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' They’ve taken different paths, but Michael Ba p Es“Tyler, anq Rereahu

Collier now represent an historic step for tangata” g__ §fihe first Maori Ward
councillors for Thames'Valley.'Elected unopposed, their roles face uﬁ?@ﬂ%ﬁy

with a binding vote set to decide the wards’ future. KELLEY TANTAU repoﬁs’
I i Lik DT

B ‘E’is not for ‘Excellence’. That was accord-  across the rohe; the results of which will
ing to Michael Barlow’s school report. be legally enforceable at the 2028 elec- %

One teacher described him as “a law tion.
unto himself”. The label stuck and, for a Michael calls it a “critical moment”, one

while, he was just another number. that he, Des, and Rereahu all hope will re-

Des Tyler grew up like many Kiwi boys,  sult in a positive outcome. \
chasing dreams of pulling on the black “Maori Wards are not just a mecha-
jersey. Winter meant playing rugby and nism for representation, they reflect our

league; summer was for athletics. But his  commitment to Te Tiriti o0 Waitangi, en- |

career was cut short after a serious injury. ~ suring genuine partnership,” he tells The
Ironically for Rereahu Collier, his first  Profile. “Maori Wards ensure that tan-

semesters studying politics and public gata whenua not only have a seat, but a

policy led him to discover he wastoo hon-  voice at the decision-making table, where

est to be a politician. It wasn’t until later underpinning values and lived experi-

when a Maori and Pacific Development ences are heard to help shape the future

lecturer challenged him to think bigger: if ~ of our communities.”

he wanted to make an impactful change, Michael was there when Thames-Co-

it had to go beyond the individual. romandel District Council unanimously

The three men took a different path, but  voted to establish Maori Wards in 2023.
all have arrived at an historic moment. The chamber was at capacity, full with

For the first time in the Hauraki and community members, iwi, and Maori
Thames-Coromandel districts, they will leaders from across the rohe. At least a
represent their respective Maori Wards dozen people spoke in support of estab- «
at the council table. lishing the Te Tara o Te Ika Maori Ward.

It ensures that for the next three years, “This role isn’t just about being a voice,
tangata whenua will have a voice. it's about ensuring our people are heard,

But while the local body elections our tikanga is respected, and our values
, are underway, there is also a “critical” are woven into the everyday decisions
| crossroads - a binding poll that threat- that affect our lives,” Michael says.
" ens to overturn the very representation “It’s a privilege to have a seat at the ta-
| just gained. As part of recent legislative ble and to represent our people in a way
Rereahu Collier toBIBLAT ' changes made by central government, all  that’s grounded in kaupapa Maori and
i crea 1B °'f’. Fo Nk % | councils with Maori Wards are required practical outcomes.”
Mlchae! Barlow are the first MaOﬁAYV 4 | tohold a poll asking voters whether those For Michael, [Ngati Maru, Ngati Hikai-
councillors for Thames Va."e\’rr.'burt .{Hé:"? wards should remain or be removed. ro and Nga Puhi], the ‘E’ that once meant
roles face uncertainty. The question will appear as part of failure in school has since been replaced
LU the regular ballot, arriving in letterboxes CONTINUED ON P2 illl
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CONTINUED FROM P1
by real-world experience.

Told to leave before he could finish sixth
form, Michael says he soon found his feet
in the workforce, first at Coromandel Meat
Processors, later known as Wallace Meats.

“Probably the best job I've had,” he says.
“Over a span of 11 years, I worked my way
up through different roles, starting as a jani-
tor, handing out overalls, and eventually be-
coming site manager.”

The self-described high school dropout
went to Massey University and, in 2005,
completed his Diploma in Meat Technology.

From there, he spent 11 years at Smart
Environmental, navigating both frontline
operations and council contract meetings.

In 2018, he and his business partner went
out on their own as Coastal Bins Ltd, even-
tually selling to Waste Management, where
Michael is now the operations manager.

The experience taught him that leader-
ship wasn’t about titles. “It’s showing up, lis-
tening, and doing the mahi.” With a wealth
of governance experience to cap it off, in-
cluding as chair of Thames South School,
Te Tonga o Hoterini Kohanga Reo, and the
Thames Business Association, it’s family
that has shaped his journey above all else.

The loss of his second-eldest son last year
was an experience he says no parent should
ever go through, but it strengthened his
commitment to whanau and community.

“I carry him wherever I go, literally. I have
his name badge connected to my belt. He
now rests at our whanau urupa Whaiapu
in Totara with our tipuna that holds deep
meaning for our whanau. Whenever we all
drive past, we all toot, and make no apolo-
gies for the honking of our horns.”

For Des Tyler [Ngati Hako, Ngati Tamat-

era], though he never became an All Black,
keeping up with the sport from the sidelines
taught him valuable lessons in management.
He went on to be involved in rep teams, was
the team liaison for the Argentina Sevens,
and most recently, was part of the Cook Is-
lands Touch Association. He now works as
a kaitiaki at Waiora Waikato Hospital and
spent more than 10 years with Ara Poutama
Department of Corrections.

“The experience I have gained from doing
these roles has helped shape me and given
me an opportunity to be involved in projects
at a national and Parliament level,” he says.

“And my learnings will give me confi-
dence and help set me up with my role in
the Te Pakikau o te Ika Maori Ward for the
Hauraki District Council.”

Des, who is a trustee for Tirohia Marae,
says he’s looking forward to being one of
Hauraki’s first-ever Maori Ward councillors
alongside Rereahu Collier. “A big goal and
vision for me is that I want our people to not
be afraid to have a korero with us, and to
know that we are there for them and for our
people in Hauraki,” he says. “I want them
to be even more proud of where they come
from, [and] I definitely want to see Maori
Wards continue past 2028. It’s important
for Maori to be able to have representation.”

Rereahu Collier [Ngati Porou, Ngati
Tamatera] graduated from the University
of Waikato in 2017 studying Psychology
and Maori and Pacific Development - now
known as Maori and Indigenous studies.

Ironically, he says, during his first se-
mesters he learned he was too honest to
be a politician. “However, in my final years
studying Maori and Pacific Development,
one of my lecturers told me that in order for
me to make impactful change in the lives I

wish to affect, I need to expand to beyond
the individual, to reform the system so that
it’s geared to make equitable change for our
people.”

Rereahu went on to work for Auckland
Council for eight years as a Kaikokiri Ra-
tonga Maori [senior library assistant - Maori
services]. He’s now a Senior Strategist Kau-
papa Maori and says he’s seen the power
of the council and local boards of Tamaki
Makaurau. The skills he gained in the big
city have now brought him full circle, and
he’s returned home to Paeroa to share what
he’s learned and apply it to the development
of the rohe. Since being back, he’s been in-
volved in kaupapa Maori initiatives, includ-
ing performing with the regional kapa haka
ropu Hauraki Kowhao Rau, and supporting
the delivery of the Matariki Hautapu cer-
emony at Matai Whetii Marae.

“I am excited [for the councillor role] with
a hint of nervousness of course,” Rereahu
says. “The way I see it, is that my tuakana
and pakeke recommended I put my name
forward to represent our hapori Maori.

“While T may be the first Maori Ward
Councillor for the rohe, the work has already
been carried out by many of my pakeke in
the past, 'm merely in service of the con-
tinuance of their work.”

Michael, Des, and Rereahu may have dif-
ferent experiences, but all three share the
same commitment: to ensure tangata when-
ua have a voice in local decision-making.

However, whether that representation
continues beyond this term will depend on
the outcome of the Maori Ward Poll.

“Ma whero, ma pango, ka rapa te whai,”
Rereahu says. “With co- = iar treres
operation, work will be Journalism
easily completed.” o

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and
I'm here to help you. Find me in
one of the display advertisements
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your
full name & postal address, and the business
name and page number of the ad by the fol-
lowing Monday to go in the draw to win a Lotto
ticket. Last issue it was in the Beds R Us ad.

PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT/ADVERTORIAL: Advertising Manager Nikki Sanders, Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@ -
valleyprofile.co.nz; Feature Writer Davidda Hikatangata, Ph 022 174 3988, davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz.
NEWS/EDITORIAL: Managing Editor/Owner Teresa Ramsey, Ph 0204 0944 853, editor@valleyprofile.co.nz;
Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau, Ph 022 619 4889, kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz; Reporter Alice Parminter, Ph 022 527

0988, alice@valleyprofile.co.nz.

LETTERS: Send letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters must include
your full name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at editor’s discretion.
THE VALLEY PROFILE is independently owned and operated. It is delivered weekly to every letterbox in the
Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Waihi, Thames, Thames Coast, plus bulk distribution peninsula-wide, with an estimated

reach of 35,000 readers. OFFICE: 2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA, 3600 | ISSN 2703-5700

FIND US
ONLINE:
WWw.

i valleyprofile.
‘ﬁ co.nzor
.download the
Coromandel

App on your
smart phone

Coloursteel”
Grey Friars ﬂ

Maldive
Dive

Geyser
Flat
—

e
"

ity :
5 .:J ,.:.. ¥ Tl

Available now at Read Bros Hardware, Thames.

The Hauraki Taxation
Service Limited

Established 1982

For out of town independent
accounting advice

Approved agents for Inland
Revenue Department

Offices in Thames &
Coromandel Town

rmyob @

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710
E: thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz

95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel
Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E: coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

?Dawn Grey

YEARWARRANTY |~
AGAINST FLAKING,
PEELING OF B
BLISTERING"

J - - “
%

B\\|1////1/77

VNV s

VEY | e

‘ ' | B\ack Hole

M

- wattyl ,;

WO |

Hardware

“See us for a range of
exterior and interior
paints, brushes and

painting accessories”

SEE MORE AT
www.readbros.co.nz

308 Pollen St, Thames

0'7 868 6608

O 6:15am 6:10pm O 6:14am 6:11pm

O 6:12am 6:12pm

Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
Sep 17 Sep 18 Sep 19 Sep 20 Sep 21 Sep 22 Sep 23
4,2M 6 NOON 6 pm|am 6 NOON 6 pm{am 6 NOON 6 pm{am 6 NOON 6 pm|am 6 NOON 6 pm|am 6 NOON 6 pm|am 6 NOON 6 pm
3
2
1
0
Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon Morning Afternoon
2:29am 3.1 3:12pm 3.1 | 3:38am 3.0 4:20pm 3.2 | 4:47am 3.0 5:18pm 3.2 | 5:48am 3.1 6:08pm 3.3 |12:21am 0.7 12:38pm 0.6 | 1:05am 0.6 1:19pm 0.6 | 1:45am 0.6 1:58pm 0.6
8:41am 0.8 9:31pm 0.9 | 9:53am 0.8 10:36pm 0.9 |10:58am 0.8 11:32pm 0.8 [11:52am 0.7 6:40am 3.2 6:53pm 3.4 | 7:25am 3.3 7:34pm 3.4 | 8:06am 3.4 8:14pm 3.4

O 6:11am 6:13pm

O 6:09am 6:13pm

O 6:08am 6:14pm O 6:06am 6:15pm

Best At Best At Best At Best At Best At Best At Best At
% 8:24am % 9:18am @ 10:07am @ 10:52am % 11:35am % 12:16pm % 12:36am
8:52pm 9:43pm 10:30pm 11:14pm 11:56pm 12:56pm
New Moon
0 Rise 3:41am 0 Rise 4:21am Q Rise 4:53am G Rise 5:20am O Rise 5:44am . Rise 6:06am C Rise 6:28am
Set 1:14pm Set 2:23pm Set 3:30pm Set 4:34pm Set 5:36pm Set 6:36pm Set 7:37pm
*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by Oceanfun Publishing Ltd. MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES | PLACE by HiGH . Low
www.tidewiz.com www.tidespy.com  www.ofu.co.nz ' To determine tide times at the following Cor.qmandel -0 04 0 04
New Moon First Quarter Full Moon Last Quarter places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given | Whitianga -0 ot -0 05
time difference from the Thames times J\Iar;rua ; + 8 (1)2 +8 gj‘%
- o ; i angamata - -
I Good Fishing L<Fair Fishing < Not So Good || listed in the calendar. WaihigBeach 0 12 0 12




www.valleyprofile.co.nz

September 16, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 03

50 years of motorsport and savmg lives

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

G_lt‘)ant Hirst never intended to
ecome a paramedic.

The then-25-year-old had taken
a day off work to see a movie, and
happened to park outside a St
John building in Auckland. They
were hiring, and he popped in for
alook out of curiosity.

“Then I got a phone call: ‘Can
you be at [the station] on Mon-
day?’ ‘Oh, yeah, what’s that for, a
medical or something?” ‘No, no,
that's when the training course
starts’,” he said. “That’s the way it
was those days.”

That was in 1975. On August 30
this year, Grant was awarded his
50-year gold service medal for ul-
tra-long service at Thames’ Hato
Hone St John service awards cere-
mony. The accolade is reserved for
the organisation’s longest-serving
and most dedicated members.

Grant has served in a multitude
of roles at St John over the years
- Pukekohe station manager, area
committee, events officer, Central
East events operations support of-
ficer and paramedic, national mo-
torsport team leader, and health
shuttle driver. In 2002 he was also
admitted to the Order of St John,
where he currently holds the title
of Commander.

Grant has seen a lot of changes
in his half-century with St John.

“When I first started, it was,
‘here’s your keys’... My first shift
on the road was the 11pm-7am
night shift that I rode single crew,”
he said.

“So, straight out of training
school, wet behind the ears and

Grant Hirst, front left, with the motorsport medical team at the Supercars raIIy in Pukekohe in 2022. Photo: SUPPLIED

you're working by yourself in the
truck. I'm pleased those sort of
things don’t happen today.”

Throughout Grant’s many roles
in St John, one constant has been
his love of motorsport. Working in
the organisation gave him the op-
portunity to combine his passion
with his career.

Grant would regularly give up
his weekends to volunteer as an
on-site first aid responder at mo-
torsport events across the country.

“I was working at Pukekohe one
day and there was a big crash... I
saig, I've got to do this better,” he
said.

“I talked to the chief ambulance
officer about [forming] a specialist
team in motorsport. And he gave
me the okay to call for a meeting
and see who would be interested.”

This was the late 9os, and in
2000 the motorsport medical
team was made official. All their
training was done on their own
time; their time at events was still
volunteered. But the team was
well-recognised as being very good
at what they did, Grant said.

In 2019 he took on a full-time
role as the national motorsport
team leader, and advocated hard
for his team. By the time Covid-19

was over, his team was getting
paid for attending most events.

It had been really special work-
ing in events, he said. “Motor-
sports was very good to me.”

It’s not just events work that’s
kept Grant in St John over the
years, though.

For him, the main reason to
stay was the people - both his col-
leagues, and the wider community
they served. “The people that work
with St John’s are friggin’ amaz-
ing. Especially in the early days
when I started, everybody knew
everybody,” he said.

“But the biggest impact is the

Grant recently received his medal.

[patients] that you work with.
It’s not the big headline-grabbing
things that get you. It’s turning up
in the middle of the night because
Granny slipped going to the loo
and can’t get back up off the floor.

“And you sit there and you make
her a cup of tea and she gets you
the scone that she made the day
before and stuff like that.”

It was a privilege to be let into
people’s lives during their most
vulnerable moments, he said.

“You have to turn up in the mid-
dle of the day or the middle of the
night to their private address and
they’re actually inviting you into
their property, you know?”

Grant left St John in November,
2024. But now, 50 years after his
time with St John began, he’s still
involved with the organisation as
a volunteer health shuttle driver.

“I still do my bit... T think [the
shuttle’s] a pretty cool service,” he
said. “It’s been a pretty cool life.
Some really good stories, some
bad stories, but there’s been more
ups than downs. I've met some re-
ally nice people.”
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Waihi
290 Woodlands Road

A Lifestyle Above the Ordinary

Perched gracefully on an elevated site within 7.4
hectares (approx.) of rolling countryside, this 228sqm
residence embodies luxury living in its most serene
form. Designed with a flawless balance of comfort,
Ifillm_cEItionality, and elegance.

Z ] eves.co.nz/ewal4580

Exceptional. Every day.

slem > G 1125 6@ =

Auction Thurs 9 Oct, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

Waihi
451 Woodlands Road

The Horizon Is Yours

This stunning lifestyle property offers a front-row seat
to some of the most breathtaking sunrises you'll ever
experience. Open plan living, dining and kitchen, the
home spans two levels with three bedrooms plus office
l%r r%edia room. Being sold Plus GST, (if any)

;3- ; eves.co.nz/ewa20629

i

© eves.conz

sl > G 1125 1@

Auction Thurs 9 Oct, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment

Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lestermullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
40 Evans Street

Bring Offers, First Home or Invest

This cute three-bedroom one-bathroom cottage could
benefit from a few upgrades and renovations. The
spacious living room has a cosy fireplace, a dedicated
dining room, and a functional kitchen. Get stuck in and
Ee%the reward. Call Dynasty to view.

E&E eves.conz/ewal9851

New Listing

Waihi 5B Thomas Place

3l g Gy 1025 1 (@)

Asking Price $479,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
117 Bulltown Road

Family Home with Room to Grow

Positioned on 4044 sgm (approx.) with well-established
grounds and gardens. The main dwelling features three
spacious bedrooms and a family bathroom. The open-
plan lounge has a fireplace, a heat pump, and a heat
trar|1$fer. Plus an additional studio with a bathroom.

& 4 eves.co.nz/ewal9638

Room for the Tools & Room for the Kids

A solid home in an elevated position, offering functionality and space for everyone to share. Set on a generous 919 sqm
(approx.) fully fenced section, this property has ample room for kids, pets, and fun in the sun with plenty of space for
gardens, and even a trampoline. The spacious living room is warm with a cosy fireplace, perfect for family movie nights
or evenings spent in. The sliding doors open to a deck that overlooks the front yard. A functional kitchen and dining

e

M

A1

sl o G 125 2 (@)

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

sl G 12 2 [@

Asking Price $685,000

Dynasty Holtz
022 124 1186

make meal prep easy and lead out to a covered back porch entrance with ramp access. Three comfortable bedrooms,
one bathroom with a shower, bath, and vanity, a separate toilet, and great storage throughout. Downstairs. You'll find
even more to love with internal access stairs to a large basement garage/workshop and rumpus room.

EE
|-z| eves.co.nz/ewa20626

vrad-id

View by appointment

dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Mayoral hopetuls a no-show as election nears

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

t was a packed house at Paeroa

Rugby Club for the Meet the Candi-
dates public meeting on September
10 - except at the table on stage.

At the meeting, which was hosted
by Paeroa Lions, incumbent Hauraki
Mayor Toby Adams sat alone in the
spot reserved for the mayoral candi-
dates. His opponents, first-time can-
didates Levi Burton and Roman Jack-
son, did not turn up, leaving Adams
to hold the floor unchallenged.

The scene was to repeat at the
Ngatea ward’s meeting, hosted by
the Hauraki Plains Community Hub
at the Hauraki RSA on September 11.

Organisers from both events said
they had reached out multiple times
with invites, but did not receive a re-
sponse from either man.

Burton addressed his decision not
to attend on social media, saying, “I
did not agree to attend this meeting.
Rather, | chose to spend my time out
in the community listening to rate
payers and finding real solutions”.

Adams was cheerful about his lack
of competition at the Paeroa event,
and praised the candidates who did
attend. “It’s not an easy task putting
yourself out in front of everybody,
and once you get to the council table,
you realise just how hard it is when
you get all sorts of those names
called at you, which | get frequently,”
he said. “Everybody thinks that the
Mayor’s got this massive axe that
they can just come in there and swing
and make all these decisions.”

Adams is seeking a third term as
Mayor. He was comfortable at the
mic, beginning his speech with a run-
down of his achievements to date
and preemptively addressing contro-

versial topics like the council’s heavy
spending on water infrastructure.

“We get criticised because we've
got debt, but we’ve been investing in
our waters and wastewater network.
Most of our water drinking plants are
up to standard... our Waihi wastewa-
ter plant is fully compliant and up to
scratch, and we're investing $40 mil-
lion here in Paeroa,” Adams said.

“We [the council] make decisions
based on what is right for our com-
munity, not what’s going to get [us]
voted in or voted out.”

He was also eager to engage di-
rectly with the crowd, encouraging
questions. “Somebody ask me about
rates,” he said. “l want to give some
interesting facts about rates.”

The other speakers in Paeroa were
more subdued, but still had plenty to

Paeroa ward candidates from left, Jo, Paul, Grant, Michelle. RIGHT: Incumbent Mayor Toby Adams. ALICE PARMINTER

say. Paeroa general ward candidates
Michael Aitken, Michelle Magnus,
and incumbents Paul Milner and Jo
Tilsley spoke for five minutes each
before fielding questions from the
crowd. Many of the questions re-
volved around council spending, with
voters wanting to know candidates’
opinions on “nice to haves” versus
necessary spending.

Aitken and Tilsley emphasised the
community’s role in deciding what
was necessary. “It doesn’t matter
what | think personally, because |
don’t sit in chambers to represent
myself... [feedback and] consultation
feeds into our decision-making,” Tils-
ley said, while Aitken commented,
“it is important that we do look very
carefully at the services that we offer
to make sure that all members of the

community are being serviced”.

“[Swimming pools, libraries and
sports fields] are the things that
makes our community a great place
to live,” Milner said.

“We have basic core services that
fits our community and is affordable.
The reason such big rates increases
have come is the cost of compliance
with water and wastewater.”

Magnus, meanwhile, was directly
challenged with questions asking
what she considered to be council
“vanity projects”. She pointed to the
Placemaking initiative on improv-
ing the town centres, along with up-
grades to Paeroa’s Railway Reserve,
and planned murals on Wharf St.

“Until we can keep our rates under
control, let’s just put a hold on it.”

Milner told the audience the Place-

making initiative was mostly funded
by separate government funding. In-
cumbent candidate Rino Wilkinson
was unable to attend due to illness.

Meanwhile, Plains general ward
candidates Cynthia Bates, Andrew
Pickford, and incumbents Ray Broad,
Stephen Crooymans and Neil Gray
took their turns at the mic in Ngatea,
to an equally crowded house.

Both events also heard from the
Waikato Regional Council candidates.
The five candidates, Lindsay Algra,
Walt Cavendish, Keith Holmes, Julie
Taylor and incumbent Robert Cook-
son, are contesting two seats in the
Waihou ward. Taylor was unable to
attend the Paeroa meeting, while
Holmes was absent for the Ngatea
meeting.

A third public meeting, hosted by
Grey Power Waihi, is scheduled for
September 26. It will feature the can-
didates for the Waihi general ward,
regional council and mayoral seats.

There are four Hauraki councillor
vacancies in the Plains ward, three
in Paeroa and four in Waihi. Voting
closes on October 11 at noon.
DETAILS: Waihi Meet the Candi-

dates, September .
26, 9.30am, Waihi Jaurnnlia
Baptist Church. ST Y

o

Long Single

RRP $3799

RRP $5899
Price Includes M5 adjustable base and S2 pillow top mattress

FREE delivery in Thames, Coromandel,
Whitianga and Hauraki Plains

RRP $4499

RRP $8299

OFJOIEF

ADJUSTABLE
BEDS

NOW
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$2359

NOW
$1799

NOW
$3319

FREE set up
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It’s a small village, but
that’s the beauty.ofit.” 3

Libin Baby and-a-Ohinemuri resident out for a stroll.

When you sit down with Libin Baby, the Village Manager at
Ohinemuri Village in Paeroa, you quickly understand why
people here speak so fondly of the place. He has cared for
the village for more than eight years and says the appeal
comes down to three simple things: quiet, affordability, and
community.

This village has been part of Paeroa for over 35 years,
Libin reflects. Many of our residents, or their families,
helped build it through fundraising, volunteering or
lending equipment. That history still lives here. You feel
it in the way neighbours look out for one another.

Every day begins the same way: a walk through the
community centre, a chat in the car park, a glance at the
garden requests book. “It’s not about having an office,” he
explains. “It’s about being seen. If someone wants to talk, they
can.”

The rhythm of village life is gentle but connected. Residents
enjoy Friday happy hours, the occasional line dancing class,
or gathering to watch a game together on the big screen. “It’s
relaxed,” Libin says. “Not busy or overwhelming. Just enough
to feel connected.”

He leans forward slightly. “People
are often surprised by the
affordability. We meet all
v the same standards as
bigger villages, but our
"\l!l price point is very
competitive. That’s
Fomm—. one of the reasons
' people travel from
out of town to
see us.”

What truly sets
Ohinemuri
apart, he
explains, is its
scale.

Interiors digitally staged.

“Most providers have a big
village with a small care
centre. We're the opposite,
only eight villas, with a
large care centre beside
them. That balance
means independence

with peace of mind.”

For one fortunate new
resident, there’s now
a rare chance to join
this community. When
conversation turns to
the vacant villa, Libin’s
expression brightens.

“This one’s special. It’s fully qtl'km J
refurbished, new floors, walls,

wardrobes. It even has a dedicated

mobility scooter park and charger tucked around the back.
And the view out across Paeroa, it’s pretty hard to beat. People
walk in and say, ‘I didn’t expect it to feel this light and sunny.”

Yet what matters most, he insists, isn’t the buildings, but how
people feel once they’re here.

What | hear most often from residents is, ‘I should
have made the move sooner.’ They still have their
independence, but with the ease and peace of mind
they didn’t realise they were missing.

And in true Ohinemuri spirit, the invitation isn’t just from Libin.
Residents themselves often show visitors around, eager to
share the life they’ve built.

If you or someone you know is looking for a welcoming, secure

new home, surrounded by good people, call Libin Baby today
on 020 2028 28273.

OCEANIA Bclieve in Better
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Artist finds somethmg poetlc in new exhibit

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Alstep into the world of art was
inevitable for Erica Soman.

The creative from Thames said
her hometown in the 1960s to
70s was “art-centric” and called
herself lucky for the strong art
teachers she had at Thames High
School.

Once she realised that art-mak-
ing engaged an “infinitely broad
range of skills” and intellect, plus
her excitement for knowing she
could go to art school: “I knew
that becoming an artist was my
path”, she told The Profile.

She grew up on land that four
generations of her family lived on,
in a house that had a view over the
Firth of Thames toward Miranda,
she said.

It’s what makes her upcoming
art exhibition in Miranda so sig-
nificant.

Sustain/ing will showcase works
on paper by Erica and fellow art-
ist, friend and Elam School of Fine
Arts lecturer Christine Hellyar at
Miranda Farm Gallery on Sep-
tember 20 to October 13.

It will be a mix of large graphite
botanical drawings and large tis-
sue paper artworks.

“The exhibition also plays trib-
ute to the network that holds us as
artists. Christine Hellyar has been
my lecturer, employer, friend and
beacon of hope since I went to
Elam Art School.

“Christine’s fluid, vibrant yet
delicate, alive yet mysterious
drawings are a part of this show.”

Artist Erica Soman

will show her graphite
botanical drawings and
tissue paper artworks at
Miranda Farm Gallery
from September 20 to
October 13.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Erica said gallery owner An-
nie Wilson had shown Christine’s
work before, as well as that of War-
ren Viscoe, two highlight respected
artists. “Sadly Warren Viscoe is no
longer with us but I vividly recall
his works shown at Miranda Farm
Gallery.”

The artist said there was “some-
thing poetic” about showing her

works in the landscape she used to
draw so often.

“I have been working on an on-
going series of botanical drawings
based on the seasonal blooms of
my garden since 2019.

“The blooms I focus on are grown
with love in my own sprawling,
vintage seaside garden on a tidal
estuary,” she said.

Her drawings pay tribute to the
persistence of nature in the face
of humanities disconnect from
Earth, she said.

“These works are either in graph-
ite on large sheets of Hahnemuhle
paper or made with tissue paper,
which I cut to form geometries
and then carefully glue together,
followed by working on top with

watercolours and ink.

There’s one thing Erica hopes
1;;eople will take away from the ex-

ibition: “Plants give so much to
this planet, to our towns, and to
our neighbourhoods to our ecol-
ogy.
“These works honour the biolog-
ical role of a flower in our continu-
ation as a species,” she said.

“I' hope that these works contrib-
ute to an awareness of the gener-
osity of the biological.”

Something Erica highlighted
was that “artists do not make work
in isolation”.

“For this show I wanted to ac-
knowledge that concept, and spe-
cifically acknowledge Christine
Hellyar’s support. She has worked
with Annie and myself to release
a number of her drawings for the
exhibition.

“There are areas of crossover in
our artworks, as well as areas of
difference. Both have a core dedi-
cation to the botanic world, its
mysteries, science and import.”

After Sustain/ing, Erica plans
to head to the Garden Festival in
Taranaki, where she will show
work with contemporary New
Zealand artists Karl Maughan and
Jeff Thomson.

“I'm really looking forward to
showing botanic-themed works
in the context of a large country
homestead and garden.”

DETAILS: Sustain/ing is open to the
public from September 20 to October
13 at Miranda Farm Gallery, 1107
Miranda Road, Miranda. Phone 021
0256 7264 to find out viewing times.

Ph:{07/868F3 1428 www!leftbanktheatre¥co'nz

Movies from Thursday 18 September to Wednesday 24 September
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.
Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale (123 mins) PG. The cinematic return of the global phenomenon,
the Crawley family and their staff enter the 1930s. As the beloved cast of characters navigates how

to lead Downton Abbey into the future, they must embrace change and welcome a new chapter.
David Gilmour Live at the Circus Maximus, Rome (150 mins) The film of David Gilmour’s 2024

=fIRTwakino

Eniries close 1118 of Bciober 2025:
RN W

Special open cabegory ‘25" to mask 25yoars

LULE R pianlmpininy

659 Rollen St1 Thames

,.".l .r.l ..

i |h"I-. -

.

Blushing Tea
New Instore.
Deli platter condiments

Chutneys & Pickles.

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586
christinesgiftshop@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

I

VOTE
GREG
HAMPTON

return to Rome’s historic Circus Maximus as part of the Luck and Strange tour. Blends solo tracks from David’s
most recent album including Between Two Points with Romany Gilmour as well as classic Pink Floyd anthems.
The Roses (105 mins) R16. Life seems easy for picture-perfect couple lvy (Olivia Colman) and Theo
(Benedict Cumberbatch): successful careers, a loving marriage, great kids. But beneath the fagade of
their supposed ideal life, a storm is brewing. A reimagining of the 1989 classic film The War of the Roses.
Grace A Prayer for Peace (95 mins) E. A portrait of one of Aotearoa’s greatest living artists (Dame
Robin White) by one of our greatest documentary filmmakers (Gaylene Preston). Something special.

The Bad Guys 2 (104 mins) PG. The Bad Guys are struggling to find trust and acceptance in their
newly minted lives as Good Guys, when they are pulled out of retirement and forced to do ‘one last job’.
Gabby’s Dollhouse (98 mins) G. Gabby and Grandma Gigi’s road trip takes an unexpected turn
when Gabby’s prized dollhouse ends up with eccentric cat lady Vera. Gabby embarks on an
adventure to reunite the Gabby Cats and retrieve her beloved dollhouse before it’s too late.

NEW NEXT WEEK: KANGAROO, a heart-warming family comedy with orphaned joeys in the beautiful
Outback, and PRIME MINISTER - behind the scenes of the work and private life of Dame Jacinda Ardern.

FOR THAMES
COUNCIL

“I'm hera to dalver what matters to you = & Thames whara
opportunity, sfferdability, snd Iveability
go hand in hopd™
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taff and residents at Oh-

inemuri Care and Village
have once again shown just
how big their hearts are — and
this time, they did it in their
pyjamas.

In true winter spirit, the
team held a special Pyjama
Day to support the Jammies in
June campaign. It wasn’t just
the staff who joined in but the
residents also dressed down
for comfort.

While staff led the way with
the biggest contribution, resi-
dents and their whanau also
gave generously.

Together, they donated 75
pairs of brand-new pyjamas,
ranging from newborn sizes to
options for older tamariki.

Nathalie Visser, who started
the Jammies in June cam-
paign in the Hauraki District
in 2023, said the Ohinemuri
team “managed to outdo
themselves” each year.

“It’s no surprise when you
see the aroha they pour into
their daily care. Their warmth
doesn’t stop at the door — it’s
radiating into the wider com-
munity.”

This year, all collected
pyjamas were handed over
to the Hauraki Maori Trust
Board, who distribute them
through their Family Start
and Social Workers in Schools
programmes, ensuring these
warm gifts go straight to the
tamariki who need them most.

Nathalie said this year the
campaign took on a life of its
own. “While I anticipated run-
ning this year’s campaign on a

Wrapping up winter with aroha

b

much smaller scale due to oth-
er commitments, I was blown
away when donations started
rolling in. It’s really heart-
warming to receive these kind
donations from members of
the public, without even being
asked — thank you to everyone
who made it happen and to
Ohinemuri Care and Village,
what a stand-out effort.”

This is the third year Nath-
alie’s Jammies in June has
warmed up tamariki across
the Hauraki district whose
whanau may be facing a tough
winter, and she has 2026 firm-
ly in her sights.

“It doesn’t take much to
make a big impact — just kind-
ness, community, and a pair of
jammies,” Nathalie said.

Ohinemuri Care and Village staff and residents with their stack of donated jammies.
E==x

Photo: SUPPLIED

Youth work moves
to Thrive Trust

Thames Baptist Community Min-
istries has announced a structural
change that will see it split into
two separate trusts at the end of
the month.

Its current youth work will tran-
sition to a new entity called Thrive
Trust, while the existing organisa-
tion will continue under the name
Living Well Trust.

“Over the last five years, our
youth work has thrived under the
umbrella of the Thames Baptist
Community Ministries. It’s been
a beautiful partnership,” spokes-
person Michael Wilkes said.

“As both ministries continue to
grow, the demands upon them
also increase, calling us to consid-
er our governance structures. The
aim here is to ensure resources are
focused on enabling each mission
to be equipped with the support
needed to accomplish its purpose.

“To give both the youth work
and the broader ministries space
to flourish, we’ve made a big step
forward. As of the end of this
month, we're officially becoming
two separate trusts.”

Wilkes said day-to-day opera-
tions would remain largely the
same, with the new Thrive Trust
continuing to work from the same
office, share resources, and oper-
ate alongside Living Well Trust.

He said the change was aimed
at creating a clearer vision for
each ministry, establishing spe-
cialised governance focused on
their distinct missions, and im-
proving access to funding to sup-
port long-term impact. “We’re all
genuinely excited for what this
change unlocks,” he said.

DETAILS: To view the new youthwork
website visit www.thrivetrust.co.nz.

GAME{ON

Let’s take things to the

ME XT3
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o
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ALL IDEAS.
ALL VYOICES.
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Bay of Plenty
District Council
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Be part of the
Community
Ideas Forum

Over the next two years we're developing a

Spatial Plan for Waiht Beach-Athenree-

Bowentown,

and we're looking to create a group of passionate

locals to help generate ideas, provide

recommendations and share community

insights along the way.

Whether you have a young whanauw,

a local business or are enjoying your
retirement we're looking for local voices
to join our Community Ideas Forum.

Learn about projects and issues
in your community

Discuss and deliberate with others

Explore trade-offs and practical solutions
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Voters face full field in Thames ward race

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

With only three seats earmarked for
Thames around the council table, the
run for the ward in this year’s local
body elections is hotly contested.

Voters will be weighing up famil-
iar names and fresh faces in the race
for Thames councillor - and they got
a good look at both at the August 30
Meet the Candidates event hosted by
the Thames Business Association.

Sitting councillors Martin Rodley
and Robyn Sinclair are both hoping to
return for a third term, while their col-
league Peter Revell has set his sights
higher, throwing his hat in the ring for
Mayor. Kishan Raikwar, currently sit-
ting on the Thames Community Board,
is now contesting a seat on the council.

The six other candidates are former
council Chief Financial Officer Steve
Baker, Kopu local Scott Bright, Creative
Coromandel chair Fiona Cameron, Car-
son’s Bookstore owner Greg Hampton,
27-year-old electrician Cole McDowell,
and ecology architect Steve Hart, who
is also running for community board
and Mayor. The candidates were
thrown an anonymous question each,
with the most pointed being directed
to Sinclair, in regards to a council meet-
ing held last month.

“Having seen your verbal attack
on the Mayor at the August 5 council
meeting and prior to this, how will you,
in the best interests of the community,
support the elected leader if they are
not the leader of your choice?”

Sinclair took to the podium to say
she did “challenge the accuracy of are-
port that came to council” that day, in
which the mayor’s activities were list-
ed. The Profile watched the recording
of the August 5 meeting; in it, Sinclair
asked that it be noted that incumbent

Mayor Len Salt was “late” to a regional
land transport committee meeting.
She also asked for increased commen-
tary and transparency around his listed
mayoral activities.

Mayor Salt said there were “tech-
nical issues” that delayed him from
joining the committee meeting, and
providing additional commentary
alongside his Mayoral Reports was
unfeasible. “There will be times when
there simply isn’t the time and the ca-
pacity to do that. There are minute tak-
ers for these minutes. The minutes are
fully recorded. There are recordings
online. So, yeah, I'm not convinced
that I'm going to be doing reports on
all of these meetings,” he said. “l sim-
ply don’t have time.”

“With respect,” Sinclair followed,
did email you five weeks ago asking for
an update about something that had
appeared in one of these reports and
I'm still waiting for a response.”

She suggested they discuss the mat-
ter further offline, but Mayor Salt said
because the issue was raised online,
the full picture needed to be heard.

“l spent a good part of that time
in hospital, so I'll get to it when I'm
feeling well enough to do it. But that
needs to be noted,” he said. “If you're
going to make those comments then
also fill out the picture by saying that
the mayor was in hospital at the time.”

Mayor Salt posted a message on so-
cial media on July 27 thanking Thames
and Waikato hospitals for the care he
received during a “cycle” of inpatient
visits between July 1 and 20.

The core of the problem was a com-
bination of hip and spinal issues, but
the incumbent earlier told The Profile
voters could be “absolutely confident”
in his ability to perform the mayoral
role if re-elected.

ul

Robyn Sinclair.

Addressing the audience and the
anonymous question on August 30,
Sinclair assured she could work “with
anyone”. “l am very happy to work
with a wide range of different elected
members, and you can look at the two
councils that I've worked quite suc-
cessfully on for the last two terms and
see a wide range of political and per-
sonal views,” she said. “I think | have
very good relationships with almost
everybody on council at the moment
and extremely good relationships
within the community board.”

Meanwhile, other candidates field-
ed questions on sporting facilities,
the new Thames Pool, and arts and
culture - with a minor detour as a cou-
ple weighed in on whether Thames
should indeed be called a ‘gateway’.

“| feel | struck a nerve on the gate-
way thing,” McDowell said with a
laugh near the meeting’s end. He was
earlier asked if he believed Thames
needed to be “the strong economic
hub of the Coromandel”.

He answered: “A way we could po-
tentially grow economic growth for
Thames as a region is focusing more
on being the gateway for the Coro-

mandel, and this would then help the
rest of the Peninsula as well. So doing
simple things like making it super easy
to get off the main road, get fuel, get
groceries, get all your bits and bobs
while you're on your way to your holi-
day destination.”

In his final pitch to the crowd, cur-
rent councillor Martin Rodley said
he thought “we had put the whole
‘Thames being the gateway thing’ to
bed”.

“We did a lot of work with Explore
Thames with some recovery money
from central government, and | feel
that we've really boosted the offering
and the awareness of Thames actu-
ally being a destination, not a gateway.
Please stop calling it a gateway.”

Fiona Cameron was asked how
her three decades of arts and busi-
ness background would be beneficial
around the council table.

“I'm really proud of the work I've
done in my life. 'm proud of what I can
take to the council,” she said. “If I'm
on that council table, | will bring my
business experience. I'll bring my con-
nections and those creative industries
with me, which is a huge part of who
we are here in Hauraki-Coromandel.”

Bookshop owner Greg Hampton
was asked how he would progress up-
grades of Pollen Street while mitigat-
ing disruption to businesses.

He replied that any work should be
done in stages, block by block, and in
the off-season “between April and Au-
gust”.

“Our community is on a knife-edge
economically. You walk down the main
street now and we've got a dozen or
more empty shops and a lot of busi-
nesses are walking a very tight line.

“We need to support local busi-
nesses. We need to buy local. We need

to circulate our money within the dis-
trict”

Scott Bright was asked: ‘What im-
provements to the natural environ-
ment would you support council to
do?’ Bright, who in his candidate pro-
file said he'd had 43 years in business
across food production, mechanical,
and construction, said he believed
everybody had a responsibility to be
environmentally friendly.

“I would support - and I'd expect -
the council to do everything that’s nec-
essary to look after our environment.”

Former council chief financial officer
Steve Baker was quizzed on his focus
for sporting facilities in the Thames
area, to which he recalled a “prec-
edent” being set when Whitianga was
building a sports ground and asked the
rest of the district to help pay for it.

“We put a very firm message back
to Whitianga: it is your sports stadium,
you will pay for it. I'm pretty sure Whi-
tianga will remember that conversa-
tion,” he said, “so our pool will be our
cost. We just need to pick one we can
afford.”

Steve Hart is covering all bases in
this year’s local elections, standing
for mayor, councillor, and community
board member. He wasn’t directed a
pre-composed question during the
councillor stand-up, so asked the au-
dience one in return: ‘How can we
[Thames] stay alive?’

Gastronomics Restaurant owner
Kishan Raikwar was pressed about his
tenure on the community board, but
his closing address to the crowd per-
haps best captured what voters looked
for in a candidate.

He said he was not a rocket scien-
tist. “Just a nor- TR
mal person with Jourmalism

=

common sense.” <% ™

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
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Splrlted spook causes great exmtement fear

As part of a Valley Proﬁ/e series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1893

t Turua, a ghost was at
arge causing great excite-
ment.

The spirited spook was seen
jumping fences, swimming in
rivers, and heard knocking at
doors and windows.

Nervous women and chil-
dren, and men too, were very
frightened. All attempts to cap-
ture the phantom had proved
futile. In days of yore the local
parson would have been called
upon to exorcise the spirit. In
these more sceptical times the
spirit would be pulled up be-
fore a magistrate and fined,
with seven day’s gaol as an al-
ternative.

Meanwhile, an excursion to
Miranda promised to be a big
success and tickets sold smart-
ly. Many excursionists were
anticipating a dip in the hot
springs, believing that great
good would result from the wa-
ters. The trip was recommend-
ed for several reasons. First it

A ‘ghost’ W|th wmgs and sprmgs on its feet shock a couple of concert goers.

was a short voyage, secondly,
11 hours could be spent in the
interesting district; thirdly, the
medicinal properties of the hot
springs were unrivalled; fourth-
ly, sports and horse races could
be watched, and fifthly, those
interested in coal mining could
view some of the vast seams of
coal found there; sixthly, the
landing was a good wharf and
there would be no getting stuck
in mud, and lastly excursion-

ists would return to their own
homes by gpm to sleep soundly
and well.

At Waihi, a gale would long
be remembered as one the
roughest and wettest ever ex-
perienced. All day there was a
continuous downpour of rain,
but in the evening a hard wind
from the east moved in and
drove the rain along in perfect
sheets of foam. About midnight
the gale culminated in a terrific

squall of wind and rain, which
lasted an hour. Chimneys were
blown down, sheets of iron
stripped off roofs, houses shift-
ed from their foundations, with
one or two blown over, while
fences and outhouses were lev-
elled to the ground. Two ladies
in a spider buggy sheltered in
some stables, the wind and rain
being so bad that they dared
not venture out all night. They
remained there until daylight
shivering in their wet clothes,
as they could only cover them-
selves with some corn sacks.

The gale also saw off a plague
of caterpillars at Waihi, the ar-
rival of which had puzzled resi-
dents as there was nothing for
them to eat but stunted fern
and quartz boulders. After the
gale they departed to places
unknown.

Meanwhile at Paeroa a young
lad, aged 10, having got tired of
rural existence, saved up his
money, and boarded a steam-
er bound for Auckland in order
to see life. The amused captain
took the boy’s pound note for
passage money and held on
to it, cutting off his financial
resources. On reaching Auck-
land the captain communi-
cated with the police, and tel-
egraphed the boy’s father.

Acting-Detective Mahon put
the boy on a steamer, and sent
him back home again. The lad
was very much disgusted, as he
had planned on having a good
time.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. Which planet in our solar sys-
tem is known as the Red Planet?
2. What type of pastry is used in a
croissant?

3. What is the national sport of
Japan?

4. Doha is the capital city of which
Middle East country?

5. Bluebell Madonna Halliwell is
the daughter of which former girl
group member?

6. Which of these countries is the
only northern hemisphere team
to win a Rugby World Cup Cham-
pionship? a) England, b) France,
or c) Wales?

7. Who was the New Zealand
Prime Minister at the time of the
9/11 terrorist attacks? a) Dame
Jenny Shipley, b) Helen Clark, or c)
Sir John Key?

8. Petals on the flowers of citrus
plants are which colour? a) Blue,
b) white, or c) yellow?

9. As outlined in the Valley Pro-
file’s September 9 edition, which
town recently celebrated the 30
year anniversary of its Saturday
market? a) Paeroa, b) Thames, or
c) Waihi?

10. What is the name of the
French meringue-based confec-
tion in the photo below?
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ames Autos

R.MMT.

wwar- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
-!-!- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Holden Commodore SV6

Auto, Fully Optioned on 20’s

$15,990
2002 BMW 320i

Auto, 6 Cyl, Low Kms, Alloys, T-Bar,
BEST AVAILABLE

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2012 VW Touran

Auto, Turbo, 7 Seat, Alloys, Low Kms

2005 Toyota Highlander

V6 Auto, AWD, T-Bar
Well Maintained

2010 BMW 135i

Auto, Turbo Coupe, Top Spec

2005 Nissan Fuga
Auto 3.5 V6, Top Spec & Condition

8,990

Auto Turbo, Low 55km, One Owner

2017 Holden Trax

BE QUICK

$15,990
2005 Kia Sorento

Auto, 4WD, Diesel, Low Kms

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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‘Leaf’ your mark at
community planting day

The Te Mata Reserve at Waihi Beach

is being brought back to life with thou-
sands of native plants, and Western Bay
of Plenty District Council is inviting
people to get involved at a Community
Planting Day this Saturday.

More than 19,000 plants, including
kahikatea, puriri, ti kouka (cabbage
trees), harakeke (flaxes) and carex spe-
cies are being planted as part of a wider
restoration effort to improve stream
health and replace vegetation removed
during earlier erosion protection works.

Weed control and site preparation
was carried out in July, including re-
shaping streambanks, and planting be-
gan last month.

“This restoration work will help pro-
tect the steam, improve local biodiver-

sity and create a more natural space

for the community to enjoy,” council’s
Water Services Project Engineer Divesh
Sami said.

“The Community Planting Day is an
opportunity for locals to come together,
roll up their sleeves and contribute to
the long-term care of Te Mata Reserve.
It’s a chance to give back, enjoy the out-
doors and make a positive difference to
the place where you live.”

DETAILS: Te Mata Reserve Community
Planting Day (with a bite to eat after-
wards), this Saturday, September 20,
10am-12pm. Meet at Te Mata Reserve, in
the car park accessed between 6 and 10
Hillview Road, Waihi Beach. Bring a wa-
ter bottle, a warm layer, decent shoes, a
spade and some gloves.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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Muster to provid

The annual Matuku Muster has returned
for its second year, and it’s set to provide
more valuable insights into one of New
Zealand’s most elusive wetland birds —
the critically threatened bittern (matuku-
hurepo or kautuku).

This year’s muster coincides with the re-
cent launch of DOC’s Always Be Naturing
campaign — during Conservation Week —
encouraging all New Zealanders to take
action for nature.

A nationwide initiative run by Love Bit-
tern - a charity organisation and commu-
nity group promoting protection of the
matuku-hurepo - the Matuku Muster calls
for volunteers and community groups to
count and observe the cryptic and rare
birds in wetlands across New Zealand.

There are estimated to be less than 1000
matuku-harepo nationally.

The particular focus is listening for
the distinctive booming sound made by
males. The muster helps identify and ad-
dress gaps in the known matuku-hiirepo
environment and how the birds use those
spaces.

DOC Science Advisor Harry Caley says
the contribution of volunteers involved in
the first muster provided valuable data on
the matuku-hiirepo population.

“The first Matuku Muster helped us un-
derstand more about the shape of matuku-
harepo populations and how they use their
wetland habitats so we can help keep their
homes healthy, and so they’ve got space to
thrive,” he said.

“We want matuku-hiirepo populations
to shift towards and beyond not being
threatened by making sure their wetlands
are healthy now and into the future.”

Last year more than 500 volunteers
across New Zealand counted 223 male
birds at 462 sites. Finding females re-
quires an entirely separate method still

e i ¥ yonalei T
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Matuku in flight.

Photo: VANESSA KENNARD

being developed by researchers. However,
they can sometimes be seen paired flying
with males at sites across the country dur-
ing the Muster.

“The muster is a way people can take
action for nature. With more people in-
volved we can reach more wetlands, count
more birds and protect wetlands into the
future - not just for bittern but for the ani-
mals that call them home.

“The previous Matuku Muster data
helped us identify and address gaps in
the known matuku-htrepo environment,”
Harry said. “Our aim is for the species to
survive in locations for several generations
by providing optimal matuku-hiirepo hab-
itats within each wetland network, main-
taining those sites indefinitely, and adding
or enhancing addition/enhancement of
new sites for the birds.”

Harry said repeating observations of
matuku-htrepo at sites also meant sci-
entists could model the birds’ abundance
and determine their population status.

The first Matuku Muster revealed knowl-
edge of the birds is more widespread than
anticipated. Many matuku-hiirepo habi-
tats observations are not on land managed
by DOC.

DETAILS: More info www.lovebittern.com/
thegreatmatukumuster

SERVICING THE AREA -
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

AWw.rotorwork.co.nz

SPECIALISING IM: SCEMIC -

Quarrymen and Contractors

CHARTER = ADVENTURE :"

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ |

WE’'RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

With local quarries

nearby we can offer

competitive pricing
and delivery.

70

YEARS

0800 10 87 27
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Rural

Life

Hayward Farm lessons in the field

Hannah van der Struy, left, and Tamzin Forsyth-Lees round up the cattle to be weighed.

U27-4 EXCAVATOR

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

It’s not often I need to wear gumboots for
an interview.

That’s because it’s not often I get to visit a
school that operates its classes on a farm.

Hauraki Plains College is the exception,
and the classroom in question is Hayward
Farm. The sun is out on August 21 as I drive
down Kaihere Rd.

Dozens of students, some in overalls and
gumboots, scatter along the 300 metre
stretch of riverbank footpath from the col-
lege to the Hayward Farm entrance.

The farm was purchased by the Haura-
kian Charitable Trust in 2018.

The trust was created in 2004 by a group
of past students from Ngatea District High
School and Hauraki Plains College, with a
purpose to provide additional resourcing
and opportunities to strengthen the educa-
tional, social and wellbeing outcomes for
young people of Hauraki Plains College and
the community. The farm was subdivided
and 8.8 hectares was left for Hauraki Plains
College to teach agriculture and horticul-
ture to its students.

As I turn right into the farm’s entrance
one thing is clear to me: this is not a regular
farm.

Students bound down the driveway ready
for the final block of the day.

Teacher in charge Primary ITO (Industry
Training Organisation) Ag/Hort Trades
Academy and Agriscience Bronwyn Dyer
greets me as we walk to the clearing, where
I can see different sections of the farm.

There’s a fruit orchard, chickens, stock-
yard, old milking shed, big barn, native
trees, and a swarm of students ready to get
to work.

Bronwyn tells The Profile the point of
Hayward Farm is to teach students skills

b TERT L:_;‘?

that can be transferable to either an agricul-
ture or horticulture environment, whether
it’s on a farm or used to support people in
the primary sector.

The New Zealand economy is “crying out”
for young people to work in these areas,
Bronwyn says, so the farm helps inspire
and pique that interest for students.

“It is also a place to give students a
chance to learn something that they may
never have had the chance to do without
the farm.”

All the students gather around us before
they split into clusters at different stations.

We follow a group who are working with
cattle alongside Agriculture teacher and
Primary ITO AgHort trade academy teacher
Brett Harris. The squelch of cow splats be-
neath hooves and students’ gumboots is the
only reminder I need to position myself at
least three feet away from the stockyard.

Students round up the cattle and prepare
them to be weighed.

“They’re very, very good at doing it. They
don’t need a lot of guidance from the teach-
er now because they’ve been doing it for so
long,” Bronwyn says.

Their focus is to measure the animal’s
mass and mean weight, and check how
many kilos it’s gained in the past two
weeks

“They do that to make sure the animals
are putting on weight and they might
separate some that need a little bit of extra
care.

There is currently extra land adjacent
to Hayward Farm which the school uses
to graze 120 dairy replacement Ris (rising
one-year-olds) for the trust’s new farm in
Waitakaruru. The students and teachers
look after the stock from a vulnerable age
until they are ready for mating, she says.

CONTINUED ON P13

* Chelsey Collett drives the trac-

T ) i tor around the orchard.
Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

FINANCE’

FOR 36 MONTHS ACROSS
THE U SERIES RANGE

*This finance offer from Kubota New Zealand Limited is only available to eligible business applicants on loans with a term of up to
36 months. The 1.9% p.a. interest rate is fixed for the term of the loan and is only available with a minimum 10% deposit and applies

to new Kubota U & KX Series products. Credit criteria, fees, terms and conditions apply. The finance offer is valid to 31/10/2025.

Great Deals On Now

The U27-4 is designed to handle the
challenging jobs that are way out of reach

for bigger excavators. The zero-tail swing

lets you travel through and turn smoothly

in tight spaces with ease. Features like a
powerful digging force and easy simultaneous
operation of four functions and more, offer
performance you can truly rely on.

Contact Us Today

Eentral Matnra

60 Orchard West Rd, Ngatea Waikato 3503
07 867 7524
centralmotors.co.nz

e -
~—— PAEROAFARM | |htroductory Special on New Model Husqvarna Lawn Tractors
ij"""'" SERVICES LTD
$5 990 $6 590 $7 590
Ph; 07 862 8263 RRP $6599 - RP $7299 RP $8299
We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &
Irrigation Systems, . K E
! A h TS 216TM TS 218T TS 220TD
Flmuﬂﬂ & hlﬂﬁ{ﬂtlﬂﬁf 21.5hp Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine, 24.5hp Husqgvarna Series V-Twin Engine, 26.2hp Husqgvarna Series V-Twin Engine, 42”
ﬂ.ﬂd- m.r Pl.lmp 51.1.|:|Pl'|£i & 42” Cutting Width, Hydrostatic Transmission 42" Cutting Width, Hydrostatic Transmission Cutting Width, Diff Lock Hydrostatic Transmission
ltlsti]l'al.'lulﬂ. Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager Q CARD
wanatyoucdiroecis |\ MPRFSCOTTS PN ECGERAR <o
ikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai INTEREST
i Mﬁﬂlwd:?:# - F A /4 3 ES5 www.prescottsgarages.co.nz FREE*
0 PaeroaFarmServices *T&Cs apply
We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
EI) CARE We also demonstrate and deliver. 'ﬂﬂErPﬂ‘_ﬁ:P
5 YEAR gﬁmnff’pmfee"maﬁ@?‘%mr sl Visit husgvarna.com today Available on Husgvarna purchases
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Students vaccinate, apply zinc
boluses for facial eczema, weigh
them to check their progress and
drench them for worms, she says.

Students also help raise the
school’s 20 mixed age beef steers
to R3 stage, which helps contrib-
ute to the running expenses of
Hayward Farm, she says.

Bronwyn points out that Brett
is also a trained chainsaw tutor
and teaches year 12 and 13 stu-
dents how to operate the piece of
machinery.

“He just had a student that got
a job straight out of school on $45
an hour working with chainsaws.”

It goes without saying, there
is certainly a need for sectioned
areas on the farm. That’s why
students are also equipped with
the skills to build fences - they
learn how to tie fence knots, put
in posts and hang gates.

At the next station, Hayward
Farm manager and Primary In-
dustries assistant Chris de Beer
helps a student tie an end knot,
while others watch and learn until
it’s their turn on the tools. Safety
goggles, concentration and pa-
tience are a must.

When the students graduate
from school, Bronwyn says they’ll
be able to work for a fencer or do
their own farm work.

Next to the fencing students,
another group takes turns learn-
ing how to drive in the two little
orange tractors. One student
carefully maneuvers around the
orchard and loops back for the
next person to have their practice.

We toddle along to the 111)11
orchard by foot and see the next
group of students with horticul-
ture and sustainability teacher

Yotam Kay. The orchard is home
to around 240 fruit trees made
up of stone fruit, pip fruit, citrus,
feijoa and the latest addition:
kiwifruit.

“We have just established a
Gold Kiwifruit orchard thanks to
the kind help from Owen Ruddell,
who gave up his time to help the
school, and KVH [Kiwifruit Vine
Health] who gave us [a] kiwifruit
licence,” Bronwyn says.

The kiwifruit will be used to
teach students how to manage a
small, commercial-style orchard
through the seasons from the es-
tablishment stage.

Students learn how to prune,
thin and harvest all of the trees
in the orchard. It’s something I
get to witness as the students use
secateurs to tend to the lemon
trees.

Four buckets full of the citrus-
bounty will be donated to teach-
ers, students and different depart-
ments to be used for hospitality.

LNl i = = 1 |, o TR
Clockwise from top left: Chris de Beer teaches a student how to tie an end knot; Olivia Taaffe and Abby Cruse thin, prune
and harvest the lemon trees; Bronwyn Dyer, right, and Chris are proud of Hayward Farm.

One thing Yotam says he loves
about being in the orchard is
when students ask if they can eat
the fruit.

“Of course you can have some
fruit. That’s what it’s all about.”

But the farm just keeps on
giving, with more opportunities

Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

everywhere I turn, including mini
projects such as poultry raising,
landscaping and plans for cow-
shed alterations.

One new project in the works
was a market garden. On the oth-
er-side of the orchard boundary
line, near the kiwifruit rows, they

plan to grow a market garden
with vegetables such as potatoes,
cabbages, carrots and pumpkins.

They will be used for hospital-
ity, but also to donate and sell at
cost so students will get to experi-
ence everything from develop-
ment to maintenance to harvest,
Yotam says.

Every year, a soil professional
visits the farm and teaches stu-
dents and teachers how to take
and read a soil test.

“We then make decisions on
what to apply to the orchard,”
Bronwyn says.

“We are working on a no-pesti-
cide spray programme and try to
only use organic type fungicides.

“This year we will trial phero-
mone spirals to find a way to re-
duce the need for insecticides.”

There are also plans to estab-
lish a wetland area for students
to learn about wetland manage-
ment, and also to develop a run-
ning and cycling track around
the farm for outdoor education,
Bronwyn says, where horticulture
students will plant native trees.

I can see her passion for the
subjects and students she teaches.

It’s something that makes this
term a challenge for Bronwyn as
she prepares to leave her role at
Hauraki Plains College at the end
of term three after almost a dec-
ade of service to the school and
students she loves.

Bronwyn will take on a new
role to promote horticulture at
Massey University as the stake-
holder development officer for
horticulture.

“My hope is to encourage peo-
pleto 10013 deeper at the exciting
careers in horticulture with its
many different avenues.”

HAURAKI PLAINS
MOTORS LTD

8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer
¢/w steel tail door, auto gate latch, LED lights

GILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

Large diameter high tensile fork tines, Different length fork tines for easy & quick
engagement, Guide plates & bushes to ensure a snug fit in the cradle,
Strong rolled RHS headstock

11,590

+GST
4 YEAR

WARRANTY

Rear fence, Bearing covers, Front end loader reader (require brackets), Covered
drive shaft to eliminate feed wrapping, Dual latch hooks for stronger headstock
& feeding cradle connection

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

11,200

+GST

UNLX104
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Paeroa Auto Electrical

* Auto Air Conditioning
e Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more
e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

focused on profit and wealth development

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090
Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

SI‘NC LAIR

For Thames Wa rd‘*Counallor

[ okl B . s

I'll work for you AND with you to ensure that Thames is a more resilient, sustainable &

prosperous place for us to live, work and raise our families in.

Contact me on 027 733 7203
Facebook.com/RobynSforThames
-'.1" joiT e, s

I:...-- '-Alﬂhorise-&'by Rdbyn Sinclair Sinclair.thames@gmail.com

PAUL
MILNER

Pasrca Ward Candidate
Haurakl District Council

ENTERTAINIVIENT

Pianist David Selfe
and percussionist
Jeremy Fitzsimons{will
bring Charlie Chaplin
films to life in Thames
next week.

~Photo: SUPPLIED

Silent movies to entertain

The magic of 1920s picture houses where
silent films were brought to life with live
musical accompaniment will be brought to
Thames next week.

Thames Music Group presents Silent
Movies Live at 7pm on September 22 at St
George’s Church.

Pianist David Selfe composes the original
scores, arranged by percussionist Jeremy
Fitzsimons, who performs using a rich ar-
ray of percussion instruments, sound ef-
fects, saw, and ukulele.

Together, they create a vibrant sound-
scape that enhances the emotional depth
and humour of Charlie Chaplin’s timeless
films and bring a fresh and playful energy
to the golden age of cinema.

Featured Charlie Chaplin films will in-
clude The Kid (1921) - a poignant blend of
comedy and drama, this film helped define
the genre of the “dramedy”, and A Dog’s
Life (1918), in which Charlie Chaplin’s
beloved Tramp teams up with a stray dog
named Scraps to survive the hardships of

urban life.

David Selfe is an internationally expe-
rienced pianist, composer, and producer,
who worked for many years as a “keyboard
nocturnalist” in West End shows, is a re-
cording artist for Universal Records, Rajon
Records, Rimu Records, and New Frontier
Records, with music currently streaming
on 82 platforms. He has produced 142
commercial album titles.

Jeremy Fitzsimons is a freelance percus-
sionist based in Thames. He was Principal
Percussionist of Orchestra Wellington and
performs regularly with the NZSO, Auck-
land Philharmonia, and the Pink Floyd
Experience. He has toured extensively
as a marimbist for Chamber Music New
Zealand and is a founding member of both
Strike Percussion and Gareth Farr’s Drum-
drag. He has been a member of the duo
Double Shot since 2015.

DETAILS: Tickets: $20, available from Carson’s
Bookshop (cash only) or cash at the door.
More info: thamesmusicgroup@yahoo.co.nz.

Youth program

o

Hato Hone

StJohn

Our St John youth programmes continue for the year. We have
the Penguin Programme that caters for the 5 to 8 year olds to
introduce these young people into fun and adventure in a
controlled and supervised environment. The Cadet Programme is
for the 8 to 18 year olds and provides a focus on first aid,
healthcare, leadership and general life skills.

Both are popular and aid with increasing community resilience.
> make positive impacts on todays youth

>
>
>
>

developing leadership, life skills and fun
we mentor and coach in life skills

build self-esteem and confidence
provide exciting leadership development

If you have children looking for fun and development, there are
currently some vacancies on each programme.

Youth Leader vacancies

We are also keen to expand our Youth Leadership team to assist
our Youth Divisional Manager run these programmes. If you are
18 years or older and keen to assist, we would like to hear from you.

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

For further information phone Shane Deverill on 021 955 860
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

History made at kids’ rugby league carnival

RUGBY LEAGUE

By ANDREW CONNAUGHTON

aturday marked a special day for

the Hauraki community, as hun-
dreds of kids came together to cel-
ebrate sport, friendship, and create
a little bit of history.

The Hauraki District Rugby
League competition made its long-
awaited return to Ngatea and Wai-
takaruru with a huge carnival day
hosted across two venues — Ngatea
Domain and Hauraki North RFC
grounds, affectionately known as
the Waitakaruru International Sta-
dium.

From the early morning, teams
streamed in from all corners of the
region, with players travelling from
as far as Mercury Bay and Katikati.

In total, more than 50 jun-
ior teams — from Under-5s right
through to Under-15s — took part.

This saw more than 1200 children
lacing up their boots to play rugby
league, supported by more than
1000 enthusiastic whanau, friends,
and community members.

The turnout was so incredible
that Ngatea Domain alone couldn’t
fit everyone. In true community
spirit, Hauraki North RFC opened
their grounds to share the load. In
doing so, history was made — it was
the first time in the club’s proud
120-year history that competitive
rugby league was played at their
ground.

A club spokesperson said they
were proud to support youth sport
in all its forms: “Kids’ sport knows
no code. Whether it’s Union or
League, our focus is on giving young

people the chance to be active and
to belong”.

Both venues were alive with ex-
citement as players ran, tackled, and

scored tries cheered on by family
and friends. The atmosphere was

one ofJoy, pride, and togetherness.
It wasn’t just about sport — it was
about creating memories and build-
ing a stronger community.

Off the field, Ngatea Rugby
League volunteers kept the crowd
well fed, with mussel fritters prov-
ing a runaway hit alongside a fund-
raising cake stall generously stocked
by parents’ home baking. The smell
of food, the sound of cheering, and
the sight of kids running free made
for a truly carnival atmosphere.

For club president Adam Matete,
the day was about more than just
games. “For me, the realisation was
that we had succeeded in creating a
place for the kids to play our sport,”
he said. “The smiles told the story
— hundreds of smiles everywhere.
There were a few tears from the
hard work, but as always, the smiles
shone through. It was a very suc-
cessful day with hundreds of happy
kids.”

Saturday’s carnival was more
than just a one-day event, it was a
milestone for youth rugby league in
the Hauraki District. It highlighted
the passion of volunteers, the gen-
erosity of local clubs, and the power
of sport to bring people together. It
also reminded us that history can be
made not just in big stadiums, but in
local fields when communities step
up for their kids.

As the sun set on a day filled with
laughter, competition, and cama-
raderie, the legacy was clear. The
Ngatea Rugby League carnival day
didn’t just bring sport back to the
community, it proved that the spirit
of the game, and of the people who
love it, is stronger than ever.

AFTERNOONS
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Saturday 20th September at

Woolams Ave, Coromandel
Gates open at 10am
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Thames Valley Under 19 v East Coast Under 19
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We are a reflection of what surrounds us

By MICHAEL WILKES

R}e\cently we
ad a young
mum jump up at
church to say a
heart felt thanks
to her church family.

She had been through some
major health complications
and was feeling absolutely at
the end of her rope. It was too
hard; things were piling up and
she was emotionally wrecked.

It may not be a health issue,
but I am sure you know the
feeling.

And yet on this particular
Sunday, while still nursing the
wounds of recent operations
she jumped up to celebrate
those who had supported her,
both those who knew of her
struggle, and those who simply
reached out because she was on
their ‘heart’, completely una-
ware of her situation.

And it got me thinking about
community and the power of it
when done well.

I have seen people absolutely
transformed.

I remember a lady who was
struggling with addictions and
a family that was falhng apart.

She showed up out of a sense of
desperation for support.

What she discovered instead
was a family. One that she
could turn to whenever things
got bad.

Within a matter of months
she was working, healthier,
fitter, and glowing with fresh
hope for her future.

See the people we surround
ourselves with are often a di-
rect reflection of who we are
becoming. We begin to talk like
them, act like them, and think
like them. Its part of how we
are wired.

In our Res-Kids program we

-,

ask students to consider this
very thing. As we have explored
resilience and wellbeing we in-
vite them to think about how
they can build on and grow
their learning.

Maybe it looks like joining
St John Youth (first aid), the
Scouts, a sports team, a local
youth group, or volunteering
at Kauaeranga Valley Christian
Camp (KVCC).

The idea is simple, find a
group of people that reflects the
kind of person you want to be,
and join them.

And so, as we face an epidem-
ic of loneliness, where we con-

nect online and yet feel more
alone than ever, maybe it is
time to look in and look out.

Ifyou are feeling isolated, as a
family or an individual, maybe
its time to explore the groups in
your community and join one
that reflects the kind of person
you want to be.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Liv-
ing Well Trust, running mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support local youth work
or follow more stories and insights, find
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you'd like to connect
about a speaking engagement, community
initiative, or supporting youth work, email
michael@livingwell.org.nz.
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HISTORCWAKINOHOTEL Kaimal Brewmg & Distilling trlumphs

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history
offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza's Llaim Gold Gin”

Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge

Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 « E: info@waikinohotel.nz

The Club with one of the BEST views in the land!

lalaen REAcH
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Open 11am Daily

Bar | Indoor & Outdoor Bowls | 8 Ball | Snooker | Darts | Gaming | TAB | Live Entertainment

W e Gunners View Restaurant
Open 7 days

Lunch served 11:30am - 2pm daily
Dinner served from 5:30pm daily
Bar Snacks available all day
Hot Carvery with two meats, hot veges & salad bar
Available from 5:30pm Tues to Sun

ed to their signature Eliza’s Claim Gold
Gin, a testament to the distillery’s dedi-
cation to quality and innovation.

Founded in 2020 by Wayne and
Kathy Chowles, Kaimai Brewing & Dis-
tilling draws inspiration from the rich
gold mining history of the Karanga-
hake Gorge.

Their gins are crafted using
50,000-year-old artesian spring water
from the Coromandel Ranges, infusing
each bottle with a unique taste of the
region.

Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin, the distillery’s
inaugural release, previously secured a
gold medal at the 2021 New Zealand
Spirits Awards.

Its recent recognition on the world
stage underscores Kaimai's commit-
ment to excellence and the growing
global appreciation for New Zealand’s
craft spirits.

This achievement not only highlights
the distillery’s prowess but also places

=

manship.

© 99 Beach Road, Waihi Beach (&) 078635688 @) office@wbrsa.conz @ www.wbrsa.co.nz

friendly
garden
bar

Mon/Tues open from 4pm
Wed-Sun open from 11am

wa oo Wholesale

HOME OF THE TAPU PIES

772 Thames Coast Road, Tapu
Phone: 078684806
Mobile: 0277410391
Email: office@royaloakhotel.co.nz

Bar,

New Zealand firmly on the interna-
tional gin map, celebrating the fusion
of local heritage and artisanal Crafts-

- Supplied by Kaimai Brewing &

Distillery

THE
AVIATOR

iah:IaALl

« RESTAURANT

IW TOWH

TITALIAN

S5PM TILL ¥PM [I5H)

FRIDAY
05 POLLEN
THAMES 1500
QISR LYY

WeW THEAVIATOR.CO.NL

at prestigious 2025 World Gin Awards

aimai Brewing & Distilling, nes-
tled in Waikino’s historic Waikino
Hotel, clinched a gold medal and the
title of New Zealand’s Best Contempo-
rary Style Gin at the 2025 World Gin
Awards earlier this year.
This prestigious accolade was award-

Kaimai Brewing & Distillery wins gold and the title of New Zealand’s Best
Contemporary Style Gin at the 2025 World.

Photo: SUPPLIED

@(‘nu,sn
BARN

% B.S EVENTE SR KT

BYO Café.

Gifts.
Ice Cream.
Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Matatoki,
Ph 07 868 1284

Cheese Factory.

www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
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DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,
i Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
TTHAMES VALLEY DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel SUPPORT

CREMATORY or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00* LOCAL

ST Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
* Additional mileage may apply, according to roading conditions. * Plus Doctors Fee. The Doctors Fee for medical paperwork required for Direct Cremations is an additional charge. This fee ranges from $45.00 to $200.00, determined by the patient's Doctor.

Please Visit the website: .
. A foreverpets.co.nz
advise your ‘ I" for further information. [SlUIdE®I{E
CONTACT: Forever Pets

Vet of your
wishtouse ~ FOFEver osseo

We guarantee the ashes
Forever P?ts Pets you get back belong to
Crematorium PET CREMATORIUM your pet and only your pet.
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ACROSS 62 Cereal crop (3) 24 Death investigator
1 Portly (5) 63 Cosmetic lacquer (7)
4 Affairs of state (8) (4,6) 25 Gracefully slender
9 Pamper (6) 66 Obstinately (6)
14 Porcelain (5) determined (6) 27 lliness (7)
15 Special job 67 Ban (6) 28 Short sleep (6)
skills gathered from 69 Restore to former 30 Stitched (4)
experience (6,2,3,5) position (9) 32 Backless seat (5)
17 See-through, thin (5) 72 Body cloth (6) 34 Water vapour (5)
18 Self-image (3) 73 Break up and vanish 36 Pause for relaxation
19 Fighter (7) 9) 4)
20 lll-considered (9) 75 Not thorough or 38 Big bird (3)
21 Mountain top (6) detailed (7) 42 Expenses (5)
24 Gradually louder 77 Printing fluid (3) 43 Staggering (7)
(mus)(9) 80 Unpleasantly vivid 44 Small whirlpool (4)
25 Espionage (6) (5) 45 Occurs (anag)(6)
26 Holds responsible 81 Don't tell anyone 46 Pilot's badge (5)
(6) about it (4,2,5,5) 48 Somnambulist (11)
29 Not kindly or 82 Mournful poem (5) 49 Settle (7)
courteous (10) 83 Fled (6) 50 Whichever (3)
31 Amazement (3) 84 Reflected deeply 51 Train stop (7)
32 Muslim sovereign on (8) 52 With red or flushed
(6) 85 Wins over (5) complexion (6)
33 With the addition 53 Continuity break
of (4) DOWN (12)
35 Permit (3) 2 Rainproof cover (9) 54 Dilute (4)
37 Blood vessel (4) 3 Stomach lesion (5) 57 Cities (anag)(6)
39 Income or property 5 Dolts (4) 64 Cheerfully careless
bequeathed (9) 6 Cruel and barbaric (7) (4-5)
40 Citrus fruit (9) 7 Questioned closely, 65 Gaily (7)
41 Wear away (5) aggressively (12) 66 Splits up (7)
42 Country’s money (8) 8 Rise (5) 68 Briefly shut the eyes
47 Against the current 9 Any cell (anag)(7) (7)
(8) 10 Winner'sribbon (4) 70 Trespass (7)
51 Smell (5) 11 Balance (4,2) 71 Paper size (6)
55 Racing craft (9) 12 Metal joiner (5) 72 Clay target shooting
56 Meal break (9) 13 Likes better (7) sport (5)
58 Articulates (4) 14 Wrinkle by crushing 74 Farm animal (5)
59 Muck (3) (7) 76 Hurled (5)
60 Lose footing (4) 16 Concealing ruse (11) 78 Check and correct
61 Prescribed 22 Agreement (6) 4)
allocations (6) 23 Blow up (7) 79 Doing nothing (4)
PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Coach, 4 Take a second look, 14 Suave, 15 Stops, 16 Harbouring, 17 Crest, 19 End, 20 DOWN: 2 Outlaw, 3 Cupid, 5 Afar, 6 Embargo, 7 Scurvy, 8 Chill, 9 Neglect, 10 Lack, 11 Obeyed, 12 Dazed,
Handgun, 21 Traveller, 22 Felled, 25 Put on show, 27 Saturn, 28 Notion, 33 Balloonist, 35 Tea, 36 Assign, 13 Deadpan, 14 Stilton, 18 Automobile, 23 Astir, 24 Trisect, 26 Unlaced, 27 Start-up, 29 Inertia, 30 Marina,
37 Beer, 39 Rib, 41 Biscuit, 42 Tablet, 43 Consulted, 44 Upset, 45 Bad dream, 50 Up, 51 Tabulate, 55 31 Still, 32 Agenda, 34 Team, 36 Abyss, 38 Ridge, 40 Guru, 45 Bible, 46 Dragged, 47 Rake, 48 Abates, 49
Scrim, 58 Blackmail, 59 Biased, 60 Allowed, 61 War, 63 Ergo, 64 Sermon, 65 Apt, 66 Skateboard, 68 Crown, 50 Umbrage, 52 Balderdash, 53 Lookout, 54 Theory, 55 Slimmed, 56 Paste, 57 Sees, 62 Canon, 67

Caddie, 69 Rescue, 71 Out of date, 76 Seller, 77 Stopwatch, 79 Ostrich, 81 Tot, 84 Nests, 85 Arithmetic, 86  Violent, 68 Clutter, 70 Catwalk, 72 Unclear, 73 Measly, 74 Cathay, 75 Acidic, 76 Stays, 78 Prior, 80 Roost,
Goods, 87 Egypt, 88 By hook or by crook, 89 Stack. 82 0Oslo, 83 Silo.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

ARBORIST

TREE

*SHAPES
Qualified Anboniots

=~ Treework Large & Small

=~ Stump Grinding = Hedge Trimming

== Fruit Tree Pruning #= Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 398S or 0274 726627

Qualified and insured arborists.

ARBORIST

+ Stump removal
experts for tree
stumps of all sizes

« Coromandel, Franklin
and Waikato

« Experienced and fully
insured

» Owner operated, local
business

Call now for a free quote 021539779

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

—
= | Al
sGRIND

20+ years experience

W
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal + Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACKNSIDES o

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

027 439 0367
_______shortbacknsides.co.nz

@ L

Mothing too blg or small,
Honest & Profecsional Workmanship

IBUILDING &
CONSTRUCTION,

Call us today
021 393 467
framedup.cone

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz
0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

wenzlick

HAUTOMOTIVE
¢ Repair ® Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

BUILDER

CAIRD

CONSTRIMTICHN L7

* New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

* Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or small

CARPET

Carpet Court
FREE

underlay & on selected
installation® RhinNO carpet

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges  One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

. Digger, Bulldozer

; & Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

Make your home
pet friendly

DRivVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
g1 Valley Education

07 868 7892 h"
For All Yaur Electrical Needs
ﬂ Electrical
Laser

* Totally Dependabile”

5 Wew Builds & Heat Pumps
*  AEpraiipne + Sarvice and Malntenance
& Duiles & Codnimescisl

= Lighting Plans + Fire Sywlems

P07 B63 TT746 Email: wahi iz sesplecincs con

Ideas come to life with PTSNZ

t Professional Trade Services, we be-
lieve every project deserves care, ac-
curacy, and a professional touch.

As our Residential Estimator, Morgan
helps bring clients’ ideas to life by provid-
ing clear, transparent, and reliable cost
assessments — making sure there are
no surprises, just confidence moving for-
ward.

Morgan understands that planning a
home project is more than just numbers
— it’s about bringing a vision to life.

She takes the time to listen, ask the
right questions, and understand what
matters most to each client.

With a blend of technical expertise and
genuine care, Morgan creates clear, easy-
to-follow estimates that take the guess-
work out of the process. By carefully con-
sidering materials, labour, and the unique
details of every project, she ensures cli-
ents feel informed, confident, and excited
about moving forward.

With Morgan’s guidance, homeowners
can trust that their project is starting on
the right foundation.

Beyond estimating, Morgan is also a
steady point of contact throughout the
journey.

She keeps communication open and
transparent, making sure clients feel sup-
ported and the team stays aligned.

Her approachable professionalism
builds trust, while her efficiency helps

projects progress smoothly from the very

Professional Trade Services residential estimator
Morgan helps bring clients’ ideas to life.

first consultation through to completion.
Morgan’s role is central to upholding

Professional Trade Services’ commit-

ment to quality, reliability, and excellence

in every residential project.

Phone 0800 088 001 or come into our of-

fice at 3 Coronation Street, Paeroa.

BUILDING SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL

TRADE SERVICES

S B B

CIVIL CONSTRUCTION

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Eli Crawford

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreti
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo.&

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas -
021186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

EARTHWORKS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
. NIGHTMEARES
* General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...
Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

]

FUNERAL

W

Locally owned & operated

Direct Cremation $2950 gst inc!
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames & Waihi

Direct Cremation #3450 gst incl
for Coromandel, Tairua,
Whangamata & Whitianga.

Traditional, Bespoke &
Eco Funerals from ¥5500

Funeral hrectore

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors
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CALL THE EXPERTS

FERTILISER

FLOORING

[______FLOORING |
OWENS FLOORING

Phone: 027 233 7277 | 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
e Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
e Professional facilities.

¢ Smoked meats are our specialty.

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

e Game orders over 10kg

¢ Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939  Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

-
HUNTS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

PHYSIOTHERAPY

o=l physiotherapy
orthopaedic rehabilitation

BACK & NECK PAIN
SPORTS & WORK INJURIES
POST SURGERY & FRACTURE REHAB
ACUPUNCTURE
Robert Lindsay * Rodney Grant  Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout

www.thamesphysio.co.nz
SCRAP METAL

Serappy

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,
Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

CLASS

Death Notice

Gardening

September 16, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 19

Trades

Builder

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

e Carpet ¢ Vinyl
e Laminate e Polyurethane
Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote

Phone : 021 020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

F1IJ

SHARP, Kevin Dennis:
15 July 1943 - 22 August
2025

Dearly loved husband, father,
poppa and great-poppa.

A memorial service to
celebrate Kevin's life will

be held at the Paeroa Golf
CLub, Rotokohu Rd, Paeroa
on Friday 19 September at
11am. .

=

L L

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based.

Ph 021 060 7659

Grazing

Veris)

(c]W.v4 | [c]

Church Notices

Thames Glass & Screens
has relocated to
Service Lane 8, Thames
New premises,
same great service

XMH GLASS

— e . e -]
Sue Gates
Ph 021 267 8449 « thamesglass@xtra.co.nz

Your local housemover and foundation SPECIALIST
Relocatable house packages for sale at
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea
For all your needs on the Hauraki Plains and beyond

* LBP qualified * Houses bought & sold « House moving
« On-site moves « Jacking & rolling * Structural moving

* Re-piling * Re-levelling « Pile driving * Push piles

| 2112 s oz s eno |
e W
T R

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured » Workmanship Guarantee

Contact Stan on 0223137911

Dairy Grazing available
for 40 R1/R2 Heifers.
Situated at Hikutaia, on
34ha rolling/hill block.
Viewings welcome.
Phone: Sue/Richard
021 262 3871

FENCING
CONTRACTOR

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality
workmanship
Competitive prices
Call Matt
0211727 148

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph
Phil 021 088 63559

Painters

HAURAKI REGIONAL
PAINTERS
Over 12 years
experience, interior/
exterior. Refs available.

Builders

Free quotes.

Waihi Assembly

Handyman

of God Church
“Worship & Healing”
10am Sundays
Scout Hall,
Baker St, Waihi

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades
with over 20 years exp
building trade. Please
contact Laurie King

021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Friendly licensed
builder. 40 years exp.
All aspects .No job too
small. lan 021 540 376

Phone Graeme for all
your painting needs.
020 485 1312

Builder available
Licensed Builder.
Alterations /
Maintenance / Decks

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King
James)

You want the truth, it's
all here. Come help
us read and learn.

Mowing, hedges,
fencing, gardening,
carpentry, painting,
retaining walls, welding,
waterblasting. Work is
good quality and I will
not attempt to work
outside of my skills.
Insured. Dennis Schuler
022 129 0169

Great rates.
Ph Mark 022 344 0629

Rural Land Painters
Experienced painters
in all farm buildings
and older homes
Hauraki/Piako wide.
Ph Greg 027 2142442

Piano Tuner

Sharyn Clark ===

Piano Tuner & Technician ™
'Fully Qualified and

to discuss your project.

Bible Study Wednesday Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel
nights 6pm Storage M: 0274 485 089
— — sharynclark22@gmail.com
Waihi Living Waters || Storage Unlimited _
Christ Centered ||| 25 Ngati Maru Highway Handyman Services
Meetings Kopu, Thames S~ THAMES HANDYMAN
Sundav 4om Clean, secure, dry ’ & BUILDING SERVICES
a4 | unisaiote | | AR ouiang
15 Smith St Waihi 1} 7 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m . S e
Firewood Phone 07 868 9944 Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283
Big double load | STORAGE Storage
of ti tree mix. KTOEPA‘\J‘;VZ‘WEURT%A TOTAL STORAGELTD - _
Dry shed S KEREPEHI / PAEROA | [|
ew Units We will beat any legit quote for
stored and free Phogzg;::o;;m storage in 10ft or 20ft containers
- S apply
delivery. $340 Safe n Sound Storage : 021 67 67 99
Ph: 022 386 0395 || \ww.safestorage.co.nz info@totalstorage.co.nz

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.

« 30 years experience

« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.

* Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

SCRAP VEHICLES
=y

=
s
(=3

VEHICLE

[PRECISION|

"WINDSCREENS /
We. come lo Yot

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
Www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

[e]V]
SPEC

TOWING

THAVMES

TOWING

& VWORKSHOP

. | 24HR Breakdown ¢ AA Towing * WOF

Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved

-
=

Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7
thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

Hatilkati
lass

WINDSCREENS

“Windscreen Heplacements
-Stone Chip Repairs

Ph: OF S48 3388

[ B
v katikatiglassandwindsc

Wl thee Cadta

110 Maln Rioad,

n}
€MN%.GONT

.‘I A.‘
Z 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

AEYS VR

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

ASTE
LISTS

TYRES & BATTERIES

——

~ TYRE amd BATTERY

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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CLASS|F|EDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

Public Notices | Public Notices

Public Notices

Public Notices

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Situation Vacant

University 3rd Age
Hauraki Coromandel
10am, 6th October 2025
“Expression of interest”
Paeroa Co-Operating Par-
ish Hall

THAMES
MARKET

Corner Mackay St, EVERY SATURDAY
L?plpositle library —
ifelong learning,
chal[enging, stimulgting, 8am = noon
shared knowledge, GRAHAMSTOWN

B oo™ || PH: 07 868 7213
Comroe et 30th
Anniversary

See you there

Paeroa Pipe Bands
Tattoo Committee Inc
Notification of a Special
General Meeting.

27th Sept.

To adopt a new
incorporated society
constitution.
3pm Sunday 28
September 2025

CLASSIFIEDS
Paeroa Athletics ca" lekl:
Pastos Damain Ph 022 130 3885

PAEROA COLLEGE

Mahi Tahi Kia Kaha

Parents and Whanau are invited
to attend the Paeroa College
End of Year Prizegivings for 2025

Sports Awards Assembly
Wednesday 15th October 1.00pm — 3.00pm

Senior Prizegiving
Wednesday 29th October 6.00pm — 8.00pm

Junior Prizegiving
Wednesday 10th December 10.00am —11.30am

Rating Information HﬁKI
Database DISTRICT COUNCIL

The Rating Information Database for
Hauraki District Council is available for
public inspection during office hours
8:00am to 4:30pm Monday to Friday
at the Council offices at William Street,
Paeroa; Orchard Road, Ngatea and
Rosemont Road, Waiht.

The Rating Information Database is also
available on Council’s website -
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/property-rates

Ratepayers may object to information in
the Rating Information Database where
information is incorrect or has been
omitted.

Objections must be in writing and posted
to:

Rating Information Database
Hauraki District Council

PO Box 17

Paeroa 3640

or email to info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz

D Speirs
Chief Executive

Hauraki District Council

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
Thames High School

&

=

e

EVA HAMMOND

SCHOLARSHIP TRUST AWARD

Eligibility

Any past student who is about fo commence a
course of tertiary education including students
who are within 6 months of leaving the school
for that purpose.

Purpose of Award

To give financial assistance to eligible current or
past students, of the school in respect of any
recognised course of tertiary education but with
priority given to university education wherever
possible. The assistance should benefit students
on a basis of financial need and such other
deserving qualities as the Trustees may elect.

An application form is available from the
Principal’s PA
email: fraceyreed@thameshigh.school.nz

e The closing date for applications is
Friday 10 October 2025 (12.00 pm)

* Written applications only are
acceptable.

o Allinformation is confidential to the
selection committee.

Michael Hart
Tumuaki / Principal

Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

CHARTERE D ACCOHINTANT

Senior BAS Accountant

We are currently looking for a committed and
talented Accountant to join the team in our
Paeroa office.

If you have a good understanding of technical
accounting and NZ tax knowledge and have
worked in the primary sector, then this role
would be a good match for your skill set.

The right candidate will be an excellent
communicator, highly organized and either
have completed or be close to completing their
Chartered Accountancy.

We offer a competitive salary, modern
systems, and great working environment and
team culture.

To find out more about the role visit our
careers section at
www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Thames-Coromandel District Council

Meetings - October 2025

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the
following meetings will be held during October 2025.

Committee Meetings

Risk and Assurance Committee Meeting
Thursday 2 October 2025 09.00am, Thames Council Chambers,
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Please visit www.tcdc.govt.nz/meetings for copies of Agendas and
Minutes.

AlLawrie ":,EL
HIEF EXECUTIVE = '
[+ CU i

Thames-Coromandel District Council

Te Pai o Hauraki Marae AGM

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of
Te Pai o Hauraki Marae will be held at
Te Pai 0 Hauraki Marae
starting at 10am on Sunday 12 October 2025.

Agenda:
1 - Karakia Whakatuwhera and Mihi
2 - Apologies
3 - Receiving any minutes of the previous Marae’s Meeting
4 - The Chairman’s report;
* Year overview
+ Strategic plan progress
+ Annual plan progress
5 - The Treasurer’s report on the Annual Financial
Statements
6 - Election of Trustees to replace trustee vacancies left by
resignation (note: nominations can be received on the
day. All beneficiaries, 18 years and over are entitled to
vote at these elections. Voting will be by show of hands.
If there are more nominations than vacant positions a
secret ballot will be held. No proxy voting.)
7 - Committee progress
8 - Motions to be considered
9 - General Business
10 - Karakia Whakakapi
11 - Kai o te ahiahi (Lunch)

Situation Vacant

Thames High School

This

general

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST - LEASE OF COUNCIL

PROPERTY AT 200A MARY STREET, THAMES

are provided.

EOI Requirements

Interested parties should provide:

A brief overview of your organisation or business
* Proposed use of the property

+ Any fit-out or modification requirements
* Preferred lease term

« Contact details

Closing Date

Lease Specialist
Thames-Coromandel District Council
Private Bag

Thames 3540

successful applicant will then be advised.

A Lawrie
Chief Executive
Thames-Coromandel District Council

The Council invites Expressions of Interest from community groups or
commercial enterprises interested in leasing a two-storey building which was
originally the caretaker’s cottage for the Memorial Hall

The property is suitable for a variety of uses, including office space,
community services, or light commercial activity. Please note no carparks

Viewing can be arranged by contacting the Lease Specialist on 07 868 0200.

EOIs must be submitted by 5.00pm, 17 October 2025 to:

Following the closing date, the Thames Community Board will consider all
applications and make a recommendation to Council for approval. The

PHOTO SALES

Photographs taken by the Valley Profile
are available
for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
0204 0944 853

Profile

'ﬁ\:u'ul'u'tul-’.::::

environment

(4.00 pm)

form, please visit

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga

Accounts Assistant / Payroll Officer

(Permanent Part-time)

We seek an Accounts Assistant / Payroll Officer to
support the Finance Office.

role covers
debtors/creditors,
administratfive
understanding of accounting
experience with school-based financial systems
would be a strong advantage.

We promote a collegial
where
culturally responsive practices are valued.

Hours: 15 hours per week, 3 days per week (during
term time only). Hours are negotiable.

Start date: Monday 6 October 2025 (First day Term 4)
Applications close:

For a role description and non-feaching application

www.thameshigh.school/vacancies

a variety of tasks including

payroll, cash handling, and
support. A sound
is essential, and

and supportive  work
teamwork, respect, and

Thursday 11 September 2025

our website,

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes
we just cannot achieve this. If you are one of the few who did not
receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices, Ngatea Post
Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy

PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote,
Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub

WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info
Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue

THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,
Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil,
Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square,
Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store
TURUA: Turua Dairy

KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

NEWSPRINT

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:

2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school
| holidays - art and
craft,moving,
table coverings
and more .....

Profile

- Corsmandelipp
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TradeZone Thames takes home award

One store that aims to look
after the ever-changing
hardware needs of Thames
and the Coromandel is Trad-
eZone Thames, also known as
Read Bros Hardware.

It should come as no sur-
prise, the family-owned busi-
ness recently snapped up an
award at the TradeZone New
Zealand Annual Awards on
August 24.

In only their second year as
a member of TradeZone In-
dustrial New Zealand, Trade-
Zone Thames was awarded the
Business Development Award
- a category that reflects the
very essence of what it means
to grow, evolve, and lead with-
in the TradeZone network.

General Manager of Trade-
Zone New Zealand David Mor-
ris, who presented the award,
said it recognised a store that
demonstrated outstanding
business development through
consistent growth, strong sup-
plier relationships, and a col-
laborative approach with the
TradeZone support office.

“It’s not just about numbers,
it’s about vision, execution,
and the ability to turn oppor-
tunity into sustained success.

“This year’s winner has
shown exceptional commit-
ment to these values. Their
performance has stood out
across the board, and their
contribution to the TradeZone

= i

group has been both strategic
and inspiring,” David said.
Award winners and owners
of TradeZone Thames John
and Nicola Read joined the
TradeZone group in 2023 with

Nicola said.

“We saw an opportunity for
a local industrial supplier to
provide quality products and

TradeZone Thames owners John and Nicola Read, left, with TradeZone NZ general manager David Morris.

the goal of growing their busi-
ness through diversification,

service to the vast number of
industries on the Peninsula

and Hauraki Plains including

neering.

manufacturing, agriculture,
aquaculture, forestry and engi-

John and Nicola Read of TradeZone

Thames win the Business

Development Award for 2025.
Photos: SUPPLIED/@dillonphotonz

“It has been a few busy years
working on the business, up-
grading systems, processes
and our mindset to make the
most of being a TradeZone
store, as well as still main-
taining our existing levels of
service to our local and online
Read Bros Hardware custom-
ers.”

Nicola said at times it felt
overwhelming, but having
made the commitment, “you
just push on and the opportu-
nities opening up have been
exciting and rewarding”.

Their team was “absolutely
key” in helping them through
the changes, she said.

“Every single member of our
team has met the challenges
of learning new computer sys-
tems, suppliers and processes
head on and positively.

“We have been so impressed
and this award is a reflection
of what you can do with [a]
great team alongside you.”

in rate surplus

Keep rates at or
below inflation

growth with
environmental
responsibilities
‘/ | stand for strong
leadership and

common sense
approach

governance with a

WARREN
MAHER

WAIKATO REGIONAL COUNCIL
WORKING FOR YOU

Refund $2.5 million

Cut consultant costs
& drive efficiencies

Balancing economic

RATES
CONTROL

TEAM

PROFILE

| care about the Coromandel
Peninsula that | have worked
and raised my family in over the
last 35 years.

My experience over the last 3 years
in Waikato Regional Council (WRC)
has been in Chairing the Key
Committees of Strategy & Policy,
Hearing Committee for Dams and
the Submissions Sub-Committee.

| also sit on 3 other Council
Committees as well as 3 District
Council working groups focusing
on Community adaption and

future planning.

Outside of my WRC roles, | have
my Commissioners Accreditation
and hold the positions of: Trustee
of the NZ Youth Ocean Trust, Vice
President of the NZ Sports Fishing
Council, Co-Chair of the Hauraki
Gulf Forum which is currently
tackling ocean and coastline
issues such as the invasive
Exotic Caulerpa seaweed.

My leadership and governance
approach is results driven with
strong local knowledge and a
commitment to being fiscally
responsible to the rate payers.l am
an experienced leader committed
to Coromandel Peninsula’s growth
and sustainability.

Protecting our future on
land and sea.

Fiscal responsibility and
environmental protection.

Working for Communities
and ensuring Community
engagement with the
Waikato Regional Council.

/ Strong leadership and a
voice you can trust for a
sustainable Waikato future.

Results driven that is
locally focused.

Smart decisions for you
the rate payers.

/ Supporting the sustained
future of Aquaculture.

\/ Retain control of fresh water.

oy
DY

WARREN
MAHER
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BAYLEYS
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Whakatiwai 9 Mylindas Road

Modern family living by the coast

This solid brick and linea home on 1,861sgm (more or less) blends comfort with modern practicality. Featuring four
bedrooms and two bathrooms, it’s well-suited to family living or welcoming guests, with the main suite enjoying its
own bathroom. The open-plan lounge, dining, and kitchen flow seamlessly, with stone benchtops, quality appliances,
and a walk-in pantry. Large windows invite natural light, while a ranch slider opens to a 60sgm deck with covered
entertaining. Modern construction includes double glazing, insulation, and a heat pump. The sectioniis flat and
easycare, with room for sheds, parking, and future personalisation.

bayleys.co.nz/2630137

1,86]sqmm 4|'=| 2'2' 24

Auction (unlesssold prior) 1lam, Thu 2 Oct 2025
96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

View 2.30-3pm Sun 21 Sep

&12.45-1.15pm Sun 28 Sep

Seth Roe 027 320 6937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

Connor Davis 027 496 4622

SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

Kaiaua 10 Rua One Place

Beachfront brilliance - sophistication, style, and space

Anchored on a no-exit road, this elevated 1,557sgm (more or less) beachfront home boasts breathtaking Firth of
Thames views. Built for strength, the three-bedroom, three-ensuite + toilet home features an upstairs kitchen,
downstairs kitchenette, and durable materials. Expansive windows frame uninterrupted ocean vistas, while a rimu
benchtop adds warmth. Solid concrete walls and native timber details ensure character and longevity. A dumbwaiter
aids convenience, and a Dolomite filtration system with 75,000L water storage boosts practicality. With direct water
access, subdivision potential (subject to council approval), and Airbnb appeal, this coastal gem shines.

bayleys.co.nz/2630046

1,557 I 3 k= 3

Asking Price $1,375,000
View 4-4.30pm Sun 21 Sep
&12-12.30pm Sun 28 Sep
Karl Davis 0508 838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

Connor Davis 027 496 4622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz

@ airpoints*
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OPEN HOME

Thames 122 queen street

Four bedroom character residence

Gorgeous period detail defines this elegant yet warmly inviting residence offering a rare blend of heritage character
and modern-day comfort. From its beautifully styled interiors to the rustic courtyard and sun-drenched gardens,
every corner of this home radiates charm. Thoughtfully designed for relaxed living, the spacious layout includes a
generous sunroom that welcomes the morning light and a sheltered front porch perfect for quiet afternoon relaxation.

Ideally located, it’s just a flat stroll to the wharf café or into town, where a vibrant mix of cafes, boutique shops and
services await. With our vendor already securing their next home, this much-loved property is seriously for sale.

bayleys.co.nz/2180835

BAYLEYS

by 2w 1751 1@ 2 &

Asking Price $830,000
View by appointment

Geoff Graham 021733 430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

Thames 415 parawai Road

Exciting opportunity in the heart of Thames

Rarely do you get the chance to secure a substantial property in a central residential location you can put your mark
on. Builtin 1978, this 240sgm (more or less) Lockwood building has served as a community church for 45 years and is
now surplus to requirements. On a flat 1,581sgm (more or less) residentially zoned section, the single-level property
provides two large interconnected open-plan areas, a kitchen, office, two toilets and ample parking or future
development space.

Close to schools, alocal grocery store and just minutes from town, this versatile property will appeal to investors,
developers or community groups seeking opportunity in the heart of Thames.

bayleys.co.nz/2180839

1,58Tsqm

Tender (unless sold prior)
Closing 4pm, Thu 23 Oct 2025
459 Pollen Street, Thames
View by appointment

Geoff Graham 021733 430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz

MHREALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

@ airpoints*

bayleys.co.nz
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Hometown support for Stag's shield success

RUGBY

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

en Southland Stags’
Fletcher Morgan ran in a
try during the squad’s Ranfurly
Shield win over Waikato in Ham-
ilton, it was a proud moment,
though one that came with split
loyalties among his local sup-
porters.

The left winger grew up in
Waihi, but has been living down
south for a few years and was
named in the Stags in June. This
meant there were a few torn al-
legiances during the August 31
match - “one foot in each camp”
- but they nonetheless rooted for
the player they knew best.

“It was super special,” Fletcher
said. “It’s essentially my home
province, so I had a massive
support crew there... On the TV
broadcast, I don’t know how they
did it, but it panned straight to
my older brother who was up
cheering with a crew of my fam-
ily, so when I dotted down it was
pretty cool. They were stoked that
I could be doing them proud.”

The Stags took the shield back
down south for the first time in
more than a decade, and despite
losing it to Canterbury a week
later, the shine was not dulled.

For Fletcher, holding the shield
was a pinch-me moment, having
grown up remembering the ex-
citement surrounding the trophy.

“Jokingly, at the start of the
year I said I wanted to win the
Ranfurly Shield, and I remember

as a young fella when Southland
last had it and what a buzz it was
around Southland,” he said.

“Being part of it and being just
a contributor in a small way, it
was a pinch-me moment, and the
cherry on top was for [the game]
to be in Waikato.”

Involved with the Rugby
Southland High Performance
Group, Fletcher, 25, was part of
the Heartland Championship-
winning Thames Valley side last

season. He played for the High- 7

landers Bravehearts earlier this
year and trained with the All
Blacks Sevens team.

He said contributing to the
Stags and playing at a national
level had been a long-time dream
of his, and he was proud of how
far he’d come.

“This year for the Stags it’s been
about rewriting the script and
being a different team to what
Southland has been the last few

Fletcher, right, holds
the Ranfurly Shield
with teammate, former
Paeroa man, Nic
Souchon.

Photos: SUPPLIED

years, so to get an opportunity to
go and play for the shield - num-
ber one, that was huge. Then to go
up and win it, it was extra special.

“To everyone down here in
Southland,” he said, “it was in-
credible.”

Fletcher spoke to The Profile
ahead of the Stags® NPC home
game against Counties Manukau
on Sunday, but said the squad’s
goal was to keep progressing and
focus on one match at a time.

Fletcher Morgan with proud
parents, Paul and Denise.

“Southland hasn’t won four
games in a season in quite a long
time, and we've won three [this
season], so if we can focus on the
game in front of us and pick up a
victory then we’re already rewrit-
ing the script on what we've done
before.”

And though the NPC fixtures
have kept him busy on-field,
Fletcher thanked his hometown
supporters who managed to
cheer for maroon and gold - even
iftheybled red, yellow, and black.

“I certainly feel it and hear
all the messages,” he said, “and
when I get nervous going out to a
game or anything like that, I just
think of all the support that I've
got behind me, and I just want to
do everyone proud.

“It makes it a lot easier know-
ing that I have the people in my
corner that I do.”

Faxzirlzmr
Jourmalism

—
W,

ichmond
R‘Vz’[[as

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE
Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

PHONE US
to view
by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!




