Thames residents light the way to Christmas, P3
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By KELLEY TANTAU

s it marks 100 years standing

long Paeroa’s main street,

the RSA and Citizens Club is on

the brink of a major transforma-

tion; earthquake strengthening

and a long-awaited restoration
are finally within reach.

But getting to this point hasn’t
been simple. For years, the club
has been working to secure the
funds needed to carry out the re-
medial work required under the
country’s earthquake-strength-
ening rules introduced after the
2011 Christchurch earthquake.

Since then, the Building
(Earthquake-prone  Buildings)
Amendment Act 2016 has re-
quired councils across the coun-
try to assess older buildings using
a consistent national standard.

If a building scored under 37
per cent New Building Code
[NBC], it would be considered
earthquake-prone and must be
strengthened or demolished
within a set deadline.

With support from the Hauraki
District Council and Community
Matters, the Paeroa RSA com-
missioned engineering assess-
ments and received a final rating
of just 15 per cent NBC, and the
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building was formally declared
earthquake-prone in September,
2020, with the organisation hav-
ing until May, 2032, to complete
strengthening work.

But because the building had
heritage protection, demolition
was not an option.

This left the RSA with the cost- .

ly task of fundraising for major
strengthening work or eventually
abandoning the building.

For Paeroa RSA president
John Hallett, the latter wasn’t
an option. “It has been a busy 12
months,” he told The Profile.

Fundraising has been ongo-

ing since 2020, with community =
events, raffles, public donations, #f
and member support all helping §

to cover the $110,000 cost of seis-
mic reports, detailed engineering
designs, and building consents.
Now, as the year draws to a
close and the building’s cente-
nary approaches, the RSA has
secured a grant covering 66 per
cent of the work from the Lot-
teries Grants Board through its
Heritage and Community Service
funds, totalling $480,000.
To complete the full restora-
tion, it will still need to raise
CONTINUED ON P2
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Major upgrade for Paeroa

RSA in 100th year

CONTINUED FROM P1
an additional $60,000 in early 2026.

John said the extra funding wouldn’t
delay the strengthening itself but was
needed for important related improve-
ments, including upgrades to the se-
curity and fire alarm systems, repairs
to the toilet block and garage roof, and
car park resurfacing.

A former civil engineer, John’s mo-
tivation to see the RSA restored to its
former glory stems from a family con-
nection.

His dad was a returned serviceman
and was “very much an RSA support-
er”, he said.

“So the RSA has been in the back-
ground all my life... and I mean, it is an
iconic building.

“I firmly believe it has two functions
now in the community. Originally, it
was purely to look after the returned
servicemen, but now it’s also to pro-
vide a community facility.”

And while his forte in engineering
was more to do with roads, pavements,
bitumen, and crushed rock, John has
been at the forefront of the Paeroa RSA
building’s future-proofing; though he
emphasised it had been a team effort
all the way.

The Paeroa RSA and Citizens Club on

Belmont Rd. Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

“The members got behind us, and I
remember sitting with the committee
after getting the second report and say-
ing: ‘Look, the next step is a detailed
design. We're going to have to spend
$85,000’. And I said: ‘We’re probably
planting trees that we’ll never actually
get to sit in the shade of’.

“The committee said: ‘No, do it. Oth-
erwise, this club has got no future. If
we'’re going to be there for future gen-
erations, then we need to do this’.”

It’s hoped the restoration will begin
in the first-half of 2026.

DETAILS: To help with donations or for more
information, contact the RSA president at:
paeroarsa@xtra.co.nz.

Thames info
centre closed after
smelly assault

The Thames Information Centre was
forced to close early on December 11 af-
ter a “health and safety incident” left the
building smelling badly and in need of
santitising.

The Thames Business Association said
the incident occurred in the courtyard
outside the information centre, when a
man and a woman became involved in an
argument which escalated into the man
throwing a “foul-smelling substance” at
the woman.

Sue Lewis-O’Halloran from the Thames
Business Association said the incident
was very unpleasant.

“I didn’t see it happen, [but] It was just
like he dumped it all over her front and
her top,” she said.

“[The cleaner] came around and said,
‘this woman, I'm trying to get her cleaned
up because she was covered in whatever
it was’.”

Thames-Coromandel District Council
and their contracted cleaning company,
Green by Nature, were very responsive
over the incident and cleaned and power-
washed the area, but the stench lingered
on for some time, Sue said.

“It was extremely embarrassing... all
these people were pouring off the bus and
the stench was still pretty bad,” she said.

“It’s very unpleasant for visitors com-
ing to our town.”
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Thames residents hght

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
hristmas is drawing near,
and for one Thames couple
that means it’s time to deco-
rate.

Jubin Jose and his wife,
Neyoni Job, have been deco-
rating their Banks St home
with Christmas-themed lights
and decorations for the past
half a decade. Every year their
display grows bigger, with

rything’s up, and people start
watching... It’s so, so good.”

This year, J ub1n has added
Santa’s sleigh to the display.
Visitors are encouraged to
wander around in the front
garden and get their photos
taken in the sleigh, he said.

“We started building the
sleigh four months back,” he
said.

“One of my friends is an art-
ist. He drew the lines on the

new lights and plywood and I

features added to €€ made the [light]

delight the resi- When ever y- pattern.”

dents of Thames.  thing’s up, and  Theother lights
“We just did a in the garden were

little [display] five ~ P€OPIE STart  jicalled with the

years back, and watchi ng... [t 5 help of Jubin’s

the amount of electrician brother.

people that came $0, sO0 g OOd “Most of the

to see it was just - Neyoni Job lights we bring

back from India

astonishing,” Ju-
bin said.

“We're trying to add more
every year. The kids, they love
it. So we thought, you know,
we’ll just keep going.”

The idea was inspired by ar-
eas in Hamilton and Auckland
where whole streets put up
lights at Christmas time.

“It’s for the kids and the peo-
ple in the community... there’s
not much in Thames,” he said.

“I couldn’t quite agree [five
years ago]... it was quite a lot
of money and effort to set up,”
Neyoni added.

“I thought it would be a
waste of time. But when eve-

where my hometown is, be-
cause it’'s way cheaper than
here,” he said.

“We turned them on from the
last weekend of November... it
took some time and effort for
us to do them all.”

But the feedback from the
community has been worth it.

“They’re saying they’ve never
seen anything like this, it’s
amazing, thank you for doing
this every year. And even peo-
ple bring me flowers,” Jubin
said.

DETAILS: The light display
runs from approximately 8.30-
11.30pm each night on Banks St.
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Y

the way to Christmas
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Above: Jubin Jose and Neyonl Job with their custom- made Santa slelgh
Below: The Christmas display is an eye-catching sight at night.

the year.

Without the support of the community Hato Hone St John would
hot be able to provide those programmes and services that help to

Hato Hone
St John

Thank you to our supporters, suppliers and sponsors.
To all of our supporters, suppliers and sponsors, thank you
very much for the support that you have provided to us through

strengthen our community’s resilience.

Thank you to our volunteers and staff.

V VVVYVYVVYV

Thank you for your dedicated service and contribution to your

the volunteers that help with our Opportunity Retail Shop
the volunteers and staff that run our Health Shuttles
the volunteer Friends of the Emergency Department / Hospital
the Patron, volunteers and staff of the Thames Area Committee
the volunteers and staff on our Ambulances
the youth and their volunteer leaders in our Youth programme
the volunteer Caring Callers

the members of the Order of St John of Jerusalem

community through Hato Hone St John.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous and happy

New Year

St John - Iocal people servmg the needs of our communlty
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Wishing you a
Happy Holiday Season

Kia ora koutou,

As we head into the holidays, | hope everyone will take extra
care on our roads as people move around our district.

This time of year is also a great chance to slow down and enjoy
all the simple things Hauraki offers. Spend a day at the beach,
have a picnic at your local domain, or cool off at one of our
pools. Some of my best childhood memories

were made doing exactly that with my own

whanau. -
After a big year, | hope you get the chance e g
to catch your breath, keep that spark T
of positivity. And as always, let’s keep S e &
looking out for one another. B

o A s
Wishing you all a safe and happy A ok
Christmas and New Year. A il i 7
Nga mihi, I

Toby Adams
Mayor, Hauraki District Council

Be a community hero

GET ANTENNO

Join our Hauraki Antenno community
to get Council alerts, notifications and
reminders direct to your mobile phone.

You'll never miss out on important, useful information or consultations
that matter to you and your property. You can also report issues or
ideas to us through Antenno.

Download the free app today! .’ X’f,}',"aﬁ{’g}“; ] [ > %TCI)ToOgNIe Play ]
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16 December 2025
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Council Services Holiday Hours
24 December 2025 to 5 January 2026

Council Offices

All service centres will be closed from 12 noon on Wednesday 24 December
2025, and will reopen from 8am Monday 5 January 2026.

For any enquiries you can still call 07 862 8609 or freephone 0800 734 834
(from within the District) 24 hours/7 days a week.

All libraries will be closed from 12 noon on Wednesday 24 December 2025.
Normal hours will resume from Monday 5 January 2026.

Swimming Pools

All pools will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Other days the pools will be open as per the usual schedule:
* Monday to Friday: 6-9am Lane swimming, and
9am - 6pm Public swimming
e Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays: 11am to 5pm
Public swimming.

Refuse Transfer Stations

Paeroa and Waihi RTS
Closed on 25 and 26 December 2025, and 1 and 2 January 2026.
Open on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday, 10am to 4pm
Closed on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Please note - the last day for RTS Vehicle Registration is
17 December and will open again 5 January.

Ngatea Recycling and Green Waste Collection Centre
Recycling bins are available 7 days.
Green Waste can be dropped off on Wednesdays
and Saturdays, 12-4pm.

Kerbside collection days

Place bins at the kerbside by 7.30am

Rubbish + Recycling +
Food scraps Food scraps

Areas 22-27 December 29 Dec to 3 Jan
Christmas week New Year week
Whiritoa, Waihi (Zonel) Mon 29 December

Waiht (Zone 2),
Waikino, Mackaytown,

Mon 22 December

Tue 23 December Tue 30 December

Karangahake

Ker_epehl, TL_Jrua, REIEIE, Wed 24 December Wed 31 December
Ngatea, Waitakaruru

Paeroa *Sat 27 December *Sat 3 January

* Paeroa collections days will be 2 days later than usual due to
Christmas and New Year public holiday

Scan the QR code to view the 2026 Kerbside Collection Calendar
for your area at www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/collection-days

Hauraki District Council | William Street, PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640 | Phone 07 862 8609 | www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz
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Since we began our series on metham-

The Profile also understands Police have

Eyes and ears: co__mmulty urged to act

phetamine, The Profile has received a
huge amount of feedback from read-
ers about the impact this drug has had
- on them, their neighbours, friends,
and family. Community leaders are
also chiming in, with plans to trespass
Danby Field squatters before Christ-
mas. They’ve also called for members
of the public to take action. ALICE
PARMINTER reports.

