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It took Lukas Robinson 
around one hour and 50 min-

utes to wrangle the biggest fish 
he’d ever caught.

“It felt really good when I 
finally got it into the boat,” the 
14-year-old angler told The 
Profile.

That’s because it was a 
whopping 132.45kg Broadbill 
(Swordfish) caught on a 37kg 
line.

It should come as no surprise 
the year 9 student 
from Hauraki 
Plains College was 
now waiting to 
have the catch 
verified by the In-
ternational Game 
Fishing Association 
(IGFA), hoping for 
an official world re-
cord, which would 
place him among 
some of the best young anglers 
in the world.

“It will be amazing to see my 
name and New Zealand on the 
IGFA Records.”

The young angler said it felt 
like a “huge accomplishment 
for someone my age”.

“It is the biggest fish I have 
ever caught… I was really excit-
ed when dad [Matt Robinson] 
said it could be a world record.”

The prized catch was fished 
up at Mayor Island with an 
Ultimate Rod and a Moimoi-
branded line from his dad’s 
boat: a Blue Fin 665HT.

It was “hard work” and his 
feet were sore due to ankle 
problems, he said.

The whole time he kept 
thinking about whether he was 

going to land it or lose it.
But that’s not the only thing 

Lukas caught this season.
The young angler, who is part 

of the Tairua Pauanui Sports 
Fishing Club alongside his 
family, snapped up a stack of 
awards in the 2024-2025 sea-
son such as: champion junior 
angler, heaviest gamefish, most 
tag and releases, most meritori-
ous catch, junior boys champi-
on, heaviest hammerhead and 

heaviest broadbill.
The most impor-

tant accolades for 
Lukas were cham-
pion junior angler 
and heaviest game 
fish, he said.

It was clear he 
was passionate 
about the sport. “I 
have fished all my 
life since the age of 

about three. All my family are 
into fishing.”

When he was out on the wa-
ter, he said they would drive 
around slowly and look around 
for bait and signs of life and 
then “we drop the line”. But Lu-
kas doesn’t just catch the fish. 
“I eat my catch. I love fish, my 
favourite is Swordfish - cooked, 
pan fried and seasoned.”

When it came to techniques, 
there were a few the young an-
gler was working on.

“I’ve been learning to jig for 
Blue Fin [tuna], which we do at 
night and I got one.

“The other thing I want to 
learn is how to stick bait for 
Yellow Fin which means you  
cast out the lure and work it 

A young Hauraki angler has wrangled 
his ‘biggest fish’, with high hopes 
for an official world record. DAVIDDA 
HIKATANGATA reports

“I eat my 
catch. I love fish, 

my favourite 
is Swordfish - 

cooked, pan fried 
and seasoned.”

- Lukas Robinson

CONTINUED ON P2

Young angler Lukas 
Robinson in action on 

the water.
Photo: SUPPLIED
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In Brief
FIREARMS INCIDENT
A man has been arrested after an 
incident on November 29 where a 
firearm was discharged near a popu-
lar Thames swimming hole, Detec-
tive Sergeant Mark Leathem of the 
Coromandel Hauraki CIB said. Police 
were called to the water hole about 
5pm, which Police said was near Wa-
ter Race Lane on Kauaeranga Valley 
Rd, after reports a man had threat-
ened members of the public and dis-
charged a shot into the air. He then 
allegedly discarded the weapon into 
vegetation before leaving in a vehicle 
with another party. The Police Eagle 
helicopter attended and located the 
vehicle a short time later, and the pair 
were arrested. The firearm was also 
recovered from the initial scene.
The 20-year-old man was due to ap-
pear in Hamilton District Court on 
December 1 on charges including 
unlawfully possessing a firearm, and 
discharging a firearm to intimidate.
“Police are aware this incident caused 
significant distress to those members 
of the public who were present, and 
additional patrols are in place in the 
area to provide reassurance,” Detec-
tive Sergeant Leathem said.
“We would like to hear from anyone 
who has not yet spoken to us who 
might have information about this 
incident or those involved. If you 
can help, please use our 105 ser-
vice and quote reference number 
251129/4740.”

FATAL CRASH
One person has died following a two-
truck collision on State Highway 2, 
near Maramarua on November 26. 
Emergency services were called to 
the scene around 11.42am. One oth-
er person was treated for minor inju-
ries. State Highway 2 remained closed 
between Monument Rd and Heaven 
Rd with diversions in place while the 
Serious Crash Unit carried out an ex-
amination of the scene and enquiries 
into the circumstances of the crash.

NAME RELEASE
Police have released the name of the 
man who died following a crash in 
Whitianga on November 12. He was 
Melford (Mel) Robert Watson, 80, of 
Whitianga. “Our thoughts are with his 
friends and family at this time,” Police 
said. Enquiries into the circumstances 
of the crash remain ongoing. 

FUNDRAISING EVENT
Waihī artists are presenting an even-
ing of music, poetry and dance in 
support of Gaza Birds Singing and the 
Gaza Relief Fund. The line-up features 
local artists, including Mike ODonnell, 
Milly Moon, Clay and Dove, Helene 
Burgstaller, Alice May, Neenavah, 
Roshan Gul and more. The perform-
ers donated their time to help raise 
funds and awareness for the cause. 
December 6, 7-9pm at the Waihī Dra-
ma Society. Tickets, $20. See events.
humanitix.com/songs-for-gaza.

 
back to the boat, the lure 
floats on top of the water,” 
he said.

But when it came to goals, 
Lukas said his ambition 
would be to catch a Blue 
Marlin and beat his dad’s 
record of 265kg.

He also has a vision to 
have his own fishing ves-
sel. “I dream about owning 
a Viking 62, they are really 
nice boats and I will have 
to work really hard to own 
one,” he said.

His hope was to one day 
fish at the Great Barrier 
Reef in Cairns, he said.

“It holds some of the big-
gest Marlin in the world. If 
you were going to catch a 
Grander [Marlin] it would 
be there, the weight would 
be approx 1000lb plus.”

He said one of the most 
challenging parts about fish-
ing for Marlin was hooking 
them, because “sometimes 
they just don’t hook prop-
erly”.

Lukas said he was proud 
of the support he got from 
the people around him.

He said he wanted to 
thank his dad, Matt Robin-
son, and poppa for always 

Hooking the big one
CONTINUED FROM P1

Lukas with his prized catch.  
                              Photo: SUPPLIED

taking him fishing, and also 
his dad, Block O’Brien and 
Hunter Bryce for “helping 
me land the fish”.

His words of encourage-
ment for others passionate 
about fishing was to “keep 
doing what you are doing”, 
he said.

“The big one will come 
along one day. Never give 
up.”
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YOUR COUNTRY BUTCHER
@ SH26 Matatoki
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QUALITY EVERYTIME
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Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp
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Drugs and retail crime impact business

Leanne Grinder of Walter and 
Co has security cameras at the 

back of her Pollen St shop.
She regularly captures night-

time footage of people rummaging 
through her rubbish and causing 
damage, she said. 

A few months back, the trou-
ble-makers did more than just 
rummage. “Three women came 
along… while one was going 
through the bins, the other two I 
could see right in the corner where 
my back door was, and they were 
doing some weird movement,” 
Leanne said. 

“On my next video clip we could 
see what they had done, and they 
had broken my water pipe off the 
wall on purpose. It flooded all the 
way into my business, right into 
the main salon part.”

Walter and Co was closed for 
the morning, turning away clients 
until a plumber was able to repair 
the damage. The shop also had to 
be cleaned out. Leanne said the 
disruption and cost to her busi-
ness was significant. She put the 
footage on social media and got 
the names of the women, taking 
the information to the police. That 
afternoon two of the women came 
into the shop to apologise. 

“I just said to her, ‘can you just 

explain to me why you broke the 
water pipe in the first place?’ She 
turned around and said to me, ‘oh, 
well, my friend just wanted a bit of 
pipe for her bowl,’ and I’m shaking 
my head like, are you serious? You 
did all that damage just for a bit of 
pipe that you could have got from 
anywhere.”

Leanne is one of many shop-
keepers who say drug users are 
getting bolder. 

“The businesses we talk to are 
very concerned, and they’re angry, 
and they don’t understand why we 
as a community aren’t up in arms 
about this,” Sue Lewis-O’Halloran 
from the Thames Business Asso-
ciation said. “We only have anec-
dotal stats because we don’t have 
the resources to collect stats, but 
they’re demoralised.”

Just down the road, another 
Pollen St worker, who wished to 

remain anonymous, said she has 
also had several incidents in her 
shop. “Just recently, this couple 
[in] about their 20s ran in the 
shop huffing and puffing and hid 
behind the racks out there… They 
kept looking across the road,” the 
worker said. 

The couple told her they were 
hiding from a gang member across 
the street. 

“These big guys [were] walking 
up and down the street looking for 
them… I’m thinking, shit, he must 
know they’re in here,” she said. 

“I talked to her and I talked to 
him, he was all over the place. So 
I said, we’ve got a back door. I’ll let 
you out. I don’t care if I’m letting 
you run away or whatever, I just 
want you out of the shop.”

Another time, a woman came in 
to try on some clothes, before sud-
denly stopping and accusing the 

worker of having her grandchil-
dren held in the back room. 

“I know she’s on meth because 
she’s well-known in Thames… and 
she’s off her face. 

“This is nine o’clock in the morn-
ing,” the worker said. “I don’t feel 
comfortable [here], I keep think-
ing something horrible’s going 
to happen - customers are saying 
they’re scared to be here.”

“We still see a high level of crime 
driven by factors associated with 
methamphetamine,” Thames 
Community Officer acting Ser-
geant Gareth Carter said.

“A lot of stolen property is stolen 
and onsold to fund drug habits… 
And as with all small rural towns, 
it is probably a growing issue.”

Gareth said methamphetamine 
was a difficult drug to police, as it 
is easy to hide and doesn’t have 
telltale signs, such as the distinct 

Business owners in Thames are concerned 
about the effects of drugs on public behaviour.  

In this installment of The 
Valley Profile’s investigation 
into high methamphetamine 
consumption in Thames, 
ALICE PARMINTER speaks to 
businesses, who say antiso-
cial and violent behaviour is 
becoming more visible in the 
public eye. 

smell of cannabis.
Waikato East Area Commander 

Mike Henwood said Police need-
ed accurate information to act on 
methamphetamine use. 

“Operationally, Police rely on 
information from the public in 
relation to suspicious activity and 
this ultimately provides the in-
formation Police piece together 
[that] can result in search war-
rants being issued and executed 
at locations where drugs may be 
supplied from,” he said. 

“The recent gang legislation has 
increased the tools Police have to 
put significant pressure on gangs 
who we all know frequently are in-
volved in drug supply.”

Enforcement efforts have in-
creased in the latter half of this 
year, as the government cracks 
down on methamphetamine use 
and distribution. In Thames, Po-
lice say they now walk the streets 
more regularly as part of new po-
sitions targeting retail crime. 

“You should hopefully see a lot 
more police uniforms walking the 
street, having the time to talk to 
the public and the shopkeepers 
to gain intel and to find out where 
the problems are and react ac-
cordingly,” Gareth said. 

“The Thames Police station is 
always manned Monday to Friday 
during the day. [And] there’s oth-
er staff that aren’t included in that 
roster that will be working days, 
nights, swing shifts to boost those 
frontline numbers at any one time 
as well.

“There’s always people around.”
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
29 Kensington Road 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20963

Easy Buying a Delightful Downsize
In a desirable college location, a tidy, well-presented
home offering sunny comfort and unbeatable street
appeal from the moment you arrive. Spacious open
plan living, dining, with a heat pump. Sunny
conservatory.

Asking Price $545,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
451 Woodlands Road 3 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20629

The Horizon Is Yours
Versatile lifestyle living awaits. Open plan living, dining
and kitchen, the home spans two levels with three
bedrooms plus office or media room and internal
access garaging. Grazing for a few beefies.

Asking Price $1,420,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
90 Kenny Street 2 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa18598

Sunny, Secure and Central
This tidy property offers a sunny, secure home within
easy walking distance to Waihi's town center and
amenities. Warm and welcoming, you'll find yourself at
ease with comfortable living. Main bedroom with
ensuite. Detached garage/workshop.

Asking Price $575,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Paeroa
56 Station Road 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20677

Easy Living in the Heart of Paeroa
A delightful three-bedroom character home, offering a
great blend of charm and practicality. With generously
sized bedrooms and beautiful timber flooring, this
property exudes warmth and comfort. Freshly painted
and move-in ready.

Asking Price $490,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Town clock ticking again
After four years of being stuck at 

4:34, Thames’ iconic clock tower is 
finally telling the right time again.

The clock, at the corner of Pollen and 
Mary Streets, was gifted to the town by 
the Thames Lions Club in 1968.

It has since fallen silent due to an out-
dated system and stopped for stretches 
of time since 1988.

Thames-Coromandel District Council 
and Thames Community Board worked 
with building owners GDC Buildings 
and received $21,000 from Pub Char-
ity and Trillian Trust to fully cover the 
restoration and parts, with no cost to 
ratepayers.

“Thames is the heart of the Coroman-
del and the clock sits at the heart of 
town,” Pub Charity managing director 
Martin Cheer said.

“Pub Charity is rapt to help with an 
investment in such an icon for the ben-
efit of the people and their future gen-
erations.”

Thames-Coromandel District Council 
said specialised contractors Pilbrows 
Watchmakers completed the repair last 
week, bringing the historic landmark 
back to life.

Councillor Martin Rodley, who has 
long advocated for the clock’s revival, 
said the repair may seem small, but 
its significance to the community was 
clear. 

“This clock has always mattered to 
the people of Thames. It’s part of who 
we are and getting it ticking again 
shows what we can achieve when our 
community and partners pull together.”

The Profile reported on the tower’s 
frozen clockface back in June, 2021, 
citing Thames Star articles from 1968 

Thames’ town clock is back ticking again after 
years of being frozen in time.     Photo: SUPPLIED

which raved about its installation.
The then-Mayor Wallace Brunton 

called it a “red letter day” - a day of 
special significance or opportunity.

He said it was a “monument not only 
for the people of Thames, but a fit-
ting memorial to the local [Lions] club 
members whose efforts made the gift 
possible”.

With the mechanism repaired and 
the hands moving once more, the clock 
tower is back to doing what it was built 
for - keeping Thames on time.

OceanaGold’s Waihī North mining 
project has received provisional ap-

proval from an expert panel under the 
government’s Fast-track Approvals Act 
in a draft decision released on Novem-
ber 25.

The expert panel consists of for-
mer supreme court judge Sir William 
Young, engineer and consultant Rob van 
Voorthuysen, environmental scientist Dr 
Greg Burrell, independent RMA hearing 
commissioner Cathy Katene, and engi-
neering geologist Cameron Lines. 

The panel will now invite comment on 
the proposed conditions of consent from 
relevant parties, including OceanaGold, 
local iwi, the district and regional coun-
cils, the Department of Conservation, 
and any other person or group who pro-
vided comments on the application. 

OceanaGold senior vice president of 
legal and public affairs Alison Paul said 
the Waihī North Project will add to and 

extend the current operations at Waihī. 
The new Wharekirauponga under-

ground mine targets at least a 10-year 
mine life and would account for $1 bil-
lion of capital expenditure, over $5 bil-
lion of export revenue conservatively es-
timated at half of the current gold price, 
and about 1000 jobs associated with the 
project, she said. 

About 80 per cent of expenditure was 
expected to be spent in New Zealand in-
cluding more than 30 per cent within the 
Hauraki District.

“Mining is the most productive indus-
try in the Hauraki region and in New 
Zealand,” she said.

“If the expert panel’s final decision is 
to approve the Waihī North Project, we 
look forward to continuing to support 
local jobs, local businesses, and the re-
gional and New Zealand economy”.

The panel’s final decision is expected 
to be made by December 18. 

Provisional approval 
for mining project

An aerial view of Waihī looking towards the OceanaGold open cast mine.                     Photo: SUPPLIED
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FREE LAVENDER
PILLOWS

WITH EVERY BED PURCHASE.

ASHBURY FIRM
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WITH EVERY BED PURCHASE.

2364$QUEEN
MATTRESS
AND BASE

2999$

Original Form 22 Medium or
Firm Queen Mattress

$5998

MADE IN
DENMARK

GUARANTEE

FIRM OR
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ONE PRICE!

70% off + free deliver
y

upto

NZ OWNED
AND OPERATED

100%
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NATIONWIDE

31
NIGHTS COMFORT
GUARANTEE!
T&C’s apply
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60

elivery

BLACK
FRIDAYBed Sale

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Free local delivery applies on purchases of $999 and above, within a 15km radius.
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement.
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Fire chief honoured for 50 years of service
Miles Shelley remembers the moment 

he was inspired to first put on the fire-
fighter suit in 1975.

The then 16-year-old of Ngatea was with 
his father in the garden at the front of the 
house when a firetruck zoomed past. 

“He [Miles’ father] just said ‘I don’t know 
why you don’t get on and do something like 
that”, Miles told The Profile.

Following in the footsteps of his brother 
and uncles, who were also volunteers at the 
time, Miles joined the Ngatea Fire Brigade 
in October of that year and never looked 
back. It’s a journey that makes his latest 
milestone all the more significant.

The now 66-year-old firefighter, who is 
the Chief Fire Officer of both Ngatea and Tu-
rua fire brigades, celebrated half-a-century 
of service in October. 

“There’s a few around here that have got-
ten [their 50 year service medal]. I’m the 
second one for the Ngatea Brigade,” he said.

A special ceremony on November 22 saw 
Miles receive his 50-year service medal, pre-
sented to him by United Fire Brigades As-
sociation President Lesina Walden.

Something that had a big influence on 
Miles’ journey as a firefighter was the cama-
raderie among the people he was involved 
with. “It’s like a club. You get a camaraderie 
from the people and the new ones coming 
and going. It’s good to see the young ones 
coming [in].”

He also drove the St John ambulance 
for around 40 years from 1976, receiving a 
Member of The Order of St John medal.

“[I] started up [with] one night a week, 
then went to two nights, sometimes three 
nights a week, but that got too much. I did 
that for 40 years [then] I gave that away.”

Miles has also received a Queens Service 
Medal for services to the Fire Service.

Close to 300 firefighters had been through 
the Ngatea Brigade since it started in 1963, 

United Fire Brigades Association President Lesina Walden presents Miles Shelley with his award. 

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Miles said.
But the nature of being a firefighter meant 

he witnessed things most people never do.
“I’ve seen a fair bit of trauma. Accidents 

and truck accidents. You learn to live with it. 
You never get over it. You just learn to deal 
with it,” he said. “Over the years we have 
seen some pretty terrible shit.

“And if you don’t get that support, that’s 
when they [people] break down… But you 
had to support each other. And you sup-
ported each other because you were looking 
at each other all the time,” he said.

One of the biggest major fires Miles at-
tended was at the Otara Shopping Mall back 
in the 80s or 90s during a two-week schol-
arship at the Balmoral Fire Station with an-
other Ngatea Fire Brigade member.

Another major event was the Thames and 
Paeroa floods in the 1980s, he said. 

Miles said the amount of water was “just 
unbelievable” - stores were covered in water 
and some people were out in dinghies.

“When we got in there, the water was over 
our headlights in the truck. We got in there, 
and we couldn’t get out, we had to stay the 

night, we stayed in a school.”
His involvement in the Ngatea fire bri-

gade was not walked alone but shared with 
his wife Diane and their children Donna, 
Adam and Josh. “[Diane] never joined, but 
she’s certainly always supported,” he said.

However, Diane was awarded an honor-
ary membership at the recent firefighters’ 
honours evening, an honour she believed 
only one other had received. 

She told The Profile “we just about lived 
at the fire brigade”. “Our kids grew up at the 
fire station,” she said. “Back in the day when 
there were all of us, all the wives, we’d just 
meet down there. So that was our kids, as 
they were growing up, their social life.”

According to Miles, “that’s what it’s 
about” - being a volunteer, he said.

“That’s what keeps you doing it.”
Miles and Diane, who own Hauraki 

Plains Motors, said at one stage both their 
sons and Miles were in the fire brigade.

“So there were beepers going off dur-
ing the night and the three of them would 
all bugger off and leave me, and I’d be go-
ing around answering all the beepers and 
the dogs barking and it was absolute chaos 
when there’d be a fire call in the middle of 
the night,” Diane said.

Josh served as a firefighter for around five 
years before he shifted away from Ngatea, 
and Adam was still part of the brigade.

In a few years Adam will receive his gold 
star medal for 25 years of service.

One of the most important things for 
Miles was to “help where we can”.

“I’ve worked with animals and people 
and there certainly has been a lot of people 
[we’ve saved] over the years,” he said.

Diane said it was where Miles was most 
proud - “that you’ve actually been there to 
help out in serious situations”.

“I put the time and effort into the commu-
nity I guess,” Miles said.

“I enjoy it, it’s a good place to be. 
“I won’t chuck the fire brigade in just yet.”
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HPC dux hopes to inspire young leaders
It’s not everyday students are awarded the 

dux award on their birthday.
But when Ellie Martin’s name was called 

out as the Hauraki Plains College Dux for 
2025 on October 30, her response was 
fitting: “well, this is a nice 18th birthday 
surprise”.

The 18-year-old award winner, who re-
ceived the Lynne Penrhys-Evans Memorial 
Prize and Leonard Cup for 2025, said “my 
heart definitely skipped a beat”.

The high achiever, who was also a 2025 
head student and oversaw environmental 
and service councils, said she was really 
surprised as she was up against “tough 
competition”.

“There’s lots of other people with a simi-
lar work ethic as me and who would be just 
as deserving. I honestly forgot it was my 
birthday until I was reminded when given 
the award,” she said. “It was definitely an 
unforgettable birthday.”

The top student, who studied biology, 
chemistry, physics, media studies, English 
and calculus, told The Profile she planned 
to study at the University of Otago in 2026.

“I’ll be doing first year health science with 
the hope of eventually progressing into a 
field like medicine,” she said.

As part of the dux award, Ellie received a 
$1000 cash prize, which would go towards 
her University costs, she said.

“Before prize giving I also received a 
$9500 Leaders of Tomorrow scholarship 
at Otago University and by achieving Dux 
I am eligible to get another $3000 on top 
of that from Otago University which goes 
towards my accommodation.”

One way she was able to stay motivated 
and work hard was through the support of 
friends.

Hauraki Plains 
College Dux for 
2025 Ellie Martin 
snaps up the 
Lynne Penrhys-
Evans Memorial 
Prize and Leon-
ard Cup. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE

“We’ve always pushed each other and 
aimed for excellence, yet remained humble.

“Surrounding myself with people who 
have similar goals and values has definitely 
helped me stay motivated,” she said.

It was clear the achievement meant 
something to Ellie. “I’m just really thrilled. 
It’s a reflection that hard work does pay off 

and becomes a valuable addition to my CV. 
It’s shown me the value of setting big goals, 
working hard for them, and believing in 
myself through setbacks.”

One thing she learned from being a lead-
er was that it took risks. 

“This year, there were many times when 
I put forward ideas that didn’t quite work 

out. It can be disappointing when things fall 
short, but I’ve learned that part of putting 
yourself out there with your thoughts and 
suggestions is accepting that they might be 
challenged or even rejected. 

“It’s taught me to stay authentic and have 
a laugh if you can,” she said.

Among her greatest supporters were her 
sister, parents, and friend and HPC peer 
Orson Coats. 

“He’s got a very busy work schedule 
but even gave up time to help me achieve 
excellence in media studies, supporting 
me through a documentary I made about 
his passion for politics and his role as the 
Board of Trustees student rep,” she said.

Outside her school studies, Ellie said she 
loved to stay active and spend time out-
doors involved in sports such as the First XI 
football and cricket teams, and also Youth 
Search and Rescue for the past three years. 

