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Repeated robberies, damage at Tararu Store, P3

From designing fits for her Barbie 
dolls, to being touted as a star at 

the Toi Wearable Arts Competition, 
Ruby Green has been taking on New 
York in style - a dream that once 
seemed worlds away from her fam-
ily’s farm in Ngatea.

In June, the Hauraki Plains College 
student attended the Vogue College of 
Fashion Summer School Programme, 
where she visited the iconic maga-
zine’s headquarters, took classes in 
fashion styling, and mocked-up an 
editorial shoot at the Condé Nast stu-
dios.

It was an “absolutely incredible” 
experience for the 17-year-old, who 
spent her days living and studying in 
the city that never sleeps.

“Vogue always felt like such a far 
away dream from my family farm in 
Ngatea, but after going, it opened my 
eyes to how much is out there,” Ruby 
said. “You just have to find and make 
opportunities for yourself.”

Fashion has been front of mind for 
Ruby for as long as she can remem-
ber. She first learned how to sew from 
her grandma, and then took lessons 
with Turua seamstress Doreen Doug-
las. 

As a child, she designed and created 
clothes for Barbie dolls as well as her-
self, and dove into the branch of styl-
ing while at Vogue Summer School.

“Our final project [at the school] 
was a mock-up editorial shoot for 
Vogue where we had shoot days at 
Condé Nast studios and shot with 
professional photographers and mod-
els. 

“It was so incredible,” she told The 
Profile.

 “To be taught by some of the greats 
in the industry and put it all into ac-
tion on the second-to-last day of 
classes felt like an absolute dream.”

But Ruby hasn’t just showcased her 
talents in one of the world’s biggest 
fashion capitals, she’s also been rec-
ognised as a star back home.

On her return from New York, she 
competed in the Toi Wearable Arts 
Competition held at Claudelands Are-
na in Hamilton, unveiling a garment 
she made from upcycled ballet mate-
rials such as pointe shoes, ballet flats, 
tights, and costume ribbons.

The materials were collected from 
Ruby’s own items amassed through-
out her dance career, as well as from 
op shops, the Paeroa Refuse Centre, 
and other performers from Thames 

CONTINUED ON P2

Passion for Passion for 
fashionfashion

Ruby’s Toi 
Wearable Arts 

garment is made 
from upcycled 

ballet materials 
such as pointe 

shoes, ballet 
flats, tights, and 

costume ribbons.
Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Workshop, Farm and Outdoor
footwear you can rely on,
whatever the weather

Fit out the team and the family ready for winter.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
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Hauraki Dance Theatre - where she’s 
been training since the age of four.

“It took me many hours to create the 
look, particularly sourcing the materi-
als,” she said. 

“I love the garment because it tells 
so many different stories. I know how 
many memories my own items hold, so I 
love that others’ are in the garment too.”

Ruby’s hard work paid off, and af-
ter competing in the competition three 
times before, this year she received 
the ‘Star of the Night’ regional winner 
award, plus an additional three awards 
for ‘Excellent Garment Construction’, 
‘Creative Concept’ and ‘Innovative Use 
of Materials’. 

“To win ‘Star of the Night’ was an in-
credible way to finish off my Toi Journey 
during college,” she said. “It was such a 
high after just returning from New York 
and with just two days in between.

“Toi is something I discovered on my 
own and had to do outside of school, so 
to see those hours I put into creating the 
garment pay off was really special and 
encouraging.”

And Ruby’s passion for fashion is not 
stopping there.

Next year, she is heading to university 
to study towards a Bachelor’s Degree of 
Design, majoring in Fashion and Com-

Fashion capital, meet Ruby Green

munications (Marketing). 
She hopes to secure as many intern-

ships as possible during her tertiary 
study, with dreams of spending a sum-
mer abroad at Australian Vogue before 
jetting off to Milan - for which she is al-
ready learning Italian.

“I am actually very proud to see how 

far I have come, but most of all aston-
ished at how many opportunities have 
opened up for me this year,” Ruby said.

“I just feel incredibly inspired by the 
experience and it’s shown me that a 
dream is always possi-
ble if you work hard to 
get there.”

CONTINUED FROM P1

Ruby Green, 17, visited Vogue magazine’s 
headquarters, took classes in fashion styl-
ing, and mocked-up an editorial shoot at 
the Condé Nast studios. She  spent her 
days living and studying fashion in the 
city that never sleeps.        Photos: SUPPLIED
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Authorised by Peter Revell, Kauaeranga Valley. revellp@gmail.com

Control rates
Empower communities
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coromandelmayor.co.nz 
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60%
off.
Sleepyhead
Swisstek Range.

Clear. Out. Sale.

*Offer valid to 09.09.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding
only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless
otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details.

*

Locally owned
& operated

Free delivery
& set up

We set up & take
away your old bed

49 Lorne St07 889 6421 bedsrus.co.nz

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Repeated robberies, damage at Tararu Store
A break-in at the Tararu 

Store and Bait Station on 
August 17 was the second inci-
dent in six months, store own-
er Dilpreet Singh said.

Store cameras caught three 
men in hoodies and face masks 
breaking into the store in the 
early hours of the morning.

The footage showed two men 
climbing over and attempting 
to open a locked gate beside 
the store at 1.15am, and then 
using a crowbar to attempt to 
lever up a rolling door at the 
store’s front entrance.

Three men returned to the 
store at 2.45am, this time lev-
ering up the rolling door and 
smashing through the glass 
door beyond. 

Internal camera footage then 
caught two of the men climb-
ing over the shop counter and 
grabbing boxes, moments be-
fore the fog cannon was acti-
vated.

Dilpreet said the burglars 
only got away with a few boxes 
of wipes, as the fog cannon was 
set off when they attempted to 
open a safe in a corner. Howev-
er, the damage to the entrance 
was substantial.

“The damage they left is a 
lot,” he said.

“[And] it’s affecting us a lot. 
At night time, we can’t even 
sleep properly, we keep check-
ing the cameras.”

Dilpreet said the store also 
suffered another incident on 
February 28, during opening 

hours.
“Our staff was here that 

morning, and as soon as he 
opened the shop, five minutes 
later, a group of five young boys 
came and started attacking 
him,” he said.

The attackers had machetes 
that time, Dilpreet said, and 
they threw cans at the staff 

member.
“He had a little injury around 

his eye, but he’s doing all right.”
Dilpreet said he was frus-

trated that the culprits seemed 
to be getting away with their 
crimes.

“These are local people - 
nothing is happening to them,” 
he said.

“From this lot, they caught 
one so far. And police say they 
know who the other two are, 
but they don’t have enough evi-
dence.

“From last time, they only 
caught three. And two are still 
hiding somewhere in Auckland, 
that’s what they told us.

“[The] police is doing their 

job, but at the end of the day, 
the law is not doing anything. 
And they know ... that nothing 
will happen to them.”

Police would not comment on 
the incidents to The Profile, cit-
ing privacy concerns.

Dilpreet Singh is frustrated with repeated attacks on his shop.     Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Cameras show three men breaking into the store.         Photos: SUPPLIED

Two of the men climb over the counter and grab boxes.
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KO TE HAPORI, KO MĀTAU / OUR COMMUNITY, OUR STRENGTH
Thames High School

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga

Visit Thames High School website www.thameshigh.school.nz ~ Thames High School Events and Celebrations ~ Ph +64 7 868 8688

Kia kōtahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te taumata
We grow together to achieve ones true potential

A team of Thames High School
students took on the challenge of the
48-Hour Film Competition. With
generous sponsorship from
Coromind Magazine, the group was
able to enter and put their creativity
to the test.
On Friday evening, they received
their brief—“Man vs. Nature”—and
had just two hours to plan, write
scripts, cast their actors, and prepare
for filming. Saturday was dedicated
to shooting the film, while Sunday
was spent editing, complete with
original animations the students
created themselves.
A special thank you goes to student
teacher, Carla Grosman, who
guided, mentored, and supported
the team throughout the project.
We wish the students the very best of
luck with their entry.

48 Hour Film FunGenerous Gift to Music Department

The Thames High School Music
Department has received an
incredible donation of nearly $8,000
from the Thames Music Club.
As the Club transitions to operating
in a different capacity and winds up
its incorporated society status, they
chose to gift their remaining funds to
support music education at Thames
High School.
This donation will go directly towards
purchasing keyboards for the Year 9
students entering the Music
Department in 2026, helping launch
an exciting new curriculum where all
students will have the chance to
learn and create on an instrument.
We are deeply grateful to the
Thames Music Club for their
generosity and their long-standing
commitment to music in our
community.

Thames High School recently
welcomed Te Aroha College for the
annual Sports Exchange, with a day
full of competitive spirit and strong
performances.
Wins came for Thames in senior girls’
and boys’ rugby sevens, senior boys’
doubles in badminton, and senior
girls’ football, alongside a hard-
fought draw in senior boys’ football.
Most Valuable Players included
Jake Hudson, Gracie Miller (Year
11), Kim Ju Tiang (Year 11, Lawron
Waite (Year 12), Obe Fraser (Year
11), Simrat Kaur (Year 10), Taylor
Menzies (Year 13), Ffin Owen (Year
12), and Austin Court (Year 13).
A huge thank you goes to the
coaches, managers, umpires, and
staff whose support ensured the
exchange was a resounding
success.

Art Competition Win

Two Thames High School students
showcased their talents at a recent
competition and expo organised
by the Whitianga Lions Club.

The event, which featured
photography and visual art
categories without a set theme,
encouraged participants to create
works inspired by their own vision.
Year 13 student Naiomi Hinton
impressed with two striking
paintings, earning third place for
one and a highly commended for
the other.

Fellow Year 13 student Emma Marr
also stood out, claiming second
place with her artwork. Both
students have done their school
proud with their creativity and
success.

Sport Exchange w Te Aroha College

Thames High muso leads in the arts
One thing Sophia Haakma is 

passionate about is playing 
the violin.

It’s a skill the 14-year-old musi-
cian has honed since she was six 
years old.

“I’d say my favourite aspect of 
it would be playing in a group, 
where I can provide support for 
others and be part of a team,” she 
told The Profile.

It’s something the year-9 
Thames High School student has 
been able to pursue this year as 
she has donated her time to teach 
violin lessons once a week to fel-
low students.

The young muso said it was her 
way to contribute to her school 
and also a “good opportunity” to 
share her knowledge with other 
people who were keen on learn-
ing.

“These sessions have helped me 
to meet some of my fellow stu-
dents who I may not have crossed 
paths with otherwise.”

The best moments for Sophia 
was when a student first played a 
clean note, or put their fingers in 
the right places on the strings - “all 
the little things”, she said.

Sophia’s creativity was also 
evident in her connection to the 
Thames Music and Drama (MAD) 
community.

She performed in Thames MAD 
productions and shows as an ac-
tor, singer, and musician with 
violin parts in the orchestra, and 

more recently as a guitarist in the 
School of Rock production.

Sophia has also recently been 
elected as the youth representative 
on the Thames MAD committee. 

She said her goal in the role was 
to make sure the Thames MAD 
theatre remained a place where 

people of all ages could go, and 
know they belong.

“Over recent years, there has 
been a growth in shows where kids 
and teens are able to take charge 
on stage,” she said.

“I want to make sure the spot-
light remains to be shared around 

evenly between everybody, adults 
and youth alike.”

A passion for the arts and the 
drive to grow in her violin play-
ing was clear. That’s why Sophia 
jumped at the opportunity to at-
tend advanced lessons with Wai-
kato University violin tutor Lara 

Thames High student Sophia Haakma, 14, teaches fellow students to play the violin. RIGHT: Sophia plays 
along with a fellow violinist.                                                                                                                  Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE

Hall. Thames High music teacher 
Dr Nichola Voice arranged for So-
phia to work with Lara to help her 
grow in her violin journey, Sophia 
said. 

“I almost couldn’t believe it. I 
still can’t wait to see what valuable 
skills and information I will be 
able to get out of these sessions.” 

The main thing Sophia said she 
wanted to focus on in the lessons 
was to refine her overall technique 
to the point where “I can be more 
confident and comfortable” to 
play in front of large audiences. 

One of the most important as-
pects of playing the violin was “al-
ways going to be technique”, the 
musical prodigy said.

Her advice for other young vio-
lin players was to work hard on 
getting good structure, posture, 
intonation and positioning “so you 
don’t give yourself bad habits”.

But most of all: “make sure you 
always work hard with what you 
do”, she said.

“Never give up, no matter how 
much you think you want to.”
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Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any
misprints or error within this advertisement.
Free local delivery applies on purchases of
$999 and above, within a 15km radius.

ANNIVERSARY SALE!
Celebrating of Comfort Together12Years

FREE
LOCAL DELIVERY

FREE
LAVENDER PILLOWS

WITH EVERY BED PURCHASE

65%
OFF

UP TO

$799
ONLY

SELLING
FAST!

SELLING
FAST!

WHEN YOU BUY

MATTRESSANY

$1
BED BASE

LIMITED
TIME!

VALID TILL: AUG 31ST

VALID TILL: AUG 31ST
POSTURE ELITE PLUSH

QUEEN MATTRESS AND BASE

$1733
NOW ONLY

HOT
DEAL!

QUEEN PILLOWTOP
MATTRESS AND BASE

Final piece of Sir Keith memorial installed
A sculpture soon-to-be un-

veiled during this year’s 
Battle of Britain commemora-
tions has been quietly mount-
ed into its permanent position 
at the Thames Airfield.

On August 12 - and with the 
sculpture of Sir Keith Park in 
place - the team behind the 
project raised a toast, celebrat-
ing a step towards the comple-
tion of the Royal Air Force vet-
eran’s memorial.

Sir Keith Park Memorial Air-
field president Geoff Furkert 
told The Profile that the bronze 
statue, designed by Helensville 
artist Joanne Sullivan, was the 
culmination of six years of ef-
fort.

The project had been dis-
rupted “in good part by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, when the 
donation environment com-
pletely died,” he said.

It is a life-sized, 2.3m stat-
ue, and portrays the Air Chief 
Marshal in his flying uniform, 
looking into the distance and 
awaiting the return of his pilots 
from a mission. 

At his feet are impressions of 
his many medals and awards.

It has been mounted on a 
plinth under the Hurricane 
fighter aircraft on-site, and 
Geoff said this year’s Battle of 
Britain Commemorations in 
September would be “spectac-

ular”.
With many VIPs set to at-

tend, the statue will be unveiled 
on the day, along with the inau-
guration of the completed me-
morial at the airfield.

Geoff earlier told The Pro-
file he first learned of Sir Keith 
Park after a night at the Thames 

Workingmen’s Club when Sir 
Keith was in attendance. 

He and others agreed that the 
man - who played a huge role 
in winning the Battle of Britain 
- should be acknowledged in 
New Zealand and especially in 
his hometown of Thames.

Geoff then became instru-

mental in getting the replica 
Hurricane fighter plane in-
stalled at the airfield, and erect-
ing the bronze statue of Sir 
Keith beneath it had long been 
a personal mission - one now 
nearing fulfilment.
DETAILS: The annual Thames Bat-
tle of Britain Commemorations at 

Thames Airfield, , September 14,  
11am. The event will include the 
unveiling of the 2.3m bronze stat-
ue of Sir Keith and the inaugura-
tion of the completed memorial, 
and is open to the public. 

Stuart Read, left, Geoff Furkert, and Warren Sly raise a toast to the memorial milestone. RIGHT: The statue is now in place and ready for unveiling.        SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
9E Colebrook Road 4 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20528

Riverside Privacy and Family Comfort
Modern brick home on 821sqm (approx.), tucked away
for privacy with hillside views. Features open-plan
living, second lounge, four bedrooms including master
with ensuite and walk-in wardrobe, family bathroom,
double garage, and low-maintenance grounds.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
342 Pukekauri Road 4 1 1 5

eves.co.nz/ewa20531

Family Sized with Stunning Views
Expansive four-bedroom home on 5,951sqm (approx)
with sweeping rural views, sun-filled living spaces,
wood burner, and partial double glazing. Features
include tennis court, swimming pool, extensive
shedding with garages and three-phase power.

Auction Thurs 18 Sept, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Price Reduction

Waihi
9948 State Highway 2 4 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19033

$100k Price Drop!
This 6.2ha (approx) lifestyle block near Waihi offers
fertile pasture, ideal for grazing or horses. Includes a
modern 2019 four-bedroom home, garage, implement
shed, disused cowshed and its own bore water supply.

Asking Price $1,099,000 Plus GST (if any)
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
49 Poland Street, Waikino 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20198

Relax and Retreat
This refreshed two-bedroom home is positioned for the
sun. The living room has a fireplace and a heat pump.
Wake up to breathtaking views from the main bedroom
through French doors to the hills. You will love the
detached garage/workshop with options.

Asking Price $690,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Waihi 07 863 1118
waihi@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Imagine a rental property where everything runs smoothly – with
reliable tenants, regular updates when you need them, and assurance
that your investment is well-managed and thriving. With EVES, you

get this peace of mind. Talk to us today!

New Listing

Waihi
56D Mataura Road 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20566

Private Rural Outlook
A generous 235sqm home, featuring open-plan living
with wood burner, smart vent, and heat pump. Three
bedrooms, two bathrooms, office nook, and double
garage provide practicality. Native plantings, stream
access, and adjoining council land ensures privacy.

Asking Price $850,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
90 Kenny Street 2 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa18598

Central Character Cottage
Sunny north-facing home with spacious lounge,
renovated kitchen, and master with ensuite. Ramp
access at the rear for easy entry. Detached garage offers
extra storage or workspace. Comfortable, modern living
with all the essentials.

Asking Price $575,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Stay cool by the pool this summer,
earning good money and a new
qualification!

Be part of a
great team!

Make a real difference
delivering a great
summer of fun!
Without sufficient
Lifeguards, our
community pools
cannot open safely.

School leavers, uni students, sports people,
mums, dads, uncles, aunties, next door
neighbours, semi-retired.... you are all invited
to apply for Lifeguard roles to ensure a fun
filled summer in the Hauraki District pools.
• Earn up to $27.65 per hour, on a flexible

roster
• Work locally, in your district (Waihī, Paeroa

and Ngātea)
• FREE Lifeguard and First Aid training for all

suitable applicants
• CV required.

Apply online by 12 September 2025
https://hauraki.pulsesoftware.com/Pulse/jobs

PROGRAMMES
AVAILABLE FOR 2025

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Wanting to upskill or change direction? These are some of the
FREE options we have available for ALL ages

Retail Level 2 & 3 - Upskill your customer service, learn how
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)

Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success
Finding out where you are with numeracy & literacy and to upskill

We also offer some fee paying short programmes – Barista and
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses

Call us for pricing.

‘Frank, blunt, honest’ Hart restands for mayor

Remedying “the atrocious shambles” 
of the Thames-Coromandel Dis-

trict Council is a driving factor in Steve 
Hart’s decision to run for Mayor again.

The Puriri man has released a 29-page 
manifesto detailing his background and 
vision for the district if successful in his 
campaign.

In it, he talks of a broken system, calls 
climate change “a diversion tactic for 
dummies” and references his exchange 
with current Mayor Len Salt in which 
the latter told Hart to ‘go F**k yourself’.

He also called the district’s current 
line-up of mayor, councillors and com-
munity board members “toothless, 
spineless, deficient and incompetent”.

Hart ran for the top job at the last lo-
cal body elections, raking in 1111 votes 
against winning contender Salt’s 5285.

He told The Profile that while he re-
mained the same man - “frank, blunt, 
and honest” - he wasn’t looking to the 
past to predict where he’ll land this time.

“I haven’t got any expectations at all,” 
he said. “My mindset doesn’t go there. 
You know, I’m just putting out what 
I’m about, what I’m capable of, what in-
spires me, and I’m saying there has to be 
dramatic change, and I’m a person that 
can create that change.”

His manifesto includes a motivation 
to see a building industry fully support-
ed by council that eliminated “bureau-
cratic nonsense”.

Steve Hart stood for TCDC Mayor in 2022. He says his second run isn’t a ‘vendetta’ against the 
council staff who tore down a building on his property earlier this year.         Photo: SUPPLIED

This would include getting rid of 
“severe over-cost and over-sights of 
building and developing; fast tracking 
consents; and having full support to de-
velop the utilities and services needed in 
any housing area and development es-

tates”, he said.
In 2024, it was reported that Thames-

Coromandel District Council issued 11 
‘notices to fix’ over a seven-year period 
regarding unconsented building work 
on Hart’s Puriri property.

Then, in March of this year, he said 
council staff visited his home and car-
ried out “an abusive act of intentional, 
malicious and vindictive vandalism” 
when they destroyed what Hart called a 
“kids’ playhouse”.

He said the building was, at the time, 
in the middle of being signed off by an 
independent Licensed Building Practi-
tioner and was awaiting a certificate of 
structural integrity from a registered 
structural engineer.

He said full compensation would be 
sought to pay for the “abuse and destruc-
tion, reconstruction, grief, stress, harm, 
defamation, damages and trauma”.

However, he told The Profile last week 
he was not using his run for the mayor-
alty as a vendetta.

“I’m not that sort of person,” he said, 
“but the reality is - and I hear it from a 
lot of people besides my own personal 
experience - that the whole consent pro-
cess is just an absolute shambles. 

“I’m an architect, and I’ve been in-
volved in the planning industry and I’ve 
worked for councils, so I know the whole 
industry inside-out and back to front. I 
know the functions and processes, and I 
know what’s efficient.

“It’s just alarming, really, to look at 
what’s going on, and obviously quite 
loudly there’s just a sheer degree of in-
competence, and it’s just creating the 
mess we’re in. So, we’ve got to change 
it.” 
DETAILS: Voting for this year’s local gov-
ernment elections opens on September 9 
until noon on October 11. Progress results 
are published October 11; preliminary re-
sults on October 13 and official results on 
October 17.

As this year’s local elections 
approach, reporter KELLEY 
TANTAU continues to put 
the spotlight on the mayoral 
contenders, and asks why 
they think they’re fit to wear 
the chains.
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Authorised by Keith Holmes, 57b Thomas Road, RD3, Te Aroha

KEITH HOLMES
FOR REGIONAL COUNCIL

K

VOTE for Experience
No more the same, Let’s make a difference!

Authorised by Robert Cookson, Rates Control Team, 564 No. 7 Road, RD, Waitoa

ROBERT
COOKSON
FOR REGIONAL COUNCIL

VOTE for accountability,
transparent decision-maakingg,,
and delivering real valuue
for the community.

FREE  
CONFIDENTIAL  
ADVICE &  
SUPPORT

 
 

Hauraki Old Post Office Building  
101 Normanby Road, Paeroa
Opening hours: Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday 10am-1pm  
07 863 7640 or 021 318 946   
hauraki@cab.org.nz

Soldier seeks Mayoral seat in two districts

A military man with visions to one day 
amalgamate the Matamata-Piako 

and Hauraki districts may not be active-
ly campaigning for the mayoral chains, 
but says his “tested and trialled” experi-
ence under pressure has prepared him 
well for local politics.

Roman Jackson is living in Te Aroha 
and is running for both Mayor of Hau-
raki and Matamata-Piako, as well as 
councillor for the Waihī ward and Te 
Aroha ward.

If successful in his run for mayoralty, 
his goal is to work toward amalgamation 
of both Hauraki and Matamata-Piako, 
turning it into one larger district. 

‘Upoko Matangi’ is his envisioned 
name for the rohe.

“My aim with amalgamation - I be-
lieve [it] would be the quick-fix option 
to reduce rates rises; however, it is more 
than just about the financial sustainabil-
ity,” he told The Profile. 

“I believe we need to remove this in-
visible line between the districts because 
it just fuels more separatist thinking. 

“I am aware the current Mayor does 
not support amalgamation, or at least so 
I read, so I am standing for people who 
do support it and this in itself will be the 
catalyst to determine what people really 
want to do.”

The 34-year-old said he had connec-

Military man Roman Jackson is living in Te Aroha and is running for both Mayor of 
Hauraki and Matamata-Piako districts.                Photo: SUPPLIED

tions to both districts.
The former Waihī East and Waihī 

Beach schoolboy is also a fifth genera-
tion Te Aroha local. 

He told The Profile his grandparents 
were among the original townspeople 

who paved the roads of Te Aroha in the 
1800s after arriving from Ireland and 
Norway. 

Jackson said his military career be-
gan as a 17-year-old, and he had since 
served in four different militaries over-

all, most recently as a squad command-
er in Ukraine and earlier with the Cho-
sen Company and 3rd Separate Assault 
Brigade.

“I have had a gunfight in the forest 
at night with no night vision. I have 
swarmed trenches and buildings. I have 
crawled across a minefield pulling my 
dead friend with a rope to remain unde-
tected,” he said.

“I have been in a Humvee explosion; 
chased by FPV [First Person View] 
drones in the forest; experienced Cov-
id-19 in a trench during winter; been 
stabbed in street fights. I have been shot, 
wrestled with Russians, you name it.”

Jackson said if he was unsuccessful in 
the local body elections, he would return 
to Ukraine for the fifth time if the war 
was still ongoing. 

“It was never my intention to ever 
stand for Mayor until I had enough of 
seeing poor investment choices and lack 
of innovative solutions,” he said.

“I am a firm believer that democracy 
belongs to those who have sworn an 
oath to defend it. 

“Being a soldier is about protecting a 
way of thinking and that way of thinking 
is coming under threat now more than 
ever before. 

“Our world is entering wartime once 
again so we must have strong leadership 
at all levels.”
DETAILS: Voting for this year’s local gov-
ernment elections opens on September 9 
until noon on October 11. Progress results 
are published October 11; preliminary re-
sults on October 13 and official results on 
October 17.

As this year’s local elections 
approach, reporter KELLEY 
TANTAU continues to put 
the spotlight on the mayoral 
contenders, and asks why 
they think they’re fit to wear 
the chains.
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2025
BUNNINGS
WAREHOUSE
HEARTLAND

CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday 30th August at Boyd Park, Te Aroha

Thames Valley SwampfoxesThames Valley Swampfoxes
vsvs

King CountryKing Country

E

Gates open at 10.00am
2.30pm - Field 1

11.00am - Field 1
Thames Valley Jackals vs King Country Big Horns

11.00am - Field 2
Thames Valley U16 Boys vs King Country U16

12.30pm - Field 3
Thames Valley U19 Boys vs King Country U19

Ticket price - $5.00 • Under 12 years = free
• EFTPOS Available

W
WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

1/4 Zip Merino Jumper from Berlin, for

year round comfort $190.00.

See instore for our great selection.

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

‘Typhoid scare’ concerns in Paeroa after death

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, MEGHAN 
HAWKES explores our local history by seeking 

out stories of life and death in the Thames Valley

Esmonde ‘Curly’ Shaw was pretty well 
black and blue from the knocking 

about he got in football games.
The 24 year old Paeroa local had by 1912 

made quite an impression on the field, the 
Ohinemuri Gazette reporting “No player 
has improved so much or played so con-
sistently well as he has done”. 

In showing up for his club in the last two 
matches Curly, had displayed great unself-
ishness as he had not really been fit to play. 
It was the reporter’s firm belief that with-
out Curly in recent matches the team would 
have been defeated. It was not so much the 
amount of good play as his actual presence 
in the team that counted so much.

Curly was the son of Thomas Shaw, fore-
man of works on the Thames-Paeroa rail-
way, and his second wife Lavinia. He had 
several siblings and half-siblings from both 
his father’s marriages. Tragedy had struck 
in 1898 when Curly was nine, when his 
mother died after a very long illness.

The family lived in Puke Rd where it was 
now the drains which caught the Gazette 
reporter’s eye. They were badly in need of 
cleaning; in fact the drains of Paeroa were 
in an absolutely disgraceful condition. In 

A poster reminds the public to “Avoid the grip of 
the typhoid hand”.               Photo: SUPPLIED

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. What is Barbie’s surname? a) 
Anderson, b) Roberts, or c) Smith?
2. Which former US President made 
headlines in 2000 for the following 
quotes: “Working hard to put food 
on your family”, and “Rarely is the 
question asked: is our children 
learning”?
3. Which former All Black was 
arrested in 2007 after an incident 
where he jumped on cars parked at 
Heathrow Airport?
4. The French words for cupboard 
(placard) and table, have a 
grammatical gender, which is 
masculine and which is feminine?
5. “Groundnuts” are a term used 
in Africa, India, and parts of Asia, to 
refer to which food item?
6. The artwork by the artist Banksy 
which was shredded at auction in 
2018, came to be known as Love is in 
the Bin. What was it named before it 
was shredded? 
7. Did New Zealand deploy combat 
troops to either of the Iraq wars?
8. What is the first prime number 
greater than 100?
9. Is it possible for a chemical 
compound to have a negative pH? 
10. Graham’s Beach is in which region 
of New Zealand? a) Auckland, b) Bay 
of Plenty, or c) Canterbury?

ANSWERS: 1. .b) Roberts; 2. George W. Bush; 
3. Doug Howlett; 4. “Table” is feminine, while 
“placard” is masculine; 5. Peanuts; 6. Girl with 
Balloon; 7. No, although NZ did deploy non-
combat military personnel to both; 8. 101; 9. 
Yes. Concentrated hydrochloric acid has a pH of 
-1; 10. a) Auckland. 

Station Rd the drain was practically choked 
from end to end with vegetation soaking in 
dirty, stagnant water. 

The Bradley St drain absolutely reeked. 
In Corbett St, it was even worse. This part 
of the town was fairly thickly populated, 
but right at residence entrances was a 
filthy drain holding a few inches of slimy 
water full of weeds and household rub-
bish. On Junction Rd the ditches were 
blocked with weeds while along Opotito 
Rd and George St, matters were as bad as 
it was possible for them to be. It was the 
same story all over the township. A good 
portion of Paeroa was situated in what was 
formerly a swamp. The drains were a fever 
bed - a breeding place for the germs of ty-
phoid, diphtheria, typhus and many other 

awful and preventable diseases.
By February 1913 Paeroa was alarmed 

by wild rumours of a ‘typhoid scare’ but 
in truth there had only been four cases in 
the town. There had been several others 
who imagined that they had contracted ty-
phoid, but on investigation it proved to be 
some minor ailment. However, residents 
were advised to take every precaution to 
prevent an outbreak of fever of any de-
scription. The greatest cleanliness needed 
to be observed with regard to drains and 
refuse, and particular care should be taken 
with drinking water.

Despite these measures, in April 1913, 
Curly Shaw came down with typhoid. 
Three weeks later he felt well enough to 
return to work. Finally he was admitted to 
Thames hospital but the fever by this time 
had such a grip that doctors had very lit-
tle hope of saving him. All possible steps 
were taken, but it was in vain. ‘Curly’, as he 
was affectionately known, was very popu-
lar and great sorrow was felt at the death 
of Paeroa’s rising football star. His funeral 
was attended by a large number of friends, 
including firemen from the Paeroa Brigade 
of which Curly was a member.

The next month an outraged ‘Observer’ 
wrote to the Gazette that the streets and 
drainage of Paeroa were still disgraceful.

 Despite channels being cleared out heaps 
of filth remained on the streets. A crop of 
cabbages might have been grown in the 
piles since the stuff was left there. These 
things should be attended to, he warned, 
before they assumed larger proportions, 
which might not so easily be contained.

It was a wonder that some pestilence had 
not been about. Typhoid, he said, had had 
its quota.

Curly was buried at Paeroa’s Pukerimu 
cemetery.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2012 VW Touran
1.4 TSi, 7 Seat, Low Kms, Alloys

$9,990

2014 Holden Cruze
Auto, NZ New, Best Buy

$7,990

2011 VW Golf TSi
Auto, Alloys, Black Out Edition

VALUE
$7,990

2010 Nissan Skyline
250 GT Auto, RWD, Top Spec

$7,990

2010 BMW 135i
Auto, Turbo Coupe, Top Spec

$12,990

2012 Toyota Corolla
1.8 Auto, NZ New, Service History,

Alloys

$9,990

2006 VW Beetle
Man 5 Spd, NZ New, Low 76 Kms

$6,990

2005 Kia Sorento
Auto, 4WD, Diesel, Low Kms

$8,990
ONLY

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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Mission Statement:
To maintain a friendly, social and competitive club environment from

which to continue to promote tennis and squash to juniors and adults alike.
We aim to retain existing members and also encourage new members to join.
We will also provide high quality tennis and squash facilities available

to all members of the local community since 1923.
For all enquiries, Contact Bruce Nicol 021 781 560

The club have 11 tennis courts with lights
(4 plexipave, 7 astroturf courts)

and 2 squash courts.
Tennis and squash can be played all year around.

FUN • FITNESS • FRIENDS
FOR ALL AGES AND
FITNESS LEVELS

COME AND GIVE IT A GO

TUESDAY SEPT 23rd

New members
welcome!Fun and

friendly
club

SUBS:
New members (Beginners) $

Full members $

For more information:
PPPhhhooonnne Rae 027 212 4624 or Ruth 021 262 4643

State Highway 2, Mangatarata
(next to the Hauraki Golf Club)

120

60

OPENING DAYOPENING DAY
Croquet is Fun

It’s Social, It’s Healthy, It’s Competitive, It’s Easy
New Players Welcome.

Come and try it. All equipment supplied.
101 Beach Road, Thames

For more information email: thamescroquet@gmail.com
or thamescroquetclub

PAEROA TENNIS AND SQUASH CLUB
We host different events and game nights 
across both sports. 
Come along and try squash and tennis on 
Monday nights for tennis club night and 
women only squash night, all from 6pm. 
Squash mixed club nights are on Thursdays 
from 6pm. Have a go, it’s great for your 
fitness.
Beginners are welcome. These organised 
evenings are a lot of fun. Three times a 
year we have a great competition with our 
organised outside tournaments for graded 
players on Friday nights and Saturdays. 
The club organises a lot of activities, but 
there is plenty of time for members to use 
the 11 tennis courts and two squash courts 
for their own games and practice. And club 
membership is for both squash and ten-
nis facilities. Great value, great for fitness, 
great fun and all weather.
For more information about squash, con-
tact Bruce Nicol 021 781 560. And for ten-
nis, contact Mandy Souchon 0274 311640.

THAMES CROQUET CLUB
Join our club and play in this beautiful set-
ting, it’s not all tense tournaments, we do 
have many hours of friendly play.
Summer games are played in the morn-
ing, Monday and Thursday, plus Saturday 
afternoon. Winter games in the afternoon 
Monday, Thursday and Saturday.  
We also have Twilight games during Day-
light Saving hours at 5pm on a Wednesday. 
Look out for our Day of Fun with Steam-
punk Thames, Sunday 9 November. You 
could have a try with the mallet and enjoy 
a cup of tea and light lunch served in our 
Clubrooms after visiting the market on Vic-
toria Park. 
Wear soft soled shoes, we’ll supply the 

Summer SportsSummer Sports

mallets. The first visit is free then 5 more 
visits at $3 each, you’ll be hooked by then 
and ready to join our club. Email for days 
and times of play, we’d love to see you: 
thamescroquet@gmail.com

HAURAKI BOWLS CLUB
We may be one of the smallest in the 
Thames Valley Region, but we think we 
punch well above our weight. Located 
about 10 minutes Nor/West of Ngatea, the 
club is easy to find.

There you will see a very well looked after 
grass green in one of the most picturesque 
spots in the Valley. We cater for all ages 
and abilities and are one of the few clubs 
which has two club days for members, 
along with the usual Open Triples Tourna-
ments and Champ events.
Our signature event is our 2 day tourna-
ment which is very popular and has been 
running for over 40 years. Something else 
in our favour is that we have floodlights-
very useful when we host our quote, ‘seri-

ously good’ Business House Competition in 
spring and summer.
Luckily for us, we have plenty of bowls for 
people to use for this competition and for 
anyone wanting to try our sport. Of course, 
we have to mention the fact we are re-
nowned for our hospitality and our food. 
Our afternoon teas are the best around, 
(just think cinnamon oysters!) So come and 
see us; you will be ‘bowled’ over by what 
we have to offer. Contact: Rae 027 212 
4624 or Ruth 021 262 4643. 

Hauraki Bowls Club punches above their weight.       Photos: SUPPLIED Join Thames Croquet Club in their beautiful setting.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Come and enjoy a tennis day out...
Seniors and juniors (all skill levels) are welcome.

BBQ, ball machine, pickleball court

ALL WELCOME
Ph: 027 278 8898

clubspark.kiwi/WaihiTennisClubInc

OPENING DAY
Saturday 6th September

11am - 3pm
Morgan Park, Waihi
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THAMES • WHITIANGA • COROMANDEL • NGATEA
PROPERTY LAW - ESTATES & ASSET PLANNING

RELATIONSHIP PROPERTY - WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY
Please visit our website or call our friendly staff for more information. www.purnell.nz

Hayley Green L.L.B Partner

Brenda Flay L.L.B. Hons Partner

611 Mackay Street, PO Box 31, Thames 3540
Phone: 07 868 8680
Email: info@purnell.nz

Branch Office Visits:
Coromandel - Tuesday
Whitianga - Thursday
For An Appointment
Telephone: 07 868-8680

The final

FAREWELL

It’s ‘an honour’ to 
create floral tributes
It’s one thing to be part of the commu-

nity and another to serve it, and since 
1867 Twentymans Funeral Directors has 
done both.

The best part about it all for managing 
director Adrian Catran was being able 
to support families across Thames and 
the wider Coromandel Peninsula through 
their grieving processes and help create 
a fitting farewell for their loved ones, he 
said.

Even though many things have devel-
oped over the decades, one thing re-
mains unchanged for the team at Twen-
tymans: their commitment to take care 
of people’s loved ones, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

One important part of their service is 
attention to detail, and one key element 
is floristry.

That’s where The Grahamstown Flower 
Merchant comes in - Twentymans’ pre-
ferred supplier of floral arrangements.

While florist and creative director at 
The Grahamstown Flower Merchant Vicki 

McWatts provides people with flowers for 
all occasions, she said it was an honour 
to create arrangements for the funerals 
of people’s loved ones.

In some instances, Vicki has been 
invited to forage for flowers and foliage 
from the gardens of people she is creat-
ing the tributes for, and other times she 
has included things such as fruit, vegeta-
bles, clay bird targets and even knitting, 
she said.

“They definitely can be quite person-
alised but also at the same time some 
families, they’ll just kind of leave it up to 
me.

“It’s certainly something that you put 
love into and the arrangements can be 
quite bespoke and I love that. It’s show-
ing a bit of that person in the floral trib-
utes.”
To find out more, visit The Grahams-
town Flower Merchant at 103 Pahau St, 
Thames; Ph 021 110 9898; or email 
flowers@tgfm.co.nz.

- By Davidda Hikatangata

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Whaaaatttt will yyyooour legacy be?
Leaaaaaavvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiing a gift to St John in yyyooourWill, also known aaas leaving a
‘bbbbequuuuuuuuuuueeeeeeest’ is an incredible wwway to be remembered. IIIttt is a living
legacy thhhhat will help us lllook after New Zealand commmmuuunities,
now and foooorrrr future gggeeenerations.

If you’d like to leeeeaaave a gift in yourWill, please contact us at
giftinwill@stttjjjohn.org.nz

Where yourmmmoney goooes

Health ShuttllleeesAmbulances

Equipment

First Responseee Units

Carrriiing Caller
Service

SSSStttt Johhhnnn Youth
Prooogramme

The final

FAREWELL ADVERTISING FEATURE

Ph: 0800 862 6362
valleyfuneralservices.com

• Pre-Planning
• Direct Cremation

• Traditional &
Bespoke Funerals

TALK TO US ABOUT

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki &Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

f l

VV

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

Goodbye
Saying goodbye is one of life’s most
profound and emotionally charged
moments. It’s a bittersweet act with
immense importance, especially concerning
our loved ones.
Taking the time to say goodbye holds deep
significance beyond spoken words.
Celebrations of Life provide us with the
opportunity to remember, reflect and to
say goodddbbbye. WWWe needdd to griiieve, we needdd to
bbbeee wwwiiith pppeople to give and receive support.
Funerals are fffooorrr the living, and play an
important role in thhheee gggrieving process.
Saying goodbye offers an oppppooortunity
to express our emotions and feelingggsss... It
allows us to convey our gratitude, love,

and appreciation to those who have been a
significant part of our lives.
Goodbyes provide closure, enabling us to
move forward with a sense of resolution.
When we take the time to say goodbye,
we acknowledge the past and embrace the
future.
This sense of closure can help us find peace
in moments of transition and change.

The importance of

Why funerals matter

Barden & Co Legal, who 
has been Waihi’s lead-

ing law firm for many dec-
ades, has recently opened 
an office at 64 Belmont Rd, 
Paeroa.

Our team is your go-to 
for everything law and we 
pride ourselves on being 
approachable and down-
to-earth legal profession-
als. The business has been 
providing services since the 
early 1900’s and we have 
a deep history in the local 
Waihi and the surrounding 
areas. We provide a range of 
legal services, including con-
veyancing, commercial law, 

employment law, family law, 
relationship property, trusts, 
wills and estates. 

Once per month we host a 
walk-in clinic where anyone 
can come in and see a law-
yer free of charge for 10 min-
utes. Our team is made up of 
dedicated and talented indi-
viduals from diverse back-
grounds, who combine the 
ability to deliver local knowl-
edge with an experience of 
international business.

For the month of Septem-
ber, we want to highlight the 
importance of making a new 
will, or updating an old one.

A will specifies a person’s 

wishes for how their affairs 
should be handled after their 
death. Barden & Co Legal 
aims to provide expert legal 
advice and assistance to 
clients who are wanting to 
write their will.

By working closely with 
people and families, Barden 
& Co focuses on meeting the 
client’s requirements in a 
manner that is suitable for 
them.
To make an enquiry or to get 
in touch with the team: Call 
07 863 7250; or email 
admin@bardenandco.nz.

- Supplied by Barden  
& Co Legal

Time for wills at Barden & Co

When someone dies, our life chang-
es. The enormity of the change 

can be huge, in many ways beyond the 
physical loss of the person. Funerals can 
serve as an acknowledgement of that 
enormous change and can help us to 
adjust to our new reality.

A funeral serves as an acknowledge-
ment that the physical presence of our 
loved one is now gone. A funeral is a 
way of making the death real.

It’s not about perfection, it’s about do-
ing something personal that honours the 
person who has died while also allowing 
the living to start the grief journey.

A good funeral can be a profound and 
transformational experience that can 

help the grieving accept and acknowl-
edge that their loved one has died.

For some people even the word ‘fu-
neral’ sounds solemn or gloomy.

You don’t have to call it a funeral – 
call it a gathering, a tribute, a farewell, a 
memorial service, a send-off, a Celebra-
tion of Life – whatever suits you best.

It is involvement in the ritual that is 
important, and this ritual can be reli-
gious or non-religious, formal or infor-
mal. A service allows for the expression 
of love, gratitude, and remembrance, 
helping individuals to cope with the ab-
sence of their loved one and find mean-
ing in their shared lives. 

- Supplied by Valley Funeral Services Barden & Co is ready to help you make a new will or update an old one.     Photo: SUPPLIED
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60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea
867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349
John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Zant Bjerring, left, and Dallas Fata tackle a muddy patch. 

Luc King from Miller Ave School makes a splash. Ethan Radford slips through. 

Mud, mud, mud
Days of rain made the ground at the Ohinemuri cluster cross country 
extra boggy and slippery, but students weren’t fazed by the challenge. 
The cross country event, for 8-12 year olds, began at 12.30 on August 
20. Primary school students from Paeroa and nearby rural schools 
tackled the course, which ranged up and down the hills of a farm in 
Hikutaia. No one came away untouched by the mud, and many kids 
embraced the muck as they stampeded, slipped, or simply dived 
through a particularly wet corner of the track. ALICE PARMINTER 
mucked in to catch the action. 

Braxton William-Te Moananui from Paeroa Central School slips and slides. 

Kayden Drent, Netherton School. Marko Pope, Paeroa Central School. 

Hikutaia School’s Mia Larsen.        Photos: ALICE PARMINTER
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$3,700+GST

$3,950+GST

$830+GST

$6,850+GST
+ORC

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW
Kea 6x4
ATV Trailer
c/w crate

USED
Prescott 8x5
Tandem Trailer
c/w Rubbish Crate,
Spare Wheel,
Rego &WOF

NEW
KEA KC 85

Tandem Trailer
Ply Floor,

Jockey Wheel

NEW
Stronghold

HF 1800
Bale Feeder

Rural Support 
events on offer
Rural Support is inviting farmers, 

growers, and rural communities to 
take a well-earned break with Brunch on 
Us - a series of all-sector, relaxed drop-in 
events across the region.

Running from August 21 to Septem-
ber 19, these events are a chance for ru-
ral people to come together, enjoy a free 
brunch, and connect with others who un-
derstand the unique challenges of life on 
the land.

“You don’t have to register, and there 
are no speeches or presentations - just a 
warm welcome and some delicious food,” 
trust spokesperson Wanda Leadbeater 
said. 

“This is about checking in with each 
other, sharing updates, and reminding 
our communities that they’re not alone.”

Rural Support Waikato will be hosting 
the brunches at local locations from Pol-
lok to Tirohanga, with support from local 
networks and organisations. 

“Whether you’ve got five minutes or an 
hour, drop in any time between 10:30am-
12:30pm. It’s low-key, no fuss – just good 
people and a bit of time off the farm.”

The Rural Support Trust supports New 
Zealand’s rural people through difficult 
times - whether it’s drought, floods, men-
tal health challenges, or financial strain.

Their confidential, on-the-ground as-
sistance aims to build resilience and 
keeps communities strong.
DETAILS: Brunch on Us events: Ngatea - 
August 27, 10.30am at the Ngatea Rugby 
Clubrooms, Hugh Howard Domain. Waihī 
Beach - September 4, 10.30am at the Waihī 
Beach Surf Club. Mangatangi - September 
12, 10.30am at Mangatangi Hall. See www.
rural-support.org.nz/events for more. 

The Mangatangi Maramarua Catch-
ment has announced a series of 

Young Conservationist Awards recognis-
ing youth in the community who actively 
participate in pest control projects that 
support and protect local native wildlife.

The Mangatangi Maramarua Catch-
ment Young Conservationist Award will 
be offered monthly until December, and 
include a $100 Hunting and Fishing 
voucher for the best pest control activ-
ity that month within the vicinity of the 
catchment.

The awards are designed to encourage 
the next generations’ stewardship of the 
land and build awareness of the vital role 
pest management plays in saving New 
Zealand’s critically endangered native 
wildlife.

The Mangatangi Maramarua Catch-
ment is a voluntary community group 
with a vision to protect and enhance the 
environment by involving the whole com-
munity.

It was formed in response to increasing 
legislation from both local and national 
governments and its potential to impact 
farming operations. 

The catchment works as a local facilita-
tor for improving water quality, biodi-
versity and kaitiakitanga (guardianship), 
supporting sustainable farming and food 
security. 

Group members meet regularly to plan, 
exchange ideas, share knowledge and 
host community events led by industry 
experts across a wide variety of subjects.

The most recent event featured an 
evening with Davey Hughes, an adven-
turer, global conservationist and Swazi 
clothing founder. 

The group’s recent pest predator survey 
recorded a high abundance of predator 
pests within the catchment. 

Young Conservationist Awards open

The resulting catchment-wide, integrat-
ed pest management strategy involves 
farmers, residents and all community 
members.

Core elements are  pulse baiting in 
environmentally significant and vulner-
able areas to knock down possum and rat 
populations, followed by residents and 
landowners installing  “a bait station in 
every shed,”  shooting and trapping to 
continue the mop up operation.   

Catchment chair Will Murphy said the 
goal was to reduce pest species and allow 
biodiversity to thrive. 

“Working collectively, everyone partici-
pates and shares in the rewards of pre-

serving our rare and uncommon species,” 
he said.

“We will know when we are successful 
when sightings of Kereru, Morepork and 
Tui are common, not just occasional.”
DETAILS: Emailed submissions for the 
awards should include: photographic 
evidence, date, GPS co-ordinates, and the 
estimated number of pests caught, along 
with the name and age of the entrants. The 
pest control activity must have taken place 
within approximately 20km of Mangatangi, 
Maramarua or Western Firth Catchments 
and can include any pest species. For all 
enquiries and submissions for the awards, 
email mmcatchment@gmail.com.

Will Murphy, left, speaks to the community at the catchment’s most recent event, An 
Evening with Davey Hughes, held last month at Mangatangi Hall. RIGHT: Davey Hughes 
inspires the next generation of conservationists at Mangatangi Hall.          Photos: SUPPLIED
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The Roses (105 mins) R16. Comedy. Life seems easy for couple Ivy (Olivia Colman) and Theo
(Benedict Cumberbatch): careers, marriage, kids. But beneath the façade, a storm is brewing.
When Fall is Coming (103 mins) M. Smash hit from the French Film Festival. An evocative drama
-thriller. Follows a loving grandmother who enjoys her peaceful retirement in a small village in Burgundy.
When her terse daughter drops off her grandson for the school holidays, nothing goes to plan.
Jaws 50th anniversary (124 mins) M. When a seaside community finds itself under attack by a
dangerous great white shark, a desperate quest begins to destroy the beast before it strikes again.
NZ Mountain Film Festival National Tour (125 mins) 23rd year of the national tour. Seven award-winning
homegrown kiwi short films across adventure sports from a solo hike in Rakiura to a paraplegic kayaker taking on
class 3 rapids in the Upper Buller Gorge. Fundraiser for Te Puru School. Monday 1 Sept, 4pm & 7pm only.
Andre Rieu: 2025 Maastricht Concert (166 mins) Waltz the Night Away! Live from the stunning
Vrijthof Square. Two screenings only: Sat 30 August and Wed 3 September, 12.30pm both days.
The Outrun (118 mins) M. After living in London, Rona returns to the wild beauty of Scotland’s
Orkney Islands (where she grew up) hoping to heal. Adapted from Amy Liptrot’s bestselling memoir.
Jane Austen Wrecked My Life (98 mins) M. Comedy. A bookseller finds herself forced to fulfil her
dreams of becoming a writer in order to stop messing up her love life. In English and French with English subtitles.
Mr Burton (124 mins) M. Set in Wales, the true story of a working-class boy destined for greatness and
the teacher who saw it first. When a principled school teacher meets a volatile yet gifted teen, he recognises
a spark and sets him on the path to becoming Richard Burton, one of the greatest 20th century actors.

Movies from Thursday 28 August to Wednesday 3 September
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

“
Keepour100%local
journalismalive!

Werely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified,
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

T“ham“es Autos has been with
the“Vall“e“y Profile since the first
p“u“bl“i“c“a“tion. It has been the
centre point of our advertising
and marketing, returning a
positive response and regular
sales results.

- Leyland, Thames Autos

Unity through shared heritage for new expo
Preparation is well un-

derway for the inaugural 
KiwiSA Expo, taking place in 
Thames on September 6.

The event, a collaboration 
between multiple community 
groups and organisations, is 
being billed as a celebration 
of the historical links between 
South Africa and Thames.

It is the brainchild of Mike 
Dwight, the international di-
rector at Hauraki Plains Col-
lege. 

“It’s all about shared herit-
age. There’s an opportunity, 
really, for Thames to position 
itself as the must-go place to 
find out all about that,” Mike, 
an ex-pat himself, said of the 
expo. 

“It’s the first event of its 
kind, it’s totally unique.” 

Expo organisers have sought 
to integrate the celebration 
with existing events and loca-
tions within the community, to 
encourage participation from 
all corners of Thames. 

The day will begin with the 
Saturday Thames Market, 
where South African-themed 
stalls have been encouraged to 
participate. 

Thames heritage sites will 
then have themed displays and 
activities throughout the day, 

The KiwiSA 
Expo committee 

members are 
putting together 

a heritage and 
unity event 

exploring the 
many links 

between Thames 
and South Africa.               

Photo: ALICE 
PARMINTER

and there will also be a treas-
ure hunt. 

Participating sites include 
the Bella St Pumphouse, Carn-
egie Library and Treasury, the 
School of Mines, the Thames 
Small Gauge Railway, Thames 
Museum, and the Goldmine 
Experience. 

Displays will cover a variety 
of topics, including stories of 
New Zealand’s involvement in 

the South Africa war of 1899; 
exploring the history of a set of 
15 Boer rifles which now reside 
in Thames’ Carnegie Library; 
discussing how gold min-
ing technology from Thames 
helped save the South African 
mining industry in 1890; and 
exploring Sir George Grey’s 
links to both Thames and Cape 
Colony. 

Local schools have also been 

getting involved with poster 
and steam turbine engine-
making competitions. The 
students’ creations will be on 
display at the expo. 

The day will culminate with 
the screening of the All Blacks 
v Springboks Freedom Cup test 
at participating pubs in Gra-
hamstown. 

The Thames High School 
Student Volunteer Army will 

be helping to run the expo, 
with the assistance of the 
Thames Business Association. 

“It’s an opportunity for a 
whole lot of learning with the 
kids… with that slice of his-
tory.”
DETAILS: See www.kiwisaexpo.
com for more. 

ENTERTAINMENT

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Available now for test drives and pre orders

Kia Tasman
Ute

Kia Niro
HEV ‘Light’ 1.6L Petrol

SRRP

$39,990+ORC

Movement that inspires Movement that inspires

Movement that inspiresMovement that inspires

Kia Stonic
SX

SRRP

$26,990
T&C’s Apppppplyyy
Inc GST + ORC

$49,990

Kia Sportage
Light 1.6TTT HEV 2WWWD

+ORC
Price Reduced to
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868 8981
609 Pollen St, Thames

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz
thamesautos.co.nz

RMVT Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

520 Pollen St Thames

868 7056
snowdensmenwear.co.nz

Ph: 021 717 564
72 Link Road, RD 1,

Hot Water Beach,
Whitianga 3591

07 869 0400
1/46 Kopu Road,

Kopu, Thames
coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

Totalspan.co.nz

Diprose Miller
0800 888 055

www.diprosemiller.co.nz

1 Pipiroa 
Road, Ngatea   
•   Ph 07 867-7021

Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Ph 027 486 5680Ph 027 486 5680
11 Belmont Rd, 11 Belmont Rd, 

PaeroaPaeroa

382 Ngati Maru Highway 
Totara, Thames  868 7960   

911 Queen St, 
Thames 3500

Ph 07 868 6985

868 8951
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY 
KIA

321 Pollen Street, 
Thames

82 Richmond St, Thames              
0800 868 5484                 

www.richmondvillas.co.nz

82 Richmond St, Thames              
0800 868 5484                 

www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Thanks to support from these businesses, The Profile has donated $500 to the Cancer Society
DAFFODIL DAY

STIHL SHOP THAMES
317 POLLEN ST THAMES, 
thames@stihlshop.co.nz

PH 07 868 8730

0800 862 6362
3 Hall St
 Paeroa

valleyfuneralservices.com

pinnaclecoffee.nz
Open 

Saturday 
mornings...

805 
Pollen 
Street, 
Thames

437 Pollen Street,
Thames.

Ph: 07 8687677
www.thamesdental.co.nz

Smart 
Environmental

0800 4 MY BIN 

(0800 469 246) 

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz  

1 Marshall St, Paeroa

07 862 6059
07 900 3000

4 Kopu Road, Kopu
coromandel@gobus.co.nz

https://gobus.co.nz/CharterHire 
Ph:   07 868 9444
Fax:  07 868 9447

Email:
office@thamesmed.co.nz   

07 863 7640
Old Post Office Building

101 Normanby Road
Paeroa 

07 280 0540
cfm.co.nz

hello@cfm.co.nz
P: 868 6096

A: 315 Pollen Street 
Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz 

224 Pollen Street, 
Thames 3500
07 868 3287
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Valley Toyota 
Thames

valley.toyota.co.nz 
868 8950

021 819 691
www.sharpemarketing.co.nz

Thanks to support from these businesses, The Profile has donated $500 to the Cancer Society
DAFFODIL DAY

634 Pollen St, 
Thames

027 967 1399
animaladdiction.co.nz  

027 841 3994
kccltd21@gmail.com

027 285 5489
office@brownmoreconcrete.nz 

Adviser to Achievers

 Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz                   Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

07 862 9090
www.hoogeveen.co.nz

0800 862 7209
29 Grey St, Paeroa

allensunitedpaeroa@hotmail.com

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED
Paeroa (2015) Ltd

Paeroa Kopu Road Thames
www.airbnb.co.nz/rooms

E:reddoorthames@gmail.com

The Red Door
Guest Suite

Thames
New Zealand

E & K Burton

BURTON’S 
BUTCHERY

9224 State Highway 26
Matatoki 

07 862 6959

308 Pollen St
Thames

07 868 6608
GARDEN 
CENTRE

28 Thames Road, Paeroa 

Ph: 862 6438 
 www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz  

862 6352
admin@tvrfu.co.nz

thamesvalleyswampfoxes.co.nz

29 Puke Rd, Paeroa
Ph: 07 862 7061
M: 027 495 0191

paeroamarine.co.nz

Seddon St, Waihi
(07) 863 8084

ccdillimores@gmail.com

31 Orchard West Rd, 
Ngatea  

07 867 7360
www.milkingmachines.co.nz

admin@coolelectric.co.nz
www.coolelectric.co.nz

Yellow luncheon a blooming delight
The annual Daffodil Day Lunch-
eon at the Paeroa RSA was re-
splendent in yellow on August 
25. 

One hundred and sixteen 
guests piled into the RSA for the 
social event, which was also at-
tended by Hauraki Mayor Toby 
Adams and the Waikato Cancer 
Society head of partnership and 
engagement Tracey Wood. 

“We’re so grateful for these 
kinds of events, because this is 

where the community really ral-
lies around,” Tracey said. 

As well as the lunch, guests 
were able to partake in raffles, 
“guess the lollies in the jar” com-
petitions, and lucky door prizes. 

Event organiser Margaret 
Ramshaw said they had already 
raised over $500 in daffodil 
sales ahead of the event, along 
with a further $200 in dona-
tions and raffle entries. The final 
donation tally 
has yet to be 
counted. 

Elaine Lally, Tracey Wood, and Margaret Ramshaw. Luncheon guests Gaileen Greary and Linly Crofskey. 

The organisers and helpers for the annual Daffodil Day Luncheon at Paeroa RSA.      Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Luncheon guest Gail Stephen. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Gardening for September
SPRING AT AEROVIEWSPRING AT AEROVIEW

382 Ngati Maru Highway
Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week
8.30am to 5.00pm

TOMATOES
STARTING TO
ARRIVE IN
STORE NOW

• Grafted
• Single
Pots

• Punnets
Largest range in the

Thames Valley

SINGLE POTTED
VEGIES

• Zucchini
• Chilli
• Egg Plant
• Capsicum
• Pumpkins
• Silverbeet
• Spinach
• Cucumber

NEW SPRINGNEW SPRING
ARRIVALSARRIVALS
ARRIVINGARRIVING
WEEKLYWEEKLY

• SEED
POTATOES
• YAMS

RED & GOLD
• ASPARAGUS

3 varieties

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Non planting
Day

2

Non planting
Day

3

Plant above
ground crops

4

Plant above
ground crops

5

Non planting
Day

6

Non planting
Day

7

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

8

Full Moon

9

Non planting
Day

10

Non planting
Day

11

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

12

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Non planting
Day

16

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

17

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

18

Non planting
Day

19

Non planting
Day

20

Non planting
Day

21

Non planting
Day

22

NewMoon

23

Plant above
ground crops

24

Plant above
ground crops

25

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

26

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

27

Non planting
Day

28

Non planting
Day

29

Non planting
Day

30

Plant above
ground crops

September 2025SSeptemmmbeer 200255
Moon Planting CalendarMMMooon Planting Calendar

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

I read an 
a n c i e n t 

p r o v e r b 
that trig-
gered a 
chain of 

thoughts. 
The proverb says, “All hard 

work brings a profit, but mere 
talk leads only to poverty”.

And mate, that verse hit 
home.

I’m someone who loves ide-
as. I’m a pioneer by nature — 

That in-between space where dreams go to die
By MICHAEL 
WILKES

OPINION always dreaming, scheming, 
thinking big. Recently, it was 
online courses and writing a 
book, The Unschooled Life.

And at the start? Man, I was 
buzzing. 

The idea alone was enough to 
fire me up. 

Because here’s the thing - our 
emotional brain can’t tell the 
difference between imagining 
success and actually living it.

That emotional part? It lights 
up either way.

So when we dream big, we 
feel all the feels - the momen-
tum, the glory, the “this is gon-
na change everything” kind of 

vibes.
But then comes the middle 

bit. The grind.
For me, that looked like hours 

of writing. Recording. Editing. 
Re-writing. Deleting.

Second-guessing.
It’s not glamorous. It’s slow. 

And honestly - it’s in that in-
between space where most 
dreams go to die.

I started to lose touch with 
why I started in the first place.

Not because the dream was 
wrong. 

Not because the idea wasn’t 
good. 

But because the excitement 

faded, and the hard work 
kicked in.

That’s where Proverbs 14:23 
gets real.

Talk is easy. 
Ideas are exciting. But profit 

- progress - purpose… they live 
on the other side of hard work.

So if you’re in that middle 
space, feeling flat, frustrated, 
or like you’ve lost your spark - 
you’re not broken. 

You’re just in the zone where 
dreams are forged.

Maybe revisit your why. 
That’s what I did. 

Remembering the excitement 
of lives changed and youth 

work funded! 
It lit the fire again. And I am 

back at it.
Keep going. 
Keep showing up.
Because all hard work brings 

a profit.
Even the hidden kind.

GardeningGardening
Spring has sprung. Daffodils are in full 

bloom and in some cases finished 
blooming. New blossoms and leaves on de-
ciduous shrubs and trees are beginning to 
show. 

Week by week the rate of spring growth 
becomes increasingly rapid. Many shrubs, 
trees and perennials are in full bloom and 
spring flower gardens are a blaze of colour. 
Any new plantings should be protected 
from late frosts.

It’s time to start planting spring crops and 
get your property ready for the warmer 
months. Harvest the last of the winter crops 
in the vegetable garden to make room for 

the new season plants.
If you are like us, we are still harvesting 

broccoli and cauliflower and we are just 
about to start new planting in the next 
week. This has been a real bonus consider-
ing the prices of vegetables. 

I would encourage would be gardeners 
to have a go at growing a few vegetables to 
help with the weekly shop, and they taste 
so good.

Now is the time to get your potatoes 
ready to go in the garden for the Christmas 
lunch. Put seed potatoes on a tray in a sun-
ny position to sprout before planting. 

They like a sheltered warm spot in your 

Spring has sprung with rapid plant growth

Daffodils are in full bloom and in some cases finished blooming as spring kicks in.    File Photo: PIXABAY

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with 
Living Well Trust, running mentoring 
and resilience programmes across 
Thames and Paeroa. To support local 
youth work or follow more stories and 
insights, find him on Facebook, Insta-
gram, or TikTok @michaelwilkes.kiwi. 
If you’d like to connect about a speak-
ing engagement, community initia-
tive, or supporting youth work, email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz.

garden or in pots or bags. Mound your po-
tatoes as the shoots grow, to help warm the 
soil which promotes better tuber develop-
ment.

Complete your vegetable garden prepa-
ration by digging in some good compost, 
blood and bone and sheep pellets. If the 
soil is too wet just wait until it dries out a 
bit more. Better, warmer weather is sure to 
arrive with spring. Fingers crossed. Any new 
plantings require the protection of

slug and snail bait and keep your eye on 
the weather for late frosts. It is a good idea 
to consider mulching around new seedlings 
for added warmth. Try some pea straw.

Continue to plant Strawberries, Blue-
berries, and raspberries. Add pea straw or 
pine needles around your berry plants for 
soil warmth. Prune passionfruit removing 
some of last season’s excessive growth but 
remember they fruit on last year’s growth 
so don’t be too harsh. Feed berry vines, cit-
rus and fruit trees with a citrus fertiliser or 

liquid fertiliser.
Refresh you herb garden with new plants 

either in the garden or pots.
Trim back any old growth on woody herbs 

to refresh.
It’s time to also give the flower garden 

some attention with new Alyssum, Azaleas, 
Calendula, Cosmos, delphinium, Fuchsia, 
Petunia and Geraniums. Make sure to pro-
tect new seedlings with slug bait and frost 
protection if needed. Feed roses, shrubs 
and flower beds and mulch.

Plant Dahlia tubers and Gladioli corms for 
a summer display.

This month is the perfect time to sow a 
new lawn and over sow any bare patches in 
the existing lawn. Spray now for Onehunga 
weed (prickle weed) and broadleaf weed 
with a specific Onehunga Weed spray. It 
makes summer on the lawn so much more 
enjoyable.

Enjoy your spring garden.
- Submitted by Ngatea Garden Circle
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Stood, 4 Have a sweet tooth, 14 Weigh, 15 Elect, 16 Literature, 17 Ennui, 19 Hem, 20 Anarchy,
21 Satellite, 22 Red-hot, 25 Suspended, 27 Ending, 28 Trophy, 33 Parameters, 35 Eat, 36 Floors, 37 Face,
39 Rue, 41 Unhappy, 42 Africa, 43 Newcomers, 44 Noted, 45 Appeared, 50 At, 51 Reassure, 55 Throw, 58
Passenger, 59 Entire, 60 Holiday, 61 Was, 63 Chat, 64 Stuffs, 65 Owl, 66 Attraction, 68 Opened, 69 Ripple,
71 Purifying, 76 Urgent, 77 Enigmatic, 79 Asphalt, 81 Ran, 84 Niece, 85 Apostrophe, 86 Heart, 87 Thing,
88 Paint the town red, 89 Harsh.

DOWN: 2 Talent, 3 Occur, 5 Arid, 6 Elevate, 7 Scared, 8 Equal, 9 Treated, 10 Obey, 11 Tandem, 12 Right,
13 Chimney, 14 Withers, 18 Shopkeeper, 23 Anger, 24 Unsound, 26 Unaware, 27 Entrant, 29 Plateau,
30 Catnap, 31 Peril, 32 Browse, 34 Safe, 36 Feats, 38 Ensue, 40 Loss, 45 Aspic, 46 Passage, 47 Aces,
48 Eights, 49 Draws, 50 Awesome, 52 Apocalypse, 53 Stilton, 54 Reason, 55 Traffic, 56 Stile, 57 Aria,
62 Staid, 67 Begging, 68 Operate, 70 Pennant, 72 Unicorn, 73 Angela, 74 Tattoo, 75 Alarms, 76 Unlit, 78
Grope, 80 Hyena, 82 Sewn, 83 Shoe.
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ACROSS
1 Ore test (5)
4 Hunting illegally (8)
9 Dexterous (6)
14 Requirements (5)
15 A situation or
course of action having
both good and bad
effects (6-5,5)
17 Adhesive (5)
18 Day before (3)
19 Veered sharply (7)
20 Baffling (9)
21 Loan shark (6)
24 Wormlike pasta (9)
25 Settle in advance
(6)
26 Property (6)
29 One-person
transport (10)
31 Scamp (3)
32 Moves (6)
33 Petty quarrel (4)
35 Light blow (3)
37 Bludgeon (4)
39 Indemnity (9)
40 Early scientist (9)
41 Old gold coin (5)
42 Small houses (8)
47 Infirmary (8)
51 Coral banks (5)
55 Specify as part of
an agreement (9)
56 Lowest female
voice (9)
58 Father (4)
59 In favour of (3)
60 Goes hard (4)
61 Loveliness (6)
62 Anger (3)

63 Ball-stopping player
(10)
66 New York river (6)
67 Floor covering (6)
69 Liked better (9)
72 Underneath side (6)
73 Startled (9)
75 Horizon (7)
77 Go astray (3)
80 Intone (5)
81 Satire by Jonathan
Swift (9,7)
82 Distressed (5)
83 Airfield shed (6)
84 Side by side (8)
85 Wears at the edge
(5)

DOWN
2 Timing device (9)
3 Cautionary colour (5)
5 Probability (4)
6 Type of cigar (7)
7 Not enough (12)
8 Lustre (5)
9 Moderately slow
(mus)(7)
10 Thick cord (4)
11 Be emphatic (6)
12 Waste drain (5)
13 Crux (7)
14 Eastern (anag)(7)
16 Striking (3-8)
22 Clippers (6)
23 Natural
environment (7)
24 Fizzy confectionery
(7)
25 Burst (6)
27 Assign to a post (7)

28 Plaster wall coating
(6)
30 Seldom seen (4)
32 Jammed (5)
34 Full amount (5)
36 Aid (4)
38 Lavatory (3)
42 Luggage (5)
43 Screwed (7)
44 Malarial fever (4)
45 Thrilled (6)
46 Muscular (5)
48 Dealer in shares
(11)
49 Alternatively (7)
50 Tune (3)
51 Uniform (7)
52 Text of play, film (6)
53 Resourceful (12)
54 Boast (4)
57 Chief (6)
64 Forever (9)
65 Touch (7)
66 Optimistic (7)
68 Drain unblocker (7)
70 Heating part in a
kettle (7)
71 Musical
composition (6)
72 Copper-zinc alloy
(5)
74 Flier (5)
76 Paramour (5)
78 Male deer (4)
79 Small island (4)
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation $2950 gst incl 
for Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Aroha, 
Thames & Waihi

•  Direct Cremation $3450 gst incl 
for Coromandel, Tairua,  
Whangamata & Whitianga.

•  Traditional, Bespoke &  
Eco Funerals from $5500

Locally owned & operated

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
Call now for a free quote 021 539 779

• Stump removal
 experts for tree
 stumps of all sizes
• Coromandel, Franklin  
 and Waikato
• Experienced and fully  
 insured
• Owner operated, local  
 business

www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

arborist

electrician

civil construction

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

40%
off*

Custom Fabrics
217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

off*

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

curtains

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Scrappy Verns is the local expert for all 
things scrap metal collection in the 

Hauraki-Coromandel area.
Owner Vern Harding says, “anything met-

al, we take”.
“We’re scrap metal collectors. We can 

do farm clean ups and car pick-ups, any 
scrap metal we buy, copper, brass, batter-
ies, steel etc.”

With an extensive list of services includ-
ing the collection, clearing, removal, and 
recycling of metals, Scrappy Verns leaves 
no leaf unturned, or in this case, metal.

Scrap vehicles, old vehicles, tractors, 
machinery, anything metal they can take 
at “top prices”. 

Vern marked a significant milestone last 
year, celebrating 20 years since he first 
opened the doors to his business and start-
ed providing services across Coromandel, 
Thames, Ngātea, Paeroa, Waihī and Te 
Aroha.
CONTACT Vern on: 021 621 437, or pop in 
at 48 Coronation St, Paeroa. Open Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8am-5pm, Saturday 9am 
until noon.

Scrap metal master looks after regions
Vern Harding of Scrappy Verns.                                                                    File photo: KELLEY TANTAU



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefloorman.co.nz

flooring
OWENS FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

signs

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

In lieu of the usual monthly featured 
artists at the Thames Art Gallery, there 
will be two special exhibitions being 
held throughout the month of Septem-
ber.

The first will be titled “Fit for an En-
velop”, a challenge by the committee to 
its members. 

The idea was inspired by an annual 
British fundraiser where participants 
submitted the items in a standard size 
format and priced, with the artists being 
anonymous, until purchased, with the 
purchaser keeping in mind the possibil-
ity of scoring a work from a celebrity.

This challenge hopes to encourage 
members who have never had the cour-
age to display anything in the gallery to 
get involved, or from the members who 
live away from Thames, or for other art-
ists to create something in a medium 
they don’t usually work in.

All works exhibited will be A6 sized to 
fit into a DLE envelope, ideal for post-
age. Any medium is permitted so expect 
to see some mastering of the challenge 
parameters, which could include paint-
ing, ceramics, wood, fibre, jewellery or 
some other envelope-sized masterpiec-
es. The works will remain anonymous 
until they are purchased and all items 
will be priced at $20.

The second exhibition will be the gal-
lery’s Spring Sale, so expect to see qual-
ity art work at bargain prices.

The exhibition opens on August 31, 
with refreshments and nibbles from 
2-4pm and runs through to September 
26. There will be two Viewer’s Choice 
competitions, one at the opening and 
the other running until September 26.
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 Tararu 
Rd, Thames, open Monday to Friday 10am 
to 2pm and weekends 10am to 4pm.

Thames gallery to host 
two special exhibitions

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Thames Art Gallery is hosting an exhibition called Fit for an Envelope during September.



CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

Storage

Storage
TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman ServicesChurch Notices

Church NoticesIn Memoriam

For Lease

House To Rent

For Sale 
Livestock

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 

  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Handyman

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
021 251 0246
ktpropertyservice.com

TradesBuilder
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Painters

Pets

For Sale

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944
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Handyman Services. 
Waihi and surrounding 
areas. Building 
maintenance and 
repairs. Mobile - Grant 
027 333 8331. 
E-waihi105@gmail.com

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned before winter
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395

Firewood

Waihi Living Waters
Christ Centered 

Meetings
Sunday 4pm

15 Smith St, Waihi

Public Notices
 Rural Land Painters
 Experienced painters 

in all farm buildings 

and older homes 

Hauraki/Piako wide.

 Ph Greg 027 2142442 

Hikutaia Hall AGM
Hikutaia Hall 6.30pm

Tuesday 7th October 

Garage Sale & Swap 
meet Sat 1st Nov

Paeroa Art 
Society 

AGM
Mon 1st Sept 6.30pm

109 Normanby Rd. 
All members Welcome

Brown Shaver Hens 
on the Point of Lay $25 
Each Pick up Kerepehi 
0276676808

160sqm home for rent, 
Ph 027 555 0571

You may qualify for maintenance or 
enhancement funding if you own a 
building or natural environment with 
conservation or heritage status.

Conservation 
and Heritage 
Fund

Funding applications open 2 September 
2025 and close 30 September 2025.

Learn more and apply at  
https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
community/grants-funding

Bee keeping, 
full range of bee 
keeping equipment 
incls new boxes with 
plastic and wooden 
frames, extractor pots, 
sieves. Everything for a 
bee keeping exercise. 
Open to offers, deals 
etc. Ph 027 473 2727.

THANK YOU:
The family of Peter Charles 
Petersen would like to 
express their sincere 
gratitude to everyone who 
sent messages and offered 
thoughts and prayers during 
this difficult time. Your 
support has been a great 
comfort to us.
We would especially 
like to thank the staff of 
Ohinemuri Rest Home for 
the compassionate care and 
kindness given to Peter and 
the loving support given to 
Sue.
You are an amazing group 
of people.

Builder available
Licensed Builder.
Alterations / 
Maintenance / Decks
Great rates.
Ph Mark 022 344 0629

Thames Coast Rd to 
close for a week
Thames Coast Road will be closed at 

the Boundary Creek Bridge for up 
to a week as the New Zealand Transport 
Agency works on repairing the “pinch-
point” along State Highway 25.

Boundary Creek Bridge between Tapu 
and Waikawau has been reduced to a 
single lane since 2023 due to its age and 
condition.

It will be back to two lanes before sum-
mer, with the transport agency saying re-
pairs were needed “as soon as possible” 
to avoid more restrictions in the case of 
further deterioration.

Work begins in early October to install 
a new deck and repair the bridge sup-
ports. It means that people wanting to 
get to locations north of the bridge, in-
cluding the Waikawau boat ramp, will 
need to use SH25A and the eastern sec-
tion of SH25 via Tairua and Whitianga. 

For those heading south from northern 
Coromandel, it will be the reverse.

“With the bridge wedged tight between 
the cliffs and the sea, there simply isn’t 
enough space to keep the road open 
while some of the work is done,” the 
agency said.

“SH25 will be closed at the bridge for 
up to seven days as our contractors de-
molish the old deck and install the new 
one. The road closure is scheduled to 
begin in the week immediately after La-
bour weekend. Our team is still working 
through details for the work to make this 
run smoothly and will confirm details 
for the closure as soon as we are able. 
Should we need to change this timing for 
any reason we will ensure this is commu-
nicated widely.”

The agency said closing a road was “not 
something we do lightly”.

“We know this will be disruptive and 
without suitable local detours, we appre-
ciate it means a lengthy detour around 
the peninsula.

“Our contractors will use a prefabri-
cated bridge deck and work extended 
hours to keep the closure to the shortest 
possible time.”

A range of construction options were 
considered and the preferences of stake-
holders, businesses and the community 
representatives incorporated into the 
planning, NZTA said.

Meanwhile, speed limits on some parts 
of State Highway 25, and State Highway 
2 in Waihī and Karangahake are being 
reviewed. 

The sections of state highway now 
open for consultation in the Coromandel 
and Hauraki districts are: the townships 
of Kūaotunu and Wharekaho on SH25; 
between Thames and Tararu on SH25; 
the township of Waihī on SH2; and Ka-
rangahake towards Waikino on SH2.
DETAILS: Consultation will run until Octo-
ber 3, 2025. Visit nzta.govt.nz/waikato-
speed-limit-reviews.

ENTERTAINMENT

The Tuesdays to rev-up
Woven from diverse threads, The Tues-

days is a band that by the sum of its 
parts produces a wonderfully unique sound.

The Tuesdays formed out of The Dirty 
Firth, who had a strong following for what 
they felt was their mutant zombie sound-
scape and a wildly theatrical bent. When the 
tide went out on that outfit, Nick Tidmarsh, 
Greg Hampton (guitar) and Jeff Whitfield 
(drums) found themselves looking for a 
new direction. “We knew the talented Ro-
byn Forster was in town, plying her many 
creative talents but we also knew that her 
absolutely stunning voice and charismatic 
mastery of the stage lay dormant,” Jeff 
Whitfield, the band’s drum master, said. 

“Robyn had wowed audiences when lead-
ing Robyn and The Hoods and it was felt 
that she would be the right fit to address 
their chaos and disrepair. We could see she 
was in no way sure but desperate musicians 
can be very persuasive.”

The next pieces of the puzzle have added 

a new sound and feel to The Tuesdays’ intel-
ligent renderings of the more familiar mate-
rial they cover and has helped the band to 
expand their song writing with a growing 
number of originals. 

Anna Dunwoodie is an internationally ac-
claimed harpist, notoriously known locally, 
who loves the idea of the heavenly instru-
ment being applied to the dark and murky 
art of rock’n’roll. Anna rounds out what she 
brings to the band with sweet vocals and a 
formerly undiscovered percussive talent.

Kevin Place came to the band earlier this 
year. With such a strong musical pedigree 
and all-round coolness, it immediately 
raised the bar. A talented musician from the 
Auckland Americana school, his deft offer-
ings on both guitar and slide have taken the 
band to places they never thought possible.
DETAILS: The Tuesdays, September 19, 7.30pm 
at the Kauaeranga Hall. Door sales $28 or pre-
booked $25. Contact Peter Revell on 021 912 
993 or kauaerangahallmusic@gmail.com.
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SPORTS
Slam dunk for Paeroa in Basketball finals
Thames Valley Basketball held 
their finals in Thames last 
week, with all four teams from 
Paeroa College taking part.

The college also had three 
players named MVPs of the 
season: Kiana Biodis-Parata 
from Junior Girls; Trey Koia-
Hambling from Junior Boys; 
and Kaleb Gurnick from Senior 
Boys.

Spokesperson Josey McKain 
said they were very fortunate 
to have Junior coaches Tori 
Hingston-Gray, Roxanne Te 
Moananui, and Damian Ander-
son - who were ex-students of 
Paeroa College and also played 
basketball back in the day.

“With our results, both Jun-
ior teams came runners-up. 
We haven’t had a girls’ grade 
for over two years so it was 
good to have both juniors and 
seniors back playing,” Josey 
said.

“The Senior Girls won against 
Coromandel; Hauraki Plains 
College Senior Boys knocked 
over the previous winners of 
the last three years, Mercury 
Bay, in the semifinals.  

“Paeroa College won over Te 
Wharekura O Manaia - so it 
was the heavyweights of bas-
ketball, Hauraki Plains College 
vs Paeroa College.

“Finally, Paeroa College 

came out on top winning 76-
56, a massive achievement for 
the team and management, 
especially our coach Steve Mc-
Kain.

“He can now say he has suc-
cessfully coached a winning 
team in all grades for basket-
ball from Paeroa College.”

Josey said the last time the 
school’s Senior Boys took 
home the trophy was almost 10 
years ago.

Thames Valley Basketball held their finals last week, with all four Paeroa College teams taking part.             

BASKETBALL

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

The Thames Valley Graded 
Squash Champs were held at 
the Paeroa Tennis and Squash 
Club on July 29 to August 1. 
Players from Thames, Mercury 
Bay, Te Aroha and Paeroa clubs 
competed over four nights to 
find the graded champions for 
2025.

The Thames Valley Shield 
went to the Mercury Bay Club 
with seven wins, Thames 
came second with three wins 
and Paeroa third with two 
wins. Lots of great squash was 
played, especially on finals 
night and well done to every-
one.
RESULTS: Men: F grade - Win-
ton Bebbington, Mercury Bay; 
E grade - Daniel Tate, Mercury 
Bay; D grade - Eden Gribbin, 
Thames; C grade - Lance Er-
ceg, Thames; B grade - Brad-
ley Jackson, Paeroa; A grade 
- Alan Westrupp, Mercury Bay. 
Women: F Grade - Sandi Lowe, 
Mercury Bay; E grade - Debbie 
Clarke, Paeroa; D grade - Meg-
an Russek, Thames; C grade - 
Kiriana Moore, Mercury Bay; B 
grade - Charlize Davy, Mercury 
Bay; A Grade - Alyssa Davy, 
Mercury Bay. 

- Paeroa Tennis and Squash 
Club president Bruce Nicol

ABOVE: The winning Mercury Bay 
team hold the shield.

BELOW: Sandi Lowe, Debbie Clarke, 
Megan Russek, Kiriana Moore, 

Charlize Davy, Alyssa Davy, Bruce 
Nicol (President), Lance Erceg, Eden 

Gribbin, Daniel Tate and Winton 
Bebbington.  

Photos: SUPPLIED

SQUASH
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Pukorokoro/Miranda 149CRataroaRoad

13.1316ha 2 1
AskingPrice $798,000
View9.45-10.15amSun31Aug
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Alifestyleworthslowingdownfor
Looking toescapethenoiseandreconnectwithnature?Thisunique 13.13hectare (moreor less)Mirandahillside
propertyblendsprivacy, space, andstunningviews.FeaturingaCustomKit-built homewith twobedroomsandopen-
plan living that flows towrap-arounddecking, it'sperfect for relaxingorentertaining.Aconvertedgarageaddsextra
sleepingquarters,while twocontainersanda lean-tooffer storage.Withamixofbushandusablepasture, there's
potential forhobby farmingor futuredevelopment.Close to thermal springs, schools, andoutdooradventures, this
serene retreatoffers lifestyle, flexibility, andopportunity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630101

NEWLISTING

Paeroa 19MillerAvenue

3 2 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 18Sep2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Investornest!
Located in theheartofPaeroa township, thisuniquepropertyoffersa fantasticopportunity for investors, extended
families,or those looking togenerateadditional income,with twoseparatedwellingsononetitle.The fronthome is
well-renovatedwith twobedrooms,onebathroom,aspaciouskitchenand lounge,plusa largedeck.Privately setat
the rear isaone-bedroomflat, newlybuilt in2022withamodern finish.Eachdwellinghas itsowndrivewayand
carportona tidy809sqm(moreor less) section,withinwalkingdistance toshops, cafes, and local amenities.Whether
you’re looking to invest, nest, oraccommodatemore thanonehousehold, thisversatilepropertydelivers.

bayleys.co.nz/2180812
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Paeroa 59AWilloughbyStreet

3 1 1 1
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
4pm,Tue 16Sep2025
459PollenStreet,Thames
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Solidstart – great location
Located inPaeroa township, this solidhomesitson455sqm(moreor less)andoffersagreatbalanceofcomfort,
space, andconvenience.Thehomefeatures threegood-sizedbedrooms,a familybathroom,kitchenwithaseparate
dining, anda large living room.Anenclosedsunroomat theentranceaddsextra livingspace toenjoyyear-round.A
singlegarageprovidessecureparking,withabasementarea for storageoraworkshop. Inagreatpositionclose to
shops, cafes, schools, andparks,with theHaurakiRail Trail,KarangahakeGorge,WaihiBeachandHamiltonallwithin
easy reach. Ideal for firsthomebuyers,growing families,oranyonewantingasolidhome inagreat location.

bayleys.co.nz/2180811

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Ngatea 23OrchardWestRoad

855sqm 263sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior)
12.30pm,Thu25Sep2025
1030VictoriaStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

FrontandcentreonSH2
• 855sqm(moreor less)commerciallyzoned landwithvacantpossession
• FrontagetoStateHighway2with rear service laneaccess
• Positionedamongestablishedshopsand local services inNgatea

SetonNgatea’smainstreetwithdirect frontage toStateHighway2, thesite includesanexistingshedanda
standaloneoffice.Thesestructuresarepractical for interimuseasstorage,workshop,or siteofficewhile futureplans
areconsidered.The layout isuncomplicated,withdualaccessallowing forcustomerentryoffSH2andstaffordelivery
access fromthe rear.Theproperty is soldwithvacantpossession, allowing for immediateuseor redevelopment.

bayleys.co.nz/2630121
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS
Thames FC women crowned champions
On Sunday, a healthy crowd packed 
the grandstand at Rhodes Park for 
the season’s final chapter as Thames 
Football Club women secured the 
Division 2 league title with a 2-0 win 
against a strong Northern United side.

The opening exchanges of this 
pivotal game were tight, with North-
ern United sitting deep and forc-
ing Thames to find a way through 
a defence that had conceded only 
20 goals all season. Spurred on by a 
boisterous crowd and a brisk wind, 
the hosts gradually created open-
ings, defended as a unit, and played 
the passing football that has come to 
epitomise their season.

A long ball from captain Emma 
Hinds-Senior found Ariel McNab in 
space, who controlled well but sent 
her shot wide of the post. A tenacious 
run down the left from Beth Powell 
forced a corner, which was nearly 
bundled over the line following a 
goalmouth scramble. Jess Rendall 
was next to test the Northern United 
defence as the agile attacker weaved 
through, but the rushing Madison 
Whitfield well saved her shot.

The breakthrough came just after 
the half-hour mark. Emily Ratcliffe 
collected a long ball out to the right; 
the winger created space with some 
slick footwork and curved a cross into 
the box. McNab controlled, turned 
sharply, and struck the ball firmly into 
the far corner for 1-0.

The lead was deserved but fragile, 
with Northern United remaining dan-
gerous on the break. Thames failed 
to clear a cross, and the ball fell to 
Hannah Leese on the edge of the box, 
with the resulting shot deflected just 
wide. The subsequent corner drifted 
to the back post, where Emma Oli-
ver’s volley was blocked by Adelle 
Brown - a crucial intervention, pro-

tecting Thames’ slender lead.
On the cusp of halftime, the lead 

was doubled. Rendall’s forward pass, 
flicked on by McNab, fell to Ratcliffe. 
The winger made no mistake, firing 
home a low shot to edge Thames clos-
er to league glory.

The second half started with 
Thames controlling possession to pro-
tect their lead. Northern United were 
once again pegged back, with Emma 
Hinds-Senior trying her luck from dis-
tance, but the shot went just wide. 
Lydia Mahon came close next, picking 
up a corner delivery, but her shot rose 

over the bar. Thames came close to 
adding a third as Taimania Hinds’ pre-
cise pass found Keltie McManus, who 
turned the defender and shot, forcing 
Whitfield into a smart save to her left.

Sensing the opportunity, Thames 
pressed for a third. Another creative 
run and cross from Rendall came ago-
nisingly close to sneaking in before 
McNab intercepted a goal-kick, her 
shot hitting the side netting.

Northern United’s main threat 
remained the counterattack. Leese 
broke free, but Bryony Wayne rushed 
out to smother the ball, keeping 

Thames’ clean sheet intact.
With time ticking down, Rendall 

picked up the ball for one last trade-
mark run - the eventual left-footed 
shot curled wide, but it no longer 
mattered. The referee’s whistle was 
the signal the crowd had been waiting 
for. Thames Women FC were cham-
pions. A display true to their season 
- disciplined in defence, composed 
in attack, and a performance built on 
hard work.

Champagne sprayed as Thames 
Women marked a historic afternoon. 
Northern United showed their class 

Ariel McNab puts Thames 1-0 up.                        Photos: MARK BROWN/ONE OF A KIND PHOTOGRAPHY

with a guard of honour as the newly 
crowned champions were cheered 
from the field all the way to the pub.

“A massive congratulations to my 
Thames women’s team for winning 
the league with a game to spare. 
They’ve played some of the best foot-
ball I’ve seen all season, and this title 
is a testament to their dedication and 
determination,” head coach Xavier 
Brown said. “Against second-placed 
Northern United, the players rose to 
the occasion, spurred on by a fantastic 
crowd of Thames locals and support-
ers. It meant so much to the team to 
get that backing in such a vital match. 
But our season isn’t done yet - we’re 
in the cup quarterfinals against West 
Ham at home next week, and our fo-
cus now is to finish strong and go as 
far as we can.”    - Jonathan Coles

FOOTBALL

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Bryony Wayne controls the ball.

Keltie McManus tries her luck. 