Thames Community Board (TCB) chair
Adrian Cattran is calling on members
of the public to report any and all suspi-
cious activity to Police in a bid to push back
against crime, violence, and social damage
caused by the drug, methamphetamine.

His comments follow a statement from
Police praising an anonymous whistleblow-
er from Whangamata, whose information
helped them apprehend a 34-year-old man
now facing charges of possessing metham-
phetamine for supply.

“Our confidential informants are the real
heroes here,” Sergeant Will Hamilton said.

“This great catch was a direct result of in-
formation provided to Police by members of
the public. Thanks to the information they
have given us, we were able to intercept a
significant amount of methamphetamine,
that was packaged and ready for sale to vul-
nerable members of our community.”

Statistics obtained by The Profile show
assaults in Thames and Kopi increased an
average of 125 per cent between between
May and October this year, compared to the
same period last year. Theft has risen an av-
erage of 38 per cent for the same period.

Adrian said Thames no longer felt safe for
a large proportion of the community, many
of whom were elderly, and community
hm(imbers needed to do what they could to

elp.

Rough sleepers in Danby Fleld may soon need to find somewhere else to live. Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

“We need every single resident and rate-
payer to be the eyes and ears of the Police
and ring 105 and report where there’s in-
creased activity around a residential house,
for example... That way the Police can build
up an intelligence process so they can then
work out a plan,” Adrian said.

“The more people who phone in with in-
formation about where activities out of the
norm are taking place, then the quicker we
can get on top of this problem.”

The community board would also be doing
its part, Adrian said.

“Our board members are prepared to get
behind a campaign where we can install
more CCTV cameras in town... There was

some reticence in earlier days about the Pri-
vacy Act. My argument is, if they’re doing
what they’re doing and it’s legal, then they’ve
got no fear,” he said.

“We have just got to move into the 21st
century and install cameras under our ve-
randahs here in Pollen St.

“But cameras on their own are not suf-
ficient. We need business owners, property
owners, to start ensuring that the lights are
on underneath their verandas at night.”

Adrian said the board would discuss the
measures at its February meeting, and had
already spoken to Police about optimal plac-
es to install cameras in the central business
area.

been working with Thames-Coromandel
District Council, the Ministry of Social De-
velopment and local iwi to tackle the issue
of the rough sleeper encampment in Danby
Field behind Porritt Park playground, with
the aim of trespassing any squatters before
Christmas. The Profile contacted council
and Police for comment.

Adrian said he welcomed such initia-
tives, and would ideally like to see the trees
cleared from the area as well to deter people
from returning,

“The drug dealers, the drug users, the
rough sleepers, the homeless, they’'ve built
themselves a little circle who congregate in
various parts around town and it becomes
like a sort of club...

“That saddens me because lots of them
have got huge potential,” Adrian said.

“Ngati Maru are doing a wonderful job in
the background, unbeknown to most people
in town to endeavour to rehome and help
these people, but as the old case is that drugs
are far more exciting than living in a house
and having a roof over your head and being
anormal person.”

The Profile has received many calls over
the past few weeks about suspicious activi-
ties - one person said they regularly get up
to 70 vehicles down their dead-end street
every day, while another spoke of the trau-
matic discovery of a drug-related death at
their neighbour’s home.

“I encourage anyone who has information
about drug-related offending, or any other
offending, to please get in touch,” Sergeant
Hamilton said.

“Your identity will be well protected, so
please contact us via 105 or come and see us
at the local station.”

DETAILS: Anonymous reports can also be made
through Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111.
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Coastal birds
to get reprieve

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
Vehicles will no longer be

allowed along a stretch of
Hauraki coastland, over con-
cerns for the safety of endan-
gered birds in the area.

At its December 10 meet-
ing, Hauraki District Council
amended its traffic and park-
ing bylaw to exclude all vehi-
cles except emergency vehicles
from driving on a 10km-stretch
of the Wharekawa Coast beach
between Hauarahi Stream
in Kaiaua, and Pukorokoro
Stream to the south, which in-
cludes Ray’s Rest reserve.

The change follows a request
made to the council by the
Pukorokoro Miranda Natu-
ralists’ Trust, expressing the
need to protect rare Waharau/
Puakorokoro chenier plain birds
and other shorebirds which
nest in the area.

The affected stretch of beach
is also recognised as part of the
Firth of Thames RAMSAR site,
a wetland of international sig-
nificance.

Meanwhile, councillors also
agreed to fund $66,000 for the
installation of solar photovol-
taic and battery systems at four
community facilities in the

, - -
A flock of South Island pied oyster-
catchers at Miranda. File Photo
Hauraki District, to support
resilience in the event of emer-
gencies. The selected sites are
the Paeroa and Ngatea war me-
morial halls, Kerepehi Marae,
and Ngahutoitoi Marae.

The funding will come from
the council’s district communi-
ty projects assistance fund, and
will supplement a $264,000
grant from the Energy Effi-
ciency and Conservation Au-
thority’s community renew-
able energy fund. The systems
are estimated to cost around
$88,000 per site, and are ex-
pected to be fully installed by
September, 2026.
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Caroline Lind, fourth from left, stands among St John staff with the ambulance that now bears her name.

ALICE PARMINTER

New ambulance for Paeroa station

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
fficials gathered at Paeroa’s
Hato Hone St John station
on December 3 for the dedica-
tion of a new ambulance, a first
for the Hauraki town.

The vehicle was purchased
with funds donated by Caroline
Lind.

Caroline told the gathered
crowd she wanted to acknowl-
edge her family’s history by
making a donation that would
benefit the local community.

“It’s just something I wanted
to do. My mum and dad were in
St John ambulance for as long
as I can remember, and I was
a cadet, and my brother was a
cadet... I'm grateful that you
were able to accept it here in
Paeroa,” she said.

The vehicle, bearing the num-

ber 794, is the first brand-new
ambulance the Paeroa station
has received in years.

Head of Order Matters Gary
Salmon was on hand to accept
the keys on behalf of St John,
and said it would be put to good
use.

“During the past 12 months,
the Paeroa ambulance sta-
tion attended, on average, four
emergency calls every day.

“So if we calculate that over
the life of this ambulance, this
ambulance is going to respond
to something like more than
10,000 emergency calls in its
lifetime,” he said.

“The people of Paeroa and
the surrounding districts will
be and are most grateful for
this wonderful donation.”

Area Operations Manager
John Armitt said the vehicle

was a great boon for the re-
sponse team.

“Paramedics work in an un-
stable and sometimes austere
environment, and the only con-
stant in that is the waka ma-
naaki (ambulance),” he said.

“This is our environment,
this is our safe haven, this is
our tool of the trade... It’s safe
to travel in for the patient, fam-
ily, and most of all, my staff.

“Caroline, you are now in-
trinsically linked to this waka
manaaki and Paeroa Station,
and to the paramedics who
will provide care and transport
within this community.”

Ambulance 794 was put into
service immediately following
the ceremony.

Itk lTamil

Journalism

e

FROM THE TEAM AT

‘OPEN ADOPTION: THE-GIFT OF LOVE’

Become a Hato Hone St John
Area Committee volunteer

We are looking for highly motivated volunteers
in Paeroa to join our Area Committee and
support the work of Hato Hone St John locally.

Hato Hone St John Area Committees exist to
provide a local voice to enhance the health

and wellbeing of communities across Aotearoa
New Zealand. This may include supporting
existing Community Health Programmes, as well
as providing ideas for exciting new initiatives that
address the needs of the community.

If you think you have what it takes to support
positives changes in your community we would
love to hear from you.

For further information, please email
cefranklinhaurakicoromandel@stjohn.org.nz or
phone 027 202 3389.

Hato Hone

StJohn
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Good bakes on the rise 1n Haurakl

By KELLEY TANTAU

he newly-formed Hauraki
branch of Good Bitches
Baking is beginning to rise.

After joining the Thames
chapter in August, Christine
Laurenson has since launched
a Paeroa group with a handful
of volunteers on board.

And with plans being cooked
up for further expansion,
Christine said the organisation
was already making a mean-
ingful difference.

Good Bitches Baking [GBB]
is a national organisation
founded in Wellington in 2014,
in which more than 3500 vol-
unteers bake and deliver treats
to nearly 590 organisations
that offer support to those hav-
ing a hard time.

“Starting up the Hauraki
chapter has shown me just how
many people in our communi-
ties are going through tough
times for all sorts of reasons,”
Christine said.

“The support agencies work-
ing quietly behind the scenes
do an incredible job, and the
more I connect with potential
recipients, the more I realise
just how many wonderful or-
ganisations are out there help-
ing people in need.

“There is definitely a need for
GBB here.”

Recently retired, Christine
has a long history in hospitali-
ty and tourism - experience she
said had been invaluable as she
built up a network of bakers
and recipients in the Hauraki.

5 ~z.5.':'

Laurenson has since launched a Paeroa Good Bitches Baking group.

In her “previous life”, she
owned and operated Kopu
Café, managed Pedlars Motel
in Paeroa for three years, and
later started a touring business,
Valley Tours and Transfers,
alongside a shared partnership
in Hauraki Bike Hire, servicing
the Hauraki Rail Trail.

But Christine said she was
drawn to GBB for its simplicity
and heart.

“It felt like a no-brainer for

me,” she said.

“I love helping people and I
love baking. Being part of GBB
has also connected me with
a whole new network of like-
minded friends, not only local-
ly, but across New Zealand who
share the same mission.”

Christine is also focused on
expanding the Hauraki out-
reach even further.

“Because we're in the early
stages of establishing within

Hauraki’s Iatest Good Bltches Baklng team. RIGHT Afterjomlng the Thames chapter in August, Christine

Photos: SUPPLIED

the Paeroa area, our focus has
been on recruiting our wonder-
ful bakers.

“Our aim is to have around
20 bakers on the roster each
month, giving us enough flex-
ibility to cover baking days and
match volunteers’ availability,”
she said.

“At the moment we have
three recipient organisations
receiving weekly baking, and
as we grow we’ll continue ap-

proaching others. My intent is
to expand into Waihi in early
2026, followed by Ngatea and
surrounding areas.”

The Paeroa chapter’s first of-
ficial rostered baking will co-
incide with Christmas giving,
and Christine said her bakers
would no doubt be creative in
bringing “a bit of festivity to
those receiving”.

She also encouraged anyone
wanting to get involved to visit
the Good Bitches Baking web-
site, which explained how to
become a baker or a recipient.

“You don’t need to be a mas-
ter baker - just someone who
can bake with love and wants
to share that kindness with
others,” Christine said.

“Spreading the word is also a
huge help. Letting people know
were here and working to
make a positive impact in the
community is one of the most
valuable ways to support us.”

Trade

Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

SERVICES AVAILABLE:

¢ Key Cutting * Sharpening

¢ Wire Rope Swaging * Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions

¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

READ BROS. HARDWARE

308 Pollen St, Thames

www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

cooper:

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &
BUSINESS ADVISORS

Creating freedom in your business.

07 868 9945
mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

—

Snowden’s

- MENSWEAR -

R M Williams
Heritage Bag.
Skillfully crafted to last

a lifetime.

Classic design for

Town or Country.

$179 each

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056
www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Viking

ROOFING

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,
TPO Enviroclad « Butyl « Epiclad « Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277

EML: davetaylorroofing@gmail.com oy
WWW: davetaylorroofing.co.nz

e

UL UA1T

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

New
season’s
sunnies

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725
07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586
christinesgiftshop@gmail.com
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Waihi
8C Baker Street

No Covenants, Priced to Sell

Flat 486sqm (approx) section down private ROW, no
covenants, easy build near Morgan Park, schools and
town. Ideal for first builders or developers; superb value
with motivated vendors at 8C Baker. Call Brooke
l%dV\l/_!,‘:-)rds for more information.

& 41 eves.conz/ewa21022

.

Waihi
102 Consols Street

Style, Space, and Family Ready

This modern, north-facing home offers three double
bedrooms including a private master suite and open-
plan living with the large covered deck extending your
living outdoors. Beautifully maintained grounds plus
ve;_satile shed provides options.

%@i eves.co.nz/ewa20988

Exceptional. Every day.

Asking Price $289,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

slmm o Gy 125 1 @

Asking Price $750,000
Phone for viewing times
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
12 Kensington Road

Modern Design Meets Low-Maintenance
This well-presented home offers low-maintenance
living on a 449sqm (approx) section. With open-plan
living, walk-in scullery, covered carport access,
generous laundry, garden sheds and aluminum joinery,
Iiit| ci%ivers comfort and convenience.

eves.conz/ewa21014

Waihi
18 Moresby Avenue

Modernised Villa Classic Charm

Fall in love with this beautifully renovated villa. The
spacious open-plan living and dining area is filled with
natural light and enhanced with high ceilings. Two
courtyards that are fully fenced, room for the kids' toys,
I%nc_i the spa pool.

E ! eves.co.nz/ewa20991

@ eves.conz

shmm 1 Gy 125 1 (@)

Asking Price $675,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

shmm 1 Gy 1 2R 1 (@)

Asking Price $639,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Paeroa
8B Shoalhaven Street

Invest Here Buy Me

Vendors have dropped the price, so get in quick and
secure this fantastic property right now. Move into easy,
comfortable, spacious living. Renovated kitchen, new
carpet throughout, single garage with internal access.

i eves.co.nz/ewa20996

o= 1 G 122 1 (@)

Asking Price $459,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
40 Evans Street

Renovation Project with Potential

Positioned on a manageable 459 sqm (approx.) section,
this project needs work, but get stuck in and reap
rewards. Spacious living room with a cosy fireplace. All
bedrooms have built-in storage. Detached single

%ara e.

’é‘%} eves.co.nz/ewal9851

shm 1 Gy 12D 1 (@)

Asking Price $479,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
130 Kensington Road

Family Home in College Location

This home is set on a generous 1765 (approx.) sqgm site,
offering space, privacy, and a rural outlook, all in a
prime location. Open plan living, with a fireplace, and a
heat pump that extends to an entertaining deck. Main
gedroom with ensuite and walk-in robe.

%&i eves.co.nz/ewal9945

sl o G 2 =m 1 (@

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
117 Bulltown Road

Private Garden Oasis and Studio

A property offering privacy, set on well-established
grounds and gardens. The open-plan lounge is warm
and inviting, with a fireplace and a heat pump. A double
garage/workshop plus studio with a bathroom. Call
%ﬁésty for more info and to book a viewing.

m". 1 eves.co.nz/ewal9638

sl o G 125 2 (@)

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Upgraded Hahei Water
Treatment Plant opens

One of the Coromandel’s most iconic
coastal communities now has access to
safe and reliable water with less chance of
water use restrictions during summer’s visi-
tor surge.

The upgraded Hahei Water Treatment
Plant was officially opened on December 10,
celebrating an infrastructure milestone for
the local community.

Deputy Mayor John Grant officiated the
event on Pa Rd, unveiling a plaque to the
plant that has been designed to comply with
the Drinking Water Compliance Rules now
and into the future.

Apart from the 150 properties connected
to the Thames-Coromandel District Council
supply, the plant also makes available safe,
sustainable and reliable water to the Hahei
Water Supply Association that has 171 prop-
erties not previously connected to council
supply.

Deputy Mayor Grant said the opening
marked a significant milestone for Hahei,
bringing to fruition years of work and col-
laboration to provide safe, reliable water to
the area.

The new plant also represented a commit-
ment to the wellbeing of communities, en-
suring every household, business and visitor
had access to safe, reliable drinking water
for decades to come, he said.

Until now, Hahei properties had been ac-
cessing water privately through the associa-
tion. However, ongoing increased demand
- particularly during summer - and gov-
ernment reform have presented significant
challenges for the small coastal community.

“This is more than a water treatment
plant. It is an investment in our future,”
Deputy Mayor Grant said.

The plant has been designed to provide
a flexible supply to cater for future growth
to match population expansion to 2045 and

The upgraded Hahei Water Treatment Plant

from above. Photo: SUPPLIED

beyond, council said.

Council project manager Ian Smith said
there were concerns with scarcity of water
from the existing bore sources in Kotare Re-
serve.

“It was imperative we find another source
to provide a greater capacity of water and
help to futureproof water delivery for the
HélI;ei community,” he said.

The plant draws on the bore opposite 169
Hahei Beach Rd, approximately 1.4km out
of town, which — on its own — can provide
almost 700m3,/day compared to 300 to 350
out of the two Pa Rd bores which fed the as-
sociation’s and council supply.

The new bore will help protect the coastal
aquifer that many, including the local camp-
ing ground, rely on.

The Hahei upgrades follow completed up-
grades to the district’s other water treatment
plants at Whitianga, Tairua, Pauanui, Coro-
mandel Town, Onemana and Whangamata
over the past seven years. Matarangi Water
Treatment Plant is expected to be upgraded
in the new year as the last in the series.

ADVERTISING FE#

Iconic farm a must-see

he Karangahake Gorge’s Bullswool
Farm Park is gearing up for a busy
summer period.

The farm has undertaken some signifi-
cant additions, and has more on offer for
visitors than ever.

Owner-operators Tony and Sue Howse
and their children Matt and Tallis current-
ly run the farm.

“We have opened up a walk to the very
top ridge of the farm,” Sue says.

‘Karangahake’ means ‘Meeting of
the Hunchbacks’, and refers to the two
mountain ranges, the Kaimai-Mamaku
and Coromandel Ranges meeting in the
Gorge,” she says.

“Our Top Rock walk sits in the middle
of the Ranges, and offers magnificent
views out over the Hauraki Plains. It is a
challenging but achievable walk for most
people of moderate fitness levels.”

The farm’s unique new Goat Walk posi-

tioned beside the farm’s reception allows
visitors to interact with the resident Anglo
Nubian Goats, an elegant African milking
breed that is known for its friendly nature
and long floppy ears.

“Their ears work as a cooling system,
having blood travel around their large
ears cools them down on hot days, much
the same as elephant and donkey’s ears
work too,” Sue said.

A soon-to-open Coffee and Real Fruit
Ice Cream cart is another addition to the
farm.

“This is quite a new departure for us”,
Sue says. “We've long been asked if we
offer coffee, so there’s been quite a de-
mand for it over the years.

“We see the coffee and ice cream cart
as extending hospitality to visitors to the
farm, and are excited to finally be offering
it this year.”

- Supplied by Bullswool Farm

New Zealand’s Best Rural Family Day

Out is Right on your Doorstep!

Bullswool Farm Park is a kids’ Paradise...
Children can enjoy safe, hands-on rural adventures with

. plenty to see, touch, and explore. Our friendly rare-breed
farm animals are perfect for gentle feeding and close-

up encounters. Families can wander through our award-
winning Bush Reserve, discovering New Zealand’s native
birds, trees, and aquatic life in a beautiful, easy-to-explore
setting. Explore the beautifully restored Farm Museums,
and our huge Play Paddock. New offerings include our
Sheep of NZ Viewing Platform, the Top Rock Walk, and
our unique Goat Walk, a Gift Shop, and Coffee & Real
Fruit Icecream Cart.

Bullswool Farm Park is a local icon — a must-do rural
adventure the whole family will love!

FARM PARK
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U27-4 EXCAVATOR

PERFORMANCE

FINANCE'

FOR 36 MONTHS ACROSS
THE U SERIES RANGE

*This finance offer from Kubota New Zealand Limited is only available to eligible business applicants on loans with a term of up to
36 months. The 1.9% p.a. interest rate is fixed for the term of the loan and is only available with a minimum 10% deposit and applies
to new Kubota U & KX Series products. Credit criteria, fees, terms and conditions apply. The finance offer is valid to 31/10/2025.

Great Deals On Now

The U27-4 is designed to handle the
challenging jobs that are way out of reach

for bigger excavators. The zero-tail swing

lets you travel through and turn smoothly

in tight spaces with ease. Features like a
powerful digging force and easy simultaneous
operation of four functions and more, offer
performance you can truly rely on.

Contact Us Today

Central Motors

Hiawiiki LId —

60 Orchard West Rd, Ngatea Waikato 3503
07 867 7524
centralmotors.co.nz

Mega effort to protect
Coromandel wildlife

For 20 years, the Moehau Environment
Group has been protecting native wild-
life in northern Coromandel, and its efforts
in establishing a 450-ha open-sided sanc-
tuary, MEGa Pest Attack, has become a
central part of that mahi.

With support from Waikato Regional
Council, the sanctuary near Tangiaro/Port
Charles has grown from an initial 250ha in-
tensive rat trapping zone in 2004 to its cur-
rent size of 450ha, within a wider network
of stoat trapping.

Starting off as MEGa Rat Attack, it was
renamed MEGa Pest Attack when efforts
were stepped up to tackle the wild cats,
possums, and ferrets that were threatening
native birds in the area.

Waikato Regional Council’s biodiversity
partnerships lead Nicky Ismay said that the
passion and dedication shown by groups
like Moehau was inspiring.

“Waikato Regional Council really values
the incredible work being put in by so many
community members. These partnerships,
working together towards a common goal
of increased biodiversity enable us to
achieve far more collectively than we could
do alone.”

MEGa Pest Attack is totally unfenced and
open to the bush, meaning that kiwi can
wander in and out while other birds can
freely travel through the area.

It also meant the pests could roam freely,
so a network of more than 2600 rat traps
have been laid out in a grid, while a sur-
rounding network of 150 mustelid traps
keep their numbers low.

Moehau Environment Group chairper-
son Lettecia Williams echoed the value of

the partnership with regional council.

