 Menu, 77
Spit, 78 Kept.

255

ACROSS
1 Matching set of
furniture (5)
4 Attack imaginary
enemies or evils (4,2,9)
14 Empty (5)
15 Imitate (5)
16 Absurd (10)
17 Spear (5)
19 Pixie (3)
20 Viewpoint (7)
21 Alternative route due
to road closure (9)
22 Begrudged (6)
25 Platform for
musicians (9)
27 Longing (6)
28 Sell door to door (6)
33 Expressed as a
recipe (10)
35 Entirely (3)
36 Warfare (6)
37 Eager (4)
39 Age (3)
41 Catching up (7)
42 Sanctuary (6)
43 Nominee (9)
44 Combine (5)
45 Maximum (8)
50 Egyptian sun god (2)
51 Lacking due
decency (8)
55 Backbone (5)
58 Flat case for
drawings (9)
59 Nuclear (6)
60 Rider’s footrest (7)
61 Slippery fish (3)
63 Deduct from wages
(4)

64 Completely lacking
(6)
65 Annoy (3)
66 Non-vowels (10)
68 Playground plank (6)
69 Threefold (6)
71 Colleague (9)
76 Contributing element
(6)
77 Bearable (9)
79 Motorcycle bag (7)
81 Imminent (3)
84 Dance club (5)
85 Not clear or sharply
defined (10)
86 Stale-smelling (5)
87 Uncanny (5)
88 Holiday postcard
message (4,3,4,4)
89 Crooked (5)
DOWN
2 Without equal or like
(6)
3 Warble (5)
5 Flower (4)
6 Instruction, coaching
(7)
7 Artificial hairpiece (6)
8 Metal shackles (5)
9 Tyrants (7)
10 Doing nothing (4)
11 Interior coating (6)
12 Lost colour (5)
13 Head cold (7)
14 Invented (7)
18 Expression of
sympathy (10)
23 Declare (5)
24 Pull a face (7)
26 Pungent gas (7)

27 Quandary (7)
29 Stray from normal
(7)
30 Empty, boastful talk
(3,3)
31 Building dividers (5)
32 Large wine bottle (6)
34 Twilight (4)
36 Transport (5)
38 Resided (5)
40 Floor covering (4)
45 Stared in
astonishment (5)
46 Head pain (7)
47 Bean curd (4)
48 Retailer (6)
49 Dismissed (5)
50 See (7)
52 Systematic (10)
53 Hibernating (7)
54 Daring manoeuvres
(6)
55 Temporary stay (7)
56 Set of accounts (5)
57 Rustproof metal (4)
62 Amalgamation (5)
67 Striped identifier on
stock (3,4)
68 Examined (7)
70 Condition in contract
(7)
72 Egocentric (7)
73 Miniaturised tree (6)
74 Mooring cable (6)
75 Shelled insect (6)
76 Passenger boat (5)
78 Bestow (5)
80 Naming words (5)
82 Night flier (4)
83 Wound mark (4)

 SUDOKU               235

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                255
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Next phase set to begin for memorial
With the Sir Keith Park 

Memorial at Thames 
Airfield now complete, at-
tention is turning toward the 
future, with further projects 
planned to preserve the legacy 
of one of the country’s most 
distinguished military leaders.

According to Sir Keith Park 
Memorial Airfield president 
Geoff Furkert, planning was 
already underway for a new 
addition to the site: a comple-
mentary memorial honouring 
New Zealand airmen recog-
nised as being among “The 
Few” - those who served dur-
ing the Battle of Britain be-
tween July 10 and October 31, 
1940. 

Supported by Chris Fraser 
of Peninsula Memorials, the 
concept design featured three 
black granite tablets arranged 
beneath the Hurricane fighter 
aircraft and behind the statue 
of Sir Keith Park, enhancing 
the overall “aura” of the me-
morial, Geoff said.

