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know?” they said. 
“Just being able to actually get to 

travel, being able to fight for your 
country, it feels real good.”

The club has until the end of 
September to raise the funds. They 
have already run a number of fun-
draising events, including a bake 
sale and raffles. On August 9 and 
10 they are holding a car wash be-

side Scotty’s Tyres on Normanby 
Rd, Paeroa, and a silent auction 
event is scheduled for September 
6 at the Paeroa Memorial Hall. 

There are also plans to run an-
other fundraising fight on Septem-
ber 13 at Hikutaia School Hall. 

“It is a lot of money in a short 
amount of time, but we’re just go-
ing to do our best,” the trio said.

Hemi said the club would do 
everything it could to get the boys 
there. 

“[It’s] super exciting because 
these boys didn’t even have a 
passport and none of them ever 
thought they would get to this sort 
of recognition,” he said. 

“I’m really really proud of these 
young fellas. 

“They’ve come a long way.”
DETAILS: Visit www.givealittle.co.nz/
cause/from-grass-roots-to-greatness 
to donate, or contact Hemi, Ph 021 
161 5003 or email waihimuaythai@
gmail.com, to donate or enquire 
about sponsorship. 

Three Paeroa youths have been 
offered the experience of a life-

time, but their fight isn’t over yet.
Codey Keane, Arlo Rakai and 

Nick Taylor were recently selected 
for the World Kickboxing Associa-
tion New Zealand team. They are 
heading to Sheffield, England, and 
Carrara, Italy, for the 2025 world 
championships - if they can raise 
$35,000.

The 16- and 17-year-olds are 
from Ngā Tama Toa, a small 
martial arts club in Paeroa. For 
more than two years they’ve been 
training under Hemi Keelan, and 
they credit the coach and the club 
for helping them achieve things 
they’d never dreamed of. 

“[The club is] basically keeping 
me on the straight and narrow… 
Keeping me out of jail,” Arlo said. 

“Gives us a chance to turn our 
lives around as well,” Nick added.

Training is five days a week, 
covering general fitness, core 
strength, sparring and technique 
across a variety of martial arts 
including muay thai and K1 kick-
boxing. And Hemi makes sure to 
nurture the youths’ wellbeing as 
well as their fitness. 

“Everyone’s like a family here, 
it’s amazing. No one’s left out of 
anything,” Codey said. 

Their places as representatives 
on the New Zealand team come 
with a hefty price tag, which will 
cover expenses including accom-
modation, travel, gear and entry 
fees for the two-week trip. But the 
boys, who have never even been 
on a plane before, are determined 
to raise the money. 

“It’s a surreal experience, you 

Fighting for an opportunity
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Nick Taylor, Codey Keane and Arlo Rakai are raising money for the “trip of a lifetime” with the WKA NZ kickboxing team.       Photo: ALICE PARMINTER



ic and ongoing staff shortages continually 
throughout the collective agreement bar-
gaining process,” he said.

“If Te Whatu Ora truly values nurses, as 
it claims, it will ensure they are not under-
staffed, under-resourced and overworked.”

Te Whatu Ora issued several statements 
in response to the strike action, saying it 
was “disappointed that the NZSO is taking 
strike action when there is a fair offer on 
the table”.

“We would like to reassure New Zealand-
ers that Health NZ is completely commit-
ted to safe staffing,” it said.

“The offer rejected by the union would 
see a new graduate nurse on $75,773 gain a 

total pay increase of $8337 (or 11 per cent) 
by the end of June, 2026, once step pro-
gression is included.

“A registered nurse on the highest step 
with a base salary of $106,739 would see 
their pay increase by $3224 to $109,963 by 
the end of June, 2026.

“The average salary for both senior 
and registered nurses, including over-
time, PDRP allowance, and penal rates, is 
$125,662.”

Te Whatu Ora estimated around 4300 
planned procedures and specialist appoint-
ments would have to be 
postponed as a result of 
the strike action.
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Thames nurses join nationwide strike
July 30 once again saw nursing staff raise 

a picket line outside Thames Hospital, 
as nurses across New Zealand walked off 
the job for 24 hours.

The nationwide strike is part of ongoing 
union action by the New Zealand Nurses 
Organisation (NZNO) since it began its col-
lective bargaining agreement process with 
Health NZ Te Whatu Ora in September last 
year.

The strike began at 9am, with around 
36,000 nurses, midwives, healthcare as-
sistants and kaimahi hauora across the 
country withdrawing their labour from Te 
Whatu Ora-run healthcare services. Life-
preserving services were not affected.

In Thames, around 30 people gathered 
on Mackay St with signs sporting slogans 
like “safe staffing saves lives” and “we need 
nurses”. 

They would not talk to media.
An open letter from the union said the 

strike was called over concerns about staff 
shortages.

“Our primary concern is safe staffing. 
Right now, we simply don’t have enough 
staff to safely care for the volume and com-
plexity of patients coming through the 
doors. This isn’t just a workplace issue - it’s 
a public health issue,” it read.

NZNO chief executive Paul Goulter also 
issued a press release on July 29, saying 
Te Whatu Ora was refusing to recruit into 
roles necessary for safe staffing.

“NZNO has raised concerns about chron-

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Thames nurses turn out in support of a nationwide strike over staff shortages.        Photo: SUPPLIED
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Emaline said, was developing 
a “toolbox” of strategies to help 
students understand what is and 
isn’t within their control. 

“They have opportunities for 
journaling, but for some kids it 
doesn’t work. 

“We have one kid who [will] 
say to his teacher, ‘I just need 
to go for a run’, and he’ll pop 
out for a couple of minutes and 
he’ll come back in and be back 
to [emotionally] even again. So 
it’s kind of knowing the kids as 
well.”

The impact the framework has 
had on St Joseph’s 60 students 
was substantial, Emalene said.

“We have noticed shifts in our 
children academically, which we 
can only put down to that style 
and flavour of teaching in our 
school,” she said. 

“Our achievement data in 
reading in 2021 was 65 per cent. 
And then we started our work 
with social and emotional learn-
ing.”

Reading achievement has 
climbed steadily since, Emaline 
said, reaching 88 per cent in 
2024. Emalene noted the figure 
was closer to 95 per cent when 
adjusted for an influx of English 
as Second Language learners 
during the year. 

Now, the school is hoping to 
use this framework to benefit 
students elsewhere, with a trial 
at St Joseph’s Catholic School in 
Te Aroha. 

“It’s powerful stuff, powerful 
learning,” she said. 

Improving academics through emotional regulation

Alongside their regular les-
sons on reading, writing, 

and maths, the students at St Jo-
seph’s Catholic School in Paeroa 
are learning to understand 
themselves. 

For the past three years, the 
school has been fine-tuning a 
social and emotional literacy 
teaching framework, dubbed 
Cognitive Affective Learning 
(CAL). 

It was developed in association 
with Mary-Anne Murphy from 
emotional intelligence consul-
tancy RocheMartin, using exten-
sive feedback from the school’s 
community. 

The framework is “quite spe-
cial”, principal Emalene Cull 
said, and has garnered inter-
est from the Education Gazette 
and the New Zealand Principals’ 
Federation magazine. 

“It’s brilliant because it’s confi-
dence building, and it’s honour-
ing and teaching the whole child, 
not just academically,” she said. 

“It’s beautiful seeing our kids 
showing empathy and being op-
timistic and resilient, which are 
the skills and the qualities that 
are going to set them up for life, 
not just for when they’re at St. 
Joseph’s.”

The framework, which is fully 
integrated into the school’s for-
mal learning processes, focuses 
on empowering students to rec-
ognise and manage their own so-
cial and emotional needs. 

“Unless we have got the so-
cial and emotional wellbeing in 
check, the process of learning 

becomes very difficult,” Emalene 
said. 

“Through addressing those 
social and emotional needs, we 
can lessen the cognitive load, so 
therefore the working memory 
can actually do what it needs to 
do.”

Like most literacy programmes, 
CAL begins with the basics. Year 
0-2 students learn the vocabu-
lary for their emotions, how they 
feel and look for different people, 

and explore how feelings are ex-
pressed in stories. 

For middle-schoolers, the 
framework introduces neurosci-
ence - the “upstairs and down-
stairs brain”, and the impact 
emotions have on learning and 
relationships - and begins devel-
oping strategies for self-regula-
tion. 

“For our seniors… They’re 
heading into their early adoles-
cence, and so the peer relation-

ships change, and they’re start-
ing to look at the world with their 
own eyes,” Emalene said.

“It’s amazing the things that 
they talk about in terms of stress 
and anxiety. It’s big world stuff, 
and I think part of that is the 
availability of information to our 
kids through social media and 
what have you, and sometimes 
they don’t know what to do with 
that.”

The key with this age group, 

Emotional and social wellbeing has been built into the curriculum at St Joseph’s Catholic School in Paeroa, giving 
students a “toolbox” of strategies to improve their resilience and manage their emotions.              Photos: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Champion pugilist takes on all comers in Thames

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

A ‘Grand Gladiatorial Ath-
letic Entertainment’ was 

staged at Thames’ Academy 
of Music to full houses where 
the world’s champion pugilist, 
Jem Mace, took on all comers.

But much to his consterna-
tion a local man came forward 
and took him on, defeating him 
by knocking him out. The pro-
ceedings then ended in some-
thing like a mild riot.

At Kirikiri a new hotel built 
to the order of proprietor Hori 
Matene was opened. 

Hori was his own architect, 
drawing up the plans and ac-
tively assisting in erecting the 
building. 

The hotel, which was ex-
actly opposite the old one, was 
exceedingly well construct-
ed, containing 14 good sized 
rooms, and was admirably fin-
ished and furnished. A sump-
tuous repast was laid in the 
dining room and toasts were 
drunk to the hotel’s success. 

Vintage Valley News

Speeches were made but an at-
tending reporter was so hungry 
he forgot to take notes.

A football match was played 
by a team of 12 from Kirikiri 
and 15 from Parawai, while 
a number of ladies enjoyed 
themselves immensely in a 
game, the identity of which no 
one knew. 

One gentleman thought it 

was football minus the ball; 
whatever it was, it caused a 
good deal of merriment among 
the players and bystanders.

Meanwhile, Mr Bradley who 
ran a coach service had to stop 
the run to Paeroa. 

He had excellent horses, light 
coaches, and good drivers, but 
Kenny’s swamp regularly foiled 
him. It was a peculiar place, 

1882

Chris’ Quiz
1. Kevin, Stuart and Bob are the three 
most prominent of which group of 
computer animated movie charac-
ters?
2. Iberian Air is the national airline of 
which country?
3. Inigo Montoya is a character from 
which book and film?
4. How many enemy aircraft must a 
military pilot shoot down to be given 
the title of ‘Flying Ace’? a) 2, b) 5, or 
c) 10?
5. The first Paddington Bear toy was 
created in 1972 by Shirley and Eddie 
Clarkson, who are also known as the 
parents of which well known British 
TV presenter?
6. Have the Summer Olympics ever 
been held in Amsterdam, Nether-
lands? 
7. Which of these vegetable plants is 
‘nitrogen fixing’ (able to fix nitrogen 
from the air into the soil)? a) Basil, b) 
carrots, or c) peas?
8. On which planet is one day (one 
rotation) longer than one year (a full 
orbit around the sun)? a) Mercury, b) 
Neptune, or c) Venus?
9. Which of the following is a real 
bird, and the official state bird of the 
US Virgin Islands? a) Bananahalt, b) 
bananaquit, or c) bananastop?
10. Which island nation banned 
chewing gum in 1992, where it is still 
illegal to this day?

