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Lest we 
forget

Paeroa’s Anzac Day dawn service 
saw a large crowd gather on 

Primrose Hill on Friday, as 
commemorations were 

held throughout Hauraki-
Coromandel to remember 

those who gave their lives 
for their country.

MORE PHOTOS: P6-7

The flag is lowered for The Last Post at the Primrose Hill 
memorial on Anzac Day. Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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Thames Tides
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

For total protection in anyweather, year after year,
turn toWattyl Solagard.Wattyl Solagardhasbeen
providing exterior paint protection for decades,

ensuringNewZealandhomes lookbetter for longer.
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Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Hauraki Taxa-
tion ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town
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Skipper escapes unharmed after boat fire
A skipper escaped unharmed after his 

13-metre aluminium boat caught 
fire and later sank near Centre Island in 
Mercury Bay last week. 

Waikato Regional Council said the 
sole person onboard was rescued by a 
passing vessel and was uninjured.

A regional council harbourmaster ves-
sel was deployed with three maritime 
officers on board, arriving at the scene 
about 3pm on April 22 and setting up an 
exclusion zone to keep the public at bay.

The damaged boat had holes in the 
side of the hull but remained afloat at 
that time.

Deputy Regional Harbourmaster 

Hayden Coburn said the officers spoke 
to the skipper, who didn’t require medi-
cal attention.

“The intensity of the fire would sug-
gest the majority of the 300 litres of fuel 
on board at the time is likely to have 
burned off, with little to no fuel remain-
ing. 

“We’ll be monitoring any environ-
mental effects from residual diesel and 
navigation safety risk from debris,” he 
said.

“The skipper has been in touch with 
his insurer and will be working with 
them to arrange salvage of his vessel.”

At the second deployment that even-

ing, the hull was noted to be taking on 
water and the vessel was listing. The 
vessel sank overnight and Maritime Of-
ficers tried to relocate the wreck the fol-
lowing morning but were unsuccessful. 

It’s estimated to have sunk to a depth 
of around 80-90 metres.

“We are interviewing the skipper and 
working with Maritime NZ as well as lo-
cal Iwi and Coastguard,” council said.

“It’s unknown how the fire in the en-
gine bay started, with the skipper dis-
covering flames and deploying a life 
raft before being picked up by nearby 
recreational fishers who saw the smoke 
about 2.30pm.”

The skipper of a 13-metre aluminium boat was able to escape after it caught fire in Mercury Bay.       Photos: SUPPLIED/WRC
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through the past year with the 
help of my youth worker Car-
olyn Walker, who would push 
me into anything that had to 
do with crochet.”

That drive has led Dwayne 
to pursue a business he calls 
Te Waihanga Crochet.

“It means ‘creative crochet’ 
but depends on how you use 
it,” he explained. 

“The things I am offering 
are crochet Māori-designed 
scarves… and [I’m] hoping 
that I can expand the business 
to other things in the near 
future.”

Dwayne also credited his 
former school Paeroa College 
in helping him build up con-
fidence and skills to turn his 
passion into a business.

“And having amazing teach-
ers and youth workers that 
were able to support and en-
courage me,” he said. 

“School was the foundation 
that helped me believe this 
could be.

“What’s next is growing my 
business and getting more 
ideas about what I can even 
add to my business, such as 
other things during the sum-
mer months as well. 

“[Also] getting my level 3s 
and University Entrance to go 
off and study.”

Culture, craft combine in crochet calling
A Paeroa teen who has built 

confidence through cro-
chet is now blending culture 
with craft as he prepares to 
launch his own business.

For four years, Dwayne 
Anania, 18, has been using 
crochet as a way to curb bore-
dom, but with an award under 
his belt and a push of support, 
he is almost ready to share 
his finished products with the 
world.

Dwayne was introduced to 
crochet through friends after 
taking up a sewing class.

“It was the most confus-
ing and hardest thing to ever 
start,” he said. 

“I had made a crochet scarf 
just for practice and honestly 
had no intention in continu-
ing with crochet at all.”

However, one day he decid-
ed to pick up a crochet hook 
and watch videos on how to 
make a variety of items.

Ever since then, he said, it 
became his whole life. 

“The reason I love it so 
much is mainly because it’s 
the most relaxing thing ever 
and it helps - not just myself - 
but anyone to cure their bore-
dom,” he said.

In 2024, he entered the Art 
Waikino Exhibition with one 
of his projects and won the 
Young Star Award, selling his 

work the following day.
“Ever since that happened, 

it made me think about all the 
things that I had been missing 

out on because confidence was 
holding me back, but I did it 
anyway and it was honestly 
not what I was expecting. 

“You never know how things 
will turn out until you actually 
do it,” he said.

“[My confidence] has grown 

Dwayne Anania, 18, is turning his passion for crochet into a business.                        Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
48 Poland Street, Waikino 5 2 2 4

eves.co.nz/ewa19510

Big Family? No Worries!
Set on a generous 1821sqm (approx.) section and
offering exceptional privacy, this beautifully renovated
and reclad five-bedroom home delivers the perfect
blend of modern comfort and semi-rural tranquillity.
Contact Brooke Edwards for more info.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Open Home

Waihi
14A Kenny Street 3 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19869

The Cottage Dream
A delightful character cottage right in the heart of
central Waihi. This charming three-bedroom beauty has
been enhanced with fresh new interior featuring a new
kitchen, with plenty of built-in storage. New bathroom,
new laundry and new flooring. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $685,000
View 11.30am-12pm Sun 4 May
or by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
18 Connell Street

eves.co.nz/ehvc19984

Industrial Land
This 4165sqm (more or less) vacant commercial site is
well positioned, offering wide road frontage and
accessibility. Located in Waihi’s main commercial
precinct, bring your vision, an excellent opportunity
exists to establish or expand your business.

Auction Thurs 15 May, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Waihi
16 Savage Road 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19992

She’s Rough – But Oh, the Possibilities!
Calling all keen renovators and hands-on buyers –
here’s your chance to take on a rewarding project with
serious potential! Set on a generous 911sqm (approx.)
section, this three-bedroom home is ready for a full
makeover. Call Brooke Edwards for more info.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Tues 6 May (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
130 Kensington Road 4 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19945

Family Home with Rural Outlook
A great family home is set on a generous 1,765 sqm
(approx.) site, offering space, and privacy. All in a prime
location with spacious living including both a fireplace
and heat pump. Master bedroom with ensuite. Plus a
single garage/workshop.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Mon 5 May (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
17 Buller Street 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa17570

Spacious Family Entertainer
Fabulous family home with plenty of space to entertain.
Sitting on 2056 sqm (approx.) of land, this property is
tailored for those who love to spend time with family
and friends. Spacious living, dining and kitchen with a
fireplace and heatpump.

Asking Price $950,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
96B Waitete Road North

eves.co.nz/ewa19516

Price Off Bring Offers!
Motivated vendor wants action. This 2-hectare (more or
less) lifestyle block is off-grid. Private and in an elevated
position with expansive views over Waihi township.
Cabin on site. Tank water, no power. Bring your vision
and create your dream.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

We make owning a rental
property simple and rewarding.

Talk to us today!

EVES Waihi
07 863 1118 waihi@eves.co.nz

Enjoy peace of mind
with EVES Property

Management

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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UP TO

18 months interest free
A N Z A C D A YA N Z A C D A Y

B I G S A L EB I G S A L E *

* T’s & C’s applied via Gem Visa, Finance Now and Q card

in
Thames-Coromandel
& Hauraki region.

much bigger in the darkness. 
Surround sound and a digital 
projector do a superb job of 
providing the big-screen senso-
ry experience one expects from 
a movie. 

My companions are riveted to 
the screen for the next hour and 
a half, and the unconventional 
seating even allows for easy 
cuddles during the scary bits. 

When the lights come up, 
it’s time for a quick visit to the 
bathrooms before we brave the 
rain lashing the street outside. 
The cubicles are tidy and well-
equipped - easily accessible for 
families or those with mobility 
issues. 

We wave goodbye to David 
as we leave - it didn’t take long 
for the foyer to empty, and now 
he’s getting ready for the next 
screening. He’s working on hir-
ing staff to help with the load, 
he says. 

“Things should settle down 
soon… I’m now able to employ 
a couple of people part time, 
which makes it more sustain-
able on the human front too,” 
he says. 

“I’m very much more confi-
dent that the cinema is sustain-
able and here to stay.”

Overall it’s a successful trip, 
my pint-sized pals assure me. 
While it’s no luxury big-box 
theatre experience, it doesn’t 
need to be. It’s friendly, cozy, 
quirky, and decidedly Thames 
- a great way to spend a couple 
of hours. 

Movie magic alive and well in Thames
Quarter to one on Wednes-

day afternoon, and the line 
for movie tickets is out the door. 

It’s the school holidays, 
and the Left Bank Theatre 
in Thames is doing a roaring 
trade. The next showing of Dog 
Man is at 1pm; all the tickets 
are sold out, and proprietor Da-
vid Mullholland is behind the 
counter looking frazzled but 
cheerful. 

“There’s a lot more behind-
the-scenes work than I antici-
pated,” David tells me. 

“But it’s panning out better 
than I’d hoped. I never antici-
pated it would be so popular.” 

This is my first visit to the tiny 
boutique theatre since it opened 
its doors in August, 2024; back 
then David was nervous about 
whether Thames could support 
a cinema.

“I’m still learning what 
Thames likes and dislikes in 
terms of movies,” he says now, 
noting the forecasted demand 
for morning screenings never 
seemed to eventuate. 

“I’ve changed tack significant-
ly this year though. I thought I’d 
curate an interesting mix of old-
er and newer stuff… But nearly 
every movie I’m showing now is 
brand new.”

The change in strategy has 
seen audience numbers sky-
rocket, David says. Since Au-
gust he’s had more than 500 
showings, and more than 7000 
people have passed through the 
doors - most of them since he 

made the switch to new releases. 
“I got a significantly lower av-

erage number of attendees last 
year before I understood the 
importance of getting new mov-
ies,” he says. 

“People read about them in 
The Listener, see them on TV, 
and it piques their interest and 
makes them want to come.” 

Back in the theatre, I herd 
my entourage of children down 
the hot-pink hallway to find our 

seats: a comfortable armchair 
and a two-seater sofa in the sec-
ond-to-last row. 

The other 25 seats fill up fast. 
There is no assigned seating as 
such, but when sessions are full 
David does his best to ensure 
larger groups can be seated 
together. It’s helpful if people 
book online, he tells me - pop-
ular movies sell out fast, and 
email or phone bookings can 
only be processed when he’s on 

the premises. 
Mostly, it feels pretty similar 

to a typical movie experience 
- we’ve even got some popcorn 
to munch on, though it’s served 
in a metal bowl rather than a 
takeaway box. The vibe is cozy 
and relaxed, and although the 
room is small, it stops just short 
of feeling cramped. 

Once the lights go down 
though, I forget about the room. 
The 3.3-metre wide screen feels 

David Mullholland says his first eight months of business have been a runaway success.           Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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OPENADOPTION.ORG.NZSponsored by Open Adoption: The Gift of Love

My husband and
I have raised two
children through open
adoption. Because of
open adoption, both
children have grown up
with strong connections

to their biological
families. Placing their
babies for adoption
allowed their mothers
to mature without the
heavy responsibilities of
solo parenting. Today,

both women are in
stable relationships
and have had other
children, while the
biological fathers have
also gone on to create
families. SK

I was adopted at birth by loving
Christian parents who gave me a
second chance at life. My birth mother
could have chosen abortion, but instead,
she chose life. For that, I am eternally
grateful. Adoption is a life-affirming

alternative to abortion, offering children
the chance to be raised in loving homes
rather than being denied their right
to live. Every unborn child deserves
theopportunity to fulfill their potential,
just as I was given mine. AC

Falling Birthrates
essay competition

The latest Essay Competition
sponsored by Open Adoption on
the Falling Birthrates in NZ and the
world generated scores of brilliant

essays from many perspectives. The
winning essays can be read on open
adoption.org.nz, but here are some
snippets of the various insights:world gene

The power is in our hands to ensure we
do not reap another lost generation in the
next 25 years. Moreover, it is in the hands
of the medical fraternity to support the
young mother in crisis by promoting the
long-term advantages of open adoption
over quick-fix abortion, which most often

has consequences both mentally and
physically.
She who chooses life, including open
adoption, always reaps a free conscience.
She who chooses death is always haunted
through the passage of time by what
could have been. LW

The essay question was: Alarm is rising about falling birthrates in New Zealand and
throughout most of the world. With 57,006 births¹, an abortion death toll of 16,277
(in 2023) and rising, and only three non-kin adoptions in 2024², what are the long-

term implications and possible solutions for New Zealand?
¹In the year ending June 2024. ²Oranga Tamariki.

Some choices end a story. Others
write a new one. A story where a
woman who cannot raise her child
still gets to love them is one worth

telling. A story where a child grows
up knowing they were wanted, not
just by one family but by two - is a
story worth creating. BC

Many take part in the Thames Anzac parade down Pollen St.                    Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

Thames High School students join the Thames Anzac parade. St Francis School students take part.

Remembering 
the fallen
Anzac Day commemorations took place throughout Hauraki-
Coromandel on Friday, April 25, with parades and dawn and 
civic services being held.               MORE PHOTOS: P7

Holding the flag at the Kerepēhi dawn service.       Photo: TERRY KING

The march to the Kerepēhi dawn service was well attended.  Photo: TERRY KING

Children carry a wreath. 
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Violence against women only occurs in

specific groups.

It occurs across all aspects of society

regardless of race, religious beliefs, sexual

orientation, education levels, occupation

or community position.

Hauraki Family Violence
Intervention Network
Mon to Fri 8am to 3pm

027-3726332
sally@hfvin.co.nz

MISCONCEPTION

REALITY

TTTe Whāriki Manawāhine O
Hauraki

0800-868-3132 ( 24 /7 Free)
Shine helpline

0508744633 (24/7 Free)
2shine.org.nz

SUPPORT
If anyone is in immediate danger Ring 111

The Kerepēhi Brass Band prepares for the service at Primrose Hill.                  Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Members of the public pay their respects after the service. A lone soldier stands guard. 

Primrose Hill 
commemorations
Paeroa’s Anzac Day dawn service saw a large crowd gather on 
Primrose Hill on April 25, as commemorations were held to 
remember those who gave their lives for their country. ALICE 
PARMINTER captured the occasion.

Jordana Rae leads God Save the King with the Kerepēhi Brass Band.

Bagpipes ring out as dawn breaks. The Cenotaph. 
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Thames Music And Drama
presents

17-24 May
Thames Civic Centre

Tickets from www.thamesmad.co
or Thames info Centre

Based on the Paramount movie written by Mike White Book by Julia
Lyrics by Glenn Slater · Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ORiGiN™ THEATRICAL
ON BEHALF OF THE REALLY USEFUL GROUP LIMITED

presents

17 24 May

mad.co
e
an Fellowes ·
r

Mrs Harris Goes to Paris (116 mins) PG. Comedy. The enchanting tale of a seemingly ordinary British
housekeeper whose dream to own a Christian Dior gown takes her on an extraordinary adventure to Paris.
Small Things Like These (98 mins) M. In 1985 devoted father Bill Furlong discovers disturbing
secrets kept by the local convent and uncovers shocking truths of his own.
Tinā (125 mins) M. Story of a Samoan teacher, who struggling after the death of her daughter in the
Christchurch earthquakes, reluctantly takes on the role of substitute teacher at a wealthy private school.
The Correspondent (119 mins) M. A gripping thriller and a compelling true story. While covering
the news desk in Cairo, an Australian journalist is arrested and accused of terrorism.
Andre Rieu: 75th Birthday Celebration (128 mins) TBC. The King of Waltz invites you to a boat party
with him and his beloved orchestra as they sail through his hometown of Maastricht. This brand-new cinema
special is a tribute to André’s childhood dream of one day forming his own orchestra and travelling the world.
The Penguin Lessons (111 mins) M. Starring Oscar nominee Steve Coogan, this poignant dramedy follows
a man’s personal & political awakening after he adopts a penguin during a cataclysmic period in Argentina.
A Minecraft Movie (101 mins) PG. Garrett, Henry, Natalie and Dawn are struggling with ordinary problems
when they’re suddenly pulled through a mysterious portal into the Overworld: a bizarre, cubic wonderland.
Dog Man (95 mins) G. When a faithful police dog and his police officer owner are injured together on
the job, a harebrained but life-saving surgery fuses the two of them together and Dog Man is born.

Movies from Thursday 1 May to Wednesday 7 May
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Beach life inspires shell art
Karin Lillis, aka “Pipili-

cious”, is the featured art-
ist at the Thames Art Gallery 
for May. 

Originally from England, 
Karin and her family migrated 
to Fiji and it was there that she 
began her schooling. 

The weekends and holidays 
were spent sailing to the many 
local islands and snorkeling 
around the mainland beaches 
with her family. It was this 
idyllic lifestyle that led Karin 
to her absolute love of beach-
life and shells and her shell 
art. 

A few years later Karin’s 
father was assigned work in 
New Zealand, but during their 
time in the Islands they col-
lected many beautiful shells 
and brought them with them 
to their new home. The taking 
of shells was permitted in that 
time but not now. Karin treas-
ures those shells to this day. 

Karin’s love of the beach and 
coast saw her living on the Co-
romandel eastern beaches for 
many years and she now calls 
the Thames Coast home. 

She has collected shells for 
many years and 15 years ago 
Karin started making her 
“Heavenly Hearts” from the 
strongest remains of the Os-
trich Foot/Takai shells, or ring 
shells, which most of us are 
familiar with. 

To achieve this she tied each 
shell to the heart frame, indi-
vidually. Following on from 
this came the “Squiggle Balls” 

Karin Lillis with her shell art.                       Photo: SUPPLIED
made from broken shells of the 
Takai. Over time, Karin has 
progressed, adding designs in 
shadow box frames. 

All the shells used are col-
lected by Karin, which she 
washes, bleaches and polishes 
before placing them in a de-
sign. She says all her projects 
are fun to make and she enjoys 

seeing how much others love 
and appreciate her artistry as 
much as she does. 

It gives her so much happi-
ness to be able to use the shells 
she loves to collect. 
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 
Tararu Rd, Thames. Open Mon-
day to Friday 10am-2pm, week-
ends 10am-4pm.

Mother’s Day Barbershop
Thames Music Group is of-

fering its third Sunday af-
ternoon concert of 2025 on 
Mother’s Day. 

On Sunday, May 11, Mighty 
River Harmony will return to 
the stage at St George’s Church 
in Thames.

Mighty River Harmony is an 
A cappella chorus of around 30 
men, mostly from the Waikato, 
who sing four-part harmony in 
the barbershop style. 

Their aim is to inspire and 
entertain people through qual-
ity singing, enjoyment and per-
formance of barbershop har-
mony.

Last year, the Chorus won 
the Gold medal in Barbershop 
Harmony New Zealand compe-
titions, making them the num-
ber one men’s chorus in New 
Zealand. 

This year they are not hold-
ing back. Their ambition is to 

improve further and attain this 
accolade again.

The Chorus and some of its 
quartets perform regularly at 
both private and public func-
tions. Mighty River Harmony 
last performed for Thames 
Music Group in August, 2023, 
when they attracted a large au-
dience.

For the May 11 concert, 
Mighty River Harmony will 
present a range of songs, old 
and modern, including two that 
they will perform on stage at 
this year’s barbershop singers’ 
convention.
DETAILS: Thames Music Group’s 
Sunday Concert series presents 
Mighty River Harmony, Sunday, 
May 11, 2pm, at St George’s 
Church, Mackay St, Thames. Tick-
ets: $20 adult, $15 TMG member, 
Free entry under 18 years. Con-
tact: thamesmusicgroup@yahoo.
co.nz. 

ENTERTAINMENT

Mighty River Harmony will perform at St George’s Church in Thames 
on Mother’s Day.               Photo: SUPPLIED
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Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Prefer to be in the
adult learning
environment?

We have youth guarantee
programmes in our tertiary

education centre and
Polytech level courses.
Come along and see us

Woolgrowers reassured artificial fibre not a threat

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

New Zealand woolgrowers, 
including those at Thames, 

were encouraged not to fear com-
petition from synthetic fibre. 

Although other countries were 
trying to limit manufacture of 
their own natural resources and 
might be forced to go clad in cloth 
made from wood-pulp or extract 
of milk, wool would always be 
necessary to the remainder of 
mankind. 

The manufacture of artificial fi-
bre only interfered with the wool-
len trade in countries where the 
use of wool was restricted, as in 
Germany, Italy and Japan. 

Nobody in his right senses 
would ever want to wear a suit 
made from fabric woven from 
synthetic fibre. It would lack the 
durability and elasticity of natu-
ral wool and would bag at the el-
bows and knees and stretch out of 
shape.

For underwear and suits it could 
not possibly rival wool. Rayon 
yarn was no substitute, being in-
elastic and needing to be blended 
with a tremendously heavy per-
centage of wool before it began to 

Bales of wool are loaded to a dinghy, then on to a small coastal vessel on the Thames Coast for delivery to Auckland.   

Vintage Valley News

gain any of the qualities of woollen 
cloth. In Germany, artificial fibre 
cloth, called zellwolle, was being 
widely thrust upon the people as a 
substitute for woollen cloth. In It-
aly, artificial fibre was made from 
casein, the basic matter of cheese 
extracted from ordinary milk.

Meanwhile at Waihī, pensioners 
had approached Thames MP Mr 
Thorn complaining of their hous-
ing conditions, and asking wheth-
er it would be possible to have pen-
sioners’ houses built in the town. 

Housing at Waihī was in a large 
number of cases as bad as could 
be. The total number of pension-
ers in Waihī, including miners, 
was 465. 

Mr Thorn could not understand 
why nothing had been done to 
construct houses for them. 

Pensioner housing was also 
needed in Thames and Coro-

mandel. In the Thames Borough, 
650 pensioners drew pensions, 
and Coromandel headed the list of 
towns in New Zealand in respect 
of the proportion of pensioners to 
population, Thames coming in 
second. In both places many pen-
sioners lived in houses that were 
thoroughly unsatisfactory. 

Mr Thorn wrote to the Minister 
of Housing” “I trust that you will 
give this your attention. You will 
earn the gratitude of many neces-
sitous people if you can solve this 
problem”.

In the Karangahake Gorge, 
six employees of the Ohinemuri 
County Council were injured when 
bags containing sodium chlorate 
on a lorry conveying them home 
from work burst into flames with 
startling suddenness, spreading 
rapidly over the lorry.

The men had been engaged in 

ragwort extermination, utilising 
a mixture of sodium chlorate and 
lime. 

The lorry was just nearing the 
blacksmith’s shop in Karanga-
hake Gorge when, without the 
slightest warning, the flames burst 
out near the tailboard and swept 
through the bags and tarpaulin 
covering the floor of the truck.

They shot into the air higher 
than the cab, and before the driver 
could stop the men had jumped or 
rolled off to escape the fierce heat.

The burning truck was brought 
to a standstill and the flames put 
out with sand, the only damage be-
ing charred woodwork. 

The only explanation was that 
the swinging of the tailboard set 
up sufficient friction to ignite the 
small amount of sodium chlorate 
remaining in the empty bags on 
the floor of the truck.

1938

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. Was cartoon character Bart Simp-
son’s name chosen because a) it 
is an anagram of brat, or b) it was 
the name of a school bully at The 
Simpsons creator Matt Groening’s 
school?
2. Which politician is older - Donald 
Trump or Winston Peters?
3. In the United Kingdom’s domes-
tic counterintelligence and security 
agency MI5, what does MI stand for?
4. Which Australian best-selling au-
thor claims to have murdered 19 
people and is best known for his 
handlebar moustache?
5. House of the Dragon is a prequel 
to which series? a) Game of Thrones, 
b) Ragnarok or c) Shadow and Bone?
6. True or False: Lucy Lawless chose 
her surname from a 1989 novel by 
Nora Roberts?
7. Which of the following was NOT 
taxed in the 18th Century? a) beards, 
b) bricks, c) ducks, or d) windows?
8. Which island of Indonesia current-
ly has the highest numbers of tourist 
visits per year? a) Bali, b) Java, or c) 
Sumatra?
9. How many extinct or dormant vol-
canoes are known within the Auck-
land region? a) 23, b) 53, or c) 103?
10. The current flag of Germany 
contains the colours black, red, and 
which other colour?

ANSWERS: 1. a) It is an anagram of Brat. 
Matt considered using his own name 
‘Matt’, but ultimately decided against it; 2. 
Winston Peters. Donald Trump is 78 years 
old, while Winston Peters turned 80 earlier 
this month; 3. Military intelligence; 4. Mark 
‘Chopper’ Read; 5. a) Game of Thrones; 6. 
False. She was born Lucy Ryan, but became 
Lucy Lawless when she married Garth 
Lawless in 1988, taking his surname; 7. c) 
Ducks; 8. a) Bali; 9. b) 53; 10. Yellow.
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Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
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A men’s wellbeing summit tak-
ing place in Coromandel next 

month aims to confront what or-
ganisers are calling a “health ca-
tastrophe” among New Zealand 
males.

The summit aims to blend “in-
digenous wisdom with evidence-
based practices, including rongoa 
[Māori herbal medicine], cold 
water immersion, and forest ther-
apy”, event organiser Carl Muir 
said, and will be held from May 
22-24.

“We’re facing a health catas-
trophe in New Zealand. Heart 
disease, mental health struggles, 
cancer, obesity, diabetes, and sui-
cide are decimating our men. We 
are losing Tāne - good men with 
wisdom; brothers, fathers, sons - 
far too early. It’s time for honest 
conversations about why this is 
happening and how we can turn 
the tide.”

Carl, a Tairua-based fisherman 
and diver, said his passion for 
men’s wellbeing has led his work 
for the last five years. 

He has hosted on-and-offshore 
habitat retreats for men to”’lift 
the lid” on their health issues, 
including suicide, recovery after 
heart attack, addictions, work 
place bullying, or trauma induced 
through significant global events.

The summit - at Opoutere 
Beach - will bring together a team 
of leaders with lived experience, 
and will “move beyond traditional 

healthcare settings”, Carl said.
“Most of us leading this gather-

ing have chosen to take our work 
into Te Taiao - into nature - away 
from clinical settings,” he said.

“We’re creating transformation 
in the moana, among the surf and 
sand dunes, in the ngahere, along 
the awa, under the stars and 
around the fire. Certain conversa-
tions can only truly unfold in the 
presence of other men in these 
sacred spaces.”

Carl said the summit was de-
signed for: men aged 20 and 
above passionate about personal 
development and proven natural 
wellbeing methods - fathers seek-
ing stronger relationships with 
their sons; employers responsi-
ble for men’s wellbeing; health-
care professionals; educators, 
principals, and coaches; men in 
community service, public ser-
vice, and conservation; and those 
working in construction, agricul-
ture, manufacturing, policy, and 
forestry.

Participants required moderate 
physical fitness, water confidence, 
mental fortitude, and openness 
to spiritual exploration, he said, 
while pre-event coaching would 
be available for those needing 
support with fitness preparation.
DETAILS: Men’s Wellbeing Summit, 
Opoutere Beach, Coromandel, from 
Thursday, May 22 to Saturday, May 
24. Tickets via theprovider.co.nz/
mens-wellbeing-summit

Men’s wellbeing 
summit to tackle 
‘health catastrophe’

School children had a variety of 
activities on offer to keep them 
busy over the school holidays, 
and the free activities at the 
region’s public libraries were a 
popular choice on rainy days. 

At the Paeroa and Waihī li-

braries, sessions were held 
on different days for activities 
such as zine making, Lego, 
Playstation and board game 
sessions. 

In Tairua, Thames and Whi-
tianga, the library activities 
included Easter and Anzac-
themed crafts like making 

Easter baskets and headbands, 
felt poppies and peg soldiers. 

The School of Mines also 
hosted school holiday activities 
for a small koha, with craft pro-
jects inspired by nature. 

Free activities provide school holiday fun
Kids at Paeroa Library make their own scrapbook-like zines.                                   Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
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SPORTS

Netherton School’s Mia Schulte, year 8, zips past Te Kauwhata College.        Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Netherton’s Jesse Thompson, year 5, makes a run past Te Puru School players.

Year 7 and 8 Hikutaia Honeys v Waihī

Waihī chases a Te Kauwhata player.

Rippa of a day
It was a ripper of a day at 

Hugh Hayward Domain 
in Ngatea on April 9 for the 
Thames Valley Primary School 
Rippa Rugby Finals. 

Hosted by the Thames Valley 
Rugby Union, school kids from 
all across the Thames Valley 
showed up in full force ready to 
play with heart, have some fun 
and support their fellow school 
students and team mates. 

Even the referees were stu-
dents from Hauraki Plains Col-
lege. 

The champions for year five 
and six girls were Netherton 
Nuggets, followed by Waihī 
Beach Manawa in second place. 

The year five and six boys 
champions were Waihī Beach 
Mako, followed by Netherton 
Ninjas in second place, while 
the year seven and eight girls 
champions were Hikutaia Hon-
eys followed by Te Kauwhata 
No Way Ref in second place. 

And the winners of the year 
seven and eight boys were 
Waihī College Cheetahs fol-
lowed by Pārāwai Panthers in 
second place.

Hikutaia School’s Nehemiah Bennett, 10, runs for the try line.

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, April 29, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Thames ValleyThames Valley
Club RugbyClub Rugby
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Womens’ Competition - R1 - May 4th

Waitakaruru INTL Stadium
2pm Kick Off

The Lyons Den, Whitianga
2pm Kick Off

Boyd Park, Te Aroha
2pm Kick Off

Rhodes Park, Thames
2pm Kick Off

Cory Park Domain Tairua
2pm Kick Off

The Lyons Den, Whitianga
12.35pm Kick Off

Boyd Park, Te Aroha
12.35pm Kick Off

Rhodes Park, Thames
12.35pm Kick Off

Hayward Domain, Ngatea
2.pm Kick Off

Hayward Domain, Ngatea
1pm Kick Off

Hayward Domain, Ngatea
1pm Kick Off

Every team plays 2 home & 2 away games after
the opening Super Round

Hayward Domain, Ngatea
1pm Kick Off

BYE

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

SPORTS

Lyn Robertson and Sheryl Mc-
Connell of Thames have become 
a formidable croquet pair. Last 
month they won the Thames Cro-
quet Cockburn Mercer Cup, an 
annual best of three games, dou-
bles handicap competition. Play 
was intense with all matches lead-
ing up to the semifinals going to 
three games and with two games 
in each instance going to tiebreak-
ers. The semi-finals, against An-
nie Adams and Dawn Finch, was 
also extremely close and exciting 
to watch, the final score being 7-5 
and 7-6 to Lyn and Sheryl.

On April Fool’s Day, the Thames 
Croquet Club held its last tourna-
ment of the season, attracting 
players from as far away as Auck-
land’s Mt Albert, Point Chevalier 
and Papakura, and closer to home: 
Te Aroha, Paeroa, Whangamatā, 
with four pairs from Thames com-
pleting the draw. Winning four of 
their five games, Lyn Robertson 
and Sheryl McConnell were clear 
winners of Division One. Run-
ners-Up were Kevin and Irene 
Waterson from Paeroa.

In the Second Division, play 
was close with three pairs winning 
three games each, which meant 
the numbers of hoops won in each 
game was critical and the decid-
ing factor for placements. The 
winners were Cynthia Bates and 
Cosmica Oosting from Te Aroha 
and Runners up were Sharon 
Walker from Mt Albert playing 
with Heather Goddard from Point 
Chevalier. 

After a sumptuous afternoon 

TOP: Cynthia Bates and Cosmica Oosting, 
of Te Aroha, winners of the Second Division 

April Fools tournament with tournament 
manager Dennis Karl, handicapper Sue Karl.

ABOVE: Ring-ins, Graham Woodward and 
Judy Barkley play in their first tournament 
against Maggie McEwing and Hilary Taylor.

RIGHT: Lyn Robertson, left, and Sheryl 
McConnell won the Cockburn Mercer Cup and 

the First Division April Fools Tournament. 
Photos: SUPPLIED

CROQUET

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

tea of home baking, the prizes, 
sponsored by Saunders Mitsubi-
shi, were handed out. Sheryl, 
wearing her presidents hat, made 
special mention of new members, 
thanking Tony Cole who not only 
played in the tournament but at 
7am was there to help layout the 
greens, Judy Barkley who had 
volunteered for kitchen duty but 

when needed to step in to play 
did so, and Graham Woodward, 
who switched from playing table-
tennis to croquet to play with her 
to complete the draw. To wrap up 
the day, tournament manager and 
referee Dennis Karl thanked those 
who provided the food, helped 
in the kitchen and on the greens 
making such a successful season.

DETAILS: On May 1, the Thames Cro-
quet Club will switch to winter hours 
until October 31 with play on Mon-
day, Thursday and Saturday starting 
at 12.45pm. If you want to give the 
game a go, simply turn up to 101 
Beach Rd, wearing flat soled shoes, 
mallets are provided, and the first 
game is free.

- Supplied by Thames Croquet Club

In Brief
NEW WALKING TRACK
The Moana-Taiari Link Track, a new 
walking track in Thames, has opened. 
Starting at the end of Moana-Taiari 
Creek Rd, the track offers sweeping 
views of Thames and the Firth before 
joining up with the Waiotahi Track 
leading towards Crosbies Hut. 

GORGE TUNNEL CLOSURE
Hauraki District Council says the 
Karangahake Tunnel will close on 
April 20 and May 1 while emergency 
work is undertaken to remediate 
slip damage and remove some trees 
above the Western tunnel entrance. 
The closure will affect cycle and 
pedestrian access on the Hauraki Rail 
Trail.

SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED
Gr8 Job Hauraki has been offered two 
full scholarships worth $5300 for the 
Classic 21-day course for 18-26-year-
olds at Outward Bound, Anakiwa, 
Marlborough Sounds between May 
5-25. To register your interest, email: 
Julie.Stephenson@hauraki-dc.govt.
nz. 

DOMAIN CLEAN-UP
The Paeroa clean-up team will be 
cleaning up the Paeroa Domain on 
May 4, from 10am-12pm. Meet at 
the gate opposite Paeroa Library on 
Willoughby street. Bags and gloves 
provided. 

REFUSE STATION CLOSURE
The Waihī Refuse Transfer Station 
will be closed from May 5 until mid-
June to install two new weighbridges. 
Contactless technology using number 
plate recognition will also be installed 
at the site during the closure. Hauraki 
District Council is asking patrons 
to use the Paeroa Refuse Transfer 
Station during this time. 

Thames croquet pair come out on top
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Discuss, 4 Magistrate, 9 Prepare, 13 Riot, 14 Salmon, 15 Ensure, 16 Maestro, 19 Statistics, 20
Nauseate, 21 Tipsy, 24 Unique, 25 Vacuum, 27 Overtaken, 32 Delegate, 33 Meagre, 34 Agitate, 38 Intrepid,
39 Go into, 40 Idol, 41 Helix, 42 Doped, 45 Full-scale model, 52 Other, 55 Stout, 56 Felt, 57 Acidic,
58 Caffeine, 61 Disease, 62 Joined, 63 Stealthy, 66 Intestine, 68 Moaned, 69 Acting, 73 Piste,
74 Bludgeon, 76 Gratifying, 81 Prophet, 82 Sextet, 83 Awning, 84 Free, 85 Heading, 86 Borderline,
87 Happens.

DOWN: 1 Darts, 2 Sporadic, 3 Scatty, 4 Mimic, 5 Gone, 6 Sternum, 7 Rescue, 8 Terse, 10 Reap, 11 Pastime,
12 Rarest, 17 Figurehead, 18 Stark, 22 Numerous, 23 Mango, 24 Untried, 26 Away, 28 Vertigo, 29 Relief,
30 Cajole, 31 Stripe, 33 Mania, 35 Theft, 36 Stop, 37 Cove, 43 Outfit, 44 Elude, 46 Uses, 47 Letdown, 48
Chains, 49 Laird, 50 Mainstay, 51 Liable, 52 Off the cuff, 53 Heir, 54 Reeling, 59 Asset, 60 Cede, 64 Stall,
65 Filigree, 67 Notepad, 68 Monitor, 70 Pierce, 71 Vetted, 72 Stench, 75 Due to, 77 Range, 78 Guess,
79 Vein, 80 Sari.

ACROSS
1 Actor’s platform (5)
4 Drenched (6,2,3,4)
14 Tall narrow building
(5)
15 Characteristic (5)
16 Popular book (4-6)
17 Meal (5)
19 Decay (3)
20 Reinforce (7)
21 Sell to retailers (9)
22 Accumulated until
needed (6)
25 Blown instrument
(9)
27 Speed (6)
28 Liveliness (6)
33 Self-satisfied (10)
35 Small piercing tool
(3)
36 Clamour (6)
37 Social-climber (4)
39 Not many (3)
41 Tropical disease (7)
42 Grief (6)
43 Critically ill (2,1,3,3)
44 Winning (5)
45 Insect’s feelers (8)
50 Via (2)
51 Suspense novel (8)
55 Fatuous (5)
58 Savage (9)
59 Do again (6)
60 Titter (7)
61 Dine (3)
63 Rich soil (4)
64 Refuge (6)
65 Popular success (3)
66 Welcoming (10)
68 Pie crust (6)

69 Filament (6)
71 Hypersensitivities
(9)
76 Relish (6)
77 Contrary to a rule,
standard, convention
(9)
79 Come to light (7)
81 Tub (3)
84 Court case (5)
85 Slump (10)
86 Treat with
contemptuous
disregard (5)
87 Indigent (5)
88 Confidentially
(7,3,3,2)
89 Wharf (5)

DOWN
2 Great fear (6)
3 On the wane (5)
5 Gaping (4)
6 Galley (7)
7 To the quick (6)
8 Stares lecherously
(5)
9 Leaps (7)
10 Exchange for
money (4)
11 Light (6)
12 Cutlass (5)
13 Object (7)
14 Remedial treatment
(7)
18 Adornment (10)
23 Impudence (5)
24 Woman-fish (7)
26 Mollify (7)
27 Midpoint (7)

29 We learn (anag) (7)
30 Realm (6)
31 Hirsute (5)
32 Colour remover (6)
34 Stepped (4)
36 Woollen cloth (5)
38 Customer (5)
40 Indonesian island
(4)
45 Ghastly (5)
46 Shatter (anag)(7)
47 Small cut (4)
48 Titillate (6)
49 House of wives (5)
50 Docked (7)
52 Almost depleted
(7,3)
53 Traveller’s stuff (7)
54 Uniformly (6)
55 Quarantine (7)
56 Malice (5)
57 Impulsive (4)
62 Grey-faced (5)
67 Shortness of
expression (7)
68 Nip in the bud (7)
70 Shorten (7)
72 Tryst (7)
73 Useless (6)
74 Desk (6)
75 Pronounce not
guilty (6)
76 Scatter (5)
78 Evacuate (5)
80 Bogus (5)
82 Punch (4)
83 Shape (4)

 SUDOKU               198

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                218

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz     April 29, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 13



14 THE VALLEY PROFILE, April 29, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

MAYGARDENING AT AEROVIEW
382 Ngati Maru Highway

Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week

8.30am to 5pm

GARLIC
In Store Now
Printanor
Bulbs and
Elephant
cloves

LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES
Bulk Bins of
• Mulches
• Soils

• Aggreates
• Pebbles
• Sleepers

plus LOTS more

Mothers Day
Come check out

our great gift ideas:
-Gift Shop
-Plants

-Indoor & Outdoor
gifts

-Gift cards
Free gift wrapping

30%
off

Deciduous
- Fruit and
Citrus
Trees

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Non planting
Day

2

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

3

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Non planting
Day

7

Non planting
Day

8

Non planting
Day

9

Plant above
ground crops

10

Plant above
ground crops

11

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

12

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

13

Full Moon

14

Non planting
Day

15

Non planting
Day

16

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

17

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

18

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

19

Non planting
Day

20

Non planting
Day

21

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

22

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

23

Non planting
Day

24

Non planting
Day

25

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

26

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

27

NewMoon

28

Non planting
Day

29

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

30

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

31

Non planting
Day

May 2025MMMay 2025
Moon PlantingMMMoon Planting
CalendarCalenddar

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

I have a van we 
use for youth 

work, and when 
we first got it, the 
key fobs didn’t 

work. Since it’s a push-start, that 
meant sitting there like an idiot, 
waiting for the van to recognize 
the fob before we could even get 
moving.

I was determined to fix it.
The local key guys tried - no 

luck. Nissan Paeroa gave it a 
go - still nothing. I even drove 
to Auckland to see a locksmith 
- no success. Then I found some 

When to quit and when to push through
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION Russian guy who operated out of 
his backyard. Sounded legit. Still 
no success.

Finally, a mobile locksmith in 
Auckland spent a couple of hours 
on it before pointing out a cut 
wire on the windscreen. 

He figured that was the issue. 
By this stage, my wife was well 
unimpressed with my obsession 
- and the money I was throwing 
at it.

But the guy was on to some-
thing. After hours of searching 
online, I discovered that the fob 
receiver was built into the factory 
mirror.

The previous owner had re-
moved the mirror, assuming it 

was just some useless GPS sys-
tem from Japan.

Thirteen months later, I finally 
had the right mirror, the wiring 
loom, and had spliced the wires 
together.

Then came the moment of 
truth. I pressed the remote... and 
click - the doors locked. Then I 
pressed again, and the motor-
ised door slid open. WOOHOO, 
I DID IT!

Now, in the grand scheme of 
things, this was no big deal. I 
could have kept driving without 
fixing it.

But for me, the solution was 
more important than the cost. I 
have an obsessive personality, 

and I needed to figure this out.
And it got me thinking.
There are other things in life 

I want to do, things I want to 
change, things I want to achieve. 
I want to go on more adventures 
with my kids. I want to love 
my wife better. I want to save 
enough to take the family on a 
caravan trip.

The question I keep coming 
back to is simple: Is this thing 
more important than the cost?

Because the truth is, if we don’t 
keep the dream in front of us, the 
cost will always feel too great. 

We’ll default to spending on 
extra coffees instead of saving for 
that adventure. 

We’ll keep scrolling our 
phones instead of giving our kids 
the time they crave.

Some battles aren’t worth 
fighting. But others? They mat-
ter. And for those, we have to 
keep pushing - because the cost 
of quitting is greater than the 
cost of perseverance.
Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

GardeningGardening
The last month of Autumn is here and it’s a 

busy time in the garden before winter ar-
rives. It has still been warm during the day so 
has prolonged the growth of plants.

It is an ideal time to weed, dig in compost 
and mulch (pea straw for example) which 
provides warmth and a weed suppressant be-
fore the ground becomes too heavy and cold.

In the flower garden - Fill gaps that appear 
in spots around the garden, sprinkle annual 
seeds of poppies, calendula, cornflower, mar-
igold, stocks or alyssum. Before planting dig 
in compost and sheep pellets. Cover seed 
with a fine sprinkling of seed raising mix if you 
have some.

Autumn is the best time for planting new 
shrubs and trees so they can get established 
over the cooler winter months. Plant new 
seasons daphne, camellias and rhododen-
dron, to add welcome colour to the garden in 
winter and early spring.

May is the last chance to get spring bulbs in 

the ground. You still have time to plant lilies 
which are easy to grow and can be planted 
anytime between May and September. Dig 
in bulb food before planting and cover with 
100mm of soil. Apply bulb food to bulbs al-
ready in the ground.

Once dahlia stop flowering the tubers and 
gladioli corms can be lifted stored in a dry 
place ready for replanting in spring. 

They need to be lifted every couple of years 
because, left any longer, dahlia tubers quickly 
grow into heavy clumps.

If the ground, gets very wet or you suffer 
from too many hard frosts it is best to lift 
dahlia and gladioli every year and store.

New roses should be coming into garden 
centres next month so prepare the soil ready 
for planting. Existing roses can have a light 
tidy up (not pruned yet) and spray with cop-
per.

Fruits and Vegetables - Continue harvesting 
autumn treats of feijoa, figs, guavas and per-

Autumn an ideal time to weed, compost, mulch
ADVERTISING FEATURE

simmon as they ripen.
Apples and pears: continue late season 

harvesting. Once harvest is over and leaf fall 
is complete these can be pruned and sprayed.

Plum trees can be pruned once harvest is 
completed. Fertilise citrus around the base at 
the drip line.

Prepare strawberry beds for sowing young 
plants in June - November.

Continue harvesting your late summer 
crops of beetroot, cabbage spinach and let-
tuce. If the ground is still warm enough con-
tinue planting lettuces, spinach and broccoli 
and cauliflower. Protect from frost.

If you have planted leeks at the end of sum-

mer as they grow, pile up the soil around the 
stems to provide support and keep the stems 
white. 

Add new herbs of thyme, coriander, pars-
ley, rosemary and mint.

The compost heap will benefit from the 
addition of the autumn leaf fall. Many tree 
leaves are a particularly rich source of plant 
nutrient and make a valuable contribution to 
soil fertility. Turn compost heaps over regu-
larly.

Lawns need aeration, fertilising and possi-
bly reseeding this month. 

Enjoy autumn in the garden.  
- Ngatea Garden Circle

Sprinkle seeds of poppies, calendula, cornflower, marigold, stocks or alyssum.                     Photo: PIXABAY



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage
Driving Courses

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arboristarborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician electrician

civil construction

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

FREE
underlay &
installation* carpet

on selected

carpet

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Tree Shapes has become a household 
name around Hauraki-Coromandel, but 

there’s a new face running the roost.
Even though new owner operator Dylan 

Poulter took over the business in August 
last year, he’s certainly not new to the ar-
borist world along with his qualified team 
of five.

“Our services range from tree removals 
to hedge trimming and a range of other 
things, not just trees.”

But the best part about running Tree-
shapes, according to Dylan, is the custom-
ers.

“We can transform their place from 
something that they dislike to something 
that they absolutely love,” he said.

He said it was amazing how the commu-
nity has taken him on board and given him 
the opportunity to work with them on their 
properties.

Covering all areas across the Coroman-
del Peninsula, Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, 
Miranda, Kaiaua and in between - “no job 
is too big or too small”.
DETAILS: Contact Tree Shapes on 027 472 
6627 or give Tree Shapes a follow on Fa-
cebook.

No job is too big or small for Tree Shapes
Tree Shapes owner Dylan Poulter and his team are ready to help.                                  Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing

Property Maintenance
One Stop Shop

Ph. Shane 027 480 5586
No Silly Prices.

• Carpentry
• Plastering
• Painting
• Tiling
• Gardening

30
yrs
exp

property maintenance

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring
Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring
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signs

New direction for Kaiaua
“Untapped potential” is the new 
focus for Kaiaua School, as staff 
and students embrace a shift to-
wards nature-based learning and 
community connections. 

The two-classroom school, nes-
tled on the water’s edge in the Firth 
of Thames, is working to bring a 
hyper-local focus back to its cur-
riculum. And with an abundance 
of local resources such as the ad-
jacent beach, nearby Whakatiwai 
Regional Park, and strong ties to 
the local marae and community, 
school principal Carrie Taipari-
Thorne says her 42 students are 
thriving. 

“At Kaiaua School, we’re sur-
rounded by richness - in the stories 
of our whenua, in the strength of 
our community, and in the spark 

we see in every tamaiti [child],” 
Carrie says. 

“There is so much untapped 
potential here, and our direction 
is about bringing that potential to 
life.”

Carrie, who joined the school 
as principal in term four, 2024, 
says the plan includes embedding 
Te Ao Māori across the school, 
strengthening whānau engage-
ment, strengthening partnerships, 
celebrating student voice and suc-
cess, and fostering student wellbe-
ing. 

Activities like waka - Carrie reg-
ularly competes in international 
waka and dragon boating teams - 
will be integrated into the school’s 
water safety lessons, while trips 
to Whakatiwai Regional Park will 
provide a chance to teach bush-
craft and rongoā rākau [herbal 

medicine-craft]. 
“Part of what our new journey 

is, is actually taking advantage of 
what’s around us and getting our 
kids out and learning and experi-
encing,” Carrie says. 

“There’s lots of research that 
says that immersing our Māori 
tamariki in that context, in spaces 
where they belong, really lifts and 
enhances their learning… helps 
them to be strong and know where 
they belong. If they have those 
foundations, anything is possible 
for them.”

Carrie credits the school’s suc-
cessful transformation to the 
support of its dedicated team of 
educators, school board, and com-
munity partners, and says the kura 
[school] is creating learning ex-
periences that reflect the unique 
context and values of the Kaiaua 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

community.
“Our tamariki are hungry for 

more,” she says.
“More opportunities to express 

themselves, to learn through real-
world experiences, to understand 
who they are and where they come 
from. And our staff are rising to 

meet that hunger with passion, 
skill, and heart. My staff are excep-
tional - a small passionate group 
of educators and leaders who be-
lieve deeply in the potential of our 
tamariki.”



Storage

Public Notice

Public Notice

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the 
Valley Profile are available

for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Church Notices

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. 
Ph 021 060 7659

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

For Sale

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Handyman 

Trades
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Builder

Painters
Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Painter available now, 
experienced in interior 
and exterior work. Ph 
0272142442

Pets

Volunteers
Required

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Storage Health
Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Home 
Maintenance

‘SHE SORTS IT’ 
From Mess to 
Impress: 
Gardening, home 
cleaning, painting, 
declutter, odd jobs, 
deceased estates. 
Creating Beautiful, 
Organised, Serene 
Spaces. Qualified 
and experienced 
horticulturist. 
Ready to Present to 
market or event!
Contact Pippa Jack-
son Ph 027 747 7000

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Paeroa SPCA Op Shop 
needs volunteers. 

Time and days to suit you. 
Call Lisa on 021 075 

8143 or 07 444 0019 or 
come in to the shop
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Roadside stall, 2 plant 
display tables 2.4 x 
1.2 m. $80 ea or all 
for $210. Ph 021 0818 
8725  

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday May 
4th, 2pm Grahamstown 
Hall. Speaker: 
Candida.   

THAMES 
WORKINGMEN’S 

CLUB (Inc). Notice of AGM Saturday 
17th May 2025 10:00am AGENDA 
• Apologies
• Minutes of previous AGM
• Matters Arising
• President’s Report
• Manager’s Report
• Presentation of Statement 
  of Accounts
• Subscriptions
• Adoption of New 
  Constitution
• Confirmation of Returning     
  Officers
• Election of Board of Appeal
• Election of Auditor
• Election of Committee
• General Business President
B. Harper CARD CHECK AT DOOR

Hauraki District 
Council Meetings - 
May 2025

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of May 2025 in  
the Council Chamber, Hauraki House,  
1 William Street, Paeroa unless otherwise 
stated.
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Monday, 5 May 2025, 9.00am (if required)
Planning Committee
Monday, 12 May 2025, 9.00am (confirmed)
Adaptive Planning and Emergency 
Management Committee
Monday, 12 May 2025, 1.00pm
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Tuesday, 26 May 2025, 9.00am (confirmed)
Citizenship Ceremony
Wednesday, 28 May 2025, 8.30am
Council
Wednesday, 28 May 2025, 9.30am
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

HEALING CREAMS  
by Romoco Wellness, 
Plains Healing Centre 

are available at Earth Angel Magic, 
Bin Inn Thames, Bin Inn Kamo 
& 16 Shoalhaven St Paeroa. 

Ph 078629167 or 0272724600

95 Hectares, S/H2 
Mangatarata, Hauraki 
Plains. Good flat to 
rolling contour. Good 
facilities and water 
supply. Central raced. 
For further information
phone 027 279 4603 or 
027 250 9109.

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

THAMES THROW DOWN THE GAUNTLET
Club Roundup : Round 4 : April 26, 2025
By Tighthead Ted, Whispering Will and their 
league of extraordinary gentlemen.
Round four of the HG Leach and Co Premier 
Championship, and the juggernaut that is 
Waihi Athletic keeps on keeping on. Not that 
they weren’t given a scare by Hauraki North, 
finding themselves behind on the scoresheet 
14-7 after 20 minutes. Waihou travelled away 
to the coast and took the points in a low scor-
ing battle against Whangamata, who are still 
struggling to find their feet in 2025. 
Mercury Bay went the opposite way, travelling 
to Te Aroha to take on the Snakes, and showed 
that they will be a contender this season when 
the medals are handed out. Thames also 
showed they may not be pretenders this year, 
giving last season’s beaten finalists Paeroa a 
going over on their home ground, and taking 
Waihi to the wire two matches ago.
Thames sent shockwaves through the Valley, 
with a thumping win over the Green Machine 
in Paeroa.  Thames were up 21-8 at halftime, 
with their big forward pack paving the way for 
a sharp, well drilled, big backline that made 
inroads with the quality pill delivered.  With 
both teams taking a while to get used to the 
visiting referee, it was a good twenty minutes 
before rugby broke out through the deluge of 
penalties being handed out.  Something both 
sides need to work on if they want to challenge 
Waihi and the ‘Collard factor’ at the pointy end 
of the season when the McClinchy is handed 
out.
Paeroa to their credit, came out after the or-
anges break and took it to the visitors, but with 
injuries disrupting combinations in the for-
ward pack, it was an uphill battle.  Thames fin-
ished the game with a wet sail, dotting down 
two tries in the last five minutes to blow the 
scoreline out to a nineteen-point margin.
Hendrix Beazley back in the 10 jersey did his 
best to keep the home side in the battle, his 
booming kicks causing all sorts of trouble for 
the Thames’ back three.  Korbin Cheswick was 
the pick of the home team’s forward pack, and 
two try winger Keanau May-Matafeo was a 
handful.
The visitors pack played well, giving plenty of 
ball to halfback Dan Edmonds, who controlled 

TV CLUB RUGBY
SPORTS

the pace of the game well.  Sione Etoni at cen-
tre was again all power, while wingers Cormack 
O’Connor, Tangi Utumoengalu and substitute 
Bobby Motuliki were relentless.
Waihi were a mixed bag as they hosted Hau-
raki North in damp conditions at Kenny Street.  
The home side started well, scoring after a few 
minutes, but then the visitors forward pack 
rolled up their sleeves and hoed into the home 
pack, who had perhaps been looking at the 
points table pre game and thought this match 
might be a walkover.  
Two tries in five minutes certainly showed the 
champions that the Blue Bulls deserved a bit of 
respect.  Led by number eight Josh Barker with 
some storming runs through the heart of the 
Waihi eight, they gave the locals a scare, and 
perhaps set a blueprint for other teams going 
forward.  Old school up the guts pick and goes 
had Ross Cooper salivating on the sidelines - 
shades of his Valley side that won the NPC 3rd 
division in 1988.
But Waihi were too slick across the board, and 

once they stopped dropping the ball and trying 
to run everything out in the rain, managed to 
take the first half out 26-14.  Speaking of old 
fashioned, a halftime barreling from a grumpy 
coach saw a lead of 45-14 with twenty minutes 
to go, before the mistakes crept back in, and 
North showed their fighting spirit to share the 
final quarter 7-7.  
The home side were well served, as they have 
been all season, by Hadleigh Morgan and the 
returned Dylan Horne, who helped himself to a 
couple of close range tries, while of the visitors 
Barker and Luke McDuff were the standouts 
in a robust forward performance, while Logan 
Mitchell and reserve halfback Matty Fisher led 
the way for the lads in the double digits.
Mercury Bay were shaken by an early try to the 
hosting COBRAS before they got into their work 
and took a well deserved win 36-5 against the 
hard running home team.  
The visiting Marlins had to rely on their close 
tackling to keep the Snakes at bay, who kept 
hammering away through the midfield and 

in close, but the stoic Bay defence lapped it 
up.  A stronger set piece from the visitors saw 
any hometown errors punished, and a more 
potent threequarter line saw the Bay scoring 
points against the at times one dimensional 
home team. Cam Dromgool was a welcome 
addition to the Snakes pack, a tireless perfor-
mance from the Valley stalwart.  Shontayne 
Dare at hooker gave a tireless display and at 
ten Ashton Payne went well.
The visitor’s Jayden Tegg was always a hand-
ful for the Snake’s midfield to contain, and up 
front it was hard to fault the efforts of Connor 
McVerry, Adam Coyle and Owain Leeming.
Sometimes low scoring affairs are tight and 
tense, where both teams punch and counter 
punch, unable to knock their opponent to the 
floor.  Sadly the match between Whangamata 
and Waihou wasn’t one of these.  Both teams 
struggled to assert themselves in a match that 
was there for the taking.  It took half an hour 
for the scoreboard attendants to be troubled 
when Waihou spun it through the hands and 
scored out wide.  Then, just before half time, 
they were gifted another five pointer when 
Harry Lafituanai pounced on an errant pass by 
the hosts and strolled over to take a 12-0 lead 
at the break.
The second spell saw the red ‘n’ white trying 
to be more adventurous, particularly through 
their elusive pivot Jack Haydock, who showed 
a fine turn of speed and a deft sidestep that 
had defenders scrambling.  Unfortunately, he 
was often unable to link with any support, and 
it took right until the end of the match, when 
Tyler Cotterill hung on the hip of Fozz Gilbert, 
who brushed off a few tackles, for Whangama-
ta to breach the Waihou line. 
The visitors were deserved winners of a pretty 
dour match on the back of the efforts in the 
forwards, often out muscling Whangamata at 
ruck and scrum time.  Saia Tafolo had a fine 
game for the Maroons from lock, and convert-
ed double digit legend Lafituanai continues to 
convert to a low number well.  Jake O’Connor 
was ever reliable at halfback controlling pro-
ceedings with aplomb.
Whangamata’s Louis Johnston and veteran Ja-
cob Chaplin were relentless in their endeavour 
to change the face of the game, and Haydock 
needed support runners to profit from his elu-
sive runs.  Fullback Lewis Doherty was also a 
classy act.

The juggernaut that is Waihi Athletic keeps on keeping on - not that they weren’t given a scare by 
Hauraki North, finding themselves behind on the scoresheet 14-7 after 20 minutes.      Photo: TVRFU
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Kaiaua 6RuaOnePlace

1,645sqm 4 2
AskingPrice $1,299,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Exclusivewaterfront living
Alifestylehomecombiningmodern luxury, rental incomepotential, andacentral location.Seton 1,645sqm(moreor
less)alongtheSeabirdCoast, thepropertyboasts sweepingviewsof theCoromandelRangesandThames'evening
lights.Built in2008, thehomefeaturesopen-plan living flowingtooutdoorspaces, includingaspa, courtyard, and
gardens.Themaster suitehasawalk-throughwardrobeandensuite,withoversizedbathroomsenhancingcomfort.
Ideal forAirbnb,executive rentals, or futureadditions likeagranny flat, thepropertyoffersexceptionalversatility.
Borderedbyawildlife lakeandtheFirthofThames,enjoykayaking, fishing, andprivate jettyaccessnearby.

bayleys.co.nz/2316216

Coromandel 110KapangaRoad

285sqm 210sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu22May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Tidy, tenantedandtimeless
• AboveminimumIEPrating
• Tenantedtoapopular retailer
• Excellent streetpresencewithdualaccess

Thesingle-levelbuilding includesanopen-plan interiorwithpolishedconcrete floorsand full-widthglazing,providing
natural lightandstrongstreetappeal.Dualaccess fromKapangaRoadandasealed rear lanesupportseasydeliveries
andstaff entry.Asmall rearyardaddsutility.Offeredasastandalone freehold titlewithnobodycorporate, this isa low
maintenance,manageableoption for first-timeormum-and-dad investors.

bayleys.co.nz/2201790
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Whitianga 17TheEsplanade

1,088sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu22May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
BelindaSammons0272727728
belinda.sammons@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Front row, future-ready
• Blankcanvasoffersoptions.
• Waterfrontzoningallows formixed-usedevelopment.
• Holdorbuild thechoice isyours.

AprimesliceofWhitianga's tightlyheldwaterfront isnowavailable tovisionary landbankers,developers,orowner-
occupiers.Positioneddirectlyacross fromthebeachwithuninterruptedviewsoverMercuryBay, this 1,088sqm(more
or less) flat freeholdsectionoffersoneof the town’s rarestmixed-usezonedopportunities.

Buildnoworhold for the future, this isaonce-in-a-generationchance to invest inastandoutcoastalposition.

bayleys.co.nz/2201832

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Whitianga 58KupeDrive

986sqm 322sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu22May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Educated investmentchoice
• Reliable tenant returning$91.950pa+GSTandoutgoings
• Purposebuilt in2008toahighstandard
• Onetenantensureseaseof investment

The two-storeybuildingsitsona986sqm(moreor less) freeholdsitewithexcellentvisibility,dual access, and
proximity to the towncentre.Witha reliable tenant inplace, a strong leasestructure, anda future-facing location, this
propertyoffers investorsasolid incomestreaminanassetclass seldombrought tomarket.Opportunitiesof this
natureare rare inWhitianga—secureyourposition in thishigh-growthcoastal setting.

bayleys.co.nz/2201770
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa
• 2 Bedroom Apartment
ENQUIRE TODAY!



HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2014 Nissan Qashqai TS
1.6 Ltr Turbo Diesel, NZ New, T-Bar

Top Spec

$12,990

2013 Toyota Rav-4
Auto, AWD, NZ New, 1 Owner

$17,990

2010 Subaru Legacy
2.5 Ltr Auto, AWD, Alloys

TOP CONDITION

VALUE
$8,990

2014 Ssangyong
Korando Sport

NZ New, AWD, T-Bar, Immac Condition

$14,990

2017 Hyundai Elantra Elite
Auto, 2 Ltr, NZ New, Superb Condition

$13,990

2008 Nissan Pathfinder
4.0 Ltr Auto, 4WD, T-Bar

NOW
$11,990

2005 Hyundai Tucson
AWD, Auto, NX New

JUST
$6,990