“Without the long-term support of Wai-
kato Regional Council, we wouldn’t be able
to commit to the landscape scale protec-
tion of natural habitats that this funding
allows,” she said.

The concentrated trapping regime re-
quires an enormous amount of tough phys-
ical labour, not only to lay the traps in the
first place, but also to clear them regularly.
It takes the equivalent of “30 person-days”
to clear all the traps each month.

Each year, between 80-90 volunteers
also help out, whether tackling wild ginger,
checking stoat lines, or supporting other
projects across the 16,000-hectare mustel-
1d-trapping network.

The volunteers are backed by contracted
trappers and seven part-time staff, includ-
ing an operations manager and a commu-
nications and engagement manager, all
guided by a volunteer committee. “Volun-
teers provide more than just their labour,
they also give us their joy and enthusiasm
for helping our natural world. We love
seeing the excitement of volunteers talk-
ing about their traplines, kiwi night listen-
ing, bird monitoring, or tackling invasive
weeds. Their spirit keeps us all going,”
Steph Parkyn, the grou({fs community en-
gagement manager, said.

The Moehau Environment Group is also
carrying out other projects in northern Co-
romandel, including a decades-long pro-
ject at Waikawau Bay wetland, working to
protect threatened birds and invertebrates,
and a large-scale kiwi project helping to
make a safe habitat for kiwi from Coroman-
del Town to Port Charles.

FoR EARTHWORKS

Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire
Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

Metal

v v v Y

Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE Tim 027 278 5384

For CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock
Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell
Palm Kernel
Fertiliser

» All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

WE SUPPLY ©
CRUSHER DUST
AND CLAY

Quarrymen and Contractors

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ |

WE’'RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

70

YEARS

0800 10 87 27
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Kauri conservation
at new Coro centre

A new marine and conservation outdoors
centre in the Coromandel is giving young
people hands-on experience in protecting
native wildlife, including state-of-the-art
kauri biosecurity protocols and education.

The Hillary Outdoors centre at Port
Charles in northern Coromandel was set
up in late-2024, with the first group of visi-
tors welcomed in December that year for a
pilot programme.

Students spend five days at the residen-
tial centre, surrounded by 340 hectares of
regenerating native bush, including kauri,
engaging in hands-on marine, land, and
conservation activities.

“The centre aims to create meaningful
outdoor, adventurous experiences for ran-
gatahi, where they can explore the marine
and bush environments while also engag-
ing with conservation,” centre manager
Hayden Devine said.

“In line with the vision of our patron Sir
Graeme Dingle’s vision, we believe this
learning happens best out in nature, where
young people can experience it directly
rather than in a classroom.”

Waikato Regional Council has provided
advice and expertise on the centre’s bios-
ecurity protocols - essential to protecting
kauri in the surrounding forest.

This includes two hygiene stations, de-
signed specifically to meet the needs of the
centre.

The main station is at the entrance to the
centre, while another smaller station is in
the centre compound.

“Visitors arrive and the first thing they
do is clean and inspect all of their footwear
and equipment at the hygiene station,”

Waikato Regional Council’s biosecurity
pathogens and projects unit lead Amy Len-
drum said.

“Hygiene stations are typically designed
with individual hikers or small groups in
mind, who only need to clean the shoes
they are wearing. The centre, however,
needed a hygiene station that could cater
for large groups of children who need to
clean multiple pairs of shoes all at the same
time.”

Amy said council also provided biosecu-
rity training for centre staff, made available
educational materials including its award-
winning kauri protection virtual reality
sets, and provided kauri artwork to help
decorate the centre.

“It’s important that we promote best
practice in biosecurity practices because
this helps to protect kauri. Contaminated
footwear can spread kauri disease which
as the name suggests is devastating for our
native kauri,” she said.

“We've found that the centre is really
committed to good biosecurity practice.”

Hayden said students really embrace the
hygiene stations and the chance to do their
part to protect kauri.

“Our fantastic bookings team ensures
teachers introduce the importance of it
before students arrive, so they already un-
derstand the ‘why’ of the hygiene stations.”

He said the specialist biosecurity support
provided by Waikato Regional Council had
been “outstanding”.

“We are very proud of our kauri trees,
and the council’s help enables us to both
protect them and educate young people
about their significance.”

- contact your local Norwood team today!

* Norwood is proudly an authorised sales, parts and service dealer for some of NZ's leading world-class equipment brands.
Norwood is not an authorised dealer or repairer of New Holland, Case IH, John Deere or Massey Ferguson products, but offers
experienced service technicians and quality genuine and non-genuine parts options to suit your equipment service and repair
needs. Some brands may not be available from every Norwood dealership.

NGATEA SERVICE CENTRE
23 Kohuni Street | 07 901 0159

HELPING YOU
BUILD & GROW
—— SINCE ——

1948

< Norwood

NEW

NEW HONDA END

HONDA XRM 125 2 Wheeler
c/w Front & Rear Carriers

*5,423

NEW

HONDA SXS 700
SIDE BY SIDE

*29,664

INC GST

NOW

NEW

HONDA CT 125 2 Wheeler
LED Lights, Elgctric Start, EFi

HAURAKI PLAINS

MOTORS LTD

8,044

INC GST

*28,664
INC GST
& FREE ROOF

OF YEAR SPECIALS

NEW

*2,995

INC GST

HONDA CRF 50F Kids 2 Wheeler
Pink and White

NOW
*2,750

INC GST

NEW

HONDA TRX 520
IRS, Man, P/S

*23,454

INC GST

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NOW *1,000 OFF incast

FREE Bullbar &
Mudflaps

OR
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Kia Stonic .

LX 1.0T 2WD

’ 27990

Incl. GST +ORC*

Movement that inspires

Overseas Model Shown.

Features:

e 16" Alloy Wheels with spacesaver spare e Cloth Interior Seat Trim

e 1.0L Turbo Petrol e 4.2" Colour LCD Multifunction Instrument
e 7DCT Transmission Cluster

« Power & Torque: 74 kW /172 Nm e 8" Colour Touchscreen Infotainment

. . . System
* Forward Collision Avoidance Assist

e 6 Speaker Sound System

* Apple CarPlay™ & Android Auto™

* Inferior Ambient Mood Lighting

e Lane Keep and Lane Follow Assist
* Multi-collision Brake (MCB)
* Front & Rear Parking Sensors

: , , , * Manual Air Conditioning
e Rear View Monitor with Dynamic

Guidelines
* Halogen Bi-Function Projection . .
Headlights Special pre-order price
Valid till 31/12/2025

™ wvre A D Roadsid E Factor
5 YEAR foadside M Factory

Quality Redefined

Please note: Model Year 2026 Stonic LX will undergo all necessary inspections when available. Unftil inspections are complete, all
information, specifications and illustrations are based on data available at the fime of publication and subject to change without notice.
*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first).
All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph 07 868 8951 . paul Grifin 021 169 4036 - www.ThamesKia.co.nz
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Is it time to quit — or just push through?

By MICHAEL WILKES

ometimes we

wonder if it’s
worth pushing
through.

Let me say —
for most things that matter, it
is.

You might've heard me talk
about my old truck. Big old
Isuzu Bighorn.

It had a cracked cylinder
head. The thing was almost
written off. A lot of people
would’ve scrapped it.

Walked away. Bought some-

thing newer.

But I didn’t.

I made a decision. I chose
hard. Bolt by bolt, spare hour
by spare hour, I brought it back
to life. It took months. It was
frustrating. It was slow.

But I saw something worth
saving.

And just last weekend, I
was out again — knee-deep in
river crossings, climbing rug-
ged tracks, four-wheel-driving
through bush with mates and
my kids. That same truck. The
one that once felt completely
dead.

And it got me thinking.

it

- . —-

What else have we called
“dead” that just needs time?
What dreams have we walked
away from that still had life left
— if only we’d kept moving?

Maybe it’s that business idea.
That fitness goal.

That broken relationship.
That calling you once felt so
deeply, but now feels like a
memory. The thing is, those
dreams don’t die in a day.

They die in delay. In neglect.
In believing the lie that it’s too
late, or too hard, or we missed
our shot.

But what if the difference be-
tween dead and alive... is sim-

tlizas Clam

RUBY GIN

ply that you haven’t moved to-
ward it in a while?

You don’t need to go full
throttle overnight. Just start.

Start with one bolt.

One phone call.

One conversation.

One early morning.

Most of what matters won’t
fall in your lap — but it can rise
from the ashes, if you're willing
to rebuild. One intentional step
at a time.

So let me ask you — what’s
your truck? What'’s that dream,
that goal, that part of your life
that used to spark something in
you?

Don’t give up on what mat-
ters. Not yet.

Slow down if you have to.
Make time. Ask for help. Get
honest about the next step.

Then move — even if it’s
small. Even if it’s clunky.

Because you might be closer
to life than you realise.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Liv-
ing Well Trust, running mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support local youth work
or follow more stories and insights, find
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you'd like to connect
about a speaking engagement, community
initiative, or supporting youth work, email
michael@livingwell.org.nz.

1

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge

Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 « E: info@waikinohotel.nz

ucked into the heart of the Karan-

gahake Gorge, the Waikino Hotel
has become a destination for travel-
lers and locals seeking something a
little special - and nothing captures
that better than its craft cocktail
range.

Each drink is thoughtfully built to
showcase premium New Zealand
spirits produced on site by the Kaim-
ai Distillery, fresh local ingredients,
and the kind of creativity you only

“We elves try and
stick to the four main
food groups: candy,

candy canes, candy
corns and syrup.”

ke T _‘__.ﬂ .
‘A glass worth lingering over’

find in a true country gem.

Whether you're after something
bright and refreshing or rich and
indulgent, the Waikino bartenders
have you covered.

Signature favourites include the
Golden Bouquet, featuring award-
winning Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin,
kissed with citrus and a hint of rose-
mary.

For something playful, the Kinoli-
cious brings festive spice and berry

notes - a crowd-pleaser all year
round.

Served in a cosy historic setting
with genuine Waikino hospitality,
each cocktail is an xperience - not
just a drink.

Whether you're celebrating, explor-
ing, or simply unwinding after a long
day on the trail, the Waikino Hotel of-
fers a glass worth lingering over.

Cheers to local flavour, crafted
with heart.

o Gunners View Restaurant
~RSA Open 7 days
Lunch served 11:30am - 2pm daily

Dinner served from 5:30pm daily
Bar Snacks available all day

= —
© 99 Beach Road, WW www.wbrsa.co.nz

Hot Carvery with two meats, hot veges & salad bar
Available from 5:30pm  Tues to Sun

The Club with one of the BEST views in the land!

Open 11am Daily

Bar | Indoor & Outdoor Bowls | 8 Ball | Snooker | Darts | Gaming | TAB | Live Entertainment

Dog
friendly
garden

bar

Mon/Tues open from 4pm
Wed-Sun open from 11am

HOME OF THE TAPU PIES

772 Thames Coast Road, Tapu
Phone: 078684806
Mobile: 0277410391
Email: office@royaloakhotel.co.nz

Bar,
Restaurant,
Bait &
Wholesale

@ i
B EVENTE NN KT
BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.
Gifts.
Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,
Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
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Libin Baby and a Ohinemuri resident out fo{ a stipll.

When you sit down with Libin Baby, the Village Manager at
Ohinemuri Village in Paeroa, you quickly understand why
people here speak so fondly of the place. He has cared for
the village for more than eight years and says the appeal
comes down to three simple things: quiet, affordability, and
community.

This village has been part of Paeroa for over 35 years,
Libin reflects. Many of our residents, or their families,
helped build it through fundraising, volunteering or
lending equipment. That history still lives here. You feel
it in the way neighbours look out for one another.

Every day begins the same way: a walk through the
community centre, a chat in the car park, a glance at the
garden requests book. “It’s not about having an office,” he
explains. “It’s about being seen. If someone wants to talk,
they can.”

The rhythm of village life is gentle but connected. Residents
enjoy Friday happy hours, the occasional line dancing class,
or gathering to watch a game together on the big screen. “It’s
relaxed,” Libin says. “Not busy or overwhelming. Just enough
to feel connected.”

He leans forward slightly. “People
are often surprised by the
affordability. We meet all
9 the same standards as
bigger villages, but our
'\J(._-"' price point is very
competitive. That’s
o — one of the reasons
' people travel from
out of town to
see us.”

What truly sets
Ohinemuri
apart, he
explains, is its
scale.

Interiors digitally staged.

“Most providers have a big village
with a small care centre. We're
the opposite, only eight villas,
with a large care centre
beside them. That balance
means independence with
peace of mind.”

For one fortunate new
resident, there’s now
a rare chance to join
this community. When
conversation turns to
the vacant villa, Libin’s
expression brightens.

“This one’s special. It’s fully
refurbished, new floors, walls,
wardrobes. It even has a dedicated

mobility scooter park and charger tucked around the back.
And the view out across Paeroa, it’s pretty hard to beat. People
walk in and say, ‘I didn’t expect it to feel this light and sunny.””

Yet what matters most, he insists, isn’t the buildings, but how
people feel once they’re here.

What | hear most often from residents is, ‘I should
have made the move sooner.’ They still have their
independence, but with the ease and peace of mind
they didn’t realise they were missing.

There is one villa available for $360,0000 so if you or someone
you know is looking for a welcoming, secure new home,
surrounded by good people, call Libin Baby today on

07 862 7504.

Plus, enjoy Our Warm Welcome Package with free weekly
fees for a year and up to $5,000 for moving costs*. It’s
our way of helping your retirement begin with a smile, not a
truckload of stress. Available for a limited time.

*Terms and conditions apply, see oceaniahealthcare.co.nz

OCEANIA Bclieve in Better
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Newspaper man strikes over female labour

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

Mr Riddle, as he was often in-
accurately called, had been
most incensed when the Thames
Aduvertiser decided to employ fe-
male labour in 1875.

Riddle, actually John Riddel,
was a 58-year-old newspaper
compositor who manually set
type by hand for printing. He had
been employed on different pa-
pers in Auckland at various times,
but lately had worked and lived at
Thames.

John went on strike in protest
at the outrageous development,
which was also happening at the
New Zealand Herald and the
Evening Star. The Daily South-
ern Cross further inflamed the
situation by suggesting the male
compositors marry the girls and
“relegate them to domestic duties
in homes of their own”.

There was also great indigna-
tion among the members of the
Typographical Association who
complained to Messrs Reid and
Brett, newspaper proprietors.

They also made threats, which
failed as the girls were kept on and
by now were deep into the mys-

A compositor at work.

teries of compositing. The pro-
prietors were untroubled, saying:
“strike, gentlemen, if it so please
you - we are quite willing to accept
the consequences”.

In April, John Riddel packed his
bags and left Thames. His wife,
who had very satisfactory refer-
ences, had recently found employ-
ment as matron on the female
ward of Thames hospital, and
stayed behind. She was replacing
Miss Morris, former matron, who
was unwell.

John lodged with Fred Cooke,
a printer at the NZ Herald, in Mr
Maine’s house, off Nelson St in
Auckland. Over the next few weeks

Photo: SUPPLIED
John began drinking very heavily.
Early on a mid-May morning
he left home without eating any
breakfast, arriving back about
5pm. Fred spoke to him about the
folly of his conduct and for not eat-
ing properly. John went away in
a lgluff and did not come back till
half past midnight. He was drunk
and fell on the kitchen floor. Mr
Witney, another lodger, took off
John’s coat and boots and put him
to bed. When Fred came home
from work at two in the morning,
John called out as usual, “Is that
you, Fred?”
Between 3am and 4am, Fred
woke and heard John breathing

very heavily; he appeared to be
in pain. Fred got up and gave him
a few drops of painkiller in some
water, which seemed to ease him.

At 6.30am Mr Witney called
out to Fred to come, as John was
certainly either dead or dying. Dr
Kennedy was sent for, arriving
within a few minutes. He at once
pronounced life extinct.

Aninquest was held at the Crite-
rion Hotel, Hobson St. Fred Cooke
said he had known John for the
past 12 years. He was much ad-
dicted to drinking. John had come
to Auckland about five weeks ear-
lier saying it was to vote in a local
election.

He had done no work since. A
few days after his arrival, he re-
ceived a remittance from his wife
who was still working at Thames
hospital. A couple of days before
he died John received some more
money from his wife. John often
came home to the lodgings in a
state of intoxication. He subse-
quently complained of stomach
pain for which he procured some
medicine which seemed to help.
Dr Kennedy said he believed death
to have resulted from natural
causes, accelerated by intemper-
ance. The jury returned a verdict
in accordance. John was buried at
Symonds St cemetery, Auckland.

In early July, Mrs Riddel re-
signed from Thames Hospital,
Miss Morris having recovered her
health.

Despite the ructions around
employing women, which includ-
ed the declaration that in America
female compositors were prosti-
tutes, they proved well suited to
the trade. The work required a
good deal of quickness and ready
adaptability.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter

1. In the regular episodes of The
Simpsons, how many children do
Homer and Marge have?

2. The Datsun car brand, phased
out for a final time in 2022, is
owned by which well known vehi-
cle company? a) Honda, b) Nissan,
or c) Toyota?

3. Fletcher Christian and William
Blythe are key figures in which his-
torical event?

4. The US term ‘monkey wrench’
refers to the tool that is usually
called what in New Zealand? a) Ad-
justable wrench, b) socket wrench,
or c) open-end wrench?

5. The top secret device used in
the Men in Black franchise to wipe
people’s memories is called what?
a) A neuralyzer, b) a nullifier, or c) a
scrambler?

6. Which plant has timber that

is used for cricket bats, and bark
containing a compound used in the
manufacture of aspirin? a) Pine, b)
poplar, or c) willow?

7. Which fruit is the main ingredi-
ent in guacamole?

8. Champagne by law is only al-
lowed to be produced in the Cham-
pagne region of which country?

9. At normal room temperature
and pressure, how many Elements
in the periodic table are liquids? a)
One, b.) two, or c) three?

10. Which currency is used by
many countries including France,
Belgium and Germany?
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- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
!_1- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2007 Toyota Camry

2.4 Ltr Auto, Very Clean & Reliable

2010 VW Tiguan

Auto, 2.0 Ltr, Good Kms,
Excellent Condition

$5,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2014 Holden Cruze

1.8 Ltr Auto, NZ New

2009 Ford Fiesta

Auto, NZ New, Alloys, Top Condition

8,990

2016 Holden Captiva LTZ

Turbo Diesel, 4WD,
Top Spec & Condition

TOP BUY
9,990

2003 Toyota Avensis

1.8 Ltr Auto, Alloys,
Reliable Economy

2017 Holden Commodore SV6

Auto Turbo, Performance Coupe

Auto, Fully Optioned on 20’s

15,990
2010 BMW 3.0i

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Paeroa dux: T love to push myself, aim hlgh’

omething that helped

Madelline Eastham to stay
motivated and to work hard in
her schooling was To focus on
“all the little wins”.

The 17-year-old Paeroa Col-
lege student said she didn’t
look too far ahead because that
“just made me overwhelmed”
- so she focused on one assess-
ment at a time.

It’s what makes her recent
achievement so remarkable.

The year-13 student snapped
up the Paeroa College dux
award for 2025 and told The
Profile: “it feels like all my hard
work has been recognised”.

“When my name was called
out as dux my heart dropped
for a second and then I just felt
proud and really grateful.

“It was surreal and I felt
like that for a while after but
it made everything I'd worked
for worth it,” she said.

“The support from all my
friends and family was the best
feeling as they believed in me
throughout.”

The young dux winner said
she would go to Otago Univer-
sity in 2026 to study sports sci-
ence.

“I'm not sure yet what ca-
reer I want to lean towards but
I know what I'm interested in
so I'm going to take the classes
and figure out my career from
there.”

“I'was lucky enough to receive
the New Frontiers Excellence
Entrance Scholarship which
was worth $6500 and because
I got Dux I received the Univer-
sity of Otago Dux Scholarship
which was worth $3000,” she
said. “All of this money will go
straight to my accommodation
for my first year.”

Paeroa College dux for 2025 Madelline Eastham.

Something Madelline en-
joyed outside of school and
study was playing football.

She played for the first XI
football team at her old high
school in Papakura and also for
the Papakura City FC women’s
team, she said.

It meant she would drive up
to Papakura for all the training

Photos: SUPPLIED

and games which was around
four times a week, she said.

Even though it racked up a
lot of time and petrol - play-
ing football was “worth it” to
Madelline.

It was something that “helped
me get through the year”, she
said.

“At the beginning of this

Third placegetter Justin Smith, left,
proxime accessit to dux Kylie Harris,
and dux Madelline Eastham.

year I didn’t even think Dux
was possible and I hadn’t even
thought about it until term
two, where I realized that I had
gotten excellence in every as-
sessment so far,” she said.

Her friends encouraged her
to work toward the goal.

“I knew I had a lot on and I
wouldn’t have a lot of free time
- but I love to push myself and
aim high. Once I received it I
felt accomplished and proud
for pushing myself,” she said.

Sometimes times were tricky
for the young achiever.

“I think juggling sports,
school, doing assessments
while having a social life was
hard at times,” she said.

“Although I was busy a lot of
the year I liked being busy and
I'm thankful I figured it out in
the end because I don’t regret
anything.”

Meanwhile, Kylie Harris re-
ceived the proxime accessit to
dux award, with Justin Smith
third.

Saturday 10th

January 2026 12noon - 6pm
% Uretara Domain Katikati

Tickets & Transport trom i{icket
and The Arts Junction, Katikati

RatikatiAvoFect.co.nz

Join us for the Western Bay's favourite summer festival -
enjoy live music, delicious food and drinks and avo-inspiration

ON STAGE:
The Relatives
Sonar Flare
The Lady Killers
Tami Neilson

IS Seeka WetPro TANRER e

dishes

LS

é.'-‘-'.-':-: = L]

LIVE KITCHEN
Watch Celebrity Chef
Chelsea Winter whip
up avo-inspired

-
& >
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Christmas cheer

The hum of Christmas cheer filled the air at the Paeroa Baptist
Church hall on December 10, where a group of volunteers turned
out to wrap Christmas gifts for the annual Paeroa Toy Appeal.
Organiser Jill Robertson told The Profile it was humbling to

see the generosity of people in the community. “[1t] shows the
true spirit of giving at this special time of year.” Jill wanted to
share a “huge shoutout” to all the schools, agencies, the Paeroa
Information Hub, Paeroa Library, Paeroa Pigeon Post, the
sewing ladies, her team and the Paeroa Lions, she said. “But
most of all - you amazing people of our town. You made this
uniquely Paeroa event possible to spread some joy to some of our
families who might otherwise miss out.”

wr 2 . .. - Nita.and ‘Sémuel Bhagat share in the
Melissa McDonald, left, Sybil Woolmore and Cathy McDonald join the fun. Naomi Dibble lends a helping hand. Christmas joy.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Boogie back in time at Karangahake dance

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA about lacing up their shoes to er. It is just fantastic,” she said.  people are busy
n evening of music and “dance all night” as the Kati- “He’s just a wonderfully One thing is certain - it
Christmas carols in the Ka-  kati All Stars get ready to play  clever musician.” would definitely be a night to
rangahake Gorge might begin Christmas hits from the 1920s, While the event was not a remember.
with the Kerepehi Brass Band 30s and 40s for the Christmas  fundraiser, Tee said it was a “Can you imagine a 12-piece
at 6:30pm on December 21, Dance event at the Karanga- community event. band playing for a dance? It’s
but it doesn’t end there. hake Hall from 8.30pm. “We’re just asking people for  just magical.”
That’s because the Kati- Event helper Tee Carroll told  a [gold coin] donation so we DETAILS: Christmas Dance event
kati All Stars Authentic Dance  The Profile the event would be  can all pay for the hall,” she on December 21 from 8.30pm at
Band has a treat for music magical, and was organised by  said, but entry for musicians the Karangahake Hall, Crown Hill
lovers and dancers alike, fol- musician Brett Lowe. was free. Rd, Karangahake. Gold coin en-
lowing straight after the brass “There’s nothing he can’t Tee said she wanted to thank try, free for musicians. For more
band’s Carols in the Gorge play. He’s been running these Rotary Paeroa, who offered to  information call 021 039 9076, 1
event. bands for probably 34 years help with the supper on the email katikatiallstars@gmail. The Christmas Dance will follow the
People will need to think and his music is just top draw-  night at a time when a lot of com. Brass Band’s Carols in the Gorge.

Scott Simpson Nick Hoogeveen
MP for Coromandel jgga, \ /) & Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp

ural Solutions

focused on profit and wealth development

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090
Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

National Adviser to Achievers

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

i~ TREE

*SHAPES
Quatified Asbonioto

== Treework Large & Small

s~ Stump Grinding s+ Hedge Trimming

=+ Fruit Tree Pruning = Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

Qualified and insured arborists.

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal « Stump Grinding + Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACKN'SIDES m

027 439 0367
______shortbacknsides.co.nz

ARBORIST

20+ years experience

W
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

wenzlick

HUTOMOTIVE
¢ Repair ¢ Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

BUILDER

CAIRD

" New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

= Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or small

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

BUILDER
@

Mathing tos big or small.
Honast & Profassional Workmanship

TBUILDING &
COMSTRUCTION,

Call us today
02 3593 567
framédup.co.ne

BUILDING

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Progressive Housemovers Ltd are the go-to professionals.

Photo: SUPPLIED

20 years of making big moves

t's a big year for Progressive Housemov-

ers Ltd.

That’s because the company, owned by
Andrew Silcock and lan Stanton, celebrat-
ed its 20-year anniversary in October.

So it should come as no surprise the
team of housemovers are the go-to pro-
fessionals for jobs across the Hauraki
Plains, Coromandel, Hamilton, Waikato,
Auckland and “anywhere in between”.

They’ve moved hundreds of houses in
their 20-year tenure.

But it’s not just houses the team moves

- they also move sheds, barns, boats and
structures of all kinds, sizes and weights.
The licensed foundation specialists
work hard in piling, pile driving and push
piles, and their services also include site
works, site cut and earthworks: a one stop
shop. They also have quality houses and
buildings for sale and relocation at their
Ngatea yards at 5 and 40 Kohunui St,
Ngatea.
DETAILS: Contact Andrew on 021 125
1668 or lan on 027 442 6001; email on
sales@phm.co.nz or visit phm.co.nz.

SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL

TRADE

ne - Kilchans
a

SERVICES

¥ PFrogrammad B

ngy - Tileng
Gameral Hom=s Ma

CARPET

Carpet Court

A

Curtain Studio

Up to

Digger, Bulldozer
; & Truck Hire

» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,

palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

Avoca
Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Feriliser

P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

Summer : |
Do Up

Refresh your home for less!
Up to

Rhino carpet” selected
readymades”

ELECTRICIAN
For All Your Eletirical Heoeds

studio. custom
fabrics”

Electrical

ﬁlaser

“ Totally Dependalle”

= Kew Builds = Hisil Puffifrs

& ARerat b = Sarvied and Mainbsnancs
+  Chiolies = Gwrimroial

& Lighling Plere & Fire Syviems

Ph0T BHT 7746 Email: waihnlizsecelecincglco

[______FLOORING |
OWENS FLOORING

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

AW DT RN S CLEIT
oranation Strect, Pasroa

DRivING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
g1 Valley Education

07 868 7892

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

A A B

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

LB T i+
! (mey 2T

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

e Carpet ¢ Vinyl
e Laminate ¢ Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote
Phone : 021 020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

Wl —
|

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
; EARTHWORK
RS NIGHTMEARES
» General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads ¢ Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...
Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

gj‘ ’,%

Locally owned & operated

FUNERAL
SERVICES

Direct Cremation *3175 gst incl
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames & Waihi

Direct Cremation *3500 gst inc!
for Coromandel, Tairua,
Whangamata & Whitianga.

Traditional, Bespoke &
Eco Funerals from *5800

Funeral Diredore

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors
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CALL THE EXPERTS

ASS & GLAZING

o

Baker (GGlass & Glazing Lid

Chafrmamllip wilfd vaie”

Cestlbiect 371 534 407 | goia@bokerainerycons

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
e Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
e Professional facilities.

¢ Smoked meats are our specialty.

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

* Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 e Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

-
HUNTS

E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

N

Bakertloi-nery Ltd

'('lnln"l'.lnr.l.lirj Wi e

Kiichsns=Wardrabe Salutions=Loumdry
BytRroEmE— Custom made Tarnitidne

PO Rl P O L0 B e WY el . SOy

Comtoct 07 BB FRELS Info@ Bakerjolneny.coun

o e b e e Boren AR bewmion L e

EHOWRDOM DFIN SATURDAYE Som o 1pm

M panter
(s it

AT iy -

* Interior & Exterior ¢ Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee

Contact Stan on 0223137911

to discuss your project.

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.

« 30 years experience

« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.

« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

AIENS]UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

A
ASTE
SPECIALISTS

= 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

LIQUI

—

=~ TYRE and BATTERY

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

HIRE CENTRE

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350

Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond
* LBP qualified * Houses bought & sold * House moving
« On-site moves ¢ Jacking & rolling « Structural moving
* Re-piling * Re-levelling * Pile driving * Push piles

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

PHYSIOTHERAPY

HITIC e ﬂh'y!‘-mthtr [‘ny
orthopaedic rehabilitation

BACK & NECK PAIN
SPORTS & WORK INJURIES
POST SURGERY & FRACTURE REHAB
ACUPUNCTURE
Robert Lindsay * Rodney Grant « Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz
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ERTAINMENT

By ALI KOIA-HAMLING, journalism student
he Paeroa Society of Arts has decked their
gallery halls and rooms with festive magic
and cheer in preparation for Christmas.

The community organisation known for
supporting Hauraki artists held its Christmas
Extravaganza event on December 6.

Home-baking such as Christmas cake,
along with plants and a sausage sizzle were
all available to purchase on the day, while the
gallery was open to browse a range of festive
art. Everything from stockings and bags, to
paintings, and decorations were on display.

Paeroa Society Of Arts president Jan Clark
said the day went “very well”, resulting in a
fundraising total of around $500.

“We were fundraising for our roof, because
we’ve got such an old building,” she said.

“Itis nearly 100 years old, so our roof really
needs replacing.”

The Extravaganza wasn’t just to celebrate
Christmas magic or to fundraise for a new

Paeroa Society of Art’s Jessica Lines, left, and Jan Clark, right.

Decking the gallery halls

—
o S

Photo: ALI KOIA-HAMLING

roof though - it was also to encourage people
to visit the gallery, with busy stalls providing
a focal point out front. “So people can go, ‘oh
there’s something going on’,” she said.

The festive cheer at the Society Of Arts will
continue until Christmas. On December 19,
the group will host a Christmas raffle outside
Paeroa ANZ. Also, decorations, ornaments
and Christmas art will continue to be on dis-
play and for sale at the gallery.

Moving into 2026, Jan said there were a
few events in the pipeline for next year to
celebrate their 100th anniversary.

Jessica Lines, who fronts the marketing for
the society, said “we’re always looking for
new creatives and members in the area”.

“We run painting and pottery groups that
will be starting up again in 2026.

“We're also looking at various other events
we can run here to fundraise, but also to
bring creativity into our community, so keep
an eye out.”

pop-up exhibition highlighting contempo-
rary art is on now at The Depot in Thames,
next to Cafe Melbourne.

Thames Valley artists Helen Casey-MacDuff
from Ngatea, Lena McKillop from Whangamata,
and Shannon Silcock from Thames have joined
forces for the LOCAL Art Collab exhibition.

Featuring diverse works, the exhibition sur-
veys ethereal light forms, expressive gestural
abstracts, figurative landscapes and modern
pinhole black and white photography.

“Our connection is location, yet visually, we
are like one strange venn diagram of creativity
that portrays our inner worlds through the ele-
ments of colour, gesture and pure creativity,”
Helen said. “We're so different, yet our work,
when together, has a dynamic and entirely un-
expected cohesiveness.”

During the exhibition, the artists will be ac-
tively creating art in the gallery, and offering

Thames pop-up art expo

insights into their practices.

“I really want to raise the profile of the arts
here, and decided to create an event to en-
hance connections with community,” Helen
said. “I create in an isolated studio and it’s fan-
tastic to share my work and engage in dialogue
with people from all walks of life.

“Art is a medium for processing life and is a
wonderful mode of expression and connection
to vitalise community, especially during chal-
lenging times.

“We welcome engagement from the pub-
lic by exhibiting in this space at the Depot, as
some may find it less intimidating than a white
box, that is, the conservative, gallery space.”

The artists will be donating 10 per cent of
their sales to Motor Neurone Disease NZ.
DETAILS: LOCAL Art Collab, December 10-24
at The Depot, Thames. Open 8am-4pm week-
days and 9am-4pm weekends.

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

UVEHICLE

|

IPRECISION/

"WINDSCREENS )
We, come o Yo/

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

TOWING

THAVMES TOWING
& WORKSHOR

24HR Breakdown ¢ AA Towing * WOF
Full mechanical workshop
MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7
thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

‘Windzcreen Replacements
“Stone Chip Repairs

Ph: O7F 549 3399
170 Maim Road, Faliksti
alti Service Ste

| Bahaned ¢
v, Kotk o




20 THE VALLEY PROFILE, December 9, 2025

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Summer blast A

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

It was a day to celebrate the start
of the summer season at Wilson
Park, Waihi Beach on Novem-

ber 29. That’s because tamariki,
whanau and people gathered for
the Waihi Beach Summer Kick Off
Festival.

Waihi Beach events and promo-
tions co-ordinator Hollie Jones
said the park buzzed with tamari-
ki, families on picnic blankets and
the “unmistakable sense that the
season had officially begun”.

The festival opened with a pow-
erful performance by the Wathi
Beach Kura Kapa Haka, she said,
followed by musical acts Amir
Yussof, IZ Waddid IZ, King Cool
and Jordyn with a Why, who won

the 2025 Best Pacific Music Al-
bum award at the Aotearoa Music
Award in August.

The park was filled with stalls
from the Saturday Farmers Mar-
ket, community groups and a
range of activities such as mini
golf, ten pin bowling, face paint-
ing, a photobooth and more.

“As a small not-for-profit or-
ganisation, Waihi Beach Events
& Promotions simply couldn’t
deliver days like this without the
generosity of our funders, spon-
sors, and wider community.

“Thanks to the Tauranga West-
ern Bay Community Event Fund
and our local main sponsor Har-
courts Gold Star Waihi Beach, we
were able to welcome thousands
of locals and visitors to Wilson
Efrk for a full day of free summer

n.

“We can’t wait to bring the com-
munity together again next year”
she said.

Waihi Beach School Kapa Haka open;the event.

C —

Janice Misipeka and Helen Rickard soak up the sunshine.

%. WaihiBeach band IZ WADDID 1Z
perform for their home town.

CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

Storage

Handyman Services

Death Notice | Church Notice | Handyman Painters
THOMPSON, T Mowing, hedges, Professional roof
Amiria Muriel May Walhl Assembly fencing, gardening, painter. Mario Kerkhof
(nee Tawhiti): of God Church || carpentry, painting, 027 961 4055
Passed on December 2, " . .y || retaining walls, welding,

2025 at home in Whangarei WOI'ShIp & Heallng waterblasting. Work is Trades

enveloped in the love of her good quality and | will

daughter Tara and grand 10am Sundays not attempt to work FENCING

daughter Kayah. ScoutHall, * floutside of my skits. || CONTRACTOR

Bor n Waih. Formally Baker St, Waihi || Insured. Dennis Schuler || ™ Residential & Rural

gf Waikino, Omokoroa, : 022 129 0169 Retaining walls & more
owentown, Paeroa, . .

Whangarei and Dargaville. For Lease Land Wanted High quality

We acknowledge one of
many legacies left through
‘Experience, Strength and
Hope’ which we are forever
grateful for. After a long
career in education and then
choosing to care for others as
a home help support worker,
she spent her final years
living her best life in Thames.
We will listen for you in the
noises of nature Nan.

As per her wishes, a private
cremation has been held. All
communications to PO Box
4179 Kamo, Whangarei 0141

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Wanted to Lease/Rent

workmanship
Competitive prices

Gardening

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based.

Ph 021 060 7659

ing. For free quote ph
Phil 021 088 63559

Church Notice

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King
James). You want
the truth, it's all here.
Come help us read
and learn.

Bible Study Wednesday

Friendly licensed

builder. 40 years exp.
Handyman All aspects .No job too

« Carpentry small. lan 021 540 376
« Painting N
« Plastering Painters
« Tiling

40 years experience HAURAKI REGIONAL

PAINTERS

Shane 027 480 5586

nights 6pm

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades
with over 20 years exp
building trade. Please
contact Laurie King

021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Over 12 years
experience, interior/
exterior. Refs available.
Free quotes.
Phone Graeme for all
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

land while | look for 02?6%%3?1218

another farm to buy - -

anything considered S|tuat|0n

Please call or text

Richard 0279332015 Vacant
Builders We are looking for

Reno’s, decking, fenc- 2 mechanics

to join our team.

A qualified car mechanic
must have a WoF ticket
&

a motorbike mechanic.
Some experience would
be an advantage
but training will be given
to the right applicant.

If you are reliable and a
team player
send your CV to
miles@hpmotors.co.nz

or ph 027 227 1121
for a chat.,

P

Building, home maintenance &
general gardening services

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway
Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry
Units available
7x3.6mand 7 x5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

TOTAL STORAGE LTD ™=
KEREPEHI / PAEROA
10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C's apply

021 67 67 99

info@totalstorage.co.nz

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this. If you

are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station,

Ngatea Purple Dairy

PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa

Information Hub

WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi

Supervalue

THAMIES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station, Martina 4 Square, Bin
Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4
Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store

TURUA: Turua Dairy

KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy
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Hauraki festive fun

Twas a sunshiny evening in the Hauraki Plains on December 11
with a small risk of rain. The road cones were out to help detour
the traffic from Ngatea’s main street, which would host all the
magic. Tamariki and whanau turned out to survey the Hauraki
Plains Community Christmas Parade. There were pirates on
boats, people dressed up as trees, riders on wheels, brass mu-
sicians played C. From the animal crossing to helpful elves in
abundance - if one thing was certain, the scene was splendidly
wondrous. Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA took out her lens to
capture merriment, joy and the fella in red.

Hauraki Plains Youth Rugby enjoy being part of the fun.
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A pirate ship pulls into town, with Elly
Cossey and her little one on the Lions
Club of Ngatea float.

Santa spreads cheer and joy at the end of the parade.

Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. Letters must
include your full name and address, be 250 words or less and may be

LETTERS

edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.

THANK YOU THAMES

Dearest Thames, It is with a heavy heart that we
depart from this place just after the New Year.
It has quickly become our home and stolen our
hearts. To the taxi driver who brought us from
the airport on that first day. We did go to Sun-
day brunch at Buggars and the Ngatea Water
Garden and we loved it. Nga mihi. To Greg and
Theresa and Carson, bookstores are my happy
place, and yours is now one of my happiest. Nga
mihi. To the ladies of the Bright Smile Commu-
nity Garden, especially Jaqui, thanks for putter-
ing on an evening for a change so | had a place
to get my hands dirty. Nga mihi. To the ladies of
the library bookclub, sorry if | spoke over you, or
talked too much. It was a pleasure reading with
you. Nga mihi. To the cafes and shops on and
off Pollen that we frequent, to Vida and Tash
and Simon, thanks for the matcha, the peanut
butter and the warm atmospheres. Always nice
to chat. Nga mihi. To the library, thank you so
much for fostering a space my children feel wel-

come and excited to be in. Nga mihi. To Music
group, for the grooves and the good times, al-
ways a highlight. Nga mihi. To the churches that
welcomed us, thank you Elim for making space
my children crave and to St. James for your trust
in us and for being our first friend. Nga mihi. To
the little school on the Thames coast, you have
shown our children so much whanaungatanga.
We belong. Nga mihi. To Te Korowai and Te Ata-
raangi, my staff and colleagues for showing me
the ropes, for your compassion and friendship,
for giving me a chance to care for this commu-
nity and to my patients for trusting in me. Nga
mihi. But mostly | want to say thank you to my
friends. There are some pretty amazing hu-
mans in this tiny town. How are there so many
cool individuals in such a concentrated area? |
have fallen in love with these people and this
place. | would stay forever if | weren’t needed
back home. However my heart is not done here
vet, so | won’t say goodbye, I'll just say A tona
wa e te tau, Dr Anna Gladstone.

NEWSPRINT

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:

2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853

holidays - art and
craft,moving,
table coverings
and more......

Profile

— | Perfect for school

. CoromandHADD

O LA P e A HEAT PR PR TR

% BROKEMNSHIRE & ROSS

SERVICES

Plumbing ¢ Drainlaying
Roofing * Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500
E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

3 JAN 2026

CLRSSIE

COROMANDEL LUXURY ESCAPES

$30/HR

JOIN THE TEAM FOR CORO CLASSIC 2026!
SATURDAY, 3RD JANUARY 2026

WE’RE ON THE LOOK FOR:

e A POSITIVE, CAN-DO ATTITUDE
e TEAM PLAYERS WHO CAN STAY COOL UNDER PRESSURE
e GREAT COMMUNICATION AND RELIABILITY

THE ROLES WE NEED TO FILL:

* BAR STAFF ¢ BUS MONITORS e EVENT USHERS

ADDITIONAL HOURS AND MAHI FOR PACKDOWN
THE FOLLOWING DAY!

If this sounds like you, send an email to
hello@nexgentouring.co.nz with your name, contact details,
a bit about yourself and what role you’d be keen on!
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Christmas pub crawls a ‘tricky situation

By RON AGNEW

n the 1970s and 80s, the one night we

did have to be alert and be seen was that
of the afternoon in late December; when
A&G Price’s Foundry staff at one end of
town, and the Toyota car factory staff at
the other, all finished work the same day,
at a similar time late in the afternoon.

With perhaps up to 500 staff at each lo-
cation in a happy holiday thirsty mood, the
pub crawls started.

Toyota staff started at the Warwick Arms
Hotel, where Mitsubishi is now, and A&G
Price staff at the Lady Bowen Hotel.

Hours later they would all end up some-
where between the Junction/Salutation/
Imperial hotels, all drinking fairly heavily.

The banter would start, and then the
tussles, and on some occasions, it became
a tricky situation for the few policemen on
duty to deal with.

Which of the three rugby clubs one
belonged to, (HuiMai, United, THS Old
Boys) would also often be a friction point!

The Traffic Officers and ourselves, had to
keep an eye on the cars leaving the pubs at
closing time.

Lawyer Paul Keane. Photo: SUPPLIED

Unlike today, police were not allowed to
randomly stop vehicles, as of right.

We had to prove there was a reason, ie;
a taillight out, or a car driven erratically,
and if we couldn’t the court case could be
lost.

Some defense Solicitors tackled this
question quite forcefully in an eventual
court case, and sometimes it was the four
occupants’ word against that of the one
policeman, about the manner of driving,
or car defects.