When it came to leaving behind a legacy, 
Ellie knew what she wanted.

“Over the years, I’ve built friendships 
with students in the years below, and I 
hope they feel inspired to step into leader-
ship roles themselves. 

“Leadership can be hard work at times, 
but it’s incredibly rewarding and gives you 
the chance to share your ideas and be a 
positive role model,” she said. 

“I don’t want to be remembered for the 
badges I wore or the titles I held. I want to 
be remembered for the moments that mat-
tered - the kindness, the laughter, the way I 
showed up for people,” she said.

“If in some small way, I made someone 
feel seen, supported, or inspired, then that’s 
the legacy I hope to leave behind.”

Meanwhile, Jaskereet Randhawa and 
Maggie O’Neil received the Proxime Acces-
sit to dux award.
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A1 Check 4 Drugs.
Mobile: 027 488 9234

Email: a1check4drugs@gmail.com

For fast, accurate and confidential drug testing
for Amp, Meth, Coc, Opiates, THC, Oxy, Synth Cannabis & Alcohol

contact qualified inspector Robert (Bob) Cockburn

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Just in time for the party season,
John Lennon Short sleeved shirts.

Luxurious cotton in great
new patterns.
$149.00 each.

From English Laundry

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Band and Tattoo committee, 
Paeroa Co-op Parish, Paeroa 
Community Support Trust Day 
Camp, and elsewhere in the 
community.
Samantha Anderton: for her 
roles as a St John volunteer, 
playing with and managing lo-
cal sports teams, and volunteer 
work for numerous community 
events and committees. 
Thea Ris: for her decades of 
volunteer work in Waihī in the 
arts, with the Waihī Lions, and 
as the founder of the Waihī Art 
and Street Festival. 
Ivan Petch: for over 40 years’ 
service to the Paeroa com-
munity as a veterinarian, on 
school and sports committees, 
and with Rotary. 
Group Award for Service to the 
Community
Goldfields Railway repairs and 
maintenance team (Rae Bar-
rington, Timothy Bell, Francis 
Fryett, Barry Harkness, Kevin 
Ryan, Baillie Scott): for their 
volunteer work maintaining 
the trains, tracks and grounds 
at Goldfields Railway.
Tu Meke Award for Going Above 
and Beyond
Anna Walters: for her work 
with students at Goldfields 
School and as lead co-ordina-
tor for the Thames Valley Spe-
cial Olympics. 

Hauraki community champions acknowledged
Paeroa’s War Memorial Hall 

was filled with stalwarts of 
the community on November 
26 for the Hauraki District 
Council OnYa awards evening.

The OnYa citizenship awards 
recognise the people who make 
a positive difference in the 
community, often working be-
hind the scenes and without 
acknowledgement. 

This year’s 13 award recipi-
ents spanned the breadth of 
the Hauraki District, serving 
the community in a wide vari-
ety of roles. 

Mayor Toby Adams said the 
awards were a chance for the 
council to honour the people 
who go above and beyond.

“The amount of time, effort, 
years, selfless acts that [the 
nominees] have done to make 
a difference in our commu-
nity just absolutely blows me 
away,” he said. 

“They’re so humble and feel 
like they shouldn’t be getting 
thanked for the amazing stuff 
that they do in our community. 
It really amazes me.”
AWARD WINNERS 
Service or Achievement in Arts 
and Culture Awards
Bella Paulsen: for her work as 
a student curator at Waihī Mu-
seum.
Nicki Leventer: for her work 
as the Kerepēhi Brass Band 

treasurer, librarian, and media 
manager.
Individual Awards for Service to 
the Community
Zoe-Beth Naisby: for her lead-
ership within the Waihī Leos 
Club and time spent volunteer-
ing at Waihī College and com-
munity events. 

David Bruce: for his volunteer 
work as the editor of the Whiri-
toa Tidings.
Greta Spicer: for her advocacy 
work for ADHD awareness and 
school and community volun-
teer work. 
Maria Baigent: for her work 
supporting children in the 

community and as the founder 
of an equine assisted learning 
programme. 
Travis Cox: for over 250 hours 
of volunteer work within Paeroa 
College and the community. 
John Hallett: for over 40 years’ 
service with the Paeroa RSA 
and Citizen’s Club, Paeroa Pipe 

These citizens of Hauraki have been celebrated for their dedication to their community.               Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -
2017 Holden Trax

Auto Turbo, Low 55Kms, One Owner
BE QUICK

$15,990

1996 Mitsubishi GTO
3.0 V6 Auto, 4WD, Alloys

Classic Investment

$15,990

2006 Toyota Ractis
1.5 Ltr Auto, Hand Hatch,

Top Condition

$5,990

2003 Toyota Avensis
1.8 Ltr Auto, Alloys,
Reliable Economy

JUST
$6,990

2014 Holden Cruze
Auto Turbo, Top Spec with Leather

NOW
$10,990

2017 Holden Commodore SV6
Auto, Fully Optioned on 20’s

$15,990

2010 BMW 3.0i
Auto Turbo, Performance Coupe

JUST
$11,990

2015 Ford Territory
AWD, Auto Diesel, 7 Seat, T-Bar

$12,990

So m e t i m e s 
life gets so 

busy that we for-
get the people in 
our corner — the 
ones running 

beside us, cheering us on, car-
rying the weight with us. 

Colleagues, mates, kids, 
partners… they can become 
invisible when we’re charging 
ahead, trying to get through 
the next thing.

Gratitude and the overgrown house - make the call
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION This thought hit me recently 
in the weirdest way: I was look-
ing at houses.

You know how you drive 
past a place and it’s got mould 
climbing the walls, weeds up 
the sides, paint peeling, like no 
one’s loved it in years? 

And you think — mate, that’s 
someone’s biggest asset! How 
do they let it get to that state?

But then I realised — that’s 
exactly what we do with rela-
tionships.

The most valuable connec-
tions in our lives — the people 

we love, live with, rely on — can 
get left on autopilot. 

We get caught up in survival 
mode and don’t stop to main-
tain, appreciate, or even notice 
them.

It’s not always deliberate. 
Just like the outside of a house, 
it doesn’t get overgrown over-
night. It happens bit by bit. A 
missed conversation. A for-
gotten thank-you. A season of 
stress that never quite resets.

And that’s why I’m writing 
this today. 

To pause. To notice.

To say — thank you to my 
beautiful wife, Jovana. 

She’s the most amazing per-
son in my world. She carries 
so much, gives so freely, and 
stands beside me through every 
chaotic chapter of our life.

And today, I just want her to 
know I see her. I’m grateful. I 
love her.

And maybe for you, as you 
start your day, there’s someone 
you need to notice too.

It could be your partner. 
Your kid. A friend who’s al-
ways shown up. Or a workmate 

who’s held the line when you 
were out of steam.

Take a moment. Say the 
thing. Send the message. 

Make the call.
Because love isn’t just a feel-

ing — it’s the way we water 
what matters.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support his local youth 
work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his 
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

Consultation opens on new medical centre
Consultation is now open on 

a proposal to develop a new 
medical centre on a section of the 
Beach Rd Recreation Reserve in 
Waihī Beach.

Primary Health Care Limited 
has asked Western Bay of Plenty 
District Council to lease part of 
the reserve so it can build a new 
medical centre.

Council agreed in princi-
ple to approve the application 
at a meeting in August, which 
would see 1137m2 of the reserve 
(around 30 per cent) reclassified 
to Local Purpose Reserve.

The new facility would include 
car parks, accessways and land-
scaping, while the rest of the re-
serve would remain as an open 
green space for public use.

Reclassifying the land would 
allow the medical facility to be lo-

cated on the reserve, but it
would not impact council’s 

ownership of the land, which 
would remain protected by its

reserve status, council said.
The land would be leased for 

17 years under a long-term ‘Com-
munity Impact Partnership

Agreement’, with an option to 
renew for another 15 years. 

PHCL deputy chief executive 
Batami Pundak said a new facili-
ty would help “ensure people can 
get the care they need close to 
home”, with more clinical rooms, 
improved urgent-care capacity, 
and space for visiting specialists.

“After several years of explor-
ing alternative options, we have 
identified a partnership with

council as a viable way forward 
to build a new medical centre.”

The community is invited to 

share their views on the propos-
al, with consultation now open 
until February 8, 2026. Feedback 
will then be shared with council-
lors to help guide a final decision 
in February/March, 2026.

“We’ve extended the consulta-
tion period out to 10 weeks, so it 
spans the peak summer

season when many homeown-
ers and residents are in town,” 
council’s reserves and facilities 
manager Peter Watson said. 
“This is longer than usual, and 
we hope it will give everyone a 
real chance to get involved and 
share their thoughts.”
DETAILS: Community drop-in ses-
sion, December 13, Waihī Beach 
Library. Lodge a submission: your-
place.westernbay.govt.nz/pro-
posed-new-waihi-beach-medical-
centre.

The new medical centre would see 1137m2 of the reserve (around 30 
per cent) reclassified to Local Purpose Reserve.      Image: SUPPLIED
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Elements Wave 3 +
AdjustWave 1 Queen Bed

$2,048O
N
LY

Elements Wave 3 ‘Grab & Go’
Queen Mattress

$449O
N
LY

Available rolled in a bag for easy
transport. Grab one in-store.

50%
off.

Sanctuary 1935
Queen Bed

$4,999N
O
W

Crafted to celebrate 90 years of
exceptional sleep, luxury and comfort.

Serenity Eden
Queen Bed

$2,699N
O
W

F
R
O
M

Featuring temperature control for a
premium sleep experience.

Perfect for
guests!

Experience the
Swiss-inspired quality of a
market-leading spring system

Elements Wave 5
Pop-Up Bed

$1,399O
N
LY

Swisstek Elite
Queen Bed

$4,999N
O
W

Christmas
dreams
start here.re.

*Offer valid to 23.12.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream
prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details.

BEDS R US
THAMES

205 Sealey Street,
Thames

PH 07 868 6128

BEDS R US
WHANGAMATA
419 Port Road,
Whangamata
PH 07 865 9027

BEDS R US
WAIHI

94 Seddon Street,
Waihi

PH 07 863 8787

BEDS R US
WHITIANGA

4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Whitianga

PH 07 866 5726
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RAV4 RRP& 4.9%p.a. Finance Offer : 1 October 2025 – 31 January 2026

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

2023 Toyota Yaris Cross

2019 Toyota HiLux

2018 Aqua Urban

2024 Toyota Rav4 GXL

From

$47,990

$19,990

$49,990

$28,990

Hybrid

HybridCruiser - Chrome Edition 4WD
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Popular resident survives trespassing cow
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Very early on an August morn-
ing in 1882 Thomas Gordon, 

miner, evicted a trespassing cow 
from his Waitekauri garden.

The intruder then kicked him 
in the right leg, fracturing it be-
low the knee. 

A group of residents obtained 
a stretcher and travelling in re-
lays carried the 40-year-old to 
Paeroa over a rough road. 

Thomas was then put aboard 
the steamer Patiki and taken to 
Thames hospital, where the doc-
tor expected him to be up and 
about again soon.

About a week later a dozen 
of his old mates and neigh-
bours from Owharoa and Wait-
ekauri gathered at his place and 
planted his half acre garden in 
potatoes and oats, putting it in 
good order for the coming sea-
son. Thomas was getting on as 
well as could be expected but it 
would be some weeks before he 
would be mobile again.

Thomas, from County Tyrone, 
Ireland, had as a young man 
travelled to New South Wales, 
Australia. In 1870 he married 

Thomas Gordon.                                 Photo: SUPPLIED
Margaret Hunter and the couple 
came to New Zealand the next 
year, spending the following few 
years on the Thames goldfield.

Thomas was tireless in pros-
pecting and mining and after the 
family – which would number 10 
children – settled on 100 acres 
at Waitekauri in 1876, he ran the 
Waitekauri battery on tribute. 

Tributers worked a specific 
area of a mine and were paid a 
percentage of the value of the 
ore they extracted rather than a 

wage by the mine owner.
Thomas recovered from his 

encounter with the cow and over 
the next decade continued his 
mining pursuits.  

By 1895 Waitekauri township 
was advancing rapidly, all pos-
sible sites for building having 
been taken. Extensive additions 
were made to the Waitekauri 
Hotel, a new blacksmith’s shop 
opened, and a fine billiard room 
and fancy shop went up opposite 
Darrow’s store. 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. The sales event known as ‘Black 
Friday’ aligns itself as the Friday after 
which US public holiday?
2. Plants in the genus Anigozanthos 
are commonly known by the name 
Kangaroo a) foot, b) nose, or c) paw?
3. Sir Tony Robinson played which 
role in the TV series Blackadder? a) 
Baldrick, b) Blackadder, c) George, or 
d) Percy?
4. NOLA is shorthand for which US 
city? a) New Orleans,  b) North Los 
Angeles, or c.) North Oklahoma City?
5. True or false: the Great Wall of Chi-
na can be seen from the moon?
6. Which of these songs is at the rec-
ommended BPM (beats per minute) 
for effective CPR chest compres-
sions? a) Sandstorm (136bpm), b) 
Moon River (77 bpm), or c) Stayin’ 
Alive (104 bpm)?
7. ‘V bucks’ are a currency used in 
which video game? a) Call of Duty, b) 
Fortnite, or c) Minecraft?
8. Pride and Prejudice is the second 
published novel by which English au-
thor?
9. Mount Everest lies on the border 
of Nepal and which other country? a) 
China, b) India, or c) Pakistan?
10. Which animated film soundtrack 
featured the hit songs Golden and 
Takedown, performed by a virtual K-
pop group in 2025?

ANSWERS: 1. Thanksgiving; 2. c) paw; 3. a) 
Baldrick; 4. a) New Orleans (The ‘LA’ refers to 
the state abbreviation for Louisiana); 5. False; 
6. c) Stayin’ Alive. 100 to 120 BPM is the recom-
mended range; 7. b.) Fortnite; 8. Jane Austen; 9. 
a) China ; 10. KPop Demon Hunters.

More than 100 men were em-
ployed on day work and con-
tracts by the Waitekauri Gold-
mining Company constructing 
a tramway and water race to the 
site of a new battery, and the 
bush tracks were studded with 
tents and whares. McLennan’s 
opened new stables and Thom-
as Gordon also built a similar 
building in anticipation of start-
ing the first coach line between 
Waitekauri and Paeroa.

At the end of December, 1896, 
a very handsome new coach, 
built for Thomas by Messers 
Cousins and Cousins, Auckland 
coachbuilders, commenced run-
ning. Thomas also built a fine 
two-storied boarding house 
complete with verandah and 
balcony near the Post Office 
and central to the township. It 
had more than 50 rooms, three 
being sitting rooms and 27 bed-
rooms. The dining room seated 
30 to 40 diners and it was a very 
agreeable place to stay.

Thomas Gordon died while 
taking off his coat at his home in 
June, 1898. His health had been 
failing steadily over the past year 
and he had retired from active 
life. Lately the cold weather had 
tried him greatly. 

The cause of the 56-year-old’s 
death was attributed to the 
breaking of a blood vessel. He 
left a wife and large family and a 
wide circle of acquaintances. 

A man of sterling qualities and 
strictest integrity, Waitekauri’s 
popular coach and boarding 
house proprietor was buried at 
Waihī cemetery, mourners at-
tending from across the whole 
district.

As the holiday season begins in earnest, Santa has 
also started his yearly rounds. 

The jolly man stopped into the Pigeon Post pop-up 
shop on November 27 and 29 to speak to children 
and adults alike, and encourage them to post some 
holiday missives. 

There is still plenty of time to head into Pigeon Post, 
organiser Jenny Wilson said, with the shop open until 

December 13 for cards to be delivered within Paeroa 
township. Santa will also be returning for more visits 
and photos, and Christmas crafting workshops are 
scheduled for December 5 and 13. 
DETAILS: Paeroa Pigeon Post runs until December 13 
at 64A Belmont St. Gold coin donation to send cards 
within Paeroa township only - no rural addresses. 
See Paeroa Pigeon Post on Facebook for more infor-
mation on Santa visits and workshop times. 
Pictured: Lucas meets with Santa ahead of the holi-
days. Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

It was an afternoon of celebra-
tion and appreciation at the Oh-
inemuri Rest Home on Novem-
ber 19.

That’s because two “very de-
lightful” staff members received 
certificates of appreciation.

The significant occasion in-
cluded Hauraki District Mayor 
Toby Adams, who was there to 
present the awards to Sharryn 
Godwin and Ann Utting before 
a room of friends, staff and resi-
dents of the rest home.

Organiser Annette Buchanan 
said the two ladies went over 
and above in their normal du-
ties at the rest home.

“Sharryn has become a con-
fidential surrogate family to 
many residents over many, 
many years. She is very able to 
communicate and sort many is-
sues that residents are experi-
encing” she said.

Sharryn was always aware of 
“making the home a cheerful 
place”, worked over and above 
her normal hours and often said 
“we’re all ok aren’t we? We’re 

Staff celebrated at Ohinemuri

 Ann, Sharryn, Annette Buchanan and Mayor Toby Adams. Photos KATHY BLAND

Santa’s here

a box of fluffy ducks”, Annette 
said.

Meanwhile, Ann always ob-
served and understood the real 
needs of the residents, Annette 
said.

“She is a natural caring per-
son with great sensitivity. She is 
a real inspiration to us all.”

These two ladies have done 
an exceptional job of looking 
after our Older Paeroa Resi-
dences at Ohinemuri Home for 
many many years, she said.

Sharryn Godwin, Ann Utting and 
Mayor Toby Adams.   
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Primary Health Care (PHCL) has asked Council to lease part of the Beach
Road Recreation Reserve so a new medical centre can be built to meet
the growing needs of the community. PHCL is a charitable organisation
that operates the Waihī Beach Medical Centre on Wilson Road.

Council has agreed in principle to explore this proposal, which will
include reclassification of the reserve. However, before a decision is
made, we want to understand what you think.

Feedback closes 11:59pm, Sunday 8 February 2026

A proposed
new Waihī Beach
Medical Centre
He aha ō whakaaro

Tell us what you think

Join the kōrero
Online, wānanga ipurangi – For more information
and to provide your feedback, visit:
yourplace.westernbay.govt.nz/
proposed-new-waihi-beach-medical-centre
Hard copy, pepa mārō – feedback forms are available at the
Te Ara Mātauranga – Waihī Beach Library & Community Hub
In person, ā kanohi – Saturday 13 December, 10am-1pm,
Te Ara Mātauranga – Waihī Beach Library & Community Hub

Artist Impression

A local Christmas initiative is 
once again aiming to brighten 

the holidays for children who may 
not have access to books of their 
own.

This year, the Hauraki Fam-
ily Violence Intervention Net-
work has teamed up with Carson’s 
Bookshop in Thames to encour-
age the community to help spark 
a love of reading among tamariki.

Shoppers browsing Carson’s 
in the lead-up to Christmas can 
choose to purchase a book specifi-
cally for donation. Once bought, 
the book is set aside by staff and 
later collected by the network, 
ensuring it finds its way to a child 
who’ll treasure it.

Organiser Sally Christie said the 
need had only grown since the ini-
tiative first began in 2023.

“What I’ve noticed is that more 
families are finding providing the 
basics so challenging that Christ-
mas becomes even more stress-
ful,” she said.

“So it’s about people that can, 
buying for their own family, and 
also thinking: ‘Can I give a book 
to a child that is likely not to get 
anything under the tree for Christ-
mas?’

“I’ve had really amazing feed-
back from families about what a 
difference it made last time.”

Sally said donations were wel-
come for all ages, from picture 
books for beginners, to novels 
suited to older readers. She added 
that the initiative also offered par-
ents a chance to show their chil-
dren the importance of giving.

“Christmas is about giving as 
well as receiving,” she said, “and 
it’s a way that perhaps grandpar-

Project to put stories under the tree

St George’s Church once again 
provides the festive backdrop 

for this year’s Christmas celebra-
tion with the St George’s Commu-
nity Choir.

Their upcoming concert, aptly 
titled Can’t Wait for Christmas, 
takes its name from one of the 
many seasonal favourites audi-
ences can look forward to on the 
night.

Earlier this year, the choir de-
livered an inspired performance 
of Fauré’s work; now they return 
with a joy-filled programme of 
Christmas music from around the 
world. These include Shepherd’s 
Pipe Carol from England; Te Iwi E 
from New Zealand; Still, Still, Still 
from Austria, along with songs 
from the US, France, and Ukraine. 

The programme also includes a 
selection of well-loved carols, giv-
ing everyone the chance to sing 
along with the choir.

The Christmas-themed concert 
has been rehearsed under the 
guidance of musical director and 
conductor, Kolitha Jayatunge, 
ably assisted by pianist Yi Ting 
Heng. Performance day will also 
bring guitar and organ accompa-
niment. 

The choir asks that people bring 
a food item, or koha, for a collec-
tion of items to be given to the 
Thames Food Bank. St George’s 
Community choir is for everyone; 
no auditions are required. New 
singers are always welcome, expe-
rienced or not.

After the concert, please join 
the singers for a festive Christmas 
mince pie and a cuppa.
DETAILS: Can’t Wait for Christmas 
celebration, Sunday, December 7 at 
5pm, St George’s Church, Mackay 
Street, Thames. Tickets: Adults $20 
at the door, or from Carson’s Book-
shop. School age children are free.

Choir to bring Christmas 
to St George’s, Thames

ents or parents can help their kids 
acknowledge that there’s some 
children that aren’t going to have 
Christmas this year, so they could 
go and pick their favourite book 
and donate it to that anonymous 
child.”

Carson’s Bookshop owner Greg 
Hampton said supporting the ini-
tiative meant “a lot” - in helping to 
bring comfort, imagination, and 
hope to children who needed it 

most. “We’re honoured to stand 
alongside Sally and the Hauraki 
Family Violence Intervention Net-
work doing vital work, and we’re 
grateful for the opportunity to help 
make Christmas a little brighter 
for tamariki in our community,” 
he said.
DETAILS: Books need to be bought 
and dropped off at the counter of 
Carson’s Bookshop before Tuesday, 
December 18.

Sally Christie and Greg Hampton are joining forces to get more books 
in the hands of tamariki this Christmas.                         Photo: SUPPLIED

ENTERTAINMENT
By KELLEY TANTAU
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Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

Andre Rieu’s 2025 Christmas Concert (164 mins) G. This holiday season, the magic begins on the big
screen. Join André Rieu for his 2025 Christmas Concert – “Merry Christmas” and experience joyful carols.
Twiggy (95 mins) M. Starring Paul McCartney, Brooke Shields, Twiggy , Stella McCartney, Joanna
Lumley, Dustin Hoffman, Sienna Miller. An intimate, star-studded dive into the birth of an icon, and
everything that followed. A look at the life of the greatest it-girl of all time. Documentary.
The Doors: When You’re Strange (97 mins) M. The chemistry of four artists made The Doors one of
America’s most influential rock bands. With rare footage shot from their formation in 1965 to Jim Morrison’s
death in 1971. Narrated by Johnny Depp. Features a newly recorded performance of “Riders on the Storm”.
Dead of Winter (97 mins) R16. Recently widowed, Barb (Emma Thompson) travels through snowbound
Minnesota to scatter her deceased husband’s remains. En route she discovers a young girl, kidnapped and
held hostage in an isolated cabin. She is the girl’s only hope for survival… but at what cost to herself?
How the Grinch Stole Christmas (½-price tickets sponsored by Raine & Horne) (105 mins) PG. The
Grinch (Jim Carrey) decides to ruin Christmas for the citizens of Whoville. Joined by his dog, Max, he comes
down from his mountaintop home and sneaks into town to swipe everything holiday-related from the Whos.
Wicked: For Good (138 mins) PG. The final chapter of the witches of Oz. Elphaba, now demonised as
The Wicked Witch of the West, lives in exile, hidden within the Ozian forest while continuing her fight for the
freedom of Oz’s silenced animals and desperately trying to expose the truth she knows about The Wizard.
Pike River (131 mins) M. Melanie Lynskey and Robyn Malcolm star as two ordinary women who stand up
and take on the government, justice system and a company after the 2010 Pike River Mine explosion.

