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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

St John ambulance station officially opens, P3

0800 TOTALSPAN
TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

TRUST YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS
Totalspan Coromandel 1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames
P 07 869 0400 E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

Strike Strike 
a posea pose
People on Pollen St took a moment to pose, People on Pollen St took a moment to pose, 
promenade and in some instances pirouette for promenade and in some instances pirouette for 
the annual Steampunk the Thames parade on the annual Steampunk the Thames parade on 
Saturday. This year’s event celebrated 10 years Saturday. This year’s event celebrated 10 years 
of the popular festival with a theme of ‘Steampunk of the popular festival with a theme of ‘Steampunk 
your own way’. DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA captured the your own way’. DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA captured the 
colour. colour. 
More photos: P14More photos: P14

Carl Yates, of 
Christchurch, 
strikes a pose 

during the Thames 
parade on Saturday. 

Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 03
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 06
Waihi Beach - 0 21 -0 16

www.readbros.co.nz 
308 Pollen St, Thames 

07 868 6608

A traditional hardware store 
where you will find quality 
goods and quality service, 

every time.

A unique 
collection of 
kitchen and 
homeware 
carefully 
selected each 
season for 
those who love 
to gift, cook 
and create.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Carswell Con-
struction ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel
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E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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SH25 reopens after bridge replacement
The morning commute will feel a lot smooth-

er for people travelling on SH25 along the 
Thames Coast, with the seven-day closure at 
Boundary Creek coming to an end last week.

NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi regional 
manager infrastructure delivery Darryl Coalter 
said crews worked extended hours during the 
closure to install a new bridge deck, with the 
state highway reopening on November 5.

“After two weeks of work beneath the bridge 
repairing and strengthening the bridge supports, 
the road was closed so the old deck could be re-
moved and a new one installed. By late Sunday 
night [November 2] the new bridge deck was in 
place and its topcoat of asphalt laid.”

Mr Coalter said not only was the agency 
pleased to get the job done within the timeframe, 
with the weather on its side, it was able to com-

plete more work than planned.
“In addition to installing the new bridge deck, 

we’ve been able to carry out additional works, 
meaning less disruption for traffic once the 
bridge reopens,” he said.

Bridge expansion joints, crash barriers, and 
road marking were now in the process of being 
completed. The agency is also reminding peo-
ple of upcoming daytime closures required on 
SH25A Kōpū-Hikuai from November 10-21.

State Highway 25A will be closed between 
8am and 5pm, Monday to Saturday. The road 
will open to traffic under single lane and stop/go 
each evening from 5pm and on Sunday, Novem-
ber 16. Delays can be expected.

Meanwhile, SH25 at Moana Anu Anu Bridge 
in Whangamatā is now closed for five weeks, 
with a local detour in place.

In Brief
FATAL CRASH
Two people died following a 
crash on State Highway 2, Karan-
gahake, on November 5. Police 
were alerted to the crash be-
tween Jackson Rd and Rahu Rd 
at 11.40pm. “A car collided with 
a power pole and tragically both 
the driver and passenger were 
killed,” Police said. Enquiries into 
the circumstances of the crash 
are under way. SH2 was closed 
overnight and reopened early on 
November 6.

UNEXPLAINED DEATH
Police said enquiries were con-
tinuing on November 10 after a 
death at a residential property on 
Kerepēhi Town Road, Kerepēhi, 
on November 7. “The death is 
currently being treated as unex-
plained,” Police said. “A scene 
examination has been concluded, 
and enquiries are ongoing.”

LAP THE MAP
Lap the Map is returning to raise 
money for Diabetes NZ. Groups 
across the country will participate 
in walks to cover a combined dis-
tance of 15,000km - the length 
of New Zealand’s coastline. The 
Waihī Lions walk will take place on 
November 16 on the Waihī Gold-
mine Rim track. Gold coin dona-
tion, meet at the pumphouse be-
tween 8am-12pm to participate. 

The old Boundary Creek bridge deck 
was demolished and removed from 
site early in the process.  
Photo: SUPPLIED/NZTA

Tangata Ora Trust 
Village Press Oil Fundraiser.

$30 per pack, 
$5 donated to Tangata Ora Trust.
Final day for orders - Nov 27th.

10am-1pm Mon-Thur
607 Mackay St,Thames

8 6 8  7 7 2 3
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Christmas has
arrived at
Christine’s

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

Prime Minister (encore screenings) (102 mins) M. Going behind the scenes of her administration and
her private life, PRIME MINISTER follows Dame Jacinda Adern for seven years. Intimate home footage
shot by her husband and audio interviews that she did while in office give us unparalleled access.
Riviera Revenge (94 mins) M. French comedy. 73 y.o. François, a former military man who is making
the most of his retirement, discovers his wife cheated on him 40 years ago and confronts her former lover.
Familiar Touch (92 mins) PG. A life-affirming drama. Amid the haze of fading memory and shifting desires,
Ruth, a retired cook, quietly navigates her transition to assisted living. With grace, wit, and the enduring threads
of her identity, she deals with her changing sense of self and her bonds with those who care for her.
Springsteen: Deliver Me From Nowhere (120 mins) M. Bruce Springsteen’s journey crafting his
1982 album Nebraska, which emerged as he recorded Born in the USA with the E Street Band.
Good Fortune (98 mins) M. A well-meaning but rather inept angel named Gabriel meddles in the
lives of a struggling gig worker and a wealthy venture capitalist.
Pike River (131 mins) M. Melanie Lynskey and Robyn Malcolm star as two ordinary women who stand
up and take on the government, justice system and a company after the 2010 Pike River Mine explosion
takes the lives of 29 men. A film about power, people vs. money, right vs. wrong. An inspiring true story of an
incredible female friendship and together what is possible when you simply won’t give up.
NEXT WEEK:Wicked: For Good - The final chapter of the witches of Oz. Elphaba, now demonized as
The Wicked Witch of the West, lives in exile, hidden within the Ozian forest while continuing her fight for the
freedom of Oz’s silenced animals and desperately trying to expose the truth she knows about The Wizard.

Movies from Thursday 13 November to Wednesday 19 November
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

St John ambulance station officially opens
A crowd gathered in Waihī 

on November 1, for the of-
ficial opening ceremony of the 
new Hato Hone St John ambu-
lance station on Johnston St. 

The new, state-of-the-art sta-
tion has already been opera-
tional for some time, with staff 
working from the site since Au-
gust - a fact which was quickly 
highlighted when the alarms 
went off mid-speech, prompt-
ing an on-duty officer to head 
off to a call. November’s event, 
however, was a chance for the 
organisation to celebrate the 
many years of hard work in-
volved in making the new sta-
tion a reality. 

St John chancellor John 
Whitehead unveiled the plaque 
commemorating the occasion, 
following which Brad Mitch-
ell from Mitchell Construc-
tion handed over the keys to 
the building. Blessings and 
speeches rounded out the for-
mal ceremony. 

The afternoon featured open 
hours, allowing the communi-
ty to take a peek at the inside 
of the building. It contains a 
two-vehicle ambulance bay, 
bedrooms, offices, a meeting 
room, kitchen, and lounge. 

The staff’s favourite thing 
about the building, though, is 
less tangible. 

“It’s a place for them to rest, 

to restock, recharge, and to feel 
safe,” group operations man-
ager Julia Te Huia said. 

“Look how far we’ve come 
from bars on the windows, 
leaks in the walls when the rain 
falls… Once, I came in in the 
morning and one of the beds 

was absolutely saturated be-
cause the rain had leaked on to 
the bed where somebody had 
been sleeping. We don’t have 
to put up with that anymore. So 
we’re very grateful.”

The new building has been 
two decades in the making, 

with the Waihī area committee 
working tirelessly on their fun-
draising efforts since then. 

“There have been many, 
many area committee members 
to make this project work,” area 
committee chair Kris Purden 
said. 

“We’ve had amazing commu-
nity support… I wanted to say a 
big thank you to all of the peo-
ple who have made this station 
better than before.” 

Staff are thrilled with the new working space. FAR RIGHT: St John chancellor John Whitehead unveils the commemorative plaque.            Photos: ALICE PARMINTER 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

St John personnel and other event attendees outside the new station.             Photo: SUPPLIED
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Swimmer shines on world stage
Hauraki Plains College stu-

dent Rylee Sayer made 
her international debut with 
New Zealand’s national swim-
ming team, the Aquablacks, 
at the World Para Swimming 
Championships in Singapore in 
September, and what a debut it 
was. 

The 17-year-old competed 
in four individual events - the 
Women’s 50m Freestyle S7, 
Women’s 100m Freestyle S7, 
Women’s 100m Breaststroke 
SB7 and Women’s 50m Butter-
fly S7 - and came away with 
three top-eight finishes 
and two personal 
bests. 

“[It felt] like a 
dream come true, 
it made all the 
hard work and 
sacrifices finally 
pay off,” Rylee 
said. 

“I was super 
nervous in my first 
race. The call room 
was really intimidat-
ing as you are so close 
to some amazing athletes 
who are world record holders. 
[But] I placed sixth overall and 
it made me realise that I did de-
serve to be there and was com-
petitive.”

The event came only 18 
months after Rylee finished 

chemotherapy treatment 
for the cancer which claimed 
her right arm. But despite the 
fatigue of her health battles, 
Rylee kept pushing towards her 
goals. 

Reaching the Para Swimming 

Championships was empower-
ing not only for its place on the 
world stage, but also because 
Rylee was able to meet other 
athletes with challenges to over-
come. 

“There are so many disabili-

ties there. Some of the S1 and S2 
athletes are crazy - to see them 
swim is truly inspiring,” Rylee 
said. 

“All these people I had looked 
up to over the years, and then I 
was having breakfast with them 

Aquablack Rylee Sayer at the World Para Swimming Championships. RIGHT: Rylee is 
named HPC Sportsperson of the year.                  Photos: WORLD PARA SWIMMING 

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA and 
ALICE PARMINTER

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE

or sharing a lane in warm-up. It 
was a little surreal.

“[I feel like] I have found my 
people. To be surrounded by 
others who don’t notice disabil-
ity was great.”

Rylee has also been named 
her school’s Sportsperson of the 
Year, an honour she was sur-
prised to receive. 

