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Community rallies after vandal destroys garden, P3

A FIERY FINISHA FIERY FINISH
Deane Young’s dream to stand in the number one 

spot for this year’s D1NZ series has become a re-
ality, despite a fiery “mechanical drama” and weather 
which sought to dampen spirits.

Hailing from Paeroa, Deane’s season in the Pro-
Sport Restricted Class started out strong, with three 
events and three podium finishes.

But round four and five weren’t as smooth sailing.
“Round four, we didn’t have a good weekend with 

that one,” Deane recalled. “I don’t even know where 
we finished. I think it may have been like 14th or 15th 
or something like that… so that hurt us quite a bit, 
points-wise.”

Doubt crept in during the series’ grand final, held at 
Baypark in Tauranga on April 25-26.

“My car had a few mechanical dramas and I lost 
the first and second battle. I got to run my third and 
fourth battle, but I had to forfeit the car, so we ended 
up in fourth place for the last round,” he said. “But 
luckily, we still had enough points to get us through 
to the top step of the championship.”

Deane earlier told The Profile that one thing push-
ing him to clinch the season was the fact the winner 
received a free trip to Japan, joining the crew at Drift 
Japan and driving three of the country’s famous drift 
tracks.

He also wanted to better his last year’s placing - 
fourth overall.

“It actually hasn’t really set in 100 per cent yet,” he 
said, “but I’m super proud that we did get there in the 
end. We’ve done three seasons of D1NZ Pro Sport, so 
we’ve kind of been around long enough and have had 
a few podiums here and there… So to get up on one of 
those top steps and be able to take a trophy home was 
super rewarding.”

But Tauranga over the Anzac Day weekend saw cool 
mornings and “terrible” weather conditions, making 
it not only harder for drifters to impress the judges, 
but also the crowd, Deane said.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P2

Mechanical dramas did not stop Deane Young from taking out 
this year’s D1NZ Pro-Sport championship.      

 Photo: WHIPPY PHOTOGRAPHY
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To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
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Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608
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not only harder for drifters to 
impress the judges, but also 
the crowd, Deane said.

“It’s not like normal race 
tracks that are made out of 
asphalt and grippy material. 

“Baypark is made with a 
smoother-finish concrete so 
in the wet it just turns into an 
absolute nightmare, but hey, 
it was an even playing field, 
everyone had to deal with it,” 
he said.

“As for how it impacts… the 
art of drifting is putting your 
car where the judges want, 
but it’s also the smoke and the 
adrenaline and the speed of 
the cars. 

“If it’s raining it just slows 
everything down.”

But now that this season is 
over, and with a trip to Japan 
in his sights, Deane’s experi-
ence and first-place finish 
means he must move to the 
top tier of the D1NZ series 
called the Pro Championship - 
this year won by Luke Fink.

“So that’s the same level as 
Mad Mike [Mike Whiddett], 
Fanga Dan [Daniel Wool-
house], Darren Kelly - all the 
big names that drive not only 
here in New Zealand but in 

Australia and the USA.
So, providing we can get 

some sponsorship backing, 
we potentially will do next 
season - which will kick off 
this side of Christmas,” he 

said.
“We’ll just play it by ear 

and hope for the best.”

Deane wins drift champs
CONTINUED FROM P1

Deane Young, from Paeroa, now must move to the top tier of 
the NZ drifting scene.                          Photo: WHIPPY PHOTOGRAPHY

The body of a man was found 
by a member of the public on 
Whangamatā Beach on the morn-
ing of May 1, Police confirmed. 

While the formal identifica-
tion has not yet been completed, 
Police believe the body is that of 
missing 44-year-old man Jar-
rod Kingi, who was last seen on 
April 25 about 11.15pm, when he 
left an address on Tobie Place in 
Whangamatā.

A search was mounted for 
several days with Police search-
ing areas surrounding the 
Whangamatā Harbour.

Sergeant Will Hamilton said  a 
search around the area was con-
ducted with the assistance from 
surf lifeguards from Whangamatā 
Surf Life Saving Club.

Police have extended their con-
dolences to the man’s family and 
friends, and will continue to offer 
them support.

Sergeant Hamilton thanked 
the Whangamatā community 
and members of the public who 
assisted in the search for the 
missing man.

Body found on 
Whangamatā 
Beach
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FURNITURE & BEEEDDDSSS RRR UUUSSS
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

3 Bedrooms, Internal Garage
$780,669*

8070 Paeroa-Kopu Road,
Hikutaia, Thames-Coromandel.
Level 1391 square metre section

Next to Hikutaia School.

Phone/Text: 0274 755 680
ctnixon@xtra.co.nz

TradeMe ref: 4896456109 www.sections.kiwi
*Price indicative only and includes land.

House & Land Package

to help paint it.
“We’ve also had contact from 

the community offering work-
ing bees, money, and even an 
art installation as the Butterfly 
Garden is a beautiful place to 
visit and the community have 
taken it to heart.”

The garden was established 
with the help of Habitat En-
hancement and Landcare 
Partnership (HELP) Waihī, 
who cleared the bush of privet, 
blackberries, and wattles, and 
instead planted natives.

The Herb Society then spent 
a solid three months plant-
ing 1200 swan plants and 600 
cosmos flowers, and creating 
paths that weaved through the 
bush.

Since then, the garden has 
become a beloved community 
affair, with the Keas from the 
1st Waihī Scout Group wheel-
barrowing in loads of donated 
mulch; and ladies from Heth-
erington House painting rocks 
to leave behind for young chil-
dren to find. 

The garden’s co-ordinator, 
Sheryl Parkinson, would also 
love to have more hands on 
deck to help with light weeding 
and garden maintenance, Pen-
ryn said. She and her band of 
volunteers meet every Friday 
morning, from 9am-11am.

Waihī rallies to repair vandalised garden
The Waihī community has 

shown its support for a but-
terfly garden that was recently 
vandalised, with all of the orig-
inal donors working to restore 
what was lost.

Sometime after 4pm on 
Tuesday, April 15, a vandal 
entered the garden - along the   
Mill Stream walkway - and 
wantonly destroyed seats and 
hand-built features such as a 
bridge and the favoured fairy 
house.

The following day, a fire 
broke out at the same site.

The garden’s founder, Pen-
ryn Ballinger, said Police had 
been notified of the destruc-
tion, but no outcome had yet 
been determined.

However, she didn’t believe 
the damage or blaze had been 
caused by children, as the 
crime had an element of intent.

“An area of ground was burnt 
just below the entrance to the 
Mill Stream Walkway and gar-
den; three good-sized rimu 
were burnt, which will be lucky 
to survive,” she said. 

“If the two big old pines ad-
jacent had caught fire, it would 
have been a very big blaze.”

Inside the garden, a pine tree 
seat, bridge, fairy house, and 
fairy house seat had been van-
dalised while no damage was 
done to the plantlife. 

“Kids love the garden, and 
especially the fairy house, and 
they have been devastated by 
its destruction,” Penryn told 
The Profile.

“We were all in shock when 
we first saw the damage, but it 
pulled the community together, 
and their heartfelt support on 

Facebook was very reassuring.”
Penryn, who alongside the 

Waihī Herb Society established 
the memorial garden back in 
2021, said the original donors 
of the vandalised articles had 
all come forward to repair the 
damage, while David Ander-
son, managing director of In 

Ch-it Plumbing, had offered to 
replace the fairy house. 

“His employee, Mike the 
builder, will be getting on with 
the build now that the weather 
has calmed down,” she said.

“The company plans to make 
the fairy house rebuild a family 
affair and will invite children in 

The favoured fairy house in the Waihī Butterfly Garden, before and after the vandalism in April.           Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
33 Russell Street 2 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa20073

Effortless Living – Brick Beauty
Discover this wonderful two-bedroom brick home,
perfectly designed for comfort and relaxed living in a
central location. Whether you want to downsize, retire,
or enjoy an easy-care lifestyle, this home will tick those
boxes.

Asking Price $639,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
48 Poland Street, Waikino 5 2 2 4

eves.co.nz/ewa19510

Big Family? No Worries!
Set on a generous 1821sqm (approx.) section and
offering exceptional privacy, this beautifully renovated
and reclad five-bedroom home delivers the perfect
blend of modern comfort and semi-rural tranquillity.
Contact Brooke Edwards for more info.

Asking Price $1,090,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
117 Bulltown Road 4 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa19638

Garden Retreat with Double Garage &
Sleepout
Private family home positioned on 4044 sqm (approx.)
of well-established grounds and gardens. Spacious
living, dining and kitchen. Fireplace and heat pump.

Asking Price $845,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
18 Silverton Road 4 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19911

Vendors Motivated to Sell
A stunning four-bedroom character home offering
comfort, space, and style. Inside find light-filled open-
plan dining room, new kitchen, new bathroom, and
new laundry. Spacious living. Detached
garage/workshop. Private and fully fenced.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Water decision made
In what Mayor Toby Adams said was one 

of the biggest decisions Hauraki District  
Council has faced in recent times, council-
lors decided on their preferred option to 
manage drinking water and wastewater de-
livery in the district. 

The change is required by the government 
under its Local Water Done Well legislation, 
which replaced Three Waters. 

The council’s preferred service delivery 
model, an independent council-controlled 
organisation (CCO) in association with six 
other regional councils across the Waikato, 
would provide the benefits of economies 
of scale, affordability, and sustainability to 
ratepayers, Mayor Adams said. 

Council modelling suggested the estimat-
ed cost to ratepayers under the CCO, known 
as Waikato Water Done Well, would be 
around $4361 per annum. The cost per an-
num under the council’s current long-term 
plan sits at $4402. 

The council is seeking feedback on this 
option with a public consultation, and will 
also present a second option of an “en-
hanced status quo” - keeping water delivery 
much the same as it currently is, but with 
extra regulatory oversight. This option was 
estimated to cost ratepayers around $4447 
per annum. The consultation closes on May 
23.

Regardless of the option chosen, the coun-
cil will be moving wastewater charges from 
the property rates bill, to the water bill. This 
change takes effect on July 1. Stormwater 
management will remain with the council. 

Mayor Adams said the council has been 
working hard since Three Waters was origi-
nally floated, to ensure the district’s water 
infrastructure was fit for purpose. 

“We’ve invested heavily and filled our 
work programme up to a point where our 
district is in a really good spot, infrastruc-
ture-wise,” he said. “The biggest fear our 

ratepayers see now, is this debt. [But] debt 
ensures that everybody pays their fair share 
when they get to use that asset.”

Meanwhile, the council also approved its 
schedule of fees and charges for 2025-26. 

The major changes are within user-pays 
activities such as hall hireage, pool fees, 
building consents and waste management, 
with several fees increasing to cover operat-
ing costs.

The council also approved a new target-
ed rate for Whiritoa ratepayers, to provide 
funding for the Whiritoa Community Hall, 
which costs approximately $10,000 a year 
to maintain. One of the only community 
halls in the district not currently funded by 
a targeted rate, affected ratepayers will now 
pay $21 per property, to come into effect on 
July 1. Councillor Rattray noted there was 
significant support in the Whiritoa commu-
nity for the new rate. 

Another decision which initiated much 
discussion among councillors was whether 
to allocate funding for an upgrade of the 
lights on Waihī’s Poppet Head. 

The iconic mining structure, which sits 
alongside the Pumphouse at the top of Sed-
don St, has had numerous repairs to the 
strip of LED lights affixed to it. Council staff 
suggested the lights be replaced with pre-
programmable, colour-changing lights at a 
cost of $27,000. 

Mayor Adams said it would be cheaper in 
the long run to take this option - “do it once, 
do it properly” - however, several council-
lors including Cr Ranchhod and Cr Holmes 
did not see the lights as a priority spend. Cr 
Gray and Deputy Mayor Paul Milner said 
the lights were spectacular and a draw to the 
town, when working correctly. 

In the end, the decision was made to ap-
proach outside community groups, to gauge 
whether there was interest in forming a 
partnership to source 
external funding for the 
project. 

The Taxpayer’s Union “debt clock” stopped in Paeroa and Thames last week.        Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Giant clock displays NZ debt
The Taxpayer’s Union “debt clock” currently 

touring the North Island made stops in 
Paeroa and Thames on April 30 to highlight 
the nation’s rising debt. The giant display, 
mounted to the side of a trailer, continued to 
count upwards during its journey, showing the 
Government’s current level of national debt - 
upwards of $185 billion. Taxpayer’s Union in-
vestigations co-ordinator Rhys Hurley said the 
aim of the campaign was to get people talking 
about debt. “Most people don’t actually know 
[about the amount of debt],” he said. 

An associated petition from the union is 
calling for the government to “balance the 
budget and stop the debt clock”. “What we’re 

asking is on Budget Day that Nicola Willis 
starts cutting wasteful spending… It rises the 
cost of everything and it’s hurting the aver-
age Kiwi,” Rhys said. During Finance Minister 
Nicola Willis’ pre-budget speech on April 29, 
she said the previous government’s spending 
during Covid-19 was to blame for the nation’s 
debt, which rose by almost $120 billion be-
tween 2019 and 2024. 

“Our government’s strategy is to reduce 
the deficit over time, through a gradual pro-
gramme of consolidation and careful spending 
choices,” she said. “We must ensure our coun-
try is financially strong and 
resilient enough to effec-
tively respond to whatev-
er the future may throw.” 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Ngatea library, council on the move
Ngatea’s Hauraki District Council Ser-

vice Centre and Library are moving, to 
make way for a new building on the site. 

The old centre, on Orchard West Rd, will 
be closed on May 15-16 as staff relocate to 
the supper room at the rear entrance of the 
Ngatea War Memorial Hall. 

Staff will operate from there from May 
19 until the completion of the new council 
building. Public access will be from the 
glass doors at the rear of the hall building, 
and parking is available beside the hall. 

A new accessibility ramp has also been 
installed at this entrance. 

The contracting process is still in pro-
gress, but council staff said the demolition 
team is on standby to begin work as soon 
as the contractor is appointed and final 
consents issued. A final opportunity for 
members of the public to walk through the 
old building, constructed in the 1970s, will 
take place before demolition begins with a 
“Memories and Morning Tea” event. The 
date for this is yet to be confirmed. 
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LIMITED TIME DEAL!

1BED
BASE

NZ Made Mattress!

When You Grab a

Offer valid on Single, King Single, Double, Queen, King, and Super King
sizes. $1 Base offer applies to a standard Lomax Charcoal Bed Base
only. Upgrade options available at additional cost. Excludes Sealy,

Tempur, and Adjustable Bases. Limited time offer.
While stocks last.

BED SALE

HALF
PRICE

HURRY! WHILE STOCKS LAST

34 months interest free is available for purchases on $999 and over using
Purple Visa Card. Purple Visa Card Terms and Conditions, credit criteria and
Rates and Fees (including a $55 establishment fee and a $55 annual fee)
apply. Prevailing interest rate (currently 26.65% p.a., as at 1 April 2024) will
apply to any outstanding balance at the expiry of the interest free period.
Visit purplevisa.co.nz for more information.

*

34 MONTHS INTEREST FREE*

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement.

Fighting for youth at new fundraising event
A new group aimed at devel-

oping and supporting the 
youth of Paeroa are gearing up 
for a fight with a martial arts 
fundraiser event on May 17. 

Nga Tama Toa is a budding 
youth group for 13-16 year 
olds, run by Waihī Martial Arts 
owner/trainer Hemi Keelan. It 
currently operates out of the 
Paeroa Community Support 
Trust Carehouse on Willough-
by St.

Hemi, who was named Hau-
raki Coach of the Year in 2018, 
has been teaching the dozen or 
so youth group members Muay 
Thai, a martial arts form fo-
cused on kickboxing. They’re 
now preparing for their first 
fight in Hikutaia. 

The sport has been great 
for boosting their self-esteem, 
Hemi said. 

“Seeing the confidence grow 
within these boys. Their label 
is ‘naughty’ around town - to 
be honest, they are. But when 
we get them in here, we look 
at them as diamonds in the 
rough,” Hemi said. 

“A bit of polishing and these 
boys are starting to come out of 
their shell and they’re starting 
to shine.”

Alongside martial arts, Hemi 
is hoping to develop a positive 
space where youths can build 
new skills. 

“We’ve got a few boys that I’ve 
seen around town and they’re 
just loitering, not at school… 
Basically, I’ve been using our 
martial arts as a vehicle to draw 
these boys in,” Hemi said. 

“With getting them under our 
wing, we start to do things like 
teaching these boys how to live 
off the land and the sea: giving 
them a positive male role mod-
el. That’s what I’m aiming for, 

and hopefully along the way, 
get these boys skilled up and 
put them back into society as 
great young leaders.”

Ten of the group will be com-
peting in the May 17 fight, Hemi 
said, against other gyms from 
around the country. Funds 
raised from the event will go 
back into Nga Tama Toa. 

“[It’s] a free youth group, 
self-funded. We’re still in our 

infancy,” he said. 
“One of the things we want to 

do is take [the youths] to Dive 
HQ because it’s part of living 
off the sea. Go hunting, fishing, 
diving, all those great things - 
just some activities that we can 
give back to the community, 
that creates a positive outcome 
for the youth. 

“There’s too many falling 
away on the wayside… We’d 

like to change that and the only 
way we can do that is if we can 
get them here and use the mar-
tial arts to change their mind-
set.”
DETAILS: Toa Fight Show, May 
17, 12pm at the Hikutaia School 
Hall. Tickets $50; contact 027 896 
0003. 

Hemi Keelan (back, centre) with some of the students at his youth Muay Thai class in Paeroa.                   Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



06 THE VALLEY PROFILE, May 6, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz



HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2016 Holden Cruz S/W
2.0 Ltr Auto, Leather, Top Spec

TOP BUY
$8,990

2014 Nissan Qashqai TS
1.6 Ltr Turbo Diesel, NZ New, T-Bar

Top Spec

$12,990

2007 Holden Comodore VE
Auto, Low Kms, Excellent Condition

$8,990

2010 Subaru Legacy
2.5 Ltr Auto, AWD, Alloys

TOP CONDITION

VALUE
$8,990

2009 Ford Fiesta Sport
Auto, Alloys, VALUE HATCH

$6,990

2017 Hyundai Elantra Elite
Auto, 2 Ltr, NZ New, Superb Condition

$13,990

2008 Nissan Pathfinder
4.0 Ltr Auto, 4WD, T-Bar

NOW
$11,990

2004 Mazda Axela
2.0 Ltr Auto, Alloys, T-Bar,

Well Maintained

$4,990

Thames railway bridge shortcut ends in tragedy
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

When a bag and library book 
was found in the Thames 

harbour in July, 1912, it was an 
ominous clue as to the fate of 
34-year-old John Phillips who 
had suddenly vanished. 

He was last seen by Miss Gla-
dys Beddek at Shortland go-
ing in the direction of the rail-
way bridge which spanned the 
Kauaeranga River at Pārāwai. 

It was around 10pm and 
John, a distinctively tall man, 
was heading home to Totara 
where his brother-in-law’s fam-
ily lived.

John was from Nottingham-
shire, England, and a fairly re-
cent arrival in New Zealand. 

He had a wife, Emily, and a 
small son and daughter back in 
England who would be coming 
out to join him. 

The Phillips’ were assisted 
immigrants nominated by the 
Baxter family - John Baxter 
was married to Emily’s sister, 
Fanny. 

The Baxter’s, of Gloucester-
shire, had arrived two years 
earlier taking up land at Tota-

Pārāwai, Thames showing the Kauaeranga River and railway bridge in the foreground.              Photo: SUPPLIED

ra soon afterwards.
The railway bridge was often 

used as a shortcut despite being 
hazardous and John Baxter had 
cautioned John Philips about 
using it. 

Soon after 10pm Pārāwai resi-
dents heard what they thought 
was people skylarking about in 
a boat on the Kauaeranga River. 
John Phillips wasn’t seen again.

Around 19 days later the body 
of a man was discovered by Mr 
Pratt, a Hauraki Plains settler, 
amongst the mangroves on the 
foreshore near the mouth of the 
Waitakaruru River. 

The police proceeded to the 
spot as soon as the tide was high 
enough, and conveyed the body 
- that of a tall man, fully clothed 
- back to Thames. 

John Baxter identified the 
man as his brother-in-law, John 
Phillips.

At the inquest held at Short-

land the next day it was pre-
sumed John took the shortcut, 
and while crossing the railway 
bridge slipped and fell into the 
river. 

John Baxter said John Phil-
lips had not been in the habit of 
crossing the river over the rail-
way bridge. It was dangerous 
with no proper footway, only 
being passable by stepping from 
sleeper to sleeper. 

The Coroner returned a ver-
dict that John drowned through 
accidentally falling off the rail-
way bridge. He was buried at 
Shortland cemetery.

Around two months after 
John’s death Emily and the chil-
dren, aged four and six, arrived 
in New Zealand by the Arawa 
from London. 

The Arawa brought about 
400 passengers, 120-odd of 
who were assisted immigrants. 
Of the ‘assisteds’ the High Com-

missioner had approved of 53 
adults and four children, while 
the remainder were nominated 
by relatives in New Zealand. 
There were nine farmers, 42 
farm labourers, 14 domestics, 
and nine wives who had come 
out to join their husbands.

 Fine weather prevailed 
hroughout the voyage, which 
was uneventful. Emily’s occupa-
tion was listed as a housewife 
and her marital status as mar-
ried, although by then she was 
widowed.

In 1917, when she was 47, 
Emily married Abraham Le-
man. They lived in Auckland 
until Abrahams’ death in 1930. 

Emily returned to the Thames 
Valley where she died suddenly 
at the Turua Private Hospital in 
1933, aged 63. 

Emily was buried at Shortland 
with her first husband John 
Phillips.

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. The adage ‘If it’s brown, lie 
down; if it’s black, fight back; if 
it’s white, say goodnight,’ refers 
to a suggested response to which 
animals?
2. The New Zealand singer born as 
Ella Marija Lani Yelich-O’Connor is 
best known by which stage name?
3. Which ruler and leader was 
born in the 12th Century and to-
day is still regarded as the found-
er of the nation of Mongolia?
4. The disorder where a patient’s 
blood does not clot in a normal 
way is known by what common 
name beginning with H?
5. Which tourist attraction on the 
Tapu-Coroglen Road is now up for 
sale for the first time in 31 years?
6. The Great Sphinx of Giza in 
Egypt is composed of what type 
of rock? a) Igneous, b) metamor-
phic, or c) sedimentary?
7. Which safety feature of many 
modern roads was originally 
known as ‘singing shoulders’ 
when first installed in the 1950s 
in New Jersey, USA?
8. Which of these songs has be-
come a Liverpool football club 
anthem? a) Hold Your Head Up, 
b) Staying Alive, or c) You’ll Never 
Walk Alone?
9. Senior Trump officials used 
which messaging app in March 
this year to discuss an attack on 
Houthi rebels in Yemen, acciden-
tally also inviting a US reporter to 
the chat?
10. Trifolium repens is the scien-
tific/Latin name for which pasture 
legume plant?

ANSWERS: 1. Bears; 2. Lorde; 3. Genghis 
Khan; 4. Haemophilia; 5. Rapaura 
Watergardens; 6. c) Sedimentary. It is 
composed of limestone.; 7. Rumble strips; 
8. c) You’ll Never Walk Alone; 9. Signal; 10. 
White clover. 



Several Thames health pro-
fessionals were among 

those downing tools around 
New Zealand on May 1, as part 
of the “May Day” strike protest-
ing against understaffing and 
low salaries for senior doctors 
and specialists. 

Over 5500 senior doctors and 
specialists from the Association 
of Salaried Medical Specialists 
were involved in the 24-hour 
strike, in what the union’s ex-
ecutive director Sarah Dalton 
said was a “may-day call” for 
the public health system. 

“The strike will result in 
planned procedures being post-

poned, but the same number of 
procedures are lost every week 
due to ongoing staff shortages,” 
she said in an April 28 state-
ment. 

“New Zealand will be short 
more than 3450 senior doctors 
by 2032 and we are already 
seeing the impact of doctor 
shortages across the country 
with longer wait times in emer-
gency departments and for first 
specialists’ appointments.”

Critical services, such as 
“life-preserving medicine” and 
emergency departments, re-
mained available during the 
strike. 
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Men who abuse their partners saw their
fathers abuse their mothers.

• Family violence is prevalent throughout
society so many people have grown up
witnessing domestic violence.

• Most of those people will never
perpetrate violence in their own adult
relationships. It is never an excuse.

• In fact, some of the most passionate
supporters of safe relationships are
survivors of family violence.

Hauraki Family Violence
Intervention Network
Mon to Fri 8am to 3pm

027-3726332
sally@hfvin.co.nz

MISCONCEPTION

REALITY

TTTe Whāriki Manawāhine O
Hauraki

0800-868-3132 ( 24 /7 Free)
Shine helpline

0508744633 (24/7 Free)
2shine.org.nz

SUPPORT
If anyone is in immediate danger Ring 111

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

Professional , Honest and Reliable Home Kill
Processing Available

call now to make a booking
Homemade Old Fashioned

Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site
Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

Students seek votes for garden upgrade

The māra kai or garden at 
Waihī Beach School is a 

space where students, staff and 
volunteers play a part in help-
ing things grow.

Principal Rachael Coll told 
The Profile it was all about stu-
dents “being in the environ-
ment” so they could learn to 
love it and learn to look after it.

“They get to have that hands-
on, real-life experience within 
it.”

Student groups, guided by 
their teacher and a volunteer 
helper, get to work in the gar-
den every Friday, Rachael said.

Pumpkins, potatoes and ku-
mara were some of the vegeta-
bles the students had grown, 
which were now ready to be 

harvested, she said
Students also made salads for 

their school pōwhiri, and baked 
for different events based on 
what was in the garden, she 
said.

But now the school of pas-
sionate young gardeners has an 
opportunity to further nurture 
their māra kai through the Bay 
of Plenty Regional Council’s 
School Sustainability and Re-
silience Fund 2025.

Waihī Beach School is now in 
the running to receive funding 
for a rainwater collection tank 
and irrigation system. 

In the school’s application, 
they said they would like to in-
stall a rainwater collection tank 
to support the growing of fruit 
and vegetables within their 
māra kai.

“Using fresh water is much 
better for overall soil and plant 
health.

“Further, by connecting the 
tank to a gravity-fed irriga-
tion system, we can water our 
garden when we are not there 
e.g. during school holidays and 
non-gardening days,” they said.

But the school community 
needs the support of people to 
help place a quick vote for the 
school online.

Supporters can vote for the 
school at www.participate.bo-
prc.govt.nz/ssrf, where each 
voter receives a virtual wallet of 
$35,000 to allocate toward the 
projects they would like to see 
funded before the vote deadline 
on May 9.
DETAILS: Visit www.participate.
boprc.govt.nz/ssrf to vote.

The garden is a happy place for Waihī Beach School students.             Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Thames doctors 
join national strike
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Thames doctors strike on Mackay St.                 Photo: SUPPLIED/WAIORONGO
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Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz
THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Features
• 17" Alloy Wheels
• 81.4kWh Li-ion Battery
• 605km Driving Range (WLTP)^
• Power & Torque: 150kW / 283Nm
• DC Fast Charger up to 128kW
• Flush Manual Door Handles
• Gloss Black Roof Rails
• 6 Speaker Sound System
• Blindspot Collision Avoidance Assist
• LED Headlights & Daytime Running Lights
• 12.3” Full Digital Instrument Cluster

• 12.3” Satellite Navigation
• Forward Collision-Avoidance Assist 2.0
• Highway Driving Assist 2.0
• Kia Connect + OTA Software Updates
• Interior V2L Outlet + Exterior V2L Adaptor
• Dual Zone Climate Control
• Smart Key & Interior Start/Stop Button
• 1,000kg Braked Towing Capacity
• Rear View Camera with Front & Rear
Parking Sensors

Kia EV3
Light 2WD Long Range

MRP

$ 62,220Incl. GST
+ORC*

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. ^World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP) combined 쏾gure. Actual results achieved will differ according to operating conditions and driving
style. The Kia 7 Year Warranty Programme applies to all new Kia EV3 purchased from 1st April 2025, and runs for 7 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs 쏾rst). The Kia 8 Year High
Voltage Battery Warranty Programme runs for 8 years or up to 160,000 kms (whichever occurs 쏾rst). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz
for full details.

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

High Voltage Drive
Battery Warranty

(OR UP TO 160,000 KMS)

8 YEAR Free Kia Connect
& OTA Updates

QUALITY REDEFINED

Factory
Warranty

Test Drives
available now!

Up tttooo 66600km range!
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60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea
867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349
John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

your love for your
fur-babies today.

And unwrap our budget-friendly plan, with a monthly payment
to cover healthcare costs for your four-legged friends.

With our wellness plan, you’ll receive: Unlimited vet consultations - we’ll even trim their nails.

Joining fee+
$35
per month.

• Gordonton
• Maramarua
• Matamata
• Morrinsville

• Te Aroha
• Te Kauwhata
• Thames

• Ngāruawāhia
• Ngatea
• Paeroa
• Raglan anexa.co.nz | 0800 284 3838

anexa.co.nz/bundle

SIGN UP NOW.

Routine vaccinations.
Annual health checks.
Discounts on surgery, treatments, pet food, and dental care.

+GST

Bundle up your pet’s vet care
Are you avoiding a trip to the vet be-

cause you’re worried about the cost? 
Anexa’s Bundle pet wellness plan offers 
a simple, affordable way to manage your 
pet’s healthcare with easy monthly pay-
ments.

At Anexa, we’re passionate about pets 
and believe every owner should have ac-
cess to regular professional veterinary 
care - without financial stress. That’s why 
Anexa created Bundle, a budget-friendly 
12-month plan covering essential health-
care services.

Enrolling your cat or dog into Bundle 
means unlimited vet consultations, routine 
vaccinations and an annual blood and 
urine analysis to help detect diseases early.

The plan also includes discounts on sur-
gery, treatments, pet food and dental care, 

as well as nail trimming and microchipping 
- if your pet hasn’t already been chipped.

Anexa customer Rachael, who has five 
rescue dogs - including three with special 
needs, says Bundle has been a game 
changer. 

“We can’t afford to insure them all, espe-
cially with pre-existing conditions, but with 
Bundle, vet visits are super affordable. We 
did the maths and we’re actually saving 
money.

“With the unlimited consultations, we 
never hesitate to bring our pups in. It gives 
us peace of mind, knowing that a simple 
tummy ache isn’t something more serious 
like an obstruction or poisoning.”

Learn more about Bundle at your local 
Anexa clinic or visit anexa.co.nz/bundle.

- Supplied by Anexa

ADVERTORIAL

Tapu Hall has proven to be a great venue 
in its 75 years of serving its Thames Coast 

community. Already this year, the hall has 
been used for two big family weddings and 
the Thames Coast Kiwi Care’s 20th Year Cel-
ebration picnic. In April it was a great “rainy 
day outpost” (games, movies, table tennis, 
tables set up for colouring-in competition) 
and prizegiving venue for Tapu Camp’s Easter 
Fishing Competition.

Traditionally, the hall’s biggest and most 
significant event of the year was the Anzac 
Day parade, dawn service and community 
breakfast, which is organised in collabora-
tion with the Tapu Volunteer Fire Brigade.

This year’s event was bigger than ever with 
more than 130 people attending. In addition 
to being a solemn and profound occasion, it 
is truly a Tapu event with every individual in-
volved in the service a Thames Coast local.

From the Anzac wreath-making workshop 

in the hall the day before and to the com-
munity breakfast with its Anzac biscuit com-
petition, the Tapu Anzac commemoration 
involved children, extended families and 
people from up and down the coast. It’s a 
significant and pleasantly sociable chance to 
catch up with friends and neighbours in the 
welcoming and hospitable hall.

While these traditions are going strong, to 
keep the hall’s engagement with the com-
munity moving forward the hall board has 
appointed a social committee chair, Karen 
Camp, to make sure the hall is used for a 
range of activities which appeal to different 
sectors of our community.

In May there will be a community Pink 
Ribbon event which is open to the entire 
community. No need to wait for an invita-
tion to someone’s private party – all will be 
welcome for a shared lunch with live music, 
art auction, raffles, some fun activities and 

prizes. May is Pink Ribbon Breast Cancer 
month and it will be a chance for the hall to 
fundraise for an important charity and bring 
the community together.

Mid-winter will be celebrated with a pot-
luck dinner and quiz night in July and in Au-
gust there will be sports night in a “tabloid” 
format so that everyone gets a chance to 
play all the sports available at the hall - pick-
leball, darts, table tennis, pool and indoor 
bowls – and make it a fun night, followed by 
supper.

October already has two big events 
planned. Early in the month there will be a 
repeat of the very successful Dance Social 
with a live band and old- fashioned supper. 

This was very popular back in October, 
2024, and many in the community have 
been asking about when it will be held again 
this year. Later in the month, the hall will 
host a Sweet Louise fundraiser as a follow 

on to the Pink Ribbon Event in May. Sweet 
Louise supports New Zealanders living with 
incurable breast cancer. 

The hall committee is asking for ideas 
about events or activities that could be or-
ganised with the community. Karen and her 
committee are keen to hear suggestions and 
work with individuals who would like to plan 
events or have ideas that would make the 
most of the hall’s great location and facili-
ties - landscaped private garden, soon-to-be 
renovated commercial kitchen supper room, 
stage and big, well lit and heated main hall.
DETAILS: For more info, email: tapuhallta-
pu@gmail.com. Bookings: Contact Annie, 
Ph 027 476 0302, email: tapucamp@xtra.
co.nz. Tapu Hall is a Charitable Trust and 
operates under a Service Level Agreement 
with Thames-Coromandel District Council, 
which supports it with an annual grant.

- Supplied by the Tapu Hall Committee

Events keep Tapu Hall at heart of community

Many events have taken place in the Tapu Hall this year, including Easter activities, Anzac services, 
two weddings and Thames Coast Kiwi Care’s 20th Year Celebration picnic.            Photos: SUPPLIED
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

strategic predator control and 
community action.

The project aligns with the na-
tional Predator Free 2050 vision 
and has seen growing success 
with increasing support from lo-
cal volunteers, businesses, and 
organisations.

“We are proud to support Pred-
ator Free Waihī Beach and the 
mahi being done to protect our 
local environment,” PSSCA treas-
urer Gail Kelly said.

“Bowentown is a special place, 
and we want to see it thrive for 
generations to come. By investing 
in predator control, we’re invest-
ing in a future where our native 
species can flourish.

 “Our association also supports 
other community facilities such 
as the Surf Lifesaving Club, BMX 
track, and tennis court.”

The donation will help fund es-
sential trapping equipment, bait, 
volunteer training, and monitor-

ing efforts to track progress.
The ongoing work at Bowen-

town contributes to a broader vi-
sion of making Waihī Beach a saf-
er haven for native wildlife, ensur-
ing the area’s rich biodiversity is 
preserved for future generations.

Community members are also 
supporting the kaupapa by do-
nating or sponsoring through the 
Predator Free Waihī Beach Com-
munity Partnership Programme.

From $50, people can sponsor a 

trap or a trapline to help continue 
the fight against predators, they 
can even choose their favourite 
native bird to support. 

“Every contribution makes a 
difference in protecting our envi-
ronment and ensuring native spe-
cies thrive.”
DETAILS: For more information on 
how to support Predator Free Waihī 
Beach or to get involved, email Pip 
predatorfreewaihibeach@gmail.
com. 

$10k donation enables pest control work
Predator Free Waihī Beach has 

received a significant boost in 
its fight to restore the natural eco-
system of Bowentown, thanks to a 
generous $10,000 donation from 
the Pio Shores Sports and Com-
munity Association (PSSCA).

The funding, spread over 12 
months, directly supports trap-
ping and monitoring efforts in 
the area, helping to protect native 
wildlife and regenerate biodiver-
sity.

The donation underscores the 
commitment of the PSSCA to 
environmental stewardship and 
community-led conservation ini-
tiatives. 

With ongoing predator control, 
the project aims to reduce the im-
pact of invasive species such as 
rats, stoats, and possums, which 
threaten native birds, lizards, and 
insects.

“This incredible contribution... 
is a game-changer for our work 
at Bowentown,” Predator Free 
Waihī Beach co-ordinator Susan 
Lean said.

“It ensures that we can contin-
ue our trapping efforts, expand 
our monitoring programmes, 
and engage more volunteers in 
protecting our unique coastal en-
vironment.

“To date, we have eradicated 
over 2700 target predators from 
the area and are seeing the return 
of bellbird (korimako), morepork 
(rūrū) and bittern (matuku).”

Predator Free Waihī Beach is a 
grassroots initiative dedicated to 
restoring native habitats through 

Predator Free Waihī Beach has received a large donation from the Pio Shores Sports and Community Association.               Photo: SUPPLIED
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HUSTLER Round Bale FeederGILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

UNLX104

Rear fence, Bearing covers, Front end loader reader
(require brackets), Covered drive shaft to eliminate feed
wrapping, Dual latch hooks for stronger headstock &

feeding cradle connection

Large diameter high tensile fork tines, Different length
fork tines for easy & quick engagement, Guide plates &

bushes to ensure a snug fit in the cradle,
Strong rolled RHS headstock

4 YEAR
warranty

$11,200 $11,590
+GST +GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Funding opens 
for farmers
The Thames Valley’s local Ru-

ral Support Trust is calling 
on farmers “feeling the financial 
pinch” to apply for the govern-
ment’s newly-released assis-
tance payments.

Announced on April 22, Social 
Development and Employment 
Minister Louise Upston, and Ru-
ral Communities Minister Mark 
Patterson, said the government’s 
rural assistance payments would 
help with essential living costs 
for eligible farmers in 27 districts 
affected by dry conditions.

“We want to help eligible 
farmers whose income has been 
severely affected by drought-
stricken conditions,” Upston 
said. 

“We know farmers in these re-
gions have been significantly im-
pacted by low rainfall over recent 
months, and we want people to 
be able to access support when 
they need it.

“These Rural Assistance Pay-
ments are being made available 
until October 28, 2025, when 
farmer incomes are expected to 
lift.”

Patterson encouraged farm-
ers doing it tough to get in touch 
with their local Rural Support 
Trust to find out what help was 
available and to apply for a Ru-

ral Assistance Payment if they 
needed it.

“Droughts often have a sting 
in the tail with the cold, tough 
winter months still to come. We 
know how hard it can be to re-
cover from a drought, and we are 
here to support farmers through 
it.”

The Waikato Hauraki Coro-
mandel Rural Support Trust said 
any farmers, farm owners, con-
tract milkers, and all others feel-
ing the “financial pinch particu-
larly hard” could get in touch.

“Help us help those within 
your community [by] encourag-
ing them to recognise they too 
are vulnerable during a drought 
and are as entitled to support as 
the next farmer.”

Farmers in the Northland, 
Waikato, Taranaki, Horizons 
(Manawatū-Whanganui, includ-
ing Tararua), and the Top of the 
South Island (Marlborough, Tas-
man, and Nelson City) regional 
council areas can apply for Rural 
Assistance Payments.
DETAILS: To get in touch with The 
Waikato Hauraki Coromandel Ru-
ral Support Trust to enquire about 
Rural Assistant payments or other 
support available, call 0800 787 
254.

Coming in at number 45, the beach was noted on the list as being a 
“pristine and tranquil place to visit”.                               Photo: SUPPLIED/DOC

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Cathedral Cove among top 50 beaches
Mautohe Cathedral Cove 

has once again earned 
international acclaim, secur-
ing its place on the World’s 50 
Best Beaches list for the sec-
ond consecutive year. 

Coming in at number 45, the 
beach was noted on the list as 
being a “pristine and tranquil 
place to visit”. 

The annual list is curated 
with input from more than 
1000 of the world’s leading 
travel influencers and industry 
professionals.

Destination Hauraki Coro-
mandel said the cove is well 
recognised for its breathtaking 
natural beauty, cultural signifi-
cance, and iconic status within 
Aotearoa New Zealand, and is 
a popular destination for visi-
tors from around the globe. 

“We’re incredibly proud to 
see Mautohe Cathedral Cove 
named among the world’s top 
50 beaches for the second year 
running,” Destination Hauraki 
Coromandel marketing man-
ager Megan Nunn said. 

“This iconic location is 
not only a treasured jewel 
of Hauraki Coromandel but 
also a must-do experience for 
visitors to New Zealand. Its 
natural beauty, cultural signifi-
cance, and place in the hearts 
of so many make this recogni-
tion truly special - reaffirming 
Mautohe Cathedral Cove’s 
status as one of the most spec-

tacular and valued coastal des-
tinations in the world.”

Visitors can experience 
Mautohe Cathedral Cove and 
the connected Te Whanganui-
o-Hei Marine Reserve in a va-
riety of ways - by joining local 
boat tours, kayaking along the 
coastline, sailing the sheltered 
waters, taking a water taxi or 
walking the scenic track. 

“However you choose to ex-
plore, Mautohe Cathedral Cove 
continues to inspire a deep 
connection with the land and 
sea.”
TRACK CLOSURE
Meanwhile, the walking track 
to Mautohe Cathedral Cove 
will be closed on May 8-9 to 

allow Department of Conserva-
tion contractors to remove five 
large wilding conifers above 
the rock archway and near the 
beach. 

DOC Coromandel Senior 
Ranger Matt Flynn says the co-
nifers are invasive weeds that 
threaten to permanently alter 
the unique landscapes only 
found in New Zealand. 

“Removing the wilding 
conifers supports our weed 
management and biodiversity 
restoration goals – enabling 
native flora and fauna to re-
generate at Mautohe Cathedral 
Cove,” he

The track will reopen to the 
public on May 10. 
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If you or any of your whānau (family and friends) are in
distress, tēnā waea mai - give our Ohu Hinengaro
(mental health & addictions) team a call.

WWWe offffffer an iiinnnclusive service, delivered
through a kaupapa Māori approach,
to support thooose living within the
Hauraki rohe.

Mane (Mon) - Paraire (Fri)
8.30am - 4.30pm

FREEPHONE
0508 111 555

HINENGARO
HOTLINE
IMMEDIATE RESPONSE FOR
WHĀNAU IN DISTRESS

TE KOROWAI HAUORAO HAURAKI

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

BOOK YOUR PLACE 
TODAY!

Terms & Conditions apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!

Thames Music And Drama
presents

17-24 May
Thames Civic Centre

Tickets from www.thamesmad.co
or Thames info Centre

Based on the Paramount movie written by Mike White Book by Julia
Lyrics by Glenn Slater · Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ORiGiN™ THEATRICAL
ON BEHALF OF THE REALLY USEFUL GROUP LIMITED

presents

17 24 May

mad.co
e
an Fellowes ·
r

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing ADVERTISING FEATURE

I love the chance to go 
on adventures with 

my kids. These days, we 
often start with a theme 
for the day—something 
to set the tone. Recent 
ones have been “We do 

hard stuff,” “Face the fear,” “Be brave,” or 
“Never give up.”

One trip that really put this to the test 
was our attempt at the Tongariro Cross-
ing. The plan was set, but the weather had 
other ideas. Thick cloud cover rolled in, 
visibility dropped to near nothing, and in 
an alpine environment, especially with a 
6-year-old and an 8-year-old, that’s not 
something to mess around with.

So we pivoted. Along with our friends, 
we made a new plan to hike to the Tama 
Lakes instead. Before we set off, I asked 
the kids what the theme of the day should 
be. Without hesitation, they declared, 
“Never give up.” I loved it—and we quite 
literally ran with it. As we neared the 
lakes, hikers heading back were shaking 
their heads, telling us it wasn’t worth it. 
“You won’t see a thing in this fog,” they 
said. “Especially with little kids.” The 
wind was picking up, the cold was bit-
ing, and morale was dipping. But my kids 
were determined.

“Let’s just see, Dad!”
We pressed on. And then, the wind—

what seemed like an added challenge—be-
came our ally. It pushed the thick clouds 
aside, revealing the stunning views of the 
lake. That moment was pure gold.

On the way back, with temperatures 
rising, the kids started running. An 18km 
return trip, and they ran most of the way 

down. Blew my mind.
That’s what I love about these challeng-

es: every time we face something tough, 
my kids’ capacity for more grows. They 
love the challenge, and they’re learning 
that pushing through discomfort leads to 
incredible rewards.

And this got me reflecting on something 
fascinating: a part of the brain called the 
anterior mid-cingulate cortex (AMCC). 
This part of the brain is the source of 
drive, motivation, and grit. And do you 
know how it grows? By intentionally 
choosing to do hard things we don’t want 
to do.

This explains why when someone starts 
pushing their fitness, we often see posi-
tive changes in many other areas of life. 
Hard things build resilience—not just 
physically, but mentally.

For me, this realization has led to 
morning exercise and cold showers. 
Why? Because I feel the shift. My AMCC 
is engaged, and I enter the day more fo-
cused, more ready, and more capable of 
handling whatever unexpected challenges 
come my way.

So here’s the challenge: What could you 
start your day with to help you build the 
resilience to face what’s coming?

Because if we train ourselves to em-
brace discomfort now, we’ll be far more 
equipped to tackle life’s bigger mountains 
later. 

Never give up: training 
for the challenges ahead

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. 
He and his team provide mentoring and resilience 
programmes across Thames and Paeroa to more 
than 300 students a year. They are passionate about 
supporting our young people to thrive. Much of this 
work is funded outside of schools and it becoming 
increasingly challenging in the current climate. Email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign up to their quar-
terly newsletter or to become a supporter.

In February, Health Ngatea welcomed back our 
nurse prescriber, Nadia Molloy. Great to have 

you back.
The change of seasons are making them-

selves felt and we have already run two suc-
cessful flu vaccine/Covid booster clinics. If you 
or your child are unwell, please phone us to be 
put on the triage list where a clinician will be in 
touch with you and make a plan accordingly.

If you are placed in the CBAC clinic to be re-
viewed with respiratory unwellness, please just 
drive up under the front portico and stay in your 
car. Most people can rely on their immune sys-
tem to fight off the majority of viral infections.

The treatment is to ease the symptoms while 
you wait to recover.

This can include: Resting at home, Sipping wa-

ter for hydration, Drink-
ing lemon and honey 
drinks for coughs and 
colds, Taking paraceta-
mol or ibuprofen to re-
lieve pain and fever.

To avoid catching a virus: Wash your hands 
regularly for 20 seconds and dry them for 20 
seconds; Eat plenty of fruit and vegetables; 
Don’t smoke or vape; Limit alcohol; Keep away 
from sick people and if you or your children are 
unwell, stay at home; Exercise regularly; Get 
enough sleep; Keep stress levels to a minimum 
to avoid weakening your immune system; Make 
sure your vaccinations are up to date. 

Take care of yourselves and each other. 
- Team Health Ngatea 

Flu clinics available at Health Ngatea
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Conclave (120 mins) M. Returns for 3 screenings. Follows Cardinal Lomeli as he oversees the group of
cardinals responsible for selecting a new church leader while trying to uncover a secret from the late pope.
The Salt Path (115 mins) M. A couple embark on a year-long trek along the coast of Cornwall after
losing their home and later discovering the husband has been diagnosed with a terminal illness.
The People We Love (90 mins) M. New Zealand movie. Maddie is having a terrible day. Her first collection
of short stories is rejected by her publisher, and she discovers her best friend getting it on with her boyfriend.
The Cats of Gokogu Shrine (119 mins) G. A cat colony inhabits a Shinto shrine. Residents care
for them; others dislike the mess. Filmmaker Kazuhiro Soda observes their coexistence. A stunningly
beautiful film that has wowed international audiences. In Japanese with subtitles.
The Penguin Lessons (111 mins) M. Starring Oscar nominee Steve Coogan, this poignant dramedy follows
a man’s personal & political awakening after he adopts a penguin during a cataclysmic period in Argentina.
A Minecraft Movie (101 mins) PG. Garrett, Henry, Natalie and Dawn are struggling with ordinary problems
when they’re suddenly pulled through a mysterious portal into the Overworld: a bizarre, cubic wonderland.
Tinā (125 mins) M. Story of a Samoan teacher, who struggling after the death of her daughter in the
Christchurch earthquakes, reluctantly takes on the role of substitute teacher at a wealthy private school.

Movies from Thursday 8 May to Wednesday 14 May
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames
WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Navy easy care jacket by Sugar, also

available in cognac $110. Teamed

up with our new season combed

cotton mix Vonella shirt $129.95,

topped with Thomas Cook’s famous

uncrushable hat, $137.95. Classic

style for the cooler months ahead.

SPORTS REPORTS
On Saturday, May 3rd, T&R Interior 
Systems Thames FC Men’s traveled to 
Morrinsville, seeking a positive result 
following back-to-back defeats. The 
hosts had convincingly beaten Thames 
in a pre-season game, but Saturday 
told a different story. A formation 
switch to a 3-4-3 and the long-awaited 
return of goalkeeper Matthew Burchell 
from injury leveled the playing field.
The opener came after a cagey first 
quarter, with both teams grappling for 
a foothold. Raegan Winslow single-
handedly hunted down a loose ball and 
capitalized on David Mendez’s hesita-
tion in the Morrinsville goal, winning 
the game’s first penalty. Ben Taylor 
continued his goal-a-game streak by 
smashing the ball into the roof of the 
net for 1-0. Morrinsville reacted and 
started applying offensive pressure of 
their own. Brendan Scott sneaked be-
hind the back line, but his low shot was 
expertly saved by the legs of Burchell, 
maintaining Thames’ slender lead.
The first half turned into a midfield 
battle, with both teams defending as-
tutely, keeping clear chances at a pre-
mium.
The game became more expansive 
in the second half with Morrinsville 

smelling blood and rattling the bar 
with a Braian Uhalde long-distance 
strike. Moments later, the referee 
again pointed to the spot as Thames 
captain Mickaël Dernoncourt stooped 
for a header and was judged to have 
handled the ball. Uhalde neatly con-
verted the penalty to pull Morrinsville 
level with 25 minutes left on the clock.
The penalty saga wasn’t over, as Fer-
nando Bassem Souilem worked his 
way into the Morrinsville box before 
a clumsy tackle by Satnam Singh sent 
him crashing to the ground. The ref-
eree pointed to the spot for the third 
time, giving Thames a golden chance 
to take all three points. This time, 
Keegan Apperley stepped up; Mendez 
guessed right and turned the ball away
with an outstretched glove, sparking 
jubilant scenes from the home sup-
porters. Thames ended in the ascend-
ancy and nearly snatched the win with 
a close-range header from Sanket 
Gurung before a trademark Sam Cox 
free-kick was tipped over in the dying 
seconds. A 1-1 draw was a fair reflec-
tion of the effort put in by both sides.
“There was a collective desire to im-
prove on a disappointing season start. 
We can be proud of our performance, 
and it bodes well for the remainder of 
the season,” said goalscorer Ben Taylor.

Thames’ Sanket Gurung dribbles forward.        Photo: MARK BROWN

THAMES FOOTBALL
Te Whāriki research goes global
Thames-based Te Whāriki 

Manawāhine o Hauraki show-
cased two of its research projects 
at an international conference last 
week.

The International Network of 
Indigenous Health, Knowledge 
and Development – Reclaiming 
Indigenous Ecologies of Love Con-
ference - was held in New Mexico, 
and Te Whāriki was scheduled to 
present in the morning of its sec-
ond day.

“We never imagined we’d even 
attend, let alone be moved into a 
prime slot,” director of research 
for Te Whāriki Paora Moyle said.

“We submitted an abstract from 
a community perspective to push 
the boundaries - to practice what 
we preach about amplifying mar-
ginalised voices, not just theorise 
about it.”

The research was a direct chal-
lenge to the academic elite, she 
said, and a rejection of the notion 
that knowledge could only be valid 
if it came from an institution or a 
doctoral thesis.

The approach stressed that 
without uplifting community 
voices - not just those with doc-
torates - the work of decolonising 
research fell short.

Paula Ormsby, leader of the 
Wāhine Toa Chapter of the Mon-
grel Mob Kingdom in Waikato, 
also took to the stage to share 
how she was reclaiming her iden-
tity and healing intergenerational 
trauma, drawing on ancestral 
Māori knowledge passed down 
through the PouHine wānanga.

“The PouHine has saved my life. 
I used to carry all the trauma, the 
anger, the shame. Now I see I was 
never alone. My tūpuna were al-

ways with me, calling me home to 
myself,” she said.

Ormsby presented a selection of 
initial findings from Ki ō Mātou 
Ake Kupu: Wāhine from Gang 
Whānau Healing Intergenera-
tional Trauma through PouHine 
Wānanga. The final report will be 
released in 2026.

Meanwhile, Te Whāriki chief ex-
ecutive Denise Messiter, who co-
designed the PouHine wānanga 
with her elders, joined Moyle to 
present another research project: 
As A Kid I Always Knew Who 
I Was: Reclaiming Indigenous 
Systems of Care for Takatāpui, 
Rainbow, and MVPFAFF+ Com-
munities.

“This conference is about walk-
ing the talk,” Messiter said. “If re-
claiming indigenous ecologies of 
love is truly the aim, then everyone 

- especially the most marginalised 
- must have a place on the stage.”

The International Network of 
Indigenous Health Knowledge 
and Development is a committee 
of indigenous health scholars, re-
searchers, and practitioners from 
Aotearoa New Zealand, Hawai’i, 
the United States, Canada, and 
Australia, with the aim of improv-
ing the health and wellbeing of in-
digenous peoples.

The Te Whāriki team’s appear-
ance at the conference was un-
derpinned by seven years of work 
- but it doesn’t stop there. 

They are expanding their re-
search, using indigenous-led AI 
tools to map community networks 
during crises like Cyclone Gabri-
elle, and continuing to advocate 
for indigenous-led housing solu-
tions.

Paula Ormsby, left, Paora Moyle, and Denise Messiter at the event.   SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning
Crawford Civil & Landscape
Owner Excavator/Truck/Labour Hire

Servicing Paeroa & Surrounding areas
021 186 3620
crawfy81@gmail.com

Earthworks, paving, retaining walls, fencing, 
concreting, rock work, drainage, landscaping 

Eli Crawford

civil construction

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

admin@coolelectric.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

electrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

40%
off*

Custom Fabrics
217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

off*

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

curtains

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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People in Hauraki-Coromandel don’t have 
to look far for top-tier residential construc-

tion solutions. That’s because the team at 
Caird Construction is the first port of call for 
anyone with a building plan in mind.

“Exceptional homes built with precision” is 
not just their motto, but also a principle they 
stand by with every project.  Owner operators 
Shaun and Kate Caird said while they special-
ise in new residential builds, they also carry 
out renovations, extensions and new shed 
builds. Shaun has over 30 years experience 
in the construction industry working through-
out New Zealands as well as overseas. Shaun 
and Kate established Caird Construction in 
2014 and have been building quality homes 

throughout Hauraki and Coromandel ever 
since. Their legacy is built on a commitment 
to unparalleled quality, integrity and the high-
est level of service throughout each project.

“We pride ourselves on maintaining great 
relationships with architects and subcontrac-
tors to ensure smooth project execution and 
superior results on every build. Our team is 
made up of qualified carpenters and appren-
tices who are dedicated to delivering the high-
est quality workmanship.”

Whether you already have your plans or 
need guidance to get started, Caird Construc-
tion can help bring your vision to life.
DETAILS: Contact Caird Construction on 021 
389 198, or visit www.cairdconstruction.com

Make plans with Caird Construction
Caird Construction help bring people’s dreams to life.                                                    Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens Last month’s winner of  the lotto 
ticket was Jan O’Brien, who found 
Pete in the April 29th edition in the 
Thames Art Gallery  

advert. 
Go to page 2 for 

details 
on how to enter.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday
Public Notice

Handyman Services
THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring
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HAURAKI DISTRICT PLAN
Proposed Plan Change 2: Waihī – Residential  

and Industrial Re-zoning, Further Submissions 
Hauraki District Council hereby gives notice that the Summary of 
Decisions requested by persons making submissions and the 
full submissions received on Proposed Plan Change 2: Waihi – 
Residential and Industrial Re-zoning are now available on our website 
https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/plan-change-2 or by visiting any 
council office or library in Paeroa, Waihī and Ngātea.

Further submissions, in the prescribed form (Form 6), can now be 
lodged with Council as provided for in Clauses 7 and 8 of Schedule 
1 to the Resource Management Act 1991.
The following persons may make a further submission: 
• any person representing a relevant aspect of the public interest; 

and
• any person that has an interest in the proposal greater than the 

interest that the general public has;
• the local authority itself (Hauraki District Council).

A further submission may only express support or opposition to a 
matter raised in an original submission (made under clause 6). It must 
not raise new points of submission. 

Further submission forms can be downloaded from our website 
or collected from any Hauraki District Council office or Library in 
Paeroa, Waihī and Ngātea or contact us on 0800 734 834 (from within 
District), or 07 862 8609.

Completed further submission forms can be:

Posted to: The Chief Executive, Hauraki District Council, PO Box 17, 
Paeroa 3640
Emailed to: info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz
Delivered to: Hauraki District Council service centres in Paeroa, 
Waihī or Ngātea.

A copy of your further submission must also be sent to the original 
submitter no later than 5 working days after lodging the ‘further 
submission’ with Council (Clause 8A, Schedule 1, RMA 1991). 

Further submissions must be received by Council no later than 
4.30pm, 20 May 2025. 

Following the close of further submissions, the Council will prepare 
a report on the proposal and set a hearing date. All submitters and 
‘further submitters’ who wish to be heard will be contacted.

Proposed Plan Change 2A: Kopuarahi Hall and Patetonga 
Hall (and adjoining land) Re-zoning – to become Operative
At its meeting of 30 April 2025 the Hauraki District Council resolved 
to declare Items 1-3 of Proposed Plan Change 2A to the Hauraki 
District Plan ‘Operative’ pursuant to clause 17(2) of Schedule 1 of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. In accordance with clause 20(1) 
of Schedule 1 of the RMA, Items 1-3 shall become ‘Operative’ on 16 
May 2025.

D A Speirs
Chief Executive 
on behalf of Hauraki District Council 
6 May 2025

Storage
TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Storage
Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Handyman 
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Handyman Services. 
Waihi and surrounding 
areas. Building 
maintenance and 
repairs. Mobile - Grant 
027 333 8331. 
E-waihi105@gmail.com

Trades
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Painter
Painter available now, 
experienced in interior 
and exterior work. Ph 
0272142442

Builder
Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559



Public NoticePublic Notice
CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

PLACE YOUR AD  IN 
THE VALLEY PROFILE:

“The paper that is being read” 
Contact Nikki - 022 130 3885

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Church Notices

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening

Garage Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Firewood

In Memoriam

Pets
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Home Maintenance

‘SHE SORTS IT’ 
From Mess to Impress: 
Gardening, home cleaning, painting, declut-
ter, odd jobs, deceased estates. Creating 
Beautiful, Organised, Serene Spaces. Quali-
fied and experienced 
horticulturist. 
Ready to Present to market or event!
Contact Pippa Jackson Ph 027 747 7000

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395

95 Hectares, S/H2 
Mangatarata, Hauraki 
Plains. Good flat to 
rolling contour. Good 
facilities and water 
supply. Central raced. 
For further information
phone 027 279 4603 or 
027 250 9109.
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AT THE CHEESE BA

TEST RIDE AN EBIKE
WITH LUEN
4 Wainui Road
Matatoki

ARN

AN EB

SATURDAY 10 MAY, 10AM - 1PM
Test ride our range of ebikes in a safe environment with friend

ly tips.

After your test ride, roll our virtual die to win either $250, $50
0 or even $750 in free

accessories, redeemable upon purchase of a MeloYelo ebike. E
veryone’s a winner! T&Cs apply.

M
Y0607

Call or message Luen:

021 818 800 | coromandel@meloyelo.nz

Cheers to Change! 
We’ve Updated Our  
Local Alcohol Policy

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Council has confirmed changes to our 
Local Alcohol Policy. 
The key changes include:
• We have included a new discretionary 

condition which can, on a case-by-
case basis, be added to off-licence 
premises which removes the sale of 
high strength single serve alcohol. 
These changes and all others 
(excluding trading hours) come into 
force from 8 June 2025.

• Reduced maximum trading hours. 
These changes come into force from 8 
August 2025.

 � Off-licence (supermarkets/liquor 
stores) - 8:00am to 8:00pm

 � On-licence (restaurants/bars) and 
Club-licences (Sports clubs/social 
clubs)- 8:00am to 1:00am the 
following day.  
(This change was to align with a 
legislative change in the Sale and 
Supply of Alcohol Act 2012).

To see the full policy please head to our 
website www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Sat 10th May 8am-
1pm. Combined/
weather permitting
37 Shaw Ave, Paeroa

MOLD, Beverley Joy:
1939 – 2024. Passed away 1 
year ago. 

Your wings were ready but 
our hearts were not. 

Gone but not forgotten. Sadly 
missed by all the family.

Enrolment at Netherton School is 
governed by an enrolment scheme. 

Information and forms are 
available on the school website 

www.netherton.school.nz
Limited places for out of zone children 
are available for terms 3 & 4 of 2025.

Applications close midday 
Friday 16th May 2025 

and are to be emailed to 
brook.hill@netherton.school.nz

Thames ValleyThames Valley
Club RugbyClub Rugby

SENIOR B - R6 - May 10thPPPrrreeemmmiiieeerrr MMMeeennn - RRR666 - MMMaaayyy 111000ttthhh

Womens’ Competition - R2 - May 11th

The Lyons Den, Whitianga
2pm Kick Off

Waitakaruru INTL Stadium
2pm Kick Off

Kenny St, Waihi
2pm Kick Off

Boyd Park, Te Aroha
2pm Kick Off

The Lyons Den, Whitianga
12.25pm Kick Off

Waitakaruru INTL Stadium
12.25pm Kick Off

Kenny St, Waihi
12.25pm Kick Off

Boyd Park, Te Aroha
12.25pm Kick Off

Hayward Domain, Ngatea
2pm Kick Off

Hayward Domain, Ngatea
1pm Kick Off

The Lyons Den, Whitianga
1pm Kick Off

Every team plays 2 home & 2 away games after
the opening Super Round

Woolams Ave, Coromandel
1pm Kick Off

BYE
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Stage, 4 Soaked to the skin, 14 Tower, 15 Trait, 16 Best-seller, 17 Lunch, 19 Rot, 20 Toughen,
21 Wholesale, 22 Stored, 25 Saxophone, 27 Hasten, 28 Spirit, 33 Complacent, 35 Awl, 36 Tumult, 37
Snob, 39 Few, 41 Malaria, 42 Sorrow, 43 In a bad way, 44 Ahead, 45 Antennae, 50 By, 51 Thriller, 55
Inane, 58 Ferocious, 59 Repeat, 60 Snigger, 61 Eat, 63 Loam, 64 Asylum, 65 Hit, 66 Hospitable, 68 Pastry,
69 Strand, 71 Allergies, 76 Savour, 77 Irregular, 79 Surface, 81 Vat, 84 Trial, 85 Depression, 86 Flout, 87
Needy, 88 Between you and me, 89 Jetty.

DOWN: 2 Terror, 3 Going, 5 Open, 6 Kitchen, 7 Deeply, 8 Ogles, 9 Hurdles, 10 Sell, 11 Ignite, 12 Sword,
13 Protest, 14 Therapy, 18 Decoration, 23 Cheek, 24 Mermaid, 26 Appease, 27 Halfway, 29 Renewal,
30 Domain, 31 Hairy, 32 Bleach, 34 Trod, 36 Tweed, 38 Buyer, 40 Bali, 45 Awful, 46 Threats, 47 Nick, 48
Arouse, 49 Harem, 50 Berthed, 52 Running out, 53 Luggage, 54 Evenly, 55 Isolate, 56 Spite, 57 Rash,
62 Ashen, 67 Brevity, 68 Prevent, 70 Abridge, 72 Liaison, 73 Futile, 74 Bureau, 75 Acquit, 76 Strew, 78
Empty, 80 False, 82 Blow, 83 Form.

ACROSS
1 Discard (5)
4 Data processing
device (8)
9 Stress (6)
14 Board (5)
15 Person or thing
that one is extremely
pleased or relieved to
see (5,3,4,4)
17 Deadly (5)
18 Lubricate (3)
19 Atrocity (7)
20 Extremely loud (9)
21 Picturesque (6)
24 Female family head
(9)
25 Tree-lined street (6)
26 Horse house (6)
29 Salad sauce (10)
31 Anger (3)
32 Overpower (6)
33 Flower stalk (4)
35 Welding spark (3)
37 Cab (4)
39 Unwisely (9)
40 Declaration (9)
41 Planet (5)
42 Enhance (8)
47 Double-crossed (8)
51 Large blood vessel
(5)
55 Protect from harm
(9)
56 Wormlike pasta (9)
58 Block up (4)
59 Friend (3)
60 Cereal heads (4)
61 Farm implement (6)
62 Invite (3)

63 Easy task (6,4)
66 Slough (anag)(6)
67 Thoroughfare (6)
69 Pernicketiness (9)
72 Woven container (6)
73 Starched (9)
75 Organise (7)
77 Spoil (3)
80 Corpulent (5)
81 Author’s statement
of indebtedness to
others (16)
82 Prospector’s plot (5)
83 Red wine (6)
84 Concluding by
reasoning (8)
85 Begin (5)

DOWN
2 Very small dog (9)
3 Detest (5)
5 Yours and mine (4)
6 Trailblazer (7)
7 Shakespeare play
(7,5)
8 Synthetic fabric (5)
9 Lack (7)
10 Sleeve end (4)
11 Observe (6)
12 Chaos (5)
13 Horizon (7)
14 Ten laps (anag)(7)
16 In the peak of health
(8,3)
22 Sexual drive (6)
23 Litter (7)
24 Berth (7)
25 Sailor’s response
(3,3)
27 Electric cell (7)

28 Change genetically
(6)
30 Long heroic poem
(4)
32 Gain points (5)
34 Muffled (5)
36 Expensive (4)
38 Unreturnable serve
(3)
42 Hurriedness (5)
43 Conflagration (7)
44 Enormous (4)
45 Make possible (6)
46 Lined chart (5)
48 Severe questioning
(5,6)
49 Receives (7)
50 Self-image (3)
51 Alters (7)
52 At an angle (6)
53 Very remote place
(4,2,6)
54 Fashionable (4)
57 Petty details (6)
64 Reptile (9)
65 Fruit flower (7)
66 Contort the face (7)
68 Contestant (7)
70 Varnish resin (7)
71 Expose (6)
72 Wide (5)
74 Counterfeited (5)
76 Representative (5)
78 Back end (4)
79 Biblical garden (4)

 SUDOKU               199

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                219
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bayleys.co.nz

Kaiaua 16MylindasRoad

1,392sqm 3 2
AskingPrice $969,000
View 1.30-2pmSun 18May
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

CoastalLuxury -Pricedropto$969,000!
Seize this rarechance toownabrand-newelevatedhome in tranquilKaiauawithpanoramicseaviews, luxury finishes,
andupto$21,000/year in rental income.Designedabovenewcouncil heights forpeaceofmind, it featuresagourmet
kitchen,40sqmsundeck, smart security, anda largesection.Enjoy low-maintenance living, ideal for retireesor
investors.Withhigh rentaldemand, it's ready forAirbnborBachcare. Just$969,000—steps fromkayaking, fishing,
and localeateries,witheasyaccess toAuckland.Don’tmissout—scheduleyourprivateviewingtoday!

bayleys.co.nz/26300014

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Netherton 206BAwaitiRoad

3 1 1 1
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
10am,Thu5Jun2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11-11.30amSun 11May&Sun 18May
orbyappointment
KarlDavis0274964633
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Asmart start –Convenienceandcountry
Thischarmingbrickhomesitson 1.98ha(moreor less)of flatcontoured land,offeringcomfortand lifestyle.With three
bedrooms,amodernkitchen,open-plan living, andsunnyoutdoordecking, thishome is ideal for functional living.The
master featuresexternal accessandanensuite,while theadditionalbedroomsshare themainbathroom.Practical
amenities includean internal-accessgarage, laundrynook,andextrastorage.Conveniently locatednear schools,
towns, andrecreationspots, thisproperty isperfect for thoseseekingspaceandtranquility.

Adependablehomeorsmart investment -Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2630062
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Whitianga 17TheEsplanade

1,088sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu22May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
BelindaSammons0272727728
belinda.sammons@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Front row, future-ready
• Blankcanvasoffersoptions.
• Waterfrontzoningallows formixed-usedevelopment.
• Holdorbuild thechoice isyours.

AprimesliceofWhitianga's tightlyheldwaterfront isnowavailable tovisionary landbankers,developers,orowner-
occupiers.Positioneddirectlyacross fromthebeachwithuninterruptedviewsoverMercuryBay, this 1,088sqm(more
or less) flat freeholdsectionoffersoneof the town’s rarestmixed-usezonedopportunities.

Buildnoworhold for the future, this isaonce-in-a-generationchance to invest inastandoutcoastalposition.

bayleys.co.nz/2201832

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Whitianga 58KupeDrive

986sqm 322sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu22May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Educated investmentchoice
• Reliable tenant returning$91.950pa+GSTandoutgoings
• Purposebuilt in2008toahighstandard
• Onetenantensureseaseof investment

The two-storeybuildingsitsona986sqm(moreor less) freeholdsitewithexcellentvisibility,dual access, and
proximity to the towncentre.Witha reliable tenant inplace, a strong leasestructure, anda future-facing location, this
propertyoffers investorsasolid incomestreaminanassetclass seldombrought tomarket.Opportunitiesof this
natureare rare inWhitianga—secureyourposition in thishigh-growthcoastal setting.

bayleys.co.nz/2201770
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

Te Ariki Berryman and former Tall Blacks legend Byron Vaetoe.                Photos: SUPPLIED/MIKE HILL

Waihī Beach abuzz
Brighton Reserve, Waihī Beach was 

abuzz with basketball fans of all ages 
on April 12 for the second annual Parafed 
Bay of Plenty (BOP) basketball and Sport 
whānau fun day. 

Organised by Parafed BOP, the event 
aimed to encourage kids and teenagers of 
all abilities to give basketball a go, and im-
prove their skills through playing games 
and joining group drills. 

Tauranga City Basketball Association 
Senior development officer Chelseah Sav-
age attended and teamed up with former 
Tall Black Byron Vaetoe from Basketball 
NZ and Wayne Chase from the NZ Rollers 
Blacks basketball team to run drills and 
play in some scrimages with the attendees. 

Representatives and players from Spe-
cial Olympics Tauranga and the NZ Men’s 
Whaikaha team, including ex-Waihī Col-
lege student Todd Maitland and his mum 
Tina, who is also Whaikaha assistant 

coach, made a special trip out to be part 
of the event. Northern Districts Cricket 
association coaches also hosted games of 
cricket on the reserve, in between basket-
ball games. 

Suzanne Morrison, of Parafed BOP, said 
the day was incredible.
“We had all these talented sports people of 
all abilities, playing together and teaching 
the tamariki tips and tricks on the court,” 
she said.

The Parafed BOP event was supported 
by Tauranga City Basketball Association, 
Basketball NZ and NZ Whaikaha, Tau-
ranga Special Olympics team, Northern 
District Cricket Association, Live Well 
Waihī Beach and Western Bay of Plenty 
District Council. 
DETAILS: To try Wheelchair Basketball can 
head to the Festival of Disability Sport at 
Mercury BayPark Arena, Tauranga, on May 
10 at midday for a community game.

Parafed Coachforce Volunteer Anna Hardie teaches tips and tricks, left, while people of all ages join in the fun and have a good day for all at Brighton Reserve, Waihī Beach.


