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Rylee Sayer says
‘little me would be
so proud’ of how far
she has come in the
swimming world.
Photo: SUPPLIED

We all
Know
the

drill...

ven the strongest of swim-
mers get tears in their gog-
gles.

Just ask 16-year-old Rylee
Sayer, whose list of achieve-
ments has become even longer
after being selected to compete
as an Aquablack at her first-ever
World Para Swimming Champi-
onships.

The Hauraki Plains College
student was born with a rare ge-
netic condition called Tuberous
Sclerosis Complex, and in Oc-
tober, 2023, she was diagnosed
with an aggressive form of bone
cancer - an osteosarcoma - in
her proximal humerus, which
forms the ball of the shoulder’s
‘ball and socket’.

By November of that year, she
had to have a forequarter ampu-
tation of her right arm, scapula
and clavicle.

But with all her grit and deter-
mination, Rylee has taken the
trauma of the past year and has
turned it into a positive.

Swimming out of the Matama-
ta Swim Club under coach Grae-
me Laing, she has worked hard
to find her way in the pool again.

“All the training and hard

work has paid off,” she told The
Profile.

“It’s been so worth it. I'm re-
ally proud of myself for never
giving up.

“I have to be honest, I have
had a lot of tears in my goggles,
but my motivation always kicks
in to wipe them away.”

Rylee said she was “over-
whelmed” to find out she’d
been selected to compete as an
Aquablack at the swimming
championships - held from Sep-
tember 21-27 in Singapore.

She said she cried with joy
alongside her mum, Amanda,
and a close friend who gave her
“a big hug”.

“I am beyond grateful to have
the opportunity to represent
New Zealand,” she said.

“I honestly never thought
about it until I lost my arm.

“It was then that my determi-
nation stepped up another level
and my confidence grew in be-
lieving in myself and that I could
achieve it.”

Rylee said during the World
Champs, she would be swimming
against other paraswimmers
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Board chair says new home needed for MSD

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

hames’” Community Board

Chair is urging the Ministry
of Social Development to seize
the opportunity to move into a
building better suited for meet-
ing the community’s needs.

While the ministry acknowl-
edged that its current offices
in Wintec, off Queen St, were
“not ideal,” it stressed that al-
ternative options were being
explored.

Board chair Adrian Catran
told The Profile that since the
Ministry of Social Develop-
ment [MSD] moved from its
Pollen St address in November,
2023, due to building damage,
there had been “no action or
clear communication” on when
the service will return to fully
meeting local needs.

“Our community was deeply
affected by the loss of the ex-
cellent MSD services and facili-
ties on Pollen St, where the in-
teraction with the community
and clients was outstanding,”
he said.

“The wider Thames region
needs the MSD service more
than any other community in
New Zealand, making it im-
perative that MSD secure a
permanent building.

“From there, we can restore
the exceptional service we once
had.”

Mr Catran said the current

Thames’ Ministry of Social Development is currently operating out of the Wintec building off Queen St.

Wintec building was “just not
fit for purpose” and offered very
little privacy for people needing
advice.

He also understood it was dif-
ficult to have a decent security
system in place, plus other “mi-
nor challenges around damp-
ness”.

“Our elderly population de-
serves to be well cared for,” he
said.

—_—

T

“The Thames-Coromandel
district has the highest popu-
lation of over 65s in the coun-
try. We also need to ensure we
can support others to support
themselves.

“All we need now is for MSD
to do the right thing and make
it happen.”

Mr Catran said the former
Idea Services building in Wil-
loughby St was “as good as one

File Photo

will get other than a purpose-
built building”, and called for
the ministry to make the move.

“MSD are more deserving in
the way of a decent building,”
he said, “and security plus pri-
vacy for both staff and clients.”

The Ministry of Social Devel-
opment’s regional commission-
er for Waikato Tracey Smith
said that the current office at
414 Queen St was “not ideal” -

“our elderly pop-
ulation deserves
to be well cared

_fO r.”

- Adrian Catran

but it was temporary.

“We issued a tender through
the Government Electronic
Tendering Service website on
November 29, 2024.

“The tender closed on Febru-
ary 10, 2025, but it didn’t re-
sult in a suitable replacement
building for our Thames Ser-
vice Centre,” she said.

“We are now exploring other
options for suitable permanent
premises.”

She said staff continued to
see people for face-to-face ap-
pointments and help people
over the phone. People could
also drop off documents to the
Queen St site.

“If anyone who needs to meet
with us is concerned about pri-
vacy or accessibility, we en-
courage them to let us know so
we can make suitable arrange-
ments.

“The Queen St site has an al-
ternative entrance which can
be used if needed, and we can
meet with clients in a separate,
private room if needed.”

It KlTamil
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By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest

Students lad the way w1th w business

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Wth silage wrap often end-
ing up “burnt or buried”, a
group of innovative students from
Hauraki Plains College is turning
the agricultural waste into eco-
friendly dog leashes.

Their company, Re-Leashed,
was formed as part of the Young
Enterprise Scheme (YES), but for
Alyssia Cochran, Ruby Green, Ol-
ivia Cammell, Kayla Geaney, Pop-
pie Balm, and Natara Cochran, it’s
not just about business - it’s about
leading the way in sustainability.

“Seeing so much waste and do-
ing more research, we found out
that 140 tonnes of silage wrap gets
burnt or buried in New Zealand,”
the group said. “The cost of recy-
cling can also be expensive.”

The business studies students,
mentored by teacher John Tate,
said they were inspired to repur-
pose the silage wrap and “clean up
the community”

They gather the waste from lo-
cal farms, clean it with bleach
and water, and then separate the
netting into strands that then get
piled into a rope. They add leather
for a touch of “comfort and style”.

“We really had to do a lot of
trial and error to overcome the
challenges of taking raw materi-
als and turning it into a finished
product,” they said. “We found
we all worked well together and
our team bond is strong which has
made it fun to do.”

The Young Enterprise Scheme

SENIOR SUBJECT SELECTION EVENING ar
14TH AUGUST 4.00PM - 7.30PM

is designed so secondary school
students are able to set up and run
a real business. The regional finals
will be held in October, with the
national awards taking place in
December.

The Hauraki Plains pupils all
have their own roles within Re-
Leashed: Olivia is chief executive,
Poppie is communications, Na-
tara is operations manager, Ruby

j.l'u

o

Alyssia Cochran, left, Ruby Green, Olivia Cammell, teacher John Tate, Kayla Geaney, Poppie Balm, Natara Cochran.
RIGHT: Re-Leashed is a dog leash brand made from silage wrap often burnt or buried.

is production manager, Kayla is
finance, and Alyssia manages the
marketing and sales.

They will be selling the fin-
ished products online and at the
Thames, Ngatea and Clevedon
markets. “It’s extremely satisfying
to see the final product after all our
hours of hard work,” Olivia said.

Re-Leashed is “recycled, water-
proof, durable, sustainable, eco-

Photos: SUPPLIED

friendly, and stylish”, with 10 per
cent of all profits being donated to
the Thames SPCA.

DETAILS: To donate coloured silage
wrap such as pink, purple, or blue,
or to find out more and to purchase,
find Re-Leashed on Facebook or
email 21012@haurakiplains.school.

nz. Fexzilams
Jourmalism
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Hauraki Plains College

OTHER PROGRAMMES

AT HPC

Foundation Certificate
Services Academy

Ag/Hort Trades Academy

Te Kura

Each subject area will have short
presentations, demonstrations and
an opportunity for Q and A.

Content will be repeated and
staggered, so parents and students
can come along to the sessions that

Interest them.
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Paeroa shines onscreen for TV commercial

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

aeroa’s Queen St and

Princes St were trans-
formed into a film set over
the weekend, as car company
Toyota turned the quiet side
streets into a busy intersection
for an advertising campaign.

The film shoot took place
on June 6-9, with the facades
of the businesses in the street
transformed into an architect’s
office and bakery.

Extra filming also took place
in other areas, including the
Ohinemuri Club on Normanby
Rd, and outside the Paeroa
Sports Club on Towers St.

The weather was changeable
during the shoot, but Paeroa’s
volunteer fire brigade was on
standby to keep the road wet-
ted down for a consistent look.

The film shoot brought sev-
eral people into Paeroa for the
four days they were on site,
staying at local hotels and eat-
ing at local businesses.

Around 30 extras were also
hired from Paeroa and the sur-
rounding towns.

Toyota said the aim of the
campaign was to celebrate mo-
bility in New Zealand.

“We're excited to be in
Paeroa and appreciate the
support of the community,” a
Toyota spokesperson said.

“Paeroa was chosen for its
location and how it fits with

what the filming is aiming
to achieve. Given Paeroa is a
smaller town, the disruption of
closing roads also has less im-
pact than on larger towns and
cities.

“Toyota hope that the Paeroa
community are proud to be
hosting the crew over a few
days as they film.”

.I!-nq',._-\.'

-
The film crew prepare for a scene in front of a green screen.

..1- I_

The spokesperson said the
shoot involved “a respected
production team, local authori-
ties, and high-profile New Zea-
landers who reflect our values”.

Toyota would not confirm
when the campaign would air.

Fez zirlzrix
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The set featured a number of cranes holding lighting equipment.
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VE Day commemorated

Thames Museum Te Whare Taonga o te Kauaeranga com-
memorated the 8oth anniversary of VE Day on May 31
with an open day, war reenactors from the WWII Histori-
cal Re-enactment Society Inc, and more. VE Day, also
known as Victory in Europe Day, marked the date of the
German Third Reich’s surrender in World War II.

Brendan O’Carroll gives a talk inside the
museum about the WWII Special Forces
Long Range Desert Group.

Trees in power lines causeup to 1in5
power cuts on our network each year.

Overgrown trees and falling branches can damage power lines, cause outages, and
make it harder for us to restore power. They can also pose a significant fire risk.
That's why it's important to plant trees and shrubs well away from power lines and to
regularly maintain any vegetation on your property.

At Powerco, we keep an eye on trees growing near our power lines. If your tree is
within the growth limit zone we will give you a ‘cut or trim’ notice because your tree is
too close. Working near power lines is extremely dangerous, and can lead to serious
injury or electrocution, you must use an approved contractor to carry out the work.

o

Notice zone
(+2m from
growth limit zone)

Cut-back zone
(+1m from
growth limit zone)

Once the trimming is done, you need to let us know. If you don't use a Powerco

approved contractor, or fail to notify us that the work is complete, you could be fined ) Treé A o Tree B .
. . If your tree is growing within the Cut-Back or If your tree reaches the Growth Notice
up to $1 0,000, plus an additional $500 for every day the work remains undone. Notice Zone (Tree A) you may get a notice Zone (Tree B) you'll get a notice requiring
saying your trees must be trimmed soon it to be trimmed. Check our website for a
Help us keep the power on - plant smart, trim responsibly, and always stay safe because they're getting too close to power lines. list of approved contractors.

around power lines.

Growth limit Cut-back Notice
zone zone zone

Overhead line voltage

Power lines (230-400 V) 0.5m 1.5m 2.5m

High voltage lines (6.6kV) 1.6m 2.6m 3.6m
For more information and to find an approved contractor, visit: . High voltage lines (11kV) 1.6m 26m 36m
powerco.co.nz/safety/tree-safety-near-power-lines , ,

High voltage lines (33kV)* 2.5m 3.5m 4.5m

High voltage lines (50-66 kV)* 3.0m 4.0m 5.0m

Q POWE Rc° High voltage lines (66kV or more)*  4.0m 5.0m 6.0m



www.valleyprofile.co.nz

June 10, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 07

Aspiring to leadership and community change

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ormer Waihi College stu-

dent Sarah Keall is heading
to the 19th Annual Aspiring
Leaders Forum in Wellington,
thanks to sponsorship from
Hauraki District Council.

Twenty-one-year-old Sarah,
who has just completed a de-
gree in Political Science and
Communications at Victoria
University, was awarded a
$1691.50 grant from the coun-
cil in aid of attending the fo-
rum.

She told The Profile she was
excited about the opportunity.

“I grew up in Waihi - I went to
Waihi College and I've always
been part of the Waihi commu-
nity. Part of the reason that I
went into studying politics was
because I saw that there were
these issues or changes that
could be made within the com-
munity,” she said.

“I wanted to develop skills to
facilitate those changes, so I'm
definitely interested in being
able to apply some of the skills
from attending this forum and
taking them back to the com-
munity and making a positive
difference.”

The forum, which takes
place on August 21-24, will see

Sarah Keall will be expanding on her leadership skills at the Aspiring Leaders Forum in Wellington.

around 100 young New Zea-
landers between the ages of
18 and 26 receive mentoring
and participate in workshops

and networking events to build
their leadership skills. It is a
non-political event, with the
aim of teaching young people to

live for something greater than
self-interest.

“We’ll be spending time with
Members of Parliament, inter-

Photo: SUPPLIED
national guests, business and
community leaders. We will be
doing some community service
including outdoor work,” Sarah

said.

“It’s just a chance for like-
minded young people who
have been giving back to the
community and want to have
an opportunity to connect and
expand on that, to get together
and learn about what each oth-
er is doing.”

Sarah was nominated for
the forum by Waihi councillor
Anne-Marie Spicer, who said
at a council meeting that she
felt Sarah had a great potential
bright future ahead of her.

“I'm very thankful to Haura-
ki District Council for being so
generous and offering to spon-
sor me and help me get there
because I wouldn’t get there
without them,” Sarah said.

“In the future I'd like to set-
tle [in Waih1] again but for now
it’s just trying to get some good
experience under my belt and
learn all the really important
skills to make those positive
and sustainable changes to
help the community.”

Sarah was also a recipient
of the council’s ONYA award
in 2021 for her services to the
Waihi community, including
as a volunteer at Keep Waihi
Beautiful cleanups, community
sport events and school events;
as a Waihi Leos member; and
for her in-school leadership
rOleS. IEklTam:l
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IN THE HAURAKI DISTRICT WE CARE
We care about each other, we care about looking after

the environment and we care about keeping
our communities vibrant and safe.

our ONYA Awards recognise people that make
a positive difference in our communities in
so many different ways.

Nominations open until 4pm, Sunday 27 July 2025.

For more information or to nominate someone, visit our website
https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/awards
or call into any of our offices or libraries.
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ONYA
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Brewery landmark demolished for bowling club

"“THE OLD ﬁﬂ@
Vintage Valley News
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As part of a Va//ey Proﬁ/e serles
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1921

e last of an old Thames land-
mark — the chimney of Camp-
bell and Ehrenfried’s brewery -
was demolished to make way for
the Thames Bowling Club.

Many years previously the
brewery had been destroyed by
fire but the chimney remained
standing. The bowling club had
lately acquired the site which
adjoined the green and great im-
provements were anticipated. The
club was considered a really live
organisation with a membership
of about 130 and just one sub-
scription unpaid, thanks to the
vigilant treasurer.

Meanwhile, a Thames Valley
lightning storm caused a good
deal of dismay. At Paeroa, a house
in Buchanan St was struck by
lightning, knocking an iron chim-
ney over and tearing weather
boards off. The occupants were
not injured, but received a great
fright, and took shelter with their
neighbours. At several houses
windows were broken, and at
one house two iron chimneys fell,
lamps were broken, and the house
shook alarmingly. Paeroa’s elec-

i

The old Thames Brewery chnr_nney being demollshed

tric lights were extinguished early
in the evening, and the town was
practically in darkness. Mrs Walls,
passing along the road at Komata,
had a tree just behind her splin-
ter causing her great distress. The
storm raged at Thames where tor-
rential rain spoilt a quickstep com-
petition. Electric wires fused, the
borough installation was blown
out and a telephone wire cut.
Two cows were killed by lighten-

Photo: SUPPLIED
ing at Kihikihi and a settler in the
Kauaeranga Valley, while turning
on a tap in his cowshed, received
an electric shock that temporar-
ily paralysed his arm. The storm
started at 2.30pm and lasted, with
intervals, until 11.15pm.

Over at Netherton, which until
recently had been a lonely Cin-
derella among the district settle-
ments, change was slowly coming.

Prior to the formation of the

Hauraki Plalns County, the
main Netherton road had been
partly under the control of the
Thames County Council and part-
ly under Ohinemuri. Each council
regarded the place as a fag-end,
and so spent very little money on
the roads, which were in a shock-
ing condition. The telephone ser-
vice was also a long way behind
the ‘talking by wire’ facilities avail-
able in other settlements. There
was a phone bureau, but no party-
lines or general reticulation to the
farmhouses. Consequently, it was
a case of wearily awaiting your
turn at Netherton, even if life or
death depended on your getting a
message through quickly.

Settlers were encouraged to
take things into their own hands
and force the Department to pro-
vide adequate telephone facilities.
Likewise, while allowing the new
county council sufficient time to
‘get into its stride,” they must im-
press councillors the necessity of
getting a move on.

Meanwhile at Waihi the decline
of the mining industry had seen
hundreds of houses removed from
there and Waikino and Karanga-
hake. Waihi was recovering some
of its composure, and despite it
never being the Waihi of old again,
agricultural and pastoral indus-
tries were being developed there.
The mining days had left legacies
to Waihi which other towns might
envy, such as fine avenues of trees
and the domain.

Now there was a shortage of
houses at Waihi, and some people
were kicking themselves because
they had not been optimistic
enough to purchase and retain a
number of the fine buildings that
had been taken elsewhere.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter

1. The Great Wall of China was built
using cement made from what food
item? a) Eggs, b) rice, or c) soy?

2. One foot as a measurement is
equal to how many cm? a) 30.48, b)
38.4, orc)48.3?

3. The musical artist known as Prince
was born with what first name? a)
Bruce, b) Geoffrey, or c) Prince?

4. In which year was the first general
English dictionary printed contain-
ing the four letter ‘F" swear word? a)
1566, b) 1766, or c) 19667

5. True or false: the location of the
brain belonging to JFK (John F Ken-
nedy, 35th president of the United
States) is unknown?

6. The two fighting-type Pokémon
Hitmonchan and Hitmonlee are
named after which two actors/mar-
tial arts practitioners?

7. The Easiyo yoghurt maker was in-
vented in 1992 in which country? a)
Australia, b) New Caledonia, or c)
New Zealand?

8. In written music, which of these is
the fastest tempo? a) Largo, b) mod-
erato or c) presto?

9. True or false: in computing, a kilo-
byte consists of exactly 1000 bytes?
10. Walt Disney originally wanted to
call Mickey Mouse what name? a)
Macky Mouse, b) Mitchell Mouse, or
c) Mortimer Mouse?
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Prefer to be in the
adult learning
environment?

We have youth guarantee
programmes in our tertiary
education centre and
Polytech level courses.

Come along and see us
Valley Education

Jree courses e free transport

07 868 7892
textus 027 314 1577

.C0.Nz

www.facebook.com/@christine.and.co.2025

SN
o i blend throws

¥, the bedroom

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725
07 868 8725 | 029 0228 8586
christinesgiftshop@gmail.com

Just arrived

for winter...
Bliss wool

New season
duvet covers to
brighten

Forsyth Barr — :
Expert mvestment advm;e,__ -

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valley weekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

forsythbarr.co.nz

Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

£% FORSYTH BARR
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It's some-bunny’s hoppy happy birthday

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

odger Rabbit is a distin-
Rguished elderly gentleman,
but he still has a bit of spring in
his step.

The mini lop/chinchilla cross
will be celebrating his 13th
birthday on June 12: a remark-
able feat for a rabbit, owner
Christine Boldero said.

“Everyone I've spoken to
[says] they're five to ten years
max.

And the smaller the rabbit,
the longer the lifespan.

Roger’s quite big, he’s two
and a half kilos. So for him
to live that long... I think he’s
pretty rare to make that age,”
she said.

Christine, a vet nurse based
in Waihi, said Rodger joined
her family when he was only a
few months old.

“He was one of our very first
rescues - he was found in a dog
park,” she said.

“We tried to find the owners
and we couldn’t, so we ended
up taking him home.”

Rodger very quickly became
one of the clan, hanging out
with both the family and their
many animals - they have cats
and chinchillas, along with res-
cue kittens and pigeons.

“He’s been my daughter’s
best buddy since she was tiny...
she’s 14 now, turning 15, so
he’s been a big part of her life,”

Rodger Rabbit snuggles up to another rescue animal. TOP RIGHT: Christine’s daughter, Kimberly, at ages three and 14 wnth Rodger ;

Christine said.

“[He’s] also been company
for many of our rescue animals.
His best mate is a white pigeon
that we rescued and raised.
They still hang out together
now.”

Rodger also has a bit of a per-
sonality, Christine said.

“He’s a bit of a Houdini. I
think that’s why they found

him on the dog field, because
he manages to get out of cages.”

Christine reckoned Rodger’s
longevity could mostly be at-
tributed to the care she takes
with him.

“I'm particular with the hus-
bandry, everything’s spotless
all the time,” she said.

“Rabbits are quite high main-
tenance, people don’t realize

that they do take a lot of look-
ing after.

“He’s had the best treatment.
I'm a vet nurse, so whenever
he’s sick, I get on to it straight
away.”

These days though, Rodger is
definitely feeling his age.

“He’s completely blind now
in one eye and he’s on medica-
tion to stop him falling over,”

Photos SUPPLIED

Christine said.

“Sadly he is deteriorating and
won’t see another birthday, so
this birthday is a very special
one.

“He will get very spoilt, and
when he passes he will leave a
huge hole in our hearts.”

Fexzirlamr
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Share your thoughts
onh enhancements for

i

HAURAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Railway Reserve

Paeroa’s Railway Reserve Playground is due

for an upgrade and expansion.

Our local tamariki have already shared their ideas, and now we invite
you to share your aspirations. Your input will help us prioritise features
for this new playground before we seek external funding.

Join us for a free event!
Sunday 15 June - 10am to 12pm
Railway Reserve, Paeroa
Sausage sizzle ¢ Face painting ® Music

We'll be at the event to assist in survey submissions or scan
the QR code to share your thoughts and find out more.

The survey is live until Wednesday 25 June 2025.

O 11TH
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The kids were asleep. No harm done.

REALITY

¢ They will know what’s happening.

e The more a child is exposed to trauma,
the more connections are made in
regions of the brain connected to fear,
anxiety, and impulsiveness.

Make the necessary changes
for the children’s sake
as well as your own wellbeing.

SUPPORT

If anyone is in immediate danger Ring 111

Hauraki Family Violence
Intervention Network
Mon to Fri 8am to 3pm
027-3726332
sally@hfvin.co.nz

VIOLENCE FREE

EOROMANDEL » HALIPUAK]

Te Whariki Manawahine O

0800-868-3132 ( 24 /7 Free)

Hauraki

Shine helpline
0508744633 (24/7 Free)
2shine.org.nz
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UNDERSTANDING ALL

of Sale

Exclusive Real Estate Seminar

\m" 1

————

With so many different methods of sale in today'’s
property market — from Auction and Tender T \é\_/ggneSd_a%"‘ 318 June 2025
to Fixed Price and Price by Negotiation, it can >upm Lupm

be challenging to know which is best for your
situation. Barden & Co
37 Seddon Street, Waihi

Learn more about each method by joining your
local EVES Real Estate experts for an informative
seminar designed for both buyers and sellers. We'll
walk you through how each method works, along
with the pros and cons of each approach.

RSVP to waihi@eves.co.nz
by 13 June to secure your seat
— spaces limited

Whether you're planning to sell or looking to ENJOY GUEST
buy, this session will leave you feeling confident SPEAKERS AND LIGHT
and informed for your next property decision. REFRESHMENTS.
EVES Waihi

® 07 863 1118 @ waihi@eves.conz Exceptional. Every day. mEs
EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

There were grey skies and a bit
of drizzle in Paeroa on June
4, but nothing to suggest any risk
of flooding. Passersby might have
been confused then, to see a 2.7
metre high floodgate closing in
south of the Criterion Bridge.

The Criterion Floodgate, part of
Paeroa’s flood protection system,
was the subject of a training exer-
cise by Waikato Regional Council
workers to ensure as many staff as
possible would be able to operate
the gates in the case of an emer-
gency.

Council’s scheme unit lead,
Hayden McGregor, said it was im-
portant for redundancy.

“This is our number one criti-
cal element or asset that we need
to look after, so having a range of
people skilled in that responding
space is good,” he said.

“For my team here, it’s their first
priority, and if they are shut then
people have to stay here and mon-
itor it. [But] it’s a chance to get a
batch of new young staff as well
trained up, and able to respond if
we do get people out of the local
area for whatever reason.”

The Profile was invited along to
get a first-hand look at the gate’s
operation. For this exercise, only
one half of the gate was shut to
allow traffic to still traverse the
bridge. However, the two sides
operate in exactly the same way,
and Hayden said it would take less
than 20 minutes to completely
close and seal the gate in a flood
situation.

“[Cyclone Gabrielle] was the

first time that we had used it... be-
fore that we used to have the big
aluminium gates and they’re kind
of like a big Lego kit. It used to take
about 45 minutes to stack those
things up and across everything
else,” he said.

“It used to take 10-12 guys to
close it, now we can probably do it
with five.”

The gate is moved back into place. RIGHT: A worker connects the hydraulic system. BELOW LEFT: Hayden McGregor, left,
inspects the gate’s hydraulics. BELOW RIGHT: The gate is braced against floodwaters.
-

- il
The actual operation of the gate
was fairly simple: panels were re-
moved to allow staff to connect the
gate’s hydraulics; a winch was at-
tached on both sides; and the gate
was slightly raised before being
slid forward.

Once it was fully extended it was
bolted to the ground, and metal
arms extended to brace the gate

Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

against the force of gushing flood-
waters. The gate was also lowered
again, forming a watertight seal at
ground level.

When fully closed, the gate
fills the gap in Paeroa’s defensive
stopbank system where the road
runs through. On the town side
of the bridge, the stopbank gap
would still need to be filled the old-

QUICK FACTS

The Criterion Bridge Flood-
gate was installed in 2018.
The two gates cost $1.02
million to construct and
install.

Each gate is 10.8m tall,
2.7m high, and weighs 7
tonnes.

The gates were first used
in February, 2023, during
Cyclone Gabrielle. The
river rose to 400mm below
the top of the floodgates.

fashioned way, with heavy timber
stoplogs. “They only go up in a
one-in-100-year event - they obvi-
ously did go up during Gabrielle,
but that’s my first time putting
them up in the 10 years that I've
been here,” Hayden said.
Ik klTamil
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Waihi om , O - o Waihi omm , -
49 Poland Street, Waikino 2= o S 122 1 (] 2 29 Wrigley Street sl o G 122 1)
Cottage Soaked in Sun Asking Price $690,000 Cute and Cosy Asking Price $600,000

View 11-11.30am Sun 15 June
or by appointment

Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.conz

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

This refreshed two-bedroom home offers comfort,
character, and space in a charming setting on a
generous 1136sgm (approx.) section. Main bedroom
with french doors to front balcony. New bathroom.
geglicated laundry. Detached garage/workshop.

%‘gﬁ eves.conz/ewa20198

Sunny three-bedroom home on a 450sgm (approx) low-
maintenance section. Featuring native timber floors,
single garage with auto door, and great location.
Relocated and modernised in 2008. Ideal first home or
investment.

%%fﬁ‘? eves.co.nz/ewal9034

with EVES Property
Management

We make owning a rental
property simple and rewarding.

Talk to us today!

S
|7 1)

P !
ﬂﬁﬂ:‘_- T

Waihi - 2 o
84 Bradford Street aF= 2w 125 2 @

EVES Waihi

Asking Price $799,000 07 863 1118 @ waihi@eves.conz

View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester mullan@eves.conz

Timeless Appeal, Modern Living

A modern and inviting home that blends comfort and
convenience, perfect for those that desire an easy-care
family home. Offering open plan living and four
bedrooms the master includes walk through wardrobe
l%nc_i E?nsuite. Low maintenance grounds.

= ! eves.co.nz/ewal7636

mEs ‘ Property Management

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Stay ahead this season:
et

By DR ILYSE JENNENS

Az we head into the new
eason, it’s easy to get
caught up in the day-to-day
demands of calving and farm
management.

However, maintaining a
proactive approach will help
prevent larger issues from oc-
curring and remain on track
for strong production and re-
productive success.

The transition of cows from
dry to milking has a significant
impact on their ability to reach
peak milk production and re-
turn to calving.

The use of diet calculators,
feed budgets, and spring rota-
tion planners, alongside feed
and blood tests, allows for the
adjustment of nutrient intake
in response to changing pas-
ture conditions relevant to this
season.

For mastitis prevention and
udder health, as most masti-
tis infections are introduced
around the time a cow calves,
ensure prevention strategies
are part of the routine for
freshly calved cows.

This includes: keeping
springers and colostrum cows
on the cleanest pasture avail-
able; milk cows as soon as
possible after calving; strip
quarters daily to identify and
treat mastitis early; keep tails

< e

N

T A .;." £

and productivity.

trimmed and washing and
drying heavily contaminated
udders; cover all teats with
correctly mixed teat spray at
high-risk rates.

When it comes to cow health
and production, if you have
wearable technology in place,
monitor health alerts and ex-
amine flagged cows to allow

early treatment as required.

At a herd level, monitoring
production and milk protein
percentages, cow condition,
and rumen fill alongside, for
those with wearable data, regu-
lar checks of rumination rates
and variability, early cycling
assessments and health alert
trends.

before mating begins.

ductivity.

5
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For calf health and disease prevention, early care for calves lays the foundation for their lifelong health
File Photo: PIXABAY
Early metrichecking, ideally
in batches every two weeks,
allows for prompt treatment of
uterus infection and recovery

For calf health and disease
prevention, early care for
calves lays the foundation for
their lifelong health and pro-

Ensuring they receive high-
quality, tested, warm colos-
trum within the first four to six
hours after birth is crucial for
building immunity.

Good nutrition continues
with milk requirements calcu-
lated based on requirements
for maintenance and desired
growth rates, alongside access
to fresh water and high-quality
meal from day one.

Additional proactive steps
include: calving into the clean-
est and most sheltered pad-
docks available; collection of
calves as soon as possible after
birth; spraying navels with
iodine before transport; close
attention to shed hygiene as
the season progresses.

With good plans in place and
attention to detail, you're set-
ting yourself up for a smooth
calving.

However, if challenges arise,
don’t hesitate to reach out to
your veterinarian - we’re here
to support you.

The sooner issues are identi-
fied, and changes to preventa-
tive measures are implement-
ed, the smaller the overall
impact will be.

All the best for the season
ahead!

- Dr llyse Jennens is farm vet
and branch manager at Franklin
Vets, Waitakaruru

Power and
performance

Husqvarna

Z242E

42" cut fabricated mower deck, 21.5hp V-Twin
Kawasaki Engine

MWPRESLOTTS

o
5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANT Y#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

R 214TC

94cm mulching deck, Hydrostatic Transmission,
V-Twin Husqvarna Series Engine

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai

TS 114 www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

38” cut, Hydrostatic
Transmission, Husqgvarna
Series Engine

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Visit husgvarna.com today

—— PAEROA FARM
S CERVICES LTD

u Ph: 07 862 8263

We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &
Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,
and Water Pump Supplies &
Installations,

Tir cover alf your daivy needs.

wnh; waw. oo

€) PacroaFarmServices

1 TERDDEPDSIT -~ TERDREPAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS [~ 5.95% PLA. FINED RATE

G YAMAHA

y e i

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea
867 7524

Central Motors

Hauraki Ltd

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349
John - 027 279 6799
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Conviction prompts
effluent system

reminder

recent conviction for unlawful dairy

ffluent discharges has prompted

a reminder from Waikato Regional

Council for farmers to ensure they have
good effluent management systems.

Join our wellness programme,

A Waikato share milker has been con- VIPCare
victed, fined $40,000 and sentenced to
140 hours community work for unlaw- Includes:

ful discharges of dairy effluent into a
tributary of the Puniu River, near Te
Awamutu.

Daniel Warren Lund appeared last
week before Judge Melinda Dickey in
the Hamilton District Court facing five
charges under the Resource Manage-
ment Act as a result of a prosecution
taken by Waikato Regional Council.

Mr Lund manages a family farm at
Pokuru near Te Awamutu. In July and
August, 2022, council compliance offic-
ers conducted three inspections of the
farm effluent system.

During two inspections they found ef-
fluent storage ponds overflowing into a
tributary of the Puniu River.

On another occasion they found efflu-
ent ponding and runoff from an irriga-
tor.

An abatement notice that had been
served on Mr Lund was also being
breached.

In summing up her decision, Judge
Dickey stated: “I find the defendant to
be highly careless”.

“There appears to have been insuf-
ficient attention paid to the infrastruc-

A council officer takes samples from a effluent
storage pond. Photo: SUPPLIED/WRC

ture and management of effluent dis-
posal.”

She further stated that the operation
of the system left much to be desired.

Waikato Regional Compliance Man-
ager Patrick Lynch said the farm efflu-
ent ponds were inadequate and posed a
real risk to the environment.

“Mr Lund displayed a lack of under-
standing of managing effluent effec-
tively and safely on the property,” Mr
Lynch said.

“Moving into the wetter and busier
time of the year for farmers, this pros-
ecution is a timely reminder to all farm-
ers that there needs to be adequate ef-
fluent infrastructure and good effluent
management systems on every farm.”

Scan for more information.

Annual vaccinations
Unlimited visits
Discounts

Flexible payment options

¢

Waitakaruru 07 868 9030 | Kopu 07 868 5007
Paeroa 07 862 7295 | Waihi 07 863 8684
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SPORTS REPORTS

Send your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

TV CLUB RUGBY

PROPS AND FAIRY TALES

Club Wrap Round 9 : June 7, 2025

By Tighthead Ted and Whispering Will
on the keyboards

What a dream weekend for ole Tight-
head Ted - three props celebrating
milestones for their respective teams
- Whangamata’s Brad Laurenson bring-
ing up TWO HUNDRED matches for
Whangamata, and Waihi Athletics’ Jay
Wood and Matty Pettard bringing up
their half centuries for Waihi. These
blokes are genuine props too, pre-sea-
son training entails, “Hey love, where
are my boots, I've got a game today”.
Grassroots legends, well done men,
THT salutes you.

Love fest over - the rugby, upsets, sub-
lime rugby, Dr Dunn battles, the round
had itall. First up, the upsetin Whanga-
mata, where the home team and the
visiting Thames had a match for the
ages. A to-and-fro battle between two
teams that threw everything at each
other. Thames were staunch in defence
and Whangamata were persistent right
until the end in an encounter both
teams can be proud of.

Whangamata got away to a flier, scoring
through Lewis Doherty after nice hands
from midfielders Connor Emerson and
Joe Perawiti. Thames responded by
putting their big boys to work. Their
direct running was tough for Whanga-
mata to handle and they reaped two
tries as a result.

The halftime score was 20-7 and
Whangamata, who had been missing
their first up tackles, must have known
they had enough in them to turn it
around in the second half. There were
tireless efforts from forwards such as
Hamish Boult who, not being one of
the biggest 6s going around, ran hard
and courageously all day into the big
Thames forward pack, alongside Tupou
Tonga and Coen Oliver who weathered
tackle after tackle as they trundled the
ball up into some ferocious defence
With Thames scoring shortly after the
half time break, Laulea Ma’u being
unstoppable from 25 metres, and the

score blowing out to 25-7 to the visitors
it looked like game over.

A penalty try was awarded to Whanga-
mata when an eager Tangi Utumoen-
galu intercepted a cut out pass that
was destined to reach his unmarked
opposite.

The only problem was he was a mile
offside and he was duly yellow carded.
That put wind in the Whangamata sails.
Their lineout drive from a few metres
out picked up a head of steam and
when it collapsed over the try line, and
all the big men got up and the crowd
saw the ball in the hands of two-hun-
dred game Brad Laurenson, there was
an almighty cheer, and the Red ‘n’
Whites were back in the match.
Shortly after another lineout drive saw
hooker Jack O’Halloran, who had one
of his best games in the red n white
jersey, score to give Whangamata their
first lead of the match with only five to
go - the fairy tale ending for veteran
Brad Laurenson looked on the books.
The play for Whangamata was simple:
secure the kick off and with the thun-
derous boot of Logan Allen and with
the wind behind them, thump the ball
downfield as far as possible and set up
camp for the rest of the game. But they
failed at the first stage, when Thames’
kick off found grass and possession was
handed over to them. A midfield move
ended in a falcon that found the hands
of an unmarked Sili Tongotongo who
dotted down to regain Thames’ one
point advantage.

Thames must have thought they had
the game. With the despondent on-
lookers resigned to Whangamata suf-
fering another narrow loss, there was
yet another twist in this seesawing af-
fair. Whangamata pounded away at
Thames who threw everything at them
in defence. But, with the clock ticking
towards eighty, the shaky Whangamata
scrum dug deep and secured a penalty,
and after a quick tap, the ball eventu-
ally found Jack O’Halloran with nothing
but the tryline in front of him, and the
resulting conversion was a formality
that secured Whangamata the win.
The win keeps Whangamata’s faint

playoff hopes alive, while Thames will
have their work cut out if they want
to be playing semi-final rugby in a few
weeks’ time - they’ll certainly have to
cut their penalty rate - referee Ryan
Rogers went through three whistles
through the 80 minutes.

A quick drive over the hill to Waihi saw
a cracker of a match between Waihi
Athletic and the visiting Mercury Bay
side. Waihi with something to prove
after having their winning streak bro-
ken while visiting the mighty Marlins a
few weeks ago. They did it in style too,
racking up 52 points, but also conced-
ing 35 in a ding dong battle.

In a match played in perfect conditions,
both sides played hard, fast rugby that
had the supporters on the edges of
their seats for the full 80. Waihi were
all over the visitors in the first half, but
every time Waihi looked to have the
match put away, the young visiting side
would come back and keep themselves
in touching distance.

Mercury Bay pulled back to within ten
early in the second half, and it was
game on, but the experience of the
Waihi team, with Collard at ten direct-
ing affairs along with his faithful half-
back Finlay Davenport, the home team
was always doing enough to win. The
visitors though, with workhorses Con-
nor McVerry and to be sure, to be sure,
Adam Coyle to the fore made Waihi
work bloody hard for their after match
giggle-juices.

In such a free flowing match it’s hard
to pick standout players, when the skill
levels are maxed out, and it’s punch
and counter punch, as every player
looks good. But there are always some
that seem to be always close to the ball,
and for Waihi it was once again Kenan
Gilson, always about three inches from
the ball, and the hard running Lesen
Huiarangi, who dotted down for three
tries in a cracking performance. Dy-
lan Bower was all class for the shandy
drinkers, showcasing all the skills that
a midfielder should possess, as well
as being a hard bugger to bring down
when the occasion called for it. Colville
Green and Tom Larke led the way out

the back for the visitors, Larke kicking
100% as the Marlins fought their way
back into the game.

At this stage of the season it is going to
take a team playing out of their sin for
80 minutes to stop Waihi taking their
second McClinchy in a row.

Through the Karangahake Gorge we go
for the next match, where Paeroa host-
ed Hauraki North for the Andy Silvester
Memorial Cup. With the sun shining
everyone would have been expecting
showboat festival rugby. But not to be,
the ground was still pretty wet from
the rain through the week, and the first
spell saw more drops and handling er-
rors than Bucky McCallum pulled ham-
strings.

Thankfully things came good in the
second spell and a bit of rugby was en-
joyed by all. Perhaps not so much by
North though as for the visitors it was
a game where every bounce of the ball
went the wrong way, every 50-50 call
went the way of the home team, and
if something could go wrong, it did.
They did not give in though and as they
have all season they made Paeroa work
hard for the points. The scrum and lin-
eout battle was fairly even, both teams
having their moments, but neither
really gaining ascendancy. The back-
lines were deadheating too, although
with Hendrix Beazley moving into first
five Paeroa looked more dangerous
through the last 40.

For the Green machine they were well
led up front by under-rated prop, and
captain Johnson McKain who had a
whale of a game capped off with a
much deserved five pointer. He was
ably supported, as always by the ener-
giser bunny Oshea Te Oka-Cox at open-
side, and his loose forward partner Misi
Tupai Palea. Out the back none were
better than Bitner! Bitner Johansson
at fullback was lethal, his second try
where he tip-toed down the sideline
for 50 metres to score, raising interest
from the flying Wallendas (look em up
kids, interesting story).

The visitors were ably served by vet-
eran Matty Fisher, who always saves
his best for the Paeroa matches, along

with Jason Hayward, who has had
more clubs than Tiger Woods, playing
at number eight and had a boomer. Lo-
gan Mitchell moved out to centre was
his usual polished self, keeping North in
the mix for much of the match.

The final scoreline of 34-17, six tries
to three an accurate reflection of the
match.

The next match on the block was the
world famous, in Te Aroha, Dr Dunn
clash. It never matters where CO-
BRAS and Waihou lie on the points ta-
ble, when they hit the field for the Dr
Dunn, all bets are off. And so it proved,
Waihou looked to always have the
match in control through the first 30
minutes, but couldn’t convert to points,
the Snakes just kept hanging in there,
and probably enjoyed the better of the
middle portion of the match before
they ran out of steam in the final 20 for
Waihou to take the match, and the Dr
Dunn 26-16.

The COBRAS who have struggled all
season to get results should be pretty
happy with their days efforts, their
defensive lineout causing havoc for
Waihou, and their scrum having an
edge also. Cam Dromgool and Etonia
Naba led the ferocious forward assault,
and Naba slotted out to the wing later
in the match and proved hard to con-
tain there too. Sergio Schuler was busi-
ness as usual at fullback, safe as hous-
es. While not winning this week, if they
keep on this trajectory, a win against
Paeroa next week is not off the cards
at all - COBRAS are an upset waiting to
happen, if they get a game when eve-
rything clicks, they could beat anyone.
Waihou did enough across the board
with what they had to take the win, but
will have plenty to work on as they pre-
pare to host Mercury Bay next week.
For the Dr Dunn winners, handy games
from the ever improving Thomas
Came, who is getting better each week
as he learns the dark arts of tighthead
propping. Dev Sheehan, still with his
first five trainer wheels on, is also look-
ing more comfortable each week, and
Bronson Wilson-Beech, who has shift-
ed out to the wing, was hard to control.

Having problems with your hearing aids?

Not happy with your current aids,
service or worried about the cost of
replacing them? Welcome to Resonate’s
stressfree approach to better hearing.

Come to one of our Hearing Health Studios and try
some of the world’s best hearing aid technology. If you
like what you hear, start your $20 a month subscription
service wearing the latest Vivia 9 hearing aids.

It’s as simple as that.

0800 327 360 | resonatehealth.co.nz

resondate.
Hear Life.

Aimee & Angitha

RESONATE HAMILTON CENTRAL
CNR THACKERAY ST & ANGLESEA ST
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ENTERTAINMENT

Wheels on reels at bike night

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
“key fundraiser” for the
Thames Mountain Bike Club
is pedalling its way back to the
community with a series of on-
theme short films.

The annual Big Bike Film Night
will be held on June 11, showcas-
ing a range of short films - each
with a bicycle theme.

This year’s list includes: an
exhilarating film that redefines
what’s possible on a gravel bike on
technically challenging terrains; a
heartwarming documentary that
explores the importance of get-
ting outside, no matter where one
is on life’s journey; and a classic
Kiwi story of a young trailblazer
participating in a gruelling six-
day mountain bike rally.

“This is the sixth year of mak-
ing it round to Thames and rep-
resents a key fundraiser for our
club,” vice president Ric Balfour
told The Profile. “Brett Cotter, the
curator, is a generous supporter
of our club and donates a portion
of the ticket revenue.”

The club is a volunteer organi-
sation that works to improve
mountain biking in the Thames
and Kauaeranga areas as well as
the wider Coromandel.

Ric said there was “good sup-
port” for the fundraiser’s raftle
from some of Thames’ local busi-
nesses, with money raised being
used to assist in the club’s volun-
teer-based maintenance of tracks
and its new trapping programme.

“Our volunteerism in the com-
munity is focused on several

A Thursday night ride for the Thames Mountain Bike Club.

areas, including: building and
maintaining tracks at Moanataiari
MTB Park and Hotoritori MTB
Park; maintaining the Karaka
Track; pest control on the Karaka-
Waiotahi loop trapline that runs
along the tracks, with 71 traps now
and our latest tally of 403 total
catches; and our support of youth
Cﬁlhng through running events,

ills sessions, coaching, and set-
ting up structures for schools to
practice riding.

“We also run a MTB skills day
each summer with DOC at the
visitor centre up the Kauaeranga.”

In 2024, more than 1020 volun-
teer hours were recorded during
work on these types of activities,
Ric said, and this year, the club
has already tallied 342 hours.

“We have gained almost

SUPPLIED

$200,000 in grant funding in the
last couple of years to support
these activities, including acquir-
ing our own digger, motorised
wheelbarrow, and mower. This
has saved hundreds of hours of
manual labour on our track main-
tenance programme,” he said.

At the Thames event, Ric said
donations of goods and services
for prizes would “gratefully be ac-
cepted and raffled on the night”.

“Cash donations will support
our trapping programme, and
membership is always welcome
for anyone who enjoys using the
tracks we maintain.”

DETAILS: More info or tickets at: big-
bikefilmnight.nz/buy-tickets.

Fd b sl
Baiirtinlinm

Nauvigation winter
show set to open

he Vessel Art Co-op is de-

buting its new winter show,

Navigation.

The group exhibition is set
to run for a month, and will
showcase a number of works
from the group’s members.

“This evocative show brings
together the unique perspec-
tives of our members as they
explore the idea of a life’s
journey — through storms,
still waters, and everything in
between.

“Each work is a personal
interpretation of movement,
change, and discovery,” the

organisers said.

The opening night of the
exhibition will be Friday, June
13, at 5.30pm and members of
the public are invited to head
along for “a relaxed evening of
art, good company, food, and
drinks”.

“It’s a celebration of creativ-
ity, connection, and the many
paths we each take,” the or-
ganisers said.

DETAILS: Navigation opens on
June 13, 5.30pm at the Vessel Art
Co-op, 752 Pollen St, Thames.
The exhibition will run until July
9.

The Vessel Art Co-op’s winter show, Navigation, opens on June 13

and run until July 9.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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mes Autos

R.MMT.

e~ HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
ﬁz— WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Fiat Punto
Auto, NZ New, Low 56 Kms,
One Owner

ONLY
8,990

2006 Mitsubishi Outlander
Top Spec 4WD, T-Bar,

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2017 Nissan Qashqai

Low Kms, Auto. 2.0 Ltr

2021 Mitsubishi Mirage
ONLY 12,000 Kms, Auto

$14,990

NOW
$21,990

2014 Holden Cruze SR1-Z 2016 Holden Cruze S/W

2.0 Ltr Auto, Leather, Top Spec

NZ New, Auto, Turbo

2007 Nissan Dualis

Auto, 2WD, New WOF & Service

’ TOP BUY
$9,990

2014 VW Polo

Auto, Late Model

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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SPORTS
Pauanui’s rising star set for surfing worlds

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Email your sports news, reports and photos
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
Pauanui surfer will be one
f six “bold” youths repre-
senting New Zealand at the ISA
World Surfing Games in El Sal-
vador later this year.

Surfing New Zealand an-
nounced last week that Lola
Groube would be part of the
squad heading to Central
America for the Games, held
from September 5-14.

They said the 13-year-old’s
“fearless surfing and flawless
turns” had made her a “stand-
out” in national competitions,
and that she brought “fresh
energy and raw potential to the
team”.

Lola, who is part of the surf
academy at Whangamata
Area School, as well as the
Whangamata Boardriders, ear-
lier told The Profile she start-
ed surfing when she was just

three-years-old, moving into
the competitive circuit at age
10. “Every surf is different and
I really love that,” she said.

“Where we live there are a lot
of small waves, so we have to
travel a bit so I can learn more
and get comfortable surfing
larger waves and reef breaks,
which can be tricky.”

Surfing New Zealand said
this year’s team marked “a new

era” for New Zealand surfing,
featuring some of the nation’s
“most exciting up-and-coming
surfers who have proven their
readiness to compete against
the world’s best”.

“With the majority of the
team in their teens or early 20s,
the squad reflects the energy
and talent of a new generation

rising through the ranks.

“Competing at La Bocana and
El Sunzal, two of Central Amer-
ica’s most iconic point breaks,
these six young surfers will
wear the silver fern with pride
and determination.”

While the 2025 team may be
youthful, New Zealand’s legacy
at the ISA World Surfing Games

is a long and proud one.

Kiwi surfers have competed
in the event since the 1960s,
and at the 2024 ISA World
Surfing Games in Puerto Rico,
New Zealand placed 18th over-
all in a field of more than 50
countries.

And although the 2025 ISA
World Surfing Games would

File Photo: SUPPLIED /PHOTO CPL

not count toward Olympic
qualification, Surfing New Zea-
land said the event played a vi-
tal role in global rankings and
athlete development, especially
with Los Angeles 2028 on the
horizon.

- HLrSEH
Journalism
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AlMotorcycles

Servicing and Repairs

Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph: 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

Trade

Industrial supply
specialists that work

Thames

NEWSPRINT

800mm wide, varying lengths,

Roll ends for sale

S10 ea
Available at the

! !
R T

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@almotorcycles.co.nz

MORTON TIMBER CLEVEDON

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph: 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

WE OFFER ALL SUPPLIES FOR:
* Landscaping * Hardware
* Rural & Domestic Fencing
* Retaining * Decking
* Housing & Farm Buildings

Contact us for a free quote and check

for your business.

Contact us today:
admin@readbros.co.nz

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
e Key Cutting ® Sharpening
¢ Wire Rope Swaging ® Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames

Valley Profile office:
2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school
| holidays - art and
craft,moving,
table coverings
and more .....

|

parts@almotorcycles.co.nz
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

Profile

. Coremandelapp

out our website for specials.
We also offer delivery servi
to rural & urban areas.

www.almotorcycles.co.nz

Thames)Valley;
Club)Rugby/

Premier Men - R10 - June 14th

0 - Boyd Park, Te Aroha
|m Eﬂ' Boyd Park, Te Aroha

The Boom Pit, Whangamata
1 12.25pm Kick Off

e e

Cace

;"'1'.'.'*. 3&% Rhodes Park, Thames

n, H @ BYE

Womens’ Competition - Round 5 June 15th
| Dl e |

- The Lyons Den, Whitianga
1pm Kick Off

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800550 330 « scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
O scottsimpsonmp

SENIOR B Cham |onsh| Round 3 - June 14t

- Boyd Park, Te Aroha
12.25pm Kick Off

h

. Boyd Park, Te Aroha
12.25pm Kick Off

Woolams Ave, Coromandel
2pm Kick Off

Round 3 - June 14th

The Boom Pit, Whangamata
12.25pm Kick Off

Rhodes Park, Thames ‘

[l

SENIOR C - Championshi

o

-
S

National "

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

i Centennial Park, Paeroa
41 pm Kick Off

Final home and away for the womens competition.
Next week Vixens before the finals begin.
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Not every hill is worth dying on

By MICHAEL WILKES

A sakid, I was a
it of a weird
one. I had this
strange fascina-
L tion with bees.
While most kids were running
from them, I'd be crouched near
the flowers watching them do
their thing — collecting pollen, to-
tally unbothered by the world.
And here’s where it gets real
odd. T used to sneak up and gently
cup my hands around them.
Just hold them there. Let them
buzz around inside my hands for
a bit. And then, if I was feeling

cheeky, I'd release one right in
front of someone just to give them
a fright.

But funny thing — I never once
got stung doing that.

It was like the bees knew they
weren’t under threat. They were
just doing their job. No panic.

No drama. Just chill.

Fast forward to the other day — I
did get stung by a bee.

And it hit different this time. I
stopped and thought about what
just happened. Because when a
honeybee stings, it dies. That’s a
massive sacrifice. But see, bees
don’t live as individuals.

They work as one — a swarm. A
unit. Everything they do is for the

good of the hive. So if they sting,
it’s not random. It’s to protect the
bigger purpose.

But when they’re alone and feel
threatened, instinet kicks in. Logic
disappears.

They’re not defending the hive
anymore. They're just reacting.

And they end up dying on a hill
that wasn’t worth it.

It got me thinking about how we
act sometimes. Me included.

We're part of a team — a family,
a work crew, a community. We're
trying to head in the same direc-
tion. But along the way, someone
has a different idea of how to get
there. And suddenly, we're clash-
ing.

CurtainStudio

We stop listening.

We dig in.

We argue not because it’s the
right way, but because it’s our way.

We lose sight of the vision.

We sting, and no one wins.

Like the bee, our passion takes
over but our purpose slips away.

So here’s the thought: not every
hill is worth dying on.

Sometimes keeping unity mat-
ters more than being right.

Sometimes the best thing we can
do is step back, breathe, and ask:

Is this really worth it?

Because if we sting every time
things don’t go our way,

we risk losing the very thing we
were trying to protect all along.

Michael Wilkes is a youth worker with
Living Well Trust, running mentoring and
resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa. To support local youth work
or follbow more stories and insights, find
him on Facebook, Instagram, or TikTok @
michaelwilkes.kiwi. If you'd like to connect
about a speaking engagement, community
initiative, or supporting youth work, email
michael@livingwell.org.nz.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

§&# corpetcourt

217 Pollen Street, Thames
07 777 4994
Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

Make every day beautiful with

\\\\\\///////

Thames store a ‘one stop shop’

Carpet Court and CurtainStudio
are the largest flooring and win-
dow furnishing retail brands in New
Zealand.

The local store in Thames on Pol-
len St has been bringing the best of
flooring and window furnishings in a
joint location since June, 2024.

With a highly skilled and expe-
rienced team, they are a one stop
shop for all your flooring or window
furnishing needs.

Whether it be carpet, LVT, sheet

or blinds, curtains, tracks or any
window furnishing accessory, they
have got you covered.

They provide free on site consul-
tation not just in Thames but any-
where on the Hauraki plains and the
entire Coromandel region.

With Winter kicking in and kids
school holidays just around the
corner, it’s a perfect time to refresh
your space by taking advantage of
their Cosy Up for Winter deals

They have some crazy deals like
carpet just from $105 per linear

metre, 50% on all custom fabric,
making and lining and 50% on Stu-
dio brand roller and venetian blinds
So, no need to wait for Summer.
Head in store to visit Taz and the
team, and see the other great deals
currently on offer.
DETAILS: Open weekdays from
8.30am to 5.00pm and on Satur-
days from 8.30am to 2.00pm. Visit
carpetcourt.co.nz and curtainstudio.
co.nz or contact us today for free
measure and quote on 077774994
or 0279781816

/////\\\\\\\
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N Pollen

512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891

E: flowersonpollen@gmail.com

w: flowersonpollen.co.nz

vinyl, SPC, hybrid or timber flooring
1 ]

4
1

Join our monthly
1{ Style Your Space
| page and receive

a feature article
1,glbout your business

d a listing on the

Pmﬁlf: g%@romandel App

B {ornmangdsanr

ave All Your Flooring Needs Covere
Flooring Sales & Installation
Domestic & Commercial

ﬁJF he saddest thing Ii:: b
can 1mag1ne 1S to ge‘gz

wused to luxury”
- Charlte Chaplm.
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* Carpets ¢ Vinyls ¢ Floor Sanding
* Laminate & Timber Flooring
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Contact Davidda - 022 174 3988
davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road at Waihi Beach
07 863 5723 / 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz
www.owensflooring.co.nz

or Nikki - 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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CALL THE EXPERTS

ARBORIST

W aeorst W
' TREE

»SHAPES

Quatified Anboniate

% Treework Large & Small

ENNERTET

#~ Stump Grinding + Hedge Trimming qu-:glll"'Ed Eiierﬂf“gd
#= Fruit Tree Pruning == Chipping ot _"au A “m:” s M:_r ak fw ==

For a free quote call R T b o sk

07 868 398S or 0274 726627 || cz10 338 9922 - nestnsvanmgmail.com

ARBORIST

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching
- Advice and consultancy

Quualiy Ok o

File Photo

Hunts Home Kills’ Mike Wright says barbecue cuts are “booming”.

A K

Top Service at Hunts Home Kills

TFIEE SEHUIEEE

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal * Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
« Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACCNSIDES oo

027 439 0367

BUILDER

CAIRD

COMSTRUCTION LD

* New home builds
= Renovations and extensions

= Decks, fences, and
outdoor areas

= Any building work, big or small

BUILDER / CARPENTER
QuALIFIED & LICENSED LBP.

Many years
experience.
Ph Peter
027 496 5241

CIVIL CONSTRUCTION

Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Eli Crawford

Earthworks, retaining walls, fencing; conoret
drainage, rock work, landscaping, demo &

Servicing Pagroa & Surrounding areas
021186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching

» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,

palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

info@haurakitrees.co.nz
0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

ARBORIST

+ Stump removal
experts for tree
stumps of all sizes

+ Coromandel, Franklin
and Waikato

« Experienced and fully
insured

» Owner operated, local
business

Call now for a free quote 021539779

luke@stumpandgrind.co.nz
www.stumpandgrind.co.nz
BUILDER
@ [

Mothimg oo big or srmall
Hanast & Profassional '-'-rl'.'FIH.I'I"IIf'IE-"Ill:I

~riiMP
sGRIND

BUILEING &
COMNBTRUCTION

Call us Today
021393 467
Tramadup.coune

Carpet Court
FREE

underlay &
installation* RhinNo carpet

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

on selected

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 e Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

= Electricians

= Heat Pumps 07 868 7151
Air Conditioning E:
admin@coolelectric.co.nz
= Security .
Systems www.coolelectric.co.nz

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames
\ Z

H unts Home Kills, based on the flanks
of Paeroa, aims to provide top quality
meats and pride in their products.

The home kill business butchers and
packages animals slaughtered on farms
using Nick’s Onsite Killing Services to cus-
tomers’ requirements.

Mike Wright, who has owned Hunts
Home Kills for around a decade, said they
worked with many types of animal car-
casses.

“There’s a full list on the website - you
can go through from pigs, sheep and
beef... and we process a lot of wild game

especially during hunting seasons.

“We also do a full range of small goods,
bacon, ham, flavoured sausages, kransky,
chorizo, salami, biersticks and meat pat-
ties.

“As long as everything goes well, every-
one’s rapt, that’s probably why we’re so
busy.”

Mike said Hunts Home Kills had always
aimed to be a “step ahead” with vacuum
packing, which makes meat last longer in
the freezer. “We're also getting right into
our barbecue cuts... and they're booming
at the moment,” he said.

CONTACT: website: huntshomekills.nz, Ph:
0800 250 939.

BUILDING SERVICES
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SN - Kibchona

= Hosuso enovat

Frosgraemmad Malng

- ody Covpdrain Masnianamcs

Empmgency Callouis

- Erquired Bullding Consenl work, loudged

with Councils

Make your home
pet friendly

DRIVING ACADEMY

DRrivING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

ELECTRICIAN

Electrical

Laser

“ Totally Dependabie®

v Mow Builds

= Albpraticad

* Chaton

s Lighting Plars

= Hest Fumps

= Sarvics and Malrenancs
= Gommorcisl

s Firg Systoms

Ph:OT B6T 7746 Email: wonihd Dilmeelec tnca! cuong

g lor Eximnslcms - 30 Rocsn

EARTHWORKS
TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
. NIGHTMEARES
. General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads * Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...
Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

tf/'

AvoC

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903
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FLOORING

OWENS FLOORING

Phone: 027 233 7277 | 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz
HIRE CENTRE

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350

Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

HIRE CENTRE

THAMES

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

For all your meat and game processing needs.

* We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products. +

o Professional facilities. HUNTS
* Smoked meats are our specialty. "

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

¢ Game orders over 10kg

CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial
- Carpet - Vinyl

- Laminate - Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote
Phone : 021020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

JOBS:

Lola’s * For All your
. . . housework that
Residential Cleaning- needs doing.

Contact 027 435 8048 * Dusting

+ Vacuuming

* Mopping
+ Kitchen cleaning
+ Oven cleaning
+ Bathroom cleaning
+ Window edges
+ Laundry & Ironing

¢ Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 e Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

Quality Product - Competitively priced
No obligation FREE measure & quote

. PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
= THAMES P: 07 868 6323

. E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz
We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437
TRUCKING

Truck this Hiab,

salvage, general

www.truckthis.co.nz
027 459 9781 for quotes

WATER BLASTING

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer

Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.
Gutter cleaning.

Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.
Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential - Commercial
Contact Peter for free quote

info@hotsy.nz 021618384

optional

HOUSEWASH

Soft-wash the exterior of your house,
roof, patios, paths and driveway.
For best Algae, Moss & Lichen treatment.
We also clean exterior of windows,
gutters and do general waterblasting
Prompt local service
with over 20 yrs experience
Call for free quote
Andy Direct: 027 313 4386
or 0800 737 777
or email: housewash@xtra.co.nz

Il °ranTER
That Painter

Tttt X
m'...lmunl,

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

SCRAP REMOVAL

SteellMachineny
BatterieswCopperiialloy
www.scrapit.co.nz
027 459 9781 for quotes

TOWING

THAMES TOWING

& WORKSHOR
24HR Breakdown ¢ AA Towing * WOF
ﬂ Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
thamestowing@gmail.com

=
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

29 Queen Street, Kopu

PRECISION

WINDSCREENS
We come lo W
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By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
group of protestors set up outside
Thames-Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son’s Thames office at 12.30 on May 30. The
event was advertised as “protesting govern-
ment attacks on our communities”, and in-
vited locals to bring along all their issues, in-
cluding mining, poverty, pay parity, climate
denial, budget cuts and more.

Thames’ labour representative, Beryl Ri-
ley, said the protest was the first of many.

“People are really upset and angry... this
government doesn’t seem to be listening to
the people, doesn’t seem to be seeing the
hardship of ordinary New Zealanders,” she
said. “We're seeing this as a way for people
who are feeling angry and don’t know what
to do about it, to at least gather, meet like
minds, have a chat.”

Beryl said there were around 30 adults
who attended the protest, along with 40
children from Thames South School Te
Kura o Te Kauaeranga. She said they came

Protest “first of many’

from various Thames groups, including The
Basket Hauraki, the combined trade union,
Ngati Maru, and others.

“We had lots of people get up and speak,”
Beryl said. “[There was] a lot of concern
about how this was not a budget that was
helping ordinary people get ahead.”

They plan to hold a protest on the last Fri-
day of each month.

Scott Simpson was not in Thames on the
day of the protest. However, he told The
Profile that people were always welcome to
protest peacefully as a fundamental demo-
cratic right.

“The budget’s gone down very well I think
with most New Zealanders,” he said.

“I get completely that Labour Party mem-
bers and activists don’t like what our gov-
ernment is doing but the simple fact is that
we’re cleaning up a mess that was the result
of six years of economic mismanagement
and it’s going to take US 1z :ilesm
some time to put that Joumalism
right.” mET N

: t";fgather outside Scott
Simpson’s Pollen St office.

Photci: SUEfU -

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

SCRAP VEHICLES

—
wa

-

CARS
~w@ WANTED

UVEHICLE

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

/ACCENSJUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

¥
& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

WASTE REMOVAL

TYRES & BATTERIES

— TYRE and BATTERT

> Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Hatikati
Glass

WINDSCREENS

Windscreen He placements
-Stone Chip Repairs

P OF -5--1-5 3359
110 Main Road

{Bahing ©
wrwve. b tileatic

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,
Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad

~ from just $55 + GST per week and

one of our professional reporters
will write a story about your
business at no extra cost.
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CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12 noon Monday
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Death Notices | Church Notices Pets Public Notice Public Notices

Eiﬁ?rﬁaz,Sime“)' Waihi Assembly KENNELS g : ‘ S AGM Notice of Annual General Victoria Battery
' ] aturday 28th June 2025 Meeting for TramwavSociety Inc.
s ,0f God Church NATMARURL o B € ACBOAS 8| it cu | Loommeres YSocity
aged 85 years. orsnip ealing l . ﬁ' ) Local Reserves Committee
Loved wife of the late Brian. || 10am Sundays ||| dreat place for your pet Cr(éo beheldinne || sunday 15th June, 2pm Sunday 29th June
loved Mum of Terry and {o stay.’” Shane & Sherrin Morgan Park) |||t Kerangahake Hal, || sy 2025 gy
Kay, Wayne and Bronwyn, Scout Hall, ogan - i = 130 =
0 - 07-867- Waihi Bowling Club Crown Hill Road, -oUpm
Stephen and Ann, Allen and Baker St. Waihi Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, g P!
Marleny. Loved Grandma ! SH25 Waitakaruru, members please attend Karangahake Venue Waikino Cafe
of Rachael, Earl, Samuel Waihi Bible Chapel
and e, nd ved Grest Ph. Num 021 522 668 || o0 Temes
e e Come read the Word. Trades -

A celebration of Jill's life will ) 3 i—
be held inlthe Grelhar%stgrllvn Learn Scripture (King Jpm; SU n CIEI‘_lf
Chapel, 102 Kirkwood Street, |[James) _ FENCING R HAURAKI
Thames, on Thursday 12th | [You want the truth, it's Faeroa -ﬁ-th|EtH:..~ Club Room DISTRICT COUNCIL
June, at 1pm, followed by all here. Come help CONTRACTOR

private cremation.
Messages to: 36 Benner
Drive, Ngatea.

us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday
nights 6pm

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality

THICKPENNY,
Dorothy May (Dot):
Unexpectedly, at Thames
Hospital on 3 June, 2025;
aged 91 years. Loved wife
of Gary. Much loved Mum
and mother-in-law of Brian
and Lucy, Sue and Carl;
grandmother of Bonnie, Mark,
and Tom; great-grandmother
of Nathan, Johann, Hailey,
and Aisha, and step-mother
of Rochelle.

Honouring Dot's wishes, a
private cremation has been

Paeroa Domain

Piano Tuner

C|eaning workmanship
Competitive prices
HOUSECLEANNG Call Matt
All housework, ovens, 0211727 148
laundry, ironing. .
Ph Lola 027 435 8048 Builder
Firewood Reno’s, decking, fenc-
Old Man Pine ing. For free quote ph

$140 per cube. Phone
Mark 027 655 8661 or
Steph 027 385 2806

Phil 021 088 63559

Sharyn Clark Sy

Piano Tuner & Technician ™~
'Fully Qualified and
Covering all areas of Hauraki and Coromadel

M: 0274 485 089

sharynclark22@gmail.com

Painter

Health

Big double load
of ti tree mix.

Painter available now,
experienced in interior
and exterior work. Ph

Dry shed . .

held. 0272142442 are available at Earth Angel Magic,

Messages to: PO Box 495 stored and free I Bin Inn Thames, Bin In% Kam?)
Thames 3540 delivery. $340 | Advertise with the ,
EERIRY | Ph: 0223860395 | poperthatis || L e rer24660

Forlease | 787", —

WILFORD, Yards for lease, P: 022 130 3885 Sltuatlon Vacant
I?:a‘(l:ia?ul‘ljof::r'l";ames Thames and Kopu. . St I

Hospital on 5 June, 2025; | Suiitable for trucks, orage MOTORBIKE MEJﬁtil.rlneNlc REQUIRED
in his 91st year. vehicles or trade ti . e .
B‘ea'ﬁy vt husbandof | business base. Ph Storage Unlimited Some experience with farm bike servicing

Daphne. Much loved Dad of
Lance, Keith and Carolyn.
Loved grandad of Raymond,
Tina; Jared and Mitchell, and
great-grandad of Declan,
Luke; Archer and Freya.
Honouring David’s wishes, a
private cremation will be held.

027 440 7101

HEALING CREAMS

by Romoco Wellness,
Plains Healing Centre

25 Ngati Maru Highway

Gardening

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.

Units available

will be an advantage.
Full training will be given to the right person.
Phone, text, email or drop in.
Miles - 027 227 1121 - miles@hpmotors.co.nz
1 Pipiroa Rd, Ngatea

Acknowledgement

GOONAN, Dooley:
Corrie, Karin, Tony and Jo
and all our families would
like to thank everyone who
have helped us through this
difficult time with flowers,
food, cards, messages and
amazing support. Dooley
would have been speechless.
Also special thanks to
Thames Hospital and Waihi
Lifecare for their love and
respectful care of our beloved
Dooley.

Thank you one and all.

Th based. 7x3.6mand 7 x5.5m
Ph 021 060 7659 Phone 07 868 9944 Storage
Handyman | STORAGE ||| TOTAL STORAGE LTD

An experienced handy- || KOPU, PAEROA KEREPEHI / PAEROA

man covering all trades TE AWAMUTU 10FT CON. $125 per mnth
ith over 20 years exp “New Units”

\ll)vll.lildinvg tradey. Pleas); Ph 027 440 7101 20FT CONE;‘C%%:::I? per mnth

contact Laurie King 07 868 3033

0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Safe n Sound Storage

www.safestorage.co.nz

Handyman Services

Home Maintenance

s
m home maintenance &

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

THAMES HANDYMAN
& BUILDING SERVICES
Building,

general gardening services

‘SHE SORTS IT’

From Mess to Impress:

Gardening, home clearing, painting, declutter,
odd jobs, deceased estates. Creating Beauti-
ful, Organised, Serene Spaces.

Qualified and experienced horticulturist.
Ready to Present to market or event!
Contact Pippa Jackson Ph 027 747 7000

LUSE-202.2025.00002013.001
Rule: 6.1.5.6

Feature.
Status of Activity: Non-Complying

Heritage feature).

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz.

application relates that
(a) Adversely affects the environment; and

competition.

RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION

Hauraki District Council has received a resource consent application
as follows to demolish the St James Presbyterian Church
(Category A Heritage Feature).

Applicant’s name: The Presbyterian Church Property Trustees
Location: 76 Moresby Avenue, Waihi

Hauraki District Council (HDC) — Application Reference:

Rule name: Demolition (in whole or part) of a Category A Heritage

Comment: To demolish St James Presbyterian Church (Category A

The District Council application can be viewed at the Hauraki
District Council’s (HDC) Paeroa Office, William Street, Paeroa, Waihi
Office, 40 Rosemont Road, Waihi and the Waihi Library, or online at

Please contact the HDC Duty Planner on 07 8628609 if you have any
questions about application LUSE-202.2025.00002013.001.

Any person may make a submission on the application, but a person
who is a trade competitor of the applicant may do so only if that
person is directly affected by an effect of the activity to which the

(b) Does not relate to trade competition or the effects of trade

You may make a submission on the application by sending a written
submission to Hauraki District Council, PO Box 17, Paeroa, 3640 or
electronically submissions@hauraki-dc.govt.nz or by delivery to a

D A Speirs
Chief Executive

on behalf of Hauraki District Council
10 June 2025

Council office in Paeroa, Waihi or Ngatea. The submission must be
on form 13. Copies of this form are available on the HDC website
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz and from Council offices.

Submissions close on Wednesday Sth July 2025.

You must serve a submission on The Presbyterian Church Property
Trustees whose address for service is C/- Patrick McHardy, 15
Thompson Street, Tokoroa 3420 Email: Patrick.mchardy@
southwaikato.govt.nz as soon as reasonably practicable after
serving your submission on the Hauraki District Council.

Paeroa Auto Electrical

e Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz

* Auto Air Conditioning

RVs and more

3 Belmont Road Paeroa

C

P4
-

@ R‘oll‘lng Feed Bin Lids
“Over 30 Years Experience”

& :
S
I EERIFMIE
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DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,
& Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
5 - DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel
CREMATORY or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
A\ Ll [ e Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
* Additional mileage may apply, according to roading conditions. ** Plus Doctors Fee. The Doctors Fee for medical paperwork required for Direct Cremations is an additional charge. This fee ranges from $45.00 to $200.00, determined by the patient’s Doctor.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY

SUPPORT

LOCAL

Please Visit the website:

. h foreverpets.co.nz
advise your s for further information. SlVld¥©®134)
Vet of your 'E SN ET e s\ Ot

07 868 6003.

Forever
Pets

PET CREMATORIUM

wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

— NN O IO |©| 0
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 72 Poker hand (4,5) 35 Solid (5)

1 Form (5) 73 African country (5) 36 Petty quarrel (4)
4 Battle preparation 74 Woollen fabric (7) 37 Spotted (4)
positions (6,8) 79 Strong European 42 Stands (5)

11 Dummy bullet (5) spirit (8) 43 Daily traveller (8)
14 Normal (5) 80 Insubordinate (11) 44 Over there (6)

15 Astronomy building 81 Undress (5) 45 Teetotal (2,3,5)
(11) 82 Shelf (5) 46 Shipshape (4)

16 Suave (8) 83 Gather nerve 47 General (anag)(7)
19 Enterprise (7) (5,2,7) 48 Not liable to (6)
20 Trapdoor (5) 84 Bordered (5) 49 Professorship (5)
21 Guarantee (9) 51 Steel pin (4)

24 Bandit (9) DOWN 52 Salad vegetable (7)
26 Fold mark (6) 2 Accommodation 53 Lookout (6)

27 Beach suit (6) building (6) 58 Not precise (10)
31 Gunfire (5) 3 Machinery (5) 59 Less (5)

32 Beefy (8) 5 Block (4) 63 Oil checker (8)
34 Source of income 6 Northern country (7) 64 Berate (5)

(10) 7 Learner (6) 65 Sunshade (7)

38 Panic-stricken (7) 8 Dancer’s skirt (4) 68 Small dog (7)

39 Japanese theatre 9 Harshest (anag)(8) 69 Mistake (4-2)

(6) 10 Playground plank 70 Summerhouse (6)
40 Of horses (6) (6) 71 Update (6)

41 Omen (4) 11 Respiratory 75 Famous (5)

42 Put right (7) disorder (10) 76 Cast off (4)

45 Unwilling to take 12 Absent (4) 77 Noose (4)

sides (2,3,5)

50 Any seal (anag)(7)
54 Identical (4)

55 In agreement (6)

13 City in Pakistan (7) 78 Hitch (4)

17 Feel one’s way (5)
18 Stand-in (10)
22 Tiling cement (5)

56 Room to 23 Smaller number or
manoeuvre (6) part (8)
57 Aloof (7) 25 No longer existing

60 Frittered away (10) (7)

61 News gatherer (8) 26 Capital of Wales (7)
62 Paper quantity (5) 28 Accusation (6)

65 Lecture (6) 29 Farm implement (6)
66 Chasm (6) 30 Strain injury (6)

67 Transport for 33 Series of mountains
injured (9) 5)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Again, 4 Carefree, 9 Precis, 14 Place, 15 Haul over the coals, 17 Giddy, 18 Sap, 19 Rejoice, 20
Qualities, 21 Iguana, 24 Courgette, 25 Assess, 26 Called, 29 Camouflage, 31 Tow, 32 Mallet, 33 Smug, 35
Age, 37 Gaze, 39 Astronomy, 40 Terminate, 41 Seize, 42 Attacked, 47 Meltdown, 51 Idols, 55 Profusion,
56 Precision, 58 Lane, 59 Duo, 60 Elba, 61 Deride, 62 Oaf, 63 Opposition, 66 Theory, 67 Dinghy, 69
Meandered, 72 Punish, 73 Herculean, 75 Student, 77 lll, 80 Erect, 81 Fancy one’s chances, 82 Alter, 83
Spiral, 84 Auditors, 85 House.

DOWN: 2 Guatemala, 3 Igloo, 5 Acre, 6 Exhaust, 7 Recollection, 8 Exact, 9 Possess, 10 Edgy, 11 Indigo,
12 Balsa, 13 Leopard, 14 Pyjamas, 16 Vacuum flask, 22 Aghast, 23 Isolate, 24 Cholera, 25 Always, 27
Lumbago, 28 Degree, 30 Eton, 32 Merit, 34 Green, 36 Gift, 38 Act, 42 Ample, 43 Trouble, 44 Crux, 45
Exiled, 46 Horde, 48 Long stretch, 49 Diluted, 50 Win, 51 Insipid, 52 Spooky, 53 Self-employed, 54 Silo,
57 Impede, 64 Offenders, 65 Printer, 66 Typical, 68 Gleeful, 70 Against, 71 Asleep, 72 Plate, 74 Conga, 76
Dingo, 78 Stir, 79 User.



22 THE VALLEY PROFILE, June 10, 2025 www.valleyprofile.co.nz

BAYLEYS

Boundary lines are indicative only

Miranda 730 Back Miranda Road

Space, style and spacious grounds - Miranda living 45210 4 k= 3w

Set on 4,521sgm (more or less) in the Hauraki countryside, this newly completed home offers modern design and Auction (unless sold prior) 1lam, Thu 26 Jun 2025
family-focused living. It features four bedrooms, two spacious living areas, and an open plan kitchen with stone island 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton
and scullery, flowing to a wide patio. The main bedroom has a walk-in robe and tiled ensuite, with a sleek family View 10-10.45am Sun15 Jun

bathroom for the rest. A double garage, ducted heat pump, ample storage and large shed with lean-to add everyday

ease. Close to Miranda Hot Springs and zoned for Hauraki Plains College, this is a ready-made lifestyle with long-term Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

appeal.
bavl Connor Davis 027 496 4622
ayleys.conz/2630083 connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

Puriri 107 Neavesville Road

Price dropped - $160k below GV 32, ld 3 k= 2w 2 [

Step into the comfort of country living with this three-bedroom home on 3.2 hectares (more or less), privately Asking Price $1,049,000
positioned with an elevated rural outlook. This ready to enjoy home blends modern efficiency with understated rural View 10-10.30am Sun 15 Jun & Sun 22 Jun
character. At the heart of the home is a light-filled open-plan kitchen, living, and dining area. The kitchen is equipped Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

with modern appliances, island bench and a generous butler's pantry. Large sliding doors open onto an expansive

deck, creating a seamless indoor-outdoor flow. For those with a passion for horses or small animals, the property karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

includes fully fenced paddocks and an implement shed. A genuine haven for those seeking space, privacy, and Glenn Tanner 027 486 2399
connection. glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz

SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
bayleys.co.nz/2316097 MHREALTYLTD, BAYLEYS, THEREAACT 2008

bayleys.co.n
yiey z @ airpoints*
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BAYLEYS

Waihi 42014 Tauranga Road

Lifestyle, shedding near the beach 414 Abkm 2 @ 2 o3

Tucked down a quiet road, this extensively renovated four-bedroom home sits on 4.14 hectares (more or less) of For Sale $1,800,000 + GST (ifany)
gently rolling land, with mature trees, shedding, and space for a pool. The spacious living zone features timber-lined Phone for viewing times
over-height ceilings, a separate dining area, and a sunlit lounge with wide rural views. A modern kitchen with large Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

walk-in pantry is well placed at the heart of the home. This is a rare find—quality holdings of this size and position are

seldom available. Contact us today. karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

Seth Roe 027 320 6937
bayleys.co.nz/2630073 sethroe@bayleys.conz

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT2008

_.:.-- . - T
¥ ::'-'z'l.h.u.ll

Thames 574-578 Pollen street

Multi-Title, Multi-Tenant, Multi-Option 339w I 4400m B

Auction (unless sold prior) 12pm, Thu 10 Jul 2025

* Multi-tenanted income across three freehold titles.

* Prime frontage on the main street. 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton
« Add-value potential with flexible layout and scope to improve IEP rating. View by appointment

Spread across three freehold titles, this well-located property on Thames’ main street offers a reliable income stream Josh Smith 027 229 8865

W|_th aflexible layout t_h_at Ie_aves room for futgre stratggy. W_hlle t_he ovgrall IEI_D ratlng_ is low, 5?4—576 m_eets the _ josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
minimum standard, giving investors a compliant starting point with a view to improving over time. This investment is MHREALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, ACT2008
for those looking for flexibility, future options, and a presence in a well-established regional centre.

bayleys.co.nz/2180801

bayleys.co.n
@ airpoints* viey z
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SPORTS

Email your sports news, reports and photos

to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Hauraki’s Coope

MOTOCROSS

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

ooper Young’s motocross
dreams are to always have
fun and “do my best”.

His passion clearly paid off
when he clinched the number
one spot for the 12-16 years
125¢cc class at the 2025 New
Zealand TT Nationals Compe-
tition at Fullers Farm in Taupi-
ri on May 3-4.

Even though the motocross-
mad rider qualified in 15th
place - he went on to finish the
event with a first, second and
third, and two fourth placings,
plus snapped up the overall
first place in his class.

The Hauraki Plains College
year 10 student, who rides for
the school team, told The Pro-
file his final race was a com-
bination of the best and most
challenging races of the entire
event.

“I'was tied with another com-
petitor and whoever won that
race won the overall points -
and I bet him... I was stoked.

“It was good for me to deal
with the pressure of having a
tied race, to push me to ride
harder.”

However, the biggest chal-
lenge was when he had to get
up and catch his competitor
after he hit a berm too hard,

_ -

crashed and lost his first place
position, he said.

The young rider’s training
routine leading up to the TT
Nationals consisted of Monday
swims, two gym visits a week
and a ride day, he said.

His strategy was to “ride as
hard as I can” and stay on his
bike.

The motocross champ’s jour-

ney into the sport started when
he got his first bike at age five.

The 14-year-old said he
learned how to ride at home
and started to compete at mo-
tocross tracks when he was
around eight years old.

“Motocross is in the family so
it was a natural thing for me to
compete.”

And when it came to mentors
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in motocross, the young rider
didn’t need to look far as “both
sides of my family” were his
biggest influences.

Technique was something
Cooper said he’d worked on
and sorted, and now was fo-
cussed on speed.

But the two-wheeled thrill-
seeker has his eye on another
competition.
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Hauraki Plains College year 10
Cooper Young revs to first place
in the 12-16 years 125cc class.
LEFT: Cooper leaves a wheely big
mess for the other riders.
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Some of the Hauraki Plains
College motocross team would
travel to Foxton to race in the
Gold Coast Motocross Club
Secondary Schools Competi-
tion for round three of the New
Zealand Battle of the Schools
Series, he said.

“My sights are set on winning
the 12-14 year 125c¢c class.”

Cooper said he liked to thank
his mum and dad for always
getting him to the tracks.

“My sponsors are Triple 8
Training, Mr Motorcycles,
P1 Moto, Slater Contracting,
Bridgestone Tyres Morrins-
ville.”

His top two pieces of advice
for other young riders was to
focus on fitness and “having
fun”, he said.
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