“We have some really amaz-
ing athletes at Hauraki Plains 
College who have competed on 
the world stage too so I genu-
inely had no idea that it would 
be me,” Rylee said. 

“There are lots of people here 
who are a big part of my jour-
ney so to be recognised in front 
of them was super special.”
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Construction of Hauraki District 
Council’s $40 million Paeroa 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
reached the halfway mark recently 
and is expected to be finished on 
time and on budget.

Council chief executive David 
Speirs said it was pleasing to see 
the flow on effect for the local 
economy, with more than 14 local 
businesses and contractors sup-
porting the biggest infrastructure 
build in council’s history.

To celebrate the halfway mark, a 
barbecue lunch was hosted by the 
contractor, Spartan Construction, 
followed by a site visit to view pro-
gress. 

Mr Speirs said the last time he 
was at the site, the focus was on 
drilling and pouring hundreds 
of concrete piles to stabilize the 
ground before any building could 
occur, so there wasn’t much to see.

“At the 50 per cent completion 
mark, above ground progress is 
well underway with sludge tanks, 
filters and filter tanks all under 
construction. The site is really tak-
ing shape and looks great,” he said.

A Spartan Construction spokes-
person said the build had been 

challenging but they were making 
good progress. It was complex in-
frastructure, including civil, struc-
tural, and mechanical and electri-
cal engineering aspects. 

“We would also like to take the 
opportunity to thank all of the lo-
cal businesses who have supported 
the project.”

The project includes the con-
struction of a new screening sys-
tem; concrete aeration tanks over 
six metres in height; membrane 
bioreactor technology; new equip-
ment and administration build-
ings; 240kL sludge storage tanks; 
sludge dewatering; chemical dos-
ing and numerous other ancillary 
structures.

Forming part of council’s 10-
year, $100 million investment in 
wastewater infrastructure across 
the district that began in 2022, the 
upgrade is sized to meet Paeroa’s 
growth needs up to 2035 in its first 
phase, with provisions made for 
stage two growth catering to 2050 
requirements, council said. Con-
struction will continue through 
to early 2026 with the new plant 
scheduled to be fully commis-
sioned around mid-2026. 

Halfway mark for 
$40m plant

Waihī Beach residents met 
last month to talk about the 

proposed rezoning of the Beach 
Rd Recreation Reserve, which 
Pinnacle Incorporated, a not-for-
profit primary healthcare organi-
sation, has applied to Western 
Bay of Plenty District Council to 
lease.

The proposal would see a medi-
cal centre and associated parking 
occupy around 30 per cent of the 
reserve, located between Beach 
Rd and Marine Ave, and resident 
Peter Bullock said the group met 
with re-elected councillor Allan 
Sole to discuss their concerns.

“Unfortunately many more 
questions remain unanswered 
due to a lack of detail available 

within the council planning de-
partment,” Bullock said.

Cr Sole told The Profile the Oc-
tober 12 meeting went well. 

“The people were extremely re-
spectful. They have sincere con-
cerns,” he said.

Cr Sole said consultation about 
the proposal was to take place 
over two months; a starting date 
yet to be confirmed. He encour-
aged all those who had a view on 
the issue, “be it for or against”, to 
make a submission.

“I did encourage those at the 
meeting to make practical, con-
structive comments, and suggest 
other options for the medical 
centre. I’m sure they will do that 
as they are very sincere people,” 
he said. 

“I understand that the practice 

owners are keen to tell their story 
and why they selected that site.”

Primary Health Care Ltd, the 
parent company for Pinnacle 
Ventures - the owner of the Pri-
mary Health Care Ltd group of 
general practices - earlier said its 
current facility on Wilson Rd was 
“no longer fit for purpose”.

Business manager Mark Taylor 
said the organisation was work-
ing closely with Western Bay of 
Plenty Council and “will be guid-
ed by their plans and processes”.

He said the organisation 
planned to hold a community 
meeting and encouraged resi-
dents to raise concerns or ask 
questions at that time.

Meeting held for proposed rezoning
Waihī Beach residents met to talk about the proposed rezoning of the Beach Rd Recreation Reserve.    Photos: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

New Listing

Waihi
239A Waitawheta Road, Waikino 4 3 1 3

eves.co.nz/ewa20899

Riverside Lifestyle Retreat
Set on a private hectare of flat land, this exceptional
property blends relaxed country living with refined
comfort. Perfectly positioned by the river’s edge, where
generations of children have swum and spent endless
summers exploring. Call Brooke for more info.

Asking Price $1,265,000 Plus GST (if any)
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
79 Bulltown Road 3 1 1 3

eves.co.nz/ewa20833

Peaceful and Perfectly Positioned
Minutes from town, this tidy three-bedroom home
offers the perfect combination of comfort, practicality,
and privacy. Well-maintained and thoughtfully
designed to suit a range of buyers, from families to
professionals working from home. Call Brooke to view.

Asking Price $799,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only Boundary lines are indicative only

New Listing

Waihi
147 Reservoir Road

eves.co.nz/ewa20831

Your Blank Canvas
1.03ha (approx.) lifestyle block, just minutes from town.
A great spot to build your dream home and enjoy
space, privacy, and rural views with all the convenience
of Waihi nearby. Power to the boundary. Call Brooke for
more information.

Asking Price $420,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
57D Kent Crescent

eves.co.nz/ewa20828

Rural Lifestyle Near Town
Enjoy the ideal blend of rural charm and town
convenience on this 1.56ha (approx) lifestyle section.
With power to the boundary and a designated building
site, it’s ready for you to create your dream home in a
peaceful, connected setting.

Asking Price $440,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Peculiar case of poisoning eventually solved

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

A most peculiar case of 
poisoning occurred at 

Thames. Dr Von Mirbach was 
called in to see a young man, 
employed at the Post Office, 
who had been ill some two or 
three days. 

The doctor found his patient 
very feverish and delirious, but 
with no fever symptoms.

He prescribed for him, but 
the next day found him much 
worse. Dr Von Mirbach then 
came to the conclusion that the 
young man had been poisoned, 
but could not discover any food 
likely to be the cause.

The doctor’s second visit 
took place in the bedroom, and 
there he quickly discovered the 
source of the illness. The room 
was papered with a coarse-
grained green paper, very com-
monly used and known to con-
tain arsenic. He immediately 
administered antidotes and al-
though they worked, the young 
man was in a very dangerous 

‘The Arsenic waltz’ - Food, walls and clothes were full of deadly 
arsenic dye in the 19th century.           Image: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

condition for some time. 
He had inhaled quite a quan-

tity of poisonous matter from 
the evaporation of the arsenical 
colouring of the paper before 
medical assistance had been 
sought. The doctor took a piece 
of the paper, which had been 
recently put on the wall, and, 
in the presence of Mr Brittain, 
chemist, analysed it.

It was found to contain a large 
quantity of arsenic. The walls of 
the bedroom were immediately 
denuded of the obnoxious cov-
ering, and the place thoroughly 
cleaned. Two other gentlemen 
who were sleeping in the same 
room experienced no ill ef-

fects, but their beds were near 
the window. The public were 
warned to exercise care in the 
selection of their wallpaper.

Over at Mackaytown, one of 
the greatest inconveniences 
was the want of a Post Office 
and some regular mode of con-
veying the mail from Paeroa.

Scarcely a day passed when 
anxious inquiries were made 
after missing letters. This was a 
terrible annoyance to business-
men who regularly received let-
ters announcing the shipment 
of goods days after the arrival 
of the goods themselves. The 
government was called upon to 
arrange some plan for convey-

1875

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. Armistice Day, commemorated 
on November 11 each year, marks 
the end of which major conflict? 
a) WWI, b) WWII, or c) the Korean 
War?
2. Which fruit is traditionally used in 
a Black Forest cake?
3. Arrange these North Island coast-
al islands by size from largest to 
smallest: a) Great Barrier (Aotea), b) 
Matakana, c) Waiheke.
4. ‘Gambrinous’ is defined as being 
full of which liquid? a) Beer, b) water, 
or c) wine?
5. Roughly how much caffeine does 
a cup of tea contain compared to a 
cup of coffee? a) 1/10th the amount, 
b) between a third to a half, or c) just 
as much?
6. In computing, what does “AI” 
stand for?
7. Which zodiac sign is represented 
by a crab?
8. The word ‘unknown’ contains 
how many n’s?
9. Lorde uses which type of gym 
equipment during her performances 
of her song Super Cut? a) Barbells, b) 
a rowing machine, or c) a treadmill?
10. Holly is often grown in gardens 
for its attractive red a) bark, b) flow-
ers, or c) fruit?

ANSWERS: 1.  a) WWI; 2. Cherries; 3. Great 
Barrier (Aotea), Waiheke, Matakana; 4. 
a) Beer; 5. b) Between a third to a half 
(though it varies considerably); 6. Artificial 
Intelligence; 7. Cancer; 8. Three; 9. c) A 
treadmill; 10. c) Fruit. 

ing the mail to Mackaytown 
leaving it at some stated place, 
where people might know 
where to look for their letters.

This would remove the evil 
and would do until a perma-
nent Post Office was arranged.

Meanwhile, a visitor to 
Paeroa observed that the set-
tlement consisted of a store 
and grog shop, a butcher’s, 
a baker’s, a cheap boarding 
house, and a number of tents. 

Men were engaged in con-
structing two or three wooden 
buildings, the warehouses for a 
drapery, grocery and groggery.

Austin’s store was the central 
point, and would do a very ex-
cellent business were it not for 
the gross incivility of the pro-
prietor.

The visitor had heard previ-
ous to his arrival of the semi-
barbarous nature of this indi-
vidual, but was not prepared 
for the insolence which he met 
with there. 

At an encampment of min-
ers, the scene at night was 
very romantic. The tents were 
all illuminated, and from one 
came strains of melody from a 
strange mixture of instruments 
the only distinguishable one 
being a big drum beaten with a 
vigorous arm. 

In other tents, the diggers 
were amusing themselves by 
playing cards, discussing the 
prevailing topics or speculat-
ing on their chances of finding 
gold.
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GREASE TRAP EMPTYING
LIQUID WASTE REMOVAL
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DISPOSAL EXPERTS

0800 45 52 70
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CONTACT US

Paeroa 150th marked with tree planting
A new tree in Paeroa Domain 

bears a plaque commemo-
rating 150 years of Paeroa and 
the surrounding district. 