I was only accused once thankfully by
a defense solicitor of not telling the truth,
when my evidence opposed that of her cli-
ent and his companions.

However, we all got on really well with
the criminal court solicitors in town,

b/

Jane Hunter, Heather Simpson, and Paul
Keane.

Heather was later appointed a judge,
and Paul used to come along to Police
functions and socialise with us.

Paul was an amazing Solicitor in court
and terrified us on occasions.

Court mornings, all the cases would be
called, and guilty pleas dealt with.

There was a lunch break, and the de-
fended cases were heard in the afternoon.

On some occasions, Paul enjoyed a ‘liq-
uid lunch’, and he was an amazing orator
anyway, and after lunch at times it was
pure theatre - Paul spoke at length so con-
vincingly, and so forcefully, it was pure joy
to listen to. I recall on one occasion; the
judge had to tell Paul to please stop... the
judge was convinced!

Paul was a wonderful man, and a won-
derful servant of the court, and of his cli-
ents, many of whom were on legal aid.

He had the ability to convince the judge
and the listening public that his client
was actually an ‘Angel’ in disguise, even
though some of us were aware of perhaps
an offender’s long list of past offences and
convictions!

Many of those we dealt with in Thames
regularly, in those days, were wonderful
local characters, and we got to know them
well, in the court or police station or out of
these, and many we got to quite like, oth-
ers, not so much.

Many we would come across many week
nights, and every weekend, and enjoy a
chat and some alcohol fuelled banter, in
the pubs or out on the street.

Some were a lot trickier, some were
readily prone to turn violent at the sight of
a police constable!

- Ron Agnew is a former Thames Police officer

New SH25
speed limits

Waka Kotahi New Zealand
Transport Agency is set to in-
troduce reduced speed limits
on four short stretches of State
Highway 25 in the Coromandel
Peninsula, with the changes
expected to take effect before
Christmas.

According to the agency, the
move followed strong commu-
nity support throughout the
region.

It received 982 submissions
during a six-week public con-
sultation held from August to
October, and the majority of
respondents backed lowering
the speed limits on all four sec-
tions under review.

In Kuaotunu, 71 per cent
and 69 per cent of submitters
supported reducing two SH25
zones from 70km/h to 50km/h.

In Wharekaho, 63 per cent
were in favour of the same re-
duction, while 58 per cent of
respondents backed dropping
the limit to 50km/h between
Thames and Tararu.

NZTA said it gave priority to
these reviews in response to
community feedback, enabling
the lower speed limits to be im-
plemented sooner.

The changes will become le-
gally enforceable once new sig-
nage is installed, it said, which
is expected before Christmas.
DETAILS: More info at: www.
nzta.govt.nz.

- Tillas

_|:l:FJUiH-

82 Richmond St, Thames

o Richmond

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

All villas and apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

RVA

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts including 2 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with a double garage.
All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities
and amenities at your leisure.

ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

0800 868 5484

www.richmondvillas.co.nz

PHONE US
to view
by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!
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ACROSS 74 Flying military 37 Bolt (4) :
1 Paper hankies (7) organisation (3,5) 43 Fit to eat (6) ,
4 Outward breath (10) 76 Subjugation (10) 44 Manufacturer (5)
9 Misdemeanour (7) 81 Is contrite (7) 46 Public disorder (4)
13 Stone fruit (4) 82 School dodger (6) 47 Malady (7) .
14 Defeated (6) 83 Dwell (6) 48 Sour-tasting (6) !
15 Blameworthy (6) 84 Pastry type (4) 49 Writing tables (5)
16 In the middle (7) 85 Luxurious (7) 50 Move in waves (8)
19 Thinking deeply 86 Faultless, 51 Haphazard (6)
(10) exemplary (10) 52 Awkwardness in
20 Loathed (8) 87 Unknown (7) movement or shape i
21 Carpet nails (5) (10) '
24 Categories (6) DOWN 53 Elliptical (4)

25 Chase (6) 1 Subject (5) 54 Stage background

27 Skydiver’s 2 Caviar fish (8) 7) .
accessory (9) 3 Daytime nap (6) 59 Garden figure (5)

32 Top tightrope (4,4) 4 Consumed (5) 60 Agitate (4) "y
33 Attraction (6) 5 Whetstone (4) 64 Meat jelly (5)

34 Warn (7) 6 Traveller’s stuff (7) 65 Performer’s tryout
38 Away fromland (8) 7 Leg tops (6) (8)

39 Slowly (mus)(6) 8 Water-dwelling 67 Unbiased (7)

40 Shout (4) animal (5) 68 Doubter (7)

41 Less (5) 10 Sense (4) 70 Maintenance (6)
42 Provisos (5) 11 Contestant (7) 71 Fold mark (6)

45 Basic livelihood 12 Blackboard sticks 72 Wears away (6)
(5,3,6) (6) 75 Public meeting for

d

=t

52 Scold (anag)(5)
55 Marks correct (5)
56 Very small loaf of

17 Braking signals (10)
18 Of the kidneys (5)
22 Moved upwards (8)

open discussion (5) nl

77 Skiing slope (5)
78 Rope loop (5)

bread (4) 23 Group of fish (5)

57 Within (6) 24 Distribute (4,3)

58 Hatch by warmth 26 Component part (4)
(8) 28 One who examines

61 Blatant (7) and determines (7)

79 Boy’s name (4)
80 Aquatic creature (4)

62 Pays (6) 29 Winged child (6)
63 Unleash (3,5) 30 Poise (6) a
66 Il will (9) 31 Plump (6)

68 Surgical stitch (6)
69 Wound (6)
73 Nozzle (5)

33 Inert gas (5)
35 Spin around (5) -
36 Ata distance (4) ’
PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Feint, 4 Familiar, 9 Meddle, 14 Fence, 15 Move with the times, 17 Litre, 18 Out, 19 Moisten,
20 Impresses, 21 Partly, 24 Arrogance, 25 Update, 26 Delude, 29 Estimation, 31 Tar, 32 Remove, 33
Acid, 35 Eve, 37 Glut, 39 Ingenious, 40 Consumers, 41 Teach, 42 Warranty, 47 Featured, 51 Dingo, 55
Impassive, 56 Fantastic, 58 Even, 59 Off, 60 Lead, 61 Weapon, 62 Sir, 63 Sentiments, 66 Ease up, 67
Misfit, 69 Tardiness, 72 Define, 73 Billiards, 75 Ballast, 77 Toe, 80 Equal, 81 Wrap in cotton wool, 82
Scold, 83 Flashy, 84 Haggling, 85 Crude.

=

TP ekl

DOWN: 2 Economics, 3 Needs, 5 Ache, 6 Inhuman, 7 Intersection, 8 Ramps, 9 Misdeed, 10 Dolt, 11 Lethal,
12 Enjoy, 13 Textile, 14 Feather, 16 Inebriation, 22 Ogling, 23 Stomach, 24 Aviator, 25 Unrest, 27 Unclear,
28 Avenge, 30 None, 32 Relay, 34 Dosed, 36 Rust, 38 Lea, 42 Whirl, 43 Repeats, 44 Apse, 45 Tribes, 46
Onion, 48 Archipelago, 49 Useless, 50 Ewe, 51 Despair, 52 Offset, 53 Ingratiating, 54 Saws, 57 Tennis, 64
Threshold, 65 Muffled, 66 Ecstasy, 68 Fairway, 70 Radical, 71 Annual, 72 Depot, 74 Leash, 76 Lower, 78
Alps, 79 Stun.
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Historian dlgs into Thames’ boom and bust era

By KELLEY TANTAU

Aé)b offer in 2010 set in mo-
ion a decade-long journey of
research into the life of pioneering
timber merchant and ironmonger
John Read, a story now chroni-
cled in a newly-released book.

Russell Skeet, Thames historian
and the author of Beyond Gold,
told The Profile his interest in
John Read was sparked the day
he stepped into Read Bros Hard-
ware on Pollen St to begin work
for then-owner Stuart Read.

“The notion of working for an
old Thames business that was still
in the ownership of the founding
family appealed to me because of
my interest in local history.”

Russell said John Read estab-
lished his business as a timber
merchant in September, 1867 at
Brown St, Grahamstown, barely
one month after the goldfield was
opened.

He then established a second
branch of his business at Short-
land at least as early as 1881.

The Brown St, Grahamstown,
site was sold in 1933, and by 1935,
his son Arthur had closed the
Shortland store and relocated the
hardware store to the present 308
Pollen St site.

The 150th anniversary of John
Read establishing his business
at Brown St, celebrated in 2017,
piqued Russell’s interest in writ-
ing a book about the Read family
business.

However, the idea was quickly
put on hold due to his full-time
job and the growing realisation
of just how complex the project
would be, he said.
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“As my research project devel-
oped, it became evident that Read
was amore complex character than
I imagined,” Russell said. “For his
story to be properly understood, it
needed to be set against the bigger
backdrop of the changing ‘boom
and bust’ fortunes of the town.

“My 10-plus years of research
revealed the story of a man of more
than ordinary attributes, who was
well connected with other lead-
ing businessmen and influential
personalities in Thames. He was
mvolved in a range of business
activities and adapted to changing
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Russell Skeet, Ift talks with John Read, fifth generahon and director of Read Bros, about Beyand Gold.

economic prospects. His involve-
ment in local politics was short-
lived, but he held positions on
other boards and societies. He was
a respected parishioner in the An-
glican Church and the governance
of the Parawai School. Most of all,
John Read supported his family
and their continued welfare and
prosperity.”

And so, Russell said, his research
%lrew both deeper and wider, re-

ecting the “increasingly obvious
complexity” of the subject and his
interest in it.

In the process, he also came
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to appreciate just how rich, di-
verse, and sometimes perplexing
Thames’ own history is.

“My most challenging issue in
researching and compiling the
narrative was staying on focus and
‘in the zone’.

“Thames’ history is deeply inter-
esting, diverse, challenging, and at
times %)erplexing. A close examina-
tion of our history, and the people
who made that history, reveals, in
smaller scale, most of the elements
that shaped New Zealand’s history
- and it was easy to be drawn into
side-bar topics that, while provid-
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ing some context to the story, did
not, directly, relate to John Read,
the Founder,” he said.

“One of the beautifully distract-
ing issues was that of tangata
whenua, specifically, the capabil-
ity and prescience of rangatira
who were bound up in the unfold-
ing story of the Thames and its’
development - a story waiting to
be revealed; a story that will assist
in positioning Maori in the com-
plexities of today’s politics.”

Beyond Gold is available to pur-
chase from Read Bros Hardware
and Carson’s Bookshop, both
along Pollen St, Thames. Copies
are limited.

“To those who have purchased
Beyond Gold, thank you for hav-
ing an interest in our local history
- use the book as a springboard
into enquiry about your own
whakapapa,” Russell said.
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