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Dawn McMillan’s writing nook
is an unassuming little shed
tucked into a corner of her garden
in Waiomu Bay.

Inside, the walls are adorned
with posters and notes from her
young readers.

The Thames Coast author’s
desk sits at one end, framed by
shelves stuffed full of more than
200 picture books, junior novels,
educational texts, poetry, plays
and early readers she has penned.

It’s this impressive stack of texts
which has earned Dawn a New
Year Honour for services to chil-
dren’s literature.

Dawn was “stunned and hon-
oured” to be appointed a Member
of the New Zealand Order of Mer-
it. “It’s not something you do [for
the accolades].

“It’s a team effort... There’s a
huge journey involving wonder-
ful people. There’s the kids, the
publishers, the illustrators, then
there’s me. I'm just very privileged
to have belonged to some very
good teams.

“And it’s been really nice to have
the support of my husband and
family and friends - all the times
[my husband’s] cooked dinner for
me while I've been typing away. In
no way is it an individual pursuit.”

Although Dawn has loved writ-
ing since she was a child, her writ-
ing career only really began when
she moved to Waiomu over 30
years ago, after spending most of
her working life as a teacher. “As
soon as I got here, I just had this
urge to write,” she said. “The first
book I had published was actually
set in Waiomu, at the beach.”

Nature and the environment
feature heavily in Dawn’s stories,
inspired by the view from her
studio window which overlooks
the pohutukawa trees sheltering
Waiomu Bay. “They sort of stand
guard. They've got an energy that
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Ilike, and I actually notice that en-
ergy when I'm writing. And some-
times I come out here and write at
night... Somebody said night time
is the best time to write because
everyone else is asleep so you've
got the ideas to yourself.”

Not all of her tales are serious,
of course. Dawn also loves writing
about people’s journeys, and sto-
ries like her I Need a New Bum se-
ries talk about life in a whimsical,
lighthearted way. “I write sensible
stories, and I write silly stories.

“The bum books are the big-
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gest selling series, of course. I
think we’re up to about number
13 on that, and it’s all really about
the young boy and his family and
problem solving. It’s not about
what bums look like, particularly.”

It’s this child’s perspective that
keeps her work relevant, Dawn
said, and she loves meeting and
spending time with children
whenever she can.

“I love writing in rhyme too, for
children, because as a teacher I
can see that the rhyme gives them
the reading clues, the patterning,

work
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Waiomu author Dawn McMillan, MNZM, treasures the feed-
back, notes, and stories she receives from children.
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and the sound repetition, and so
they can read it quite easily.

“[And] it’s really important that
an adult enjoys the book as well
as a child - I'm really happy when
an adult and a child share a book,
because I think reading to kids is
really important.”

Over the years, Dawn’s books
have been read in classrooms
throughout New Zealand and
around the world. Some have been
translated into Maori and Braille.

I Need a New Bum even went vi-
ral when it was read by the “Scot-

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

tish Granny” in an online video.

But it’s the response from chil-
dren that Dawn treasures most.

“The feedback from the kids is
really special to me, because this is
what makes my writing life.

“They send me their work, they
send me their stories. I've got a
story on a wall from a little girl
in Italy... Somebody sent me his
comic. I don’t expect them to do
it, but when you get a book full of
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directly into landfill ...
Well, it’s a no brainer ...

put things in their place.

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
that makes me see red!
make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

Get your clean green bin for your business foday.

Phone us
foday

0800 4 MY BIN (0s00 46 216)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

wnaa smeEie

i ST

environmental




02 THE VALLEY PROFILE, January 13, 2026

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this space:
only

$50 -+ cst

(TheLittleThings )

werrm AT e

o Ko keve's rhe deal:

| Gekdng plafes & ek af bowme bf |

Lt af obher peopla' f oudel and |
A Y,
",

—
5 =

mil an public
s || e =
| o A wbf whga -H"I\.I

| 1""9\_” m-"._-|'5 arpend s

Sl
# Amd deFinibely mek |

Making policy. y

BODY FOUND

The body of missing man Suy Lao was found on
the beach at Kereta near Thames Coast Rd at
around 6.10am on December 24. The 43-year-
old Auckland man was reported missing from
the Waikawau boat ramp on December 22. His
death has been referred to the Coroner.

FATAL CRASH

One person died following a crash at the
intersection of State Highway 26 and Cadman
Rd, Tirohia, in the early hours of New Year’s Day.
Police were notified of the single-vehicle crash
around 12.40am. Despite emergency services
efforts, the driver died at the scene. Enquiries
into the circumstances of the crash are ongoing.

HAURAKI CRASH

Theintersection of State Highway 25 and Hauraki
Rd was closed on December 24 following a
two-vehicle crash. Three people were seriously
injured, and a further two sustained moderate
injuries. The crash, which involved a truck, was
reported to Police just before midday.

AGGRAVATED ROBBERY

Four people appeared in the Hamilton Youth
Court on a number of charges following an
aggravated robbery in Thames on January 2.
Two men aged 20 and 18, and two 14-year-old
boys were charged with aggravated robbery,
unlawfully using a vehicle and failing to stop
for Police. The Police received a report of
aggravated robbery at a business on Pollen St
at about 8am. The alleged offenders were seen
fleeing the scene in a vehicle before abandoning
it on a nearby street and leaving the area in a
different vehicle. Police indentified the second

vehicle used by the alleged offenders. A short
time later, Police started receiving reports of a
vehicle driving dangerously, with the description
matching the vehicle officers were looking for.
At 10:10am, the vehicle was spotted in Nawton,
Hamilton. The Police Eagle helicopter was
tasked from Auckland and assisted in locating
and tracking the vehicle of interest. Two of
the occupants were seen being dropped off at
a residential property near Waikato Hospital
before the vehicle carried on; the pair were
arrested a short time later. Another two people
remained in the vehicle, which was successfully
spiked around 11.30am on Bartholomew Dr,
before it came to a stop on Sunnyside Rd. The
alleged offenders attempted to flee in a third
vehicle but were intercepted by Police and taken
into custody. An investigation into the incident
continues and further charges are likely.

YOUTHS ARRESTED IN WHANGAMATA

On January 1, Police disrupted a crowd of
approximately 1000 youths who congregated at
Williamson Park, Whangamata, and 300 youths
near the Surf Club Resort, Pauanui. Around
10.30pm bottles were thrown at Police, with
one officer hit. They were not injured. Fireworks
were also let off within the crowd. In nearby
Pauanui, around 300 youth gathered near the
Surf Club Reserve. While Police were arresting
a person for setting off fireworks in a dangerous
manner within the crowd, a large number of
the youth were physically obstructive. Eastern
Waikato Area Commander Inspector Mike
Henwood said this type of anti-social behaviour
was unacceptable. “Not only does this behaviour
put my team at risk — it also puts other attending
youth at risk,” he said. “New Year’s Eve, heading
into New Year’s morning, was particularly
uneventful with most people celebrating the
New Year in a safe and orderly manner. “It is

disappointing that after a good night, it is then
ruined by intoxicated youth in denial that New
Years is over” Seven youths were arrested in
Whangamat3, and one in Pauanui.

LOST HIKER RESCUED

An 80-year-old man was saved by a mum and
her two teenage children after he got lost while
hiking in the Kauaeranga Valley near Thames
on December 28, Police said. The man was
only wearing shorts and a singlet and apart
from his mobile phone was carrying no other
emergency supplies. Police were alerted to the
missing man at about 10pm after he called his
son, who raised the alarm. The man had run out
of water and had collapsed on the trail around
100 metres from Crosbie’s Hut, Police said. A
helicopter was deployed but was unable to
land due to deteriorating weather. Enquiries by
Police Search and Rescue with the Department
of Conservation (DOC) discovered a tramping
party of a mother and her two teenagers was
staying at Crosbies Hut, and they were contacted
to help find the lost man. The mother and her
teens left Crosbies Hut and within a short time
found the elderly man. They formed a human
heat circle, helping the man to warm up, before
returning to the hut to wait for a rescue team.
Police and Land Search and Rescue teams were
then able to retrieve the man at first light.

BOAT OVERTURNED

Waikato Regional Councilis urging boaties to take
extra care after a boat overturned attempting
to cross the Tairua bar on December 30. The
5.5-metre boat rolled at around 6.40am after
hitting a large wave and taking on water. The
two people onboard were wearing lifejackets
and were able to swim to shore unassisted,
council said. The vessel is submerged in Shoe
Bay awaiting salvage efforts.
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The couple who kept athletics on track

By KELLEY TANTAU

fter decades of shaping athlet-

ics behind the scenes, Sylvia
and Peter Maunder were stunned
to learn they had both been
awarded the King’s Service Medal
in the 2026 New Year Honours for
services to the sport.

The Paeroa couple told The Pro-
file the news came as “a complete
surprise”.

Sylvia had just returned home
from walking the dog to find Peter
reading an email from the Hon-
ours Unit at Parliament. Assum-
ing the message related only to
him, she “urged” Peter to accept
the honour. It wasn’t until later,
Sylvia said, when she checked her
own inbox, that she discovered
she had also received an email.

The recognition acknowledges
the couple’s four decades of ser-
vice to athletics, much of it carried
out in administrative and officiat-
ing roles in the Wellington region.

The Maunders spent count-
less hours travelling to meetings,
officiating at competitions most
weekends, and working to en-
sure the sport ran smoothly at
every level. “We've both just done
what we thought was right for the
sport,” Sylvia said.

“While we loved what we were
doing, it all stemmed from a desire
to support our three children who
all achieved representative hon-
ours for New Zealand at various
meets. We knew we didn’t have
the skills to coach any of them, but
what we could do for them was to
ensure that the sport continued to
run smoothly for them in both av-
enues where we were reasonably
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Sylvia and Peter Maunder have both been awarded the King’s Service Medal.

competent.”

Both Sylvia and Peter were
drawn to athletics as students -
Peter at school in Levin, where he
competed in middle-distance run-
ning and cross country, and Sylvia
in Christchurch, where she special-
ised in sprints and the long jump.
“That led to moderate success at
intercollegiate sports events, and
what eventually led to a lifetime
love and spare-time-career in the
sport,” Sylvia said.

Sylvia’s contribution includes
athletics administration and of-
ficiating, beginning in the 1980s
and went on to serve as secretary

of the Wellington Track and Field
Committee for 10 years, followed
by three years as chairperson. She
also served as Centre Delegate to
the Athletics New Zealand Council
for 18 years. Her work extended to
major events, including the Col-
gate Games, where she served on
the organising committee and as
competition secretary when the
event was hosted in Wellington.
After gaining her National Tech-
nical Official qualification in 2000,
Sylvia officiated at national and
international championships, in-
cluding the World Masters Cham-
pionships and IPC World Para
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Championships. She was made a
Life Member of Athletics Welling-
ton in 2004 and received the Ath-
letics New Zealand Merit Award in
2015, before retiring in 2024 after
40 years of service.

Peter’s involvement dates back
even further, beginning in the
1970s with the Scottish Harriers.

Over the years, he has held nu-
merous leadership roles, including
secretary, handicapper, chair of
the Wellington Junior Commit-
tee, and both the Track and Field
and Centre Committees. He was
appointed as Honorary Surveyor
to the Centre in 1975, a role he

fulfilled for 30 years. Like Sylvia,
Peter officiated at Newtown Park
most weekends for nearly two
decades. He worked at national
and international championships
across New Zealand and Oceania
and was an internationally quali-
fied road race course measurer.
He was also made a Life Member
of Athletics Wellington in 2004
and received the Athletics New
Zealand Merit Award in 2014.

The Maunders said they were
proud of their behind-the-scenes
contributions to athletics, as well
as supporting young athletes to
develop and achieve their goals.

They also said sharing a lifelong
love of athletics and contributing
to the sport together as a family
was the “glue” that held them to-
gether. “We've both been inspired
by the achievements of our three
children, and throughout our ca-
reers that has been the root of
our involvement and the glue that
held us together,” Sylvia said.

Though the Maunders said it
was a hard decision to step away
from the sport, and that there was
“definitely a gaping hole” in their
lives, they had great satisfaction in
knowing younger, qualified peo-
ple were now taking their places.

“That’s great for the sport,” they
said. They believed athletics held
a special place in New Zealand,
offering athletes the chance to be
part of a group, compete to the
best of their ability, and have fun,
while also providing a pathway to
international representation.

Now retired to Paeroa, the
Maunders were enjoying a life of
relative anonymity, able to watch
athletics from the sidelines.
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FOR ALL YOUR
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NEEDS$

For all your catering needs, Weddings, Funerals,
Meetings, Team Building days, Parties,
any occasion you need catered.

50-Seat Function Room available
(Burton’s Out the Back)

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 022 380 9735

Email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com

working.
Learn more

Hauraki Plains Adaptation Planning
Our Plains, Our Future

Understanding flood risk on the Hauraki Plains
This summer our team will be visiting properties
across the Plains to measure the floor level of homes
compared to the surrounding land. This helps us
understand which properties are most at risk during
floods and plan ahead together.

What we're doing

We'll take a quick GPS reading from outside your
house - we need a clear view of the sky to get an
accurate measurement. Our team will always knock
on your door when we arrive so you know we're
there. All measurements are taken from your
property, outside your house.

Want to know when we’re in your area?

Download our Antenno app from Google Play or the
App Store for weekly updates on where our team is

When and where?
We will be in Ngatea
the week of 5 January
2026 and working
through the Plains over
the summer.
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HAURAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Waikato

Website: burtoncatering.co.nz
Facebook: @burtonscatering
Lunch Bar opening hours: 7:30am-3pm Monday-Friday

Visit our Hauraki Plains Adaptation StoryMap
webpage to see why this work matters and how it
helps protect homes and businesses across the Plains.

Questions?
Contact Council 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834,

This project is partially funded by central government’s Better Off
Funding package to invest in the wellbeing of our communities.
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Waihi
40 Evans Street

New Year Project with Potential

Start here, this cottage is on easy easy-care 459 sqm
(approx.) section, a project that needs work, get stuck in
and make this home shine. Spacious living, functional
kitchen with storage. Detached single garage.

EEEE
E&E& eves.co.nz/ewal9851

Waihi
6 Buller Street

Affordable Lifestyle Opportunity

Motivated vendors are keen to work with serious
buyers. Escape the city noise and embrace space,
peace, and possibility with this 3,084 sqm (approx.)
lifestyle section, ideally located on the outskirts of Waihi
Itilownship.

z ] eves.conz/ewa20742

Waihi
36A Evans Street

Already Modernised, Just Move In

Comfort, style, and low-maintenance living. Recently
renovated throughout, this property is ideal for
investors, as well as families or first-home buyers
seeking an easy-care lifestyle.

eves.conz/ewa21057

Waihi
130 Kensington Road

Generous Family Living

Set on a generous 1,765 sqgm (approx.) section, this
family-friendly home offers space, privacy, and a rural
outlook. Warm open-plan living with a fireplace and
heat pump flows to an entertaining deck. Main
bedroom with ensuite and walk-in robe.

= 3 eves.conz/ewal9945

Exceptional. Every day.

slm ) Gy 1025 1 (@)

Asking Price $479,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $380,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz
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Asking Price $599,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

sl o Gy 22X 1 @)

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
8C Baker Street

No Covenants, Priced to Sell

Discover an exceptional opportunity with this 486sgm
(approx.) flat section tucked away down a private right
of way. This peaceful, well-positioned site offers superb
versatility and comes with no covenants, giving you the
geegom to design and build or relocate.

s ieves.co.nz/ewa21022

© eves.conz

Asking Price $289,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

-

Boundary lines are indicative only
- 1

Waihi
2 Buller Street

Natural Beauty & Space

Positioned on the fringe of Waihi township, this
generous 3,435 sqm (approx.) lifestyle section offers
options, privacy, and rural views in a peaceful, sought-
after setting.

% eves.conz/ewa20741

Waihi
60 Barry Road

Get a Head Start Here

Tucked privately away down a driveway, find this
solid, easy-care brick home designed for everyday
practicality and enjoyment. The lounge is the heart
of the home, offering spacious living to share with
family and friends, and a heat pump to keep
everyone comfortable. With everyday functionality
in mind, this layout is perfect and connects the
dining and kitchen spaces effortlessly. Call Dynasty
for more info and to book in a private viewing.

eves.co.nz/ewa21080

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $725,000

View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz
022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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From acquaintances to friends through DNA

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Two Turua residents have
discovered their shared
roots and formed a close
friendship, thanks to results
from a DNA kit.

When Colin Wilson moved
to Turua around five years ago,
one of the first things he did
was find a local seamstress.

He got in touch with long-
time resident Doreen Douglas,
and over the next year the pair
became acquaintances.

But when Colin turned up to
the Turua Market one Sunday
morning, it wasn’t to get his
pants mended.

“He came up to me and said,
‘T know you’re Doreen. Are you
Doreen Douglas?” And I said
yes,” Doreen said.

“He said, T'm your cousin’.
And then he mentioned Anna
Petrina (née Sanvieg), who
was my great-grandmother,
and Eliza, who was my grand-
mother.”

“I got on that Ancestry DNA
years and years ago. And then
out of the blue comes this:
you've got a second cousin,”
Colin said.

“It blew me away, actually.
And then we got around to my
great-grandmother, Eliza, and
that sealed the deal then.”

Colin and Doreen are a gen-
eration apart on what is quite a
complex family tree.

Their common link is Eliza
Wilson - Doreen’s grandmoth-
er and Colin’s great-grand-
mother.

Colin Wilson and Doreen Douglas with a photograph of their common ancestor, Eliza Wilson.

Eliza was a colourful woman
who lived a tough life, Doreen
said.

“I didn’t know her very well
- I only remember visiting her
once.

“She was only in her 60s
when she died, [but] she would
out-survive one lover and three
husbands,” she said.

“[Her first husband] died in
the first World War. And she
was only in her 30s when her

second husband died... I don’t
know how she survived.”

Eliza’s first child was Les Wil-
son, born out of wedlock to an
unknown suitor when she was
18 years old.

Les - Colin’s grandfather -
was raised by Eliza’s mother,
Anna. “[Eliza] was forbidden
to marry the guy who got her
pregnant,” Doreen said, adding
that they never knew who the
suitor was.
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Meanwhile, Eliza went on
to marry three times. Her first
marriage resulted in three chil-
dren, while her second mar-
riage, to George Ernest Thorn-
burn, produced five children.

The eldest of those five was
George Thomas Thorburn, Do-
reen’s father. “So Les Wilson is
my father’s half-brother,” Do-
reen said. “And you know, we
always knew about him, but we
never met him.”

Since discovering their con-
nection, Colin and Doreen
have compared family trees
and filled in a few gaps. Theirs
is the closest match they've
found through DNA testing,
they said.

“[When] I got a DNA test for
Christmas from my grandson,
I did it, and then that was it,”
Doreen said.

“You get matches all the time
from different people, but I
never get names I recognise.”

Meanwhile, Colin, who did
his DNA test around a decade
ago, said he has had between
400-500 matches.

“But some of them are sixth
cousins... a lot of it is quite dis-
tant, but that’s the whole an-
cestry idea of it, really.”

Which makes their connec-
tion that much more special,
the pair said.

Living in the same small
town means they've also been
able to get to know each other
well.

“Colin does such a lot for
me,” Doreen said. “He does
jobs for me, if there’s heavy lift-
ing, he does it. I can just call on
him and I say, ‘oh, Colin, can
you come down?””

In return, Doreen Dbakes
for Colin, and teaches him to
garden. She still mends his
clothes. But mostly, they sim-
ply sit and chat.

“He’s become a really, really,
really good friend.”
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Keep cool with Swisstek Select
temperature Queen Bed
regulating KulKote.
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Everyday Everyday
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Elements Wave 3 ‘Grab & Go’ Wonderest Sleep Easy 3 Serenity Eden

Queen Mattress Queen Bed Queen Bed

Featuring temperature
control for a premium

Available rolled in a bag for easy A durable bed with the comfort of .
sleep experience.

transport. Grab one in-store. pocket spring technology.
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THAMES WHANGAMATA WAIHI WHITIANGA
205 Sealey Street, 419 Port Road, 94 Seddon Street, 4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,

Thames Whangamata Waihi Whitianga B e d S‘ R* u S
PH 07 868 6128 PH 07 865 9027 PH 07 863 8787 PH 07 866 5726
Summer Sale ends 10.02.26. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs,
clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details.See in- store for details.

Where dreams begin.
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‘Pre-h_ist_oric

THE OLD POST[=

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1888

t Paeroa Josiah Martin, an

uckland photographer, de-

livered a lecture in the hall on
‘Pre-historic Man.’

There was not a very large at-
tendance and the magic lantern
views were not very clear. Howev-
er, the lecture itself was absorbing.
It traced the means by which an-
cient man, with his comparatively
feeble frame, fought for existence
against the huge animal life of the
Stone Age, and how eventually the
germs of intelligence gradually
unfolded in the human species.

The lecturer’s style was easy,
and his vocabulary suited to a
country audience, with no long
technical words and phrases, such
as the town mouse usually over-
awed his country cousin with.

Meanwhile, Waitekauri was
agog at the news James Grayden,
stricken three years before with
paralysis, had been cured by Mad-
ame Duflot, a Canadian healer, at
Auckland.

Madame, aboard a golden char-
iot drawn by three white horses,
was driven down Queen St by a
little woman in black. Besides her

T A

sat an exotic looking man and be-
hind them was a brass band, play-
ing merrily. They drove into the
heart of the crowd, commencing
operations at once.

Pale, careworn, wrinkled, mis-
erable faces, many of them band-
aged, thronged round the wagon.
Mr Grayden, who could not speak,
apart from a few words, and who
could only just hobble about on
crutches, was placed behind a
screen for about 25 minutes. When
he emerged he was to all appear-
ances a sound man again, actually
dancing to the music of the band.

He then rushed to the Thames
steamer without crutches, and
called out to Captain Farquhar to
“tell all the Thames people I am
cured”.

The Waihi plains, which a year
previously had been a bleak and

man’ lecture wows count
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windy place, now looked vastly dif-
ferent. At the Waihi gold mining
company’s ground, an enormous
and valuable quantity of building
material and machinery lay strewn
around.

There were three or four forges
at work, and a large number of car-
penters and brick layers as well as
those employed in the mine itself.
The main engine and machine
house were still being constructed
and would contain five floors over
60 feet in height.

On each of these floors different
portions of the process for reduc-
ing ore would be fixed. The brick-
layers were well ahead with their
work and the assay house and
furnace were complete. The large
Cornish boiler had been placed in
position, and the carpenters were
busy framing the bed for the en-
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At Thames an increased police
patrol between midnight and 4pm
was called for as the most danger-
ous fires occurred between those
hours and were not discovered un-
til they had a firm hold.

When a recent fire broke out at
4am in John Casey’s bakehouse at
Grahamstown, the fire spread with
remarkable rapidity and was not
extinguished until several build-
ings had been consumed.

Had there been the least wind
the whole block would have been
destroyed. The Grahamstown fire
bell needed attending to as it was
very difficult to ring and gave a
poor alarm.

It was so inferior, and in such a
bad location, that half of Thames
dig not know that there had been
afire.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. What is the name of the wizarding
school in the Harry Potter series?

2. The TV show Better Call Saul,
which aired from 2015 until 2022, is
a spinoff of which other TV show?

3. Where in New Zealand is the fa-
mous pohutukawa linked in Maori
tradition to spirits departing the
world? a) Cape Farewell, b) Cape Kid-
nappers, or c) Cape Reinga?

4, What happens to the tint of transi-
tion lenses when the wearer moves
from a dark area to a lighter area?
a) They get lighter, b) they stay the
same, or c) they get darker?

5. Denmark, Greenland and Norway
all use which currency? a) Guilder, b)
Krone, or c) Lira?

6. In terms of weight, one stone is
approximately how many kilograms?
a) 1.55 kg, b) 3.45 kg, or c) 6.35 kg?
7. Flora, Fauna and Merryweather
are the names of the Fairy God-
mothers in which Disney film? a)
Cinderella, b) Fantasia, or c) Sleeping
Beauty?

8. Which legume plant is used to
make tofu? a) Broad bean, b) navy
bean, or c) soybean?

9. 66 per cent of the total land area of
the Hauraki Plains is used for which
type of farming? Dairy or sheep and
beef?

10. Which band produced the album
Abbey Road?

'sa)1eag oy "0T ‘Suiwuey Alleq 6 ‘ueagAos (2
'g ‘Aineag Buidas|s (2 £ ‘8% g€79 (0 9 ‘auouy
(g ‘aoxsep 198 Asy] (2 i ‘eBuiay ade) (2

'€ ‘peg Supjeaug 'z ‘sUem30oH ‘T :SHIMSNY
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THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &
BUSINESS ADVISORS

Creating freedom in your business.

07 868 9945
mail@cooperaitken.co.nz.

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

Trade

Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

104 Sealey Street, Thamés

[

Snowden’s

- MENSWEAR -

From English Laundry.
The John Lennon

SS shirt.
Showing a distinctly

U27-4 EXCAVATOR

==

N . * iy T F.-
=T ; L
FINANCE’
FOR 36 MONTHS ACROSS
THE U SERIES RANGE

vintage vibe, luxury
pure cotton for the
warm months ahead.

$149

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056
www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Contact us today:
admin@readbros.co.nz

* This finance offer from Kubota New Zealand Limited is only available to eligible business applicants on loans with a term of up to
36 months. The 1.9% p.a. interest rate is fixed for the term of the loan and is only available with a minimum 10% deposit and applies
to new Kubota U & KX Series products. Credit criteria, fees, terms and conditions apply. The finance offer is valid to 31/10/2025.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
e Key Cutting * Sharpening
e Wire Rope Swaging ® Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

Great Deals On Now

The U27-4 is designed to handle the
challenging jobs that are way out of reach

for bigger excavators. The zero-tail swing

lets you travel through and turn smoothly

in tight spaces with ease. Features like a
powerful digging force and easy simultaneous
operation of four functions and more, offer
performance you can truly rely on.

Contact Us Today

Cent rﬁll M otors

60 Orchard West Rd, Ngatea Waikato 3503
07 867 7524
centralmotors.co.nz

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608
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Boating safety team out in force this summer

Every summer, Waikato Re-
gional Councﬂ s maritime of-
ficers hit the region’s coastal and
inland waters in force to hel
boaties stay safe and comply wnlI;
the rules of the Waikato Naviga-
tion Safety Bylaw.

Recreational ~ Harbourmaster
Hayden Coburn said council’s
annual Operation Neptune pro-
gramme, from Boxing Day to 11
January, 2026, includes boating
safety checks and enforcement of
the region’s boating bylaws.

“It’s the skipper’s responsibility
to ensure they know the rules and
comply with them on the water,”
Mr Coburn said.

“We'll be pulling over vessels
to say gidday and chat about the
rules. If we notice unsafe behav-
iours such as life jackets not being
worn, excessive speed, or vessels
towing skiers without an observ-
er, there may be some harder con-
versations.

“We want boaties to have fun,
but it’s also a very busy time of
year out on the water so we want
to make sure everyone gets home
safely from their summer break.”

For Operation Neptune, the
council has bolstered its Maritime
Services team of 12 to include 28
volunteer staff from other areas
within the organisation.

They will patrol popular rec-
reational areas like Raglan and
Kawhia on the west coast, Coro-
mandel Peninsula waters, and the
Waikato River between Lake Ara-
puni and Lake Ohakuri and from
Lake Karapiro to Port Waikato.

T

!
I

Monltormg ofﬁcers Fiona Forrest and Andrea Stokes recruited as maritime officers for Operation Neptune in the

2024-25 summer break. RIGHT: Recreational Harbourmaster Hayden Coburn.

The maritime officers may issue
breach notices that can result in
fines of up to $200 per offence.

Last summer, Operation Nep-
tune staff had over 1159 interac-
tions with the public. A total of
261 bylaw breaches were identi-
fied, resulting in 31 diversions, 74
formal warnings and 156 fines.

Mr Coburn said it was impor-
tant for skippers to familiarise
themselves with the rules of the
region as they may differ.

For example, in the Waikato

region, people on vessels six me-
tres or under need to wear a life
jacket while the vessel is under-
way. Larger vessels are required
to have a life jacket for each per-
son on board, but they’re only re-
quired to be worn under certain
circumstances, such as bar cross-
ings or times of heightened risk.
Boating rules can be found
on Waikato Regional Council’s
website, the MarineMate mobile
phone application, and are promi-
nently displayed on signage at

Photos: SUPPLIED

boat ramps around the Waikato.

This year, two skippers have
been convicted in cases brought to
court by Waikato Regional Coun-
cil under the Maritime Transport
Act 1994.

In August, a skipper was con-
victed and fined $3000 in the
Hamilton District Court for op-
erating a vessel in a dangerous
manner after he capsized on the
Raglan Bar in December 2024,
putting himself and his wife and
son at risk of serious injury or

drowning. Earlier this month,
another skipper was convicted in
the Thames District Court on two
charges of careless operation of
a vessel after he failed to ensure
the vessel’s propeller had stopped
before recovering swimmers from
the water at the Alderman Islands
on Christmas Eve 2022. He was
fined $7200 and ordered to pay
$8000 in reparation.

Mr Coburn said bar crossings
could be risky and boaties need-
ed to be well prepared, properly
equipped and ready to change
their plans if conditions are un-
safe.

“We urge all skippers to fol-
low safe boating practices, avoid
alcohol while operating vessels,
and ensure engines are off when
swimmers are in the water.”
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» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire
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» Metal
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PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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$20k in grants for 11brary, museum ,geone ™"

welcomed

Waikato Regional Council has

welcomed the findings of a miti-

%atmg flood risk report by the Of-
ce of the Auditor-General.

The report sought to under-
stand how well council ensured
flood protection infrastructure
effectively mitigates the risk of
flooding along rivers, coasts and
inland bodies of water and how
planning might be improved.

Council was found to have
“sound processes for understand-
ing of the performance of its flood
protection infrastructure, good as-
set information, catchment-wide
planning, and a systemic process
for prioritising investment”.

However, it also has work to do
when it comes to decision-making
on intended service levels that will
mitigate flood risk effectively into
the future.

The report was tabled in Parlia-
ment on December 11.

“The report should give com-
munities comfort that this council
is doing a good job when it comes
to the management of flood pro-
tection assets, while at the same
time providing direction for the
ongoing understanding of flood
risk,” council chair, Warren Ma-
her said.

“We could do more. The ques-
tion is how much more can be
done at a time when the central

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he New Zealand Communi-
ty Trust’s November round

of grants have helped push
along two community building
projects in Hauraki.

The Paeroa and District
Historical Society received
$10,000 towards re-roofing its
building, while the Turua Hall
Domain and Community So-
ciety was granted $10,000 for
plumbing and drainage costs
for its new library building.

Turua’s Cynthia Bates said
work on the library portacom
was proceeding nicely, with the
first lot of foundations laid and
the building lifted into its per-
manent position on November
7. Further concrete founda-
tions, for the wheelchair acces-
sible ramp and decking, were
poured on December 16.

“It’s exciting it’s finally on its
foundations,” Cynthia said.

“Now the [committee] is just
starting to look at the stuff
that they need for the inside as
well... the sewage connection
as well as the indoor handi-
capped bathroom suite, which

will be the only [public] one in  The new Turua Library building is hoisted into place. ] o Photo: SUPPLIED | government has imposed rates
Turua. mobile, access to the portacom land Community Trust, Lottery = was aiming for a March open- | Capning - affordability is an issue

“That was one of our big sell- and a bathroom.” Community Facilities, Grass- ing for the library. for our communities, and sig-
ing points: we were going to be The library project has re- roots Trust, Akarana Trust, . nificant changes are proposed to
giving the entire community, ceived just over $110,000 in Thrifters, and Barnardos. Journalism the structure of regional govern-
including those that are less grantsso far, from the New Zea- Cynthia said the committee TN ment.”

We are looking for 2 mechanics
tojoin our team, &

A qualified car mechanic must have a WoF ticket
& a motorbike mechanic.
Some experience would be an advantage but training will be
given to the right applicant.
If you are reliable and a team player
send your CV to miles@hpmotors.co.nz
or ph 027 227 1121 for a chat.

Hauraki Plains Motors

AURAKI PLAINS 1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
MOTORS LTD A/Hrs Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz
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Teen stands tall with Tu Kah

By KELLEY TANTAU

Thames Valley teen has

been recognised with an
award that celebrates her years
of leadership, dedication, and
positive contributions to her
community.

Bridgette Marshall, from
St Francis Catholic Church in
Thames and a student at Hau-
raki Plains College, was pre-
sented with a Tu Kahikatea
Award by Bishop Steve Lowe at
St Patrick’s Cathedral in Auck-
land on December 7.

The Tu Kahikatea Awards are
presented annually by the Dio-
cese of Auckland and recognise
young people who have made
outstanding contributions to
their communities.

Bridgette was one of 14 recip-
ients this year and was nomi-
nated by Sr Paula Cronin from
St Francis in Thames.

She said receiving the award
made her feel “recognised and
appreciated” for her contribu-
tions to the church over the
past six years.

“I can’t remember a time I
wasn’t involved with St Fran-
cis,” Bridgette told The Profile.

“I started school at St Fran-
cis, and went there for the first
few years of primary school be-
fore moving to Ngatea Primary
when my family moved houses.

“I started altar serving at 10,
giving communion at 14, and
have continued to be actively

involved ever since.”

Bridgette said she was on the
altar almost every week, guid-
ing younger servers until they
felt confident, and even then
sat in the front row where she
could help if she was needed.

As she grew older, she went
on to become an Extraordinary

Bridgette Marshall with Bishop Steve Lowe.

At

Minister of the Eucharist, as-
sisting with the distribution of
communion, and has also been
involved in youth groups, Life
Teen Summer Camp, and con-
tributing regularly to Mass.
Having just completed Year
12 at Hauraki Plains College,
Bridgette said she had a strong

p

Photos: SUPPLIED

interest in law, politics, and
social justice, and hoped to be-
come a family lawyer and pos-
sibly enter Parliament.

“Ever since I was young, I
have always had a passion for
right and wrong,” she said.

“I believe that my responsi-
bility as a strong and confident

ikatea_ awrd
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Bridgette with mum Dr Kathryn
Hamlet and poppa Mike Hamlet.

young woman, is to stand up
for those who society has shut
down, to give a voice to the
voiceless. “This has inspired
me to be a family lawyer and
maybe even a Member of Par-
liament one day.”

‘Tu Kahikatea’ can be trans-
lated as ‘Standing Tall’, and
the annual awards are named
after the New Zealand Catho-
lic Bishops Conference state-
ment: Tu Kahikatea: Standing
Tall - A Framework for Catholic
Ministry with Young People in
Aotearoa New Zealand.

For Bridgette, giving back
had always been about “becom-
ing a part of something bigger
than yourself”.

“The community around you
shapes who you are, so I believe
it’s so important to be a part of
making that community strong,
welcoming, and positive.

“Small actions are what mat-
ter the most,” she said. “If eve-
ryone did one nice thing a day,
our world would be a much bet-
ter place.”

Recreational water quality

Waikato  Regional Council’s
weekly monitoring of popular
rivers, lakes and coastal sites is
now underway to check they are
safe for swimming and other rec-
reational activities.

The annual programme in-
volves mostly weekly collecting
and testing of freshwater sam-
ples for levels of E. coli and cy-
anobacteria (blue-green algae)
at 32 sites, and seawater samples
for E. coli and enterococci at 13
sites.

The water quality at over 80
other river locations is also esti-
mated based on monitoring data.

E. coli and enterococci are in-
dicators of faecal contamination,

while cyanobacteria can produce
toxins harmful to people and ani-
mals.

The monitoring results are
shared with Land Air Water
Aotearoa (LAWA), territorial au-
thorities, iwi, community groups
and public health officials in our
region. Results that may have
public health implications will be
communicated, with signs put in
place.

The public can find out the
water quality at the last time of
sampling on LAWA’s Can I Swim
Here? page: www.lawa.org.nz/
explore-data/swimming,.

Waikato Regional Council Wa-
ter Scientist Dr Mafalda Baptista

said many of our freshwater sites
are graded poorly for E. coli.

“As a rule of thumb, you should
avoid swimming near potential
sources of contamination such
as flocks of birds, stormwater or
wastewater outlets. Avoid swim-
ming for at least two to three days
after heavy or prolonged rain,
even for sites that have good wa-
ter quality,” Dr Baptista said.

Algae occur naturally in our
rivers, lakes and streams, and
flourish during hot and fine con-
ditions. However, algae can rap-
idly bloom to harmful levels. Play
it safe — if you see water discol-
ouration avoid contact or choose
another site to swim. Find out

more at waikatoregion.govt.nz/
algal-blooms.

Most of Waikato’s beaches
maintain excellent long-term
grades, although the estuarine
swimming spots see more fluc-
tuations during rain periods due
to flushing from the catchments
increasing the freshwater influ-
ence.

Waikato  Regional Coun-
cil Coastal and Marine Sci-
ence Team Leader Dr Michael
Townsend said Earth Sciences
New Zealand (ESNZ) predicted a
warm and wet summer this year.

“With the expected conditions,
well be keeping a close eye on
our estuarine sites. We always

monitoring underway

recommend checking LAWA,
especially if it’s been raining in
the week prior.. As always, if it
doesn’t look right, stay out.”

Hauraki-Coromandel freshwa-
ter sites monitored weekly un-
til the end of February include:
Kauaeranga River, Hikutaia
River, Ohinemuri River, Waihou
River, and the Waitakaruru
River. Coastal sites monitored
until the end of March include:
Buffalo Beach Whitianga; Hot
Water Beach; Tairua Beach;
Pepe Inlet at Tairua; Pauanui
Beach; Whangamata Beach;
Whangamata Harbour entrance;
Onemana Beach;  Whiritoa
Beach.

0800 4 EFFLUENT
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Foster parents needed for dogs and kittens

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he SPCA is on the search

for foster parents for Kkit-
tens and dogs, as centres
across the country prepare for
a busy breeding season.

More than 10,000 Kkittens
passed through SPCA centres
between November 2024 and
April 2025, and the charity
said it was anticipating anoth-
er busy season this summer.

Thames SPCA  manager
Brent Thomas said foster par-
ents were an essential part of
the centre’s operations.

“Last week we had about 83
animals in our care... through-
out New Zealand there is a
massive influx in kittens right
now, and a crisis of dogs,” he
said.

“When [animals] get adopted
out at this time of year, we've
got other centres around New
Zealand that will be overflow-
ing, so they will just send us
more.”

Becoming a foster parent is
as simple as filling out a form
online - prospective parents
need to be over 18, and have
spare time to spend with the
animals. Kittens are gener-
ally a short-term foster, as
they are able to be adopted
out once they reach a kilogram
in weight, while dogs are of-
ten fostered for three or four
months before finding a home,

SPCA Thames manager Brent Thomas with two of the centre’s furry residents.

Brent said.

“We supply everything: kitty
litter, any vet treatments re-
quired, fleas, worms, the whole
lot. It’s just donating their time
and a space,” Brent said.

“Sometimes, especially for
kittens, the foster period may
only be two, three, four weeks.
But it still helps us out im-

mensely that we’re not coming
in as staff having to feed, clean
and look after these animals in
this environment. And also, if
they're doing it in their home,
there’s less risk of them catch-
ing disease from other kittens
that are coming in. So it pro-
tects them from disease as well,
being out in a foster home.”

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Some foster animals required
more hands-on care; Brent
said there were opportunities
for people who want to nurse
sick or injured animals through
their rehabilitation period, and
people willing to bottle-feed
animals are also always in de-
mand.

Foster parents come and go,

he said. Dog fosters in particu-
lar are hard to come by, as peo-
ple end up forming emotional
attachments to the animals
and finding it hard to let go.
But the benefits for the animals
themselves are massive.

“For a dog, the best environ-
ment to grow up in is a home
environment,” he said.

“If they can grow up in a
home until they find their for-
ever home, that’s way better
than growing up here.”

And for those who want to
help but lack the time or space
to foster, there is always volun-
teering.

“A lot of the time we have
over 20 dogs and puppies here.
And even if you put 10 minutes’
training into each one, that’s a
lot of time,” Brent said.

“They benefit from that every
day, just doing the basics with
them. So anyone that wants to
volunteer, even just as a dog
walker, that’s amazing.

“The more people you can get
here, the better. Even mowing
lawns or sweeping, doing dish-
es, folding, washing - there’s
just so much to constantly do.”
DETAILS: To find out more about
becoming a foster parent or
volunteer visit www.spca.nz/
how-you-can-help/volunteer or
contact Thames SPCA, Ph 07 868
6830. Ik klTsmil
Journalism

g
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Safer Coromandel urges care on the road this summer

nother summer has arrived on the
Coromandel Peninsula.

Our rohe once again filled with locals,
holidaymakers and visitors - swelling
our population far beyond its usual
size.

With that comes pressure on our
roads, beaches, bush tracks and wa-
terways. And once again, this summer
brought tragedy, close calls, and far
too many moments where things could
have ended very differently.

Behind every headline is a family, a
whanau, a group of friends, and a com-
munity that feels the loss.

Safer Coromandel exists because of
seasons like this. It wasn’t created by
accident. During the summer of 2010-
11, 13 people lost their lives on the

Coromandel Peninsula. It was devastat-
ing, and it became a turning point.

Local agencies came together with
a shared determination: we had to do
better. From that moment, Safe Sum-
mer Coromandel was born - and over
time, grew into what you now know as
Safer Coromandel.

Today, I bring together around 17 lo-
cal agencies and community organisa-
tions, all working toward the same goal:
preventing death and serious harm
across our district.

That collective includes New Zea-
land Police, Fire and Emergency New
Zealand, St John, Surf Life Saving,
Maritime NZ, ACC, the Department
of Conservation, Waikato Health, and
community groups focused on family

wellbeing.

Thames-Coromandel District Council
supports the partnership by providing
co-ordination through its emergency
management function.

You may hear my voice on Coroman-
del’s CFM - our locally owned radio sta-
tion - helping share safety messages on
air, online, and through local newspa-
pers like this one. Because timely, local
information saves lives.

This summer reinforced why that
collaboration matters. When agencies
work together, messages are clearer,
responses are faster, and communities
are safer.

Thames-Coromandel District Civil
Defence Controller Brian Carter says
co-ordination is critical during peak

season.

“By working together under the Safer
Coromandel umbrella, our agencies
can align our messaging and resources
to reach more people - and ultimately
keep more people safe.”

As the season winds down, the mes-
sage remains just as important. Safety
doesn’t stop when summer ends, and
neither do we. Safer Coromandel is a
year-round commitment, because every
life lost is one too many.

So as we reflect on the summer that’s
been, we leave you with the reminder
you’ll hear often from us: See it. Share
it. Sort it. Coro’s safer when you are.
Kia noho haumaru,

- Ayana Piper-Healion
Safer Coromandel

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

@ scottsimpsonmp

National -

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

LEFT BANK THEATRE

Ph:{07:868F31428Swww!leftbanktheatrefcotnz

Movies from Thursday 15 January to Wednesday 21 Jan-u_an(

659,Pollen St Thames! |

Not Only Fred Da

For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

(103 mins) M. A defining comedic voice for over 40 years. In a series of recorded
conversations with his daughter, John Clarke traces his steadfast resistance to authority, delves into his early
career in New Zealand, and offers delightful insights into his four decades in the entertainment industry.
Hamnet (126 mins) M. From Academy Award® winning writer/director Chloé Zhao, HAMNET tells
the powerful love story that inspired the creation of Shakespeare’s timeless masterpiece, Hamlet.
Song Sung Blue (132 mins) M. Based on a true story, two down-on-their-luck musicians (Hugh Jackman
and Kate Hudson) form a joyous Neil Diamond tribute band, proving it's never too late to follow your dreams.
Sentimental Value (134 mins) M. An intimate exploration of family, memories, and the power of art.
By Joachim Trier. Tons of Golden Globe 2026 nominations and tipped to win the best film Oscar.
Pets on a Train (87 mins) PG. When a train unexpectedly starts up, taking only pets with it, the animals
discover that Hans, a badger with a grudge, is behind it all. A roguish Raccoon will do anything to save them.
Zootopia 2 (108 mins) PG. Detectives Judy and Nick find themselves on the trail of a mysterious
reptile who arrives in Zootopia and turns the animal metropolis upside down.

The SpongeBob Movie: Search for SquarePants (96 mins) PG. SpongeBob and his Bikini Bottom
friends set sail. A seafaring comedy-adventure that takes SpongeBob to the deepest depths of the sea.
Coming next week: Marty Supreme and Anchor Me: The Don McGlashan Story.

And the week after: Nuremberg and The Choral.

See the ‘Coming Soon’ page on our website for details.
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Kia Stonic.

LX 1.0T 2WD

. 27990

Incl. GST +ORC*

Movement that inspires

Overseas Model Shown.

Features:

* 16" Alloy Wheels with spacesaver spare e Cloth Interior Seat Trim

e 1.0L Turbo Petrol e 4.2" Colour LCD Multifunction Instrument
e 7DCT Transmission Cluster

e Power & Torque: 74 kW / 172 Nm » 8" Colour Touchscreen Infotainment

. . . System
e Forward Collision Avoidance Assist

e 6 Speaker Sound System

* Apple CarPlay™ & Android Auto™

* Inferior Ambient Mood Lighting

* Lane Keep and Lane Follow Assist
* Multi-collision Brake (MCB)
* Front & Rear Parking Sensors

: _ _ _ * Manual Air Conditioning
e Rear View Monitor with Dynamic

Guidelines
* Halogen Bi-Function Projection . .
Headlights Special pre-order price
Valid till 31/1/2026

E VEAD Roadsid E Factor
) 5 YEAR Roadside O3 oy

Quality Redefined

Please note: Model Year 2026 Stonic LX will undergo all necessary inspections when available. Unftil inspections are complete, all
information, specifications and illustrations are based on data available at the fime of publication and subject to change without notice.
*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first).
All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph 07 868 8951 - Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 - www.ThamesKia.co.nz
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

RUGBY

By KELLEY TANTAU

Anew book is shining a light
on the often-forgotten fig-
ures who helped shape Thames
Valley Rugby’s greatest suc-
cesses.

Written by rugby histori-
an Kelly Plummer, The Gold
Standard explores more than a
century of Thames Valley Rug-
by Football Union history, with
a particular focus on the selec-
tors and coaches who guided
the union through its most suc-
cessful periods.

Established more than 100
years ago, the Thames Val-
ley Rugby Football Union had
“many ups and downs” in the
years since it was granted af-
filiation to the New Zealand
Rugby Football Union in 1922,
Kelly said. It spent its early
decades struggling to compete
with better-resourced neigh-
bours Auckland, Waikato,
Bay of Plenty, and later Coun-
ties. The 1920s through to the
1940s were difficult years, with
wins and consistency hard to
come by.

That began to change in the
1950s.

Kelly’s book tracks this shift
in fortunes, beginning with
influential coaches Bill Smith
and Wally Knight, whose lead-
ership between 1951 and 1954
helped set new standards for
the union.

The term “Gold Standard of

-'I-

Thames Valley rugby” - first
used in a 1954 Auckland vs
Thames Valley match pro-
gramme - is the inspiration for
the book’s title.

“In research and writing
Swamp Foxes Alive! [pub-
lished 2022], I was keen to find
out more about the successes
that Thames Valley had from
the 1950s onwards,” Kelly told

Rugby historian Kelly Plummer with his new book, The Gold Standard.

The Profile. “Undoubtedly the
coaches from 1951 to 1954 - Bill
Smith and Wally Knight - had a
huge influence, and this led me
to find out more about them
and then look at other success-
ful periods in Thames Valley
rugby history, and the story of
the coaches at such times.
“Knight and Smith were par-
ticularly inspiring,” he said,

—

Ph.otos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

“and later came Norm McMil-
lan with his great record against
overseas teams, and after the
National Provincial Competi-
tion was introduced in 1976,
the five coaching combinations
that have won championship ti-
tles since are all included.

Matt Bartleet was very inno-
vative, and David Harrison and
Joe Murray built on his work to

ensure that Thames Valley has
been one of the top four Heart-
land teams since 2018.”

Kelly’s research highlighted
just how important family sup-
port was, and he said he was
impressed by the encourage-
ment of wives and children
over the years, which helped
create “very strong partner-
ships”.

He also uncovered new de-
tails and corrected official re-
cords when he learned that
Jim Mitchell of Waitakaruru,
not Jock Mitchell of Katikati,
refereed the 1961 Thames Val-
ley vs Waikato match featuring
the five Clarke brothers - a cor-
rection welcomed by Mitchell’s
son, Hauraki North historian
Peter Mitchell.

Another highlight for Kel-
ly was meeting up Michael
Knight, son of Wally Knight
and an All Black in 1968.

Overall, he believed record-
ing these stories was vital.

“As our national game is an
integral part of New Zealand’s
culture, I believe that it is im-
portant to record such stories
as those in The Gold Standard.

“The families of these coach-
es now have a written record of
their accomplishments [and]
anyone interested in rugby has
an insight as to how they oper-
ated.”

DETAILS: The Gold Standard is
available for $35, including post-
age and packaging. Copies can
be ordered by contacting Kelly
Plummer at kel.den@xtra.co.nz.

Gold standard behind Thames Valley rugby
B

A proposed
new Waihi Beach
Medical Centre

He aha o0 whakaaro

Tell us what you think

Western
Bay of Plenty
District Council

Primary Health Care (PHCL) has asked Council to lease part of the Beach
Road Recreation Reserve so a new medical centre can be built to meet
the growing needs of the community. PHCL is a charitable organisation
that operates the Waihi Beach Medical Centre on Wilson Road.

Council has agreed in principle to explore this proposal, which will
include reclassification of the reserve. However, before a decision is
made, we want to understand what you think.

-

Join the korero

Online, wananga ipurangi - For more informattion

and to provide your feedback, visit:
yourplace.westernbay.govt.nz/
proposed-new-waihi-beach-medical-centre

Hard copy, pepa maro - feedback forms are available at the

A [ srmssiot, Te Ara Matauranga - Waiht Beach Library & Community Hub

View from Marine Avenue.

&

Feedback closes 11:59pm, Sunday 8 February 2026
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CALL THE EXPERTS

- TREE

*SHAPES
Qualified, Anboriots

4 Treework Large & Small

-~ Stump Grinding -~ Hedge Trimming

& Fruit Tree Pruning #= Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal « Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
» Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

THORT BA(K N GiDES m

ARBORIST

Qualified and insured arborists.

20+ years experience

%
HAURAKI
TREE SERVICES

wenzlick

Geti

HUTOMOTIVE
¢ Repair ® Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

BUILDER

CAIRD

STRUCTHIN LT

* New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

= Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or smaill

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming

- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation
Stump grinding - Scrub mulching
- Advice and consultancy

n touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)
BUILDER

LU

Hothing too big or small.
Honest & Professlonal Wa rEmanship

|BUILDING &
COMSTRUCTION

Call us today
0 393 467
framedup.coune

BUILDING

T&A McWatters offers a “good job done for a fair price”.

T&A McWatters haul 22 years

“good job done for a fair price”,
has been the driving force for T&A
McWatters Ltd in its 22-year operation.
The Ngatea-based company offers
drain clearance, mulching, bulldozer,
digger and truck hire, and a carting ser-
vice for all grades of metal, palm kernel,
hay, silage, sand and Mangatangi River
Rock.
Tim McWatters, who operates the com-

pany with his wife Althea, said the bulk of

Photo: SUPPLIED

their clients were farmers and councils.

“They all keep getting us back, so we
must be doing a good job,” he said.

“We cover South Auckland, down to
the Waikato, to the Coromandel Penin-
sula and the Hauraki Plains.”

Tim said the future plans for the com-
pany, which currently has four staff, was
to expand if an opportunity arose.
CONTACT: Get in touch by phoning 027
278 5384.

SERVICES

FHUFESSIDHAL
TEADE E-EFIUIEEE

Frogrammad Ma

GCanaral Homa Ma
o

|:.1| thuuaior Gy

I_:Iﬂu:n & Showroom

CARPET

Carpet Court

A

Curtain Studio

Do Up

Up to U

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

OWENS FLOORING

Phone: 027 233 7277 | 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

sSummer |
Refresh your home for less!

Rhino carpet” selected
readymades”

p to

studio. custom
fabrics®

ELECTRICIAN
Far A8 Your Electncad Meeds

ﬂl..swsleir'

 Totally Dependabla’

+ Mew Bullds + Hast Pumps
»  ARErEERAE » Bervice bed Murbenants

8 Qi v Codmimieholed
¢ Lighting Plans
PH:OT 363 THAG Email wak (Dlaserelest=izol can

# Fiw Systems

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

e Carpet ¢ Vinyl
e Laminate ¢ Polyurethane
Contact us for your

free Measure and Quote

Phone : 021 020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

il
=LC

|1:IFI:IFIE|IIaI'I 1!":-"1 F":Ir'l'ﬂ'l

DRrivVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

@ Valley Education

07 868 7892

ELECTEIC&L SERVICES
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CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268  Odd jobs considered
John Hedges o One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
s NIGHTMEARES
. General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...
Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

\"4

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029

P: Gill 021 532 903

GLASS & GLAZING

Baker Glass & Glazing Ltd

-I:'I.il."l':--llilr.l i wilh care”

« Gloss Ropaks  + Bolrsirooies
v Showmt Gkrer = Katro-it Doubls Gioring
s Lirehiocky 2 Islrdnds Dol

G #4 METRD

e i
Conoct G2 S 417 | gheeigtesiotrirery o5 nE

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.

¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.

e Professional facilities. HUNTS
* Smoked meats are our specialty. R
e 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

® Game orders over 10kg

¢ Premium custom orders to meet your needs
Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB
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BBQs, batteries drive summer bin fire risks

By KELLEY TANTAU

s summer brings barbecues, outdoor
f &gatherings, and a shift in daily rou-
tines, Waste Management is reminding
households to take extra care with what
goes into their bins, with one wrong
item having the potential to ignite a fire
and force otherwise recyclable material
into landfill.

The Paeroa Volunteer Fire Brigade
attended a call at Tirohia Landfill last
month after a lithium battery, disposed
of incorrectly, ignited a pile of card-
board.

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams, also a
volunteer firefighter, said the brigade
frequently responded to incidents at
both recycling centres and landfill sites.

“Even if [something] was in the bot-
tom of your own recycling bin and it
caught on fire, it would smoulder away
underneath, so there’d be a lot of inten-
sity that you couldn’t quite see, and it’s
the same when you get a big pile of recy-
cling piled up,” he said.

“We've just got to keep removing
product and putting it out, and remov-
ing product and putting it out, so it does
take a while to get [the fire] out; it’s not
necessarily a visible flame that’s always
just at the top.”

Waste Management North’s executive
general manager Mike McSaveney said
lithium-ion batteries were a leading
cause of fires because they could spark
or explode if damaged.

Gas canisters and aerosol cans could
also ignite under pressure, while hot
ashes from barbecues were “a common

incorrectly, ig-
Photo: SUPPLIED

A lithium batter, disposed of
nited a pile of cardboard.

summer culprit”, especially when they
were put in the bin before they were
fully cold.

“Heat, pressure, and friction can
quickly turn one item into a fire,” he
said. “The consequences can be sig-
nificant. Fires in trucks or at transfer
stations put our people at risk and can
damage equipment. If a load catches
fire, the contents can no longer be safe-
ly recycled, which means more waste

heading to landfill. Fires can also create
smoke and air-quality issues for nearby
communities.”

McSaveney said incorrect disposal of
items was an ongoing hazard that re-
quired constant attention.

“As our population grows and more
products contain hidden batteries, the
risk increases. We also know people are
in holiday mode over summer, so the
wrong thing can end up in the wrong bin
more easily.

“The best step anyone can take is
to check the guidance from their local
council if they are unsure about an item.
A quick check can prevent a fire.”

As of December 17, the Paeroa Volun-
teer Fire Brigade had attended 201 call-
outs for 2025.

Mayor Adams believed they surpassed
their yearly target in September.

“It’s the way the season is, and some-
times people aren’t as careful as they
can be, particularly with scrub fires, so
we’ve had quite a few of those,” he said.

“We also attend a lot more medical
events now than we’ve done in the past.”
DETAILS: Household batteries can be dis-
posed of at Hauraki District Council’s Ser-
vice Centres while car batteries and house-
hold batteries can be disposed of at HDCs
Transfer Stations. Both HDC Transfer Sta-
tions are compliant hazardous goods facili-
ties and accept aerosols, gas cylinders and
tanks. For more information on recyclables
accepted or responsible disposal of waste
and recycling in the Hauraki District, visit
website at www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/rub-
bish-recycling.

SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos to
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Paeroa bowls champs

Paeroa Bowling Club held its club championship com-
petition recently. Pictured from top: Pairs Champions
Wal Stokes and John Pullan; Triples Champions Peter
Rowling, Kevin Lockley and John Pullan; and Fours
Champions Peter Rowling, Kevin Lockley, John Pullan
and John Tarrant. “Paeroa Bowling Club is very proud
of these champions and congratulates each of them
after a well fought competition.” - Supplied

CALL THE EXPERTS '
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned & operated

Direct Cremation *8175 gst incl
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames & Waihi

Direct Cremation $3500 gst inc!
for Coromandel, Tairua,
Whangamata & Whitianga.

Traditional, Bespoke &
Eco Funerals from *5800

Funeral lirecdors

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

/ACCENSJUNITED)

Paeroa (2015) Ltd
| !

LIQUIDWASTE
LISTS |

SPEC

2 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea

For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond
* LBP qualified « Houses bought & sold « House moving
« On-site moves * Jacking & rolling * Structural moving
* Re-piling « Re-levelling « Pile driving * Push piles

| v 031155 1665”27 442601 |
M PaNTER
uﬂfm'
W pa Ll Mcnic ully

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

+ Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

TYRES & BATTERIES

TYRE and BATTERT

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,
Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

N o W

Baker Joinery Ltd

'f'l:f.fl.ilair_ﬁ wild caie”

Kitahsns—Wardrobs Talutisni—Loundiy
Boihroame—Custem mods furniturs

For fopr rtich croftrrormibas b ssperins i decesn & cobrsiny

Cenboct 07 883 0982/ nfo@Ebakerfoinery.co.ng

o e e s S o e B g S S

SHOWROOM OFEN SATURDAYS Bom ta Ipm

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
+ All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

SCRAP VEHICLES
N e -2 3
> .

B WINDSCREENS I
PRECISION

WINDSCREENS /
We come to Yot

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

LW E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz
We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

TOWING

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOR

. | 24HR Breakdown ¢ AA Towing * WOF

VEHICLE

Full mechanical workshop
MTA & AA Approved

Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

L
=

“Windscreen Replacements
*Stone Chip Repairs
Ph: O7F 540 3300
110 Maln Rood, Katikcst)
o Station)
Ol S-Creon RO ne

| Bashsinad thes T
vy katikatiglos
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SPORTS
Pauanui surfer places seventh in Peru

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

he New Zealand Junior Surfing

Team made waves on the inter-
national stage in December, finishing
tenth at the ISA World Junior Surfing
Championship in Peru with a Pauanui
local part of the line-up.

The team finished the campaign with
two seventh place finishes by Piha’s Leia
Millar and Pauanui’s Lola Groube in the
Under 18 Girls Division as well as a thir-
teenth place finish by Goldcoast visitor
Vitor Bauermann in the Under 16 Boys
Division, all achieved on the penulti-
mate day of the event.

Australia backed up their 2024 gold
medal team result with the United
States in second and Brazil in third.
Host nation Peru finished in fourth.

Pauanui 14-year-old Lola Groube fin-
ished seventh in the Under 18 Girls Di-
vision for New Zealand.

With low scores across the board for

her opponents, Groube hunted a big
wide set in her final match-up.

But as she scrambled for the shoulder
of the wave to catch it, the lip slammed
her in the back making her belly ride
to the bottom before being unable to
recover and ride the wave for potential
progression.

The Peru waves suited the Pauanui
surfer who quietly went about her work
during the week posting big scores and
selecting the best waves on offer to ad-
vance through multiple rounds.

This year’s event was held at Punta
Rocas, a consistent right and lefthand
point break that has delivered good con-
ditions to date.

There was a record 424 participants
from 57 countries taking part. New
Zealand bettered its 11th place finish
achieved in 2024.

Pauanui surfer Lola Groube in action
at the ISA World Junior Surfing
Championship in Peru. Photo: SUPPLIED

CLASS”:lEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday | »

Church Notices| Handyman Painters Trades Storage Public Notice Public Notice
] An experienced handy- || HAURAKI REGIONAL
Walhl Assembly man cgvering all tradeg PAINTERS FENCING STORAGE PAE ROA Proposed Temporary =N
with over 20 years exp Over 12 years CONTRACTOR||| KOPU, PAEROA HAURAKI
of God Church building trade. Please experience, interior/ Residential & Rural “New Units” -'1" Road Closure DISTRICT COUNCIL
“WOI’Ship & Healing” contact Laurie King exterior. Refs available. e.SI, entia ura Ph 027 440 7101 & CITIZENS CLUB INC. Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
0212510246 Free quotes. Retamu‘wg waIIs.& more 07 868 3033 Schedule of the Local Government Act
10am Sundays ktpropertyservice.com Phone Qr?eme fo:jall High quality Safe n Sound Storage Extraordmary General 1974, notice is hereby given that for the
Mowing, hedges, your painting needs. workmanship www.safestorage.conz ||| Meeting will be held in purpose of the Highland Games and Tattoo
Scout Hall, fencings,‘gardSning, 020 485 1312 Competitive prices g = the event organised by Highland Games and
Baker St. Waihi || carpentry, painting, Professional roof Call Matt Storage Unlimited RSA Clubrooms Tattoo Committee it is |ntendeq to close the
’ retaining walls, welding, | painter. Mario Kerkhof 25 Naati Maru Highway |||Sunday 1st February 2026 following roads to ordinary vehicular traffic
o waterblasting. Work is | 027 961 4055 021 1727 148 g gnway at Ipm for the period indicated hereunder. During
Waihi Bible Chapel good quality and | will H S . Kopu, Thames Purpose of Meeting: the proposed period of closure provision
Ph. Num 021 522668 || not attempt to work andyman ervices Clean, secure, dry Approval of will be made for ordinary vehicular traffic,
Come read the Word. || outside of my skills. Units available Draft Constitution which would otherwise use the road, to use
Learn Scripture (King || Insured. Dennis Schuler 7x3.6mand7x55m A. Rohrlach alternative routes.
James). You want 022 129 0169 Phone 07 868 9944 Secretary Period of closure: Saturday 14 February 2026

the truth, it's all here.
Come help us read
and learn.

Bible Study Wednesday
nights 6pm

House Cleaning

Castle on the Coast
Cleaning Service. All
housework, ovens,
laundry, ironing.

Ph 027 437 1195

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance &
general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton 0273 913 283

Public Notice

For Lease

Land Wanted

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Wanted to Lease/Rent
land while | look for
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text
Richard 0279332015

Storage

For Sale

Sheep Shearing
Services

Firewood for sale.
Pine. $100 per cube.
Ph 027 385 2806

Gardening

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based.

Ph 021 060 7659

Mobile shearing,
crutching, hoof
trimming & drenching
For lifestyle block
owners, competitive
rates. Call Richard 022
128 0852 Or email
richard.collier@xtra.
co.nz for details

TOTAL STORAGE LTD ==
KEREPEHI / PAEROA
10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C'’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Situations Vacant

Garage Sale

Grazing

Fri 16th, Sat 17th,

Sun 18th. 10 Valda PI,
Waiomu. 10am start.
Owner moving,
everything must go!

3 piece lounge suite,
mustard colour, great
cond. 3 piece bdrm
suite, oak, great cond.
NZ slate pavers, 35+ m?,
great colours. 1 queen &
1 single bed. Crockery,
cutlery, utensils, cycling
gear, chest freezer,

lots of garden tools,
microwave, plus lots
more.

Dairy Grazing available
for 50 R2 Heifers.
Situated at Hikutaia, on
34ha rolling/hill block.
Viewings welcome.
Phone: Sue/Richard
021 262 38710r email
Richard.collier@xtra.
co.nz

PAPER RUNNERS
We have a vacancy for paper runners
in Tararu and Waihi.
Immediate start...
Please contact Geoff:
admin@uvalleyprofile.co.nz
for more information.

Temporary Road Closure

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act
1974, notice is hereby given that for the
purpose of a Motorsport Rally Tarmac
Sprint event. The following roads will be
closed to ordinary vehicular traffic for

the period indicated below. During the
period of closure provision will be made
for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would
otherwise use the road, to use alternative

routes.

Period of closure: Sunday 18 January
2026, 8:00am to 6:00pm.

Road to be closed: Goble Road, Komata

(RP 0.0 —3.304).

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular
traffic will be made with signs, cones and
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person otherwise than
under authority of an authorised permit to
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic
during the period of closure..

D A Speirs
Chief Executive

Hauraki District Council

from 6:00am to 6:30pm.

Roads to be closed in Paeroa:

* Willoughby St, from intersection of SH26
(Arney St) to intersection of Corbett St.

¢ Mackay St, from intersection of SH2 to
intersection of Willoughby St.

e Hall St, from intersection of SH2 to
intersection of Willoughby St.

e Corbett St, from intersection of Albert St to
King St.

* King St - entire length.

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular

traffic will be made with signs, cones and

barriers to redirect traffic on detour.

It will be an offence under the above

regulations for any person otherwise than

under authority of an authorised permit to

use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic

during the proposed period of closure.

Any objections should be directed to

Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or email

info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 21 January 2026.

D A Speirs

Chief Executive

Hauraki District Council

www. haurakl dc.govt.nz

Builders

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this. If you

are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph
Phil 021 088 63559

Friendly licensed
builder. 40 years exp.
All aspects .No job too
small. lan 021 540 376

PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station, Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy,
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames

Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store

m: Turua Dairy

KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

Last month’s winner of the lotto
ticket was Shona Bills, who found
Pete in the December 2nd edition in

the Metal Recoveries advert.

Go to page 2 for

details

about how to enter.
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Keep swinging - a breakthrough is coming

By MICHAEL WILKES

The other day
I was out

splitting wood.
| You know how
it goes - you line
up a log, swing
the axe, and it splits clean in
half. Feels good, right? Well,
this wasn’t one of those times.

This log was stubborn. Knot-
ty, twisted, and solid as a rock.

I swung. And swung Hit af-

ter hit. Sweat dripping. Arms
burning. Barely a dent.

I'll be honest - everything in
me wanted to walk away.

The thought crossed my
mind more than once: “What’s
the point? I'm wasting my time
here.”

But then I told myself, “Just
a few more swings.” And so I
kept at it. And you know what?
It was the next couple of strikes
that did it. CRACK. The log
split clean in two. Chips flew,
and there it was - done.

I stood there catching my
breath, and it hit me: That’s life.

How often do we find our-
selves in situations where we'’re
swinging hard - day after day -
at a challenge, a relationship, a
dream... and it feels like noth-
ing’s changing?

Maybe it’s your health, your
family, your finances, or some
goal you've been chasing for
years. You've put in the effort,
and the results? Barely a dent.
It’s exhausting. Discouraging.

times the breakthrough is clos-
er than we think.

That log didn’t look ready to
split. It still seemed solid. But
under the surface, each strike
was doing something. Weaken-
ing it.

Building pressure. Preparing
it for the moment it would give
way.

And isn’t that how most vic-
tories happen? Quietly. Slowly.
Invisible at first. Until suddenly
- everything changes

So if youre pushmg hard

right now and wondering if it’s
worth it - don’t give up. If you
know deep down it’s something
worth fighting for, then keep
swinging. One hit at a time.

Your breakthrough might be
closer than you think.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support his local youth
work or follow stories and insights, find
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his book
The Unschooled Life at michaelwilkes.
kiwi.

But here’s the thing—some-

- Health &Wellk

Prioritise health and wellbeing

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

To live well in a region as lively and eclectic
as the Hauraki-Coromandel, we must pri-

oritise our health and wellbeing.

That’s why The Valley Profile’s monthly
Health and Wellbeing feature is a dedicated
space designed to connect our community
with local resources that support living health-
ier, more balanced lives.

In today’s fast-paced world, taking care of
our mental, physical and emotional wellbeing
has never been more important, and this fea-
ture is here to make it easier for you to find the
support and inspiration you need.

Each month, this feature will spotlight a vari-
ety of local businesses, services and organisa-
tions making a difference in our communities.

Whether you’re wanting to find local health
and wellness services, a chiropractor, contact
care practitioners, a hair salon and more - the
Health and Wellbeing feature will point you in
the right direction. While there’s no one-size-

|

-

Yeing*h e

WALTER
& Co

Classic to contemporary styling

- All aspects of colouring
fits-all approach to wellbeing, everyone de-
serves access to resources that support their
unigue journey.

So whether you're taking the first step or

continuing down your wellness path, we hope
this feature becomes your monthly go to
guide for living well, right here in the Hauraki-
Coromandel.
DETAILS: To find out more and to join the
Health and Wellbeing feature, call Davidda
on 022 174 3988 or email: Davidda®@valley-
profile.co.nz.

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames

www.walterandco.co.nz
Instagram@walter_andco

A practical Martial Arts based - Paeroa. Waihi
form of healthcare. ‘ The Eve Place ’ ’
-‘ y Whangamata & Te Aroha

ConTact C.A.R.E offers a Common-Sense
Approach to Real Ease,
that may work effectively with. » Comprehensive eye care for the whole family
» Exclusive Nikon lens provider
* Prescription safety glasses
» Therapeutic-prescribing optometrists
* Children’s vision
* Specialist contact lenses
 Glaucoma assessments
» Myopia-prevention services

07 862 8978
www.eyeplace.nz

» Headache & Migraine
P Breathing Disorders P Sports Injuries
P Post-Op Rehabilitation P Old Unresolved Injuries

Joanne Vickers
Advanced Practitioner
027 487 7506
jlvickers@xtra.co.nz
www.joannevickers.co.nz
Now working in Paeroa @ 20 Station Road

P Realignment

FLINCHLOCK RELEASE

P

A Our services include:
.I;-Eulo(lgoRl-el‘jc,(ﬁl GP & Nursing Services We lco m e B a C k e V e r

Dr Kate Carvalho

Chiropractor 9 ree n

Hinengaro Services CHIRODPRACTIC

(Mental Hesith anAA AR Welcome Back Dr Kate Carvalho!
We're delighted to announce that Dr
Kate Carvalho returns to our Thames
practice this December and January.
Dr Kate brings her expertise and
compassionate care back to the team,
ready to help you and your family
through the summer season. From
all of us at Evergreen Chiropractic,
we wish you and your loved ones a
happy, healthy festive season.

Book your appointment today:

07 868 6665

www.evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

Home-based Support

Iwi-based, not-for profit, incorporated
_society providing affordable kaupapa driven
~  healthand wellness services acrossthe
' " Haurakirohe

Support for Long-term
Conditions

Whanau Ora

Wellness for Tamariki,
Rangatahi, Kaumatua

Whakapa mai, get in touch:

@) 0508835676
A '_Fl X kiaora@korowai.co.nz
s @ korowai.co.nz

z ; .. .-- ._' ;.-
e
o i
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‘Ajob I love to do’: teen’s referee journey

TOUCH RUGBY

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
Netherton teenager is mak-
ing her mark on the touch
field - but most days you’ll find
her behind the whistle, rather
than sporting a team jersey.
Fifteen-year-old Adelle
Johnson is a Level One touch
rugby youth ref- éé

eree. I’ve still got
a lot to learn

with regards to

my reffing and

She’s been
training as a ref
for a couple of
years, and has
got her sights set

She refs for the Ngatea in-
terschool module in spring,
travels to Steele Park in Ham-
ilton every week to ref for adult
teams, and has recently re-
turned from a stint as a youth
referee for the Maori Touch
Nationals, held in Rotorua on
December 6-7.

“I was one of 85 refs selected
[for Nationals],” Adelle said.

“It was a fun ex-
perience reffing all
the adult teams and
watching the teams
do their hakas.

“And since I'm a
Level One, you get

on refereeing at positioning myself - paired with a senior

the Touch World
Cup when it’s
hosted in New

the more | work on
it, the more I can

to help coach you
on more things...
It's improved my

Zealand in 2028. improve on it. sl;iill level a lot since
Adelle picked - Adelle Joh I first started.”
up the hobby af- efle Jonnson Not all her time

ter accompany-
ing her mother, Michelle, to a
meeting about training more
referees for the junior rugby
space.

“In year nine I got the oppor-
tunity to ref at the Ngatea touch
module for the first time, and
I thought, yeah, I think this is
the hobby for me,” Adelle said.

She quickly applied to ref-
eree at the Maori Touch Tama-
riki Tournament, where she
qualified for her Level One ref-
eree badge.

Adelle now spends large
chunks of her time on touch
fields across the Waikato.

is spent refereeing
though.

Adelle also plays - she has
been on the Thames Valley
under-16 team for the past
two years, and has also repre-
sented Hauraki Plains College
on its junior girls touch, rugby,
second XI hockey, and social
hockey teams.

Switching between playing
and refereeing has improved
her skills immensely, Adelle
said.

“With reffing, you know the
rules and you know what to
do and you know how far you
need to come back.

“And with playing, I can inte-
grate my reffing into my play-
ing skills so I'm a better player
for my team and for myself,”
she said.

Fifteen-year-old
Adelle Johnson
is commanding

the pitch as a
youth touch rugby
referee.

Photo: ALICE

PARMINTER

“But I've still got alot to learn
with regards to my reffing and
positioning myself - the more I
work on it, the more I can im-
prove on it.”

With all the training comes
other improvements as well,
like self-confidence and con-
flict management skills.

“It’s only a one-in-a-million
chance that I'll get someone
who swears at me or starts try-
ing to pressure me or anything,
but if so, I can easily just stop
the game, tell them to either
leave the field or shut up and
just continue playing, because
I'm the one who’s taking up
my time to come and ref these
people, and I don’t have to,”
Adelle said.

“It’s a job I love to do, and
if someone’s going to pull me
down, I'm not going to let them
doit.”

Meanwhile, next year’s goals
are already firmly in Adelle’s
sights. She wants to referee for
men’s teams in Hamilton, and
she’s also applied to be a ref-
eree at the Maori Touch Tama-
riki tournament in January.

“The men’s teams - it’s fast,
and it will give her the best op-
portunity to upskill,” Michelle
said.

“The Hamilton Monday
night module has Ifor Jones,
who I'm pretty sure is [one of]
New Zealand’s top touch men’s
players.

“And if she can ref people
like that and get the respect
from all the other refs, then
she’ll definitely go far.”

Fix=zirlzmm
Joumalism
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Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.

All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities

Richmond
L\ Tallas

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE
Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

RVA

=

and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

82 Richmond St, Thames

0800 868 5484

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

PHONE US
to view
by Appointment!

Come and

experience

the difference!

www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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Proudly servng

our communitties

since 1867

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9

“4% ~ TWENTYMANS

e =
FUNERAL 8& DIRECTORS
Since 1867

07 868 6003
funerals@twentymans.co.nz
0 www.twentymans.co.nz
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EASY

MEDIUM

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Sufficient (5)

4 Ancient language of
India (8)

9 Sea animal (6)

14 Deep humming
sound (5)

15 Accuse (5,3,6,2)
17 Urbane (5)

18 Acquire (3)

19 Narrow connecting
land (7)

20 Steel bird (anag)(9)
21 Private instructors
(6)

24 Time of shortest
day (9)

25 Soak up (6)

26 Farm enclosure (6)
29 Soreness to touch
(10)

31 Come first equal (3)
32 Mendicant (6)

33 Stun (4)

35 Zero (3)

37 Mountain in Sicily
“4)

39 Furthest from the
centre (9)

40 Space rock (9)

41 Japanese dish (5)
42 City in England (8)
47 Tip (8)

51 Fully grown (5)

55 Subjected to
injustice (9)

56 Terrestrial burrower
)

58 Instinctive motive

4)
PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Occur, 4 As quiet as a mouse, 14 Traps, 15 Split, 16 Substitute, 17 Femur, 19 Eel, 20 Nursery,

59 Former measure of
length for cloth (3)

60 Joint line (4)

61 Spanish city (6)

62 Garland of flowers
(3)

63 Irreverence (10)
66 Small (6)

67 Hidden shooter (6)
69 War instigator (9)
72 Relating to or using
sight (6)

73 Charitable or helpful
person (9)

75 Non-specific (7)
77 Female rabbit (3)
80 Wear away (5)

81 Manage without
effort (4,2,4,6)

82 Not in any
circumstances (5)

83 Twisted and turned
(6)

84 Fantasy (8)

85 Discover (5)
DOWN

Lunar surface (9)
Meal (5)

Skater’s jump (4)
Small frying pan (7)
Enrolment (12)
Short (5)

Observer (7)

10 Final (4)

11 Planet (6)

12 Ballads (5)

13 Fate (7)

14 Down-payment (7)
16 Weapon of the gods
(1)

O©COoO~NOONWN

22 Noiseless (6)

23 Paper-folding art (7)
24 Referee (7)

25 Representatives (6)
27 African language (7)
28 Fried coating (6)
30 Indian garment (4)
32 Rapture (5)

34 Mournful poem (5)
36 Plant’'s anchor (4)
38 Pair (3)

42 Applauds (5)

43 Tramp (7)

44 Steel pin (4)

45 Expose (6)

46 Governed (5)

48 Lack of purpose (11)
49 Throne seizer (7)
50 Label (3)

51 Doting (7)

52 Money handler (6)
53 Readiness to
become annoyed or
angry (12)

54 Cast off (4)

57 Shellfish (6)

64 Naval officer (9)
65 Bunch (7)

66 Coming first (7)

68 Interwoven (7)

70 Sophisticated style
)

71 Atoll lake (6)

72 Enthusiasm, spirit
®)

74 Enquired (5)

76 Eagle’s nest (5)

78 Hard wood (4)

79 White cheese (4)

9[714]8]3[6]5]2[1
6/58|7/2[1|9(3]4
2/3(1]4/5/9[8]7[6
711]2|9.8(3[6/4]5
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1
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HARD

EASY

21 Cafeteria, 22 Traced, 25 Flustered, 27 Exalts, 28 Double, 33 Hoarseness, 35 Rob, 36 Thesis, 37 Tile,

39 Ape, 41 Circuit, 42 Viewer, 43 Carpenter, 44 Girth, 45 Employee, 50 No, 51 Trembled, 55 India, 58

Obtaining, 59 Thread, 60 Weighty, 61 Gnu, 63 Hoax, 64 Depose, 65 Row, 66 Fine tuning, 68 Calmly, 69
Weasel, 71 Catamaran, 76 Cycles, 77 Vestments, 79 Flatten, 81 Sea, 84 Eerie, 85 Inoculated, 86 Cubes,
87 Lurid, 88 Fond of the bottle, 89 Aside.
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DOWN: 2 Cyprus, 3 Units, 5 Soup, 6 Upstage, 7 Exiled, 8 Abuse, 9 America, 10 Oafs, 11 Sombre, 12 Dazed,
13 Isolate, 14 Tractor, 18 Prosperity, 23 Lever, 24 Stretch, 26 Lyrical, 27 Embargo, 29 Bristol, 30 Sodium,
31 Grawl, 32 Mirror, 34 Slit, 36 Tears, 38 Erred, 40 Germ, 45 Epoch, 46 Pitfall, 47 Omit, 48 Edited, 49
Adage, 50 Natural, 52 Eventually, 53 Begonia, 54 Extent, 55 Ignored, 56 Crown, 57 Half, 62 Sneak, 67
Blocked, 68 Console, 70 Sheriff, 72 Attract, 73 Weirdo, 74 Benumb, 75 Defend, 76 Cairn, 78 Troth, 80
Truss, 82 Feud, 83 Peel.
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Danielle finds joy on the track and the trail

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

t’s no secret Danielle Aitchison

loves to run fast.

The 24-year-old para-athlete
from Patetonga made that clear
at the 2025 World Para Athlet-
ics Championships where she
snapped up not one but two gold
medals for the Women’s 100m
T36 final and the Women’s 200m
T36 final. It wasn’t until Danielle
noticed there was no sight of her
main competitor, she thought she
might have a chance at gold, Dan-
ielle told The Profile. Her time for
the 100m race was 13.43 seconds -
just 0.02s from her own personal
best (PB).

“It was a really big atmosphere
and I really enjoyed 1t, but I didn’t
quite get the time that I wanted. I
was so close to my PB,” she said.

In the 200m final, Danielle said
she applied a bit of pressure on
herself with a goal to complete it in
27.208.

But the young athlete smashed it
out of the park with an even faster
time, and smashed her own previ-
ous world record of 27.47s.

“I was really surprised when I
looked up and I saw the time of
27.18s. It was incredible to achieve
such a massive PB and to also do
it in an environment where it was
essentially felt like a time trial be-
cause I didn’t see any of my com-
petitors around me,” she said.

“T wasn’t sure how close or far
behind they were. All I was just try-
ing to do was just try and run my
own race and see what time I could
produce.”

Her gold medal for the 200m

Two gold medals for Danielle Aitchison at the 2025 World Para Athletics Championships.

T36 final marks her third con-
secutive world title in the event - a
‘three-peat’ achievement. “It just
really solidifies my training that
I've done and it just shows that I'm
on the right track,” she said.

Her ultimate goal is to win a gold
medal in the Los Angeles Paralym-
pic Games. “And so that’s really
what I'm aiming for and pushing
for and training really hard for.

Every competition was a “chance
to prove myself”, she said, and see
where she was going with her train-
ing. “It’s just a really nice feeling to
know that you're on track and that
all the training, all the sacrifice and
all the hard work is, it’s all going to-
wards something,” she saig.

But to walk away with two gold
medals was incredible, she said,

because “it’s not the year that I had
planned”.

Prior to the 2025 World Champs,
Danielle believed it “wasn’t on the
cards” for her to be able to compete.

Following her success at the
2024 Paralympics in Paris, where
she claimed silver medals in the
Women’s 200m T36 and the Wom-
en’s 100m T36 disciplines, Danielle
said her focus for training shifted.

“After the Paralympics last year
[2024], I really wanted to, I guess,
find my joy back in running and
back in competing. I actually took
the year off,” she said.

Instead of taking part in the
typical track and field athletics do-
mestic season, the athlete said her
“massive passion” became trail
running for 10km distances in the
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mountains.

“I feel like I'd worked so hard the
last four years to lead up to the Par-
alympic Games. It was such a hard
couple of years. And then I didn’t
quite get the accomplishment that
I wanted at the Paralympic Games
that it did really affect me men-
tally.”

Danielle said she was so rigid and
strict around everything she did
and needed to be to fulfil the athlet-
ic goal she had in her mind. “From
eating the right food, sleeping
enough hours and doing all my re-
covery skills. And so obviously all of
those take time, which then meant
sacrifice of doing other things and
hanging out with my family, hang-
ing out with friends,” she said.

“So it was a very, very focused

time on being the perfect athlete
that I thought I needed to be.”

But the driven athlete was deter-
mined to make space to rest, relax
and spend time with friends and
family.

“T've really had more balance this
year than I have over the last three
years in my life. I think going for-
ward, I want to continue to try and
find that balance because it's not
always easy,” she said.

“Sometimes I do go back to my
old habits. I'm like, I know I need
to get this many hours of sleep. I
need to go for my walk. I need to
recover. I need to eat the right food.
But then I need to keep reminding
myself, no, Danielle, you can be an
amazing athlete, but you can also
have a life of your own and you
can go see your family, you can eat
chocolate, you can do the things
that you really enjoy doing. And
you can enjoy training,” she said.
“I'm %omg to try and really remind
myself you can enjoy everything.”

Danielle hopes to inspire others
by “living it”: enjoying her sport
and enjoying what she does.

“T think I got into athletics be-
cause I love running and Ilove run-
ning fast. And I think sometimes it
can be really hard because as an
athlete, we are driven.

“Well, I'm driven to succeed and
accomplish great things, but then
it can take away from the enjoy-
ment. And so I think [the] last year
ha.sd been all about enjoying it,” she
said.

“I think that’s what I really want
to be my message to people is mak-
ing sure that you enjoy it.”
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