Movies from Thursday 4 December to Wednesday 10 December
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Te Iti o Kakaipo of Paeroa Central School takes the top spot for the Hauraki Junior and Open Junior sections.              Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Festival 
fun
It was a celebration of cultural 
heritage that gathered people 
from across the motu on No-
vember 21 to 22 at the Kerepēhi 
Marae grounds.
People and whānau turned out 
in droves for the 52nd Hauraki 
Cultural Kapa Haka Festival, 
which showcased performances 
from tamariki (children), ranga-
tahi (teenagers), pakeke (adults) 
and esteemed kuia and kaumātua 
(elders). The sound of waiata and 
haka filled the air while people 
wandered the stalls, mingled 
with friends and whānau and 
celebrated the performances. 
The Toa Whakaihuwaka (over-
all winner) on day one for the 
Hauraki Junior and Open Junior 
sections was Te Iti o Kakaipo of 
Paeroa Central School, and the 
Toa Whakaihuwaka on day two 
was Te Wharekura o Manaia. 
Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA 
captured some of the powerful 
performances.

Proud tamariki of Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga. Waiata rings out for Paeroa Central.

Te Kapa Haka Rōpū o Waitakaruru perform. A poi performance from Paeroa.Te Kura Rāwhiti ō Waihī (Waihi East Primary School) give a strong performance.

Te Kura Tātahi o Waihī - Teina (Waihi Beach School) gives it their all.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Koi carp a ‘creeping national crisis’
A local catchment group is 

calling on the government 
to tackle the escalating koi carp 
problem in waterways, warning 
of their serious effects on fresh-
water quality.

Mangatangi Maramarua 
Catchment chair Will Murphy 
said koi carp - an ornamental 
species both accidentally and 
intentionally introduced into the 
Waikato - were “widespread and 
entrenched” in their territory.

In 2024 and 2025, the group 
conducted eDNA testing across 
six sites in the Mangatangi Mar-
amarua catchment and koi carp 
were detected at four of the loca-
tions both years.

“While koi carp are only one of 
16 freshwater species present in 
our catchment, they are estimat-
ed to comprise approximately 
80 per cent of the fish biomass 
in the waterways of the lower 
Waikato region,” Will said.

“They dominate lower streams 
and creeks, where they are high-
ly visible.”

Will told The Profile the visible 
impact of koi carp was dramatic; 
waterways inhabited by the spe-
cies turned murky brown from 
suspended sediment. 

Koi carp also contributed to 
in-stream erosion by rooting in 
banks, destabilising them, and 
releasing “massive” sediment 
and phosphorus loads. 

“This isn’t just local - it’s a 
creeping national crisis,” he said.

Andy Loader, chair of The 
Primary Land User Group, es-
timated 750,000 tonnes of koi 
carp infested the lower Waikato 
alone. 

Adult fish - typically 3.5kg 
at breeding - produced up to 
100,000 eggs per kilogram 
of body weight - potentially 
350,000 eggs per female. 

“If the government does not 
get control of the koi carp popu-
lation, it won’t matter what else 
is done - we will never improve 
waterway quality,” Andy said.

He has suggested the govern-
ment could take actions such as: 
establishing a formal national 
koi carp action plan - start-

By KELLEY TANTAU

Koi carp are ‘widespread and entrenched’ in the Mangatangi Maramarua catchment area.                   Photo: SUPPLIED 

On the LandOn the Land

ing with regional taskforces in 
Waikato/Hauraki; introducing 
a bounty system to incentivise 
mass removal by fishers, drain 
workers, and communities; 
funding large-scale physical re-
moval pilots in priority catch-
ments; and urgently investing in 
biological control.

“There is increasing frustra-
tion with the lack of any response 
from government departments,” 
Will said. 

“Koi carp aren’t a side issue 
- they’re the ‘elephant in the 
stream’. The science is clear, the 
public can help, and the solu-
tions exist. We just need political 
will.”

Will encourages anyone who 
spots koi carp in a waterway to 
report the sighting immediately 
to Waikato Regional Council or 
a local district council. Include 
exact location,date, and photos, 
if possible. 

“Every report builds an ir-
refutable map of the invasion’s 
scale and forces authorities to 
confront a problem they’ve long 
dismissed as too hard,” he said. 
“The more data, the harder it is 
to ignore.”
DETAILS: For further information 
about the catchment group, visit 
www.mmcatchment.co.nz. For 
more information about koi carp, 
see: www.doc.govt.nz.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW
KEA 6x4
ATV Trailer
c/w crate

NEW
KEA 7x4
Car Trailer
c/w rubbish crate
Tipping Tray
& Jockey Wheel

USED
Prescott 8x5 Eco
Tandem Galv Ply

Floor Trailer
c/w Rego &WOF,

Tidy Order

NEW
KEA KC 85

Tandem Trailer
Ply Floor,

Jockey Wheel

Record $437k fine after ‘appalling’ pollution
Rawhiti Environmental Park 

Ltd has been convicted on 
eight charges and fined a total of 
$437,000 for persistent discharges 
of raw piggery effluent into the en-
vironment between February and 
October, 2023. 

Many of the discharges flowed 
into streams of the Kaimai Range, 
north of Te Aroha, Waikato Re-
gional Council said.

The convictions and fine were 
imposed in the Hamilton District 
Court on November 20 by Judge 
Melinda Dickey following a pros-
ecution initiated by the regional 
council under the Resource Man-
agement Act. This was the largest 
single fine imposed under the RMA 
in its 34-year history, council said.

Judge Dickey also imposed an 
Enforcement Order on the compa-
ny prohibiting any future unlawful 
discharges and to take certain steps 
to manage risks to the environment 
on an ongoing basis.   

Between February 1 and October 
3, 2023, council compliance offic-
ers carried out 50 separate inspec-
tions at the large piggery site due 
to serious concerns regarding the 
management and disposal of pig 
effluent. The piggery housed the 
equivalent of 6500 pigs at any giv-
en time, generating large volumes 
of effluent.  

During 26 of these inspections, 
officers found effluent being dis-
charged from the piggery infra-
structure on to adjacent land then 
flowing into the headwaters of the 
Patuwhao and Hotahika streams, 
and on to the Waihou River. The 

Discharge at the piggery in 2023, left, contaminated tributary receiving waste effluent from the holding tanks, and dead eel downstream.  Photos: SUPPLIED/WRC

On the LandOn the Land

council gave the company numer-
ous notices and directions to halt 
the discharges over this period. 

A council ecologist found the af-
fected streams contained relatively 
diverse fish and macroinvertebrate 
populations, including at risk spe-
cies, that would have been severely 
impacted by the toxicity of repeated 
effluent discharges, and that highly 
concentrated faecal and nutrient 
contamination would have further 
degraded the Waihou River down-
stream of the site.

Downstream users of the streams 
were seriously affected by the ongo-
ing pollution and regularly lost the 
ability to take water for drinking or 

stock watering.  
Due to the seriousness of the of-

fending, the regional council took 
the unprecedented step of applying 
to the Environment Court for an 
Interim Enforcement Order in Au-
gust, 2023, requiring the defendant 
to immediately cease unlawful dis-
charges and take steps to reduce pig 
numbers and lower effluent pond 
volumes.

Three days after the order was 
granted, council officers responded 
to a report of another significant 
discharge of pig effluent into the 
Patuwhao Stream, requiring warn-
ings to be given to downstream wa-
ter users that the water was unsafe 

to use and posed significant health 
risks. 

“This offending has been appall-
ing,” council regional compliance 
manager Patrick Lynch said.

“We simply have not had a case 
this bad before. The scale and fre-
quency of these discharges, the re-
peated failure by the piggery owner 
to comply with resource consent 
and environmental regulation over 
so many months. 

“It was terrible. There was an ex-
treme impact on the environment 
and community, which has been 
reflected in the unprecedented level 
of fine imposed by the court. 

“We were literally using every 

tool available to us under the RMA 
to change the behaviour on this 
property. It was distressing and 
frustrating for the council staff who 
were seeing the impacts on the en-
vironment each time they inspected 
the property.”

Council continued to monitor the 
activities on the site, he said.

“We are very happy to report 
that there has been much improve-
ment. Though we have had a few 
complaints regarding objectionable 
odour coming from the site, their 
effluent management has generally 
been far more compliant and there 
have been improvements made to 
their effluent infrastructure.”       
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* Norwood is proudly an authorised sales, parts and service dealer for some of NZ’s leading world-class equipment brands.
Norwood is not an authorised dealer or repairer of New Holland, Case IH, John Deere or Massey Ferguson products, but offers
experienced service technicians and quality genuine and non-genuine parts options to suit your equipment service and repair
needs. Some brands may not be available from every Norwood dealership.
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Students keep Kiwi No. 8 wire spirit alive
The No. 8 wire ethos is back, 

and this time it’s in the hands 
of Parawai School’s newest mak-
ers, who are trading touchscreens 
for toolbelts under the guidance of 
the Thames MenzShed.

The collaboration between the 
school and the Shed started tak-
ing shape after Pārāwai principal 
Jordan Palfery approached the 
MenzShed to help with their new 
technology programme. 

Now, students aged 10 to 12 
years spend three hours a week at 
the Shed, getting hands-on with 
product design, manufacturing, 
and supervised workshop tasks.

Students start by making a ser-
viette holder with the help of a 
Shed buddy using pre-cut materi-
als, then choose up to three other 
projects from options including a 
bread board, stool, hot pot stand, 
mobile phone stand, cheeseboard, 
and toolbox.

Programme planning and work-
shop co-ordinator Tony Winter 
said he and his fellow members 
were “confronted very quickly” 
with the speed and competence 
with which the students complet-
ed each project. 

Because they worked so speed-
ily, the students were ready to 
move on to later projects much 
earlier than anticipated.

Tony said the No. 8 wire men-
tality - the Kiwi way of making it 
work - was emphasised so students 
could understand there was more 
to building something decent than 

The aim is to have students make practical items while learning to use tools confidently and safely. BELOW: Students learn the basics.                 Photos: SUPPLIED

On the LandOn the Land

simply putting the bits together.
“I developed the programme 

around giving the students an 
introduction to making a useful 
product, and also to show there 
was more to a career choice than 
computers and universities, as 
trades are some of the more im-
portant and rewarding choices as a 
career,” he said.

Member Peter Woodford said 
the MenzShed team thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience and were 
all keen to pass on their skills.

“For me, it was very pleasing 
to see students actually making 

something useful - particularly 
watching students who have never 
done anything like this before, dis-
covering they have got some prac-
tical skills,” he said.

“I believe New Zealand is in real 
danger of losing its No. 8 ethos. 

“We cannot stand by and lament 
its passing if we are not prepared to 
do our bit and pass on our skills.”

Tony said they’ll soon begin de-
veloping next year’s programme 
with the school, aiming to have 
students make practical items for 
their homes while learning to use 
tools confidently and safely.

BY KELLEY TANTAU
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WWelcome Back Dr Kate Carvalho!
WWe’re delighted to announce that Dr
KKate Carvalho returns to our Thames
ppractice this December and January.
DDr Kate brings her expertise and
ccompassionate care back to the team,
rready to help you and your family
tthrough the summer season. From
aall of us at Evergreen Chiropractic,
wwe wish you and your loved ones a
hhappy, healthy festive season.
BBook your appointment today:
007 868 6665

Welcome Back
A practical Martial Arts based

form of healthcare.
ConTact C.A.R.E offers a Common-Sense

Approach to Real Ease,
that may work effectively with.

u Realignment u Headache & Migraine
u Breathing Disorders u Sports Injuries
u Post-Op Rehabilitation u Old Unresolved Injuries

Joanne Vickers
Advanced Practitioner

027 487 7506
jlvickers@xtra.co.nz

www.joannevickers.co.nz
Nowworking in Paeroa@ 20 Station Road

SummerHolidayHours
Whānau Health Centres

PPPAAAEEERRROOOAAA ||| TTTHHHAAAMMMEEESSS ||| CCCOOORRROOOMMMAAANNNDDDEEELLL ||| WWWHHHIIITTTIIIAAANNNGGGAAA

Wednesday 24th December - closing at 3pm
Thursday 25th December - closed
Friday 26th December - closed

Wednesday 31st December - closing at 3pm
Thursday 1st January - closed
Friday 2ndJanuary - closed

Ourusual opening hours ofMONDAY-FRIDAY | 8.30AM-5.00PMwill apply outside these dates

korowai.co.nzkiaora@korowai.co.nz0508835676
ForAFTERHOURSmedical advice and treatment, call0508835676 or book an online virtual appointment at kaora.co.nz

Paeroa, Waihi,
Whangamata & Te Aroha

07 862 8978
www.eyeplace.nz

• Comprehensive eye care for the whole family
• Quality frames & lenses
• Prescription safety glasses

• Therapeutic-prescribing optometrists
• Children’s vision

• Specialist contact lenses
• Glaucoma assessments

• Myopia-prevention services

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Merry Christmas from Walter & Co
As the year draws to a close, Leanne and 

Sophia would like to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas.

Walter & Co would like to thank our clients 
for their continued support throughout 2025.

It’s been another interesting year for us at 
the salon, having taken time out for a much-
needed break to travel as well as recently 
celebrating the 10th Birthday of Walter & Co 
Hairdressing, something we’re proud of.

In other news - our Shampoo Shop is full of 
lovely gift ideas, we have a new range from 
MOR featuring hand creams, diffusers and can-
dles with some beautiful scents.

We also have our signature range of MOR 
Marshmallow products with hand creams, 

soaps, body lotions and more - there’s some-
thing special for your someone special.

In the Lust Haircare range, we have a variety 
of gorgeous shampoo gift packs which come 
with a luxurious black clutch bag, so glam!

Also see the Nude by Lust Mascaras & Lip-
sticks in a range of gorgeous shades.

You will also find a vast range of haircare 
products from cleansing to styling - we’ve got 
you covered. Now is a great time to stock up on 
your favourites.

This Christmas, our last business day is De-
cember 23, after a break we will be open again 
on January 13, 2026.

Thank you again. Happy Holidays.
- Leanne & Sophia

The New Zealand government now allows GPs 
to write prescriptions for up to 12 months - 

but not everyone will qualify.
You may be eligible if your condition is stable 

and your medication hasn’t changed. Some pa-
tients still need 3-6 monthly reviews to stay safe.

Even if the law allows it, the doctor’s job 
isn’t just to write prescriptions. They still need 
to check in with you regularly and ensure your 
treatment is right for you, that you’re not hav-
ing side effects, and nothing in your health has 
changed. It’s about clinical responsibility - what’s 
safe and right for you, not just legal rules.

Regular reviews help to catch any changes in 
your condition early, adjust medications if need-
ed and make sure your treatment is still the best 
option for you.

Even if you feel fine, your doctor may still 
need to see you before giving you a longer pre-
scription. Eligibility may be based on: if your 
condition is stable; you’ve been on the same 
medication for a while; you don’t need frequent 

check ups or blood 
tests; you understand 
your treatment and 
take your medication 
regularly. For exam-
ple, blood pressure that’s working well, asthma 
inhalers with no recent changes, oral contracep-
tives with no side effects.

Patients that may require more frequent re-
views include those people who: have new or 
changing medications, need regular monitoring 
(blood tests), have multiple health conditions, 
are on medications with higher risks or side 
effects. For example, diabetics needing blood 
sugar checks, patients on anti-depressants with 
recent changes to medications, patients with 
heart conditions taking multiple medications. 

Medications like strong painkillers or sleeping 
pills are not included in 12-month prescribing. 
These still require regular reviews, usually every 
1-3 months.  

- Supplied by Health Ngatea.

12-month prescriptions available

Sophia and Leanne from Walter & Co, Thames.           Photo: SUPPLIED
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Amuse 4 Strong right arm, 11 Bloom, 14 Brain, 15 Battlefield, 16 Soldiers, 19 Gallery,
20 Point, 21 Heretical, 24 Forthwith, 26 Skewer, 27 Uganda, 31 Shots, 32 Blustery, 34 Irreverent, 38
Dragged, 39 Hoopla, 40 Attain, 41 Undo, 42 Remnant, 45 Introduced, 50 Gremlin, 54 Nile, 55 Dagger,
56 Tossed, 57 Flushed, 60 Principles, 61 Birdseed, 62 Yield, 65 Avenue, 66 Vigour, 67 Cherished, 72
Orphanage, 73 Bribe, 74 Suffice, 79 Romantic, 80 Inquisition, 81 Strew, 82 Nudge, 83 Push the boat out,
84 Chats.

DOWN: 2 Mortar, 3 Spiel, 5 Trap, 6 Outpost, 7 Greens, 8 Iris, 9 Helmeted, 10 Myopia, 11 Bedraggled, 12
Over, 13 Mascara, 17 Grate, 18 Celebrated, 22 Dwelt, 23 Internal, 25 Octagon, 26 Skyward, 28 Charge,
29 Helper, 30 Sewing, 33 Shown, 35 Thorn, 36 Keen, 37 Talc, 42 Run-up, 43 Milliner, 44 Tramps, 45
Ingredient, 46 Turn, 47 October, 48 Unsure, 49 Evens, 51 Rile, 52 Massive, 53 Ideals, 58 Occurrence, 59
Beard, 63 Doughnut, 64 Issue, 65 Andiron, 68 Habitat, 69 Shrimp, 70 Fresco, 71 Accept, 75 Fetch, 76
Amid, 77 Luge, 78 Tofu.
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ACROSS
1 Grin (5)
4 Unable to move
(6,2,3,4)
14 Hindu teacher (5)
15 Pigtail (5)
16 Formal charge of a
serious crime (10)
17 Skilled (5)
19 Top (3)
20 Squirm (7)
21 Warranty (9)
22 Origin (6)
25 Censured severely
(9)
27 Financial plan (6)
28 Licence (6)
33 Twisting (10)
35 Pixie (3)
36 Bacon slice (6)
37 Temporary
settlement (4)
39 Adversary (3)
41 Giant, colossal (7)
42 Swiss city (6)
43 Went down (9)
44 Big spoon (5)
45 Torn up (8)
50 Proceed (2)
51 Fish (8)
55 Coral island (5)
58 Files a bet (anag)(9)
59 Floating without
steering (6)
60 Enfolded (7)
61 Atmosphere (3)
63 Downfall (4)
64 Amble (6)
65 Kind (3)
66 Brimmed over (10)

68 Area (6)
69 Remove from
socket (6)
71 Triggered off (9)
76 Looking at (6)
77 Type of nut (9)
79 Settle (7)
81 Hair jelly (3)
84 Point of view (5)
85 Fat used for making
pastry (10)
86 Records (5)
87 Poor (5)
88 Suffer adversity
(4,2,4,5)
89 Entertain (5)

DOWN
2 Grinding teeth (6)
3 Telling fibs (5)
5 Has (4)
6 Eulogy (7)
7 Discourages (6)
8 Sea (5)
9 One easily angered
to violence (7)
10 Knife thrust (4)
11 South American
wildcat (6)
12 Legend (5)
13 Discover (4,3)
14 Trouble-maker (7)
18 Officially secret (10)
23 Fulcrum (5)
24 Disease (anag)(7)
26 Unit of land area (7)
27 Shaggy-haired
animal of North
American plains (7)

29 Wander at random
(7)
30 Polish off (6)
31 Soft hat (5)
32 Iran, formerly (6)
34 Prophet (4)
36 Poised for action (5)
38 Foot lever (5)
40 Overly diluted (4)
45 Up until now (2,3)
46 Rancid (7)
47 Obligation (4)
48 Property (6)
49 Patriotic (5)
50 Blatant (7)
52 Breakfast fare (10)
53 Pop (7)
54 Lace hole (6)
55 Stun (7)
56 Male duck (5)
57 Frizzy hairstyle (4)
62 Lukewarm (5)
67 Sweet-scented
posy (7)
68 Sail tackle (7)
70 Illicit sexual
relationship (7)
72 Italian wine (7)
73 Mystery (6)
74 Transported (6)
75 Ousts (6)
76 Young eel (5)
78 Scent (5)
80 Poppy drug (5)
82 Cure (4)
83 Leg joint (4)
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and
experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Read 
Play 
GiveBook Reviews

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Paeroa’s Quinn meets musical hero
The opportunity doesn’t come along 

everyday where people are able to hang 
out with their favourite musical artist, es-
pecially when the artist is an international 
superstar.

But that’s exactly what happened when 
Paeroa’s Quinn Barker, 27, went along to 
see Donavon Frankenreiter’s “tantalising” 
performance at the Tuning Fork in Auck-
land on November 18.

Longtime-fan Quinn told The Profile he 
missed out on the opportunity to see Don-
avon at Coroglen Tavern in 2018, so as soon 
as he saw that Donavon was set to take his 
tour to Aotearoa this year, he said he had 
to get tickets. “My mum and dad had an 
original Donavon Frankenreiter CD in the 
early 2000’s that they would always put in 
our old school Sony MHC 55 stereo, so I’ve 
been hooked ever since. His songs are in all 
my playlists today.”

People might recognise some of Don-
avons biggest hits such as blues folk tune It 
Don’t Matter, which has accumulated more 
than 88 million streams on Spotify alone, 
or Free which has gathered more than 139 
million streams on the same streaming 
service.

Both tunes were Quinn’s favourite of the 
performance - “the classics were even better 
live”, he said.

Donavon just “popped up in the crowd 
next to me” before the gig started, and then 
the two got to chat after the gig as well, 
Quinn said.

He was joined on the tour by son Hen-
drix, and both musicians signed a tour post-
er for Quinn, which he said would be added 
to the man cave once it was framed.

“[Donavon] was so chill and I told him he 
needs to come back to Waihī Beach or per-
form in raglan as they love surfing.”

The music maker told Quinn he wished 
they could stop off for a surf but they had to 

Quinn Barker, left, and Donavon Frankenreiter. 

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

push on to their Wellington show the fol-
lowing day and then the Australian leg of 
the tour, Quinn said.

But according to the Paeroa man, who 
attracted a lot of community support and 
a viral online presence in 2020 for his 
volunteer clean-up work throughout the 
Karangahake Gorge - it was a tantalising 
experience to see and meet the musician he 
looked up to, he said.

The best part about meeting Donavon, he 
said, was just seeing him perform and “vibe 
with the crowd”.

“Having a short yarn with him showed 
me how good of a guy he is, so genuine and 
positive which reflects in his music.”

The only disappointment was that Quinn 
couldn’t offer Donavon a taste of home.

“I was gonna shout him an L&P at the bar 
but they didn’t have any.”

Lessons on Living - by Nigel 
Latta
Much loved and recently de-
ceased author Nigel Latta’s 
simple psychological toolkit 
for life’s ups and downs. 
More than 30 years’ work-
ing as a clinical psychologist, 
Nigel Latta assembled a per-
sonal toolkit based on three 
simple principles. These principles helped him 
to be more resilient, joyful and and attuned to 
what matters most. The same principles have 
helped him with some difficult times as well, 
like his own incurable cancer diagnosis. But 
they also helped him find his way to the wom-
an who became the great love of his life. Full 
of wisdom for every conceivable conundrum, 
Lessons on Living will show the way through 
everything from parenting to empire-building, 
and help you find the strength within you to do 
the things that need to be done with clear in-
tent and purpose.

Exit Strategy - (Jack Reacher 
#30) by Lee and Andrew 
Child
Jack is back and fans won’t be 
disappointed. Jack Reacher 
will make three stops today. 
Not all of them were planned 
for. First - a Baltimore coffee 
shop. A seat in the corner, 
facing the door. Black coffee, 
two refills, no messing about. 
A minor interruption from two of the custom-
ers, but nothing he can’t deal with swiftly. As 
he leaves, a young guy brushes against him in 
the doorway. Instinctively Reacher checks the 
pocket holding his cash and passport. There’s 
no problem. Nothing is missing. Second - a 
store to buy a coat. Nothing fancy. Something 
he can ditch when he heads to warmer climes. 
Large enough to fit a man the size of a bank 
vault. As he pulls out his cash, he finds some-
thing new in his pocket. A handwritten note. A 
desperate plea for help. Third - wherever this 
bend in the road takes him. Impressed by the 

guy’s technique and intrigued by the message, 
Reacher makes it his mission to find out more... 
get ready rip through another gripping adven-
ture.

Gravity Let Me Go - by Trent 
Dalton
Trent Dalton, Australia’s #1 
bestselling author, returns 
with the astonishing Gravity 
Let Me Go - a story you won’t 
ever forget. There are 1000 
stories up and down your 
street. There are 9000 stories 
in your neighbourhood. This 
is the one about true crime journo Noah Cork, 
and the most important story he almost missed 
in pursuit of his dreams. Dark, gritty, hilarious 
and unexpected, Gravity Let Me Go is a novel 
about marriage and ambition; truth-telling and 
truth-omitting; self-deception and self-preser-
vation. It’s a novel about the stories we want to 
tell the world and those we shouldn’t, and how 
the stories we keep locked away are so often 
the stories that come to define us. It’s the story 
of a murder. It’s the story of a marriage. It’s the 
story of a lifetime.

Santa & Son - by David Wal-
liams
Talk about the perfect Christ-
mas gift for kids! David Wal-
liams returns with his first 
Christmas caper – packed full 
of hilarious toy-shop action! 
Hilarious seasonal adventure 
from king of kids comedy. A 
fun, funny and heartwarm-
ing story for the whole family It’s the night of 
Christmas Eve. In the most famous toy shop in 
the world, a robbery is underway. The shop’s 
Santa and his son are locked inside with the 
baddies. Can our heroes stop them using just 
the toys in the shop as weapons? Pogo sticks! 
Bouncy balls! Remote-controlled helicopters! 
Bubble guns! Slime! Slinkies! Stink bombs! 
Santa & Son is a hilarious action adventure, 
and sure to become a Christmas classic.



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $3175 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3500 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5800

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

glass & glazingelectrical services

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil constructionbuilder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

40%
off*

Custom Fabrics
217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

off*

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

curtains

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Ph: 0800 862 6362
valleyfuneralservices.com

• Pre-Planning
• Direct Cremation

•  Traditional &  
Bespoke Funerals

TALK TO US ABOUT

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki & Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

Goodbye
Saying goodbye is one of life’s most profound 
and emotionally charged moments. It’s a 
bittersweet act with immense importance, 
especially concerning our loved ones. 

Taking the time to say goodbye holds deep 
significance beyond spoken words.

Celebrations of Life provide us with the 
opportunity to remember, reflect and to 
say goodbye. We need to grieve, we need to 
be with people to give and receive support. 
Funerals are for the living, and play an 
important role in the grieving process.

Saying goodbye offers an opportunity 
to express our emotions and feelings. It 
allows us to convey our gratitude, love, 
and appreciation to those who have been a 
significant part of our lives.

Goodbyes provide closure, enabling us to 
move forward with a sense of resolution. 
When we take the time to say goodbye, we 
acknowledge the past and embrace the future. 

This sense of closure can help us find peace in 
moments of transition and change.

The importance of



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring
Supply & Installati on for 
Domesti c & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz

flooring

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

‘Old-fashioned dance’ raises 
funds for new kitchen
The second annual old-fashioned dance/

social at Tapu Hall was a huge success 
both in terms of bringing friends and neigh-
bours together and fundraising for a new 
Hall kitchen, organisers say.

“Tapu Hall isn’t about the building, it is 
about the community.  Having said that, 
having a sound, solid and serviceable hall is 
essential and on a rainy October night the 
Thames Coast community - stretching from 
Thames to Kereta - turned up in support.”

Over the past 75 years, the Tapu Hall 
kitchen served hundreds of pot luck din-
ners, wedding breakfasts and buffet meals. 
Countless sausage rolls have been served 
from the pie warmer and thousands of 
cups of tea have been poured from the big 
stainless-steel teapots. 

However, now it’s time for a kitchen 
renovation, with the community coming 
together and generously contributed to the 
cause.

The queue to buy raffle tickets nearly 
reached the door, a spokesperson said.

“The prizes were amazing - a fishing char-
ter, artisan-welded sculpture, laundry bas-
kets filled with goodies and fresh produce, 
and there were items to auction as well.”

The theme of the night was ‘R’ which 
brought out rodeo queens, rock ‘n rollers, 

racing drivers and even a road cone. The 
door prices were kept affordable so no one 
would feel left out, yet the generosity of 
those who attended was unmatched.

“The event was dubbed as being ‘old-
fashioned’, but having fun with your com-
munity is more important now than ever 
these days when loneliness is now consid-
ered ‘epidemic’ and a major public health 
concern.  

“So it was great to see all ages having a 
fun night together - dancing to a live band, 
taking part in contests, and enjoying a 
delicious supper of everything you would 
expect at a dance at the hall: mini pies, as-
paragus rolls, cheese puffs, pizza, sausage 
rolls and platters of home baked cakes and 
slices.”  

The Tapu Hall is overseen by the Tapu 
Domain Flat Hall and Community Trust 
Board, which receives financial support 
from Thames-Coromandel District Council.

 Its Triennial General Meeting was 
planned for November 20, with all Board 
positions open for nominations and a 
chance for people to make suggestions 
about ways the Hall can serve the commu-
nity going forward.  
DETAILS: For more information, contact Barrie 
Russek, Ph 021 868 807.

Supporters enjoy the Tapu Hall ‘old-fashioned dance’ fundraising event.           Photos: SUPPLIED 

Treasury Talks: Christmas in Thames
In the first of a series of Treasury Talks, 
Althea Loveday will be presenting her talk, 
Christmas in Thames – 1900, which organ-
isers say is not what you would expect.  

“The ghosts of Christmases past, or at 
least ghosts from the year 1900, will be 
pleased that their story is being retold at 
The Treasury on December 6 at 2pm”, a 
spokesperson said. 

“The doors open at 1pm, and attendees 
are invited to browse the Treasury’s full 
collection of True Tales books and other 
publications from the Coromandel Heritage 
Trust, accompanied by background harp 
music and light refreshments.

“The publications are packed with stories 
from around the Coromandel and Hauraki 

area – there are some stories about ghosts 
and some about Christmases, but all are 
written by local authors.”

For anyone who can’t make it to the 
Treasury Talk but have an interest in find-
ing family or information at The Treasury, 
the Reading Room is open for research 
from 11-3pm Wednesday to Saturday with 
the help of volunteer researchers.

To find out more, book a guided tour of 
The Treasury and Archive, or volunteer for 
The Coromandel Heritage Trust, please 
contact kiaora@thetreasury.org.nz. Fees 
apply to research and tours.
DETAILS: Treasury Talks: Christmas in Thames, 
December 6 from 1pm at The Treasury, 705 
Queen St, Thames. Entry $5. 



who love animals - a lot of us have got 
pets as well,” David said. 

“We tried in every way and we’re 
mindful of the animals. But in saying 
that, we’re also mindful that the SPCA 
is actually closer to venues like the gun 
club and the airfield where you’re also 
going to have noise. And our event… 
with the fireworks display going off, it 
lasted for 12 minutes.”

The SPCA made a call for volunteers 
to help soothe the animals during the 
display, and had music playing and 
people sitting with each animal over the 
evening. 

The school is now looking ahead to 
the 2026 event, and is hoping to find 
community sponsors to help cover ex-
penses. 

“We had to invest quite a bit of money 
because fireworks aren’t that cheap - 
we’ll end up making probably a small 
profit, but a lot of it’s gone in outlaying 
and setting up the event,” David said. 

“It was a fundraiser for our play-
ground, but overall, our intention was a 
community event to bring the commu-
nity together for a fun, family-friendly 
atmosphere. And I feel like we’ve 
achieved that,” Julie said. 

The final amount raised had not yet 
been calculated when 
The Profile went to 
print.

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday
Storage

Storage
TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

NEED STAFF? 
GOT 

SOMETHING 
TO SELL?

Advertise in 
The Valley 
Profile 

and get results!
Phone Nikki: 
022 130 3885 

Phone Davidda: 
022 174 3988

Last month’s 
winner of  the 

lotto ticket 
was Robert 

Burnside, who 
found Pete in 
the November 
18th edition in 

the Brokenshire 
& Ross advert. 
Go to page 2 

for details 
on how to enter.

Church Notices Farm Services

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James). You want 
the truth, it’s all here. 
Come help us read 
and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Handyman

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Wanted to Buy

Builders

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033

Safe n Sound Storage

www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944
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Public Notice

Public Notice

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

Small Aluminium 
dinghy up to 10 FT, 
must be in good 
condition. NO trailer 
wanted. TEXT OR PH 
0211387860  

• Carpentry
• Painting
• Plastering
• Tiling
40 years experience
Shane 027 480 5586

Sheep Shearing Services
Mobile shearing, crutching, 
hoof trimming & drenching
For lifestyle block owners, 

competitive rates
Call Richard 022 128 0852 

Or email 
richard.collier@xtra.co.nz 

for details

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Top Shelf Painting 
Trade qualified painters 
New builds/
renovations/roofs/
harness work 
Nothing to big or small 
Give me a call for a 
topshelf paint finish 
0278777041

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
December 7, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speaker: Kay Moore & 
bring a small plate

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of the Ngatea Santa Parade event. 
The following road will be closed to ordinary 
vehicular traffic for the period indicated 
below. During the period of closure 
provision will be made for ordinary vehicular 
traffic, which would otherwise use the road, 
to use alternative routes.
Period of closure:  Thursday 11 December 
2025, 5:30pm to 7:30pm
Road to be closed in Ngātea: 
• SH2 (Orchard East Rd) from Kaihere Rd to 

Darlington St.
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the period of closure
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Temporary  
Road Closure

Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of a Motorsport Rally Tarmac 
Sprint event. The following road will be 
closed to ordinary vehicular traffic for 
the period indicated below. During the 
period of closure provision will be made 
for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative 
routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 14 December 
2025, 7.00am to 6.00pm.
Road to be closed: Rotokohu Road (RP 
6.1350 – 7.720)
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the period of closure.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Fireworks fundraiser 
debuts with a bang
Thames’ inaugural family fireworks 

show is set to be an annual event, 
with organisers at Moanataiari School 
calling it a “huge success”. 

Light It Up Thames was held on No-
vember 8 at Rhodes Park, to fundraise 
for Moanatairi School’s new playground.

Around 4000 people attended the 
gala, which had food, entertainment and 
stalls, and culminated in a 12-minute 
professional fireworks display. 

School Parents and Teachers Asso-
ciation member Julie White said the 
feedback from the community was over-
whelmingly supportive. 

“It was just really cool to see the com-
munity out and about and enjoying 
something within Thames,” she said. 

“While the fireworks were going on, 
I had a young family next to me and I 
heard the little boy say, ‘oh, this is the 
best day of my life’. So hearing that 
and the buzz around town afterwards, I 
think it was all worth it.”

School principal David Brock agreed, 
saying several people had contacted the 
school to express their gratitude and of-
fer further donations towards the play-
ground. 

There was some concern on social 
media about the location ahead of the 
event, with people worried the site at 
Rhodes Park was too close to the local 
SPCA and pony club, and would cause 
distress to the animals. 

But David said the school had careful-
ly considered the location, and had com-
municated with neighbouring properties 
ahead of the night. “There aren’t any 
other venues in town which have access 
to things like parking, lighting, water 
supply, electricity, and all the things 
that you need for a major event like that. 
Even the sheer space, because we had to 
have a large exclusion zone because of 
the fireworks,” David said. 

“We couldn’t run it at school because 
the Ministry of Education won’t let fire-
works be displayed on school properties. 
There’s nowhere else in Thames that is 
at all [suitable].”

David said the organisers visited the 
SPCA, pound, and pony club several 
weeks ahead of the event, and followed 
up with correspondence. 

“We understand the concern of people 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Thames’ first fireworks event was a great suc-
cess, organisers say.         Photo: SUPPLIED

Santa’s on his way
Paeroa Santa Parade and After Party: Fri-
day December 5, 6pm. 
Thames Santa Parade and Te Kauaeranga 
Whānau Day: Saturday, December 6. The
parade starts 11am cnr of Cochrane/Pol-
len Streets. Whanau Day and Prize Giving: 
Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga (Thames South 
School), 12 - 3pm. 
Tairua Christmas Market with Santa’s Grot-
to: Saturday December 6, from 9am - 1pm 
at the Tairua Community Hall. 
Waihī Christmas at the Lake: December 7 
from 2pm - 6pm at Gilmore Lake. 
Ngatea Christmas Parade: Thursday Decem-
ber 11 from 5.45pm - 6.45pm.
Coromandel Town Christmas Parade & 
Christmas Market: Sunday, December 14, 
11.30am. Starts from Coromandel Hotel 
(Top Pub) and finishes at the Area School. 
Matarangi Santa Parade: Saturday Decem-

ber 20, from 11am to 11:30am. Parade 
starts cnr Matarangi Drive and Fernhill Rise 
heading towards the shopping centre.
Whitianga Santa Parade: Saturday Decem-
ber 13, Parade starts at 1pm 
Whangamatā Christmas Parade and Fair: 
Saturday December 13 from 11am-4pm. 
The fair kicks off at Williamson Park from 
11am. The Lions Club Christmas Parade fol-
lows at the new time of 1pm along Port Rd. 

It’s that time of year when Santa hits 
the streets, bringing excitement and 
joy to Hauraki-Coromandel towns.



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     December 2, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 23

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale 

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa, open

Mondays and Thursdays, or 
Ph 022 174 3988

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

SPORTS

Mia Kauhou of Miller Ave School releases the shot put, left, while Netherton’s Harper Howard, 11, sprints the track.

Rubylee Johnstone, 11, from Mercury Bay Area School clears the high jump.

Alex Edmeades, 8, of Parawai School.

Hikutaia’s Noah King, 10, left, zooms to the finish line.

Ready, set, go!
The Thames Valley Athletics day on November 21 saw 
students from all around the region compete in a range 
of track and field events. Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA 
popped along with a camera and gave it her best shot-put.

Students sprint off for the 800 metre race.             Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Jemimah Koniferedi of of Kerepēhi.

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

St Francis School’s Ambrose Fahey, 8, powers up the shot-put. 
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 1177cEastCoastRoad

56.9692ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Wed17Dec2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.45amWed3Dec&Wed10Dec
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Privateandelevatedwithseaviews
Risingacross the foothills southofKaiaua, this56-hectare (moreor less) landholding takes insweepingviewsover the
FirthofThamesandtowards theCoromandelRanges.Withnomaindwelling, youcanshapethesetting tosuityour
plans,withseveral elevatedpositionssuited toanewbuildandsupportedbysolidaccess.Theblock isbalanced for
grazing,withpractical farm improvementsandadependablespring-fedsupply.Weekendscanshiftbetweenthe
HaurakiRail Trail, theWaharauandHunuaRanges,or timeonthewater justacross the road.Aplacewithscale,
outlook, androomtocreatesomethingenduring.

bayleys.co.nz/2630176

Kaiaua 10RuaOnePlace

1,557sqm 3 2 3
AskingPrice $1,350,000
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Contemporarycalmbythesea
Setat thewater’sedgeonapeacefulno-exit lane, thiselevatedproperty takes inexpansiveviewsacross theFirthof
Thames to theCoromandelandHunuaRanges.Crafted fordurabilityandthoughtful coastal living, the three-
bedroom, three-ensuitehomefeaturesanupstairskitchenanddownstairskitchenette.Expansivewindows frame
uninterruptedoceanvistas,whilea rimubenchtopaddswarmth.Solidconcretewallsandnative timberdetailsensure
characterand longevity.Adumbwaiteraidsconvenience, andaDolomite filtrationsystemwith75,000Lwater
storageboostspracticality.Thesite’sgeneroussizeallowspotential subdivision (subject tocouncil approval),
supporting futuregrowth.

bayleys.co.nz/2630046
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $999,000
View 12.15-12.45pmSun7Dec
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Outstandingvalue– $210kbelowGV
Privately setwithanelevatedoutlook, thiscontemporary three-bedroomhomedeliversasenseof spaceandease
across3.2hectares (moreor less).The light-filledkitchen,diningand livingarea formsasocial centrepiece, featuring
modernappliances, an islandbenchandawell-designedbutler'spantry.Themaster suite includesanensuiteand
generouswalk-inwardrobe, complementedbytwofurtherbedroomsandasecond livingarea.Slidingdoorsopento
agenerousdeck,offeringsmooth flowandsweepingviews.Adoublegarage, shedding, solarpower foradded
efficiency,grazing landandboundaryaccess toastony-bottomriverall addto theappealof thismulti-useacreage.

bayleys.co.nz/2316097

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waitakaruru 108CanalWestRoad

94.9ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 18Dec2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12.30-1.30pmTue9Dec
KarlDavis0508838383karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Versatiledairyholdingwith roomtogrow
Securea flat94-hectare (moreor less)dairyunit supplyingOpenCountryDairy95,000kgMSfor2025.Awell-
organised20-a-sideherringboneshedwith 16-tonnesilo leadsa line-upof sheds,haybarns, a stand-offpadanda
workshop.Councilwater, loam-over-claysoils, about40paddocks, strong fencingandacentral racesupport steady
daily flow.The 1960s three-bedroomhomeoffers solidcomfort foranowner-operatoror staff.Close toWaitakaruru
andNgatea,withschooling, coastandmajorcentresnearby, itblendsproductive farmingwithbalanced living.

bayleys.co.nz/2630174
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waitakaruru 165CanalRoadEast

77.4851ha
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 18Dec2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed3Dec&12-1pmMon15Dec
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Perfect first farm-callingall sharemilkers
Aproductive77.4-hectare (moreor less)dairy farmwithstrongHaurakiPlains soils. Its straightforward layoutsuitsa
first farmorasteadyaddition toawiderportfolio.Theblock isa tidy rectangle inpracticalpaddocksoffacentral race.
Infrastructure includesa22ASHBshed(2009), four-baycalfbarn,workshop, storageshed,haybarnanda230-cow
feedpad.Watercomes fromameteredcouncil line, andthe flat landholdsconsolidatedpeatoverclay.The large
three-bedroomhomeoffersgenerous livingspaces.Close toNgatea, services, schooling, coastandbush.Sellerswant
soldbeforeChristmas.

bayleys.co.nz/2630138

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waitakaruru 376StateHighway25

97.3ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 18Dec2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmTue9Dec
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Awell-placeddairyunitwithscaleandpotential
Setacross three titleswithpracticalupgrades, thisestablisheddairyunit sits inahandyspotclose to townshipsand
favouredholidayareas.With theowner ready for theirnext step, it’swellplaced for someonetocontinueaproven
operation.The farmspans97hectares (moreor less)of flat land forefficient, straightforwardmanagement.A
20-asideherringboneshedanchors themilkingsystem, supportedbyextrashedding.Water isviameteredcouncil
supply for reassurance indrier spells.Afour-bedroomhomekeepsyouclose to the farm’sdaily rhythm.Just9.3
kilometres fromNgatea, you’renear strongschoolingandkeyagricultural services.The farmwill besoldonauction
day.

bayleys.co.nz/2630173
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kereta 1082ThamesCoastRoad

3 3 4 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 11Dec2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coastal charm-seaviews
Positionedonanelevated9,971sqm(moreor less) site, thisbeautifullypresented familyhomeenjoysapeaceful,
shelteredsettingamongstmature treesand landscapedgardens,offeringprivacyandcaptivatingseaviews.The
upper level featuresamasterbedroomwithanensuite, secondbedroom,anda familybathroomwith laundry,while
thekitchen,dining, and loungeareasconnects toadeckwithstunningviewsandtwofireplaces.Downstairsprovides
a lounge, thirdbedroomwithensuite, utility room,andawinecellar.QualityRimu joineryandrenovationsbyarchitect
BrianSharpcombine timelesscharacterwithmoderncomfort. Therearealso20olive treesontheproperty.

bayleys.co.nz/2180874

NEWLISTING

Kopu 74Kanukarise

2.3456ha

AskingPrice $895,000
Viewbyappointment
RobynCruickshank0273087110
robyn.cruickshank@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Premiumlifestyleopportunitywithstunningviews
Approximately2.3hectares (moreor less)ofbeautifullypositioned land,offeringanexceptionalblendof lifestyle,
outlook, andcharacter.

Theproperty featuresacharmingrustic shed,awelcomingentranceway,andanelevated, flatbuildingsite that
capturessweepingviewsover theFirthandbeyond.ScatteredKanukaandManuka treesaddnatural charmanda
senseofprivacy,while still leavingplentyofopenspace.

Arareoffering inapremiumsetting, readyandwaiting foryourdreamhome.Quitesimply,oneof the finest lifestyle
sites in town.

bayleys.co.nz/2180894
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

New Paeroa mural tells tales of the land
Paeroa’s newest mural was of-

ficially blessed on November 
25, and its name announced as Te 
Pare o te Waitangi ō Hinemuri. 

The colourful mural, depicting 
the local story of a Māori prin-
cess, was painted on the side of 
the E Ronnie’s Cafe on Corbett St 
by Wellington artist Regan Balzer 
over a number of days. 

The project was backed by the 
Paeroa Business Association 
(PBA) with funding from the 
Hauraki District Council Public 
Art Fund, along with contribu-
tions from local businesses. 

The ceremony was attended by 
PBA and council members, locals, 
and business owners, along with 
the Te Kura Tuatahi o Paeroa, 
Paeroa Central School kapa haka 
group, who performed in rec-
ognition of the mural’s theme 
embracing the local stories and 
worldview of this region’s mana 
whenua (people). 

Whaea Chrissy Te Teira, the 
school’s cultural advisor, spoke 
about the mural’s iconography 
and deeper meaning. 

“A lot of what you see on the 
wall today has come from stories 
that have been passed down to 
us… to do with our local or sig-
nificant sites,” she said. 

“This mural represents whaka-
papa, connections to the land-
scape and environment, the 
mana whenua and their relation-
ships to their taiao natural envi-
ronment.”

Included in the mural are rep-
resentations of the mountains 

Karangahake and Tapu Ariki; the 
Ohinemuri River; and the arrival 
of Ngāti Hako. 

A kōtare or kingfisher serves 
as the guardian of the mural and 
perches on the pare or lintel de-
picting the gateway to Hauraki. 

Central to the image is the prin-
cess, who was separated from 

her people and cared for by the 
taniwhā Ureia. 

She represented the ancestors 
of the people of Hauraki, Chrissy 
said, along with the knowledge 
and spirit of the land. 

“Literally Te Waitangi ō Hine-
muri means the sobbing cries of 
Hine who had been left behind, 

and these tears are the rushing 
sounds of the river,” Chrissy said. 

The mural was also a celebra-
tion of Māori women, Chrissy and 
Regan said. 

“Ō Hinemuri - Hine means fe-
male, muri is behind,” Regan said.

“There’s a saying in Te Aō 
Maori [which] is acknowledging 

ngā hāpai o ki muri. Ki muri is 
the people who do the work be-
hind the scenes because it’s those 
people who are often unacknowl-
edged that get things happening 
and get things working.”

Te Kura Tuatahi o Paeroa kapa haka group performs 
next to the finished mural.      Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air


