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Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
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comes 
from a 
village called Pouka. She ex-
plained that the country up-
holds the Wantok system - a 
cultural value that acts as a 

social glue, fostering altruism 
and community.

“You see, in our culture, we 
have to give back to our com-
munity and our people, like 
my parents. It’s just a specific 

way of helping. We call it the 
Wantok [one talk] system,” she 
said. 

“Your community helps you, 
your family helps you, then 
when they are in need, you 

help them back.”
From their home in New 

Zealand, Hellen and Gary have 
sponsored the education of 
three young people in Papua

When the Paeroa Croquet 
Club had its first day of 

play for the season, Hellen 
McHardy went dressed head 
to toe not in her sports gear, 
but in traditional Papua New 
Guinea attire.

The opening happened to 
fall on the same day as her 
homeland’s 50th Independ-
ence Day, and while she still 
played a round of croquet, she 
also shared her culture with 
her clubmates.

“I had to wear my traditional 
clothes to go down to the club 
and play,” she told The Profile. 

“Everybody said ‘wow’. They 
kept clapping their hands 
and they said, ‘we’re going to 
recognise you, so come and 
explain’, so I explained it to 
them.”

Papua New Guinea’s Inde-
pendence Day is celebrated 
annually on September 
16 to mark its independ-
ence from Australia in 
1975.

Hellen has lived in 
Paeroa with her hus-
band Gary since 2003. 

Together, they own 
100% McHardys along 
the main street, and she 
hopes one day to bring 
the Independence Day cel-
ebrations to the town.

“One day, this might be just 
a dream, but one day I would 
like to bring the culture - just 
for September 16 - so people 
in Paeroa can see.”

Originally from Ialibu, a 
small township in the South-
ern Highlands Province of 
Papua New Guinea, Hellen CONTINUED ON P2

Honouring Honouring 
PNG PNG 
heritageheritage

Hellen McHardy 
celebrates Papua 
New Guinea’s Inde-
pendence Day. 

LEFT: Hellen on her 
wedding day in 1998.

 Photos: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

A unique
collection of
kitchen and
homeware
carefully
selected each
season for
those who love
to gift, cook
and create.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 

full name & postal address, and the business 
name and page number of the ad by the fol-
lowing Monday to go in the draw to win a Lotto 
ticket. Last issue it was in the TVRFU ad.

FIND US 
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www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone
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New Guinea, supporting them  through uni-
versity and into employment.

They also continue to send help back to 
the village, particularly in times of need, 
such as when someone dies.

“It’s a big, connected culture,” Hellen 
said.

That’s why it was important for her to 
mark the country’s 50th Independence Day 
and why, on September 16, she proudly 
donned the colours of Papua New Guinea - 
complete with a headpiece Gary had worn 

on their wedding day back in 1998.
“Papua New Guinea’s got 800 different 

languages, and every language comes with 
different cultural attires,” she said. 

“For example, Paeroa would have its own 
language, and the same with Waihī, so it’s 
very hard to communicate with each other.

“I really miss just being up there in Papua 
New Guinea,” she said, “and for Papua New 
Guinea Independence Day, they not only 
celebrate it...

“It’s more the people 
come to life.”

CONTINUED FROM P1

Hellen honours PNG independence
Hellen McHardy wore her traditional attire to croquet, impressing her club mates.             Photos: SUPPLIED

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council election candidate Danny 
Topia has died. Topia was running 
for a seat on the Coromandel-Col-
ville Community Board as part of 
the local body elections and was 
due to speak at a Meet the Candi-
dates event in Coromandel Town 
on the night he died. 

According to his candidate pro-
file, Topia was a property owner 
in Little Bay for 45 years and a 
permanent resident for 12.

For eight years he was the 
chairman of the Little Bay Rate-
payers Association, and had pre-
vious management roles with Air 
New Zealand and KiwiRail.

Topia planned to utilise his past 
experiences to ensure that when 
a ratepayer or community mem-
ber raised concerns, their points 
would be “voiced and presented 
to the required levels of TCDC ad-
ministration”. “I feel comfortable 
that I have an understanding of 
the challenges that communities 
within the Coromandel [and] Co-
romandel Rural North face.” 

Council extended its “heartfelt 
condolences” to Topia’s whānau, 
friends, and supporters. Voting 
for the local body elections re-
mains open until midday Satur-
day, October 11. Any votes already 
cast for Topia will not be counted.

Election 
candidate dies
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y

Authorised by Peter Revell, Kauaeranga Valley. revellp@gmail.com

Control rates
Empower communities
Prioritise core services
Smarter financial control
Protect environment

Find out more at
coromandelmayor.co.nz 
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021 912 993
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Free delivery
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rently tracking about the same 
as in previous years” but hoped 
to see a bigger turnout this elec-
tion.

“There’s still time to vote so 
if you haven’t yet, please make 
sure you do,” he said. 

“This is not just about Haura-
ki - it is important across all ar-
eas. Your vote really does make 
a difference and your voice mat-
ters.”

In 2022, Thames-Coroman-
del had a slightly more positive 
result compared to its Hauraki 
neighbours, with an overall of 
51.4 per cent of its eligible vot-
ers participating.
DETAILS: Voting for this year’s 
local government elections: Sep-
tember 9 until noon October 11. 
Progress results are published 
October 11; preliminary results,  
October 13 and official results on  
October 17. More info or to enrol, 
visit: vote.nz. 

Sluggish start to local election voting
With less than two weeks 

left until the local body 
elections, just 15 per cent of 
Thames-Coromandel voters 
have returned their ballots to 
the box.

It’s a similar story over in the 
Hauraki, with no more than 22 
per cent of residents in each of 
the district’s three wards cast-
ing their votes.

It’s a slow start, but Thames 
Valley’s incumbent mayors are 
hopeful for a late surge as elec-
tion day draws near. 

As of Monday, September 
29, voter turnout in Thames-
Coromandel had reached just 
over 15 per cent, with roughly 
16 per cent of votes from the 
Thames ward; 13 per cent from 
Whangamatā and Mercury Bay; 
16 per cent from Coromandel-
Colville; and 20 per cent from 
Tairua-Pāuanui.

The district’s Mayor, Len Salt, 
who is seeking re-election, said 
the level of returns so far was 
low and “concerning”. 

“Not just to me, but to all the 
candidates and people involved 
in the election process,” he said. 

He encouraged voters to re-
search the candidates, and find 
out if their policies and values 
aligned “not only with you, but 
with what is achievable, and 
what is best for our whole dis-

trict”. 
He also said it was “crucial” to 

engage in the election process 
through the proper channels. 
“People will often react to im-
portant issues online, and this 
can be seen in higher levels of 
social media activity. 

“Council often seeks public in-
put, but social media comments 
aren’t counted as official sub-
missions or votes,” he said.

“So I encourage voters to en-

gage with the candidates, look 
at past council meetings, read 
meeting notes and take a look at 
the long term and annual plans. 
See which candidates and val-
ues align with what you wish to 
see for the future of the district, 
and most importantly, vote.”

Meanwhile, in the Hauraki 
district, roughly 18 per cent of 
voters had returned their ballots 
from within the Plains ward; 21 
per cent from Paeroa; and 17 per 

cent from Waihī.
At the 2022 local body elec-

tions, Hauraki had less than 
half of its eligible voters across 
the three wards return votes, an 
average of 40.6 per cent overall.

The Plains ward had a 41.13 
per cent return; Paeroa had 
41.34 per cent, and Waihī just 
39.48 per cent.

Incumbent Mayor Toby Ad-
ams, also seeking another term, 
said voting levels were “cur-

It’s a slow start, but incumbent mayors are hopeful for a late surge at the ballot box.        File Photo: ELECTORAL COMMISION

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air “[Voting] is impor-

tant across all ar-
eas. Your vote really 
does make a differ-
ence and your voice 

matters.”
- Toby Adams
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
18 Silverton Road 4 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19911

Charming, Renovated Cottage
This stunning four-bedroom, one-bathroom character
home has been renovated and features a separate
family lounge. The light-filled open-plan kitchen has a
breakfast bar. Detached single garage/workshop on a
fully fenced section. Easy, convenient location to town.

Enquiries Over $745,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
116 Princes Street, Waikino 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa18450

Admire the Views
Vendors want this property sold. So move now! This
stunning home offers privacy, comfort, and plenty of
space. Set on 8,705 sqm (approx.) of land, it features
established grounds, fruit trees, paddocks, and room to
add a shed with council approval.

Asking Price $885,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
68 Roberts Street

eves.co.nz/ewa19936

Make an Offer on Sunny Section
A sunny, private section positioned down a ROW. A
580sqm (approx.) flat site with established trees
bordering the side. Essential services to the site include
power and water. Options to explore, bring your plans,
and create a home or investment. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $285,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Waihi
10 Richmal Street

eves.co.nz/ewa18421

Take Action on Sunny Section
Private position on the outskirts of town, find this 1722
sqm (approx.) fenced section with a gated entrance and
an established orchard, no covenants means flexibility
to decide what to build. This is a lovely spot to secure.
Bring your vision. Call Dynasty now to view.

Asking Price $415,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
2 Islington Terrace 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20676

Quite the Opportunity
Bursting with potential, this versatile 180sqm
(approx.) home offers space for extended family or
guests. The main home features two bedrooms
plus office, two bathrooms (incl. ensuite), a
modern kitchen, an oversized conservatory
flowing to the pool and a converted garage. Set on
2144sqm (approx.), the property includes fruit
trees, sheds and rural views – a true lifestyle
setting.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Thurs 30 Oct
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
5B Thomas Place 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20626

Elevated Living, Big on Space
Family home offering functionality and space for
everyone to share. Set on a fully fenced 919 sqm
(approx.) section, it is perfect for kids or pets to run
and play with plenty of space. The living room is
warm with a cosy fireplace, perfect for family
movie nights or evenings spent in. A basement,
double garage, and workshop, plus a rumpus
room.

Asking Price $685,000

View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz
022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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RRP $3799

RRP $5899

RRP $4499

RRP $8299

NOW
$1519
NOW
$2359

NOW
$1799
NOW
$3319

Price Includes M5 adjustable base and S2 pillow top mattress

18 months interest free payment plan available via Q-card, Finance Now, Purple Card and GEM Visa (Terms & Conditions Apply)

Long Single

Queen

King Single

Super King

FREE delivery in Thames, Coromandel,
Whitianga and Hauraki Plains

FREE set up
of bed

I’ll have it all up on a big screen and I’ll 
be able to hear it and communicate to 
[elected members], but I just won’t be 
there in public to slap them on the back 
of the head.”

Having owned properties in Auck-
land and Queenstown, Subritzky says 
Thames is now his home and where he 
envisions himself long-term.

But his motivation to run for local 
politics began three decades ago in Aus-
tralia.

“I met the mayor of the North Sydney, 
Manly, area, and at the time he had an 
issue about trees, and I said: ‘Why don’t 
you simply adopt a one-for-five-for-five 

‘Straight-shooter’ plans shake up

The interview with Thames-Coro-
mandel mayoral contender James 

Subritzky opens with a discussion on 
mining.

The first-time candidate asks if The 
Profile has been following the posts he’s 
been putting up on Facebook. The an-
swer is yes.

“Well, I must have struck a raw nerve 
or two, that’s for sure,” Subrtizky says. 

He’s alluding to a post he shared on 
a local Coromandel noticeboard earlier 
that day, which outlines his vision for 
the district.

“Bring in the miners, let them dig out 
the gold - $140 billion worth. A lot of 
what they dig out gets used to build new 
seawalls for coastal defence,” he wrote.

“As the miners reclaim land behind 
them, they create new building plat-
forms and install infrastructure, hand-
ing back to the community land ready to 
build on.”

“Well, hey, it’s just a post,” he says, 
“and that’s where I stand.”

Subritzky is a self-described “straight 
shooter” and when asked how he’d 
tackle a difference of opinion around 
the council table, he doesn’t mince his 
words.

“I am very fiery and I don’t back down. 
So it’s been suggested to me  - and I 
must admit it is probably the best an-
swer - just lock me in the garage [during 
meetings] and let me tinker with my car, 

Thames-Coromandel mayoral contender James 
Subritzky.         Photo: SUPPLIED

As this year’s local elections 
approach, reporter KELLEY TANTAU 
continues to put the spotlight on 
the mayoral contenders, and asks 
why they think they’re fit to wear 
the chains.

Luxury yacht sinks 
at Slipper Island
A luxury yacht on its way to Whangārei on 
September 21 sank for the second time this 
year while being towed.

The Waikato Regional Harbourmaster 
said information about the Maritimo yacht 
indicated it sank in the South Bay of Slipper 
Island as water had entered the open engine 
hatches.

“No oil or other hazardous contaminants 
were aboard as it was a previously-salvaged 
vessel and these were removed as part of the 
recovery process.

“It’s currently still sitting on the seabed in 
around 4 metres of water, but has been an-
chored which should minimise any shifting.

“Please be aware if you’re in the area of 
Slipper Island as salvage operations may be 
underway.”

The 18.2 metre vessel first sank on May 16 
after it crashed into some rocks near Mōtītī 
Island, Tauranga.

“The current salvors are onsite and have 
reported some oil sheen on the water as a 
result of residual oils in the engine bay.

“Some sorbents have now been deployed 
to mop up residual oil and the vessel salvage 
is being managed privately between the 
owner and the salvage company.

The public is encouraged to avoid the area 
to allow for salvage.

The luxury yacht sank while being towed.
   Photo: WAIKATO REGIONAL HARBOUR MASTER

approach?’ He said: ‘What’s that?’ and 
I said: ‘Well, if a developer needs to 
knock a tree out, then he has to plant 
five natives and guarantee them for five 
years, to allow them to establish them-
selves’. And it was one way of looking at 
both sides of the story,” he explains.

“When [the mayor] walked away, I 
felt so chuffed because just off the top of 
my head I’d said that, and I just felt like 
politics or local body politics was some-
thing I’d like to look at later on.”

Subrtizky says he’ll enjoy flying “over 
the hill” to the eastern side of the dis-
trict once he finishes obtaining his Pri-
vate Pilot Licence. 

He says he’s done his hours and 
passed all his exams, except one: navi-
gation. 

Even so, the former navy man and 
bathroom renovator believes a vote for 
him is “a tick in the right direction”.

“I’ve looked at the candidates, none of 
them even think like I do. 

“I don’t just stand for transparency, I 
stand for exposing the truth… and a lot 
of people, I think, in the Coromandel, 
just want the truth explained to them,” 
he says.

“I’m not cut from the same mould as 
anybody else. Now is the best chance 
for change, because if I come back in 
three years, chances are, I would have 
been poisoned and my mind polluted. 
So now is the best chance for change.”
DETAILS: Voting for this year’s local govern-
ment elections: September 9 until noon Octo-
ber 11. Progress results are published October 
11; preliminary results October 13 and official 
results on October 17. 
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MIKE AND SALLY. THAMES-COROMANDEL

WE’RE VOTING FOR
FAIR REPRESENTATION

VOTE TO KEEP OUR TCDC MĀORI WARD
This local election we have the opportunity to vote to keep our TCDC Māori Ward. Having a Māori Ward
mean people on the Māori Roll vote for their Māori Ward Councillor instead of their Local Area Councillor.
Fair representation, better decision making, stronger together. www.maoriwards.nz

Rescue helicopter trust flies into new territory
In a bold move to increase its 

funding base, the Coroman-
del Rescue Helicopter Trust 
has launched a major new ini-
tiative and is now seeking com-
munity backing.

In conjunction with New 
Zealand Rescue, the trust has 
ventured into a national lottery 
as it looks to grow the resourc-
es to support delivering rescue 
helicopter services.

Trust chairman John Ste-
phenson described the deci-
sion to partner with NZ Rescue 
as a bold shift to secure fund-
ing for the trust. 

The two-tier lottery is be-
ing marketed nationally and 
provides a range of first-class 
prizes, including a New Age 
Road Owl Caravan paired with 
a Land Rover Defender, and 
the opportunity to win a JB 
Motorhome 7.8 Queen.

John said under the two-tier 
approach, two lotteries were 
running with only 6000 tick-
ets available for the JB Mo-
torhome, and 10,000 tickets 
for the New Age Road Owl Car-
avan and Land Rover Defender 
option. 

Tickets are now on sale from 
$100.

“All ticket sales go towards 
supporting the Coromandel 
Rescue Helicopter Trust which 
ensures that the life-saving 
emergency services remain 
available to people both living 
and visiting our wider region,” 

he said.
“Our trustees were excited 

when presented with this op-
tion and we appreciate being 
able to partner with NZ Rescue.

“We receive wonderful sup-
port from many organisations, 
individuals and groups through 
fund-raising events, donations 
and grants – all being highly 
appreciated.

“Our latest venture enables 
people to support the trust and 
the work it undertakes with 
the chance of winning superb 
prizes.”

John said when considering 
the prize packages, the trus-
tees felt something that aligned 
with the region being such an 
attractive holiday destination 
was appropriate. 

While the trust does not op-
erate its own helicopters, it 
does have a hanger and base at 
the Whitianga Airfield. 

Helicopters service the region 
from Auckland, Waikato and 
the Bay of Plenty.

“At the summer peak we 
can have over 400,000 people 
around our region and at this 
time the requirement of rescue 

helicopter service can quadru-
ple,” John said.

“We are a region very reliant 
on our rescue helicopters; we 
encourage people to support 
the lottery so we can continue 
to return the support when it is 
most needed.”
DETAILS: For more information 
and to purchase tickets, visit 
crhtlottery.org.nz.

Trust chair John Stevenson, left, trustee Lynda Pye and patron Walter Russell with one of the two lottery prizes.               Photo: SUPPLIED
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FRIDAY EVENING:
5pmMeet n' Mingle at the Ōhinemuri
Club. Comemeet our current staff!*

SATURDAY MORNING:
School Showcase - Pōwhiri at 10am
followed by kainoa (mo

school tour

SATURDAY EVE
Join us for dinner at 5.30p

RSA.*

whiri at 10am
rning tea) & a
r.

NING:
m at the Paeroa

Jubilee!bil
150th

AEROA CENTRAL SCHO

Friday 5th -
Saturday 6th December

2025

Te Kura Tuatahi o P
AE

*Costs associate
for mor

We look forward to celebrating

with you all!

Registration forms available at our school office.
Alternatively email Riki at

riki-t@paeroacentral.school.nz for a digital
registration.

J !

OOL
Paeroa

PA

ed. See registration form
re information

CUSHION
SALE

NOW ON
Cushions

$30
Covers

$20 & $10
500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

Shorebird Coast runners set off on their adventure from Rays Rest, Kaiaua.                                                Photos: JULIO TOMAZ

Friends fly to the finish.

Winging it
Strong winds didn’t stop the 

Shorebird Coast Run event 
from taking place on September 
14.  If anything, it propelled the 
event. 

Organiser Tim Ashby-Peckham 
said there was just enough wind 
to “get beneath our wings” and 
take participants down the course. 
“We had 341 people show up for 
the main event, nearly triple last 
year’s total. 46 kids registered for 

the Kuaka Kids Game.” The event 
raised $1400 which would be do-
nated to the Pūkorokoro Miranda 
Shorebird Centre, he said. “I’m 
happy we pulled it off again and 
everyone involved did an amazing 
job. So proud of the team.”

Even with the fresh conditions, 
Tim told The Profile the natural 
beauty of Pūkorokoro/Miranda 
stood out and people have already 
said they were looking forward to 
next year’s event.

Runners zoom off with focus.

Happy punters enjoy the day. All ready for the bird costume comp. A day of family fun in Kaiaua.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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It’s time
to vote!

Check outwho’s standing
waikatoregion.govt.nz/candidates

Return your voting papers by post
(before 7 October) or ballot box.
Voting closes midday 11 October.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Cheeky oompa loompas dance for the crowd.                                                                                  Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Something surprises Charlie. A vibrant trio takes centre stage.

Sweet performance
The Karangahake Hall came to life with song, dance and Pure 

Imagination on September 17. Students of Karangahake School 
stepped on stage to deliver their whakaari or performance of 
Pure Imagination, based on Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, 
to friends, family and the wider school community. All eyes and 
ears were focussed on the stage, where the actors dished out 
sweet performances with sprinkles of New Zealand humour and 
the iconic and catchy Oompa Loompa song. Reporter DAVIDDA 
HIKATANGATA was there to join in the fun singalong.

Golden ticket winners explore Wonka’s factory.

Oopma loompa doopety doo. The narrators. 
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

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Holden Trax
Auto Turbo, Low 55km, One Owner

BE QUICK

$15,990

2011 VW Golf Ti
2.0 Ltr Auto, Turbo, Alloys,

Low Kms

$8,990

2017 Holden Colorado LT
2.8 Ltr Diesel, 2WD, Manual,

Low 116 Kms, BEST AVAILABLE

$24,990

2009 Audi A6 S/W
2.8 Ltr Auto, AWD, Alloys, Good Kms,

TOP CONDITION

ONLY
$8,990

2012 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr Auto, Top Specs

ONLY
$7,990

2017 Holden Commodore SV6
Auto, Fully Optioned on 20’s

$15,990

2005 Kia Sorento
Auto, 4WD, Diesel, Low Kms

$8,990
ONLY

2010 BMW 135i
Auto, Turbo Coupe, Top Spec

$12,990

The Paeroa War Memorial Hall was 
filled with colour on September 18, as 

local schools held a combined art exhibi-
tion. 

The Ohinemuri Kāhui Ako Art Fair fea-
tured 196 entries, from 12 schools and 
early childhood education centres.  Piec-
es from participating primary schools 

and Paeroa College’s junior students 
were placed into four separate categories 
for judging: sculptures and ceramics; 
sketching and drawing; painting; and 
digital art.

 A non-competing category featured 
collaborative and experimental works 
from the early child-
hood centres and 
Goldfields School.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

An arty exhibition
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Kōpū Wharf access
Check out the Kōpū Wharf at the weekend. We are
currently running a public access trial on weekends
from 9am – 5pm until the end of Labour Weekend.
Enter the pedestrian access gate near the parking area
(via King Street).

Give us feedback about your visit:
https://tinyurl.com/3xjcbwrw

Boundary Creek
closure date
SH25 Thames Coast Road will be closed at
Boundary Creek Bridge, north of Te Mata, for seven
days from 5am onWednesday 29 October, so that
NZTA contractors can demolish the old bridge deck
and install the new one.

They will use a prefabricated bridge deck and
work extended hours to keep the closure to the
shortest possible time. Access will be maintained
for all businesses and properties along SH25 up
to the bridge from the north and the south; but no
through traffic will be possible during this time.

To get to locations north of the bridge, including
the Waikawau boat ramp, use SH25A and
the eastern section of SH25 via Tairua and
Whitianga. For those heading south from northern
Coromandel, it will be the reverse.

Please avoid the 309 and Tapu-Coroglen Roads if
you’re towing or driving a heavy vehicle.

For more information, visit
nzta govt nz/sh25 sh25a coromandelnzta.govt.nz/sh25-sh25a-coromandel

1October 2025

Coromandel
Our

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

TC
DC

O
CT

20
25

Local Election 2025 –
not too late to enrol
Make sure you’re enrolled to vote on election day in
October. Every voicematters and helps to shape the
future of our district.
Missed enrolling or updating your address? Your voting
papers won’t be sent in the mail, but you can still vote.
Just contact our Electoral Officer on 0800 922 822 or
email specialvotes@electionservices.co.nz to request
a special voting pack.
Alternatively, request a pack online via
tcdc.govt.nz/specialvotes

The last day to enrol is Friday 10 October and
voting will close at 12 noon on election day,
Saturday 11 October.

Special votes will be available from Tuesday 9
September to Saturday 11 October, and can be
delivered to or cast at any of our district offices.
Find out more
View standing candidates, videos, profiles and election
events at tcdc.govt.nz/elections

What’s happening over Labour Weekend?

Council offices and district libraries
OOuurr CCoouunncciill sseerrvviiccee cceennttrreess ((iinncclluuddiinngg tthhee
AA driver and vehicle licensing agents) and
our district libraries are closed on Labour

Day, Monday 27 October. You can still reach us 24/7 at
07 868 0200 or customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Kerbside collections
Rubbish and food waste
collections are a day later

following Labour Day, Monday 27 October. Check your
local kerbside schedule at: tcdc.govt.nz/bindays

Refuse and Recyyyclinggg Transfer Stations (((RTS)))
Our seven RTS are open daily, including Labour Day
Monday, from 8.30am-5.30pm. For more info, visit
tcdc.govt.nz/rts

Thames Pool hours
Thames Centennial Pool is closed on
Labour Day. Monday 27 October, resuming
normal hours on Tuesday 28 October 2025.

Dog restrictions
Restrictions are in place on some beaches
this Labour Weekend. Look out for
Council’s traffic light signage and check theee
rules in your area at
tcdc.govt.nz/dogownerguide

Alcohol bans
Alcohol bans are in place over Labour
Weekend from 4pm Friday to 4pmMonday.
tcdc.govt.nz/alcoholcontrol

SIGNUP
FOR SHAKEOUT
Join more than 574,000 others taking part in
New Zealand’s ShakeOut, a national earthquake
drill and tsunami hīkoi (evacuation) to help
prepare communities.
ShakeOut is being held on Thursday 16 October this
year at 9.30am. All people need to do to take part is
‘drop, cover and hold’ for 60 seconds. In Thames
and other coastal areas, it’s the perfect
opportunity to also practise your
tsunami evacuation.
You don’t have to do it on your own.
Join other communities taking part
by signing up online at
getready.govt.nz and find
out more.

SIGN UP!
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I have no experience as amayor.
I’ve never been one before.

I believe I am your best chance for change.
Why?

Because I’m the new guy.
Say I’m fresh, ‘cause I am. I’m still a cracker
and I’ll give youmore bang for your buck.

I’ve served in both the New Zealand and Australian Navies.
Sydney in 1981, I was 25.

I was in business andmymortgage interest rate was 24%.

Since I started this campaign I’ve sent and received data fromNZTA & ACC on
the section of road from Hauraki Rd and Kopu Bridge. Pieced it together to show 3
blackspots not 1, individually each fly under the radar, but put the three together

and it’s a different story, a real tragedy.
I’ve also sent letters to the mayor of Hauraki District Council, Toby Adams, NZTA

&Minister for Transport asking to verify my findings.

I’m the only candidate who’s said a rates freeze is achievable.
I believe I’m also the only candidate who’s bothered to read the annual reports
back to 2018 andmost likely I believe the only candidate to ask the TCDC to
provide the file on “Other Expenses” totalling 54million dollars last year. I’d like
to knowwhat’s in it, wouldn’t you?
That’s a lot of money for a single line entry in an annual report.
I also seem to be the only person who bothered to ask TCDC to please explain
the amount we pay consultants, $4.1 million in 2018 and $9.9 million in 2024,
that’s almost half of the combined staff’s wages for TCDC last year.

Both
Len and Peter
have had their chance;
neither hasmade an impact.
I am promining.
I am about good health care
I am about good health support services.
I am about safer roads - nomore deaths on
mywatch
I am about better education on waste and
recycling
I am pro community boards 100%
I am pro tech - I use A.I. to find stuff for me,
I’ll show you too.
I am your best chance for change, trust me I
will deliver.

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

Kids, when 
they’re born, 

are a fair reason 
to slow down on 
our rhythms. The 

sleepless nights, the chaos, the 
pure exhaustion — many of us 
have been there.

But as they get older, something 
needs to shift. We’ve got to start 
picking those rhythms back up 
again.

And here’s the thing — it doesn’t 
need to be without them.

Include your children in your rhythms
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION Rhythm is important to me. It 
keeps me focused, balanced, and 
motivated. Most mornings, I’ve got 
a simple exercise routine. Nothing 
massive — just enough to get the 
blood pumping, keep my fitness 
up, and fire me up for the day.

At first, I used to get up early to 
do it before the kids woke up. That 
was my little pocket of quiet before 
the madness began. But after a few 
slack mornings where I didn’t get 
up in time, something cool hap-
pened — the kids found me mid-
workout… and wanted in.

Now, my oldest is often in his 
shoes before I am, racing me to 

finish the exercises. My toddler? 
He’s become my weight belt — 
climbing on to my back for press-
ups and chin-ups like it’s the best 
game ever. 

It’s fun for them, they get en-
couraged, they get fit — but more 
than that, they’re learning.

They’re seeing the power of rou-
tine, the value of showing up, and 
the habits that shape a healthy life.

And it’s not just exercise. My 
kids love doing Mummy exercises 
on YouTube with their mum.

We go for morning runs before 
school. And my hobbies — moun-
tain biking, rock climbing, 4x4ing 

— they’re always an open invite.
Here’s the thing: when we in-

clude our kids in our ‘adult world,’ 
we’re not just keeping them busy. 
We’re training them. Equipping 
them. And when they’re young, 
they actually love it.

Share what you’re learning. Talk 
about your family finances. Let 
them in on the why behind your 
work, your routines, your hobbies.

Because your rhythm becomes 
their rhythm.

Your strength becomes their 
strength.

And they’ll learn grit, resilience, 
and a capacity for growth that no 

classroom can teach.
We are the parents.
Character.
Faith.
Health.
Money.
That’s our job to pass on.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Liv-
ing Well Trust, running mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support local youth work 
or follow more stories and insights, find 
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you’d like to connect 
about a speaking engagement, community 
initiative, or supporting youth work, email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz.

Zest String Quartet to perform
Zest String Quartet will feature at Thames 
Music Group’s September Sunday afternoon 
concert at St George’s Church on October 12 
at 2pm. 

Zest String Quartet is a collective of Auck-
land musicians which aims to curate unfor-
gettable live music experiences. Featuring 
Amber Reed and Joo Yeon Lee (violins), 
Charlotte Francis (viola) and Sangah Park 
(cello), Zest performs in a growing number of 
public recitals and festivals, and have collabo-
rated in performance with artists such Chong 
Nee, Anonymouz and Lana Fia. 

Zest String Quartet is based in Auckland 
and comes to Thames shortly after their 
well-received 2025 public recital Beyond this 
Earth, which accompanied the Auckland Cen-
tral Library’s special exhibition Other Worlds. 
In 2024, they were featured in Fashion Quar-
terly magazine and performed as part of A 
Niu Dawn Festival produced by Black Grace.  
The group’s recital programmes, designed by 

founding violinist Amber Read, are character-
ised by playful repertoire, integrating the ease 
of the familiar with the excitement of discov-
ery. Their performance for the Thames Music 
Group will feature re-inventions of Satie’s 
hypnotic Gymnopédie No 1 and tunes from 
Anna Magdalena Bach’s treasured notebook. 

Founded in 2016, Zest has performed in 
venues across the country including Auck-
land Museum, Auckland Art Gallery, SkyCity 
Events Centre, Trott’s Garden, Corban Arts 
Estate and Shed10. 

In addition, all four members lead ac-
tive lives in freelance music, teaching and 
performing with ensembles such as Opus 
Orchestra, Auckland Choral, and Auckland 
Philharmonia.
DETAILS: Zest String Quartet, October 12, 2pm, 
St George’s Church, Mackay St, Thames. Tickets: 
$20/Adult, $15/TMG Member, Free entry/Under 
18 yrs old. Contact: thamesmusicgroup@yahoo.
co.nz. The Zest String Quartet will feature in Thames on October 12.         Photo: SUPPLIED

ENTERTAINMENT
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Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

TS 218T
24.5hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine,
42” Cutting Width, Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 220TD
26.2hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine, 42”
Cutting Width, Diff Lock Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 216TM
21.5hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine,
42” Cutting Width, Hydrostatic Transmission

TS 218T TS 220TD

Introductory Special on New Model Husqvarna Lawn Tractors
$5,990

RRP $6599

$6,590
RRP $7299

$7,590
RRP $82999

Q CARD
34 MONTHS
INTEREST
FREE*
*T&Cs apply

Available on Husqvarna purchases

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

“The easiest way to kill pos-
sums is to shoot them at night 
using thermal imaging,” Fletch-
er said.

The awards are designed to 
encourage the next genera-
tions’ stewardship of the land 
and build awareness of the vital 

role pest management plays in 
saving New Zealand’s critically 
endangered native wildlife. 

The Mangatangi Maramarua 
Catchment Young Conser-
vationist Award will be held 
monthly until December, and 
includes a $100 Hunting and 

Fishing voucher for pest control 
activity within the the catch-
ment.
DETAILS: To submit an award 
nomination, email mmcatch-
ment@gmail.com. Include as 
much information as possible, 
such as photographs, date, GPS 

co-ordinates, estimated number 
of pests caught, and name and 
age of the entrants. The pest 
control activity must have taken 
place within approximately 20km 
of Mangatangi, Maramarua or 
Western Firth Catchments and 
can include any pest species.

First Conservationist Award winners announced
The Mangatangi Maramarua 

Catchment has named the 
first winners of its inaugural 
Young Conservationist Awards 
- Fletcher Grant, Lockie Grant, 
and Ashton Williamson.

A spokesperson said the 
young men had built a deep 
understanding and first-hand 
knowledge of the damage in-
vasive pest species inflicted on 
the environment.  

Their interest in conservation 
started in 2020 when they were 
still at primary school.  

Since that time, they have dis-
patched over 2000 possums. 

“Our biggest night was 100 
but we are struggling to find 
that many now on land we have 
regular access to,” Fletcher 
said.

Living close to the Firth of 
Thames, Hunua Ranges and 
Maramarua Forest provides 
proximity to large areas of sig-
nificant bush blocks and water-
ways. 

Welcomed on a number of 
local farms, the trio focuses on 
controlling possums, hares and 
turkeys. Such is their success 
that local landowners are hop-
ing to secure access to more 
land so other areas can benefit. 

Ask them what their top tips 
for possum control are and like 
most young men, they are keen 
on using the latest kit.  

Young Conservationist Award winners Lockie Grant, Fletcher Grant, and Ashton Williamson.                                     Photo: SUPPLIED
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

SPECIAL

SPECIAL

Demo
18 hrs only
with mulch kit fitted

$10,750 Inc GST $9,250 Inc GST

$9,995

Gravely
ZTX42

Hustler
42”

What was once an overgrown, dark cor-
ridor of invasive privet, wattle, and 

elaeagnus has been getting a major makeo-
ver thanks to the Thames Environmental Al-
liance (TEA).

Volunteers have been hard at work clear-
ing invasive weeds at the Karaka Track car-
park and entrance, setting the old road re-
serve on a new course. The track is one of 
the most popular trails in Thames - a start-
ing point for trampers heading into the Co-
romandel Forest Park to Crosbies Hut, and 
the Karaka to Waiotahi circuit.

Spokesperson Ric Balfour said the Karaka 
Track restoration project will be a sustained 
effort over the next few years, building on 
years of work from the Thames Mountain 
Bike Club, which has maintained and up-
graded the track and bridges, and set a trap-
line on the Karaka and Waiotahi tracks. 

“The Karaka carpark restoration is a mul-
ti-phase project,” he said. 

“TEA has cleared privet and other invasive 
weeds, chipped the branches, and donated 
the firewood to locals. They are now treat-
ing more than 1000 privet stumps, clearing 
years of rubbish, and starting to plant and 
mulch. 

“Next year, TEA will monitor and weed 
new seedlings, rehabilitate the poor soil, 

and continue planting native species, with a 
three-year maintenance plan in place until 
nature can take over.”

Future work is also being scoped to en-
hance the nearby waterfall area and extend 
weeding further up the track, as well as oth-
er weed hot spots around Thames.

The Thames Environmental Alliance is a 
newly formed charitable trust on a mission 
to tackle the town’s invasive weed problem, 
restore native biodiversity, control pests, 
and enhance local walking trails. 

Its projects have included opening the 
Moanataiari Lookout Track with The De-
partment of Conservation, removing privet, 
wattle and asparagus weed in the Sir John 
William Hall Arboretum, and engaging an 
ecologist to run privet trials to find the best 
way to approach the hills of privet plaguing 
Thames.

Thames Environmental Alliance has 
gained support from the Thames Commu-
nity Board, Thames-Coromandel District 
Council, Predator Free Hauraki Coroman-
del, the Department of Conservation and 
the Seagull Centre. There has also been a 
huge amount of volunteer time both on the 
ground and behind the scenes.
DETAILS: To find out more, join the TEAm, or 
contribute, head to tea.org.nz.

Karaka Track transformed

Before and after the first part of the carpark area was cleared, planted and mulched.         RIC BALFOUR
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Kangaroo (107 mins) PG. A heart-warming family comedy about an ex TV personality who becomes
stranded in an Outback town outside Alice Springs. There he teams up with 12-year-old Indigenous girl
Charlie. The pair form an unlikely friendship and work together to rescue and rehabilitate orphaned joeys.
The Bad Guys 2 (104 mins) PG. The Bad Guys are struggling to find trust and acceptance in their
newly minted lives as Good Guys, when they are pulled out of retirement and forced to do ‘one last job’.
Prime Minister (102 mins) M. Going behind the scenes of her administration and her private life,
PRIME MINISTER follows Dame Jacinda Adern for seven years. Intimate home footage shot by her
husband and audio interviews that she did while in office give us unparalleled access.
Holy Cow (92 mins) M. French Film Festival fave. Totone’s carefree teenage life takes a turn to
provide for his 7-year-old sister. He works to produce an award-winning cheese to win a competition prize.
Grace A Prayer for Peace (95 mins) E A portrait of one of Aotearoa’s greatest living artists (Dame
Robin White) by one of our greatest documentary filmmakers (Gaylene Preston). Something special.
Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale (123 mins) PG. The cinematic return of the global phenomenon,
the Crawley family and their staff enter the 1930s. As the beloved cast of characters navigates how
to lead Downton Abbey into the future, they must embrace change and welcome a new chapter.
The Roses (105 mins) R16. Life seems easy for picture-perfect couple Ivy (Olivia Colman) and Theo
(Benedict Cumberbatch): successful careers, a loving marriage, great kids. But beneath the façade of
their supposed ideal life, a storm is brewing. A reimagining of the 1989 classic film The War of the Roses.
NEW MOVIES NEXT WEEK: Eleanor the Great (with June Squibb off Thelma); The Ballad of Wallis Island.

Movies from Thursday 2 October to Wednesday 8 October
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

PROGRAMMES
AVAILABLE FOR 2025

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Wanting to upskill or change direction? These are some of the
FREE options we have available for ALL ages

Retail Level 2 & 3 - Upskill your customer service, learn how
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)

Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success
Finding out where you are with numeracy & literacy and to upskill

We also offer some fee paying short programmes – Barista and
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses

Call us for pricing.

Quirky storytelling and totem poles to exhibit
The first of the featured artists for October at 
the southern end of the Thames Art Gallery 
is Jessie Macaw. 

Born and bred in Tairua, the Coromandel 
has always been a huge inspiration to her, 
the beaches, fishing, nature, the freedom; 
it all played an important part in sparking 
her creativity. Jessie describes her art style 
as an intuitive, playful and richly layered 
expression of colour, character and emo-
tion, with a touch of quirkiness. Each piece 
captures a joyful journey with the essence 
of storytelling. She works with acrylic and 
mixed media, building layers until she can 
see where the painting is taking her. Trained 
as a graphic designer, she has always been a 
doodler so painting intuitively allows her to 
express herself freely. 

Colour, texture and mark making are the 
biggest inspirations for her work. 

As an intuitive painter, Jessie says she lets 
the painting direct her as opposed to forcing 
preconceived notions of what it should be.

It’s about the process and the art is a dia-
logue between herself and her work. 

The layers are created to reflect current 
moments in time – emotions, thoughts and 
ideas. Jessie says art for her is about the 
journey not the destination, so often when 
she starts a painting she has no idea what it 
will become. She works with a lot of layers, 
textures and marks before taking a step back 
and working out what she can see. 

She says it’s not too dissimilar to find-
ing shapes in the clouds or faces in knots of 
wood, but she also likes to add little details 
and surprises so the viewer sees something 
new every time they look at it - this helps her 
build depth and interest as well.

The layers tend to contain a lot of scratch-
ing, scribbling, stencils and experimenta-
tion. Jessie says that it’s not unusual for a 
painting to completely change direction if 

Tairua painter Jessie Macaw and Thames Coast potter Denise Judd, right.    SUPPLIED

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

she’s suddenly inspired by a colour combi-
nation or a certain mark or section of the 
piece. Sometimes when she feels completely 
stuck on a piece she will intentionally make 
some bold moves to spark some new inspi-
ration. It’s about covering up parts to make 
room for parts she loves. 

Meanwhile, Denise Judd will be featuring 
her unique pottery at the northern end of 
the gallery. Denise has lived in the Thames 
area for most of her life, now residing on the 
Thames Coast. She began potting more than 
20 years ago after seeing an ad in the pa-
per for classes at the local art gallery, where 

there were two great tutors who taught the 
basics, hand building, wheel work and the 
most important part, how to glaze, which 
can turn a basic pot into an amazing piece of 
art form. From then on she was hooked on 
the art of pottery. 

Denise’s firings are done in her own gas 
kiln, using her own glazes from recipes she 
has acquired over the years. Her exhibition 
will also include some raku and pit fired 
pieces to showcase the different methods of 
firing pottery. She says her creations come 
from ideas that pop into her head that she 
has designed herself and then created, en-

joying the full process of the structure. Den-
ise’s exhibition in October will be focused 
mainly on totem poles for the garden, each 
differing from the other. There will also be 
a variety of other colourful garden features 
that would compliment any-sized garden, 
including bird baths, a fountain and flowers. 
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 Tararu Rd, 
Thames. New summer hours from October 1 - 
open Monday to Sunday 10am to 4pm.
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STOCKISTS OF

317 Pollen St,Thames
Stihlshop.co.nz 07 868 8730

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Plant above
ground crops

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

6

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

7

Full Moon

8

Non planting
Day

9

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

10

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

11

Non planting
Day

12

Non planting
Day

13

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

14

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

15

Non planting
Day

16

Non planting
Day

17

Non planting
Day

18

Non planting
Day

19

Non planting
Day

20

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

21

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

22

NewMoon

23

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

24

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

25

Non planting
Day

26

Non planting
Day

27

Plant above
ground crops

28

Plant above
ground crops

29

Plant above
ground crops

30

Non planting
Day

31

Non planting
Day

October 2025OOctober 2025
Moon PlantingMMMoon Planting
CalendarCalendar

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

Gardening for October
SPRING AT AEROVIEWSPRING AT AEROVIEW

382 Ngati Maru Highway
Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week
8.30am to 5.00pm

TOMATO
PLANTS

Grafted. Single
pots and punnets.
Plus a massive
range of potted
vegetables

NEW ARRIVAL
The Dag Man

Sheep
Manure

&
Wool Mulch

• Natural soil conditioner
• Retains moisture &
enhances growth

• Boosts microbial &
earth worms

• Mulch suppresses weeds
• Regulates soil temperature
• Natural source of nitrogen,
phosphorus & potassium
• 100% Biodegradable

Kumara
plants arriving 2nd
week of October.

Daltons
Premium
Compost
40L Bags
3 for $30.00
While stocks last.

GardeningGardening
October is mid spring and the colours 

appearing on the trees are a pretty 
good indication of what is to come. It is one 
of the busiest and most exciting months in 
the garden. Everything is bursting into life 
and looking a picture.

Tasks for the month include preparation 
of the soil with good compost ready for the 
new plants. Continue vegetable planting 
such as peas, broccoli, cauliflower, beet-
root, and salad greens. Toward the end of 
the month, you can add cucumbers, egg-
plant, beans, zucchini, sweetcorn.

If you are planting vegetables in pots 
make sure you have a premium potting 
mix to give your plants the best start. Plant 
your summer lettuces, spinach, herbs and 
tomatoes, which all grow well in pots.

Tidy up the herb gardens by cutting back 
sage, thyme and mint to encourage new 
growth. Plant basil, coriander, parsley and 
dill to go with those summer barbecue 
dishes.

Continue to mound up potatoes with soil 
to protect them from wind and the possi-
bility of late frost. It also encourages good 
tuber growth. Mound up until approxi-
mately 300mm high.

Labour Weekend is traditionally tomato 
planting time, so if it is warm enough, get 
them in the ground so you have a bumper 
crop come Christmas. Remember to stake 
them at time of planting so you don’t dis-
turb the roots once they are established.

Feed your seedlings with a specific ferti-
liser for tomatoes and vegetables. Seaweed 
plant tonic can be used between fertiliser 
application. And don’t forget to protect 

your new seedlings with slug and snail bait.
Citrus fruit of most varieties will have 

reached maturity although there will be 
some late fruiters. Fertilise all fruit trees 
starting in early October.

Plant out young passionfruit vines in 
a sunny north facing position, this is best 
suited to their growth.

Keep an eye on your strawberries and 
pick some of the flowers off to encourage 
good plant growth and delay the fruiting to 
help extend the season.

The roses will have early blooms starting 
to appear and plant growth will be rapid. 
Water well and be vigilant about the first 
signs of pests.

Plant some popular spring flowers such 
as lobelia, dahlia, cosmos, gerbera, mari-
golds, sweet peas. It’s a good idea to have 
some of these in pots and place around or 
close to the vegetable beds to attract bees.

Don’t forget the slug and snail protec-
tion, and fertiliser.

Adding mulch to the garden will also help 
to add warmth to the soil to encourage 
growth and also suppress the weeds.

Now is the time to spray the lawn with 
a specific prickle weed spray, to retain the 
perfect playground for the kids. These 
sprays can be purchased at your local hard-
ware stores or garden centres. Apply weed 
and feed to the lawn to keep it green and 
healthy.

Stimulate the compost bin with the addi-
tion of lime and nitrogen fertiliser and turn 
or agitate to aerate.

Enjoy your spring garden
- Ngatea Garden Circle

Spring colours appear

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Everything bursts into life in the garden during October.              File Photo: UNSPLASH



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $2950 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3450 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5500

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

electrical services

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
Call now for a free quote 021 539 779

• Stump removal
 experts for tree
 stumps of all sizes
• Coromandel, Franklin  
 and Waikato
• Experienced and fully  
 insured
• Owner operated, local  
 business

www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

arborist

electrician

civil construction

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

FREE
underlay &
installation* carpet

on selected

carpet

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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For around 60 years, Wenzlick Automotive 
has looked after its customers and their 

mechanical needs in the Thames Valley and 
Coromandel Peninsula.

One very significant element to the busi-
ness is that it currently involves three gen-
erations: Bernard Wenzlick, who started the 
automotive outfit with a business partner and 
later took full ownership, son Shane Wenzlick, 
who later also bought into the business, and 
Shane’s son, Brad Wenzlick.

Shane said they had a good team who 
looked after mechanical repairs and mainte-
nance, servicing and warrant of fitnesses, and 
specialised in the Nissan product.

“I enjoy the hands-on part of it for me in 

the workshop, even though I seem to have to 
spend more and more time in the office these 
days, which is all part of it, but I do enjoy that, 
just the hands-on work and the variety of work 
that we get here,” he said.

“We work on a lot of older cars, sort of clas-
sic cars, you know, people’s pride and joy sort 
of thing, as well as we do a lot of modern 
stuff.” The main point though was the people 
they served.

“The customers for us are the most impor-
tant thing, so to make it work for them is what 
it’s all about. That’s what we try to do.”
DETAILS: Visit Wenzlick Automotive at 306 
Mary St, Thames from 8am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday, or phone 07 868 6799.

A focus on customer care
The team at Wenzlick Automotive is ready to help.                                                   Photo: NIKKI SANDERS



CALL THE EXPERTS

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefloorman.co.nz

flooring
OWENS FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at 

5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

• LBP qualified • Houses bought & sold • House moving 
• On-site moves • Jacking & rolling • Structural moving 

• Re-piling • Re-levelling • Pile driving • Push piles 
phm.co.nz   •   sales@phm.co.nz

Andy 021 125 1668   •   Ian 027 442 6001

house movers

signs

Sue Gates
Ph 021 267 8449 • thamesglass@xtra.co.nz

Thames Glass & Screens 
has relocated to 

Service Lane 8, Thames
New premises, 

same great service

glazing

SPORTS
Cooper snaps up awards

According to Cooper Young, motocross 
racing in a paddock is “way different” 

compared to on a groomed track.
“I have to use a different technique when 

racing,” the 15-year-old motocross racer 
told The Profile.

However, it didn’t stop him from achiev-
ing a podium placing at a recent motocross 
event.

The year-10 motocross rider from Haura-
ki Plains College competed at the New Zea-
land 2-Stroke MotoX Nationals across Sep-
tember 13 to 14 in Otorohanga and landed 
a second place position for the Youth 125cc 
and fifth place in the Seniors 0-200cc cat-
egory. The top rider was stoked with both 
results, especially because the weather was 
so bad.

“Races had to be cut out, so over two days 
instead of five races we were only able to do 
three,” he said.

His placings earned him some prize mon-
ey too: a cheque of $100 for the Holeshot 
Award, which is awarded to the first rider in 
the Youth 125cc group to reach each of the 
corners, $150 for second place and $50 for 
fifth place.

The young athlete was keen on other 
sports too, and said he put some of his win-
nings towards a golf membership at Wai-
kere Golf Club, and saved the rest.

When asked what his achievements 
meant to him, the young racer said it was 
that he could race on the flat paddocks and 
use a different style of racing which was 
cool.

The next event Cooper’s eyes were set on 
was working towards MX fest in Taupō over 
Labour Weekend.

MOTOCROSS
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Cooper Young with his awards and in action on the track.               Photos: SUPPLIED



CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this. If you are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy    TURUA: Turua Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub    KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, 
Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        

PAPER RUNNER
We have a vacancy for a paper 

runner in Waihi. 
Immediate Start...

Please contact Geoff: 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

 for more information.

Storage

Storage

Piano Tuner

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Church Notices Church Notices

Death Notices Death Notices

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Handyman

Situation Vacant

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Builders

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944
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Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

Waihi Living Waters
Christ Centered 

Meetings
Sunday 4pm

15 Smith St, Waihi

Flatmate Wanted Wanted

Garage Sale

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notices

Grazing

 Rural Land Painters
 Experienced painters 

in all farm buildings 

and older homes 

Hauraki/Piako wide.

 Ph Greg 027 2142442 

Builder available
Licensed Builder.
Alterations / 
Maintenance / Decks
Great rates.
Ph Mark 022 344 0629

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559
Friendly  licensed 
builder. 40 years exp. 
All aspects .No job too 
small. Ian 021 540 376

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

University 3rd Age
Hauraki Coromandel

10am, 6th October 2025
“Expression of interest”

Paeroa Co-Operating 
Parish Hall

Corner Mackay St, 
Opposite library

Lifelong learning, 
challenging, stimulating,

interest groups, 
shared knowledge,

Email: admin@pc.org.nz
Phone: 07 862 6110
Complete form at: 

www.pc.org.nz
See you there

Paeroa Chess Club 
Beginning October 5.
For more information 
contact 027 545 6760

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned now
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

STEPPING OUT HAURAKI INC 

AGM  
  

 

You are cordially invited to attend the 
Annual General Meeting  

 

New committee/members welcomed 
 

To be held on Monday 6th October 2025 
at 11am 

 

@ Stepping Out Hauraki 
100 Sealey Street, Thames 

 

The meeting will conclude with a light 
lunch 

 

 

 

Kerepehi, Older 
person preferred. 
Ph 07 867 6643.

Kitchen sink unit
Also Log Fire & 

Hearth.
Both small in size

07 862 8891 
0274 486 480

9 Wharepoa West Rd, 
cnr SH2, Netherton. 
Sat 8am start. Big 
variety.

Hauraki District 
Council Meetings 
October 2025

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of October 2025  
in the Council Chamber, Hauraki House,  
1 William Street, Paeroa unless otherwise 
stated.
Taramaire Drainage District Committee
Thursday, 2 October 2025, 9.30am 
Paeroa Office
Western Plains Drainage District Committee
Thursday, 2 October 2025, 10.30am 
Paeroa Office
Eastern Plains Drainage District Committee
Thursday, 2 October 2025, 1.00pm 
Paeroa Office
Paeroa Rural Drainage District Committee
Friday, 3 October 2025, 10.00am 
Paeroa Office
Regulatory Hearings Commissioners
Monday, 20 October 2025, 9.00am
Pōwhiri/Welcome Ceremony and 
Inaugural hui/meeting of the 13th 
Triennium of the Hauraki District Council 
Wednesday, 29 October 2025 at 8.30am
Paeroa Memorial Hall 
For the attestation and signing of elected 
members declarations followed by 
refreshments. The hui/meeting will then be 
reconvened at the Council Chambers,  
1 William Street, Paeroa for the completion 
of Council procedural matters.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
October 5, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speaker: Heather 
McKelvie

HAWKES, 
Michael Eric (Mike):
At Waikato Hospital ICU 25 
September from a spinal 
infection, valiantly fought, 74 
years young.
Cherished husband of 
Meghan and irreplaceable 
father and granddad of 
Cameron, Stephanie and 
Nasrin.
Many thanks to St John’s 
Ambulance, Thames Fire 
Brigade, Thames ED and 
Waikato ICU.
Special thanks to Linley for 
such wonderful support.
A private service has been 
held according to Mike’s 
wishes.

Our hearts are broken.

Dairy Grazing available 
for 40 R1/R2 Heifers. 
Situated at Hikutaia, on 
34ha rolling/hill block. 
Viewings welcome. 
Phone: Sue/Richard 
021 262 3871

FAWCETT, Joyce:
On September the 16th at 
Hetherington House passed 
away with family around her.
Beloved wife of the late John 
Fawcett.
Treasured mother of Greg 
and Leanne, Lance and Jo, 
Fiona and Jim.
Cherished grandmother to 
her 8 grandchildren and 3 
great grandchildren.
A memorial service will be 
held at the Waihi St John 
Anglican Church on Thursday 
the 2nd of October at 1pm.

TYRRELL, 
Ronald Seymour 
(Ron):
Peacefully, at Thames 
Hospital on Sunday 31st 
August, 2025;  Dearly loved 
husband of Margaret. Loved 
Dad of Denise, Linda, Kay, 
and Karen. A Memorial 
Service to celebrate Ron’s 
life will be held at St Paul’s 
Anglican Church, Willoughby 
Street, Paeroa on Monday 
13th October at 2pm.

JORDAN, 
Adrienne Jayne:
Unexpectedly, at Waikato 
Hospital on Sunday 28th 
September, 2025; aged 62 
years. 
Beloved wife of Larry. Loving 
mother of Mallory and Kieren, 
and grandmother of Brynn. 
Loved daughter of Peter and 
the late Robyn Smith, and 
sister of John and Campbell. 
Adored daughter-in-law of 
Colleen and the late Des 
Jordan.
A service to celebrate 
Adrienne’s life will be held 
at Ngatea War Memorial 
Hall, Orchard West Road 
on Saturday 4th October at 
11am, followed by private 
cremation.
Communications to: mallory.
jordan@hotmail.com
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

SPORTS

Despite bad weather, there was a good turn out 
for Kerepehi Bowls Summer Opening recently, 
which was played on  the carpet green. The open-
ing kitty and bowl was by life members Terry King 
and Peter (Postie) Parfitt. 

The day was sponsored by the Sutherland Fam-
ily and Colin Wilson. Of Optional Fours, Prize win-
ners were: 1st 4 wins 16 points 18 ends (Thames) 
Todd, Dave, Debbie, Dale; 2nd 3 wins 14 points 

18 ends (Waihi Beach/Kerepehi) Judith Wilson, 
Dave, Don Cooper, Barry Wilson; 3rd 3 wins 11 
points 19 ends (Tui Park) Ken, Alison; Louise, 
Mary; 4th 3 wins 2 points 15 ends (Kerepehi) Stu, 
Fatu, Pete, Michael. Kopu Engineering opt 4s was 
postponed on September 28 due to clash with a 
TV Bowls event, a replacement date is yet to be 
set. Twilight bowls on Thursday nights start Octo-
ber 2. On October 4-5, host TVB Open Champion 
Triples sharing with Tui Park, and October 19 is  
Hudson Families Opt 4s.                - Terry King

Kitty and first bowl are life members Terry King, left, and Postie Parfitt.            Photos: SUPPLIED

BOWLS

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Clockwise from top left: Kerepehi; Tui Park, Waihi Beach and Kerepehi, and Thames. 
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Scoop, 4 Come up to scratch, 14 Cause, 15 Stoop, 16 Cumbersome, 17 Drier, 19 Eye, 20
Boudoir, 21 Conserved, 22 Curves, 25 With a will, 27 Mutton, 28 Scorch, 33 Crossroads, 35 Gas, 36
Gather, 37 Kiss, 39 Tea, 41 Burrows, 42 Nuclei, 43 Insoluble, 44 Final, 45 Mandolin, 50 If, 51 Waterway, 55
Therm, 58 Projector, 59 Pelmet, 60 Gaining, 61 Era, 63 Silk, 64 Answer, 65 Sap, 66 Negligible, 68 Dashed,
69 Rescue, 71 Partridge, 76 Siting, 77 Professor, 79 Involve, 81 Cat, 84 Rough, 85 Vindicated, 86 Being, 87
Right, 88 Thin on the ground, 89 Usher.

DOWN: 2 Cotton, 3 Ovoid, 5 Onus, 6 Embroil, 7 Phrase, 8 Odour, 9 Clement, 10 Adds, 11 Clique, 12 Rules,
13 Beneath, 14 Crevice, 18 Withdrawal, 23 Swear, 24 Nostril, 26 Insured, 27 Mastiff, 29 Rainbow, 30
Trauma, 31 Agile, 32 Geisha, 34 Smug, 36 Gaunt, 38 Seedy, 40 Glee, 45 Mopes, 46 Noodles, 47 Omen,
48 Intent, 49 Meter, 50 Impasse, 52 Traditions, 53 Ringing, 54 Annals, 55 Trawler, 56 Elope, 57 Mean, 62
Agate, 67 Restart, 68 Discard, 70 Caravan, 72 Avocado, 73 Enough, 74 Asking, 75 Avenue, 76 Stage, 78
Finch, 80 Obeys, 82 Shun, 83 Seen.
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ACROSS
1 Two times (5)
4 Urgent (8)
9 Rubbed sore (6)
14 Criminal burning (5)
15 Very likely (2,3,11)
17 Skin holes (5)
18 Consume (3)
19 Opportunity (7)
20 One opposing
official policy (9)
21 Horrified (6)
24 Into a tent (anag)(9)
25 Beer maker (6)
26 Cured (6)
29 War step-up (10)
31 Tear (3)
32 Milliner (6)
33 Wound crust (4)
35 Mature (3)
37 Repeat (4)
39 Pastimes (9)
40 Irreverence (9)
41 Ostentatious (5)
42 Insect’s feelers (8)
47 Woollen garments
(8)
51 Drenches (5)
55 Defiantly aggressive
(9)
56 Rife (9)
58 Hankering (4)
59 Ailing (3)
60 Tangible (4)
61 Cloud type (6)
62 Long fish (3)
63 Earthquake echo
(10)
66 Stringed instrument
(6)

67 Pillar (6)
69 Habitually moving
seasonally (9)
72 Filter (6)
73 Out of favour (9)
75 Felt like having (7)
77 Flow (3)
80 Rub out (5)
81 Annual felicitation
(4,5,7)
82 Bring upon oneself
(5)
83 Pulled sharply (6)
84 Blushed (8)
85 Supple (5)

DOWN
2 Vineyard apparatus
(4,5)
3 Intestine part (5)
5 Violent public
disorder (4)
6 African language (7)
7 Quirk (12)
8 Pulverise (5)
9 Hot red chilli powder
(7)
10 Mountains (4)
11 Make angry (6)
12 Possession (5)
13 Tangled (7)
14 Ore analyst (7)
16 ; , . “?! etc (11)
22 Sign up (6)
23 Bear witness (7)
24 In the current
fashion or style (1,2,4)
25 Detour (6)
27 Driving permit (7)
28 Non-malignant (6)

30 Roman emperor (4)
32 Water bird (5)
34 Customer (5)
36 Expectorate (4)
38 Is able (3)
42 Shrine (5)
43 Huge sea wave (7)
44 Common sense (4)
45 Vinegar acid (6)
46 Desert green spot
(5)
48 Treating ore (anag)
(11)
49 Burdensome (7)
50 Curve (3)
51 Fame (7)
52 Body organ (6)
53 Reluctant to speak
frankly (5-7)
54 Long heroic story
(4)
57 Lure into capture
(6)
64 Worried (9)
65 Bird of prey (7)
66 Pickling cucumber
(7)
68 Anonymous (7)
70 Struggle hand-to-
hand (7)
71 US state (6)
72 Light meal (5)
74 Proprietor (5)
76 Unrefined (5)
78 Timid (4)
79 Rubber wheel cover
(4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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bayleys.co.nz

NEWLISTING

Thames 209WilliamsonStreet

2 1 1 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu23Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View2-2.30pmSun5Octorbyappointment
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Cosyconvenience
This renovatedminer’scottageblendsclassiccharacterwithmoderncomfort.Essentially rebuiltwith thoughtful
upgrades foreasy living, it featuresasleekgalleykitchen, air conditioning, andastylishwet-roombathroomwithdual
access fromthemainbedroomand lounge.Frenchdoors lead fromthe loungetoasunnyenclosedporch(no
consents), thenout toadeckandprivatecourtyardgarden—perfect formorningcoffeeoreveningdrinks.The fully
fencedsection includesanundercovercarparkand isaneasy, flat stroll to town,VictoriaPark, andthebowlsclub.
Ideal for retirees,downsizers, lock-up-and-leave living,orasmart investment.

bayleys.co.nz/2180837

OPENDAY

Thames 415ParawaiRoad

1,581sqm
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Thu23Oct2025
459PollenStreet,Thames
View2.30-3pmSun5Octorbyappointment
GeoffGraham021 733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Excitingopportunity in theheartofThames
Rarelydoyouget thechance tosecureasubstantialproperty inacentral residential locationyoucanputyourmark
on.Built in 1978, this240sqm(moreor less)Lockwoodbuildinghasservedasacommunitychurch for45yearsand is
nowsurplus to requirements.Ona flat 1,581sqm(moreor less) residentiallyzonedsection, thesingle-levelproperty
provides two large interconnectedopen-planareas, akitchen,office, twotoiletsandampleparkingor future
developmentspace.

Close toschools, a localgrocerystoreand justminutes fromtown, thisversatilepropertywill appeal to investors,
developersorcommunitygroupsseekingopportunity in theheartofThames.

bayleys.co.nz/2180839
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Hunua 125WilsonRoad

73.5917ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Wed29Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.45amThu2Oct&Thu9Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Productive land in theHunua foothills
Setacross73.5hectares (moreor less)ofwell-contoured land, thispropertybalances farming infrastructurewith
scope for the future.Offeringoptionsasagrazingblock, support land,or larger ruralbase, itdeliversversatility.
Around53hectares (moreor less) isgrazeablecontour, currentlyused forbeef finishingandmaizecropping.The
front ismainly flat,givingeasyaccess formachineryand livestock,while the fertile landsupportsavarietyofuses.
Divided into21 paddockswithcentral laneways, it ispractical andefficient.Everydayservicesarecloseby,making this
aplacewithspace toworkanda location that supports lifestyleandproductivity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630142

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $999,000
Viewbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Outstandingvalue– $210kbelowGV
Privatelypositionedwithanelevatedoutlook, thismodern three-bedroomhomeoffers spaceandcomforton3.2
hectares (moreor less).At thecentre, a light-filledopen-plankitchen,diningand livingspace featuresmodern
appliances, an islandbenchandaspaciousbutler’spantry.Themaster suite includesanensuiteandgenerouswalk-in
wardrobe, complementedbytwoadditionalbedroomsandasecond livingarea.Largeslidingdoorsopentoan
expansivedeck, creatingseamless indoor-outdoor flowandasetting toenjoysweepingviews.Thispropertyhasso
muchtooffer includingadoublegarage, shedding,energy-efficientwithsolar,grazing landandbordersastony-
bottomriver.

bayleys.co.nz/2316097
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 4574OrchardWestRoad

42.86ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu30Oct2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.45amWed1Oct,Wed8Oct
&Wed15Oct
KarlDavis0508838383karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Well set-up landholdingwith future flexibility
Set in theheartofaproven farmingdistrict, this42.86hectare (subject tosurvey)blockoffers scale, reliability, and
flexibility for those looking tostrengthenordiversify theiroperation.Flatcontour, acentral race, andabout20
paddockssupportefficient stockmovementandeaseofmanagement.Connectedtocouncilwater, it features
productivesoils, effectivedrainage,andversatility formaize,grazing,oryoungstock. Infrastructure includes twohay
barns,withpowersoonavailable.Close toNgateaandStateHighway2, itbalances farmlandproductivitywithaccess
toservices, schools, andmarkets,whileeastcoastbeachesarewithineasy reach.

bayleys.co.nz/2630149

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Thames 398CKauaerangaValleyRoad

2.317ha 610sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior)2pm,Thu30Oct2025
1030VictoriaStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.45amSun5Oct&Sun 12Oct
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

WhereBusinessMeets theRiver
• Homebusinessconsent inplace
• Grazing,gardens,orchard&sheds
• Riverwithaswimminghole

Family livingwith thebonusofconsent forbusinessuse.The four-bedroomhome ispositioned forall-daysun,
supportedby 16solarpanelswith inverters to lowercosts.Seton2.3ha, theproperty featuressevenpaddocks, cattle
yards, abarn,orchard, andgardens.Theboundary is theKauaerangaRiver,withdirectaccess toaprivateswimming
hole.

bayleys.co.nz/2180846
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National home care services
provider JAE Group, including JAE
Coromandel, has been awarded
Gold for Home Maintenance in the
2025 Reader’s Digest Quality Service
Awards.

Not many companies can say they
have been in more Kiwi homes and
businesses than they haven’t, but JAE
Group would come close.

For over 57 years, JAE has been
there when people need them most,
ready to ‘take care of it’ with the same
commitment to service excellence
from day one.

JAE was formed by Jack, Audrey
& Edward Smith in 1967, giving
birth to the name JAE. Jack’s mantra
was honesty, reliability, and always
going the extra mile for customers.
Carpet manufacturers heard of JAE’s
excellent service in Auckland and
offered a nationwide contract to
provide ‘aftercare’ on carpets installed
into homes.

As JAE continued to grow, new
services like Flood Restoration
and Pest Control were added to
its successful carpet cleaning
and stain treatment services. By
the 2000’s, JAE Branches across
the country were working with
national insurance companies as
New Zealand’s Flood Restoration
experts.

All staff attend customer service
training, where JAE’s proud history,
and the vision & values of the company
are at the forefront. Training includes
helping the team understand that
the customer’s home is their castle,
and they need to treat every home as
if it was their own. JAE always act in
a respectful, friendly and professional
manner, and this helps ensure a steady
flow of positive feedback and word-of-
mouth referrals for the business.

A proud kiwi family business, Dale & Jodi took over from Dale’s parents in 2003 and all 4 of their kids have
been part of the team at some point, so JAE has been in the McAuley blood for over 30 years. June 2024 saw
them move to a new depot premises at 209 Mary St, Thames after working out of home for 21 years. This is
where you’ll find 2 beautiful Border Collies, who take turns being the JAE Office Dog on Monday & Wednesday
- so do come in and meet either Hugo (1) or 3-legged Moriarty (12). The human members of your JAE Team
are,,, from left: Soppphia,,, Belinda,,, Brian,,, Jodi,,, Dale,,, Kent and Blake. (((Missinggg,,, Marie))).

JAE Cleans up in 2025
Quality Service Awards

2025 Quality Service Awards Advertorial

JAE Coromandel
Home Maintenance
Services
Flood Restoration

Carpet Cleaning

Upholstery &
Leather Cleaning

Stain Treatment

Rug Cleaning

Fabric Protection

Odour Treatment

Pest Control

Contact

Dale & Jodi McAuley

coromandel@jae.co.nz

07 868 6662

jae.co.nz

We have an amazing team of highly trained, experienced
Techs, who really care about our customers’ properties.

They treat these homes and businesses, as if they are their
own. To have JAE’s passion and commitment to quality
recognised with Gold in the Reader’s Digest 2025 Quality

Service Awards, is amazing, and we thank all of the
Kiwis that voted for us.

– Dale & Jodi McAuley, JAE Coromandel Owner-Operators

$100 PREZZY CARD®

& $100 JAE VOUCHER
FOR MUM & DAD!
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JAE SPRING
COLOURING-IN CONTEST WIN

Conditions: 3 age groups as above. Prizes: $100 Prezzy Card for each age category winner, plus a $100 JAE voucher for the winner’s family. Get your entry to JAE Coromandel either in
our office at 209 Mary Street, Thames 3500, or scan and email to us at coromandel@jae.co.nz. Entries must be in by the 13th October 2025.

Name: ____________________________________________________________ Age Category: □ 1 - 4 □ 5 - 10 □ 11 - 15
Phone number: ____________________________________________________ Email address: ______________________________________________________


