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Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!
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Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Concerns over handling of college threat, P3
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MAIN ST ‘UNSAFE’MAIN ST ‘UNSAFE’

Lack of lighting in Paeroa’s main street 
was one of many concerns for those 

who responded to a Paeroa Business Asso-
ciation (PBA) survey recently. 

The survey, which ran for 70 days from 
Christmas, was put together to gauge the 
public perception of Paeroa’s main shop-
ping area on Belmont and Normanby Rds. 

Of the more than 100 people who re-
sponded, 74 per cent were locals, with the 
remainder made up of visitors to the area. 

Survey respondents rated the overall 
presentation of Paeroa’s main street 2.2 
out of five stars. For cleanliness, the street 

was rated 2.8 out of five, and for building 
appearance 2.1. 

But it was safety on the street at night 
that caused concern, with only 23 per cent 
of respondents saying they felt safe.

Those who felt unsafe at night said their 
main issues were the lack of lighting, not 
enough policing, and too many rough peo-
ple “lurking around in the dark”. 

Respondents said lighting was inad-
equate and inconsistent, with some spots 
that were safe and some dark areas that 
weren’t. 

Suggested improvements included bet-

ter lighting, a return of the street radio, 
upgraded pavements, more seating, more 
regular deep cleaning, painting throughout 
the main street to lift its appearance, and 
getting rid of temporary fencing.

PBA committee member Rhys Carmi-
chael said the survey was an important 
first step in branding Paeroa as a desirable 
destination to shop and work. 

“One of the key focuses for the business 
association is about uplifting the  appear-
ance of the main street, and the way the 
community feels about it,” he said. 

“[The survey has] exactly reiterated 

all the thoughts we’ve had in the areas   
where we’re focusing initially.”

The association is already making plans 
to replace the more than 120 lights in the 
main street with more cost-efficient and 
reliable LED lights. 

It’s expected to cost around $70,000. 
“We’ve obtained the quotes, we have 

someone lined up who can do the work, 
but of course we have to get the money 
first,” Rhys said. 

“As a business association and a not-for-
profit organisation, the maintenance of at 

 Paeroa’s main street needs a facelift, according 
to a recent survey.  File Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

CONTINUED ON P2

Survey shines spotlight on need for $70k fixSurvey shines spotlight on need for $70k fix
A recent survey 
found only 
23 per cent of 
people feel safe 
on the main 
street of Paeroa 
at night. ALICE 
PARMINTER 
reports 



PAEROA EVACUATION
Waikato Police are making enquiries after 
an incident in Paeroa on March 2.
An officer attended a property on 
Shaw Avenue at around 1.30pm on an 
unrelated matter, a police spokesperson 
said. 
“Upon conducting an initial door knock, 
police noticed unsecured firearms inside 
the property through a window. Police 
contacted the owner of the property and 
invoked the Search and Surveillance Act 
to enter and search the residence. 
“During the search, Police located five 
firearms and ammunition, alongside an 
item of concern. Police contacted the 
New Zealand Defence Force Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Team.”
As a precaution, the surrounding area 
was evacuated, and cordons were put 
in place. Police said the disposal team 
attended and made the item safe. 
Police are speaking with the owner and 
occupants of the residence.

FOUR ARRESTED 
Four people are before the courts after 
separate burglaries in the Waihī and Waihī 
Beach areas between January 23 and  
February 5. A 31-year-old woman and 
40-year-old man, both of Karangahake, 
have been jointly charged with burglary 
from a holiday park; a 48-year-old 
Auckland man is also charged with 
burglary from a separate holiday park; 
while a 24-year-old Waihī man has been 
charged with burglary of a residential 
property. 

During all three burglaries, clothing, food 
and a car were stolen.
Waihī Sergeant Nigel Sanderson said 
Police wanted to thank the members of 
the public who promptly reported the 
incidents. “The information they provided 
us allowed us to act quickly – and two of 
the accused were arrested as they walked 
past the Waihī Police station.”
All four have appeared in court and will 
reappear at later dates.

DAIRY ROBBERIES
Police are making enquiries after a robbery 
at a commercial premises on Tararu Rd on 
Friday, February 28, at around 5.10am. 
Meanwhile, several police vehicles were 
on site in Kerepēhi on March 3, following 
reports of a robbery around 6.50am. 
Police said there would be an increased 
presence in the area while a scene 
examination was undertaken. Enquiries 
are ongoing into both incidents.

SCRUB FIRE
Fire and Emergency New Zealand 
responded to a vegetation fire near 
Otway at 2pm on Sunday, March 2 with 
nine trucks, a spokesperson said. The 
fire was initially in two places – each 80 
metres by 50 metres in size, and about 
200 metres away from each other.
The fire on the eastern side of Paeroa-
Tahuna Rd was contained by 2.30pm, and 
the fire on the western side reached 200 
metres by 20 metres in size before being 
suppressed at around 3.45pm.
Traffic on the road was diverted for safety 
while the fire was brought under control. 
The last crew left at 4.20pm. The cause of 
the fire is currently being investigated.
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

The Ziegler & Brown range of
portable grills provide superior

quality, power and flexibility to help
you discover a whole new world

of outdoor entertaining!

The toughest, coldest box in the
world. Tough, reliable, and value for
money make the Icey-Tek standard

and long box range the most
popular in New Zealand....for the Latest in Outdoor Essentials.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win 
a Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Eves Real 
Estate ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Learn Bridge in Te Aroha,
the best card game.

Lessons for new players start
at the club, 105 Whitaker St

on Thursday March 27th at 7pm once a
week on Thursdays.

If interested, please call Charlotte
on 027 387 0583

charlottejager@ hotmail.com
“Learn to play and meet new friends, too.”
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least 120 lights is not cheap, [but] the goal is to have this 
sorted realistically within the next six to seven months.” 

The under-verandah lighting had historically been the 
responsibility of the former Positive Paeroa community 
promotion group, and when the group became dormant, 
some individual businesses began maintaining their own 
lights, Rhys said. 

However, the PBA will now be managing all the lighting, 
to bring consistency back to the street.

Hauraki District Council indicated it might consider re-
acquiring and maintaining Paeroa’s under-verandah light-
ing assets in the future, according to the minutes of a com-
munity partnerships committee meeting on February 12. 

However, Deputy Mayor Paul Milner told The Profile it 
was only an idea at this stage. 

“The association was quite keen to get it up to a good 
standard because they’re working closely with all the busi-
nesses to see what their needs are and what businesses are 
willing to contribute, and they’re able to get outside fund-
ing as well,” he said. “[But] it’s certainly not off the table 
that that could happen.”

The business association is currently receiving guidance 
on the project from the council’s funding advisor. 

Rhys said the survey results would help strengthen the 
PBA’s funding applications. 

“It becomes the business district’s voice to say, ‘hey look, 
there’s a call within the community for this’,” he said.

“Thank you to the people who took part in it. 
“And if anyone wishes to make a donation, that would 

be greatly appreciated. If we can make [the street] look in-
viting, that is going to bring more people to town, more 
businesses, and then in turn it’s going to put more back out 
into the community.”
DETAILS: To donate or find out more, con-
tact the PBA: enquires@paeroa.org.nz. 

Main St ‘unsafe’
CONTINUED FROM P1

In Brief
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

Professional , Honest and Reliable Home Kill
Processing Available

call now to make a booking
Homemade Old Fashioned

Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site
Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

90CKopuRoad,Kopu, (next to bridge),Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz •www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds

• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

Concerns over handling of threat to college
Parents of Hauraki Plains Col-

lege students are angry about 
a lack of communication around 
an incident last week which saw 
the school threatened and subse-
quently closed. 

The school was made aware 
of an anonymous video contain-
ing “specific threats of harm” on  
Thursday, February 27. Police 
identified and questioned a young 
person in relation to the incident. 

Meanwhile, classes continued 
as usual. 

The school sent out text mes-
sages advising parents of the situ-
ation, but many said they did not 
receive the communication. 

The first text from the school 
said, “a threat has been made to 
our school. The police are here… 
We are managing the risk in an 
appropriate manner”. 

It was followed later in the after-
noon by another message saying 
the situation had been resolved 
and there was not believed to be 
any further threat at that time. 

Some of the parents who did re-
ceive the messages collected their 
children early, as did parents who 
were contacted directly by their 
children from their personal de-
vices. School management then 
decided to close the school on 
Friday following an unconfirmed 
second threat. 

“While we are unable to verify 
its legitimacy at this time… Out of 
an abundance of caution, a deci-
sion has been made to close the 
school for instruction on Friday,” 
the school said in a statement. 

Police later told The Profile it 
was not aware of a second threat 
being made. 

“Police are speaking to a young 
person in relation to the incident 
[and] are not seeking anyone else 
in relation to the incident,” Police 
said. “There is not believed to be 
any further threat to public safety.”

Social media was awash with 
rumours and misinformation on 
Thursday and Friday, as the school 
community tried to figure out what 
was happening. 

Even students had little infor-
mation. One student who spoke 
to The Profile said they heard ru-
mours in class on Thursday, be-
fore parents had been contacted. 

“There was a boy who said there 
was a guy who was going to come 

[to the school]. And I’m like, oh, 
that’s just fake. But then at morn-
ing tea, it started... kids knew 
about it. There were a lot more 
teachers. I knew something bad 
was happening.”

One parent, Lisa, who requested 
only her first name be published, 
said she had lost trust in the school 
over the lack of clarity as the inci-
dent was unfolding.

“I think everybody’s just as 
stunned as I was. I’m not quite 
sure why we’ve had no commu-
nication, you know. And the only 
detail that we’ve received is what 
the kids have been told at school 
by the teachers,” she said. 

“We’re left to fill in the gaps be-
cause we haven’t been given the 
right account. So everything that 

comes in we’ve got to consider as 
it could be right. And some of it is 
pretty scary.”

