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Nurses protest as rural health feedback sought, P3

The next sequence of state high-
way closures “could not come 

at a worse time,” says the Thames 
Business Association, whose 
members have already endured 
multiple disruptions over the past 
few years.

A section of State Highway 25 
will be closed for a week immedi-
ately after Labour Weekend, cut-
ting off Thames and Coromandel-
Colville while the Boundary Creek 
Bridge is replaced.

In November, State Highway 
25A, one of the district’s key 
routes, will also require daytime 
closures to allow for essential re-
building work.

NZ Transport Agency Waka 
Kotahi Regional Manager Main-
tenance and Operations, Roger 
Brady, said the work would take 
place from Monday, November 10 
until around Friday, November 21, 
with the highway closed each day 
from 8am to 5pm, Monday to Sat-
urday.

Thames Business Association’s 
Sue Lewis-O’Halloran acknowl-
edged the work needed to take 
place, but questioned why it was 
not planned for the off-season, 
when business was generally slow-
er.

She said the impact to many of 
the town’s businesses could be 
“catastrophic”.

“Businesses around the peninsu-
la, not only in Thames, have been 

impacted so much in recent times 
and it’s hard to catch a break,” she 
said. “NZTA does not seem to care 
about how its schedules will cause 
significant disruption at a time 
when these businesses are working 
hard to recover. For some of them, 
this could be the death knell, the 
final straw, indicating that no one 
really cares about them and their 
survival.”

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson 
agreed that both highway closures 
were “incredibly disruptive, ter-
ribly inconvenient, and costly to 
local residents and visitors;” how-
ever, he said the region’s roading 
infrastructure was fragile at best 
and “always challenging”.

“For all road users of 25A, I’m 
disappointed that it should be 
closed again having been closed 
for nearly a year relatively re-
cently, and I am frustrated that 
the work that is now required to 
be done could not have been done 
while the road was closed before… 
[but] I’m slightly optimistic that 
NZTA have a record in our re-
gion of completing work ahead of 
schedule,” he said.

“I’ve got my fingers crossed that 
maybe they will be able to do that 
again in both cases.”

For the Boundary Creek Bridge 
replacement, work will begin this 
month and is expected to take 10 
weeks to complete.

The road will remain open to 
traffic, except for the seven-day

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P2

The Boundary Creek Bridge on 
SH25, Thames Coast Rd, will be 

closed for a week.      
 Photo: SUPPLIED/NZTA

‘A DEATH KNELL’‘A DEATH KNELL’
State Highway closures cause concern for struggling businessesState Highway closures cause concern for struggling businesses



“We never take the decision to close roads 
lightly and would not be closing it if there 
was another way to get the work done quickly 
and safely. We investigated doing this work 
with stop/go or controlled openings or al-
lowing convoys of traffic through. However, 
these options are difficult to accommodate 
at such confined sites and would mean the 
job would take much longer 
with increased risk to con-
tractor staff and road users.”
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

LETTERS
Send your letters to the editor: editor@
valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 
3600. Letters must include your full name 
and address, be 250 words or less and 
may be edited, abridged or rejected at the 
editor’s discretion.
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• Hose and Rubber
• Engineering and Welding Products
• Power Tools

Curious?
Yes, we have the equipment
but we also have the best advice
in town to ensure you do the job
right, first time everytime!

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 

full name & postal address, and the business 
name and page number of the ad by the fol-
lowing Monday to go in the draw to win a Lotto 
ticket. Last issue it was in the Stihl Shop ad.

FIND US 
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www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone
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closure at the bridge starting at 5am on 
Wednesday, October 29.

By early December, a new two-lane bridge 
will be in use.

The following month, State Highway 25A 
will require daytime closures for two weeks 
to allow for essential rebuilding work at two 
sites, each around 1km long between Kōpū 
and Hikuai.

The road will open to traffic under single 
lane and stop/go each evening from 5pm 
and on Sunday, November 16. 

State Highway 25A was closed for most 
of 2023 after a slip required a new bridge 
to be put in place, and Mr Brady said that 
this latest round of rebuilding was not nec-
essary then - when the bridge work was pro-
grammed and funded.

He told The Profile that the transport 
agency acknowledged that any closure on 
the Coromandel network would be incon-
venient and have an impact on businesses 
and residents. 

“We have factored this into our thinking, 
and while there is never a good time to close 
the road, we have spent considerable time 
working with our contractor to develop a so-
lution that minimises overall disruption and 
gets the essential rebuild work done when it 
needs to in the warmer weather, while fin-
ishing the work before peak December traf-
fic,” he said.

State Highway closures the 
‘death knell’ for businesses
CONTINUED FROM P1

State Highway 25A will require daytime closures 
for two weeks for essential rebuilding work at two 
sites.          Photo: SUPPLIED/NZTA 

LOCAL PAPERS MISSED
To Teresa and Valley Profile team, 
We were travelling through Kaiaua 
and picked up a copy of your paper 
at the petrol station. I am delighted 
to see a community paper that looks 
alive and well. We are from Kerikeri 
and both of our local papers, the 
Kerikeri Chronicle and the Northern 
News, sadly passed away several 
years ago. 

Please don’t underestimate the 
positive effect that your paper is 
having on community cohesion. 
I used to love hearing what was 
happening with sports teams, local 
politics, local businesses, schools,  
community events, etc, etc. Now I 
would have to search through the 
toxic environment of Facebook to try 
to find out what was happening. 

The bigger papers that purport 
to ‘cover’ our local news seem to 
be only interested in tabloid-style 
sensationalism and not in keeping 
the community informed of the 
more mundane but important goings 
on. I wish you would come North 
and set up another paper in the 
beautiful Bay of Islands... Any takers? 
Keep up the great work and wishing 
you all the best, 

- Toni Monro, Kerikeri
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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Eleanor the Great (98 mins) PG. Remember June Squibb from Thelma earlier in the year? Eleanor the
Great features a bravura performance from June in the title role of the spirited 94-yr-old who tells a tale that
takes on a dangerous life of its own. She relocates from Florida to New York City to live with her daughter
and grandson. A story of friendship and history that turns into a profound tale of complicated humanity.
The Ballad of Wallis Island (99 mins) M. Follows an eccentric lottery winner (Charles) who lives
alone on a remote island and dreams of getting his favorite musicians back together. His fantasy turns
into reality when the bandmates and former lovers accept his invitation to play a private show at his
home on Wallis Island. Old tensions resurface as Charles tries desperately to salvage his dream gig.
Prime Minister (102 mins) M. Going behind the scenes of her administration and her private life,
PRIME MINISTER follows Dame Jacinda Adern for seven years. Intimate home footage shot by her
husband and audio interviews that she did while in office give us unparalleled access.
Holy Cow (92 mins) M. French Film Festival favourite. A warm-hearted and optimistic drama and often
funny telling of a coming-of-age story in rural, summer France. Totone’s carefree teenage life takes a turn
to provide for his 7-year-old sister. He works to produce an award-winning cheese to win a competition prize.
Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale (123 mins) PG. The cinematic return of the global phenomenon,
the Crawley family and their staff enter the 1930s. As the beloved cast of characters navigates how to
lead Downton Abbey into the future, they must embrace change and welcome a new chapter.
NEW MOVIES NEXT WEEK: The Rocky Horror Picture Show; Show Me Shorts 2025 - 4 different mixes of
films; Devils on Horses, a powerful story revealing the unbreakable bond between soldiers and their horses.

Movies from Thursday 9 October to Wednesday 15 October
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Nurses protest as health feedback sought
Health workers from across 

the Coromandel district 
protested in Thames on Oc-
tober 1, as Associate Health 
Minister Matt Doocey, Rural 
Communities Minister Mark 
Patterson, and a panel of local 
health experts fronted up for a 
national rural health roadshow. 

The roadshow was the 12th 
such meeting to be held across 
the country since April. 

Minister Doocey said the 
meetings were a chance for him 
to hear from those on the front-
lines of rural health, and to un-
derstand how well the govern-
ment’s Rural Health Strategy 
has been working since it was 
implemented last year.

“It is important that we shine 
a light on our needs and really 
drive the decision-makers for-
ward about how we better sup-
port good health and social out-
comes within our community,” 
he said. 

Before taking questions, the 
Minister outlined the five prior-
ities in the Rural Health Strat-
egy - prioritising rural commu-
nities, improving preventative 
health interventions, increasing 
service availability, supporting 
access to distant services, and 
developing a valued and flexible 
workforce.

He also touch-
ing on the $164 
million health-
care package in 
this year’s Budget, 
which will be used 
to strengthen na-
tionwide urgent 
and after-hours 
care services.

Ahead of the 
meeting, the Min-
isters toured Thames Hospital, 
where they spoke with New 
Zealand Nurses Union (NZSO) 
members who were picketing 
outside. 

“[Minister Doocey] actually 
got out of his car and came and 
spoke to us… it feels like he lis-
tened to us,” Thames Hospital 
emergency department nurse 
and NZSO delegate Elizabeth 
Brundrit said. 

The union has been fighting 
for extra nurses for some time, 

raised during the meeting. 
Telehealth was a major topic, 

as local providers questioned 
the Minister about the govern-
ment’s recently-announced 
Digital 24-7 initiative. 

Minister Doocey cautioned 
that telehealth was not to be 
seen as a “silver bullet”, and was 
intended to complement exist-
ing in-person services by pro-
viding choice and convenience. 

Another talking point was the 
need to increase the available 
workforce, and make it easier 
for health professionals to live 
and work in the area. 

The overarching theme of 
the questions put to the Minis-
ter though, was whether local 
health services would be tai-
lored to the region’s unique ge-

ography and demographics, and 
allow for sufficient input from 
local providers during the de-
velopment process. 

“Our community has been 
working for over 50 years to 
develop its own infrastructure 
to enable the resilience of our 
community because we are a 
land island, often closed off in 
Thames and Coromandel by the 
slips,” Dr Kate Armstrong from 
the Colville Project said. 

Te Korowai Haora o Hauraki 
chief executive Tammy De-
har said any policies needed to 
consider the needs of the whole 
community, including both the 
over-65s and the growing num-
bers of youth. 

Minister Doocey said the gov-
ernment was open to ensuring 

decision-making in the sector 
came from as close to the front-
line as possible. 

“You know your communi-
ties, you know the uniqueness 
of it, and also the need, because 
quite often you know the people 
in your community you need to 
work with as well,” he said. 

“The problem we had with 
centralising the health system, 
I think it was quite dangerous 
in a mental health context, be-
cause what works for, say, mid-
dle-aged Pākehā dairy farmers 
where I live in North Canter-
bury could be quite different 
than [for] young Māori in the 
Coromandel.”

The roadshow was facilitated by Hauora Taiwhenua Rural Health 
Network and featured a panel of Ministers and local health experts. 

“The word 
burnout, I’m 

hearing more 
and more and 
more... we feel 

unsafe.”
- Elizabeth Brundrit

Nursing union representatives picket in Thames ahead of the Ministers’ visit for the Rural Health Roadshow.              Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Associate Health Minister Matt 
Doocey addresses the crowd. 

Elizabeth said, and the hospital 
is still understaffed despite be-
ing granted funding for 10 ex-
tra full-time nurses during last 
year’s hiring freeze by Te Whatu 
Ora Health New Zealand - only 
half of the numbers required. 

“The word burnout, I’m hear-
ing more and more and more,” 
Elizabeth said. 

“We need more nurses on the 
floor… We have multiple shifts 
where we feel unsafe. We are 
concerned that we miss things, 
that there is a delay in getting 
the help and getting the treat-

ment that [pa-
tients] need. 

“And with any 
delay, there is go-
ing to be an in-
creased risk.” 

Elizabeth put 
her concerns to 
the panel during 
the meeting.

Panellist Rachel 
Swain, Te Whatu 

Ora Waikato’s operations di-
rector for community and rural 
health, acknowledged the stress 
the nurses were under. 

She said she had just received 
approval for a flow nurse to 
help divert low-acuity patients 
from the emergency depart-
ment, and also noted that data 
from the software used to pre-
dict hospital staffing needs had 
been resubmitted for further 
review. 

Several other issues were also 
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eves.co.nz

Auction Thursday

Waihi
451 Woodlands Road 3 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20629

The Horizon Is Yours
Found high on the hillside in a well admired area of
Waihi, this stunning lifestyle property offers a front-row
seat to some of the most breathtaking views you’ll ever
experience. Being sold Plus GST (if any.)

Auction Thurs 9 Oct, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Auction Thursday

Waihi
290 Woodlands Road 3 2 1 6

eves.co.nz/ewa14580

A Lifestyle Above the Ordinary
Set on rolling countryside, this home offers three
bedrooms + study, elegant open-plan living, a sleek
kitchen with butler’s pantry, sun-soaked deck,
luxurious bathrooms, and multiple garages including
high-stud shed for the boat.

Auction Thurs 9 Oct, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
2 Islington Terrace 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20676

Quite the Opportunity
Looking for a property bursting with potential? Whether
you need space for extended family, teenagers, or
simply want room for everyone – this home
delivers.The current owners have thoughtfully created
two separate living spaces.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Thurs 30 Oct (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
130 Kensington Road 4 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19945

Bring the Family, Spacious Living!
This family home is set on a generous 1765 (approx.)
sqm site, offering space, privacy, and peaceful rural
outlook, all in a prime location. Open plan kitchen,
living, and dedicated dining. Fireplace and heat pump
comfort for all seasons.

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
730 Waitawheta Road

eves.co.nz/ewa15064

Lush Lifestyle Block to Love
Escape to restful country living located on the outskirts
of Waihi with expansive farm views. This desirable 2.3
ha. (more or less) is ready for your dream plan. Bring it
to life right here. No covenants, freedom, and flexibility.
Call Dynasty for more info and to view.

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz Pack your bags, because EVES is giving you the chance to

win an amazing weekend away for two valued at $3,500!

It’s that easy! Whether you’re ready to sell or just curious about
your home’s value, now is the perfect time to act.

List your property exclusively with

EVES in October = 1 entry

Book and complete a property appraisal

with EVES in October = 1 entry

A LUXURY GETAWAY

Scan to find out more.
T&C’s apply.

Real Estate
EVESWaihi

07 863 1118 | waihi@eves.co.nz
EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
68 Roberts Street

eves.co.nz/ewa19936

Section with Services, Make an Offer!
A sunny, private section positioned down a ROW and
tucked off the road find a 580 sqm (more or less) flat
site with established trees bordering the side. Essential
services to the site include power and water. This is a
blank canvas ready to go.

Asking Price $285,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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SALE
LABOUR DAY
LABOUR DAYBED

SAVINGS ARE HERE EARLY!

FREE DELIVERY*

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE!

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

Free local delivery applies on purchases of
$999 and above, within a 15km radius.
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any
misprints or error within this advertisement.

*

ASK IN
STORE!

VALID TILL: AUG 31ST

1739$STARTS
FROM

TRADE-IN
PROMOTION

UP TO

$300
IN STORES ONLY

TRADE-IN DISCOUNT

Turn Your Old Mattress Into
Instant Savings!

2299$QUEEN
SLEEPSET

EUROPAEDIC

After his mayoral article ran in the 
paper this year, I was told he was a 
Sovereign Citizen, and The Profile was 
asked if we were under personal or le-
gal threat given this wasn’t disclosed 
in the story. We followed up with 
Hart, who denied the accusation. 

Then, after sharing the contents of 
a Letter to the Editor to Hart referenc-
ing his campaign, and offering him a 
Right of Reply - which allows him to 
defend himself against criticism - Hart 
told us that if we ran the letter, The 
Profile’s respect and credibility would 
go into the gutter. He went on to tell 
my editor that the paper was already 
guilty of “lazy, unintelligent journal-
ism”. But public roles come with pub-
lic scrutiny, and anyone putting their 
name on a ballot should know how 
the press works.

My final mayoral interview was with 
James Subritzky, another candidate 
with views that have ruffled some 
feathers online and who admitted he 
should be locked in his garage during 
council meetings so he wouldn’t slap 
fellow elected members on the back 
of the head. At one point, he told me 
to stop using the word ‘actually’, call-
ing it a “two-dollar word”. 

“It’s a swear word. It’s a full stop,” 
he told me.

I actually had been using the word 
actually far too much in our conver-
sation, and I actually do appreciate 
the blunt honesty. It reminds me of 
former Thames-Coromandel mayor 
Sandra Goudie - someone I’d once 
prepared myself for pointed respons-
es from. But Goudie, who was mayor 
from 2016 to 2022, had both local 

and central government experience. 
She took the job seriously. She an-
swered every call from the media and 
respected the role of journalism in 
holding elected members to account.

This became clear when I wrote 
the article Mayor waits for [Covid-19] 
jab in October, 2021. The story blew 
up nationally and was part of the 
portfolio which had me named New 
Zealand’s Runner-Up Best Commu-
nity Journalist at the Voyager Media 
Awards the following year.

So, when Sandra Goudie’s name lit 
up my phone screen while I stood on 
my editor’s driveway, I braced myself. 
Surely I was about to cop the fallout 
for revealing her unvaccinated status.

Instead, I recall: ‘Good story. I was 
waiting for someone to ask me the 
question’. And that, really, is what any 
candidate needs - to be serious about 
the job. About the roading, the water, 
the infrastructure - the unglamorous 
but essential business of running a 
district. It also means accepting the 
fact that the local reporter might ask 
you annoying or difficult questions 
from time to time. It’s not personal, 
it’s democracy.

So while local elections often strug-
gle to grab people’s attention, result-
ing in low voter turn-out, this year 
I’ve noticed the ‘drama’ and diverse 
personalities have brought more eyes 
to the race, and hopefully will lead to 
greater voter participation.

Still, it’s worth remembering: it 
isn’t a circus. It’s not about who is the 
loudest - it’s about who will represent 
you best around the council table.

When the noise dies down, the 
real job kicks in.
DETAILS: last day to vote is October 
11, vote.nz for more info or to enrol.

All the drama but it’s the boring stuff that counts

There’s something thrilling and 
slightly chaotic about being a re-

porter during local body elections. 
One minute, I’m decoding the mani-
festo of a mayoral hopeful who calls 
climate change “a diversion tactic for 
dummies”, the next, I’m watching a 
candidate flatten a car with a bull-
dozer.

I thought I’d seen it all covering the 
2019 and 2022 Hauraki and Thames-
Coromandel elections, but for the 
past few months, ‘that’s a first’ is the 
first thing I say as I start to write the 
latest story. 

It’s been a first to have a man run-
ning for Mayor using Artificial Intelli-
gence to talk to me; it’s been a first 
to have another ask if we’d contacted 
Crime Stoppers about him; it’s been a 
first to have anonymous emails rush 
into my inbox, one urging: ‘Just dig, 
do your job. Don’t f**k this up’.

There are two sides to an election 
like this. On one hand, it’s reassuring 
that in our towns, we have people 
who care enough to stand.

Some are seasoned councillors 
who know the job well, while others 
are first-timers with big ambitions 
and a Facebook page. Whatever their 
stance, they’ve stepped up. But with 
all the intensity, at what point does a 
local election stop being the serious 
democratic process it’s meant to be, 
and start feeling more like a circus?

In the instance of Levi Burton, may-
oral and Waihī ward hopeful in the 
Hauraki district, he refused phone 
interviews and neglected to show up 
to any of the in-person Meet the Can-
didate events. The Profile questioned 
his use of AI to communicate to the 

public and the media, because it 
raises real concerns around account-
ability and transparency. Is a position 
really the candidate’s own, or AI’s 
polished suggestion? Don’t voters 
deserve to know the difference? 

He was also trespassed from a 
property owned by the current May-
or, Toby Adams, after being captured 
on security cameras.

In a post on Facebook showing off 
his trespass notice issued early Sep-
tember, Burton called the incumbent 
“a drama queen”.

Roman Jackson, who is running 
a silent campaign for the top job in 
both Hauraki and Matamata-Piako, 
shared with me a fascinating - and 
brutal - insight into his army experi-
ence. But after his profile piece ran, 
he contacted me to say that Auckland 
detectives had paid him a visit, say-
ing they had received two enquiries 
about him. 

One was an anonymous submis-
sion through Crime Stoppers - an in-
dependent charity that guarantees 
“no identifying information will be 
passed on to the authorities” - appar-
ently claiming to be a concerned per-
son from The Valley Profile, he said.

“I can assure you it wasn’t The Pro-
file team,” I told Jackson, skeptically 
adding: “but nonetheless concerning 
that Police would reveal a Crimestop-
pers tip”. 

He replied: “No drama. If not elect-
ed I will breed a farm of mice and rats 
to create a plague and drop para-rats 
on all council buildings with a drone. 
People will start calling me Ratamir 
Putin.”

Thames-Coromandel mayoral, 
council, and community board can-
didate Steve Hart also stood in 2022, 
when he was questioned about a 
possible link to Voices for Freedom. 

One Mayoral candidate 
says he will drop para-rats 

infected with the plague 
on council buildings if he’s 

not elected.
       Photo:PIXABAY

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

OPINION
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YOUR COUNTRY BUTCHER
@ SH26 Matatoki

Winner of Silver medal for Loin Bacon and Bronze medal
for Streaky Bacon in the 2025 Bacon and Ham awards

QUALITY EVERYTIME
Now With increased capacity for Homekill
Still supplying homemade old fashioned
sausages and small goods made on site.

Raffle Packs available
Open: Mon - Fri 7am til 5.30pmOOOpppeeennn::: MMMooonnn --- FFFrrriii 777aaammm tttiiilll 555...333000pppmmm

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

Authorised by Robert Cookson, Rates Control Team, 564 No. 7 Road, RD, Waitoa

ROBERT
COOKSON
FOR REGIONAL COUNCIL

VOTE for accountability,
transparent decision-maakingg,,
and delivering real valuue
for the community.

Authorised by Keith Holmes, 57b Thomas Road, RD3, Te Aroha

KEITH HOLMES
FOR REGIONAL COUNCIL

K

VOTE for Experience
No more the same, Let’s make a difference!

Seagull grants support community mahi

The Seagull Centre’s annual 
round of grants once again 

saw a generous sum of money 
awarded to conservation and 
community-focused projects 
around the Coromandel, 
Thames and Hauraki. 

This year, the charitable trust 
received over 60 funding ap-
plications. It awarded a total of 
$40,000 to the 31 successful 
projects, covering a variety of 
community initiatives, schools, 
and pest management groups. 

The grants will go towards 
building a sensory garden, two 
recycling projects, six Garden 
to Table groups, six native 
planting projects, six pest 
control initiatives, two raised 
garden beds, five stream resto-
ration projects, two fruit tree 
plantings, and one project to 
protect a new colony of long-
tailed bats. 

The grant recipients gath-
ered to celebrate on September 
19 at the centre. Sustainability 
coordinator Lucci Scott ad-
dressed the gathered crowd, 

and said the celebration was 
the highlight of the Trust’s 
year. “We just absolutely love 
that we can spread this koha to 
you guys and the whole Coro-
mandel,” she said. 

This year, grant applicants 
had also been asked to link 
their projects to the United 
Nations’ global sustainability 
goals, which Lucci said was 
part of the Seagull Centre’s 
strategy to think bigger. 

“It was a learning exercise to 
be aware of [the goals], to see 
from a different point of view, 

and to look at it from an ethical 
side,” she said. 

“We’re doing this in our 
small neck of New Zealand, but 
all of these things add up and 
change the world.

“If we did this all across New 
Zealand and then replicated it 
all around the world, we’d be 
in a much better place. This 
mahi just keeps us moving and 
keeps our world ticking over 
and being better and better.”

The 2025 Seagull Centre community grants recipients share details of their community projects.                    Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Ex-hotel 
site for sale
A 3567 square metre vacant 

lot is for sale on Thames’ 
main street, after the owner 
was unable to secure financial 
backing for a planned retail 
centre. 

The site, at 200-204 Pollen 
St, was once the location of 
the historic Shortland Hotel, 
along with various businesses 
including Fresho and the 
Bayon Espresso Cafe. 

The building had fallen into 
disrepair after a fire in 2019, 
and was demolished last year 
by owner Mark Milmine. 

Mark had planned to relocate 
his business 100% Thames 
to the site as part of a multi-
business lifestyle shopping 
complex. 

However, his plans had 
changed, he told The Profile. 

“We have failed to secure a 
financial partner… we’re still 
looking to achieve what we 
want to, but we’re just listing it 
for sale as an alternative plan 
B,” he said. 

The real-estate listing has 
called the site Thames’ “largest 
CBD land release in decades”. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The historic Shortland Hotel was 
demolised last year.            FILE PHOTO
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LabourWeekend.

On now.
Sale.

ElementsWave 5 Pop-Up Bed

F
R
O
M $1,399O
N
LY Perfect for

Guests.Low
Price.

Everyday

ElementsWave Queen Bed

F
R
O
M $999F
R
O
M 50%

off.

F
R
O
M

Serenity Eden Queen Bed

$2,699N
O
W

F
R
O
M

Locally owned
& operated

Free delivery
& set up

We set up & take
away your old bed

*Labour Weekend Sale ends 04.11.25. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as
marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated)
and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details.

BEDS R US
THAMES

205 Sealey Street,
Thames

PH 07 868 6128

BEDS R US
WHANGAMATA

419 Port Road,
Whangamata
PH 07 865 9027

BEDS R US
WAIHI

94 Seddon Street,
Waihi

PH 07 863 8787

BEDS R US
WHITIANGA

4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Whitianga

PH 07 866 5726
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Another form of advocacy is 
the Dotterel Exhibition at Te Ara 
Mātauranga Waihī Beach Library 
from September 15 to October 28.

This celebration of work from 
children, schools, and volunteers 
is a reminder that every egg, 
chick, and nesting site truly mat-
ters for this species and celebrates 
the community’s passion for pro-
tecting these birds, organisers 
say.

Six schools from across the re-
gion worked on a poster exhibi-
tion through the Bay Conserva-
tion Alliance (BCA) Education 
Programme. 

Pip Coombes said the schools 
were asked to illustrate the story 
of the dotterel to be utilised by 
Dot Watch Waihī Beach. 

Alongside the posters, the ex-
hibition features taxidermied na-
tive birds and predators, and the 
traps used to capture mammalian 
predators.

Pip said they wanted to thank 
Western Bay Museum manager 
Paula Gaelic, whose expertise and 
professional touch brought the 
exhibition to life with stunning 
presentation.

The opening included a pōwhiri 
led by Reon Tuanau of Te Whānau 
a Tauwhao, a waiata from Waihī 
Beach School, an opening speech 
from Mayor James Denyer, and 
talks from DOC Biodiversity 
Ranger John Heaphy, and others.

Dedicated protectors shine spotlight on dotterel 
Dot Watch Waihī Beach cel-

ebrated the Tūturiwhatu  
Northern New Zealand Dotterel 
recently, and the incredible col-
laboration ensuring the little bird 
has a fighting chance to survive.

Local hapū Te Whānau a Tau-
whao, Bay Conservation Alliance, 
Te Kura Tātahi o Waihī Waihī 
Beach School, ARRC (Animal Re-
habilitation and Rescue Centre), 
DOC, Western Bay of Plenty Dis-
trict Council (WBOPDC), Coast-
care, Waihī Beach Environment 
Society, Predator Free Waihī 
Beach, Project Parore, and Bay of 
Plenty Regional Council (BOPRC) 
all joined forces to shine a spot-
light on the plight of the Northern 
New Zealand Dotterel.

As part of the event, Dot Watch 
hosted a morning of kōrero (talks) 
focused on the dotterel.

Waihī Beach Environmental 
Co-ordinator Pip Coombes said it 
had been an incredible journey to 
bring so many agencies, conser-
vation groups and inspirational 
people together in one room. 

“It has proven to be a very spe-
cial morning of kōrero and shar-
ing stories, along with everyone’s 
passion for conservation.” 

At Waihī Beach School, con-
servation isn’t just taught in the 
classroom but experienced on the 
whenua (land). 

A dedicated crew of young 
Dotterel kaitiaki (guardians) has 

stepped up to protect the dot-
terels, which is one of Aotearoa’s 
most endangered and adored 
birds, led by environmental stu-
dent team leader Beau McDuff 
and Violet Connelly with work 
such as monitoring nesting pairs 
to setting up protective cordons.

The movement began when 
children discovered a dotterel nest 
in the subdivision behind their 
home.

That moment sparked a passion 
that has grown into a full-blown 
project at the school, and even in-
spired a children’s book, Zigg and 

Zagg’s Dotterel Dance, created 
in collaboration with ARRC, Bay 
Conservation Alliance, and Dot 
Watch Waihī Beach.

The book shares the struggles 
the birds face – and the efforts of 
local heroes fighting for their sur-
vival.

Waihī Beach School students and staff with representatives from groups looking out for the dotterel.     Photo: SUPPLIED
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

2019 Canam
Defender 800
Roof / Screen,
Wiper,
Top Spot Light

2021 Honda
Pioneer 700
Roof / Screen /
Wiper,
1 Owner,
15,000 km

2018 Honda
Pioneer 700

Roof / Screen /
Wiper

Front Bullbar,
Top Flashing Light

2022 Honda
TRX520 FM2

4x4 Man, P/S,
Bullbar,

1 Owner,
Dry Stock Farm

$11,995 Inc GST $13,995 Inc GST

$12,995 Inc GST$19,500 Inc GST

Rural New Zealand is being left behind on 
connectivity, with a new survey showing 

urgent action is needed from both mobile com-
panies and the government,  Federated Farm-
ers says.

 Federated Farmers’ 2025 Rural Connectivity 
Survey, completed by more than 600 farmers 
in August and September, highlights ongoing 
issues. “Many of our members are telling us 
loud and clear that their mobile coverage is 
still patchy and unreliable, both on-farm and 
on provincial highways,” Federated Farmers tel-
ecommunications spokesperson Mark Hooper 
said. 

“It’s very concerning that more than a third 
of farmers say their mobile coverage has actu-
ally worsened over the past year. Farmers need 
telcos to step up urgently and provide solutions 
that ensure reliable service across the country.”

According to the survey findings, mobile cov-
erage currently averages only 57 per cent of 
farmland, unchanged since 2022. While more 
farmers are connected to 4G and 5G, dropouts 
remain widespread, causing major issues for 
everyday operations and health and safety.

“For example, farmers are required to com-
ply with NAIT - a digital livestock recording 
system - but unreliable connections are ob-
structing that,” he said. “And what happens if 
a farmer has an accident on the farm and can’t 
get a signal to call for emergency help?”

Internet access is now nearly universal (99 
per cent) but continues to frustrate farmers 
with variable quality, weather-related outages, 
and high costs. Wireless broadband use has 
slipped to 44 per cent, while satellite services 
such as Starlink have jumped to 36 per cent of 
respondents, up from 19 per cent in 2022.

“Farmers are increasingly reliant on services 
like Starlink, but simply relying on an overseas 
provider isn’t in the best interests of the coun-

try,” Hooper said. “While many appreciate the 
coverage and performance they get from Star-
link, that’s not a sustainable solution for New 
Zealand. Nor does it support the many small 
Kiwi businesses that are working hard to pro-
vide internet service solutions for their local 
communities.”

Fibre expansion was also now a critical issue. 
“Fibre currently reaches only 3 per cent of sur-
veyed rural households, leaving most farmers 
locked out of the benefits urban people and 
businesses are enjoying. “Access to fibre could 
transform rural connectivity, but right now it’s 
beyond reach for most farmers.”

New Zealand urgently needed a national 
rural connectivity strategy, Federated Farmers 
said. “We need investment in an independent 
service to give farmers clear information on lo-
cal internet providers, the best options for re-
taining a landline number, and advice on back-
up power to cover emergencies,” Hooper said. 
“It’s crazy that we’re still even talking about 
rural connectivity problems. I think everyone 
assumed the service would be so much better 
by now - but in some cases it’s even got worse.”

The survey highlights growing concerns as 
traditional copper landlines disappear.

Only 40 per cent of farmers now used a 
landline, down from 64 per cent in 2022, and 
more than a third of copper users had already 
received disconnection notices, he said.

“It’s really concerning that the vast majority 
of rural people about to lose their copper land-
line still haven’t found a replacement,” Hooper 
said. “VoIP doesn’t work in a power outage and 
mobile isn’t available on large areas of farm-
land. That leaves people feeling dangerously 
exposed.” The survey also found farmers con-
sistently reported paying high prices for unreli-
able service, with some describing the situation 
as “rural discrimination”.

Feds: Connectivity ‘crisis’ 
demands urgent action
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Hauraki students snap up science awards
It was a mix of shock and pride 

when four Hauraki Plains Col-
lege students found out their pro-
ject results from the recent NIWA 
Waikato Science Fair.

Teammates and year 10 stu-
dents Olivia Taaffe and Shirley 
Henry entered their lava lamp 
project in the material world cat-
egory at the Fair on August 11 and 
snapped up second place.

The science-gurus did not ex-
pect the accolade but felt it was a 
rewarding return for “all our hard 
work”, they told The Profile.

It took the award winners a lit-
tle more than two months of work 
in class and at home to complete 
the project. 

A monetary prize of $70 was 
included, which the students split 
between themselves and planned 
to “save it to go towards bigger 
things”, they said.

The project explored the vari-
ables that affected home made 
lava lamps, 14-year-old Olivia 
said. “We made multiple different 
lamps with different ingredients 
to see what would happen.”

But the overall result was that 
vegetable oil lasted the longest, 
15-year-old Shirley said.

The thing that helped them to 
stay motivated and focussed was 
each other, they said. 

They entered the science fair 

to “learn and experience new 
things”, Shirley said.

“It really helps with building 
confidence when you have to 
speak to the judges.”

Fellow year 10 students Ujwal 
Parajuli and Katelyn Brunt also 
competed at the Fair and received 
highly commended awards for 
individual projects, as well as a 
monetary prize of $30 each.

Ujwal, 14, said his project was a 
video which could “inspire kids to 
protect the planet”.

“I researched a few things that 
kids can do in their daily life which 
will impact our planet positively.”

Ujwal’s project was inspired 
by how “small things can impact 
change”, he said.

“I wanted people to know how 
it impacts the planet when we do 

small things, e.g. recycle.” 
Meanwhile, for 14-year-old 

Katelyn’s project, she investigated 
how weather patterns and condi-
tions impacted the toxic levels of 
nitrate in grass.

“I recorded temperatures, rain 
fall and weather conditions and 
took tests of grass samples from 
a paddock over a 15-day period,” 
she said.

Shirley Henry, left, and Olivia Taaffe snap up second place in the material world category. RIGHT: Ujwal Parajuli and Katelyn 
Brunt take home highly commended awards.                             Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Katelyn, who lives on a dairy 
farm, said her dad had bouts 
of nitrate poisoning over the 
past few years and decided she 
would investigate the factors that 
caused it. 

Ujwal and Katelyn said they 
were proud that their work was 
recognised. 

Hauraki Plains College science 
teacher Cliff Wilcocks said it was 
the second time the college had 
competed at the annual Waikato 
and Bay of Plenty event. 

“Hauraki Plains College stu-
dents completed against those of 
major private and state second-
ary students from schools with 
student populations larger than 
ours,” he said.

“Congratulations to our stu-
dents who received awards and 
to the 15 other students who also 
presented excellent projects and 
presented at the Niwa Waikato 
Science Fair.”

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE
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P

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS
Vote Glenn Leach

for
Thames

Community Board
With 2 terms recently served as TCDC
Mayor and a passion to keep Thames
moving forward in a positive way with

fresh ideas, tick the box and
vote Glenn Leach

Authorised by Glenn Leach • glenn_leach@xtra.co.nz

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. Who is the headlining act for the 
Laneways Festival, due to be held 
in Auckland 2026? a) Billie Eilish, b) 
Chappell Roan, or c) Taylor Swift?
2. Tensing Norgay shared a major 
accomplishment with which New 
Zealander in 1953?
3. Have more US presidents been 
left-handed or right-handed?
4. In medical terms, what is a FOOSH 
injury? a) Fall onto an outstretched 
hand, b) Fertility, ovulation, sterility 
and hormones, or c) Functional Out-
comes Of Shoulder Health?
5. Stanley Martin Lieber, a comic 
book writer, editor, publisher and 
producer for Marvel Comics before 
his death in 2018, was more widely 
known by what name?
6. True or false: a crystal radio set 
needs electricity from a battery in 
order for it to operate?
7. Cure Kids holds its NZ fundraiser in 
July each year, commonly known by 
what name? a) Blue Hair Day, b) Red 
Nose Day, or c) Yellow Hand Day?
8. What shape is the infield in a tra-
ditional baseball pitch? a) A circle, b) 
a diamond, or c) a square?
9. The shamrock (a type of clover) is 
a symbol of which country?
10. What breed of dog featured on 
the front page of the Valley Profile 
on September 23? a) Greyhound, b) 
Labrador, or c) Poodle?

ANSWERS: 1. b) Chappell Roan; 2. Sir 
Edmund Hillary; 3. Right-handed. 4. a) Fall 
onto an outstretched hand; 5. Stan Lee; 
6. False. The energy comes from the radio 
waves themselves; 7. b) Red Nose Day; 8. b) 
A diamond; 9. Ireland; 10. a) A greyhound.

Six-year-old Skye’s big snip for charity
Six-year-old Skye Bright-

heart has just ticked off a 
big goal she’s been patiently 
waiting for - donating her hair 
to help others feel confident.

The Thames Coast student 
last week lobbed off her long 
locks in order to donate them 
to Freedom Wigs, a business 
which purchases hair from 
the general public in order to 
make customisable wigs.

According to the company’s 
webpage, if a donor did not 
want to be paid for their hair, 
Freedom Wigs would donate 
the amount it would pay to a 
charity of the donor’s choice, 
or would subsidise a customer 
whose financial situation made 
buying their hair difficult.

Skye chose the latter, want-
ing to help people who may 
not be able to grow their hair 
due to cancer treatments.

“She wants people to feel 
confident and hates the 
thought of anyone being anx-
ious or embarrassed,” mum 
Charlie Brightheart said. 

“We did some research to-
gether and found that it takes 
between eight and 10 dona-
tions of hair to make just one 
wig. It can also take up to 50 
hours to make a wig.”

Skye’s hair has been grow-
ing since birth, only trimmed 
a few times here and there. 
She’s been keeping it long as 

Before the snip at Makawe Salon, left, and afterwards, Skye’s very happy with her shorter ‘do.           Photos: SUPPLIED 

she’s wanted to donate her hair 
for a while, Charlie said, and it 
needed to reach the minimum 
length of 35cm.

The cut took place on Sep-
tember 30 at Makawe Salon 
in Thames, co-owned by Tyler 
Pere, who also donated his hair 
a few years ago.

Charlie said before the snip, 

Skye was excited “but a little 
worried”; however, after the 
cut she was very happy with 
her shorter ‘do and thought 
she looked “super cute”.

“Skye says her hair will grow 
back, but she wants to help 
people who may not be able to 
grow their hair due to cancer 
treatments,” Charlie said. 

“So, if you’re thinking of 
cutting your hair, if it’s long 
enough, you should consider 
donating it to Freedom Wigs 
based in Dunedin.”
DETAILS: More info at freedom-
wigs.com

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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You’ve still got time to enrol to vote but be quick – enrolment closes on Friday 10
October. Enrol online at https://vote.nz/enrolling/enrol-or-update/enrol-or-
update-online/
If you enrol now or you haven’t received your voting papers in themail, youwill
need to cast a special vote. Special votes are accepted at our Paeroa, Ngātea or
Waihī ServiceCentres.You’ll need one form of photo ID and proof of residence,
like a rates or power bill.

Voting day closes at 12 noon on Saturday 11 October
Our three service centres will be open on Saturday 11October from 8am to 12
noon.The doors will close on the dot of 12 noon, so set your alarm and get in
early! No late votes can be accepted.

Let’s beat the 2022 results!
Check out what’s come in for the total number of votes returned for eachWard
so far.Will yourWard take out the win for most engaged?Get those voting packs
in and let’s beat the 2022 results! Check out the stats each day at
https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/council/elections/voting-returns

It’s roading construction season
Please take extra care around roadworkers andwork sites and stick
to the posted temporary speed limits to allow seals to settle well.
Reducing your speed also helps reduce themovement of loose chips
while they embed into the new seal.

We’re carrying out our annual pipeline
cleaning (pigging) on the PlainsWater
Supply network.

When is this happening?

Check out this presentation
from ourGroupManager
Service Delivery!
From dogs to water
infrastructure and everything
in-between, the last triennial’s
been one of our busiest yet.

Scan theQR code to
view the presentation

The exact location is still to be determined,
but the good news is that funding has been
approved to install a pedestrian crossing on
KennyStreet, near the RugbyClub.With the
hugely popular Pumptrack; rugby games and
upgradedMorgan Park, safety of pedestrians
is top of the agenda.

What is pigging?
Pigging is a standard pipe-cleaningmethod that uses a specialist
device, know as a “pig”, to remove natural biofilm, sediment, and
manganese or iron build-up inside water pipelines.This process
helpsmaintain water quality and improves flow efficiency.

Local Elections 2025

This little piggy

Curious about what’s
been achieved in the
last three years

Pedestrian crossing for
KennyStreet,Waihī

On the road again
7October 2025

Hauraki District Council - P 0800 734 834 (freecall within district) or 07 862 8609 - info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz - www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Only 5 more days to go!

• 6 to 24October 2025, Monday to Friday, 7am – 4pm.
• Affected area is KerepēhiWaterTreatment Plant through to

Ngātea.
Youmay notice temporary changes in water pressure, intermittent
supply, or discolouredwater during this time. If your water looks
discoloured, just run an outside tap for a fewminutes until it clears.
Thewater remains safe to use, but if you have any concerns, contact
us on 0800 734 834 or report it through theAntenno app.

Scan theQR code to view themap of local roads
receiving someTLC this construction season alongwith
two big projects forWaitāwheta Rd andTrig RdNorth.
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HORTICULTURE

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Start your career now, get qualified
before the end of the year …
Trust us at Valley Education,

we’ve been in training for over 27 years
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now leading
to the NZ Certificate in Horticulture (General)

Level 3 – Ahumara – Land Improvement.

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Instore now,

choose from a brand new

selection of quality

Polo shirts.

Included is this great RM

Williams “Bright Polo”

in luxurious pure cotton.

$129.00

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Shayle Wenzlick, 90, stops to smell the flowers.                                                                               Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Te Korowai team offers free health checks.

All floral fun
It was a day of celebration at 

the Thames War Memorial 
Civic Centre on October 1. 

People from all across the 
Hauraki-Coromandel gathered 
from 10am for the Flowers for 
Friendship event to celebrate 
the International Day of The 
Older Person. 

Event organiser Age Concern 
Hauraki Coromandel hosted 
a room-full of happy punters 
and were supported by the Piki 
te Ora team from Te Korowai 
Hauora o Hauraki, who offered 
free health checks and shared 
information about their ser-

vices during the event. 
People enjoyed dance perfor-

mances, mingled over a spread 
of morning tea and admired 
a colourful display of hand-
made flowers, which were 
made out of materials such as 
harakeke (flax), knitted or cro-
cheted, beads, paper, plastic 
bottles and more.

Groups, schools and people 
across the community donated 
the flowers for the special 
event, which were shared with 
all those in attendance. 

Any remaining flowers were 
to be donated to people in the 
area following the Flowers for 
Friendship event. 

Francine Hills leads the group in a dance. Grant Platt enjoys the celebration.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

A bouquet for Pam White.
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for.. Steady, Common sense decision making
• Reducing Rates
• Reducing Regulation
• Full Transparency
• Do the Basics well

Exhibition celebrates 25 years in Waikino
This Labour Weekend will 

mark 25 years of art in the 
tiny rural community of Wai-
kino, and local artist Kim Dye 
is among those preparing to 
show off their talents. 

The 25th annual ARTWai-
kino Exhibition will feature 
works of art across a variety 
of mediums, on display at the 
Waikino Hall. 

Artists across the region 
are encouraged to enter their 
works in the show, which fea-
tures generous prizes in the 
competition portion.

The categories include 
painting, sculpture, craft, and 
photography, along with spe-
cial awards for Young Star and 
People’s Choice. 

This year, there is also a new 
competition category: “25”. 

“That could be anything to 
do with 25 - one [artist] is do-
ing 25 exposures of the same 
photograph,” committee mem-
ber Vanessa McHardy says. 

“It’s very, very open cat-
egory.”

Nature-and-whimsy-based 
artist/sculptor Kim Dye, 
whose studio sits next door to 
Waikino Hall, is still kicking 
around ideas for her entries.

Last year she submitted a 
“big bird bath with a waka, 

Waikino artist Kim Dye in her garden gallery.                             Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

with two kingfishers”, as well 
as an indoor painting.  

“I’m not committing yet,” she 
laughs. 

“I’m like that every year.” 
Looking around her peace-

ful, heart-shaped lawn though, 
there is no shortage of possi-
bilities. 

Tucked among the shrubbery 

are numerous tiny fairy hous-
es, sculpted birds, abstract 
sculptures, and water features. 

A small gallery shed holds 
jewellery, wall art and figu-
rines, and Kim is arranging 
some mermaids she’s just 
pulled out of the kiln. 

“I’m very spiritual… crystals 
and mermaids and water and 

Mother Nature. That’s a big 
theme for me,” she says. 

“I do like to incorporate dif-
ferent mediums, so concrete, 
metal, pottery, glass, or I focus 
on recycled stuff too, like cor-
rugated iron pieces.” 

Art helps her re-centre from 
her often emotionally taxing 
work as a palliative caregiver, 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Kim says. 
“It can get tough, and I don’t 

know how people do heaps of 
hours of it,” she says. 

“[Art] helps you work 
through it… I sort of incorpo-
rate my gardening and my love 
of water, which is where I’m 
going more, I think.”

Kim’s ARTWaikino entries 
will be for sale, along with all 
the other pieces entered into 
the exhibition. 

Proceeds from the show go 
towards the upkeep of the hall. 

Twenty-five years on from 
the beginning, Vanessa says, 
the committee is still commit-
ted to supporting and encour-
aging local artists. 

“Last year we spent a lot of 
money fixing the hall up… now 
we really want the hall to be 
used as much as possible,” she 
says. 

“And we’re wanting to en-
courage artists to do work-
shops there for the public, 
[and] wanting to remove bar-
riers for local artists.”
DETAILS: ARTWaikino exhibition 
runs at Waikino Hall over Labour 
Weekend, October 24-27. Gold 
coin entry. Artist entries close 
October 11. See www.waikino-
hall.org/artwaikino for more. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Holden Trax
Auto Turbo, Low 55km, One Owner

BE QUICK

$15,990

2013 Ford Territory
Auto, Diesel, AWD, T-Bar,

TOP CONDITION

$11,990

2017 Holden Colorado LT
2.8 Ltr Diesel, 2WD, Manual,

Low 116 Kms, BEST AVAILABLE

$24,990

2017 Holden Equinox
1.5 Ltr Turbo, Alloys, Auto, NZ New,

IMMAC CONDITION

$15,990

2006 Mazda MPV
2.4 Ltr Auto, 7 Seat,

VALUE
$5,990

2017 Holden Commodore SV6
Auto, Fully Optioned on 20’s

$15,990

2005 Kia Sorento
Auto, 4WD, Diesel, Low Kms

$8,990
ONLY

2010 BMW 135i
Auto, Turbo Coupe, Top Spec

$12,990

SPORTS
Taekwondo girls medal in competition debut

A group of six girls from 
Northwind Taekwondo 

who had never competed be-
fore have done themselves and 
their coach proud at a recent 
hapkido festival.

Harmony Fictoor, Trinity-
Kay Nepia-Thompson, Jessica 
Yeh, Levina Chuon, Ivy Guiton, 
and Rosetta Guiton all took 
part in the 2025 NZ Hapkido 
Festival Fourth Oceania Cup, 
held in Upper Hutt.

They train at Northwind 
Taekwondo in Waihī, and were 
invited to attend the festival 
despite hapkido and taekwon-
do being different disciplines, 
coach Paul Hicks said.

While taekwondo was de-
scribed as a form of unarmed 
combat for the purpose of self 
defense, hapkido was a soft-
style, counter-fighting martial 
system.

“Keeping in mind most 
Asian-based martial arts are 
similar in their traditional pro-
tocols,” he said, “though, at 
a tournament, not bowing or 
kneeling, or leaving the ring 
too soon can get you disquali-
fied. 

“So, my students were told to 
watch each event type and see 
how the hapkido competitors 
conducted themselves. Then 
go and practice the process as 
much as they can.”

Paul said the students spent 

time practising how to enter 
and leave the ring, as well as 
learn how to adapt over the fes-
tival’s two days.

On top of it, none of the stu-
dents - aged between 10 and 
17 and hailing from Paeroa, 
Kerepēhi, and Waihī - had com-
peted in a tournament before.

“My students don’t do spar-
ring until their green belt, and 
most of the team only got their 
green belt in May or July, so 

learning competitive sparring 
in two-three months was one 
part of the challenge,” Paul 
said.

“In that time none of them 
knew the two Middle Staff 
[Jung Bong] patterns [kata] to 
compete in the Weapon Pat-
terns event. They learnt them 
in five weeks and had them 
good enough not just to get 
medals, but to have the judges 
tell me how impressed they 

were of them.
“Yeah, they are champions,” 

he said. “The pressure was 
huge. I had two of them say to 
me in July: ‘but we haven’t even 
learned the second pattern yet’. 
I just said: ‘Trust me, I know 
you can do it, you will be fine’. 

“All I know is that their hands 
were shaking from the adrena-
line after each event they com-
peted in.”

The Northwind Taekwondo 

The group of six girls from Northwind Taekwondo had fun and won medals at a recent hapkido festival.          SUPPLIED

team walked away from the 
festival with four gold medals, 
three silvers, and three bronz-
es, placing sixth overall. 

They will now be heading to a 
karate tournament where they 
will again have to, on the day, 
“figure out what not to do as 
well,” Paul said.

“I am very proud of them. We 
went down [to the hapkido fes-
tival] having low expectations 
as the challenge for success was 
high. I wanted them to focus on 
the experience this event was 
going to give them, to learn as 
much as they could and most of 
all have fun. 

“We all learn better when we 
are happy,” he said.

“This current batch of stu-
dents in Waihī are already 
tight, it’s a special thing, as I 
haven’t seen this level of con-
nection amongst other stu-
dents in the past 35 years. 

“[The] event just bound them 
together in battle even closer. 
Battles with the events, battles 
with their emotions, and the 
battles of how they can help 
each other with all of the chal-
lenges they each were going 
through.”
DETAILS: Northwind Taekwondo 
trains out of the Waihī Memorial 
Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
during school term, from 3.45pm 
to 6.30pm. Contact northwindt-
kd@gmail.com, or Ph 028 400 
7550. 

MARTIAL ARTS
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
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A practical Martial Arts based
form of healthcare.

ConTact C.A.R.E offers a Common-Sense
Approach to Real Ease,

that may work effectively with.
u Realignment u Headache & Migraine
u Breathing Disorders u Sports Injuries
u Post-Op Rehabilitation u Old Unresolved Injuries

Joanne Vickers
Advanced Practitioner

027 487 7506
jlvickers@xtra.co.nz

www.joannevickers.co.nz
Nowworking in Paeroa@ 20 Station Road

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

-

Te Korowai Hauora oHauraki is a rural,
Iwi-based, not-forprofit, incorporated

society providing affordable kaupapa driven
health andwellness services across the

Hauraki rohe
- a complete cloakofwellness for allwhānau.

Mō tātou o Hauraki
Hauraki as a healthy nation

Wedeliver hauora services in away that is
uniquelyMāori yet inclusive of all peopleswho

choose to engagewith us.

OOOOOOuuuuuurrr sssseeerrrrrvvvvvvrrviiiiccceeeessss iiiiinnnnncccclllluuudddddeeeee::::

GGGGPPPPP &&&& Nuuuurrrrsssinggggg SSSSSeeeerviiiicccceeees

HHHHooooommmme-bbbbbaaaasedddd SSSSSuuuppppppppooooorrrrtttt

HHHHHiiiiinnnnennnngggggaaaarrro SSSSeeeerrrrvvviccceeesss
((((MMMMeeeennnnttttaaalll HHHHHeeeeaaaalllthhhhh aaaannnnd AAAAddddddddddiiicttttiiiioooonnnns))))

SSSSSSuuuuupppppppppoooorrrrrtttt fffoooorrrr LLLLLoooonnnnggggg-ttttteeeerrrrmmmmmm
CCCCoooonnnnddddiiiiiittttiiiiioooonnnnssss

WWWWWWhhhhāāāānnnnnaaaaaauuuuu OOOOOrrrrraaaaaaa

WWWWWWeeeelllllllnnnnnneeeesssssss ffffoooooorrrTTTaaammmmmmmaaarrriiikkkiiii,,,,
RRRRaaaaannnnnggggaaattttaaaaahhhhhhiii,,, KKKaaaauuuummmmmāāāātttttuuuuuaaaa

kiaora@korowai.co.nz
korowai.co.nz

0508 835 676

Whakapā mai, get in touch:

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Spring into wellness: your 
body’s seasonal tune-up
As Thames awakens from winter’s em-

brace, we’ve noticed more patients 
arriving with that familiar complaint: “I 
threw my back out gardening this week-
end.”

Sound familiar? You’re not alone—
spring consistently brings a surge of activ-
ity-related injuries as we enthusiastically 
dive back into outdoor pursuits.

Our bodies are remarkably adaptable, 
but they need time to adjust after months 
of reduced activity.

Think of it like starting a car that’s been 
parked all winter - everything needs to 
warm up gradually.

The weekend warrior approach of going 
from couch to intensive garden renova-
tion rarely ends well.

Here’s what works: start each day with 
five minutes of gentle stretching.

Focus on your hamstrings, hip flexors, 
and shoulders - areas that tighten during 
our sedentary winter months.

When tackling yard work, break tasks 
into smaller chunks and change positions 
frequently.

Your spine craves movement variety, 
not marathon sessions in one position.

At Evergreen Chiropractic, we see pre-
vention as the best medicine.

Regular movement, proper lifting tech-
niques, and listening to your body’s sig-
nals can help you enjoy Thames’ beauti-
ful spring weather without the setbacks.

We’re delighted to welcome back Dr Pe-

Thank you to all those who attended our Liv-
ing With Life Limiting Illness event on Sep-
tember 15.

Beautifully presented by Nurse Practi-
tioner Emma Hedgecock, we have had a lot 
of positive feedback including how it opened 
the door for some important conversations 
amongst partners and families.

Just to reiterate, a lot of what was covered 
can be managed through a GP/Clinician con-
sultation here at the practice. 

For some, it may be helpful to have a fam-
ily meeting and this involves booking a dou-
ble appointment slot, giving you ample time 
to have your discussion. 

One of the areas covered was advance care 
planning, why it is important, the benefits of 
this and how to create your own.

St John Medical Alarms is help at the push 
of a button 24/7. It connects directly to 

Hato Hone St John. 
If someone is at risk 
of having a fall or ac-
cident, has a medical 
condition, or lives 
alone, the alarm gives them the ability to 
call for help when they can’t get to a phone. 
Quick response times help to save lives and 
give your loved ones independence, confi-
dence and peace of mind. 

Mobility parking permit scheme details are 
completed by or on behalf of the applicant.

If you are restricted by a medical condi-
tion or disability, you can apply for one. Part 
of the form will need to be completed by a 
medical practitioner. We have all of this in-
formation available at the practice.

Make an appointment and come in if you 
would like to have a chat. 

- Supplied by Health Ngatea.

Positive feedback for health event

CH
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N OCTOBER SPECIAL OFFER

First visit and
Xrays only $79.99

(usually $220)

BOOK NOW
701 Pollen Street,

Thames
BOOK INSIDE OR CALL

07 868 6665
www.evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

ter Wass, who rejoins our team through-
out October.

His expertise and familiar face add 
even more support for your wellness jour-
ney this spring season.

This spring, let’s cultivate wellness to-
gether—one gentle movement at a time.
DETAILS: Phone 868 6665 for an ap-
pointment or book online at www.ever-
greenchiropractic.co.nz

Dr Peter Wass will rejoin the Evergreen 
Chiropractic team throughout October. 

Photo: SUPPLIED

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE TODAY!

Terms & Conditions apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!
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Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Available now for test drives and pre orders

Kia Tasman
Ute

Kia Niro
HEV ‘Light’ 1.6L Petrol

SRRP

$39,990+ORC

Movement that inspires Movement that inspires

Movement that inspiresMovement that inspires

Kia Stonic
SX

SRRP

$26,990
T&C’s Apppppplyyy
Inc GST + ORC

$49,990

Kia Sportage
Light 1.6TTT HEV 2WWWD

+ORC
Price Reduced to



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $2950 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3450 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5500

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

electrical services

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
Call now for a free quote 021 539 779

• Stump removal
 experts for tree
 stumps of all sizes
• Coromandel, Franklin  
 and Waikato
• Experienced and fully  
 insured
• Owner operated, local  
 business

www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

arborist

electrician

civil construction

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

40%
off*

Custom Fabrics
217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

off*

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

curtains

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Thames Hire Centre is a one-stop shop for 
trailer and equipment rentals in the Haura-

ki-Coromandel region.
Owner Perrin Newland has the community 

covered for all access, concrete, cleaning, and 
renovation equipment, building tools, genera-
tors, excavators and of course trailers.

“We cater for the smaller commercial hire 
and DIY sort of people,” he said. Perrin has 
been operating the business for five years 
with help from his wife Natasha, and was fo-
cussed on delivering good customer service 

and building a good reputation, he said.
Visit thameshire.co.nz to see what equip-

ment is on offer or pop in to the centre and 
chat to Perrin. 

“We’re open from 7am to 5pm during the 
weekdays and 7am to 12 on Saturdays.

“We offer a weekend deal where you can 
hire something at a day rate for the whole 
weekend,” he said.
CONTACT: Thames Hire Centre, Jellicoe Cres-
cent, Website: thameshire.co.nz, Email: hire@
thameshire.co.nz, Ph 07 868 9350. 

Excellent service at hire centre
Perrin Newland of Thames Hire Centre is ready to help find solutions.             Photo: NIKKI SANDERS



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefloorman.co.nz

flooring

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

Sometimes I get the 
privilege of taking 

people outdoors where 
they come face to face 
with some of their great-

est fears - heights, confined spaces, wa-
ter. You know the drill.

And every time, it still gets me. Be-
cause I get to witness this almost instant 
transformation the moment someone 
chooses to step into the stretch.

There’s this magic space between 
comfort and chaos - we call it the stretch 
zone. Not the comfort zone, where eve-
rything’s easy and familiar. And not the 
panic zone, where it’s so overwhelm-
ing your brain shuts down and you just 
want to leg it. The stretch zone is that 
place where growth actually happens.

Take Niko.
He was terrified of heights. Wouldn’t 

go down slides, avoided swings, even 
refused to look out a tall building win-
dow. His fear wasn’t born from falling 
— it came from never being exposed in 
the first place. That’s what fear does: we 
end up fearing the feeling of fear more 
than the thing itself.

One day, on a youth trip, we set up 
a zipline across a river. First hurdle — 
climb a six-metre ladder. Second hur-
dle — step off into thin air, trusting the 
harness, the rope, and the slightly too-
confident blonde guy (yep, that was me) 
who set the thing up.

It took ages to coax him up. Even 
longer to get him to let go. But then I 
asked: “Will you regret this if you don’t 
try?”

Tears in his eyes, he nodded. That 
was the stretch. Finally - takeoff. Legs 
dangling in the air, river rushing below, 
friends cheering on the other side. He 
landed, beaming:

“Woohoo, can I do that again?”
Suddenly, his world had grown. Fear 

had shrunk. Here’s the thing: most of 
our fear grows in the comfort zone. But 
when we choose the stretch, we realise 
it’s often the feeling of fear - not the 
thing itself - that’s been holding us back.

So - what’s your stretch today?

What’s your stretch today?
By MICHAEL WILKES
OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Living 
Well Trust, running mentoring and resilience pro-
grammes across Thames and Paeroa. To support 
local youth work or follow stories and insights, find 
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @michael-
wilkes.kiwi. If you’d like to connect about a speak-
ing engagement, community initiative, or support-
ing youth work, email michael@livingwell.org.nz.

Saturday farmers’ market reopens
After a winter break, the Waihī 

Beach Saturday Farmers’ Market 
has returned at its usual location — 
Waihī Beach School (Te Kura Tātahī 
o Waihī) - running from 8:30am to 
12:30pm each Saturday.

Organisers say this season promises 
to be one of the most exciting yet, with 
a wide range of fresh local produce, 
artisan foods, handmade goods, and an 
expanded line-up of new vendors.

The jam-packed programme has 
been designed to celebrate the com-
munity and showcase the creativity and 
quality of local growers and makers.

“We can’t wait to welcome everyone 
back to the market - it’s going to be 
bigger, fresher, and more vibrant than 
ever,” an organiser said.
DETAILS: For updates and stallholder pre-
views, follow the market on Facebook: 
Waihī Beach Saturday Farmers Market.



CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this. If you are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, 
Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy          KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

Storage Storage

Storage
TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley Profile 

are available
for purchase, contact us today!

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz 
0204 0944 853

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Church Notices

Death Notices Death Notice

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 

  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Handyman Situation Vacant

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades BuildersFarm Services
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Painters

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944
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Waihi Living Waters
Christ Centered 

Meetings
Sunday 4pm

15 Smith St, Waihi

For Sale

Garage Sale

Public NoticeBuilders

Public Notices

Grazing  Rural Land Painters
 Experienced painters 

in all farm buildings 

and older homes 

Hauraki/Piako wide.

 Ph Greg 027 2142442 

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned now
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

Dairy Grazing avail-
able for R1/R2 Heifers. 
Situated at Hikutaia, on 
34ha rolling/hill block. 
Viewings welcome. 
Phone: Sue/Richard 
021 262 3871

Calla tubers from $2 
ea. Assorted colours & 
sizes. Easy care plants. 
Great cut flowers. Grow 
in clusters for great 
display. Can courier. Ph 
027 473 2727

CAPS HAURAKI INC.
The Annual General Meeting 

of CAPS Hauraki Inc.
Will be held on:

Tuesday, 28th October 2025 at 7.00 pm,
At the CAPS Hauraki Office, 
301 Pollen Street, Thames

Please RSVP by the 21st October 2025 to 
Phone: 07 868 8644 or 

reception@capshauraki.co.nz

Sat 11th, 18th and 
25th Oct. 8am start. 
44 Kenny St, Waihi. 
Household items.

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Enrolment at Netherton School is governed by an 
enrolment scheme. Information and forms are available on 
the school website www.netherton.school.nz
Limited places for out of zone children are available for the 
2026 school year.
Applications close midday Friday 31st October 2025 and 
are to be emailed to brook.hill@netherton.school.nz 

7 School Road Netherton 
RD1, Paeroa 3671

Ph: 07 862 3847 
Fax: 07 862 3914
www.netherton.school.nz

Due to our membership 
growth we are looking 
for an experienced bar 

manager and bar person 
to work at the Ohinemuri 

Club in Paeroa. 
Approximately 20 hours 
per week and must be 

able to work Saturdays.  
Please email CV 
to the Manager 

ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz 
or drop it into the club. 

Sheep Shearing Services
Mobile shearing, crutching, 
hoof trimming & drenching
For lifestyle block owners, 

competitive rates
Call Richard 022 128 0852 

or Sue 021 262 3871
Or email 

richard.collier@xtra.co.nz 
for details

Stainless milk vat, 
insulated, 1700 ltr with 
tap and lids. Plate 
freezer, 7 shelves. 
Make an offer. 
Ph 07 868 6054

TYRRELL, 
Ronald Seymour 
(Ron):
Peacefully, at Thames 
Hospital on Sunday 31st 
August, 2025;  Dearly loved 
husband of Margaret. Loved 
Dad of Denise, Linda, Kay, 
and Karen. A Memorial 
Service to celebrate Ron’s 
life will be held at St Paul’s 
Anglican Church, Willoughby 
Street, Paeroa on Monday 
13th October at 2pm.

CHALLIS, Noeline:
Passed peacefully at 
Tararu Rest Home, on 29th 
September, 2025; aged 81 
years.  
Loving wife of Les.  Loved 
Mum of David (deceased), 
Kevin, Annalee and Pop, and 
Mark and Erin.  Loved Nana 
of 9 grandchildren and 4 
great-grandchildren.
In accordance with Noeline’s 
wishes a private cremation 
has been held.

HARPER, 
Sheryl Anne:
Peacefully at Auckland City 
Hospital on 2nd October 
2025; Aged 65 years. 
Beloved wife of Andrew. 
Adored Mum of Shelley, 
Douglas and ‘fur-baby’ 
Dexter. Loved Sister, Auntie, 
Cousin and ‘Mum’ to many. 
A Memorial Service to 
celebrate Sheryl’s life will be 
held at Ngatea Rugby and 
Sports Club, 78 Orchard 
Road, on Friday 10th October 
at 11am. 
As per Sheryl’s wishes, a 
private cremation has taken 
place.

RAMSEY, 
Trevor David:
Passed away peacefully 
at his home on Friday 3rd 
October 2025 aged 78 years. 
Beloved husband of Robyn. 
Much loved Dad of Glenn, 
Carl, Daniel and Kirilee. 
Cherished father in law, 
brother and Grandad, deeply 
loved and remembered by all 
his family. 
A service to celebrate 
Trevor’s life will be held at the 
Waihi Beach RSA on Monday 
13th October at 11am.

Your local construction professionals

Providing full building and construction services throughout the
Hauraki, Coromandel and Northern Waikato districts.

Small team dedicated to delivering quality building projects with
honesty, professionalism and pride!

New homes
Alterations

Kitchen and bathroom renovation
Transportable buildings

Decks
Fences

Building condition assessment and
Maintenance plans.

WHAKARATONGA IWI
FIREANDEMERGENCY.NZ

   THANK YOU TO EMPLOYERS OF VOLUNTEERS
By supporting your employee’s decision to volunteer, you’re directly responsible
for making your community a safer place to live.

Through the invaluable support of employers, Thames Volunteer Fire Brigade
and other Volunteer Fire Brigades throughout New Zealand can continue to respond to 
emergencies in our communities. 

• Department of Conservation
• Fairview Motors
• Fire and Emergency NZ
• H.G. Leach & Co.
• Hauraki District Council
• Hauraki Plains College
• MICO Plumbing
• PAK’nSAVE
• R H Battson Plumbing Ltd

• Read Bros. Hardware - Tradezone
• Ritchies Transport Holdings Ltd
• Skywork Helicopters Ltd
• SRE Electricians
• Thames Coromandel District Council
• Thames High School
• The Warehouse
• Totalspan
• Watson Engineering

Last month’s winner of  the lotto 

ticket was Glenys Humphrey, who 

found Pete in the September 16th 

edition in the Historic Waikino Hotel  

advert. 

Go to page 2 for 

details 

about how to enter.

 

Is Coming! 
Please DONATE 

your old books NOW! 
Zonta is seeking books for Bookarama on 
Friday 24th and Saturday 25th October 2025.        
 
To donate books contact: 
• Thames:phone Althea on 07 868 9970 or 027 217 9222 
• Ngatea:  phone Murray on 027 273 7963                          
• Paeroa:   Drop off at the "i-site" 
• Thames:      Drop off at the ANZ Bank 

 
THANK YOU 
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MIKE AND SALLY. THAMES-COROMANDEL

WE’RE VOTING FOR
FAIR REPRESENTATION

VOTE TO KEEP OUR TCDC MĀORI WARD
This local election we have the opportunity to vote to keep our TCDC Māori Ward. Having a Māori Ward
mean people on the Māori Roll vote for their Māori Ward Councillor instead of their Local Area Councillor.
Fair representation, better decision making, stronger together. www.maoriwards.nz

SPORTS REPORTS

Thames Valley had a convincing 
38-5 win over Whanganui in the 
final round robin match in the 
Heartland Rugby Championship.

The result was very satisfac-
tory for the Swamp Foxes as it 
was played in Whanganui’s home 
ground at Cooks Gardens.

For Thames Valley: Logan Allen 

(2) Sione Etoni and Quin Collard 
scored tries with the addition of a 
penalty try. 

Quin Collard also kicked four 
conversions and one penalty goal.

This victory has enabled Thames 
Valley to once again finish in the 
top four of the Heartland Champi-
onship. 

Final Placings: 1. Mid Canter-
bury 40 points. 2. South Canter-

bury 29 points.
3. Thames Valley 29 points 

and 4. Wairarapa Bush 28 points. 
Note: As they were defeated by 
South Canterbury (35-34) in their 
round robin match Thames Valley 
drop down to third place in a tie 
breaker.

These four teams now play off 
for the Meads Cup and the semi 
finals will held next Saturday.

In the first semi final Mid Can-
terbury play Wairarapa Bush at 
Ashburton and this will be fol-
lowed by South Canterbury play-
ing Thames Valley in the second 
semi final at Timaru.

In his eight round robin games 
first five eighth, Quin Collard has 
now scored 120 points for the 
Swamp foxes with seven tries, five 
penalty goals and 35 conversions.

The Swamp Foxes defeated Whanganui 38-5 on their home ground on Saturday, with Quinn Collard, below, kicking four conversions and a penalty goal.          Photo: SUPPLIED/TVRFU

RUGBY

Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Convincing win for Swamp Foxes
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Twice, 4 Pressing, 9 Chafed, 14 Arson, 15 In all probability, 17 Pores, 18 Eat, 19 Opening, 20
Dissident, 21 Aghast, 24 Attention, 25 Brewer, 26 Healed, 29 Escalation, 31 Rip, 32 Hatter, 33 Scab, 35
Age, 37 Echo, 39 Interests, 40 Flippancy, 41 Showy, 42 Antennae, 47 Knitwear, 51 Soaks, 55 Truculent,
56 Prevalent, 58 Itch, 59 Ill, 60 Real, 61 Cirrus, 62 Eel, 63 Aftershock, 66 Guitar, 67 Column, 69 Migratory,
72 Screen, 73 Unpopular, 75 Fancied, 77 Run, 80 Erase, 81 Many happy returns, 82 Incur, 83 Yanked, 84
Reddened, 85 Bendy.

DOWN: 2 Wine press, 3 Colon, 5 Riot, 6 Swahili, 7 Idiosyncrasy, 8 Grind, 9 Cayenne, 10 Alps, 11 Enrage, 12
Asset, 13 Knotted, 14 Assayer, 16 Punctuation, 22 Enlist, 23 Testify, 24 À la mode, 25 Bypass, 27 Licence,
28 Benign, 30 Nero, 32 Heron, 34 Buyer, 36 Spit, 38 Can, 42 Altar, 43 Tsunami, 44 Nous, 45 Acetic, 46
Oasis, 48 Interrogate, 49 Weighty, 50 Arc, 51 Stardom, 52 Spleen, 53 Mealy-mouthed, 54 Saga, 57 Entrap,
64 Concerned, 65 Harrier, 66 Gherkin, 68 Unnamed, 70 Grapple, 71 Nevada, 72 Snack, 74 Owner, 76
Crude, 78 Meek, 79 Tyre.

241

ACROSS
1 Heighten (7)
4 Indexed (10)
9 Squirrelled away (7)
13 Repulsive (4)
14 Tropical lizard (6)
15 Dazed (6)
16 Act (7)
19 Withered (10)
20 Put money into (8)
21 Dummy bullet (5)
24 Sharp reply (6)
25 Leapt (6)
27 Rampart (9)
32 Tubular pasta (8)
33 Marshy (6)
34 Domestic employee
(7)
38 Excessive burden
(8)
39 Nincompoop (6)
40 Precipitation (4)
41 Joker (5)
42 Alleviated (5)
45 Done or acting at
random (14)
52 Steam bath (5)
55 True (5)
56 Fly alone (4)
57 Ditch (6)
58 Non-inclusion (8)
61 Beams (7)
62 Puncture (6)
63 Deliberate (8)
66 Ruler (9)
68 Demons (6)
69 Very handsome
young man (6)
73 Unravels at the
edges (5)

74 Reveal (8)
76 Wildly distraught
(10)
81 Comfort (7)
82 Supported (6)
83 Permissible
tolerance (6)
84 Settlement (4)
85 Waxy sticks (7)
86 Red athlete (anag)
(10)
87 Hide-processing
plant (7)

DOWN
1 Roof overhang (5)
2 Great merriment (8)
3 Inundate (6)
4 Mania (5)
5 Defrost (4)
6 Insulating wrap (7)
7 Furrow (6)
8 Borders (5)
10 Kiln (4)
11 Discomposed (7)
12 Going astray (6)
17 Reconditioned (10)
18 Core (5)
22 Mollifies (8)
23 Group of eight (5)
24 Breadcrumbed fried
patty (7)
26 Small lake (4)
28 Analgesic drug (7)
29 Seasoned
preserved sausage (6)
30 Small breed of fowl
(6)
31 Flag (6)
33 Waste drain (5)

35 Stringed instrument
(5)
36 Minus (4)
37 Haze (4)
43 Waterproof jacket
(6)
44 Precise (5)
46 Midday (4)
47 Household chore
(7)
48 Reacts (anag)(6)
49 Girl’s name (5)
50 Of a mind to (8)
51 Stoat fur (6)
52 Garter straps (10)
53 Component part (4)
54 Yearly books (7)
59 Liberated (5)
60 Horse farm (4)
64 Reeking (5)
65 Short entertaining
story (8)
67 Long eventful
journey (7)
68 Red file (anag)(7)
70 Defensive coating
(6)
71 Jewellery item (6)
72 Narrow sea
channel (6)
75 Hunger for (5)
77 Surrender up (5)
78 Tall and thin (5)
79 Family (4)
80 Inkling (4)

 SUDOKU               221

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                241
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

TeMata 78BBennettRoad

5,854sqm

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
4pm,Thu 16Oct2025
459PollenStreet,Thames
Viewbyappointment
RobynCruickshank0273087110
robyn.cruickshank@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Oneof thebestcoastal sites
Seton5,854sqm(moreor less)ofbare land, thisoutstandingsite iswaiting foryoutobuildyourdreamhomeor
holidayescape.Elevatedwithsweepingviewsover theFirthofThames, it’s aproperty that trulycaptures themagicof
theCoast.The landhasbeenplantedtoattractnativebirdlife, soyou’ll besharingyoursanctuarywith tūī, kererū, and
fantail.You’reclose to localboat ramps foreasyaccess to thewater, andonlya five-minutedrive to theTapupub,
petrol station,dairy, andtakeaways.With its space,outlook, andconvenience,78bBennettRoad is regardedasoneof
thebest sitesalongtheCoast.

Ablankcanvas readytobecomeyourdreamlifestyle.

bayleys.co.nz/2180849

NEWLISTING

Thames 209WilliamsonStreet

2 1 1 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu23Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Cosyconvenience
This renovatedminer’scottageblendsclassiccharacterwithmoderncomfort.Essentially rebuiltwith thoughtful
upgrades foreasy living, it featuresasleekgalleykitchen, air conditioning, andastylishwet-roombathroomwithdual
access fromthemainbedroomand lounge.Frenchdoors lead fromthe loungetoasunnyenclosedporch(no
consents), thenout toadeckandprivatecourtyardgarden—perfect formorningcoffeeoreveningdrinks.The fully
fencedsection includesanundercovercarparkand isaneasy, flat stroll to town,VictoriaPark, andthebowlsclub.
Ideal for retirees,downsizers, lock-up-and-leave living,orasmart investment.

bayleys.co.nz/2180837
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Hunua 125WilsonRoad

73.5917ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Wed29Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.45amThu9Oct&Thu 16Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ShaneSnijder021 730488
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
BAYLEYSREALESTATELTD,SOUTHAUCKLAND,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Productive land in theHunua foothills
Setacross73.5hectares (moreor less)ofwell-contoured land, thispropertybalances farming infrastructurewith
scope for the future.Offeringoptionsasagrazingblock, support land,or larger ruralbase, itdeliversversatility.
Around53hectares (moreor less) isgrazeablecontour, currentlyused forbeef finishingandmaizecropping.The
front ismainly flat,givingeasyaccess formachineryand livestock,while the fertile landsupportsavarietyofuses.
Divided into21 paddockswithcentral laneways, it ispractical andefficient.Everydayservicesarecloseby,making this
aplacewithspace toworkanda location that supports lifestyleandproductivity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630142

NEWLISTING

Thames 314GraftonRoad

8 3 3 2
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
12pm,Fri 31Oct2025
459PollenStreet,Thames
View4-5pmSun 12Octorbyappointment
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Ontopof town
PerchedatopGraftonRoadonThames’ fringe, this47.8ha(moreor less)estate, cherished for50years,offers two
homeswith totalprivacy.Enjoy360degreeviewsof thesea, township,HaurakiPlains, andstunningsunsets.
Subdivisionpotential is realistic (consents required),withCoromandelandThamesCoastbeachescloseby.The
328sqm(moreor less)main five-bedroomHinuerastonehomefeaturesspacious living,doublegarage, and
commandingoutlooks.Theoriginal 119sqm(moreor less) three-bedroomhomewithsimilarviewsawaits renovation.
Athree-bayshedaddsscope. It’s trulya lifestyle legacy - thecrown jewelofThames.Don’twait – call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2180817



