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‘Old soul’ brings heart and humour to cancer battle, P3

A remarkable lifeA remarkable life

Bob Pinker says he fell into the New Zealand Navy by accident. 
A school dropout at 14, the now-Paeroa resident had just 

completed a stint at Tapper Engineering in Whangārei and was at a 
loose end. Strolling down a street in Dannevirke, he recalls noticing 
a Navy recruitment office.

“I said, ‘oh, I’ll get somewhere to eat and sleep’. So I went in, and 
they said, ‘you’re just the man we need’. Because I’d already done 
a year of apprenticeship, they thought I was a tradesman. I was a 
nobody,” Bob says. 

Bob spent nine years in the Navy, as an Electrical Mechanic First 
Class. He was one of the Navy’s only diesel-electric engineers, at a 
time when most of the country still ran on steam. 

“I was the only oddball. And it was only by accident. Not for educa-
tion, just the right place at the right time.”

In fact, much of Bob’s remarkable life story seems to boil down to “right 
place at the right time”. In chatting about his experiences, he reels off a list 
of acquaintances and friends which wouldn’t be out of place in a who’s-who 
of modern history. Bob recalls partying with Henry Kissinger, chatting to Stephen 
Hawking, and travelling at different times with Australian adventurer Hans Thol-
strup and British mountaineer Dr Griffith Pugh. 

There are photos of Bob with Prince Andrew aboard the presidential yacht

Bob Pinker sits 
surrounded by 

memorabilia from his 
extraordinary life.
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history… The whole sky went orange for two 
days.”

As Anzac Day approaches, Bob, now 87 years 
old, reckons he’s one of the lucky ones. 

“[Anzac Day] reminds me of all my friends 
I had that I lost. You know, a strange thing - 
when I joined the Navy, I went to the Antarctic. 
Because I was an oddball. 

“But all my classmates went to the Pacific 
Islands, to Christmas Island, for the atomic 
bomb test,” Bob says. 

“And they said to me, you’re going to go to 
the Antarctic and you’re going to die. We’re 
going to live in the tropics. 

“They were zapped with the atomic bomb, 
and I survived.”
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USS Potomac, which Bob was captaining at the 
time, and he even remembers bumping into 
Donald Trump once at a fundraiser event. 

“But I got involved in politics not because 
I’m red or blue… It’s because that’s where the 
best cocktail parties were,” Bob laughs. “Eve-
rything in my life has been strange. It just hap-
pens.”

Life hasn’t all been parties for Bob though. 
During his time in the Navy, he saw active 

combat during a three-month stint in Malaya 
in 1962 at the end of the Malayan Emergency.  

However, most of his military tenure was 
spent on nine missions to Antarctica, where he 
helped build Scott Base in the 1950s. 

“I did four of those trips on the old wooden 
ship [the HMNZS Endeavour I],” Bob says. 

He points out a wall filled with memorabilia 
he’s collected, including photographs of the 
base - some he took himself, some taken before 
he arrived in Antarctica. 

“Some of the pictures… no one’s ever seen 
before. Hillary with the dogs, the old Ferguson 
tractors pulling across,” Bob says. 

“I’ve got a picture of Shackleton and Scott to-
gether. And Shackleton’s granddaughter didn’t 
know there was a picture of them together. I 
said, ‘I have the picture’, and she came here to 
get a picture of that.”

And during one of Bob’s trips to Antarctica, 
he was witness to the effects of Operation Ar-
gus, which saw US ship the USS Norton Sound 
fire three low-yield nuclear warheads into the 
atmosphere over the South Atlantic Ocean. 

“I built the camera at Scott Base to film it for 

Bob’s remarkable life
CONTINUED FROM P1

Bob Pinker’s wall of memorabilia.      ALICE PARMINTER

ANZAC FEATURE, P12-15

Ex-cyclone Tam 
causes havoc
Ex-Tropical Cyclone Tam caused 
flooding, slips, power outages and 
road closures and rescues in Hau-
raki-Coromandel last week. 

The storm hit in the early hours 
of Thursday, April 17, causing sig-
nificant flooding and closing roads 
in Manaia and Hikuai, with Fire 
brigades conducting multiple res-
cues, including people stranded in 
floodwaters and a van off the road 
in Coromandel. Fortunately, no 
significant injuries were reported. 

The Rhodes Park freedom 
camping area was evacuated as a 
precaution due to rising river levels 
as heavy rainfall pelted the district 
on Thursday night, with 242mm 
recorded at the Pinnacles over 
24 hours to 6:45am Friday. The 
Kauaeranga River peaked at 8.6m 
but dropped on Friday morning to 
7.8m, reducing spillover concerns.

On Friday, State Highway 25 
was also closed between Hikuai 
and Tairua due to severe flood-
ing, and there was a mudslide 
at One Ton Straight on SH25A, 
making it unsuitable for vehicles 
other than 4WD. There was also 
a slip on SH25A and a large fallen 
tree blocked SH26 at Matatoki. 
Residents were asked to conserve 
water, and a water tanker was sta-
tioned in Puriri, where 35 homes 
were also without power. 
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‘Old soul’ brings heart, humour to cancer battle
It’s been little less than two 

months since 16-year-old 
Jake Nagel was diagnosed with 
leukaemia.

As the youngest person on 
his ward, he has found a small 
silver lining in his situation: a 
space equipped with a PlaySta-
tion and big TV, but nothing 
would ever beat the comfort of 
home. 

The Paeroa College student 
has completed his first round 
of chemotherapy, and has re-
cently been allowed to return 
home to Waihī for a short 
break, but with another three 
rounds of treatment planned, 
he’s facing more time in Wai-
kato Hospital.

Still, the “old soul” remains 
in high spirits, and his family 
is proud of his attitude, uncle 
Josh Martyn told The Profile.

“Jake is such a unique guy, 
and he really leaves an impact 
on people. It’s not an easy situ-
ation to be in, especially for 
someone so young, but he is 
resilient and is getting really 
good at rolling with the punch-
es,” he said. “He hasn’t lost any 
of his classic sense of humour, 
and I couldn’t be more proud 
of the way he is tackling this.”

Jake was diagnosed with leu-
kemia - a cancer of the body’s 
blood-forming tissues, includ-
ing the bone marrow and the 
lymphatic system - on March 1.

His parents, Nita and 
Hayden, have been by his side 
every step of the way, but Josh 
said a tough aspect that has 
come with the diagnosis was 

Jake being treated as an adult, 
despite his young age.

“He’s right in the grey area 
between children’s services and 
adult services,” he explained. 

“This hasn’t been a problem for 
him, but he does need the sup-
port of his family every day.

“This means that his mum 
and dad have had to seriously 

Jake Nagel spends time with 
Black Cap Daryl Mitchell.         

Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

reconsider what work looks 
like for them this year, which is 
why the donations are so very 
helpful.”

Josh created a Givealittle on-
line fundraising page to miti-
gate the financial impact of the 
diagnosis, as well as keep life 
as normal as possible for Jake’s 
younger brother Travis.

So far, more than $28,000 
has been donated.

“Jake’s family are so grate-
ful for all the support from the 
community,” Josh said. “It is 
going to make a world of differ-
ence for them, and allow them 
to focus on Jake in the com-
ing months. There have been 
so many generous individuals 
and groups, and it really has 
shown us all what an amazing 
community we live in.”

And while Jake has had to 
get “a bit creative” with how he 
passes the time, a recent high-
light was the budding cricketer 
getting to meet some of his he-
roes - the Black Caps.

“He was invited to attend 
their training in Hamilton,” 
Josh explained. 

“He was given special per-
mission to leave the hospital 
for this, and it was such a cool 
experience - it came about from 
an idea of one of his friends, so 
he is really grateful to them.”
DETAILS: To donate to Jake, visit 
givealittle.co.nz/cause/jaken.
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Visit Thames High School website www.thameshigh.school.nz ~ Thames High School Events and Celebrations ~ Ph +64 7 868 8688
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(Year 10)

Thames High School
Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga Kia kōtahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te taumata

We grow together to achieve ones true potential

Thames High seniors inspire new junior leaders
Leadership is an important part 

of Thames High School.
It is something the school en-

courages students to do in many 
ways, including a new junior lead-
ership programme, a head Ma-
nukura Māori student leader, and 
a new peer support initiative.

Student senior leaders noticed 
there was a missed opportunity 
for junior students who came 
from leadership roles in primary 
school, but had to wait until years 
12 and 13 before they could carry 
out responsibilities as leaders.

Deputy head students and sen-
ior student leadership team mem-
bers Troy Costello, 17, and Kayla 
Speed, 17, told The Profile the 
group of senior leaders created 
the junior leadership team known 
as Manukura Teina, made up of 16 
year 9 and 10 students.

“They are here to help the senior 
leaders with whatever needs to be 
done, giving them responsibilities 
and a leadership role to step up to 
through their time as Manukura 
Teina.”

All the Manukura Teina were 
paired up with the senior leaders, 
and throughout the year would 
communicate and offer help to 
the senior leaders with whatever 
needed to be done, they said.

“We want to help them build 
confidence in themselves and in 
talking in front of people, get them 
out of their comfort zones, and try 
new things.

“These could be our future sen-
ior leaders of the school, and by 

being able to mentor them, they 
get to learn so much from us and 
our mistakes. 

“Our senior leaders get to inspire 
the younger students,” they said.

Another leader at the school 
was head Manukura Māori (Māori 
leader) for 2025 Ora Wiki.

Ora wanted her peers to know 
her as someone who was ap-
proachable and there to support 
all students in her position as Ma-
nukura Māori - “that is my job and 
why I am passionate about being a 
leader”.

Her goals for the year were to 

“create a safe place for our Māori 
students to confide in when they 
have any issues, but to also em-
power Te Ao Māori and our Māori 
students in the kura”.

One way Ora was able to develop 
her leadership was by attending a 
leadership camp at Wharekawa 
Lodge last month, organised by 
Whangamatā School and Thames 
High. 

There she learned how other 
student leader teams operated to 
create events for their students, 
how to speak confidently in public, 
and also to prioritise looking after 

oneself, she said.
But the things Ora said she 

looked for in a great leader were 
kindness, empathy and strength.

Her advice for others who want-
ed to become leaders was to never 
be afraid to step up and out of their 
comfort zone, she said.

Another way students were in-
vited to step up was through a new 
initiative being set up called He 
Taringa Whakarongo, A Listen-
ing Ear - which was a network of 
students interested in supporting 
each other.

Staff member in charge counsel-

Deputy head student Kayla Speed, centre, with some of the junior leadership team members.         SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA lor Kylie Finch said more than 20  
year 10-13 students wrote applica-
tions to be considered for the role 
of tuakana.

“Tuakana-teina is a Māori 
concept of support. Historically 
the tuakana was an older, more 
knowledgeable family member 
that would impart knowledge to 
the teina (younger person),” she 
said.

“These days the tuakana (more 
knowledgeable person) does not 
need to be older, can be a peer, 
but has more knowledge in some 
area.”

The role for tuakana was to be a 
listening ear for students wanting 
to talk to someone around their 
own age, Kylie said.

“Anyone at school or in the 
school community can refer a 
student they think might benefit 
from a listening ear. Students can 
refer themselves also.”

One student said they wanted to 
be considered for the role because 
“it makes me feel good” to help 
others.

“To be a tuakana for He Tarin-
ga Whakarongo would be a great 
opportunity for me to make con-
nections with others, and to make 
others feel heard, respected, and 
to have someone that they can 
trust,” they said.

But the main outcome Ky-
lie hoped would come from the 
initiative was for students to feel 
cared about, to feel supported at 
school and in the community and 
to “know their wellbeing is impor-
tant to us”.

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Get a Posture Elite bed and enjoy a free
size upgrade — Queen to King, King to Super King!
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Winter appeal launched to keep kids warm
As temperatures begin to 

drop, Children in Care is 
calling for donations of “snug 
and warm” essentials to ensure 
the district’s tamariki can keep 
cozy this winter.

The appeal, running until the 
end of May, has so far delivered 
60 care packages to vulnerable 
young people, and Children in 
Care patron Peter Revell told 
The Profile he expected the 
need would increase once the 
cold weather hit.

“You don’t have to look far or 
do much research to find out 
that when kids are not kept in 
a healthy environment, it just 
has huge impacts on every-
thing.

“It has an impact on their 
health; it means they’re not in 
a good condition for learning,” 
he said. 

“It’s the stuff sitting at the 
bottom of Maslow’s Pyramid, 
you know, basic safety and se-
curity, and being able to go to 
bed at night with warm pyja-
mas and a hot water bottle is 
just all a basic human require-
ment.” 

The snug and warm appeal 
was inspired by Dame Valerie 
Adams’ Jammie Army cam-
paign for the Middlemore 
Foundation, and followed on 
from a successful Christmas 
toy drive in 2024, Peter said.

Children in Care has been set 
up under the Thames Rotary 
Charitable Trust, and on top 
of any tangible donations to 

the winter appeal, a Givealittle 
page has also been established 
and so far has raised close to 
$1000 to collect essential win-
ter supplies.

These could include pyjamas, 
sleeping bags, blankets, hot 
water bottles, and socks.

“I’ve got 16 grandchildren 
now, the oldest of which is 11… 
and I think what [Children in 
Care] is doing is fantastic. It’s 
about as altruistic as you can 
get,” Peter said.

“They’re not in it for any rea-
son other than they want to do 
something for kids who need 
help, and they just want to keep 
it simple.”

Donations to the cause of 
new winter essentials can be 

dropped off at Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council offices; 
the public libraries in Thames, 
Coromandel, Whangamata, 
and Tairua; Coromandel CFM 
offices; and at Goldfields Shop-
ping Centre during opening 
hours.

“Already 60 parcels have 
gone out, and we’re expecting 
once the cold weather hits that 
the need, or the demand, will 
increase.”
DETAILS: For further info, find 
Children in Care Snug & Warm 
Appeal on Facebook, or donate 
via givealittle.co.nz by searching 
‘Children in Care’.

The appeal, running until the end of May, has so far delivered 60 care packages to vulnerable young people.                  Photos: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

New Listing

Waihi
18 Connell Street

eves.co.nz/ehvc19984

Industrial Land
This 4165sqm (more or less) vacant commercial site is
well positioned, offering wide road frontage and
accessibility. Located in Waihi’s main commercial
precinct, bring your vision, an excellent opportunity
exists to establish or expand your business.

Auction Thurs 15 May, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
16 Savage Road 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19992

She’s Rough – But Oh, the Possibilities!
Calling all keen renovators and hands-on buyers –
here’s your chance to take on a rewarding project with
serious potential! Set on a generous 911sqm (approx.)
section, this three-bedroom home is ready for a full
makeover. Call Brooke Edwards for more info.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Tues 6 May (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
130 Kensington Road 4 2 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19945

Suburban Family Lifestyle
This family home is set on a generous 1,765 sqm
(approx.) site, offering space, privacy, and a peaceful
rural outlook. All in a prime location with spacious
living including both a fireplace and heat pump. Plus a
single garage/workshop.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Mon 5 May (unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Final Notice

Waihi
11 Princes Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19799

A Timeless Treasure
This charming character home blends classic style with
modern comfort. Set on 784 sqm (approx.), it offers
three bedrooms, open plan living, a sunny
conservatory, a sleepout, ample storage, lush gardens,
extra parking, and a garage—an absolute must-see!

Auction Thurs 1 May, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
96B Waitete Road North

eves.co.nz/ewa19516

Price Off, Make an Offer!
Set on 2 hectares (more or less) of elevated land, this
lifestyle block offers stunning views over Waihi
township and the chance to create your very own
retreat. With a motivated vendor wanting action, now is
the time to secure your slice of rural paradise.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
730 Waitawheta Road

eves.co.nz/ewa15064

Your Rural Dream Starts Here
Escape to peaceful rural living on the outskirts of Waihi,
where rolling hills and wide-open farmland views set
the scene for your dream lifestyle. This desirable 2.3 ha
(approx.) bare land block offers endless potential with
no covenants, bring your vision, big or small.

Asking Price $650,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
5B Dobson Street

eves.co.nz/ewa19204

Section with Space, Sun & Services
Here’s your chance to secure a generous 875 sqm
(more or less) section on the sought-after east side of
Waihi – but be quick, it won’t last long! With no
covenants, you’ve got the freedom to design and build
your dream home.

Asking Price $340,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
17 Buller Street 3 2 1

eves.co.nz/ewa17570

The Ultimate Family Retreat
Set on a generous 2056 sqm (approx.) section, this
family haven offers the perfect blend of comfort, space,
and convenience. Master bedroom with ensuite, this
home is thoughtfully designed for relaxed family living
and effortless entertaining.

Asking Price $950,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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Domestic Abuse isn’t that
common.

• Over 177,000 family harm investigations by NZ
police in year ending June 2023.

• Only a small percentage of harm is reported.
• 17% of women and 5.5% of men have

experienced partner violence.
• 23% of women and 14% of men have

experienced partner emotional abuse.
• Abuse is often hidden due to fear, shame and

societal attitudes.

Hauraki Family Violence
Intervention Network
Mon to Fri 8am to 3pm

027-3726332
sally@hfvin.co.nz

MISCONCEPTION
REALITY

SPEAK UP IF YOU SEE IT

TTTe Whāriki Manawāhine O
Hauraki

0800-868-3132 ( 24 /7 Free)
Shine helpline

0508744633 (24/7 Free)
2shine.org.nz

SUPPORT
If anyone is in immediate danger Ring 111

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Included in our latest
Swanndri range is the

versatile and warm Crofton
over shirt, pure cotton with
welt pockets at the hip, nicely
detailed and very smart.

$149.99 each.

New youth MP eager to amplify young voices
Isabella White is eager to 

embrace all that is on offer 
when she represents the elec-
torate as Coromandel’s newest 
Youth MP.

The Year 12 Mercury Bay 
Area School student was se-
lected by Coromandel Member 
of Parliament Scott Simpson, 
who commended her “passion, 
work ethic, and desire to make 
a difference”.

But Isabella admits that 
when the last selection for 
Youth MP rolled around three 
years ago, her 13-year-old self 
wouldn’t have had it on her ra-
dar.

That all changed a few 
months ago.

“One of my mum’s work 
friends saw it being advertised 
online and sent mum the link, 
saying that she could see me in 
this role. Mum then sent the 
link to me. 

“At first, I thought: ‘What’s 
mum sending me now?!’, but 
after looking more into the 
Youth MP initiative, I realised 
that it is such a unique op-
portunity that I could not pass 
up,” she said. 

“An opportunity that could 
help me make positive changes 
to our district and express my 
ideas.”

Isabella will attend a two-day 
event at Parliament in Welling-
ton on July 1 and 2, but her full 
tenure will run from April 28 
to August 29.

She told The Profile she was 

looking forward to getting 
around the district, meeting 
other teens, and learning about 
what they believed current and 
future issues or concerns were. 

“I am also very excited to take 
the gathered information down 
to Parliament to share with the 
other elected Youth MPs, and 
see how our districts align,” she 
said.

“During my time in Welling-
ton I plan to embrace all that is 

on offer. I hope to learn some 
new skills and make connec-
tions with like-minded people, 
which in turn will hopefully 
help make a better future for 
our generation.”

On top of being Youth MP, 
Isabella’s schedule is packed. 

She has a role in the Mercury 
Bay Performing Arts’ produc-
tion of Aladdin; she is on the 
school’s Senior A Netball Team, 
the environment team and 

leadership team, and is also a 
Student Volunteer Army am-
bassador.

Not only that, but Isabella 
has two part-time jobs.

But despite a full calendar, 
Isabella says she tries her best 
in each role, and does her bit to 
give back to her district.

“There is so much to love 
about growing up in the Coro-
mandel,” she said. 

“I love going to the beach 

The district’s newest Youth MP Isabella White, with Coromandel MP Scott Simpson.              Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air with my friends, taking my dog 

on runs in a safe community, 
and going on bush walks with 
my family. Due to this, I have 
been raised with a deep con-
nection to our district’s natu-
ral beauty and am aware of the 
unique challenges that we face. 

“This means that I can ac-
knowledge that there are sev-
eral critical issues that are 
shaping the future of our com-
munity. 

“Like many other young Ki-
wis I am majorly concerned by 
how vulnerable our home is to 
climate change, with rising sea 
levels and extreme weather 
events already critically affect-
ing coastal areas. I am current-
ly writing a proposal for my 
school that can help Whitianga 
contribute to a more sustain-
able future, but what about the 
rest of the Coromandel? What 
about the rest of Aotearoa? 
Our economy relies on tourists 
and our unique environment. 
I want future generations to 
have the same opportunities 
that past generations did.”

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son said he was really im-
pressed by Isabella’s “passion, 
work ethic, and desire to make 
a difference in our commu-
nity”.

“Being a Youth MP is a terrif-
ic opportunity to get the pulse 
of the electorate and to raise 
awareness of the issues impor-
tant to youth.”
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

Z242E
42” cut fabricated mower deck, 21.5hp V-Twin
Kawasaki Engine

R 214TC
94cm mulching deck, Hydrostatic Transmission,
V-Twin Husqvarna Series Engine

TS 114
38” cut, Hydrostatic
Transmission, Husqvarna
Series Engine

$5,290

Z242E R 214TC

$8,690$8,990

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

ing conifer project contributes to 
that,” Josh said.

“Wilding pines along the fore-
shore above and below public 
access tracks at the point have 
caused significant damage to the 
reserve during and after extreme 

weather events.”
As high winds and rainfall top-

ple the conifers, the root balls 
expose large holes in the ground, 
damaging cultural significant 
landmarks and infrastructure. 
This results in track closures and 

high levels of financial invest-
ment to reinstate safe visitor ac-
cess and ongoing archaeological 
assessments.

The Opera Point conifer re-
moval project will see two meth-
ods used – what is colloquially 

Wilding conifer control planned for Opera Point
Work to remove hundreds of 

wilding conifers at Coro-
mandel’s Opera Point Reserve, a 
small and picturesque headland 
near the settlement of Whanga-
poua, was set to begin last week.

The Department of Conserva-
tion (DOC) says wilding conifers 
are a pest tree species impacting 
on native bush and coastal en-
vironments, taking water, light 
and air from native plants that 
are home to endemic birds, liz-
ards and bugs. 

The wilding conifers at Opera 
Point were self-seeded, and if left 
uncontrolled, they would even-
tually take over – as they have 
at many locations around New 
Zealand, DOC said.

DOC and Waikato Regional 
Council staff have arranged for 
an experienced and qualified 
local arborist to undertake the 
work.

The project has been made 
possible through funding from 
Waikato Regional Council and is 
supported by the National Wild-
ing Conifer Control Programme 
(NWCCP).

DOC Coromandel senior rang-
er Josh Angell said Opera Point 
was significant to local iwi, and 
was also a popular recreation 
location for the local community 
and visitors.

“We have been in an ongoing 
conversation with iwi and the 
community about enhancing 
the biodiversity at Opera Point 
and working to restore the small 
forest area there – and the wild-

A conifer control programme is planned for Opera Point, near Whangapoua.                     Photo: SUPPLIED/DOC

known as “drill and fill”, with 
small holes to be drilled into 
trees into which herbicide is then 
injected. The trees will be left to 
decay and break down over time. 
This method is used as it causes 
the minimum impact on sur-
rounding native plants. The re-
maining wilding conifers - close 
to historic features and tracks 
and access areas - will be com-
pletely felled using chainsaws 
later this year. The two methods 
are among the accepted good 
practice for wilding conifer re-
moval.

The reserve will stay open dur-
ing the arborists’ work, and peo-
ple visiting are urged to stick to 
the marked tracks. Public access 
will be restricted in some areas 
during and following the opera-
tions, to ensure safety.

The arborists’ work at Opera 
Point was scheduled to start on 
April 16, and is expected to take 
between two and three weeks, 
weather permitting. Once the in-
itial work is completed, the trees’ 
deterioration and decay will be 
monitored.

“Waikato Regional Council is 
responsible for biosecurity and 
protecting special places within 
the region,” regional council sen-
ior biosecurity officer Clark Mc-
Michael said.

“The local residents who enjoy 
the walking tracks and native 
bush at Opera Point want to see 
the native environment protect-
ed and restored – and this pro-
ject will progress that.”
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Come & see us for ride on and push mowersCome & see us for ride on and push mowers

M

M7-2 SERIES
TRACTORS

IN STOCK NOW!

W | CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ

PH | 027 2850349 ANDREW WELCH
NGATEA 07 8677524

Starting at $135,000

Info session for Tairua bridge
A Community information session will 

be held in Tairua later this month to 
update the community on the new Pepe 
Stream bridge, set to be complete in 2027.

The new two-lane bridge will cull queues 
of holiday traffic at the single-lane Pepe 
Stream Bridge, NZ Transport Agency Waka 
Kotahi (NZTA) says, with the replacement 
bridge project now in the procurement 
phase ahead of construction starting late 
next year. 

 “The business case developed by NZTA 
in 2022 along with engagement with iwi 
and stakeholders has determined that the 
preferred option is a two-lane bridge with 
an attached shared walking and cycling 
path to replace the single-lane bridge and a 
separate pedestrian bridge,” NZTA  region-
al manager infrastructure delivery Darryl 
Coalter said. 

 With funding confirmed, the community 
information session was to update the com-
munity and SH25 users on what was ahead, 
he said.  “There is a lot of work ahead to get 
the bridge designed and consented, but the 
countdown is on for construction to start by 
late 2026. All going well NZTA’s target is to 
have traffic on the new bridge by Christmas, 

2027. While NZTA engaged with the com-
munity as part of the business case develop-
ment, we are keen to hear what’s important 
to people who live, work or holiday in the 
area,” Mr Coalter said. 

 The project team will be at the Tairua 
Community Hall on April 30, and people 
can call in any time between 3pm and 6pm. 

 NZTA will be seeking a design and build 
contract and expects to have a contractor in 
place later this year. Construction method-
ology was critical because SH25 needed to 
remain open during the build, NZTA said.

The current bridge crosses a tidal stream 
on SH25 south of the Tairua town centre.

The project is part of a wider bridge pro-
gramme to improve safety, efficiency and 
resilience on the state highway around the 
peninsula. 

 Meanwhile, work will begin later this 
year at the Boundary Creek Bridge on the 
Thames Coast north of Te Mata. Design of 
a new two-lane bridge to replace the single 
lane bridge Ramarama Stream Bridge on 
SH25, just north of Whiritoa, is also under-
way.  
DETAILS: Tairua Community Hall, April 30, call 
in any time between 3pm and 6pm. 

Tairua’s single-lane Pepe 
Stream Bridge. 

Photo: NZTA
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Pink Floyd at Pompeii - MCMLXXII (87 mins) PG. Re-mastered 1972 film with enhanced audio. Set in
the ancient Roman Amphitheater in Pompeii, Italy. Captures a concert without an audience. Two screenings only.
Small Things Like These (98 mins) M. In 1985 devoted father Bill Furlong discovers disturbing
secrets kept by the local convent and uncovers shocking truths of his own.
A Minecraft Movie (101 mins) PG. Garrett, Henry, Natalie and Dawn are struggling with ordinary problems
when they’re suddenly pulled through a mysterious portal into the Overworld: a bizarre, cubic wonderland.
The Penguin Lessons (111 mins) M. Starring Oscar nominee Steve Coogan, this poignant dramedy follows
a man’s personal & political awakening after he adopts a penguin during a cataclysmic period in Argentina.
The Correspondent (119 mins) M. A gripping thriller and a compelling true story. While covering
the news desk in Cairo, an Australian journalist is arrested and accused of terrorism.
Dam Busters (105 mins) G. ANZAC Day special. The story of how the British attacked German
dams in WWII by using an ingenious technique to drop bombs where they would be most effective.
Dog Man (95 mins) G. When a faithful police dog and his police officer owner are injured together on
the job, a harebrained but life-saving surgery fuses the two of them together and Dog Man is born.
Disney’s Snow White (109 mins) PG. A live-action reimagining of the classic 1937 adventure film.
Journeys back to the story with beloved characters Bashful, Doc, Dopey, Grumpy, Happy, Sleepy, and Sneezy.
Tinā (125 mins) M. Story of a Samoan teacher, who struggling after the death of her daughter in the
Christchurch earthquakes, reluctantly takes on the role of substitute teacher at a wealthy private school.

Movies from Thursday 24 April to Wednesday 30 April
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames
WAIHI CRAFT EXPO
FREE ENTRY

Exhibition & Sales
A Variety of Craft Groups In One Location

St John’s Anglican Church Hall, Waihi
(across the road from the pumphouse)
April 26 Sat 9.30am - 3pm
April 27 Sun 11am - 2.30pm

FREE ENTRY FREE ENTRY

Details of where each group meets and how to joinDetails of where each group meets and how to join
will be available at the expowill be available at the expo

FREE ENTRY

Conversations connect creatives

The final Creative Conversa-
tions evening saw artists, 

musicians, thespians, and 
event co-ordinators come to-
gether for a kōrero in Thames 
this month.

Held on April 9 at Bite Cafe, 
the Thames event was the 
final of five, in the first series 
hosted by Creative Coroman-
del throughout the rohe.

Chair Fiona Cameron said 
the events had been “very suc-
cessful” as they moved around 
the Thames-Coromandel.

Speaking to attendees, in-
cluding Thames Music and 
Drama, the Ngākau Carving 
Symposium, Vessel Arts Co-
operative, and St George’s 
Community Choir, Fiona 
commended the community 
groups for their uniqueness 
and their ability to bring peo-
ple together.

“Creative Conversations is 
about connection, collabora-
tion, and community. 

“We want to hear about that 
mahi, and let you know how 
we can support it.

“Thames is a powerhouse 
in the arts for our region, and 
that’s important to recognise 
and something to celebrate,” 
she said.

The night included informa-

Creative Coromandel chair Fiona Cameron addresses the attendees. BELOW: 
Creative Conversations brings together like-minded groups.     Photos: SUPPLIED

tive speeches from the crea-
tive community groups and 
wrapped up with live music 
by duo SaltWood - made up of 
Anna Dunwoodie and Thames-
Coromandel district Mayor 
Len Salt.

DETAILS: For more information 
about the events or Creative Co-
romandel, email info.creativeco-
romandel@gmail.com.

Organist to play at St George’s
The Thames Music Group’s next 
Friday lunchtime series will see 
Alison Shannon, an organist and 
keyboard player from Whanga-
mata, taking the stage to perform 
on the St George’s organ.

Alison’s journey with music 
began in her teens when she was 
drawn to the organ at a church in 
Te Aroha, after years of piano les-
sons. 

Her love for the instrument 
deepened after attending a re-
cital by Dutch organist Bernard 
Bartelink, which inspired her to 
explore the more virtuosic side of 
organ music.

Alison went on to study organ 
with William Whittle, the Director 
of Music at St Peter’s Cathedral in 
Hamilton, and he encouraged Ali-
son to apply to study at Auckland 
University under the guidance of 
baroque specialist Anthony Jen-
nings.

After four years of study and 
performance opportunities, she 
graduated with honours, majoring 
in Organ and Harpsichord Perfor-
mance.

Alison said living in Whanga-
mata on the Eastern Coromandel 
could make access to a classical 
organ a bit challenging, so she 
practiced her keyboard on manual 
parts on the piano at home and 
made use of her time on the organ 
in Waihi or Thames to focus on 
the foot pedals - an essential part 
of the organ that provided a rich 
bass accompaniment and intricate 
pedal solos.

These pedal solos, often show-
casing complex fugue themes, add 
a unique dimension to organ mu-

ENTERTAINMENT

Organist Alison Shannon.     SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

sic and test a musician’s skill.
Alison’s main role in recent 

years has been as an accompanist 
for church services and choirs at

Whangamata Anglican Church 
and St James Union Parish in 
Thames, while also performing as 
a soloist.

For this Friday’s concert, she 
will perform works from compos-
ers spanning the mid-1600s to the

1920s, including JS Bach, Do-
menico Zipoli, Max Reger, and 
Erik Satie.
DETAILS: Thames Music Group’s Free 
Friday Concert series presents Alison 
Shannon, Friday, April 25, at 12.15 
pm, St George’s Church, Thames. 
Free entry, koha/donation gratefully 
accepted.

Charlotte Yates and Show Pony ready to rock at Kauaeranga Hall
Many will remember Charlotte Yates 

from the iconic 1990s New Zealand 
kitsch folk band When the Cat’s Been 
Spayed. 

Since then, besides recording many al-
bums of her own, she’s studied contempo-
rary music technology and composition in 
Australia, produced two Melbourne Fringe 
Arts Festivals, been artist in residence in 
Christchurch and directed and produced 
the critically acclaimed CDs, Baxter, Tu-
whare, Mansfield, and Ihimaera.

Charlotte is joined at Kauaeranga Music’s 
next gig by the multi-instrumentalist Show 
Pony. 

Together they will be performing a two-
set show featuring all songs from Winter’s 
Eye, the latest EP Charlotte has recorded.

“Yates’ fine voice and astute pop song-
writing are more than ably backed up by 

her intuitive guitar work.” - North and 
South Magazine

“Had she been born a few decades later, 
the Kiwi music machine would be all over 
her talent and hooky semi-acoustic songs 
like the proverbial rash?” - Nick Ward, 
Stuff

Winter’s Eye has been co-produced with 
fellow Wellington-based artist, Brooke 
Singer of French for Rabbits. 

Brooke has also contributed synthesiser, 
piano and backing vocal performances on 
the seven-track physical and digital release. 

Several other well-known Wellington 
musicians feature on the EP.
DETAILS: Charlotte Yates + Show Pony, May 
3, 7:30pm at Kauaeranga Hall, Thames. 
Door sales $28; pre-paid $25 txt: 021 912 
993 or kauaerangahallmusic@gmail.com, or 
Garden Music, 712 Pollen St, Thames. Charlotte Yates, right, and Show Pony are set to entertain in Thames.        SUPPLIED
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2014 Nissan Qashqai TS
1.6 Ltr Turbo Diesel, NZ New, T-Bar

Top Spec

$12,990

2013 Toyota Rav-4
Auto, AWD, NZ New, 1 Owner

$17,990

2010 Subaru Legacy
2.5 Ltr Auto, AWD, Alloys

TOP CONDITION

VALUE
$8,990

2014 Ssangyong
Korando Sport

NZ New, AWD, T-Bar, Immac Condition

$14,990

2017 Hyundai Elantra Elite
Auto, 2 Ltr, NZ New, Superb Condition

$13,990

2009 Ford Fiesta
1.4 Ltr Auto, NZ New, Alloys

VALUE
$5,990

2009 Toyota Vellfire
2.4 Ltr Auto, 7 Seat,

Top Spec Model

$13,990

Thames ValleyThames Valley
Club RugbyClub Rugby

SENIOR B

PPPrrreeemier Men - R4 - April 26th

Boyd Park, Te Aroha - 2pm Kick Off

Boyd Park, Te Aroha
12.35pm Kick Off

Woolams Ave, Coromandel
2.00pm Kick Off

Thames Valley Women’s competition
begins Sunday May 4th

The Boom Pit, Whangamata
12.35pm Kick Off
Centennial Park, Paeroa
12.35pm Kick Off

BYE

Kenny St, Waihi - 2pm Kick Off

Centennial Park, Paeroa - 2pm Kick Off

The Boom Pit, Whangamata - 2pm Kick Off

ENTERTAINMENT

Tairua to stage ‘soap opera’
Tickets went on sale on April 17 for the 

Tairua Troubadours’ latest show The 
Four Seasons, which runs for eight perfor-
mances between June 19 and 28 at Tairua 
Community Hall.

Moving through the four seasons, the 
show covers a year in the life of four friends 
reunited in Tairua for the 30th anniversary 
of Tairua High School. 

A spokesperson said the show promises, 
plenty of drama and lots of gossip – the true 
to life stories of small towns everywhere. 
“Only the facts have been changed!”

“It is Coronation Street, Days of our Lives, 
Neighbours and Friends all rolled into one, 
with some catchy musical numbers thrown 
in.” 

The show couldn’t be more community 
based if it tried. 

Written, directed and performed by locals 
who volunteer their time whilst having fun 
raising money, proceeds from ticket and 
raffle sales will benefit local emergency ser-
vices, with previous shows raising around 

$12,000-$15,000 for local causes.
“This production was originally per-

formed in 2006 and weirdly the script still 
applies because the gossip hasn’t changed, 
only the delivery of it,” writer/director, Jen-
nie Turner said.

“The introduction of social media means 
the grapevine is now instant with photos up-
loaded so everyone can see what’s going on.”

The original 2006 script has been tweaked 
to suit the 2025 cast, allowing them to bring 
their own flavour to the characters and 
script. 

For those who like dressing up for the oc-
casion there’s a variety of options to choose 
from. During the show, the audience will at-
tend a school reunion, a country hoedown, 
a Winter ball, a wedding, and a Beach Hop. 
So take your pick and dress for an occasion.
DETAILS: Tickets are $30, available by emailing 
tairuatroubadours@gmail.com. Check out the 
Tairua Troubadours Facebook page for more 
info on dates and times. Evening performances: 
19-21 and 25-28. Matinee: June 22.

The Four Seasons promises “plenty of drama and lots of gossip”.                 Photo: SUPPLIED



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, April 22, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Lest we forget

Shrapnel Gully, Death Gul-
ly and Suicide Gully were 

names of spots near Anzac 
Beach on the Gallipoli Penin-
sula that during World War I 
that would never be forgotten 
by those New Zealanders who 
went through battle there.

But away down at Cape Hel-
les on the end of the Penin-
sula, there was a spot called 
‘The Daisy Patch’, a name that 
one would not associate with 
war. There amongst the green 
grass grew a profusion of daises 
and wildflowers.

On the morning of May 8, 
1915, orders were issued for 
the New Zealand Brigade to 
advance towards the village of 
Krithia. The charge was part 
of the Second Battle of Krithia, 
which had begun two days ear-
lier when the Allies launched 
a series of unsuccessful day-
light assaults on the Ottoman 
trenches. 

Valley boys brave Gallipoli ‘daisy patch’

From left: John Berry, 1915; Robert Thorburn, 1915; and Samuel Lowry, 1916.        Photos: SUPPLIED

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

They suffered heavy loss-
es and were unable to break 
through.

The brigade included the 6th 
Hauraki Regiment, which con-
sisted of Thames Valley boys as 
well as others from all parts of 
New Zealand.

There was bungled staff work 
somewhere which resulted in 
the New Zealanders taking up 
their battle stations during the 
night and being a long way in 
the rear by dawn. This added 
several hundred yards to the 
open ground which had to be 
crossed under fire.

The brigade, who were in the 
centre, moved up along a wind-
ing creek bed just deep enough 
to give shelter. This brought 
them within a couple of hun-
dred yards of the main front 
line which had to be reached 
across country. 

Immediately in front the 
ground sloped away for a little 
distance, then came the field of 
beautiful wild flowers, and then 
a gentle scrub-covered slope 
rising to a crest-line in the mid-
dle distance. Beyond this again 
was Achi Baba, a prominent 
hill, the main position of the 
Turkish defences. The Colonel 
announced: “Well, boys, the 
orders are to go ahead, and we 
have got to carry them out”. 

The responses were not en-
couraging. “What! Are you go-
ing to cross the Daisy Patch? - 
God help you!”

On the signal, every man of 

the first line was over the para-
pet and down the slope, straight 
into a hail of Turkish fire. Rifle-
men and machine gunners hid-
den in the stunted pines on the 
right poured out a hell of fire.

Not a man of the first wave fal-
tered, most of them went down 
but a few crossed the field and in 
the scrub beyond formed some 
sort of a firing line. 

The second wave came on and 
was shot down to the last man. 

A third wave tried to cross, but 
it seemed as though all the Turk-
ish fire was converging on them, 
and the field of daisies was full 
of suffering. Yet men got across 
somehow, dashing a few yards 
from shallow cover to shallow 
cover, crawling inches at a time.
Some three hundred yards had 
been won, and breathless, dis-
organised, and exhausted, the 
attack rested for the time being.

Another attack was ordered 
and at five o’clock the whole line 
from sea to sea swept forward. 
The ships at sea and every gun 
were firing rapidly. It seemed as 
though the Turks must surely 
have been blasted from the se-
cure positions. But scarcely had 
the line of bayonets moved out 
when the hellish machine-gun 
fire burst out in greater fury. 

Death fell everywhere. 
The line went on for a hun-

dred yards, then another hun-
dred as little knots of desperate 
men crawled further. The survi-
vors scraped out little hollows 
and lay still till nightfall.

The New Zealand infantry suf-
fered hundreds of casualties and 
achieved nothing. Whole lines 
of men had been mown down by 
volleys of machine gun fire. By 
the evening, the Allies had 6500 
men killed or wounded and had 

advanced just 500m. The Auck-
land Battalion was no longer an 
effective fighting unit and was 
withdrawn during the night.

Samuel Lowry of Hikutaia 
was at the Daisy Patch. He was 
the first to enlist in the Hikutaia 
district when he was 34. He had 
been a member of the old Vic-
toria Rifles, Auckland, a volun-
tary, part-time military organi-
sation that provided the bulk of 
New Zealand’s defence during 
the late 19th century. 

In 1901, the Irishman had im-
migrated to New Zealand with 
his family who farmed at Hi-
kutaia. Samuel, who was single, 
worked as a bushman. 

He joined the Auckland Infan-
try Battalion as a Private, leav-
ing Auckland after his initial 
training, bound for Suez where 
he arrived in December, 1914. 
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Lest we forget

STM Roofing and Scaffolding has installed a roof metal sheet 
art installation at the entrance to their yard at 209A Ngati Maru 

Highway to honour Anzac Day. The artwork was collectively crafted 
by STM Roofing and Scaffolding workers, led by Shaun Mason.

Just five months later, Samuel 
was killed in action at Gallipoli 
on May 8, 1915. His memo-
rial is at the Twelve Tree Copse 
(NZ) Memorial Cemetery at 
Helles in Turkey.

John Berry, 23, the third 
son of 11 children, of Komata 
North, Paeroa, was wounded 
at the Daisy Patch and inva-
lided home. He had come to 
New Zealand with his family 
from Lancashire in 1907 when 
he was 15. Five months after 
being wounded, he returned to 
Gallipoli but by early 1916 was 
dangerously ill with an intesti-
nal infection at Cairo. 

His father was a monumen-
tal mason who worked on most 
of Auckland’s notable build-
ings, including the War Memo-
rial Museum which was built 
by subscriptions raised in re-
membrance of the war dead.

John survived the war, mar-
rying twice, raising a family 
and dying in Brisbane at the 
age of 79.

Nineteen-year-old Robert 
Thorburn, a bushman of Waihī, 
survived the Daisy Patch and 
when he returned to New Zea-
land in September, 1915, was 
interviewed from his hospital 
ship’s bed. He described how, 
when he was within 300 to 400 
yards of the enemy’s trenches, 
he was struck by shrapnel. 

The flying metal broke one 
of his legs in four places, and 
inflicted a number of wounds. 

“I knew that if I stayed there 
I would soon stop a few more,” 
he said, “so I crawled and 
rolled back to where there was 
a trench and got into that.

“Later the stretcher-bearers 
found me”. His leg was set two 
or three times, and was now 
two inches shorter than the 
other. He was doubtful it could 
be saved and he would be per-
manently disabled, but he ap-
peared to regard the prospect 
quite cheerfully. Robert mar-
ried and had a family, dying in 
Auckland at the age of 70.

After the Krithia fiasco, the 
devastated New Zealand Infan-
try Brigade was taken out of the 
front line and went into reserve 
at Helles. In the aftermath, 
many New Zealand soldiers felt 
that the British officers were 
too single-minded and did not 
allow for the difficult condi-
tions they faced on Gallipoli. 

It seemed that as far as most 
British officers were concerned, 
‘orders were orders’, despite 
the cost.

A few days after the slaughter 
on the Daisy Patch, the Ohine-
muri Gazette said: “It is very 

gratifying to note the spirit with 
which the manhood of this dis-
trict are responding to ‘The Call’ 
and there is no doubt they are 
determined to avenge the cow-
ardly murder of innocents and 
other atrocities, and also to 
uphold the prestige of the 6th 
Hauraki Regiment now fight-
ing with magnificent valour 
at the Front”. 

The district had by then 
sent close to 700 men to war 
and now 93 more men had 
enlisted. They were to take 
a special train from Auck-
land to Wellington and when 
the first men on the list parad-
ed on the Paeroa railway plat-
form local residents gave them 
a hearty send-off.

At Cape Helles a few short 
weeks after May 8, amongst 
the green grass, the daises were 
growing still but amid them 
now were patches of brown 
earth and small wooden cross-
es.

A soldier pays his respects at the grave of a colleague near Cape Helles. 
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Kaihere service to also honour locals
Three new names are set to 

be unveiled on Kaihere’s 
community memorial wall as 
part of the rural Hauraki Plains 
town’s Anzac Day commemora-
tions. 

The memorial wall, which 
was dedicated in April, 2006, 
sits outside the Kaihere Com-
munity Hall. Its purpose is to 
acknowledge and remember 
departed residents of Kaihere. 

Alongside it are the town’s 
original war memorial - a stone 

cairn from the 1920s bearing 
the names of two locals who 
lost their lives in World War I 
- and a second cairn honouring 
the fallen men of World War II. 

Kaihere Hall and Community 
Society committee member 
Lorraine Williams said the 
locals were proud of their com-
munity camaraderie, and the 
annual Anzac Day commemo-
rations and additions to the 
memorial wall were a key part 
of that. “We’ve had Anzac ser-
vices here at Kaihere for many, 
many years, originally shared 

year by year with the Pātetonga 
community,” she said. 

“We have our local school 
students from the Kaihere 
school usually say or do some-
thing… We in Kaihere are very 
proud of our hall, pavilion, me-
morial wall and school.”

One of the three people to be 
commemorated on the memo-
rial wall this year is a long-time 
local who spent his childhood 
and early years in Kaihere, and 
requested shortly before his 
death last year to be added to 
the wall, Lorraine said. 

The other two names belong 
to a former headmaster and 
his wife, who spent a decade 
dedicated to the community’s 
school, church and other 
groups. 

The committee did not wish 
the names to be published. 
DETAILS: Kaihere Anzac Day ser-
vice and memorial wall unveiling, 
April 25, 9.30am at Kaihere Com-
munity Hall, followed by tea, cof-
fee and Anzac biscuits. 

Outside Kaihere Community Hall sit the town’s memorials, remembering locals both military and civilian.                               Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Anzac services
Anzac Day Commemorations will 
take place on April 25 in the follow-
ing towns:
KAIAUA: 7am Service at Ru-
aoneone, Urupā, F Lowry Rd, 
Whakatīwai.
KAIHERE/ PĀTETONGA: 9.30am 
service at Kaihere Hall.
KEREPĒHI: 6am Dawn Service and 
Parade (5.30am muster for parade) 
at Kerepēhi War Memorial Hall.
NGATEA: 6am Dawn Service at 
Hauraki Plains College; 11am Pa-
rade from Hauraki RSA through 
Hugh Hayward Domain; 11.30am 
Civic Service at Ngatea War Memo-
rial Hall.
PAEROA: 6am Dawn Service at the 
Primrose Hill cenotaph; 9.15am 
Civic Service at Paeroa War Memo-
rial Hall.
WAIHĪ: 6am Dawn Service at Waihī 
RSA; 8am Wreath Laying at Waihī 
Cemetery; 9am Tunnelling Com-
pany Service at Gilmour Reserve; 
11am Civic Service at Waihī War 
Memorial Hall.
THAMES: 5.45am Dawn Parade 
from Sealey St (outside BNZ), along 
Pollen St, turn left into Mary St to 
Thames War Memorial Civic Centre 
for 6am Dawn Service, followed by 
breakfast at the Thames Bowling 
Club, Mackay St, at 9.45am.
Civic Parade from Sealey St (outside 
BNZ), along Pollen St, turn left into 
Mary St to Thames War Memorial 
Civic Centre for a 10am Civic Ser-
vice followed by refreshments at 
the Thames Bowling Club, Mackay 
St.
TAPU: Tapu Hall and Tapu Vol-
unteer Fire Brigade Anzac com-
memorations - meet at 6am at the 
fire station for a march to the War 
Memorial at the hall, where there 
will be a dawn service and wreath 
laying. Everyone is then invited to 
come into the hall for a “soldiers’ 
breakfast”. 

314 Pollen St, Thames

haurakityres@xtra.co.nz

07 868 8182

308 Pollen St
Thames

admin@readbros.co.nz
readbros.co.nz
868 6608

The BowlaThe BowlaThe BowlaThe Bowla
407 COURT STREET THAMES

07 868 6107 
LEAVE A MESSAGE

OR EMAIL   
thamesbowls@gmail.com

Thames Bowling Club

07 862 6959
61 Belmont Road

Paeroa

0800 4 EFFLUENT
 www.williamseffluent.co.nz 

Investment Advice
and Wealth  

Management Services

(07) 577 5725 | 021 825 504
forsythbarr.co.nz

0800 10 87 27  
hgleach.co.nz

Valley Toyota 
Thames

valley.toyota.co.nz 
868 8950

07 862 8775
10 Taylor Ave, Paeroa

nick@buildlinkpaeroa.co.nz

www.buildlinkpaeroa.com

Paeroa

HOUSEWASH
SOFT WASH the exterior of 

your house, roof or patios, 

fences and driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment and 

water blasting for 25 years.

Also exterior windows cleaned.

Call 0800 737 777 or phone 

Andy direct on 027 313 4386

atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

Ph : 021 618179
sarah@thdt.co.nz
www.thdt.co.nz 

07 214 7208
paeroa@flooringdesign.co.nz
33 Belmont Rd

Paeroa
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Lest we forget
Reflections and memories of Anzac Day

Sisters Christine Bougher and 
Margaret Tummon
Christine and Margaret re-
flected on what Anzac meant 
to their family as their father 
served in Egypt.

The sisters both said Anzac 
Day was special to them. 

“We grew up 
with it being spe-
cial.”

Christine said: 
“It means a lot 
because we’ve 
always gone to 
[the] dawn ser-
vice. I always go 
to the dawn one 
down here at the 
[Waihī] RSA, and 
I always go to the 
lovely one at 11 o’clock in the 
park with the animals and the 
horses. My sister [Margaret] is 
here this year to enjoy it. 

“We go up to my father’s and 
mother”s grave to put the pop-
pies on. We’re going up tomor-
row to do that.”

Christine said: “He [dad] 
served in Egypt. We were born 
after he came back. Two of 
the sisters were born before 
he went, one of my sisters… 

was four [years old] the day he 
came home. She was born two 
days after he left for war. So 
that was Irene, and that means 
peace.

“So yes it means a lot to 
us because, you know, mum 
always said dad didn’t come 

back the same 
man.”

Margaret said: 
“500 people came 
to his funeral… 
The suburb we 
lived in was the 
biggest in the 
country, Mount 
Roskill. And 
mum’s cousin 
wanted to do the 
funeral in a little 

church so there [were] hun-
dreds of people outside the 
door. 

“It was a fine day, and men 
must have stopped all the traf-
fic because we had [a] police 
escort all the way to the grave-
yard, it was like being royalty. 
He was so loved”.
Guy and John Trowbridge, of 
Auckland
Guy said Anzac was a time of 
remembrance. 

Clockwise from top left: Sisters Christine Bougher and Margaret Tummon; Guy and John Trowbridge; Avlon Paul, 
Faizon and Te Atarangi, Eddie Morrow.                 Photo: SUPPLIED
“My Grandad was in a prisoner 
of war camp so I guess a time 
of reflection, and thinking 
about him. We often get up for 
the dawn service and pay trib-
ute,” he said.
Meanwhile John, 9, said it was 
“a time for mourning people 
who died in war”.
Eddie Morrow of Waihī Beach, 
who works in Waihī
“I think Anzac certainly is… 

a point in time and we know 
every year it’s the opportunity 
to actually stop and remember 
a really significant event for 
particularly the people that 
served in that war, and went 
and fought for us,” Eddie said. 

“And I know also from an 
Anzac perspective, I think it 
strengthens the relationship 
we have with our Australian 
colleagues.”

He said it was a “really im-
portant day just to stop and 
actually take time to reflect on 
that”.
Avlon Paul, 19, of Waihī with 
nephew Faizon, 8, and niece Te 
Atarangi, 10, from Auckland
For Avlon, Anzac is “getting 
together and celebrating those 
who passed from the war and 
just celebrating with every-
body”.

Anzac Day commemorations will be hosted 
across Hauraki-Coromandel on April 25 for 

people to gather and remember together. 
Valley Profile reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA 

spoke to people in Waihī and gathered 
reflections, memories and stories of what Anzac 

Day means to them.

“It means a lot 
to us because, 

you know, mum 
always said dad 
didn’t come back 
the same man.”

- Christine Bougher

94.0FM  
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911 Queen St, 
Thames 3500
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E-mail:thames.panel@xtra.co.nz

Progressive Housemovers
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sales@phm.co.nz
5 & 40 Kohunui St, Ngatea

WWW.PROGRESSIVEHOUSEMOVERS.CO.NZ

“Create the future, 
one act of kindness 
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72 Link Road, RD 1,

Hot Water Beach,

Whitianga 3591
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Waihi 
07 863 8084
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Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

builder

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arboristarborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician electrician

civil construction
QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 

Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Make your home 
pet friendly

40%
off*

Custom Fabrics
217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

off*

*T&Cs apply. See instore or online for full details.

curtains

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Thames Hire Centre is a one-stop shop 
for trailer and equipment rentals in the 

Hauraki-Coromandel region. Owner Perrin 
Newland has the community covered for all 
access, concrete, cleaning, and renovation 
equipment, building tools, generators, exca-
vators and of course trailers.

“We cater for the smaller commercial hire 
and DIY sort of people,” he said.

Perrin has been operating the business 
for five years with help from his wife Nata-
sha, and is focussed on delivering good cus-
tomer service and building a good reputa-

tion, he said.
Visit thameshire.co.nz to see what equip-

ment is on offer, including the latest fea-
tured item, a charcoal roasting spit, or pop 
in to the centre and chat to Perrin.

“We’re open from 7am to 5pm during the 
weekdays and 7am to 12 on Saturdays. 

“We offer a weekend deal where you can 
hire something at a day rate for the whole 
weekend,” he said.
CONTACT: Thames Hire Centre, Jellicoe 
Crescent, Website: thameshire.co.nz, Email: 
hire@thameshire.co.nz, Ph 07 868 9350.

Excellent service at hire centre
Perrin Newland of Thames Hire Centre is ready to help find project solutions.    Photo: NIKKI SANDERS
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scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182
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waste removal

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week and 
one of our professional reporters 

will write a story about your 
business at no extra cost.
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24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing

Property Maintenance
One Stop Shop

Ph. Shane 027 480 5586
No Silly Prices.

• Carpentry
• Plastering
• Painting
• Tiling
• Gardening

30
yrs
exp

property maintenance

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring
Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser Advocating for community 
funding pays off in Hauraki
A February report to the Hauraki 

District Council Community Part-
nership Committee shows more than 
$400,000 in funding has been success-
fully secured by community groups in 
conjuction with support from the coun-
cil’s community advocacy officer, and the 
figure keeps growing.

“It’s incredible to see the results that 
are coming through when community 
groups work closely with council’s advo-
cacy officer,” Mayor Toby Adams said.

“We know it’s disappointing when 
council sometimes has to say no to fund-
ing applications that come to us directly. 
Balancing rates affordability with com-
munity needs means we can’t do it all. 

“We really want to stress that there are 
many funding streams out there and the 
council advocacy officer can help identify 
them and guide the process,” he said. 

“So we want to hear from you.”
One such group that didn’t hesitate 

to get in touch was the Paeroa Bowling 
Club, which is now the proud recipient 
of a boundary fence and additional sets 
of bowls specifically for community use, 
thanks to working closely with council.

The partnership between the advocacy 
officer and the bowling club involved 
a clear, strategic approach to funding 
applications, including prioritising the 
goals of different funders, reviewing ap-
plication timelines, and co-ordinating 

a plan. And not giving up when there 
were setbacks.

“Persistence and planning is key - 
every community group should have 
council’s advocacy officer’s contact de-
tails on speed dial,” Mayor Toby said.

“You never know where it might 
lead.”

This year the community advocacy 
officer will be holding free funding 
workshops on a variety of topics around 
the fundamentals of grant applications, 
fundraising and much more.

These will be held at the Hauraki Dis-
trict Council Office in Paeroa. 
DETAILS: To register your interest for the 
workshops or to discuss funding a particu-
lar project, please get in touch via email to 
the council advocacy officer at info@hau-
raki-dc.govt.com, or by calling council on 
0800 734 834 (in district) or 07 862 8609.

Paeroa Bowling Club’s new fence.         SUPPLIED



TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Storage

Public Notice Public Notice
THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Situations Vacant

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday
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Due to a new project within the local Waikato 
region Fire Protection Contractors are currently 
seeking expressions of interest for new roles open 
now in the projects team, offering competitive 
remuneration based on skills and experience.

30 weeks of work, Monday – Friday for the 
following roles:

• Pipe/Sprinkler Fitters
• Trade Assistant/Labourers

 
If one of these roles is of interest to you and you 
are a self-motivated person, have outstanding 
communication and trade industry experience/
skills, please drop your CV into the office 

or email to admin@fpcglobal.co.nz

Death Notice

Church Notices

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 021 
060 7659

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

For Sale

Hay
HAY FOR SALE: 
conventional bales, this 
season, shed stored: 
$12 per bale. Good 
quality meadow hay, 
suitable for horses. 
Pick up Puriri, Ph 
0211454735.

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Handyman 

Trades
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Builder

Painters
Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Painter available now, 
experienced in interior 
and exterior work. Ph 
0272142442

Pets
Volunteers
Required

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Storage
Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Home 
Maintenance

‘SHE SORTS IT’ 
From Mess to Impress: 
Gardening, home 
cleaning, painting, 
declutter, odd jobs, 
deceased estates. 
Creating Beautiful, 
Organised, Serene 
Spaces. Qualified and 
experienced 
horticulturist. 
Ready to Present to 
market or event!
Contact Pippa or Gin 
Ph 027 747 7000

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395
Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

BURROWS 
ROOF CLEANING

For moss, mould etc
Get your gutters 

cleaned before winter
from $100

Ph Murray: 027 449 5985

JOHNSON, 
Jennifer Wendy Anne 
(Jenny) (nee Larking):
Unexpectedly at Tauranga 
Hospital, with family at her 
side, on 13th April, 2025. 
Dearly loved wife and best 
friend of Wayne for 52 
years. Adored Mum of Nigel, 
Amanda and Grant Daly, and 
precious Nan of Olivia and 
Rocco.
Honouring Jenny’s wishes 
a private family service has 
been held.

MOTORBIKE MECHANIC REQUIRED
Full time.

Some experience with farm bike servicing 
will be an advantage. 

Full training will be given to the right person.
Phone, text, email or drop in.

Miles - 027 227 1121 - miles@hpmotors.co.nz
1 Pipiroa Rd, Ngatea

Paeroa Croquet Club
A G M

To be held at the 
Clubrooms on Tuesday 
13 May 2025 at 10 am.

Enquiries to 
027 863 6331 

SPORTS
Community spirit in full swing
In early December, 2024, 

the Karl Davis Team of Bay-
leys Ngatea hosted its annual 
charity golf day at the Manga-
tarata Golf Course, a “calen-
dar highlight” that combined 
community, competition, and 
a cause close to home.

On April 16, a donation of 
$12,690 was made to Thames 
Cancer Support, a local or-
ganisation doing vital work to 
support individuals and fami-
lies facing cancer. 

Karl said he was “honoured 
and proud” to visit the organi-
sation to personally hand over 
the donation, which would go 
toward food and petrol vouch-
ers, counselling, and massage 
therapy.

“With the remarkable sup-
port of Peter Kelly - auction-
eer extraordinaire - the day 
was not only a fantastic expe-

The annual charity golf day at the Mangatarata Golf Course raised $12,690 for Thames Cancer Support.     SUPPLIED

GOLF

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz Chris’ Quiz

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Parminter
1. What does ANZAC stand for?
2. Which singer last week made headlines 
by becoming a member of the first female-
only crew to enter space in 60 years?
3. True or False: the parents of The Simpsons 
creator Matt Groening are named Homer 
and Marge?
4. Which film released in 2025 was filmed 
predominantly in New Zealand? a) A Mi-
necraft Movie, b) Disney’s Snow White, or 
c) Dog Man?
5. The airline with the abbreviation JAL is 
the national airline of which country?
6. What is the alternative name for State 
Highway 43, which passes through the 
township of Whangamomona?
7. The South Island township of Renwick, 
population 2650 in 2024, is close to which 
other centre? a) Blenheim, b) Christchurch, 
or c) Dunedin?
8. Waldi the dachshund was the first Olym-
pic mascot. For which Olympic Games did 
he appear? a) 1932 Los Angeles, b) 1952 
Oslo or c) 1972 Munich?
9. The medical drug epinephrine is identi-
cal to which hormone in the human body, 
involved in the flight, fight or freeze re-
sponse?
10. The battle of Chunuk Bair occurred in 
which modern day country?

ANSWERS: 1. Australian and New Zealand Army 
Corps; 2. Katy Perry; 3. True; 4. a) A Minecraft 
Movie; 5. Japan; 6. The Forgotten World 
Highway; 7. a) Blenheim; 8. c) 1972 Munich; 9. 
Adrenaline; 10. Turkiye. 

rience for everyone involved 
but also a meaningful one,” 
Karl said.

“Over the years, this 
event has raised more than 
$215,000, with funds dis-
tributed between the local 
community, and the Bayleys 
Foundation’s elite partners: 
Cure Kids NZ, Live Ocean, 

and The Prince’s Trust.
“A heartfelt thank you goes 

out to every person and busi-
ness who supports this event 
- whether by entering a team, 
donating a prize, or bidding 
on auction items. 

“Special mention must be 
made of the popular ‘burger 
bar’ on the course, which kept 

players energised from the 
first tee to the final putt, and 
the wonderful meal at the end 
of the day.

“Every swing, every bid, 
every moment on the course 
contributes to something big-
ger,” he said.

“And it’s making a lasting 
difference in our community.”

Paeroa SPCA Op Shop 
needs volunteers. 

Time and days to suit you. 
Call Lisa on 021 075 

8143 or 07 444 0019 or 
come in to the shop
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Space, 4 Tennyson, 9 Earwig, 14 Solve, 15 Wet behind the ears, 17 Catch, 18 Asp, 19 Vinegar,
20 Limousine, 21 Action, 24 Flyweight, 25 Uneasy, 26 Weevil, 29 Standstill, 31 Elk, 32 Warmth, 33 Drop,
35 Eye, 37 Suds, 39 Eventuate, 40 Dandelion, 41 Purse, 42 Underdog, 47 Pathetic, 51 Loose, 55 Coastline,
56 Tarantula, 58 Bolt, 59 Ash, 60 Rapt, 61 Minion, 62 Nag, 63 Translated, 66 Sandal, 67 Mosaic,
69 Entourage, 72 Sacked, 73 Falsehood, 75 Veteran, 77 Pew, 80 Noted, 81 Champing at the bit, 82 Early,
83 Remedy, 84 Payments, 85 Stunt.

DOWN: 2 President, 3 Cable, 5 Etna, 6 Nothing, 7 Step on the gas, 8 Nears, 9 Essence, 10 Race, 11 Intact,
12 Clean, 13 Helpful, 14 Shrivel, 16 Heavy as lead, 22 Beside, 23 Astride, 24 Finesse, 25 Upkeep,
27 Verdict, 28 Stanza, 30 Late, 32 Weird, 34 Panic, 36 Mesh, 38 Urn, 42 Ulcer, 43 Deadpan, 44 Rate,
45 Origin, 46 Woman, 48 Transparent, 49 Embrace, 50 Ill, 51 Lexicon, 52 Ethnic, 53 Trigger-happy,
54 Knot, 57 Uranus, 64 Education, 65 Balcony, 66 Snippet, 68 Anarchy, 70 Trounce, 71 Mettle, 72 Swore,
74 Swamp, 76 Erect, 78 Adze, 79 Pact.

ACROSS
1 Talk over (7)
4 Judge (10)
9 Make ready (7)
13 Civil disorder (4)
14 Edible fish (6)
15 Make certain of (6)
16 Distinguished
musician (7)
19 Facts and figures
(10)
20 Sicken (8)
21 Slightly drunk (5)
24 Unlike anything
else (6)
25 Complete void (6)
27 Passed (9)
32 Entrust a task to
another person (8)
33 Paltry (6)
34 Stir up (7)
38 Fearless (8)
39 Enter (2,4)
40 Superstar (4)
41 Spiral curve (5)
42 Drugged (5)
45 Same-size replica
(4-5,5)
52 Different, separate
(5)
55 Dark porter (5)
56 Sensed (4)
57 Sharp-tasting (6)
58 Coffee drug (8)
61 Seaside (anag)(7)
62 Linked up (6)
63 Surreptitious (8)
66 Gut (9)
68 Complained (6)
69 Pretending (6)

73 Skiing slope (5)
74 Club (8)
76 Giving pleasure or
satisfaction (10)
81 Seer (7)
82 Group of six (6)
83 Window shade (6)
84 Gratis (4)
85 Title (7)
86 Marginal (10)
87 Comes about (7)

DOWN
1 Tapered tucks (5)
2 Fitful (8)
3 Featherbrained (6)
4 Ape (5)
5 Vanished (4)
6 Breastbone (7)
7 Save from danger (6)
8 Short (5)
10 Harvest (4)
11 Hobby (7)
12 Least common (6)
17 Carved bust on a
boat (10)
18 Grim, desolate (5)
22 Many (8)
23 Tropical fruit (5)
24 Not tested (7)
26 Absent (4)
28 Reeling sensation
(7)
29 Alleviation (6)
30 Sweet-talk (6)
31 Long narrow band
(6)
33 Craze (5)
35 Robbery (5)
36 Discontinue (4)

37 Small sheltered
bay (4)
43 Equip (6)
44 Give the slip (5)
46 Utilises (4)
47 Disappointment (7)
48 Cash in (anag)(6)
49 Scottish estate
owner (5)
50 Principal support (8)
51 Legally accountable
(6)
52 Ad lib (3,3,4)
53 Inheritor (4)
54 Staggering along
(7)
59 Possession (5)
60 Surrender up (4)
64 Play for time (5)
65 Ornamental wire
work (8)
67 Jotter (7)
68 Computer screen
(7)
70 Make a hole in (6)
71 Tried out (6)
72 Strong bad smell
(6)
75 Because of (3,2)
77 Scope (5)
78 Estimate (5)
79 Blood vessel (4)
80 Indian garment (4)
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Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz
THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Features
• 17" Alloy Wheels
• 81.4kWh Li-ion Battery
• 605km Driving Range (WLTP)^
• Power & Torque: 150kW / 283Nm
• DC Fast Charger up to 128kW
• Flush Manual Door Handles
• Gloss Black Roof Rails
• 6 Speaker Sound System
• Blindspot Collision Avoidance Assist
• LED Headlights & Daytime Running Lights
• 12.3” Full Digital Instrument Cluster

• 12.3” Satellite Navigation
• Forward Collision-Avoidance Assist 2.0
• Highway Driving Assist 2.0
• Kia Connect + OTA Software Updates
• Interior V2L Outlet + Exterior V2L Adaptor
• Dual Zone Climate Control
• Smart Key & Interior Start/Stop Button
• 1,000kg Braked Towing Capacity
• Rear View Camera with Front & Rear
Parking Sensors

Kia EV3
Light 2WD Long Range

MRP

$ 62,220Incl. GST
+ORC*

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. ^World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP) combined 쏾gure. Actual results achieved will differ according to operating conditions and driving
style. The Kia 7 Year Warranty Programme applies to all new Kia EV3 purchased from 1st April 2025, and runs for 7 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs 쏾rst). The Kia 8 Year High
Voltage Battery Warranty Programme runs for 8 years or up to 160,000 kms (whichever occurs 쏾rst). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz
for full details.

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

High Voltage Drive
Battery Warranty

(OR UP TO 160,000 KMS)

8 YEAR Free Kia Connect
& OTA Updates

QUALITY REDEFINED

Factory
Warranty

Test Drives
available now!

Up tttooo 66600km range!
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

OPENHOME

Pauanui 896AHikuaiSettlementRoad

10.9ha 3 2 3
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 1May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmSun27Apr
PippaJackson0277477000
pippa.jackson@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Nomorehorsingaround– 10.96haofopportunity!
Callingdevelopers, retiring farmers, andupscaling lifestylers—thisexpansivepropertyoffers space,privacy, and
potential, justminutes fromthebeach.Enjoyseaandbushviews fromthesubstantialMediterranean-stylehome. It’s
livableas isbutoffersexciting renovationpotential tocreateyourdreamoasis. Theelevatedsite featuresgrazing,
spring-fed troughs,nativebush,beehives, andthrivingexotic fruit trees,perfect for sustainable living.Theproperty is
equippedwithaccess tracks,ninebayshedding,anequestrianarena, andstockyards.Plus, recreational activitiesand
keyamenitiesare justmomentsaway.

Theownersarecommitted toselling—don’tmiss theopportunity!

bayleys.co.nz/2180773

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaiaua 10RuaOnePlace

1,557sqm 3 3
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Thu 1May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12-12.30pmMon21Apr
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Beachfrontbrilliance
Anchoredat thewater’sedgeonano-exit road, thiselevated 1,557sqm(moreor less)beachfronthomecommands
breathtakingviewsover theFirthofThames to theCoromandelandHunuaRanges.Designed for strengthand
longevity, the three-bedroom, three-ensuite+ toilethomefeaturesanupstairskitchen,downstairskitchenette, and
enduringmaterials.Expansivewindowscaptureuninterruptedoceanvistas.Arimubenchtopanchors thekitchen,
blending functionandwarmth.Solidconcreteblockwallsandsubstantial retainingensuredurability,whilenative rimu
andcedaraddcharacter.Adumbwaiterconnects spacesseamlessly.ADolomite filtrationsystemand75,000Lwater
storageenhancepractic

bayleys.co.nz/2630046
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RECEIVERSHIPSALE

Paeroa 20approxRyallRoad

6.3899ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Thu 1May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View2-2.30pmSun27Apr
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Receivershipsale -Bare land, freedomtocreate
WakeuptocountrysidecharmwithpanoramicKaimaiviewsonthis6.3ha(moreor less)north-facingblock. Justa
shortdrive to town, it's free fromcovenantsand full ofpotential—ideal fora tinyhome,newshedding,orweekend
retreat.With flat land, richsoil, andquality fencing, it's ready for livestock,horses,or small-scale farming.Outdoor
loverswill enjoynearbyKarangahakeGorge,HaurakiRail Trail, andCoromandel fishing.Under 105kmtoManukau,
withschools likePaeroaCollegenearby.Aperfectmixofpeace, space, andpossibility—call today toview!

bayleys.co.nz/2630070
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RECEIVERSHIPSALE

Paeroa 162RotokuhuRoad

103.27ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Thu 1May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed23Apr&Wed30Apr
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Receivershipsale– 103hadairy in theheartofHauraki
Opportunity tosecurea 103.27ha(STS)dairy farm in theHaurakiDistrict, offeredunder receivership.Spreadover
three titles, it features flat, fertile land,efficient layout, andstrong infrastructure. Includesa40-asideherringbonedairy
shed,4-baycalf shed,haybarn, andKliptankeffluent systemwith irrigators.Twohomesoffercomfortable living for
ownersor staff.Waterviabores,withcouncil connectionoption. Just3kmfromPaeroaandclose tokeycentres, this
easy-tomanage farmcombinesproductivity, simplicity, and lifestyle—ideal for farmersor investors.

bayleys.co.nz/2630069
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RECEIVERSHIPSALE

Paeroa 202RotokuhuRoad

84.19ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Thu 1May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12-1pmWed23Apr&Wed30Apr
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Receivershipopportunity -84ha flatandfertile
Receivershipsale,84ha(STS)productivedairy farm inHaurakiDistrict, ideal for first-timebuyersorportfolio
expansion.Features flat, fertile land,provenproduction, andefficient layoutwithcentral race. Includes20-aside
herringboneshed,2-baycalf shed,haybarns, anda900,000LKliptankwith irrigatorcovering39ha.Watervia two
bores,withcouncil supplyoption.Comfortable 177sqm1970shomewithmodernamenities. Just5kmfromPaeroa,
witheasyaccess toAuckland,Hamilton, and local recreation.Asmart, reliable farming investment.

bayleys.co.nz/2630068
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NEWLISTING

Coromandel 110KapangaRoad

285sqm 210sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu22May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Tidy, tenantedandtimeless
• AboveminimumIEPrating
• Tenantedtoapopular retailer
• Excellent streetpresencewithdualaccess

Thesingle-levelbuilding includesanopen-plan interiorwithpolishedconcrete floorsand full-widthglazing,providing
natural lightandstrongstreetappeal.Dualaccess fromKapangaRoadandasealed rear lanesupportseasydeliveries
andstaff entry.Asmall rearyardaddsutility.Offeredasastandalone freehold titlewithnobodycorporate, this isa low
maintenance,manageableoption for first-timeormum-and-dad investors.

bayleys.co.nz/2201790

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Whitianga 17TheEsplanade

1,088sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu22May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
BelindaSammons0272727728
belinda.sammons@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Front row, future-ready
• Blankcanvasoffersoptions.
• Waterfrontzoningallows formixed-usedevelopment.
• Holdorbuild thechoice isyours.

AprimesliceofWhitianga's tightlyheldwaterfront isnowavailable tovisionary landbankers,developers,orowner-
occupiers.Positioneddirectlyacross fromthebeachwithuninterruptedviewsoverMercuryBay, this 1,088sqm(more
or less) flat freeholdsectionoffersoneof the town’s rarestmixed-usezonedopportunities.

Buildnoworhold for the future, this isaonce-in-a-generationchance to invest inastandoutcoastalposition.

bayleys.co.nz/2201832
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NEWLISTING

Whitianga 58KupeDrive

986sqm 322sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu22May2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Educated investmentchoice
• Reliable tenant returning$91.950pa+GSTandoutgoings
• Purposebuilt in2008toahighstandard
• Onetenantensureseaseof investment

The two-storeybuildingsitsona986sqm(moreor less) freeholdsitewithexcellentvisibility,dual access, and
proximity to the towncentre.Witha reliable tenant inplace, a strong leasestructure, anda future-facing location, this
propertyoffers investorsasolid incomestreaminanassetclass seldombrought tomarket.Opportunitiesof this
natureare rare inWhitianga—secureyourposition in thishigh-growthcoastal setting.

bayleys.co.nz/2201770

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Thames 62KopuRoad

759sqm 308sqm 10
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Thu 15May2025
459PollenStreet,Thames
Viewbyappointment
GeoffGraham021 733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Deceasedestate– Industrial
Youropportunity toacquireanaffordable, tidy industrialpropertycomprisingwarehouse,officeandself-contained
caretakeraccommodationpositioned in theheartofKopu industrialprecinct. Includesa 162sqm(approximately)
warehouse linkedto 146sqm(approximately)office/caretakeraccommodationsituatedona759sqm
(approximately) industrial zonedsitewithsecureelectricgatedentryand fully sealedcarparkingarea.Opportunity to
secureavacant strategically locatedpropertyclose to thenewKopuMarinePrecinctandwithina tightlyheld
industrial areaclose toThames township.

Call nowforanappointment toview.

bayleys.co.nz/2180769
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Mangatarata 3815StateHighway2

PricebyNegotiation
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Café+highway=opportunity
• Businessonly
• Popularcaféwith ruraloutlook locatedonStateHighway2
• Opportunity to increase revenue

Thiswell-establishedcafécombinesa relaxedrural settingwithstrongcustomerdemandfromlocalsandpassing
traffic.Withasolid reputationandregular trade, it's ready foranewowner to take it to thenext level. Thisbusiness-
onlyopportunityhasuntappedpotential forgrowth.The rural lifestyleadds to theappeal—owningacafé in the
countrysidemeansmore than justwork; it's aboutcommunity, creativity, andqualityof life.

bayleys.co.nz/2630045

TeAroha 9AlexandraRoad

3,541sqm 674sqm

AskingPrice $1,200,000
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Designedto inspire,pricedtomove
Positionedonaprominent route intoTeArohaandofferingexceptionalversatility, thisbeautifully reimagined
propertypresentsanexcitingopportunity forawide rangeofbuyers.Whetheryou'redreamingofaprivategallery,
creativestudio,orevenaone-of-a-kindhome– this isaplacewherevisioncan truly takeshape.

Meticulouslyupgradedtoahighstandard thebuildingcombinesarchitectural characterwith refinedcontemporary
finishes.Polishedtimberdetails, expansiveopen-plan interiors, andthoughtful landscapingcreateawelcomingand
adaptableenvironment, all setonagenerous3,541sqm(moreor less) freehold title.Vendorsaremotivated-makethis
uniqueopportunityyours.

bayleys.co.nz/2315256
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS
Record-breaking jumper sets the bar high
The biggest high jump challenge 

for Toby Kemble is the run up.
The Hauraki Plains College year 

9 student told The Profile: “if you 
get the run up right, then it falls 
into place”.

It was something the young ath-
lete made look easy with a series 
of first place positions in four re-
cent championships.

But leaping to the top spots 
wasn’t where it ended.

Toby also broke three consecu-
tive records.

The high jumper, who stands at 
five feet and 11 inches tall, landed 
first place in the junior boys high 
jump event at the Hauraki Plains 
College Athletics Champs on Feb-
ruary 25, and smashed the previ-
ous 1.53m record with his whop-
per record of 1.73m.

Toby said he felt really proud 
because he wanted his name to be 
known at the college, but “I also 
felt I could have jumped higher - 
I had the wrong spikes on which 
didn’t help”.

The high jumper then competed 
at the Thames Valley Second-
ary Schools Athletics Champs on 
March 18, where he leaped to first 
place and wiped out the old record 
of 1.67m with his fresh record of 
1.75m.

The rising star said even though 
he felt pretty good, he wanted to 
hit his goal mark of 1.8m.

Toby also snapped up first 
place for the junior boys high 

jump event at the Waikato Bay of 
Plenty Secondary School Athletics 
Champs on March 25, and once 
again knocked out the old record 
of 1.75m with his new 1.78m re-
cord.

But it doesn’t stop there.
Toby competed at the North Is-

land Secondary Schools Athletics 
Champs on April 5 as part of the 
Waikato Bay of Plenty Second-
ary School Athletics Team and 
snapped up the first place spot 
again for the junior boys high 
jump.

The key to his success was sim-
ple - “[I] clear my head of stuff and 
just concentrate on jumping.

“I don’t think as much before 
I jump, I just look at the bar and 
have a vision of getting over it.”

But high jump wasn’t always on 
Toby’s radar.

The thirteen-year-old athlete 
said it was something he realised 
he was good at last November at 

A record-breaking jump for Toby Kemble.               Photos: SUPPLIED

vision of high jump”.
The rest is history.
Toby believed the thing that set 

him apart from other high jump-
ers was “probably my mindset”, 
he said.

“When I step up to jump, I get 
my mindset into the zone of jump-
ing.”

An important lesson he learned 
was “don’t worry or overthink if 
you knock over the bar in your 
first two attempts - change your 
mindset to think you can do it”.

Two key people who helped 
Toby to stay motivated and fo-
cussed were his parents.

Toby said his mum, who bought 
him all his gear and transported 
him to all his events, was so sup-
portive, and his dad always pushed 
him to give one hundred per cent 
no matter what the results were.

But when it came to a practice 
regime, Toby didn’t have a coach 
or a training schedule - “I just 
show up and jump”, he said.

Finding a coach to help him im-
prove in the sport was a top prior-
ity for him and his parents, who 
are currently on the lookout.

It was among the high jumpers 
list of goals: hit the 1.8m or higher, 
practice run ups and techniques to 
get higher over the bar, and find a 
coach.

But his top high jump advice 
for other students was to do what-
ever feels comfortable for the run 
up and jump off and “get a strong 
mindset”, he said.

“Always believe you will get over 
the bar.”

ATHLETICS
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

his former school, Mangatangi 
Primary School.

The high-flying athlete said 
he competed in the high jump at 
the school’s athletics event and 
then progressed to the Auckland 
Champs where he outdid the pre-

vious 1.68 record with his 1.74 
leap.

That’s when Toby started “tak-
ing it more seriously as a sport”.

The event was one of the most 
memorable moments for Toby 
and he said it “changed my whole 

High jumper Toby Kemble.


