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Thames Market has been a com-
munity-focused space from its very
beginnings. As its 30th anniversary
approaches on September 27, past
and present owners discuss what
the iconic weekly event has meant to
them and the town. ALICE PARMINT-
ER reports.

The market was opened in Gra-
hamstown in 1995 by Dianne and
Peter McKinnon. At the time, the
couple were looking for some-

where to sell their produce.

Inspired by overseas farmers’
markets, and noticing a distinct
lack of similar spaces in New Zea-
land, they spent months planning
and campaigning to get the council
on board.

“It was definitely a huge, huge
job to get it off the ground - there
wasn’t the awareness at all in those
years that this could be something
beneficial for the town,” Peter said.

The market opened with only a
dozen stalls. “This end of the street
was absolutely dead, there were
just closed shops,” Dianne said.

Dianne and Peter treated the
market as their “family”. Their fo-
cus was on hand-made goods and
small homestead produce - every
stall owner was expected to have
had personal input into their prod-
ucts. “It was all down to communi-
cation,” Dianne said.

Although the couple had to
contend with local businesses
concerned about the market’s po-
tential to eat into their customer
base, they soon found the market
thriving. Dianne reached custom-
ers via word-of-mouth and media
interviews, holding regular events
to draw interest.

“We put a lot of effort into adver-
tising and getting all the stories we
could in the local papers,” she said.

When the time came to hand
over the reins, naturally Dianne
and Peter looked among their reg-
ular stallholders for a like-minded
successor. They found Angelika
and Peter Peoschl, an immigrant
couple from Germany who had
been running a bread stall.

“We became acquainted quite
soon,” Peter Poeschl said of the
market's original owners. “l was
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Market marks 30 years
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baking bread a lot for the family at home because
New Zealand bread was not to our liking at that
time... We said, we could do a bread stall.”

The four sat down for coffee one day, and Di-
anne and Peter McKinnon asked if they would
like to own the market. “[We thought] it might be
a bit much to do,” Peter Poeschl said. “But then
we dived in there and thought that’s a really good
thing because we wanted it to keep going the way
it was... it needs to be preserved because if it's
gone, then it would be really bad for the town.”

Angelika and Peter took on the market in Feb-
ruary, 2009. “It was really mainly [Angelika’s]
business,” Peter Poeschl said. “She really was the
heart and soul of it - | was just assistant man-
ager.”

The Poeschls remained in charge until June,
2021, when they, too, began the search for a suc-
cessor. And once again, they turned to the “fam-
ily”.

“l arrived in New Zealand in 2014, but before |
came to the country | already knew Thames Mar-
ket,” current market owner Jiani Ranay said.

Soon she had a stall of her own, and a commu-
nity around her. “In a way, the stallholders have
become my family,” she said.

Angelika and Peter had been looking for some-
one who loved the market as they did, and who
would continue to run it as Dianne and Peter
McKinnon had originally envisioned. Jiani fit the
bill perfectly. “They hired me first as a contrac-
tor, but behind the scenes, they were teaching me

Dianne and Peter McKinnon at the first market in
September, 1995. Photo: SUPPLIED

The previous owners still support Jiani and the
market from behind the scenes. The market was
a big part of their lives, they said, and it's had a
huge impact on the town too.

“Through the years, there've been stallholders
going on from just being a little tiny thing into
good businesses,” Dianne said.

“For some stallholders, the market has become
the highlight of their week,” Jiani added.

Nowadays, Thames Market hosts around 45
stalls in peak summer periods, and 30 or so over
winter. It still receives a lot of support from the
community.

“The radio station said it would only last three

Body found,
man missing

A body has been found in the
search for missing man Jared
Sutton, Police confirmed on
September 3.

The 35-year-old man was re-
ported missing on August 26,
and was last seen in Waiomu
on August 24.

The body was located on the
evening of September 2 near
the Coromandel Peninsula.
While formal identification is
yet to take place, Police said it
was believed to be that of the
missing man.

The matter will be referred to
the coroner.

Meanwhile, Police are con-
tinuing to appeal for sight-
ings of missing Hamilton man
Aydan. The 39-year-old was
last seen in Chartwell, Ham-
ilton, on August 17 and could
possibly be in the Coromandel
area, wider Waikato or Bay of
Plenty region, Police said.

Ayden was believed to be
driving a grey Mazda ute, li-
cence plate QYA209, and Po-
lice said he may have parked
up in a rural or bush area.

Contact Police on 105 or po-

how to do it,” Jiani said. months,” Peter McKinnon lice.govt.nz with any informa-
“And | just carried on from there. It's challeng-  said. “It's still here, 30 years tion, referencing file number
ing, but it's fun.” later.” 250819/5160.
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Candidate quizzed over ‘enslavement’ allegation

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ne mayoral candidate’s “legal

matters” were under scrutiny
at a recent Meet the Candidates
event in Thames.

Steve Hart is running for the
Thames-Coromandel District
Council (TCDC ) mayoralty, a ven-
ture he attempted at the 2022 lo-
cal body elections, and was asked
about an affidavit he signed in No-
vember, 2024, in which he wrote
the council’s chief executive Aileen
Lawrie, alongside others, had “no
exemption to being sentenced to
the top end of 14 years in prison”
due to “servitude, serfdom, debt
bondage and enslavement”.

The perceived “fraudulent ac-
tions” were due to TCDC staff’s
intent to remove an unconsented
dwelling on Hart's Puriri property.

In the affidavit, seen by The Pro-
file, Hart wrote that council repre-
sentatives were attempting to pun-
ish him for “not complying with
their demands to apply for per-
mission and consent to have this
necessity in life. This is an action of
enslavement with intent”.

The affidavit continued: “I, Ste-
ven, as a living man do have the
ability to create my shelter and ad-
minister my own affairs as I believe
I should”.

Referring to himself as a “living
man” and signing the affidavit with
a thumbprint were two signs of a
Sovereign Citizen - an individual
who claims they can legally with-
draw their consent to be governed
- according to a New Zealand Po-
lice pseudolaw presentation on the
subject.

However, Hart told The Pro-

file after the Q&A that he was not
a Sovereign Citizen - “never have
been, never called myself one, nev-
er will be, and will never call myself
such”.

The anonymous questions to
Hart at the candidate meeting on
August 30 were posed ahead of
time, and in light of the affidavit,
asked how he would work with
chief executive Aileen Lawrie in a
“positive and constructive way”.

“And if elected to any role in
council, how would you be able
to work within the legislation and
laws governing all councils?”

Hart said the questions were ex-
cellent, and asked the audience if
they understood them.

“There’s a real dog's breakfast
out there,” he began. “Many of you
may know of the incidents that I've
been involved with recently here
with TCDC and the supposed law-
suits. The question | think at the
end of the day - how am | going to
work with the CEO? Well, there’s
no option. You have to work with
the CEO. Simple as that,” he said.

“And I don’'t hold grudges. | don’t
hold vendettas. | put all that aside
and work and focus on the job at
hand. Simple as that. All those
other legal matters, they're a side
issue.”

Meanwhile, incumbent Mayor
Len Salt made a spur-of-the-mo-
ment pledge to the audience: to
replace the podium at the town'’s
Civic Centre. The centre was the
venue for the candidate Q&A, but it
wasn't without its technical hiccups
and odd audio dropouts.

“This podium is going to be re-
placed. | hate it. I've always hated
it,” Mayor Salt told the crowd. “I'm

Mayoral candidate Steve Hart.

an audio engineer in a previous life,
S0 we're going to get a new sound
system for this hall. That's my com-
mitment to you.”

Five of the six mayoral candi-
dates partook in the event, hosted
by the Thames Business Associa-
tion and facilitated by Mike Green
- with a helping hand from Thames
High student Annabelle Hutchin-
son-Wong.

The candidates had a chance to
introduce themselves and their pri-
orities if elected, and answer ques-
tions pre-submitted to convenors
ahead of time.

And aside from his promise to
upgrade the Civic's sound sys-
tem, Mayor Salt said his vision for
Thames included a “tech centre”
for small startups needing good
Wi-Fi, easy parking, and “most im-
portantly, great coffee”.

“We've got all that in spades,” he
said.

“The world is changing. Retail
is moving to online shopping. We
need to work collaboratively with

our shop owners, with the [busi-
ness association], and community
board.”

Denise Messiter, the only female
vying for the mayoralty, was posed
the question: ‘Working in the many
community groups is one thing.
Leading the TCDC is another.
What makes you ready to take on
the tougher job of mayor?’

To this, the co-founder of Te Ko-
rowai Hauora o Hauraki, and Of-
ficer of the New Zealand Order of
Merit, replied that she had worked
in tougher places than being May-
or.

“I understand fully the role of
legislation. I know how to follow
legislation. | understand policy. |
know how to develop policy. But
more so, | know what it means to
create space for people so that they
can participate in decisions that
matter to them.

“I'm ready to be a mayor that
doesn’t want to take over the coun-
cil but to be part of the council
team.”

Peter Revell, a current council-
lor in the Thames Ward, was asked
his stance on the chief executive’s
“high salary”. At an earlier Meet
the Candidates event in Matarangi,
Revell stated he would've “done it
differently”.

“That was a decision that was
made by the previous council, and
that’s one of the facts of life - we
end up inheriting a whole lot of de-
cisions... and the chief executive’s
salary is one of those things,” he
clarified on August 30.

The pay bump for the council
boss was confirmed earlier this
year, with a 1.8 per cent adjustment
bringing Ms Lawrie’s annual salary

from $362,500 to $369,025.

“I don't believe there’s anything
that can be done to change that un-
less there ends up being a reason to
change the chief executive,” Revell
said, “and at this point | see abso-
lutely no reason to do that.”

Retired businessman Patrick
Kerr was then directed a question
about the Local Water Done Well
legislation.

In mid-August, TCDC voted in
favour of forming a joint Water
Services Organisation with West-
ern Bay of Plenty District Council,
but the latter decided in favour of
forming a joint organisation with
Tauranga City Council and not
TCDC. According to TCDC, the
proposed partner’s decision reflect-
ed “concerns about ongoing Treaty
of Waitangi matters involving iwi
and hapt local to each area”. Kerr
said council now had to “get on and
do the job”.

“The truth of the matter is that
the iwi have disrupted the planned
amalgamation of Local Waters
Done Well. Not our iwi as I under-
stand it, but it's from the Tauranga
side of the equation.

“We're doing it in house. So, let’s
just get on and do the job. And if
we can in the future gain some cost
savings - which have never been ex-
plained to us the public - then that’s
all well and done.”

The final candidate James Sub-
ritzky was not in attendance.
DETAILS: Mayoral candidates Q&A
midday, September 20, Thames Civic
Centre. August 30 recording: find @
thamesbusinessassociation on You-
tube.
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John Bertrand Collectables Are
Buying in Thames, Hauraki and
Coromandel Regions This Week

Once again, the gold and collectables buyers from
Wellington company John Bertrand Collectables are
visiting in Thames, Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
this week. Mr Tony Grant from the company says, “If
you are downsizing or wanting to dispose of things
because they no longer serve any purpose to you or
your family bring them in”. “This week will be a great
opportunity to have any items you want to sell assessed
by our buyers” said Mr Grant. Particularly wanted are
Gold and Silver (in any of its forms) and Collectables

such as Coins, Banknotes, War
Medals, Old Wind-up Watches

and other interesting Small
Collectables.
“We are keen buyers,

especially of the items in the list
below” said Mr Grant. “Nothing
istoosmallfor our consideration.
We are just as happy buying 1
item as we are buying 1,000
items” he said. The buyers will
be in Thames, Hauraki and
Coromandel Regions this week.
(see details below). As Tony
Grant points out “If you are in
doubt about any items you may
wish to sell, bring them along for
an instant appraisal.”

Mr Anthony (Tony)
W. Grant

Fellow of the Royal Numismatic

Director and Buyer
John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd

Author of the John Bertrand
NZ Coin & Banknote Catalogue

Society of New Zealand Incorporated

Gold & Silver
At Near Record
Prices

uring these

uncertain times
we have seen a sharp
increase in the price of
precious metals. The gold price in New
Zealand is at near record levels so gather up all
your unwanted items and take them along to
the buyers. Tony Grant says “We can buy old
gold items in all forms, including Jewellery
(Rings, Chains, Brooches etc), Coins
(Sovereigns and the like), Alluvial (River Gold),
virtually anything, even Gold Teeth! We also
need all Sterling Silver including Cups,
Tea Services, Cutlery and Old Coins” he said.

Interesting Small

Collectables Wanted

The buyers from John Bertrand
(Collectables) Ltd, visiting in Thames,
Hauraki and Coromandel Regions this week
are happy to look at any interesting items,
for example vintage pocket and wristwatches
such as Rolex, Men’s Omega, Breitling and
gold watches etc. Also wanted, pre 1950’s
picture postcards, Maori and Pacific artefacts,
old fountain pens and other small antique or
historical items.

“If you have something unusual
which you would like to sell, please
bring it into one of our venues, we would
like the chance to at least have a look at it”
said Tony Grant, buyer for the Company.
“We will consider anything which may be
of interest to a collector” he said.

Some Big Dollars in Early Banknotes

arly New Zealand Banknotes dated

before 1932 are currently fetching big
money! Thisisaccordingto MrTony Grant,
author of the John Bertrand New Zealand
Coin & Banknote Catalogue. Mr Grant
is in Thames, Hauraki and Coromandel
Regions this week on a buying trip for John
Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd and would be
very keen to see any of these issues. “We
will pay at least $300 for any undamaged
Ten Shilling or One Pound banknote from

a New Zealand trading bank dated 1932
or before.

Denominations of five pounds and higher
would be worth from $700. “Any banknote
dated prior to 1900 would be worth at least
$1000” said Mr Grant.

Also purchased are any Reserve Bank
of New Zealand pre-decimal issues,
especially 50 Pound notes. All overseas
banknotes are also wanted, especially early
Pacific Island issues.

ADVERTISEMENT

Collectors Need War Medals

urrently, throughout NZ and the world there is a big

demand by collectors for war medals. These cover all wars
right through from the New Zealand Land Wars and the Boer
War, to the First and Second World Wars and the later Korea
and Vietnam conflicts. New Zealand Servicemen and Women
first served overseas in the Boer War in South Africa around
1900 and the war medals awarded for this service are needed
by the buyers, as are any other Medals from early New Zealand
and the New Zealand Wars.

General service medals from both the First and Second World
Wars will also be purchased, but as can be imagined these were
awarded in fairly large numbers. “If a group of medals has any
special award for bravery such as the Military Medal, Military
or Flying Cross or other medals for Distinguished Conduct
or Meritorious Service, these can add great value to a group”
stated Mr Tony Grant, buyer for John Bertrand (Collectables)
Ltd. “Many families have old medals, some dating back to early
Imperial days, that they are not sure what to do with. These are
better off in the hands of collectors who will look after them. We
will be happy to look at any war medals whatsoever, just bring
them in to venues” he said.

Old Coins Can Toss Up a Rarity

o you have a bunch of old coins sitting around in your

drawers and cupboards? You just never know what
rarities may be lurking there. The advice from Tony Grant
from John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited is to “bring them
in and let us have a look”. “No need to sort anything out just
bring them in ‘as is” and please don’t clean them! We can go
through coin accumulations and collections fairly quickly”
he said. The buyers are particularly keen to buy pre 1946
New Zealand Silver Coins for at least 20 times their face value
(more for quantity). “In any event we will buy All Coins,” said
Mr Grant.

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) ARE BUYING NOW!!

OLD GOLD

¢ Unwanted Jewellery or Broken Rings
 Gold Chains

« Gold Watch Cases

 Alluvial (River) Gold

* Dental Gold

« Gold Coins

 Gold Racing & Trophy Cups

COINS

 All Gold & Silver Coins
 Gold Sovereigns
* Gold Half Sovereigns
* NZ Silver Coins 1946 & Before
(at least 20 times face value)
» Also wanted NZ & World Coins
after 1946
o Australian Silver Coins to 1963
» English Silver Coins to 1946
* NZ 1935 “Waitangi Crown”
® USA Coins up to 1964
» 0ld Collections & Accumulations of World Coins
* Modern Collector’s Coins & Sets
* NZ Reserve Bank Sets
*No Pennies or Haifpennies Piease*

BANKNOTES

» NZ & Australian “Trading Bank” Notes pre 1932 (e.g.
Bank of New South Wales, Bank of NZ etc)

 Reserve Bank of NZ Pre-Decimal Notes

» Any £20, £50 or £100 Notes

¢ Hong Kong & Malayan Banknotes

o Australian Pre Decimal Notes

* Australian “Star” Notes

o Early Fijian and Samoan Banknotes

¢ NZ Traders Promissary Notes ('840s)

* NZ Government Debentures

» NZ Banknotes overprinted for
use in Fiji, Cook Islands etc

» Postal Notes

» All other World Banknotes

TE AROHA
PAEROA

THAMES

COROMANDEL
TOWN

WHITIANGA

TAIRUA

WHANGAMATA

GOLD & SILVER

* Racing Cups
« A&P Show Cups
 Sports Cups
 Presentation Keys & Trowels
 Show Pieces
o Sterling Silver Tea Sets
o Sterling Silver Cutlery
 Scrap Gold & Silver
*No EPNS or Siiver Piated items Please*

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES

 Gold & Silver Pocket Watches
¢ Any Rolex Watches
* Omega Gents Watches
* Any Breitling, Jaegar Le Coultre, Vacheron &
Constantin, Patek Philippe, or IWC Watches
* Moon Phase Watches
* Chiming or Alarm Watches (Pocket or Wrist)
« Military Watches
* Divers Watches
 All other pre 1950s wind up watches
(parts value only)
*No Quartz or Battery Operated Watches Piease*

Thurs 11 Sept
Thurs 11 Sept
Fri 12 Sept
Fri 12 Sept
Sat 13 Sept
Sat 13 Sept

Sat 13 Sept

John Bertrand The Trusted Name In Numismatics Since 1965!

TOKENS

ron

* NZ & Australian "Tradesmen’s” Tokens

» NZ Transportation Tokens

 Railway Passes

¢ Tram Tokens (not Dunedin Tramways)

* Preshyterian Church Communion Tokens
 Bread Tokens

¢ Theatre, Cafe, Discount Tokens etc

» Any other tokens relating to early New Zealand

COLLECTABLES

¢ Albums & Accumulations of Pre 1920s Postcards (used

of unused)
 0ld Fountain Pens
¢ Small Chinese & Japanese Antiques
* Maori & Pacific Artefacts

No item too small for our
consideration

St John Ambulance Training Rooms, 33 Burgess Street
War Memorial Small Hall, 144 Normanby Road
Thames Citizens Band Hall, 301a Queen Street
Coromandel Citizens Hall, 455 Kapanga Road

St Andrew'’s Church Foyer, 82 Albert Street

St Francis House, 244 Main Road

Whangamata Baptist Church Lounge, 301 Port Road

COLLECTABLES LTD

WAR MEDALS ETc

¢ The New Zealand Wars & Boer War Meadals

*» 1st World War Medals

* 2nd World War Medals, Stars etc

o Orders and Decorations

» Korea & Vietnam Medals

o Antarctic or other Polar Medals

* Fire Brigade Medals

» Lodge Medals

* Shooting Medals

« Military Badges and all other
Military Medals

* Gold returning Fob Medals or “Tokens of Honour”
from residents of small town New Zealand

HISTORICAL MEDALS

* A&P Show- Gold, Silver & Bronze Medals
« Commemorative Medals & Medalets

* Prize Medals (Gold & Silver)

* Sports Medals (Gold & Silver)

e Life Saving Medals

 Shipwreck Medals

= Coronation Medals

* etc, etg, etc

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LTD
OUR BUYERS ARE IN YOUR AREA THIS WEEK

9amto 11 am
12 noon to 2 pm
9amto 11 am
1 pm to 2.30 pm

9amto 11 am NO
APPOINTMENT

NECESSARY

12 noon to 2 pm Please note: If you sell

anything to us, suitable
ID is required. Please also

bring your bank account

details for the deposit: of
funds for larger purchases.

3 pm to 4.30 pm

Members of the Australasian Numismalic
Dealers Association and the New Zealand
Numismatic Dea'ers Association
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Businessman stands for Mayor

As this year’s local elections
approach, reporter KELLEY TANTAU
continues to put the spotlight on
the mayoral contenders, and asks
why they think they’re fit to wear
the chains.

After nearly a decade in Whangamata and
three years as chair of the local business
association, Patrick Kerr seeks to step off
the sidelines and into the mayoral seat.

He told The Profile that having experi-
enced some actions of Thames-Coromandel
District Council “with some dismay”, he de-
cided that instead of “just muttering about
it,” he’'d throw his hat into the ring.

“I am a retired businessman who has
owned and run many successful businesses
throughout New Zealand,” he said. “I am fi-
nancially literate and have developed strong
relationships with a large number of like-
minded people standing for council.”

According to Kerr’s LinkedIn profile - a
professional networking site - his listed ex-
perience includes Executive Chairman for
Peninsula Trust Limited, a company regis-
tered to Kerr, and Director of NZ Gold Eq-
uities Limited, a former company that Kerr
said held mining and exploration permits
on the West Coast of the South Island.

He said not only did his fiscal knowledge
set him apart from other mayoral candi-
dates, but so did the fact that he hadn’t been
“tainted by having sat at the table for the
past three years, agreeing to a 36 per cent
rates increase.”

He also criticised other council decisions,
such as voting in Maori Wards “without con-
sultation” yet “consulting on rubbish collec-
tion”, and changing the district’s rating sys-
tem from Land Value to Capital Value.

In his speech at the candidates meeting
hosted by Thames Business Association,
Kerr said he believed in “one person, one
vote” and would be voting against Maori

Retired businessman
Patrick Kerr is standing
for the TCDC Mayoralty.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Wards in a separate poll being conducted in
conjunction with the 2025 election.

And in a press release, Kerr said he was
determined to restore financial health to
TCDC and revitalise the district that had
been “languishing under the current leader-
ship”.

“Too many decisions are driven by politi-
C?l] agendas that do not reflect the real needs
of us,

the residents and ratepayers,” he said.
“l want to be part of the solution, focusing

on revitalising our council in cost-effective,
practical ways, getting back to basics, and
ensuring our core services are fit-for-pur-
pose. I am committed to cutting wasteful
council spending, minimising rates, and
tackling the council’s ever-increasing debt.”
DETAILS: Voting for this year’s local govern-
ment elections: September 9 until noon Octo-
ber 11. Progress results are published October
11; preliminary results Oc-

tober 13 and official results

on October 17.

Council subdivision
hits the market

Fifty two residential lots in the Hauraki
District Council’s Ngatea Northern Es-
tate development are now on the market.

Hauraki District Mayor Toby Adams said
it was a “momentous day” for council and
the in-house project management team to
finally cut the ribbon and declare the Ngatea
Northern Estate complete and ready for
sale. “It takes a bit of foresight and risk to
do a development like this, so we're really
chuffed to get these sections onto the mar-
ket”, he said.

The subdivision is the latest offering from
the council, making it one of the largest
property developers on the Plains. Mayor
Adams confirmed each development funds
the next one so the burden didn’t fall on the
rate payer. “It's a long tradition that contin-
ues the vision of the original Hauraki Plains
County Council (1920-1989) and succes-
sive Hauraki councils since then to grow
the communities and opportunities on the
Plains”, he said.

Other council property development on
the Plains includes the Kerepehi Business
Park; development of another 15 hectare
subdivision currently underway on the
south side of Ngatea and the current con-
struction of the new Plains Library and Ser-
vice Centre, due for completion in 2026.

HDC’s Ngatea Northern Estate. Photo: SUPPLIED

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &
BUSINESS ADVISORS

Creating freedom in your business.
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www.cooperaitken.co.nz

Trade

Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

Contact us today:

Snowden’s

- MENSWEAR -

From Australian label
Thomas Cook, the
Crazy Horse boot.
Since 1924, superb
quality with town

September is

Wills Month.

NEED TO MAKE A NEW, OR UPDATE YOUR OLD WILL?

Making a Will is one of the most important things you can do to
ensure your wishes are clearly set out on the event of your death.
At Barden & Co, Legal we work alongside you to write your will
and ensure you receive expert legal advice before completing

your Will.

GET $100 OFF THE COST OF YOUR WILL IN SEPTEMBER

This applies to any Will drafted by us (even if we drafted your
Will prior to Wills month), provided it is fully and properly
signed in September. (Of course, we are lawyers and terms and

conditions apply).

and country chic,

admin@readbros.co.nz NEED TO MAKE A NEW WILL? HERE’S HOW:

Call into our office and collect a Will questionnaire; or
send us an email at documents@bardenandco.nz; or
call 07 863 7250 to be directed to one of our lawyers.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
¢ Key Cutting ¢ Sharpening
¢ Wire Rope Swaging ® Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

try on a pair!

$490 in store now.

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056
www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

We pride ourselves on making the Will process simple.

BARDEN&Cé
LEGAL

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608
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HPC strikes gold and silver at festival

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

wo ensembles from Haura-

ki Plains College impressed
judges at the recent Waikato
Itinerant Music Band and
Orchestra Festival, clinching
both gold and silver awards.

The festival, an annual event
for secondary school bands
and orchestras, was held late-
August at the University of
Waikato's Gallagher Academy
of Performing Arts.

The college’s jazz band won
gold, while its guitar ensemble
earned silver.

Jazz band member Jaskeerat
Randhawa, 17, said its 11
members - including teacher
Mark Houghton - performed
songs Zoot Suit Riot, Respect,
On Broadway and Feeling
Good, which they had been
rehearsing since the beginning
of the year.

Winning gold was a proud
moment for the group, he said,
as the college’s jazz musicians
had only returned to perform
at the festival last year.

“HPC has won gold in the
past, but we haven't for a
while, so getting gold in our

They were equally impressed
by the college’s guitar ensem-
ble, liking their selection of
music - Get Up, Shades of Ru-
berto, Am I Wrong - and ask-
ing them to improve on stress-
ing less and letting “the music
flow from within” - guitarist
Awa Hay, 14, said.

“The guitar ensemble has
nine students, and the teach-
ers are Mr Hewat and Mr Ank-
er. Both are itinerant teachers
coming to HPC once a week,”
she said.

The ITM Festival featured

The guitar ensemble performed songs Get Up, Shades of Ruberto, and Am | Wrong. more than 30 schools this

year, with three genres of mu-
sic students can be involved
in: the jazz and guitar ensem-
bles, as well as choir.

Schools don’t perform
against one another, but in
front of judges who provide
an overall grade based on the
groups’ showcase.

“For my first time I was re-
ally nervous because we had
to wait until the last perfor-
mance,” Awa said. “So nerves
set in, but I really enjoyed it.”

“It was a fun experience,”
Jaskeerat added, “and seeing
other college bands perform

second year back feels really Two ensembles from Hauraki Plains College impressed judges at the festival. Photos: SUPPLIED was really good.”
good, especially for the Year “Mr Houghton was extreme- Judges’ feedback for the They enjoyed the group’s dy-
13s, being their last year,” Jas-  ly proud of us, and we were school’s jazz band was overall namics but encouraged them

keerat said. ecstatic - so happy.” very positive, he said. to be more confident.
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Meeting addresses Retirement Act review

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Retirees gathered on August 22
to hear about ongoing efforts
to reform the Retirement Villages
Act 2003, the legislation over-
seeing the relationships between
retirement village operators and
their residents.

The meeting, held in Bupa Ta-
raru’s community lounge, was
hosted by Althea Hill, the Wai-
kato district representative for the
nationwide Retirement Villages
Residents Association (RVR). The
guest speaker was the associa-
tion’s vice president, Di Sinclair.

In 2023, the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Development
called for public submissions
on reviewing the Act. It received
over 11,000 submissions, most of
which came from members of the
RVR.

Work to review the Act began
in September, 2024, with three
issues being made a priority: the
maintenance and repair of oper-
ator-owned chattels and fixtures;
a revamped complaints and dis-
putes process; and quicker repay-
ment of capital when residents
move out of a village.

Residents in a retirement vil-
lage usually don’t own their home
outright - they sign an occupation
right agreement allowing them to
live in the unit. There is currently
no fixed timeframe in which the
village operator must repay the
occupant’s capital funds when
they die or move out - they do
not need to pay until the unit is
resold.

Di Sinclair said the first two

Retirement Villages Residents Association vice president Di Sinclair speaks at the meeting.

priorities were well underway to
being addressed, with the Com-
merce Commission saying opera-
tors charging residents for chattel
repairs risked breaching the Fair
Trading Act, and the Retirement
Commission looking into an in-
dependent disputes resolution
process.

But the issue of promptly repay-
ing residents’ capital had been a
sticking point, she said.

“This review is not about village
life. That has never been in dis-

pute. We all know why we moved
into a village, and 99 per cent of us
are very happy where we are,” she
said.

“This is about rebalancing the
presence of power imbalance and
quietly strangling the goose that
has laid the golden eggs for so
long... There is nothing in the pre-
sent law that incentivises opera-
tors to push on and give you your
money back.”

Di outlined the RVR’s proposed
repayment structure, called the

Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Four Pillars, to the meeting at-
tendees. The structure would re-
quire village operators to return
10 per cent of the residents’ re-
fundable amount within five days
of the unit’s vacancy or termina-
tion notice, with full repayment
within four months.

“The purpose of this is that it
brings certainty for residents and
families, it enables bridging fi-
nance to be sought if necessary,
and it supports financial planning
for families,” Di said.

RVR Waikato representative Althea
Hill.

Michelle Palmer, executive di-
rector of the Retirement Villages
Association (RVA) which repre-
sents village operators, said in a
June press release that most re-
payments already occurred with-
in a reasonable timeframe, and
mandatory payback timeframes
could disadvantage smaller op-
erators. “Ours is a resident-fund-
ed model, where repayments to
outgoing residents are generally
made possible by incoming resi-
dents. There is no large pool of
cash - just a carefully managed
system built for the long term,”
Michelle said.

“We're seeking a balanced and
sustainable framework that meets
residents’ needs while recognising
the realities of operating villages.”

The government has indicated
that any legislative changes were
expected to be made by the end
of 2025, with amendments to the
Act introduced in July, 2026.

community.

Council?

I’'m standing for Council because | want to
use my skills, knowledge, and experience to
deliver positive, practical outcomes —and
ensure that we make better decisions that
truly reflect the needs and values of our

What makes you a good candidate for

I'm community minded, and experienced in
local government - I've served on many local
governance boards, Thames South School,
The Coromandel Heritage Trust, and | was a
founding member of the Thames Business
Association. | care about our community.
What is your career background?

Most people know me as the owner of Car-
son’s Bookshop, but the bulk of my career
was in local government and private sec-

tor management. At TCDC | was the Parks
Manager, and later the service delivery Op-
erations Manager, where | was responsible
for managing the 3waters, solid waste and
parks and recreation contracts. From 2013 to
2017, | was the Thames Area Manager and
advisor to the Thames Community Board.

| led the delivery of key local projects, in-
cluding the Jack McLean Recreation Centre,
Thames Skate Park, and the relocation of the
Thames Information Centre. | delivered an
urban development strategy, and a visitor

Candidate profile: Greg Hampton
stands for Council - Thames

Tell us about your connection to Thames
Well, | came to Thames as a young man with
a young family and I've built my life in and
around this community. | love this place, the
environment, the people and the culture.

| feel privileged to have been a part of this
community for over 40 years now, and grate-
ful for how Thames has shaped my life.

Why are you standing for Council?

strategy all within a 4-year period.

Why should people vote for you?

I have extensive background in community
service and local government. | bring knowl-
edge and experience to the table that will
result in more informed discussion, better
decision making and ultimately progress our
vision for Thames. | know how the system

works, how to navigate it, and how to get

things done.

for Council?

What are your main priorities in standing

1. Community Focused Leadership: Council
must act with a clear mandate from com-

munity, keeping residents informed and

involved throughout decision-making pro-

cesses - your voice matters.

2. Rates Affordability: | support a no-frills,
fit-for-purpose council that delivers essential
services efficiently, while keeping rates in-
creases to a minimum. We face real financial
pressures and environmental challenges - we
must live within our means and plan wisely.

3. Local Economic Development: we need

ers is key.

is vital.

a business-friendly Council focused on ac-
celerating housing development, and envi-
ronmentally sustainable growth that delivers
opportunity that benefits all of community.
4. Strategic Partnerships: we can’t af-

ford Council to go it alone, and we’ll never
achieve our vision without working together.
Partnerships with iwi, government and oth-

5. Climate Change and Emergency Prepar-
edness: investing in infrastructure that can
withstand future environmental challenges

- Authorised by Greg Hampton,
greg@greghampton.nz

ADVERTORIAL
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Terrifying plunge adds to miner’s lucky escapes

Dead
Cert

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

homas Clarke was on No

5 level of Thames’' Prince
Imperial mine when he heard
what sounded like something
falling rapidly down the shaft
followed by cries for help.

He promptly gave the alarm,
and in three or four minutes he
and some mates arrived at No
7 level in the cage. They found
32-year-old James Brownlee
clinging to the guide in the
shaft, holding himself above
about 10ft of water in the well
hole.

Earlier that morning, on the
surface of the mine, James had
loaded a cage with timber.

He climbed on top of the tim-
ber and gave the signal to be
lowered to No 4 level.

The engine driver lowered
the cage sufficiently below No
4 level to enable James to step
out on to the chamber.

There were three compart-
ments in the shaft but James
mistook where they were, step-
ping into an open one and be-
ing precipitated a distance of
about 220 feet (67 metres).

The workings of a Thames mine.

James, who had been em-
ployed for several years as a
shift foreman, was placed in the
cage and hoisted to the surface.

He was immediately taken to
hospital, where Dr Callan was
quickly in attendance. Had it
not been for the water in the
well hole, James would have
been killed instantly. He was
severely bruised and cut and

Photo: SUPPLIED

although no bones were bro-
ken, the shock to his system
was very great; his lungs were
lacerated and internal haemor-
rhage had set in. It was a hope-
less case and he was unlikely to
recover.

James had been born at Por-
tadown, County Armagh, Ire-
land. He went to India with
his parents, and then arrived

in New Zealand, staying first
at Tauranga, then at Thames,
where he worked as a miner.

He married Elizabeth Cul-
bert in 1878 and they started a
family. James had been an ex-
perienced miner, and a careful
and trustworthy man.

His accident was attributed
to one of those things that over-
took even the most cautious.

But James defied the odds.
As the days passed, the Thames
Star reported on his health. He
was much better and hopes
were now entertained of his ul-
timate recovery.

After steady progress his re-
covery was looked upon as al-
most a certainty. Four months
after the accident he had so
successfully recovered that he
was able to return to work.

James’s terrifying plunge in
August, 1885, would be talked
about for years to come as
would his startling experiences
of twice being blown up on the
American Eagle mining claim
and escaping without serious
injury.

But mining in the end felled
James when the dread lung
disease, miners’ phthisis (sili-
cosis), laid its grip on him. He
rapidly weakened and in 1914
died at his home in Irishtown,
aged 62.

Mr Brownlee’'s Adventures
were recounted in newspapers
- “His sensational experience
in the old Prince Imperial mine
is still spoken about... that he
escaped a fearful death is noth-
ing short of a miracle.”

James was buried at Short-
land cemetery, Thames.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. In 1973, Australia and which
other country took France to the
International Court of Justice to
demand an end to nuclear testing in
the South Pacific?

2. Which blood type is known as the
universal red cell donor?

3. Place these North Island harbours
in order from north to south: Aotea,
Kaipara, Manukau.

4. What is dendrochronology the
study of: a) hibernation, b) tree
growth rings, or c) clocks?

5. Felis catus is the taxonomic name
for which pet?

6. Which one of the main characters
in the TV Sitcom Friends was a twin?
7. Which word has the most
meanings in English (according to
the Second Edition of the Oxford
English Dictionary, published in
1989), with 430 senses and 60,000
words? a) Game, b) set, or c) match?
8. The Mona Lisa painting by
Leonardo da Vinci spent four years
hanging in which former leader’s
bedroom? a) Benito Mussolini, b)
Napoleon Bonaparte, or c) Winston
Churchill?

9. Kapiti Coast Airport is located in
which New Zealand town?

10. What does the acronym PIN (as a
numeric code) stand for?
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Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

PHONE US
to view
by Appointment!

Come and
experience

the difference!
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UPTO

5% off.

Selected Sleepyhead.

55%

(o)

592,499 554,999

Serenity 1935 Limited Sanctuary 1935 Limited
Edition Queen Bed Edition Queen Bed

off.

BEDS R US BEDS R US BEDS R US BEDS R US
WHANGAMATA THAMES WAIHI WHITIANGA
419 Port Road, 205 Sealey Street, 94 Seddon Street, 4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Whangamata ILEINES Waihi Whitianga
B e d S* R‘ u S PH 07 865 9027 PH 07 868 6128 PH 07 863 8787 PH 07 866 5726
. *(ffer valid to 0710.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless
Where dreams begin. otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All

products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only.
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Auckland-coromandel
ferry set to resume

ourism operator Explore Group is re-

instating the Auckland to Coromandel
Town ferry service this summer, launching
on October 24 just in time for Labour Week-
end.

The new service departs Auckland’s Via-
duct, arriving at Hannaford’s Wharf in the
Coromandel, where it will be met with a
shuttle bus connecting passengers on to Co-
romandel Town.

A shuttle bus will take passengers to and
from Coromandel Town and Hannaford’s
Wharf, where the ferry will arrive and depart.

The service will initially operate an express
Friday evening service, as well as Saturday
and Sunday departures, with plans to in-
crease the schedule with demand. The jour-
ney will take just over two hours.

“We're really pleased this is happening,”
Thames-Coromandel District Council eco-
nomic development lead Mitch King said.

“The community has been looking for the
ferry service from Auckland to be reinstated
for several years now because it's such an im-

portant part of the Coromandel’s hospitality
offering.”

The new service has been long awaited by
the local Coromandel community, Coroman-
del Business Association chair, Jennifer Ash-
man said. “The local community is delighted
that a ferry service has been reinstated. Posi-
tive input from the community has demon-
strated local demand from businesses, locals
and visitors alike and contributed to the suc-
cessful reestablishment of a service that will
be invaluable to connecting our community.”

General manager of Destination Hauraki
Coromandel Hadley Dryden said the reopen-
ing of the maritime link has much to appeal
to visitors.

“The revival of the blue highway is fantas-
tic news. Cruising the islands of the Hauraki
Gulf - alongside marine wildlife, past mussel
farms, with the Coromandel Ranges and city
skyline at either end - is an experience not to
be missed. Once aboard, visitors will under-
stand why Hauraki Coromandel is good for
your soul.”

Pay equity headlines at meeting

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
round 20 people attended a public
meeting at Te Kura o Te Kauaeran-
ga Thames South School on August 24
to hear about changes to the Equal Pay
Act.

Speakers Jocelyn Pratt from the Pub-
lic Service Association (PSA) union and
Labour workplace relations spokes-
person Jan Tinetti took the audience
through the history of workers’ rights
and pay equity in New Zealand.

They then spoke about the amend-
ments to the Act, which were passed
under urgency in Parliament in May.

The amendment changed the frame-
work for assessing pay equity claims,
and cancelled 33 claims which were al-
ready underway.

Jocelyn said the New Zealand Council
of Trade Unions will be holding a na-
tional Women’s Day of Action on Sep-

tember 20 across the country, which is
billed as a “bold and visible statement
in the fight for pay equity”.

Meanwhile, a public oral submissions
hearing, due to be held on September
10 at Kerepehi Marae, has since been
cancelled due to cost.

The in-person hearing was to be held
by the People’s Select Committee, a
group of former female MPs seeking
public feedback about the changes to
the Act.

The hearing will instead be held over

Zoom, from 9-11lam.
DETAILS: Pay Equity Hearing - People’s Se-
lect Committee. September 10, 9-11am.
Email PeoplesSelectCommittee@payequi-
ty.org.nz to register to make a verbal sub-
mission. Women’s Day of Action, Septem-
ber 20. See www.together.org.nz for more
details.

2006 VW Beetle

Man 5 Spd, NZ New, Low 76 Kms

$6,990
2007 BMW 525i

Auto, NZ New, Top Car & Condition

JUST
7,990

2005 Kia Sorento

Auto, 4WD, Diesel, Low Kms

ONLY
8,990

2012 VW Touran

Auto, Turbo, 7 Seat, Alloys, Low Kms

NOW
*8,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

i HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz —

2005 Toyota Highlander

V6 Auto, AWD, T-Bar
Well Maintained

$7,990
2017 Holden Trax

Auto Turbo, NZ New, Low Kms

$15,990

2010 BMW 135i

Auto, Turbo Coupe, Top Spec

$12,990

2005 Nissan Fuga
Auto 3.5 V6, Top Spec & Condition

8,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Bloat - make sure
you know the signs

By Leah Wakeford,
Veterinarian, Waihi

Whiskey is a
10-year-old female
bearded collie
cross who started
panting and vom-
iting on Matariki
morning.

Her owners
rushed her to the clinic, where radio-
graphs showed she had a gastric dilata-
tion and volvulus (GDV), which is a life-
threatening emergency.

Whiskey had decompression of her
stomach to allow her to breathe and was
taken immediately into theatre, where
her stomach was secured to prevent the
rotation from happening again.

This GDV is a real emergency and can
progress rapidly from vomiting through
to struggling to breathe and even death.
Early recognition of the signs is key to
the greatest chance of successful treat-
ment.

Affected dogs often appear bloated in
the abdomen. They may be constantly
retching and trying to vomit, but not
bringing up any material from their
stomach due to the twist. Some dogs
are lethargic, while others are hyperac-
tive and stressed.

They will often be panting, and their
gums will be pale due to the pressure
on their large abdominal blood vessels
caused by the distended stomach.

Dogs that suffer from GDV require
emergency surgery to derotate the
stomach and perform a gastropexy,

Whiskey was rushed to the vet clinic with
signs of GDV. Photo: SUPPLIED
which refers to the process of securing
the stomach to the internal surface of
the abdominal muscles to reduce the
chance of this emergency happening
again. Surgery also allows the veteri-
narian to assess the appearance of the
stomach wall and spleen, both of which
can have their blood supply reduced
due to the twist.

Breeds that are at risk of GDV include
Great Danes, German Shepherds, Wei-
meraners, and Saint Bernards; how-
ever, any deep-chested dog can be af-
fected.

If your dog is at risk, make sure you
know the signs of an emergency and ask
your veterinarian about preventative
gastropexy to reduce the risk.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets
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Movies from Thursday 11 September to Wednesday 17 September

For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.
Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale (123 mins) PG. The cinematic return of the global phenome-
non, the Crawley family and their staff enter the 1930s. As the beloved cast of characters navigates
how to lead Downton Abbey into the future, they must embrace change and welcome a new chapter.
David Gilmour Live at the Circus Maximus, Rome (150 mins) The film of David Gilmour’s 2024
return to Rome’s historic Circus Maximus as part of the Luck and Strange tour. Blends solo tracks from David’s
most recent album including Between Two Points with Romany Gilmour as well as classic Pink Floyd anthems.
The Roses (105 mins) R16. Life seems easy for picture-perfect couple lvy (Olivia Colman) and
Theo (Benedict Cumberbatch): successful careers, a loving marriage, great kids. But beneath the
fagade of their supposed ideal life, a storm is brewing — as Theo’s career nosedives while Ivy’s own
ambitions take off, a tinderbox of fierce competition and hidden resentment ignites. The Roses is a
reimagining of the 1989 classic film The War of the Roses, based on the novel by Warren Adler.
Mr Burton (124 mins) M. Set in post-war Wales, MR BURTON is the extraordinary true story of a
working-class boy destined for greatness and the teacher who saw it first. When Philip Burton, a principled
and passionate school teacher in Port Talbot, meets Richie Jenkins, a volatile yet gifted teen, he recognises
a spark that others have overlooked. Through mentorship, discipline, and love, Philip shapes Richie’s raw
talent, setting him on the path to becoming Richard Burton, one of the greatest actors of the 20th century.
COMING MOVIES INCLUDE: PRIME MINISTER from 25 Sept. (going behind the scenes of the work and
private life of Dame Jacinda Adern); GRACE A PRAYER FOR PEACE (about artist Dame Robin White);
and three children’s movies for the school holidays: The Bad Guys 2; Gabby’s Dollhouse and Kangaroo.

\C\‘@. Franklin\/ets

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP

KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAIHI BEACH 07 863 7387
WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Vote Glenn Leach
for
Thames

Community Board

With 2 terms recently served as TCDC

Mayor and a passion to keep Thames

moving forward in a positive way with
fresh ideas, tick the box and

vote Glenn Leach

Authorised by Glenn Leach e glenn_leach@xtra.co.nz
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THAMES

03/09/2025
TOTAL

52947

/\
WOOLWORTHS

PAEROA
03/09/2025
TOTAL

343
SAVING $49%°

A Top 10 list of the most frequently shopped items was determined across the following supermarket departments: m
Butchery, Fruit & Vege, Chilled, Frozen and Grocery using data provided by NielsenlQ through its Homescan Service for

the most frequently shopped items in Total Supermarkets, New Zealand; 24-week period ending 11 August 2024. Copyright OUR POLICY: NZ’S LOWEST FOOD PRICES

© 2024, Nielsen Consumer LLC. The price comparison uses the advertised prices from the stores ahove on 03/09/2025. 4

products were excluded as not advertised as in stock at one or more stores. See paknsave.co.nz/pricecheck for full T&Cs.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Director’s nude awakening with Calendar Girls

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

s Stuart Floan steps off-stage

to take the director’s chair for
the first time, he’s discovering
that not all awakenings are rude -
some are nude, poignant, and full
of heart.

The Thames Music and Drama
[MAD] thespian has taken the
helm of Calendar Girls, a show he
says is about friendship, connec-
tion, loss, and grief - all done with
a sense of humour and a small
amount of - concealed - nudity.

“We kind of transitioned into
it,” Stuart said with a laugh.

“You get to that point when
you're rehearsing where you kind
of just have to say, ‘Okay, we’re
going for it. So first we turn the
heaters up and make sure the
place is warm.”

The stage show is based on the
2003 film of the same name, in
which a group of middle-aged
Yorkshire women produce a nude
calendar to raise money for Leu-
kaemia Research.

The motivation to put the pro-
duction on for Thames audiences
later this month came about after
Stuart’s wife and other members
of MAD saw the Calendar Girls
show roughly two years ago.

“They came back and said:
‘Great show, really funny, really
poignant moments. We have to
doit'. So it's kind of been truck-
ing along in the background. |
thought I'd give [directing] a go,
and I've had support from people

The leading ladies of Calendar Girls, held at the Thames Civic Centre this month.

like Diane Connors and Asha Pep-
piatt and Hilary Rodley who've all
directed lots before.”

Stuart said it was essential for
his six leading ladies to gel well
together, not only for the vulner-
able moments, but for the heartfelt
moments, too.

“The whole story is about friend-
ship, and it was really important
that we got it right in terms of the
group of people, making sure that
they gelled together and it felt
natural and looked natural and all

those things, so that’s been quite a
lot of work,” he said.

“But we've got a really good cast,
soit’s been - I hate to say it - it’s
been kind of easy in some aspects
because everybody’s been really
open to stuff.

“When we did the auditions, we
weren't sure what would happen
because obviously there is nudity,
but we had loads of people come
out and we’d be upfront and say:
‘Look, the part you're auditioning
for includes nudity. You're going

to get nude on stage. We'll control
it, but it’s going to happen’ and in
all honesty, I think, out of the 15,
20 people who were there, maybe
one or two went, okay, that’s not
for me, but everybody else was
into it.”

The cast - plus a few additional
“Calendar Guys” - have also com-
mitted to producing a calendar,
which will be on sale during the
production’s run.

And even though Stuart joked
that the photo shoot itself was

Photo: SUPPLIED

harder than doing rehearsals,
all of the cast’s efforts were for a
good cause.

All profits made from the show
will be going to the Thames Can-
cer Support Society.

“We've had really good support
over the past however many years
with big shows and little shows,
and when we looked at Calendar
Girls as a committee, we thought
that any money that we raised
should stay in the community,
and was used for the people that
have come along to our shows for
years,” Stuart said.

“We agreed that we would give
all profits to the Thames Cancer
Support Society; they do great
stuff.”

Thames-Coromandel District
Council have also waived the cost
of the Civic Hall hire so Thames
MAD can maximize its donation.

“Why Calendar Girls?” Stuart
said of his foray into directing.
“It's a story of friendship and con-
nection. It's humorous, but defi-
nitely poignant.

“I want people to come and I
want them to laugh, first of all,
but I also want them to cry. I want
them to walk away feeling that
there was a connection there.”
DETAILS: Thames MAD’s Calendar
Girls on-stage at the Thames Civic
Centre, Mary St, from September
20-27. All details including ticket
bookings can be found at www.
thamesmad.co.

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you

Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser

achieve your future financial goals.

I'll work for you AND with you to ensure that Thames is a more resilient, sustainable &
prosperous place for us to live, work and raise our families in.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valley weekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

Contact me on 027 733 7203
Facebook.com/RobynSforThames

forsythbarr.co.nz £3 FORSYTH BARR

VOTE for accountability,

transparent decision-making,
and delivering real value
for the community.

ROBERT
COOKSON

FOR REGIONAL COUNCIL

VOTE for Experience

No more the same, Let’'s make a difference!

EITH HOLMES

FOR REGIONAL COUNCIL

Authorised by Robert Cookson, Rates Control Team, 564 No. 7 Road, RD, Waitoa Authorised by Keith Holmes, 57b Thomas Road, RD3, Te Aroha
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Friendship, fellowship at
Thames Probus’ birthday

More than three hours of happy reun-
ions, ongoing friendships, and enter-
tainment amidst spring daffodils and
Probus blue and gold balloon decora-
tions marked the 35th anniversary of
the founding of the Thames Probus
Club.

Held on August 12, a varied pro-
gramme included the cutting and shar-
ing of the anniversary cake by the club’s
three Life Members - Pat Fargher, Gor-
don Bruce and June Baigent.

There was also the induction of a new
member, Merl Jamieson, and an Hon-
orary Over 90s Club member, Sidney
Shepherd.

More than 50 attendees enjoyed musi-

cal entertainment, prize draws, and a
two-course lunch, while a special rec-
ognition of the ongoing contributions
made by founding member Pat Fargher
was met with huge applause.

Organisers said visitors and new
members - semi-retired and retired
folk - were always welcome at Thames
Probus.

The club holds monthly meetings,
on the second Tuesday of the month at
10am at the Richmond Village Lounge
in Thames.

Further information is available from
president Shirley Murphy, Ph 027 777
1542, or secretary Pat Fargher, Ph 021

U27-4 EXCAVATOR

%
P.A.

Great Deals On Now

The U27-4 is designed to handle the
challenging jobs that are way out of reach

for bigger excavators. The zero-tail swing

lets you travel through and turn smoothly

in tight spaces with ease. Features like a
powerful digging force and easy simultaneous
operation of four functions and more, offer
performance you can truly rely on.

rorR EARTHWORKS

v

Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire
Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

Metal

vV vV

Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

026 05455.

Contact Us Today

60 Orchard West Rd, Ngatea Waikato 3503
07 867 7524
centralmotors.co.nz

The 35-year anniversary cake is cut by life members. Photos: SUPPLIED

Newest Honorary Over 90s club mem-

ber Sidney Shepherd. Judy Newmarch enjoys the celebrations.

Club members Graeme Brighouse, Rita Lamb, and Maryanne Dalton.

For CARTING OF

>

Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell

Palm Kernel

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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Enviro projects shine during conservation week

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Conservation Week event at

the Kauaeranga Visitors Cen-
tre just outside Thames featured a
showcase of environment-focused
school projects, interactive work-
shops and conversations to in-
spire children to care for nature.

The event, a collaboration be-
tween Enviroschools and the De-
partment of Conservation, saw
11 schools attend from across the
Hauraki and Coromandel regions.

First up was the “Market Day”,
where eight of the schools set up
stalls explaining the environmen-
tal projects they had undertaken.

Students wandered among the
displays, which featured a wide
variety of initiatives.

Many of the schools spoke about
efforts within school grounds to
replant forest areas, develop food
gardens, care for worm farms and
chickens, and cultivate seedlings
for planting within the commu-
nity. Netherton School students
chronicled their trips to a local
kahikatea stand, where they study
and care for the ngahere [bush].

Piriri School students talked
about their studies in their awa
[river], finding leeches and learn-
ing to test soil.

At Matatoki School, their envi-
ronmental learning was incorpo-
rated into the arts, with the stu-
dents showing off their costumes
and awards from their conser-
vation-themed performance at
the performing arts competition,
Showquest, in June.

Students from eight schools shared their environmental work at a “Market Day” display at the Kauaeranga Visitor Centre.

Hauraki Plains College students
had also incorporated the arts into
their environmental work, with
their exhibit of foil blankets made
from recycled chip packets.

Meanwhile, Waikino School
displayed their hands-on learning
approach with an interactive stall,
where they taught other students
how to whittle with knives.

Enviroschools  environmental

education facilitator Jo Buchan
said she loved seeing the students
sharing their knowledge and ideas
for interacting with nature.

“It's amazing to see young peo-
ple taking real action to protect our
environment,” she said.

“These students are the conser-
vation leaders of tomorrow.”

The event aims not only to cel-
ebrate current achievements but

also to foster collaboration and
long-term connections between
schools, Jo said. “I love hearing the
kids talking to other schools... be-
ing interested and wanting to learn
what they're doing,” she said.

“There’s no other space that I'm
aware of that gives the schools this
opportunity to share what they've
been doing.”

The market was followed by

Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

workshops run by local conserva-
tion groups - students were able
to encounter native geckos and
fish, learn about pest trapping and
worm farms, plant seedlings, dis-
cover native shorebirds, practice
their recycling skills, learn about
native plants and kiwi, and more.

2019 Canam
Defender 800
Roof / Screen,
Wiper,

Top Spot Light

2019 Honda
Pioneer 700
Roof / Screen /
Wiper,

Cab Back,
14,500 km

Top Flashing Light

Bullbar, 1 Owner,

2018 Honda
Pioneer 700
Roof / Screen /
Wiper

Front Bullbar,

2023 Honda
TRX520 FA6P
4x4 Auto, P/S,

7000kms
Dry Stock Farm

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Kia Niro stia Stonic

HEV ‘Light” 1.6L Petrol

SRRP

26,990
39,990 neceT s ORC
Kia Sportage Kia Tasman
Light 1.6T HEV 2WD Ute

rice e uce to

49,990

Available now for test drives and pre orders

THAM ES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph 07 868 8951 . paul Gritfin 021 169 4036 - www.ThamesKia.co.nz
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Exceptional. Every day.

Waihi
20 Wrigley Street

Sunny and Bright with Double Garage

Sun, space, and value, whether you're looking for a first
home or a tidy investment, this is one you must see. Set
on an 809sgm (approx.) flat section, this lovely
weatherboard three-bedroom home is full of practical
%’o eal.

21 eves.co.nz/ewa20589
[OF G

Waihi
40 Evans Street

Motivated Vendor Wants Action
Positioned on a manageable 459 sqm (approx.) section,
this character home needs someone handy to
rejuvenate. The heart of the home is a spacious living
room with a cosy fireplace, detached garage/workshop,
I%Ind off-street parking.

i i1 eves.conz/ewal9851

Waihi

11 Princes Street

A Timeless Treasure

Beautifully restored 1899 three-bedroom home
blending character and comfort. Spacious, light-filled
living with modern kitchen, conservatory, sleepout,
landscaped gardens, extra parking, and garage. Close to
Isilch%ols, Waihi Beach, and Karangahake Gorge.

eves.conz/ewal9799

EEH

Waihi
14B Kenny Street

Motivated Vendor Make an Offer

This sunny, centrally located section of 604 sqm
(approx.) offers endless possibilities for your next big or
small project. New fencing has been added, and this
section has essential services, including water, power,
I%nd fibre at the site; it just needs connection.

%g%g eves.conz/ewal9614

3l g Gy 122 2 [@)

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Tlmm 1 G 12D 1 (@)

Asking Price $479,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

3l g Gy 122 1 (@)

Asking Price $850,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
5B Thomas Place

Room for the Tools & Room for the Kids

This could be the home you have been searching for.
Solid, and in an elevated position, offering functionality
and space for everyone to share. Set on a generous
919sgm (approx.) fully fenced section, this property has
%T%e room for kids, pets and fun in the sun.

% eves.co.nz/ewa20626

et

Waihi
130 Kensington Road

Family Home Entry Level Lifestyle

This four-bedroom, two-bathroom family home is set
on a generous 1765 (approx.) sgm site, offering space,
privacy, and a rural outlook all in a prime location!
Spacious living with fireplace extend to sunny
I%rn}_telirltaining deck. Plus a detached garage/workshop.

eves.conz/ewal9945

Waihi
342 Pukekauri Road

Family Sized with Stunning Views

Set on 5,951sgm (approx) in a peaceful rural setting, this
expansive four-bedroom home offers the space,
privacy, and lifestyle you have been searching for. Large
windows in the living, dining, and sunroom capture
Isﬂwelsping rural views.

z i1 eves.conz/ewa20531

Waihi
10 Regent Street

Charming Character Cottage

This delightful three-bedroom character cottage sits on
a spacious 900sgm (approx.) section, timeless charm
with modern comforts. Featuring a wood burner and a
heat pump and internal entry to the double garage. Call
E'rooke Edwards for more information.

%} eves.conz/ewal9074

@ cves.conz

3l o G 1025 2 (@)

Asking Price $685,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

sl o G 225 1 (@)

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

sl 1 Gy 1625 5@ 2

Auction Thurs 18 Sept, from 1pm

247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View 1.30-2pm Sun 14 Sept

or by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

3lm | G 125 2 (@)

Asking Price $680,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Exceptional. Every day.

@ eves.conz

Waihi
12 Albert Street

Living Garden Oasis

This charming, solid 1940s home sits on a fully fenced
910 sgm section (approx.) and is packed with character
and potential. Step inside and you'll find three
bedrooms, one well-appointed bathroom, and a light-
E}Le'% open plan living, dining, and kitchen area.
|i|' ; eves.co.nz/ewa08954

1

H

SOLD

Waihi
26 Hollis Road, Waikino

Sold At Auction!

26 Hollis Road, Waihi was snapped up at auction last
week. We now have buyers actively looking for similar
properties in the area — if you're considering selling,
now is the perfect time. Get in touch today to see how
é\/_;—i:ﬂ%an help you achieve a great result.

%%é eves.co.nz/ewa20520

Waihi
32 Union Street

Great Starter

Whether you're a first home buyer or looking to expand
your rental portfolio, this property presents a smart
opportunity. Tucked privately down a driveway, the
home offers three bedrooms and a family bathroom,
évit_‘rlli‘spacious open plan living.

% ] eves.conz/ewa20337

SOLD

Waihi
9A Evans Street

Character Meets Comfort On Evans

Superbly positioned within a quiet cul-de-sac, this
beautiful villa perfectly combines character with
comfort. Recently updated with a new kitchen, fresh
floor coverings, and carpet, the home boasts an open-
Ellanlﬂ living area, complete with a wood burner.

e eves.conz/ewal8722

3l g Gy 122 2 (@)

Asking Price $639,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

3l o Gy 1025 6 (@)

Auction Sold
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

3l 1 Gy 1 [@)

Asking Price $570,000
View by appointment

Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester mullan@eves.co.nz

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

sl 1 Gy 123 2 @)

Sold
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
9E Colebrook Road

Riverside Privacy, Family Comfort

Tucked away for privacy on approx. 821sgm (approx.),
this modern brick home features hillside views, four
bedrooms including a master with ensuite and walk-in
wardrobe, open-plan living, a second lounge, double
E'g_r.ellitl;e, and low-maintenance grounds.

!é‘:% eves.co.nz/ewa20528

it

Katikati

2 Baigent Place, Tanners Point

Room to Grow, Views to Love

Embrace coastal living in this expansive family home,
perfectly positioned on a north-facing 947sqm (approx.)
section with breathtaking views. This two-story
residence has been thoughtfully updated with new
I1‘Ellooring, fresh paint, and modern lighting.

z i1 eves.conz/ewal9092

Waihi
20 Connell Street

Character, Space and Potential

This four bedroom character home could be just the
opportunity you've been waiting for. Set on a fully
fenced section of 2023m2 (more or less), this home
offers loads of space. For sale as is where is. Zoned
iEl'llduEstrial, offers options.

R i eves.co.nz/ewal9870

Waihi
43B Walls Road

Your Dream Lifestyle Awaits

Escape to your own piece of paradise with this
extraordinary 3.17-ha approx (STS) lifestyle section.
Nestled in a tranquil location with flat to rolling
contours, this land is a canvas for your dream home.
l%orcélering bush and experience the serenity of nature.

eves.conz/ewal7279

sl > Gy 2 (=% 1 (@)

Price by Negotiation

View 11.30am-12pm Sun 14 Sept
or by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

sl o Gy 225 2 (@)

Asking Price $1,095,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz
Kassarndra Clark 027 328 3305
kassarndra.clark@eves.co.nz

sl 1 Gy 2=

Asking Price $585,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lestermullan@eves.co.nz

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Exceptional. Every day.

Waihi
18 Silverton Road

Restored Homestead with Style

A stunning four-bedroom character homestead with a
unique, relaxed feel that promises the perfect blend of
comfort, space, and style. Step inside to an inviting light-
filled, open-plan dining room that flows effortlessly into
% I,fhullil| entertainer’s kitchen with ample storage.

g eves.conz/ewal9911

Waihi
56D Mataura Road

Private Rural Outlook

A generous 235sgm home, featuring open-plan living
with wood burner, smart vent, and heat pump. Three
bedrooms, two bathrooms, office nook, and double
garage provide practicality. Native plantings, stream
%cmc_%ss, and adjoining council land ensures privacy.

% eves.conz/ewa20566

Waihi
12 Galbraith Street

Character and Charm

Beautifully renovated character home on a fully fenced
1,077sgm section (approx). Featuring timber floors, high
ceilings, modern upgrades, and a sanctuary bathroom.
Living flows to a sunny deck, gardens, and fruit trees.
Bgtamched garage with power. Move-in ready.

B ; eves.conz/ewa20463

Waihi
32 Galbraith Street

Big is Better

This impressive executive-style home offers three
double bedrooms, including an oversized master with a
walk-in wardrobe and spacious tiled shower.Detached
triple garage with a utility room, currently used as a
Isi‘ltu%i‘o, provides ample space for your vehicles.

i1 eves.conz/ewal7936
[OFGeH

sl 1 Gy 123 1 @)

Enquiries Over $745,000
View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

sl o G 12D 2@ 2

Asking Price $850,000

View 12.30-1pm Sun 14 Sept
or by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

sl g Gy 122 1 (@)

Asking Price $695,000

View 10.30-11am Sun 14 Sept
or by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester mullan@eves.conz

3hmm 3 Gy 122 3 (@)

Asking Price $885,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
451 Woodlands Road

The Horizon Is Yours

This stunning lifestyle property offers a front-row seat
to some of the most breathtaking sunrises you'll ever
experience. Open plan living, dining and kitchen, the
home spans two levels with three bedrooms plus office
g‘n r’%edia room. Being sold Plus GST, if any.

E“ eves.conz/ewa20629

Waihi
744 Woodlands Road

Lifestyle Beyond Compare

Set high in the pristine landscape of Woodlands Ridge,
this exceptional 80ha (more or less) property is a rare
opportunity to secure a luxury rural lifestyle in a setting
of unparalleled serenity. Plus GST, if any.

g%% eves.conz/ewa20384

Waihi
6 George Street

Modern, Sunny, Affordable

Built in 2017, this modem two-bedroom J2 home offers
a smart design and relaxed living all set against the
peaceful backdrop of Gilmour Reserve. Step into a
sunny, open-plan living space. The spacious lounge is
fil_llgd with natural light and warmed by a fireplace.

Wy
E%& eves.co.nz/ewa20477

Waihi
17 Walker Street

Two Level Entertainer

Welcome to a true family masterpiece in the heart of
Waihi, where space, comfort, and endless potential
come together in the most exciting way. Set across two
levels, offering six bedrooms plus an office space, this

Itir]ul is the ultimate home.
E% eves.conz/ewa20519

@ cves.conz

e o Gy 125 1 [@)

Auction Thurs 9 Oct, from 1pm

247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lestermullan@eves.conz

sl > Gy 122 1 @) 28

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester mullan@eves.conz

2l 1 Gy 12D

Asking Price $620,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

6= 3 G 2125 3@

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Exceptional. Every day.

Waihi

116 Princes Street, Waikino

Explore the Space Privacy & Views

Vendors want this property Sold. Take the opportunity
to move now! This gorgeous home offers privacy,
comfort, and plenty of space. Set on 8,705 sqm
(approx.) of land, it features established grounds, fruit
IE:Ireeé‘, paddocks, and room to add a shed.

e eves.conz/ewal8450

Waihi
10 Richmal Street

Secure Sunny Section with Options

Located on the outskirts of town offering lifestyle living.

This 1722sqm (approx.) fully fenced section features a
gated entrance, private sunny position and an orchard.
The services include power, water, stormwater,
Isﬂewlgrage and fibre. Call Dynasty to view.

= i1 eves.conz/ewal8421

Waihi
7 George Street

First Home Buyers or DIYers

Space and opportunity with this three-bedroom home,
ideally suited for families, investors, or first-home
buyers looking to roll up their sleeves and make the
property their own. Set on a generous 686sgm (approx)
l%ill)&—'fenced section. Call Brooke for more information.

B eves.conz/ewal9176

Waihi
90 Kenny Street

Much More Than a Two Bedroom

Cottage!

This sunny secure property is located in the heart of

Waihi. The town centre, park and supermarkets are all

an easy stroll away. Ramp access at the rear and

&g&ﬁhed garage offering extra storage or workspace.
eves.conz/ewal8598

R

3l o Gy 1025 2 @)

Asking Price $885,000
View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $425,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

sl g Gy 1022 2 (@)

Asking Price $499,000

Phone for viewing times
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

2= > Gy 1625 1 @

Asking Price $575,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
290 Woodlands Road

A Lifestyle Above the Ordinary

Perched on 7.4ha (approx.) of countryside, this 228sqm
luxury home offers serene living with 3 bedrooms plus
study, open-plan design, stunning views, a sleek kitchen
with butler’s pantry, wood burner, double garaging,

l%nd £ high-stud shed for the boat. Plus GST (if any)

z ] eves.conz/ewal4580

Waihi
117 Bulltown Road

Privacy & Views Plus a Studio

Private family home positioned on 4044 sqgm (approx.)
of established grounds and gardens. Spacious living,
dining, and kitchen. Fireplace, heat pump, and heat
transfer. Detached double garage/workshop.

EELE
L oves.co.nz/ewal9638

rad i

Waihi
18 Connell Street

Industrial Land

This 4165sgm (more or less) vacant commercial site is
well positioned, offering wide road frontage and
accessibility. Located in Waihi's main commercial
precinct, bring your vision, an excellent opportunity
I%Xisltﬂs to establish or expand your business.

E : eves.co.nz/ehvcl19984

Waihi
49 Poland Street, Waikino

Refreshed Cottage with
Garage/Workshop
This fully refreshed home has the potential for a third
bedroom or home office, offering comfort, character,
and space, all set in a charming setting.
[EREE

eves.conz/ewa20198

@ cves.conz

3l o Gy 6 [@] =4

Auction Thurs 9 Oct, from 1pm

247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View 2-2.45pm Sat 13 Sept

or by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

al= > Gy 1125 2 (@)

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester mullan@eves.conz

2l 1 G 125 1 (@)

Asking Price $690,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Exceptional. Every day.

Waihi
9 Maddocks Street

Ticks All the Boxes, and Then Some

Immaculately presented four-bedroom, two-bathroom
home, proudly built in 2017 by Classic Builders. Set on a
low-maintenance 609m?2 (approx) section, this spacious
188m? residence has been thoughtfully designed to suit
%rng\‘/ing families. Call Brooke Edwards for more info.

ﬁjﬁ eves.co.nz/ewa20320

Waihi
730 Waitawheta Road

Big Price Drop on Dream Lifestyle Block

Escape to restful rural country living conveniently on
the outskirts of Waihi township surrounded by green
rolling hills and expansive farmland views. Create your
dream lifestyle right here. This desirable 2.3 ha. (approx.)
E‘are block has been subdivided and is a blank canvas.

z ] eves.conz/ewal5064

Waihi
68 Roberts Street

Private Sunny Section

A private section positioned down a ROW. A 580 sgm
(more or less) flat site with established trees bordering
the side. Essential services to the site include power and
water. This is a blank canvas ready to go, bring your
E‘larl’g and create your dream home here.
s eves.conz/ewal9936

e

Waihi
96B Waitete Road North

Bring a Vision to Match the View

Set on 2 hectares (more or less) of elevated land, this
lifestyle block offers stunning views over Waihi town
and the chance to create your very own retreat. With a
motivated vendor wanting action, now is the time to
Isilq%ge. Bring a vision, bring an offer.

E i eves.conz/ewal9516

sl o G 123 2 (@)

Asking Price $895,000

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $285,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Asking Price $479,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

@ cves.conz

Price Reduction

;’5\9’4?? v sl o G 1 [@)

tate Highway 2

Asking Price $1,099,000 Plus GST (if any)
Phone for viewing times

Lester Mullan 021 121 4940

lester mullan@eves.conz

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

$100k Price Drop!

This 6.2ha (approx) lifestyle block near Waihi offers
fertile pasture, ideal for grazing or horses. Includes a
modern 2019 four-bedroom home, garage, implement
shed, disused cowshed and its own bore water supply.

EHE
%%E eves.conz/ewal9033

Waihi — P .
21 Evans Street 3= 2w 1625 2 @
Asking Price $725,000
View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.conz

Stylish Entertainer

A beautifully designed three-bedroom, two-bathroom
modern home, comfort and style flow effortlessly
throughout. Once inside, you'll love the spacious open-
plan living that leads to a sun-drenched deck - ideal for
I%nteétaining or relaxing all day long.

z i1 eves.conz/ewa20340

Imagine a rental property where everything runs smoothly — with
reliable tenants, regular updates when you need them, and assurance
that your investment is well-managed and thriving. With EVES, you
get this peace of mind. Talk to us today!

Property Management

EVES Waihi ® 07863 1118

waihi@eves.co.nz
EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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ARBORIST

ARBORIST

» Stump removal
experts for tree
stumps of all sizes

« Coromandel, Franklin
and Waikato

« Experienced and fully
insured

« Owner operated, local
business

Call now for a free quote 021539779

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

ARBORIST

Qualified and insured arborists.

20+ years experience

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal » Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

027 439 0367
_______shortbacknsides.co.nz

BUILDER

CIVIL CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges o One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonNeE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz
0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

wenzlick

«UTOMOTIVE
® Repair ¢ Service
e WOF ¢ Diagnostic

Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

BUILDER

® New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

= Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or small

Shaun 021389198 | admin@cairdconstruction.com

CIVIL CONSTRUCTION

DRrivING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS
W srsorist

Peninsula Joinery brings ideas to life

eople don’t have to look far for someone
to help bring their kitchen ideas to life.

That's where Peninsula Joinery, on the cor-
ner Albert and Davy Streets, Thames, comes
in. Owner-operator Kev Gilmor said the team
was at the ready with a reputation for produc-
ing top quality, competitively priced custom
cabinetry work for kitchens, bathrooms and
entire home fitouts.

“We cover the Thames, Coromandel Penin-
sula, Hauraki Plains, Waikato and Auckland
regions, and further afield.”

The team offers free on-site measurements
and consultations, assistance with selecting
colours, products and hardware, as well as
support throughout the planning and design

process. And their services extend all the way
through to custom building, manufacturing
and installation. People can rest assured Kev
and the team at Peninsula Joinery are there to
help. “We know the importance of providing
the best possible service.”

The team’s craftsmanship covers a range of
home fit outs in a wide variety of styles and
wood options which includes: kitchen bench-
es, kitchen cabinets, bathroom vanities, laun-
dries, entertainment units, bookcase units,
internal stairs, wardrobe systems and more.

“Get in touch with the team at Peninsula
Joinery today to help with your project.”
DETAILS: Phone 07 868 6323 or email
office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz.

BUILDING SERVICES

CURTAINS

40z

Custom Fabrics

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

EARTHWORKS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES
¢ General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...
Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

ELECTRICIAN

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Make your home
pet friendly

FUNERAL
SERVICES

“y

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally owned & operated

Direct Cremation $2950 gst inci
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames & Waihi

Direct Cremation $3450 gst inc!
for Coromandel, Tairua,
Whangamata & Whitianga.

Traditional, Bespoke &
Eco Funerals from *5500

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

Funeral Directors
FNZ
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Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

CALL THE EXPERTS SPO
B FERTILISER NN FLOORING

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

e Carpet ¢ Vinyl
e Laminate ¢ Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote
Phone : 021 020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz
THE

FLOORLe

FLOORING

[_____FLOORING |
OWENS FLOORING

Phone: 027 233 7277 | 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

Hunts Home Kills

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.

¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.

¢ Professional facilities.

e Smoked meats are our specialty.

e 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

e Game orders over 10kg

* Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

* Interior & Exterior ¢ Residential & Light Commercial
« Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid

Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

HIRE CENTRE

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames
Perrin Newland

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz
We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
* All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
* Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

ALLENS UN[TTED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

ASTE
LISTS

LIQUI

SPEC

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067
SCRAP VEHICLES

CARS
WANTED

UVEHICLE

IPRECISION]

"WINDSCREENS ,
We. come 1o Yott!

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz
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RTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

FOOTBALL

Thames Women storm into final after stunning
comeback

A magnificent second-half display saw Thames
FC overturn a 2-0 deficit to beat Northern Unit-
ed Premiers 5-3 in a dramatic cup semi-final at
Rhodes Park on Sunday.

Thames were handed the toughest possible
semi-final draw: runaway Division One champi-
ons Northern United Premiers, who had been
beaten just once all season and conceded only
10 goals.

The first half belonged to the visitors, who
looked dangerous from the outset - control-
ling the game with ease and forcing Thames
deep into their defensive third. It took just six
minutes for them to draw first blood. Sasha Nel-
son pounced on a loose ball and thundered a
30-yard strike in off the crossbar for 1-0. With
an easterly wind at their backs, Northern kept
Thames under sustained pressure, pinning the
hosts deep.

A brief spell of pressure gave Thames a route
back into the game, as a goalmouth scramble in
the Northern box resulted in a penalty. It was a
key moment as Brooke Douglas stepped up, but
McKenzie Claydon dived to her left, palming the
ball away to safety.

Despite the scare, Northern continued to
dominate and made it 2-0 with a neatly curled
free-kick from playmaker Hunter-Rose Earl.
Thames were hanging on as the half ended with
a flurry of chances for the visitors. First, Abigail
Marshall came close with a rasping drive before
Hannah Jordan set up Nicola Gonzalez, whose
shot hit the bar, with Thames goalkeeper Bryony
Wayne pouncing on the rebound.

The half-time whistle brought some much-
needed relief for Thames and a chance to recali-
brate after a testing opening 45 minutes.

As the weather started to change, so did the
game. Coach Xavier Brown adjusted the shape
to a narrow 4-4-2 system and introduced fresh
legs to reinvigorate his side. With the wind and a
packed grandstand behind them, Thames began
to find a foothold and work their way back into
the tie.

It was captain Emma Hinds-Senior who set the

Beth Powell works hard to secure the ball.

second-half tone and dragged Thames back into
contention. A neat turn opened space for a low
shot, which took a big deflection before finding
its way into the corner of the net - a welcome
stroke of luck.

Momentum was shifting, and it wasn’t long
before Thames drew level. There was nothing
fortunate about the equaliser as Keltie Mc-
Manus broke through the defence before arrow-
ing a shot into the top corner. Northern were
stunned and left to wonder how their comfort-
able two-goal lead had evaporated so rapidly.

Thames continued on the front foot and took
the lead on the 70-minute mark. McManus’s
corner was initially cleared, but a follow-up cross
found poacher Ariel McNab in the six-yard box.
The striker steered a volley inside the near post
for 3-2, sparking jubilant scenes in the crowd.

The game was far from over. Northern, un-
accustomed to trailing after a season of domi-
nance, soon hit back to level once more. Saman-
tha Warwick drove through the Thames midfield
before threading an inch-perfect pass to Nelson,
who applied a neat finish into the far corner for

The tension was high. The tie perfectly poised
heading into the final 10 minutes. A moment
of magic from Samantha Chamberlain edged
Thames back in front. The combative midfielder
burst into space before unleashing a powerful
low strike that skidded off the surface and nes-
tled into the corner.

With the 90 minutes almost up, there was just
time for Thames to cap off their stunning sec-
ond-half display with a fifth goal.

Chamberlain broke into the box and was clum-
sily brought down with the referee pointing to
the spot. She stepped up and coolly converted
to seal a famous 5-3 win and confirm Thames’
place in the cup final.

The Rhodes Park faithful witnessed a pulsat-
ing semi-final, rich in drama and quality from
start to finish. Thames looked down and out
at half-time, but a spirited second-half display
sparked a remarkable comeback.

Attention now turns to September 21 and the
final against Waikato Unicol - with an historic
league and cup double on the line.

- Jonathan Coles

Photo: MARK BROWN/ONE OF A KIND PHOTOGRAPY

TOWING

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

24HR Breakdown ¢ AA Towing « WOF
Full mechanical workshop
MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7
thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

TYRES & BATTERIES

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.
314 Pollen St, Thames

Ph 868 8182

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Walrus swim returns

After a five-year break, the leg-
endary Walrus swim returned
to Waih1’s Oceana Gold in the
first week of September.

Five swimmers initially
braved the 15 degree celsius
water in the gold mining com-
pany’s polishing ponds at the
water treatment plant to swim
the chilly 110 metres to glory.

Somehow six swimmers
crossed the finish line when
one of the organising commit-
tee swam the last 25 metres
“just to show how it should be

done”.

The Walrus goes back
around 20 years, and tradi-
tionally has been swum around
mid-winter, regardless of the

weather.

In some years the rain was so
bad that no photos of the event

exist.

The swim takes place in the
less-than-two-metre deep
pond where treated water is
held and monitored for quality

Shivers’.

“There are mythic stories

before being discharged into

the Ohinemuri River.

Around 30 staff gathered to

about relay teams in previous
years, that sounds like fun.”

cheer on the participants, none
of whom have taken part in the
event before.
Underground mine engineer
Zibo Lin blitzed the field to
win the race, with processing
manager Thomas Trott coming
in second and environmental
officer Michaela Malone taking
out third place.
Each swimmer was awarded
a prize, and certificates were
also presented for ‘Best Walrus
Lookalike’, ‘Loudest Cold-Wa-
ter Shriek’, and ‘Most Realistic

Now that the Walrus is back,
the organising committee said
they hoped for a larger field
next year.

The swim participants take part in
their chilly swim while onlookers

cheer them on.

TOP RIGHT: The Walrus trophy is
made from a steel ball like those
used in the mill to grind ore-

bearing rock.
Photos: SUPPLIED

Death Notice

CLASSIFIEDS - peadiine 12 noon Monday

Public Notices

TAYLOR,

Margaret Lily (née Selak):
Passed away peacefully at
Bupa Tararu Care Home on
the 4th September 2025
aged 89 years. Treasured
wife of Dennerly

(deceased 19.12.23) loving
mother and mother-in-law to
Janet, Gayle and Brett,
Tracey and Sam. Cherished
grandmother to her 10
grandchildren and 5

great grandchildren. Your
passing will leave a huge
hole in our lives and you will
be sadly missed. A private
cremation will be held in
accordance with

Margaret's wishes. Any
correspondence to 15
Puketui Valley Road, R D,
Hikuai 3579

Church Notices

Waihi Assembly

of God Church
“Worship & Healing”
10am Sundays
Scout Hall,
Baker St, Waihi

For Lease Tutoring Situations Vacant
\Tfﬁrds for 'e;f(ev f:n%gjgng‘tittgﬁnzngr Miller Avenue School]|[Miller Avenue School
ames and Kopu. . Relief Teacher Caretaker
Suitable for trucks, | Staff training. We can )7 o jieq prima Suit a handy- h
also assist you with fimary ulta handy-person wno
vehicles or trade o Y Teachers required to cover h i f skill
administration tasks as a variety of skills.
business base. Ph : classroom release and day %5 k
' Phone 021 474933 release across all year levels. Up 10 25 hrs per wee
027 440 7101 www.Aim4Ways.co.nz | |Enquiries to: all year.
The Deputy Principal Enquiries to: The Principal
Garage Sale Storage janel@millerave.school.nz || |principal@millerave.school.nz
lIMassive Garage Sale! || Storage Unlimited
Saturday 13th 25 Ngati Maru Highway
& Sunday 14th Kopu, Thames

4 Towers Street, Paeroa

Clean, secure, dry
Units available

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King
James)

You want the truth, it's
all here. Come help

us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday
nights 6pm

From: 8am to 4pm 7x3.6mand 7 x5.5m
Bargains Galore! Phone 07 868 9944
Everything must go! TORAGE
Priced rummage bins EOPCU) P AES(‘J A
Great deals on fumitwre for ||| TE AWAM UTU
restoration! “New Units”
Second hand tools Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
and much more! Safe n Sound Storage
See you there! www.safestorage.co.nz
Gardening Trades
STUMP GRINDING. FENCING
All sizes, all areas. CONTRACTOR

Thames based.
Ph 021 060 7659

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality

Handyman

workmanship

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades
with over 20 years exp
building trade. Please
contact Laurie King

021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Competitive prices
Call Matt
0211727 148

Senior BAS Accountant

We are currently looking for a committed and
talented Accountant to join the team in our
Paeroa office.

If you have a good understanding of technical
accounting and NZ tax knowledge and have
worked in the primary sector, then this role
would be a good match for your skill set.

The right candidate will be an excellent
communicator, highly organized and either
have completed or be close to completing their
Chartered Accountancy.

We offer a competitive salary, modern
systems, and great working environment and
team culture.

To find out more about the role visit our
careers section at
www.nickhoogeveen.co.nz

TAHARUA MARAE -
ANNUAL GENERAL

MEETING
Notice hereby is given that
the AGM of Taharua Marae
will be held on:

Date: Saturday
19th October 2025.
Time: 10am-2pm.
Venue: Taharua Marae,
Paeroa.

All descendants and
beneficiaries are
encouraged to attend.

For further information,
please refer to the Rihitoto
Mataia Descendants -
Taharua Marae Paeroa

Facebook Page.

Paeroa Business
Association Inc
AGM
18th Sept 2025 5.30pm
The Refinery,

5 Willoughby Street
All welcome

Builders

Builder available
Licensed Builder.
Alterations /
Maintenance / Decks
Great rates.

Ph Mark 022 344 0629

BURROWS
ROOF CLEANING

Waihi Living Waters
Christ Centered
Meetings
Sunday 4pm
15 Smith St, Waihi

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:
Ph 0221303885

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters
cleaned before winter
from $100
Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

CAR GROOMER / DETAILER
LINN MOTORS PAEROA

Must have full Driver's License.
Be neat, tidy and able to work unsupervised.
Must have an eye for detail, be physically fit
as some heavy lifting may be required.

CV'’s to Reception or

email to briantrebes@linncars.co.nz

Friendly licensed
builder. 40 years exp.
All aspects .No job too
small. lan 021 540 376

Proposed Temporary Road Closure

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act
1974, notice is hereby given that for the
purpose of a Motorsport Rally Tarmac
Sprint event organised by Thames

Valley Car Club it is intended to close the
following road to ordinary vehicular traffic
for the period indicated hereunder. During
the proposed period of closure provision
will be made for ordinary vehicular traffic,
which would otherwise use the road, to
use alternative routes.

Period of closure: Sunday 19 October
2025, 8.00am to 6.00pm.

Roads to be closed: Golden Cross Road,
Waikino.

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular
traffic will be made with signs, cones and
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person otherwise than
under authority of an authorised permit to
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic
during the proposed period of closure.

Any objections should be directed to
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 19 October
2025.

D A Speirs
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph
Phil 021 088 63559

Painters

Storage

Firewood

Handyman Services

Big double load
of ti tree mix.
Dry shed
stored and free
delivery. $340
Ph: 022 386 0395

Phone: Fleur or Crighton e 0273 913 283

THAMES HANDYMAN
& BUILDING SERVICES
Building,
home maintenance &
general gardening services

TOTAL STORAGE LTD ™=

KEREPEHI / PAEROA 1 [
10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C's apply

021 67 67 99

info@totalstorage.co.nz

HAURAKI REGIONAL
PAINTERS
Over 12 years
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available.

Free quotes.
Phone Graeme for all
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Rural Land Painters
Experienced painters
in all farm buildings
and older homes
Hauraki/Piako wide.

Ph Greg 027 2142442

_a—
P

HAURAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Intended Agri-Chemical
Application

Weather permitting, herbicide applications
will be made to property administered by
Hauraki District Council. This will include our
parks and reserves, footpaths and walkways.
Both Roundup and Versatill will be used
between the months of September 2025

and February 2026.

This work will be carried out by either
Council's Works Team department or other
contractors. All applicators will be Grow safe
accredited.

For further details please phone Hauraki
District Council on 07 862 8609 or 0800 734
834.

DA Speirs

Chief Executive

Hauraki District Council

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz
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Be sure to watch the shadow, run the ramp

By MICHAEL WILKES

ecently we
took the
chance to spend
a weekend away
at a friend's
bach.

It's been a busy season for
us, so it was incredibly refresh-
ing to simply escape with the
kids and slow down a bit.

Most of our time was spent
riding around the town -
from one playground to the
skatepark, then off to another
playground.

The first ride started with the

two older kids leading the way
to “the big playground”.

We ended up going in cir-
cles, heading down dead ends
and making wrong turns. What
could’'ve easily become frus-
trating turned into a great little
teachable moment.

I encouraged them to watch
their shadow - if it was in front
or on their left, we were head-
ing roughly in the right direc-
tion. If it was behind them, we
were probably about to end up
in another loop.

Along the way, we stopped
at the skatepark. My oldest
daughter was carefully walking
her bike down the ramps, but

I knew she could handle rid-
ing them. So | gave her a gentle
push - figuratively.

She refused at first, saying
she was scared and couldn’t do
it. | promised to run alongside
and catch her if she fell. She
gave it a go.

By her third attempt, she
was beaming, racing down the
ramp with a confident “Thanks,
Daddy!” as she took off on her
own.

Later, at the playground, my
oldest son was giving “parkour”
acrack. I jumped in beside him,
helped him figure out ideas,
and when he said “l can't”, | en-
couraged him with tips on tech-

nigue and reminded him what
he could do.

By the end of the day, the
kids were glowing - more con-
fident, more capable, and with
a slightly bigger world.

As parents, we can’t afford to
be asleep at the wheel. We're
seeing anxiety on the rise in our
teens.

Our phones - and all the apps
on them - are doing everything
they can to steal our attention.

But we can't let them win.
The cost to our kids is too high.

We need to be intentional.
Push them a little further - with
love.

Walk alongside them when

they face something scary. Be
their biggest cheerleader when
they succeed, and the soft land-
ing when they don't.

Because those moments -
leading the way, facing new
fears or cheering on parkour
moves - will help shape who
they believe they can become.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with
Living Well Trust, running mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support local youth work
or follow more stories and insights, find
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you'd like to connect
about a speaking engagement, commu-
nity initiative, or supporting youth work,
email michael@livingwell.org.nz.

Style Your Space

Freshen up your home this spring with
Carpet Court & CurtainStudio Thames

Looking to update your home this
spring?

Carpet Court and CurtainStudio
Thames are your local go-to for
all things flooring and window
furnishings.

Conveniently located on Pollen
Street, the store brings together
New Zealand’s leading brands under
one roof, making it easier than ever
to transform your space.

Since opening in June 2024, the
Thames store has been proudly
serving the local community and
surrounding areas across the
Hauraki Plains and the Coromandel.

The experienced team, led by
Taz, offers expert advice and
personalised service to help you find
the perfect solution for your home.

Whether you're after carpet,
luxury vinyl tiles (LVT), sheet vinyl,
SPC, hybrid or timber flooring, or
stylish curtains, blinds, tracks, and
accessories — you'll find it all here.

Plus, the team offers free on-site
consultations throughout the region,
making the process even more
convenient.

There are also some fantastic in-
store specials currently available,
including carpet from just $105 per
linear metre, 50% off all custom
fabric, making, and lining, and 50%
off Studio brand roller and venetian
blinds.

So if you're thinking about a home
refresh, now’s a great time to visit

20
-00%

readymades
storewide’!

off

all Bhino carpet’

ZO% FREE

Making on selected
studio. and P (bt
custom curtains’

Carpet Court C Curtain Studio

*0ffers are valid until 30/09/25 on selected ‘while stocks last. online for full details.

Make every day beautiful with

\\\\\ I //////

Qm DoHem

512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891

w: flowersonpollen.co.nz

The experienced team, led by Taz, offers expert advice and personalised
service to help you find the perfect solution for your home. Photo: SUPPLIED

and take advantage of these great
offers.

Carpet Court and Curtain Studio
Thames are open Monday to Friday
from 8:30am to 5:00pm, and
Saturday from 8:30am to 2:00pm.

For a free measure and quote, visit
carpetcourt.co.nz or curtainstudio.
co.nz, or contact the team on 07
777 4994 or 027 978 1816.
- Supplied by Carpet Court and
CurtainStudio Thames

E: flowersonpollen@gmail.com

ens Floor

'e Have All Your Flooring Needs Covered
Flooring Sales & Installation
Domestic & Commercial

Join our monthly
Style Your Space
page and receive

a feature article
about your business
and a listing on the
Coromandel App

iNncider

Interior Design Service

Complete design, planning, and furnishing
services for new builds and renovations.

Carpets ¢ Vinyls ¢ Floor Sanding
Laminate & Timber Planking

Window Treatments

Custom-made curtains, blinds,
and shutters.

Contact Davidda - 022 174 3988
davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277

Shop online or in-store for our full range:
The Depot Lane, 715 Pollen St, Thames

or Nikki - 022 130 3885 M 021 509 952 www.insider.net.nz

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz
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SUDOKU

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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Puzzles © The Puzzle Company

www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

EASY

MEDIUM

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 69 Save from danger 32 Programme (6)

1 Train (5) (6) 34 Group of players (4)
4 Consider again 71 Passé (3,2,4) 36 Chasm (5)
(4,1,6,4) 76 Vendor (6) 38 Long hilltop (5)

14 Debonair (5)

15 Organ controls (5)
16 Sheltering (10)

17 Summit (5)

19 Demise (3)

20 Pistol, revolver (7)
21 Passenger (9)

22 Knocked to the floor

25 Exhibited (3,2,4)
27 Planet (6)

77 Timing device (9)
79 Big bird (7)

81 Infant (3)

84 Springtime
constructions (5)

85 Branch of
mathematics (10)

86 Merchandise (5)
87 African country (5)
88 Using any means,
fair or foul (2,4,2,2,5)

40 Spiritual teacher (4)
45 Definitive handbook
5)

46 Pulled along (7)

47 Garden tool (4)

48 Lessens (6)

49 Sovereign (5)

50 Personal offence

52 Nonsense (10)
53 Sentry (7)

28 Idea (6) 89 Heap (5) 54 Hypothesis (6)
33 Hot-air traveller (10) 55 Lost weight (7)
35 Beverage (3) DOWN 56 Adhesive (5)

36 Allocate (6)

37 Alcoholic drink (4)
39 Chest bone (3)
41 Crisp flat cake (7)
42 Pill (6)

43 Conferred with (9)
44 Knock over (5)
45 Nightmare (3,5)
50 Skyward (2)

51 Set out in column
form (8)

55 Hessian (5)

58 Extortion (9)

59 Prejudiced (6)
60 Sanctioned (7)
61 Armed conflict (3)
63 Therefore (4)

64 Lecture (6)

65 Fitting (3)

66 Wheeled ride-on
(10)

68 Golfer’s aide (6)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

2 Make illegal (6)

3 Roman god of love
®)

5 Yonder (4)

6 Trade ban (7)

7 Vitamin C deficiency
disease (6)

8 Cool (5)

9 Fail to attend to (7)
10 Deficiency (4)

11 Complied (6)

12 Stunned (5)

13 Expressionless (7)
14 Cheese type (7)
18 Car (10)

23 Up and about (5)
24 Cutinto three (7)
26 DNA clue (anag)(7)
27 Inauguration (5-2)
29 | earnit (anag)(7)
30 Yacht harbour (6)
31 Motionless (5)

57 Spots (4)

62 Cleric (5)

67 Not live (anag)(7)
68 Untidy jumble (7)
70 Model's stage (7)
72 Indistinct (7)

73 Ungenerous (6)
74 China, formerly (6)
75 Tart (6)

76 Supports (5)

78 Earlier (5)

80 Perch (5)

82 Capital of Norway

83 Grain store (4)

ACROSS: 1 Cabbage, 4 Nutriments, 9 Hayloft, 13 Rare, 14 Strike, 15 Gateau, 16 Rotting, 19 Infuriated,
20 Overshot, 21 Cowed, 24 Choose, 25 Solemn, 27 Dixieland, 32 Response, 33 Trunks, 34 Eyelash, 38

915/6]7/1.2]4 38
7/8/2[3/4 6159
431895726

5

2
81346 7[592
16]4]58 9273
5(7/8[2/3 4[9/6]1
32/9]6/7.1]8/45

EASY

HARD

237

DOWN: 1 Corgi, 2 Barefoot, 3 Extras, 4 Naive, 5 Ties, 6 Ingrown, 7 Esteem, 8 Teams, 10 Atom, 11 Let-
down, 12 Funded, 17 Prosperity, 18 Logic, 22 Relevant, 23 Plays, 24 Cleanse, 26 Owns, 28 Inkling, 29

Upkeep, 30 Bureau, 31 Astern, 33 Topic, 35 Lower, 36 Ogre, 37 Undo, 43 Laptop, 44 Gates, 46 Loud, 47
Shuffle, 48 Impure, 49 Scaly, 50 Ruminate, 51 Needle, 52 Industrial, 53 Owed, 54 Sustain, 59 Fever, 60
Over, 64 Ebony, 65 Ordinary, 67 Shuttle, 68 Saddler, 70 Become, 71 Enable, 72 Vienna, 75 Preen, 77 Eject,
78 Nomad, 79 Pact, 80 Féte.

Negligee, 39 Sample, 40 Inns, 41 Tweed, 42 Elegy, 45 Plastic surgeon, 52 Irons, 55 Spite, 56 Tutu, 57
Psalms, 58 Needless, 61 Toaster, 62 Affray, 63 Novelist, 66 Assembled, 68 Suture, 69 Dry run, 73 Revue,
74 Unopened, 76 Dedication, 81 Portray, 82 Verbal, 83 Eyeing, 84 Warm, 85 Memento, 86 Endearment, 87
Annoyed.
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BAYLEYS

Kaiaua 10 Rua One Place

Beachfront brilliance - sophistication, style, and space 1557wn I 3 b=y 3
Anchored on a no-exit road, this elevated 1,557sgm (more or less) beachfront home boasts breathtaking Firth of Asking Price $1,375,000
Thames views. Built for strength, the three-bedroom, three-ensuite + toilet home features an upstairs kitchen, View 12-12.30pm Sun 14 Sep
downstairs kitchenette, and durable materials. Expansive windows frame uninterrupted ocean vistas, while a rimu & 4-4.30pm Sun 21 Sep
benchtop adds warmth. Solid concrete walls and native timber details ensure character and longevity. A dumbwaiter T
aids convenience, and a Dolomite filtration system with 75,000L water storage boosts practicality. With direct water Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83
access, subdivision potential (subject to council approval), and Airbnb appeal, this coastal gem shines. karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

Connor Davis 027 496 4622
bayleys.co.nz/2630046

connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz

SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Waitakaruru Lot 13315 state Highway 2

Elevated section with native bush 1374+ 1

Set on1.3748 hectares (more or less), this property is surrounded by native trees and farmland. With titles issued, Asking Price $399,000
power installed, and a brand-new bridge over the stony-bottom stream, it’s ready for you to create your vision. The Phone for viewing times
gentle contours and flat building site make building straightforward, with space for landscaping, plantings, or evena Karl Davis 027 496 4633

pool. Neighbouring the established Earth Energies Sanctuary, you can build on existing ventures or pursue new ones. .

Centrally located, schooling, cafes, golf, and fishing are close by, with Hamilton, Manukau, and Coromandel beaches all karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

within 85 km. A rare find with space, value, and endless potential. Connor Davis 027 496 4622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz

‘SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

This property is arare find, as it offers a pristine canvas of 6,451sqm (subject to survey) withn

bayleys.co.nz/2316281

bayleys.co.nz @ .
airpoints*
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

HPC tips cap to new rugby tradition

RUGBY

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

brand new tradition at

Hauraki Plains College is
set to strengthen passion and
pride for the sport of rugby.

College First XV captain for
2025 Andy Rogers told The
Profile something that always
remained “in the back of our
minds” was the act of capping.

First XV players will now be
recognised with a special cap
after playing 20 games - “the
highest honour in school boy
rugby”.

“We thought it would be a
cool legacy to start and will car-
ry on as a tradition,” he said.

The 18-year-old also said it
was cool to be the first team
in the Thames Valley to kick it
off, with the first capping cer-
emony held at their game on
August 9.

Andy, alongside fellow team-
mate Charles Pompey, 16, who
instigated the idea of the cap-
ping at the college, said the
new tradition was recognition
for all the “blood, sweat and
tears we have put into the jer-
sey”.

The presentation involved
team members and fam-
ily coming together before the
game on the day of the recog-
nised player’'s milestone 20th
game.

“The parents of the player are
then given the cap to present to
their son, because without our

Clockwise from top left: Hauraki Plains College First XV players initiate new tradition of rugby capping; Andy Rogers, 18, and Charles Pompey,
16; Players with their caps - Fergus Ball, left, Andy, Riley Webber, Hunter Parker, absent: Anaru Ormsby.

parents we would not be play-
ing,” they said.

The new tradition added
more pride and motivation be-
cause “it makes you want to play
the games and train harder” to
secure a jersey and achieve the
20th cap, Charles said.

“No jersey is promised, you
have [to] earn it.”

It was clear the sport was im-
portant to Charles.

“Seeing my team run out on
to the field representing my
school, not just wearing the jer-
sey, but the caps made me feel
so proud with starting a tradi-
tion,” he said.

One thing he said the sport
showed him was that “if you try

your best and work hard, you
will achieve your best self”.

Meanwhile, Andy said it has
changed him into the young
man he was today.

“It's given me dreams to
chase and goals to achieve.”

He said he made his rugby
debut in year 11 and finished
with more than 40 games up

Photos: SUPPLIED

his sleeve.

“It was a dream come true
and I am honoured to receive
the first cap of this legacy,” he
said.

“It is something | hold close
to my heart as all the years and
effort I have put into the jersey
was a great way to sign off my
time with the First XV.”

e Houses

o Garages

e Farm Sheds

e Commercial

» Garage Doors

o Auto Openers

We take care of everything from start to

finish, including consents
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