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     October 7, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 25

bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatangi 83MillerRoad

257.45ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 13Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12.30-1.30pmFri 10Oct
& 11am-12pmThu 16Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Provendairyingwith infrastructureandscope
Setacross257hectares (moreor less), thisMangatangidairy farmdelivers scaleandaconsistent systemwithawell-
planned layout.The landshifts fromflats to rollinghills, divided intoaround 100paddocks forefficientgrazing.Soils
areashonthehills andclayonthe flats, noted forproductivityandresilience.Abore installed in2022ensures reliable
water. Infrastructure includesa50ASHBshed,400-cowfeedpad, implementsheds,haybarns, andstorage.Four
homesprovideaccommodation for familyor staff. InNorthWaikato, the farmconnectseasily toHaurakiPlains,
Pokeno,andsouthAuckland,with theMangatangiDamandrangesaddingpresence.

bayleys.co.nz/2630147

Miranda 30RataroaRoad

14.32ha 5 4 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu6Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View3-3.45pmSun 12Oct&Sun 19Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Lifestyle, incomeandviews
Set innativebush, this 14.32ha(moreor less)Mirandapropertyoffersprivacywithviewsof theFirthofThamesand
CoromandelRanges.The326sqm(moreor less)home,built in2002,has flowing interiors for family livingorhosting.
Surroundedbytracksandmature trees, including200-year-oldKauri, there’sa30-minutebushwalk fromthe
doorstep.TheRataroaBushCabinaddsversatilityasboutiqueaccommodation,guest space,oroffice.Acedarhot
tubenhancessummerevenings. Insidearemultiple livingareas, aguestwing,master suite, twodoubles,office, and
bathroom,withdecksblending to thebushoutlook.

bayleys.co.nz/2630134
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Pukorokoro/Miranda 149CRataroaRoad

13.1316ha 2 1
AskingPrice $798,000
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Seaviews,dualdriveways,bore, severalbuildingsites
Nestled into thehillside, thisnorth facingpropertyspans 13ha(moreor less)ofquiet simplicity, space, andsweeping
views thatwill neverbebuiltout.Away fromthehubbubofcity livingyet justa littleoveranhour toeitherAucklandor
Hamilton,havespace tobreathewhile stayingconnected.Hobby farmordeveloptheapprox.3acresofusable
pasture, addaseconddwellingupto 120sqmwithseparatedriveway,and/orabarn typestructure– severalpossible
sitesondifferent levels, eachwithseaviews.The remainderof the land isbeautiful nativebush includingmanuka.Close
toprimaryschoolsandonthebus route forhighly regardedHaurakiPlainsCollege.

bayleys.co.nz/2630101

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $999,000
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Outstandingvalue– $210kbelowGV
Privatelypositionedwithanelevatedoutlook, thismodern three-bedroomhomeoffers spaceandcomforton3.2
hectares (moreor less).At thecentre, a light-filledopen-plankitchen,diningand livingspace featuresmodern
appliances, an islandbenchandaspaciousbutler’spantry.Themaster suite includesanensuiteandgenerouswalk-in
wardrobe, complementedbytwoadditionalbedroomsandasecond livingarea.Largeslidingdoorsopentoan
expansivedeck, creatingseamless indoor-outdoor flowandasetting toenjoysweepingviews.Thispropertyhasso
muchtooffer includingadoublegarage, shedding,energy-efficientwithsolar,grazing landandbordersastony-
bottomriver.

bayleys.co.nz/2316097
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waitakaruru 156FrontMirandaRoad

119ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu6Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmFri 10Oct&Fri 17Oct
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coastal-rural livingmeetsefficientdairy farming
Seton 119.47ha(STS)of flatmarineclaysoils in theHaurakiPlains, thisproductivedairy farmmilks350cowswitha
two-seasonaverageof 136,000kgMS.Divided into36paddocks, it featuresa44-bail rotaryshed,400-cowyard, full
effluent system,qualitywater supply, andmultiple supportbuildings.The200sqmhomestead,upgraded in2025,
includes threebedrooms, twobathrooms,anoffice, andaself-containedunit. Located inWaitakaruru, it’s close to
schools, 14kmfromNgatea, 12kmfromThames,underanhour toHamilton, and79kmtoAucklandAirport.Awell-
equipped farmofferingscale, strongoutput, andexcellent location.

bayleys.co.nz/2630141

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waitakaruru 619StateHighway25

6,948sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu30Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sun, space&sea–Build inWaitakaruru
Discover theperfect spot tobuildyourdreamhomeorweekendretreat in sunnyWaitakaruru.This6,948sqm(more
or less)north-facingsectionoffersprivacy,openspace, andacloseconnection tonature,with theFirthofThames just
ashort stroll away.Withpower,phone, reticulatedwater, andsewageat theboundary,building ismadeeasy.Enjoy
proximity toquality schools, underanhour'sdrive toAucklandorHamilton, andquickaccess toCoromandel’s
beaches.Surroundedbynaturalbeautyand local attractions like theHaurakiRail Trail andtop fishingspots, this is
yourchance toembrace lifestyle livingwithconvenienceandcommunity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630153
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Maramarua 288DimmockRoad

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu30Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11.45am-12.15pmSun 12Oct&Sun 19Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Quietandserene
Enjoy9,680sqm(moreor less)ofopenspace inaquietno-exit setting, ready foryourdreambuild.Thisbare land isa
trueblankcanvas,withpowerat theboundaryandonly limitedcovenants,givingyou freedomtocreateahome, shed,
or layout thatworks foryour lifestyle. Light, space, andaccessibilitymake it ideal formodern, traditional, oreveryday
living.Close toBlueberryCountry,NgateaWaterGardens,MaramaruaGolfClubandMirandaHolidayPark,plusgood
schoolingnearby.Easy reach toSH2withPukekohe,ManukauandHamiltonall accessible.Bringyour ideasandmake
ityourown.

bayleys.co.nz/2630146

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 4574OrchardWestRoad

42.86ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu30Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.45amWed15Oct
KarlDavis0508838383karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Well set-up landholdingwith future flexibility
Set in theheartofaproven farmingdistrict, this42.86hectare (subject tosurvey)blockoffers scale, reliability, and
flexibility for those looking tostrengthenordiversify theiroperation.Flatcontour, acentral race, andabout20
paddockssupportefficient stockmovementandeaseofmanagement.Connectedtocouncilwater, it features
productivesoils, effectivedrainage,andversatility formaize,grazing,oryoungstock. Infrastructure includes twohay
barns,withpowersoonavailable.Close toNgateaandStateHighway2, itbalances farmlandproductivitywithaccess
toservices, schools, andmarkets,whileeastcoastbeachesarewithineasy reach.

bayleys.co.nz/2630149
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Hikutaia 246MaratotoRoad

3 1 1 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu6Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1.15-1.45pmSat 11Oct&Sat 18Oct
orbyappointment
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Rural ready- relocatedandrenovated
Setnear themouthof thescenicMaratotoValley, thismodernised ruralhomeseton3.99ha(moreor less)offers
peaceful livingwithallmajorupdatescomplete.Recently relocatedontoanewsubfloor, it featuresdurablemonolithic
cladding, anewseptic system,anda flat, easy-caresection.Thehome includesanadditionaloutdoor room; ideal asa
studiooroffice,plus sheddingandastoragecontainer,perfect forhobbyistsor tradespeople.LocatednearThames
andPaeroa ina friendly rural community, itofferseasyaccess to theHaurakiRail Trail andother local attractions.A
practical lifestyleopportunitynot tobemissed.

bayleys.co.nz/2630150

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waerenga 49AwaroaRoad

8,000sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu30Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.30-11amSun 12Oct&Sun 19Oct
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Countrywith townconvenience
Seethescopeof this8,000sqm(STS)block inWaerenga.Bringyour ideasanddesignvision—thispropertywon’t last
given itscontour, location, andrealistic seller.Buildahomeofyourchoice, froma large residence toacompact
dwelling,withspace for lawns, apool, shed,and landscaping.Establishedtrees frametheproperty,whilepower is
availableat theboundaryandaGeotech report supportsyourplanning(mildcovenantsapply).Set in theWaerenga
community, just 15kmtoTeKauwhataandclose tomain routes,Hamilton,AucklandAirport, andtheCoromandel.
Zoned forTeKauwhataCollege,withHaurakiPlainsCollegewithin reach.

bayleys.co.nz/2630151
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Waihi 183NgatitangataRoad

5 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu6Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View3-3.45pmSat 11Octorbyappointment
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Elevated luxurywithpanoramicviews
This stunning three-level luxuryhome,completed inDec2022,offersoff-grid livingwithpanoramicviewsoverMayor
Island,GoldenValley,Waihi, andbeyond.Seton 10.9ha(STS)ofnativebushandpasture, it featuresAbodotimber
cladding, aColorsteel roof, andasaltwaterpooladded in2024.Thecentral levelboastsapremiumkitchen,open-plan
livingwithwoodburner,master suitewithensuiteandwalk-inwardrobe,a fourthbedroom/office, andanoutdoor
studio.Upstairs isaprivate lounge; the lower level includes twobedrooms, JackandJill bathroom,storage, and
doublegarage.Extras includeunderfloorheating, lift, solar, andheatpumpwater system.Viewtoday!

bayleys.co.nz/2630079

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waihi 81cSavageRoad

4,054sqm

AskingPrice $395,000
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Spacetocreate, futurepossibilities,pricedtomove
Surroundedbyestablishedbushandsetback fromthe road, this4054sqm(moreor less, subject tosurvey)section
providesapeaceful andprivatesetting.Withnocovenants inplace, youhave the freedomtodesignandbuildahome
that suitsyourvision.Essential services -power,water, and fibre– areavailableat theboundary, simplifying the
groundwork foryourproject.Familieswill value thecloseaccess toWaihiPrimary,WaihiCollege, cafésandeateries.
Nearby, theHaurakiRail Trail andKarangahakeGorgeprovidecycling,bushwalks, andriversideescapes.This isa
location thatbalances lifestyleandaccessibility,withTauranga just64kmawayandHamilton 107km(moreor less).

bayleys.co.nz/2630102
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Thames 398CKauaerangaValleyRoad

2.317ha 610sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior)2pm,Thu30Oct2025
1030VictoriaStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.45amSun 12Oct&Sun 19Oct
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Wherebusinessmeets the river
• Homebusinessconsent inplace
• Grazing,gardens,orchard&sheds
• Riverwithaswimminghole

Family livingwith thebonusofconsent forbusinessuse.The four-bedroomhome ispositioned forall-daysun,
supportedby 16solarpanelswith inverters to lowercosts.Seton2.3ha, theproperty featuressevenpaddocks, cattle
yards, abarn,orchard, andgardens.Theboundary is theKauaerangaRiver,withdirectaccess toaprivateswimming
hole.

bayleys.co.nz/2180846

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Paeroa 31MarshallStreet

379sqm 300sqm

AskingPrice $589,000
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Notyourusualcommercialbox–mustgo
• 300sqm(approximately) floorarea
• Staff facilities-fullyequippedtomeetyourneeds
• Doublegaragingsuitsvehicle storage,workshop,oradditionalofficespace

Ourvendorhaspurchasedelsewhere, andwith thepricesharply reduced,31Marshall Street isanopportunitynot to
miss.Behind themodest façade liesaversatile, high-studspacewithnatural light, supportedbyoffices, storage, and
staff amenities.Thestandout feature is the retro 1960s-stylekitchen&witha70%IEP, flexible layout, it’spractical yet
full of character.

bayleys.co.nz/2315881
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz


