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‘Grounded in gratitude’ ‘Grounded in gratitude’ 

Eight years ago, Amalia Polinko came 
into the world in dramatic fashion. 

A life-threatening complication during 
labour led to an emergency caesarean, and 
the team at Auckland Hospital had to act 
fast to stabilise both mum and baby.

Amalia’s dad, Gio Polinko, was later 
told that if they had arrived at surgery 
even 10 minutes later, he could have lost 
them both. In the weeks and months that 
followed, Amalia faced further complica-

tions, including respiratory issues that saw 
her admitted to Starship Hospital multiple 
times in her first year of life. 

But now, she is a strong and thriving big 
sister, and is fueling her dad’s persever-
ance as he prepares to run his first mara-
thon - all in support of the hospital that 
helped save her.

Gio, from Thames, has signed up for the 
2025 Auckland Marathon, taking place in 
November. 

He is hoping to raise $4200 - $100 per 
kilometre - for Starship, and will be donat-

ing $100 every month leading up to the 
run. “

Amalia is literally our miracle baby,” he 
told The Profile. “I used to think a lot about 
the scenario of being late to the hospital 
or surgery, and the possibility of not hav-
ing Amalia or both her and Paloma today. 
I have so much gratitude for the staff that 
supported us at Auckland and Starship 
hospitals. They truly are amazing people.”

In 2017, Amalia was born via emergency 
c-section due to a placental abruption at 41 
weeks and four days.

In her first year of life, she had issues 
with recurrent bronchiolitis and silent re-
flux, potentially due to the trauma she ex-
perienced from the life-saving operation. 

She was admitted to Starship “countless 
times”, Gio said, including one stay at the 
Paediatric Intensive Care Unit due to dan-
gerously low oxygen levels. 

“Amalia came into the world in pretty 
dramatic fashion, and as a first-time par-
ent, there was a lot of uncertainty, help-
lessness, and frustration around not 

Gio Polinko and his family: 
daughter Amalia, son Alonzo, 

and wife Paloma. 
INSET LEFT: Amalia’s arrival into 

the world eight years ago was 
anything but ordinary.  

Photos: SUPPLIED

CONTINUED ON P2

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Dad’s marathon 
fundraiser motivated 
by daughter
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being able to do anything other than to trust the doctors and 
nurses at Starship,” Gio said. “The care she received there 
honestly meant so much. Seeing how she is now and the type 
of person she is becoming, Paloma and I are so grateful.”

Gratitude is a great motivator for Gio. That, alongside the 
support of his family and his desire to test his own limits, is 
what drives him to tackle the marathon. 

“I’m definitely excited, and a bit nervous too. Before I start-
ed running, I’d never really run more than 2.5km nonstop, so 
42.2km felt pretty out of reach at first,” he said. “But I guess 
that’s part of the reason why I wanted to do it. I’ve always 
leaned into things that were challenging as a way to build re-
silience. I think that doing things that truly challenge you, by 
choice, teaches you a lot about yourself, and helps you show 
up stronger in other areas of life too.”

Seeing Gio’s hard work has also encouraged Amalia to give 
the run a go - and she’s told her dad she wants to participate 
in the 2.2km Kids Marathon, held on the same day.

“Amalia definitely motivates me, not just with this but with 
everything. Both her and her little brother Alonzo do,” Gio 
said. “They’re always my why in life, and I learn so much from 
them.”

Gio is currently on top of the fundraising leaderboard for 
Team Starship - with $1750 raised out of the $6132 Starship 
has in total. And with a few months left to train, Gio is pas-
sionate about extending that lead and inspiring others to sup-
port Starship’s work. 

“Mentally, I’ve been trying to stay grounded in gratitude. 
I’ve got my health and the ability to move the way I currently 
do, and I know not everyone has that,” he said. “So I feel a 
real responsibility to make the most of it, and to do something 
meaningful with it. And for me, that’s raising funds for Star-
ship Hospital. They supported our daughter Amalia in her 
early years, and this is a small way I can give back.”
DETAILS: To donate, visit: aucklandmara-
thon2025.grassrootz.com/starship/gio-run-
ning-for-starship.

CONTINUED FROM P1
‘Grounded in gratitude’Drugs, firearm 

found in Waihī bust
Waikato Police uncovered 

methamphetamine, can-
nabis, a firearm, ammunition 
and a homemade taser during 
search warrants in Waihī on 
June 18.

Police, including the Armed 
Offenders Squad and drug de-
tector dogs, executed two search 
warrants in the early hours of 
Wednesday morning. 

Drugs, drug paraphernalia, 
firearms and ammunition, sto-
len property and a homemade 
taser were found. A firearm was 
also found in a concealed cavity 
in a wall. 

“We see the harm that drug 
dealing causes to our communi-
ties daily,” Inspector Mike Hen-
wood said.

“These warrants represent 
local police’s ongoing commit-
ment to tackling drug offending 
in our rural towns and the asso-
ciated crime that follows. 

“Drug dealing takes a huge 
toll on our local communities 
and leads to other offending like 
thefts and burglaries from inno-
cent residents and hard-working 
businesses.

“I am really proud of the work 

the teams did investigating this 
offending – being able to hold 
these offenders to account shows 
our commitment to stamping 
out drugs in our community. Re-
covering the drugs and danger-
ous weapons that were present, 
alongside evidence of dealing, is 
a great result.”

A 33-year-old man and a 
33-year-old woman were due to 
appear Hamilton District Court 
on drug dealing and weapons 
charges on June 19.
DETAILS: If you have concerns 
about illegal drug use in your com-
munity, please call 111 if there is 
an immediate public safety risk or 
contact Police via 105 online or by 
phone.

Police executed search warrants at 
sunrise.           Photo: SUPPLIED
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Swimming the Big Swim for Coastguard
Steve Russek doesn’t just 

talk the talk, he’s swimming 
the swim.

Last year, the president of 
Thames’ Coastguard unit re-
marked that if a fellow volun-
teer could complete The Big 
Swim, he’d do it too.

Now he’s making good on 
that promise, leading by exam-
ple and clocking up the kilome-
tres for a good cause.

The Big Swim is a nation-
wide fundraising initiative 
taking place throughout June, 
in support of Coastguard New 
Zealand.

Participants nominate the 
distance they think they can 
swim in the month and gain 
donations. The funds raised 
will be used to help train and 
equip Coastguard’s 2000-plus 
volunteers as well as fuelling 
and maintaining its rescue ves-
sels.

Steve, who has been utilising 
the free use of the Thames Cen-
tennial Pool, set himself the 
challenge of swimming 10km 
in June, and has already raised 
more than $1400 of his $1500 
goal. As at June 16, he had very 
nearly completed what he set 
out to do, with 9.3km swam in 
total.

The task, Steve said, was go-
ing “surprisingly well”.

“[It] started slow with a few 

Stephen Russek has been involved with the Thames Coastguard unit for 
around 25 years and is one of three local skippers.    Photos: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

practices in May… it soon got 
from 500m in the first practice 
to around 1100m-1300m per 
go. 

“I can’t swim every day due to 
other commitments and life in 
general, but I try to do at least 
three swims per week around 
5pm-6pm at Thames Centen-
nial Pool.”

Steve said he grew up around 
the water - swimming, snorkel-
ling, scuba diving, fishing - but 
was never a trained swimmer 
or had practised in pool swim-
ming.

It wasn’t until a fellow Coast-
guard volunteer took part in 
The Big Swim in 2024 that he 
“foolishly” said: ‘If he can do it, 

I will do it next year’.
“And here we are. So, yeah, 

he motivated me, and as I’m 
the president of the Thames 
unit, I was trying to lead by ex-
ample.” 

Steve has been involved with 
the Thames Coastguard unit 
for more than 25 years and is 
one of three local skippers.

The unit averages around 50-
65 callouts per year and covers 
the entire Firth of Thames and 
Lower Hauraki Gulf, up to the 
top of the peninsula, across to 
Kaiaua, and up to Waiheke. 

This year, he’s being joined in 
The Big Swim by new Thames 
Coastguard volunteer Paul 
Studer - who has also pledged 

to swim 10km throughout 
June.

“This nationwide campaign 
has become very popular, with 
volunteers and public outside 
the organisation also partici-
pating,” Steve said. “There are 
2500 participants and they’ve 
surpassed $480k in donations 
– so they are likely to exceed 
$1 million for the month. It is 
a great cause as the Coastguard 
runs on volunteers and dona-
tions. It is only partially gov-

ernment funded,” he said.
“All the volunteers give a 

huge amount of their time and 
effort. Doesn’t matter whether 
it’s actual time on water doing 
rescues, or training, mainte-
nance, first aid, fundraising, or 
admin – it’s all important.”
DETAILS: For more details or to 
donate to Steve’s Big Swim, visit: 
bigswim.org.nz/s-russek

Stephen, who has been utilising the free use of the Thames Centennial Pool, 
set himself the challenge of swimming 10km in June.
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Thames theatre tech teen triumphs
If Jacob White knows one 

thing to be true of his 
Thames Music and Drama 
(MAD) crew it’s that “we pull 
off some pretty cool stuff”.

The 16-year-old told The 
Profile his official role in the 
group was technical crew 
member but he could also 
be referred to as production 
technician, who worked in the 
areas of wardrobe, props, set 
design, lighting design and/
or operation and sound design 
and/or operation.

The young tech said he often 
reminded his crew they pulled 
off excellent work considering 
the size of their theatre.

“We’re surrounded by a great 
team of people at each event 
making sure everything is done 
on time. MAD is often referred 
to as one big family and every-
one would be able to agree that 
everyone is always looking out 
for one another.”

It’s what makes his recent 
achievement so special.

The year-12 Thames High 
School student was nominated 
by a few “secret squirrels” in 
his crew for the Entertain-
ment Technology New Zealand 
(ETNZ) Community Techni-
cal Achievement Awards for 
2025, where he snapped up the 
Technical Achievement Youth 
Award.

Former Thames MAD techni-
cal liaison Tina Haakma said 
society president Diane Con-
nors and vice-president Martin 
Rodley approached her with 
the idea of putting Jacob’s 
name forward for the award.

“We wanted to nominate 
Jacob because we see how he 
puts in effort above and beyond 
what is expected, and whenever 

there is a task that needs doing 
he will be on hand to help.

“Jacob’s ability to plan ahead 
with programming and design 
work and work with the team 
for the benefit of the show/
event is amazing to watch and 
we wanted to acknowledge that 
behemoth effort.” 

Tina said the award was an 
opportunity to recognise all the 

hard work the young techni-
cians put into each show, and 
there was a massive pool of 
people nominated, which made 
it “even more special” when 
Jacob won.

The award-winning teen said 
he was quite surprised but also 
grateful when he heard the 
news. 

But it was more than just a 

Jacob White receives the 2025 Technical Achievement Youth Award from Martin Rodley.      Photo: SUPPLIED                    

win. 
Jacob was in his fifth year at 

Thames MAD and he said the 
award was an overview of his 
time involved there. 

“It hasn’t only given me a 
boost of encouragement but 
also the chance to reflect on 
the years that have passed and 
how much I’ve grown since I 
started.”

One thing Jacob was cur-
rently learning was how MAD 
could improve in the organisa-
tion aspects of their events, 
he said. “This has included 
creating different types of 
documentation and learning 
how we can better manage our 
equipment.”

His dream was to pursue a 
career within the entertain-
ment and event production 
industry, and it was evident he 
was on the way to making it 
happen.

He recently signed up to do 
the NZ National Certificate 
in Entertainment & Event 
Operations level three course 
through ETNZ, which he will 
complete through Thames 
High School and different 
events with MAD. 

“There are some pretty cool 
events and projects out there.”

Even though he hadn’t set 
his sights on any specific areas 
in the industry just yet, one 
thing was certain - “I’ll be stay-
ing ambitious”.

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Paeroa will be marking Ma-
tariki with a free community 

event this year. 
The community day, running 

at Ngahutoitoi Marae on June 
26, will be a relaxing day full of 
entertainment and activities for 
the whole whānau. 

The inaugural event is being 
put on by Nga Iwi FM.

“We thought, well, what better 
place to do it than at the marae,” 
the station’s general manager 
Hara Karu said. 

“It’s an event that celebrates 
the Māori New Year, but it’s also 
an opportunity to teach people 
about Matariki within our space.

“We’re just trying to keep it 
very community, pulling com-
munity members in to facilitate 
and teach all these wonderful 
spaces.”

Various stalls will be onsite, 
including face painting, mosa-
ics, kai, and community infor-
mation spaces. There will be 
dedicated spaces for rangatahi 
[youth] and kaumātua [elders], 
and interactive workshops on 
arts and crafts, kono raranga 
[basket weaving] and waiata 
[song]. Ngā Wai Tāpara a Ran-
gatahi will be running kī-o-rahi 
games, and a Matariki presen-
tation will take place at 1pm. 

There will also be a kapa haka 
performance from Paeroa Cen-
tral School, music performanc-
es, and spot prizes to be won. 

The event is open to all, and 
will run from 10am-2pm with 
a pōwhiri around 8am to kick 
things off. 

Matariki ki Hauraki will be 
held from 10am-2pm at Nga-
hutoitoi Marae, 100 Ngahutoitoi 
Rd, Paeroa. Pōwhiri at 8am. En-
try is free. 

Meanwhile, Matariki 
Whangamatā celebrations re-
turned this June, running from 
June 19-22. 

The community came together 
with kai, workshops, and activi-
ties to reflect on and honour the 
Māori New Year. The event is 
supported by the Creative Com-
munities Scheme, with $1300 
in funding awarded through 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council and backed by Creative 
New Zealand. 

Other celebrations through-
out the Hauraki-Coromandel 
region included a Pāuanui Vol-
unteer Fire Brigade bonfire on 
June 20, and a series of Ma-
tariki Stargazing events held by 
Kūaotunu Dark Sky Community 
at the Kūaotunu Domain.

Matariki 
celebrations in 
Hauraki-Coro 

More than 800 students 
across 11 schools in 

Tāmaki and Hauraki have 
been immersed in a “powerful” 
learning experience driven by 
Ngāti Tamaterā, one that the 
iwi describes as “a bold step 
forward in shaping the digital 
future” of rangatahi.

In partnership with the Sir 
Peter Blake Trust, Young Ani-
mators, and Pou Rāhui, the 
Ngāti Tamaterā Digital Tech-
nology and Innovation Work-
shops fuse cutting-edge tech 
with tikanga, empowering 
tamariki and rangatahi to ex-
plore the digital world through 
a uniquely Māori lens.

From augmented reality 
tools to assess the health and 

well-being of Tikapa Moana, to 
learning the cultural and envi-
ronmental importance of rāhui, 
students have been building 
their capacity to not only un-
derstand, but shape the future 
of their communities. 

One activity saw students 
create and animate their own 
digital narratives; storytelling 
brought to life through coding, 
animation, and mātauranga 
Māori.

“These workshops aren’t just 
about tech,” Ngāti Tamaterā 
Treaty Settlement Trust chief 
executive Michelle Wilson said.

“They’re about preparing 
our rangatahi for the future of 
work, building their confidence 
with innovation, and connect-

ing their skills to the whenua 
and moana that sustain us.”

With the future of employ-
ment increasingly digital and 
global, Ngāti Tamaterā said the 
workshops were a vital part of 
its vision to strengthen iwi re-
silience, rangatahi leadership, 
and climate-conscious tech ca-
reers.

“This kaupapa demonstrated 
what was possible when iwi, 
educators, and innovators 
worked together: rangatahi 
who were culturally grounded, 
digitally equipped, and ready to 
lead.”
DETAILS: For more information or 
to bring these workshops to your 
kura, contact: michelle.wilson@
tamatera.iwi.nz or 021 568 708.

Digital innovation led by Ngāti Tamaterā
The Ngāti Tamaterā Digital Technology and Innovation Workshops fuse cutting-edge tech with tikanga.       Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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eves.co.nz

Now Priced

Waihi
130 Kensington Road 4 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19945

Affordable Lifestyle Living Starts Here
This four-bedroom, two-bathroom family home is set
on a generous 1765sqm (approx.) site offering space,
privacy, and a peaceful rural outlook. Located in a
prime spot with the college at the top of the driveway.
Detached garage/workshop and parking.

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
18 Silverton Road 4 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19911

Restored Homestead with Style
A stunning four-bedroom character homestead with a
unique, relaxed feel that promises the perfect blend of
comfort, space, and style. Step inside to an inviting light-
filled, open-plan dining room that flows effortlessly into
a full entertainer’s kitchen with ample storage.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
68 Roberts Street

eves.co.nz/ewa19936

Ready for Your Dream Home
A sunny, private 580 sqm (approx.) flat site tucked off
the road down a ROW, bordered by established trees
for added privacy. Power and water connections are
available on site. This blank canvas is ready and waiting
for your dream home. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $285,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Waihi
10 Richmal Street

eves.co.nz/ewa18421

Secure, Sunny, and Covenant-Free
Located on the outskirts of town offering lifestyle living
with town convenience. This 1722sqm (approx.) fully
fenced section features a gated entrance, private sunny
position and an orchard. The services include power,
water, stormwater, sewerage and fibre.

Asking Price $425,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

COURSES AVAILABLE
AT VALLEY EDUCATION

AND TRAINING

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

free courses • free transport

Would you like to upskill or change
the direction of your career?

We hold a range of courses that are free of charge
and available to all age groups.

• Foundation Skills L1, 20 weeks
• Mechanical Engineering L2, 25 weeks
• Agriculture L2, 26 weeks
• Retail L2, 15 weeks
• Agriculture, Te Mahi Whenua L3, 15 weeks
• Horticulture L3, 21 weeks

All our courses earn credits,
helping you to gain NCEA Levels 1 and 2

We offer short courses, Barista, Learners, and
Defensive driving, at a charge.
For more information, get in touch.

Kia ora.
I am an experienced
registered psychologist
working out of Thames
Medical Centre.
I work with all ages and can offer free counselling
to children, families and young people up
to 25 years of age, through the I Am Hope
Foundation and free sessions through WINZ,
Victim Support, Hauraki PHO and various
Employment Assistance Providers (EAP).
I also provide couples therapy. Mauri ora

Beryl Riley
Contact me on 027 780 0033
or briley459@gmail.com

It helps
to talk
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The storefront may be new, but the heart 
of Burton’s Butchery remains exactly 

the same.
After nine years of serving the commu-

nity from its familiar spot in Paeroa, Bur-
ton’s Butchery has packed up their cleav-
ers and counters and shifted to 9224 State 
highway 26, Matatoki - the former Thames 
Valley Bacon building.

“We’re still in the community - we’re just 
in a different location,” owner operator El-
liot Burton told The Profile.

It may not be “the full whack” like the 
previous spot in Paeroa, but the fourth gen-
eration butcher said they’re happy to be 
able to open up as a small country butcher 
shop.

“It’s really well set up for what we do. 
And we’ve done a full rebuild on it, pretty 
much. It is more custom-placed compared 
to where we were. For our compliance, it’s 

going to be a lot easier,” he said.
The new space comes with larger capa-

bilities for their home kill processing too, 
he said.

Despite the change in scenery, Burton’s 
will continue to serve its loyal and new cus-
tomers with the same quality meats and 
the same staff, along with the wide range 
of barbecue meat rubs.

One change to the schedule though was 
that Burton’s would be closed on Satur-
days.

“We’ve got three kids that do a lot of 
sport and things like that, so it’s just mak-
ing a change for ourselves a bit as well.”

But his goal for this year was to just re-
establish themselves in the new premises, 
and keep serving the community the best 
way he knows how: with friendly service 
and top quality meat.

- By Davidda Hikatangata

The Burton family outside their new Burton’s Butchery location in Matatoki.          Photo: SUPPLIED

ADVERTORIAL

New digs, same chops

YOUR NEW COUNTRY
BUTCHER

@ SH26 Matatoki
QUALITY EVERYTIME
Now With increased capacity

for Homekill
Still supplying homemade old fashioned
sausages and small goods made on site.

Raffle Packs available

Open: Mon - FriOOOpppeeennn::: MMMooonnn --- FFFrrriii
7am til 5.30pm777aaammm tttiiilll 555...333000pppmmm
SH26 MatatokiSSSHHH222666 MMMaaatttaaatttoookkkiii

Puriri picnic party indulges in ‘kiss-the-ring’

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Picnic parties to Puriri’s 
mineral water springs were 

greatly enjoyed, particularly 
one when the old game of 
‘Kiss-the-ring’ was enthusiasti-
cally revived. 

When sending out the in-
vitations to the picnic, strict 
instructions were given that 
there could be ‘no gooseber-
ries,’ and they must come in 
pairs. 

In heady anticipation of the 
good time they were going to 
have, the Thames party forgot 
that they would get very hun-
gry feeding on love alone, and 
arrived at Puriri without a billy 
to boil the water.

This difficulty was overcome 
by borrowing from the Paeroa 
party, and while the billy sim-
mered over the fire the game 
of dropping a handkerchief 
behind a chosen person in a 
circle, then racing to kiss them 
before they completed a run 
around the circle was indulged 
in. So much did they enjoy this 
that they thought they would 
try it again after their meal, 

A picnic party at Puriri mineral springs.                                      Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

and entered eagerly into the 
spirit of the game. 

As a fitting finale, the picnick-
ers in a state of embrace posed 
for a photographer. It was not 
known if the photo was going 
to be reproduced in the Auck-
land Weekly News, but if so it 
would cause great amusement 
at Thames where all boys and 
girls were said to be ‘so proper.’

At Karangahake, shopkeep-
ers met in Montgomery’s Hall 
to form an association for pro-
tection against bad debts.

There was a full attendance, 
rules were formulated, and eve-
ryone was supportive, which 
was shown in the way they 
paid up their subscriptions; it 
also showed how the credit was 
abused in the town.

Over at Waihī, the School 
committee asked the Auckland 
Board of Education to provide 

them with a second school or 
an infants’  school. 

There were 159 children of 
school age residing over one 
mile from the present school, 
of that number about 60 lived 
two miles away, and 40 of them 
were under 10 years of age. 

There were 24 children be-
tween the ages of five and seven 
not attending school at all, and 
a number of other children at-
tending the existing Catho-
lic school, paying a small fee, 
because it was nearer to their 
homes. 

Some of the children had to 
pass over three tramway cross-
ings of the Waihī Mining Com-
pany putting their lives in dan-
ger. The site proposed for the 
new school was 1.5 miles from 
the present school, in the cen-
tre Waihī.

Meanwhile, the steamer 

Waimarie when entering the 
Waihōu River was met by a very 
heavy mist which thickened as 
progress up the river was made.

After leaving Turua, the fog 
became so dense that it was im-
possible to see the bow from the 
bridge, and they moved at dead 
slow. The rudder then gave way 
altogether making navigation 
extremely difficult. 

This state of affairs continued 
for many miles up the river, 
Captain Bettis having a most 
anxious time. 

A scow was then struck by the 
steamer, the fog being so thick 
that the scow was not seen until 
the collision occurred. 

Eventually the Waimarie 
stuck on one of the banks, and 
the passengers and mails were 
brought by a pulling boat to 
McKee’s landing and then on to 
Paeroa.

1903

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. Which country has the highest 
wine consumption per capita in the 
world? a) France, b) Portugal, or c) 
Vatican City?
2. Who is the only driver to win a 
Formula One championship behind 
the wheel of his own car (that he had 
designed himself)? a) Jack Brabham, 
b) Jacques Villeneuve, or c) Mika Häk-
kinen?
3. The flag of Sri Lanka features which 
animal?
4. In which movie does a lonely Ha-
waiian girl adopt a blue alien experi-
ment (Experiment 626), unaware of 
his dangerous nature or his escape 
from a laboratory?
5. The now unused Tui Mine is close 
to which New Zealand town? a) Te 
Aroha, b) Thames or c) Waihī?
6. Jesuits or Jesuit Priests are asso-
ciated with which denomination of 
Christianity?
7. The Disney creation Dumbo uses 
what to fly?
8. Which brand contains stars from 
the Matariki cluster as part of its 
logo? a) DC, b) Starbucks, or c) Sub-
aru?
9. True or false: the southernmost 
point of the South Island is Bluff?
10. A Pomelo is what type of fruit? a) 
berry, b) citrus fruit, or c) stone fruit?

ANSWERS: 1.  c) Vatican City - mainly 
due to the use as communion wine; 2. a) 
Jack Brabham; 3. A lion; 4. Lilo and Stitch; 
5. Te Aroha; 6. Catholicism; 7. His ears; 
8. c) Subaru; 9. False. Slope Point is the 
southernmost point of the South Island 
and is 51km east, and 2km south of Bluff.; 
10. b) citrus fruit. 



08 THE VALLEY PROFILE, June 24, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz



HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2016 Holden Cruze S/W
2.0 Ltr Auto, Leather, Top Spec

TOP BUY
$9,990

2006 Daihatsu Sinon
Auto, NZ New, Low 76 Kms,

$6,990

2015 Ford Mondeo
Auto, Diesel, Alloys, T-Bar

TOP BUY

$12,990

2009 Mitsubishi Colt
Auto, Low 84 Kms, One Owner

JUST
$7,990

2007 Nissan Dualis
Auto, 2WD, New WOF & Service

JUST
$8,990

2017 Hyundai Elantra
Elite

Auto, NZ New, Top Spec

NOW
$13,990

2010 Subaru Legacy
2.5 Ltr Auto, Fully Optioned Model

NOW
$8,990

2014 Kia Sorento LX
Auto, AWD, Diesel

$9,990

Kopuarahi School students with Harold the Giraffe.      Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Students wear 
yellow for Harold
Students at Kopuarahi 

School were treated to a 
visit from Harold the giraffe on 
June 13. 

The visit was in recognition 
of Wear Yellow for Harold 
Day, a fundraising event for 
the Life Education Trust. 

Harold was accompanied by 
Frances Nicol from the Life 
Education Trust Waikato East 
region, along with some Hau-
raki Plains College students, 
two of whom were former Kop-
uarahi School students. 

The tamariki danced and 
chatted with Harold, and dis-
cussed some of the life lessons 

they had previously with him, 
such as “rock and feather” feel-
ings. Harold brought along 
prizes and worksheets to 
award the students for all their 
hard work over the school 
term. 

“The looks on their faces 
when Harold came through the 
door… They just love Harold,” 
Frances said. 

“And they can remember 
what they’ve been taught [by 
him].”

Harold also visited Te Reren-
ga School and Coromandel 
Area School for the event. 

Harold greets the kids with 
high fives.

Frances, left, with Harold and the Hauraki 
Plains College volunteers. 

Local radio 
the tops
Coromandel CFM is the most 

listened to radio station across 
its Coromandel Peninsula and 
Hauraki audience, according to a 
recent Curia Research poll.

The poll of 500 Thames-Co-
romandel residents aged 18 and 
above was conducted between 
June 3 and 10 this year, and re-
vealed CFM’s “dominant” 35 per 
cent share of the radio market.

Station owner and manager 
Lynda Grant said the result was 
“far ahead” of other stations such 
as Newstalk ZB (eight per cent) 
and Radio NZ (seven per cent).

The result came with a ±4.2 per 
cent margin of error at 95 per cent 
confidence, which Lynda said was 
“unparalleled in recent radio rat-
ing surveys”. “This 35 per cent 
share among listeners [aged 18-
plus] is humbling. We feel a huge 
responsibility to be the conduit for 
community messaging, support-
ing everything from fundraising, 
to local events,” she said. “Our 
dedicated team is proud of what 
we’ve achieved in just six years.”

Since launching from its Whi-
tianga studios, CFM had grown 
rapidly, Lynda said.  

By 2020, it expanded to five 
transmitter sites across the Coro-
mandel Peninsula, which helped 
cement its community-driven 
focus. With local news and a mu-
sic playlist featuring more than 
20 per cent New Zealand content 
- earning them two NZ On Air 
awards - Lynda said CFM had be-
come “the voice of the Coroman-
del”. It is now planning to launch 
CFM Retro, targeting listeners 
aged 60 and above.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Dance party time with Harold the Giraffe and student volunteers. 
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For all
your

gifting
needs

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586

christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

Paeroa’s Railway Reserve Playground is due
for an upgrade and expansion.

Our local tamariki have already shared their ideas, and now we invite
you to share your aspirations.Your input will help us prioritise features

for this new playground before we seek external funding.

Join us for a free event!
Sunday 29 June - 10am to 12pm

Railway Reserve, Paeroa
Sausage sizzle • Face painting • Music

We’ll be at the event to assist in survey submissions or scan
theQR code to share your thoughts and find out more.

The survey is live until Monday 30 June 2025.

FREE
CONFIDENTIAL
ADVICE &
SUPPORT

Hauraki Old Post Office Building
101 Normanby Road, Paeroa
Opening hours: Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday 10am-1pm
07 863 7640 or 021 318 946
hauraki@cab.org.nz

Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council is working to-

wards its goal of net-zero car-
bon emissions by 2050. 

On June 5, the council’s sus-
tainability and community 
resilience committee was pre-
sented with a proposed climate 
change strategy and proposed 
greenhouse gas emissions re-
duction plan. 

Both plans aim at better fu-
tureproofing the district, the 
council said in a recent press 
release.

“The climate change strategy 
sets a net-zero emissions target 
for 2050 and includes adopting 
a greater risk management ap-
proach, alongside programmes 
for climate change adaptation 
and mitigation. 

“It also recognises the im-
pacts of climate change on the 
district and on Māori as well as 
many potential opportunities 
from working with a collabora-
tive approach,” council said.

“The greenhouse gas emis-
sions reduction plan, which 
ties in with the climate change 
strategy, identifies council’s 
emission volumes and how 
much these need to be reduced 

to meet long-term reduction 
goals.”

The council said some of the 
most effective ways it could 
achieve this goal would be by 
continuing to move its vehicle 
fleet to electric and continu-
ing its water conservation pro-
gramme of leak detection. 

This was broken down into 
three-yearly targets and would 
achieve zero-net emissions in-
crementally. 

“The interim targets ac-
knowledge the potential up-
coming changes to council’s fu-
ture water services delivery as 
part of Local Water Done Well.

“It was noted that this is a 
matter that will need to be 
worked through with relevant 
parties once there is more clar-
ity around who will be provid-
ing future water services for 
council,” council said.

The committee approved 
both documents. 

The council said it would 
now recommend the climate 
change strategy for adoption 
at its June 24 meeting, and 
the greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction plan at its August 5 
meeting.

Net-zero 
emissions goal 
on the cards

Nearly 50 people turned up 
to the Thames War Memo-

rial Civic Centre on June 18 to 
celebrate the impact of volun-
teering in Thames.

It was a time to thank the 
hundreds of people who con-
tribute volunteer time to filling 
the gaps in services and creat-
ing a more supportive commu-
nity.

The ripple effect of volun-
teering in inspiring societal 
change was the theme of the 
guest speech.

Guest speaker Andrew Con-
naughton, of Never Surrender 
Boxing Gym and a volunteer 
in the fields of youth activities, 
sport and community fund-
raising, told the audience vol-
unteering had a massive effect 

Thames volunteers celebrated
A celebration of Thames volunteers was held on June 18. BELOW: Guest speaker Andrew Connaughton of Never 
Surrender Boxing Gym talks to the crowd at the event.                       Photos: SUPPLIED/TCDC

beyond just the few hours an 
individual contributes.

“Volunteering shapes our 
culture where helping each 
other is seen as normal. Young 
people grow up and see kind-

ness in action, and feel empow-
ered to do the same. 

“It starts with one small act, 
but before you know it, you’ve 
touched thousands of lives,” he 
said.
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Thames ValleyThames Valley
Club RugbyClub Rugby

SENIOR B - Championship Round 5 - June 28th

SENIOR C - Championship Round 5 - June 28th

PPPrrreeemmmiiieeerrr MMMeeennn - RRR111222 - JJJuuunnneee 222888ttthhh
Rhodes Park, Thames
2pm Kick Off

Boyd Park, Te Aroha
2pm Kick Off

Centennial Park, Paeroa
2pm Kick Off

The Lyons Den, Whitianga
2pm Kick Off

Centennial Park, Paeroa
1pm Kick Off
Cory Park Domain, Tairua
12.25pm Kick Off
Boyd Park, Te Aroha
12.25pm Kick Off

Hayward Domain, Ngatea
12.25pm Kick Off
Kenny St, Waihi
12.25pm Kick Off

BYE

Womens’ Competition - June 29th
Waitakaruru INTL Stadium
1pm Kick Off

Boyd Park, Te Aroha
1pm Kick Off

Byes to Semi Finals: Paeroa (Qualifier 1) • Coromandel (Qualifier 2)
Paeroa will play the winner of Quarter Final 2 and Coromandel will play the winner of Quarter Final 1

Quarter Final 1 Quarter Final 2

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Val tackles a tabletop game during the event to celebrate International Steampunk Day.             Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Diana, left, Kathryn and Alan are visitors to Thames for the parlour day.
Raewyn Crawford shows off her 
steampunk outfit.

Punky parlour games
Steampunk enthusiasts gath-

ered in Thames on June 14 to 
celebrate International Steam-
punk Day.

The day kicked off with parlour 
games at the Salvation Army 
Hall, with participating clubs vy-
ing for the inaugural Steampunk 
Parlour Games Championship 
Trophy. Members from The Air 
Krackens in Auckland, Kraken’s 
Lair in Whangārei, Cambridge’s 
Treetown Steamers, Steampunk 
Tauranga and Hamilton’s Waipa 
Steamers joined the Thames 
club to participate in the “silly” 
games. 

Steampunk the Thames presi-
dent Caroline Thomas said the 
parlour games were chosen for 
their fun and silliness. Tokens 

were awarded to winners of the 
games, which included Banana 
Joe, Bedbugs, air hockey, giant 
dominoes, Pictureka, Bucking 
Broncos, Tiddlywinks, Hungry 
Shark and more. 

The day was rounded off with 
Glowing Escapades at 5pm, a 
promenade down Thames’ Pol-
len St in illuminated costumes. 

Caroline said the event was a 
fun way for steampunkers to get 
together mid-year. 

The committee is now look-
ing ahead to its November 
Steampunk Festival, which will 
also mark the group’s 10-year 
anniversary. The theme for No-
vember’s event is “Steampunk It 
Your Way”. 

Simon, aka “Atticus Pickles”. A game of Banana Joe. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Perusing Pictureka for hidden images. Ray and Ruth play air hockey.
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Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

MORTON TIMBER CLEVEDON
WE OFFERALL SUPPLIES FOR:

• Landscaping • Hardware
• Rural & Domestic Fencing

• Retaining • Decking
• Housing & Farm Buildings

Contact us for a free quote and check
out our website for specials.
We also offer delivery services

to rural & urban areas.

SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz 022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

“We advertised our bike conversions 
only in the Valley Profile and we 
are still amazed at how many 
people are coming in. We certainly 
didn’t expect the response we 
have had. There are a lot of people 
reading the paper that you don’t 
realise.

- Miles and Diane, HP Motors

Back the local paper 
that’s read cover to cover!
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

SPORTS REPORTS
AND THEN THERE WERE FOUR
From Tighthead Ted’s crystal ball
Club Wrap Round 11 : June 21, 2025
And then there were four. But ole Tighthead Ted 
still needs his abacus to work out where Waihou, 
Mercury Bay and Paeroa are going to finish on 
the ladder after next week’s games. Thames 
have dropped out of the race after going down 
to Mercury Bay this last weekend at Whitianga 
- always a hard task against the Marlins on the 
coast! Out with the abacus then, let’s see what’s 
going to happen. Mercury Bay hosting Hauraki 
North, and the Bay should win. Paeroa hosting 
Whangamata, and again, the home side should 
win.  
This is the battle for the silver and bronze, with 
Paeroa a point ahead, a win with no bonus point 
is all they need, as they are a point ahead of the 
Bay on the log already, so a tie puts Paeroa into 
second on who beat who. So me old mates at 
Whitianga will be hoping that Whangamata can 
upset the Green Machine, giving the Bay sec-
ond spot on the ladder. Waihou will be hoping 
for a triple upset, North taking out the Bay and 
Whanga doing the business on Paeroa, while 
they beat Waihi, which would catapult the Mon-
gose into second.  
So the weekend’s results. First up a visit to the 
coast was in order, and the mighty Marlins 
tamed the Thames Taniwha. Not an easy task at 
the best of times as the behemoth Thames pack 
takes a lot of taming, with their ball carries al-
ways gaining the advantage line and beyond it al-
ways a tough task. Mercury Bay played the long 
game though, relying on their superior fitness to 
bring them home, and it did. The Thames pack 
tired, errors started to creep in, and discipline 
started to slip, along with set piece accuracy, and 
the 13-5 halftime lead turned into a 29-25 loss 
after 80 minutes. Thames were well served by 
tryscorer Koen Liddell, a young lock who needs 
the weights, not the fitness, as the young bloke 
has a V8 motor attached to his bicycle like frame.
Paeroa was the other match of the round with ‘all 
to play for’ the Green Machine hosting Waihou.
Paeroa, though, played one of their best halves 
of rugby in a long time - looking very similar to 
the champion Paeroa Peace Cup side of 1982.  
With tighthead prop Johnson McKain becoming 
the first centurion for the club, the team hit the 
ground running, and had blown Waihou off the 
park 29-0 at the turn. Waihou though, are one 

of those teams that THT used to hate playing.  
You’re thumping the buggers, taking them to 
the cleaners, giving them an old fashioned hid-
ing, but they just don’t give up, they don’t know 
when they’re bloody well beaten. And so it was, 
Waihou won the second spell 19-12 as Paeroa 
reverted to form with ill-discipline allowing the 
Mongoose back into the game. Two Waihou tries 
while Paeroa were resting players in the bin with 
yellow cards told the tale - if Paeroa can stop the 
silly penalties, they’ll be hard to beat in the com-
ing weeks. The home team were well served by 
young lock Korbin Chwesik, who is growing into 
his game each week, and McKain in his 100th 
was a rock at the set piece.
Onto the Surf ‘n’ Turf Cup played between 
Whangamata and Hauraki North. It turned out to 
be a cracking match too. With neither team in 
contention for a top four place, the match could 
have been a dead rubber, but with Myles McDuff 
looking down from on high, the two teams went 
hammer and tongs in the battle for the Cup.  Af-
ter 15 minutes it looked like Whangamata was 
going to run away with the game, with a couple 
of training ground specials providing tries, and a 
penalty throwing the score up to 17 zip for al-
most zero expenditure of energy! North though, 
snared a try just before the break for oranges, 
and 5-17 was the score after 40.
The second spell turned into a see-saw affair, 
North clawed their way back to 13-17, carried on 
the back of some rampaging runs from their big 
tighthead prop Kol McCaskill. Whangamata then 
woke up and scored a trademark close quarter 
try, and then from the kickoff almost, put up an 
old fashioned bomb that North let bounce, and 
boom, 14 points in two minutes put the score 
out to 31-13.  Game over one would think, but 
two late tries to North, one a just reward for Mc-
Caskill, saw the home side trailing by six with five 
minutes to go.  
No miracle like last week’s win against Thames 
this week though, much to the delight of Corby’s 
liver, and Whangamata held on to win by six 
points. 
Cracking game, the Red ‘n’ White’s kept the Cup, 
with the team led from the front by skipper Ja-
cob Chaplin, Zach Clarke at number eight in fine 
form and Maradona O’Halloran playing his trade 
well at hooker. 
There was another match for the round, but CO-
BRAS defaulted to Waihi. Not ideal for Waihi two 
weeks out from finals, and not a great look for 
COBRAS defaulting late.

Eli Fale makes his Thames senior debut.               Photo: MARK BROWN

TVRFU CLUB RUGBY

Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Thames dig deep for hard-earned point at 
Northern United
After a weather-enforced break last week, T&R 
Interior Systems Thames FC Mens hit the road 
again, heading east to take on Northern United 
Humblebees in another Hamilton-based clash, 
fresh and eager for a positive result.
With the morning mist clearing, Thames began 
the match at Ashurst Park strongly, dictating the 
game’s early tempo despite injuries thinning 
their ranks in recent weeks. Twelve minutes in, 
the early dominance culminated in the opening 
goal. Fernando Bassem Souilem collected the 
ball wide left, linking neatly with Michael Sogo.
The tricky winger jinked into the box and crossed 
to 17-year-old Troy Costello, who glanced an un-
orthodox but effective header into the net for his
first senior goal. Thames continued to hold the 
upper hand, with Sam Cox going close from a 
trademark free-kick on the left before Souilem 
was gifted a chance by a poor goalkeeper clear-
ance, only to drag his shot wide. 
Northern United regrouped and gained a foot-
hold, with Joseph Loeffen cutting inside and 
curling a shot just wide of Matt Burchell’s goal. 
Thames held firm to take a pleasing 1-0 lead into 

half-time. The controlled first half transitioned 
into a frantic second, with the game becoming 
stretched as the depleted squad began to tire. 
Xavier Brown dug deep, bursting from mid-
field and setting up Sogo, whose shot narrowly 
missed the post. 
Northern United had several chances to equal-
ise, including a fierce volley brilliantly saved by 
Burchell, who reacted expertly and parried one-
handed down to his right. The Thames goalkeep-
er again came to the rescue as a Loeffen shot was 
tipped over. 
With only 15 minutes remaining, Thames’ brave 
defence finally cracked. A lofted cross into the 
box triggered a melee, with the ball fortuitously 
falling to Craig Jessep, who tapped into an empty 
net to level the game.
Thames finished the match strongly, pressing for 
a late winner. Mike Kim’s mazy run from the left 
created space for a right-footed rasping drive 
that narrowly missed the top corner. The 1-1 
result brought plenty of positives, including a 
glimpse into the future, with 14-year-old Eli Fale
making his senior Thames debut. 
“We showed good grit, especially after losing 
key players to injuries,” defender Sanket Gurung 
said. “A win would have been the cherry on top, 
but it was a well-fought draw nonetheless.”

FOOTBALL
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60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea
867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349
John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

Z242E
42” cut fabricated mower deck, 21.5hp V-Twin
Kawasaki Engine

R 214TC
94cm mulching deck, Hydrostatic Transmission,
V-Twin Husqvarna Series Engine

TS 114
38” cut, Hydrostatic
Transmission, Husqvarna
Series Engine

$5,290

Z242E R 214TC

$8,690$8,990

Event organiser and PTA 
spokesperson Clare Ward said: 
“every year the Kaihere Hunt 
gets bigger and better and none 
of this would be possible with-
out the amazing support of the 
community, so a massive thank 
you to everyone who put their 
hand up to help or sponsor the 
event”.

Major prize winners were 
Max Skiffington for the most 
possums; Gary Wharton for 
heaviest deer and Frank Ward 
for most overall pests.

The Kaihere Hunt is set to be-
come an annual fixture.
DETAILS: For more updates follow 
Kaihere School or search for the 
Kaihere PTA on Facebook. 

Kaihere Hunt ‘bigger and better’
A fundraising initiative 

kicked off across the week-
end of June 6- 8, raising $6700 
to go towards Project Active 
Turf, a community initiative 
to cover the front courts at 
Kaihere School with sports 
turf. 

The Kaihere Hunt saw more 
than 70 hunters bring in a 
count of 813 possums, 500 kg 
of deer and pigs, and 302 pests 
such as peacocks, magpies, 
rabbits and rats.

The event brought the com-
munity together in a way that 
was unique to rural New Zea-
land, the school said.

As the spoils of hunting were 
being counted and weighed, 
the event featured a variety of 
activities for everyone to enjoy 
including bake sales, a colour-
ing competition for children, 
face painting, a pig run for the 
adults and possum throw for 
the kids - as well as the oppor-
tunity to watch possum pluck-
ing. 

Maureen Coleman and Brian 
Neilson, of the Thames Valley 
Deerstalkers Association, over-
saw the judging alongside the 
Kaihere Parent Teachers As-
sociation.

The hunting and local com-
munity gathered at Kaihere 
School in good numbers to 
watch the results come in. 

People pluck the possums at this year’s Kaihere Hunt. BELOW: Face painting was a big hit.  Photos: SUPPLIED

Restrictions 
on carbon 
forestry
Federated Farmers’ ‘Save our 
Sheep’ campaign has taken a ma-
jor step forward recently with the 
government introducing legisla-
tion to stop carbon forestry on 
productive farmland, Federated 
Farmers says.

“This legislation is a really 
positive step forward - but from 
a farmer’s perspective, it’s long 
overdue,” Federated Farmers 
meat & wool chair Toby Williams 
said. 

The ‘Save our Sheep’ platform 
has been getting plenty of traction 
in recent weeks with a viral social 
media campaign and a strategi-
cally placed billboard directly op-
posite the Beehive. 

“The Emissions Trading 
Scheme (ETS) has been screwing 
the scrum in favour of forestry 
over farming by subsidising pine 
trees to offset fossil fuel emis-
sions,” Mr Williams said.

“These new restrictions will 
put the squeeze on wholesale 
pine planting driven by carbon 
returns but won’t hinder genuine 
production forestry or smaller 
farm woodlots.” Farmers would 
be raising serious questions about 
15,000 hectares of LUC 6 farm-
land being allocated by a ballot 
process each year, he said.

“That is a huge amount of land 
still going into pine trees and 
that’s what farmers will currently 
be using as breeding country.”
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

spreaders

Mag 45 Causmag
duster & spreader

45 L
$2910 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

120 L
$3500 + GST

Spreadmax easy
lock drive fertiliser
spreader 120 L
$4500 + GST

Spreadmax easy
lock drive fertiliser
spreader 240 L
$4900 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

240 L
$3900 + GST

Spreadmax
TPL750 fertiliser
spreader 750 L
$5700 + GST

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

Kāinga Ora’s decision to use wool carpet 
in its social housing is a massive win for 

wool growers but won’t be enough to save 
the industry on its own, Federated Farmers 
says.

“Our wool industry is in major freefall, 
and this move from Kāinga Ora is the para-
chute we desperately need,” Federated 
Farmers meat and wool chair Toby Wil-
liams said. 

“This will slow our drop a bit but, in real-
ity, what we really need now is an updraft 
to lift wool back up into being the number-
one fibre globally.

“It’s certainly a massive step in the right 
direction, though, and we’re very pleased 
with the announcement.”

Williams said Kāinga Ora was New Zea-
land’s largest landlord, so its contract has 
the capability to soak up large volumes of 
wool, which in turn will help drive up pric-
es. As well as transitioning to using wool 
carpet in its new social housing, Kāinga Ora 
will also use wool carpet in existing homes 
if the whole house needs recarpeting, such 
as when renovating older properties. 

The decision comes after a recent Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP) inviting both wool 
and nylon carpet providers to tender for the 
supply of carpet and underlay in its proper-
ties. 

“Last year Federated Farmers slammed 
Kāinga Ora for initially deciding to categor-
ically rule out using woollen carpets in its 
social housing,” Williams said.

“Our homegrown wool is an incredible 
product and it beggared belief that Kāinga 
Ora weren’t even giving wool the chance to 
compete against nylon products. That was 

a total slap in the face for struggling Kiwi 
sheep farmers and rural communities, and 
we made it very clear it was a ridiculous, 
short-sighted decision. It’s great they saw 
sense and allowed wool to have a crack - 
and even better that a wool provider has 
won the contract.

Williams says the decision is the result of 
a massive collaborative effort across the en-
tire wool industry. 

“Federated Farmers and other groups 
have been working really hard for years to 
get the government engaged with, and lis-
tening to, wool growers.

“We recently launched our SOS: Save Our 
Sheep campaign to hammer home the mes-
sage that we need urgent action if we’re to 
keep our sheep and wool industry from col-
lapsing entirely. Farmers are sick of woolly 
ideas - they want solid actions like this.

“It just shows that strong leadership from 
the government can be a factor in restoring 
confidence to our embattled wool indus-
try.”

Williams said the housing agency’s deci-
sion is also a big step forward for environ-
mental sustainability. 

“If Kāinga Ora had picked a fossil fuel-
derived synthetic carpet over a sustainable 
New Zealand-grown woollen product, just 
because it’s cheaper, it would have been a 
disaster.”

Williams says he’s also really pleased that 
high-quality, sustainable Kiwi wool will 
be in the homes of some of New Zealand’s 
most vulnerable tenants.

Kāinga Ora will transition to using wool 
carpet in its new homes from July 1, when 
the supply arrangements come into effect.

Wool carpet decision 
a ‘parachute’
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18dBA

FlooringWallpaper
Curtains Blinds Paint

Create a warm

healthy home with

a range of window

coverings - curtains

and blinds to keep

you warm

and cosy

all season long.

448 Pollen Street, Thames 3500
(07) 868 6695

sales.thames@guthriebowron.co.nz
Store Hours:
Monday - Friday: 8.30am - 5.00pm
Saturday: 9.00am - 12.00pm Sunday: Closed

ADVERTISING FEATUREKeeping CosyKeeping Cosy

It’s not unusual for people in the Hauraki-
Coromandel to wake up in the morning to 

thick fog or an ice-laden windscreen.
This is winter in our neck of the woods, 

and it’s about to get even colder.
Not indoors though. That’s about to 

warm up. The simple joy of feeling cosy 
becomes a top priority for many people 
throughout  our region.

Whether it’s wrapping up in woolly 
clothes, sipping hot drinks and snuggling 
with loved ones and pets - staying comfort-
able through the colder months is essential.

The Keeping Cosy feature in The Valley 
Profile is the guide to all things cosy.

From heat pump solutions at Comfort 
Group, effective window coverings at 
Guthrie Bowron Thames, to warm wool car-

pets at Flooring Xtra Kōpū and heaters and 
heat pumps at 100% Thames - there are op-
tions close-to-home for locals who want to 
get cosy and stay cosy this winter season.

If you’re planning a full home upgrade or 
just looking for small ways to boost your 
warmth and comfort, this feature is full of 
inspiration and trusted local businesses 
ready to help. 

Winter doesn’t have to be something 
we get through - with the right tools and 
touches, it can be a season filled with com-
fort, connection and the simple pleasures 
of home.

Take a peek through the following pages 
to find out what experts in our regions have 
to say about keeping cosy.

- By Davidda Hikatangata

Get warm, stay warm

As the winter chill kicks in and temper-
atures drop, staying warm isn’t just 

about turning up the thermostat: it’s about 
creating a home that truly feels cosy.

Blankets and fireplaces offer quick relief, 
but the key to consistent warmth and real 
cosiness lies in choosing effective window 
coverings such as curtains and blinds.

That’s where Guthrie Bowron at 448 Pol-
len St, Thames, comes in - a specialist in 
curtains and blinds that do more than just 
dress your windows.

Led by owners Bruce and Eleanor Birrell, 
Guthrie Bowron’s products are carefully 
chosen and custom-made with warmth and 
style in mind.

Their thermal-lined curtains and insulat-
ing blinds help retain heat during colder 

months, reducing energy loss through win-
dows - which is one of the biggest culprits 
for indoor heat escape.

Layered window treatments, such as 
pairing sheer curtains with thicker drapes, 
add both design depth and an extra ther-
mal barrier. And it’s not just about blocking 
the cold. The right fabrics can absorb and 
reflect warmth from the sun during the day, 
helping to naturally heat the rooms.

Guthrie Bowron has for many years been 
a trusted brand in Thames, Hauraki Plains 
and the wider Coromandel Peninsula, and 
aims to help customers find the best op-
tions for their home that not only look and 
feel great - but keep the home warm and 
welcoming all season long.       

- By Davidda HikatangataGet cosy and stay cosy this winter in the Hauraki-Coromandel.                                 File Photo: PIXABAY

Warmth all season long

Visit Guthrie Bowron Thames for window covering solutions.                           Photo: SLENDER MORRIS
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THAMES & WHITIANGA
Your local electric heating specialists

100% Thames
626 Pollen Street
(07) 868 6124

100%Whitianga
4/9 Joan Gaskel Drive

(07) 866 5726

FREE
NO-OBLIGATION

QUOTE

ADVERTISING FEATUREKeeping CosyKeeping Cosy

For many, making the leap to install-
ing a heat pump is an expensive 

gamble.
However, “understanding the pros 

and cons of heat pumps versus port-
able heaters can save users money 
in the long run,” says Mark Milmine, 
owner of 100% Thames and Whi-
tianga.

Portable heaters have their place. 
Understanding the basic costs and 
benefits of each type of portable 
heater could avoid a disappointing re-
sult. Heat pumps are now well-estab-
lished as the primary heat source for 
kiwi homes. Further, a heat pump can 
cool a room as well as heat it, allowing 
you to use it as an air conditioner.

Before choosing a size, style or 
model of heat pump, you need to 
consider their pros, cons and cost-
effectiveness. Pros include: warm, dry 
and comfortable; lower heating costs 
(usually); dehumidifying; air filtering; 
cooling.

Cons include: noise; not so good in 
low temperatures; draughts/breeze; 

initial dollar outlay.
100% Thames and Whitianga 

only stock reputable brands of heat 
pumps, including Panasonic, Mitsubi-
shi Electric and Fujitsu.

A free, no-obligation quote is the 
only way to ensure the right model is 
selected to heat the target space ef-
ficiently. 

Electric heaters can be expensive 
to run and aren’t usually powerful 
enough to keep living areas warm. 

However, their low purchase price 
means they’re often the best value 
for money in small spaces like the 
bedroom or study, or to provide a 
short-term boost for spaces heated 
by heat pump or wood fire. Oil col-
umn heaters provide efficient and 
cost effective heating for longer term 
use. Ideal for medium to large rooms 
needing constant temperature, but 
not useful for quick, targeted heating. 

Oscillating tower fan heaters offer 
fast, even heating thanks to fan, large 
element and oscillation. 

Good for quickly heating an office 

or rumpus room.
Panel heaters are fast and quiet, 

they are ideal to warm up all objects 
and people in line with the radiant 
waves, providing a pleasant warmth. 
Convection heaters provide fast heat-
ing for medium to large-sized rooms 
and are perfect for rooms where oc-
casional heating is required. 

Personal fan heaters deliver instant 
directional heat. Ideal to quickly heat 
a space and/or provide directional 
warmth. Cheap to buy, often expen-
sive to run long term.  

The staff at 100% Thames and Whi-
tianga are trained to assist customers 
in identifying their underlying needs 
and choosing a heating solution that 
is right for them. Leading brands in-
clude Dimplex and Delonghi – both 
recommended by Consumer NZ.

“Understanding the goals of the 
purchase - heating what? How quick-
ly? For how long? - is critical in avoid-
ing an expensive mistake,” Mark says.

 - Supplied by 100% Thames 
and Whitianga

Stay warm all winter with 100%
100% Thames and Whitianga has a wide range of heat pumps and heaters on offer.                                     Photo: SUPPLIED

Flooring Xtra Kōpū works closely 
with our partner Victoria Carpets 

to supply and install a very high qual-
ity range of wool carpets made with 
New Zealand wool to warm and 
beautify your home, that are aligned 
to our values of sustainability for the 
future.

Victoria Carpets is committed to 
minimizing the company’s impact 
on the environment. In the past two 
decades, Victoria Carpets has already 
significantly reduced energy con-
sumption and greenhouse emission 
per linear meter of carpet produced, 
across its manufacturing facilities. 

We continue to focus and invest 
heavily in ways to reduce waste, de-
crease our carbon footprint and pro-
duce more sustainable products. 

Our signature and well-known 
wool carpet ranges are made using 
high quality New Zealand wool, which 
is a natural, biodegradable, renew-
able and organic fibre. 

The wool yarn is spun locally, at our 
state-of-the-art wool spinning mill in 
Bendigo - country Victoria, allowing 
for an effective quality control, reduc-
tion in waste and emissions.

Post-Industrial recycling practices 
are in place for raw materials, packag-
ing and marketing material, to name 
a few. Victoria Carpets has various 
ongoing projects to achieve further 
milestones in our journey to decrease 
our carbon footprint, working inter-
nally across different areas of the 
business, primarily on reducing fur-
ther waste to landfill.

We are continuously working with 
our suppliers to ensure that collec-
tively we improve our green creden-
tials, reduce energy consumption and 
increase the use of recycled content.

Sustainability statistics: Recovering, 
repurposing and recycling practices in 
place; Internal waste reduction by 53 
per cent; Waste to landfill reduction 
by 23 per cent; Gas and electricity 
usage down 22 per cent; Green gas 
emissions reduced by 5 per cent; and 
Upgrades across manufacturing pro-
cesses. 

To help you warm your home this 
winter with beautiful new wool car-
pet, we are also offering free underlay 
with any purchases over 55 sqm until 
June 30, 2025.

 -Supplied by Flooring Xtra Kōpū

Wool carpets warm, beautify
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Gardening for July
WINTER AT AEROVIEWWINTER AT AEROVIEW

382 Ngati Maru Highway
Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week

June & July Mon-Fri 8.30am to 5pm
Sat & Sun 8.30am to 4pm

NEW SEASON ROSES
In-store now

• Standards • Hybrid Tea
• Climbers • Floribunda
• Old Fashioned • David Austin

and new releases from
Matthews Nurseryyry

Our First Shipment
of New Season

Deciduous & Fruit Trees
have arrived
Instore

Pruning - It’s time
to prune.

Come meet Paul and see
our pruning demo Sunday
20th & Sunday 27th July

@ 1.00pm.
Learn to prune roses, fruit

trees, grapes
& hydrangeas

What to do in theWhat to do in the
garden in Julygarden in July

Come meet Bob the
local “Vireya Guru”
- 20th July at 12pm.
Learn all about

Vireyas, the tropical
Rhododendron, how
to care for them,
he is there for any
questions you may

have.

BOOK YOUR FREE IN-HOME
CONSULTATION TODAY

90 Kopu Road THAMES
07 868 7608

quotes.thames@flooringxtra.co.nz

KOPU

Available on selected ranges. Ts & Cs apply.

Sale ends 30/06/25

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Non planting
Day

2

Plant above
ground crops

3

Plant above
ground crops

4

Plant above
ground crops

5

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

6

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

7

Non planting
Day

8

Non planting
Day

9

Non planting
Day

10

Plant above
ground crops

11

Full Moon

12

Non planting
Day

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

16

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

17

Non planting
Day

18

Non planting
Day

19

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

20

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

24

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

25

NewMoon

26

Non planting
Day

27

Non planting
Day

28

Non planting
Day

29

Non planting
Day

30

Plant above
ground crops

31

Plant above
ground crops

July 2025July 2025
Moon PlantingMMMoon Planting
CalendarCalendar

CCCalllendddar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

Keeping CosyKeeping Cosy

The coldest days of winter often occur in 
the month of July. In many areas it is bleak, 

frosty days make gardening difficult. 
Yet it is not all gloom, for there are many 

cheerful flowers beginning to emerge in the 
garden. They do help to lift our spirits. Snow-
drops, daffodils, freesias, lachenalia and many 
flowering shrubs. One of my favourites is 
Leptospermum or Manuka. Cheer up, spring 
will arrive soon. It is a time of planning for the 
busy months ahead. 

Tasks for July: Late sowings of broad beans 
can still be made, but hurry. It is late but worth 
still doing. Stake or support broad beans as 
they grow. Sow main season onions. Many 
seedlings can be raised in containers under 
shelter in the coldest district. 

Continue to make successive sowings of 
spinach, cabbages, cauliflowers and broccoli. 
Prepare the vegetable beds for spring sowing. 
Late winter and early spring flowering annuals 
and bulbs begin to bloom. Cultivate carefully. 

Complete pruning of deciduous fruit trees. 
Start planting new shrubs and trees. Check out 
our local nurseries for choice specimens. For 
all of you who have been itching to get those 
rose bushes tidied up, well it’s your time. July 
is the time to prune the roses and spray with 
lime sulphur and then again in two weeks. 

Sow your favourite veggies like beetroot, 
lettuce, mizuna, silverbeet, and kale. Cover 
where possible to protect. Continue harvesting 
beetroot, carrots, cabbage, kale, leeks, rocket, 
silverbeet if lucky enough to have all this pro-
duce in your garden. 

When planting new crops make sure you put 
plenty of slug bait and derris dust around the 

Enjoy your winter garden

Here are some top tips for keeping cosy 
and warming your home.

Layer up indoors: Wear warm clothes like 
jerseys, socks, and slippers.

Use blankets: Keep soft throws on the 
couch and bed for extra warmth.

Close curtains at night: Keep heat in by 
closing curtains or blinds after sunset.

Let sunlight in: Open curtains during the 
day to let natural heat warm your rooms.

Block draughts: Use draft stoppers on 
doors and seal gaps around windows.

Use rugs: Place rugs on bare floors to 
stop heat escaping.

Warm up your bed: Use a hot water bot-
tle, electric blanket, or extra duvet.

Cook at home: Baking or cooking warms 
the kitchen and adds comfort.

Close unused rooms: Keep doors shut to 
focus heat where you need it.

Winter tips to keep cosy
ADVERTISING FEATURE

GardeningGardening ADVERTISING FEATURE

Use heaters and heat pumps: Great for 
warming the room.

These small changes make your home 
feel warmer, cosier, and more energy-
efficient.

seedlings to protect from pests. 
In the flower garden: Now is the time to 

plant winter sweet, camellias, viburnum, win-
ter roses, hellebores, dianthus, leucadendrons, 
violets, daphne, kowhai and flowering kale.  

In the fruit garden it is all about planting 
new season fruit trees. Check for earliest signs 
of bud movement on early season plums and 
peaches. Inspect terminal leaf buds critically. 
Green tip sprays are vital for control of leaf 
curl and bladder plum infections.Apply copper 
spray or similar. 

Harvest citrus carefully, cut them instead of 
pulling the fruit off. 

This helps protect the trees from infection. 
Cold temperatures are responsible for intensi-
fying skin colour, but it doesn’t necessarily indi-
cate full maturity. Tasting the fruit is often the 
best way to check for ripeness. Be wary of pos-
sible frosts so make sure you have frost cloth 
to cover susceptible plants. Put tree prunings 
into the compost bin.

Enjoy your garden, stay warm.
- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle

Harvest citrus carefully, cut them instead of 
pulling the fruit off.     File Photo: PIXABAY
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DOWNLOAD THE APP
CFM.CO.NZ/APP

TUNE IN TO
AFTERNOONS

WITH ROB

EAST
COAST

WEST
COAST

Kōkā (100 mins) M. Māori elder Hamo and local delinquent Jo form an unlikely bond on a road trip.
Confronting their demons and traumas, they begin a journey of healing, community and reconciliation.
F1: The Movie (156 mins) M. A Formula One driver comes out of retirement to mentor and team up with a
younger driver. From the filmmakers from Top Gun. Stars Brad Pitt. Shot during actual Grand Prix weekends.
The Great Lillian Hall (110 mins) M. Lillian Hall, a Broadway actress, has never missed a
performance throughout her long, illustrious career. Yet in the rehearsals her confidence is
challenged. People and events conspire to take away her ability to do what she loves most.
How To Train Your Dragon (125 mins) PG. As an ancient threat endangers both Vikings and dragons
alike on the isle of Berk, the friendship between Hiccup, an inventive Viking, and Toothless, a Night Fury
dragon, becomes the key to both species forging a new future together.
Lilo & Stitch (108 mins) PG. One for the kids. The wildly funny and touching story of a lonely
Hawaiian girl and the fugitive alien who helps to mend her broken family.
OCEAN with David Attenborough (97 mins) PG. Through spectacular sequences of coral reefs, kelp
forests and open ocean, David shares why a healthy ocean keeps the entire planet stable and flourishing.
Stunning, immersive cinematography showcases the wonder of life under the seas and exposes the realities
and challenges facing our ocean, yet the story is one of optimism: the ocean can recover gloriously.
The Salt Path (115 mins) M.Based on the best-selling book. A couple embark on a year-long trek along
the coast of Cornwall after losing their home and later discovering the husband has been diagnosed with
a terminal illness. An honest and life-affirming true story of the healing power of the natural world.

Movies from Thursday 26 June to Wednesday 2 July
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Exhibition to open for Thames artists
The first of the featured artists for July, 

at the southern end of the Thames Art 
Gallery, is local Ian Jones. Ian’s interest in 
art was re-ignited when the most cherished 
person went out of his life, but the love he 
felt for her did not. He attempted to fill the 
void left with almost anything. He tried 
making things but that didn’t work, but he 
persevered anyway, with grim determina-
tion.

Ian grew up in an industrious and busy 
household, where his mother managed to 
produce creative handcrafts as well as run a 
business and home, and his father encour-
aged their children to be “curious”. Ian and 
his older brother took advantage of the free-
dom they were provided and were always 
exploring and making “things” and particu-
larly in Ian’s case, playing in the mud, which 
he said he has never stopped. 

Through this play, he discovered patterns, 
shapes and colours he says has always been 
with him and still reflects in all he does.

The sociability Ian has found by joining 
the Thames Society of Arts (Thames Art 
Gallery) has heightened his awareness so 
he can explain and exchange ideas through 
objects as well as words. He has learned 
that to get inspiration, he needs to start a 
project and then his imagination would go 
into overdrive, sometimes feeling so over-
whelmed with ideas that he would need 
to walk away, returning later, sometimes 
much later, often ending up with something 
totally different to what he initially started 
with.

The bulk of Ian’s work is mixed media 
and occasionally he does acrylic painting, 
pottery and carving.

Meanwhile the second featured artist for 
July is Thames Coast resident Mike Tate. 

His extremely varied and interesting past 
has led him on a journey to becoming the 
unique artist he is today. His proficiency 

Thames Coast artist Mike Tate. RIGHT: The work of artist Ian Jones.     Photos: SUPPLIED
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From superheroes to For-
mula 1 racing cars and di-

nosaurs, this upcoming school 
holiday offers some exciting 
big-screen outings. Whether 
it is with the whānau or on a 
romantic night out - get ready 

for great movies.
F1: The Movie 
Formula 1 is officially getting a movie! Led by Os-
car-winning actor Brad Pitt, the film will follow Pitt 
as a driver named Sonny, who is called back into 
business after retiring 30 years ago. The movie, in 
cinemas June 26, was filmed at real life Grand Prix 
weekends, adding to the film’s authenticity. Big 
artists, including Ed Sheeran, Doja Cat, Don Toliver 
and Tate Mcrae, just to name a few, will also pro-
vide songs on the movie’s soundtrack. 
Superman
Superman is returning! Superman is undoubt-
edly the most recognisable superhero of all time, 
and after more than 10 years, the hero is being 
brought back to the big screen in his own solo film. 
David Cornsweet has been cast in the lead role, 
and from the set photos so far, he looks amazing! 
James Gunn, the director of Marvel’s funny and 
hugely successful Guardians Of The Galaxy films, 
will helm this film, which he also wrote the screen-
play for. This film will also mark the beginning of 
the new DC universe, in cinemas July 12.
Jurassic World: Rebirth
Jurassic world has had several different remakes 
and reboots, and here comes yet another. Arriv-
ing in the middle of the school holidays, Jurassic 
World: Rebirth will follow Scarlett Johansson, Jon-
athan Bailey and Mahershala Ali as they return to 
the original Jurassic Park, and chaos ensues. The 
film promises to be very realistic and feel more like 
the original films, instead of the newer Chris Pratt-
led Jurassic World films. Releases July 2.

New films released 
for school holidays 

By ALI KOIA-HAMLING, Paeroa 
College student

POP CULTURE

in carving recycled native timbers did not 
happen overnight but began years ago with 
his pursuit of the outdoors, whether ocean 
swimming, diving, sailing and tramping 
around New Zealand and the Pacific Is-
lands, to name a few. 

Mike says he can’t keep still, and that 
seems to be the way his head works.

Retirement has not seen an easing up of 
his outdoor activities and trapping for the 
Thames Coast Kiwi Care has enabled him 
to get out into the rainforest around him 
and “go mad” with videoing and photo-
graphing of his surroundings. He even dab-
bled in rock art for a while and collected 
rocks from all over New Zealand.

Mike’s move into carving began when 
he inherited an old bandsaw that his great 

grandfather used. He’s had this for years 
and used it occasionally, moving it from 
house to house. 

He started cutting out boards and carv-
ing what he saw in the bush and this has 
extended to other subjects, including boat 
wrecks, whales, fish, and wall art.

Mike says he enjoys the creative process 
and when he is on a roll he can’t stop. He 
hopes people can relate to what he’s doing 
because he loves to share his experiences 
and love of his craft with everyone.

Ian and Mike will be having an exhibition 
opening on July 4 at 5.30pm with drinks 
and nibbles. 
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 Tararu Rd, 
Thames, open Monday to Friday 10am to 2pm 
and weekends 10am to 4pm.



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

UTOMOTIVE
w e n z l i c k

• Repair • Service
• WOF • Diagnostic
Professional Friendly Service

Call us on 07 868 6799
or visit 

www.wenzlickautomotive.co.nz
306 Mary Street Thames

automotive

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing, concreting, 
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo & more 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
Call now for a free quote 021 539 779

• Stump removal
 experts for tree
 stumps of all sizes
• Coromandel, Franklin  
 and Waikato
• Experienced and fully  
 insured
• Owner operated, local  
 business

www.stumpandgrind.co.nz

arborist

arborist

electrician

civil construction

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

FREE
underlay &
installation* carpet

on selected

carpet

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Brrr! The winter chill can be tough on your 
car tyres and battery.

Make sure you’re ready to face the season 
safely by calling in to see Craig and Tania 
at Hauraki Tyre and Battery on Pollen St, 
Thames before the ice cold mornings arrive. 
Free tyre tread, pressure and battery checks 
and full wheel alignments are some of the 
services on offer by the team. But that’s not 
all.

Whether it’s choice of budget, mileage, 
comfort or performance - the tyre and bat-
tery experts can walk you through the mas-
sive range in their workshop, they said.

Their Exide range of batteries also come 

with extended warranties.
Not only are they a one-stop shop for all 

things tyres, batteries, wheel alignments 
and good honest advice - Craig is always 
happy to discuss different options to suit 
customers’ needs. WINZ quotes are availa-
ble alongside the awesome afterpay option, 
they said - “so pop in for your quote”. 

Call in to see Craig and the team at ‘The 
big Yellow Tyre & Battery shop’ at 314 Pol-
len St, Thames. 
Open from 7am to 5pm, Monday to Friday, 
and Saturdays from 9am to 12pm.
Give us a call today 07 868 8182 or email 
us at haurakityres@ xtra.co.nz.

Tyres, batteries, wheel alignment
Hauraki Tyre and Battery owners Tania and Craig.            Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job 
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing,  Roofwash + Treatments. 

Gutter cleaning. 
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz  021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

windscreens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Soft-wash the exterior of your house, 
roof, patios, paths and driveway. 

For best Algae, Moss & Lichen treatment. 
We also clean exterior of windows, 

gutters and do general waterblasting 
Prompt local service 

with over 20 yrs experience 
Call for free quote

Andy Direct:  027 313 4386
or 0800 737 777 

or email: housewash@xtra.co.nz

housewash

Steel • MachinerySteel • Machinery
Batteries • Copper • AlloyBatteries • Copper • Alloy
www.scrapit.co.nzwww.scrapit.co.nz
027 459 9781 for quotes

scrap removal

www.truckthis.co.nzwww.truckthis.co.nz
027 459 9781 for quotes

Truck this Hiab, Truck this Hiab, 
salvage, generalsalvage, general

trucking

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Storage
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Handyman Handyman Services
THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Builder
Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Painter
Painter available now, 
experienced in interior 
and exterior work. Ph 
0272142442

Trades Trades
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Lola’s 
Residential Cleaning-
Contact 027 435 8048

JOBS:
• For All your  
 housework that  
 needs doing.
• Dusting
• Vacuuming
• Mopping
• Kitchen cleaning
• Oven cleaning
• Bathroom cleaning
• Window edges
• Laundry & Ironing  
 optional

home cleaning

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring
Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

signs

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned before winter
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

PLACE YOUR AD  IN 
THE VALLEY PROFILE:

“The paper that is being read” 
Contact Nikki - 022 130 3885



CLASSIFIEDS - 
Deadline 12 noon Monday

Situation Vacant

Situation Vacant

Piano Tuner

MOTORBIKE MECHANIC REQUIRED
Full time.

Some experience with farm bike servicing 
will be an advantage. 

Full training will be given to the right person.
Phone, text, email or drop in.

Miles - 027 227 1121 - miles@hpmotors.co.nz
1 Pipiroa Rd, Ngatea

Church Notices

For Lease

For Rent

For Sale

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening

Cleaning

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Firewood

Public Notices

Hairdresser

Pets
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Health

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395

HEALING CREAMS  
by Romoco Wellness, 
Plains Healing Centre 

are available at Earth Angel Magic, 
Bin Inn Thames, Bin Inn Kamo 
& 16 Shoalhaven St Paeroa. 

Ph 078629167 or 0272724600
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Sharyn Clark
Piano Tuner & Technician

‘Fully Qualified‘ and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089
sharynclark22@gmail.com

HOUSECLEANNG 
All housework, ovens, 

laundry, ironing. 
Ph Lola 027 435 8048

Victoria Battery
TramwaySociety Inc.

AGM
Sunday 29th June 

2025
1.30pm

Venue Waikino Cafe

Firewood For Sale
Old Man Pine 
$140 per cube.
Phone Mark 027 655 
8661  or Steph 027 385 
2806

Walk-ins welcome.
• MEN • WOMEN • 

• CHILDREN •
Regular and new clients 

welcome.
Appointments not needed

Variety haircuts...trims 
and restyles

453 Pollen St, Thames

Due to our fabulous 
barman heading back 

overseas, an opportunity 
exists for a part-time 

permanent bar person 
to work at the Ohinemuri 

Club in Paeroa. 
Approximately 20 hours 
per week and must be 

able to work Saturdays. 
No experience needed, 
training will be given. 

Please email CV 
to the Manager 

ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz 
or drop it into the club.

Is your business in 
difficulties? 

Need some help? 
No cost to business. 

Ph Tony, 027 4404045

Transportable 
cabin for rent. 

7.2 x 2.8m unit available 
for rent now. Delivery 

from Ngatea. For details 
have a look at 

www.unit2rent.co.nz or 
phone on 

0800 864 8273.

Hay for sale. 
Conventional small 
bales. $12 each. Ph 
Charlie 027 491 3327

Creatures celebrated at art awards
Paeroa Society of Arts held its 
annual art awards on May 28, 
celebrating works around the 
theme of “Creatures”. 
Awards were presented in 
painting, pottery, other media, 
and an overall “theme” cat-
egory. Artworks are on display 
until June 29 at Paeroa Soci-
ety of Arts, 109 Normanby Rd, 
and voting is still open for the 
“People’s Choice” award.
AWARD WINNERS: Heather Dob-
son Creativity Award: Lady of the 
Forest by Angela Brutnall. 
Dawn Elliott QSM Encourage-
ment Award: Creature of the For-
est by Jan Clark; and Rooster by 
Nancye Player.
Most Improved in Pottery Award: 
1st Place Janet Barrass; 2nd Place 
Gideon Clewlow.
Painting Category: 1st Place Farm 
Scene by Dennis Baker; 2nd Place 
Frost Bite by Valarie Subritzky; 
Highly Commended Cat’s Eye by 
Jan Clark; Commended View of 
the Southern Alps by Millicent 
Wyllie; Commended Cornish 
Street by Gary Wells-Lakeland. 
Pottery Category: 1st Place 
Round Agateware by Gideon 
Clewlow; 2nd Place Garden Bowl 
by Janet Barrass; Highly Com-
mended Kokorami-An Attempt by 
Kari Benninghasu; Commended 
Red Capped Mushroom by Robyn 
Wilson. 
Other Media Category: 1st Place 
Seaweed Picture by Jennifer 
Rope; 2nd Place Floral Flow - 
Photography by Kathy Bland; 
Highly Commended Autumn Se-
ries by Faye Tutahi; Commended 
Shell Balls by Jennifer Rope. 
“Creatures” Theme Category: 
1st Place - Painting Into the 
Unknown by Gillian Hamilton; 
2nd Place - Painting Three Not 
so Blind Mice by Sandy Burdon; 
Highly Commended - Painting 
Three Monarchs by Shirley Davis; 
Commended - Pottery Ollie Owl 
by Jenni Taris; Commended - 
photography Australasian Coots 
by Kathy Bland.

Farm Scene by Dennis Baker, left, and Lady of the Forest by Angela Brutnall.                   Photos: SUPPLIED

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

We’re not judged by 
our intentions — 

we’re judged by how peo-
ple perceive us.

It’s a hard truth, but one 
I’ve seen play out time and 

time again.
In youth work, this shows up in all sorts 

of ways. Sometimes we say things that are 
meant to encourage, guide, or support — 
but they land wrong. The tone is off. The 
timing’s not right.

Or the person’s in a different headspace 
altogether. And suddenly, we’re on the back 
foot, trying to fix something we never meant 
to break.

But instead of sharing a story from youth 
work — where confidentiality matters — let 
me take you back to a moment from my 
early 20s.

I was down in the South Island on a rock 
climbing trip and bumped into a guy I 
hadn’t seen in years. He was older than me, 
someone I really looked up to. A bit of a role 
model. And to be honest, I was probably a 

little starstruck. We got chatting. I asked 
how he’d been.

He said, “I’ve been in Christchurch nurs-
ing my sister who was dying.”

Now, I’ve never been good at handling 
news like that. I freeze. And this time was 
no different. So I asked, “Oh… how is she?”

He looked at me and said, “She died two 
weeks ago.”

My stomach dropped. I panicked. And in 
a totally fumbled moment of trying to ac-
knowledge his pain, I blurted out, “So… are 
you getting over it?”

He just looked at me — straight in the eye 
— and said, “Bro, she died two weeks ago.”

I felt sick. That’s not what I meant. At all.
I wanted to check in. I wanted to care. 

But it came out all wrong. And here’s the 
thing — sometimes we say stupid things. 
Not because we’re careless or heartless, but 
because we’re human. We react too quickly. 
We’re not thinking straight. We miss the 
mark.

But what about when the tables turn?
When someone else says something that 

cuts deep — are we quick to assume the 
worst?

Do we lash out?

Or do we pause long enough to ask: Is this 
how they meant it?

Is it possible I’ve misunderstood their 
heart?

Because the reality is, most people aren’t 
out to hurt us. They’re just not always great 
at communicating what they feel.

So maybe — just maybe — if we could stop 
for a moment before we fire back…

If we could learn to look beyond the clum-
sy delivery and see the heart behind the 
words…

We’d save ourselves a whole lot of hurt.
We don’t get to control how others per-

ceive us. But we do get to choose how we 
respond.

And sometimes, grace goes a whole lot 
further than judgment.

Perception versus intention
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with Living 
Well Trust, running mentoring and resilience 
programmes across Thames and Paeroa. To 
support local youth work or follow more sto-
ries and insights, find him on Facebook, Insta-
gram, or TikTok @michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you’d 
like to connect about a speaking engagement, 
community initiative, or supporting youth 
work, email michael@livingwell.org.nz.

Creature of the Forest by Jan Clark, left; Rooster by Nancye 
Player; Seaweed Picture by Jennifer Rope.

Into the Unknown by Gillian Hamilton, left; Round Agateware by Gideon Clewlow. 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Stick, 4 Much of a muchness, 14 Abuse, 15 Avian, 16 Administer, 17 Gifts, 19 Cue, 20 Pretend,
21 Contested, 22 Defame, 25 Fruitless, 27 Mutiny, 28 Revamp, 33 Optimistic, 35 Was, 36 Wooden, 37
Real, 39 Ore, 41 General, 42 Column, 43 Necessity, 44 Rigid, 45 Seat-belt, 50 By, 51 Betrayal, 55 Ulcer,
58 Got the pip, 59 Employ, 60 Harbour, 61 Tea, 63 Toss, 64 Troupe, 65 Kin, 66 Blacksmith, 68 Clever, 69
Eggcup, 71 Acquiring, 76 Salute, 77 Concluded, 79 Cohabit, 81 Let, 84 Rider, 85 Bankruptcy, 86 Speed, 87
Rouge, 88 Corner the market, 89 Satyr.

DOWN: 2 Tavern, 3 Coast, 5 Undo, 6 Heinous, 7 Faints, 8 Moths, 9 Current, 10 Nigh, 11 Suffer, 12 Juice,
13 Develop, 14 Ashamed, 18 Intimidate, 23 Slate, 24 Unsound, 26 Raiment, 27 Masonry, 29 Amenity,
30 Sphere, 31 Awful, 32 Rescue, 34 Clog, 36 Weigh, 38 Loyal, 40 User, 45 Sight, 46 Artiste, 47 Baht, 48
Lepers, 49 Acute, 50 Break up, 52 Tracker dog, 53 Albumen, 54 Adults, 55 Upsurge, 56 Spine, 57 Bomb,
62 Value, 67 Declare, 68 Cutlery, 70 Crow-bar, 72 Creeper, 73 Studio, 74 Quorum, 75 Lively, 76 Stout, 78
Conch, 80 Alpha, 82 Grin, 83 Acme.

ACROSS
1 Toss (5)
4 Took fright (8)
9 Tarry (6)
14 Suspicion (5)
15 Live for a long
healthy time (4,1,4,7)
17 Revolution (5)
18 Fish (3)
19 As a rule (7)
20 Weather instrument
(9)
21 Stiffen (6)
24 Incomparable (9)
25 Handgun (6)
26 Relic repository (6)
29 Think about
carefully (10)
31 Feel ill (3)
32 Specimen (6)
33 Blacken (4)
35 Cold (3)
37 Roadway edging
(4)
39 In its nest (anag)(9)
40 Active at night (9)
41 Burst (5)
42 Building ornament
(8)
47 Plan of action (8)
51 Disposes of (5)
55 Inadvertent mistake
(9)
56 Doctor’s forecast
(9)
58 Fool (4)
59 Mineral spring (3)
60 Threesome (4)
61 Adolescents (6)
62 Gearwheel (3)

63 Set of beliefs (10)
66 Fly larva (6)
67 Compelled (6)
69 Entrusts tasks to
others (9)
72 Fence board (6)
73 Immediately (5,4)
75 Hold (7)
77 Amazement (3)
80 Body (5)
81 Very apprehensive
(7,2,1,6)
82 Turning machine (5)
83 Australian city (6)
84 Pleasure seeker (8)
85 Discontinue (5)

DOWN
2 Grave marker (9)
3 Sung drama (5)
5 Tiny particle (4)
6 Mimic (7)
7 Black playing card
(4,2,6)
8 Move to music (5)
9 Pays attention (7)
10 Pleasant (4)
11 Arouse (6)
12 Chew (5)
13 Arena (7)
14 Swindle (7)
16 Adorn
unnecessarily (4,3,4)
22 Clippers (6)
23 Anguish (7)
24 Post office sack (7)
25 Civil (6)
27 Heighten (7)
28 Call forth (6)
30 Effortless (4)

32 Sweet liquid (5)
34 Pass on (5)
36 Caribbean country
(4)
38 Age (3)
42 Spectre (5)
43 Fetid (7)
44 Expel (4)
45 Atoll lake (6)
46 Tumbler (5)
48 Happy prospects
(4,7)
49 Humdrum (7)
50 Narrow opening (3)
51 Post (7)
52 Set at intervals (6)
53 Uncouth but good-
hearted person (5,7)
54 Cut (4)
57 Oscillates (6)
64 Joy (9)
65 Make impure (7)
66 Reclaim (anag)(7)
68 Flue (7)
70 Secret meeting (7)
71 Vigour (6)
72 Trivial (5)
74 Severe (5)
76 Heading (5)
78 Cereal crop (4)
79 Applications (4)

 SUDOKU               206

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                226

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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bayleys.co.nz

OPENHOME

Thames 104TararuCreekRoad

3 1 3 3
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 10Jul2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12-12.30pmSun29Junorbyappointment
RobynCruickshank0273087110
robyn.cruickshank@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Live thehigh life!
Positioned forpanoramicviewsacross theFirthofThamesandstunningsunsets, thismodernhomehas it all. The
open-plan lounge,dining, andkitchenwithscullery flows toaspaciousdeck—ideal forentertaining.Upstairs includes
themasterwithwalk-inwardrobeandensuite, a secondbedroom,bathroomandwoodburner.Downstairs isaself-
containedunitwithoutdooraccess,parking, triplegaragingandaworkshop.Seton4,867sqm(moreor less), the
propertyoffersprivacy,with the lowersection ready for futuredevelopment.

Backingontobush, thiscoastal settingdelivers thebestofbothworlds—peaceathomewith fishing,boating, and
beaches justminutesaway.

bayleys.co.nz/2180793

Matatoki 244MatatokiRoad

1.69ha 4 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 17Jul2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12.15-1pmSun29Jun
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

TwoHomes–Multi-generationor income
After35yearswithone family, this 1.69ha(moreor less)propertyofferscharm, flexibilityandmulti-dwellingappeal.
The refreshedweatherboardbungalowfeaturesmatai floors, a farmhousekitchen, andFrenchdoors to thegarden.A
woodburneraddswintercomfort.Privately setback, theseconddwelling isamodernblacksteel-cladunitwithclean
interiorsandacoveredpergola—ideal forguests, extendedfamilyor income.Flat, fenced land includesmature trees,
fruit trees, shedsandametaldriveway.Bothhomesarewell kept,offeringspaceand lifestyleversatility.Close to
schools, townshipsandtheHaurakiRail Trail,withvendors readytomove—don’tmiss thisopportunity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630095
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Ngatea 114PipiroaRoad

4 1 2 3
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 10Jul2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.30amSun29Junorbyappointment
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Ruralcharm,urbanconvenience
Perfectlypositionedwhere townshipconveniencemeetscountrycharm, this220sqm(moreor less)homeoffers
flexible living ideal for families,professionals, orentertainers.Originallybuilt in the 1960sandextensivelymodernised,
it featuresmultiple livingareas, anopen-plankitchenwith islandbench,and four spaciousbedrooms(or threeplus
office).Themaster includesanensuiteandwalk-inwardrobe.Comfort isensuredwith twoheatpumpsandHRV
system.Setona flat 1,205sqm(moreor less) sectionwitha3-baygarage, sheds, and fruit trees.Located in family-
friendlyNgateanear topschoolsandcommunityamenities.Aspacious, stylish lifestyleawaits—viewtoday!

bayleys.co.nz/2630093

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatarata 120MahutaRoadSouth

4.37ha 3 1 2
AskingPrice $1,049,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Elevatedsetting,everydayease
Seton(moreor less)4.3haofgently rollingpasture, thisNgateapropertyoffersclassiccomfortwithspace tomove.
The three-bedroombrickhome iswarmandwell-kept,withamodernkitchen,woodburner, andsun-filled
conservatory thatopens tosweepingrural views.Atidybathroom,separate laundryandgoodstorageroundouta
practical layout.Outside, thehome is shelteredbyestablishedtrees,withseveralpaddocks ready forgrazingor
hobbyuse.There'sastandalonegarage,water tanks, andscopetoaddyourowntouch.Locatedonaquietcountry
road, justminutes fromNgatea, this isaplace to livesimplyandwell—connectedto the land,andthe things that
matter.

bayleys.co.nz/2630081
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A Lifestyle Village In Thames on the CoromandelA Lifestyle Village In Thames on the Coromandel
2 AND 3 BEDROOM VILLAS NOW AVAILABLE

We now have a variety of villas to choose from - and all are within walking distance to Thames’ shops,
cafes and walkways. The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our spacious villas provide you with plenty of warmth and light and garden patios to enjoy.
There are a variety of layouts to choose from including 2 and 3 bedroom villas, and 2 bedrooms with
a double garage. All residents enjoy the use of the Village Community lodge and participation in all
activities and amenities at your leisure. ALL ENQUIRIESWELCOME, VIEW OUR VILLAOPTIONS TODAY!

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

PHONE US
to view

by Appointment!
Come and

experience

the difference!82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Pump track makeover for Pārāwai School
Arbor Day and World Envi-

ronment Day collided this 
month, with Pārāwai School 
students, community mem-
bers, Bupa Tararu residents, 
and Thames High School’s Stu-
dent Volunteer Army getting 
stuck in on a planting project.

Over the course of June 5, 
220 Pārāwai school students 
got their hands dirty helping 
to plant 1180 plants around 
their new pump track, built 
earlier this year on the school 
grounds.

NZ Landcare Waikato Catch-
ment co-ordinator Ric Balfour 
organised the event as part of a 
partnership between Bupa and 
the Landcare Trust. 

Additional support came 
from Trees for Survival, a na-
tionwide environmental edu-
cation programme that helps 
students learn how to raise 
seedlings and plant them out 
when mature. 

Rachael Cheeseman, the en-
viroschool facilitator for Wai-
kato Regional Council, was 
also on hand to help.

Pārāwai School teacher Elea-
nor Lee said she was very happy 
to see the plants the students 
had raised being planted into a 
site on the school grounds. 

“Normally, the school has to 
organise an off-site location to 
plant their seedlings. 

“This time it was so much 
easier to have almost the whole 

school get involved without 
having to bundle them into 
vans. 

“It was a great day,” she said.
A van-load of Bupa residents 

joined staffer Emma Smith, 
who made sure intergenera-
tional interaction featured dur-
ing the day. 

Pippa Jackson from Bayleys 
Real Estate also volunteered for 
a few hours in the afternoon. 

“It was a real community ef-
fort,” Ric said. 

“Luckily, the weather was 
mostly kind and the pump track 
is now set to grow a beautiful 
surrounding of native plants.

“They will make a nice soft 
landing if the occasion arises.”

Pippa Jackson, Rachael Cheeseman, and Tim Cruichshank.      Photo: RIC BALFOUR

Pārāwai School’s Alex Nemburt 
and Declan Palmer, from Room 

Kahu, get to work planting.      
Photo: BRENT COURTNEY