The goal is for the new tab-
lets to be unveiled during the 
Thames Battle of Britain com-
memorations in September 
this year, with research cur-
rently ongoing to finalise the 
list of names to be engraved on 
the tablets. 

Depending on the source, 
Geoff said, estimates ranged 
from 127 to 145 New Zealand 

airmen, with recent recogni-
tions including then-Air Vice 
Marshal Sir Keith Park himself, 
and Flight Lieutenant Reginald 
D’Arcy Jury. 

Alongside physical memorial 
developments, work has also 
started on two children’s books 
relating to, or featuring, Sir 
Keith Park. 

One book will be aimed at 

primary school students, and 
the other at secondary school 
students, with Michelle Mul-
holland and Sally Muir playing 
key roles in delivering the edu-
cational initiative.

And while the 2.3m bronze 
statue of Sir Keith, designed 
by Helensville artist Joanne 
Sullivan, now stands proudly 
and the memorial has been re-

alised, financial commitments 
still remained. 

Geoff said around $16,000 
was still required to meet out-
standing obligations, which 
must be settled by March 31. 

“Further funds will be re-
quired going into the future for 
maintenance, insurance, and 
security - as well as for new ini-
tiatives to keep spreading the 

word about Sir Keith’s auspi-
cious legacy; an inspiration to 
all young New Zealanders,” he 
said.
DETAILS: Thames’ annual Battle 
of Britain Commemorations are 
scheduled to kick off from 11am 
on Sunday, September 13 at the 
airfield. To donate to the ongoing 
projects, contact Geoff at geoff.
furkert@xtra.co.nz.

Early concept visualisation showing three ‘The Few’ airmen black granite memorial under the Hurricane replica.                 Image: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $3175 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3500 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5800

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

glass & glazing

electrical services

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

carpet*

Up to

off40%
selected
readymades*

Up to

off40%
custom
fabrics*

off40%

Summer
Do Up Sale
Refresh your home for less!

*Terms & conditions apply

carpet

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Scrappy Verns is the local expert for all 
things scrap metal collection in the 

Hauraki-Coromandel area.
Owner Vern Harding says, “anything 

metal, we take”.
“We’re scrap metal collectors. We can 

do farm clean ups and car pick-ups, any 
scrap metal we buy, copper, brass, batter-
ies, steel etc.” 

With an extensive list of services includ-
ing the collection, clearing, removal, and 
recycling of metals, Scrappy Verns leaves 
no leaf unturned, or in this case, metal. 

Scrap vehicles, old vehicles, tractors, 
machinery, anything metal they can take 
at “top prices”. 

Vern marked a significant milestone in 
2024, celebrating 22 years since he first 
opened the doors to his business and 
started providing services across Coro-
mandel, Thames, Ngātea, Paeroa, Waihī 
and Te Aroha.
CONTACT Vern on: 021 621 437, or pop in 
at 48 Coronation St, Paeroa. Open Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8am-5pm, Saturday 9am 
until noon.

Scrap metal master looks after regions
Vern Harding of Scrappy Verns.                                                                           File photo: KELLEY TANTAU



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperersigns

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers
Hunts Home Kills

For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Getting everyone together’: Karangahake movie nights

It’s almost time to crack out the 
snacks, drinks, a comfy chair or bean 

bag and head to the Karangahake Hall.
That’s because once a month, the Ka-

rangahake Hall committee will host a 
movie night at 6pm with a kids movie, 
and then at 8pm with a movie for the 
adults.

The first movie night kicked off last 
Friday with Babe and then O Brother, 
Where Art Thou?

Committee secretary Aura Hurrell 
told The Profile they got a projector last 
year and hosted a few movie nights.

“So I was like, okay, I’ll just keep do-
ing it until people stop coming.”

With movie nights set to run each 

month throughout 2026, people have 
the opportunity to pencil in the dates 
and plan ahead, with the next event 
kicking off on February 13.

“We’ve just got the projector and a 
screen. So I just pop that up and we’ve 
got a couple of couches there and I put 
up a few tables and chairs. But people 
bring bean bags or camp chairs and lit-
tle snacks,” Aura said.

“There’s a microwave there and an 
oven if people want to heat up micro-
wave popcorn. But people turn up with 
pizza and fish and chips and stuff.”

The Karangahake Hall Facebook page 
is the best spot for people to stay up 
to date and find out when the movie 
nights are on.

“I put the posts up there each month. 

I put the main one up and then each 
month, once I actually know what mov-
ies I’ve got to play, I’ll put one up kind 
of like the week before,” she said.

“People can just bring their koha. 
And if they don’t have it, that’s fine too, 
you know, if they can’t afford it, it’s just 
about getting people out and getting 
everyone together.

“It all just goes towards the running 
and maintenance of the hall, so every 
little bit helps,” she said.

“It’s just real casual. Just bring your 
stuff and come along, and I’ll put the 
movie on.”
DETAILS: Follow Karangahake Hall on 
Facebook and keep up to date with the 
list of movie nights. Don’t forget to take a 
koha for entry, snacks and comfy seating.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Movie nights have begun at Karangahake Hall.



TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

For Sale
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Public Notice Public Notices
CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

Storage

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Church Notice

For Lease

Land Wanted

Wanted
Situations 

Vacant

Storage

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Handyman
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Builders

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

House Cleaning

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

We are looking for 
2 mechanics 

to join our team.
A qualified car mechanic 
must have a WoF ticket

&
a motorbike mechanic. 

Some experience would 
be an advantage 

but training will be given 
to the right applicant.

If you are reliable and a 
team player 

send your CV to 
miles@hpmotors.co.nz 

or ph 027 227 1121 
for a chat.

Wanted to Lease/Rent 
land while I look for 
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text 
Richard 0279332015

Firewood for sale. 
Pine. $100 per cube. 
Ph 027 385 2806

Castle on the Coast 
Cleaning Service. All 
housework, ovens, 
laundry, ironing. 
Ph 027 437 1195

Park up spot for 
retired couple in 9 
mtr motorhome, self 
contained.  Long term, 
no pets. Will consider 
all options but prefer 
beach or rural area. 
Extra security for 
your property too. Ph 
Graham 021 366 952

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James). You want 
the truth, it’s all here. 
Come help us read 
and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

HAURAKI RSA 
MEMORIAL CLUB INC
An Extraordinary General 
Meeting will be held in the 

RSA Clubrooms
Wednesday 11th February 

2026 at 7pm
Purpose of meeting:

Approval of 
Draft Constitution.

S.Armstrong - Secretary

PART TIME POSITION
 FOR A QUALIFIED MENTAL 

HEALTH PEER SUPPORT WORKER
(18HRS per week) - Wed/Thurs/Fri

If you think you can work in a demanding but 
rewarding position that offers a huge range of 
variety – have a strong empathetic nature and 
able to motivate and encourage others while 
working in a small dynamic team. 

Please enquire.
For job description:  Email:

 manager@steppingouthauraki.org.nz 
or office@steppingouthauraki.org.nz 

Applications close by the 13th February 2026

STEPPING OUT 
HAURAKI INC

100 SEALEY STREET 
THAMES

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Council Meetings - 
February 2026
In accordance with section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, I advise the following 
meetings to be held during the month of 
February 2026 in the Council Chamber, 1 
William Street, Paeroa.
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Tuesday, 3 February 2026 - 9.00am 
(confirmed)
Council Management Committee
27 January meeting cancelled and  
rescheduled to Wednesday, 4 February 
2026, 2.00pm.
Council  
Wednesday, 11 February 2026, 9.00am.
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Tuesday, 17 February 2026, 9.00am  
(if required)
Policy, Planning and Emergency 
Management Committee (confirmed)
Wednesday, 18 February 2026, 10.00am
Audit, Risk and Finance Committee 
Tuesday, 24 February 2026, 9.00am
DA Speirs
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