ANSWERS: 1. Minions (from the Despic-
able Me movie franchise); 2. Spain; 3. The 
Princess Bride; 4. b) 5; 5. Jeremy Clarkson; 
6. Yes (in 1928); 7. c) Peas; 8. c) Venus. A 
Venusian day is 117 Earth-days long, com-
pared to a year which is 225 Earth-days 
long; 9. b) Bananaquit; 10. Singapore.

and when a horse put his hoof 
in, it was a matter of great 
uncertainty as to whether he 
would ever lift it out again. 

The coach ran to Hikutaia as 
usual but a lady passenger bit-
terly complained of the state of 
the road in some parts. 

If it had not been for the 
prompt help of another pas-
senger she would at one time 
have been thrown right out of 
the vehicle, so deep was the rut 
the wheel had got into. 

Mr Bagnall had charge of this 
part of the County, and she was 
of the opinion that he ought to 
be ashamed of himself for let-
ting it remain so neglected to 
the serious inconvenience and 
danger of ladies who like her-
self could not bear to travel in 
a stuffy old steamer while there 
was a coach to be had.

Over at Waitekauri a grace-
ful act of kindness was per-
formed when about a dozen of 
Thomas Gordon’s old mates 
and neighbours from Owharoa 
and Waitekauri gathered at his 
place with tools, and planted 
his garden (about half an acre) 
in potatoes and oats, and put 
it in good order for the coming 
season. 

Mr Gordon had the misfor-
tune to have his leg broken af-
ter being kicked by a cow and 
was in Thames Hospital, where 
he was getting on as well as 
could be expected; but it would 
be some weeks before he would 
be up and about again.
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Hauraki District Council 
Mayor Toby Adams is “ex-

tremely happy” to have secured 
seventh place for the second 
consecutive time in a nation-
wide poll assessing local govern-
ment leaders.

The poll was conducted by 
Curia Market Research for the 
NZ Taxpayers’ Union, and was 
conducted in a series of random 
monthly polls of 15,000 adult 
New Zealanders.

It asked the question: ‘How do 
you rate the job your local Mayor 
has done since the last election? 
Has it been very poor, poor, av-
erage, good or very good?’

Forty per cent of respond-
ents from Hauraki said Mayor 
Adams had done a good job, 
placing him at number seven 
- within the top 10 - of Mayors 
nationwide.

“Staying seventh means that 
I’m consistent, which is all I can 
ever ask for,” he told The Profile. 
“It just reaffirms that I am doing 
the right things day to day.”

With the local body elections 
coming up in October, Mayor 
Adams - who is vying for a third 
term - said the timing of the re-
sults reaffirmed his efforts to be 
“as good as I can for as many 
people as I can,” despite what 
could often be a thankless task.

“There’s only so long you can 
read negative comments or have 

Adams retains Top 10 
spot in mayoral poll The chief executive of Thames-

Coromandel District Council 
has received a 1.8 per cent pay 
rise, with the committee respon-
sible praising her “strong leader-
ship” during what they said was 
a particularly challenging year.

Aileen Lawrie has served as the 
council’s chief executive since 
August, 2022, following 12 years 
in the same role at Ōpōtiki Dis-
trict Council. Before Ōpōtiki, she 
was employed by Bay of Plenty 
Regional Council and Environ-
ment Canterbury.

With the 1.8 per cent adjust-
ment, Ms Lawrie’s annual salary 
has increased from $362,500 to 
$369,025. 

Chair of the Chief Executive 
Committee for Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council, John 
Morrissey, said Ms Lawrie had 
excelled in most of her Key Per-
formance Indicators for 2024-
25, and the pay increase reflect-
ed her strong leadership.

“We give the pay review to a 
company called Strategic Pay, 
who are an organisation that 
looks at CEO’s pay rises,” coun-
cillor Morrissey told The Profile.

“They compare various organ-
isations with similar numbers of 
staff, similar sizes, and come up 
with a figure, and the average in 
the market was 1.8 per cent, so 
that’s how we got the 1.8 per cent 
increase for Aileen.”

Cr Morrissey said the pay rise 
was “standard procedure for any 
organisational business,” and 
the review was conducted as part 
of an annual assessment of the 
chief executive’s performance 

Pay bump for council boss

Aileen Lawrie.    File Photo/KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

people swearing at you on the 
main street, or just calling you 
out, encroaching on your private 
space… It’s always going to hap-
pen, and at some point, it’ll an-
noy you or get to you.

“But we’re lucky because we’ve 
always had really good support 
from council. We always look out 
for each other. 

“So, while [the poll] singles 
myself out as the Mayor being 
in the top, there’s an amazing 
team that I get to work with - the 
elected members, plus the staff 
at council - that help you get to 
that position.

“While it names one person,” 
he said, “it’s certainly not a single 
accolade for one person.”

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council Mayor Len Salt was also 
listed in the Taxpayers’ Union 
Curia Poll, coming in at number 
20, with 30 per cent of respond-
ents ranking his performance as 

good.
Waikato District Council May-

or Jacqui Church was ranked 
29th, with 23 per cent of her 
respondents responding posi-
tively.

Matamata-Piako District May-
or Adrienne Wilcock was ranked 
fifth in the poll. While 37 per 
cent of respondents said she’d 
done a good job since the last 
election, just seven per cent said 
she’d done a ‘poor’ job.

The 10 least popular Mayors 
were: Gary Petley, South Wai-
kato; Vince Cocurullo, Whanga-
rei; Tory Whanau, Wellington; 
Wayne Guppy, Upper Hutt; 
James Denyer, Western Bay of 
Plenty; Ben Bell, Gore; Janet 
Holborow, Kapiti; Nobby Clark, 
Invercargill; Andrew Tripe, 
Whanganui; and Jamie Cleine, 
Buller.

Hauraki Mayor 
Toby Adams, pic-

tured at Anzac Day 
in 2024.

File Photo: KELLEY 
TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

and salary.
He said the council was “lucky 

to have her”.
“Aileen is one of New Zea-

land’s most experienced local 
government leaders, and her 
expertise has been invaluable to 
the council throughout her ten-
ure, especially during the last 
12 months as we’ve navigated a 
myriad of changes and recovery 
work. 

“Her leadership has delivered 
positive outcomes for our com-
munity amidst significant chal-
lenges.”

Cr Morrissey said Ms Lawrie 
had successfully managed ma-
jor projects driven by central 
government initiatives, includ-
ing water reforms, resource 
management changes, rating 
reviews, and Cyclone Gabrielle 
recovery efforts. 

“I enjoy working with Aileen, 
we have a good relationship, 
and I’m very impressed with her 
contacts in the local government 
sector,” he said. “She’s held in 
high regard everywhere I’ve 
been.”
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

as the ones benefitting from the 
programme. 

“The farmer doesn’t benefit 
from putting the backflows on… 
the people that are drinking 
water should be paying, not the 
whole cost but they should be 
paying.”

A further 570 farms and rural 
properties with high water usage 
had unknown backflow risk pro-
files and required further inves-
tigation, the report said. 

Councillors resolved to ap-
prove the $300,000 cost to 
install the backflow devices at 
council-owned properties, but 
deferred a decision on testing 
costs and potential costs to prop-
erty owners, pending further 
discussion and investigation into 
the issue. 

Meanwhile, councillors ap-
proved a recommendation to 
refurbish an unused Exeloo toi-
let block and install it at Waihī’s 
Morgan Park, at a cost of around 
$131,000. The toilet block was 
originally intended to be in-
stalled at Kaihere, and later at 
Patetonga; but these plans were 
scrapped due to a lack of NZ 
Transport Authority approval 
and changing tourism needs 
post-Covid-19. 

Councillor Anne-Marie Spicer 
said there was a need for a toilet 
block at the busy Morgan Park 
site. 

The council had some funds 
set aside for toilet facilities at 
the site but was $81,750 short. 
Councillors approved the extra 
funds. 

Unexpected $300k bill for water works
Some Hauraki District Coun-

cil councillors voiced their 
disappointment over an unex-
pected budget cost at the July 30 
general council meeting. 

The discussion was sparked 
over an agenda item looking at 
the council’s ongoing backflow 
prevention programme for water 
connections. 

The council is legally required 
to ensure its drinking water sup-
ply is kept free from contamina-
tion, and has been working to in-
stall backflow prevention devices 
at the point of supply to proper-
ties, with its priority being high-
risk properties. 

There are currently 60 coun-
cil-owned properties and 119 
commercial and industrial prop-
erties without backflow devices, 
which have been classed as high-
risk. 

It will cost $300,000 to in-
stall compliant devices at the 60 
council-owned properties, a fig-
ure which was unbudgeted for in 
the long-term plan. 

The council will also need to 
put aside funds for a regular 
device testing programme, to 
become compliant with the Wa-
ter Services Authority rules and 
regulations. 

“This is a prime example of… 
yet again, an unfunded mandate 
from central government,” May-
or Toby Adams told the meeting. 

“This is now the eighth test 
that we do on the water to en-
sure that it’s up to traditional 
water standards. It’s a require-

ment that’s been put on us, and 
[it] doesn’t matter which way we 
do it, we’re still going to look like 
the bad guys, but there is a public 
good.”

However, Councillor Ray 
Broad said the legal requirement 
for backflow prevention was not 
a new thing, and questioned why 
the cost was only being discussed 
now. 

“We’re three weeks into a new 
financial year and get slammed 
with something like this when 

we’re being told to be more effi-
cient,” he said. 

“It’s something that’s been 
worked on for a while, we’ve been 
doing it for the last 12 months 
and it’s been completely missed 
out of the budget.” 

Mayor Adams said the work 
hadn’t yet been done to deter-
mine costs at the time the budget 
was being developed. 

For private properties, coun-
cillors considered whether land-
owners should shoulder the full 

cost of device installation. Ser-
vice delivery manager Adrian de 
Laborde said the council was al-
lowed to charge property owners 
for device installation, but would 
still be on the hook to ensure 
compliance.  

“If a property owner doesn’t 
comply, the council gets a pen-
alty for non-compliance, not the 
property owner,” he said. 

Deputy Mayor Paul Milner 
said it would be fair to put some 
of those costs back on the public, 

It will cost Hauraki ratepayers $300,000 to install complaint water connection devices.  File Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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YOUR COUNTRY BUTCHER
@ SH26 Matatoki

Winner of Silver medal for Loin Bacon and Bronze medal
for Streaky Bacon in the 2025 Bacon and Ham awards

QUALITY EVERYTIME
Now With increased capacity for Homekill
Still supplying homemade old fashioned
sausages and small goods made on site.

Raffle Packs available
Open: Mon - Fri 7am til 5.30pmOOOpppeeennn::: MMMooonnn --- FFFrrriii 777aaammm tttiiilll 555...333000pppmmm

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

LIMITED TIME ONLY

LEADERSHIP YOU CAN COUNT ON

Peter Revell
forMayor

Vote

y

Authorised by Peter Revell, Kauaeranga Valley. revellp@gmail.com

Control rates
Empower communities
Prioritise core services
Smarter financial control
Protect environment

Find out more at
coromandelmayor.co.nz
revelllp@gmail.com
021 912 993

Kaiaua’s community hall still cooking
The committee behind a com-

munity hall that has been well-
used in Kaiaua since the 1950s 
has completed a kitchen upgrade, 
a project that helps preserve the 
building’s future at a time when 
similar rural venues face closure.

The Kaiaua Bowling and Com-
munity Centre on Lipscombe Rd 
has a history spanning back to 
1955, when Jock Lipscombe con-
vened a meeting at his home to 
propose the forming of a bowling 
club in the coastal town.

The Kaiaua Bowling Club was 
incorporated the following year, 
dissolving in 2000 and making 
way for an incorporated entity in 
2004.

Vicki Johnstone, treasurer for 
what is now the Kaiaua Bowling 
and Community Centre commit-
tee, told The Profile the hall’s re-
cent kitchen upgrade was proof 
that community spirit could “still 
achieve great things” - even dur-
ing a time when financial pres-
sures on both local and regional 
public funds were forcing some 
local halls to close or sell. 

“Thanks to a combination of 
determination, teamwork, and 
generous support, the centre is 
continuing to thrive as a hub for 
the village and wider community,” 
she said.

“This latest project follows the 
earlier replacement of the build-
ing’s original single-glazed wood-
en joinery with modern, double-
glazed aluminium joinery. 

“Both projects were made pos-
sible through substantial financial 
support from the Aotearoa Gam-

ing Trust, whose grants of $19,000 
for the joinery and $29,000 for the 
new kitchen have helped secure a 
bright future for the centre.”

Kaiaua is bucking the trend of  
some community halls falling into 
disrepair across the Hauraki dis-
trict. In late-2024, the local coun-
cil voted to rezone the land under 
the Pātetonga and Kopuarahi halls 
from Active Reserve to Rural, to 
facilitate their sales.

Both halls faced similar prob-
lems: the cost of repairing the 
buildings was prohibitive, little-
to-no funding was available, and 
interest in the halls had waned sig-
nificantly in the wake of Covid-19.

In Kaiaua, Vicki said funding 

from the gaming trust and another 
local organisation, Kaiaua Com-
munity Projects, together with a 
local rating levy and the groups 
who regularly hired the venue, 
helped ensure vital upgrades and 
ongoing maintenance were pos-
sible.

“The community supports us 
by using the facility, and we try to 
keep the hire rates on the lower 
side to make it affordable to every-
one,” she said.

“They also support us by having 
a rating levy included in their Hau-
raki District Council rates which 
the council collects on our behalf.

“Now, at the end of each rating 
year we apply for these funds to be 

transferred to us and it is used to 
cover insurance costs, other gener-
al running costs, with any surplus 
going towards the major projects.”

Vicki said the centre was used on 
a regular basis for indoor bowls, 
boxfit classes, a craft group, club 
meetings, tangi and family events, 
among other activities.

With two major projects under 
their belts, there were still a cou-
ple more on their list, she said, 
and going forward, anyone inter-
ested in joining the committee 
would be welcome. “With most 
small places, we are few in number 
and some new 
faces would be 
great.”

In Brief
BATTERY DROP-OFF
Western Bay of Plenty District 
Council has introduced new, fire-
safe battery collection units at its 
library in Waihī Beach. Designed 
for small-to-medium-sized 
household batteries, the units 
can take common household 
batteries, including alkaline (AA, 
AAA, C, D, 9V), lithium (coin and 
cylindrical), rechargeable NiCd 
and NiMH, button/coin cells, and 
other rechargeable types typically 
found in devices like cameras and 
small power tools. Car batteries 
(lead-acid), large industrial 
batteries, or damaged Lithium 
batteries are not accepted. 

NEW LOOS
From Monday 4 August, Thames-
Coromandel District Council is 
installing a brand-new toilet block 
at Buffalo Beach, Whitianga, to 
replace outdated facilities no 
longer fit for purpose. The toilets 
have been built off-site for quick 
installation over two weeks or 
so, including removing the old 
toilets. While the work’s going 
on, there’ll be a portaloo on site 
for the public to use. 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS
Artists or event organisers are 
being invited to make their 
mark at this year’s Artbeat 
Spring Festival. It’s an umbrella 
festival that promotes arts 
events happening across the 
Thames-Coromandel and Hauraki 
districts, hosted by Creative 
Coromandel. For all the details, 
visit coromandelartbeat.nz.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The Kaiaua Bowling and 
Community Centre’s 

kitchen after recent up-
grades.   Photos: SUPPLIED
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
12 Albert Street 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa08954

Sunny Family Home with Shedding
This charming, 1940s home sits on a fully fenced 910
sqm section (approx.) and is packed with potential.
Inside, find an open plan living, dining, and kitchen. The
lounge has a heat pump and fireplace. Detached double
garage with built-in bar and rumpus room.

Asking Price $639,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
32 Galbraith Street 3 3 1 3

eves.co.nz/ewa17936

A Must See
This impressive executive-style home offers three
double bedrooms, including an oversized master with a
walk-in wardrobe and spacious tiled shower. A
detached triple garage with a utility room, currently
used as a studio.

Asking Price $885,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
40 Evans Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19851

Cottage Reno Needs a Revamp
Positioned on a manageable 459 sqm (approx.) section,
this home needs a revamp, get stuck in, and make this
cottage shine. Inside is a spacious living room with a
cosy fireplace. With a dedicated dining room and a
functional kitchen, move in and chip away.

Asking Price $479,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
11 Princes Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19799

A Timeless Treasure
This beautifully restored three-bedroom character
home, has been thoughtfully renovated to blend classic
charm with modern comfort. It features surprising
spaciousness and storage areas rarely seen in a miner’s
cottage. A must see property!

Asking Price $850,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Waihi 07 863 1118
waihi@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Imagine a rental property where everything runs smoothly – with
reliable tenants, regular updates when you need them, and assurance
that your investment is well-managed and thriving. With EVES, you

get this peace of mind. Talk to us today!

New Listing

Waihi
8 Ridge View Place 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20420

Private Picture Perfect Views
This beautifully presented three-bedroom, two-
bathroom home, built in 2014, blends modern
living with peaceful rural charm on a 1006 sqm
(approx.) section. At the heart of this property lies a
warm, inviting open-plan kitchen, dining, and
lounge with a gas fireplace. The large stacker
doors extend living to a north-facing entertaining
deck with uninterrupted views to the hills.

Asking Price $785,000

View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz
022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Boundary lines are indicative only

Netherton
5836B State Highway 2 3 2 2 3

eves.co.nz/ewa20414

Modern Country Living
The perfect balance of comfort, space, and future
potential with this well-appointed lifestyle property set
on a gentle 6.99ha (more or less). Open plan, modern
three bedroom home with media room/second living.

Asking Price $1,499,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
6 George Street 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20477

Modern, Sunny, Affordable
Built in 2017, this modern two-bedroom J2 home offers
a smart design and relaxed living all set against the
peaceful backdrop of Gilmour Reserve. Step into a
sunny, open-plan living space. The spacious lounge is
filled with natural light and warmed by a fireplace.

Asking Price $620,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
43B Walls Road

eves.co.nz/ewa17279

Your Dream Lifestyle Awaits
Escape to your own piece of paradise with this
extraordinary 3 hectare (approx) lifestyle section.
Nestled in a tranquil location with flat to rolling
contours, this land is a canvas for your dream home.
Bordering bush and, experience the serenity of nature.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
96B Waitete Road North

eves.co.nz/ewa19516

Bring a Vision to Match the View
Set on 2 hectares (more or less) of elevated land, this
lifestyle block offers stunning views over Waihi town
and the chance to create your very own retreat. With a
motivated vendor wanting action, now is the time to
secure. Bring a vision, bring an offer.

Asking Price $499,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi 12 Galbraith Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20463

Feels Like Home the Moment You Step In
A charming, character-filled home where heritage style meets modern comfort. Set on a fully fenced 1,077sqm (approx.)
quarter-acre section, this beautifully restored property offers timeless appeal and contemporary ease. Featuring high
ceilings, native timber flooring, and a classic front porch, the home exudes warmth and elegance. Thoughtfully
renovated around five years ago — including rewiring, relining, and partial recladding — it’s move-in ready and full of
soul. The bathroom is a standout, with a luxurious freestanding tub and double vanity, plus the convenience of a second
toilet off the master bedroom. The heart of the home opens to a generous eastern deck, ideal for morning coffees,
weekend BBQs, and relaxed entertaining. Outdoors, established garden beds, a large shed, and fruit trees — including
avocado — cater to keen gardeners and nature lovers alike.

Auction Thurs 21 Aug, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga (unless sold prior)

View 12.30-1pm Sun 10 Aug & 12.30-1pm Sun 17 Aug
or by appointment

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Lester Mullan
021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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anexa.co.nz | 0800 284 3838

Claim a FREEdental treat for your pet
- use the code DENTAL at an Anexa counter.

• No booking required – just pop in and ask at reception.
• One free dental treat bag per person.
• 50 available until 29 August 2025.
• Available for cats and dogs.

• Maramarua
• Matamata
• Morrinsville
• Ngāruawāhia
• Ngātea

• Paeroa
• Raglan
• Te Aroha
• Te Kauwhata
• Thames

Dental disease can sneak up your pet and
a simple treat can help freshen things up.

The group creates nature patterns on stones.                 Photos: SUPPLIED

Gesham shows off his gem tree. Trying to make the largest volcano.

Holiday programme 
a real gem
In the July school holidays, Thames School of Mines once 
again had the education space buzzing with creativity, laughter 
and hands-on learning. They kicked things off with decorating 
stones with nature inspired patterns, followed by the creation 
of mini mining villages. In the second week, tamariki explored 
fossil formation and the region’s volcanic history.  They made 
their own shell fossils and teamed up to build the biggest, most 
explosive volcano - helped along by maybe a little too much 
dishwashing liquid. The final day saw a line going out the 
door before the holiday programme even opened, for the most 
anticipated mini gem tree activity. Tamariki chose their favourite 
gem set and expressed their unique creativity.

Anticipation builds as the group realises they may have added a little too 
much bubble mixture. Charlie with grandparents Glenn, Paul.

Track repair confirmed for Waimata Gemstone Bay
Walking access to one of Coromandel’s 

most picturesque bays is set to be re-
stored, with DOC confirming it will repair 
the track to Waimata Gemstone Bay.

Tracks to Gemstone and Stingray bays 
were damaged in the same 2023 extreme 
weather events which resulted in the closure 
of walking access to Mautohe Cathedral 
Cove.

DOC Coromandel operations manager 
Nick Kelly said the repair project will re-
route the existing track with a new 40m 
section constructed in time for the summer 
visitor season.

The new route will take visitors away from 
a slip risk area and will be safer to construct. 
It will require some vegetation removal and 
the construction of box steps in places. The 
track will be gravel with wooden edging and 
connect with existing access stairs. The rein-
statement option also means there’s no need 

for geotechnical stabilisation.
Nick cautioned Waimata Gemstone Bay 

and the track were still prone to coastal ero-
sion, but the choice of a low complexity op-
tion means future repairs were likely to be 
cheaper and quicker.

“Reinstating the Waimata Gemstone Bay 
track will restore land access to a popular 
snorkelling destination within Te Whan-
ganui-O-Hei Marine Reserve,” he said.

Investigations into reinstating walking ac-
cess to nearby Te Karaka Stingray Bay, have 
highlighted significant difficulties, costs and 
visitor risks, he said. Other considerations 
are the cost to maintain hard infrastructure 
at the site and the long-term sustainability 
of having a track to the site.

“Unfortunately, this means walking ac-
cess to Stingray Bay will not be reinstated.

“Geotechnical advice confirms the cliffs 
surrounding the beach are highly unstable.” 

Access will soon be 
restored to Waimata 
Gemstone Bay. 
Photo: JULIA WELLS/DOC
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2012 VW Touran
1.4 TSi, 7 Seat, Low Kms, Alloys

$9,990

2017 Great Wall Steed
6 Spd Manual, Diesel, 4WD, T-Bar, etc

VALUE
$11,990

2011 VW Golf TSi
Auto, Alloys, Black Out Edition

VALUE
$7,990

2012 Holden Cruz
1.8 Ltr Auto, Top Car & Condition

$7,990

2007 Holden
Commodore SV-6

Auto, Good Kms, In Top Condition

$11,990

2006 Honda CRV
2.4 Ltr Auto, 2WD, Superb Condition

VALUE
$6,990

2012 Hyundai iLoad
Manual, Diesel, Trade Ready

JUST
$12,990

2010 Subaru Legacy
2.5 Ltr Auto, AWD, Alloys

TOP SPEC MODEL

$9,990

Applications are open for 
the Seagull Centre’s annual 

community grants. 
The Seagull Centre Charitable 

Trust has up to $40,000 avail-
able this year for community 
projects. 

Successful projects will do one 
of the following: create opportu-
nities for locals to engage in local 
environmental issues; develop 
community resilience through 
sustainable living practices, food 
security and education, practice 
kaitiakitanga (environmental 
guardianship); or focus on the 
“rethink, refuse, reduce, repair, 
reuse, recycle” cycle. 

In addition, projects must 
incorporate at least one of the 
United Nations’ 17 sustainable 
development goals, which in-
clude things like clean water 
and sanitation; sustainable com-
munities; and the responsible 
and sustainable consumption of 
products. 

Trust chair Ian Coatsworth 
said he was particularly interest-
ed in projects aimed at children. 

“One of my particular and 
other trustees’ interests is that 
we make money available for 
younger people to try and get 
them interested in the environ-
ment,” he said. 

“[We want to] either find 
younger people that want to get 
some plans together around our 
objectives there, or to get an in-
terest in schools.”

Half of the available funds will 
go towards multiple smaller pro-
jects, with the other $20,000 be-
ing split among larger projects. 

“This year what we’ve decided 
is there are a few projects that 
are probably deserving of more 
money… [we will] analyse the re-
quests and see if there are some 
that do need more and it would 
make rolling their projects out so 
much easier.”

Applicants have until August 
29 to apply through the Seagull 
Centre’s website. 

“Don’t hold back. It’s a very 
quick application process - just 
get on to us and tell us what 
you’re doing and we’ll see if it 
fits.”

The centre is also looking for 
new trustees, Ian said, and he is 
eager to hear from anyone with 
an interest in business manage-
ment or sustainability.
DETAILS: Visit www.seagullcentre.
co.nz/community-grants to apply 
for a grant, or contact Ian Coats-
worth on 027 274 9956 to find out 
more about the trust. 

Seagull grant 
applications open

It’s daffodil season, and as the 
brilliant yellow blossoms begin 

peeking out from paddocks and 
gardens, preparations are also 
underway for the annual Daffodil 
Day Luncheon at the Paeroa RSA. 

The August 25 event will feature 
raffles, spot prizes, a catered meal 
from Lizzie’s Kitchen, and curated 
music from RSA member Ron 
Ogle. 

Tickets are now available at Ad-
dictions Gift Shop on Normanby 
Rd.

Last year the luncheon organis-
ers raised $4000 for the Cancer 
Society, with the event proceeds 
supplemented by sales of daffodil 
bunches and tomato plants. 

However, volunteers Elaine La-

lly and Margaret Ramshaw said 
they might have difficulty match-
ing last year’s efforts.

“The weather is hampering our 
supply of daffodils this year,” they 
said. “The wind’s done damage, 
and the rain. But we can only do 
what we can do, we can’t plan the 
weather.” 

Any offers of donated daffodils 
would be gratefully received, they 
said. 

Meanwhile, there are also other 
ways for people to get involved 
with supporting cancer sufferers. 

Volunteers are being sought for 
two-hour shifts for the Cancer So-
ciety’s annual street appeal, and 
a support group meets at the St 
John Hall in Paeroa on the second 
Thursday of every month. 

Elaine and Margaret hoped the 

people of Paeroa would show their 
support for the cause. 

“There’s probably not many 
families that haven’t been affected 
by cancer, really,” Elaine said. 

“Yeah, your life’s going along 
fine, then all of a sudden - boom,” 
Margaret added. 
DETAILS: Daffodil Day Luncheon, 
August 25, 11am at the Paeroa RSA. 
Tickets are $20 and are available 
from Addictions Gift Shop, Norman-
by Rd. To donate daffodils, contact 
Elaine on 022 465 9161. Volunteer for 
Street Appeal, contact Kath Wilson 
on 021 132 9095. The support group 
meets second Thursday of month, 
10.30am-12pm at the St John Hall, 
31 Belmont Rd. 

Yellow blooms to feature in fundraiser

Elaine Lally, left, and Margaret Ramshaw 
are preparing for their annual Daffodil Day 
fundraiser.                    Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, August 5, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

A call to raise moo-lah for Hauraki rowers
While the Hauraki Row-

ing Club is no stranger to 
“batting outside of our crease” 
when it comes to the sport they 
are passionate about - the need 
for financial support remains.

That’s why the group of row-
ers have put the call out to their 
farming community across the 
district to support their club 
through a new fundraising ini-
tiative: a bull calf fundraiser.

Hauraki Rowing Club acting 
president Megan Webster was 
involved with a similar fund-
raiser at a local school where 
she saw how effective it was, so 
took the idea to the club.

It was something the Hauraki 
farming community could do 
to help the kids, she told The 
Profile.

Anything that could help the 
club move forward and get the 
kids on the water was fantastic, 
she said.

“Our club desperately obvi-
ously needs the funds to keep 
running. It’s pretty much run 
by volunteers,” she said.

The best way to put it was 
that the club “runs on the smell 
of an oily rag”, she said.

While they had a number 
of sponsors who helped with 
services throughout the year 
or provided money, Megan 
said the club generally needed 
to raise between $20,000 to 
$30,000 per annum to keep 
the club running and to keep 

The Hauraki Rowing Club is seeking support for the club through their Bull Calf Fundraiser.      Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

fees as low as possible.
“For our kids to be competi-

tive, it doesn’t mean they need 
all the state-of-the-art equip-
ment or facilities. They just 
need to have a functioning 
facility and functioning equip-
ment.”

How the fundraiser works is 
that people are asked to con-
firm their bull calf donation and 
then proceed to rear the calf 

until it is a minimum of 100 
kilograms. The calf collection 
will take place in late October, 
when volunteers from the club 
will pick up calves from each 
donor and take them back to 
one property, where a livestock 
agent will go and view them.

From there, the bull calves 
will go to the sale yard where 
they will be sold to new farm-
ers.

The club also had the support 
of stock agent Northern Live-
stock, who would do the sales 
commission-free, which added 
to the profit that would go back 
to the club, Megan said.

“It is a group effort. It’s not 
just one person. There’s a lot 
of farming families that get to-
gether to make this happen.”

There will also be a prize for 
the heaviest of each breed, priz-

es are still being decided upon. 
Megan said the committee 

was currently planning more 
fundraising ideas such as a 
rowing machine erg-athon, 
sweetcorn sales and sausage 
sizzles. 

Her passion and commit-
ment to the sport of rowing is 
part of her family’s heritage.

Not only do her sons row, 
but she and husband Michael, 
who is currently a coach at the 
club, used to row. In addition, 
Megan’s father-in-law, Richard 
Webster, a Hauraki Rowing 
Club patron, used to coach for 
New Zealand in rowing, and 
won bronze at the Olympics 
in 1984. “So we have a strong 
rowing family history,” she 
said, which was why she was 
keen to support the sport.

“I’m trying to get as many 
kids into it because, A, I love 
the sport, and B, I just think it 
promotes just such good life 
skills within the kids them-
selves.”

Even after a hard training 
session, Megan said the kids 
would come off the water with 
a smile on their faces.

“It’s a nice thing to see.”
DETAILS: To register a donation 
to the Hauraki Rowing Club Bull 
Calf Fundraiser - send a text with: 
Bull Calf Fundraiser and your 
name to 027 300 9710. Contribu-
tions can be made until the date 
of pick up, which will be around 
the end of October to the begin-
ning of November.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

spreaders

Mag 45 Causmag
duster & spreader

45 L
$2910 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

120 L
$3500 + GST

Spreadmax easy
lock drive fertiliser
spreader 120 L
$4500 + GST

Spreadmax easy
lock drive fertiliser
spreader 240 L
$4900 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

240 L
$3900 + GST

Spreadmax
TPL750 fertiliser
spreader 750 L
$5700 + GST

stances lay behind this, Keith 
said. A huge mangrove seeding 
event, followed by a king tide, 
exposed a “slight design flaw” in 
the flood protection infrastruc-
ture. 

“The outlet control was built 
with a floating screen that would 
rise and fall with the tides and 
prevent most mangrove prop-
agules getting in.

“The screen was designed to 
rise as far as predicted water 
levels. 

“However, it was found that 
the entire structure had settled 
slightly lower than expected, so 
the height limit of the floating 
screen was not quite sufficient 
to prevent the incursion.”

The result was prodigious 
numbers of mangrove seedlings 

established in the roost area, he 
said.

“Pukorokoro Miranda Natu-
ralists’ Trust had agreed with 
the council that we would assist 
where we could in managing the 
area, and a working bee in late 
July set out to do just that.

“Dirk de Jong mobilised 
his Youth Search and Rescue 
(YSAR) team to spend a morn-

ing removing seedlings. To a 
chorus of stilts, perhaps yap-
ping in approval, and beneath 
a flyover of several dozen Royal 
Spoonbills, great progress was 
made in clearing extensive ar-
eas, although there is still more 
to be done.”

Progress made in mangrove removal
Hauraki Youth Search and 

Rescue volunteers were re-
cently called upon to help some 
shorebirds by joining the Pu-
korokoro Shorebird Centre in 
removing mangrove seedlings 
from prime bird habitat at the 
mouth of the Piako River.

Centre manager Keith Wood-
ley said the site was where 
farmland flooded when a stop-
bank breached during a storm 
in January, 2018. 

“It has since become, with the 
help of Waikato Regional Coun-
cil, one of the most important 
shorebird habitats on Tikapa 
Moana Firth of Thames,” he 
said.

Shorebirds roosting during 
high tide needed a clear field of 
vision to feel safe, so mangrove 
encroachment posed a serious 
threat, Keith said.

But mangrove incursion into 
the new roost at Piako was not 
unexpected. 

“Waikato Regional Council 
were aware that ongoing man-
agement to keep the area clear 
would be required. But it was 
envisaged this would merely 
involve the periodic removal of 
the odd seedling that crept in 
through the flood control infra-
structure. 

“What was not expected was 
the massive influx of thousands 
of propagules that occurred 
over summer.”

A combination of circum-

 A Youth Search and Rescue volunteer helps 
remove mangrove seedlings. 

                     Photo: MIA LANGLOTZ

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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HOME BASED SUPPORT SERVICE

FREEPHONE
0508 246 632

OurOhuKāingaHomeAssist service
specialises in providing homebased care.

Our range of services is delivered based on the
individual needs of kaumātua andwhānau (clients) to
support you to remain living in your ownwhare (home).

Togetherwe aimtomaintain your
independence, yourdignity and your

quality of life.

OhuKāinga services
are fully funded for

eligible kaumātuaand
clients.

Pleasediscuss your
eligibility and the

referral processwith
yourGPorPractice

Nurse.

OHU KĀINGA

korowai.co.nz
homeassist@korowai.co.nz
0508246632

A practical Martial Arts based
form of healthcare.

ConTact C.A.R.E offers a Common-Sense
Approach to Real Ease,

that may work effectively with.
u Realignment u Headache & Migraine
u Breathing Disorders u Sports Injuries
u Post-Op Rehabilitation u Old Unresolved Injuries

Joanne Vickers
Advanced Practitioner

027 487 7506
jlvickers@xtra.co.nz

www.joannevickers.co.nz
Nowworking in Paeroa@ 20 Station Road

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Prioritise health and wellbeing
To live well in a region as lively and eclec-

tic as the Hauraki-Coromandel, we must 
prioritise our health and wellbeing.

That’s why The Valley Profile’s monthly 
Health and Wellbeing feature is a dedicat-
ed space designed to connect our commu-
nity with local resources that support living 
healthier, more balanced lives.

In today’s fast-paced world, taking care 
of our mental, physical and emotional 
wellbeing has never been more important, 
and this feature is here to make it easier 
for you to find the support and inspiration 
you need.

Each month, this feature will spotlight 
a variety of local businesses, services and 
organisations that are making a difference 
in our communities.

Whether you’re wanting to find local 
health and wellness services, a chiroprac-
tor, contact care practitioners, a hair salon 
and more - the Health and Wellbeing fea-

With all of the winter illnesses upon us, it 
seems a fitting time to revisit the phone 

triage process. 
It is important to reiterate that everyone 

should utilize the phone service for on-the-day 
care. We will always have same day appoint-
ments available that are allocated appropriately 
by the clinician who is running the phone triage 
on any given day. 

Please phone at the call centre on 07 867 
7521 to share a brief account of symptoms, and 
leave the correct cellphone number to call you 
back on. We ask for you to please be available to 
take the call, it may present as a private number.

We are currently in the midst of a busy time 
so please be aware that there may be a two to 
three week wait for service such as: medical re-
views, off work certificates and extensions, and 
drivers licence renewals.

If you know that you will require an ap-

pointment for these 
planned consults, 
please make the time 
to organise them in 
advance so we can 
make them happen in 
a timely manner.

In conclusion, if you are sick on the day, please 
use the phone triage process rather than walk 
in. A plan will be made for you to be seen the 
same day if it is the best way to manage your  
unwellness.

For women aged 45 to 69 years, the mobile 
BrestScreening Unit will be in Ngatea from Au-
gust 25 to September 5, located next to Health 
Ngatea. Screening is your best form of detection. 
If you need to contact BreastScreen Aotearoa 
phone 0800 270 200. 

Take care of yourselves and each other
- Team Health Ngatea.

Pick up the phone during busy time

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing ADVERTISING FEATURE

How we start 
often, not 

always, but often 
has a direct effect 
on how we finish. 

It’s simple maths, right?
One time I was joining into a 

mountain bike race for fun with 
mates. But then I looked at the 
‘hardcores’ up front and thought, 
yeah, I can stay with them. Delu-
sions of grandeur. So, I angled my 
way to the front, determined to 

Start strong, stay strong - how we start matters
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION keep up with the best… only prob-
lem – I wasn’t a ‘hardcore athlete’. 
I stayed with them for about 8km 
of the 42km race.

Then I gassed out, struggled the 
rest of the way, had no friends to 
ride with, and worst still, I had 
the tools. So, an hour or so after 
I crossed the finish line, my poor 
mate came across with a broken 
chain. It happened near the be-
ginning, and he had to run every 
up hill and hope for the downs to 
carry him through.

How we start matters.
Yesterday I was chatting with a 

friend who’s struggled with rou-
tine and motivation for years.

She’d often drag herself out of 
bed last minute, then spend the 
day just trying to keep up. And 
I’ve been there too — when your 
day starts messy, it feels like you’re 
chasing your tail right to the finish 
line.

But we started talking about 
rhythms — about how the way you 
start your day sets the tone for eve-
rything that follows.

She shared how she and her 
husband (yep, no kids yet — we 
joked about that) have started a 

solid morning rhythm. Nothing 
fancy. Just two hours of chilled 
but intentional time before the day 
kicks off.

And here’s the thing: even the 
hard days are easier now. 

Not because life magically got 
simpler, but because they’re start-
ing strong.

See, when we’re disciplined in 
what we can control, we build 
strength for the things we can’t. It 
creates a kind of inner anchor. 

Discipline isn’t about perfection 
— it’s about showing up consist-
ently so we’re not tossed around 

by every demand or drama.
So what about you?
What’s your rhythm look like?
And what would change if you 

started your days from a place of 
calm, rather than chaos?

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Liv-
ing Well Trust, running mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support local youth work 
or follow more stories and insights, find 
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you’d like to connect 
about a speaking engagement, community 
initiative, or supporting youth work, email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

ture will point you in the right direction.
While there’s no one-size-fits-all ap-

proach to wellbeing, everyone deserves ac-
cess to resources that support their unique 
journey.

So whether you’re taking the first step or 
continuing down your wellness path, we 
hope this feature becomes your monthly 
go to guide for living well, right here in the 
Hauraki-Coromandel.
DETAILS: To find out more and to join the 
Health and Wellbeing feature, call David-
da on 022 174 3988 or email: Davidda@
valleyprofile.co.nz.
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Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

Z242E
42” cut fabricated mower deck, 21.5hp V-Twin
Kawasaki Engine

R 214TC
94cm mulching deck, Hydrostatic Transmission,
V-Twin Husqvarna Series Engine

TS 114
38” cut, Hydrostatic
Transmission, Husqvarna
Series Engine

$5,290

Z242E R 214TC

$8,690$8,990

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

SPORTS REPORTS
Resurgent Thames strike late to 
defeat Northern United
In a combative clash at Rho-
des Park, Thames Men FC came 
from behind to defeat high-flying 
Northern United Humblebees 
3-1, securing their third win in 
four matches.

For the second week running, 
Thames made a sluggish start, 
allowing Northern United to 
take early control. Sloppy pass-
ing gifted half-chances to Zander 
Bezuidenhout and Archie Tom-
bleson, but goalkeeper Mathew 
Burchell stood firm, keeping the 
visitors at bay with his trademark 
safe hands.

The Thames goal was breached 
after 15 minutes when a floated 
corner found the unmarked Cal-
lum Barr, who rose highest at the 
back post to head home for a de-
served 1-0 lead. 

Northern United came close to 
doubling their lead a few minutes 
later - a misjudgment let Barr in 
again, but Burchell was quick off 
his line and made a vital save.

After a rocky opening, Thames 
gradually settled and began creat-
ing chances of their own. Riyan 
Rattan picked out Michael Sogo 
with a searching pass, but his ef-
fort was fired straight at Finn 
McPherson in the Northern Unit-
ed goal. 

Sogo threatened again mo-
ments later, turning sharply on 
the left before driving a low shot 
that forced a smart reflex save.

The second half told a different 
story, as Thames raised their in-
tensity and pushed forward with 
more purpose. Their persistence 
paid off when Rattan slipped a 
precise pass to Troy Costello, who 

German Rodriguez Estefan clears the ball.      Photos: ONE OF A KIND PHOTOGRAPHY

FOOTBALL

Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

brilliantly flicked the ball into the 
path of Michael Kim. 

Thames’ top scorer cut inside 
before rifling a left-footed shot 
into the corner - a fine equaliser.

Sensing their opponents were 
tiring on the soft energy-sapping 
surface, Thames kept up the pres-
sure.

Sogo embarked on one of his 
weaving runs down the left, and 

his low cross caused havoc. The 
ball eventually fell to Ben Taylor 
on the edge of the box, but his 
shot flew just over. A flurry of cor-
ners followed, and Northern Unit-
ed’s resistance finally broke in the 
80th minute. A spilled Sam Cox 
free kick dropped kindly for Xa-
vier Brown, who reacted quickest 
to smash home his second of the 
season and put Thames in front.

With time running out, North-
ern United committed numbers 
forward in search of an equaliser 
- leaving themselves exposed. 
Thames took full advantage, 
and another maze-like Sogo run 
proved decisive. 

The winger waltzed into the box 
and was clumsily brought down, 
leaving the referee no choice but 
to point to the spot. 

Trusty Taylor stepped up and 
calmly converted the penalty, 
sealing a hard-fought 3-1 win.

“We came back strong from a 
poor first half,” captain Keegan 
Apperley said. 

“Great to capitalise on United’s 
tired legs and put the game to bed 
with some excellent goals. 

“Let the good form continue.”
- Jonathan Coles

Mark Caleb Tehoaki shapes to cross.

Xavier Brown scores to put Thames ahead.