Principal Sharon Moller de-
clined to comment on Friday, say-
ing the school was still working 
closely with Police. However, the 
school’s board of trustees made 
two public statements explaining 
its actions during the incident. 

“We immediately consulted 
with the Police and followed their 
expert direction. For safety and 
operational reasons, the Police 
controlled the nature of commu-
nications from the school, which 
meant that we were restricted in 
what we could share at the time.

“We understand that this may 
have caused concern,” the first 
statement read. 

Hauraki Plains College closed on Friday as a precaution after a threat was made.                       File Photo

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“Following a review of our 
emergency communication proto-
cols, we have identified that some 
parents did not receive text mes-
sage notifications. We are actively 
investigating this issue and will 
take immediate steps to rectify it.” 

The second statement, released 
on Friday, clarified that the per-
son in question was never at or 
around the school grounds. It also 
addressed a lockdown drill held at 
the school on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 26, saying it was unrelated to 
the incident and had been pre-
planned to take place that week. 

The statement said students 
would be offered support on their 
return to school this week, and 
warned about misinformation. 

“We ask parents to discuss with 
their children the impact their so-
cial media posts may have on the 
ongoing escalation of situations 
when false information is shared.

“Our senior leadership team is 
aware of several false stories cur-
rently circulating among students, 
and the students responsible will 
be addressed on Monday,” it read. 

Lisa said she had asked the 
principal to meet with parents as 
a matter of urgency.

“I’m hoping that in the next 
couple of days... we can just dis-
cuss how this isn’t what we want 
to see,” she said. 

“If there is some kind of threat, 
we as parents have a right to do 
our own health and safety assess-
ment, and we decide how much 
risk we want to take with our chil-
dren.”
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PlainsWard –Tuesday 18 March 5:30pm
NgāteaWarMemorial Hall, Supper Room

PaeroaWard –Thursday 20 March 5:30pm
PaeroaWarMemorial Hall, Supper Room

WaihīWard –Thursday 27 March 5:30pm
Waihī Memorial Hall, Supper Room

Community Ward Meetings

Open consultations

Still waters run deep
Update on LocalWaters DoneWell
A huge amount of work is going into the
analysis of the five options that Council agreed
to investigate for the LocalWaters DoneWell
consultation. A Council working party will meet
on 10 April to decide on the preferred options to
present at the Council meeting on the 30 April
with the community consultation set for early
May 2025.

Learn more at
letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
local-water-done-well

Enrol. Vote.
Be heard.
The local body elections taking place on
11October 2025 call on everyone in the
district over 18 to stand up and be counted.
Help shape the future of your communities
by either standing for Council or making sure
yyyooouuu’rrreee eeennnrrrooolllllleeeddd tttooo vvvooottteee.

This year our voting arrangements include
the Mayor and 13 councillors including two
councillors for the newTe Pakikau
o te Ika MāoriWard.

Key Dates:

Friday 4 July
Nominations open
Friday 1August,
Nominations close at noon
Tuesday 9 September
Delivery ofVoting Packs

Remember, if you’d like to vote
inTe Pakikau o te Ika Māori
Ward, you’ll need to enrol in
the Māori electoral roll first
throughwww.vote.nz

Find out more about
enrolment and the eleeection
atwww.hauraki-dc.gggovt.nz/
council/elections

Are your contact details up
to date with us?
Do it online to save time!
Now’s the perfect time to update any changes
to your or your dog’s details before we prepare
the data file for the 2025/26 Dog Registration
print run. It makes a huge difference if all details
are up to date. Go online to get started.

https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.
nz/rules-regulations-licences/
dogs-other-animals/update-
registration-details

CONNECT

SHARE

KŌRERO

The plot thickens
The next chapter of the Ngātea (Plains) Library and Service Centre rebuild is taking shape.

So far the dump station for freedom campers has been relocated tomake room for the new building
and in February a short list of companies were invited to tender for the new build.Once the final edits
are done on the tender and consents process we’ll advise on the expected timeline for the project
including the demolition of the existing building.

LocalAlcohol Policy review
Opens 3March to 4April 2025.We’d like your opinion on
opening hours and the selling of single serve drinks for
off-licences.

Proposed PlanChange 2
Rezoning of some land inWaihī to either residential or
industrial land.

Proposed PlanChange 2A
Rezoning of Kopuarahi Hall and Patetonga Hall and
adjoining land.

View our website formore information
https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/

The library and customer service team
will move into the Supper Roomof
the NgāteaWarMemorial Hall for the
duration of the demolition and build.

View the concept plans at:
letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.
nz/service-centre-library

New toAntenno
or already using it?
Either way, snap a pic with
you showing the app ooppeenn,
upload it to Kōrero Maai
before 31 March, and yyou’re
in the draw to win a seet of
wireless earbuds, sponnsored
byAntenno!Open to HHauraki
District addresses onlyy.

Go to letstalk.haurakki-dc.
govt.nz/ready-set-snaap-win-
with-antenno

Snap,
Upload
andWin!

4March 2025



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     March 4, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 05

SH26 on target to reopen on time despite delay

State Highway 26 is expected 
to reopen on time despite 

flooding at the site of the bridge 
replacement, the transport 
agency says.

New Zealand Transport Au-
thority Waka Kotahi said work 
to replace the bridge on the 
highway at Onetai Rd between 
Pūriri and Hikutaia was well 
underway, and the road was ex-
pected to reopen on March 10, 
within the advertised four-week 
closure. 

However, the project hasn’t 
been without its hiccups. A 
photo supplied to The Profile 
shows submerged construction 
equipment in the stream, as a 
storm event over the weekend 
of February 15-16 caused flood-
ing at the site. 

A statement from NZTA said 
the flooding did not cause sig-
nificant damage, and although 
the team were unable to work 
for a day, the time was quickly 
made up. 

“The area around the bridge 
is known to flood, which is why 
the work needed to be done dur-
ing the drier summer months, 
and some allowance for this 
was built into the timeline of 
the programme. Works within 
the flood zone are substantially 
advanced now,” the statement 
said.  

Acting regional manager of 
infrastructure delivery Dar-
ryl Coalter told The Profile the 
agency was committed to com-
pleting the build as quickly as 

possible.
“The team replacing the 

bridge over Onetai stream is 
making good progress. They are 
currently finishing off the instal-
lation of the bridge abutments… 
after that’s complete they’ll 
move on to building the new 
road approaches and sealing the 
surface of the bridge,” he said. 

“The bridge will initially reo-
pen to one way traffic, to enable 
the team to finish the road ap-
proaches and other aspects of 
the project.”

Contractors are working ex-

tended hours on the project, 
NZTA said, with two shifts dur-
ing daylight hours. 

The road closure has been dif-
ficult for many, including busi-
nesses, workers and students. 
Cathy Haigh from The Cheese 
Barn at Matatoki said she had 
seen a noticeable drop in cus-
tom, despite efforts to inform 
people the cafe was still open. 

“It definitely has had an im-
pact on us. I’ve put posts on 
Facebook but… people are still 
confused, they’re still ringing 
and going, ‘how do I get to you?’ 

“We had a good weekend, 
Sunday was very busy. But then 
I’m having to let some of my 
staff go home early during the 
week because it just dies in the 
afternoon usually. There’s no 
one here.” 

Meanwhile, Hikutaia School 
students who live on the Thames 
side of the roadworks have been 
given a workaround solution by 
NZTA, to enable them to get to 
school without facing the 45-kil-
ometre detour. 

“The project team has built 
a pedestrian bridge over the 

stream as an interim measure, 
which is being well used by local 
school children and their fami-
lies,” Darryl said. 

“Because it’s part of the work 
site – children, parents/caregiv-
ers and teachers are escorted 
across at designated crossing 
times. Around 30 school chil-
dren are affected by this closure. 
While we can’t provide alterna-
tive access for cars, we wanted 
to see what we could do for the 
kids.” 

Equipment was flooded at the worksite after being left along the streambed during a storm. RIGHT: A temporary pedestrian bridge has been constructed through 
the worksite for local school kids.                       Photos: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Carpet | Vinyl | Wood | Rugs | Curtains | Blinds | Tracks | Accessories

*Offers are valid until 31/03/2025. Terms and conditions apply. See instore or online for full details.

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED
Come visit us at our co-located Carpet Court & CurtainStudio store

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

50%
OFF

Selected
Flooring*

10%to
A ELAS

Massive
Madness
flooring

Carpet*

40%
OFF

STOREWIDE
SALE

OFF30%
Studio & Designers Collection

Custom Curtains &
Roman Blinds* OFF50%

All Studio Custom
Roller & Venetian

Blinds*

Upto

COURSES AVAILABLE
AT VALLEY EDUCATION

AND TRAINING

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

free courses • free transport

Would you like to upskill or change
the direction of your career?

We hold a range of courses that are free of charge
and available to all age groups.

• Foundation Skills L1, 20 weeks
• Mechanical Engineering L2, 25 weeks
• Agriculture L2, 26 weeks
• Retail L2, 15 weeks
• Agriculture, Te Mahi Whenua L3, 15 weeks
• Horticulture L3, 21 weeks

All our courses earn credits,
helping you to gain NCEA Levels 1 and 2

We offer short courses, Barista, Learners, and
Defensive driving, at a charge.
For more information, get in touch.

Spartina spraying underway

The Department of Conservation 
(DOC) is undertaking an operation 

in Coromandel Harbour to control the 
spread of the invasive estuary grass 
weed Spartina. 

Work was scheduled to begin at the 
end of February with aerial spraying 
from a helicopter, and will be supple-
mented with back-pack spraying. The 
project is expected to wrap up in April. 
Exact timings for the spraying will de-
pend on a patch of clear weather with 
minimal wind. 

Spartina is a salt-tolerant grass which 
invades mud-flats and threatens the 
habitats of some migratory birds and 
shellfish. It is aggressive and needs to 
be removed, DOC said. 

“When it comes to Spartina, ‘do noth-
ing’ is not an option,” DOC Coromandel 
biodiversity ranger Jamie Carey said. 

“If we don’t address this infestation 
quickly, we’ll lose valuable habitat for 
our native species.”

The herbicide DOC will be using is 
halyoxfop-methyl, which affects only 
grasses and has been shown to reduce 
spartina by up to 95 per cent with a 
single application. It is low-risk to hu-
mans and breaks down in water, a DOC-
issued fact sheet said; however, it is 
known to be  “moderately toxic to some 
species of fish and invertebrates at high 
concentrations”. 

Jamie said the use of the chemical 
was closely controlled and monitored 
by DOC, the Waikato Regional Council, 
and the Environmental Protection Au-
thority. 

“The target weed, Spartina, is sprayed 
at low tide when there is minimal oppor-
tunity for the herbicide to enter stand-
ing water and is therefore absorbed into 
the spartina plants,” he said. 

“To date DOC hasn’t recorded any 

Spartina, a fast-growing grass which traps 
silt and sediments on mudflats. 

     Photo: SUPPLIED/DOC

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

negative ecological impacts, either acute 
or chronic. Work already undertaken in 
recent years within the Whitianga dis-
trict is consistent with this lack of meas-
urable impacts.”

Jamie said monitoring would be un-
dertaken after the operation to ensure 
water quality in the harbour has not 
been compromised, as per DOC’s con-
sent to use the product. “We acknowl-
edge some people do not support the 
application of herbicide, however it is 
currently the most efficient and effective 
method of controlling this weed. The fo-
cus of the weed control is to protect our 
estuaries, native flora and fauna.”

People are advised to avoid fishing 
and gathering kai moana within 500 
metres of the affected areas for five days 
following spraying. Signs with applica-
tion dates will be placed in key access 
locations around the estuary and har-
bour. 
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Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to mattress and base only.

499$
NOW ONLY!

KYRO ESSENTIAL
QUEEN MATTRESS + BASE

ALL STOCK REDUCED!

SALE
STOCK

CLEAROUT Beds unde
r

$1499!
1199$

SAVINGS!
BIG

COZY COMFORT
POP UP SET

1376$
DEAL

SUPER

PERFECT POSTURE
OMEGA MEDIUM

QUEEN MATTRESS + BASE

34 months interest free is available for purchases on $1499 and over using Purple Visa Card. Purple Visa Card Terms and Conditions, credit criteria
and Rates and Fees (including a $55 establishment fee and a $55 annual fee) apply. Prevailing interest rate (currently 26.65% p.a., as at 1 April 2024)
will apply to any outstanding balance at the expiry of the interest free period. Visit purplevisa.co.nz for more information.

34 MONTHS INTEREST FREE

New Turua principal all about connections
Karen Houghton is looking 

forward to forming con-
nections with her new students 
at Turua School. 

The new principal, formerly 
from Pōkeno School, said she 
was drawn to the small, tight-
knit community when she took 
on the role. 

“For me, education is about 
people. Building relationships 
with students, staff, and the 
community is key,” she said. 

“I really missed the fact that I 
didn’t know all the children by 
first name anymore [at Poke-
no]. When you’ve got 650 kids, 
it’s just not possible to know 
every child in the school.

“But I know a lot of the kids 
at Turua already, which is so 
lovely. 

“I’ve managed to teach in 
three of the classes now - that’s 
been really cool, being able to 
get back into the class and get 
to know the children,” she said. 

Karen brings with her years 
of experience in pastoral care 
and special education, along 
with her teaching experience. 

“A big part of my background 
is PB4L (Positive Behaviour for 
Learning), which is a behaviour 
management programme… it’s 
all about respect and care and 
love, and including others and 
listening to others. 

“And Turua is quite new in 
their journey, but their latest 
ERO report did talk around the 
need to increase pastoral care, 
which is one of my strengths,” 

she said. 
“[But] my philosophy is that 

the school has already got its 
own history and its own cul-
ture, so my first part of my role 
is just understanding where 
the school is at and getting to 
know the community and what 
they’re wanting for the school, 
because I believe that a princi-

pal’s role is to work collabora-
tively with the school commu-
nity.”

Also on Karen’s radar this 
year are the new maths and lit-
eracy curriculums. 

“When I first started as a 
SENCO or Special Educational 
Needs Coordinator at Pōkeno 
School, one of my big passions 

was how can we have so many 
children that are failing in 
reading and writing? What is 
causing that? 

“So I did a lot of research 
into structured literacy well be-
fore it became a thing that was 
mandated through the govern-
ment.”

But it won’t all be hard work 

Turua School’s new principal, Karen Houghton, is relishing getting to know her young charges.     Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

- a sprinkling of humour will 
be an essential part of Karen’s 
toolbox as well.  

“I love telling jokes, and I 
love riddles. They’ve already 
heard a lot of my bad jokes at 
school assembly. I think, par-
ticularly with big kids, if you 
can get them laughing and you 
can connect with them through 
a joke, then it really does so-
lidify your relationship, and 
being able to be a bit of an idiot 
in front of them is good too,” 
she said. 

“I got told last week that I 
had skibidy sigma. My kids 
were well-impressed by that. 
I didn’t know what skibidy 
meant - apparently, I’m extra 
cool, so there you go. I’ll take 
that.”

What Karen is most excited 
for, however, is continuing to 
grow the school’s welcoming 
community vibe. 

“[The students] all come to 
school with their own set of 
values and understandings of 
the world,  and it’s about en-
suring that they can see them-
selves within the school so the 
school reflects who they are,” 
she said. 

“That’s what I hope for them, 
that they’ll come to school and 
love it, and then the learning 
will just be a great by-product 
of that, because if a kid feels 
safe, happy, and connected, 
then they’re ready to learn, and 
that’s key, I think, for a child 
on the learning journey.”
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2014 Holden Cruz
1.6Ltr Turbo, Top Spec & Condition

NOW
$10,990

2012 Nissan Duke
1.5 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Popular Car

JUST
$8,990

2012 Ssangyong Actyon
5 Speed Diesel, 2WD, TOP TRUCK

NOW
$10,990

2014 Holden Cruze
Z Series, Top Spec, Turbo Auto

NOW
$10,990

2014 Hyundai Sante Fe Elite
V6 Auto,7 Seat, Tow Bar,

Top Spec & Condition

$14,990

2011 Ford Fiesta LX
Auto, Low 72Kms, 1.6 Ltr

$9,990

2015 Fiat Punto
Auto, Low 57Kms, 1 Owner, NZ New

$8,990

Multiple tragic drownings plague Bush family 
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Willow trees grew along the 
banks of the Ohinemuri 

River at Paeroa and eight year 
old Charles Bush had to stoop 
to pass underneath them. He 
intended to pick up some sticks 
to throw into the river with his 
friend Leslie Roigard, 10. The 
boys often played together on 
the river bank opposite the 
Criterion Hotel where Leslie’s 
father was proprietor. Charles’ 
mother Ellen was employed at 
the Criterion and both families 
lived there.

As Charles clambered under 
a willow bough on that Sat-
urday afternoon in February 
1922 he was very close to the 
edge of the steep bank. Leslie 
warned him to come away. At 
that moment Charles slipped, 
falling into the water and all 
Leslie could see of him was 
Charles’ hat floating on the 
river. He immediately called 
out in alarm but being a half-
day holiday there was no one 
about. Leslie ran up the stairs 
of the Criterion Hotel and told 
his mother and she sent him 

.                           Photo: SUPPLIED

for the police.
In the meantime Mr Broyd, 

Ohinemuri Club caretaker, 
ran over and dived in where 
Charles fell, but because of the 
clouded state of the water and 
weeds and rubbish, he could 
not find the boy. Constable Mc-
Clinchy arrived with grappling 
irons and others were soon on 
the spot with a boat. 

After 20 or 25 minutes grap-
pling under great difficulties 
through undergrowth the con-
stable succeeded in recover-
ing Charles. Dr Little was on 
the bank awaiting events, and 
Charles was immediately hand-
ed over to him.

The doctor applied artificial 
respiration methods but life 
was extinct. Charles was taken 

into the Criterion Hotel, where 
Mrs Roigard made all the nec-
essary arrangements.

The coroner and police in-
vestigated the locality of the 
fatality, a Ohinemuri Gazette 
reporter accompanying them. 
The place was a highly danger-
ous one for children. The bank 
was sloping and consisted of 
shifting pumice sand. At the in-
quest Dr Little stated death was 
due to drowning, adding that 
the filthy river had not helped 
matters. 

Constable McClinchy con-
curred, saying that the willows, 
weeds, and rubbish made the 
matter of rescue difficult.

The coroner’s verdict was 
that Charles, a lad who was 
bright, full of good spirits, and 

of winsome disposition, had 
accidently drowned. The sad 
event emphasised the need of a 
swimming bath attached to the 
school; had such a facility exist-
ed, it was more than likely that 
nearly every boy would be able 
to swim by the time he reached 
the age of eight. 

For Ellen Bush this terrible 
tragedy was not the first she 
had suffered. Eight years previ-
ously her husband, 25 year old 
Charles Cyril Bush, a Thames 
fisherman, had also drowned 
while clearing his nets in the 
Waihou River near Kopu, when 
Charles was just an infant.

Charles Cyril is buried at 
Shortland cemetery, Thames, 
and Charles Edward at Puker-
imu cemetery, Paeroa.