Proposed Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of a Motorsport Hill Climb event 
organised by Thames Valley Car Club it is 
intended to close the following road to 
ordinary vehicular traffic for the period 
indicated hereunder. During the proposed 
period of closure provision will be made 
for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative 
routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 15 March 2026, 
9.00am to 6.00pm.
Road to be closed: Pukewera Road, Waihi 
(RP 1.030 – 4.320)
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to 
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or 
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 14 February 
2026
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Artists hope to 
‘make people smile’
February is shaping up to be a month 

of whimsy and wonder at the 
Thames Art Gallery.

That’s because there will be an exhibi-
tion of works by not one but two fea-
tured artists, who both have a flare for 
thinking outside the box.

Nicky Ball is set to make her art exhi-
bition debut with pottery pieces made 
in her shed at home in Hikuai.

“[I’ve] been potting for about two 
years. I don’t do the wheel, but I do 
everything else… [I] love hand building, 
making press molds and slip casting. 
I’ve got my own kilns and things and I 
make my mess out there,” Nicky told 
The Profile.

Slip cast is the process of pouring liq-
uid clay into a mold, while press mould-
ing is where clay is physically pressed 
into the mold.

“I’ve made my own pieces and then 
I’ve made a mold of my pieces. So I 
completely design the pieces myself, 
but I can repeat them.”

People were likely to find her work to 
be quirky, she said - the sort of art that 
people would either like or think it’s 
really ugly.

“I do a lot of faces and I’m getting into 
my totems made of all the faces that I 
create and then I tattoo the faces.

“I love garden theme work and would 
say I’m quite quirky but hopefully it 
makes people smile.”

Meanwhile, the paintings of Gary 
Nevin will also be on show at the gal-

lery. 
The creator originally from Paeroa, 

who now lives in Whenuakite where 
he built an Earth House known as Art-
ists House, told The Profile “I want my 
work [to] make people smile and feel 
good”.

From digging blue clay out of the Oh-
inemuri river in Paeroa, to becoming 
a full-time clay worker in the late 80s 
after his son was born: “I’ve been mak-
ing art for as long as I can remember”, 
he said.

“The pieces were usually whimsical 
figures and animals, with a nod to the 
classical vessels in all shapes and sizes.”

The artist said painting was always 
“his first love” after music, kumara and 
women.

“So for the last few months I’ve been 
working on a series of portraits, still life 
of the very organic and well rounded 
kumara, with a very feminine feel to 
them - which make up the bulk of the 
exhibition,” he said.

The painter said he felt like he had 
“some success” after he discovered oil 
and acrylic sticks and used them for the 
first time on his portraits.

One “point of difference” was when 
he finished off one of the portraits by 
scratching through the oil stick - it was 
a “unique look”, he said.

“Please come along to the Thames So-
ciety of Arts, Tararu and enjoy through-
out all of February, 2026.”
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 Tararu 
Rd, Thames, open daily from 10am to 
4pm.

Gary Nevin and Nicky Ball hope to bring smiles to people’s faces as the February 
featured artists at Thames Art Gallery.  BELOW: Some of their works.        Photos: SUPPLIED

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Mangatangi 410bMangatangiRoad

1.0893ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu26Feb2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View4-4.30pmSun 1 Feb&Sun8Feb
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Lifestyle landwithspace&schooling
Discover thescopeof this 1.08hectare (moreor less) lifestyleblock inMangatangiandshapea future that reflects
yourvision.Withappealingcontour, anaccessible locationandamotivatedseller, interest isexpectedtobestrong.
The land lends itself toawell-plannedhome,with roomforconsidered landscaping, a shed, swimmingpoolandopen
lawns foreveryday living.Establishedboundary treesprovidedefinitionandseparation fromthe road.Power is
availableat theboundary, simplifying thebuildprocess.TheFirthofThames lies 16kilometresaway,withPokeno just
18kilometres.Educationoptionsareclose, includingMangatangiSchoolwithinwalkingdistance.

bayleys.co.nz/2630189

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea PouaruaRoad

15.92ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Tue 17Feb2026
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.45amFri30Jan
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Qualitypeatblock,6kmfromtown
Goodqualitypasture, flat contourandpractical infrastructure inaprimespotclose toNgatea.This 15-hectare (more
or less) rectangularblock featuressought-afterpeat-over-claysoils. Improvements includeahalf-roundshed,
stockyardsand loadingrace(all “as is”). Ideal forcalf rearing, a reliable supportblock,or futuredevelopment into
blueberriesorcropping.Water is suppliedvia twocouncilmetres. Less than6kmfromNgatea,withgreat services,
schoolsandtheHaurakiRail Trail nearby,pluseasyaccess to fishingandCoromandelbeaches.ContactKarlorSamto
discuss.

bayleys.co.nz/2630180
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS
Paeroa strikes gold, bronze at Colgate Games
It certainly wasn’t a slow start 

to the year for the Paeroa Ama-
teur Athletics Club, which took 22 
athletes to compete at the North 
Island Colgate Games on January 
9-11 at Tauranga Domain.

But the young athletes didn’t 
just compete, a few of them also 
swept up medals.

Eleven-year-old Liam Rawnsley 
entered the grade 11 long jump 
event and told The Profile he set 
a goal of 4.80m before the com-
petition, but “I never expected to 
jump more than that”. 

However, his best jump was the 
first of three at 4.81m which se-
cured him a gold medal.

Liam said he was “so relieved” 
when his Dad showed him the fi-
nal results showing “I’d won.”

The young athlete also snapped 
up a bronze medal for the high 
jump event. “I couldn’t believe it 
when I cleared 1.45m in the high 
jump, I’ve never made that height 
before, so I was really surprised,” 
he said. 

“We had a really big team from 
Paeroa this year so it was heaps 
of fun hanging out with everyone 
and cheering each other on.”

The best part about athletics, ac-
cording to Liam, was setting new 
personal bests and getting fitter.

“I make heaps of friends from 
all over the place and everyone is 
really nice and encouraging.”

Meanwhile, Kahn Reddish also 
snapped up a bronze medal for his 
shotput achievement of 9.49m.

Kahn said he had worked on get-
ting a medal at the Colgate Games 
for three years so was happy all his 
training “finally paid off”.

Even though he was glad he also 
achieved fourth place in the discus 
event with a distance of 26.77m, he 
said he was disappointed his first 
throw accidentally wasn’t meas-
ured. There were a few goals the 
athlete wanted to reach in the fu-
ture. “I’d like to medal again next 

year at Colgate and reach recorded 
throws of over 30metres in discus 
and over 10 metres in shot put.”

For the first time in around 30 
years, Paeroa was able to put for-
ward a grade 14 4x100m relay 
team, club spokesperson Sarah 
Rawnsley said. The team, made up 
of James Rawnsley, Kian Rangi-
hika, Wilson Slavic and Conner 
Huitema, qualified second in their 
heat and came 7th in the final.

Club president David Rawnsley 
said the club struggled to retain 
athletes as they reached college 
age. “To have two new boys join 
the club this season meant we had 
enough for a relay team. 

“As it was the last event, on the 
final day of competition, we were 
all immensely proud to see our 
team perform and represent the 
club so well in front of a packed 
stadium.”

Grade 14 boys relay team, left, Olympic high jump gold medalist Hamish Kerr with Kahn, Jordan and Liam. RIGHT: Wilson Slavic in the 200m.

ATHLETICS
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Paeroa Amateur Athletic Club makes a mark at the 2026 North Island Colgate Games. RIGHT: The Grade 9 mixed relay team.        Photos: SUPPLIED

James Rawnsley in the relay.