Members of the Paeroa 
Historical Society gathered 
in the Domain on October 23 
to witness the planting, along 
with dignitaries including 
representatives from Ngāti 
Tamaterā, Hauraki District 
Mayor Toby Adams, former 
Hauraki District Mayor Basil 
Morrison, and members of 
long-standing local families. 

Paeroa was named in 1875, 

when a Deed of Cession was 
signed by Ngāti Tamaterā 
chiefs and representatives of 
the Governor of New Zealand. 

The February 17 signing al-
lowed the 132,175-acre area of 
land known as the Ohinemuri 
Block to be mined for gold.

The township of Paeroa re-
mained part of Thames County 
until 1915, when it was gazet-
ted as a borough. 

The new tree planted to mark 
the milestone, a Claret Ash, 
was gifted to the town by the 
historical society. Before plant-
ing, the tree was blessed by 
kaumātua Apanui Skipper - a 

descendant of one of the origi-
nal signers of the deed. 

The planting was carried out 
by the society’s curator, Laurie 
Smith, and two local tamariki 
(children), Graeson Pakinga 
and Nyah McShane. 

“It’s nice to have both sides, 
the young ones, the old ones,” 
society president Gaye Cleave 
said. 

“It’s a good representation of 
the community as a whole.”

The plaque was laid by John 
Strange. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The blessing of the tree commemorating Paeroa town and district.                Photos: ALICE PARMINTER Community members young and old help the tree into its new home.          
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Waihī College Celebrates Academic Achievement
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2026 STUDENT LEADERS WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Kurt Hahn established
the Outward Bound
movement, and this award
is for a person who best
fits the Outward Bound
movement motto “to seek,
to strive and not to yield”.

This is for the student
who has made the most
consistent effort during
the year.

First in Calculus

For Year 12 Art

For Year 13 Art

First

First

Second

Second

Third

Third

This trophy is for
Service to school
and community.

For the student
who has dedicated
time and passion
to helping
others through
community spirit
and tackling
current issues.

This trophy is awarded to
the international student
who has embraced
opportunities and
contributed to school life.

This cup is named in memory
of Jack Silcock and recognises
students who have shown
tremendous strength and
resilience throughout their
schooling at Waihi College. It
recognises a person who has
put others before themselves.

This cup was presented to the
College by the Combes family
in memory of John Combes
who was an outstanding
student of Maths and Science.

For academic, cultural,
sporting and service.

Runner up to Dux

Top academic
achievement for
Waihi College

For academic, cultural,
sporting and service.

This award is for a student
who has enthusiastically
participated in school
activities, has a bubbly
personality and has a great
sense of community.

For being an
exceptional
role model and
showing leadership
within the school.

This is awarded to a
student who wishes
to further their studies
outside of Waihi
College.

This award is in memory of Penny
Bowden who was a former Head of
English. This award is given to the
student who has been a mainstay
in the performing arts, worked hard
to achieve their artistic talents while
helping others do the same.

For someone who has worked hard all year and made
a significant contribution to the life of the school.

Particular congratulations go to the winners of the 2025 Special Prizes which recognize academic success as well as leadership and community involvement. The night’s key winners were:

Zara
Davies-Young

Bella Paulsen

Māhe North

Māhe North

Zoe-Beth
Naisby

Luke Butler

Izzie Cannell

Charlie Joyce

Maddie Oliver Charlie Joyce

Evah Carey

Cameron
Lamont Bella Paulsen

Brooke Kelly Tegan
Olds-Ford

Kate
Townend

Rose Morley Evah Carey

Evah Carey

Lily McAndie

Lilly
Fredericks

Zara
Davies Young

Zara
Davies Young

Māhe NorthCharlie Joyce

Greta Spicer

Ben Harvis

Bella
Paulsen

Zoe-Beth
Naisby

Jessica Yeh

Zara Clare

Carlee Huang

Ruby
Wilhelmi

Jessica
Frohlich

Maike Kwast

Sam Bjerring

Charlie Joyce

Charlie Joyce

Charlie Joyce

Maddie
Oliver

Brooke
Kelly

Kate
Townsend

Cade
Tucker

Brea
Peka

Charlie
Joyce

Bayley
Goddard

Cade
Tucker

Joey
Peka

Zara
Clare

Malea
Hutchins

Stella
Shave

Stuart
Hartley

Max
Morley

Reese
Neame

Alexis
Hughes

Rian
Morgan

The Kurt Hahn Award

The Chandel Cup

The Rogers
Calculus Cup

The Golden
Apple

The Kathleen Adams
Memorial Award

Scholarship (also known
as the Jubilee Award)

Waihi Lions Trades
Scholarship

Victoria University
International

Experience Grant
The University of Otago

Vice-Chancellor’s
Scholarship

University of Waikato
Scholarships

Oregon State
University
Scholarship

Raukaraka Leadership
Scholarship from
Victoria University

The David Johnstone
Charitable Trust
Scholarship

Waihi Medical Centre
Scholarship

Waihi Agricultural
Education Trust

Grover Plate

The Board
Chairman’s
Award and the
Waihi Beach
Lions Trophy for
Citizenship

The Ryan Family Trophy

The Sel Baker Cup for
Humanities

The John van der Zwan
International Student Award for
outstanding contribution

The Jack Silcock Memorial Cup

The John Combes Memorial Cup
for Science and Mathematics

Best All-Round Girl, Board Chairman’s
Award & Martha Women’s Club Award

The Coombes Cup for
PROXIMEACCESSIT

The Shepherd Cup &Waihi
Lions Scholarship for DUX

Best All-Round Boy and, Board
Chairman’s Award

The Bronwyn Wightman
Memorial Trophy This award is presented

by Whaea Tuihana Jack-
Ainsley for someone who
shows leadership qualities
and is a positive role model
for our Maori Students.

Sam
Bjerring

Ara PoutamaAward

The O’Leary Cup for
Leadership

The Ethel Madgwick Cup –
Rural Women NZ

Year 12

Year 11

This is for a year 13 Girl with
a top academic performance,
who is a good citizen, friendly
and helps others. Maia Short
was destined for leadership and
her Taha Māori was incredibly
important to her.

Moana
Magee

Maia Short Memorial
Scholarship

Penny Bowden Trophy for
Performing Arts

The Principal’s Award

- Baker’s Joinery - Bargains n More
- Class* Furniture - D & J Smeaton
- DLAArchitect - Fujifilm - J&A Cartwright
- Hauraki District Council - J Baker (Sel Baker Family)
- Jack Silcock Trust - Meares Electrical
- Maia Short Memorial (B Habberfield)- Martha Women’s Club
- Music Works - OceanaGold
- Photolife - Pioneer Fire & Security
- Printec Digital - The Get Group
- Triarc Light and Sound - Waihi Auto Services
- Waihi 100% Electrical - Waihi Beach RSA
- Waihi Family Dentist - Waihi Lions Club
- Waihi Paperplus/Toyworld - Waihi Tyres
- Waihi Agricultural Education Trust
- Waikato Graduate Women Education Trust

Waihī College recently held its annual Academic Prize Giving — a heartfelt celebration of achievement,
pride, and community spirit. It was a special evening to recognise the hard work of our students and the
incredible support they receive from their whānau, teachers, and wider community. A huge congratulations
to Evah Carey, named Dux of Waihi College, to Charlie Joyce, who received Proxime Accessit (Runner-
Up to Dux), and Bella Paulsen who was third in Year 13 - all incredible young women.

Many of our senior students are now preparing to take their next steps into tertiary study, supported by an outstanding $126,700 in scholarships receiving this year. We’re deeply
grateful for those scholarships and the opportunities they bring, and to all our sponsors for their generosity and ongoing belief in our young people. The evening also saw the
announcement of our 2026 Student Leaders, who will carry forward the values and spirit that make Waihī College so special. Congratulations to the following:



even in an emergency. It’s about 
making sure our most vulnerable 
whānau are never left without sup-
port.”

The Thames Coromandel Dis-
trict Council has also recognised 
the Trust’s facilities - including a 
planned new shower - as vital for 
Civil Defence readiness, contribut-
ing funding to ensure the site can 
operate as a community support 
base during emergencies.

“A huge thank you to Meridian 
Energy for providing the bulk of 
the funding through their Com-
munity Decarbonisation Fund, 
to Thames Coromandel District 
Council for their generous sup-
port, and to Adams Electrical for 
their outstanding work installing 
the system and tidying up our elec-
trical infrastructure,” Eddie said. 

“This has truly been a team ef-
fort.”

The trust hoped its solar initia-
tive would inspire other commu-
nity organisations to explore re-
newable energy, Eddie said. 

“Sustainability and compassion 
can walk hand in hand. 

“By going solar, we’re not just 
reducing costs - we’re showing our 
community what’s possible.”
Over the past year, Living Well Trust 
has provided: 1430 meals through 
“Tasty Tuesday”; 1068 food parcels 
(around 17,088 meals) from the 
Foodbank; 4534 visits to the Open 
Door drop-in; 5800+ young people 
engaged through resilience and 
mentoring programmes in schools.
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Thames’ Living Well Trust has 
taken a major step toward a 

more sustainable and resilient 
future with the installation of a 
29.7kW solar power system at its 
community hub on Mary St.

For more than 30 years, the 
trust has been a lifeline for the 
marginalised, isolated, and home-
less - providing meals, mentor-
ing, school programmes, and the 
Thames Community Foodbank. 

Now, with the help of Merid-
ian’s Community Decarbonisa-
tion Fund and local partner Ad-
ams Electrical, the organisation 
is turning sunshine into savings, 
freeing up resources for the peo-
ple who need them most.

The new solar installation in-
cludes 66 high-efficiency panels, 
and battery storage providing 
19.2kWh of usable capacity. To-
gether, the system is expected 
to generate over 41,000kWh of 
clean energy each year, cutting 
the Trust’s power bills by an esti-
mated $5800 annually - and more 
than $124,000 over its lifetime 
based on best estimates.

The environmental gains are 
equally significant: each year, 
the system will avoid around five 
tonnes of CO₂ emissions, the 
equivalent of 912 trees planted or 
447,000 car kilometres avoided.

Living Well Trust team lead Ed-
die Churton said the project was 
about much more than energy 
savings.

“This is about resilience. With 
solar and battery backup, we can 
keep the food bank open, the 
kettle on and the ovens running 

Living Well Trust goes solar Stop the itch before it starts

Leo, right, a three-year-old Domestic 
Long Hair cat, was scratching like 

mad with bald patches on his back. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The Living Well Trust’s Eddie Churton says its new solar panels will save 
energy and boost community resilience.                Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Fleas: tiny 
Pests, Big 

Problems for 
Pets Fleas 
might be 
small, but 
they can cause 
big headaches 

for you and your pets. These little 
bloodsuckers can infest cats, dogs, 
and even your home. A single flea 
can lay up to 50 eggs a day - so 
it doesn’t take long for a small 
problem to turn into a full-blown 
infestation!

Pets with fleas often scratch, 
bite, or lick themselves constantly. 
You might spot hair loss, red or 
irritated skin, or tiny black specks 
(flea dirt) in their coat. In heavy 
infestations, fleas can cause skin 
infections, allergic reactions, 
or even anaemia - especially in 
young, frail, or elderly pets. And 
don’t be fooled - fleas don’t just 
bite pets, they’ll happily snack on 
humans too! Once they’re in your 
home, flea eggs can hide in bed-
ding, carpets, and furniture for 

weeks before hatching.
Case study: Leo the Cat. 
Leo, a three-year-old Domestic 
Long Hair, came into the clinic 
scratching like mad with bald 
patches on his back. The owner 
had tried bathing her and using 
flea shampoo, but the fleas kept 
coming back. 

A flea comb revealed flea dirt, 
and a skin test confirmed flea 
allergy dermatitis. After a vet-
recommended flea treatment 
and a thorough house clean, Leo’s 
skin healed and his coat grew 
back within two weeks. Treating 
both the pet and the environment 
made all the difference.

Flea prevention checklist: Firstly, 
treat your pet: Act fast if you spot 
fleas. Ask your vet which product 
suits your pet best - spot-ons, tab-
lets, or collars all work differently.

Also treat your home: vacuum 
regularly, wash bedding, and use 
sprays or bombs if needed.

Lastly, stay on top of it: Keep flea 
treatments going year-round. Pre-
vention is far easier (and cheaper!) 
than dealing with an infestation.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets

By Neka Kater, 
Veterinarian
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Liz Cameron has a saying: 
“So many recipes, so little 

time”. 
Her husband jokes that she 

never makes the same meal 
twice - a sign of her lifelong 
love of tasting and experiment-
ing, now being served up in the 
form of her first cookbook.

Hailing from the Coroman-
del, Liz is a former home econ-
omist and food consultant, and 
cooking has always been on the 
front burner ever since she was 
a child. 

She grew up on a South Ota-
go sheep farm in the 1950s and 
60s, where one of her earliest 
memories is of her mum mak-
ing ice cream, coloured green 
at Liz’s request. 

In 1963, when she turned 15, 
she was given her first cook-
book, and a few years after 
that, she left home to study for 
a Diploma in Home Science 
at Otago University, graduat-
ing in 1968. “[I] then went to 
teachers college in Epsom. I 
taught sewing and cooking in 
Auckland, then in Vanuatu and 
Fiji, coming to Coromandel 
in 1975, where I taught Home 
Economics at the area school.”

Liz said the two years she 
spent in the islands taught her 
a lot about other cuisines dur-
ing a time when New Zealand’s 
own tastebuds were “still very 
simple”.

“So it was eye-opening for 
me to see different dishes and 
different ingredients being 
used,” she said.

Lifetime of culinary love shared
In a gesture true to the spirit of 

the story, Thames Music and 
Drama’s latest production has 
raised $10,000 for the Thames 
Cancer Support Society.

Last month, the local thea-
tre company presented the 
Thames Cancer Support Soci-
ety with a cheque for $10,000 
- the proceeds after costs from 
its September production of 
Calendar Girls at the Civic 
Centre. Director Stuart Floan 
said the Thames community 
“came out in force” to support 
the show and give generously 
to the cause. 

“A huge thank you goes out 
to all of the people that bought 
tickets, calendars, and gave 
general donations,” he said. 

“Also a massive thank you to 
the Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council team that look af-
ter the Civic for agreeing to pro-
vide the venue free of charge. 

“This made a massive differ-
ence to the amount donated as 
our hire cost is always a signifi-
cant cost in any show budget.”

Thames MAD’s performance 
of the iconic stage show was 
based on the 2003 film of the 
same name, in which a group of 
middle-aged Yorkshire women 
produce a nude calendar to 
raise money for Leukaemia Re-
search. The cast - plus a few ad-
ditional “Calendar Guys” - also 
committed to producing a cal-
endar, which was on sale dur-
ing the production’s run.

Thames MAD’s new presi-
dent Martin Rodley presented 
the $10,000 cheque to Angela 
Williams of the Thames Cancer 
Support Society on October 29, 
and now the company is look-
ing ahead to its next perfor-
mance. We Will Rock You, a 
jukebox musical based on the 
songs of Queen, will be staged 
in 2026, and Thames MAD is 
welcoming seasoned and closet 
singers alike to audition later 
this month.
DETAILS: Auditions will take place 
at Elim Church on November 22 
and 23. For times and further 
information, visit 
www.thamesmad.
co/auditions.

Calendar Girls raise $10k for cancer

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

In 1990, Liz opened her own 
restaurant - Success Café - tick-
ing off a long-held dream.

Now, after churning away for 
the past five years, she has re-
leased her first cookbook, Liz’s 
Kitchen, which was launched 
last month. “This has been 
about a five-year project. I have 
given up several times,” she ad-
mitted. 

“Sometimes, it just seemed 
pointless to cook lots of food 
just to photograph the result, 
but early this year I decided to 
make a concerted effort and get 
it done, so I spent three-four 
months working hard on it. 
I set myself a timeframe and 
kept at it, then sent it to Deb-
bie Morgan, a graphic designer 
who did a wonderful job.”

Liz said the most challenging 
aspect of collating her book was 
writing the recipes and making 
sure they were consistent and 
easy to follow. 

She couldn’t pin down a fa-
vourite among them, and in-
stead said she simply loved try-
ing new recipes.

“In fact, my husband often 
complains that I never make 
the same recipe twice,” she 
said. “‘So many recipes, so little 
time, I say!”
DETAILS: Email: lizannever3@
gmail.com or found on Facebook 
under ‘Liz’s Kitchen’. Her books 
will soon be for sale at Carson’s 
Bookshop in Thames.

Liz Cameron in her kitchen with a copy of her new cookbook.   Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

TS 218T
24.5hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine,
42” Cutting Width, Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 220TD
26.2hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine, 42”
Cutting Width, Diff Lock Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 216TM
21.5hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine,
42” Cutting Width, Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 218T TS 220TD

Introductory Special on New Model Husqvarna Lawn Tractors
$5,990

RRP $6599

$6,590
RRP $7299

$7,590
RRP $82999

Q CARD
34 MONTHS
INTEREST
FREE*
*T&Cs apply

Available on Husqvarna purchases

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Forest360 will also donate 
to education programmes 
through Discover Forestry and 
to Wāhine in Forestry; and pay 
amends to Greg Stevens’ wid-
ow.

“Many forestry roads in New 
Zealand are old and potentially 
unsafe, having been built dec-
ades ago to outdated engineer-
ing standards,” WorkSafe’s 
Head of Regulatory Services 
Tracey Conlon said.

“The software development 

has the potential to transform 
how forestry roads are assessed 
for safety. 

“By making cutting-edge 
technology accessible across 
the industry, Forest360’s ini-
tiatives could significantly re-
duce risk and save lives.”

Forestry was a priority for 
WorkSafe as it had the high-
est fatality rate of any sector in 
2024, she said.

“Our role is to influence busi-
nesses to meet their responsi-

bilities to keep people healthy 
and safe.”

This was the first time Work-
Safe has accepted such a com-
mitment from the forestry sec-
tor, she said.

EUs are a way for WorkSafe 
to hold businesses accountable 
for health and safety breaches. 

WorkSafe monitors progress 
on the agreed commitments 
and can seek a court order if 
they are not upheld.

Two other businesses remain 

Tech solution for forestry road safety
Forestry roads nationwide 

are set to become safer, 
thanks to a new agreement be-
tween WorkSafe New Zealand 
and one of the country’s larg-
est forest management compa-
nies.

Forest360 Ltd has agreed to 
fund a range of actions in re-
sponse to a death on one of its 
sites. 

Fifty-nine-year-old Greg Ste-
vens was killed when his log-
ging truck and trailer rolled 
while negotiating a tight bend 
on a Coromandel forestry road 
in May, 2023.

WorkSafe’s investigation 
found the design, maintenance, 
and risk assessment of the road 
by Forest360 was inadequate.

The company’s funded re-
sponse forms a binding com-
mitment, known as an enforce-
able undertaking (EU), which 
WorkSafe has accepted.

It comprises an investment 
of more than $400,000 in-
cluding: Funding research to 
develop a method to assess 
forestry road safety; sponsor-
ing software development to 
help forest owners and opera-
tors identify unsafe road condi-
tions; and promoting the soft-
ware and sharing insights with 
the forestry sector, including at 
conferences and through the 
Forest Industry Safety Council.

The scene of the fatal crash on 
a Coromandel forestry road in 

May, 2023.
 Photo: SUPPLIED

before the court in relation to 
the death of Gregory Albert 
Stevens.

In a statement, Forest360’s 
managing director Dan Gad-
dum said Forest360 deeply re-
gretted the tragic loss of a log-
ging truck driver employed by 
one of its subcontractors, who 
was fatally injured while oper-
ating on a forestry road under 
its control. 

“Our thoughts remain with 
his family, colleagues, and 
community,” he said.

“We take our responsibilities 
for contractor safety manage-
ment extremely seriously, and 
this incident has strengthened 
our resolve to lead improve-
ment across the industry. 

“Sometimes it’s less about 
dwelling on what went wrong, 
and more about doing some-
thing meaningful to stop it 
happening again.”

Through the EU, Forest360 
was investing in technologies 
such as LiDAR (Light Detec-
tion and Ranging), machine 
learning, and drone-based road 
assessments to better identify 
and manage road risks, he said.

“Our goal is to deliver safer 
outcomes for everyone work-
ing in and around our forests, 
and to share what we learn to 
lift safety performance across 
the wider sector.”

On the LandOn the Land
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317 Pollen St,Thames
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Walker Model “R” ZeroTurn Ride On Side Discharge Mower

• Finger-tip steering precision
Steering and Handling

• Tilt-open bodies for easy
maintenance

• Cruise control function of the
forward speed

• Available in 42”, 48”, and 54”
deck cuttingwidth

RRP$13,995
FROM

Students to present at sedge grass trial event
Students from Mangatāwhiri School 

visited Waitakaruru stream to un-
dertake water quality monitoring re-
cently ahead of a Field Day for farmers 
and landowners  on November 13. 

Organised by the Western Firth 
Catchment Group in partnership 
with the wider Piako Waihou Catch-
ment Trust, the results will be used as 
benchmark data for a planting project, 
demonstrating the effectiveness of 
planting native sedges to improve wa-
ter quality and increase biodiversity.

The students undertook several tests 
to monitor the health of the stream, 
including; clarity, temperature, con-

ductivity, and stream flow, along with 
recording habitat observations and the 
presence of macro-invertebrates. 

They also learned about eDNA test-
ing, a tool which allows the identifica-
tion of species present in and around a 
waterway.

Follow-up testing will be done peri-
odically over several years to monitor 
improvements in stream health. 

Leading the stream monitoring work 
is Kelly Deihl from the Western Firth 
Catchment Trust. 

She hoped the “easily replicable 
project” could be rolled out in other 
schools across the region as funding 

On the LandOn the Land

Students Coby Deihl, Cian Clark, Harlan Peter and Indie Vujcich get stuck into the water 
quality monitoring at Waitakaruru stream.                  Photos: SUPPLIED

allowed. “Educating kids about the 
health of waterways and allowing 
them to see for themselves the impact 
shading water has on creating habitats 
suitable for native species is a fantas-
tic way of empowering future genera-
tions with the tools and motivation to 
make choices which support our natu-
ral environment,” Deihl said.

The Field Day and information 
event for farmers and landowners 
will be held at Waitakaruru Hall from 
11am until 3pm on November 13. It 
will include a presentation by students 
of the data collected, as well as a talk 
from farmer Johan van Ras, sharing 
his experience planting waterways. 

This will be followed by an on-site 
farm visit to see the new planting.

Peter Roberts, Chair of the Western 
Firth Catchment Trust, said farmers 
were “practical people running a busi-
ness”. “From what we saw in the Piako 
Catchment, sedge grasses offer a sen-

sible, practical and cost-effective way 
to achieve freshwater outcomes. 

“This is why, as a Catchment Group, 
we chose to trial them here and why 
we want to share this information 
with our local farmers. Shade and 
temperature reduction on our small 
waterways offer huge benefits”.

Matt Vare, Catchment Lead for the 
Piako Waihou Catchment Trust, is 
also keen for farmers and landown-
ers to learn more about the benefits of 
shading waterways.

“The benefits are significant, includ-
ing increasing habitat for native spe-
cies, reducing algae bloom, deterring 
aquatic weeds and invasive koi carp, 
and decreasing bank erosion and 
sediment - this can reduce the need 
for expensive excavation of blocked 
drains,” he said.
DETAILS: The event is open to all. To 
register or for more information, email 
christine@henare.co.nz.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

USED
ALEPGO
7 Tine Subsoiler
Twin Roller

USED
2022
MAXAM 2500
C/WWilter
Had Little Use

USED
2023 FEEDERLEADER Feedlot Unroller

Ex Condition

USED
HOOPER 3M

Rototiller
Galv Frame
with Roller

$24,000 +GST

$9,500+GST

$1,595 +GST$10,990 +GST

It’s almost time for the Hauraki Vin-
tage Machinery Club to start their 

engines.
That’s because the club’s annual 

Crank Up Day event is set to kick off on 
November 23 from 10am at the Kaihere 
Domain.

People can expect to see vintage ma-
chinery, classic cars, motorbikes, trac-
tors and stationary engines.

Club president Neil Fitzgerald told 
The Profile he aimed to take along 
some vintage gear such as a landrover, 
bulldozer and a vintage stationary hay 
baler.

“This is the main event for our club 
that we have once a year. The whole day 
is usually quite busy for me, keeping an 
eye on everybody and making sure that 
everything is working to plan.”

The sledges would be out for children 
to take rides, as well as the tractors and 
trailers, he said.

There would also be a display of yes-
teryear memorabilia.

“We’d like outside people that are not 
members, if they want to bring some-
thing vintage along, they’re more than 
welcome, whether it’s a vintage car, 
truck or tractor or whatever they’ve got 
they’d like to show,” he said.

Families are also invited to take a pic-
nic along or to purchase food and drink 
from the stalls on site such as sausages, 

‘Crank Up’ for a day of 
family fun in the sun

ice cream, cakes, tea, coffee, water or 
cans of drink.

It was obvious the event was not one 
to be missed.

“There’s all sorts of things for people 
to do - tractor trailer rides and sledge 
rides and look at how things used to be.

“Last year we had a record crowd,” he 
said.

“I think [people] should come along 
because it’s very much a family day.”
DETAILS: Crank Up Day, $5 entry 10am to 
4pm on November 23 at the Kaihere Do-
main 1559 Kaihere Road (just off State 
Highway 27). For further information, 
phone or text Neil Fitzgerald on 027 497 
3865 or Robin Hill on 027 2494 600.

Kids chill out in the yellow machine at last 
year’s Crank Up Day event. Photo: KARYN ADAMS

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

On the LandOn the Land
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www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Mechanical
Engineering

Interested in the manufacturing & technology industry?
We have Level 2 Mechanical Engineering to build your
skills before moving into employment or further study.

You’ll learn:
• Introductory welding & fabrication
• Hand & power tool use
• How to read engineering sketches
• Work with metal, fasteners & machinery
Literacy & numeracy support included to help you succeed

NO Fees, 16 and over, start when you’re ready...

HAURAKI VINTAGEMACHINERYCLUB
Kids under 10 - FREE
We would love you
to bring your own
vintage or classic

vehicle out for a run
and join us on the day

Bring the family, a
picnic lunch, sun
screen & relax in a
great scenic spot!

Water, cans of drink,
Tea, Coffee , Cakes &
Sausages for sale
+ Icecream Van

SUNDAY
23rd NOVEMBER 2025

10am to 4pm

WHERE?
CLUB GROUNDS
Kaihere Domain

1559 Kaihere Road
(just off Highway 27)

Live displays of
Vintage Tractors & Machinery
Static display / Memorabilia

Enquiries - Ph/Text
Neil Fitsgerald 0274 973 865 or Robin Hill 0272 494 600

Bring your Vintage or Classic
vehicle along

Tractors • Stationery Engines
• Motorbikes • Classic Cars
See how many we can gather

“CRANK UP”
DAY

ENTRY$5

Steampunk enthusiasts make their way down Pollen St by foot and tricycle.                           Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

People brighten the day in vibrant hues. Parade organiser Paula Munro shares the joy.

Full steam ahead
A flurry of ‘delightful madness’ descended on the town of 

Thames for the annual Steampunk the Thames Festival held 
on November 6-9. People from around the country gathered for 
four days of fun activities, colourful costumes, gears and gadgets. 
Punters were decked out in style for the theme of ‘Steampunk 
your own way’. It also marked 10 years since the festival started. 
Valley Profile reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA captured some of 
the clockwork chaos at the parade on Saturday.

Joe Bruntlett and daughter Carey-Ann Ward from Hamilton and Ngāruawāhia.

Friendly faces share bubbles with the crowds as the sun shines down.

This year’s parade shared ‘delightful madness’ in abundance.



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     November 11, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 15

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space

Owens Flooring is a very well respect-
ed and recognised Business based in 
Waihi Beach, they  happily cover the 
Western BOP, Hauraki, Coromandel 
and the surrounding areas. 

Owens Flooring has a spacious 
240m2 showroom, the largest in the 
Waihī area.

They have in-store stock special 
ranges of carpets and vinyls, with an 
extensive range of both solution-dyed 
nylon and 100% wool carpets.

We also have the latest options in 
European vinyls as well as laminate 
and engineered timber planking. 

We are excited to have several new 

ranges of laminate planking, with 
samples now available to view in 
store.

Brands are developing and improv-
ing their products regularly and it is 
good that quite a number are now 
suitable for not only large living areas 
and kitchens but also bathrooms 
areas. Specialising in both residential 
and commercial flooring coverings 
and installation.

Owner Bill Owens has over 30 years 
of experience in all aspects of floor 
coverings. He stands behind all of 
his products and installation services 
100%. Call in and see his friendly 

sales team including their inhouse 
flooring colour consultant.  Owens 
Flooring is a proud member of The 
Flooring Foundation and FloorsNZ 

Covering floors from the Hauraki 
basin, Coromandel Peninsula, Waihī, 
Waihī Beach, Katikati and beyond.

Phone them to discuss your flooring 
requirements and for a free measure 
and quotation.
DETAILS: Phone 027-2337277 or visit 
Our Showroom at Unit 5 / 57 Wilson 
Road, Waihi Beach. www.owensfloor-
ing.co.nz Email: sales@owensflooring.
co.nz. 

- Supplied by Owens Flooring

Owens Flooring has your floors covered

I was about 10 
years old, out 

tramping in the 
Kaimai Ranges 
with my dad, my 

brother, and my uncle. 
It was an epic trip. 
Adventure, rivers, bush - 

everything a young kid could 
ask for.

But we didn’t all come out 
the same way we went in. My 
uncle walked out limping, hav-
ing taken a ricochet rock to the

When the shortcut becomes the long cut
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION ankle - courtesy of my broth-
er’s over-enthusiastic river 
chucking. And me? I looked 
like I’d stepped out of a car-
toon, head bandaged up, hob-
bling like a wounded soldier.

It all happened near a bridge. 
We needed water, so my broth-
er and I took the little track 
down to the river. 

He filled the bottles while 
I looked for a faster way up - 
because, of course, everything 
was a competition back then. 
That’s when I saw it. 

A block foundation under the 
bridge, covered in green slime, 

steep but climbable... or so I 
thought.

He had the bottles, but I was 
going to beat him to the top.

Halfway up, things were go-
ing well. Near the top, I reached 
forward - and slipped. 

My forehead slammed 
straight into the rock. I grabbed 
my head and when I pulled my 
hand away, it was bright red 
and dripping.

When I got back to Dad, 
dazed and bleeding, he just 
looked at me and shook his 
head. And that moment stuck 
with me.

See, shortcuts can be bril-
liant… but sometimes they 
come at a cost.

In life, we often try to push 
the pace - in our careers, our re-
lationships, our goals. We want 
results now. 

But sometimes, in our rush, 
we miss the safer track. We by-
pass wisdom and end up flat on 
our face, hurting ourselves or 
others in the process.

It’s not that taking action is 
wrong. Far from it - I’m a big 
fan of momentum. 

But it’s about knowing which 
action to take. The wise ones 

take time to assess: Is this 
shortcut really saving time, or 
will it cost me more in the long 
run?

So before you go chasing the 
fast way forward - stop, breathe, 
and check your footing.

Because sometimes, the 
shortcut becomes the long cut.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Thrive Trust, supporting mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support his local youth 
work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on social media @michaelwilkes.
kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab his 
book The Unschooled Life at michael-
wilkes.kiwi.

Make every day beautiful with

512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891 E:flowersonpollen@gmail.com

w:flowersonpollen.co.nz

Shop online or in-store for our full range:
The Depot Lane, 715 Pollen St, Thames
M 021 509 952 www.insider.net.nz

Interior Design ServiceInterior Design Service
Complete design, planning, and furnishing
services for new builds and renovations.

Window TreatmentsWindow Treatments
Custom-made curtains, blinds,

and shutters.

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

We Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation

Domestic & Commercial

Carpets • Vinyls • Floor Sanding
Laminate & Timber Planking

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Join our monthly  Style Your Space page 

and receive a feature article about your 

business and a listing on the 

Coromandel App

Contact Davidda - 022 174 3988
davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

Nikki - 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nzOR



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installati on for 
Domesti c & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz

flooring

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

glass & glazing

electrical services

Sue Gates
Ph 021 267 8449 • thamesglass@xtra.co.nz

Security & Insect Screens 
Windscreen Repair & Replacement 

Shower Doors, Hinged & Sliding 
Painted Splash Backs 

Balustrades & Pool Fencing 
Glass   Mirror   Glazing 
House Window Tinting

glazing

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil constructionbuilder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

electrician

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Waihī-based Short Back’n’Sides of-
fers “anything to do with trees and 

wood” for Thames Valley and Coroman-
del clients up to Whangamatā.

Brett Soutar, who directs the business 
with Carolyn Treblico, said the arboricul-
ture contracting business had been of-
fering experienced qualified solutions so 
clients could make informed decisions 
regarding their tree assets. 

“Our team of skilled and qualified arbo-
rists can tackle the largest removals safe-
ly and efficiently, process all the debris 
left behind and can remove any logwood 
or ring it up for firewood if you prefer to 
keep the wood for your own use.

“Pruning is where art meets science…
a badly pruned tree will always devalue 
your property whereas a very well pruned 
tree will increase your property’s value.

“We’re trying to be the crystal ball for 
the client as far as how the trees will grow 
in the future… and we must be doing 
something right after 25 years because 
we keep getting the call backs.” 

Brett said the business also offered 
milling and stump grinding services, log 
splitter and chipper hire, tree removals, 
and firewood, mulch, slab and smoking 
wood sales.
CONTACT: Phone Brett on 0274 390 367 
or Graham on 022 431 0826. 

A chipper arboriculture service



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery

In the 1970s and 80s, policing the 
Thames area on busy weeks and 

weekends could be quite chaotic. 
With only five policemen and two 

traffic officers, Alan Austin and Colin 
Malloy, stationed here, providing 
24-hour cover seven days a week for 
the area, it could be quite exhausting 
as each policeman and traffic officer 
worked by themselves on one-man 
shifts, though supported by a member 
of our great group of civilian civil De-
fense police personal on Friday and 
Saturday nights. 

With drinking and driving being 
more generally accepted in society at 
that time, motor accidents were very 
common in the wider area, many of 
them being fatal ones, especially on the 
Kōpū-Hikuai and Hauraki Plains. 

However there were few police cars, 
Thames only had one with no siren, 
and a little red roof  light which went 
round and round. The three country 
stations had no police cars and had to 
use their family car, their mileage being 
reimbursed by the police.

Our area to the north was up the 
Thames Coast to Wilsons Bay, where 
the sole constable at Coromandel, Hor-
rie Chesnutt, took over. Our boundary 
to the south went to Omahu, halfway 
between Puriri and Hikutaia, where the 
two Paeroa policemen, Paul Sherriff 
and Brian Dunn took over. In the west, 
our area stopped at the Kōpū Bridge, 
where the sole policeman at Ngatea, 
Bob Cuthbert, took over, policing a 
huge area of the Hauraki Plains with 
one traffic officer, Gavin Ballantyne, 
similarly resident in Ngatea. It could 
be a very busy station, with the higher 
speeds of busy state highways running 
through their area.

However, on quieter evenings in the 
early hours, we knew where to head 
for a cup of tea and a chat. The Toyota 
car factory security gate at night had 

security stationed in the box 24 hours 
a day. Oscar Wilton was often the night 
security officer and did enjoy company. 
Similarly, the boiler man at the hospi-
tal boilers who manned the huge boil-
ers there 24 hours a day, and lot of our 
confiscated cannabis was disposed of 
there.

Probably our favorite though, was the 
hospital kitchen where the day’s un-
used food and meals had to put out and 
disposed of at midnight each night by 
the staff. We were usually very keen to 
help the kitchen staff dispose of these, 
being past their use by date.

It seems quite funny to me now, but 
often, early on weekend evenings, peo-
ple would call in, or phone and request 
while on patrol, that police call in to 
the parties occurring that night, mostly 
at private homes, to deter gate crash-
ers and the uninvited from the vicinity. 
Especially if they were  being organised 
by ladies who may be worried, after the 
pubs emptied out.

One of our tasks was to try and get to 
every hotel in the area of an evening, to 
be a presence, and gauge the likelihood 
of trouble later on at closing time. We 
had eight pubs in our area, Tapu, Lady 
Bowen, Junction, Salutation, Imperial, 
Warrick Arms, Kōpū and Puriri. We 
knew which ones were likely to have 
trouble, and the Burger Bar at 10.30pm 
was often the site of flash points occur-
ring. However, the owner there would 
often look after himself and did let go 
one night with hot fat, at an aggressive 
intoxicated male who tried to jump the 
counter. He offered free chips for us 
when ordering our meal, if we would 
hang out there or in the vicinity at pub 
closing time. 

However, a Crown Solicitor when vis-
iting the station for a large drugs case 
was horrified about this being the start 
of corruption! In my time in the Police, 
there was never ever any suggestion 
that any such thing existed in New Zea-
land Policing.

Drinking, and hotels, were a very 
common and accepted activity in so-
ciety in years gone by, and many in-
toxicated people poured out on to the 
streets at 10.30pm in high spirits, and 
at times aggressively so. On occasions, 
reports of fights were coming in faster 
than we, in the one police car, could get 
round to them. Our aim was to try and 
get people off the streets and home, as 
fast as we could. Especially during the 
busy summer months.

- Ron Agnew is a former
Thames Police officer

Chaotic weekends 
for Thames police

By RON AGNEW

OPINION

The five local policemen, top left: Gary Kitson, 
Ron White, Dave White, Ron Agnew; Front left: 
Bob Cuthbert, John Govorkoand Sel Hunter.  

Coromandel policeman Horrie Chesnutt, left, 
and Traffic Officer Alan Austin. 

Traffic Officer Colin Molly, left, and Paeroa po-
liceman Brian Dunn.                        Photos: SUPPLIED



CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to 

everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this. 

If you are one of the few who did not receive your 

weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council 

Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, 

Ngatea Purple Dairy

PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC 

Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, 

Paeroa Information Hub

WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, 

Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, 

Waihi Supervalue

THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, 

Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, 

Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, 

Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, 

Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, 

Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        

TURUA: Turua Dairy          

KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

PAPER RUNNER
We have a vacancy for a paper 

runner in Waihi. 
Mid November start...
Please contact Geoff: 

admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
 for more information.

Storage

Storage

Piano Tuner

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Church Notices

Death Notices For Lease

For Sale

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening

Garage Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Handyman
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Land Wanted

Vehicles Wanted

Wanted to Buy

Builders

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

18 THE VALLEY PROFILE, November 11, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

Waihi Living Waters
Christ Centered 

Meetings
Sunday 4pm

15 Smith St, Waihi

Public Notices

Public Notices

Situation Vacant Public Notices

 Rural Land Painters
 Experienced painters 

in all farm buildings 
and older homes 

Hauraki/Piako wide.
 Ph Greg 027 2142442 

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

We are looking for 
2 mechanics 

to join our team.
A qualified car mechanic 
must have a WoF ticket

&
a motorbike mechanic. 

Some experience would 
be an advantage 

but training will be given 
to the right applicant.

If you are reliable and a 
team player 

send your CV to 
miles@hpmotors.co.nz 

or ph 027 227 1121 
for a chat.

Cars, vans, utes, 
trucks, in any condition 
dead or alive.
Call 0800 333 398 or 
text 021 344 449

Wanted to Lease/Rent 
land while I look for 
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text 
Richard 0279332015

 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST TO GRAZE – 297 
NGĀTI MARU HIGHWAY, THAMES 

 
Expressions of interest are invited for the grazing of land at 297 
Ngāti Maru Highway, Thames. 
 
The area for lease is approximately 7.46ha and situated adjacent 
to Ngati Maru Highway on the eastern side and backing onto 
Council’s sanitation plant and ponds in the west. Council is 
offering an initial term of up to 5 years. 
 
Applications close at 5pm on 3 December 2025 and should be 
addressed to: 
 
Lease Specialist 
Thames-Coromandel District Council 
Private Bag 
Thames 3540  
 
Or email nicole.miell@tcdc.govt.nz  
 
Following the closing date, the Thames Community Board will 
consider all applications and make a recommendation to Council 
for approval.  The successful applicant will then be advised. 
 
A Lawrie 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
Thames-Coromandel District Council 

 
 
 
 
 

Update to Council 
Meetings for 
November 2025
In accordance with section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, I advise the following:
Citizenship Ceremony  
Wednesday, 26 November 2025, 8.30-9.30am 
will be held in the Council Chamber,  
1 William Street, Paeroa.
Council 
Meeting now cancelled on Wednesday,  
26 November 2025.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Council Land Drain 
Maintenance Programme

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the 
Hauraki District Council Drainage Bylaw 
Clause 10.1, that Council’s annual drain 
maintenance programme will operate from 
November 2025 to June 2026.
During this time council staff and 
contractors will be entering onto private 
property to spray aquatic weeds by vehicle 
or helicopter using an approved weed 
control chemical or to clear drains using 
an excavator. Work will take place in these 
areas:

Drainage District 
Western Plains, Eastern Plains, Kōmata 
North, Opukeko, Tirohia, Rotokohu and 
Taramaire.
Town
Ngātea, Kerepēhi, Tūrua, Paeroa, Waihī, 
Whiritoa and Kaiaua.

Individual property owners will be advised 
only when the excavator is in their area, 
before work starts.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

10 Valder Pl, Waiomu. 
Sat 15th & Sun 16th. 
10am - 4pm. 
Household goods, 
furniture, lots of tools 

AGM
MEETING

MANGATARATA 
COMMUNITY

RECREATIONAL 
RESERVE INC

17TH NOVEMBER 2025
MANGATARATA 

COMMUNITY HALL
(Hauraki Bowling Club)

7.30PM
ALL WELCOME

PAEROA LAWN TENNIS AND 
SQUASH RACKET CLUB INC 

Annual General Meeting to be held at the Club, on 
Te Aroha Road, on Thursday 27 November 2025 at 

5: 30 pm  for all members. 
The Agenda will include ratification of the new 
Constitution under the Incorporated Societies 

Act 2022

Thames and District 
RSA inc.

AGM
Sunday November 16th, 

1pm
Held at the 

Thames Bowling Club.
512 MacKay Street, 

Thames 3500
ARMISTICE	DAY	

Memorial	Service

11am	Tuesday	Nov.	11th	
Thames	WW1	Monument	
Monument	Road	Thames

Hen and chickens 
$50. Mixed laying 
breeds. Phone 868 
8877 or TEXT 027 589 
2556

Small Aluminium 
dinghy up to 10 FT, 
must be in good 
condition. NO trailer 
wanted. TEXT OR PH 
0211387860  

Outdoor table, Kwila 
Equinox by Devon 
inc 8 chairs $500. 
Water blaster with 
sweeping brush $150. 
Makita skill saw, 
210mm $80. Stihl 
chainsaw, 025 $250. 
Makita bench grinder 
$40. Chest freezer, 
1 mt high, in good 
cond $100. Lge chair 
with matching poof, 
good cond $100. Lge 
cushioned couch $100. 
Ph 027 630 6047

TEKLENBURG, Ann:
Peacefully and surrounded 
by her three daughters, on 
Sunday 9th November, 2025; 
aged 79 years. 
Cherished Mum of Tania, 
Vanessa and Gareth, Nikki 
and Jake. Adored Gran Gran 
of Dylan, Hayden, Kade, 
Sophie, Ella and Liam. Great 
Gran Gran of Carter. Loved 
sister and sister-in-law. 
Requiem Mass will be 
celebrated for Ann at St 
Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church,111 Baillie St 
Thames, on Wednesday 12th 
November, at 11am, followed 
by private cremation.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Holden Trax
Auto Turbo, Low 55Kms, One Owner

BE QUICK

$15,990

2011 VW Golf TSi
Auto, 2.0 Ltr Turbo, Allys etc

$8,990

2017 Holden Colorado LT
2.8 Ltr Diesel, 2WD, Manual,

Low 116 Kms, BEST AVAILABLE

$24,990

2017 Holden Equinox
1.5 Ltr Turbo, Alloys, Auto, NZ New,

IMMAC CONDITION

$15,990

2014 Holden Cruze
1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New

BARGAIN
$7,990

2017 Holden Commodore SV6
Auto, Fully Optioned on 20’s

$15,990

2009 Ford Fiesta
Auto, NZ New,

Top Value & Condition

$6,990

2015 Ford Territory
AWD, Auto Diesel, 7 Seat, T-Bar

$12,990

Paeroa pigeons ready to fly again
Paeroa’s pigeons will be flit-

ting around town again this 
Christmas, with the Pigeon 
Post popping up for its second 
season.

Between November 24 and 
December 13, members of the 
public can drop into the Pigeon 
Post at 64A Belmont St, with 
a Christmas card or letter for 
someone within Paeroa town-
ship. 

For a gold coin donation, the 
cards will be stamped with the 
Post’s special seal and hand-
delivered to the recipient’s let-
ter box. “Remember how lovely 
it was receiving a Christmas 
card in the post?” organiser 
Jenny Wilson said. “We want-
ed to bring that back.” 

Last year, they delivered 
around 300 cards, volunteer 
Sybil Woolmore said. 

“People were so excited to get 
a Pigeon Post card,” she said.

“We had cards for St John, 
and the fire brigade, and the 
doctors, and for a lot of busi-
nesses [from] people that ap-
preciated what they’ve done 
through the year.”

This year, the Pigeon Post 
crew are also offering Christ-
mas-themed craft workshops 
for adults - making wreaths, 
paper angels, and round tree 
decorations. 

The workshops will be run by 
Susie Jones. 

The Pigeon Post was a real 
collaborative, community ef-
fort, Jenny said - local business 

owners Linley Rose and John 
Eaglen are lending the group a 
shopfront, the Hauraki Reuse 
Centre has donated craft sup-
plies, and there are nearly a 
dozen “pigeons” waiting in the 
wings to tackle delivery. 

Local schools and early edu-
cation centres are also encour-
aged to bring in groups to write 
and send some cards. 

“It is a community postal ser-

vice which encourages people 
to connect through sending 
Christmas cards,” Jenny said. 

“It’s a good chance to say 
something nice.”

Santa also plans to visit the 
Pigeon Post headquarters  to 
hear children’s Christmas 
wishes on November 27, 29 and 
December 3, 4, 6, 10, 11. 

Santa’s visiting times will be 
posted on their Facebook page 

closer to the date. 
DETAILS: Paeroa Pigeon Post runs 
November 24 to December 13 at 
64A Belmont St. Gold coin dona-
tion to send cards within Paeroa 
township only - no rural address-
es. See Paeroa Pigeon Post on Fa-
cebook for more information and 
workshop times and dates. 

Jenny Wilson, Susie Jones, and Sybil Woolmore prepare to spread Christmas joy.        Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Painting pals 
pitch in at 
croquet club
The Thames High School 
Student Volunteer Army lent 
a hand - and a brush - to the 
Thames Croquet Club recently. 

Club president Sheryl McCo-
nnell said their help was grate-
fully received as the club’s 
boundary fence was in need of 
a spruce-up. 

“We have had several stu-
dents for three afternoons 
after school helping with this 
task,” Sheryl told The Profile. 

“They’ve been good work-
ers, polite and willing. This is 
quite a task for our members 
so we asked the student army, 
who were happy to help us 
out - a big thank you from the 
Thames Croquet Club to these 
young people.”
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Chess, 4 Consumed, 9 Select, 14 Meals, 15 Give a dog a bad name, 17 Mania, 18 Lot, 19
Oppress, 20 Prisoners, 21 Glossy, 24 Brainwash, 25 Normal, 26 Comedy, 29 Belittling, 31 Tap, 32 Untrue,
33 Beta, 35 Ass, 37 Prod, 39 Freewheel, 40 Interlace, 41 Mourn, 42 Swaddled, 47 Immodest, 51 Ashes, 55
Fattening, 56 Criticism, 58 Sage, 59 Era, 60 Rare, 61 Zealot, 62 Rue, 63 Advertised, 66 Puddle, 67 Stupid,
69 Vegetable, 72 Scaled, 73 Cathedral, 75 Plateau, 77 Pie, 80 Eerie, 81 Strong-arm tactics, 82 River, 83
Roamed, 84 Everyone, 85 Angst.

DOWN: 2 Hairpiece, 3 Swear, 5 Orgy, 6 Siberia, 7 Mad as a hatter, 8 Drawn, 9 Shearer, 10 Lime, 11
Candle, 12 Sally, 13 Ashtray, 14 Mansion, 16 Distasteful, 22 Endive, 23 Captain, 24 Blinded, 25 Napalm,
27 Elevate, 28 Custom, 30 Gown, 32 Use up, 34 Agent, 36 Trio, 38 Row, 42 Safer, 43 Altered, 44 Deep, 45
Exited, 46 Sheet, 48 Memorabilia, 49 Despise, 50 Sag, 51 Agility, 52 Scared, 53 Give evidence, 54 Diva,
57 Invite, 64 Entrances, 65 Cleaver, 66 Prepare, 68 Praised, 70 Granary, 71 Weirdo, 72 Serve, 74 Horse, 76
Titan, 78 Ream, 79 Omen.
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ACROSS
1 Later on (5)
4 Demolish completely
(4,2,3,6)
14 Contest (5)
15 Light wood (5)
16 Causing trouble,
confusion (10)
17 Sculpt (5)
19 Ventilate (3)
20 Losing hair (7)
21 Hit back (9)
22 Merry (6)
25 Self-appointed law-
keeper (9)
27 Adorn (6)
28 Charted (6)
33 Stretchiness (10)
35 Pixie (3)
36 Reserved (6)
37 Relate (4)
39 Conifer (3)
41 Word puzzle (7)
42 Schedule (6)
43 Heralded (9)
44 Hungarian
composer (5)
45 Passenger
restrainer (8)
50 Social event (2)
51 Make stupid with
alcohol (8)
55 Baggy (5)
58 White rock (9)
59 Winding ski course
(6)
60 Breakdown (7)
61 Mythical giant bird
(3)
63 Tug (4)

64 Withstand (6)
65 Hearing organ (3)
66 Singer’s accessory
(10)
68 Think logically (6)
69 Clothes cupboard
(6)
71 Hindering (9)
76 Squalid (6)
77 Target for throwing
sport (9)
79 Asked round (7)
81 Small child (3)
84 Sound (5)
85 Rules of thumb (10)
86 Confronted (5)
87 Object (5)
88 Upright community
member (6,2,7)
89 Dough-riser (5)

DOWN
2 Noisy quarrel (6)
3 Alleviated (5)
5 Continent (4)
6 Sincere (7)
7 Parentless child (6)
8 Caribbean country
(5)
9 Welcomed (7)
10 Long ago (4)
11 Restricted (6)
12 Pilfer (5)
13 Indicted (7)
14 Claimed (anag)(7)
18 Wipe out (10)
23 Old language (5)
24 Circus tumbler (7)
26 Intuitiveness,
awareness (7)

27 Bison (7)
29 Punctured (7)
30 Dive (6)
31 Denim pants (5)
32 Small close-fitting
hat (6)
34 Hindu philosopher
(4)
36 Copper alloy (5)
38 Serving spoon (5)
40 Ballerina’s skirt (4)
45 Foolish (5)
46 Pungent gas (7)
47 Small tree (4)
48 Circled (6)
49 Playing area (5)
50 Line of ancestry (7)
52 Food additive (10)
53 Sea creature (7)
54 Voice box (6)
55 Able to be read (7)
56 Imaginary being (5)
57 Lather (4)
62 Remnant (5)
67 Berth (7)
68 Say again (7)
70 Walk unsteadily (7)
72 Cocktail (7)
73 Beach suit (6)
74 Regain
consciousness (4,2)
75 Nook (6)
76 Narrow band (5)
78 Robber (5)
80 Very angry (5)
82 Whip mark (4)
83 Chair (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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Kaiaua 10RuaOnePlace

1,557sqm 3 2 3
AskingPrice $1,350,000
View 11.15-11.45amSun23Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Contemporarycalmbythesea
Setat thewater’sedgeonapeacefulno-exit lane, thiselevatedproperty takes inexpansiveviewsacross theFirthof
Thames to theCoromandelandHunuaRanges.Crafted fordurabilityandthoughtful coastal living, the three-
bedroom, three-ensuitehomefeaturesanupstairskitchenanddownstairskitchenette.Expansivewindows frame
uninterruptedoceanvistas,whilea rimubenchtopaddswarmth.Solidconcretewallsandnative timberdetailsensure
characterand longevity.Adumbwaiteraidsconvenience, andaDolomite filtrationsystemwith75,000Lwater
storageboostspracticality.Thesite’sgeneroussizeallowspotential subdivision (subject tocouncil approval),
supporting futuregrowth.

bayleys.co.nz/2630046

Miranda 766ABackMirandaRoad

3.145ha 4 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.30amSun 16Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coastalgrandeurwithunrivalledviews
Seton3.15ha(moreor less) in theHauraki countryside, thiselevated339sqmhomeoffers sweepingviewsof theFirth
ofThamesandCoromandelRanges.Built in2017byAaronCostello, it features timelessdesign,highceilings, and floor-
to-ceilingglazing forabundant light.Thesleekkitchenwith island,doubleoven,andscullery flows intoopen-plan
livingandasheltereddeck.Themaster suiteboasts seaviews,deckaccess,walk-inwardrobe,andtiledensuitewith
underfloorheating.Threemorebedrooms,a familybathroom,powder room,anddoublegaragecomplete thehome.
Fencedwithborewaterand low-maintenance landscaping, itoffers refinedcoastal lifestyle living.

bayleys.co.nz/2630145
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Miranda 722BackMirandaRoad

38.9488ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 11Dec2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.45-11.15amSun 16Nov
&10-10.30amSun23Nov
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Investment in landand lifestyle
Anexceptional rural lifestyleand farmingopportunityawaitsat722BackMirandaRoad.Seton39ha(moreor less)of
fertile land, the farmsupports 160cattleon richpasture,producingaround200hayandsilagebalesannually. 28
fencedpaddockswithacentral race, artesianborewater, andduckponds, it’sbothefficientandscenic. Infrastructure
includes implementandhaysheds, awoolshed,newcattleyards, andsubdivisionpotential forchalet
accommodation.The renovated four-bedroomhomeoffersanewroof, kitchen, and61sqmextensionwithviewsover
theHaurakiGulf.Close toschoolsandrecreation, it’s ideal for families, farmers,or retireesseekingproductivityand
lifestyle.

bayleys.co.nz/2630154

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Matatoki 264MatatokiRoad

123ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Wed3Dec2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmTue 18Novorbyappointment
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Smart farming investment -efficiency&scale
Ahighlyproductive 123ha(moreor less)Matatokidairy farmacross three titles, this flat-contouredproperty features
around80paddocksandsupports330split-calvingcows.RecentFonterraproduction reached 127,568kgMS
(2024/25).Extensive infrastructure includesa 15ASHBcowshedwith inshed feeding, feedpad,maizepad,PKE
bunker,meal silo,winteringbarn, andmultiple sheds.Effluentcovers60+haviaa20hppumpsystem.Twohomes
(4-bedand3-bed)supportoperations.Well-fencedwithTCDCwater supply, fertiliser, andpasture renewal
programmes inplace.Conveniently locatednearThamesandPaeroa,witheasyaccess tocitycentresandbeaches.

bayleys.co.nz/2630155
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Ngatea 5248aStateHighway2

3 1 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12-12.30pmSun 16Nov
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Asliceof rural lifestyleclose to town
Seton3,050sqm(moreor less), this family-friendlyNgateapropertyblends lifestyleandpracticality.Thesunnythree-
bedroomhomeoffersopen-plan living,great storage, andseamless indoor-outdoor flowtopatiosonbothsides.
Establishedtreesprovideprivacy,with lawnsandgardensofferingspace toplayoraddapool, shed,orveggiepatch.
Well-fencedpasturesuitspetsorgrazing.Conveniently located justoffStateHighway2,minutes fromNgatea
townshipandHaurakiPlainsCollege,witheasyaccess toWaikatoandCoromandel.Arare lifestyleopportunity - this
propertywill besoldonauctionday.

bayleys.co.nz/2630159

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Maramarua 8MacKayRoad

46.62ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu4Dec2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed12Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Dairyorgrazing inMaramarua, subdivisionpotential
Set in theheartofMaramarua, this48-hectare (moreor less)propertyprovidesaversatile farmingbasewithstrong
infrastructureand flexibility for the future.Currentlyoperatedasaonce-a-daydairyunit, it alsosuitsgrazingoruseas
a runoff.Anapprovedthree-lot subdivisionconsentenhances itsdevelopmentpotential.Gently rolling landallows
efficient stockmanagement, supportedbya 16ASHB,ampleyarding, andwell-plannedsheds.Reliable racewaysand
water systemsensuresmoothoperation.CentrallypositionedbetweenWaikatoandAuckland,withStateHighways 1
and2nearby, itofferspractical farmingversatilityand lastingvalue.

bayleys.co.nz/2630157
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

SPORTS
Gymnast Alysha Read finds rhythm again
After standing on the podium in July, 

Alysha Read’s September setback 
at the New Zealand Nationals became a 
turning point - pushing her to rediscov-
er why she loved rhythmic gymnastics 
in the first place.

The 21-year-old Whitianga woman 
took part in the Australian Nationals, 
held on the Gold Coast in July, where 
she came away with two medals - more 
than she “ever dreamed of”.

But heading into the New Zealand 
competition two months later, Alysha 
said she had set her expectations too 
high.

“I wanted to pick up where I left off 
in 2022, coming second overall, but it 
hadn’t really crossed my mind that my 
last New Zealand Nationals was three 
years ago when I was 17 and a lot has 
changed since then. 

“New competitors, less training, a 
completely different lifestyle, I just 
wasn’t focusing on the right thing, 
which should’ve been having fun and 
performing well - not results,” she said. 

Alysha still made the ball final and 
qualified first for the ribbon final; 
however, she admitted it took some 
hindsight to truly feel proud of those 
achievements.

“Looking ahead to future comps, I 
need to realise why I decided to go back 
to gymnastics in the first place. 

“I’m back because I absolutely love 
it and I want to make the most of this 
while I still can; medals and placings 
should be seen as a bonus now, not an 
expectation,” she said.

Alysha stepped away from the sport 

in 2022 to finish her schooling at Hau-
raki Plains College, complete a Diplo-
ma in Professional Scuba Instruction, 
and work for Dive Zone Whitianga. 

She said she’s lived her life with gym-
nastics and without it, and enjoyed her 
life with it “a lot more”. 

So, she’s embarking on the Austral-
ian Nationals yet again, as well as trials 
in February for a tour to Japan.

“Maybe it’s because it has been part 
of my identity for so long it was hard 
to adjust to a life without it, maybe it 
was because I genuinely love it, maybe 
I missed being an athlete and all the 
people and experiences that came with 
it, or maybe it was just the fact I truly 
felt like I was not done,” she told The 
Profile. 

“I still had more to give, and thank 
god I decided that was the case because 
imagine what I would’ve missed out 
on. I have to do a quick reality check 
though,” she added. 

“It has been an incredibly busy year 
and there were times I was on the verge 
of burnout.”

Alysha said she “pretty much lived” 
out of her suitcase for four months and 
spent a lot of late nights driving and 
early mornings training before work.

She said she was looking forward to 
spending a few weeks of summer stay-
ing in one place - the Coromandel. 

“I still have big goals in both diving 
and gymnastics, but I also have goals 
that go beyond either of these. 

“So I know that what I’m doing isn’t 
forever, but it’s what I’m doing right 
now in this season of my life and I am 
beyond happy with that,” she said.

“Here’s to the 
fools that dream, 
right?” Alysha Read competes in the Australian Nationals, coming away with two medals.        SUPPLIED

GYMNASTICS
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz


