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Sinking feeling over pool costs for ratepayers, P2

Exploring the deepExploring the deep
Wetsuits were dusted off last month for the first Experiencing Marine Re-

serves (EMR) programme run in the Coromandel in four years. 
Between Covid, cyclones, a summer of never ending easterlies and road 

closures, the snorkel gear has been dry. 
Cue Jorja Gilmore, who came on board with local provider organisa-

tion Friends of the Te Whanganui-o-Hei Marine Reserve Trust.
“I am so excited to be able to help get the Mountains to Sea Con-

servation Trust’s EMR programme back up and running,” Jorja said. 
The school programme, run by the non-profit trust, consists of 

classroom work to discuss marine biodiversity; practical snorkel-
ling lessons; a snorkel session in a local marine environment; 
and an excursion to a marine protected area. 

Senior students from Netherton School took part during their 
school camp as part of their term-long focus on water learning.  

Jorja ran the two-day event alongside EMR’s national co-
ordinator Lorna Doogan, taking 70 students for snorkelling 
sessions at the eastern end of Hahei beach, and in the Purangi 
Estuary at Cooks Beach. 

“Both days of snorkelling couldn’t have gone any better, with 
the kids coming out of it with greater snorkelling abilities and 
a wider knowledge of both the marine and estuarine environ-
ment. There were many smiles, laughs, (happy) screams and 
some very tired but happy kids by the end of it, with many of 
them wanting to carry on their newfound snorkelling passion 
and wanting us to come back for a third day of snorkelling,” she 
said. 

The programme delivery was supported by DOC Marine Rangers 
Marie Everth and James Blackmore. 

“The best part of the day was seeing the joy and excitement on the 
kids’ faces after their snorkel around the reef at Hahei,” Marie said. 

“To hear them chatting about the octopus they saw, snapper and other 
marine life really puts into perspective the effect and importance the EMR 
programme has in getting kids connected to the moana and the conservation of 
our oceans. 

“We look forward to supporting Jorja in the future, enabling kids across the 
Coromandel to experience marine life in their backyards and hopefully inspire 
the next generation of ocean conservationists.”
DETAILS: Go to www.mountainstosea.org.nz for more about the programme. 

Dipping toes into marine conservationDipping toes into marine conservation

Harry Firth, 9, takes a 
dive into some hands-on 
learning in Coromandel’s  

Te Whanganui-o-Hei 
Marine Reserve.

Photo: LORNA DOOGANCOMMUNITY CELEBRATES SEAWEEK, P16
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Thames Tides
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 

full name & postal address, and the business 
name and page number of the ad by the fol-
lowing Monday to go in the draw to win a Lotto 
ticket. Last issue it was in the HG Leach ad.
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www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone
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Sinking feeling over pool costs
Thames needs a swimming pool.

That much was clear from the well-at-
tended public forum and the elected mem-
bers at Thames Community Board’s meet-
ing last week.

But the deeper issue, no matter what 
shape the new pool takes, will be affordabil-
ity. 

Community board members opted to rec-
ommend a $26.2 million all-indoor facility 
on Thames High School grounds as the most 
affordable option to replace the ageing Cen-
tennial Pool.

But there’s a sinking feeling that the costs 
of a new pool falling solely on the shoulders 
of Thames ratepayers will create financial 
stress and limit smaller communities.

The recommended option - which now 
will go to Thames-Coromandel District 
councillors for a decision - would contain 
three indoor pools: a learn-to-swim pool 
for younger children, a programme pool for 
therapy, aqua walking and learn-to-swim 
for older children, and a 6-lane 25-metre lap 
pool. There would also be an indoor splash 
pad.

The average annual cost per ratepayer 
over 30 years would be around $682 - if 
funded entirely by the Thames Ward.

However, community board members at 
the March 19 meeting questioned whether 
the wider district could, or would, help 
shoulder the costs. 

Members of the public did say that the 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Centennial Pool was well-used by people all 
over: at the Thames Valley Primary Schools 
interschool swimming sports on March 21, 
there were more than 43 schools represent-
ed from across the Hauraki and Thames-
Coromandel.

“The affordability is a huge worry, and I 
think we need to do all that we can to talk to 
our council colleagues and try to explain that 
yeah, there are projects that local commu-
nities are responsible for, but then there’s 
projects that just, clearly, are way beyond 
the ability of any community to afford,” Cr 
Martin Rodley said. 

“If we are restricted to local funding for 
this pool, then further down the track that 
restricts Whangamata to local funding for a 
pool because they won’t be able to afford it 
either, and Whitianga and Matarangi and all 
our other smaller communities.

“It troubles me greatly the ‘local versus the 
district’ funding,” he said, “because you just 
end up with places that can afford having fa-
cilities and others not.”

Board chair Adrian Catran said he was 
“hoping and praying” that financial support 
would come their way from neighbouring 
district councils.

“I don’t know of any other community 
board in New Zealand that is wrestling with 
a $26.2 million problem,” he said. “It’s way 
beyond our scope to be dealing with it and 
that’s the reason why… we will be escalating 
that up toward the district councils.”

Deputy chair Rob Johnston shared the 
same sentiments, and said the pool deci-
sion would be a “really difficult” one when it 
came to securing funds.

He thanked the members of the public 
who confided in the community board that 
they were “really stressing out about this 
from an affordability point of view”.

“There’s public sentiment that everybody 
wants a pool - even the people who can’t af-
ford it.

I’ve spoken to people who say ‘I really 
want a pool but… I can’t afford another X 
number on my rates.”

According to council, the Richmond Street 
court site on land leased from Thames High 
School was the strongest local site for a new 
pool, though in its 2024 community aquatic 
survey, an all-indoor facility was the com-
munity’s third most preferred option.

A sub-regional facility at Kōpū South, 
which scored highly in the survey, had been 
evaluated in the business case as not viable 
for Thames ratepayers 
without additional fi-
nancial support.
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ATTENTION COMFORT SEEKERS...

Refugee camp and desert run ‘surreal’
Facing the seemingly-end-

less expanse of the Sahara 
Desert under the sun’s full 
force was an “incredible expe-
rience” for former Paeroa local 
Jack Keeys.

Even more surreal was liv-
ing inside a refugee camp for a 
week, he said, with the Sahrawi 
people who welcomed him in.

Jack and his partner Amy 
Strang signed up to compete in 
the Sahara Marathon solidarity 
race for the refugee children of 
Western Sahara.

With bare feet for the final 
5km, and a child on his shoul-
ders for the last 500m, Jack 
finished the race in four hours 
and in 13th place - out of 67 
marathoners from across the 
world.

Now residing in Toulouse, 
France, Jack told The Profile 
he was the first New Zealander 
to ever complete the run.

“I was extremely proud of my 
result,” he said. “It was very 
cool to be the first New Zea-
lander to complete the race… 
Half of the runners intended 
to finish at the four-hour mark, 
and only 13 of us did – high-
lighting how challenging it 
was.”

Jack said he had to overcome 
“some huge mental barriers” 
while he raced in complete iso-
lation for many kilometres. 

“The hardest aspect was defi-
nitely the exposure – being in 
the middle of the desert under 
the midday sun was scorching. 
I was drinking two cups of wa-
ter every 3km and still strug-
gled to hydrate.” 

However, the most difficult 
part of the experience was emo-
tional, not physical, he said.

“Living in one of the world’s 
largest and most politically 
complex refugee camps with a 
local family for an entire week 
was nothing short of surreal.

“We had no shower, no run-
ning water, and lived in tents or 
under tin-roofed shacks; four 
of us all sleeping together in a 
large room. However, we were 

treated incredibly by our hosts, 
not as special outsiders, but as 
family. 

“The matriarch would host 
two tea ceremonies for us per 
day, we were cooked lovely 
meals, and neighbours and ex-
tended family would visit us to 
share broken, mixed-language 
conversations until midnight 

Jack Keeys and Amy Strang were the first New Zealanders to take part in the Sahara Marathon. INSET: Jack spends 
time with Sahrawi children; and crossing the finish line carrying a child on his shoulders.                       Photos: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

most evenings,” he said.
Jack and Amy have been 

raising money for four causes 
close to their hearts: the Sa-
hara Marathon project sup-
porting camp refugees with 
special needs; the Sahara Mar-
athon project supporting war 
orphans in restoring recently 
flooded Dakhla camp; the New 
Zealand Refugee Family Re-
unification Trust; and the Tou-
louse Refugee support charity 
in their current home city.

They’ve surpassed their goal 
of $2500 and as at March 20, 
have raised $3740.

“Amy and I were genuinely 
taken aback by the level of fun-
draising support. Our friends 
and families had supported us 
from the start… but after we 
began sharing the real-life and 
person-to-person stories and 
photos from our time with the 
Sawhari people and explaining 
the massive impact a few dol-
lars can make to their educa-
tion, nutrition, or opportuni-
ties, these seem to have reso-
nated and really surged dona-
tions,” he said.

“Every donation we receive, 
we do a little dance and get ex-
cited because we know the dif-
ference it will make.” 
DETAILS: To donate before March 
31, visit givealittle.co.nz and 
search for ‘Jack Keeys’.
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ANZAC PARADES AND
MEMORIAL SERVICES

FRIDAY 25 APRIL

The public are invited to attendAnzac parades and
memorial services on Friday 25 April 2025 at the
following locations:

THAMES: 5.45am Dawn Parade – from Sealey St
(outside BNZ), along Pollen St, turn left into Mary St
to Thames War Memorial Civic Centre, for 6am Dawn
Service. Followed by breakfast at the Thames Bowling
Club, Mackay St.
9.45am Civic Parade – from Sealey St (outside
BNZ), along Pollen St, left into Mary St, to Thames
War Memorial Civic Centre, for a 10am Civic Service
followed by refreshments at the Thames Bowling Club,
Mackay St.

Returned service personnel are asked towear their
medals and decorations. Descendants of returned service
personnelmarching in the parades are asked towear
medals on the right upper portion of their apparel.

For the full list of parades and services around the
district, visit tcdc.govt.nz/anzac2025

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE
Board Chair, Adrian Catran JP reports:
“It was with a great sense of relief that we
voted to recommend an all-indoor pool
on Richmond Street. I’ve been involved
with this project for the past 24 years.
It goes without saying wemust have a
pool in Thames. But it also needs to be affordable. We
have now asked Council staff to investigate different
fundingmodels and report on this for Council tomake
a decision. The Board confirmed that work will start on
removing Centennial Pool by July 2027.”
adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s next meeting is Wednesday 30 April
10am in Thames Council Chamber.Meeting agendas
and the 2025 Council meeting schedule are at
tcdc.govt.nz/agendas-reports-and-minutes

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc
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APRILRUBBISH&RECYCLING
On Sunday 6 April, with the end of Daylight Saving, our
Refuse and Recycling Transfer Stations revert to their
non daylight saving opening hours of 8.30am–4.30pm.

The only days they’ll be closed in April are Good Friday
18 April and until 1pm on Anzac Day, Friday 25 April.

Check out details here: tcdc.govt.nz/rts

KERBSIDECOLLECTIONS
On theweek of Easter Monday, 21
April, yellowweek collections for
Thames Rural South and Thames &
Surrounds take place on Saturday
26 April (two days later due to both
the Easter Monday holiday and then
Anzac Day on Friday)

Check out your collection calendar
at tcdc.govt.nz/bindays

Thames pool future progresses
A new aquatics facility for Thames has moved
a step closer with Thames Community Board
recommending a preferred option of a $26.2 million
all-indoor facility within the grounds of Thames
High School.
The proposed facility would contain three pools: a
learn-to-swim pool for younger children, a programme
pool for therapy, aqua walking and learn-to-swim for
older children, and a 6-lane 25-metre pool. There would
also be an indoor splash pad.
Under this model, capital costs would be reduced by
building the upper section of the aquatic facility with
‘structural fabric’ – a curved steel roof holding two
layers of structural fabric with insulation sandwiched in
between. A similar structure has been used in Kaitāia’s
Te Hiku Sports Hub which opened in 2024 and is
reported to be performing well.
The average annual cost of the recommended all-indoor
facility per ratepayer over 30 years would be around
$682 if funded entirely by Thames Ward.
“Finding a way to make the pool replacement

OurCoromandel
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 26March 2025

Our 

affordable to the community is a major challenge,” said
Board Chair Adrian Catran JP. The Community Board
has asked staff to draw up a report on funding options
for Council to consider.
For more information, visit tcdc.govt.nz/aquatics

tcdc.govt.nz/col

COMMERCIAL
OPERATORS LICENCES

onour reserves
Our Council is now inviting applications for
commercial licences for vendors to deliver activities
on Council-owned reserve land.
Applications are open until Monday 24 April.
For more information or to submit an application,
visit tcdc.govt.nz/col

Local Water Done Well
What does the future of water services look like?
Our Council will soon be asking our community for
feedback on how best to manage Council’s water
services and infrastructure in the future.
The Government’s Local Water Done Well water
services reform programmemeans councils
throughout Aotearoa New Zealandmust consider
different management and operation models of
our “three waters” – stormwater, wastewater and
drinking water.
Currently, Council
provides these
water services,
but under new
legislation the
status quo
cannot continue.
In Thames-
Coromandel, a
list of different
models has
been deeply
researched and
the advantages
and disadvantages of each weighed up.
These models, and what each means for
ratepayers and residents, will now be included
in the Council’s upcoming feedback process for
community consideration.
You’ll be able to provide feedback from 17 April
to 15 May. We’ll be holding meetings throughout
the district and reaching out for feedback on the
proposed options.
tcdc.govt.nz/lwdw
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Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to mattress and base only.
Trade-in must be arranged at the time of purchase. Terms and conditions apply.

Minimum purchase amount of $999 applicable. Lending Criteria, $50 Annual Account Fee, Fees, Minimum Transfer Amount, Ts&Cs apply.
Standard Interest Rate (currently 28.95% p.a.) applies to any outstanding balance at end of interest free period. $55 Establishment Fee or $35
Advance Fee applies to Long Term Finance Purchases.

$629
QUEEN MATTRESS + BASE

KYRO PILLOW TOP

Trade Up to
Better Sleep!

The Sleep Deal Everyone Loves – Now Even Better!

Out with the old, in with better sleep — trade in and save at Beds4U!

LIMITED TIME DEAL!LIMITED TIME DEAL!

36MONTHS INTEREST FREE

In-Store Only

We deliver your new mattress and pick up
your old one at the same time!

Up To

300$
Trade-In Discount

Help needed for House of Science
House of Science is on a mis-

sion to engage and inspire, 
but more help is needed to en-
sure students continue to have 
access to science education in 
the Thames Valley.

Over the past year, 193 re-
source kits have been delivered 
to House of Science North Wai-
kato member schools, being 
used more than 15,000 times by 
tamariki.

But there were no volunteers 
at the charitable trust’s Paeroa 
branch, chief executive and 
founder Chris Duggan told The 
Profile, and recruits were now 
required as the branch expand-
ed. 

“Ideally we would like two 
drivers, each driving the House 
of Science vehicle for one day a 
fortnight, and two or three vol-
unteers at our branch in Paeroa 
to help our branch manager top 
up the kits.

“This takes about six hours 
per fortnight in total, so three 
people for two hours each fort-
night would be perfect.”

House of Science provides 
primary school teachers with 
resources to empower them to 
make science lessons engaging, 
hands-on and interesting. 

Its mission is to see every child 
in New Zealand become scientif-
ically literate.

The trust was launched in the 
Western Bay of Plenty in 2014 
and now also serves schools in 
North Waikato, including at Ka-
rangahake School and Kopuara-

hi School. 
It receives no government 

funding, and relies heavily on 
grants, sponsors and volunteers.

“[We have] 11 member schools 
[in North Waikato], with 32 sci-
ence resource kits available. This 
means we have the capacity to 
take on more schools - the only 
limiting factor is volunteers to 
deliver and service the kits,” 
Chris said.

Volunteers can assist in two 
key areas: helping with the de-
livery and pick-up of kits to lo-
cal schools, and/or supporting 
the replenishment of kits at the 
branch based in Paeroa.

“Our drivers need a full, clean 
driver’s licence, and they need to 
be fit and healthy as some of our 
kits are over 15kg. We provide an 
electric car and a trolley to take 
the kits to the school door.

“Our kit maintenance volun-
teers need an eye for detail and 
ability to follow instructions. We 
provide a friendly and support-
ive environment – and snacks.”
DETAILS: To learn about volun-
teering with the House of Science 
North Waikato branch, contact 
info@houseofscience.nz.

Students explore the ‘Electric Future/Anamata Hiko’ science resource kit.                   Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

In Brief
ANIMAL FEED RISK
Waikato Regional Council is urging 
farmers to be vigilant when buying 
supplementary animal feed from 
neighbouring areas, to avoid import-
ing pest plants to their farms and the 
region. Drought conditions in the 
Waikato means many farmers will be 
looking to purchase supplementary 
feed, but council is concerned some 
pest plants with no or low presence 
in this area could establish them-
selves if caught up in imported stock 
feed. Farmers should buy guaranteed 
weed-free feed hay and silage wher-
ever possible and inspect all feed on 
arrival. They can contact the council 
or a farm consultant if unsure wheth-
er weeds are present or not. The 
council also recommended staying 
aware of people and vehicle move-
ments on and around the farm, re-
stricting feed-out areas to reduce the 
risk of spreading weeds, and regular-
ly checking feed storage and feed-out 
areas for new or unusual plants. 
Ph 0800 800 401 (council), Rural Sup-
port Trust on 0800 787 254 or MPI’s 
On Farm Support Team on 0800 707 
133 for drought-related financial sup-
port.

WALKWAY REPAIR 
The Department of Conservation 
(DOC) is repairing a damaged sec-
tion of the Coromandel Walkway. 
The Coromandel Walkway, connect-
ing Stony Bay and Fletcher Bay, was 
damaged during the extreme weath-
er events of summer 2022-23, with 
large slips causing significant damage 
and forcing the temporary closure of 
a 670-metre section. DOC staff have 
waited for land movement in the 
area to cease – and now the land has 
settled, work has begun to recut the 
track. The track is set to be fully reo-
pen in mid-April. 
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eves.co.nz

Open Home

Waihi
11 Princes Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19799

A Timeless Treasure
This beautifully restored three-bedroom character
home, originally built circa 1899; thoughtfully
renovated, blends classic charm with modern comfort,
offers surprising spaciousness and storage areas not
typical of a miner’s cottage.

Auction Thurs 17 Apr, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View 12.30-1pm Wed 26 Mar
or by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
40 Evans Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19851

First Home or Next Project
This three bedroom, one bathroom cottage is ready for
a refresh! Set on a manageable 459 sqm section
(approx.), it’s perfect for someone with a vision to
renovate. The spacious living room features a cosy
fireplace. Separate dining room, and functional kitchen.

Asking Price $499,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
10D Kensington Road 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19879

Light Bright, an Absolute Delight
A warm and welcoming two bedroom, one bathroom
home ideal for professionals, retirees or those seeking a
cosy space to call home. Inside the home, enjoy open
plan living, dining, and a kitchen with breakfast bar. Plus
single garage/workshop and additional parking.

Asking Price $670,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Waihi
8A Albert Street 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19819

Make It Yours!
In a great location, this light filled home is within
walking distance to the college and a short drive to the
town centre. Inside, you'll find two generous bedrooms
with wardrobes, functional bathroom, laundry nook and
open plan living spaces.

Asking Price $495,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

Z242E
42” cut fabricated mower deck, 21.5hp V-Twin
Kawasaki Engine

R 214TC
94cm mulching deck, Hydrostatic Transmission,
V-Twin Husqvarna Series Engine

TS 114
38” cut, Hydrostatic
Transmission, Husqvarna
Series Engine

$5,290

Z242E R 214TC

$8,690$8,990

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Unreported licence plate spikes stolen car stats
A seemingly large spike in sto-

len vehicles passing through 
Thames in February turned out 
to not be a spike at all, rather 
one unreported plate repeatedly 
pinging the town’s ANPR cam-
eras.

The Thames Automatic Num-
ber Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
Camera picked up 54 stolen ve-
hicles or number plates travel-
ling in and out of the town last 
month.

This was more than four times 
the number captured at the 
same time last year - 13.

However, Thames Police 
Acting Sergeant Gareth Carter 
told The Profile the dramatic 

increase was likely due to one 
plate activating the camera mul-
tiple times a day. 

“I think the reason why the 
stats are a bit skewed is because 
someone has had their plate 
stolen and it never got reported 
to us. 

“They’ve probably woken up 
overnight and thought, ‘Oh, 
someone’s stolen our plates, the 
police are too busy, we’ll just go 
and get it sorted. So they’ve gone 
out to NZTA to get new plates… 
but now we’ve got two sets of 
the same plates out there.” 

An ANPR camera was in-
stalled in Thames in late 2020 
after calls from the business 
community, which had been 
struggling with ram raids and 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

burglaries - most of which were 
committed using stolen vehi-
cles. 

With the camera installed, 

Thames Police can be alerted to 
a potential stolen vehicle within 
seconds. 

“The ANPR cameras can be 
at a lot of places now, like pet-
rol stations and stuff like that, 
especially around Auckland,” 
Sergeant Carter said. 

“So, if you went to Auckland 
for the day with an unreported 
stolen plate, it wouldn’t be un-
common to make 10 or more 
ANPRs, and you’re left wonder-
ing, ‘Why am I getting stopped 
all the time?’”

He believed the driver acti-
vating the ANPR camera last 
month lived out of town, and 
travelled to Thames for work.

He said this instance dis-
played the importance of re-

placing licence plates with “to-
tally new numbers” if the origi-
nals had been nicked -  as well 
as alerting police.

“If the plates have not been 
recovered, then police would 
strongly suggest replacing the 
numbers, and then that stops 
you getting stopped by police 
everywhere you go.

“We don’t [want to] go chas-
ing and stopping victims. We 
want to only catch the offend-
ers.”

In January, Thames’ ANPR 
camera caught 50 stolen vehi-
cles or number plates - a jump 
from 26 in 2024.

Thames Police Acting Sergeant Ga-
reth Carter.      File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2011 Jaguar XJ
5.0 V8 Auto, NZ New

THIS WEEKS SPECIAL

$17,990

2012 Ford Territory
Diesel AWD, Auto, T-Bar

VALUE
$10,990

2008 Nissan Pathfinder
Auto, V6, 4WD, NZ New, 7 Seater

$11,990

2012 Mitsubishi Colt
1.5Ltr Auto, NZ New, Top Condition

JUST
$6,990

2017 Hyundai Elantra Elite
Auto, 2 Ltr, NZ New, Superb Condition

$13,990

2012 Ssangyong Actyon
5 Speed Diesel, 2WD, TOP TRUCK

NOW
$10,990

2015 Fiat Punto
Auto, Low 57Kms, 1 Owner, NZ New

$8,990

Fun in the sun
The autumn sun shone down on Paeroa Community Support 

Trust’s annual Children’s Day event on March 16. Held at 
the Paeroa Domain, the fun and free family occasion honoured 
the joy, curiosity, and potential of New Zealand’s tamariki, and 
featured face painting, inflatable games, and lolly scrambles 
galore. Reporter KELLEY TANTAU witnessed the fun.

Reiya, 8, gets her face painted.

Reeve, 1, says hi to mum from the activity area.

Santana, 7, takes a hit at swing ball.                                                                                                               Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Nelly, 9, tries out the inflatable games.Alex, 5, makes a toss during a game of cornhole.
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ESSAYCONTEST!

OPENADOPTION.ORG.NZ

Join the Discussion
OURNEW ESSAY CONTEST
QUESTION…

Alarm is rising about falling
birthrates in New Zealand
and throughout most of the
world. With 57,006 births, an
abortion death toll of 16,277
and rising, and only three
non-kin adoptions in 2024*,
what are the long-term
implications and possible
solutions for New Zealand?

Cash Prizes:
$800 First Prize
$500 Second Prize,
$100 for Five Honorable
Mentions
Essay deadline: March 30, 2025
Prizes awarded April 15, 2025

Kindly submit to:
info@openadoption.org.nz

Sponsored by
Open Adoption

-The Gift of Love

*Figures Oranga Tamariki

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Just in for Autumn.

Our new selection of John

Lennon long sleeved shirts.

$169 each

in luxurious cotton lawn.

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Fundraising efforts enable student broadcasts

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

To raise funds for an internal 
broadcasting system at Wai-

takaruru School and to provide an 
adequate library, the pupil’s par-
ents ran a Queen Carnival. 

Waitakaruru residents partici-
pated enthusiastically and the so-
cial life of the village was bright-
ened up considerably by a series of 
fundraising garden parties, a clay-
bird shoot, and card evenings. 

With the funds a microphone 
was bought to allow children to 
give plays from an outside build-
ing into the school. It was consid-
ered that by getting the pupils to 
present their own dramas, with 
their own sound effects, a higher 
standard of elocution and pro-
nunciation would be reached.

Meanwhile in Paeroa, power 
failures and the lack of a resident 
engineer were causing inconven-
ience to the shopkeepers. The 
lights had failed on three con-
secutive Friday nights and on one 
occasion it had been an hour be-
fore they had been restored after 
an engineer had been brought in 
from Te Aroha. At a Chamber of 
Commerce meeting it was stated 

Waitakaruru 
School pupils 
broadcast to 

classrooms from 
their studio.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

that Paeroa was the centre of an 
area embracing Waitakaruru, 
Thames, Waihī and Waihī beach, 
and the Thames Valley Electric 
Power Board should see fit to have 
an engineer resident in Paeroa. 

Paeroa had troubles and there 
were troublemen (linesmen) to 
deal with them, but there were oc-
casions which required technical 
men. There were four engineers 
in Te Aroha - surely one could be 
supported in Paeroa.

Over at Waihī, perhaps the most 
spectacular affair of its kind ever 
seen there, a roller skating carnival 
organised by Skateways Ltd, was 
held in the King’s Hall. The only 
hitch in an excellently organised 
programme was the failure of the 
lights on several occasions. Nov-
elty and special events were held 
in between all-skate times so that 

everyone had quite a lot of time 
on the floor. Mr Bob Philips and 
Miss McComb gave skilful exhibi-
tions of gliding and waltzing, and 
Mr Rae and Miss McComb gave a 
two-step.

Mr Rae also gave exhibitions 
of the two-step in five ways - toe 
spins, one toe walking, skating 
through bottles, and the cross-
legged figure-eight through bot-
tles - one of the most difficult 
feats. The Skateways entertainers, 
Jack Lucas (piano accordion), Ted 
Lonergan (side effects), and Mr 
Wheatley (saxophone, clarinet 
and trumpet) performed musical 
items. A hockey match on skates 
was fast and Waihī defeated Auck-
land by three goals to two. The last 
skate of the evening was a strenu-
ous all-skate event.

Meanwhile, the longest sin-

gle trip yet undertaken by 
the Thames St John ambulance, 
238 miles in all, was carried out 
successfully when an emergency 
case was transferred from Co-
romandel to Thames and on to 
Auckland. A Coromandel man, 
who suffered a compound leg frac-
ture as the result of a heavy ma-
chine accident, was the patient. 

The ambulance left Thames at 
3.30pm and brought the man to 
the Thames Hospital, where X-
rays were taken. 

Specialist treatment was re-
quired and the ambulance 
left Thames at 9.30pm for Auck-
land, the patient being taken to a 
private hospital. Owing to the na-
ture of the injury, fast travelling 
was not possible. The ambulance 
arrived back in Thames at five the 
next morning.

1938

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. On March 14th this year, Mark Car-
ney took over from Justin Trudeau as 
the Prime Minister of which country?
2. True or false: Saint Patricks Day is 
a national holiday in The Republic of 
Ireland?
3. The first US Survivor TV series was 
filmed on the remote island of Pulau 
Tiga in which decade? a) 1990s, b) 
2000s or c) 2010s?
4. The te reo Māori term waewae re-
fers to which body part?
5. ‘Nocturnal’ refers to activity during 
a) the day, b) at night or c) at twilight?
6. The Falklands War was fought 
in 1982 between Great Britain and 
which other country?
7. Which word in the NATO phonetic 
alphabet is the longest at eight let-
ters long, and is also the name of a 
month?
8. Which video game last week an-
nounced that players would soon 
be able to experience New Zealand 
tourist attractions within the game? 
a) Call of Duty, b) Fortnite, or c) Mi-
necraft?
9. In 2024, which Hauraki secondary 
school had the highest school roll? 
a) Hauraki Plains College, b) Paeroa 
College, c) Thames High School or d) 
Waihi College?
10. In which year did the Titanic sink? 
a) 1898, b) 1912 or c) 1922?

ANSWERS: 1. Canada; 2. True; 3. b) 2000s 
(it was filmed in March and April 2000 and 
screened the same year); 4. Feet/legs; 5. 
b) At night; 6. Argentina; 7. November; 8. 
c) Minecraft; 9. a) Hauraki Plains College; 
10. b) 1912.
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BEST.
BEST,
Buythe

learnfromthe

EXCLUSIVE STORE OFFER

Purchase any new Yamaha dirt bike before 31 March
2025 at Central Motors Hauraki and get one day’s
FREE coaching with Team Altherm JCR Yamaha.

(07) 867 7524andrew@centralmotors.co.nz www.centralmotors.co.nz

Terms & Conditions Apply

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch

ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte

available

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhiiiss siide
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppmmm

Do
EYE STRAINEEYYEE SSTTRRAAAIINN
Do you have any of the following

symptoms when using a
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa�gue • Light sensi�vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina�on

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the difference

Bonhoeffer: Pastor. Spy. Assassin (132 mins) M. Berlin during the Third Reich, examining
Bonhoeffer’s determination to live his life with uncompromising political and spiritual courage, while
speaking truth to power, in his attempt to save countless Jewish lives.
Widow Clicqot (91 mins) M. Chronicles the gritty journey in the early years of the Veuve Clicquot vineyard
in 19th century France and brings to life the fascinating young woman behind the iconic orange label.
Based on the novel The Widow Clicquot: The Story of a Champagne Empire and the Woman Who Ruled It.
Firebrand (121 mins) M. Drama. In blood-soaked Tudor England, Katherine Parr, the sixth and last wife
of King Henry VIII, is named Regent while tyrant Henry is fighting overseas. From the B&I Film Festival.
Tinā (125 mins) M. Story of a Samoan teacher, who struggling after the death of her daughter in the
Christchurch earthquakes, reluctantly takes on the role of substitute teacher at a wealthy private school.
Black Bag (93 mins) M. A high-stakes mystery starring Cate Blanchett, Michael Fassbender,
Pierce Brosnan and others. An intelligence agent is suspected of betraying the nation.
Hard Truths (97 mins) M. Legendary filmmaker Mike Leigh returns with a fierce, compassionate,
and humorous study of family and the thorny ties that bind us. Highly awarded film.
The Last Journey (95 mins) M. (Swedish with English subtitles). An emotional and hilarious story exploring
a son’s attempts to coax his father into reengaging with life. A joyous road trip through the south of France.
White Bird (120 mins) PG. Struggling to fit in at his new school after being expelled, Julian’s grandmother
tells him the story of her experiences in World War II. A moving drama fit for the whole family.

Movies from Thursday 27 March to Wednesday 2 April
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Artwork reflects passion
Painter and sculptor Peter Augustin is 

Thames Art Gallery’s featured artist 
for April, displaying his paintings on the 
southern wall of the gallery. 

Peter was born in Slovenia, into a family 
of artists and musicians. During his child-
hood there he was an active painter, follow-
ing in the footsteps of uncles. 

In his teenage years, Peter moved to 
Switzerland, embarking on an artistic path, 
studying at the Lucerne School of Art where 
he received private lessons from renowned 
artists Paul Haelan and Otto Gilli.

He has dedicated a large part of his time 
and life to painting, between working in 
tourism and hospitality. 

Peter lived in Switzerland for 35 years, 
exhibiting there and other countries, where 
he received various awards. 

His work reflects the passion and inspi-
ration of being an artist. It is symbolic, full 
of colours, emotions and is part of a larger 
context of cultures and rhythms of life, of 
the present and future in the countries he 
has visited, all the while following his own 

unique artistic path.  A lot of Peter’s inspi-
ration also comes from music, including 
historical operas, which he finds stimu-
lates the imagination and triggers emotion 
which results in his use of colours.

Through colour he endeavors to make a 
positive contribution to people’s lives. 

Peter’s working style has been described 
as “lyrical abstract” which includes meth-
ods such as brush, palette knife, spatula, 
and sponge techniques and makes a con-
nection to his role-models de Stael, Jawlen-
sky, Dali and Schiele, including the people 
around him.

Peter is greatly influenced by the bright 
colours of nature, the amazing variety of 
greens and blues and the sea that New Zea-
land has to offer.  Peter has now settled in 
Whitianga where he is an active member of 
the art scene around the Coromandel and 
where he encourages people to participate 
by interacting with others, sharing and en-
couraging their knowledge and passion. 
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 Tararu Rd, 
Thames, open 10am-4pm daily.

Peter Augustin’s artwork will be on display for April at the Thames Art Gallery.       Photos: SUPPLIED



ily by the Ministry for the Environ-
ment’s Waste Minimisation Fund, 
along with a $50,000 grant from 
the Waikato Regional Council, and 
$90,000 from the Seagull Centre. 

“We’re going back to a natural 
system. It’s actually going to try 
and work with nature rather than 
against it, because when you have 
a monoculture and all the insects 

are poisoned, there’s nothing to 
clean up the mess,” Louise said. 

“We just want to try and push 
a solution that’s circular to avoid 
wasting all these nutrients that we 
really need to grow our food and to 
grow our animals.” 
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Trial to soldier on with ‘buggy’ waste solution
A $900,000 trial project us-

ing insects to process waste is 
being developed in Thames, and 
organisers think it may hold so-
lutions for dealing with commer-
cial food waste, agricultural food 
waste, and even sewage solids. 

The NOW Project - Natural 
Organic Waste Solutions - is be-
ing run in conjunction with the 
Seagull Centre. The three-and-a-
half year trial will begin in mid-
April.

The project will initially use 
food waste from Thames Hospital, 
Richmond Villas, and Bupa Tara-
ru Retirement Village, along with 
a number of schools and commer-
cial businesses including a mussel 
farm and a Coromandel brewery. 

Collected food scraps will be 
run through a grinder and placed 
on trays impregnated with black 
soldier fly larvae, which are being 
bred specifically for the project. 

The larvae will process the 
waste during their 10-day grow-
ing cycle, and will then be sold as 
feed for animals, such as fish and 
chickens. Their manure, known as 
frass, will be used as fertiliser. 

The waste processing facility 
will be located at the Seagull Cen-
tre, in three shipping containers 
which can each hold up to 500 
trays. The containers will be fitted 
out with ventilation and biofilters, 
and all food waste and insects will 
be securely contained. 

Trial organiser Louise Deane 
from the Seagull Centre said lar-
vae were very efficient at process-
ing waste. 

“The larvae can eat an enor-
mous amount of food [and] can 
grow enormously fast,” she said. 

“Worms will take six months to 
process waste - This sort of larvae 
can do it in as little as a week. You 
can hear them eating.”

Up to 15 per cent of global 
greenhouse gases were caused by 
decaying food waste, Louise said. 

“If it’s eaten by insects, the 
greenhouse gas amounts reduce 
massively. And they clean up bio-
waste. 

“People might worry that mag-
gots seem a bit dirty, but what 
they’re doing is they’re cleaning… 
they’re quite good at processing 

Louise Deane explains the NOW Project to residents at Richmond Villas. BELOW: Black soldier fly larvae.                                 Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

the bad things in waste that we 
need to get rid of.”

The first year of the trial will fo-
cus on commercial food waste, and 
will be based onsite at the Seagull 
Centre. Once the processes have 
been refined, the team will look 
at making its processing facilities 
mobile, to avoid having to trans-
port large amounts of heavy waste.

The third year of the trial will 
investigate whether it is possible 
to safely process human sewage 
waste. 

“It sounds disgusting but we 
spend an enormous amount of 
money drying our sewage sludge 
and then shipping it to landfill and 
wasting all the nutrients that are in 
it,” Louise said. 

“We really need to cycle all the 
nutrients in our waste, in our food 
waste and our manures and put 
them back into the soil to feed the 
plants or put them into animals.”

It is this cyclical idea that sits 
behind the entire project, she said, 
finding ways to reuse valuable 
nutrients. Putting the larvae back 

into the cycle as animal feed will 
have financial benefits as well as 
environmental ones. 

“A really interesting thing that 
we’d like to look at is feeding fish,” 
Louise said. 

“If we can find a way of using the 
nutrients that we already have and 
using [the larvae] to feed chickens 
and fish, then we are not having to 
import soy or fish meal, which is 
hugely environmentally problem-
atic.”

However, Louise said sewage-
fed larvae would not be used as 
animal feed. 

“There are other things you can 
do with it. We’re working with 
Environmental Science Research, 
which is a government research 
agency, to work out how to do all 
this safely and cleanly,” she said. 

“We’re also working with stu-
dents from the University of Can-
terbury on the products that you 
can make with them - you can ac-
tually make soap with the oil from 
the larvae, [and] adhesive.”

The trial is being funded primar-

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

USED EZYRIDA TERRA
MOBILITY SCOOTER

Hardly Used
C/w Roof, Large Rear Bag,
Windscreen, Walking Stick

Holder, Front Basket

$5,000 inc gst

SUPPLYING YOU WITH
• Agricultural Lime
• Specialists in Soil Testing
and Recommendations

• Reverted Superphosphate
• Custom Lime & Fertiliser
Blends

• Effective Microorganisms
(EM) and Humates

• Crushed Limestone for
races

Avoca has been supplying top quality lime and fertiliser to NZ farmers since 1947

Contact: Rev Crawford • 021 503 029 • rev@avocagroup.co.nz

A recent two-day workshop in Thames 
brought together environmental enthusi-
asts keen to enhance their knowledge about 
native fish, particularly īnanga, and im-
prove stream health. 

Hosted by NZ Landcare Trust, Piako-
Waihou Catchment Trust, and the Moun-
tains to Sea Conservation Trust, the day was 
“a unique opportunity” for 25 community 
members to gain practical skills in stream 
management and conservation, Landcare 
Waikato catchments co-ordinator Ric Bal-
four said. “Nic Naysmith, national īnanga 
spawning programme co-ordinator, kick-
started the workshop with expert insights 
into the lifecycle of īnanga, which makes 
up 90 per cent of New Zealand’s whitebait 
species.” he said. “Participants learned to 
locate spawning sites in coastal streams 
where the saltwater meets freshwater.

“While īnanga lay eggs in dense vegeta-
tion, participants practiced spotting and 
mapping eggs using sago as a substitute due 
to the eggs’ minuscule size of just 1mm.”

A field visit to the Karaka Stream further 
revealed how human intervention could fa-
cilitate spawning. Straw bales were placed 
at the bird hide end of the stream to rep-
licate vegetation for spawning, compensat-
ing for areas where natural vegetation has 
been replaced by rock and concrete. 

Ric said he had been tasked with moni-
toring these bales through autumn to track 
their effectiveness in encouraging spawn-
ing. But despite these efforts, the Karaka 
Stream’s 600m concrete channel remained 
a migration barrier for whitebait, and re-
storing fish passage was on his to-do list.

Day two focused on stream health moni-
toring using the NIWA Stream Habitat 
Monitoring and Assessment Kit. 

Whitebait Connection national co-or-
dinator Pat Hawkins guided participants 
through tools and techniques such as as-

Īnanga workshop held

sessing stream bank vegetation, examin-
ing streambed conditions, and identifying 
macroinvertebrates. 

At Redwood Lane, just upstream from 
the channelled segment of Karaka Stream, 
participants practiced these skills while 
also discovering torrentfish and redfin bul-
ly trapped overnight in minnow traps. 

Ric said Thames High School students 
had taken an active role in stream monitor-
ing over the past three years, blending out-
door and science learning.

The workshops not only equipped partic-
ipants with technical skills but also fostered 
a sense of community responsibility toward 
conservation, he said. 
DETAILS: Email ric.balfour@landcare.org.nz.

Searching for eggs.                      Photos: SUPPLIED

A local native torrentfish, or panoko (Māori).
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+ORC

Movement that inspires

Movement that inspires

Movement that inspires

Movement that inspires

Kia Niro
Hybrid

$64,990

$25,990

$45,990

Kia Sorento
7 Seater
Hybrid or Diesel

New

Kia Stonic
SX

New Kia SeltosNew

New

FROM

SPECIAL

FROM

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz
THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

STOCK
AVAILABLE
NOW

+ORC

+ORC

Ends March 31st
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APRIL GARDENING AT

382 Ngati Maru Highway

Totara, Thames

OPEN 7 DAYS
8.30am to 5pm

Ph 868 7960

GREEN
MANURE
CROPS

PLANT NOW
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Plant above
ground crops

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

6

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

7

Non planting
Day

8

Non planting
Day

9

Non planting
Day

10

Non planting
Day

11

Non planting
Day

12

Plant above
ground crops

13

Full Moon
14

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

15

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

16

Non planting
Day

17

Non planting
Day

18

Non planting
Day

19

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

20

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Non planting
Day

24

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

25

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

26

Non planting
Day

27

Non planting
Day

28

NewMoon

29

Plant above
ground crops

30

Non planting
Day

April 2025April 22202225
Moon Planting CalendarMMMoon Planttt ing Calendar

CCCalllendddar
SSSuuuppppppllliiieeeddd bbbyyy
Gilmer Farms

GARDEN
CENTRE

9am - 5pm 7 Days
28 Thames Road, Paeroa • Ph: 862 6438
E: donna@countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

PLANTS • POTS • ALL GARDEN NEEDS • WATER FEATURES • GIFTS

SPRING BULBSSPRING BULBS
IN STORE NOWIN STORE NOW

GardeningGardening
With increased soil moisture after 

the drier summer and early au-
tumn months there is much new growth. 
Overnight dews bring a freshness to 
lawns and young seedlings. But soon 
enough cooler temperatures will arrive. 
Be aware of your frost tender plants and 
either move pots under cover or prepare 
to cover plants in the garden. Keep the 
garden weed free, add some fertilizer 
and a layer of mulch.
VEGETABLES
Harvest the last of your late summer veg-
etables – pumpkins, potatoes, tomatoes, 
eggplants peppers and onions.

Store onions, pumpkins and potatoes 
in a cool dry place. If you choose to give 
your veggie patch a rest over the winter, 
add nutrients back into the soil by sow-
ing a crop of blue lupins or mustard seed, 
which will add nitrogen and improve the 
soil structure. Raised veggie beds can be 
a bonus in winter, increasing the drain-
age, soil warmth and saving your knees 
and backs. Replenish soil and add blood 
and bone, sheep pellets and mulch if you 
wish. Once you have cleared your toma-
to patch, dig in some compost, blood and 
bone and sheep pellets and plant leafy 
greens like spinach, silverbeet, broccoli, 
cabbage or cauliflower.

A liquid seaweed fertilizer is an excel-
lent plant starter. It helps to stimulate 
root growth.
FLOWERS
Autumn is the ideal time for planting 
new trees and shrubs to allow them to 
get established over the cooler, wetter 
winter months. Now is the time to plant 
sweet pea seeds in a warm sunny spot 
for spring and summer flowering.

Sow seeds of alyssum, aquilegia, ca-

Add nutrients to garden soil

Harvest the last of your late summer vegetables.                  File Photo: PIXABAY

Resilient growth

We kicked off the year with an ambitious 
team-building adventure: canyoning 

through a low-water stream. 
The lush bush, big abseils, and endless 

laughter set the tone for a day filled with both 
excitement and unforeseen challenges.

I made a rookie mistake - planning an ad-
venture I hadn’t personally scouted.

Relying on online guides and feedback, I underestimated 
the time needed to complete the journey.

What began as a thrilling escapade evolved into a gruelling 
test of endurance, especially when a slippery walkout turned 
into a gruelling bush crash back to our vehicle.

Our aim for the day was to embody the very lessons we teach 
kids: resilience and managing tough thoughts.

Before setting out, I asked each team member to find a 
teachable moment from their journey to add to their kete 
for future storytelling. By the end of the adventure, we were 
soaked, bruised, and exhausted. Despite our fatigue, we took a 
moment to reflect. One team member’s highlight moved me to 
tears. She shared how her hardest moment became her great-
est triumph. Fatigued, angry at the river, and frustrated with 
me, she reached a breaking point.

In that dark space, she turned to prayer and discovered 
strength she didn’t know she had. Instead of playing the victim 
or giving in to negativity, she made a conscious choice: to push 
forward, to lean into her faith, and to grow.

Her choice transformed her experience. 
She emerged as the hero of the day, proving that how we 

respond to challenges shapes the outcome more than the chal-
lenges themselves.

Her story got me reflecting on my own responses.
I might not control what happens to me, but I can control 

my reaction. And often, that choice defines the story we tell 
ourselves and others.

So as we tackle the year ahead, let’s ask ourselves: What 
story will I write with my response? Will I let challenges define 
me, or will I rise above them?

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. He and his team provide 
mentoring and resilience programmes across Thames and Paeroa to more than 
300 students a year. They are passionate about supporting our young people to 
thrive. Much of this work is funded outside of schools and it becoming increas-
ingly challenging in the current climate. Email michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign 
up to their quarterly newsletter or to become a supporter.

lendula, cineraria, cornflower, hollyhock, 
livingstone daisy, lobelia, snapdragon to 
name a few. Once seeds are sown, wa-
ter gently and keep the soil moist while 
they establish. Remove spent flowering 
annuals and plant your favourite winter 
flowers. Don’t forget to replenish the soil 
before replanting.
FRUITS
Continue to harvest late season apples, 
feijoas, persimmon, figs. The deciduous 
trees are all showing signs of leaf drop. 

Once all fruit trees are harvested, 
spray pip and stone fruit trees with cop-
per spray to protect against curly leaf, 
leaf blight, leaf spots, downy mildew, 
black spot and verrucosis. Feed citrus 
trees with Citrus Food to promote strong 
healthy autumn growth. Maintain a reg-
ular watering schedule to fatten fruit.
LAWNS
After the dry summer months, some 

lawns are looking a bit worse for wear, 
especially if they haven’t been watered 
regularly. 

This is the best month for sowing a 
new lawn or repairing your lawn. Mix in 
Saturaid with your grass seed and spread 
over prepared soil. This will help im-
prove the water penetration through the 
soil and reduce any dry patches. Mow 
regularly, remove clippings and water in 
the morning. Aerate or core to improve 
drainage and feed.
HERBS
Replenish your herb garden with com-
post, blood and bone and sheep pellets 
and dig well in. Sow sage, rosemary, 
thyme, parsley, mint, coriander, and 
chives. 
COMPOST HEAP
Add fallen leaves, and prunings.

Happy gardening.
- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage
Driving Courses

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com 

027 967 1399
animaladdiction.co.nz

For all your pet needs...

animals

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction
QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 

Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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A “good job done for a fair price”, has 
been the driving force for T&A Mc-

Watters Ltd in its 20-year operation.
The Ngatea-based company offers 

drain clearance, mulching, bulldozer, dig-
ger and truck hire, and a carting service 
for all grades of metal, palm kernel, hay, 
silage, sand and Mangatangi River Rock.

Tim McWatters, who operates the 
company with his wife Althea, said the 
bulk of their clients were farmers and 

councils.
“They all keep getting us back, so we 

must be doing a good job,” he said.
“We cover South Auckland, down to 

the Waikato, to the Coromandel Pen-
insula and the Hauraki Plains.”

Tim said the future plans for the com-
pany, which currently has four staff, 
was to expand if an opportunity arose.  
CONTACT: Get in touch by phoning 027 
278 5384.

T&A McWatters haul 20 years
T&A McWatters offers a “good job done for a fair price”.                                     Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal
HOTSY WATERBLASTING

“Old school service”
We turn up on time + Do a great Job

+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

WE PAINT NZ
For all your painting needs
Roof, Exterior, Interior.

No Job to small
Residential / Commercial

35 years experience
Specializing in Roof painting,

Make your Roof last Years more, all the
latest solutions for all types of roofing.
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

painter

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens
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Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Builder
Reno’s, decking, 
fencing. For free 
quote ph Phil 021 
088 63559

For Lease

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Handyman 
An experienced 
handyman covering 
all trades with over 
20 years exp build-
ing trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Handyman Services
THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

Property Maintenance
One Stop Shop

Ph. Shane 027 480 5586
No Silly Prices.

• Carpentry
• Plastering
• Painting
• Tiling
• Gardening

30
yrs
exp

property maintenance

Pets
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Painters

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Painter available now, 
experienced in interior 
and exterior work. Ph 
0272142442

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Trades

signs

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, 
Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa 
Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, 
Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, 
Tararu Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, 
Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy           KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy



TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Church Notices

Death Notice Grazing

For Sale

Hay 

Storage

Storage

Storage

Wanted To Rent

Trades

Public Notice

Public Notice

For Sale

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway, Kopu, Thames

Clean, secure, dry Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale : 800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the Valley Profile office: 2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings and 

more .....
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STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Gardening

HAY FOR SALE: 
conventional bales, this 
season: $12 per bale; 
previous season: $10 
per bale. Good quality 
meadow hay, suitable 
for horses. Pick up 
Puriri, Ph 0211454735.

Dry and seasoned
Teatree $160 per m3

Pine $90 per m3

Free delivery to
Paeroa and surrounds

Shaun & Chanelle
Neustroski

Ph 027 938 0349

• All interior stopping & painting
• Skim coating • Vacuum sanding

• Textured ceilings removed
• Experienced tradesmen

RENOVATION Work is a speciality
FREE QUOTES - Ph 0274 726 094

CEILING & WALL CEILING & WALL RRENOVATORSENOVATORS

Heifer grazing 
available. 25 / 26 
season. Komata. Phone 
Keith Trembath MNZM 
07 862 6833

Waihi Assembly 
  of God Church
“Worship & Healing”

10am Sundays
Scout Hall, 

Baker St, Waihi

                             HAURAKI MĀORI TRUST BOARD 
                   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Saturday 29 March 2025    -      10.00am 
Matai Whetu Marae, 12 Ngāti Maru Highway, Kopu, Thames 

 

AGENDA 

1. Karakia-Mihi 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of previous meeting 
4. Presentation of HMTB Annual Report 2023-2024 
5. Presentation of HMTB Annual Plan 2024-2025 
6. General Business 

 

               PARE HAURAKI FISHING TRUST 
                                    ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Saturday 29 March 2025 - (Commencing after HMTB AGM) 
Matai Whetu Marae, 12 Ngāti Maru Highway, Kopu, Thames 

 
AGENDA 

1. Karakia-Mihi 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of previous meeting 
4. Presentation of PHFT Annual Report 2023-2024 
5. Presentation of PHFT Annual Plan 2024-2025 
6. General Business 
7. Karakia Whakamutunga 

 
Please note that the documents relating to the HMTB and PHFT AGM 

will be available on request from the HMTB office or on our 
website www.hauraki.iwi.nz prior to the AGM. 

All queries to (07) 862 7521 or free phone 0508 468 288 
Nikky Fisher - Chief Executive 

Hauraki District 
Council Meetings - 
April 2025
Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of April 2025 in  
the Council Chamber, Hauraki House,  
1 William Street, Paeroa unless otherwise 
stated.
Western Plains Drainage District Committee 
Thursday, 3 April 2025, 10.30am 
Paeroa Office
Eastern Plains Drainage District Committee 
Thursday, 3 April 2025, 1.00pm  
Paeroa Office
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Monday, 7 April 2025, 9.00am (if required)
Planning Committee
Monday, 14 April 2025, 9.00am (if required)
Audit and Risk Committee
Tuesday, 15 April 2025, 9.00am
Community Partnerships Committee 
Wednesday, 16 April 2025, 9.00am
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Tuesday, 22 April 2025, 9.00am (if required)
Finance Committee
Monday, 28 April 2025, 10.00am
Council
Wednesday, 30 April 2025, 9.00am
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

FT employed tenant 
looking for a place to 
park and live in his 
house bus, (prev land-
lord selling up). Kopu, 
Thames, Ngatea areas 
if possible. Quiet mature 
man. Ref available. 
Please contact Michele 
022 074 6330, nga mihi. 

RUSSEK, 
Judith Ann (Jiggs):
Passed away March 20, 2025 
at Masterton, aged 83 years.
Dearly loved sister and sister-
in-law to Sherry and John 
Carter, and loved aunty to 
Michael, Todd and Dean. 
R.I.P.

HomeMaintenance

‘SHE SORTS IT’ 
From Mess to Impress: Gardening, 
home cleaning, painting, declutter, odd 
jobs, deceased estates.
Creating Beautiful, Organised, 
Serene Spaces. 
Qualified and experienced horticulturist. 
Ready to Present to market or event!
Contact Pippa or Gin, Ph 027 747 
7000

There is an ele-
ment of danger in 

many jobs attended 
by police, and the cir-
cumstances playing 
out and results are 
usually unknown.

However when I 
look back at the end 

result of a few of the situations that oc-
curred, I can’t help but have a bit of a 
chuckle.

In Rotorua in the early hours of the 
morning, at domestic dispute occurred 
between a slightly in intoxicated man and 
his partner. The row became heated and 
the police were called. 

Tthe man became very angry, agitated 
and violent and locked himself in the 
house with his firearms. Though fortu-
nately his partner and their children were 
able to escape out the rear of the house. 

The house was surrounded by Police 
in an effort to isolate him there so police 
could start negotiating with him. It was a 
very dark winter’s night and my task was 
to get in a position to cover the rear and 
one side of the house while other staff 
covered other corners similarly.

I crossed through a neighbours proper-
ty at the rear, climbed over the fence and 
had to crawl through a vegetable garden 
to get near the house.

I came to a smallish doll’s-type house 
but doubting a large male could get into 
it, I crawled past and settled in a low 
hedge row concealed but with coverage of 
the sides and rear of the dwelling.

The Detective Inspector at the front of 
the house had started trying to make con-
tact with the offender first by phone but 
with no result, he had to start appealing 
for the man to come out by loud speaker.

This continued for some time with no 
result and with growing frustration. The 
boss advised the offender to throw the 
weapons out or stand in the front door. If 
no response in five minutes, tear gas was 
going to be put into the house to get him 
out.

A few minutes went by and then I got a 
hell of a fright when I hear right behind 
me “all right I give up”, and turn to see 
the man struggling to free himself from 
the clutches of the wee doll’s house! He 
was having trouble extricating himself. 

I tried to sound as calm, unsurprised 
and unshocked as I could with an “okay 
come on” and took him around to the 
front in the darkness so everyone could 
stand down after his arrest. 

The worst I got was a bit of ribbing 
later that night and the next day but in 
the years since, recall has provided some 
mirth in the strong memory of it with a 
chuckle anyway. Isn’t it funny how things 
turn out sometimes.

- Ron Agnew is a 
former Thames Police officer

Crim no match for 
‘wee doll’s house’

By RON AGNEW

OPINION

Community comes together 
to celebrate the sea
Seaweek brought together Mercury Bay 

residents of all ages to celebrate connec-
tion to the ocean.

Department of Conservation (DOC) com-
munity ranger Cheyenne Walmsley said 
the week demonstrated strong community 
spirit and a keen interest in marine envi-
ronments.

“The ocean plays a big part in the lives of 
people living on the Coromandel Peninsula, 
and we saw that with many people partici-
pating in events and taking action during 
the week,” Cheyenne said. 

The festivities began at Buffalo Beach 
on March 1 with a beach treasure hunt, 
marine-themed giveaways, and activities 
such as identifying marine pests and learn-
ing about seabird burrows. 

On March 3, a beach clean along Hahei 
Beach and the Mautohe Cathedral Cove 
walking track saw 30 volunteers collect 
40kg of rubbish. Meanwhile, the Experi-
encing Marine Reserves Trust ran a school 
snorkelling session in Hahei. Students were 
excited as they saw octopus, snapper and 
other marine life swimming right before 

their eyes. 
On March 5, Mercury Twin Cinemas 

hosted a sold-out evening featuring short 
films and presentations on marine con-
servation. Topics included marine reserve 
monitoring, the effects of kina barrens, 
identifying marine pests, tracking seabirds 
with researcher Jamie Darby, the impor-
tance of estuaries with Coastcare, and 
learning about Aotearoa’s manta rays with 
MantaWatch NZ. 

Throughout the week, children partici-
pated in various competitions, including 
designing a Seaweek poster, building Lego 
sea creatures, and colouring a scene from 
Te Whanganui-o-Hei Marine Reserve. 

Local agencies also visited schools includ-
ing Mercury Bay Area School, Coromandel 
Area School, and Netherton School, to dis-
cuss marine reserves and sea creatures. 

“Thank you to everyone who joined in on 
making Seaweek 2025 a success,” Cheyenne 
said. “Off the back of a successful Seaweek 
2025, we are looking forward to establish-
ing Seaweek in the local events calendar for 
years to come.”

Seaweek 2025 celebrated all things marine in the Coromandel.     Photo: SUPPLIED/DOC
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Stack, 4 Show a bold front, 11 Duvet, 14 Unwed, 15 Matrimonial, 16 Thespian, 19 Culprit, 20
Chaos, 21 Structure, 24 Intercept, 26 Sprite, 27 Deform, 31 Proxy, 32 Catacomb, 34 Distillery, 38 Ignored,
39 Collie, 40 Client, 41 Chew, 42 Glisten, 45 Headstrong, 50 Escorts, 54 Acme, 55 Acumen, 56 Novels, 57
Dubious, 60 Percentage, 61 Lemonade, 62 Eider, 65 Quarry, 66 Poirot, 67 Accompany, 72 Governing, 73
Canal, 74 Mimicry, 79 Imprison, 80 Connoisseur, 81 Herbs, 82 Saves, 83 Put off the scent, 84 Stays.

DOWN: 2 Tongue, 3 Cheap, 5 Hoax, 6 Worship, 7 Bamboo, 8 Land, 9 Fracture, 10 Tahiti, 11 Disorderly, 12
Void, 13 Tantrum, 17 Miser, 18 Curtailing, 22 Ocean, 23 Together, 25 Noxious, 26 Subject, 28 Frugal, 29
Foiled, 30 Stance, 33 Adobe, 35 Yawns, 36 Gene, 37 Echo, 42 Grasp, 43 Immortal, 44 Nicety, 45 Home
ground, 46 Aunt, 47 Singlet, 48 Revamp, 49 Nylon, 51 Scum, 52 Opinion, 53 Toupee, 58 Tear to bits, 59
Idiot, 63 Bring off, 64 Split, 65 Queries, 68 Classic, 69 Recoup, 70 Saline, 71 Grubby, 75 Inert, 76 Spiv, 77
Knit, 78 Turn.

ACROSS
1 Student’s
composition (5)
4 Awkward
predicament (6,9)
14 Pick-me-up (5)
15 Direction indicator
(5)
16 Give no credence
to (10)
17 Of imposing height
(5)
19 Go hard (3)
20 Gulp (7)
21 Weather instrument
(9)
22 Handwriting (6)
25 One who
consistently
overcharges (9)
27 Response (6)
28 Waxy light (6)
33 Castle access (10)
35 Burning (3)
36 Abrupt (6)
37 Festival (4)
39 Egg producer (3)
41 Description of an
event (7)
42 Fishing weight (6)
43 Lacking due care
(9)
44 Districts (5)
45 Foolhardy (8)
50 Former partner (2)
51 Fit and vigorously
active (8)
55 Body organ (5)
58 Twenty-five percent
(3,2,4)

59 Instructed (6)
60 Flier (7)
61 Room in public
house (3)
63 Tale (4)
64 Pullover (6)
65 Amazement (3)
66 Strong-willed (10)
68 Kidnap (6)
69 Fiscal estimate (6)
71 Coming into view
(9)
76 Pasture plant (6)
77 Manual agility (9)
79 Volunteered (7)
81 Mimic (3)
84 Merge (5)
85 Extended (10)
86 Narrow band (5)
87 Alleviates (5)
88 Almost too late
(2,3,4,2,4)
89 Candid (5)
DOWN
2 Cunning (6)
3 Coral island (5)
5 Dilute (4)
6 Green vegetable (7)
7 Cowardly (6)
8 Girl’s name (5)
9 Futile (7)
10 Fee for passing (4)
11 Place of work (6)
12 Feeling of anxiety
(5)
13 Deliberately sink (7)
14 True-to-type (7)
18 Symposium (10)
23 Examine (5)
24 Numbs (7)

26 Oar rest (7)
27 Serious infectious
disease (7)
29 Citadel (anag)(7)
30 Day nursery (6)
31 Throttle (5)
32 Distance up (6)
34 Check and correct
(4)
36 Scoff (5)
38 Top room (5)
40 Grind up (4)
45 Spacious (5)
46 Exonerated (7)
47 Connection (4)
48 Gained points (6)
49 Cat type (5)
50 Competitor (7)
52 Low-flying machine
(10)
53 Exhilaration (7)
54 Pressed (6)
55 Curt (7)
56 Blocks (5)
57 Storage building (4)
62 Precipitous (5)
67 Sea creature (7)
68 Garb (7)
70 Mischievous sprite
(7)
72 One in hospital (7)
73 Decorative pattern
(6)
74 Cave (6)
75 Quit one’s job (6)
76 Discontinue (5)
78 Uniform jacket (5)
80 Go in (5)
82 Netting (4)
83 Joint line (4)

 SUDOKU               193

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                213
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Mangatangi 1781MirandaRoad

108ha

AskingPrice $4,600,000+GST(if any)
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Provendairyunitwith topnotch infrastructure
Spanning 108ha(moreor less), thiswell-equippeddairy farmoffers flexibilitywithsettlement tosuitAutumnorSpring
calving.Anadditional62ha(moreor less) lease isavailableacross the road,accessedviaanunderpass.The farm
featuresamodern50-bale rotarydairyshed, three residences, a300-cowfeedpad,andextensive infrastructure,
includingshedsandabore for reliablewater.Effluentcovers30ha.Locatedunder 100kmfromAucklandand
Hamilton, this isaprime farmingopportunity.Thevendorsare readytomove—call today toview.

bayleys.co.nz/2315951

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Turua 94PiakoRoad

4.0469ha 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 10Apr2025
BayleysHamilton,96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.30-11amSun30Mar
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Space, styleandshedding
Seton4.04ha(moreor less), this superb4-bedroomlifestyleproperty is ideal for familiesordownsizing farmers.
Threebedroomshavebuilt-inwardrobes,while themasterboastsanensuite.Alargedoublegaragewith internal
access includesa laundry.Outside, ahigh-studthree-bayshedsuitsboatsor farmgear.Twofencedpaddocksoffer
space for livestock,plus roomforachickencooporgardens.Minutes fromNgateaandKopu,withHaurakiPlains
Collegezoning, it’s a rare find—don’tmissout!

bayleys.co.nz/2630033
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $1,099,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sereneruralhaven: familyhomewithpanoramicviews
Escapeto rural tranquilitywith this three-bedroomlifestylepropertyon3.2hectares (moreor less)of rollinghills and
lushgreenery.Thehomefeaturesamasterbedroomwithensuite, twoadditionalbedrooms,andanopen-plan
kitchen, living, anddiningareawithmodernappliancesandan islandbench.Largeslidingdoors leadtoaspacious
deckwithstunning rural views.With6.8kWsolarpanels, adoublegarage, fully fencedpaddocks, extrashedding,and
aprivate riverbeach, it’sperfect forhobby farmingorequestrianpursuits. Justashortdrive toThames, thisproperty
blendsserenityandconvenience.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316097

Paeroa 183BThorpRoad

15ha 4 2 2
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
3pm,Thu 10Apr2025
BayleysHamilton,96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View9-9.30amSun30Mar
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Receivership lifestylesale
Here is theopportunity topurchase thisexpansive210sqm(moreor less)homeontheoutskirtsofPaeroa that is
situatedon flat landoverlooking the 15.39ha(moreor less)of landthatcomeswith it.All it needs isanewfamily to
enjoyall it has tooffer. Inside lends itself tospaciousopen-plan livingarea includingawell-designedandmodestchef-
likekitchen.Family living iswell cateredwith fourdoublebedrooms,andtwobathrooms,andaguest toilet.Outside,
theproperty isanentertainer'sdreamwithextensivedecking to thenortheast. Situated inadesirable rural setting, the
property is just4minutes’ drive fromtheconveniencesofPaeroa township.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2630038
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS

Pump track riders Blake Bergersen, left, Blake Mackenzie and Maia Ngamane.        Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Luca Edmeades, left, and Micah Aloua tackle the skills section with ease.

Keeley Tuely, left, races Zoe Birch.

Matua Waati blesses the track.

New pump track
  

An official opening for the new 
$163,760 Pump and Bike 

Track around the Pārāwai School 
field took place recently. 

Mātua Waati Ngamane of Ngāti 
Maru was invited to bless the new 
circuit, which was built by Trail 
Pro, at around noon on March 
3, then students were allowed to 
take to the tracks on their wheels.

Pārāwai students, staff and 
teachers were invited to join 
together after school at 3pm for 
a ride around on the track and 
a sausage sizzle put on by the 
school. 

The project was made pos-
sible by the support and grants 

of $50,000 from Pub Charity, 
$50,000 from We Care Com-
munity Trust, and the remainder 
from the Pārāwai School board 
and also school fundraising. 

In its grant application, the 
school said the track on the 
grounds at Pārāwai School was 
much closer to home for children 
of the community, who would be 
able to visit the school grounds to 
ride bikes and scooters locally and 
in safety with friends. 

It would also be an asset to the 
independent after school and 
holiday care programmes which 
were held at Pārāwai School, and 
included children from schools 
across the wider Thames area, the 
school said.

Josiah Akulu shows his skills.

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA


