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Māori excellence and innovation celebrated, P3

From bylines to bylawsFrom bylines to bylaws
A former editor, a local news broadcast-

er, a financial backer of a community 
newspaper, and the owner of a popular 
radio station will all be seated around the 
Thames-Coromandel council table for the 
next three years - one of them as Deputy 
Mayor.

It’s a mix of media and politics rarely 
seen within one chamber, but it could 
bring “clearer, more accessible council 
communications”.

With the final local body election re-
sults now out, it’s been determined that 
former Hauraki-Coromandel Post editor 
Alison Smith; The Coromandel Informer 
newspaper shareholder Flemming Ras-
mussen; Coromandel’s CFM local news 
host John Freer; and CFM radio station 
owner John Grant have been successful in 
their bids to become councillors.

Grant was also named new Mayor Pe-
ter Revell’s deputy - a decision Revell said 
was based on his “tremendous work ethic, 
sound judgement, and keen eye on the 
bottom line”.

Mayor Revell, who led the nearest can-
didate by 600 votes, said the “unique” 
situation in TCDC - the fact that three 
people with current interests in media or-
ganisations, plus a fourth who was a for-
mer journalist and was now in the com-
munications space - seemed “an unusual 
coincidence”.

He told The Profile that community 
members from “all walks of life” were 
drawn to public service, and should be 
celebrated and their experience utilised.

For second-term councillor John Grant, 
who now picks up the Deputy Mayor title, 
a passion for the community was what 
drove his decision to first stand for coun-
cil in 2022.

He and his wife Lynda are the owners of 
popular radio station Coromandel’s CFM, 
but as a director, he said his involvement 
was limited to managing financial aspects 
and providing occasional technical sup-
port, such as driving the station’s caravan 
for live broadcasts. 

As a member of the Media Council and 
subject to the Broadcast Standards Au-
thority, Cr Grant was asked how he would 
manage any potential conflicts between 
his responsibilities as Deputy Mayor and 
his ownership of a local media outlet that 
reported on council and community is-
sues. Cr Grant said he was committed 
to transparency and maintaining pub-
lic trust. “To manage potential conflicts 
between my role as Deputy Mayor and 
my ownership of CFM, I maintain no in-
volvement in editorial decisions, which 
are handled by CFM’s independent news 
team,” he said. 

“Additionally, CFM adheres to strict 
editorial guidelines to ensure impartial-
ity, and I am committed to transparency 
through annual declarations of interest 
and recusal from any business decisions 
involving council matters.”

He also said John Freer, the station’s 
news editor and local news host, would 
be removed from all council-related 
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.
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Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12
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reporting following his appointment to council 
in the South-Eastern ward.

Across the country, it’s uncommon but not 
unheard of for media personalities to serve on 
local councils. In Christchurch, former City 
councillors Barry Corbett and Sue Wells were 
both broadcasters before entering into politics 
in 1998.

Michael Laws, a former MP and Mayor, 
and most recently the deputy chairman of the 
Otago Regional Council, is a talkback host on 
The Platform and has also worked with Radio 
Pacific, Radio Live, and Sky Television.

Bo Burns, owner of Times Media, publishers 
of the Eastern Times and Franklin Times, was 
the highest-ranking candidate for Auckland’s 
Howick Ward this election.

Closer to home, Cr Grant said his media 
experience equipped him with “a unique per-
spective” as both councillor and Deputy May-
or. He said it helped him advocate for clearer, 
more accessible council communications.

Alison Smith, a former editor and journalist 
of The Hauraki-Coromandel Post, and now 
the communications and marketing lead at 
EnviroStrat, agreed.

“I’ve actually got quite a strength in stra-
tegic thinking, and I think it’s from years of 
going into situations with no preconceived 
judgements - neutrality, which is what you’re 
trained in for journalism,” she said. 

“So, years and years of doing that, plus all 
the research and reading skills, and the ability 
to get out and talk to people of all backgrounds, 
I think that actually sets you up quite well for 
representing a community in council.”

Cr Smith was named a Voyager Media 
Awards finalist in 2022 in the Environmen-
tal Journalism category for her work expos-
ing a fisheries loophole after thousands of 

pink maomao were hauled in by fishermen in 
Tairua.

She will join Cr Freer in the South-Eastern 
ward, meaning the area will now be represent-
ed by two media minds, with Freer also having 
held senior roles with Independent Newspa-
pers Limited and News Limited.

Mayor Revell expressed confidence that his 
new team would uphold high ethical stand-
ards.

He told The Profile that council had a Media 
Policy that guided elected members in their 
contact with the media, stating: “elected mem-
bers can express a personal view in the media 
at any time but must make it clear it’s their 
own view”.

Elected members were also barred from vot-
ing or taking part in discussion of any matter in 
which they had a financial interest. 

Failure to comply with these rules could 
have serious consequences, including disquali-
fication from office, he said.

“Council’s induction process for new and re-
turning elected members provides our repre-
sentatives with a thorough grounding in these 
rules, and we have every confidence they will 
be followed,” he said.

Incoming councillor Flemming Rasmussen 
has also committed himself to non-involve-
ment in The Coromandel Informer newspa-
per’s editorial decision-making while an elect-
ed member.

Cr Rasmussen told The Profile that earlier 
this year, he and his wife “made a conscious 
decision” to financially support The Coroman-
del Informer “to ensure its continued long-
term availability as an independent, viable lo-
cal newspaper and publishing business”.

The couple hold a 33.3 per cent shareholder 
interest, and Cr Rasmussen is a director, but 
he said he had no day-to-day involvement in 

the business.
The majority shareholder, Pauline Stewart, 

was the executive editor of all publications, 
and had exclusive content and editorial over-
sight, he said.

Cr Rasmussen - who received the most votes 
in this year’s local body elections for the Mer-
cury Bay Ward - has written opinion pieces 
about council operations, published in print 
and on The Informer’s website since February, 
2024. 

In them, he talks of rates rises, Māori  Wards, 
and transparency, in one writing: “Being elect-
ed to public office inherently comes with pub-
lic scrutiny. This scrutiny is not a burden but 
a necessary part of democracy. Transparency, 
openness, and access are not just ideals. They 
are fundamental pillars of democracy. We 
must uphold them, as their erosion may fur-
ther decrease public engagement and trust in 
local government”.

He said he planned on continuing to con-
tribute pieces in a private capacity, not as a 
councillor, and The Informer would continue 
to promote “principles of fairness, accuracy, 
balance, and transparency in its reporting”.

He said his financial backing of the paper 
would not affect how council issues were cov-
ered, but acknowledged that it could impact 
how people received that coverage.

“Perception is reality. Fact,” he said. “How-
ever, we cannot plan or worry about the ever-
changing ‘fickleness’ of public opinion. What 
we can do is continue to do our best, do the 
right thing, to the best of our ability. 

“In three years, we get to ‘enter the scales of 
public opinion’ again for the public’s verdict of 
performance. That’s democracy. We trust the 
process. 

“Whilst it is imperfect, it 
is the best we have.”

CONTINUED FROM P1
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Motion Comfort
Queen Base

$1,099O
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Try ourAdjustable Beds.

LabourWeekend.

Just got bigger.
Sale.

Personalise your sleeping
position at the touch of a button.

50%
off.

Flexirest Queen Mattress

$2,200N
O

W

Designed for
Adjustable Bases.

50%
off.
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Swisstek Select
Queen Bed

$3,899N
O

W50%
off.

Serenity Breeze
Queen Bed
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O

W
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Serenity 1935
Queen Bed
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O

M $2,499N
O

W

50%
off.

$4,999N
O

W

Sanctuary 1935
Queen Bed

*Labour Weekend Sale ends 04.11.25. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream
prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details.

Locally
owned &
operated

Free local
delivery

We will
take away
your old

bed

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Beautiful
new

arrivals
in

store
500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

Pike River (131 mins) M. Melanie Lynskey and Robyn Malcolm star as two ordinary women who stand
up and take on the government, justice system and a company after the 2010 Pike River Mine explosion
takes the lives of 29 men. A film about power, people vs. money, right vs. wrong. An inspiring true story of
an incredible female friendship and together what is possible when you simply won’t give up.
Regretting You (116 mins) M. Based on the bestselling book. Introduces audiences to Morgan Grant
and her daughter Clara as they explore what’s left behind after a devastating accident reveals a shocking
betrayal and forces them to confront family secrets, redefine love, and rediscover each other.
Roofman (125 mins) M. Comedy & unbelievable true story. Follows a struggling father who robs
McDonalds restaurants by cutting holes in their roofs, earning him the nickname: Roofman. After escaping
prison, he secretly lives inside a Toys “R” Us for 6 months, surviving undetected while planning his next move.
The Rocky Horror Picture Show (100 mins) M. 50th anniversary screenings. A newly engaged couple
have a breakdown in an isolated area and must pay a call to the bizarre residence of Dr. Frank-N-Furter.
Prime Minister (102 mins) M. Going behind the scenes of her administration and her private life,
PRIME MINISTER follows Dame Jacinda Adern for seven years. Intimate home footage shot by her
husband and audio interviews that she did while in office give us unparalleled access.
NEXT WEEK: Good Fortune - A well-meaning but inept angel, Gabriel meddles in the lives of a struggling
gig worker and a venture capitalist. Springsteen: Deliver Me From Nowhere - Bruce Springsteen’s journey
crafting his 1982 album Nebraska, which emerged as he recorded Born in the USA with the E Street Band.

Movies from Thursday 30 October to Wednesday 5 November
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Māori excellence and innovation celebrated
The inaugural Hauraki Māori 

Business Awards 2025, held 
at the Silver Fern Farms Events 
Centre in Te Aroha on October 17, 
brought together more than 300 
guests to honour Māori enter-
prise, innovation, and leadership 
across the Hauraki rohe.

Award recipients include Lead-
ership Award winner Punehu Wil-
son and Wellbeing & Social Im-
pact Award runner up Te Korowai 
Hauora o Hauraki. 

The evening was a celebration 
of Māori success, showcasing the 
ingenuity and cultural integrity of 
Māori businesses leading change. 

Te Arikinui Kuini (the Māori 
Queen) Nga wai hono i te po at-
tended the event, alongside Hau-
raki-Waikato MP Hana-Rawhiti 
Maipi-Clarke, Tama Potaka, 
mana whenua of Hauraki, local 
government mayors and council-
lors, marae representatives, and 
kaumātua (elders) and rangatahi 
(youths) from across the region.

Hosted by the Ngāti Tamaterā 
Treaty Settlement Trust, the 
awards recognised the achieve-
ments of Māori businesses in 
driving economic growth and 
strengthening cultural identity, 
environmental stewardship, and 
community wellbeing.

“These awards reflect the heart-
beat of our people - the creativity, 
courage, and collaboration that 
keep Hauraki moving forward,” 
trust chief executive Michelle 
Wilson said. “This is more than 
business excellence - it’s about 
celebrating Māori innovation that 
uplifts whānau, restores our taiao 
(nature), and builds a stronger fu-
ture for generations to come.”

Each recipient demonstrated the 
transformative impact of Māori-
led business models that prioritise 
collective prosperity, whānau em-
powerment, and sustainability, the 
Trust said. 

The awards evening also saw the 
launch of Ngā Pōito o te Kupenga, 
a new Hauraki Iwi Māori Busi-
ness Database, developed in part-
nership between Ngāti Tamaterā 
and Ngāti Pāoa. The platform will 
connect Māori enterprises across 
Hauraki, allowing Ngāti Tamaterā 
to work directly with iwi-owned 
and Māori-led businesses to un-

derstand their needs, foster col-
laboration, and ensure equitable 
access to contracts and partner-
ships across the region.

“Ngā Pōito o te Kupenga repre-
sents more than a directory, it’s 
the weave that connects our busi-
ness ecosystem,” Ngāti Tamaterā 
economic development lead Elle 
Archer said. 

“What we witnessed tonight was 
more than an awards ceremony, it 
was a declaration of identity and 
intent. Māori business is not just 
contributing to the economy; we 
are reshaping it.

“The Hauraki Māori Business 
Awards are proof that when we 
lead with whakapapa and kau-
papa, we don’t just succeed - we 
transform the landscape for eve-
ryone.”
AWARD RECIPIENTS: Ko te tohu koun-
ga mō te taiao|Environmental Excel-
lence Award: winner, Pou Rāhui. Ko 
te tohu whakanui mō te taiohi/Ran-
gatahi Leadership Award: winner, 
Punehu Wilson; runner-up, Rihipeti-
Paerau Forbes. Ko et tohu whakanui 
mō te hauora me te toiora/Wellbe-
ing & Social Impact Award: winner, 
Ki Tua o Matariki; runner-up, Te Ko-

rowai Hauora o Hauraki. Ko te tohu 
whakanui mō te kaipakihi hou/New 
Horizons Award: winner, Tidal Con-
struction Ltd; runner-up, Waikato 
Ready Mix. Ko te tohu kounga mō 
te ringarehe me te ahumahi/Trades 
& Industry Excellence Award: win-
ner, Lite Civil; runner-up, Concrete 
Management Ltd. Ko te tohu wha-
kanui mō te ringatoi/Creative Vi-
sionary Award: winner, Chris Bailey 
Sculpture; runner-up, Jeanine Clarkin 
Design. Ko te tohu toi tongarewa o 
ngā rangi/Ureia Supreme Excellence 
Award 2025: winner, Ki Tua o Ma-
tariki. 

Winners and runners-up with Te Arikinui Kuini (the Māori Queen) Nga wai hono i te po.                       Photo: SUPPLIED
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EMAIL

As part of the next steps for this project, wewant to find outmore about your communities’ tolerance to risk from natural hazards.Within our
communities we know there is lots of knowledge of how our landworks – both in normal conditions and during disruptedweather. Building our
understanding of risk is a key part of developing an adaptation plan so everyone in our communities feels confident and safe.Wewant you to
consider - howmuch risk are your communities willing or able to bear?

To help us do this, we are running two upcomingworkshops, andwould love to see you there.

This project is partially funded by central government’s BetterOff Funding package to invest in the wellbeing of our communities.

KŌREROMAI STORYMAP

We want to know what is acceptable risk, what is
tolerable risk, and what is intolerable risk to your
community.

Acceptable: No action needs to be taken,
or no restrictions need to be in place to
counter the risk of damage or loss.

Tolerable: Some work may need to be
done to lessen the risk if the cost or impact
of reducing the risk is not high.

Intolerable: Action must be taken to
reduce the risk.

You can also reach out to the
Community Panel by emailing
plainsadaptation@gmail.com

Levels of risk
Find outmore

Resident and business workshop -
all are welcome.
Thursday 30October, 5pm - 7pm
ThamesValley Hockey Pavilion, Hugh
Hayward Domain, Ngātea.

Rural sector workshop - ideal for
farmers and those working rurally.
Tuesday 28October, 12pm - 2pm
Ngātea Rugby and Sports Club,
Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngātea.

Come along to
our workshops!

eal for

Let’sTalk
About Risk

Māori wards have been 
scrapped from future 

Hauraki and Thames-Coro-
mandel district councils, but 
for the next three years, “ko-
tahitanga [unity] remains the 
way forward”.

At the October local body 
elections, 3291 people in 
Hauraki and 6995 people in 
Thames-Coromandel voted to 
remove Māori wards - a major-
ity in both districts.

Thames-Coromandel’s elect-
ed representative Michael 
Barlow [Ngāti Maru, Ngāti Hi-
kairo, and Ngā Puhi] said he 
was “deeply saddened” by the 
result, not just in his district, 
but in Hauraki and Matamata-
Piako as well. 

“It’s a tough result to accept, 
especially knowing how much 
heart and history sits behind 
the kaupapa,” he said. 

“For many of us, this ward 
wasn’t just about representa-
tion, it was about honouring 
voices that have long been si-
lenced and creating space for 
genuine partnership.”

Cr Barlow said while the de-
cision was disappointing, it 
didn’t change the commitment 
he’d made to his communities. 

“Kotahitanga [unity] remains 
the way forward. I’ll continue 
to advocate for our voices to 
be heard and respected, and 

to ensure that our whānau, 
hapū, and iwi are meaningfully 
included in decision-making. 
This term will be shaped by 
resilience and unity. “We may 
have lost the ward,” he said, 
“but we haven’t lost the vision.”

Following the October 11 
elections, voters from 24 out 
of 42 councils across the coun-

try chose to dismantle Māori 
wards for the 2028 and 2031 
elections.

The binding poll came as part 
of recent legislative changes 
made by central government, 
in which all councils with Māori 
wards were required to ask vot-
ers whether those wards should 
remain or be removed. 

Des Tyler [Ngati Hako, Ngati 
Tamatera], elected as one of 
the Te Pakikau O Te Ika Māori 
ward councillors for Hauraki, 
believed people did not fully 
understand the referendum.

“I am disappointed that we 
don’t get to keep the Māori 
wards after 2028, which also 
saddens me as I truly believe 

that we need to be there,” he 
said. “To be honest, I think peo-
ple just didn’t understand what 
the referendum was all about 
as there was so much negativ-
ity around the country around 
Māori wards, and unfortunate-
ly people believed and bought 
into the negativity.

“I know the next three years 
are going to be a challenge, 
but I know by 2028 people will 
see just how important Māori 
wards are.”

Hauraki’s second Māori ward 
councillor Rereahu Collier said 
while he initially had mixed 
emotions about the outcome, 
he wanted to emphasise the im-
portance of the impact his role 
could have in the coming term. 

He was motivated to engage 
with Māori communities in 
places they were empowered, 
he said. “What is reassuring 
to see in the results however, 
is the amount of support that 
Māori wards had from our 
whānau and allies alike. That 
is an indicator to me that our 
communities understand the 
importance of shared power 
and equitable voices. While the 
result didn’t go our way, it is 
still on a positive trajectory and 
I hope to build on that over the 
next three years. 

“There is still work to be 
done.”

‘Tough result’ as Māori 
wards voted out

A fire broke out on State 
Highway 25 near Waita-

karuru on October 23, caused 
by a collision between a car and 
a truck. 

Emergency services were 
called to the crash around 
11.20am. 

The occupants all escaped 
the vehicles, but the truck sub-
sequently caught fire. 

Fire and Emergency New 
Zealand said two trucks from 
Ngatea were sent to extinguish 
the blaze. 

Hato Hone St John con-
firmed one person was trans-
ported to Thames Hospital in a 
serious condition. 

Later that day, a single car 
crashed on State Highway 2, 
leaving the road through Ka-
rangahake Gorge closed for just 
over an hour. 

The car overturned between 
School Rd and Waitawheta Rd, 
Police said, and the sole occu-
pant was transported to hospi-
tal with moderate injuries.

Crashes in Waitakaruru, Gorge
A fire breaks out at a crash site in Waitakaruru.            Photo: STUART SPACKMAN

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“We may have 
lost the ward, but 

we haven’t lost 
the vision.”

- Michael Barlow
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(selected bed models only)

Natural Merino
‘NZ MADE Moana’ Bedset

Feel
Soft

Single $1149
King Single $1399
Double $1499
Queen $1599
King $1849
Super King $2149
California King $2749

10 years
warranty

Te Aroha Acacia
Timber Bedroom Set

Cool Gel ‘NZ MADE Cloud
9’ Bedset (with Standard Base)

vailable in
m, Medium

or Plush

Av
Firm

Single $1699 King Single $1849

Double $2099 Queen $2399

King $2749 Super King $2949

California King $4099

10 years
warranty

3drw Bedside $279
5drw Tallboy $649

5 drw Slimboy $499
6drw Dresser Mirror

$899
Queen Bed Frame

$899

Napnest Comfy Pillowtop
Bedset

Feel Medium

Single
$599

King Single
$679

Doubl
$77

Quee
$89
Kin

$104
5 years warranty

le
79
en
99
ng
49

UP TO

60%
OFF

“Removal of old beds included with deliveryyry”

SUPER SPRING SALE Classic Pine Bunk Set

SS++SS wwiitthh SSnnoooozzyy MMaattttrreessss Combo
$1149

S+D with Snoozy Mattress Combo
$1599

*85Kg top bed limit - *170 bottom bed limit
Single

+ Single
with

Drawer
$899

Single
+ Double

with
Drawer
$999

‘Save our services’: workers strike
Hundreds of health work-

ers, teachers, and other 
public sector workers gathered 
in Porritt Park in droves on 
October 23 as part of a nation-
wide “mega-strike”. 

The Porritt Park rally, one 
of several around the country, 
began with a family-friendly 
gathering and speeches. Strik-
ers then formed a “human 
wall” and marched to Coro-
mandel MP Scott Simpson’s 
office on Pollen St. 

The “Save our Services” 
strike action was a combined 
effort between multiple unions, 
which are currently involved 
in contract negotiations with 
the government. It involved 
an estimated 100,000 union 
members, in what was New 
Zealand’s biggest co-ordinated 
strike action in years. 

Along with fair pay rates, the 
unions’ grievances are varied. 

Nurses, senior doctors, and 
other health workers have 
raised concerns over staffing 
levels, recruitment delays, and 
unsafe working conditions. 

Meanwhile, the education 
sector is calling for more spe-
cialist teachers and teacher 
aides, and for the government 
to uphold Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
in education.

New Zealand Council of 
Trade Unions president Rich-
ard Wagstaff said in a state-
ment that union members 
expected a proper response to 
their negotiation claims. 

“[Unions] are being confront-
ed with a co-ordinated and 
deliberate bargaining strategy 
from the Public Service Com-
mission and employers. That is 
to respond with long-term pay 
offers that are well under infla-
tion,” he said. 

“These disputes are about 
much more than pay rates. 
These workers have also raised 
numerous issues around the 
quality of service and care, es-

pecially around short-staffing 
and resources. This has largely 
fallen on deaf ears.”

Public Service commissioner 
Sir Brian Roche said the strike 
was “avoidable” and would re-
sult in significant disruption for 
patients, students and families. 

“I regret that outcome for 
New Zealanders, especially as 
I thought progress could have 
been made on bargaining - dis-
appointingly, the unions didn’t 

see it that way,” he said. 
“We can only resolve these 

matters through constructive 
dialogue - not disruption… I 
urge the unions to come back to 
the table to negotiate a realistic 
and reasonable solution.”

Public Service Minister 
Judith Collins, meanwhile, 
penned an open letter calling 
the strike a “stunt” targeting 
the government. 

“The strike appears to be po-

litically motivated by the un-
ions,” she said. 

“The government has acted in 
good faith, and we have met un-
ions’ demands for pay increases 
in line with inflation… The gov-
ernment also has a responsi-
bility to manage the country’s 
finances carefully, especially 
when money is tight.”

Health, education and other public sector workers march at Porritt Park in Thames.                       Photo: TERESA MAXWELL

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS IN TERM 4

Junior
PrizeGiving

Monday 8 December

When: 1.30-3.00pm
Where: School Hall

Wednesday 12 November

Senior
PrizeGiving

Thames High SchoolTe Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga

Visit Thames High School website www.thameshigh.school.nz ~ Thames High School Events and Celebrations ~ Ph +64 7 868 8688

We grow together to achieve ones true potential

Year8
OrientationDays

Wednesday 29 October

When: 7.00pm
Where: School Hall

When: 8.45am- 3pm
Where: Wharenui

2026 ENROLMENTS
WELCOME

Kia kōtahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te taumata

StaffOnly
Day

Friday 14 November

NCEAExams
Start

Tuesday 4 November

Until
Tuesday 28 November School Closed

STUDENT PRIZE
WINNERS AND
THEIR WHĀNAU

WELCOME

STRIVE FOR
EXCELLENCE,
ACHIEVEWITH
INTEGRITY

WHĀNAU
WELCOME

A DAY OF
PERSONAL

DEVELOPMENT
AND REFLECTION

Wednesday 19 November

Moanataiari School, Matatoki School
& Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga

Te Puru School, St Francis School
& Parawai School

Last day of Term 4
Thursday 11 December

THS librarian bookmarks 10-year chapter
A love of reading was fostered 

through Ruth Howes’ early 
experiences of being read to as a 
child and also receiving a book in 
every Santa sack.

It was the early spark that 
fuelled the Thames High School 
librarians’ passion to see students 
connect with books. It’s what 
makes it all the more meaningful 
as the librarian prepares to finish 
her time in the role at the end of 
October, after 10 years of dedica-
tion.

The librarian told The Profile 
she loved when she could see “the 
light being turned on” as students 
discovered books that grabbed 
their attention.

Ruth started out her career, not 
as a librarian, but as a head kin-
dergarten teacher at Tairua Kin-
dergarten. “I then had seven years 
teaching English to [ages] three to 
seventeen-year-olds in Singapore 
and Kuala Lumpur.”

When Ruth and her husband, 
Wayne Howes, shifted back to 
New Zealand at the end of 2013, 
Wayne scored a teaching position 
at Moanataiari Primary School, 
she said.

Ruth decided to upgrade her 
diploma of early childhood to a 
Bachelor of Teaching, majoring 
in Professional Education, she 
said, and while she worked on the 
upgrade - she said she was asked 
to relieve the librarian at Thames 
High School who was on sick 
leave.

“Unfortunately, she passed 
away and I successfully applied 
for the role as librarian at THS.”

When Ruth joined Thames 
High in 2014, she recognised stu-
dents she taught back in kinder-
garten, she said.

“[I] felt very privileged to see 
them at the beginning of their 
school and to see them reach their 
potential and leave secondary 

school.”
The library was a space where 

she helped to facilitate the school’s 
chess club, and also where she led 
the librarian club. 

“Some students needed a space 
to feel safe. These few became 
student librarians and it [the club] 
soon grew,” she said.

“Student librarians are incred-
ible and each has their own little 

niche within the library. Having 
these students reach their goals 
and succeed in all they do was 
fantastic.”

It was hard for Ruth to pick just 
one proud moment from her time 
at Thames High. “I don’t have one 
proud moment - there are many,” 
she said.

One moment was when she 
helped a student from a home-

After 10 years of dedication, the Thames High School librarian Ruth Howes leaves a well-read legacy.   Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

school background settle in at 
school, who later became dux, she 
said. Another was when she took 
a group of students to a chess 
tournament and said she came 
home “feeling very appreciated”.

“Being a shy person it was hard 
to put myself out there, but I 
think this also helped those types 
of students to realise they can do 
anything,” Ruth said. 

“I was never sure about work-
ing with teenagers but quickly 
realised that they were like four 
year olds [who] just had a bigger 
attitude and bigger feet.”

The next thing Ruth looked 
forward to was a bit of “me time”, 
private tutoring and hooking up 
the caravan to the ute and travel-
ling, she said. But the legacy she 
hoped to leave behind at Thames 
High was that everyone felt wel-
come in the library. 

“Libraries don’t have to be a 
quiet space. They should be a 
space where everybody and any-
body feels welcome.”

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE

The Thames High School Chess Club.
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Butter versus margarine? I trust
cows before I trust chemists.

New Zealand is for New
Zealanders, farmers

need you now.
There’s a big gap out there

on farms for the
right credentialed person.

Trust us at Valley Education, we’ve been whipping up
training for over 15 years.

We are fully NZQA polyunsaturated and accredited.
Stop churning over your future and call now.

Help make New Zealand graze again!
Short FREE courses available.

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

AGRICULTURE

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Owharoa Falls blasted to deter swimmers

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Havoc had broken out at Ow-
haroa where a resident who 

had built his house close to the wa-
terfall objected to others bathing in 
a nearby pool.

He had begun blasting the falls 
into the pool to put a stop to the 
public swimming there. ‘Bach-
elor’ of Owharoa sent an indignant 
letter to the Ohinemuri Gazette 
asking if the County Council and 
Ranger of Crown Lands could do 
something. This resident, he felt, 
should be charged for damaging 
the fine natural scenery at the falls 
which were such an attraction to 
all travellers passing through the 
district.

Over at Pūriri the outlook was 
grim. The township consisted of 
a hotel, a school, and one or two 
shops. The only excitement pro-
vided during 24 hours was the ar-
rival and departure of the various 
coaches. Many years previously 
miners and small syndicates had 
dabbled away there, occasion-
ally coming on a promising patch 
which never amounted to much. 
A lot of claims were floated during 
the gold boom but many did not 

Owharoa Falls in the 
Karangahake Gorge.                 

Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

prosper. At present it seemed min-
ing prospects were mostly in a state 
of coma and were not likely to re-
vive for some time, possibly never.

Meanwhile, John McLoughlin, 
a Matatoki settler, met with a seri-
ous accident when making his way 
along Pollen St from Shortland 
to Grahamstown. When crossing at 
the junction with Willoughby St, a 
rapidly driven vehicle came down 
Pollen St and turned into Wil-
loughby St. In turning the corner it 
knocked over Mr McLoughlin, one 
of the wheels passing over his left 
leg. The driver of the vehicle did not 
stop but kept on his way. Some pas-
sers-by who witnessed the accident 
helped Mr McLoughlin into Mr 
Tetley’s butcher’s shop, and then 

sent word to Constable Hodgson. 
The constable at once procured a 
cab and had the injured man taken 
to the hospital. 

Dr Williams found that Mr 
McLoughlin’s leg was badly frac-
tured below the knee. The driver 
of the vehicle was not known, 
however Constable Hodgson had 
obtained a clue which he believed 
would lead to his discovery.

From Waikino to Waihī vari-
ous architectural styles of miner’s 
abodes were observed by a visitor. 
At a hamlet in a little hollow adja-
cent to Waikino the dwellings were 
constructed of calico and old bags. 
Here and there, along the road to 
Waitekauri, tents were seen in vari-
ous stages of tidiness and stability. 

At Battery Flat, Waitekauri, there 
were specimens of the gimcrack 
- grotesque style of architecture. 
Here calico and bags were not so 
much in vogue as old tins, dis-
carded galvanised iron and packing 
cases. A well appointed restaurant 
conducted by a smart little wom-
an named Mrs Grubb was at the 
centre of this interesting group. 
From the outskirts of Waihī it ap-
peared it had rained shanties from 
Heaven, and some residents were 
just as astonishing. 

A lease of five acres for firewood 
cutting at Waihī was granted to a 
married woman, the astounded 
Warden declaring that she was no 
doubt a one of those known as a 
‘new woman!’

1898

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. Which modern artist famously 
painted the Campbell’s Soup cans? 
2. Which New Zealander famously 
marketed the product ‘Natural Glow’ 
by claiming it contained “thousands 
of luminous spheres”? a) Suzanne 
Paul, b) The ‘Briscoes Lady’, or c) Tina 
from Turners?
3. Which singer, also known as Mr 
Worldwide, co-released the song 
Timber in 2013 along with the singer 
Kesha?
4. In which year did New Zealand 
outlaw whaling with the Marine 
Mammals Protection Act? a) 1878, b) 
1928, or c) 1978?
5. What is the only type of bird that 
can fly backwards? a) Finches, b) 
Hummingbirds, or c) Owls?
6. What is a dissectologist? a) A puz-
zle enthusiast, b) someone who per-
forms autopsies, or c) someone who 
studies two religions and how they 
interact?
7. What is the plural of mousepad? a) 
Micepad, or b) Mousepads?
8. The pastel-green-coloured, bub-
blegum-flavoured icecream contain-
ing lollies is known in New Zealand by 
what name?
9. Which of these two locations has a 
township called Oban? a) Rakiura and 
Romania, b) Scotland and Stewart Is-
land, or c) Tokelau and Türkiye?
10. Which crop has been grown for 
the first time in the UK this past sea-
son? a) Pineapples, b) Rice, or c) Tea?

ANSWERS: 1. Andy Warhol; 2. a) 
Suzanne Paul; 3. Pitbull; 4. c) 1978; 5. b) 
Hummingbirds; 6. a) A puzzle enthusiast; 
7. b) Mousepads (or Mouse pads); 8. 
Goodie Goodie Gumdrops; 9. b) Scotland 
and Stewart Island; 10. b) Rice. 
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Have a great
night out
with the
Thames

Harness Racing
Club

Bus Trip to
Harness
Races at
ALEXANDRA
PARK
AUCKLAND
FRIDAY 28
NOVEMBER 2025

Bus Trip to
Harness
Races at
CAMBRIDGE
RACEWAY
WEDNESDAY 5
NOVEMBER
2025

Phone 868-6436 or email office@hdas.co.nz
to reserve your seats on the bus

The Thames Harness Racing
Club will be running a bus to

these meetings:

Departing from
Thames High School

at 3.30pm.

Members travel FREE, Non-members only $15

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Maritime Park to host 
‘friendly-spooky’ nights
It’s no secret the Historical Maritime 

Park and Museum of Paeroa attracts 
boat loads of people to its grounds for the 
Christmas Light Show every December.

But for the first time in its history, the 
Paeroa institution is introducing a new 
‘spooktacular’ event: Halloween Maritime 
Mania. 

The team is made up of chairman Colin 
James, treasurer Gloria James, chief execu-
tive Fleur McDermott and also Belinda Mc-
Dermott and Ellen Cooper on specialised 
lighting to pull everything together.

The park, which was transformed into a 
“playground of the haunted” for the inau-
gural event, kicked off the first of two week-
ends on October 24 to 27 for thrill-seekers, 
families and “lovers of all things eerie”.

The second leg of the event was set to run 
for four more nights from October 30 to 
November 2.

Chief executive and “new kid on the 
block” Fleur told The Profile they wanted 
to create a safe environment for families to 
experience Halloween. “It’s about enjoying 
this park and families, and really bringing 
families together to something that they 
can go and enjoy in the evening and wan-
der around. It’s a non-profit [organisation], 
so events like Christmas and Halloween is 
what keeps the place afloat,” she said. 

“Also it’s just the joy for the kids, and 
seeing their faces and wowing them.”

Fleur and park team member and 
daughter Belinda McDermott were part of 
the creative team who made many of the 
props and scenes such as the spiders and 
tunnels, spooky characters and the science 
laboratory. “We haven’t gone out and spent 
a whole lot of money. You know, we could 
have just gone and bought props [but] we 
make stuff. We haven’t bought costumes. 
It’s just what we basically could find. It’s a 
lot about repurposing stuff,” Fleur said.

One apparatus the park used as its mega 
Christmas tree for the Light Show was 
turned into a giant witches hat, while one 
area was set up with a coffin donated by 
Twentymans Funeral Services, Fleur said. 

“It brings [the] community together, it 
gets people down to the park.”

While Fleur said they got “a real kick” out 
of the kids seeing the event, they planned 
to make it not too spooky, just “friendly-
spooky”. But the overall motivation was 
“definitely” all about families, she said.

“We are excited about this and the effort 
has been huge in getting ready to theme the 
entire park.”
DETAILS: Halloween Maritime Mania from 
7.30pm, October 30 to November 2. Find Mar-
itime Park Paeroa on Facebook for any cancel-
lations. Visit www.iticket.co.nz for more.

Spooky scenes at 
Halloween Maritime 

Mania. 
Photo: DAVIDDA 

HIKATANGATA

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Paintings and pots
The first of the featured artists for 

November at the Thames Art Gal-
lery is Thames artist Marianne Braith-
waite, who will be exhibiting her work 
at the southern end of the gallery. 

Marianne considers herself to be 
mainly self taught, but having an ar-
tistic mother was an advantage and 
initially fostered her love of painting 
from an early age. She also gained 
invaluable experience from attending 
workshops with international artists, 
which led to her winning awards and 
having solo and group exhibitions in 
New Zealand and Australia. 

Marianne loves expressing herself 
with colour, especially watercolour, 
which she says the magic of using 
won her heart a long time ago. She 
says the immediacy of its use re-
ally appeals to her and makes a great 
choice to be able to use whilst either 
sitting in her car in a winter setting or 
sitting under a tree in the summer. 

Marianne says she gains so much 
inspiration from the Coromandel, 
which offers many subjects from 
beaches dripping with Pohutukawa in 
early December to foggy Plains with 
skeletal trees in winter. Artists who 
have provided inspiration for her style 
and whose work she loves are Win-
slow Homer, Rowland Hilder, Edward 
Seago and Edward Wesson.

The northern end of the gallery 
will feature the works of Deborah A 
McNair (DAM), which will showcase 
her quirky science fiction and classic 
comic book inspired pottery. 

Debby has been creating pottery 
for several years but it took some 
time and a few different projects, like 
making a ceramic clock, to find out 
what she really liked to do and what 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

According to Google, these 
are the most popular Hallow-
een costumes for this year. 
Will you take any inspiration 
from this list for the big day 
later this week? Happy Hal-
loween!

KPop Demon Hunters
The global phenomenon KPop Demon Hunters  
film took over the works ever since its release in 
June, and has continued to dominate pop culture 
to this day. The movie has become Netflix’s most 
watched movie ever, being viewed more than 
300 million times and counting. The film’s song 
Golden is also dominating global music charts, 
becoming the longest running female KPop song 
at number one and longest running number one 
song from an animated group. It also made Bill-
board history as the first soundtrack to have four 
songs in the top 10. The soundtrack also reached 
number one in the United States and New Zea-
land. The lead characters of the film, who star 

as the animated girl group Hunter/X- Rumi, Zoey 
and Mira, are the most popular halloween cos-
tume choice this year according to Google. Then 
at number 4 and 5 are Jinu and Baby Saja.
Chicken Jockey
Earlier in the year in April the Chicken Jockey 
phenomenon took over the world. The green 
block chicken that appears for five seconds in 
the Minecraft Movie, is the second most popu-
lar character to be dressed up as this Halloween, 
after the KPop Demon Hunters characters.
Labubu
Labubu, a line of collectible plush toys, has be-
come one of the biggest phenomena of this year, 
and now it shows as many people want to dress 
up as one this Halloween. The “creepy-cute” 
design, with pointy ears and a mischievous grin, 
has been trending this year, with many people 
literally fighting over collecting them through 
blind boxes. Its popularity has been boosted 
from celebrities like Lisa from South Korean girl 
group Blackpink, and exclusive limited-edition 
releases. Labubu’s has become a must-have 
fashion accessory and collectible item. This is a 
great idea for halloween this year!

By ALI KOIA-HAMLING

POP CULTURE

direction to head in. She hand-builds 
her pieces using Ross Benson’s clay. 

Debby loves the bright, bold col-
ours and clear lines that feature in 
her work and her pots are mostly low 
fired to keep the colours sharp and 
true. It takes quite a while to glaze 
pots with a lot of colours, so by the 
end they have developed a character 
of their own and have been given a 
name. She said that she does not in-
tentionally make practical or useful 
pots, although many are.
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 Ta-
raru Rd, Thames, 10am to 4pm daily.

Guest artists Marianne Braithwaite 
and Deborah A McNair.

Flight of fancy
Students at St Joseph’s Catholic School in Paeroa took 
the trip of a lifetime at the end of term three - right to 
the stage at Paeroa Little Theatre. The school produc-
tion, Come Fly With Me, was an original work written 
by principal Emalene Cull and featuring scenes reflect-
ing stories, music, dance and culture from around the 
world. The plot centred around Hauraki Airways flight 
565 on a whirlwind trip around the world - but some-
what hampered by overcharging flight attendants and 
a pilot and co-pilot with a fear of heights. “Our produc-
tion was a great success. Lots of fun was had by all our 
community, especially our children who shone on that 
stage,” Emalene said. 
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Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

TS 218T
24.5hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine,
42” Cutting Width, Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 220TD
26.2hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine, 42”
Cutting Width, Diff Lock Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 216TM
21.5hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine,
42” Cutting Width, Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 218T TS 220TD

Introductory Special on New Model Husqvarna Lawn Tractors
$5,990

RRP $6599

$6,590
RRP $7299

$7,590
RRP $82999

Q CARD
34 MONTHS
INTEREST
FREE*
*T&Cs apply

Available on Husqvarna purchases

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Horse enthusiasts attend the Hauraki Western Riding Club Youth Camp in Omahu Valley.    Photos: SUPPLIED

Growth, grit, good times
Fifteen enthusiastic young riders gathered under 

blue skies at the Omahu Valley Arena in Puriri 
on October 11 and 12 for the Hauraki Western Rid-
ing Club Youth Camp.

Designed with youth development at heart, the 
camp was packed with activities that combined fun, 
learning, challenge, and connection.

Riders took part in riding lessons, roping practice, 
cattle boxing with the mechanical cow, formation 
riding, and horsemanship sessions, all under the 
watchful eyes of skilled instructors and supportive 
volunteers.

A highlight of the weekend was the Great Omahu 
Adventure Race - a high-energy, team-based chal-
lenge that had riders completing challenges, orien-
teering, laughing, thinking on their feet, and work-
ing together, both in and out of the saddle. There 
were also fun relay games, including the wrangling 
of the club hobby horses, bobbing for apples and 
getting a peg out of a plate full of flour with your 
teeth. 

“It’s all about helping our kids grow into confi-
dent, respectful, and capable young people, with 
horses by their side,” club president Laurie Webb 
said.

“It was fantastic to see smiles all round and 
horsemanship skills and confidence in their ability 

improved throughout the weekend. 
“Our club continues to thrive, and that’s thanks to 

each and every one of our members who shares our 
vision and values. 

“A huge thank you goes out to our committee 
members, the Omahu crew and the wonderful help-
ers who made this weekend possible - from teach-
ing, to meal prep to saddle check, and the countless 
hours spent on foot supporting our littlest riders, 
we couldn’t have done it without you.”
DETAILS: The club meets once a month. Email hauraki-
wrc207@gmail.com or visit their Facebook page.

A young rider is all saddled up and ready for the day. 

Riders enjoy a cross-country trek through the stream.

Supporters help the kids with their riding skills. 
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Come & see us for ride on and push mowersCome & see us for ride on and push mowers

SPECIAL

$10,750 Inc GST

Gravely
ZTX42
Demo
18 hrs only
with mulch kit fitted

$9,995Hustler
42”

SPECIAL

$9,250 Inc GST

Landowners worked with Waikato 
Regional Council to undertake vol-

untary environmental action on a to-
tal of 347 projects across the region in 
2024-25.

Waikato and West Coast Catchments 
Manager Grant Blackie said landown-
ers collectively completed more than 
150 kilometres of fencing, planted 
nearly 570,000 plants and retired 
nearly 1140 hectares of land in the last 
financial year.

In the Coromandel area, this in-
cludes nearly 16km of fencing, 12km of 
streambank protected, 81,866 native 
plants and 108ha of land retired.

“A huge amount of work hitting the 
ground: 347 landowner projects, which 
is a lot of projects and a lot of relation-
ships,” Mr Blackie said. 

The work included projects with 
co-funding by central government’s 
National Infrastructure Funding and 
Financing (NIFF) programme, the 
Ministry for Primary Industries’ Te 
Uru Rākau Hill Country Erosion Pro-
gramme (MPI) and Waikato River Au-
thority (WRA).

Waikato Regional Council under-
takes river and catchment planning 
and management activities within 
zones based on catchment boundaries.

Catchment programmes deliver res-
toration works with landowners, in-
cluding soil erosion control and pre-
vention, river management work, ri-
parian protection through fencing and 

planting, lake and wetland protection 
and enhancement and bush fragment 
protection.

This voluntary work is funded in dif-
ferent ways throughout the region, with 
landowners assisted by funding coming 
from rates or by council applying for 
funding for various work programmes 
from other organisations.

In 2024-25, river management teams 
completed the final year of a two-year 
project initiated in response to the 
2023 North Island weather events, with 
funding of $350,616 from the NIFF go-
ing towards landowners’ share of work.

The work, completed in the Coroman-
del, Lower Waikato, Waipā and West 
Coast zones, included the construc-
tion of 282 erosion control structures 
and the removal of numerous channel 
blockages, such as trees and rock/grav-
el debris, with the total expenditure for 
the physical works being $845,581.

Another year of the long-term hill 
country erosion programme was com-
pleted, which saw 838ha of steep land 
in high-risk catchments retired through 
more than 70km of fencing. 

Across the West Coast, Waipā, Low-
er and Central Waikato, Coromandel 
and Waihou-Piako zones, a total of 
157 landowners took part in the pro-
gramme, with funding support from 
the council and MPI. 

The WRA also contributed fund-
ing for works within the Waikato and 
Waipā River catchments.

Landowners retire 1140ha, 
plant nearly 570,000 trees
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
33 Adams Street 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20763

A Family Favourite
This well-presented home combines classic charm with
modern updates. It features three double bedrooms,
two modern bathrooms, and polished native flooring
through part of the interior. The recently updated
kitchen is both stylish and practical.

Asking Price $735,000
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
79 Kenny Street 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20773

Spacious Living, Warm & Welcoming
Relocated to the site and nicely renovated throughout,
this home combines space with classic comfort, all set
on a generous 933 sqm (approx.) section. Feel the
warmth of the open-plan lounge with a cosy fireplace.
A great choice as a first home or investment.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Mon 17 Nov (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
42E Mataura Road 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20778

Low-Maintenance Living, Rural Outlook
Tucked away down a private right of way, this well-
maintained three-bedroom, two-bathroom home offers
comfortable, easy-care living in a peaceful setting, set
on a 765sqm (approx.) section.

Price by Negotiation
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
17 Wilson Street 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20802

Ready for Summer
Set on a 1156sqm (approx.) fenced section, this
renovated three-bedroom, two-bathroom home offers
modern living with open-plan spaces and a covered
outdoor area. Enjoy a heated pool, studio cabin, garage
and a convenient location close to town and schools.

Enquiries Over $845,000
Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
25 Evans Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20820

A Smart Easy Choice
Step inside and be impressed, this stylish home has
been renovated to feel like new with double
glazing and a central heat pump, warm,
comfortable living you will love. Three generous
bedrooms, the main bedroom has a double
wardrobe. Spacious living and dining with a heat-
pump, and an entertainer's kitchen with brand new
appliances. A dedicated laundry space and two
separate toilets. Easy care grounds and a single
carport.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Tues 11 Nov
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz
022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
6 Buller Street

eves.co.nz/ewa20742

Auction Take Action, Move Now
Escape the noise and embrace a life of space,
peace, and possibility with this 3084 sqm (approx.)
lifestyle section located on the outskirts of Waihi
town. Services include Power, water, fibre, and
sewerage. No covenants means freedom and
flexibility. Plenty of potential. Call Dynasty for more
information, property documents, or to book a
viewing today.

Auction Fri 31 Oct, from 11am
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz
022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Gardening for November
SPRING AT AEROVIEWSPRING AT AEROVIEW

382 Ngati Maru Highway
Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week
8.30am to 5.00pm

GIFTS
GIFT SHOP FULL OF NEW ARRIVALS

LARGEST SELECTION OF VEGE PLANTS
ON THE PENINSULA.

KUMARA PLANTS IN STOCK NOW.

317 Pollen St,Thames
Stihlshop.co.nz 07 868 8730

Walker RX ZeroTurn Ride On Side Discharge Mower

• Finger tip steering precision
steering & handling

• Tilt opening bodes for easy
maintenance

• Cruise control function of the
forward speed

• Available in 42”, 48” & 54”
deck cuttingwidth

• Comercial duty- full welded
tilt-up deck

RRP$18,995
FROM

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

2

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Plant above
ground crops

6

Full Moon

7

Non planting
Day

8

Non planting
Day

9

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

10

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

11

Non planting
Day

12

Non planting
Day

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Non planting
Day

16

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

17

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

18

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

19

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

20

NewMoon

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Non planting
Day

24

Plant above
ground crops

25

Plant above
ground crops

26

Non planting
Day

27

Non planting
Day

28

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

29

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

30

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

November 2025Noooveeemmmmmbbbbeeerrr 2220000222555
Moon Planting CalendarMMMoooooonnn PPPlllaaannnttt iiinnnggg CCCaaallleeennndddaaarrr

CCCalllendddar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

GardeningGardening

After the October rainfall the gardens 
are a riot of colour with new seasons 

growth on fruit trees, ornamental trees, 
summer flowering shrubs, bulbs, roses and 
dahlia. 

With rapid spring growth under way it 
is important to maintain plant health in all 
sections of the garden. Cultivate vegetables 
regularly and irrigate if required. Successive 
sowings of summer vegetables will extend 
summer harvests.

Planning ahead is important to ensure 
you get the most out of your spring gar-
den. When deciding what to plant in your 
garden consider what you like to eat, how 
much room you have and creating colour in 
your backyard. Feeding is essential for suc-
cessful crops.

Popular Christmas crops – Microgreens 
can be grown on a sunny windowsill, Rad-
ish seeds are quick to grow, Lettuces, lots 
of varieties. 

Buy the mixed punnets to give you a 
good variety. Peas, Beetroot, Zucchini, Car-
rots, Potatoes and Cucumber. Importantly 
grow what you will eat. If you don’t have 
much space, remember you can grow veg-
etables in pots and containers.

Get the kids in the garden to help. If they 
get involved in the planting and harvest, 
they are perhaps more likely to want to 
eat them. Try a tripod in a pot for growing 
some peas or sugar snaps. Then it becomes 
their project. Plant seeds 2cm deep and 
10cm apart under the tripod.

Water to keep the soil moist but not too 
wet. Feed with liquid feed once they are 
5-10 cm high. Cover the soil with mulch or 
pea straw. Happy gardening kids.

Start tomatoes, peppers and eggplants as 
the soil warms. Seedlings you have grown 
indoors need to be “hardened off” before 
they are planted in the garden. Gradually 
acclimatise seedlings before planting by 
moving them outside in their containers 
during the day.

Fill your piece of paradise with colourful 
floral displays to bring joy on a daily basis 
for both you and the BEES. 

Examples are Borage, Echinacea, Sage, 
Marigold, Chamomile, Purple Tansy and 
Nasturtium.

It is an exciting time in the garden with 
the blossoms bursting into life on the fruit 
trees followed by the transformation into 
tiny fruit. Don’t be alarmed by some early 
fruit drop, it is normal with young trees 
experiencing vigorous growth. 

A side dressing of sulphate of potash can 
stimulate hardier growth and improve fruit-
ing habits. Nature is such a wonderful thing 
and brings a lot of pleasure to people’s 
lives.

Once the citrus harvest is finished prune 
your trees to open the structure and allow 
more light into the centre and fertilise.

Watering times in the garden are impor-
tant to gain the most benefit from your 
precious water. Early morning is best so 
the warmth of the day will prevent fungal 
growth on the soil.

Weed and Feed your lawn now to 
achieve a prickle free lawn that will with-
stand the summer heat. Don’t mow too 
low and try not to mow when the ground 
is wet. 

Enjoy your garden.
- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle

Maintain plant health 
during rapid spring growth

Get the kids in the garden to help - if they get involved, they are more likely to eat them.    PIXABAY



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installati on for 
Domesti c & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz

flooring
OWENS FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

electrical services

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
Call now for a free quote 021 539 779

• Stump removal
 experts for tree
 stumps of all sizes
• Coromandel, Franklin  
 and Waikato
• Experienced and fully  
 insured
• Owner operated, local  
 business

www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

arborist

electrician

civil construction

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

FREE
underlay &
installation* carpet

on selected

carpet

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Meares Earthworks Limited is a family 
owned and operated business based 

in Waihī.
Owner-operator Eddie Meares said he 

was committed to providing a top qual-
ity, stress free, time efficient service in all 
aspects of the business.

Eddie is adaptable to unexpected plan 
changes, works well in high intensity en-
vironments and prides himself on the fi-
nal touches of a completed job, leaving it 
in a clean tidy state.

With proven experience and dedication 
to all jobs, no matter how big or small, 
Eddie said they were confident they 
could take care of any earthwork “night-

meares”.
Meares Earthworks offer their services 

in Waihī, Waihī Beach, Paeroa, Katikati, 
and areas in the Waikato, Bay of Plenty, 
Hauraki and Coromandel.

“We specialize in house pad founda-
tions, driveways, retaining walls, rock 
walls, trenching, mulching, bobcat, cart-
age, general landscaping and site clear-
ance, demolition, tiny house placement, 
water tanks and more.”

Call Eddie and his team today for a no 
obligation quote or visit.
DETAILS: Call 027 269 7144 or 07 863 
8208, or Email mearesearthworks@
gmail.com.

Meares: taking care of earthworks



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Baker Joinery Ltd

joinery

glass & glazing

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

Sue Gates
Ph 021 267 8449 • thamesglass@xtra.co.nz

Security & Insect Screens 
Windscreen Repair & Replacement 

Shower Doors, Hinged & Sliding 
Painted Splash Backs 

Balustrades & Pool Fencing 
Glass   Mirror   Glazing 
House Window Tinting

glazing

Lately, one of my kids has 
gotten real sassy.

We’re talking rude, short-
tempered, and just down-
right mean to the people 
around her. I’m not sure if 

she’s picking it up from school or if she’s just 
testing boundaries, but what I do know is — 
that’s not how we roll in our family.

So I sat her down.
I told her what I was noticing.
We even acted out a few of the moments 

— her tone, her comments — so she could 
see it from the outside.

It was judgmental.
It was mean.
Then I asked her a question: “Who do you 

want to be?” She paused. Then said, “Kind.”
So we made a deal.
Whenever she starts getting sassy again, 

I won’t growl first. I’ll ask her the question. 
It gives her a chance to pause, reflect, and 
choose a different way.

But here’s what I didn’t expect…

We shared the idea with the rest of the 
family, and suddenly they started using the 
question too.

I walk through the door, tired and grumpy 
from a long day, short with my words.

And I hear it: “Dad… who do you want to 
be?”

Fair call.
They don’t deserve to be dumped on.
And neither does my wife.
So now it’s not just a question for my 

daughter — it’s for all of us. A mirror we hold 
up, not to shame each other, but to invite 
each other into better.

So here’s my challenge to you:
When you’re not proud of how you’re 

showing up…
When you’re frustrated, tired, annoyed…
Or even when you’re about to speak into 

someone else’s life…
Ask yourself — Who do you want to be?

Who do you want to be?
By MICHAEL WILKES
OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Thrive Trust, 
supporting mentoring and resilience programs across 
Thames and Paeroa. To support his local youth work 
or follow stories and insights, find him on social me-
dia @michaelwilkes.kiwi. Enjoy these articles? Grab 
his book The Unschooled Life at michaelwilkes.kiwi. 

SPORTS REPORTS
The Hudson family-sponsored 
fours was played in windy 
but dry conditions on Octo-
ber 19 at Kerepehi Bowling 
Club. Prize winners were: 1st 
4 wins, 46 points, 27 ends, 
(Waihi Beach) Gavin Hobbs, 
Ross Cowan, Garry Hewitt, 
Mark Armstrong; 2nd 4 wins, 
41 points, 27 ends, (Kerepehi) 
Shaun Harrison, Rodney, Dar-
ci, Daniel Harrison; 3rd 4 wins, 
6 points, 20 ends, (Kerepehi) 
Arthur Thorburn, Richard 
Crosland, Don Cooper, Robin 
Povey. Coming up Sunday 
November 16: Murray Fisher 
Memorial Invitation Opt 4s (1 
non bowler); Sunday
December 7: Xmas Hams (Pak 
n Save/ Linn Motors) Opt 4s. 
Good bowling, - Terry King.

BOWLS

Email your sports news, reports and 
photos to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz



CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Storage

Storage

Piano Tuner

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Church Notices

Death Notices

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Handyman

Situations Vacant

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Land Wanted

Vehicles Wanted

Builders

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

Painters Painters

Cleaning

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA

“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033

Safe n Sound Storage

www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames

Clean, secure, dry

Units available

7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m

Phone 07 868 9944
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Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

Acknowldgement

Waihi Living Waters
Christ Centered 

Meetings
Sunday 4pm

15 Smith St, Waihi

Public Notice

Situation Vacant

Public Notice

 Rural Land Painters
 Experienced painters 

in all farm buildings 

and older homes 

Hauraki/Piako wide.

 Ph Greg 027 2142442 

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned now
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

HOUSECLEANNG 
All housework, ovens, 

laundry, ironing. 
Ph Lola 027 435 8048

Paeroa Farm Services Limited specialize 
in providing services to milking plant 

systems, water pumping systems, water 
filtration systems, wastewater systems, water 

reticulation systems, swimming pools and spas.

We are seeking immediate interest for a 
permanent full time Fitter – Milking Machine & 

Water Pump to join our team.

This role includes:
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs  
   of milking machine systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs   
  of water pumps and filtration systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs 
  of effluent and irrigation systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs 
  of swimming pool and spa pool systems
• Light fabrication and welding including 
  stainless steel welding
• Plant & Equipment set up and maintenance 
  as required

Key Skills and Attributes Include:
• Physically Fit
• Good hand eye coordination
• Able to distinguish between different coloured 
  electrical wires when required
• Mechanical Aptitude and practical mindset 
• Excellent communication with fluent English
• High standard of workmanship
• Work well both independently and as part of 
  a team
• Great sense of humour
 If you are looking for a change and want to be 

part of a great team then apply today
A full job description is available upon request

Please apply with your CV and include a 
cover letter to the following email address:

gordy@paeroafs.co.nz

We’re Hiring – 
Primary Industry Tutor

We are looking for a motivated Agriculture/
Horticulture Tutor to join our team and 

support learners in developing practical, 
industry-ready skills.

Details:
Monday to Friday | 8:00am – 4:00pm
About You:
• Experience in the New Zealand Dairy  
 Industry
• Strong communication and teamwork  
 skills
• Passionate about supporting learner  
 growth
We Offer:
• Supportive, professional team   
 environment
• Opportunities for skill development and  
 career growth
• The chance to make a meaningful impact  
 on learners’ futures

To apply, send your CV to: 
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

We are looking for 
2 mechanics 

to join our team.
A qualified car mechanic 
must have a WoF ticket

&
a motorbike mechanic. 

Some experience would 
be an advantage 

but training will be given 
to the right applicant.

If you are reliable and a 
team player 

send your CV to 
miles@hpmotors.co.nz 

or ph 027 227 1121 
for a chat.

JORDAN, Adrienne:
The family of the late 
Adrienne Jordan sincerely 
wishes to thank friends, 
family, the hospital staff, 
and the wonderful Ngatea 
community for all their love, 
kindness and support during 
this tragic time.

Cars, vans, utes, 
trucks, in any condition 
dead or alive.
Call 0800 333 398 or 
text 021 344 449

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
November 2, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speakers: Kay and 
Davina

Monday 10th November 6pm
Rhodes Park Clubrooms

All current members welcome
Annual Reports

Election of 
Officers & Committee

General Business
New members needed

Enquiries to
Secretary.thamesrugby

@gmail.com

2025 AGM

Proposed Temporary 
Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974, 
notice is hereby given that for the purpose 
of the Ngātea Santa Parade event organised 
by Connecting the Plains Committee, it 
is intended to close the following road to 
ordinary vehicular traffic for the period 
indicated hereunder. During the proposed 
period of closure provision will be made 
for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative 
routes.
Period of closure: Thursday 11 December 
2025, 5:45pm to 6:45pm.
Road to be closed: SH2 (Orchard East Rd) 
from Kaihere Rd to Darlington St, Ngātea.
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to 
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or info@
hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 12 November 2025.
D A Speirs
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Wanted to Lease/Rent 
land while I look for 
another farm to buy
anything considered
Please call or text 
Richard 0279332015

UNDERWOOD, 
Beth Naomi:
Peacefully at Whitianga 
Continuing Care on 23rd 
October, 2025. Beloved wife 
of the late David.  Cherished 
Mum and mother-in-law 
of Paul, Meg and Steve.  
Adored Nana of McKenzie 
and Bailey.  
In honour of Beth’s wishes, a 
private cremation has been 
held.

‘Finally reunited 
with Dad’.
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Atlas, 4 Fleeting, 9 Urgent, 14 Arena, 15 Fly in the ointment, 17 Ledge, 18 Pet, 19 Arrears, 20
Wearisome, 21 Depots, 24 Clientele, 25 Dodged, 26 Soothe, 29 Vegetables, 31 Ire, 32 Filled, 33 Arid, 35
All, 37 Also, 39 Inspected, 40 Cormorant, 41 Shore, 42 Distinct, 47 Weakness, 51 Event, 55 Clamorous, 56
Sunbonnet, 58 Gnaw, 59 Sue, 60 Sour, 61 Deluge, 62 Tea, 63 Antarctica, 66 Plates, 67 Treble, 69 Cultivate,
72 Farmer, 73 Preparing, 75 Virtues, 77 Nil, 80 Inept, 81 Twentieth century, 82 Onion, 83 Glared, 84
Tidiness, 85 Pride.

DOWN: 2 Tolerance, 3 Aside, 5 Lies, 6 Evil eye, 7 Intermediate, 8 Guess, 9 Untamed, 10 Gale, 11 Nodded,
12 Seeps, 13 Captive, 14 Aerosol, 16 Termination, 22 Ankles, 23 Replace, 24 Cheroot, 25 Dreads, 27
Terrace, 28 Degree, 30 Seek, 32 Floor, 34 Dates, 36 Hock, 38 Lei, 42 Ducks, 43 Spatula, 44 Idol, 45
Chosen, 46 Verse, 48 Alternative, 49 Nightie, 50 Sea, 51 Estuary, 52 Tsetse, 53 Incarcerated, 54 Coma, 57
Nitwit, 64 Conferred, 65 Refrain, 66 Phantom, 68 Berated, 70 Lantern, 71 Reveal, 72 Fluid, 74 Pleat, 76
Tutor, 78 Star, 79 Thus.

244

ACROSS
1 Uncertainty (5)
4 Away very promptly
(5,3,3,4)
14 Army colour (5)
15 Swagger (5)
16 Mediator (10)
17 Pixie-like (5)
19 Sandbank (3)
20 Dressmaker’s guide
(7)
21 At the same time,
concurrently (9)
22 Flattens (6)
25 Fall retarder (9)
27 Of iron (6)
28 Taste (6)
33 Lullaby (6,4)
35 Facial twitch (3)
36 Muscle-bone
attachment (6)
37 Small mark (4)
39 Duo (3)
41 Souvenir (7)
42 Coiffeur (6)
43 Constancy,
sureness (9)
44 Ancient building
remains (5)
45 Prickly plants (8)
50 Next to (2)
51 Set going (8)
55 Trunk (5)
58 VIP (9)
59 Foil (6)
60 In a loving mood (7)
61 Fitting (3)
63 Chimney deposit
(4)
64 Tomfoolery (6)

65 Sheltered side (3)
66 Melodramatic (10)
68 Archives (6)
69 Prodded sharply (6)
71 Helper (9)
76 Portly (6)
77 Paused (9)
79 Study of animals (7)
81 Self-image (3)
84 Privileged class (5)
85 Statement of
meaning (10)
86 Synthetic fibre (5)
87 Clean by scrubbing
(5)
88 Adopt the customs
and manners of the
locals (2,2,3,6,2)
89 Is nosey (5)

DOWN
2 Bandit (6)
3 Unsharpened (5)
5 Second-hand (4)
6 Most handy (7)
7 In soon (anag)(6)
8 Go get (5)
9 Jumping athlete (7)
10 Timid (4)
11 Automatic
instinctive reaction (6)
12 Hooks (5)
13 Undress (7)
14 Patella (7)
18 Decorative (10)
23 Pulse rhythmically
(5)
24 Female big cat (7)
26 Location (7)

27 Manufacturing plant
(7)
29 Red seasoning (7)
30 Back part of gun
barrel (6)
31 Fixed gaze (5)
32 Inlaid pattern (6)
34 Equipment (4)
36 Subject (5)
38 Herb (5)
40 Short skirt (4)
45 Sea movements (5)
46 Own ring (anag)(7)
47 Slender (4)
48 Girl’s name (6)
49 Regions (5)
50 Preserved (7)
52 Enticement (10)
53 Rendition (7)
54 Tropical parrot (6)
55 True to form (7)
56 Woollen cloth (5)
57 Obnoxious child (4)
62 Worth (5)
67 Small bet (7)
68 Mollify (7)
70 Diameter (7)
72 Add sugar (7)
73 Spectrum colour (6)
74 Big wine bottle (6)
75 Snub (6)
76 Automaton (5)
78 Deduce from
reasoning (5)
80 Tier (5)
82 Fewer (4)
83 Contain (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 9MylindasRoad

1,861sqm 4 2 2
AskingPrice $985,000
View 1.30-2pmSun2Nov
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Modern family livingbythecoast
This solidbrickand lineahomeon 1,861sqm(moreor less)blendscomfortwithmodernpracticality.Featuring four
bedroomsandtwobathrooms, it’swell-suited to family livingorwelcomingguests,with themainsuiteenjoying its
ownbathroom.Theopen-plan lounge,dining, andkitchen flowseamlessly,withstonebenchtops,qualityappliances,
andawalk-inpantry.Largewindows invitenatural light,whilea ranchslideropens toa60sqmdeckwithcovered
entertaining.Modernconstruction includesdoubleglazing, insulation, andaheatpump.Thesection is flatand
easycare,with roomforsheds,parking, and futurepersonalisation.

bayleys.co.nz/2630137

Miranda 766ABackMirandaRoad

3.145ha 4 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.30amSun2Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coastalgrandeurwithunrivalledviews
Seton3.15ha(moreor less) in theHauraki countryside, thiselevated339sqmhomeoffers sweepingviewsof theFirth
ofThamesandCoromandelRanges.Built in2017byAaronCostello, it features timelessdesign,highceilings, and floor-
to-ceilingglazing forabundant light.Thesleekkitchenwith island,doubleoven,andscullery flows intoopen-plan
livingandasheltereddeck.Themaster suiteboasts seaviews,deckaccess,walk-inwardrobe,andtiledensuitewith
underfloorheating.Threemorebedrooms,a familybathroom,powder room,anddoublegaragecomplete thehome.
Fencedwithborewaterand low-maintenance landscaping, itoffers refinedcoastal lifestyle living.

bayleys.co.nz/2630145
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaihere 148MangawaraRoad

249.3378ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed22Oct& 1-2pmWed29Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Grazingorsupportblock,completewithduckhut
This functionaldrystockblock inhill countryonthewesternHaurakiPlains iswell suited for sheepandbeefor large-
scalegrazing.Seton249.3hectares (moreor less)ofmediumhill contourandpocketsofbush, it iswell fenced into70
paddockswithawoolshed, support shedding,metaled racesand loading facilities.Addingdiversity, 23hectares
(moreor less)areplanted insix-year-old radiatapineontheir secondrotation.Amodernised three-bedroomplus
officehomeoffersopenplankitchenanddining, separate livingandoffice,making it ideal for familyor staff.Aduck
shootinghutwithaccess to fivepondsaddsseasonal recreation.Close toNgateaandTahuna.

bayleys.co.nz/2630148

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Tairua 3AldermenLane

2,110sqm 3 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Nov2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
HeatherSturgeon02041848964
heather.sturgeon@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SandieFaiers0276227717
sandie.faiers@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Lifestyleat thebeach-mustbesold!
Thisproperty isgoing toauction, andwith thevendors facingachangeofcircumstance, theyare readytomoveon.
Thisnear-newhome in theprivateAldermenLanesubdivision is tobesoldunder thehammer,unless soldprior!

Settledamong landscapedgreenery, thehome'scontemporarydesign isascaptivatingas its surroundings.Three
bedroomsandtwobathrooms includeamaster suitewithwalk-inwardrobeandensuitewithunderfloorheating.The
extra-deepdoublegarageoffers roomforcars,boats,orevenahomeofficeorplayroom,whileadditional flaton-site
parkingmakes family livingeasy.

bayleys.co.nz/2241243
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Holden Trax
Auto Turbo, Low 55Kms, One Owner

BE QUICK

$15,990

1996 Mitsubishi GTO
3.0L V6 Auto 4WD,

Classic Car & Investment

ARRIVING

2017 Holden Colorado LT
2.8 Ltr Diesel, 2WD, Manual,

Low 116 Kms, BEST AVAILABLE

$24,990

2017 Holden Equinox
1.5 Ltr Turbo, Alloys, Auto, NZ New,

IMMAC CONDITION

$15,990

2010 BMW 135i
3.5 Ltr Auto Turbo,

Top Performance Coupe

$12,990

2017 Holden Commodore SV6
Auto, Fully Optioned on 20’s

$15,990

2015 Fiat Punto
1.4 Ltr Auto, Low 56Kms,

One Owner, NZ New

NOW
$7,990

2015 Ford Territory
AWD, Auto Diesel, 7 Seat, T-Bar

$12,990

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

OPEN DAYS
Friday 7th and
Saturday 8th

November from
10am to 2pm.

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz