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. What name beginning with J also 
refers to a baby kangaroo?
2. James Cook named New Caledo-
nia when he viewed the rolling hills 
in the northeast of the island and 
they reminded him of which loca-
tion?
3. The band Rednex, whose song 
Cotton Eyed Joe reached number 
one in the New Zealand music 
charts in 1995, are from which na-
tion? a) Canada, b) Sweden, or c) 
the United States of America?
4. In which modern day country is 
the ancient city of Timbuktu locat-
ed?
5. ‘Cabbaged’ and ‘Fabaceae’ are 
the longest words in the English 
language that can be spelled using 
which system?
6. Which animated TV series, creat-
ed by Stephen Hillenburg, began as 
an informative picture book called 
The Intertidal Zone used to educate 
his students about marine biology?
7. According to a 2023 report by 
the Sports and Fitness Industry As-
sociation, what is the fastest grow-
ing sport in the USA? a) baseball, b) 
boxing, or c) pickleball?
8. Which of these Hauraki towns is 
not intersected by State Highway 2? 
a) Ngatea, b) Paeroa, c) Thames or 
d) Waihī?
9. The term ‘omnicompetent’ refers 
to someone who is a) completely 
competent at dealing with all things, 
or b) completely incompetent?
10. True or False: There are wild 
emu present on the Chatham Is-
lands?

ANSWERS: 1. 1.Joey; 2. Scotland (Cal-
edonia is the Latin word for the north of 
Scotland); 3. b) Sweden; 4. Mali; 5. Musi-
cal notes; 6. SpongeBob SquarePants; 7. c) 
Pickleball; 8. c) Thames; 9. a) completely 
competent; 10. True. There are currently 
thought to be 67 on the island

The Ohinemuri River, Paeroa. 
Photo: SUPPLIED



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     March 4, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 09

$1,959FR
O
M

Chiropractic Perform
Queen Bed

$3,799N
O
W

Chiropractic Reflex
Queen Bed

$2,579FR
O
M

Chiropractic Radiate
Queen Bed

50%
off.
Sanctuary
Midnight.

$5,249
Queen Bed From

The newSerenity
Breeze and Eden
ranges.

Serenity Breeze
Queen Bed

$3,599FR
O
M

36 months interest free* *On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 18.03.25.

*Offer valid to 18.03.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to
correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *36 months interest free is available on Long
Term Finance (LTF) in-store purchases $999 & over until 18.03.25. Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees, Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35
Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest
Rate of 28.95% p.a. applies to outstanding balance at the end of LTF Interest Free Period. Other interest rates and fees may apply. Rates and fees subject to change. New customers need to apply and be approved for a Q Mastercard credit card. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited
reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice.

*Offe alid to 18 03 25 o hile stocks last Disco nt offe s appl to selected beds and bedding onl p

BEDS R US
THAMES

205 Sealey Street,
Thames

PH 07 868 6128

BEDS R US
WHANGAMATA
419 Port Road,
Whangamata
PH 07 865 9027

BEDS R US
WAIHI

94 Seddon Street,
Waihi

PH 07 863 8787

BEDS R US
WHITIANGA

4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Whitianga

PH 07 866 5726



10 THE VALLEY PROFILE, March 4, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

eves.co.nz

New Listing

Paeroa
14 Neil Street 3 2 2 2

eves.co.nz/ewa19760

Secure, Sunny Entertainer
This lovely brick-and-tile home is positioned in a warm
inviting street among other well-presented homes.
Inside find a functional and versatile layout with
spacious open-plan living and dining that spill out to
the private backyard.

Asking Price $759,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
35B Galbraith Street 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa19635

Charming Family Home
This charming home offers three bedrooms and family
bathroom, open plan layout, plus dedicated laundry
with second toilet. Large single garage. All this, set on
an easy care 472m2 (approx). Call Lester.

Asking Price $649,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

New Listing

Waihi
34 Pukekauri Road, Waikino 4 2 2 4

eves.co.nz/ewa19671

Lifestyle, Space & Adventure
This 3.5ha (approx.) property offers space, comfort, and
adventure. A renovated 230sqm (approx.) home with
four bedrooms, two living areas, a huge kitchen, a pool,
an orchard, a playground, and a motocross track.
Includes ample shedding. Close to Owharoa Falls.

Auction Thurs 27 Mar, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
44 Moresby Avenue 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19672

Sunny and so Convenient!
A charming home with stunning hill views. It offers
three double bedrooms, a bathroom with bath, and a
second toilet. The 572sqm (approx) section has a
fenced yard, raised garden beds, parking, and storage.
Conveniently close to town.

Asking Price $599,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Toby Adams, left with Ana Luisa Cáceres Troncoso, second from left, from Chile.                 Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Flordeluna Bilawan McGaughran, centre, from the Philippines.

Stephanus Basson and Erika 
Senekal-Basson from South Africa 
with their children. 

Citizens welcomed
Twenty-two new citizens swore allegiance to king and country 
on February 26, at Hauraki District Council’s citizenship 
ceremony. There were tears and cheers as the newly-minted 
New Zealanders were welcomed into the community by Mayor 
Toby Adams and council staff. ALICE PARMINTER was there to 
document the special occasion.

Hauraki District Mayor Toby Adams with the Isiderio family, of the Philippines.

Darren Hannah from the United Kingdom with his family.
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P 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 (free within District) info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Public Arts Funding
Applications close 4pmMonday 17March 2025
The Hauraki DistrictCouncil recognises the role art plays inmaking our
public places energising, interesting and inviting.We have developed
aCouncil PublicArts Policy and assigned annual funding to contribute
towards this.

There is one funding round per year, where up to $30,000 ismade
available via the PublicArts Fund for applicants proposing to create and
display PublicArts (either in a Public Place, or on private land in the Public
Realm). Projectsmustmeet the criteria of the PublicArts Policy.

Learnmore and download the application guide and form from our
website https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/grants-funding or
pick up a form in our service centres.

di

APPLY
NOW!

fffor

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com • 027 967 1399

animaladdiction.co.nz

+ morelocally handmade coats & accessories

Fish + supplies

Rats & Mice supplies

Dog & Cat toys + supplies

Rabbits & Guinea Pigs + supplies

Lizard supplies

Birds + supplies

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Vehicles of all types were admired at the event.                        Photos: RICHARD HORNELL

Fire and Emergency NZ provided fun rides for the kids. 
Rock ‘n Roll dancers entertain the 
crowd. 

All things petrol
Paeroa Domain was packed with vehicles of all shapes and sizes 
at the Rotary Paeroa Annual Car and Motorcycle Show and 
Swapmeet on February 22. This year, for the first time Rotary 
combined their two regular fundraising events, the Vintage and 
Classic Car Show and the V8 Show, into one big extravaganza. On 
display were vintage, classic and V8 cars, as well as trucks, pickups, 
hotrods, bikes, caravans and other vehicles of interest. The crowd 
were entertained by market stalls, activities, demonstrations and 
entertainment, plus 50s-themed entertainment. RICHARD HORNELL 
braved the petrol fumes to capture the event.

Deals were made at the swap meet.

Vehicles of all types were on display at the annual fundraiser. 

Flying high on the swing attraction.



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, March 4, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

M

M7-2 SERIES
TRACTORS

IN STOCK NOW!

W | CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ

PH | 027 2850349 ANDREW WELCH
NGATEA 07 8677524

Starting at $135,000

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

It has been a great spring and sum-
mer for farmers, but soil moisture 

levels are now plummeting as the usual 
dry February starts to bite, an industry 
group says.

The Waikato and South Auckland Pri-
mary Industry Adverse Event Cluster 
core group convened recently to collec-
tively review conditions and intel from 
farmers and growers across the region.

“The usual dry summer conditions 
have returned to Waikato and South 
Auckland regions, and it’s good to see 
farmers are generally well-prepared,” 
Ohinewai farmer and group chairper-
son Neil Bateup said.

“There is plenty of supplementary 
feed about for stock at present follow-
ing a good spring  and farmers gener-
ally are reported to be coping.

“With no significant rain forecast for 
the region in the near future we want 
to reassure farmers that we’ve got this 
situation on our radar and we’re look-
ing out for them.”

Neil encourages people to look after 
their own wellbeing and take a moment 
to check on neighbours. 

For those needing support or infor-
mation, call Rural Support Trust, your 
rural professionals, or industry groups 
and supply contacts, he said.

“Farmers will need to be agile. It will 
rain and conditions will improve, but 
we do not know if this will be early or 
late March, or beyond,” he said.

Industry monitoring 
dry conditions

Neil recommended farmers stay in 
regular contact with rural profession-
als and graziers, regularly review feed 
and financial budgets, and have a plan 
B and plan C.

“Influence what you can control, par-
ticularly the communication with oth-
ers, and planning,” he said.

The Waikato and South Auckland Pri-
mary Industries Adverse Event Cluster 
was set up in 2016 to bring together 
agencies from the primary industries, 
central and local government to pre-
pare for and co-ordinate responses to 
adverse events. 

Contact numbers and resources for 
farmers:
- www.rural-support.org.nz or 0800 
787 254
- www.dairynz.co.nz/feed/seasonal-
management/summer-management
- www.beeflambnz.com
- www.hortnz.co.nz
- www.mpi.govt.nz
- www.farmstrong.co.nz

FIND OUT MORE
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

M O T O R B I K EM O T O R B I K E
M E C H A N I CM E C H A N I C
R E Q U I R E DR E Q U I R E D

Some experience with farm bike servicing will be an advantage.
Full training will be given to the right person.

FULL TIME.
Phone, text, email or drop in.

Miles - 027-227-1121 / miles@hpmotors.co.nz

mans, and what the forest will 
look like if the spread of the soil 
borne pathogen kauri dieback  
is stopped and native wildlife 
protected.

In the evening, Coromandel 
tour operator Kiwi Dundee held 
a twilight bush adventure to ex-
plore the valley’s native bush 
and share knowledge on wild-

life such as our native tuna/eel.
“The day was a great success 

and highlights the enthusiasm 
for local conservation,” Maree 
said. 

“It was wonderful to see peo-
ple being engaged with the ac-
tivities and being eager to learn 
and share.

“We are all connected to the 

natural environment in differ-
ent ways. Raising our children 
to know how precious it is and 
being kaitiaki (guardian), will 
mean the natural beauty of 
Aotearoa New Zealand and its 
precious wildlife will remain 
for many more generations to 
come.”

DOC staff planned to hold 

the Waitangi Day event annu-
ally, Maree said, among a cal-
endar of other fun-filled events 
throughout the year at the visi-
tor centre. 
DETAILS: To keep up with event 
announcements and local con-
servation efforts, head to: www.
facebook.com/DOCHaurakiCoro-
mandel.

Community Whānau Day celebration held
The Kauaeranga Valley 

Visitor Centre’s inaugural 
Waitangi Whānau Day blended 
ancient creatures with modern 
technology.

Held on February 6 at the 
picturesque Department of 
Conservation (DOC) visitor 
centre near Thames, the event 
attracted families from across 
the district to learn about 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s native 
flora and fauna and recognise 
Waitangi Day as a special time 
to reflect on the nation’s his-
tory.

DOC ranger Maree Limpus 
said people of all ages attend-
ing the event loved the talk and 
hands-on encounter with fas-
cinating native lizards show-
cased by community legends 
Doug Ashby, known as “The 
Lizard Man”, and his partner 
Jane.

Maree led a nature walk cov-
ering unique, native plants and 
some of their traditional and 
medicinal uses.

Throughout the day, visitors 
were offered a virtual reality 
goggles experience with a pro-
gramme developed by Waikato 
Regional Council and local iwi.

The experience takes the 
user through an immersive and 
interactive journey in time, 
showing what ancient kauri 
forests looked like before hu-

Virtual reality goggles immerse the users in ancient kauri forests. RIGHT: Triff and Iola Sitnikoff meet a native lizard.                           Photos: SUPPLIED
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PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Chiefs players take part in the ‘Stay Together’ surf relay.                Photos: SUPPLIED

Jade Coates meets life member Bill Goodwin.

Senior lifeguard Lauren Young talks 
the team through the ‘I Love My 
Rock’ challenge.

Chiefs Manawa visit
Chiefs Manawa players swapped sod for sand when they 
took part in a training day with the Whiritoa Lifeguard 
Service in coastal Hauraki recently. The team took part in 
a number of relays on land and in the sea, assisted - and 
challenged - every step of the way by the local lifeguards.

Olympian Ruby Tui arrives at the beach.

Chiefs players take part in the surf relay. 

Last night, a 
mate showed 

me a gnarly bite 
on his calf from 
an eel. I couldn’t 

believe it - the thing must’ve 
been massive.

Turns out, as the boys were 
standing at the top of the jump, 
their friend was at the bottom 
yelling, “Wait! There’s a mas-
sive eel!” 

But no one listened. 
And honestly, if I’d been 

there, I probably would’ve 

Bite back: facing fear without shrinking your world
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION said, “Ah, don’t worry - eels are 
more afraid of us than we are of 
them. It’ll move”.

And I would’ve been wrong.
That moment got me think-

ing because it’s a situation we 
all know. 

That moment when there’s 
a risk in front of us, and our 
response is: “She’ll be right, 
mate”. But sometimes, she’s 
not. Sometimes, we get bitten 
by the eel.

Now, here’s the real question 
- how does that affect our fu-
ture choices? I can already hear 
some of you thinking, Ew, yuck, 
I’m never swimming in a river 

again! Or if you were the one 
bitten, even more so. I’m all for 
healthy risk assessment, but 
I’m also for healthy risk-taking. 

Of the hundreds of river 
swims I’ve been on, and the 
thousands of mates who’ve 
done the same, I’ve only heard 
of this happening once. 

So, when we have a scary or 
painful experience, what do we 
do with it? 

Do we let it grow into a fear 
that keeps us from ever trying 
again? 

Or do we jump back in, ac-
knowledging the risk but know-
ing it’s worth it?

Because every time we let a 
negative experience stop us, 
our world shrinks a little. 

And the harder it becomes to 
take new risks.

Whether we’re kids or adults, 
this matters. One bad moment 
doesn’t erase all the good that 
came before it. 

Just like learning to walk 
or ride a bike - falling doesn’t 
mean we never try again. 

So get back up. Jump back in. 
Because if we avoid every 

scary thing, the cost becomes 
too great. And our world too 
small for the person we were 
made to be.

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.
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mahi@korowai.co.nz
0508 835 676 - option 4

korowai.co.nz

Enquiries can be made via email or phone:

We will work with you kanohi ki te kanohi (in person) to
map a pathway towards financial independence
and tino rangatiratanga (self-determination).

We are a kaupapa Māori navigation service that supports whānau
to becomework ready through training and skills development,

available to all aged 18+ living in the Hauraki rohe.

“Boost your mahi skills and knowledge”
N A V I G A T I O N S E R V I C E

Te Mana Whai Pūkenga

HOW AR E YOUR EAR S ?
I t c h y, B lo c k e d , R i n g i n g ?

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at

www.earhealth.co.nz

Our experienced registered nurses provide
Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal

Adults $60 Children $40
• No referral required
• ACC and Veteran Affairs approved

Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday







March Promo...
New Patient Visit + X-rays only $79.99 (usually $220)

Did you know we take xrays in our practice!?
Come in and get checked - we have scrapped our Reactivation fee

and you can claim new ACC through us!
www.evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

07 868 6665
admin@evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

Best wishes from,
Dr Tim, Dr Char, Dr Pete & Dr Ben, Steph, Nikki & Rechelle.

Dr Ben is
in house
until April!

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Relationships at the 
heart of employment 
navigation service
Joe James-Matthews is a Kaiārahi (navi-

gator) for Te Mana Whai Pūkenga: a 
kaupapa Māori navigation service that 
supports whānau to become work ready, 
delivered by Te Korowai Hauora o Hau-
raki.

Joe is part of a team that supports 
anybody aged 18 and above, living in the 
Hauraki rohe, to do training, look for full-
time employment or upskill themselves.

Joe’s dedication to this kaupapa shines 
through in 21-year-old Carlaus, a self-con-
fessed ‘trouble-maker’ hailing from South 
Auckland, who struggled with finding his 
place and his purpose upon moving to 
Hauraki.

“Growing up wasn’t easy...I was hang-
ing around with the wrong crowd and was 
a bit lost really.”

He heard there was somebody who 
could help him, and was introduced to 
‘Uncle Joe’. What started off as ‘a bit 
itchy’ in the beginning developed into a 
very strong relationship and it blossomed 
from there. 

Carlaus has blitzed his way through the 
work-readiness programme: progress-
ing through to his full driver licence with 
endorsements, completing wheels track 
and rollers, and taking part in the Pouta-
ma Mahi programme, which involves be-
ing introduced to employment and edu-

cation opportunities available in his local 
community and further afield.

Joe has been there every step of the 
way, motivating Carlaus to get out of bed 
every morning, providing transport when 
needed, and showing unwavering belief 
in his young mate.

“We’ve become quite close, and I would 
consider him a friend now, not just a 
whānau.”

Through his engagement with the Te 
Mana Whai Pūkenga service, Carlaus has 
been encouraged to become a strong per-
son, to forge new bonds with people in his 
community, and found the self-belief that 
he could turn things around for a brighter 
future.

With a refreshed CV, he landed himself 
a job as a security guard, helping him to 
support his young whānau.

“I’ve never looked back to the old me, 
never looked back to that past.”

For Joe, the most rewarding part of his 
mahi is his relationships with whānau.

“I just loving helping our whānau... 
that’s my only aspiration.”

To find out more about Te Mana Whai 
Pūkenga, contact our team: mahi@ko-
rowai.co.nz, call 0508 835 676 – option 
4, or visit www.korowai.co.nz.

- Supplied by Te Korowai Hauora 
o Hauraki

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing

 Carlaus, 
left, with 

Joe from Te 
Mana Whai 

Pūkenga: 
a kaupapa 

Māori 
navigation 

service that 
supports 
whānau 

to become 
work ready, 

delivered by 
Te Korowai 

Hauora o 
Hauraki.

Photo: 
SUPPLIED

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Health Ngatea Skin Clinics have arrived
Enquire at clinics@healthngatea.co.nz about 
when the next Health Ngatea Skin Clinic is sched-
uled. They are currently running monthly.  
A skin check is a really important part of keeping 
well in New Zealand. We have high rates of skin 
cancer and a skin check is a great way to pick le-
sions up as early as possible. 
So what is a skin check?
A skin check is a thorough check of all the skin on 
your body, in a systematic way. This allows us to 
check all the lesions on your skin. It takes up to 
30 minutes to do properly, and to do this, we use 
a special light called a dermascope. We are really 
pleased to be able to offer this service.
Devoting 30 minutes to a proper skin check 
means it can be done properly, rather than trying 
to squeeze it into a 15 minute appointment, with 
other conditions to address.  We aim to pick up 
skin cancers, but also lesions that are premalig-
nant. This means lesions that may not be cancer-

ous yet, but may be-
come so in the future.
If we can treat these 
early, we can prevent 
the  lesions from de-
veloping into a cancer. So how often do we need 
to have our skin checked? This differs for each pa-
tient depending on your risk. This is affected by 
your sun exposure, your skin type and your fam-
ily history. At your first skin check, you can discuss 
with the doctor what your risk is, and when you 
should have your next one done. 
Dermnet.org.nz is a great website with lots of in-
formation about skin checks, and mole maps.
It also has a full description of what to expect 
when you have a skin check done. Please note, 
this service is also open to “casual patients”, you 
do not have to be enrolled with Health Ngatea to 
access this service.
The cost is $120 per appointment. 

-Supplied by Team Health Ngatea
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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Carsons Bookshop-

Mercury Bay Art Escape set to thrill
Scores of artists will be open-

ing their studios to the pub-
lic and showcasing their work 
as part of The Mercury Bay Art 
Escape this month.

The annual event this year 
involves around 50 artists, 
with co-organsier Sally Samins 
saying that a “rich and eclec-
tic range of art will be for sale 
straight from the studios”.

Artistic mediums will in-
clude paintings, woodwork, 
screen-printing, raranga (flax 
weaving), jewellery, photogra-
phy, ceramics, photography, 
sculpture, blacksmithery, pot-
tery and mixed media.

“The event is free and offers 
a wonderful day out traversing 
the beautiful coastline,” Sally 
said, “with studio locations 
between Tairua and Whanga-
poua. 

“Art Escape also provides 
the opportunity for the public 
to visit and chat with member 
artists in their creative spaces, 
see their work in progress, find 
what inspires them and what 
new art they are working on.”

Work by the artists can also 
be viewed at a Showcase Ex-
hibition, until April 21 at Hot 
Waves Café at Hot Water 
Beach.

Sally said the annual self-
drive event was a fabulous way 
to promote and develop the 

LEFT: Co-organsier and artist 
Sally Samins stands next to her 

piece ‘Urban Breakout’. 

ABOVE: One of the artists 
new to the Art Escape event 
is flax weaver Helena James.                   

Photos: SUPPLIED

growth of the visual arts in the 
Mercury Bay area in particu-
lar, and the wider Coromandel 

Peninsula in general.
Artists involved include those 

who have exhibited before and 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The February meeting of the Gold-
fields Women’s Institute com-
menced with the Aspiration and 
Prayer. The Motto for the month 
– “Of all the things that you wear, 
your expression is the most impor-
tant” was read by Sue Fah. Birth-
day girl this month was Kate Wood. 
The Good Deed – Used Christmas 
Cards etc and Calendars for the 
Goldfields Special School, was 
well supported, as well as Used 
Stamps, Wine Bottle Tops, Can 
Tabs and Milk Bottle Tops, which 
will be taken to the Federation 
Meeting in early March. Arrange-
ment was held regarding the Fed-
eration AGM and the raffles were 
won by Jeannine Oliver and Sue 
Fah. Recently, two boxes of rugs 
and beanies have been donated to 
the Tararu Rest Home. The annual 
general meeting was then held. 
President Helen read the annual 
report, which gave a comprehen-
sive account of everything that we 
have achieved in 2024. This result-
ed in 3370 items of goods we have 
donated and our members have 
volunteered their time to the tune 
of 3249 hours. Our main projects 
are the Emergency Toilet Bags to 
Thames Hospital, knitting for the 
newborn unit at Waikato Hospital, 
rugs for the rest homes in Thames 
and our many monthly goods 
deeds.     There was a presentation 
of trophies for the year: Christie 
Vase for Most Points – Helen Udy, 
Thames Coast CWI Trophy - Val 
Bowen, Garden Circle Trophy – Sue 
Fah. Wilton Tray – Most Competi-
tion Points – Bev Schenkel.  Scott 
Vase – Most Points Overall – Sue 
Fah.  President’s Choice – Heather 
Cryer Cup – Jean Brady. Election 
of Officers – President/Secretary - 
Helen Udy, Treasurer Kate Wood.  
Members then enjoyed a relaxing 
lunch. 

those new to the event. 
New artists include Bruce 

Jackson (jeweller), Carroll De 
Pape (fibre artist), Donna Mc-
Kelvey (mixed media artist), 
Helena James (flax weaver), 
Liz Klein (ceramicist), Louise 
Cook (fibre artist), Sharon Gra-
ham (painter), Spid Pye (pho-
tographer), Toni Leefe (water 
colour painter) and Vanessa 
Graham (ceramicist).
DETAILS: The Mercury Bay Art 
Escape is running over two week-
ends, March 1 and 2, and March 
8 and 9. For more information 
visit their website: www.mercu-
rybay-artescape.com.

Irish-Kiwi artist to perform at Kauaeranga Hall
Award-winning Irish-Kiwi guitarist 

and composer Dave Flynn returns 
to New Zealand with an exciting ex-
pansion of his acclaimed show Celtic 
Guitar Journey.

In Kauaeranga Music’s first 2025 
concert in the Kauaeranga Hall on Sat-
urday, Dave Flynn’s Celtic guitar style 
has a new dimension to it, with the 
inclusion of exhilarating, percussive 
sounds of Flamenco. 

Connections between Irish and 
Spanish music come alive in the Rum-
ba Reel, while Galician and Irish jigs 
dance in unison. 

New arrangements of music from 
Brittany, France, and Cape Breton, 
Canada, further his explorations of 
global Celtic culture.

Dave promises a vibrant mix of new 
compositions and familiar favourites, 
including: The Irish haka O’Neill’s 
March, enlivened with a hint of Fla-
menco; Intricate, soulful arrange-
ments of O’Carolan’s baroque harp 
music; the infectious energy of Celtic 
jigs and reels, spanning centuries of 
tradition. 

With his virtuoso guitar playing and 
engaging storytelling, he brings new 
life to the rich tapestry and heritage of 
Celtic music. 
DETAILS: Dave Flynn will perform on 
March 8 at the Kauaeranga Hall at 
7:30pm. Door sales $28, pre-paid $25 txt: 
021 912 993 or kauaerangahallmusic@
gmail.com, or Garden Music, 712 Pollen 
St, Thames.

Irish-Kiwi guitarist and 
composer Dave Flynn. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....
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700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch

ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte

available

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhiiiss siide
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppmmm

Tinā (125 mins) M. Story of a Samoan teacher, who struggling after the death of her daughter in the
Christchurch earthquakes, reluctantly takes on the role of substitute teacher at a wealthy private school.
She forms a choir, while unexpectedly rediscovering her passion for being a teacher and mother.
White Bird (120 mins) PG. Struggling to fit in at his new school after being expelled for his treatment
of Auggie Pullman, Julian is visited by his grandmother and is transformed by the story of her attempts
to escape Nazi-occupied France during World War II. A moving drama fit for the whole family.
The Last Journey (95 mins) M. (Swedish with English subtitles). An emotional and hilarious story with
a life-affirming message, this film is a cinematic experience exploring a loving son’s attempts to coax his
aging father into reengaging with life by embarking on a joyous road trip through the south of France.
Spit (105 mins) M. Comedy. Spitteri finds himself locked up in an immigration detention centre upon his
return to Australia. With old enemies and a target on his back, he navigates a series of misadventures,
sharing with his fellow detainees the meaning of mateship and what it is to be truly Australian.
A Complete Unknown (141 mins) M. In 1965, a young Bob Dylan shakes up his act on the folk music
scene by going electric and siring rock as the voice of a generation. Timothée Chalamet stars and sings
as Bob Dylan, the electric true story behind the rise of one of the most iconic singer-songwriters in history.
Bridget Jones: Mad About the Boy (125 mins) M. Bridget navigates life as a widow & single mom
with the help of family, friends, and a former lover, Daniel Cleaver (Hugh Grant). On the apps, she’s pursued
by a younger man (White Lotus’s Leo Woodall). Directed by acclaimed filmmaker Michael Morris.

Movies from Thursday 6 March to Wednesday 12 March
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

ENTERTAINMENT
The Petersens pluck, pick and play for Thames

REVIEW

The room is packed by the time I arrive. 
It’s hard to spot any empty chairs, but 

there are still people coming through the 
doors and into the main auditorium of the 
Thames War Memorial Civic Centre.

We’re all here to see The Petersens.
The room goes dim until only the stage is 

lit.
Two Petersens step out into the middle, 

Matt on the guitar and Julianne on the man-
dolin.

Matt leads in with some bluegrass picking 
and Julianne jumps in on the second count 
with muted strums for percussion before 
stepping up to the microphone.

“I have seen the daylight fading, I have 
faced the eventide, but tomorrow I’ll be 
going over on the morning side,” Julianne 
sings.

It’s Morningside, a Petersens original.
No murmurs, no footsteps, no movement 

- nothing but full attention from the audi-
ence. Julianne’s soft, smooth voice holds the 
room’s gaze - every note clear and pure, yet 
filled with emotion.

Before the second verse arrives, three 
more Petersens and friend Emmett appear 
with their instruments in tow - Katie on the 
Violin, Emmett on the dobro guitar, Ellen 
on the banjo, and Mum Karen on the double 
bass.

Katie brings in the violin alongside Em-
mett on the dobro, also known as a resona-
tor guitar, for a short stint before the whole 
band plays together in unison for the second 
verse, where Katie and Matt accompany Ju-
lianne with vocal harmonies.

Every note is thoughtful and sincere, yet 
so fluid it seems as though it unfurls in real-
time. That’s how natural this music thing 
appears to be with the Petersens.

Smiles form on each band member’s face 
as the youngest swings into action with a 
mandolin solo after verse two.

Whoever had the idea to start the set with 
a catchy tune that also showcases a bit of 
everyone’s strengths knew what they were 
doing. I look around the room, just for a 
second, and all eyes are glued to what’s hap-
pening on the stage.

There’s foot taps, head nods, and no evi-
dence of a cell phone in the air - just full at-
tention for the artists and their art.

By the time verse three hits, anyone who 
was unsure about the evening is now stay-
ing put. It’s one thing to play music and it’s 
another to play with feel - The Petersens can 
do both.

Small gestures and looks across the stage 
at one another indicate the band is not only 
tuned to the music but to each other.

Following verse three, Ellen bounces into 
a banjo solo and swaps a smile with her sib-
lings. Even though she makes it look effort-
less, undeniable joy beams from the musi-

The Petersens 
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

cian, as if pouring out music is both a delight 
and necessity.

There’s a whistle followed by claps from 
an impressed crowd, and a shift in the song 
as the band reaches the bridge.

The musicians pour their souls into every 
note. With a sense of purpose, Emmett un-
leashes his solo - plucking the dobro strings 
with his right hand and sliding across the 
frets with his left. This is bluegrass.

The people clap, but it doesn’t end here.
Katie leans in straight after with a solo on 

the fiddle, eyes shut.
This family doesn’t muck around, and cer-

tainly doesn’t leave anyone out.
Everyone plays a significant part in the 

song, especially Karen, the matriarch who 
stands at the back, holding down the bass 
line. She is the backbone, the pulse that 
keeps the train moving.

The band moves and feels the music in 
their own ways, some close their eyes, and 
others tap their feet. Some do both.

But there are no show ponies here.
The music drops out for another verse, ex-

cept for Matt’s guitar and Julianne’s vocal.
It takes understanding the people you 

make music with to truly know how to lean 
forward or back into it.

It’s also a fine art to know where and how 
to add a little more or a little less - and The 
Petersens know how to add just the right 
amount.

After all, it’s only a few minutes into a two 
hour show, they can’t give away all their se-
crets just yet.

But something quite clear is the way each 
member plays with a quiet grace, allowing 

every instrument to compliment the others.
Matt’s guitar comes to a halt, and three 

voices sing acapella for the final verse.
“I have seen the daylight fading, I have 

faced the eventide, but tomorrow I’ll be go-
ing over on the morning side, over on the 
morning side.” The final notes ring out in 
the auditorium, but only for a heartbeat, fol-
lowed by cheers and claps.

The evening follows on with a blend of 
original and cover songs for a cathartic night 
of listening.

We all came for the music, but who knew 
the banter and humour between siblings 
during song intervals would have the room 
in soft chuckles every time.

We get to know the artists as they intro-
duce one another and tell stories.

If it’s a delicate balance to weave in and 
out of heartfelt harmonies and waves of 
laughter, then The Petersens are tightrope 
professionals.

All in all, this show is not just good for the 
ears, it’s good for the soul.

The Petersens sing to a packed out Thames War Memorial Civic Centre on February 23.             Photo: AARON CLARK PHOTOGRAPHY



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage
Driving Courses

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com 

027 967 1399
animaladdiction.co.nz

For all your pet needs...

animals

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

electrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Ph: 0800 862 6362
valleyfuneralservices.com

• Pre-Planning
• Direct Cremation

•  Traditional &  
Bespoke Funerals

TALK TO US ABOUT

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki & Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

The importance of 

Goodbye
Saying goodbye is one of life’s most 
profound and emotionally charged 
moments. It’s a bittersweet act with 
immense importance, especially concerning 
our loved ones. 

Taking the time to say goodbye holds deep 
significance beyond spoken words.

Celebrations of Life provide us with the 
opportunity to remember, reflect and to 
say goodbye. We need to grieve, we need to 
be with people to give and receive support. 
Funerals are for the living, and play an 
important role in the grieving process.

Saying goodbye offers an opportunity 
to express our emotions and feelings. It 
allows us to convey our gratitude, love, 

and appreciation to those who have been a 
significant part of our lives.

Goodbyes provide closure, enabling us to 
move forward with a sense of resolution. 
When we take the time to say goodbye, 
we acknowledge the past and embrace the 
future. 

This sense of closure can help us find peace 
in moments of transition and change.

The importance of saying goodbye



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal
HOTSY WATERBLASTING

“Old school service”
We turn up on time + Do a great Job

+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

WE PAINT NZ
For all your painting needs
Roof, Exterior, Interior.

No Job to small
Residential / Commercial

35 years experience
Specializing in Roof painting,

Make your Roof last Years more, all the
latest solutions for all types of roofing.
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

painter

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens
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Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.

Church Notice Acknowledgement

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Birth Notice Storage

Storage

Builder
Reno’s, decking, 
fencing. For free 
quote ph Phil 021 
088 63559

Architect
de Jongh design  - 
Architectural Design 
and Drafting Services, 
contact Paul 021 146 
0728 

For Sale

For Sale

For Sale
HAY FOR SALE: 
conventional bales, this 
season: $12 per bale; 
previous season: $10 
per bale. Good quality 
meadow hay, suitable 
for horses. Pick up 
Puriri, Ph 0211454735.

For Lease
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

STEVENS, Brian:
Whānau of Brian 
Stevens would like to 
thank doctors and
all staff at Thames 
Hospital Medical IPU. 
We’d like to 
acknowledge everyone 
who gave lovingly - 
koha, kai, cards, flowers 
and words of support.
To the whānau of 
Papaturoa Ave, Ngā 
mihi kia koutou katoa.
- Naera Komene

NEWLAND, 
Zack Cameron:
Born 21-02-25, 8lbs. 
Congratulations to 
Steven and Leah on 
the birth of our precious 
grandson. A brother for 
Maximus and Travis. 
Love from all the family.

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 

storage in 10ft or 20ft containers
T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Handyman 
An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Hay/Silage
Hay for sale. Conven-
tional small bales. Ph 
Charlie 027 491 3327

Painter
Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Handyman Services
THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Home appliances 
for sale stereos and 
whatnot. Ph: Ted 021 
167 6777

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is good 
quality and I will not attempt 
to work outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Dry and seasoned
Teatree $160 per m3

Pine $90 per m3

Free delivery to
Paeroa and surrounds

Shaun & Chanelle
Neustroski

Ph 027 938 0349



PAPER RUNNERS
We have a vacancies for paper runners 

in Ngatea. Immediate Start...
Please contact Geoff: 

admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
 for more information.

Situation VacantSituation Vacant
 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

Last month’s winner of  the lotto ticket was Bev Harris, 

who found Pete in the February 

28th edition in the Eves Real 

Estate advert. 

Go to page 2 for details 

on how to enter.
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DRIVER REQUIRED
We need a Class 5 Driver for a curtain 

side truck and trailer. 
The work is NZ wide loading 

General Freight. 
Time away from home is required.

Could suit someone 
not requiring full time work.

Late Model equipment.
Based here at Kopu.

The position is part time/casual 
however could become full time 

if all is okay.
Experience is required. 

DG license and a forklift ticket are 
required.

Good money offered for a hard 
working person.

Email cliff491@hotmail.com or text 
027 894 8089 a brief description.

Nurse Practitioner – ThamesNurse Practitioner – Thames
Be at the heart of it. 

Bupa Tararu Care Home and The Booms Care Home in Thames 
are seeking a Nurse Practitioner to join Bupa, one day per 
week. A great opportunity to be part of a company that 
delivers refreshingly different person-first commitment to care.

•  Nurse Practitioner – make a lasting difference and enrich  
lives in the community through resident consultations. 
Seeking 6 hours per week across two care homes in  
Thames, Waikato

Bupa is a community, and together, we share a purpose 
- helping people live, longer, healthier, happier lives, and 
make a better world. This is a chance to work in a rewarding 
environment, where our residents are at the heart of  
everything we do.  

We would love to hear from you! To express interest, email 
Jade Monigatti, the Care Home Manager at Bupa Tararu Care 
Home, at Jade.Monigatti@bupa.co.nz or ring 07 868 6176. 

Be at the

of it
heart

Be at theheart
of it.

Brave. Caring. 
Responsible.

Whatever you choose 
to do, you can be you 
at Bupa. 

Apply today  
at bupa.co.nz/nurses

 
Public Notices Pets

Trades

Situation 
Vacant

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Woodturners Cafe 
is looking for a staff 

member to join 
our team for 20-30 
hours per week, 

including 1 
weekend day.
No experience 

necessary as we 
can provide 

full training for the 
right applicant.

Contact Lorraine 
with expression of 

interest on 
021 246 9376

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Heavy Diesel Mechanic
We are a family orientated business based 

near Thames looking for a Heavy Diesel 
Mechanic to join our team.

This position is to service & maintain a 
fleet of modern Kenworth & Scania Trucks, 

along with Company Vehicles.

• Must be self motivated, reliable & willing  
 to run a workshop with part time help
• $40 - $50 per hour based on experience
• Hours are flexible to suit
• Company Ute & Phone provided

Please phone Chris 0210 229 3626 to Apply

The AGM for the the Trust will be held on 
Sunday 9 March, 4pm 

at the St George’s Church Committee Room.
 All welcome, including new members 

and potential trustees.
www.historickopubridge.co.nz

Social Studies Period 
Promised-lots of Chat!!

Date: Sat 5th April, 2025

Overview & Purpose
Sharing of 60 years living, existing, deteriorating-
whatever you wish to call our being really, at a 
venue close to Thames, from 11am ish till 5 pm 
followed by dinner in Thames. A registration fee 
of $35 pp will secure venue hire, finger lunch 
and complimentary drink with cash bar available 
for those who wish it.

Education Standards :
Whatever you absorbed from 1964 to 68, 

Must be able to remember your name!
Needed-Registration before Friday 28th 
March 2025,  to Brownie20a@gmail.com    
Ph +64 275 425 944 when venue will get 

confirmed, to avoid gate crashers.

THAMES HIGH SCHOOL REUNION INVITETHAMES HIGH SCHOOL REUNION INVITE

Mini-superheroes line up for the best superhero costume competition.           Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

A live rescue demonstration sees volunteers cut out of a car by the fire 
brigade, while ambulance staff prepare to treat the patients.

Cohen and Isla try on some police 
gear.

Superheroes celebrated
Paeroa Domain was filled with “real-life su-

perheroes” on March 2, for a free event all 
about volunteering, staying safe, and celebrat-
ing the people who look after the community. 

The inaugural Real Life Superheroes event 
has been three years in the making, and was a 
collaboration between the Hauraki, Thames-
Coromandel, and Matamata-Piako district 
councils. It featured informational stalls from 
groups including first responders Hato Hone St 
John, Fire and Emergency NZ, and Police NZ; 
emergency and aid organisations Civil Defence, 
Red Cross, the NZ Army, and Youth Search and 
Rescue; community patrol, neighbourhood 
support, and rural support groups; Volunteer-
ing Waikato; and other community focused 
groups like the Hauraki Māori Trust Board and 
Te Korowai. There were also free sausages and 
water, competitions, and live demonstrations 
by emergency services. 

Event organiser Brett Otto from Hauraki 

District Council said he wanted a day where 
people could find information and learn how 
to get involved themselves. 

“This day is all about real-life superheroes, 
and we have those guys that are in these 
services, but we don’t have enough of them,” 
he said. “So it’s about learning, knowing your 
risks, being prepared, having a plan, and up-
skilling yourself, so that you become a level-up 
superhero yourself, and then you know how to 
look after yourself.”

Brett said he hoped the day inspired people, 
especially youth. “My passion is mentoring 
kids, getting them to think about their future, 
[and] being a good global citizen. Following 
your passions and your dreams, but realising 
that you can do anything, you just need a bit 
of help,” he said. “It’s just giving kids a bit of 
confidence…  it’s actually having a go at some-
thing and then figuring out what it is that you 
actually want to do. If you don’t put yourself 
out there or you don’t volunteer, how are you 
going to know?”

An “offender” is taken down during a police dog demonstration.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Abate, 4 Manacles, 9 Vacant, 14 Sling, 15 Blot one’s copybook, 17 Scrum, 18 Zoo, 19 Reserve,
20 Snatching, 21 Costly, 24 Forbidden, 25 Nestle, 26 Legend, 29 Navigating, 31 Hem, 32 Mocked,
33 Dodo, 35 Axe, 37 Shut, 39 Denounced, 40 Refurbish, 41 Spied, 42 Aberdeen, 47 Pretence, 51 Squab,
55 Economist, 56 Energetic, 58 Pews, 59 Soh, 60 Dove, 61 Cornet, 62 Oui, 63 Exasperate, 66 Tedium,
67 Pitted, 69 Conferred, 72 Sniper, 73 Semibreve, 75 Cutlass, 77 Can, 80 Argue, 81 Bone of contention,
82 Libel, 83 Beetle, 84 Relished, 85 Exits.

DOWN: 2 Ballerina, 3 Title, 5 Also, 6 Adorned, 7 Lay it on thick, 8 Sloth, 9 Vikings, 10 Cast, 11 Narrow, 12
Fizzy, 13 Ignored, 14 Smitten, 16 Never say die, 22 Vision, 23 Placard, 24 Fritter, 25 Nomads, 27 Emotion,
28 Heifer, 30 Glum, 32 Merit, 34 Ochre, 36 Writ, 38 Hub, 42 Ahead, 43 Evolved, 44 Doom, 45 Editor,
46 Quest, 48 Escape route, 49 Expired, 50 Cow, 51 Stencil, 52 Behold, 53 Lewis Carroll, 54 Ogle,
57 Trader, 64 Transport, 65 Musical, 66 Trickle, 68 Tremble, 70 Novices, 71 Meagre, 72 Snobs, 74 Inner,
76 Latex, 78 Heat, 79 Once.

ACROSS
1 Odour (5)
4 Deliberately ignore
wrongdoing by others
(4,3,5,3)
14 Go aimlessly (5)
15 Heating device (5)
16 Not moving (10)
17 Small dog (5)
19 Signal (3)
20 Lawlessness (7)
21 Dynamo (9)
22 Small (6)
25 Top up (9)
27 Green club (6)
28 Brand new (6)
33 Very loudly (mus)
(10)
35 Meadow (3)
36 Military musician (6)
37 Leg joint (4)
39 Weep (3)
41 Blameworthy (2,5)
42 Dive (6)
43 Non-stop (9)
44 Flower (5)
45 Judging standards
(8)
50 Therefore (2)
51 Used again (8)
55 Farewell (5)
58 Military unit (9)
59 Swore (6)
60 Whim (7)
61 Black sealant (3)
63 Cat’s lives (4)
64 Writer (6)
65 Tree (3)
66 Kept up (10)
68 Word of honour (6)

69 Soapy sphere (6)
71 Agent 007 (5,4)
76 Bovine creatures (6)
77 Earnestness (9)
79 Fame (7)
81 Beam of light (3)
84 Forbidden (5)
85 Concerned, curious
(10)
86 Chilly (5)
87 Bogus (5)
88 Accidental mistake
in speaking (4,2,3,5)
89 Postpone (5)

DOWN
2 Rebellion (6)
3 Crowbar (5)
5 Pledge (4)
6 Young cats (7)
7 Snagged (6)
8 Japanese city (5)
9 Room over a stable
(7)
10 Edible grain (4)
11 Scared (6)
12 Bit (5)
13 Directed (7)
14 Aloof (7)
18 Trade supplier (10)
23 Smithy’s block (5)
24 European country
(7)
26 Pull out (7)
27 Sugar pill (7)
29 Daytime clock (7)
30 Clay worker (6)
31 Board (5)
32 Secure (anag)(6)
34 Unctuous (4)

36 English poet (5)
38 Bordered (5)
40 Diversify (4)
45 Room on boat (5)
46 Severe (7)
47 Dutch cheese (4)
48 Utter stupidity (6)
49 Skiing slope (5)
50 Courses (anag)(7)
52 Fell apart (4,2,4)
53 Warn (7)
54 Christian festival (6)
55 Old object (7)
56 Male duck (5)
57 Playing side (4)
62 Repaired (5)
67 Stir vigorously (7)
68 Rot and smell (7)
70 Court official (7)
72 Skilled worker (7)
73 Worldwide (6)
74 Wood decay (3,3)
75 Dead body (6)
76 Revolution (5)
78 Drawback (5)
80 Elevate (5)
82 Ring (4)
83 Bill of fare (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Ruamahunga-ThamesCoast 43FOtuturuCrescent

1 1 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Mar2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coastalgemwithunbeatableviews!
Lookno further foryoursliceof theKiwidreamthanthisenticingopportunitynestled in thepicturesqueCoromandel
Peninsula.Perchedonanelevatedsite, thisone-bedroomunitoffersunparalleledseaandbushviews.Whetheryou're
seekingan investmentproperty, anAirbnbventure,or simplyaweekendgetaway, theoptionsareabundant. Immerse
yourself in theserenesurroundings,offeringa tranquil escape fromthehustleandbustleofeveryday life.
Conveniently located justashortdrive fromthe townshipofThames,you'll haveeasyaccess toall amenities,while still
enjoying thepeaceandquietofcoastal living.

bayleys.co.nz/2180681

Tapu 503TapuCoroglenRoad

5 2 3 4
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu20Mar2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
RobynCruickshank0273087110
robyn.cruickshank@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Idylliccountrysanctuary
Thispeaceful3.2ha (moreor less) retreat is surroundedbynativeplantingsandasoothingstreamcreatinga
sanctuaryofbirdlife.The layout is spaciousandthoughtfullydesigned,with five largebedroomsandthreebeautiful
bathrooms, includinga luxuriousensuite.Theheartof thehome isacharmingcountry-stylekitchen featuringacoal
rangeandwetback; complementing the rustic feel. Two inviting livingareas, formaldiningandcoveredentertaining
areawith fishpond,makethishomeperfect forentertaining,enjoyingwith lovedonesandunwindingamongstnature.
Thepropertyalso features impressivesheddingandasleepout for family/guests.

Make this sliceofparadiseyours!

bayleys.co.nz/2180764
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Netherton 6520WilsonRoad(SH2)

9.4ha 3 2 9
AskingPrice $1,590,000
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Classiccharmin thecountryside
Seton9.4hectares (moreor less) in theheartofHaurakiPlains, thisproperty ismore thanahome— it’sa lifestyle
statement.Withastrikingblendof traditional charmandclassic luxury, this residencecommandsattention, exudinga
statelypresence.Generous livingspaces+ rumpus roomarecomplementedby largewindowsthatcapturenatural
lightandrural views.Thehomefeaturesspaciousbedrooms,well-appointedbathrooms,andanexpansivekitchen.
Enjoy the luxuryofaprivatepool, alongsidea tenniscourtandsummerhouse ideal for summer timewith friendsand
family.Complementing this is9ha(moreor less)ofgrazing land.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316278

Boundary linesare indicativeonly Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Whangamata 503PortRoad

235sqm 118sqm

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
4pm,Fri 28Mar2025
7TheEsplanade,Whitianga
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

APrescription for Investment
• Tenantedtoawell-establishednationalbrandreturning$33,103.13pa+GST/OPEX
• Highlyaccessible featuring rearparkingandservice laneaccess
• Withan83%IEPrating, thebuildingmeetsstrongstructural standards,offeringsecurity for investors

This isanattractiveopportunity formum-and-dad investors,portfoliobuilders,or thoseseekingstablecommercial
returns inasought-aftercoastal location.With limitedcommercial supply in thearea,well-leased investments like this
are tightlyheld.Astraightforward,high-performingasset inaprimeposition -call todayandsecureyourplace in
Whangamata'sgrowingcommercial landscape.

bayleys.co.nz/2221423
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa
• 2 Bedroom Apartment
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $1,099,000
ViewSun 1-1.30pmorbyappointment
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sereneruralhaven: familyhomewithpanoramicviews
Escapeto rural tranquilitywith this three-bedroomlifestylepropertyon3.2hectares (moreor less)of rollinghills and
lushgreenery.Thehomefeaturesamasterbedroomwithensuite, twoadditionalbedrooms,andanopen-plan
kitchen, living, anddiningareawithmodernappliancesandan islandbench.Largeslidingdoors leadtoaspacious
deckwithstunning rural views.With6.8kWsolarpanels, adoublegarage, fully fencedpaddocks, extrashedding,and
aprivate riverbeach, it’sperfect forhobby farmingorequestrianpursuits. Justashortdrive toThames, thisproperty
blendsserenityandconvenience.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316097


