
of Whakatīwai holding posters 
to raise awareness. She said she 
wanted to show the council how 
important a footpath was to the 
community.

“This isn’t just about conveni-
ence, it’s about making sure kids 
can walk to school or between the 
two villages without fear,” she said.

“Tourists get nice cycle trails and 
walkways, but what about the resi-
dents who live here year-round?  

“Kids, parents, and even grand-
parents told me how scary it is to 
walk or bike along the road, espe-
cially with no safe space for pedes-
trians or pushchairs. 

“Some suggested a flashing ‘slow 
down’ sign near the school too, but 
the footpath was the biggest need.

“It’s a matter of safety for every-
one.”

Mieya said their voices were 
heard on the roadside, but this 

wasn’t the end of the fight. 
She’s calling on Hauraki District 

Council to find a way to fund the 
footpath project, even if it means 
reprioritising other spending. 

“Safety shouldn’t have to wait,” 
she said, “and I think if a 12-year-
old is putting in all this effort for 
this footpath, so should they.”

Mayor Toby Adams said there’d 
been “a lot of talk” for a number of 
years about a footpath connecting 

Kaiaua with Whakatīwai. 
The project was set to happen 

under the previous government, 
with a programme that funded 61 
per cent of the district’s safety im-
provements on or near its roads.

However, with the change in 
government, Mayor Adams said, 
the funding was “squashed”.

“So now we’re going through our 
programme to see what [roading 
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sales@garagedoors2000.co.nz
Sectional and roller

garage doors

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Florist latest victim as retail crime rises in Thames, P3

Young 
advocate 

fights 
for 

footpath

The Ngātea Primary School stu-
dent said a decades-old safety di-
lemma affecting families in Kaiaua 
and her hometown of Whakatīwai 
was the desperate need for a safe 
footpath connecting the coastal 
villages. So, she decided to take 
action.

“The school project was all 
about giving back to the commu-
nity, so I went out and talked to 
the villages,” Mieya told The Pro-
file. 

“I surveyed local residents, 
walking door-to-door and sharing 
an online form, and discovered 
that the majority of people ranked 
the footpath as their top priority 
for what change they wanted to 
see in the community. 

“From there I knew I needed to 
get more awareness from beyond 
the towns, so with the help of my 
mum I emailed [Hauraki District 
Mayor] Toby Adams and council’s 
Long Term Planning committee.”

Mieya presented her findings to 
the mayor and councillors - a “big 
step” that at first yielded positive 
results.

However, she has since learned 
that central government funding 
cuts to safety works have halted 
the footpath’s construction. 

“When [Mayor] Toby emailed 
me back and said that the fund-
ing was cut for their safety works, 
I was really disappointed.”

Mieya said she was also told by 
Coromandel MP Scott Simpson 
that the decision would be left for 
the district council to make.

So, enough was enough.
On July 20, Mieya and a group 

of supporters stood at the edge CONTINUED ON P3

 On July 20, Mieya Smith, 12, and 
a group of supporters stood at 

the edge of Whakatīwai holding 
posters to raise awareness about 

the need for a safe footpath.  
KELLEY TANTAU reports

Photo: SUPPLIED

What began as a school lead-
ership project quickly moved 
beyond the classroom when 
12-year-old Mieya Smith 
learned that the fight for a 
safe footpath in her commu-
nity wouldn’t be so straight-
forward. 
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Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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Incorporating the latest in Plasma Cutters, MIG,
ARC and TIG technology - Weldtech products
offer professional welding results and simple

setup for all welding requirements and skill levels.
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Mayor ‘fit for duty’ amid health concerns

Thames-Coromandel District Mayor 
Len Salt is adamant he is still fit to 

lead, despite a spate of health issues 
which have left him confined to a wheel-
chair as he awaits surgery.

Mayor Salt posted a message on social 
media on July 27 thanking Thames and 
Waikato hospitals for care he received 
during a “cycle” of inpatient visits be-
tween July 1 and 20. 

“The last few weeks have been par-
ticularly challenging for me with a cou-
ple of niggling health issues getting bad 
enough to land me in hospital more than 
once,” he said. 

“At the core of these issues seems to 
be a combination of hip and spinal is-
sues, some of them historical. I have un-
dergone a series of MRI and CT scans as 
well as the usual x-ray and blood tests. 
I am happy to say that overall I’m feel-
ing much improved. There is still more 
work to do and discussions with the or-
thopaedic specialists which will happen 
over the next few weeks.”

The Mayor told The Profile he now 
needed to use a wheelchair at work, 
although he could still walk short dis-
tances. 

“I’m on a list to be seen and to get 
some surgery, but it’s not a fast list.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“It’s going to limit me for a little 
while… If I’m out and about and look-
ing at things on site, there’s going to 
be some areas where I’ve just got to be 
careful about whether I can access the 
site or not,” he said.

“But I’ve got teams of people around 
me who are really ready, willing and 
able to help.”

Accessibility accommodations, such 
as a closer carpark, are already being 
made for Mayor Salt at the council 
building in Thames. 

“There’s no getting away from the 
fact that I might be partially disabled, 
but that is purely an access and mobil-

ity issue,” he said.
Mayor Salt also confirmed his inten-

tion to run for re-election later this year, 
and he said the community could be 
“absolutely confident” in his ability to 
perform the role. 

“I won’t be the first partially disabled 
mayor or politician around, but it’s a 
good exercise for a council in particular 
and for a community, in how to work in 
that disability space,” he said. 

“The knowledge that I have built up 
and the experience over the term and 
the projects that I’m working on with 
my team that are partway through will 
continue and they’ll be beneficial to the 
council in ways that I’m really excited 
about.” 

Mayor Salt’s duties were delegated to 
Deputy Mayor Terry Walker during his 
absence. 

“I can’t thank Terry enough for his 
assistance during this period. This has 
ensured smooth and seamless continu-
ation of council activities and the duties 
of the office of the mayor.”

The Mayor also thanked his wife, 
Svargo, and close friend and campaign 
manager Anna Dunwoodie. “It’s been 
tough on them. But I can’t say enough 
about how much they’ve 
helped and supported 
me through this.”

Len Salt says he won’t let recent health is-
sues affect his mayoral duties.              SUPPLIED
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

New in store.
Made in Italy,
Visconti socks.

Treat yourself to some
European glamour!

Visit Snowden’s for our great
range of accessories

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz
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• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site
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www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
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104 Sealey Street, Thames

 
 

Hauraki Old Post Office Building  
101 Normanby Road, Paeroa
Opening hours: Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday 10am-1pm  
07 863 7640 or 021 318 946   
hauraki@cab.org.nz

volunteer with HAURAKI CAB

Join the team

Florist latest 
victim as retail 
crime rises in 
Thames
A florist in Thames “beefed up” secu-

rity to respond to more brazen and 
more frequent thefts, but two offenders 
still at large weren’t deterred when they 
wantonly cut, smashed, and stole inside 
the Pollen St store.

Nicole Phillips, who owns Flowers on 
Pollen, was the victim of a break-in be-
tween 1am-2am on July 23.

Two people were caught on CCTV 
cameras changing their clothes in Ser-
vice Lane 5 before making their way to 
the front of the store. 

At 1.13am, one kept watch while the 
other jimmied open the doors and 
slashed the business’ recently-installed 
electronic security blind with a knife.

In the 30 minutes the pair were in-
side, they removed two security cam-
eras, and stole electronics, a sound sys-
tem, jewellery, cameras, chocolate and 
paperwork.

They toppled shelves adorned with 
ceramic pots, plants, homeware, and 
locally-made gifts. 

They damaged the 
shop’s counter and 
register.

Costs were still be-
ing calculated but 
Nicole believed the 
crime had cost her up-
wards of $7500.

“We have seen a 
significant increase 
in shoplifting lately 
- usually just small 
items, skin care and 
confectionary mainly, 
but we had an incident a few months 
back where someone stole eight bunch-
es of flowers and some product in one 
go, so incidents of theft are more bra-
zen as well as frequent, and we beefed 
up security as a response,” Nicole told 
The Profile.

She believed retail crime was getting 
worse in Thames, and said there were 
many factors at play, which was why 
the issue was getting “hospital passed” 
between organisations and “account-
ability holders”.

“I think it’s a community-wide prob-
lem; a mental health, addiction, hous-
ing, economic, crime - and consequenc-
es - problem.”

She also believed drug use in the town 
was fuelling a lot of the crime. 

“We have seen so much antisocial 
and criminal behaviour on the main 
street. We have also had people urinate 
and defecate at our front door. There is 
just a real decline in standards in our 
town’s main street,” she said.

“I know the community board, coun-
cil, business association and police are 
all working on initiatives to try and 
make our streets safer, and I hope we 
can get a good outcome for our com-
munity.”

Thames Business Association chief 
executive Sue Lewis-O’Halloran said 
she was “heartsick” about the latest 
break-in at Flowers on Pollen.

She echoed Nicole’s sentiments and 
said there were two key issues at play, 
“just as they are in small towns and big 
cities throughout New Zealand: men-
tal illness and addictions, particularly 
meth”.

“There is no question that having a 
stronger, 24/7 police presence would 
probably help as we know our police 
are under-resourced. So I think a multi-
agency, community-focused approach 
could be an effective way to deal with 
this,” Sue said.

“There are no easy solutions, [but] 
Flowers on Pollen is such an asset 
to Thames, as is Nicole, and she has 
worked so hard to create a beautiful 
space.”

Waikato East Prevention Manager, 
Acting Senior Sergeant Lara Beisly, 

told The Profile that 
at around 4:50am 
on July 23, Police re-
ceived a report of a 
burglary at a commer-
cial premises on Pol-
len St.

The burglary was 
believed to have oc-
curred earlier that 
morning, at around 
1:40am.

“Police have visited 
the premises and sur-
rounding businesses 

and are working to try and identify the 
offenders.

“CCTV footage has been located that 
shows a vehicle of interest outside the 
premises at the time.”

She said Police currently had a com-
munity constable, as well as frontline 
officers, assigned to carry out regular 
beat patrols in the Thames CBD area.

In the past week they have been visit-
ing and speaking with local shopkeep-
ers to discuss crime prevention meas-
ures. “This type of crime is incredibly 
frustrating and can have a significant 
impact on innocent people’s lives,” she 
said. 

“We encourage all property owners to 
look at what they can do to deter crimi-
nals. Simple measures can have a big 
effect as many offenders are looking for 
easy targets. These measures include 
installing CCTV, securing windows, 
and reviewing locking mechanisms on 
buildings to ensure they can’t be easily 
broken.”
DETAILS: Enquiries are ongoing and if any 
member of the public has information 
that may assist Police in identifying the 
offenders please call 105 
and quote the reference 
number: 250723/2526.

“I think it’s a 
community-wide 

problem; a mental 
health, addiction, 

housing, economic, 
crime - and conse-

quences - problem.”
- Nicole Phillips

A Thames florist already battling an increase in shoplifting 
says rising drug use is fuelling a wave of retail crime. Her 
store is the latest to be hit. KELLEY TANTAU reports

improvements] are the key ones and 
to see if we can fund those - and that 
means council will have to fund it 100 
per cent.

“In a nutshell, we’ve got to try and 
please as many as we can with the least 
amount of dollars - and that’s a real bal-
ancing act.”

Mayor Adams said a roading report 
will be presented to councillors in a few 
months, and the Kaiaua-Whakatīwai 
footpath will be among the items up for 
discussion. “[Mieya] hasn’t given up, 
which is fantastic,” he said.

 “It shows great courage and strength 
from a young individual to keep at that, 
and she’s passionate about it, and I’m 
confident at some point 
we’ll be able to get it 
across the line.”

CONTINUED FROM P1

Fight for Whakatīwai footpath

Signs are out for a much-needed footpath.   SUPPLIED
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www.thameshigh.school.nz
Thames High School Events and Celebrations

Phone +64 7 868 8688

YEAR8OPENEVENING
THURSDAY7AUGUST

An invitation to all Year 8 student whānau.
Please go directly to the school hall from 5 pm.

The evening will start at 5:30 pm.

ENQUIRES FOR 2026
ENROLMENTSWELCOME

Thames High SchoolTe Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga
We grow together to achieve ones true potentialKia kōtahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te taumata

COURSES AVAILABLE
AT VALLEY EDUCATION

AND TRAINING

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

free courses • free transport

Would you like to upskill or change
the direction of your career?

We hold a range of courses that are free of charge
and available to all age groups.

• Foundation Skills L1, 20 weeks
• Mechanical Engineering L2, 25 weeks
• Agriculture L2, 26 weeks
• Retail L2, 15 weeks
• Agriculture, Te Mahi Whenua L3, 15 weeks
• Horticulture L3, 21 weeks

All our courses earn credits,
helping you to gain NCEA Levels 1 and 2

We offer short courses, Barista, Learners, and
Defensive driving, at a charge.
For more information, get in touch.

Miranda farmer missing after coal discovery
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

William Bird was of a rov-
ing disposition so when 

he dropped off the radar in 
April 1921 no anxiety was ini-
tially felt. 

The 45-year-old Miranda 
farmer was on his way to 
Thames when he called at a rel-
ative’s place at Ngātea. He then 
travelled to Thames by launch 
to do some business.

He left the township at 5pm 
for Shelly Beach where he had 
left his horse at another rela-
tive’s farm. It was dark when 
the launch reached the Shelly 
Beach wharf, and he was the 
only passenger to alight. 

Since then nothing had been 
seen or heard of him.

After family, in communica-
tion by telephone, realised that 
he had not collected his horse 
from Shelly Beach, the police 
were called. 

It was feared that Wil-
liam may have lost his way in 
the dark. His relative’s place 

A coal seam is inspected.                             Photo: SUPPLIED

was about a mile away from 
the wharf and it was thought 
he may have stumbled into the 
river as the tide was fairly high. 

All launch owners and others 
travelling by boat, both on the 
Piako River and in the head of 
the gulf, were urged to keep a 
sharp lookout. 

William, formerly a Thames 
miner, had been the owner 
of the Evening Star claim at 
Waiotahi Creek. After the claim 
was floated into a company he 
bought the farm at Miranda.

Lately he had been inter-
ested in coal at Miranda which 
had originally been discovered 
around 1870 on Mr Foote’s 
farm.

Mr Foote had been prospect-

ing and sinking holes for some 
time before discovering an im-
mense body of coal. 

Tests found it to be supe-
rior to Bay of Islands coal as it 
burned faster and was suitable 
for the Cornish boilers used in 
gold mining. 

The coal seam was near the 
surface and little needed to be 
done to open a mine. Ten miles 
of road were required or a good 
tramway to take coals to the 
beach opposite Grahamstown. 

But it would be another 16 
years before anything signifi-
cant was done. 

In 1886 the Miranda coal 
mine opened but was only 
worked for seven years. The 
coal was found to be inferior 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. Miley Cyrus famously has 
which singer as her godmother? 
a) Cher, b) Dolly Parton, or c) 
Madonna?
2. Buttercream and fondant are 
types of what?
3. The SpongeBob SquarePants 
spinoff show, featuring 
SpongeBob and his pals as 
children, is called a) Kamp Koral, 
b) Kamp Krustacean, or c) Kamp 
Kod?
4. How many parrot species are 
endemic to New Zealand? a) 3, b) 
6, or c) 9?
5. The metric prefix hecto- refers 
to a) 10, b) 100, or c) 10,000?
6. 90 per cent of the world’s ice 
is found where? a) Antarctica, b) 
glaciers, or c) The Arctic Circle?
7. L Ron Hubbard founded which 
religion in the 1950s?
8. Copper sulfate, used as a 
herbicide, fungicide and reagent, 
is what colour? a) blue, b) red, or 
c) yellow?
9. Harry Belafonte had a 1956 hit 
with which song about loading a 
specific tropical fruit onto boats?
10. Double Dutch is a technique 
in which sport/game?

ANSWERS: 1. b) Dolly Parton; 2. Icing; 3. 
a) Kamp Koral; 4. c) 9 parrot species. 5. b) 
100; 6. a) Antarctica; 7. Scientology; 8. a) 
blue; 9. Day-O The Banana Boat Song (it 
originated as a Jamaican folk song); 10. 
Skipping.

and it was difficult getting it to 
the railway line.

About 24,000 pounds were 
lost in working the mine and 
the company was liquidated in 
1893. 

In 1900 Mr Tattley took over 
the Miranda coal mine former-
ly known as Footes, and it was 
worked by the Miranda Coal & 
Iron Co but that too met with 
little success.

By 1921 interest in Miranda 
coal had revived. It was sug-
gested that if cheap transit 
could be provided a coal field 
would be a sound business 
proposition. 

The discovery of coal so near 
the sea would be a boon to the 
district. It would enable farm-
ers to develop and use the great 
deposits of shell along the Mi-
randa coast. 

The possibilities promised 
a great deal for the whole dis-
trict. 

William’s business that fate-
ful day in Thames had included 
bringing over coal specimens 
from an outcrop he had discov-
ered.

Despite extensive searches 
William was not found until 
about six weeks later, when at 
Waharau, near Ōrere Point, 
his body was recovered by Mr 
Ashby.  

An inquest found that Wil-
liam had accidentally drowned.

His funeral, which was 
largely attended, took place at 
Shortland cemetery.



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     July 29, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 05

A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

cerous either, so it’s something 
we’ve just been talking about 
the last few months.” 

In preparation for her do-
nation, Arya treated her locks 
with a hair mask and slept on a 
satin pillowcase. Her hair was 
measured - donated hair needs 
to be at least 35 centimetres 
long - and a new, shorter hair-
cut decided on. 

“[She was] excited and nerv-
ous,” Rachael said of the days 
beforehand.

“Especially when we meas-
ured it again, and it wasn’t as 
long as we thought.

“I thought she would go, 
‘nah, I don’t want to do it’. But 
she was like, ‘oh, well, it’ll grow 
back. Someone’s going to enjoy 
my hair’.”

On the day, family members 
were invited to help Arya with 
her donation. Sections of her 
hair were cut by her mother, 
grandfather, and brother, with 
Caitlin’s guidance. 

There was a round of ap-
plause as Arya’s final ponytail 
was tucked away safely in a 
plastic bag, ready for mailing 
to the donation centre. Her 
loose ends were quickly tidied 
up, leaving Arya with a styl-
ish pixie cut and a sense of 
achievement. 

“It’s a very selfless thing to 
do,” Caitlin said. 

Giving, not receiving: birthday girl’s charity gift

Turua schoolgirl Arya 
Sutherland bucked tradi-

tion on her 10th birthday when 
she decided she would be the 
one doing the giving.

The birthday girl spent the 
beginning of her party perched 
on a tall stool in the backyard, 
friends and family watching in 
silence as her long, wavy tress-
es were carefully portioned 
into sections in preparation for 
hairdresser friend Caitlin Tai-
pari’s silver scissors.

Arya was donating her hair, 
to be made into a wig for can-
cer patients. 

The idea was entirely her 
own. 

“I just want to do this for a 
good cause because heaps of 
our friends and family have 
died from cancer, and have 
cancer, and I’ve wanted to do 
this for ages,” Arya told The 
Profile. 

“I thought it’d be a good thing 
to do on my 10th birthday.”

The party doubled as a fun-
draising event, with Arya col-
lecting sponsorships to cut her 
hair. 

She raised just over $1000, 
which will be donated to the 
Cancer Society.

Around 30 family members, 
close friends, and Arya’s teach-
ers and school principal were 
at the party to witness Arya’s 

haircut. 
Her mum, Rachael Wenzlick, 

said there were at least 40 more 
people who were unable to 
make the event but who donat-
ed money to Arya’s fundraising 
page. 

“All these people here have 
known Arya for ages…  they all 
think so highly of her,” Rachael 
said. 

“It is a big deal, cutting off 
all her hair, because she’s been 
growing it for ages and she 

loves her hair so much.
“Cancer has affected a lot of 

our family and friends… we’ve 
had a few friends up at Starship 
and her best friend at the mo-
ment has a mass on her brain, 
and we don’t know if that’s can-

Hairdresser Caitlin Taipari prepares Arya Sutherland’s hair for donation. RIGHT: Arya and her mum, Rachael Wenzlick, 
show off the donated tresses.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



06 THE VALLEY PROFILE, July 29, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

50%
off.
Selected
Sleepyhead.

$999FR
O

M

ElementsWave
Queen Bed

$2,699FR
O

M

Serenity Eden
Queen Bed

Big. Winter. Sale.
UP TO

r valid to 12.08.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless
erwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All
ducts are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only.

Offer
othe
prod

*

BEDS R US
THAMES

205 Sealey Street,
Thames

PH 07 868 6128

BEDS R US
WHANGAMATA
419 Port Road,
Whangamata
PH 07 865 9027

BEDS R US
WAIHI

94 Seddon Street,
Waihi

PH 07 863 8787

BEDS R US
WHITIANGA

4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Whitianga

PH 07 866 5726
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr Auto, Arriving

$8,990

2017 Great Wall Steed
6 Spd Manual, Diesel, 4WD, T-Bar, etc

VALUE
$11,990

2011 VW Golf TSi
Auto, Alloys, Black Out Edition

VALUE
$7,990

2012 Holden Cruz
1.8 Ltr Auto, Top Car & Condition

$7,990

2007 Holden
Commodore SV-6

Auto, Good Kms, In Top Condition

$11,990

2006 Honda CRV
2.4 Ltr Auto, 2WD, Superb Condition

VALUE
$6,990

2012 Hyundai iLoad
Manual, Diesel, Trade Ready

JUST
$11,990

2006 Toyota Estima
V6 Auto, 7 Seat, Alloys, T-Bar, AWD,

TOP BUY

$6,990

37th squadron Thames gave me 
three of our unit patches.”

He said it was a very rare 
thing as his squadron didn’t 
give patches out easily.

His first trade was with his 
cadet deputy commander from 
California for a challenge coin 
from the Los Angeles Space 
Force at the Air Force Base in 
California.

The second trade was for a 
35 MXG Staff patch with his 
encampment unit commander, 
who worked as an engineer for 
the F16 engines.

His final patch was traded 
with a senior member from the 
Okinawa cadet squadron who 
gave Zachariah a patch from his 
squadron.

His love of patches was evi-
dent, as he purchased more and 
was also given some as gifts.

It’s no wonder he soon adopt-
ed the call sign “patches”.

Zachariah’s advice for people 
who would like the opportunity 
to do something similar was to 
research and look up the New 
Zealand Cadet Forces.

“It may not be the US Cadet 
Forces but they are just as awe-
some.

“The closest unit is 37 Squad-
ron ATC in Thames at the air-
field. There is a recruitment 
night coming up in August at 
the Thames airfield... but you 
can still drop in any time,” he 
said.

“They offer an amazing 
amount of opportunities, I 
highly recommend if you are in-
terested please give it a go, you 
will definitely feel different.”

Zachariah leads US Air Cadets in Japan
Zachariah Siemers was 

around 10 years old when 
he realised he wanted to join 
the US Air Force.

It was something that sparked 
his interest after he watched 
some old World War II docu-
mentaries with his dad, the now 
16-year-old told The Profile.

“My dad once told me about 
my great grandfather being a 
pilot in World War II and it just 
inspired me.”

Zachariah said his great 
grandfather was in the United 
States Army Airforce or USAAF.

Zachariah, who is a current 
member of 37th squadron 
Thames ATC, said he had a lot 
of family members who served 
in the army or navy, and “want-
ed to be the one” to follow his 
great grandfather into the Air 
Force.

It’s what makes his recent 
news a special milestone in his 
journey.

Zachariah returned to New 
Zealand after a two-week en-
campment in Japan last month 
with the US Air Cadets at the 
Misawa Airforce Base, a joint 
United States of America/Ja-
pan base on the shores of Lake 
Ogawara, where he was selected 
to take part as a cadre or cadet 
leader. He attended the same 
encampment in 2024 as a ca-
det, and was awarded Honour 
Cadet of his flight.

But his transition into cadre 
this year was “definitely a big 
step”, he said.

“As a cadet, you are the one 

learning and achieving things 
amongst your peers. Moving 
into cadre, you are being put 
into leadership so I had to now 
put my skills from last year into 
a leadership position.”

The leader, who is also a year 
11 student from Hauraki Plains 
College, said all cadres had to 
be “at the top of their game” as 
they were expected to set an ex-
ample.

“We are the ones making sure 
the cadets have someone to look 
up to and go to at the end of the 
encampment,” he said.

His title was Cadet Chief 
Master Sergeant, but people 
referred to him as Chief Sie-
mers. He was able to take on 
new experiences, such as when 
he said he visited the Japanese 
side of the air force base and 
met members of the Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force or JASDAF 
such as pilots, trainers and crew 

Zachariah Siemers during his 
encampment in Japan with the 
US Air Cadets. RIGHT: Zachariah 
with the United States flag.

Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

members who worked on the T2 
Training Fighters, he said.

“They allowed us to put on the 
gear that is required to fly and 
sit in the cockpit.”

But the best part of the en-
campment was being reunited 

with old friends he met previ-
ously, who also went back as 
cadre.

One significant thing Zachari-
ah was able to do was trade unit 
patches.

“My unit commander from 
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
12 Albert Street 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa08954

Living Garden Oasis
This charming, solid 1940s home sits on a fully fenced
910 sqm section (approx.) and is packed with character
and potential. Inside, find open plan living, dining, and
kitchen. The lounge has a heat pump and fireplace.
Detached double garage with built-in bar and studio.

Asking Price $639,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
17 Buller Street 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa17570

Entertain the Family at Home
Sitting on 2056 sqm (approx.) of land, this home is fit for
the family and is perfect for those who love to relax and
entertain. Spacious open-plan living with heat pump
extends to an entertaining deck and pool. Fireplace in
dining room. Double garage and carport.

Asking Price $950,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
40 Evans Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19851

Bring Offers! Vendor Wants Action
Positioned on a manageable 459 sqm (approx.) section,
this cottage needs someone with the vision to renovate
and refresh. Spacious living room with a cosy fireplace,
separate dining, and functional kitchen. Plus a detached
garage/workshop. Call Dynasty to view!

Asking Price $479,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
96B Waitete Road North

eves.co.nz/ewa19516

Land Opportunity with Options
Set on 2 hectares (more or less) of mixed contour land,
this lifestyle block offers stunning views over Waihi
town and a spot to create your very own retreat with a
cabin on site. Motivated vendor wanting action. Now is
the time to secure. Call Dynasty to view today.

Asking Price $499,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi 8 Ridge View Place 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20420

Peaceful Living, Picture-Perfect Views
Welcome to a Serene Sanctuary, your private retreat. This beautifully presented three-bedroom, two-bathroom home,
built in 2014, blends modern living with peaceful rural charm on a 1006 sqm (approx.) section. Step inside and feel
instantly at home here. At the heart of this property lies a warm, inviting open-plan kitchen, dining, and lounge that is
the true soul of the home. Whether you’re preparing a meal, hosting a dinner party, or enjoying a quiet morning coffee,
this central space is designed for togetherness and comfort. Another standout feature is the South Island schist cut stone
wall and gas fireplace. The stacker doors open effortlessly onto a spacious private north-facing deck, inviting the outside
in. The uninterrupted views of the hills and landscaped gardens create a picture-perfect backdrop for entertaining.

Asking Price $785,000

View by appointment

Dynasty Holtz
022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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THAMES

301D Queen Street, Email: thames@cab.org.nz
Thames. Phone: 07 868 8405
Open 10am to 1pm Monday, Wednesday, Friday
We provide free, confidential, independent information and advice to anyone. We help
people know what their rights are and how to access services they need.
Consumer Guarantees, Fair trading, Repairs, Complaints and Mediation.
Employment & Business Problems at work, Leave types, Hours and Contracts.
Family & Personal Relationships, Children, Violence, Wills and Probate.
Government & Law Legal services, Law enforcement, Central and Local Government processes.
Health & Wellbeing Available services, Community facilities, Complaints and Your rights.
Housing, Land & Environment Tenancy, Social housing, Sustainability, Buying and Selling.
Money Benefits, Loans, Budget, Credit and Debt.
Travel & Transport Purchasing, Insurance, Repairs, Driving licenses and Disqualification.

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY? WE WELCOME
NEW VOLUNTEER ENQUIRIES. PLEASE CONTACT CAB THAMES BY

PHONE, EMAIL OR JUST DROP IN AND SEE WHAT WE DO.

The Annual General Meeting of CAB Thames Incorporated / Te Pou
Whakawhirinaki o Pārāwai will be held on Wednesday 27 August, 2025 at

3pm. All are welcome to attend at our premises, 301D Queen Street, Thames.

The Life Of Chuck (110 mins) M. A life-affirming, genre-bending story based on Stephen King’s
novella about three chapters in the life of an ordinary man named Charles Krantz.
The Friend (120 mins) M. Writer and teacher Iris (Naomi Watts) finds her comfortable, solitary New
York life thrown into disarray after her closest friend and mentor (Bill Murray) bequeaths her his beloved
Great Dane, Apollo. Apollo creates practical problems for Iris, but Iris unexpectedly bonds with him.
Four Letters of Love (109 mins) M. Magical, lyrical & deeply romantic. A life-affirming tribute to
human folly, fate, love & destiny. Starring Pierce Brosnan, Helena Bonham Carter. Based on an
international best-seller. Set in the west of Ireland with stunning cinematography. A glorious, uplifting story.
Friendship (100 mins) M. Comedy. Men shouldn’t have friends! Suburban dad Craig falls hard for his
charismatic new neighbour, but his attempts to make an adult male friend threaten to ruin both of their lives.
Materialists (109 mins) M. Comedy. A young, ambitious New York City matchmaker finds herself torn
between the perfect match and her imperfect ex. Starring Dakota Johnson, Chris Evans, Pedro Pascal.
The House Within (71 mins) Documentary film paints an intimate portrait of the fascinating and
often tumultuous life of internationally celebrated New Zealand writer Dame Fiona Kidman.
The Salt Path (115 mins) M. A couple embark on a year-long trek along the coast of Cornwall. An honest
and life-affirming true story of the healing power of the natural world. Based on a best-selling book.

Check out the Coming Soon page of our website for films that are coming after this week too.
We have quite a line-up of interesting and diverse films coming.

Movies from Thursday 31 July to Wednesday 6 August
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us. You can

book online, by ringing or emailing us, or by popping into the cinema when it’s open.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Thames Rallies Behind Local Businesses with Feel-Good Buy Local Campaign

A fresh wave of community spirit is sweeping through the ThamesWard — fromHikutaia to Waikawau— as the Thames Business Association proudly launches
its Buy Local Campaign.

Youmay have already spotted the bright new stickers popping up on shopping bags, car bumpers, and shop windows, all carrying a simple yet powerful
message:

Support the Businesses that Support Our Community
Behind this vibrant campaign lies a heartfelt goal — to remind locals that every dollar spent here makes a difference. And it’s not just economics. It’s about
people, passion, and pride in our place.

“When you support local, you’re helping your neighbour, your cousin, your friend’s small business,” says one Thames business owner. “It gives me great
pleasure to offer a job to a local person— it’s an investment in their future here.”

Here’s what happens when you choose to buy local:
• MoreMoney Stays Here: $68 of every $100 spent stays in the local economy
• Jobs Are Created for Locals: Local businesses employ local people
• The EnvironmentWins Too: Less transport means less fuel and packaging
• Community Groups Thrive: From school fundraisers to rugby teams, local businesses give back
• Tailored Products & Services: They stock what you love, because they know you
• Expert Help: Local business owners build relationships, not just make sales
• Thames Becomes a Destination: Visitors love the charm and are guided by a local Info Centre that knows where to send them
• Creativity & Enterprise Flourish: Supporting locals helps new ideas and ventures grow

“We wouldn’t be able to give back to the community if people stopped shopping here,” another business owner shares. “Your support isn’t just appreciated—
it’s essential.”

The Buy Local campaign is more than a slogan— it’s amovement. It’s about pride in our town, belief in our people, and building a better future together.
So let’s keep it going:

Buy local. Stay local. Be proud to shop in Thames.
Check out the campaign at explorethames.nz and follow us on Facebook and Instagram, where we’re shining a spotlight on the incredible local businesses that
make our community thrive.

Advertorial
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On 1 July 2025, the rates rebate income threshold per
household increased. This means you could be eligible
for a rates rebate of up to $805.

Are you a SuperGold Card holder*? Then your income
threshold is higher.

Check your eligibility and apply online at https://www.
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/property-rates/rates-rebates-
scheme or contact your local Council.

If you qualify, your completed application
must be received by your local council by
30 June 2026.

*A copy of your signed
SuperGold Card must
be included with your

application.

P 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 • www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Golden YearsGolden Years ADVERTISING FEATURE

Tips to connect and 
enjoy your golden years
In the Hauraki-Coromandel region, 

there’s a quiet strength in the people 
who’ve helped shape it - our seniors.

The region offers not just beautiful sur-
roundings to explore, but a strong sense 
of community that makes staying con-
nected both possible and meaningful.

Whether people have lived here all 
their life or arrived more recently seek-
ing a peaceful retirement - there are 
plenty of opportunities for people in 
their golden years to stay involved, in-
formed and inspired.

A great first stop is the local library or 
community centre.

These spaces often serve as hubs for 
information with bulletin boards filled 
with club notices, upcoming workshops, 
walking groups or social events.

Church services also offer gatherings, 
volunteer opportunities and quiet com-
panionship for those looking to connect.

If you’re interested in staying active 
and social, you’ll find book clubs, craft 
groups, gardening circles or regular 
morning teas held in community halls or 
cafes. Local historical societies are per-
fect for sharing stories and keeping the 
region’s heritage alive - something many 
seniors enjoy contributing to.

Health and wellbeing are also support-
ed across the region with pharmacies 
and clinics often hosting free screening 
days or wellness events and can also 
point people toward services like home 
visits, transportation help or local sup-
port groups.

For most people, connection often 
begins with a simple step: attending a 
gathering, saying yes to an invitation or 
starting a conversation.

The Golden Years are not just for look-
ing back, they’re for staying involved, 
sharing wisdom and enjoying the com-
munity you are part of.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Joyce, Della and Barbie gather in the saloon.                    Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Carol, right, samples the cookies with Billy and Nancy.
Billie Carpenter and Susan and Dennis O’Brian enjoy 
the occasion.Clare, Kim and Eleanor enjoy the atmosphere.

All saddled up
Hetherington House’s dining room resembled something 
out of a western movie on July 24. The Waihī rest home’s 
residents were celebrating International Cowboy Day with 
home-baked cookies, line dancing, visits from family and 
friends, and a performance from Matamata country
music singer Glenn Carley. ALICE PARMINTER moseyed on 
down to catch the festivities.

Edith dresses to impress, left, while Yvonne plays the sheriff.
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Helloworld Travel Thames
07 868 9260 642 Pollen St, Thames
thames@travel.helloworld.co.nz

Discover the world with APT & Travelmarvel at this inspiring
travel event. From Europe’s iconic rivers to the wilds of the
Kimberley, Antarctica, Alaska and beyond – explore a range

of unforgettable journeys by river, ocean, rail and land.

Hear from the experts, preview new ships APT Solara
& APT Ostara, and unlock exclusive event-only offers.

THAMES
FREE TRAVEL EVENT

Wednesday 17 September | 10am – 12 noon
The Thames On Kirkwood

REGISTER NOW TO SECURE YOUR SEAT

YOU’RE
INVITED

Golden YearsGolden Years

Retired in Hauraki District? Good 
choice!

Here’s some helpful information about 
Hauraki District Council services. 
RATES REBATE
Check your eligibility online to see if you 
qualify for a rates rebate of up to $805. 
If you do, make sure you apply every year 
by June 30 (they are not automatically re-
newed). 
Apply online or through your local council.
LIMITED MOBILITY?
If you have limited mobility, you can ap-
ply for our Assisted Kerbside Collection 
service. 
For $60 a year, the contractor will fetch all 
bins from your property and return them 
to the same spot on each collection day.
HOUSING FOR THE ELDERLY
Hauraki District Council owns and oper-
ates pensioner flats in Paeroa, Waihī and 
Ngātea. 
Demand can be high so it pays to get on 
the waiting list early. Eligibility criteria ap-
ply.

LOVE READING? 
Join our libraries and open a world of 
friendship, online resources, activities, 
book clubs, community services and 
more. Check out www. library.hauraki-dc.
govt.nz
ANTENNO APP
Our free, easy to use app is your one stop 
shop for staying connected with council 
news and alerts - for example what bins 
to put out on collection day. 
Broken signpost, roaming dog, blocked 
drain? Report issues like this and more, 
on the spot, using Antenno – it’s a game 
changer. Download from the Apple Store 
or Get it on Google Play.
SWIMMING SEASON 
Aged 65+?  Swim for 90 minutes for $2 
(usually $3), Monday to Friday, 7:30am to 
9:00am.
Visit www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz to learn 
more about these services or contact our 
friendly customer service team on 0800 
734 834.

-Supplied by Hauraki District Council

Hauraki District - a 
great place to retire

Discover a world of unforgettable journeys 
with APT and Travelmarvel at our exclusive 

travel event.
Join APT and Travelmarvel’s Travel Experts 

at our upcoming event and uncover a world of 
unforgettable journeys. From Europe’s grand 
rivers to the wilds of the Kimberley, the glaciers 
of Alaska to the wonders of Antarctica, explore 
a diverse range of travel styles including luxuri-
ous river cruising, small ship cruises, scenic rail 
tours and immersive land tours. With nearly a 
century of experience, we’ve perfected the art 
of seamless, enriching travel, taking you to in-
credible places in unparalleled comfort.

At this relaxed, sit-down presentation, you’ll 
hear directly from our experts, learn more 
about our brand-new river ships, APT Solara 
and APT Ostara, and enjoy access to exclusive 
event-only offers. You’re encouraged to bring 
a friend as you plan your next great adven-

ture.  Our team will be available to assist with 
your enquiries and help you plan your dream 
holiday. A world of travel awaits, with APT and 
Travelmarvel.

Register now to secure your place by email-
ing jo.robinson@travel.helloworld.co.nz or 
calling 07 8689260.  Enjoy a sit-down presen-
tation on our most popular destinations and 
travel styles, with plenty of time before and 
after to speak with our team, ask questions, 
and gather inspiration for your next adventure. 
Registration and RSVP will be essential.

Meet Shelley who has just joined our award 
winning team, and Kylee who is available for 
appointments in Whangamata every Monday 
at White Noise office.

Join the helloworld team, Jo, Jen, Ash, Kylee, 
Dee and Shelley for an informative morning 
with great travel inspiration!

– Supplied by helloworld Travel Thames

Helloworld Travel Thames team, left, Shelley, Kylee, Ashleigh, Jo, Jen and Doleena.      Photo: SUPPLIED

Unforgettable travel

CAB Thames
301D Queen Street
Thames
Mon, Wed, Fri
10am – 1pm

Phone: 07 868 8405

Te Pou Whakawhirinaki o Parawai

Contact Hauraki District Council to learn more about their services.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea
867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349
John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

tured.
“Students are the ones propa-

gating and growing the plants, 
as well as [the ones] who will be 
planting them and maintaining 
the area, which we hope will in-
clude pest control.”

The area chosen to be devel-
oped as a wetland was in a low-
lying paddock with poor drain-
age, Yotam said. 

It will be planted in two phas-
es, with each area about 2000 
square metres in size. 

The planting in the first site 
started this month.

The college is also in its 
fourth year of being involved in 
Trees for Survival, an environ-
mental education programme 
which has seen the school plant 

Students lead school farm wetland restoration
An undeveloped paddock at 

Hauraki Plains College’s 
Hayward Farm is set to become 
a thriving wetland, thanks to 
a new project that blends en-
vironmental restoration with 
hands-on learning.

The initiative is part of a 
long-term development plan 
for the college’s school farm, 
which was purchased by the 
Haurakian Charitable Trust 
to support hands-on learn-
ing in Primary Industries - a 
programme that now attracts 
around 250 students each year.

“The school farm’s teaching 
and management team had 
proposed a long-term develop-
ment plan, which included a 
wetland area,” Yotam Kay, the 
college’s teacher of horticul-
ture, social and environmental 
studies, told The Profile.

“We chose this area as it has 
low grazing value while being 
a great wetland site, restoring 
a natural habitat, providing 
shelter and food for wildlife, 
and acting as a privacy shelter 
belt between the farm and the 
new neighbourhood being de-
veloped.”

Yotam said the planting 
area would provide an array of 
learning opportunities during 
its development and as it ma-

Students work on the college’s Hayward Farm.                        Photo: SUPPLIED/HPC

around 900 natives.
Yotam, who also runs an en-

vironmental learning lab each 
week with Year 13 environmen-
tal council lead Ruby McKay, 
said students were “absolute-
ly” becoming more ‘hands-on’ 
when it came to eco-minded 
actions.

“Most students find plant-
ing native trees an empower-
ing and fun activity, and when 
asked if they would like to do 
this again, we mostly hear a re-
sounding yes,” he said.

“Students love contributing 
to the improvement of our en-
vironment’s health. They are 
aware of the pressure we are 
placing on the environment 
and want to contribute to mak-
ing it healthier.

“Research shows that op-
portunities to take action, like 
planting trees, directly con-
tribute to their well-being and 
sense of efficacy. 

“It is really exciting to collab-
orate with students and teach-
ers on real-world projects in 
and around the school, and we 
are fortunate to have so many 
committed and passionate stu-
dents who embrace these op-
portunities and see their lead-
ership skills grow.”

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Come & see us for ride on and push mowersCome & see us for ride on and push mowers

Tree, miniature houses inspire
The first of the featured artists 

for August is Fay Tutahi, who 
will be exhibiting on the southern 
wall of the Thames Art Gallery.

Fay has titled her exhibition 
I Touched a Tree, which pays 
homage to her new home in Te 
Puru and the settling-in process. 
Throughout that process, Fay 
began exploring her natural sur-
roundings and building conver-
sations that led her to discover 
several trees of significance and 
whakapapa ties.

She said the hows, whens, whos 
and the whys were all asked and 
finally, I Touched a Tree evolved.

Fay considers herself a new 
artist, although she has been 
creating healing art with others 
for more than 40 years, passing 
many of her skills on to emerging 
artists through community edu-
cation, and she has participated 
in shared and solo exhibitions 
both local and throughout the 
North Island.

She said the initial enjoyment 
she gets from observing life in 
action is what she is about as 
an artist. She likes to study and 
research all that interests her to 
gain a deeper knowledge of her 
subjects. 

She then reduces all that in-
formation to the bare minimum, 
may it be a shape, a mixed colour 
or even a word. She says one may 
consider her to be a minimalist 
storyteller.

The second of the featured art-
ists for August is Ria Erasmus, a 
mixed media and pottery artist 
who works primarily with hand 

Fay Tutahi’s exhibition is called I Touched a Tree.                      Photos: SUPPLIED

built forms. Her exhibition will 
be at the northern end of the gal-
lery. Her pieces range from quiet, 
earthy tones to bright, happy 
bursts of colour, reflecting a play-
ful yet grounded approach to cre-
ating. 

With a focus on texture, imper-
fection, and intuitive processes, 
her work explores the beauty of 
the handmade and the stories 
objects can hold.

Ria’s exhibition will feature a 
huge range of subject items, from 
weird and funny, to useful or ab-
solutely useless.... but seriously 
interesting. 

She says: “there will be some-
thing for everyone, flickering 
fairy houses, bee drinking cups, 
patchwork mugs and bowls, rep-

Voices in harmony at festival
St George’s Community Choir is 

putting on a Festival of Fauré, 
a “reflective and uplifting” concert 
celebrating the music of French 
composer Gabriel Fauré.

Two performances will be held 
in Thames on August 2 and 3 in 
the historic St George’s Anglican 
Church on Mackay St.

Committee member Barbara 
Tegg said the church was “a fit-
ting setting for Fauré’s reflective 
compositions” and the choir was 
“delighted” to welcome back guest 
artists for the shows.

Long-time collaborator Michael 
Bell will return on organ and pi-
ano; soprano Emma Jones and 
baritone Arana Ashby, both solo-
ists from the University of Wai-
kato, will join the choir in featured 
movements; while two Fauré 
works will be performed by flutist 
Nichola Genn Harris and pianist 
Yi Ting Heng.

Barbara said for the choir, re-
hearsing for the concert had been 

a “joyful but stretching experi-
ence”.

“The smaller pieces of music are 
sung in French, and the unfamiliar 
text has required careful attention 
and plenty of good humour.

“But the shared challenge has 
brought the choir of more than 50 
singers closer together.”

St George’s Community Choir 
draws singers from across the 
Thames Valley, from Te Aroha 
and the Hauraki Plains, to the up-
per Coromandel and beyond. 

The concert marks the first un-
der the direction of Musical Di-
rector Kolitha (Koli) Jayatunge. 
Based in Waikato, Koli is an expe-
rienced tenor soloist and conduc-
tor, and also leads the Cantando 
Choir and Waikato Youth Choir. 
DETAILS: August 2 at 5pm and, Au-
gust 3 at 2pm. St George’s Church. 
Tickets: adults $25; seniors and stu-
dents $20; primary school students 
free. Purchase at the door or Car-
son’s Bookshop, cash only.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Organist Micheal Bell rehearses with the choir.     Photo: SUPPLIED

licas of old Chinese Assassins tea-
pots, puzzle jugs, dresses knitted 
from wire and even a selection of 
photo image transfers on to clay. 
And many more”.
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 
Tararu Rd, Thames, open Monday 
to Friday 10am to 2pm and week-
ends 10am to 4pm.

Ria Erasmus’ miniature houses will 
feature during August.
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Gardening for August
WINTER AT AEROVIEWWINTER AT AEROVIEW

382 Ngati Maru Highway
Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week

June & July Mon-Fri 8.30am to 5pm
Sat & Sun 8.30am to 4pm

NEW SEASON
FRUIT TREES
Have Arrived

MASSIVE RANGE

Seed Potatoes
16 varieties available

plus
7 varieties of

Maori Seed Potatoes
Jersey Bennes..Nandine

Ilam Hardy..Agria
Swift..Rocket

Haylo..Cliff Kidney
Summer Delight..Rua
Red King..Highlander
Red Rascal..Van Rosa
Moonlight ..Heather

Also in store...
Citrus trees

Roses
Hellebore’s
PLUS

lots of Spring stock
arriving daily

Keep up to date on
our page

Great Selection of
deciduous trees
have

come in
store

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

2

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

3

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Plant above
ground crops

7

Plant above
ground crops

8

Non planting
Day

9

Full Moon

10

Non planting
Day

11

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

12

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

16

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

17

Non planting
Day

18

Non planting
Day

19

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

20

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

NewMoon

24

Non planting
Day

25

Non planting
Day

26

Plant above
ground crops

27

Plant above
ground crops

28

Plant above
ground crops

29

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

30

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

31

Non planting
Day

August 2025Auugusst 2025
Moon PlantingMMMoon Planting
CalendarCalenddar

Calllendddar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

Recently I 
walked out 

of a funeral for 
someone whose 
life was cut far 

too short. 
You could see the questions 

and pain written all over the 
faces of those who loved them.

As I stepped outside, some-
one came up to me. We hugged, 

Life’s not fair - but still worth grabbing with both hands
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION and they said the words that get 
thrown around in moments like 
this — “Life’s not fair.” 

And to be fair, the statement 
could not have been more fit-
ting for such an unexpected 
and undeserved end.

But standing there, thinking 
about it later, my thought was 
simpler still: Life’s life.

Sometimes it’s unfair.
Sometimes it’s more than 

fair.
Sometimes we reap what we 

sow.
And other times, it just blind-

sides us out of nowhere.
It’s something I often remind 

my kids when they’re grum-
bling about something not go-
ing their way. 

“Life’s not fair, the sooner 
your realise it the better.”

It’s not meant to be a harsh 
lesson — just an honest one.

Walking away from that fu-
neral, reflecting on the fragil-
ity of it all, I found myself both 

numb and challenged.
Challenged to push harder.
Challenged to love deeper.
Challenged to take life by the 

horns, not to sit back and let it 
drift by.

Because if life really is unpre-
dictable, and none of us know 
what’s around the next corner, 
shouldn’t we be doing our best 
to make the most of it?

For our kids.
For our loved ones.
For our friends and our com-

munity.
For the legacy we leave be-

hind. Life’s not fair.
But it’s still a gift worth grab-

bing with both hands.

GardeningGardening
We are at the crest of the hill and it is 

all downhill to spring. 
It has been lovely watching the birds 

in the garden all vying for whatever 
food, nectar and bugs that they can find. 

There is a distinct pecking order in the 
bird world so put a few nails in the top 
of the fence or on a post and put some 
citrus halves on to the nails. 

You will be pleasantly surprised by the 
visitors to your garden. 

This month is also a good time for a 
winter tidy up, clip hedges, edges and a 
final prune.

Prepare the vegetable garden for 
spring planting by digging in compost, 
blood and bone and sheep pellets. This 
helps to condition the soil and attract 
earthworms. 

If the seed potatoes are in your garden 
centre, now is the time to get your po-
tato beds ready by digging in some good 
compost.

Continue harvesting existing crops 
and start planting out more cut and 
come varieties of lettuce. 

Plant tomato seeds in trays and place 
on a warm windowsill in a garden shed 
or under cover so the seedlings are ready 
to plant out once the last frosts have 
passed.

Divide old rhubarb clumps which have 
wintered over and plant out pieces con-
taining new green shoots.

If you are a bulb fan, your garden 
should be showing signs of what’s to 
come once spring arrives. 

I have been treated to beautiful Hip-

Gardens show signs of what’s to come
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Liv-
ing Well Trust, running mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support local youth work 
or follow more stories and insights, find 
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you’d like to connect 
about a speaking engagement, community 
initiative, or supporting youth work, email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz.

peastrums and Lachenalia through June 
and July. And now we can look forward 
to Magnolia and Camelia shows. 

Plant marigolds, hellebores, azaleas 
and daphne while conditions are right. 
If it is warm enough, gladioli corms can 
be planted out. Keep beds well weeded 
and mulch.

Plant new season roses, they like sun, 
good air flow and when planting, a sea-
weed tonic. This promotes good root 
growth. 

As existing plants awaken from their 
winter hibernation it’s time to feed them 
to prepare for the flurry of new growth. 
Once fed they can have a new layer of 
mulch. Spray with a Copper Oxychloride 
to prevent infestation.

Attend to your fruit trees with a copper 
spray now. This will help prevent fungal 
and bacterial diseases on your pip fruit 
trees, stone fruit and berry plants later 

in the season. 
Repeat weekly until the little green 

leaf tips start to appear, especially if 
you had a problem last season. Always 
remember to clean up leaf drop around 
plants to avoid spreading diseases. 
Sprinkle fertiliser around the drip line 
of the trees and mulch.

Prune your feijoas to encourage a 
healthy fruit crop for next season. 
Spreading a Lawn Fertiliser over the 
lawn in late winter will provide a rich 
source of nutrients which will nurture 
and improve the soil structure and the 
integrity of the lawn. Lawn growth is a 
good indication of warming soil tem-
perature.

Aerate compost heaps and add your 
prunings to keep the worms happy and 
well feed.

Enjoy your garden.
- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle

Bulb fans will be seeing signs of 
what’s to come this spring, such as 

beautiful Hippeastrums. 
File Photo: PIXABAY
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Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

mple image only.

Kia Sportage
Light 1.6T HEV 2WD

,990 +ORC*
rice Reduced

Sam

T HEV 2WD

$49,
Pr

to

New Facelift Ouuuttt NNNow!
AWD alsssooo available

Kia Tasman Ute
Movement that inspires

Available now for test
drives and pre orders



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
Call now for a free quote 021 539 779

• Stump removal
 experts for tree
 stumps of all sizes
• Coromandel, Franklin  
 and Waikato
• Experienced and fully  
 insured
• Owner operated, local  
 business

www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

arborist

electrician

civil construction

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

40%
off*

Custom Fabrics
217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

off*

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

curtains

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Carpet Court and Curtain Studio 
Thames are thrilled to bring our exten-

sive range of products to you at 217 Pol-
len Street.

Whether you’re a homeowner, business 
owner, or looking to update your bach or 
rental, we’ve got you covered from con-
cept to installation.

Carpet Court provides beautiful and 
innovative residential and commercial 
flooring solutions. The extensive range 
includes carpet, rigid core, vinyl, luxury vi-

nyl tiles, laminate, timber, garage carpet, 
rugs and underlay.

Curtain Studio helps you to create a 
beautiful home and express your style 
through a choice of curtains, blinds, shut-
ters, automation, tracks and accessories.

Our friendly team is here to provide you 
with expert advice and guidance to help 
achieve your interior goals.
Book a free in-home measure and quote 
online or visit our showroom located at 
217 Pollen Street, Thames.

Solutions for carpet, curtains
Visit Carpet Court and CurtainStudio in Thames to speak with Taz and the team.        Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

Sue Gates thamesglass@xtra.co.nz

Security & Insect Screens
Windscreen Repair & Replacement

Shower Doors, Hinged & Sliding
Colour Coated Glass

Balustrades & Pool Fencing
Glass   Mirror   Glazing
House Window Tinting

glazing

SPORTS REPORTS
 
Draws all round for Thames FC; women edge 
closer to title
Both Thames teams earned points on the road 
over the weekend. Thames Men were held to 
a 1-1 draw with Waikato Unicol Unicorns, while 
the Women’s title charge intensified with a hard-
fought 2-2 result against fellow title contenders 
Melville Epics.
Following back-to-back postponements, Thames 
Men were eager to return to action, travelling to 
Jansen Park to face Waikato Unicol Unicorns. The 
first half started slowly, with both teams strug-
gling to gain a foothold. 
The first sight of goal eventually came from Mi-
chael Kim, who drifted behind the defence, but 
his powerful shot was straight at the keeper. 
Thames goalkeeper Mathew Burchell then made 
a great save to  keep the score level, tipping a Josh 
Bell shot onto the bar before smothering the re-
bound. Thames created several chances, but the 
opening goal continued to elude. Ben Taylor, re-
turning from injury, flicked a header to Kim, who 
lifted the ball over the keeper and just wide of the 
post. Taylor then won possession with a strong 
tackle before sliding the ball to Michael Sogo, but 
his shot was tame and failed to trouble the goal. 
Unicol ended the half stronger, with Nikhail Nai-
doon darting into the box and firing a left-footed 
shot just wide.
The second half saw an improved performance 
from Thames, who played with more composure 
a better passing tempo. Yusuke Koizumi thread-
ed a beautiful through ball to Troy Costello, who 
burst behind the defence but poked his shot wide. 

Koizumi then sent a precise pass to Caleb Tehoaki, 
who returned the ball to Koizumi, whose curling 
shot was brilliantly saved by Unicol keeper Sam-
uel Hodgson.
The breakthrough came just after the hour mark 
when Tehoaki found Sogo on the right. The winger
crossed to Matt Baines, who controlled and 
slipped the ball under the keeper for a 1-0 lead, a 
rare but vital goal from the meandering left-back. 
Unicol struck back almost immediately, as Naid-
oon’s searching pass found Aidan Timbers, who 
sidefooted home for 1-1 - capitalising on a lapse 
of concentration from Thames.
A promising move saw Xavier Brown whip a 
cross for Koizumi, who teed up Baines, but the 
finish was wild. Moments later, Keegan Applerly 
launched a long ball forward that Costello ex-
pertly controlled before teeing Brown, whose 
shot sailed over the bar. Despite strong pressure 
in the closing minutes, Unicol held on for a gritty 
1-1 draw.
Thames FC Women travelled to Hamilton on Sun-
day to take on fellow title contenders Melville Ep-
ics, with both sides vying for the championship. 
After a tough battle featuring some brilliant de-
fending, the points were shared in a 2-2 draw.
Thames had to come from behind twice, but a 
spirited performance and two well-taken goals 
from Ariel McNab, the second a brilliant strike 
from the edge of the box, earned a valuable point. 
Megan Jamieson delivered a standout perfor-
mance, earning Player of the Match honors. 
A tense end to the season looms, with Thames 
currently second with three games to play, one 
point behind leaders Northern United, whom 
they face on the final day.              - Jonathan Coles

Ariel Mcnab scores a brace.   

FOOTBALL

Send your sports news, reports and 
photos to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Matthew Burchell claims the ball.            Photos: MARK BROWN/ONE OF A KIND PHOTOGRAPHY

Michael Sogo plots his next move.     



CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this. If you 

are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu 
Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s 
Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

Storage

Storage
TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Church Notices

For Lease

Palliative Care

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 

  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Firewood

Handyman
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Trades

Public Notices

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Painters

Painter available now, 
experienced in interior 
and exterior work. Ph 
0272142442

Pets
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944
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Vehicles For Sale

For Sale

Tarot/Astrology

Wanted To Buy
Situation Vacant

Handyman Services. 
Waihi and surrounding 
areas. Building 
maintenance and 
repairs. Mobile - Grant 
027 333 8331. 
E-waihi105@gmail.com

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Victoria Battery
TramwaySociety Inc.

AGM
Sunday 3rd August 

2025
1.30pm

Venue Waikino Cafe

Spaces available for 
home help - in home 
palliative care. 
I have 4 years experi-
ence, qualified health-
care assistant. 
Please contact me on 
021 0228 0171 if you or 
your loved ones need 
assistance.  
Katrina.

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

We are looking for a full time 
qualified diesel mechanic 

to join our team.
For more information contact 

Andrew on 867 7524 
or email your CV to 

andrew@centralmotors.co.nz

PAEROA BLUELIGHT AGM
Friday 8 August 2025 

@ 6pm
Paeroa Cafe, Bar and 

Brasserie 
2 Seymour Street

Paeroa 
E: paeroabluelightsecretary

    @gmail.com

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
August 3rd, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speaker: Clinton Arnold

Holden Commodore, 
a classic car. 1996. 
Silver. Out of WOF. 
Tow bar. Offers over 
$2,000. Contact Mark 
+61416052004

Drop saw, petrol 
water-blaster, rotary 
hoe and electric 
hedge trimmer. Offers 
accepted. 
Ph: 0211344090

Elite Storm X or 
similar exercise bike. 
Please txt 027 228 
8011

Readings upstairs at 
the theatre Paeroa. 
12-3 Saturdays or 
phone Karen for 
individual appointments 
021 074 3939

Sponsorship boon for Thames patrol
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The Thames Community Patrol vehicle 
has been looking particularly well-

groomed lately, thanks to the assistance of 
its new sponsor. 

Chris O’Shea, who moved to Thames 
from Morrinsville to take on the branch 
manager role at Thames’ Fairview Motors 
in November, 2024, was thrilled to lend a 
hand to the non-profit group. 

“I see a need in what the community pa-
trol does,” Chris said. “I just think it’s a big 
asset for Thames to have the community 
patrol so it’s nice to get behind it.”

Chris has been taking the vehicle in once 
a month for a full servicing and mainte-
nance check, and even fills the fuel tank. 

“This is an amazing help for our patrol 

finances,” patrol member Dianne Leather 
said.

“It just makes the running of the patrol 
that much easier … we have to do our own 
funding so this makes a huge difference.”

Chris has also joined the patrol as a vol-
unteer, signing up for regular shifts on the 
road. He joins 14 volunteers already on the 
roster who patrol Thames several times a 
week. 

“We do a couple of day patrols now too… 
it’s just a matter of being seen out there,” 
Dianne said. 

“[But] we’re always calling out for more 
members.” 
DETAILS: Contact Dianne Leather on 027 234 
5845 to find out more 
about the Thames Com-
munity Patrol.

Chris O’Shea, left, with members of the Thames Community Patrol.               Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Lions’ Service Day show included music from the 40s, 50s and 60s.                          Photos: SUPPLIED

Annual Service Day celebrated
More than 100 senior citizens attended 

this year’s Lions’ Service Day show, 
which was held in the Waihi RSA on July 
20.

A Waihi Lions spokesperson said the 
audience enjoyed 90 minutes of non-stop 
music from the 40s, 50s and 60s during 
the event. “It’s a good bet that they will be 
back for more next year.

“During the 1980s and 1990s, the annual 
Lions’ Service Day was an important event 
in the Lions calendar- the Waihi Lions Club 
celebrated it by putting on a variety concert 
in the Memorial Hall for the Senior Citi-
zens of the community. 

“A diverse selection of local talent was in-
vited to put on a short performance, which 
could range from a Can Can from Carol 
Hayden’s Dance Academy  to a Country 

and Western singing group. 
“In those distant days Waihi Lions was 

a male only group and wives and partners 
would provide a tasty afternoon tea. The 
audience generally took up a large portion 
of the hall.”

The club revived the day around 10 years 
ago, but on a much smaller scale. 

“The Waihi RSA said it would be inter-
ested in co-sponsoring the event with the 
Lions and the Waihi RSA has been the 
venue ever since, with both clubs sharing 
the cost of providing afternoon tea.”

Initially several local vocal groups pro-
vided the entertainment but for the past 
four years, this has been provided by the 
choir from Trudi van Stee’s Friends’ Place, 
which meets at the Waihi Beach Commu-
nity Centre each week.
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TOP 10 MOST COMMONLY PURCHASE
D ITEMS FROM

BUTCHERY,
FRUIT & VEGE, CHIL

LED, FROZE
N & GROCERY

TOP 10 MOST COMMONLY PURCHASE
D ITEMS FROM

BUTCHERY,
FRUIT & VEGE, CHIL

LED, FROZE
N & GROCERY

THAMES

$31070

$26063

$5007SAVING
A Top 10 list of the most frequently shopped items was determined across the following supermarket departments:
Butchery, Fruit & Vege, Chilled, Frozen and Grocery using data provided by NielsenIQ through its Homescan Service for
the most frequently shopped items in Total Supermarkets, New Zealand; 24-week period ending 11 August 2024. Copyright
© 2024, Nielsen Consumer LLC. The price comparison uses the advertised prices from the stores above on 24/07/2025. 5
products were excluded as not advertised as in stock at one or more stores. See paknsave.co.nz/pricecheck for full T&Cs.

*Remove 24/08/2025

THAMES
24/07/2025

TOTAL

WOOLWORTHS
PAEROA
24/07/2025

TOTAL
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Scent, 4 Pearls of wisdom, 11 Bight, 14 Decry, 15 Consequence, 16 Evidence, 19 Attempt,
20 Plain, 21 Espionage, 24 Overjoyed, 26 Croaky, 27 Handle, 31 Apart, 32 Barbaric, 34 Prejudiced, 38
Devious, 39 Instep, 40 Smooch, 41 Star, 42 Flooded, 45 Soundtrack, 50 Swindle, 54 Rain, 55 Styled,
56 Second, 57 Vagrant, 60 Equivocate, 61 Indolent, 62 Tower, 65 Jurors, 66 Canary, 67 Advertise, 72
Rehearsal, 73 Sieve, 74 Flannel, 79 Obliging, 80 Play for time, 81 Fight, 82 Start, 83 Tickled to death, 84
Learn.

DOWN: 2 Create, 3 Nerve, 5 Eros, 6 Resolve, 7 Sequin, 8 Flex, 9 Incision, 10 Moving, 11 Bodyguards, 12
Gone, 13 Treacle, 17 Spare, 18 Wickerwork, 22 Loyal, 23 Educated, 25 Vertigo, 26 Cockpit, 28 Appeal, 29
Proton, 30 Ejects, 33 Banjo, 35 Dirge, 36 Luge, 37 Asia, 42 Force, 43 Obituary, 44 Detect, 45 Split hairs,
46 Undo, 47 Destiny, 48 Recede, 49 Canal, 51 Wrap, 52 Nervous, 53 Linked, 58 Overweight, 59 Unwed, 63
Parallel, 64 Still, 65 Jealous, 68 Devotee, 69 Peanut, 70 Kimono, 71 Tether, 75 Noise, 76 Flea, 77 Eyed, 78
Omit.

231

ACROSS
1 Poem (5)
4 Under hire purchase
(2,3,5-5)
14 Baggy (5)
15 Reek (5)
16 Not shortened (10)
17 Play (5)
19 Cancelled (3)
20 Take for granted (7)
21 Hearth (9)
22 Contestant (6)
25 Cause to feel
awkward (9)
27 Unhealthy-looking
(6)
28 Size increase (6)
33 Fenced in (10)
35 Large snake (3)
36 One who dies for a
cause (6)
37 Court order (4)
39 Plant with pods (3)
41 Out of the ordinary
(7)
42 Desk (6)
43 Track and field
events (9)
44 Flatten (5)
45 An so on (8)
50 Thank you (2)
51 Make curious (8)
55 Change (5)
58 Comrade (9)
59 Chant (6)
60 Give up all hope (7)
61 Have (3)
63 Falsified (4)
64 Nailed (anag)(6)
65 Family (3)

66 In an uproar (10)
68 Synopsis (6)
69 Peak (6)
71 Insect killer (9)
76 Follow secretly (6)
77 Soldier’s heavy
garment (9)
79 Let down (7)
81 Small bed (3)
84 Proportion (5)
85 Sign (10)
86 Powdered tobacco
(5)
87 Prime (5)
88 Insignificant
quantity (1,4,2,3,5)
89 Girl’s name; pale
green gemstone (5)

DOWN
2 Total (6)
3 Subsides (5)
5 Nil (4)
6 Crossbreeds (7)
7 Sounds (6)
8 Purposeful
surveillance (5)
9 Extremist (7)
10 Small whirlpool (4)
11 Facilitate (6)
12 Spinning blade (5)
13 Egotistic (7)
14 Whistle cord (7)
18 Spotless (10)
23 Commerce (5)
24 Diary (7)
26 Reclaim (anag)(7)
27 Shoulder blade (7)
29 Caution (7)
30 Stringed figure (6)

31 Monks’ building (5)
32 Punctuation mark
(6)
34 Barrel (4)
36 Pale purple colour
(5)
38 Sample (5)
40 Learn (4)
45 Surpass (5)
46 Vie (7)
47 Side (4)
48 Brought up (6)
49 Backless seat (5)
50 Bauble (7)
52 Symbol on music
(6,4)
53 Seize and hold (7)
54 Peerless (6)
55 Old item (7)
56 Rise (5)
57 Tangle (4)
62 Vacate (5)
67 Competition (7)
68 Get (7)
70 Cocktail (7)
72 Stretchy (7)
73 Kicked (6)
74 Frozen drip (6)
75 Airless (6)
76 Wander (5)
78 Accounts check (5)
80 Spear (5)
82 Horseback sport (4)
83 Unconscious state
(4)

 SUDOKU               211

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                231
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MORTGAGEESALE

PreecePoint 3035TikiRoad

2.5036ha

Auction (will notbesoldprior) 11am,Thu 14Aug2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.30-11.15amSun3Aug
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Mortgageeauction - lifestyleblocknear town
Just4minutes fromCoromandel township, this2.5036hectare (moreor less)parcelofbare landoffersyouthe
opportunity tocreateyourdreamlifestyle inoneofNewZealand’smost sought-after locations.Theresagenerous
amountof flat landtoworkwithandnobuildings inplace, this isagenuineblankcanvas.Whetheryou're thinkinga
weekendretreat, small lifestyle setup,or somethingoff-grid, there'splentyof spacehere toshape ityourway.Set in
theever-changingCoromandelPeninsula, you’ll besurroundedbyworld-famousbeaches, scenicbushwalks, anda
rangeofoutdooradventures—allwithineasy reach.

bayleys.co.nz/2180821

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

MORTGAGEESALE

PreecePoint 3195ATikiRoad

2.6707ha

Auction (will notbesoldprior) 11am,Thu 14Aug2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.30-11.15amSun3Aug
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Mortgageeauction -opportunityknockshere
Justminutes fromCoromandel township, this2.6707hectare (moreor less) sliceof landsitsquietlyback fromthe
road,offeringprivacyand flatcontour.Stockyardsarealreadyonsite, andthespace lends itselfwell tograzing,
hobby farming,ora future lifestylebuild.There’s roomtorunanimals,growfood,orcreateaweekendbaseclose to
town—withoutcompromising thepeaceandprivacy.Only4minutes fromCoromandel township, you’reperfectly
positionedtoenjoy thebestof thearea.Cafés, shops, schools, and local servicesareallwithineasy reach.World-class
fishing,boat ramps,beaches, andbushwalksarenearby—makingthisagreatbase forbothworkandweekend living.

bayleys.co.nz/2180823
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NEWLISTING

Thames 401MillingtonPlace

4 1 3 1 1
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
4pm,Wed20Aug2025
459PollenStreet,Thames
View 12.30-1pmSun3Aug&Sun 10Aug
orbyappointment
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sunsetsandroomtoplay
Immaculatelymaintainedandbeautifullypresented, thiselevatedhomeenjoys townandFirthviewsandexcellent
flexibility. Sunlight fills theopen-plan living that flows toanorth-facingArchgola-covereddeck.Threebedrooms
(includingamasterwithensuite), familybathroom,andseparate toiletcomplete themain level.Comfort isassured
with twoheatpumps,woodburner, andall-daysun.Downstairs: fourthbedroom,bathroom,office, and internal
accessgarage/workshop.Outdoorsoffers736sqm(moreor less)ofeasy-caregardens, veggiebeds,BBQarea,
carport, andampleparking.

Justminutes to town,andwithin 1.5hoursofmajorcities—this is lifestyleand liveability.

bayleys.co.nz/2180826

Matatoki 244MatatokiRoad

1.69ha 4 2 2
AskingPrice $1,250,000
View2-2.30pmSat2Aug
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Twohomes–Multi-generationor income
After35yearswithone family, this 1.69ha(moreor less)propertyofferscharm, flexibilityandmulti-dwellingappeal.
The refreshedweatherboardbungalowfeaturesmatai floors, a farmhousekitchen, andFrenchdoors to thegarden.A
woodburneraddswintercomfort.Privately setback, theseconddwelling isamodernblacksteel-cladunitwithclean
interiorsandacoveredpergola, ideal forguests, extendedfamilyor income.Flat, fenced land includesmature trees,
fruit trees, shedsandametaldriveway.Bothhomesarewell kept,offeringspaceand lifestyleversatility.Close to
schools, townshipsandtheHaurakiRail Trail,withvendors readytomove,don’tmiss thisopportunity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630095
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 10RuaOnePlace

1,557sqm 3 3
AskingPrice $1,375,000
View3-3.30pmSun3Aug&9-9.30amSun 10Aug
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Beachfrontbrilliance– sophistication, style, andspace
Anchoredat thewater’sedgeonano-exit road, thiselevated 1,557sqm(moreor less)beachfrontpropertycaptures
sweepingviewsacross theFirthofThames to theCoromandelandHunuaRanges.The three-bedroom, three-ensuite
+ toilethome isbuilt for longevity,withconcreteblockwalls, native timberaccents, andadumbwaiterconnecting
both levels.Arimubenchtopwarmsthemainkitchen,withakitchenettebelow.Expansiveglazing frames thesea.A
Dolomite filtrationsystemand75,000Lwater storageenhance function.Withdirectwateraccess,Airbnbpotential
andsubdivisionprospects (subject tocouncil approval), this isaboldandpractical coastaloffering.

bayleys.co.nz/2630046

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Thames BNTBuilding,304PollenStreet

508sqm 436sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu 14Aug2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GeoffGraham021 733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Nationalbrandedtenant– Entry level investment
• National tenant– leadingautomotivepartsdistributor
• Mainstreet locationwithcustomerparkingandrear service lane
• Returning$55,352perannumplusGSTandoutgoings
• Sixyear lease fromNovember2023with3years rightof renewal

Entry level investmentopportunity suitable forpassive investors.The436sqm(approximately) retail/warehousesits
on508sqm(approximately)ofcommerciallyzoned land.BNTAutomotivehaveoperatedhere for20years.Enjoy
steadyreturnswith thiseasilymanagedcommercial investment in theengine roomof theCoromandel!

bayleys.co.nz/2180805
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS

Stellar club debut for Fox Den fighters
The challenge had been issued 

to fighters across the country; 
and on July 5 it was Paeroa’s Fox 
Den Combat Gym which came out 
on top, with three of its members 
claiming belts and World Kick-
boxing Association New Zealand 
titles.

‘Hauraki Combat’ was Fox 
Den’s first official fight event since 
opening its doors late last year.
Held at the Paeroa War Memorial 
Hall, the event featured 25 fights 
involving 13 Fox Den members.    

Mikayla (Kayla) Fatamaka, 16, 
took out the NZ Junior Women’s 
title against Hunni Fariu from 
SALT Gym in Auckland; while 
31-year-old Tim Lingley beat out 
Auckland New Era Gym’s Jeff 
Tautogi for the Regional North Is-
land title. 

The headliner fight against 
Forged Fitness Rotorua’s Issac 
Morgan-Rangikataua was won by 
Kayla’s brother Leighton Fatama-
ka, 17, who now holds the Cruiser-
weight NZ Junior title. 

Kayla and Leighton’s father, 
coach and former fighter Zack Fa-
tamaka said the trio, and all of the 
club’s fighters, worked hard for 
their achievements. 

“I’m proud of these guys. Some 
really good wins, some hard losses, 
but lessons learned for us,” Zack 
said. “We’re back to the drawing 
board at the moment - we’re just 
changing the way we’re training to 
accommodate what we picked up 

in terms of fighters’ performance, 
the way they’re moving.”

Fox Den Combat Gym, which in-
itially ran under the name Paeroa 
Boxing and Fitness, closed down 
during Covid-19. It wasn’t until 
late last year that Leighton con-
vinced his father Zack to revive the 
club. 

“I do have a history with [kick-
boxing]. But at the time, it was 
either become a full-time profes-
sional fighter or create my roof-
ing and building business,” Zack 
said. “And then in the middle 
of last year, Leighton started... 
saying, ‘Dad, can you train me, 

please?’They’ve reignited my love 
for the sport.” 

In just nine months, Leighton 
has claimed four belts. Along with 
his most recent title, he also holds 
two North Central Island titles, 
and is the NZ Iron Fist 90kg cham-
pion. “It was actually just meant to 
be a little bit of a side thing and 
then sort of took over our life,” 
Leighton said. “We’ve trained 
pretty hard. I thought I was fit as 
when I first started… Then I had 
my first fight and nah. 

“I love it though. I love to grind, 
love being busy. Keeps me sane.”

Leighton’s success soon drew 

Kayla into the ring as well, and in 
just seven months’ training, she’s 
also taken to the sport completely. 

“I love it. It takes a lot of pres-
sure off when I come back from 
work - I just bang the pads,” she 
said. 

July 5 was Kayla’s first five-
rounder fight, and although she 
came away “knackered”, she was 
thrilled with the result. 

Tim, meanwhile, has been in the 
sport for a couple of years, after 
switching codes from boxing and 
training for a time in Hamilton. 
He loves the tight-knit Fox Den 
community, he said, which thrives 

on the dedication of the Fatama-
ka family. “It’s a huge amount of 
time, and you don’t make money 
off it. Zack and [wife] Tracey, 
they’ve got their own family, their 
own business. Life is very full,” he 
said. “It doesn’t happen without 
them.”

There was a lot of support from 
the Jacobsen and Laurent families 
too, Zack said, who along with the 
club’s sponsors have put an enor-
mous amount of time and energy 
into keeping things running. 

Now, the fighters are working 
towards their next event on Oc-
tober 4, ‘Hard Knocks’. “It’s good 
to see the rewards come through 
with the wins and stuff. But Oc-
tober 4th is a big one. It’s interna-
tional opponents coming in.”

His fighters were up for the 
challenge, he said. 

“We have a programme called 
Couch to Coached. You train like 
a fighter, you eat like a fighter, and 
you go to fight after your 20 weeks’ 
training. We do a lot of road work. 
We do a lot of pad work, a lot of 
gym work, a lot of IQ stuff.

“[Leighton’s] got a really strong 
mindset, which is good because a 
lot of these guys feed on that. They 
see him working and putting in 
the effort.”

But the titles and belts are just a 
bonus for Leighton. 

“They’re not what I’m chasing, 
really. The main goal [is] to get my 
last name out there and rep my 
family,” he said.
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The fighters and coaches at 
Fox Den Combat say it’s their 

willingness to work really hard 
which sets them apart from 

the competition. 
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