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sales@garagedoors2000.co.nz
Sectional and roller

garage doors

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Valley Profile writing and youth work spark first book, P3

BACK TO BACK
History repeats itself for Waihī Athletic Rugby Club, who took out the Premier 

Championship final over Paeroa for the second year in a row. 
Turn to P16-17 for more

Waihī Athletic Senior A men celebrate their win over 
Paeroa in Whitianga on Saturday.     Photo: TVRFU
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Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

Incorporating the latest in Plasma Cutters, MIG,
ARC and TIG technology - Weldtech products
offer professional welding results and simple

setup for all welding requirements and skill levels.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Carswell Con-
struction ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Pippa
Jackson

Residential and
lifestyle sales

Thames-
Coromandel

00027 747 7000
MH Realty

Bayleys Thames
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Venomous sea snake sighted
Reports of a venomous visitor to a 

Coromandel beach had the Depart-
ment of Conservation (DOC) warning 
the public to keep their distance last 
week. 

DOC said it received reports of a yel-
low-bellied sea snake washing up on 
Whangamatā beach on July 10. 

In a social media post, the agency 
warned beach-goers not to approach or 
handle the brightly-coloured creature, 
and to keep children and dogs clear as 
well. 

“Although they are generally docile, 
these snakes are highly venomous, so 
it’s important not to approach or handle 

them,” the post said. 
“[They] will not bite if left alone and 

given space. If that were to happen, seek 
medical attention.”

Yellow-bellied sea snakes are natu-
rally found in tropical waters and occa-
sionally arrive in New Zealand carried 
by ocean currents, DOC said. 

While DOC rangers were unable to lo-
cate the snake, the agency’s senior sci-
ence advisor Dr Karen Middlemiss said 
it was unlikely to have survived. 

“The snake was likely washed to our 
shores in recent stormy weather and 
this is not unexpected,” she told The 
Profile. 

“Given it’s winter, and the cool water 
temperature, the Whangamatā animal 
will likely have been hypothermic and 
will not have survived long.”

DOC said the snakes were a protected 
species under the Wildlife Act, and it 
was an offence to harass, harm, kill or 
keep any part of them. 

“Penalties can include up to one 
year imprisonment or a fine of up to 
$100,000,” the social media post said. 

“If you see one… call the DOC hotline 
on 0800 DOC HOT (0800 362 468) to 
report it immediately. 

“Please send in photos and GPS co-
ordinates.”

A file photo of a yellow-bellied sea snake.        
       Photo: LUIS CORREA/DOC
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EMAIL

Hauraki DistrictCouncil,Waikato RegionalCouncil and yourCommunity
Panel have been busy behind the scenes of the Hauraki PlainsAdaptation
Planning project.

We’ve reached amajor projectmilestonewith the preparation of the flood
hazardmodelling results, andwe’re keen to share themwith you. Just
as importantly, wewant to hear what flooding you experienced on your
property or farm in the 2017 and 2023 storms to help validate themodelling.

This project is partially funded by central government’s
BetterOff Funding package to invest in the wellbeing
of our communities.

Ngātea drop-in session
Wednesday 23 July
2-4pm and 5-7pm
Ngātea Rugby and Sports Club
Hugh Hayward Domain

KŌREROMAI STORYMAP

Tūrua Market
Sunday 20 July
9am-1pm
Tūrua Hall

You can also reach out to the
Community Panel by emailing
plainsadaptation@gmail.com

Come along to
our open days!

Find outmoreTALK
to us

Come see us at our publiic
events this July to chat to the
team and find out more.

50%
off.
Swisstek
Select.

50%
off.
Chiropractic
HDXReflex.

55%
off.
Serenity
Breeze.

40%
off.
Chiropractic
HDRadiate.

30 months
interest
free*
On in-store purchases
$999 & over ‘til 220725

55%
off.
Sanctuary
Midnight.

Birthday.

Sale.

*Offer valid to 22.07.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details.
We reserve the rigght to correct errors and mispprints and to changge pproduct sppecifications. All pproducts are advertised in ggood faith and will be available, exceppt in circumstances beyyond our control. Product rangges varyy between stores and some pproducts are available in selected stores

Stores
across NZ.

55
Day comfort
guarantee.

30

$999 & over til 22.07.25.

*Off lid 22 0725 hil k l Di ff l l d b d d b ddi

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Profile writing and youth work spark first book

Michael Wilkes is on day 
one of recording his 

audiobook for the soon-to-be-
released The Unschooled Life.

“Don’t mind my voice,” he 
says. “I’ve been talking all day, 
and it’s way more exhausting 
than I thought. I like talking, 
but this is different.”

The Unschooled Life is Mi-
chael’s debut book, published 
in both hard-copy and audio 
formats, and is described by 
the author as a “field guide 
drawn from a decade of front-
line youth work”.

In the Thames and Paeroa 
areas, the father-of-four is 
known for running his men-
toring and resilience pro-
grammes, as well as for his 
weekly column in The Valley 
Profile, and it was these tran-
scripts that inspired him to 
turn his teachings into some-
thing tangible.

Taking all of his excerpts, 
accounts, and life lessons, 
he weaved them together to 
form what is now his finished 
product - set to be released on 
August 1. “Doing the self-pub-
lishing journey, it’s quite a big, 
daunting thing,” he says, “even 
though I could just launch 
it into the nether - but then 
that’s where it would stay.”

Tossing The Unschooled Life 
into the great unknown isn’t 

an option for Michael. 
He wants the book to reach 

- and help - as many people 
as possible, and in doing so, it 
could raise funds for the youth 
work he’s so passionate about.

“It is a journey where I’m 
hoping to continue doing this 
sort of stuff, plus some online 
courses,” he says, “and the goal 
is to fund the youth work and 

actually, hopefully, fund an-
other ministry idea that’s been 
really percolating in me over 
the last eight months.”

Michael has also launched an 
online fundraising campaign at 
kickstarter.com which has so 
far raised $1994 of his initial 
$2300 goal.

The money raised, he says, 
will help produce the audio-

book version, as well as launch 
a marketing push “to reach the 
people who need this most”.

“Humbled would be the 
word,” he says of the support 
he’s received so far. 

“I read the feedback and I 
just find myself weeping.”

Michael says the book is him 
wearing his heart on his sleeve, 
and contains passages reflect-

ing on his childhood through 
to adulthood.

He plans to host a book 
launch in Thames on August 1, 
but for those wanting to get in 
touch or to read the first chap-
ter, more details can be found 
at his website: michaelwilkes.
kiwi.

Youth worker Michael Wilkes 
is releasing his debut book of 
motivational stories next month.
             Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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OPEN

See ‘learning in action’

Meet key Paeroa College staff

Kai and drinks provided (RSVP 1 Aug)

PAEROA COLLEGE

EVENING

Ka
PROSPECTIVE Y8 STUDENTS

2025

Paeroa College
School Hall

7 AUG@
5.15PM

15 Te Aroha Road 07 862 7579

hi7 AUG

aa

AUAU

aaaa

Kody-Rei, 9, Ngakau, 6, and Cassius, 7, enjoy Whānau Day Out.                                                  Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Whānau fun
People from all walks of life showed out in droves for Whānau 

Day Out at the Waihī Memorial Hall on July 2. The event, run 
by Te Korowai Hauora O Hauraki in collaboration with Hauraki 
District Council, focussed on connection, wellbeing and fun for 
every whānau. The hall was filled with adults, tamariki and stalls 
from local health providers, social services and community groups. 
There were spot prizes and activities for tamariki to enjoy, a free 
sausage sizzle and plenty of opportunities to connect with people 
from the community. Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA snapped 
some of the wholesome activities.

Happy punters Zayla, left, Talon, Nikaia and Kahukura.

Cousins Nehemiah, left, Hadassah and Rebecca.                                             Milan, 15, and Leah, 14, and Tumanako, 11. Te Omeiha, 7, loves her face paint.                                             
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Health Shuttle service.
With the rising cost of fuel and the pressure on other household
expenses, it makes sense for people to utilise the Health Shuttle
service to go to their medical appointments.  There is no charge for
this; simply contribute a donation or koha as you can. Getting to your
appointments is a priority for good health outcomes and the service
is suppois supported by our community for the beneet of our community.

Our Thames Health Shuttle service is available to anyone in the 
Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea wider communities (including Kaiaua) for
transport to attend any kind of health related appointment in those
towns, or to any hospital appointment locally or inter-regionally 
including Hamilton, Auckland and Tauranga localities. Patients can 
have their own support person accompany them if required.

FFor Health Shuttle bookings: phone us on (07) 868 0567 or
0800 934 287 and discuss your needs with us.

Vacancies.
A core part for this service are our volunteer drivers who drive the
shuttles. When we have vacancies, it makes it a little harder for us to
deliver and meet everyones needs or expectations. We currently
have some vacancies so if you want to end out more information 
on being a on being a volunteer driver give us a call on 0800 934 287 

Hato Hone St John - local people helping meet the needs of 
our community

St John Thames

COURSES AVAILABLE
AT VALLEY EDUCATION

AND TRAINING

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

free courses • free transport

Would you like to upskill or change
the direction of your career?

We hold a range of courses that are free of charge
and available to all age groups.

• Foundation Skills L1, 20 weeks
• Mechanical Engineering L2, 25 weeks
• Agriculture L2, 26 weeks
• Retail L2, 15 weeks
• Agriculture, Te Mahi Whenua L3, 15 weeks
• Horticulture L3, 21 weeks

All our courses earn credits,
helping you to gain NCEA Levels 1 and 2

We offer short courses, Barista, Learners, and
Defensive driving, at a charge.
For more information, get in touch.

regularly buy digital music from 
my favourite harp composers de-
spite the fact that I write enough 
music to keep my students busy 
for a lifetime.”

But being this far removed from 
the main harp communities was 
something Anna said “I feel we 
will always have to push to be no-
ticed”.

The passionate harpist said de-
spite being artistic director for 
Harp Fest NZ, a hugely success-
ful event in 2023, with plans in 
the works for a 2026 event, and 
having taught at main harp festi-
vals and events around the world, 
upholding a constant presence at 
online workshops and conferenc-
es and providing copy for inter-
national harp journals and maga-
zines - “there are so many other 
harpists, teachers, composers who 
are right there on the ground”.

“We are at a disadvantage due 
to distance,” she said.

But when international harp-
ists do come to New Zealand - “it 
enriches the local harp scene”, she 
said.

“What other student harpists 
come to realize is that they’re just 
normal everyday people who have 
a passion for the harp. 

“And they’ve worked really hard 
to develop that. And they have 
to practice, too. And they have 
bad days and good days and bits 
of music that they like and don’t 
like,” she said.

“When they start connecting 
to these people, they realize how 
much they’re just other humans, 
too, and have the same wants and 
needs and ouches and successes 
and all that sort of stuff.”

Passionate harpist joins prestigious syllabus
A lot of boxes must be ticked be-

fore someone’s compositions 
can be included in the Trinity Col-
lege London harp exam syllabus.

It requires the right key, time 
signature and use of technical, 
theoretical and musical skills ap-
propriate to each grade level.

It also needs to be the right 
length, with clear and correct no-
tation and must be easily avail-
able.

It’s part of what makes Anna 
Dunwoodie’s recent news so mon-
umental.

The Thames harpist found out a 
few weeks ago that not one or two 
but eight of her compositions fea-
tured in the 2025 Trinity College 
London harp exam syllabus and 
told The Profile it was “a bit of a 
surprise”.

“I didn’t even know they were 
putting a new syllabus out.

“This is a really exciting pros-
pect – to have music written by a 
Kiwi listed in the syllabus of a very 
British institution.”

The internationally recognised 
awarding organisation, estab-
lished in 1872, specialises in the 
assessment of communicative 
and performance skills in music, 
drama, combined arts and Eng-
lish language.

Anna isn’t a lone kiwi in this ex-
perience.

She was joined in the new syl-
labus by fellow Kiwi friend and 
principal harpist for the New Zea-
land Symphony Orchestra Caro-
lyn Mills.

But it was clear that Anna’s en-
thusiasm wasn’t just for herself.

“Hopefully it’ll just raise the 
awareness of the harp scene in 
New Zealand because we’re so far 
away from the rest of the world.”

Even though Anna reached out 
to the Trinity College chief harp 
examiner in 2020 to share her 
music, Anna said it wasn’t until 
harp professor of Berkeley College 
of Music Felice Pomeranz, put An-
na’s sight reading books in front of 
the chief harp examiner and got 
her attention about “that harpist” 

from the other side of the world, 
Anna said.

“There is so much amazing and 
creative noise happening in the 
UK, Europe and the Americas, 
that it’s hard to break into the mar-
ket, and as often happens, thanks 
to someone from ‘over there’ that 
opens doors for those of us on the 
fringes,” she said.

Anna said it was hard to get in-
ternational harpists to come to 
New Zealand

“I’m sure you could relate this 
to pretty much anything. But, you 
know, when we sell New Zealand 
really, really well to them over 
there [internationally], they all 
want to come.”

It was evident Anna’s intent to 
pull the New Zealand harp scene 
closer to the rest of the world was 
a big priority.

“I make a big effort to stay con-
nected – I bring international 
harpists to tour New Zealand, I 

Thames harpist Anna 
Dunwoodie alongside her 

recently acquired harp, 
which has been lovingly 
restored and nearing its 

200th birthday.
 Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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eves.co.nz

Waihi
20 Connell Street 4 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa19870

Character, Space and Potential
This four bedroom character home could be just the
opportunity you’ve been waiting for. Set on a fully
fenced section of 2023m2 (more or less), this four-
bedroom home offers loads of space. For sale as is
where is. Zoned industrial, offers options.

Asking Price $585,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
11 Princes Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19799

A Timeless Treasure
This beautifully restored three-bedroom character
home, has been thoughtfully renovated to blend classic
charm with modern comfort. It features surprising
spaciousness and storage areas rarely seen in a miner’s
cottage.

Asking Price $850,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
32 Galbraith Street 3 3 1 3

eves.co.nz/ewa17936

Surprisingly Spacious
An impressive executive-style home with three double
bedrooms, an oversized master with a walk-in
wardrobe and spacious tiled shower. Detached triple
garaging with a utility room, currently used as a studio,
providing ample space for your vehicles.

Asking Price $885,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
43B Walls Road

eves.co.nz/ewa17279

Your Dream Lifestyle Awaits
Escape to your own piece of paradise with this
extraordinary 3.17-hectare approx (STS) lifestyle section.
Nestled in a tranquil location with flat to rolling
contours, this land is a canvas for your dream home.
Bordering bush and experiencing the serenity of nature.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
22 Galbraith Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa20292

First Home, Invest or Downsize
Nice sunny position find this tidy easy care home.
Inside enjoy light open plan living, dining with a
functional kitchen. There are two heat-pumps, HRV and
new carpet throughout. Ramp access at the rear and
carport. Call Dynasty to arrange a time to view.

Asking Price $530,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Dynasty Holtz
EVESWaihi Top Achiever
for June
Are you thinking of selling, or know
someone who is? Do you want to know
what your property is worth in the current
market? Give me a call to discuss a free
no obligation appraisal.

022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

EVESWaihi / June

Boundary lines are indicative only

Price Reduction

Waihi
730 Waitawheta Road

eves.co.nz/ewa15064

Motivated Vendors Move Now
Set conveniently on the outskirts of Waihi township
with expansive views. This 2.3 ha (approx.) block is a
blank canvas with no covenants there is flexiblity and
freedom. Build your dream lifestyle here. Call Dynasty
to arrange a viewing or for further information.

Asking Price $625,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Visit Snowden’s for your suits, sports coats,

and all dress and formal requirements.

There is always plenty to see at Snowden’s.

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Thames High changemaker wins award
Brooklyn Jiang’s motiva-

tion to take initiative came 
from something he learned 
this year: “nothing will happen 
unless you do something about 
it”.

The Thames High School 
service and environment stu-
dent leader for 2025 told The 
Profile he saw a lot of young 
people at his school who 
showed initiative in what they 
loved to do and was “inspired 
by them”.

The 16-year-old’s ambitions 
were to receive an excellence 
endorsement in most of his 
courses and in NCEA Level 2, 
to be head boy next year and 
study engineering at Auckland 
University when he finished 
school, he said.

“I want to develop either 
sustainable modes of transport 
or work at Rocket Lab.”

But in the meantime, the 
year-12 student’s role as ser-
vice leader was something he 
actioned as a student volun-
teer ambassador, where he 
promoted and encouraged his 
peers to volunteer in the com-
munity. 

Brooklyn currently has more 
than 450 hours of volunteer-
ing up his sleeve. 

“I’m also an observer on the 
Seagull Centre Trust, and I ob-
serve their monthly meetings 

and give valuable feedback to 
them.”

His work with the trust is 
something that led him to snap 
up an award for Community 
Contribution at the Waikato 
Youth Awards, hosted by a 

youth-led initiative called Ran-
gatahi Voices on May 24 at the 
Waikato Regional Council.

The awards recognise and 
celebrate young creatives, lead-
ers and changemakers from 
across the Waikato region.

Brooklyn said it was really 
hard to put into words what he 
felt but “I still can’t believe it”.

“It was because of my role as 
a student volunteer ambassa-
dor and that I built a relation-
ship between my school and 

THS student Brooklyn Jiang and his family celebrate his Rangatahi Voices Award.                       Photo: SUPPLIED                    

the Seagull Centre with their 
Natural Organic Waste Solu-
tions, or NOW for short.

“This is a trial to convert 
food waste into protein-filled 
animal feed by farming black 
soldier fly larvae in a safe, hy-
gienic manner.”

Brooklyn said on the same 
day they had a school meet-
ing on ways to minimise food 
waste from school, he went 
to the Seagull Centre Trust 
meeting and they discussed 
the project and their need for 
sources of food waste. 

He said it was a productive 
day because “I put the puzzle 
pieces together”.

The young leader said he 
was persistent and liked to 
be busy, so after he received 
his Rangatahi Voices Award, 
he was motivated to start up 
Green Leaders - a small group 
of students who aim to make 
their school more sustainable.

“We brainstorm and propose 
ideas to lower our carbon foot-
print. The big one was to in-
stall solar panels on our school 
roof.”

Brooklyn said the group 
submitted their ideas in an 
application for the Zayed Sus-
tainability Prize, which is up 
to USD$150,000, and will be 
announced in October.

“My goal in this role is to 
make our school and our local 
community a little greener.”

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas. All residents enjoy the
use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
ALL ENQUIRIES WELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLA OPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Foul play suspected in fatal fire at ‘big house’
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Around 20 minutes to two on 
Christmas morning in 1880, Ed-

ward Scott, a fishmonger, was woken 
by a dog’s bark.

He then heard footsteps going to-
wards the ‘big house’, the name resi-
dents of Cook St, Thames, had given 
to the spacious building close to Wil-
liam Greenville’s mining battery in 
the Hape Creek. The house, owned 
by Mr Greenville, sat alone on a 
mound and was rather a grand sight. 
It could only be approached from 
the road by a pathway, or through a 
slip rail bordering Edward’s house. It 
was tenanted by 35-year-old Irish-
man Jimmy Adams, a tributer in Mr 
Greenville’s mine.

Edward, hearing nothing more, fell 
asleep again but his wife woke him 
about 20 minutes to three after hear-
ing the sounds of windows smashing.

He got up and ran outside thinking 
someone had set fire to his smoke 
house out the back, but instead it 
was the big house on fire. As he ran 
towards the gate the house began 
exploding. First the north side of the 
house blew out, followed by the four 
corners of the building, then the sky-

light, then the dining room. 
The fire bells rang out about 3am, 

and the Grahamstown and Short-
land Fire Brigades were quickly on 
the scene. Helped by the police and 
neighbours, they used every effort to 
save the building, but it was useless 
as the house was completely envel-
oped in flames. 

A quantity of blasting powder for 
use in Greenville’s mine was stored 
in the house and this had detonated.

Fears were held for Jimmy who 
had been seen returning home about 
1am and at the time of the fire could 
not be found. Spectators carried 
buckets of water from the creek to 
douse the burning embers. 

Around 6am Jimmy’s remains were 
found as well as a watch, 12 shillings 
8 pence, a pair of spectacles and a 
knife. It was said that Mr Greenville 
placed the greatest confidence in 
Jimmy, letting him stay in the prem-
ises where stores of gunpowder were 
kept. Jimmy had always been a trust-
worthy and quiet man, and his sober 
habits were never questioned. But 
rumours began to surface that Mr 
Greenville was deceived.

Jimmy had frequently been seen 
wending his way home in a state of 
insobriety, and on more than one oc-
casion, knowing that gunpowder was 
stored on the premises, neighbours 
entered the house at a late hour and 
extinguished Jimmy’s candle. 

Jimmy had come to Thames with 
a considerable sum of money some 
three years previously, most of which 
he subsequently lost. He was then 
employed as a carter, before working 
in Mr Greenville’s mine.

The day before the fire he had 
found payable gold, the proceeds of 
which he obtained at the bank. He 
was known to have money on him. 

Weekly Quiz
1. What year was the Treaty of 
Waitangi signed? 
2. Which chemical element has 
the highest melting point? 
3. In Greek mythology, who flew 
too close to the sun? 
4. Which New Zealand town is 
famous for hosting an annual 
celebration of the carrot, 
including a giant carrot statue 
and themed events?
5. Which country is credited with 
the invention of paper? 
6. What is the capital city 
of the Canadian province 
Saskatchewan? 
7. Who was the mythological 
king cursed to turn everything he 
touched into gold? 
8. According to a recent story in 
The Valley Profile, what unusual 
type of waste did the students 
clean up in the Karangahake 
Gorge? 
9. Which physicist developed the 
theory of general relativity? 
10. What is the rarest human 
blood type?

ANSWERS: 1. 1840; 2. Tungsten; 3. Icarus; 
4. Ohakune — known as the “carrot 
capital” of New Zealand; 5. China; 6. 
Regina; 7. King Midas; 8. Raw meat; 9. 
Albert Einstein; 10. AB negative

would not object to an adjournment 
due to the day being a holiday. At this 
stage the inquest was adjourned until 
after Christmas.

On the inquest resuming it was 
established that although Jimmy’s 
general conduct was excellent, that 
he returned home somewhat intoxi-
cated on Christmas Eve was beyond 
question.

The evidence of William Greenville, 
owner of the big house, was electri-
fying. He said he knew Jimmy well 
and had last seen him about 9pm on 
Christmas Eve, perfectly sober. Jimmy 
and his party had sold 14ozs 13dwts 
of gold to the Bank of New Zealand 
for which 34 pounds 5 shillings was 
paid. He never saw the sign of drink 
on Jimmy and never heard him use a 
bad word in his life.

“I have been threatened by a per-
son that, if I did not do certain things, 
I should be ‘gone for.’ I have reason 
to suspect foul play. I informed the 
police of the person suspected by 
me,” he said. The house fire was de-
liberate; someone was having a ‘go’ 
at William. Either that or someone 
was after the money Jimmy was sup-
posed to have had. The Coroner said 
the police had interviewed the per-
son spoken of, and had decided that 
they had little or nothing to say. 

After a lengthy hearing the ver-
dict was reached that Jimmy Adams 
came by his death by fire, but how or 
in what manner the fire arose, there 
was no evidence to show.

Jimmy’s funeral was largely attend-
ed considering it was the holidays 
and there had been no notice. He 
was buried at Shortland Cemetery.

But doubts lingered about the ex-
plosion at Hape Creek and a feeling 
remained that the fire was not alto-
gether an accident.

A mining powder keg. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

Rumour now said voices were dis-
tinctly heard in the building between 
the time of Jimmy’s return home and 
the conflagration, including the cry of 
“Murder!”

The inquest was nearly as fiery as 
the explosion. The jury foreman in-
quired how long it was likely to last as 
this was a season in which all wished 
to enjoy themselves. He asked for 
an adjournment. Mr Dodd, who ap-
peared on behalf of Jimmy’s relatives, 
said he had intended asking for an 
adjournment also, but for different, 
darker, reasons - “I tell you plainly, we 
suspect foul play.”

Sergeant-Major O’Grady, of the po-
lice, was incensed at this suggestion. 
There was no suspicion of foul play, 
and consequently there could be no 
difficulty in proceeding with the in-
quest. The inquest got underway with 
frequent head butting between the 
two; Sergeant-Major O’Grady pro-
testing that Mr Dodd was interfering 
with the inquiry. After some testimo-
ny was taken the Foreman asked for 
an adjournment as all the evidence 
was contradictory and perfectly un-
satisfactory. Sergeant-Major O’Grady 
said he was of a different opinion. 

The Coroner remarked that the 
evidence was straightforward, but he 
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Materialists (109 mins) M. Comedy. A young, ambitious New York City matchmaker finds herself torn
between the perfect match and her imperfect ex.\ Starring Dakota Johnson, Chris Evans, Pedro Pascal etc.
Roger Waters This is Not a Drill: Live from Prague (143 mins) Live show from a founding member
and creative force behind Pink Floyd. Captures performances from some of the most influential albums of
all time – The Dark Side Of The Moon, Wish You Were Here, Animals and The Wall. Two screenings only.
The House Within (71 mins) Documentary film paints an intimate portrait of the fascinating and
often tumultuous life of internationally celebrated New Zealand writer Dame Fiona Kidman.
Superman (129 mins) M. The original superhero driven by compassion and an inherent belief in
the goodness of humankind. A singular blend of epic action, humour and heart.
Bank Of Dave 2 (104 mins) M. Dave takes on the dangerous and formidable payday loan companies. He
recruits Jessica and Oliver to his cause. Together they embark on a journey to bring down the entire industry.
Kōkā (100 mins) M. Māori elder Hamo and local delinquent Jo form an unlikely bond on a road trip.
F1: The Movie (156 mins) M. A Formula One driver comes out of retirement to mentor and team up with a
younger driver. From the filmmakers from Top Gun. Stars Brad Pitt. Shot during actual Grand Prix weekends.
How To Train Your Dragon (125 mins) PG. Despite an ancient threat, the friendship between an
inventive Viking and a Night Fury dragon becomes the key to both species forging a new future together.
Lilo & Stitch (108 mins) PG. The funny and touching story of a lonely Hawaiian girl and the fugitive alien.
The Salt Path (115 mins) M. A couple embark on a year-long trek along the coast of Cornwall.

Movies from Thursday 17 July to Wednesday 23 July
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us. You can

book online, by ringing or emailing us, or by popping into the cinema when it’s open.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

SPORTS REPORTS
Thames Women storm to summit 
after 3-1 Triumph in Taupō
Thames Football Club Women 
braved the wet conditions for 
their longest away trip of the sea-
son, heading to Taupō in search 
of another key result in their title 
charge. 

Their only defeat of the cam-
paign had come at the hands of 
Taupō, who previously edged a 
5-4 thriller in the reverse fixture at 
Rhodes Park. This was a chance to 
settle the score and move to the 
top of the league with a win.

It was a somewhat messy open-
ing period as Thames struggled 
to find their rhythm, with Taupō 
dominating possession, setting an 
impressive early tempo and tak-
ing the early lead following a de-
fensive mix-up.

At the 30-minute mark, Thames 
responded aggressively. Ceyda 
Nemburt capped off an impres-
sive team move by confidently 
slotting the ball home, thanks to a 
perfectly placed assist from Meg-
an Jamieson. 

Nemburt remained a constant 
threat, coming close to scoring 
again just minutes later as Thames 
continued to apply pressure. 

Samantha Chamberlain then 
linked up effectively with Jessica 
Rendall, whose shot was expertly 
saved by Makayla Thorley in the 
Taupō goal. 

Chamberlain kept troubling the 
hosts’ defense, almost putting 
Thames ahead with a brilliant solo 
run and strike.

With Thames turning the screw, 
a dangerous Taupō free kick was 
expertly cleared by Emma Hinds-
Senior, who charged down the 
pitch to counter-attack. The cap-

Thames Football Club’s Samantha Chamberlain clears the danger.       Photos: MARK BROWN/ONE OF A KIND PHOTOGRAPHY

FOOTBALL

Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

tain carried the ball confidently 
and unleashed a powerful shot 
that was brilliantly saved again by 
Thorley. 

That attack marked the final 
action of the half, with the game 
finely poised at 1-1.

Thames came out with renewed 
purpose after the break, knowing 
they had to be more clinical.

A corner combination involv-
ing Jamieson eventually found 
Brooke Douglas on the edge of 
the box, whose effort was turned 
in by Hinds-Senior to put Thames 
ahead 2–1 - the perfect start to 
the second half. Jamieson contin-

ued to be a key provider, deliver-
ing another well-weighted ball to 
Douglas, who forced another save 
from the tireless Thorley.

With Taupō looking danger-
ous on the break, Taimania Hinds 
stepped up, anchoring the Thames 
backline and calmly repelling wave 
after wave of counter-attacks. 

Then came a moment of real 
quality: a free kick from Doug-
las deep in her own half found 
Jess Rendall, who flicked it on 
to Chamberlain. Chamberlain 
swiveled and rifled a shot into the 
net to make it 3-1, giving Thames 
crucial breathing room.

Thames ended the game with a 
flurry of chances, refusing to re-
lent. Chamberlain nearly added 
a fourth after Tanuja Edvalson 
threaded a clever ball into the 
box, but her effort drifted just 
wide. Douglas came close again 
with a thunderous free kick that 
rattled the crossbar before Nem-
burt was denied from close range.

Thames managed the closing 
stages with composure, deter-
mined not to let Taupō back into 
the contest, with the referee call-
ing an end to a brilliant second-
half display.

It was a long but reward-

ing trip for Thames FC Women, 
who claimed all three points and 
climbed to the top of the table.

They now sit one point ahead of 
both Melville Epics and Northern 
United - the latter were held to 
a 2-2 draw by Cambridge Rubies 
earlier in the afternoon.

“I thought the team were bril-
liant today, Taupō came out strong 
in the first half but we were able 
to react,” manager Xavier Brown 
said. “The aim now is to keep up 
this momentum and hold that 
number one spot for the rest of 
the season.”

- Jonathan Coles

Emma Hinds-Senior bursts forward.

Ceyda Nemburt with the equaliser.

Jessica Rendall and Samantha Cham-
berlain celebrate.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Need metal or aggregate?

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

WE SUPPLY

CRUSHER DUST

AND CLAY

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ | 0800 10 87 27

Despite these challenges, the 
community has much to celebrate.

Local efforts have removed over 
6000 rats and 3000 possums in 
their small 33km² area of New 
Zealand, helping to restore bal-
ance in local bush and dune eco-
systems, and giving native species 
and the forest canopy a chance to 
recover.

The programme combines cut-
ting-edge technology with grass-
roots wisdom, including valuable 
advice from 103-year-old local 
conservation enthusiast George 
Clark. 

George recently shared his tried-

and-true trapping tips with the 
Predator-Free team before new 
traplines were installed in the Trig 
area.

“You’ve got to pre-bait the tra-
plines first – feed the possums 
up. Don’t set them straight away,” 
George said. 

“Give the possums a few nights 
to get used to the bait, say four or 
five, then you’ll get the lot. Works 
every time.”

Sure enough, the traplines have 
delivered – thanks to George’s 
golden rule.

To support and scale these ef-
forts, Air New Zealand has con-

tributed thousands through its 
Every Corner Environment Fund. 
The funding will be used to extend 
trapping zones, enhance remote 
monitoring, and train more volun-
teers.

Environmental and Sustainabil-
ity Co-ordinator for Waihī Beach 
Pippa Coombes said “supporting 
communities like Waihī Beach 
to protect and restore Aotearoa’s 
unique environment is a key part 
of our sustainability vision”.

“This is a project led with heart, 
science, and determination, and 
we’re proud to be part of it.”

However, the fight is far from 

over. Possums are entering the 
area from the far side of the 
Ōrokawa Scenic Reserve and 
Athenree Gorge, and ferret sight-
ings are increasing.

 But momentum was strong, and 
the community was determined to 
stay ahead of the threat, she said.
DETAILS: Locals are urged to report 
sightings, adopt a trap from the 
Waihī Beach trap library, volunteer 
on traplines, or donate to help keep 
Waihī Beach predator-free. Contact 
Pip via predatorfreewaihibeach@
gmail.com.

- Supplied by Predator-Free Waihī 
Beach

Ferret surge sparks action despite major wins
The Predator-Free Waihī Beach 

initiative has reported a surge 
in ferret activity, raising alarm 
among the team, even as the pro-
ject celebrates major wins in its 
fight against introduced preda-
tors.

To date, more than 20 ferrets 
have been trapped across the area, 
after “Goliath” was first spotted 
on a trail camera and later seen 
peering through a local resident’s 
patio door while she was having 
breakfast.

This is a concerning trend, as 
ferrets are among the most ag-
gressive predators in Aotearoa, 
with devastating impacts on na-
tive birdlife, lizards, and ground-
nesting species.

Predator-Free Waihī Beach co-
ordinator Susan Lean said ferrets 
were fast, smart and deadly.

“Catching over 20 is a red flag – 
they’re not just passing through. 
We have stepped up monitoring 
and found that using KFC as a lure 
has helped catch them. We are re-
inforcing trap networks in known 
hotspots.”

Lean also praised the commu-
nity’s support in protecting trap 
sites: “we would like to thank eve-
ryone for respecting the no-dogs 
policy along the Ōrokawa Track. 
It has made a big difference to our 
trapping efforts – especially after 
a black Labrador was captured on 
a trail camera disturbing traps, 
wasting hundreds of volunteer 
hours by leaving its scent and de-
terring the ferrets.”

Possums are entering the area from the far side of Ōrokawa Scenic Reserve and Athenree Gorge, and ferret sightings are increasing.         SUPPLIED
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW GILTRAP T37-08
8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer

c/w steel tail door, auto gate latch, LED lights

$29,000 +GST

$31,450 +GST

GILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

UNLX104
Rear fence, Bearing covers, Front end loader reader (require brackets), Covered
drive shaft to eliminate feed wrapping, Dual latch hooks for stronger headstock

& feeding cradle connection

$11,590
HUSTLER Round Bale Feeder

$11,200
+GST

+GST

Large diameter high tensile fork tines, Different length fork tines for easy & quick
engagement, Guide plates & bushes to ensure a snug fit in the cradle,

Strong rolled RHS headstock

4 YEAR
warranty

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea
867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349
John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

The Swazi Man, Davey 
Hughes, will be at the Man-

gatangi Hall for one night only 
next week - helping to raise 
funds for Maramarua Rugby 
Club. 

Organised by the Mangatangi 
Maramarua Catchment Group, 
which puts on social and farm-
ing events throughout the cal-
endar, the evening with Davey 
Hughes will include stories, 
entertainment, and a barbecue 
supper.

“Davey Hughes’ passion for 
the environment and conserva-
tion aligns really well with what 
we do here in the catchment, so 
it was a perfect fit,” event organ-
isers told The Profile.

“Maramarua Rugby Club is 
our local sports club that also 
has a hockey team with players 
of all ages, so lots of local people 
will benefit from the donation.”

A global adventurer, busi-
nessman, hunter, and conser-
vationist, New Zealander Dav-
ey Hughes founded the Swazi 
clothing brand in 1994.

Organisers said the fundraiser 
will promise a night of enter-
tainment and inspiration; one 
of its many events designed to 
engage, educate, and connect 
the local community.
DETAILS: An Evening with Davey 
Hughes, July 23, 6.30pm, Man-
gatangi Hall, Kaiaua Rd, Man-
gatangi. Show starts 7.30pm. 
BYO. Funds raised donated to 
Maramarua Rugby Club. Tickets:  
$20, www.mmcatchment.co.nz/
events, mmcatch-
ment@gmail.com,
Ph 027 350 2291.

Swazi Man at Mangatangi

Global adventurer, hunter, and conservationist Davey Hughes. Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.

Gifts.
Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
Closed Mondays

Mon/Tues open from 4pm
Wed-Sun open from 11am

HOME OF THE TAPU PIES
772 Thames Coast Road, Tapu

Phone: 078684806
Mobile: 0277410391

Email: office@royyaloakhotel.co.nz

Dog
friendly
garden
bar

Bar,
Restaurant,

Bait &
Wholesale

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

FoodiesFoodies ADVERTISING FEATURE

The other day I was towing 
a trailer, just a small job — 

nothing fancy.

Sometimes you’ve just gotta take the hit

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION I’d unloaded a few things and 
thought I’d head off. 

My head was in the clouds, 
to preoccupied by figuring out 
how to launch a book. 

And what I didn’t realise is 
that when I hooked the trailer 
back up, I hadn’t latched any-
thing at all!

So there I am, cruising slowly 
down the road, when suddenly 
— bang! The trailer pops up off 
the tow ball.

It shoots forward, smashed 
against the curb, and then 
something worse happens — it 
changes direction. 

Now it’s not just loose, it’s 
moving, picking up speed… 
heading straight toward the big 
hill. And I’m beside it. Watch-
ing it unfold, adrenaline spik-
ing, mind racing.

I had a split second to make a 
call: Let the trailer go and hope 
no one gets hurt? Or take the 
hit myself?

So I made the call. I yanked 
the steering wheel hard right 
and let the trailer slam into the 
side of my truck.

It stopped. The dent in the 
truck wasn’t pretty, but it 
stopped.

And in the stillness after the 
chaos, it hit me — sometimes 
you’ve gotta take the hit now to 
avoid a way bigger wreck later.

It might cost you something 
— your pride, your comfort, 
even some of your resources — 
but there are moments in life 
where taking the hit is the wis-
est move. It’s true in relation-
ships. It’s true in work. 

It’s true in the conversations 
we avoid, the budget decisions 
we keep putting off, and the 
parts of our life that need atten-
tion before they crash down the 
hill and take out everything in 

their path.
So here’s the question I’ve 

been asking myself: Where do I 
need to take a dent now — so I 
don’t lose the whole truck later?

Because the hit might hurt…
But the wreckage could be so 

much worse.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Liv-
ing Well Trust, running mentoring and 
resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa. To support local youth work 
or follow more stories and insights, find 
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you’d like to connect 
about a speaking engagement, community 
initiative, or supporting youth work, email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz.

A delicious, hearty meal is exactly 
what people will find at the Royal 

Oak Hotel.
Owners Lisa and Chris Chaffey and 

their team have refreshed the menu 
with mouthwatering dishes such as 
lamb shanks with their new fresh 
baby veges sauteed in honey; Royal 
Oak steak with their new peppercorn 
sauce option; pork belly bao buns and 
the very popular Thai beef salad with 
freshly seared beef.

People familiar with their signature 
special Tapu Pies won’t be surprised 
that Chris is set to enter the 2025 NZ 
Bakels Supreme Pie Awards after “a 

lot of meddling” from Lisa and a few 
other locals who know a thing or two 
about good pies.

The pies need to arrive to the judges 
by July 23, they’ll be judged on July 24 
and the results will be announced on 
July 29.

“So we’re all nervous and excited 
and no matter what, we are enor-
mously proud of Chris.”

But things have certainly not slowed 
down at the Royal Oak with busy 
weekends and a lot of support from 
patrons.

“We understand how tight times are 
right now and we appreciate everyone 

who stops in.
“We’d like to thank everyone for 

their support as we reach our third 
year here, time flies when you’re hav-
ing fun!”

With new merch that has just landed 
- people can now check out the comfy 
Royal Oak branded track pants.

And for people who might like to 
join the team, Royal Oak are also on 
the lookout for more staff as they head 
into what they hope will be another 
bumper summer. 

“Please email us for more info.”
DETAILS: Email office@royaloakhotel.
co.nz.

Mouthwatering menu at Royal Oak Hotel

 Lamb shanks with our new fresh baby vege sauteed in honey.  Royal Oak steak with our new peppercorn sauce option.

 Pork belly bao buns. Thai beef salad with freshly seared beef.

Join our monthly 
Foodies page 

and receive a feature 
article about your 
food business and 

a listing on the 
Coromandel App

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

mple image only.

Kia Sportage
Light 1.6T HEV 2WD

,990 +ORC*
rice Reduced

Sam

T HEV 2WD

$49,
Pr

to

New Facelift Ouuuttt NNNow!
AWD alsssooo available

Kia Tasman Ute
Movement that inspires

Available now for test
drives and pre orders



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
Call now for a free quote 021 539 779

• Stump removal
 experts for tree
 stumps of all sizes
• Coromandel, Franklin  
 and Waikato
• Experienced and fully  
 insured
• Owner operated, local  
 business

www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

arborist

electrician

civil construction

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

40%
off*

Custom Fabrics
217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

off*

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

curtains

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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When quality matters, call the profes-
sionals. 

Professional Trade Services has built a 
strong reputation as one of the region’s 
most reliable multi-trade providers.

Serving Hauraki, Thames, Piako, and 
the Western Bay of Plenty, the company 
offers a full range of building, electrical, 
plumbing, and property maintenance ser-
vices.

Known for our consistency, quality 
workmanship, and clear communication, 

Professional Trade Services is the go-to 
choice for both residential customers and 
commercial clients. From small home 
repairs to large-scale corporate projects, 
our experienced team delivers every job 
with professionalism and care.

Landlords - both local and overseas - 
trust Professional Trade Services to take 
the stress out of property maintenance 
and project management.
CONTACT: Ph 0800 088 001, 3 Corona-
tion St, Paeroa, www.ptsnz.com.

Reliable service at PTSNZ



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

PLACE YOUR AD  IN 
THE VALLEY PROFILE:

“The paper that’s being read” 
Contact Nikki - 022 130 3885

windscreens

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

• All interior stopping & painting
• Skim coating • Vacuum sanding

• Textured ceilings removed
• Experienced tradesmen

RENOVATION Work is a speciality
FREE QUOTES - Ph 0274 726 094

CEILING & WALL CEILING & WALL RRENOVATORSENOVATORS
painter / stopper

���� � ���� ����
������ � ���� ��������

���� ������
 � �������� ����� 
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring
OWENS FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring
CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday
Death Notice

Waihi Assembly 

  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Garage Sale
10 Valder Pl, Wiaomu. 
Sat 19 & Sun 20, 10am 
- 4pm. Household 
goods, furniture, tools.

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

For Lease

Firewood
Big double load 

of ti tree mix. 
Dry shed

stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395
Firewood For Sale
Old Man Pine 
$140 per cube.
Phone Mark 027 655 
8661  or Steph 027 385 
2806

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Personal

Pets
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Lady wanted to share 
with Euro man, 70. 
Own home. Enjoys hot 
pools, caravaning and 
quiet times. Ph 027 
665 9860

Handyman
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Handyman Services. 
Waihi and surrounding 
areas. Building 
maintenance and 
repairs. Mobile - Grant 
027 333 8331. 
E-waihi105@gmail.com

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Storage

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Wanted To Buy
10’ alloy dinghy. Ph 07 
868 8838

Trades Trades
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Painter
Painter available now, 
experienced in interior 
and exterior work. Ph 
027 214 2442

Renos, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote Ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Builder

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned before winter
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

HAURAKI REGIONAL 
PAINTERS

Over 12 years 
experience, interior/

exterior. Refs available. 
Free quotes. 

Phone Graeme for all 
your painting needs.

020 485 1312

Builder available
Licensed Builder.
Alterations / 
Maintenance / Decks
Great rates.
Ph Mark 022 344 0629

Palliative Care
Spaces available for 
home help - in home 
palliative care. 
I have 4 years’ experi-
ence, qualified health-
care assistant. 
Please contact me on 
021 0228 0171 if you or 
your loved ones need 
assistance.  
Katrina.

Church Notices

Is your business in 
difficulties? 

Need some help? 
No cost to business. 

Ph Tony, 027 440 4045

Public Notice
GRAHAM, 
William Hugh (Bill):
Passed peacefully at Lexham 
Park, Katikati on July 12, 
aged 98 years. Cherished 
husband to Audrey; father 
to the late Peter and Caitlin, 
Bruce and Sally, and Lyn 
and John; granddad to 
Alice, James, Chris, Sarah, 
Jonathan, and Ariana; and 
great granddad to Lucas, 
Isabelle, Jordan, Rory, and 
Baby Armitt. 
We all loved him dearly and 
will miss him always. Forever 
in our hearts; now at peace. 
A service will be held for Bill 
at St James Church, 650 
Pollen Street, Thames on 
Friday, July 18th at 1pm. 
Condolences can be sent 
to 205 Hauraki Rd, Thames 
3574



CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, 

sometimes we just cannot achieve this. If you are one of 

the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please 

note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea 

Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy

PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, 

Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub

WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Info 

Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue

THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service 

Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen 

St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, 

Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council 

Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        

TURUA: Turua Dairy         KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....

Public NoticesPublic Notice Public Notice
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Thames Museum 
Society Inc

AGM 1.30pm 
19th July 2025

Thames Museum te Whare 
Taonga o te Kauaeranga,

Corner Pollen St and 
Cochrane Street, Thames.

Phone 07 868 8509

SUNDAY 20 JULY

PAEROA
PUBLIC MEETING

11:00am
St John’s Hall
Belmont Rd

 Paeroa

Authorised by H Howard, 91 Makino Road, Feilding

Come along to hear an update on
the work New Zealand First is

doing from Hon Casey Costello

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to regulation 11(3) of the 
Heavy Motor Vehicle Regulations 1974, Hauraki District Council 
has fixed the following maximum mass and speed limits for heavy 
motor vehicles and combinations including a heavy motor vehicle 
on the bridges described hereunder:

Name of  
road

Name of 
bridge

Mass Limits Maximum 
speed 
limit 

(km/h)

Maximum 
mass on 

any 1 axle

Gross mass 
(maximum 

sum of 
axle mass)

Ferry Road 
(Komata)

Ferry No. 1 
Bridge  
(ID 107)

8200 kg 90% of 
Class 1 15 km/h

Crown Hill 
Road

Crown Hill 
Road Bridge 
(ID 109)

44000 kg

Waitawheta 
Road

Waitawheta 
No. 1 Bridge 
(ID 126)

44000 kg

Frankton 
Road

Frankton No. 
1 Bridge (ID 
71)

44000 kg

Attention is drawn to the applicable penalties and infringement 
fees set out in Schedule 1A or Part 3 of Schedule 1B of the Land 
Transport (Offences and Penalties) Regulations 1999, which apply 
to infringements of these limits.
Date issued: 15 July 2025
Adrian de Laborde
Group Manager – Service Delivery
Hauraki District Council

NOTIFICATION OF MASS AND/
OR SPEED LIMITS ON BRIDGES

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Job Opportunity: 
Manager – Saddle and Soul

Location:   Wires Road Thames
Employment Type:  Part time
Applications close:  Friday 1 August, 2025.
The Supported Life Style Hauraki Trust is seeking 
a dynamic and compassionate person to lead our 
therapeutic horse-riding service for people with 
disabilities – Saddle and Soul.
This is more than just a management role – it’s an 
opportunity to transform lives.
The Trusts Saddle and Soul service provides 
life-enhancing therapeutic riding experiences for 
people with disabilities. Nestled on a peaceful 
farm, we offer a safe and inclusive space where 
riders, horses, and community come together in 
trust, movement, and joy. Our mission is to em-
power individuals of all abilities through the healing 
connection between humans and horses.
You must be eligible to work in New Zealand, have 
a full driver’s license and undertake a successful 
police check to be successful in this role.
Position Description and what we’re looking for is 
available on request.
If you have any questions, please email us at  
recruitment@suplife.org.nz

Victoria Battery
TramwaySociety Inc.

AGM
Sunday 3rd August 

2025
1.30pm

Venue Waikino Cafe

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be held during August 
2025.

Council Meetings and Ceremonies

Council Meeting
Thursday 5 August 2025 09:00am, Thames Council 
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames 

Citizenship Ceremony
Thursday 7 August 2025 09:30am, Thames War Memorial 
Civic Centre, Mary Street, Thames

Community Board Meetings

Tairua-Pāuanui Community Board
Monday 25 August 2025 10.00am, St Francis, 248 Main 
Road, Tairua

Whangamatā Community Board
Tuesday 26 August 2025 10.00am, Whangamatā Service 
Centre, 620 Port Road, Whangamatā

Thames Community Board
Wednesday 27 August 2025 10.00 am, Thames Council 
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames

Community Board Meetings
Risk and Assurance Committee Meeting
Thursday 21 August 2025, 9.00am, Thames Council 
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames

Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/
Meetings/Agendas-Reports-and-Minutes for copies of 
agendas and order papers. 

Thames-Coromandel District Council 
Meetings - August 2025

Valley Profile 
15x3

A Lawrie 
Chief Executive 
Thames-Coromandel District Council

SERVICE MAN REQUIRED
We have an opening for someone to service 
small wastewater treatment plants around the 
Coromandel Peninsula / Hauraki Plains.

Ideally you are either a drainlayer or plumber 
but training will be given to the right person.

Some knowledge of small wastewater plants 
would also be an advantage.

Working for a small family owned company, 
the work varies and would also include 
helping out on other jobs like installation, 
blocked drains etc when not servicing.

There is heavy lifting involved so being fit and 
healthy is a must.

Being able to work alone and problem solve 
would also be beneficial.

A Class 2 Licence is also a requirement.

For more information or to apply with CV
office@thamesdrainage.co.nz

SPORTS REPORTS
WAIHI GO BACK TO BACK
CLUB FINALS:  July 13
From a hitch-hiking Tighthead Ted
What a great day in Whiti-City for the finals 
day - especially after the biblical rain on Fri-
day, one shower through the A final was a 
great result, weather wise at least. 

For the Green Machine though, not such 
a great result, as Split Enz (look ‘em up kid-
dies, the original great Kiwi band) were 
once again proved wrong, and history can, 
in fact, repeat itself.

It was a tougher match than the score-
line will indicate in years to come too, 46-
20 seems like a bit of a hiding, but it was 
hard fought. Paeroa opened the scoring in 
the match, and were looking laser focused 
early doors. 

After 35 minutes, a scoreline of 9-6 to 
Waihi showed just how close the battle 
was, neither side breaking on defence, 
bending often, but not breaking. However, 
just before halftime, Waihi started to gain 
some ascendancy as their forwards rolled 
their sleeves up close to the line. 

A series of close quarter attacks finally 
saw number eight Issac Seiuli crash over 

for the match’s first five pointer as the rain 
started to pelt down.

The second spell saw the Waihi machine 
start to get into gear - field position, for-
wards belting into the Paeroa defence and 
earning penalties. With captain Kenan Gill-
son happy to increase the score by threes, 
these penalties were converted into 18 
points through the match. 

Paeroa were starting to wilt too, the un-
relenting charges of Seiuli, Leson Huiarangi, 
James Mahi and Sam Halalilo starting to 
take a toll. However in typical fashion when 
these two teams clash, Paeroa managed to 
keep the game alive, snaring a five pointer 
when Waihi had a breakdown on attack. 

Fullback Bitner Johanssen racing away 
like a thief in the night to score.

Equally typical in these clashes, Waihi 
responded within minutes, another series 
of strong charges from Huiarangi and Seiuli 
saw Collard set his backline away, and Peto-
rukelani Pouri-Lane scored in the corner.  
Collard landed yet another goal, and the 
buffer was back 29-13.  

A few minutes later and another nicely 
timed Collard pass put Ish Leilua in for 
a try, and the match was all over bar the

CLUB RUGBY

It was a great day 
in Whiti-City for the  

rugby finals day - 
despite one heavy 

shower through the 
Senior A final. 

Photo: TVRFU

CONTINUED ON P17
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr Auto, Arriving

$8,990

2011 Nissan Navara
Diesel, Manual, 4x4, GREAT VALUE

$11,990

2012 VW Touran
2.0 Ltr Auto, 7 Seater, T-Bar, Low Kms

$9,990

2009 Mitsubishi Colt
Auto, Low 84 Kms, One Owner

JUST
$7,990

2007 Holden
Commodore SV-6

Auto, Good Kms, In Top Condition

$11,990

2006 Honda CRV
2.4 Ltr Auto, 2WD, Superb Condition

VALUE
$6,990

2014 Kia Sorento
Auto, Diesel, 4WD, Alloys, T-Bar

VALUE
$9,990

2008 Audi A6
Auto, 2.8 Ltr V6, 4WD, Drives Supurb

$9,990

SPORTS REPORTS
shouting, 36-13. Another try 
apiece in the final 10 minutes, 
Paeroa’s Johanssen getting his 
second, and Waihi’s Dylan Bower, 
along with the sixth Collard pen-
alty, saw the score hit 46-20 as the 
referee blew for full time.

A match fitting of a final, Waihi 
had to work hard for their win, 
and there’ll be some pretty sore 
bodies around the Valley today.

Outstanding for Waihi were 
loose forwards Huiarangi and Sei-
uli, who both carried the ball like 
runaway locomotives.  

Certainly the best game ole 
Tighthead has seen Seiuli play 
this season as he’s struggled with 
a knee injury. Big Sam Halalilo at 
hooker, his first game back from 
injury was also impressive, as was 
old mate James Mahi, who was 
also a menace on the carry. In the 
back division for the champions, 
the bruise brothers in midfield, 
Dylan Bower and Ish Laulia were a 
great mix of brutality and finesse.

Both deservingly got onto the 
scoresheet. Then of course there 
is the general, Quinn Collard. A 
howitzer for a boot, controlled by 
a radar. Not just his goalkicking, 
which by Tighthead’s abacus was 
10 from 12, but also his kicking 
from hand.  

Nothing better for a fatty to lift 
his head up after fighting away at 
a ruck and seeing the ball 60 me-
tres down the field. A match win-
ner in his own right.

Paeroa battled away, and scored 
the first points of the match, but 
their discipline failed them, and 
six Collard penalties told the tale. 
Huge efforts across the board 
though from the Green Machine. 

Senior Women’s Champs Coromandel celebrate their win.                               Photos: SUPPLIED/TVRFU

RUGBY

Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Q Collard 4 conversions, 6 penal-
ties) beat Paeroa 20 (B Johanssen 
2 tries, conversion, 2 penalties; P 
Tuigamala conversion). HT 16-6.  
Referee: Stu Watts.

Ole Tighthead Ted managed to 
catch a bit of the action from the 
rest of the finals too, thanks to his 
Uber, Bart the Photographer, ar-
riving early. 

After a quick stop in the refresh-
ment scaffold for a shandy to 
wash the travel dust away, the C 
final was kicking off.  Waihi against 
Thames, and it was a great clash 
- probably the match of the day.  
Thames jumped out to a 22-9 lead 
in the second spell, with the wind 
at their backs, but Waihi battled 
into the elements and took the 
match to 21-22 at full time.

Tairua dispatched Coromandel 
36-25 in the B final, scoring some 
early tries into the wind, and it 
looked like they’d run away with 
the match once they got the wind 
at their back.  

However, Coromandel are 
made of sterner stuff than most 
teams, and didn’t win the last two 
B finals by giving up when the go-
ing got tough. An old school Fitzy 
‘game of two halves’, but Tairua 
just had too many points for Co-
romandel to claw them back. 

As Vince Lombardi famously 
once said, “we didn’t lose, we just 
ran out of time”.

The women’s final saw Coro-
mandel take one trophy home for 
the day, beating Paeroa 38-17.

I didn’t get to see too much of 
this game unfortunately, as I was 
caught up in the B final drama!  

But great skill levels and some 
powerful ladies out there strut-
ting their stuff. Our wahines in the 
Valley have certainly come a long 
way in the past few years.

Number eight Tala Moli was mas-
sive, both on defence and attack, 
he looked like he’d gone 10 rounds 
with Mike Tyson by full time, but 
was still coming back for more. 

Out of position Oshea Te Oka-Cox, 
and prop Bryson Williams-Oka 
were also bloody good. Halfback 
Des Faoa and his sniping runs kept 
the Waihi defence honest, and 

Hendrix Beazley tries hard to get 
his backline into action, and had a 
few powerful runs also.

Waihi Athletic 46 (I Seiuli, I Lei-
lua, P Pouri-Lane, D Bellamy tries;  

CONTINUED FROM P16

Senior B Men champs Tairua, left, and Senior C Men champs Thames. 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Waste, 4 Hit below the belt, 14 Pupil, 15 Train, 16 Deliberate, 17 Story, 19 Can, 20 Backlog, 21
Strategic, 22 Detach, 25 Temporary, 27 Regard, 28 Sacred, 33 Rebellious, 35 Lip, 36 Sewing, 37 Snap, 39
Let, 41 Disavow, 42 Salami, 43 From now on, 44 Chief, 45 Amethyst, 50 Ma, 51 Defended, 55 Route, 58
Vertebrae, 59 Stifle, 60 Imitate, 61 Has, 63 Lute, 64 Cavity, 65 Aim, 66 Double back, 68 Docile, 69 Marble,
71 Abilities, 76 Orphan, 77 Headboard, 79 Seagull, 81 All, 84 Exile, 85 Infallible, 86 Wings, 87 Liver, 88
Make short work of, 89 Rests.

DOWN: 2 Aerial, 3 Trick, 5 Idea, 6 Blister, 7 Leeway, 8 Whale, 9 Heeding, 10 Best, 11 Loosen, 12 Epoch,
13 Planned, 14 Pyjamas, 18 Compulsory, 23 Droop, 24 Draw off, 26 Elegant, 27 Replica, 29 Renewed,
30 Medium, 31 Clear, 32 Income, 34 Span, 36 Strip, 38 Pined, 40 Knee, 45 Anvil, 46 Erratic, 47 Heel, 48
Serial, 49 Pushy, 50 Message, 52 Family tree, 53 Notable, 54 Entice, 55 Recital, 56 Filmy, 57 Glad, 62
Bully, 67 Clipper, 68 Debacle, 70 Blemish, 72 Barrier, 73 Marina, 74 Hollow, 75 Plight, 76 Olive, 78 Defer,
80 Guide, 82 Fete, 83 Also.

ACROSS
1 Severe (5)
4 Bony frame (8)
9 Face dent (6)
14 Vegetable (5)
15 Unusual (3,2,3,8)
17 Derision (5)
18 Bird (3)
19 Substitute in
reserve (7)
20 Sickened (9)
21 Bypass (6)
24 Heir (9)
25 Fortified building (6)
26 Not fair (6)
29 Dangerous maniac
(10)
31 Wholly (3)
32 Licit (6)
33 Pace (4)
35 Be in debt (3)
37 Competent (4)
39 Off-the-cuff (9)
40 Dried flower petal
mixture (9)
41 Takes it easy (5)
42 Forebear (8)
47 Boss (8)
51 Annoyed (5)
55 Alter radically (9)
56 Vital (9)
58 Bathroom powder
(4)
59 Beverage (3)
60 Fury (4)
61 On land (6)
62 Expected (3)
63 Banalities (anag)
(10)
66 Half of diameter (6)

67 Thickset (6)
69 Classified (3,6)
72 Diverse (6)
73 Large spider (9)
75 Cradlesong (7)
77 Sheltered side (3)
80 Incident (5)
81 Excluded, ignored
(4,3,2,3,4)
82 Deficient (5)
83 Stockpiled (6)
84 Reduced (8)
85 Romany (5)

DOWN
2 Polite (9)
3 Prickle (5)
5 Retain (4)
6 Large vehicles (7)
7 Apt to shoot (7-5)
8 Approaches (5)
9 Thirst (7)
10 Greatest (4)
11 Pillaged (6)
12 Passenger ship (5)
13 Death investigation
(7)
14 Continuing (7)
16 Cigarette seller (11)
22 Facelift (6)
23 Photo enlargements
(4-3)
24 Hide (7)
25 Blush (6)
27 Completely (7)
28 Habitual practice (6)
30 Ring (4)
32 Fewest (5)
34 Earlier (5)
36 Thwart (4)

38 Forbid (3)
42 Thespian (5)
43 Billed (7)
44 Winner’s ribbon (4)
45 Woodwind player
(6)
46 Wheeled boot (5)
48 Recover from a life-
threatening illness (4,7)
49 Pariah (7)
50 Long fish (3)
51 Tropism (anag)(7)
52 Lethal (6)
53 Flashy (12)
54 Opposed to (4)
57 Sent out (6)
64 Buoyant safety
devices (9)
65 Foursome (7)
66 Hermit (7)
68 Moved on hands
and knees (7)
70 Artist’s board (7)
71 Arid area (6)
72 Spite (5)
74 Very bad (5)
76 Fortunate (5)
78 Agitate (4)
79 Long ago (4)
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bayleys.co.nz

TePuru 2WestCrescent

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu31 Jul2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
RobynCruickshank0273087110
robyn.cruickshank@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Passive investment inparadise
Six fully tenantedresidential units (fourone-bedroom, twotwo-bedroom)returning$101,920 includingGSTper
annum.All unitsareoffered tobesoldasacompletepackage.This low-maintenancecoastalpropertypresentsa rare
opportunity toowntheentireblockwithin thebodycorporate,with future flexibility to retainor sell individualunits.
Tenantsenjoyeasy-caregrounds, sharedgardens, anda relaxed lifestylenear thebeach, local store,bowlscluband
tenniscourts.

Amotivatedvendorpresents this strongsplit-risk investment, ideal for thoseseekingsteady incomeand long-term
potential inadesirable location.Opportunities like thisareseldomavailableon theThamesCoast.

bayleys.co.nz/2316830

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Thames BNTBuilding,304PollenStreet

508sqm 436sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu 14Aug2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GeoffGraham021 733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Nationalbrandedtenant– Entry level investment
• National tenant– leadingautomotivepartsdistributor
• Mainstreet locationwithcustomerparkingandrear service lane
• Returning$55,352perannumplusGSTandoutgoings
• Sixyear lease fromNovember2023with3years rightof renewal

Entry level investmentopportunity suitable forpassive investors.The436sqm(approximately) retail/warehousesits
on508sqm(approximately)ofcommerciallyzoned land.BNTAutomotivehaveoperatedhere for20years.Enjoy
steadyreturnswith thiseasilymanagedcommercial investment in theengine roomof theCoromandel!

bayleys.co.nz/2180805
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

ENTERTAINMENT

Hauraki musos rock out at Rockquest

Hauraki Plains College band The Interns rock out at Smokefree Rockquest.                         Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

The “ultimate goal” for Hau-
raki Plains College band 

The Interns was to perform at 
Smokefree Rockquest.

Luckily for the four-piece 
indie rock band, they already 
achieved that dream twice in 
the span of a few weeks, and 
with a second chance video in 
the works - they aim to make it 
three times.

The young quartet, made up 
of year 13-students Harvey Al-
len on the drums, Zoe Winter 
on the guitar, Jaskeerat Rand-
hawa on the bass and Isaac 
Smith on the guitar and vocals 
performed at the Smokefree 
Rockquest Waikato Regional 
Heats on May 24 in Hamilton 
at the Clarence Street Theatre.

Not only did they perform an 
original rock funk piece called 
Flow, written by Isaac, they 
also made it through to the 
Waikato Regional Finals on 
June 14, where they performed 
Flow as well as a pop rock orig-
inal called If Only, also written 
by Isaac.

“We were all pretty happy, 
especially on the day as the 
competition was really fierce, 
and we had no idea if we could 
go through again,” the musos 
said. While The Interns didn’t 
make it through to the Na-
tional Finals, there was still an 

opportunity for them to give it 
one more shot with a second 
chance video, which the young 
musicians will record during 
the July school holidays.

“We have to perform three 
original pieces, so we will do 
Flow and If Only. Our third 
[song] is still in progress being 
written by Isaac.”

Even though each band 

member had played at Smoke-
free Rockquest before, this was 
their first time performing at 
the event as The Interns.

Bass player Jaskeerat, 17, 
said the “nerves set in really 
early” as the bands at the heats 
were good.

“The ones [bands] at the fi-
nals were the best, we needed 
to make sure we played beyond 

well.”
It was clear how much the 

musical achievements meant to 
the musicians.

“Performing at Rockquest is 
the ultimate goal because of the 
prestige and connections and 
the experience of being able 
to write and perform a song in 
front of a crowd that is there 
for us,” they said. But when it 

comes to inspiration, the band 
doesn’t just draw from one 
source.

The band drew inspiration 
from each of their different 
music tastes, from Isaac’s in-
terest in Twenty One Pilots and 
Jakeerat’s preference of funk 
and disco tunes to Zoe’s mix of 
Dire Straits and classical mu-
sic and Harvey’s penchant for 
classic rock.

Even though The Interns 
won’t be continuing as a band 
after they “go different ways” 
and graduate from Hauraki 
Plains College, they hoped 
to have some sort of music in 
their lives. But for vocalist and 
guitarist Isaac - he planned to 
go to university next year to 
pursue songwriting and per-
formance as a career, he said.

“Personally I am using Rock-
quest to build a portfolio of 
original songs that I can then 
use in live shows or release on-
line to get myself into the in-
dustry.”

Isaac’s advice for students 
who wanted to start a band and 
get into performances was to 
just do it, he said.

“A lot of the time the reason 
people don’t make music is be-
cause they are afraid what they 
make isn’t good, but in reality, 
it is most of the time not as bad 
as they think it is.”