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
Call now for a free quote 021 539 779

• Stump removal
 experts for tree
 stumps of all sizes
• Coromandel, Franklin  
 and Waikato
• Experienced and fully  
 insured
• Owner operated, local  
 business

www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

arborist

electrician

civil construction

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

FREE
underlay &
installation* carpet

on selected

carpet

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist

16 THE VALLEY PROFILE, August 5, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Do you have a vision or a dream project 
but unsure of where to start?

Framed Up Building & Construction are 
happy to nail down some of your ground 
breaking ideas. 

From new builds to renovations, commer-
cial to shop fit outs, landscaping to kitchens 
and everything in between - the Waihī based 
business pride themselves on providing a 
reliable, honest service with quality work-
manship and a professional approach for all 
your building requirements, however big or 

small.
Dave and his team are here to elevate your 

building experience, bringing your vision to 
a reality. We focus on providing clients with 
support, keeping you informed and involved 
from start to finish.

Contact Dave & his team for any building 
queries, we look forward to helping you with 
your next project.
DETAILS: Call 07 863 3059, 021 393 467 or 
email corina@framedup.co.nz and david@
framedup.co.nz

‘Nail down’ ideas with Framed Up
Contact Dave and the team at Framed Up to bring your building dreams to life.      Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring
OWENS FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

WAIHĪ REFUSE CENTRE
Regarding the Waihī refuse cen-
tre, the council have screwed the 
pooch on this one. 
The cues of cars in summer are 
going to be out on the main road. 
If I have recycling and rubbish I 
now have to go around the whole 
tip twice. 
Wait my turn on the weighbridges 
three times. 
Because of the way it has been 
set up, once we have dropped 
your recycling we have to wait in 
the queue to go across the weigh-
bridge which leads out of the tip. 
Then we have to do a u turn (on 
the road) to get back into the 
tip (fight our way back into the 
queue of cars while holding up 
the traffic behind us wanting to 
leave). Once back into the queue 
of cars we sit and wait our turn to 
weigh. 
Then we go up around to the tip-
ping area, finish the job then get 
back into a cue to leave through 
the out weighbridge. 
We are a rural community, a lot of 
us have recycling and just want to 
off load and go. 
It would take 10 mins before they 
changed to the new system. Now 
the system has stalled to allow 
one car on the weighbridge at a 
time to leave.
The weight bridges have a  touch 
screen panel which for most peo-
ple will be complicated. 
People tipping the rubbish if not 

a contractor will forget how it all 
works the next time they go so 
now ratepayers will be paying not 
only for the new weigh bridges 
but for both bridges to be staffed 
for help. Just like the supermar-
kets have staff to help people 
with their scanning checkouts. 
There is no shelter for the staff at 
the weigh bridges during rain and 
the hot summers. 
What happens during their lunch 
when the staff are up in the top 
area having lunch. The traffic 
will keep coming. There are two 
weigh bridges needing staff to 
help people navigate a system 
they are not familiar with. 
The elderly and those not know-
ing what to do will get flustered 
at the touch screen because now 
they are holding up the whole 
refuse centre traffic.
The new area for recycling is so 
bad only two maybe three cars 
can use it at a time while the 
other cars wanting to use the 
recycling area hold up the traffic 
trying to get around the top.
The top area, which was the re-
cycling area, is about 80 square 
metres, and is now used for staff 
parking. This is just insane. The 
council has cut the usable space. 
The inwards weigh bridge is on 
the wrong side of the road. Those 
wanting to recycle only, now have 
to cris-cross the road with those 
going to straight tip. To really 
understand the mess this is, I im-

plore you or a friend to hitch up 
a trailer, put some recycling and 
normal rubbish on and go and 
test the centre yourselves. Imag-
ine the tip when holiday makers 
are down at Waihī, Waihī Beach 
and Athenree. I am a local con-
tractor and a lot of days, mainly 
the weekends, the traffic can be 
mayhem down there, but, at least 
it flowed. Now it will stop.
Holiday time will be a nightmare. 
I feel sorry for the staff as they 
will get the abuse.
The Waihī refuse centre is not fit 
for purpose considering the size 
of the population which explodes 
in summer.              - Paul Goodwin

HAURAKI DISTRICT COUNCIL RE-
SPONSE
Thank you for the opportunity 
to address these concerns. We 
acknowledge that space is at a 
premium on this site, so there are 
more plans in the works to help 
mitigate this. 
Some fine tuning has already oc-
curred since the site reopened 
on July 16, namely, all traffic will 
follow one lane and go over the in 
and out weighbridges.
The decision to install two weigh-
bridges was driven by Ministry 
for the Environment (MfE) legisla-
tive requirements regarding data 
reporting and to offer consistent 
pricing to our rate payers.
The Ministry requires reporting 
on volumes for: construction and 

demolition waste, kerbside rub-
bish, dropped-off rubbish (at the 
transfer station), heavy industrial 
waste, industrial waste, organics 
(green waste and food scraps) 
recycling (weights for plastics, 
rubber, tin, aluminium, paper and 
cardboard, soft plastics, LPB and 
glass) and any other recycling 
that HDC accepts such white-
ware, hazardous goods, etc. The 
previous volume based system at 
Waihī was not accurate enough 
to meet legislative reporting re-
quirements.
The next phase will be to move 
all the free of charge recycling off 
site, (except scrap steel), to a new 
location in Dean Crescent. Exter-
nal funding is being sourced. This 
change will mitigate traffic and 
pedestrian conflict at the Refuse 
Transfer Station (RTS).
Location of weighbridges: We 
had to consider a number of risks 
on site to determine the best 
location of the weighbridges. 
These included health and safety, 
geotechnical conditions, existing 
infrastructure and cost, including 
alternatives to the current site.
Staff shelter: A guardhouse was 
installed, next to the in-weigh-
bridge to serve as staff shelter for 
the lower section of the transfer 
station. This location was chosen 
specifically for staff to have vis-
ibility on the In as well as the 
Out weighbridge and scrap steel 
recycling.

Operations: For two years now, 
the Paeroa RTS has been operat-
ing with the same weighbridges 
and associated software. We have 
found that around 80 per cent 
of the people can operate the 
weighbridges without any assis-
tance. 
Thus, prior to implementing the 
weighbridges in Waihī, we tested 
and verified how this system 
improves operations and simul-
taneously improves reporting to 
meet MfE requirements. It also 
frees up staff to assist our elderly 
customers to off load rubbish and 
to educate our users to improve 
recycling and divert unnecessary 
waste from landfill.
We are confident that our users 
will quickly learn how to use the 
new system and be able to enjoy 
the visits to the transfer station, 
as we’ve seen at Paeroa RTS.
Waihī depot: Also, to reduce op-
erating costs, the Waihī depot for 
our outdoor team is closing, and 
the team is being re-sited to the 
RTS, incorporating the current 
on-site office.
These changes to the site will ul-
timately improve efficiency, sup-
port compliance legislation and 
reduce operational costs.
We’ll keep you posted on pro-
gress. Thanks for your patience 
and understanding as we work 
through these changes to im-
prove your waste disposal experi-
ence.

LETTERS Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters must include your 
full name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.



CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Situations Vacant

Storage

Storage

Piano Tuner

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

NEED STAFF? 
GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

Advertise in The Valley Profile 
and get results!

Phone Nikki: 022 130 3885 
Phone Davidda: 022 174 3988

Last month’s winner of  the lotto ticket 
was Julie Ambler, who found Pete 

in the July 15th edition 
in the Royal Oak Hotel 

advert. 
Go to page 2 for details 

on how to enter.

MOTORBIKE MECHANIC REQUIRED
Full time.

Some experience with farm bike servicing 
will be an advantage. 

Full training will be given to the right person.
Phone, text, email or drop in.

Miles - 027 227 1121 - miles@hpmotors.co.nz
1 Pipiroa Rd, NgateaChurch Notices

Death Notice For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659Waihi Assembly 

  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Handyman

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades Public NoticesPublic Notice
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Painters

Pets
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944
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For Sale

Situation Vacant

Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

We are looking for a full time 
qualified diesel mechanic 

to join our team.
For more information contact 

Andrew on 867 7524 
or email your CV to 

andrew@centralmotors.co.nz

PAEROA BLUELIGHT AGM
Friday 8 August 2025 

@ 6pm
Paeroa Cafe, Bar and 

Brasserie 
2 Seymour Street

Paeroa 
E: paeroabluelightsecretary

    @gmail.com

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned before winter
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

Bring your community perspective 
to the table. Nominate for the 

Hauraki Plains Community Hub Board. 
The Hauraki Plains Community Hub is seek-
ing nominations for one elected Board Member 
position. This voluntary role is ideal for someone 
who cares about local sport, clubs, events, and 
strengthening our local community. You don’t need 
board experience - just bring your good judgement, 
a community mindset and a willingness to help 
guide the Hub’s direction. 
Nominations close Sunday 10th August, with voting 
taking place at our AGM on Tuesday 12th August 

at Ngatea Rugby & Sports Club. 
Nomination forms and info at: 
www.hpcommunityhub.org.nz 

or email hpcommunityhub@gmail.com

Experienced Accounting Clerk
Robertson Accounting Ltd is a well-established 
and friendly accounting firm based in Paeroa, 

and we’re looking for a skilled and reliable 
person to join our team!

We are seeking an intermediate/senior part/
full time person with experience working in an 
accountant’s office who is confident with:
· MYOB/Xero
· GST & PAYE processing
· General ledger coding and 
 account reconciliations
· Excel spreadsheets and Cashflows
· Data entry

Apply now with your CV 
and a brief cover letter to:

The Manager -  
office@robertsonaccounting.co.nz

Thames Community Centre 
AGM

Monday August 11th 
4.45pm

609 Mackay Street, 
Thames

Due to my 30 year client 
ending in receivership I 
have 50 bales of quality 
silage for sale at $95 + 
GST per bale.Ph 
Thames 07 868 7156 
and leave a message.

Rural Land Painters, 
experienced in all 

aspects of painting, 
Ph Greg for a prompt 

& reliable service. 
027 2142442

CURRAN, 
William (John):
Passed away peacefully 
on 29 July 2025 aged 75 
years. Treasured husband 
of Catherine and beloved 
father to Raewyn and Mike, 
Benjamin, and Teresa. 
Adored grandfather of Lucas 
and friend to many.
John’s commitment to his 
family, friends and community 
was unwavering and he 
touched the lives of so many.
We farewelled John on 
Saturday, in the shadow of 
the mountain he loved, and 
will hold him forever in our 
hearts.

New trailer to lighten the load for Brass Band
A$5000 New Zealand Commu-

nity Trust (NZCT) grant has been 
awarded to the Kerepehi Brass Band for 
the purchase of a new enclosed trailer 
to safely transport their instruments 
and equipment to events, helping the 
band reach more audiences across the 
region.

Secretary Fiona McGregor-Tate said 
Kerepehi Brass was passionate about 
sharing the joy of brass music but 
transporting large instruments and 
gear across a wide area had been a real 
challenge. “With this trailer, we can 
bring our music to more communities, 
including those in rural areas, and in-
clude a wider range of instruments in 
our performances,” she said.

President and BB bass player Luke 
van Vliet said the grant would allow the 
band to extend its reach. 

 “This grant will allow us to... perform 
more frequently and include a wider 
range of instruments in our concerts,” 
he said. 

“We’re especially grateful to now be 
able to bring our music around rural 
communities that previously would 
have been difficult to access. It’s a real 
step forward for the community we 
serve, and I’m thrilled to bits.”

Baritone Heather O’Hagan said: “It 
will be great to have the trailer to trans-

A new trailer will enable the Kerepehi Brass Band to bring its music to more 
communities.             File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
port the increasing number of instru-
ments and equipment and will lighten 
my load immensely - especially when 
I have to give Rowan, one of our more 
senior members, a ride with his big 
bass and walking frame.”

Elizabeth Pope, tenor horn, said or-
ganising transport had been a juggle.

“Things get squashed into cars or we 

leave some gear behind. 
“Once the trailer arrives, we’ll be able 

to take more gear easily. Our perfor-
mances will look more professional and 
sound better too.”

NZCT general manager of grants, 
marketing and communications Ben 
Hodges said: “We’re delighted to help 
bring music and joy to communities 

across Hauraki and beyond”.
Established in 1946, the Kerepehi 

Brass Band is a community-focused 
group of more than 50 musicians of 
all ages and abilities from the Hauraki 
Plains. The band includes a main band, 
junior group, senior social band, and a 
new drum corps. They perform regu-
larly across the Waikato region at Anzac 
ceremonies, Christmas carolling, con-
certs, parades, and other community 
events, bringing brass music to life and 
enriching local culture.

The band has more than 50 musicians of 
all ages and abilities.       File Photo: SUPPLIED

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395

Firewood
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www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Prefer to be in the
adult learning
environment?

We have youth guarantee
programmes in our tertiary

education centre and
Polytech level courses.
Come along and see us

Creative
Communities
Scheme
funding open

Apply by Friday 29 AugustApply by Friday 29 August
Funding for creative projects and events that increase
community participation in the arts.

Projects will need to include at least one of the
following outcomes:

• Creating opportunities for local communities to
engage and participate in the arts

• Support diverse art forms and cultural
traditions of local communities

• Enable and encourage young people (under 18)
to participate in the arts.

tcdc.govt.nz/ccstttcccdddccc...gggooovvvttt...nnnzzz/ccccccsss

SPORTS

Youth rugby league kicks off in Ngatea
Youth rugby league is back, 

and the Ngatea Rugby 
League Club is gearing up for 
another exciting season. 

A recent muster saw a fantas-
tic turnout, with many tamari-
ki from across the community 
signing up to play. 

Training is already under-
way, taking place Mondays to 
Thursdays, with an assortment 
of start times and finishes for 
each team.

The club is proud to offer a 
range of age-group teams this 
season, including under 5s, 7s, 
9s, with enough interest for 
possibly two teams, as well as 
under 11s, 13s, and 15s boys. 

They’re also close to fielding 
an under 15s girls team — a 
major step forward for the club 
and the community.

Ngatea Rugby League (NRL)
will once again compete in the 
Hauraki District Rugby League. 
The league has expanded this 
year and now includes nine 
clubs, with all teams playing at 
the same venue on game days. 
The season officially kicks off 
on Saturday, August 16.

One of the highlights of the 
season will be the league’s 
three carnival days, where all 
teams will gather for a festival-
style day of rugby league. 

Ngatea Domain will host a 

carnival day on Saturday, Sep-
tember 13, featuring teams 
from Thames, Whangamatā, 
Mercury Bay, Katikati, Mata-
mata, Tairua, Manaia, Hauraki, 
Waihī, and others. It’s a fantas-
tic day out for the whole family 
and a great opportunity to sup-
port local youth sport.

Now in its second year, the 
NRL Club continues to grow 
rapidly, driven by its core phi-
losophy: “Participation before 

performance”. The club’s aim 
is to create a space where kids 
can develop valuable life skills 
through the game they love.

Club president Adam Matete 
is passionate about the posi-
tive impact rugby league has on 
young people. 

“We want to instil values like 
discipline, teamwork, and per-
severance - and most of all, 
we want our tamariki to build 
strong relationships while hav-

ing fun,” he said. “The smiles 
on their faces are what it’s all 
about. Watching their growth 
throughout the season gets me 
close to tears at times - it’s in-
credibly rewarding.”

Matete also encouraged par-
ents to get involved.

“This space just keeps grow-
ing, and it’s a great environ-
ment for kids. Even if you 
don’t have a child playing yet, 
I highly recommend giving it a 

go. League has played a big part 
in my life, and it’s helped shape 
who I am. 

“No matter what team they 
play for, as long as they’re out 
there, they’re gaining some-
thing special.”

Ngatea Rugby League is 
calling all young players and 
whānau to get involved. It’s go-
ing to be a great season - see 
you on the field.

By Andrew Connaughton

A recent muster saw a fantastic turnout, with many tamariki from across the community signing up to play rugby league.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

RUGBY LEAGUE

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Verse, 4 On the never-never, 14 Loose, 15 Stink, 16 Unabridged, 17 Drama, 19 Off, 20
Presume, 21 Fireplace, 22 Player, 25 Embarrass, 27 Sallow, 28 Growth, 33 Surrounded, 35 Boa, 36 Martyr,
37 Writ, 39 Pea, 41 Special, 42 Bureau, 43 Athletics, 44 Level, 45 Etcetera, 50 Ta, 51 Intrigue, 55 Alter,
58 Companion, 59 Intone, 60 Despair, 61 Own, 63 Lied, 64 Denial, 65 Kin, 66 Tumultuous, 68 Précis, 69
Summit, 71 Pesticide, 76 Shadow, 77 Greatcoat, 79 Deflate, 81 Cot, 84 Ratio, 85 Indication, 86 Snuff, 87
Ready, 88 A drop in the ocean, 89 Beryl.

DOWN: 2 Entire, 3 Sinks, 5 None, 6 Hybrids, 7 Noises, 8 Vigil, 9 Radical, 10 Eddy, 11 Enable, 12 Rotor, 13
Selfish, 14 Lanyard, 18 Immaculate, 23 Trade, 24 Journal, 26 Miracle, 27 Scapula, 29 Warning, 30 Puppet,
31 Abbey, 32 Hyphen, 34 Drum, 36 Mauve, 38 Taste, 40 Hear, 45 Excel, 46 Compete, 47 Team, 48 Raised,
49 Stool, 50 Trinket, 52 Treble clef, 53 Impound, 54 Unique, 55 Antique, 56 Stand, 57 Knot, 62 Empty, 67
Rivalry, 68 Procure, 70 Martini, 72 Elastic, 73 Booted, 74 Icicle, 75 Stuffy, 76 Stray, 78 Audit, 80 Lance, 82
Polo, 83 Coma.

ACROSS
1 Normal (5)
4 Bragging (8)
9 Lookout (6)
14 Spherical (5)
15 Completely level
(2,4,2,1,7)
17 Flinch (5)
18 Take to court (3)
19 Wall openings (7)
20 Bathroom fixture (9)
21 Spongelike (6)
24 Unburnable (9)
25 Cereal pest (6)
26 Smoothed (6)
29 Meddled (10)
31 Curve (3)
32 Fired (6)
33 Hastened (4)
35 Gear (3)
37 Vehicle lifter (4)
39 Two-faced (9)
40 Natural
development (9)
41 Big cat (5)
42 Peninsula (8)
47 Surprised (8)
51 Smell (5)
55 Dummy (9)
56 Cobbler (9)
58 Appeal (4)
59 Unused (3)
60 Sundown (4)
61 Strand (6)
62 Ovum (3)
63 Temptress (10)
66 Vital gas (6)
67 Sporadic (6)
69 Clapped (9)
72 Chewy sweet (6)

73 Asylum (9)
75 Rubbed away (7)
77 Crude (3)
80 Be (5)
81 Speak plainly and
bluntly (4,1,5,1,5)
82 Knock over (5)
83 Phonograph stylus
(6)
84 Extra work (8)
85 Toy bear (5)

DOWN
2 Distrust (9)
3 Was unwell (5)
5 Hops kiln (4)
6 Female voice (7)
7 Make a difficulty even
worse (3,3,6)
8 Andean cud-chewer
(5)
9 Germ-free (7)
10 Tidings (4)
11 Arbitrary (6)
12 Estimate (5)
13 Stuck to (7)
14 Rotate (7)
16 Italian attraction
(5,2,4)
22 Standby parts (6)
23 Jug (7)
24 Speckled (7)
25 Set of stumps (6)
27 Of marriage (7)
28 Write-up (6)
30 Completed (4)
32 Theatre platform (5)
34 Ate (5)
36 German river (4)
38 Chopping tool (3)

42 Muggy (5)
43 General pardon (7)
44 Vegetable (4)
45 Zero (6)
46 In good condition
(5)
48 Conjuror’s call (11)
49 Predate (anag)(7)
50 Sheep (3)
51 I glance (anag)(7)
52 Too (2,4)
53 Say well done to
(12)
54 Rascals (4)
57 Abduct (6)
64 Reached a goal (9)
65 Brochure (7)
66 Late (7)
68 Engaged woman
(7)
70 Low wall by a drop
(7)
71 Go to bed (6)
72 Screw (5)
74 Stringed instrument
(5)
76 Sufficient (5)
78 Horse breeding
farm (4)
79 Cheese (4)

232

 SUDOKU               212

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                232

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3225.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3470.00*
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3580.00*
Outside all of these areas: $3225.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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The Friend (120 mins) M. Writer and teacher Iris (Naomi Watts) finds her comfortable, solitary New
York life thrown into disarray after her closest friend and mentor (Bill Murray) bequeaths her his beloved
Great Dane, Apollo. Apollo creates practical problems for Iris, but Iris unexpectedly bonds with him.
Four Letters of Love (109 mins) M. Magical, lyrical & deeply romantic. A life-affirming tribute to
human folly, fate, love & destiny. Starring Pierce Brosnan, Helena Bonham Carter. Based on an
international best-seller. Set in the west of Ireland with stunning cinematography. A glorious, uplifting story.
The Life Of Chuck (110 mins) M. A life-affirming, genre-bending story based on Stephen King’s
novella about three chapters in the life of an ordinary man named Charles Krantz.
The House Within (71 mins) Documentary film paints an intimate portrait of the fascinating and
often tumultuous life of internationally celebrated New Zealand writer Dame Fiona Kidman.
Kōkā (100 mins) M. Māori elder Hamo and local delinquent Jo form an unlikely bond on a road trip.
Friendship (100 mins) M. Comedy. Men shouldn’t have friends! Suburban dad Craig falls hard for his
charismatic new neighbour, but his attempts to make an adult male friend threaten to ruin both of their lives.

• Check out the Coming Soon page of our website for films coming up. Next week: Jane Austen
Wrecked My Life, and Mr Burton. Andre Rieu:Waltz the Night Away on sale now too.

• Note that we’ve just had an extra sensor added to our air-conditioning system to keep the
temperature extra-stable too. You’ll be as comfy as a bug in a rug at all times of the year!

Movies from Thursday 7 August to Wednesday 13 August
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us. You can

book online, by ringing or emailing us, or by popping into the cinema when it’s open.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

ENTERTAINMENT

Maia, 11, enjoys the musical afternoon.                            Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Mia, 10, makes music with friends. Jed, 8, finds the note.

Harp haven
The Hikutaia School Hall was 

alive with the sound of mu-
sic on July 18, as students and 
staff took part in an interactive 
afternoon called Harp Play with 
Thames harpist Anna Dun-
woodie. 

Ten harps were spread 
around the hall for students 
and teachers to have a tinker 
and see what it felt like to play 
the harp, while Anna moved 
around the room and helped 
the budding musicians. 

Principal Wayne Whitney 
said the lesson was informative, 
interactive and unique. 

He said he noticed the kid’s 
faces, their excitement and in-
stant satisfaction. 

“It was as if they were all 
transformed into musicians 
performing on a stage. She 
made the kids lie down and 

close their eyes while she 
played. I felt like I was trans-
ported to the Middle Ages. 

“It was calming and relaxing 
to hear the unique sound of the 
harp,” he said. 

The Harp Play visit was fund-
ed by the Creative Communities 
Scheme, which is from Creative 
New Zealand and managed 
by Creative Coromandel/ He 
Mana Toi Moehau Trust, the 
musician told The Profile.

For schools in the Hauraki or 
Thames-Coromandel Districts 
interested in having a fully-
funded Harp Play visit, the 
harpist said to get in touch with 
her.

“While I haven’t got any 
funding lined up at present, the 
next funding round opens in a 
few months, and I’m keen to get 
into more kura.” 
DETAILS: Email Anna Dunwoodie 
on harpmad@gmail.com. 

Harpist Anna Dunwoodie with Amena, 12, and Mote, 10.

Hobnail to debut new album
Three Part is the eighth album from Wel-
lington’s Hobnail.

Hobnail is touring New Zealand with its 
new album by core members Rob Joass 
(vocals, guitar, mandola) Jo Moir (vocals, 
violin) and Hamish Graham (vocals, gui-
tars, percussion). 

They are live at Kauaeranga Hall on 
August 9 at 7:30pm to showcase this new 
album as well as some of their old favour-
ite songs. 

“With Jo Moir’s barnstorming fiddle, 
great songs and spectacular harmonies, 
Hobnail’s live show will make your feet 
move and your heart sing.” 

Hobnail are an institution. 
They have played shows everywhere 

from Pittsburgh to Paekakariki, New 

Plymouth to Norfolk Island, Auckland to 
Amsterdam, Germany to Gore, the Cana-
dian Prairies to the Canterbury Plains. 

They are three-time finalists at the New 
Zealand Music Awards (Best Folk Album 
and Best Country Song twice).

Their new album features Hobnail’s take 
on songs by some of their favourite Kiwi 
and Australian bands and songwriters, in-
cluding Don McGlashan, Barry Saunders, 
the Waifs, Nick Cave, and more. 

These versions highlight the vocal and 
instrumental interplay between these 
three exceptional musicians.
DETAILS: Tickets: Door sales 28; pre-paid $25 
txt: 021 912 993 or kauaerangahallmusic@
gmail.com or Garden Music, 712 Pollen St, 
Thames.

Hobnail is live at 
Kauaeranga Hall on Au-
gust 9. Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Tia, 11, picks it up quick.
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MORTGAGEESALE

PreecePoint 3035TikiRoad

2.5036ha

Auction (will notbesoldprior) 11am,Thu 14Aug2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Mortgageeauction - lifestyleblocknear town
Just4minutes fromCoromandel township, this2.5036hectare (moreor less)parcelofbare landoffersyouthe
opportunity tocreateyourdreamlifestyle.Theresagenerousamountof flat landtoworkwithandnobuildings in
place, this isagenuineblankcanvas.Whetheryou're thinkingaweekendretreat, small lifestyle setup,or somethingoff-
grid, there'splentyof spacehere toshape ityourway.Set in theever-changingCoromandelPeninsula, you’ll be
surroundedbyworld-famousbeaches, scenicbushwalks, anda rangeofoutdooradventures—allwithineasy reach.
With thepropertybeingsold throughmortgagee, there's strongmotivation toseea result.

bayleys.co.nz/2180821

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

MORTGAGEESALE

PreecePoint 3195ATikiRoad

2.6707ha

Auction (will notbesoldprior) 11am,Thu 14Aug2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Mortgageeauction -opportunityknockshere
Justminutes fromCoromandel township, this2.6707hectare (moreor less) sliceof landsitsquietlyback fromthe
road,offeringprivacyand flatcontour.Stockyardsarealreadyonsite, andthespace lends itselfwell tograzing,
hobby farming,ora future lifestylebuild.There’s roomtorunanimals,growfood,orcreateaweekendbaseclose to
town—withoutcompromising thepeaceandprivacy.Only4minutes fromCoromandel township, you’reperfectly
positionedtoenjoy thebestof thearea.Cafés, shops, schools, and local servicesareallwithineasy reach.World-class
fishing,boat ramps,beaches, andbushwalksarenearby—makingthisagreatbase forbothworkandweekend living.

bayleys.co.nz/2180823
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bayleys.co.nz

OPENHOME

Thames 401MillingtonPlace

4 1 3 1 1
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
4pm,Wed20Aug2025
459PollenStreet,Thames
View 12.30-1pmSun 10Augorbyappointment
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sunsetsandroomtoplay
This immaculate, elevatedhomeenjoys townandFirthviewsandoffersexcellent flexibility. Sunlight fills theopen-
plan living,which flows toanorth-facing,Archgola-covereddeck.Themain level features threebedrooms(includinga
masterwithensuite), a familybathroom,andaseparate toilet. Twoheatpumps,awoodburner, andall-daysunensure
comfort.

Downstairs includesa fourthbedroom, thirdbathroom,office, internal accessgarageandworkshop– noneshownon
originalplans.Outside, 736sqm(moreor less)ofeasy-caregardens, veggiebeds,BBQarea, carport, andample
parking -This is lifestyleand liveability.

bayleys.co.nz/2180826

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 10RuaOnePlace

1,557sqm 3 3
AskingPrice $1,375,000
View 10-10.30amSun 10Aug&1-1.30pmSun 17Aug
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Beachfrontbrilliance– sophistication, style, andspace
Anchoredat thewater’sedgeonano-exit road, thiselevated 1,557sqm(moreor less)beachfrontpropertycaptures
sweepingviewsacross theFirthofThames to theCoromandelandHunuaRanges.The three-bedroom, three-ensuite
+ toilethome isbuilt for longevity,withconcreteblockwalls, native timberaccents, andadumbwaiterconnecting
both levels.Arimubenchtopwarmsthemainkitchen,withakitchenettebelow.Expansiveglazing frames thesea.A
Dolomite filtrationsystemand75,000Lwater storageenhance function.Withdirectwateraccess,Airbnbpotential
andsubdivisionprospects (subject tocouncil approval), this isaboldandpractical coastaloffering.

bayleys.co.nz/2630046
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R E L A X &R E L A X &
R E C L I N ER E C L I N E

S A L ES A L E

Fletcher 3 Pc. Lounge Suite Moana Relax Chair

Malmo Relax Chair
with footstool

Torcelloo Cow Leather Chair
with foootstool

Dakota Lounge Suite

George Lounge Range

RRP $4599

SSALE PRICCE $2099

2 Seater + 2x Chairs
RRP $3199 SALE PRICE $2299

3 Seater + 2x Chairs
RRP $3699 SALE PRICE $2499

3 Seater + 2x Chairs
RRP $3499 SALE PRICE $2499

BUY 1 $1299
BUY 2
$1199each

BUY 1 $999
BUY 2
$899each

BUY 1 $1899
BUY 2
$1749each

Rhino Suede Fabric in Ash color

Available in Black PU,
Ebony, New Grey (Fabric)

Available in Mustard, Ebony
& Storm

Avaailable in Black & Silver Grey.
Maade from genuine cow leather.

BBy JJohhn YYoung bbrandd.

By John Young brand.

*accessories & coffee table not included.

Nationwide Delivery available
18 months interest free payment plan available via Q-card, Finance Now, Purple Card and GEM Visa (Terms & Conditions Apply)

Proud to perform: new uniforms lift spirits
New Zealand Community 

Trust (NZCT) has awarded a 
grant of $15,886 to Paeroa Cen-
tral School for new kapa haka 
uniforms, so students can now 
perform at school, marae, and 
community events in high-quality 
cultural uniforms that reflect the 
pride and mana of their traditions.

Deputy principal Natasha Sear-
ancke said, “thanks to this gen-
erous grant from NZCT, all our 
children can now perform their 
cultural traditions with pride, 
wearing clean, new uniforms that 
reflect their identity and heritage”.

The decile one school of just 
70 students could not stretch 
its budget to cover the cost of 
new kapa haka uniforms and 
equipment. With many families 
from lower socioeconomic back-
grounds, fundraising within the 
school community posed a signifi-
cant challenge.

The uniforms will be a taonga 
for future generations, remaining 
with the school as part of its cul-
tural legacy.

Tamariki are excited about the 
new uniforms: “I’ll feel good in my 
new kapa haka uniform and per-
form better”, year 2 student Kupai 
Williams said.

Fellow student Reiya Williams, 
year 4, said, “my whānau will be 
able to watch me in a proper kapa 
haka uniform and we will look 
good when we go out and per-
form”. 

For Year 7 student Giovanni 
Waitai, the new kākahu (uni-
forms) are a welcome change.

“It will be cool to perform in a 
new kapa haka uniform and not t-
shirts and shorts.”

Matire Williams, kapa haka tu-
tor, teacher, and Ngāti Tamaterā 
Iwi member said the students did 
a lot of performances in the com-
munity.

“Having new kapa haka uni-
forms will help them perform well, 
feel proud and look great.”

Michelle Williams, presiding 

member and parent, said kapa 
haka uniforms were like “armour”.

“When they are worn it gives 
individuals a sense of pride and 
mana. 

“It’s another avenue for our tam-
ariki to be able to stand proudly to 
represent the kura, Māori culture 
and who they are. They’ll also look 

good, feel smart, and perform bet-
ter.”

Parent and Ngāti Tawhaki Hapū 
member Roxanne Te Moananui, 
agrees. 

“Because our tamariki do so 
much for community and school I 
think they deserve to look present-
able.”

NZCT general manager of 
grants, marketing and commu-
nications Ben Hodges said it was 
great to help tamariki strengthen 
their mana and feel pride for their 
kura. “Grants like this wouldn’t be 
possible without the responsible 
gaming partnership we share with 
the Paeroa Hotel,” he said.

Paeroa Central School kapa kaka students can now perform in new uniforms.                                         Photo: SUPPLIED


