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Concurrent roadworks cause frustration, P3

Giving a Giving a 
tosstoss

The annual Highland 
Games and Tattoo 

saw hundreds of 
kilt-wearing people 

descend on the Paeroa 
Domain on February 
8. Among games of 

strength, dances, 
piping and music, a 

highlight of the event 
was the Caber Toss 
- a show of strength 

where competitors lift 
and throw a 130-pound 

wooden beam. 
MORE PHOTOS: P7

Brooke Rowbotham is the only woman to 
compete in the Caber Toss finals, alongside 
three men including 18-time champion 
Patrick Hellier.           Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

For total protection in any weather, year after year,  
turn to Wattyl Solagard. Wattyl Solagard has been 

providing exterior paint protection for decades,  
ensuring New Zealand homes look better for longer.

SEE MORE AT  
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames  
07 868 6608

“See us for a range of  
exterior and interior  
paints, brushes and  

painting accessories”.
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25 YEAR WARRANTY 
AGAINST FLAKING,  
PEELING OR  
BLISTERING*

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win 
a Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Animal Ad-
dictions ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Contact Nikki today!
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Scott Simpson.                 FILE PHOTO

Police appeal for 
stolen medals
Police are appealing for 

information to reunite 
a number of service medals 
with their rightful owners af-
ter being stolen during a bur-
glary in Waihī.

The selection of medals 
were among a range of prop-
erty taken from an address 
on Trig Rd North between 
6pm on Sunday, February 1, 
and 2pm on Monday, Febru-
ary 3.

Police said the seven ser-
vice medals were of “extreme 
sentimental and historical 
value”, and were of great im-
portance to the victims and 
their family.

Other items stolen dur-
ing the burglary include two 
Stihl chainsaws, a hedge cut-
ter, a cordless drill, an angle 
grinder and battery, wedding 
rings, and other personal 
jewellery.

Police would like to hear 
from anyone who may have 
seen any suspicious activity 
in the Trig Rd North area be-
tween the Saturday evening 
and Monday afternoon.

Police are also appealing 

for any CCTV or dashcam 
footage in the area that may 
assist in their investigation 
locating the service medals 
and holding the alleged of-
fenders to account.
DETAILS: If you have any infor-
mation that may assist Police 
in their investigation, please 
contact Police online at 105.po-
lice.govt.nz, clicking “Update 
Report” or by calling 105. You 
can also provide information in 
person at the Waihī Police Sta-
tion or anonymously through 
Crime Stoppers via 0800 555 
111. Please use the reference 
number 250203/0911.

Applications open 
for Youth MP
Young people who are pas-

sionate about their com-
munities are encouraged to 
apply to be the Coromandel 
electorate’s Youth MP.

Coromandel MP Scott 
Simpson said every three 
years, there was an oppor-
tunity for young New Zea-
landers to experience “what 
it means to represent their 
peers and region in Parlia-
ment”.

“As the Youth MP, you’ll 
be tasked with gathering the 
views of your fellow students, 
as well as the wider commu-
nity, and representing them 
at the two-day Youth Parlia-
ment event in Wellington on 
July 1-2, 2025,” he said.

“At Youth Parliament 
you’ll have the chance to ex-
perience the workday of an 
MP, debate legislation, sit on 
select committees, and ask 
oral questions in the House 
of Representatives.”

Mr Simpson said the suc-
cessful applicant would re-
port back to Hauraki-Coro-
mandel communities about 
their experience and shadow 

him during a typical day of 
engagements.

 The only criteria for ap-
plicants is that they need 
to be aged 16 to 18 years as 
at February 28. Applicants 
also need to submit a video 
of maximum 90 seconds de-
tailing their ideas “to get NZ 
back on track”.
DETAILS: To apply to be the ar-
ea’s Youth MP, email the video, 
with a subject line that should 
read [Your Name 2025 Coro-
mandel’s Youth MP] to mpco-
romandel@parliament.govt.
nz. The application process 
closes on February 28. 

Police are hoping to return 
stolen service medals to their 
rightful owner.     Photo: SUPPLIED
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If you have a creative arts project that needs funding, then this will
be music to your ears!

FUNDING NOWOPEN!

Musician performing at the Paeroa
Contemporary Dance - End ofYear
Show 2024, “Life Beyond”

We can help with funding for projects that provide creative opportunities for
your community. If that strikes a chord with you, and hits the right notes then
don’t delay!

Creative Communities Scheme Funding for local arts

Applications are open to individuals and all age
groups whose projects engage with youung
people (under 18 years) or celebrates annd
promotes the diverse arts and cultural
traditions in the community.

Learn more and download the application
form from our websitewwwwwww.hauraki-dcc.gggovt.
nz/community/grants-funding/creativee-
communities-scheme
Projects must take place between
1October 2024 and 30September 2025.

Applications open until 4pm
Friday 14 March 2025.

THAMES SECTIONS FOR SALE
8070 Kopu Paeroa Road Hikutaia

Three generously sized freehold sections.
Immediately next to the Hikuataia School.

Lot 1: 1304 m2 $265,000
Lot 2: 1233 m2 $265,000
Lot 3: 1391 m2 $275,00
Lot 4: SOLD
TradeMe Listing: 4896456109
Google web site: sections.kiwi
ctnixon@xtra.co.nz 0274 755 680

Concurrent roadworks cause frustration
A council road in Turua is 

being repaired at the same 
time as a four-week state high-
way closure this month.

Pavement rehabilitation 
works on Hauraki Rd are be-
ing undertaken concurrently 
with the Onetai Stream Bridge 
replacement on SH26 - despite 
it being the advised detour for 
travellers to take.

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams 
said the roadworks did not 
come with the best of timing, 
but the schedule had been set 
before New Zealand Transport 
Agency Waka Kotahi (NZTA) 
had advised council of the 
February 10 closure of SH26, 
which runs between Paeroa 
and Thames.

“That portion of [Hauraki] 
road has needed work for a lit-
tle bit of time, so we approved 
a budget, and that gave staff 
the ability to go out and get a 
tender with a start date, which 
they did,” he said.

“All of a sudden, NZTA came 
out and said that they were 
starting work on the other side, 
which they were supposed to 
have done last year.”

Mayor Adams said he and 
his chief executive wrote to the 
agency requesting a change 
of date for the bridge replace-
ment, but this was denied. 

He said he understood driv-

Pavement rehabilitation works on Hauraki Rd are being undertaken at the same time as the Onetai 
Stream Bridge replacement on SH26.                      File Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

ers’ frustration. 
“It’s no different for us as 

elected members and staff; 
those are roads that we travel 
frequently,” he told The Profile.

“I mean, the plus side is that 
you’ll still be able to travel 

through, it’ll just be under stop-
go. 

“And yes, there might be a 
bit more increased traffic from 
traffic that is coming the other 
way, but if you’re local, you 
know there’s multiple ways to 

get around that, and it may be 
quicker to take a slightly longer 
route,” he said.

“But either way, just plan 
your events to know that wher-
ever you’re going, or whichever 
way you’re going, it’s going to 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

take a little bit longer, and if 
you already know that, it’s a lot 
easier to deal with.”

NZTA’s Waikato systems 
manager Andrew Oakley said 
the transport agency had been 
in discussions with Hauraki 
District Council about its On-
etai Bridge project from its 
inception, as it was aware the 
Turua works were being un-
dertaken concurrently.

“As the Onetai Stream and 
the area surrounding the work-
site is subject to flooding dur-
ing wet weather, the works 
needed to be scheduled dur-
ing the drier summer months 
– January through to March,” 
he said.

“This bridge is at the end of 
its life and given its age and 
condition, delaying the project 
until next summer was not an 
option.

“We understand that the 
road closure will be incon-
venient to residents and busi-
nesses, and our contractor will 
work as quickly as possible in 
order to minimise the length 
of time the road needs to be 
closed,” he said.

He said the agency has 
worked with council to co-ordi-
nate temporary traffic manage-
ment between the two projects 
that minimises disruption to 
road users and community.
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On January 28, a pōwhiri 
was held to welcome all 

new students and staff to Hau-
raki Plains College. 

There are 210 Year 9 students 
joining the school, several stu-
dents in Year 10-13, and seven 
new staff members.

The manuwhiri [guests] 
were led by John Aloi, the col-
lege’s new curriculum leader 
of Science, and Matua Frank 
Thorne, from Hauraki and 
Ngāti Hikairo, who supported 
with a whaikōrero [speech]. 

Whaea Carrie Taipari-
Thorne, the new principal at 
Kaiaua School, led the manu-
whiri with a karanga [welcome 
call]. 

The hall was packed with 
400 manuwhiri, including sib-
lings and whānau. 

The college’s staff and Year 13 
students stood strong as repre-
sentatives of the haukāinga 
[home people], welcoming in 
the manuwhiri, while Matua 
Te Waiheruata Rāwiri led its 
whaikōrero, and Whaea Nicky 
Farrant supported with a ka-
ranga.

Then, while the families and 
adults enjoyed morning tea, 
the college’s Year 9 and 13 
students headed off with their 
River Guides to learn more 
about day one and to get their 

timetables.
With the school’s student 

population set to go beyond 
950, Hauraki Plains College 
welcomes the following staff, 
who are joining for 2025: Wil-
liam Marks - Physics; John Aloi 

- Curriculum Leader Science; 
Dianne Dunchie-Coley - Eng-
lish; Yotam Kay - Horticulture/
Social Science; Melanie Turner 
- Dance/Drama; Alesha Ride-
algh - Humanities; Paul Dodds 
- Services Academy Director; 

Ana Van Eyk - Student Servic-
es/Reception; Tracey Barker - 
Wellbeing Team. 

Hauraki Plains College also 
encourages putting two dates 
in the calendar for February: 
Thursday, February 13 at 6pm 

in the college hall for the Year 
11 NCEA Information Evening; 
and Tuesday, February 18 at 
6pm in the hall for the Meet the 
Year 9 River Guides.

- Supplied by Hauraki Plains 
College

A pōwhiri was held on January 28 to welcome new staff and students to Hauraki Plains College.                                                   Photo: SUPPLIED

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE

New staff, students welcomed to HPC
EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     February 11, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 05

eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
26C Walker Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19519

Privacy & Pristine Presentation
Set back from the street in a private setting, this
beautifully presented three-bedroom home is a true
blend of style and practicality. Inside you’ll immediately
feel the spaciousness of the open-plan living, dining,
and kitchen area.

Asking Price $769,000
View 10.45-11.15am Sat 15 Feb
or by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
17 Wilson Street 4 3 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19580

Modern Family Oasis with Studio & Pool
Discover this beautifully renovated three-bedroom, two-
bathroom home, perfectly designed for family living
and entertaining. Set on a generous 1,156 sqm (approx)
fully fenced section (subject to title), this property offers
privacy, space and convenience.

Price by Negotiation
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
84 Bradford Street 4 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa17636

Timeless Appeal, Modern Living
A modern and inviting home that blends comfort and
convenience, perfect for those that desire an easy-care
family home. Offering open plan living and four
bedrooms the master includes walk through wardrobe
and ensuite. Low maintenance grounds.

Asking Price $820,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Open Home

Waihi
7 Waitete Road 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa19114

Motivated Vendors want Action!
Vendors are motivated, so the time to act is now. This
home offers three bedrooms, two bathrooms, and a
dedicated office/fourth bedroom. Spacious open plan
living, dining and modern kitchen.

For Sale by Deadline Private Treaty
Closes 1pm, Mon 17 Feb (unless sold prior)

View 11.30am-12pm Sat 15 Feb
or by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

‘Shut down the chatter’ with sound
Cutting through the chatter 

of modern day life starts 
with sound.

The Thames Community 
Centre’s new health and well-
being programme, facilitated 
by its creative therapist Di-
anne McLean, aims to carve 
out space in the mind and shut 
down noise by using sound 
bath meditation.

It’s an ancient practice based 
on the idea that sound vibra-
tions and frequencies can have 
a healing effect on the mind 
and body, Dianne said, and 
restore a sense of balance and 
wellbeing.

“I first found out about it as 
most people do by going to a 
sound journey and experienc-
ing it first hand. 

“At that stage I didn’t know 
about the science or the theory 
behind it, but the wonderful 
feeling of calm and peace at 
the end really left an impres-
sion on me,” she told The 
Profile.

“Much later, I began my 
studies to qualify as a crea-
tive therapist and we studied 
sound healing as part of that. 
That was when I really began 
to understand the ‘why’ of 
how it works on the mind and 
body, and can produce such 
profound effects for people.”

Kicking off this Friday, Feb-
ruary 14, at the centre at 609 
Mackay St, Thames, Dianne 
said people attending the 
sound bath meditations could 

Thames creative therapist Dianne McLean is offering a sound journey 
experience, starting this month.                                         Photo: SUPPLIED
expect to experience a combi-
nation of meditation practices 
supported by sound bowls.  

“This is really helpful be-
cause the bowls have a beauti-
ful way of carving out space in 
the mind and shutting down 
the chatter of the monkey 
mind, so if you struggle to get 
a bit of respite from racing or 
intrusive thoughts, or struggle 

with how to meditate, then a 
sound bath meditation could 
be just the way into a deeper 
practice,” she said.

“We live in a world where 
chronic stress is a big prob-
lem - not just for our mental 
and emotional wellbeing but 
also for our physical. It can 
be so difficult to fully unwind 
and really give our minds and 

Dance for 
Parkinson’s 
workshops 
set to begin
Age Concern Hauraki Co-

romandel is hosting a free 
workshop led by Dr. Francine 
Hills, a dance practitioner, 
next week.

In her role as health promot-
er for Age Concern Hauraki 
Coromandel, Francine inte-
grates her extensive research 
and practice into creative 
initiatives that benefit older 
adults.

She’s also an academic and 
advocate for enhancing health 
and well-being through move-
ment and dance. 

The morning session, held 
on February 19, will provide 
a practical demonstration of 
Francine’s dance programme 
and showcase how it can sup-
port those living with Parkin-
son’s disease and their carers. 

The session is open to 
anyone with an interest in 
movement and Parkinson’s, 
including health profession-
als, caregivers, or someone 
affected by Parkinson’s who is 
looking to explore the benefits 
of dance and movement.
DETAILS: Dance for Parkinson’s 
with Dr Francine Hills is on at 
the Grahamstown Community 
Hall, 768 Pollen St, Thames, 
on Wednesday, February 19 
from 9.30am-12pm. For session 
details and to register, email 
support@achc.org.nz. Spaces 
limited.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

bodies a chance to rest and be 
at peace, and I’ve found the 
sound bowls can absolutely 
facilitate that.  

“We sometimes fall into the 
trap of thinking that somehow 
physical health and mental-
emotional health are separate, 
and one has no effect on the 
other or that we can just treat 
the body or the mind without 
the other, but in fact, the mind 
and body are intrinsically 
linked,” she said.

“So, in the same way that 
physical exercise can lift our 
mood and make us feel more 
optimistic, meditation and 
sound healing will have posi-
tive effects on our bodies, too.”

Dianne said for those at the 
beginning of their meditation 
journey, combining relaxation 
with sound bath techniques 
could be a valuable jumping-
off point.

She believed sound healing 
had become a bigger trend in 
recent times, with more peo-
ple recognising it as a healing 
modality. 

“I think if anyone is curious 
or wonder if this is something 
to help support them on their 
wellness journey then this 
course is a great introduction 
for them.”
DETAILS: Sound Bowl Meditation 
programme, commencing at the 
Thames Community Centre, 609 
Mackay St, Thames, this Friday, 
February 14. For info or to regis-
ter, email tcrc@xtra.co.nz. 
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Explore best of district ‘and beyond’
The Echo Walking Festival 

is inviting people to “ex-
plore the best of the Hauraki-
Thames Valley and beyond” 
this April.

Running from April 1 to 22, 
and with more than 45 guided 
walks, the Echo Walking Festi-
val is a non-profit event organ-
ised by town promoters within 
the district.

A spokesperson said wheth-
er a participant was looking 
for a family-friendly outing, a 
chance to dive into local his-
tory, or a challenging climb, 
the festival had “something for 
everyone”.

“For those craving adven-
ture, Echo features some of the 
most rewarding hikes in the 
region. 

“The Waiotahi to Karaka 
Loop, led by the Kauaeranga 
Tramping Club, winds through 
regenerating bush, past gold-
mining relics, and up to the 
stunning Red Rocks Bluff with 
expansive valley views. 

“The Maratoto Wires Track 
follows the historic telephone 
line through rugged terrain, 
offering a remote backcountry 
experience with steep climbs 
and breathtaking scenery,” 
they said.

“The Pinnacles Walk, one of 
the most spectacular hikes in 
the North Island, follows a his-
toric packhorse route, leading 
trampers through kauri log-
ging country before reaching 

This year’s Echo Walking Festival has “something for everyone”.                                File Photo
unbeatable summit views over 
the Coromandel.”

Beyond the big hikes, the fes-
tival also offers walks suited for 
all ages and abilities, they said.

“Hall’s Arboretum, guided 
by archaeologist Dave Wilton, 
explores a historic forestry site 
home to both exotic and native 
trees that played a key role in 
shaping New Zealand’s forestry 
policy.

“The Waihī Cemetery Walk 
tells the stories of the remark-
able women who helped shape 
the town, offering a moving 

glimpse into the past. 
“The Opoutere Beach and 

Forest Walk is a peaceful, 
family-friendly journey along 
one of the Coromandel’s most 
tranquil beaches, with a return 
loop through native forest and 
the opportunity to spot nesting 
seabirds.”

Every walk in the festival will 
be guided, which meant there 
would be no need for partici-
pants to “worry about maps or 
navigation”.

They were encouraged to just 
“turn up and follow the lead”.

“These walks provide a safe 
and engaging way to explore, 
learn about the region’s history 
and ecology, and connect with 
like-minded adventurers,” the 
spokesperson said. “Whether 
you’re an experienced tramp-
er or simply looking to spend 
more time outdoors, this fes-
tival is the perfect way to step 
into nature.”
DETAILS: Echo Walking Festival is 
taking place between April 1-22. 
All walks must be booked online, 
so visit www.echowalkfest.org.nz 
to secure your spot.

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. In computer/console gaming, 
what does NPC stand for?
2. For the rugby union competition, 
what does NPC stand for?
3. Which online travel-related com-
pany uses an owl as their logo?
4. The Australian speed skater Ste-
ven Bradbury is mostly famous for 
what reason?
5. When was gold first discovered 
in Thames? a) 1837, b) 1867 or 
c)1897?
6. In which musical does the main 
character meet President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt? a) Annie, b) Hamilton 
or c) Wicked?
7. Which country has the highest 
population in South America?
8. Which of the following New Zea-
land natives is described as being 
deciduous (loses its leaves in win-
ter)? a) Hebe b) Ribbonwood, or c) 
Totara?
9. Contrasting with helium, what ef-
fect does inhaling sulfur hexafluor-
ide have on the voice?
10. Which billionaire was behind 
the sale of 20,000 flamethrowers 
for USD$500 each in just five days, 
in 2018?

ANSWERS: 1. Non-player character or 
non-playable character; 2. National Provin-
cial Championship; 3. TripAdvisor; 4. Being 
the first athlete from the Southern Hemi-
sphere to win a gold medal at a Winter 
Olympics, which he won in 2002 when the 
rest of the competitors crashed out on the 
final corner; 5. b) 1867, in the Kauaeranga 
Valley; 6. Annie; 7. Brazil (226 million); 8. 
b) Ribbonwood; 9. It deepens the voice; 
10. Elon Musk.

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Help us continue our 
100% local news coverage 
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

“We love working with the team at 
The Valley Profile.  They offer great 

quality print advertising that we 
know is effective and 

reaches our local community.
We’ve enjoyed watching our 

business and The Valley Profile grow 
together over the last few years.

 - John & Nicola Read
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ESSAYCONTEST!

OPENADOPTION.ORG.NZ

Join the Discussion
OURNEW ESSAY CONTEST
QUESTION…

Alarm is rising about falling
birthrates in New Zealand
and throughout most of the
world. With 57,006 births, an
abortion death toll of 16,277
and rising, and only three
non-kin adoptions in 2024*,
what are the long-term
implications and possible
solutions for New Zealand?

Cash Prizes:
$800 First Prize
$500 Second Prize,
$100 for Five Honorable
Mentions
Essay deadline: March 30, 2025
Prizes awarded April 15, 2025

Kindly submit to:
info@openadoption.org.nz

Sponsored by
Open Adoption

-The Gift of Love

*Figures Oranga Tamariki

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Looking for that special outfit for a

more dressy occasion?

Snowden’s can help you.

Savile Row lightweight wool suits

$495, Daniel Hechter sportscoats

from $375 or we offer a hire

service as another option.

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

The massed pipe bands assemble to march in the Evening Tattoo.      Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Going for speed in the Axeman’s Chopping Carnival. 

The Farmer’s Walk - walking as 
far as possible while carrying 
two 50kg weights.

Scottish festival fun
The 32nd Paeroa Highland Games and Tattoo took place in 
Paeroa on February 8. For 12 sun-soaked hours pipers played, 
strongmen lifted and highland dancers strutted their stuff in the 
Paeroa Domain, amid a crowd of hundreds of onlookers. The 
domain was packed all day, and the festivities continued well 
into the evening with the Evening Tattoo festivities kicking off at 
6pm. ALICE PARMINTER went along to enjoy the atmosphere. 

A highland dancer shows her moves in the Evening Tattoo showcase. 

The Junior Highland Games. Hamilton Caledonian Pipe Band. 
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2008 Honda CR-V
2.4Ltr Auto, New Tyres, Alloys,

Value SUV

$6,990

2015 Ssangyong
Korando Ltd

2.0Ltr Auto, 2WD, NZ New, T-Bar

$13,990

2012 Ssangyong Actyon
5 Speed Diesel, 2WD, TOP TRUCK

NOW
$10,990

2016 Mitsubishi ASX
Auto, AWD, Diesel, Top Spec,

NZ New, BEST BUY

$13,990

2001 Holden Commodore VX
Auto,3.8V6, Alloys, Spoiler, Tow Bar,

BEST AVAILABLE

$7,990

2006 Mercedes Benz B170
Auto, Low Kms, Hi Spec

$7,990

2014 Ssangyong
Rexton SPR

Diesel, AWD, 7 Seat, Top Spec Leather

$12,990

Thames boy in the thick of Tarawera eruption
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

A tremendous noise remi-
niscent of a cannon blast 

shook the Thames Valley in the 
early hours of June 10, 1886.

By dawn news had filtered 
through that the sound had 
been the violent eruption of 
Mt Tarawera around 10 miles 
from the village of Te Wairoa, 
near Rotorua. 

The village, with its hotels 
and stores, was the gateway 
to the Eighth Wonder of the 
World – the pink and white 
terraces on the shores of Lake 
Rotomahana – stunning stair-
ways of silica descending into 
thermal springs.

When daylight came, smoke 
and steam rising from the 
neighbourhood of the massive 
explosion could be distinctly 
seen from the top of Thames 
Valley ranges. Dust and ashes 
fell as far as Te Aroha and Ka-
rangahake. 

Telegrams detailing the dis-
aster caused great alarm and 

The Haszard family outside their home in Te Wairoa, 1885.        Photo: SUPPLIED

the Thames Advertiser office 
was besieged by an anxious 
throng. One victim was said to 
be Miss Bagnall of Turua but 
proved not be. Mr Crosbie, of 
Thames, who had been work-
ing at Tikitere on a new hotel 
had a narrow escape. 

But somewhere in the mid-
dle of the disaster was Charles 
‘Charlie’ Sutherland Haszard, a 
five-year-old boy from Thames.

Around 10 days earlier, 
strange disturbances on Lake 
Tarawera had unnerved local 
Māori. Tourists were taken 
across the lake to the geother-
mal wonderland by guides in 
canoes or whaleboats. 

A short walk over a land 
bridge to Lake Rotomahana 
was rewarded by the sight of 
the White Terrace, a large for-
mation covering three hectares 
resembling cascading water 
turned to stone descending 30 
metres.

They then crossed Lake Ro-
tomahana to the salmon col-
oured Pink Terrace which de-
scended about 22 metres over 
100 metres. Tourists bathed in 
the Pink Terrace pools which 
had various temperatures and 
depths.

But by 1872 the Pink Terrace 
was being greatly spoiled by 
visitors scribbling their names 
on it, and the tourism in gener-
al was infuriating Tūhoto Ariki, 
the tribal priest of Te Wairoa. 
Believed to be 100 years old, he 
came from a long line of high 
priests and was both respected 
and feared. 

He was said to have powers 
over the air and the under-
world and the tribe, afraid of 
him, treated him as an outcast. 

Te Wairoa Māori charged £2 
to be rowed across Lake Ro-
tomahana and £5 to make a 
sketch or take a photograph.

The tribe became prosperous 
but with this came greed and 
the ravages of alcohol. 

Tūhoto predicted disaster 
but was ignored.

The principal guide was So-
phia Hinerangi, who had taken 
thousands of tourists over the 
lake to the terraces. In late July 
1886, while ferrying a small 
group across the lake, the wa-
ters suddenly rose and an eerie 
whimpering sound was heard. 

The group then saw another 
canoe in the distance which ap-
peared to be a large war canoe, 
full of Māori dressed for a fu-

neral, some with the heads of 
dogs and others with their hair 
detailed with feathers of the 
Huia and White Heron. 

It came near enough for Mrs 
Sise of Dunedin to see the sun 
glittering on a paddle. 

It was hailed but there was no 
answer and the phantom canoe 
then vanished.

Young Charlie Haszard 
was blissfully unaware of the 
strange phenomenon occurring 
at Te Wairoa. 

His mother, Janet, had died 
suddenly the year before at 
Thames leaving her husband, 
William, with six children un-
der the age of 12. 

Now Charlie was staying with 
his father’s brother, Charles 
and his family at Te Wairoa.

Several branches of the 
Haszard family had immigrat-
ed to New Zealand from Prince 

Edward Island, Canada. 
Starting in 1859, several voy-

ages were made in ships spe-
cifically constructed for the 
migration.

Charles and his wife Ame-
lia, who were second cous-
ins, initially lived in Bombay, 
Auckland eventually settling at 
Te Wairoa where Charles be-
came headmaster of the Maori 
school. 

They lived in the schoolhouse 
with their children Clara, 22, 
Ina, 16, Adolphus, 10, Edna, 
6, and Mona, 4.  The Haszards 
also took in guests and on the 
night of June 9 these were 
surveyor John Cunningham 
Blythe and Harry Lundis, his 
assistant. Old Mary Te Monti, 
a local Māori woman, was also 
at the residence. 

It was Amelia’s birthday and 
the group enjoyed a pleasant 
evening ending with the sur-
veyors telling of the occultation 
of Mars with the Moon.

By 11pm all were in bed but 
around 1.15am the household 
was roused by an ‘earth quiver’ 
and a rumbling noise. Charles 
Hazard, going to the verandah, 
exclaimed it was the most won-
derful sight he had ever seen. 
An ink-black cloud hovered 
over Mt Tarawera, with light-
ning and balls of fire shooting 
out of it.

John Blyth said it was a cloud 
charged with electricity, but it 
was something altogether quite 
different...
PART TWO WILL FEATURE IN 
NEXT WEEK’S VALLEY PROFILE

PART ONE
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we ve got youwe’ve got
Thames,

ve got you
covered

217 Pollen Street, Thames
07 777 4994

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

Vinyl • Rigid Core • Timber • Carpets
Curtains • Blinds • Accessories

Make every day beautiful with

512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891 E:flowersonpollen@gmail.com

w:flowersonpollen.co.nz

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa

flooringdesign.co.nz

DESIGN. SUPPLY. INSTALL. we do it all!

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space ADVERTISING FEATURE

Last year, I set 
a goal: to run 

up the Pinna-
cles. 

It’s seven kilo-
meters of pure uphill climb, 
followed by a punishing de-
scent that feels like your knees 
are being jackhammered with 
every step.

Thinking about it now, I 
wonder why anyone would 
willingly sign up for that.

Determined, I started run-

It’s okay to slow down, but don’t stop
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION ning three to four times a week, 
gradually building up my stam-
ina.

On January 2, I decided it 
was time for a test run - not 
quite the Pinnacles, but a 15- 
kilometre bush track with less 
climbing. 

Two hours later, I limped 
back to the car, my knee shot 
and my body thoroughly spent. 

That night, a cold hit me like 
a freight train and lingered for 
weeks.

The fallout was bigger than 
I expected. I stopped exercis-
ing altogether, and with that, 

my morning routine of reading, 
reflecting, and moving my body 
fell apart. 

The lack of structure led to a 
slump that felt harder to climb 
out of than the trail I’d attempt-
ed.

A friend of mine, who’s a per-
sonal trainer, once said, “You 
can slow down, but don’t stop”.

His words came back to me 
during that slump. 

For some of us, a full stop 
can derail everything. We’re 
like ships: a rudder is useless 
if the ship isn’t moving. With-
out movement, motivation be-

comes hard to find.
Eventually, I forced myself 

back into routine. 
I’m running again - though 

carefully - and slowly rebuild-
ing my habits. My knee still 
needs time, and my energy isn’t 
fully back, but I already feel 
worlds better.

For me, those weeks of stop-
ping altogether served as a 
powerful reminder: it’s okay to 
slow down, but stopping entire-
ly comes at a cost. 

Life will throw challenges at 
us - whether it’s injuries, sick-
ness, or setbacks. 

But if we can keep moving, 
even at a slower pace, we’ll 
maintain momentum to steer 
our way forward.

So, wherever you’re at, take 
the time you need. Slow the 
pace if you have to. Just don’t 
stop.
Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

Carpet Court and CurtainStu-
dio are the largest flooring 

and window furnishing retail 
brands in New Zealand, and the 
Thames store on Pollen St has 
been bringing the best of floor-
ing and window furnishings in a 
joint location since June, 2024.

With summer already halfway 
through, now is the perfect time 
to refresh your home with new 
flooring and window treatments.

The long, sunny days provide 
plenty of natural light to help you 
choose the perfect colours and 
finishes for your space.

Whether you’re upgrading your 
flooring or updating your cur-
tains, summer’s warm weather 
makes it easier to install and 
acclimate materials, ensuring 
everything fits just right.

Plus, as the season starts to 
wind down, it’s the ideal mo-
ment to give your home a fresh 
look before Autumn arrives.

Take advantage of the remain-
ing summer months to trans-
form your space with beautiful 
new flooring and curtains.

Both brands have unbeatable 
Summer deals right now, includ-

ing free underlay and installation 
on selected Rhino carpet, 40% 
off Designers Collection custom 
blinds, and free make on select-
ed custom curtains with the new 
year, new look sale.

Head in store to visit Taz and 
the team, and see the great 
deals currently on offer.
DETAILS: Open weekdays from 
8.30am to 5.00pm and on Sat-
urdays from 8.30am to 2.00pm. 
Visit carpetcourt.co.nz and cur-
tainstudio.co.nz or contact us to-
day for free measure and quote 
on 077774994 or 0279781816.

Ideal time for a fresh look

Join our monthly 
Style Your Space 
page and receive 
a feature article 

about your business 
and a listing on the 

Coromandel App
Contact Davidda - 022 174 3988
davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

or Nikki - 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

Z242E
42” cut fabricated mower deck, 21.5hp V-Twin
Kawasaki Engine

R 214TC
94cm mulching deck, Hydrostatic Transmission,
V-Twin Husqvarna Series Engine

TS 114
38” cut, Hydrostatic
Transmission, Husqvarna
Series Engine

$5,290

Z242E R 214TC

$8,690$8,990

Llamas lead trek through farm history
In a small paddock nestled 

among the hills in Kauaeran-
ga Valley, Lorenza Devcich is 
feeding her four llamas. 

The doe-eyed creatures are 
eager to come close, and Lor-
enza chats away to them as we 
talk. 

Stella, Fern, Libby and Abby 
are part of Lorenza’s unique 
menagerie at Devcich Farm-
stay. They are also the stars 
of Lorenza’s llama treks - a 
90-minute walk to a private 
swimming hole, accompanied 
by the graceful mammals on 
leads. 

“We follow this tramline up 
and along the river up to the 
end of the property, which 
gives you lovely views looking 
up to those hills close up,” Lor-
enza says.

“I’ve been doing it on and off 
for the guests and it was such 
a hit, I have decided to open it 
up a bit, by appointment only.”

There’s a bit of a scuffle as we 
talk, while the llamas jockey for 
position at our buckets. They’re 
real characters, Lorenza says. 

“Stella’s got a personality of 
her own and if she decides that 
she doesn’t want to walk, she’ll 
just stop and put the brakes on. 
And she’s even sat down,” she 
says. 

Lorenza Devcich and her llamas on her Kauaeranga Valley farm.          Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“Usually when she sits, I’ve 
got to just leave her. There’s no 
way, I’ve sat on her and all sorts 
and she won’t get up. So we just 
leave her behind and then she 
catches up when she’s had her 
little protest. 

“But she loves it when we go, 
I usually walk them up to the 
swimming hole and she’ll get in 

the water.”
Along with the llamas, Lor-

enza has a herd of Scottish 
Highland cows, some Damara 
sheep, and a whole flock of in-
teresting birds - peacocks, par-
tridges, Lady Amherst hens, 
guinea fowl, golden pheasants, 
two emus, and a variety of in-
teresting hen breeds. 

“I’ve always liked antiques 
and character stuff rather than 
modern,” she says. 

“And with animals and birds, 
I just like something that’s a lit-
tle bit different, you know, that 
you don’t see on a farm every 
day.”

The whole farm is filled with 
things you don’t see every day. 

A category one historical prop-
erty, it was established by Lor-
enza’s grandfather Simun and 
his two brothers when they im-
migrated from Dalmatia, Croa-
tia, in the early 1900s. Simun 
and his family ran a number 
of enterprises on the property. 
Lorenza returned to Thames 
in 2005 to help her father, and 
has been working hard ever 
since on restoring and repair-
ing the original buildings. 

“When I first took over, you 
couldn’t walk around this is-
land in the middle,” she says of 
the toolshed. 

“It was full of rubbish. I had 
a big skip out there and all the 
bent pipe and the rusty nails 
and stuff that couldn’t be used 
or wasn’t antique - out it went. 
I had three piles: rubbish, an-
tiques, stuff I could use.

“I think I’ve improved it, if 
anything. Hopefully keep the 
history going for a bit longer.”

There’s a woolshed, kauri 
mill, toolshed, blacksmithery, 
and winery on the premises, 
alongside the three-bedroom 
homestead and a one-bedroom 
cottage. Lorenza has memories 
of the mill running as late as 
the 80s, and she worked in the 
winery as a child. 

“My father, Ivan, [was] a 
winemaker. This particular

CONTINUED ON P11



shed was built in 1931,” she says. 
“My job was filling the bottles or 

cleaning them. And it was dreadful 
stuff, even as a teenager. I couldn’t 
stand it.”

Also onsite is a trading post, looking 
just as it would have 100 years ago. 

“My grandfather would trade with 
the gum diggers and the loggers in the 
camps up by the Pinnacles,” she says 
as we poke around in the trading post 
among ancient tools and dusty bottles. 

“A lot of them didn’t have any money 
so he’d give it to them on credit, and 
then he’d buy the gum back.”

We emerge into the sunshine once 
more to watch Lorenza’s birds stroll 
around the lawns, and the llamas 

crowding around the fence across the 
way. 

Much of the charm of the place, it 
seems, comes from Lorenza herself - 
full of stories of her family and history 
that brings the place to life. 

I came back to Thames in 2005 when 
Dad’s health started failing. When I got 
back home I thought, this isn’t such a 
bad place to be. I felt at peace actually,” 
she says.

“It’s a lot of work and [the animals] 
keep me really busy [but] I’m just about 
to the stage now that I’m happy with it. 

“I’ve done my bit with it, saving most 
of the buildings, working harder than I 
ever have.”
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HUSTLER Round Bale FeederGILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

UNLX104

Rear fence, Bearing covers, Front end loader reader
(require brackets), Covered drive shaft to eliminate feed
wrapping, Dual latch hooks for stronger headstock &

feeding cradle connection

Large diameter high tensile fork tines, Different length
fork tines for easy & quick engagement, Guide plates &

bushes to ensure a snug fit in the cradle,
Strong rolled RHS headstock

4 YEAR
warranty

$10,895 $11,590
+GST +GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

BEST.
BEST,
Buythe

learnfromthe

EXCLUSIVE STORE OFFER

Purchase any new Yamaha dirt bike before 31 March
2025 at Central Motors Hauraki and get one day’s
FREE coaching with Team Altherm JCR Yamaha.

(07) 867 7524andrew@centralmotors.co.nz www.centralmotors.co.nz

Terms & Conditions Apply

CONTINUED FROM  P10

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The trading post is 
filled with historic artefacts from the property; 
Lorenza holds a piece of kauri gum from the trading 
post; Scottish highland cows.               ALICE PARMINTER
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Avoca all ready to go for your Lime requirements this
Autumn

10 Reasons to apply Lime to your soils:

1 Increases pH and decreases soil acidity
2 Increase nutrient availability maximising return on your fertiliser

spend
3 Improves soil biological activity further releasing nutrients
4 Improves soil structure providing increased resilience to droughts

and floods
5 Reduces aluminium toxicity and increase root growth and root

depth
6 Reduces P fixation and improves P availability
7 Reduces need for N fertiliser by stimulating clover growth
8 Improves pasture production & palatability
9 Improved pasture=improved animal performance
10 Provides calcium an essential element for both animals and plant

growth and health

Order Avoca’s fast-acting Northland Lime now!
Phone Rev on 021 503 029 or Gill on 09 4335720

KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP

Any farmer who harvests or buys crops 
risks inviting one of the world’s most 

invasive pest plants on to their property 
– to their detriment.

Velvetleaf, which is spread by machin-
ery or via contaminated maize, is cur-
rently found on 105 properties in nine re-
gions of the North Island: 61 in the Wai-
kato, 20 in Auckland, 15 in Manawatū-
Whanganui, three in Hawke’s Bay, two in 
Wellington, and one each in Northland, 
Taranaki, Gisborne and Bay of Plenty.

North Island velvetleaf co-ordinator 
Sally Linton said the issue was that farm-
ers bought maize from all over the coun-
try and even internationally, often sight 
unseen, and contractors who harvested 
crops often worked multiple properties 
across large areas.

“It’s so invasive that if your neighbour 
has it and you are sharing equipment 
then you’re likely to get it if that machine 
is not cleaned. To be honest, no farmer 
that crops is free from risk – and that is 
the message we need to get out. Biosecu-
rity starts at the gate. It’ll save you a lot 
of headaches.”

Velvetleaf was first found in New Zea-
land in the early 2000s, with infestations 
of the cropping weed mostly concen-
trated around Auckland and Waikato. Its 
prevalence was exacerbated by the fod-
der beet incursion of 2016-17 and there 

Velvetleaf a risk 
to all landowners 
who crop - WRC

Velvetleaf seedheads and flower.   Photo: WRC

Meet Judd, (pictured 
below), a 9-year-old 

black mastiff who recently 
visited our Waihi clinic as 
his owners had noticed a 
lump on his left hind foot.

Upon his initial visit, 
a sample from the lump 

was taken using a small needle to extract cells, 
which were then examined under a micro-
scope. The diagnosis was a Mast Cell Tumour 
(MCT), a potentially malignant type of growth. 
They account for approximately 20 per cent of 
skin masses and can occur anywhere. Given 
the nature of MCTs, surgical removal was rec-
ommended.

Surgery to remove the tumour took place 
the following week. Typically, wide margins are 
taken around such tumours, but this was im-
possible due to its location on Judd’s foot. The 
limited spare skin meant the incision couldn’t 

be fully closed, leaving a portion of the wound 
open. Judd’s foot was carefully bandaged to 
cover the open wound, and the area was moni-
tored and rebandaged every 4-5 days. The MCT 
was sent to the lab to ensure the whole mass 
had been removed and to grade the tumour.

Judd’s owners did a great job with his care 
after the surgery, ensuring his bandage stayed 
clean and dry. The wound healed within ap-
proximately three weeks, throughout which 
Judd was a fantastic patient, sitting calmly 
through every bandage change, enjoying treats 
and head scratches. The lab results brought 
great news: the entire tumour had been suc-
cessfully removed, and it was classified as low 
grade, meaning it was unlikely to have spread 
(metastasised) or recur in the same spot.

Judd’s story highlights the importance of get-
ting skin lumps checked promptly. Early detec-
tion and treatment ensure our furry friends 
stay healthy and happy.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets

Judd’s awkward lump
By Stephanie Fulton

Photos: 1 - surgery; 2 - four days post-op; 3 - two weeks post-op, 4 - four weeks post-op.   SUPPLIED

is now at least one infected property in 
every region of the North Island.

“The discovery of velvetleaf on a prop-
erty can significantly impact farming 
businesses as cropping is difficult and 
more costly,” Sally said. “So, while there 
are rules to prevent its spread from prop-
erties, we also do everything we can to 
support landowners who are affected.”

Landowners are responsible for de-
stroying velvetleaf, which is an unwanted 
organism under the Biosecurity Act, and 
all machinery leaving an infested prop-
erty must be cleaned.  
DETAILS: Suspected sightings of velvetleaf 
should be reported to your regional coun-
cil or Sally Linton at sally.linton.nz@gmail.
com.
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Kia Sportage Hybrid
HEV 'Earth' 1.6L Pe

$ 55,390
MRP

+ORC*

g y
trol

$

M

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz
THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Movement that inspires

$25,990 Incl. GST + ORC*
*T&Cs apply

SRRP
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Musty, 4 Make short work of, 14 Clasp, 15 Lingo, 16 Lascivious, 17 Prior, 19 All, 20 Guarded,
21 Burnished, 22 Burial, 25 Enlighten, 27 Tenant, 28 Felony, 33 Scrutineer, 35 Mar, 36 Shifty, 37 Star,
39 Put, 41 Nearing, 42 Jingle, 43 On the ball, 44 Defer, 45 Employee, 50 No, 51 Ecstatic, 55 Canoe, 58
Shipshape, 59 Garlic, 60 Strolls, 61 Owl, 63 Debt, 64 Classy, 65 Ewe, 66 First thing, 68 Keeper, 69 Credit,
71 Solitaire, 76 Wrench, 77 Cautioned, 79 Ignited, 81 Cue, 84 Parka, 85 Originally, 86 Vague, 87 Eight,
88 Behind the scenes, 89 Steed.

DOWN: 2 Unique, 3 Tiger, 5 Away, 6 Exclude, 7 Havana, 8 Roots, 9 Western, 10 Rope, 11 Odious,
12 Fatal, 13 Apology, 14 Cruiser, 18 Deficiency, 23 Thief, 24 Incisor, 26 Neutral, 27 Torpedo, 29 Outcast,
30 Scream, 31 Image, 32 Static, 34 Raid, 36 Stuff, 38 Relic, 40 Feat, 45 Eased, 46 Pliable, 47 Oust, 48
Enable, 49 Enjoy, 50 Neglect, 52 Set at large, 53 Another, 54 Island, 55 Censure, 56 Greet, 57 Tiff, 62 Frail,
67 Receipt, 68 Kitchen, 70 Diamond, 72 Operate, 73 Accrue, 74 Copies, 75 Secure, 76 Wedge, 78 Thigh,
80 Inapt, 82 Taxi, 83 Flue.

ACROSS
1 Last (5)
4 Agitates (6,2)
9 Carry to excess (6)
14 Sandy shore (5)
15 Spend recklessly,
ostentatiously (5,5,6)
17 Theatrical
entertainment (5)
18 Knight’s title (3)
19 Waxy colouring
sticks (7)
20 Ancestors (9)
21 Chase (6)
24 Free-falling jumpers
from aircraft (9)
25 Zeal (6)
26 Winner’s prize (6)
29 Racing dogs (10)
31 Brick-carrying
device (3)
32 Keen discernment
(6)
33 Skin mark (4)
35 Tavern (3)
37 Throb painfully (4)
39 French heroine
(4,2,3)
40 At or nearest the
top (9)
41 Conditions (5)
42 Took for granted (8)
47 Ritual (8)
51 Fourth Greek letter
(5)
55 Of great beauty and
delicacy (9)
56 Dubious,
unbelieving (9)
58 Pen tips (4)

59 Passenger vehicle
(3)
60 Duplicate copy (4)
61 Referee (6)
62 Tune (3)
63 Venice boatmen
(10)
66 Veer sharply (6)
67 Strapped shoe (6)
69 Court game (9)
72 Elate (6)
73 Cargo ship (9)
75 Protected (7)
77 Regret bitterly (3)
80 Smoked roll (5)
81 With startlingly rapid
progress (2,5,3,6)
82 Just detectable
amount (5)
83 Steady in position
or balance (6)
84 Source it (anag) (8)
85 Ring (5)

DOWN
2 Heir (9)
3 Great pain (5)
5 Indirect suggestion
(4)
6 Aperture in door (7)
7 Greatly superior;
very much in advance
of (7,5)
8 Preserved plum (5)
9 Commanded (7)
10 Cereal heads (4)
11 Eat (6)
12 Make happen (5)
13 Dry (7)
14 Sobered (anag) (7)

16 Easy earnings
(5,3,3)
22 Austrian capital (6)
23 Cloud type (7)
24 Timidity (7)
25 Habitual user (6)
27 Wind instrument (7)
28 Place of worship (6)
30 Store (4)
32 Annoyed (5)
34 Attempt again (5)
36 Gratis (4)
38 Mongrel (3)
42 Fabric fold (5)
43 Queries (anag)(7)
44 Component part (4)
45 Mystery (6)
46 Spherical map (5)
48 Practical guideline
(4,2,5)
49 Grand residence (7)
50 Capture (3)
51 Claimed (anag)(7)
52 Attack (6)
53 Memorise (5,2,5)
54 Male deer (4)
57 Frank (6)
64 Netherlands port (9)
65 Greed (7)
66 Conceal (7)
68 Long-lasting (7)
70 Actor’s assistant (7)
71 Of slender build (6)
72 American state (5)
74 Snow house (5)
76 Coarse (5)
78 Seize (4)
79 Long ago (4)
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The Rotary Paeroa Annual Car 
and Motorcycle Show and 

Swapmeet is heading to Paeroa 
Domain on February 22, and is set 
to be a bonanza of all things petrol.

This year, for the first time Ro-
tary is combining their two regular 
events, the Vintage and Classic Car 
Show and the V8 Show, into one 
big extravaganza. 

Vintage, classic and V8 cars will 
be on display along with trucks, 
pickups, hotrods, bikes, caravans 
and other vehicles of interest. 

The annual swapmeet will take 
place at the same time, with stall-
holders bringing their vehicle-re-

lated wares. There will be market 
and food stalls, activities, dem-
onstrations, kid’s entertainment, 
raffles, and the much-sought-after 
prizes for each car category. 

To keep the crowd entertained, 
Rotary have called on some 50s-
themed entertainment - rock’n’roll 
dancers, a pin-up fashion show, 
and Paeroa’s own Elvis, Trevor 
Needham. 

“I’m going to bring several eras 
of Elvis through the decades, 
from about 1960 up until when 
he passed in 1977. We’re going to 
be doing some country music as 
well,” Trevor said.

“I’m really hoping that we can 
make it something to remember.”

Trevor will be wearing three dif-
ferent costumes during the show, 
each weighing 15kg and worth 
around $5000. He said he was ex-
cited to bring his show back to his 
hometown. 

“I lived in Paeroa for a long time 
and to bring this [show] home 
again, it touches me,” Trevor said. 

“It’s important for people to 
know how much I love being a part 
of that community and now to 
come back with this show after all 
these years, it’s a big part of me.”

Rotary president Katie McLaren 
said the car show was shaping up 
to be a fantastic day, and said com-
bining the two events made sense.

“The capacity of the club is 

changing - a lot of people were 
getting sick and retiring and go-
ing away, so we just thought we’d 
combine it into just having one 
event per year, one big car event, 
one big fundraiser,” she said. 

The show will be Rotary’s major 
fundraiser for the year, allowing 
the club to continue supporting 
the community in Paeroa, Waihī 
and the Plains. 

“A lot of our funding goes to-
wards supporting youth, so we 
have put a fair amount of money 
into the local schools and college,” 
Katie said. 

“Before Christmas we agreed to 
give some money to Paeroa Cen-
tral School towards their new play-

ground surfaces; the Ohinemuri 
Kahui Ako towards a youth sup-
port programme, [and] we’ve pro-
vided some funding towards the 
Paeroa College Academic Scholar-
ships as well as some funding to 
the Santa Parade for the Business 
Association. 

“We’re always looking for worth-
while community projects.”
DETAILS: Rotary Paeroa Annual Car 
and Motorcycle Show and Swap-
meet, February 22, 10am at Paeroa 
Domain. Entry $5pp, vehicles $10 
each (including driver), under 15s 
free. 
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Bridget Jones: Mad About the Boy (125 mins) M. Bridget navigates life as a widow & single mom
with the help of family, friends, and a former lover. On the apps, she’s pursued by a younger man.
The Room Next Door (107 mins) M. Starring Tilda Swinton. Martha’s strained relationship with her mother
fractures when a misunderstanding drives them apart. Their mutual friend Ingrid sees both sides of the rift.
A Complete Unknown (141 mins) M. At the Newport Folk Festival in 1965, a young Bob Dylan
shakes up his act on the folk music scene by going electric and singing rock as the voice of a generation.
Maria (123 mins) M. Follows the life story of the world’s greatest opera singer, Maria Callas, during
her final days in 1970s Paris. Captivating performance by Angelina Jolie. International co-production.
The Haka Party Incident (90 mins) E. True story about a group of young activists who sought to stop
university students performing a parody of haka each capping week. A largely forgotten event in our history.
Mufasa: The Lion King (118 mins) PG. Mufasa: The Lion King enlists Rafiki to relay the legend of
the unlikely rise of the beloved king of the Pride Lands, introducing an orphaned cub called Mufasa.
Paddington in Peru (106 mins) PG. Follow Paddington and the Brown family as they visit Aunt
Lucy in Peru, but a mystery sends them to the Amazon rainforest and up Peruvian mountains.
Moana 2 (100 mins) PG. After receiving an unexpected call from her wayfinding ancestors, Moana
must journey to the far seas of Oceania and into dangerous, long-lost waters for an adventure.

Movies from Thursday 13 February to Wednesday 19 February
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch

ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte

available

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhiiiss siide
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppmmm

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Shihad performs for the crowd.         Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Whangamatā locals, left, Victoria and Jess, with Kharma from Papamoa.
Anthony Symonds of Rotorua 
caught the drumstick from The D4.

Kickdown chaos
Multitudes of music and motorcycle-mad punters were bathed 
in sunshine at the Kickdown Festival 2025 at Joe’s Farm, 
Whangamatā, from February 6 to 8. Motorcyclists were invited 
to take part in the Coromandel loop ride or CFMoto adventure 
ride followed by an open fire barbecue meat festival on Febru-
ary 7, and the downtown bike show in Whangamatā township on 
the morning of February 8. Back on the festival grounds, people 
were able to get amongst the fun and festivities such as food 
stalls, barber shops, tattoo artists, freestyle motocross displays, 
motorcycle stalls, NZ Stage and Screen Combat School displays 
and more. But the main event on day three was the afternoon 
concert, which kicked off with Dick Move, followed by The D4, 
Th’ Dudes, Kora and wrapped up with a performance by headlin-
ers Shihad. Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA was there to snap 
some of the action on concert day.

Bogan burnouts.

Matt and Ryan Van Sant. Juanita Tau and Duane Dawson. 

ENTERTAINMENT

Car show set to roar into Paeroa with Elvis in tow



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com 

027 967 1399
animaladdiction.co.nz

For all your pet needs...

animals

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

electrician

civil construction
QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 

Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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For more than three decades, Smart 
has played a significant role in waste 

and recycling services within the Coro-
mandel and Waikato regions.

We’ve been proud to do that, and we 
continue to grow and expand our offer-
ings. As our regions continue to grow, rest 
assured that Smart Bins commercial ser-
vices will continue to be your trusted local 
waste business, proudly owned and oper-
ated, with people who live in your commu-
nities.

Our team is working diligently to provide 
the community with a reliable, friendly, 
and hassle-free rubbish and recycling col-
lection service for your home or business, 

come rain, or shine.
Our commitment to serving our custom-

ers remains unwavering. Whether you’re 
a household or a business, we will contin-
ue to provide a comprehensive range of 
services. We understand that the council 
services may not meet everyone’s needs, 
so we continue to offer flexible, cost-ef-
fective, customised collection times, and 
a variety of bin sizes ranging from 80 litre 
wheelie bins to 30 cubic metres. 
DETAILS: If you would like to explore the 
range of services we provide, please con-
tact our friendly customer support team 
today at 0800 424 990 or email sales.
support@smartenvironmental.co.nz.

Smart Environmental – Expanding with the times
Smart offers a variety of bin sizes from 80 litre wheelie bins to 30 cubic metres.        Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal
HOTSY WATERBLASTING

“Old school service”
We turn up on time + Do a great Job

+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
Property Maintenance

One Stop Shop

Ph. Shane 027 480 5586
No Silly Prices.

• Carpentry
• Plastering
• Painting
• Tiling
• Gardening

30
yrs
exp

property maintenance
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

WE PAINT NZ
For all your painting needs
Roof, Exterior, Interior.

No Job to small
Residential / Commercial

35 years experience
Specializing in Roof painting,

Make your Roof last Years more, all the
latest solutions for all types of roofing.
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

painter

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens
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Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

SPORTS REPORTS
Paeroa Bowls recently celebrated its 
fours champions. 

The final day of the competition 
on February 3 was a close encounter, 
played in great spirit and well-fought 
by both teams. There were only a 
few points in it right to the end. Con-
gratulations to Kevin Lockley, Peter 
Rowling, John Pullan and John Tar-
rant. Commiserations to Colin Dem-
ler, John Ridings, Rick Eastman and 
Lance Trow, for keeping the game so 
close as it could’ve gone either way. 
A very enjoyable game to watch. 

Congratulations must also go to 
John Pullan after being in the win-
ning team, as this means he has 
now made the 100 club, made up of 
90 club championships at Glenfield 
and Paeroa Bowling Clubs and 10 
Thames Valley titles. Well done John 
for reaching this milestone, this will 
be hard to beat.      - Martin Douglas

BOWLS

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz In Brief

HIGHWAY CLOSURE
State Highway 25, the Thames 
Coast Rd was closed at the 
Russek Rd intersection near 
Kereta while emergency ser-
vices attend a crash reported 
at 12.45pm on February 7. 
Police said initial indications 
were that there had been se-
rious injuries in the crash in-
volving a vehicle and a motor-
cycle. Motorists were advised 
to avoid the area and expect 
delays. NZTA said the crash 
was cleared and the road reo-
pened at 2:30pm, however, 
motorists were advised to al-
low extra time for delays in 
the area to ease.
SUPERHERO EVENT
A Real Life Superheroes event 
is set to fly into Paeroa Do-
main on March 2, 10am-2pm. 
The fun day out, run by Hau-
raki District Council, will cel-

ebrate the everyday heroes 
who keep us safe: Fire and 
Emergeny NZ, Hato Hone 
St John, Police, and other 
amazing emergency services. 
There will be family-friendly 
games, live demos, and in-
teractive education. Attend-
ees can learn how to prepare 
for emergencies, or sign up 
to volunteer and build their 
emergency skills. Entry is free, 
and there will be a free sau-
sage sizzle and bottled water.
NEW DISPLAYS
Thames Museum has three 
new displays. Remembering 
the Telegram, Summer scenes 
by Herbert Rogers c1937, a 
display of watercolours given 
to Dr Hetherington to cover 
services rendered. Finally, the 
museum is calling for infor-
mation about its Tāre Māori 
| Māori Doll display - a 1960s 
doll from the S Hall Collection, 
surrounded by carvings by Pu-
riri School children.



PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper 

to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who did not receive your weekly paper, 

please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, 
Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, 
Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, 
Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu 
Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, 
Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

PAPER RUNNERS
We have a vacancies for paper runners in Waihi & Thames. Immediate Start...

Please contact Geoff: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
 for more information.

BURROWS ROOF 
CLEANING

EST 1971. For moss, mould 
etc removal. Industrial 

chems. Gutters cleaned, 
paths, drives, fences etc. 
Covering Paeroa, Waihi, 
Waihi Beach, Te Aroha. 

Ph Murray 0800 287 7697

Church Notice

Church NoticeDeath Notice Situations Vacant

For Lease

For Sale

For Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Gardening Public Notices

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

Handyman 

Pets
TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Storage

Storage

Storage

Roof Cleaning

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

An experienced 
handyman covering 
all trades with over 
20 years exp build-
ing trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.

Painter

Builder

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Reno’s, decking, 
fencing. For free 
quote ph Phil 021 
088 63559

 

Staff Required for Gull Thames Service 
Station 
Staff required for Night Shifts (full time/Part time) positions 
available at Gull Thames, Suitable customer service experience 
must be mature and have good communication skills. 

GULL & Rockgas Thames 
208 Pollen Street  
Thames 3500                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Hauraki RSA Inc 
and the 

Hauraki RSA Poppy 
Trust 

Annual General Meeting 
to be held on Tuesday 

25th March at the 
Hauraki RSA Club, 
14 Pipiroa Road,
Ngatea at 7.00pm

Club Manager /Secretary/Treasurer - part time
We have this position coming available due to retirement at 

the Ohinemuri Club in Paeroa. 
For a more in-depth job description and applications, 

email dinott@xtra.co.nz

AUDITIONS
“Taking Off”

by Roger Hall
4 female roles  

40 - 50 year olds
Paeroa Little Theatre

1 Francis St
4.30pm Sat. Feb 15th

Weightlifting set for 
sale. $300 Ph: Ted 021 
167 6777

GUNNER, Joyce 
Velma (Joy):
Peacefully at Thames 
Hospital (after a short 
illness), on 3rd February 
2025; in her 79th year. 
Dearly loved wife of 
Tom (Paeroa), dearly 
loved Mum of Lorraine 
and Noel Hutchings 
(Whakatane), Desmond 
(Hamilton), Deborah 
(Whakatane), Denise 
and Ralph Stammers 
(Paeroa). Cherished 
Nana of Lisa Marie 
Stammers, and great-
granddaughter Lucy. 
‘We will all miss you so 

much Mum’. 
A celebration of 
Joy’s life was held 
at Twentymans 
Grahamstown Chapel, 
Thames, on Saturday 
8th February, followed 
by private cremation.   
Condolences may be 
sent to Tom Gunner,  
52A Puke Road Paeroa 
3600.

Heading pups. Black 
& white, 4 mths old. Ph 
07 867 3119 or 021 112 
7927

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $1,099,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sereneruralhaven: familyhomewithpanoramicviews
Escapeto rural tranquilitywith this three-bedroomlifestylepropertyon3.2hectares (moreor less)of rollinghills and
lushgreenery.Thehomefeaturesamasterbedroomwithensuite, twoadditionalbedrooms,andanopen-plan
kitchen, living, anddiningareawithmodernappliancesandan islandbench.Largeslidingdoors leadtoaspacious
deckwithstunning rural views.With6.8kWsolarpanels, adoublegarage, fully fencedpaddocks, extrashedding,and
aprivate riverbeach, it’sperfect forhobby farmingorequestrianpursuits. Justashortdrive toThames, thisproperty
blendsserenityandconvenience.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316097
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Coromandel 1296ManaiaRoad

38.98ha 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu6Mar2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12-12.45pmSun 16Feb
&12.30-1.15pmSun23Feb
KarlDavis0508838383karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Homeand incomewithbreathtakingviews
Experience rural livingwithbreathtakingCoromandelviewson38.9ha(moreor less).Thispropertyblends rustic
charm,moderncomforts, and incomepotential. Themain four-bedroomhomefeatures70sqm(moreor less)of
decking, anopen-plan lounge/diningarea, andaprivatedeck. “TheCottage” offersaself-containedretreat, earning
$200+pernightonAirbnb.With 12ha(moreor less)ofQE IIprotectedbushensuringprivacyand 180sqm(moreor
less)of shedding forequipment, this isaunique lifestyleopportunity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630022

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Waiomu 17WaiomuValleyRoad

3 1 1 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu6Mar2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Whereseaviewsmeetcomfort
Areyou looking foraplace tocreate lastingmemories justmoments fromthebeach?Here'syourchance tosecurea
sliceofparadiseonagenerous766sqm(moreor less) section.Thishomehas threebedroomsandone family
bathroom.Thekitchenoverlooks thespaciousdiningand lounge,making iteasy tocookandentertainat thesame
time.Stepoutside toabeautifuloutdoorspace thatblendsperfectlywith thenatural surroundings. It's an ideal spot to
relaxorentertain,whetheryou'rehostingabarbecueorenjoyingaquietevening.Thepropertyalso includesone
gardenshed forextrastorage,onesinglegarageandplentyofparking, all justashortdrive toThames township.

bayleys.co.nz/2180765
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Pipiroa 45ArawaStreet

6.1ha
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
2pm,Wed19Feb2025
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Flat, fertileblockawaitsbuyers
Upforgrabs is this flat, fertile, 6.1574ha(moreor less)block.Thecurrentowner isusing it tograzeapproximately20
headofmixed-agecowsall year round.Thisblock is ready foryoutohit thegroundrunning,withpoweravailable.A
large9x6mthree-bay implementshed,built in2005,providesamplestorage for toysand farmequipment.Waterand
powerconnection is readilyavailableat theboundaryoncouncil supply,withboth titlesmeteredtogether.Theblock
isdivided into9paddocks foreaseof stockmanagement.Whetheryou’reenvisioningasmall hobby farm,growing
yourownproduce,orenjoying thepeaceofopenspaces, thisblockoffersacanvas foryourdreams.Call us today!

bayleys.co.nz/26300018

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Paeroa 53ANorwoodRoad

1,879sqm 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Feb2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View3.30-4pmSun 16Feb
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Aprivateoasis in theheartofPaeroa
Discoveraspacious familyhomeon 1,879sqm(moreor less) in theheartofPaeroa,offeringprivacyandconvenience.
Tuckedat theendofaprivatedriveway, this four-bedroomLockwoodhomefeaturesopen-plan living, acosy
conservatory, andwindowseating, flowingtoasun-soaked,north-facingdeck.Themaster suiteboastsanensuite
andwalk-inwardrobe,while threeadditionalbedroomsshareasecondary loungeopeningtoashelteredpatio—ideal
foralfrescodining. Just 1.3kmfromPaeroa’s towncentre,withHamiltonandMountMaunganuiwithin85km, this
homeblendsspaceandcharm.

bayleys.co.nz/26300017
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waihi 134PukeweraRoad

84.8ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Feb2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmThu20Feb
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

ChasingWaterfalls
Offering84hectares (moreor less)ofmixedcontour land, thiswell-locatedproperty isaserioussupportblock for
dairy farmersoran idealbeefgrazingunit.Withapproximately65–70hectareseffective, it comfortablycarriesan
averageof 160yearlingbeefgrazerscurrentlyand40breedingcows,highlighting itsconsistentproductivity.The
land’sversatility includesaround 10hectaresofmowablecontour, supportingsupplementary feedproduction.A
strong farminghistoryunderpins thisblock,with regular fertiliserapplicationensuringongoingpastureperformance
andproductivity.Adding furtherappeal isabeautifully renovated four-bedroomhome,modernised in2022.Call
today!

bayleys.co.nz/26300015

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Huntly 251BainRoad

8,008sqm

AskingPrice $355,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
PeterKelly0274324278
peter.kelly@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Embracethecountry lifestyle
Escapeto thecountrysideandenjoy rural livingwith thisexceptional lifestyleproperty.Surroundedbytranquil
landscapes, this8,008sqm(moreor less) sectionoffersauniqueopportunity tocreateyourdreamretreataway from
thecity'shustle.Whetherbuildingaspacioushome,addingaworkshop,or startingahobby farm, thisproperty
accommodatesall your lifestylegoals.There's roomforagarden,orchard,or swimmingpool, allwithstunningviews
of rollinghills andopenskies.Power isat theboundary, andconsentedplansare ready.Protectivecovenants
safeguardyour investmentwhileallowingcreative freedom.Don’tmiss thechance toembraceNewZealand’s
countryside.

bayleys.co.nz/2316240
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NEWLISTING

Whitianga A44/73SouthEastHighway

161sqm
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Fri 14Mar2025
7TheEsplanade,Whitianga
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Semi-retire instyle
• Motivatedvendors readytomoveon
• Management rightsuntil 2057
• Three-bedroommanagerapartment

Ourvendorsare ready for theirnextchapter, and instructionsareclear: all previouspricing is tobedisregarded.On
offer isaunique lifestyleopportunitycombiningbusinessandpleasurewith themanagement rights forSovereignPier
on theWaterwaysandaspacious three-bedroommanager’sapartment.Whetheryou’re readytowinddownyour
careeror seekinga lifestylechangewith incomepotential, thisopportunity ishard tobeat.

bayleys.co.nz/2201754

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Whitianga 26AlbertStreet

508sqm 740sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu 13Mar2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Retiredvendors requireasale
• Multi tenanted investmentoffers split risk, returning$104,580+GSTandoutgoings
• 508sqm(moreor less)pedestriancorezone
• Vendors requireasaledue to retirement

26AlbertStreet supportedbyamixof reputable tenanciesboastsastronganchor tenant,SnapperJacks,who
capitaliseson itsprominentcorner location in theWhitiangaCBD.Withpotential for futuredevelopment, the
propertyoffersanexcellentopportunity for investors seekingawell-positionedassetwithstrong incomeandupside
potential.

bayleys.co.nz/2201661
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NEWLISTING

Kerepehi 27-31RetaCrescent

9,808sqm 2,520sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu 13Mar2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Prestigious industrial investment
• Nationally recognisedtenant returning$296,402pa+GST/OPEX
• Modernpremisesbuilt toahighstandard for tenant
• Strategically locatedwithin thegolden triangleof trade

Thisproperty is impeccablydesignedtomeetmodern industrial standards, featuringasecure9,908sqm(moreor
less) sitewithsubstantial security fencing.The2,520sqm(approximately)high-studwarehouse includesahigh-spec
office fit-outandmultiple staff facilities.Prestigious industrial investmentsof thiscalibreare rare,offeringasolid return
andahigh-quality tenant inplace.Don’tmiss theopportunity tosecure thisexceptional asset.

bayleys.co.nz/26300020

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Paeroa 7GreyStreet

2,314sqm 547sqm

Auction 12pm,Thu 13Mar2025
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Newyear,newpremises
• Vendorcommitted toselling
• 547sqm(approximately)warehousewithstaff facilities
• Fully fenceddrive-aroundyard
• Ratedat75%of theNewBuildingStandards

Ourmotivatedvendorpresentsanunmissableopportunity tosecureyournewpremises.Whetheryou’re looking to
establish, expand,or relocateyourbusiness, 7GreyStreetoffersapractical andaffordablesolution for industry
professionalsandowner-occupiers seekingawell-equippedbase in theheartofPaeroa’s thriving industrial hub.

bayleys.co.nz/2313415



24 THE VALLEY PROFILE, February 11, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS

Winning streak for BMX champion
If there’s one thing Danika 

Bergersen learned about her-
self during a BMX competition 
last month, it’s that she knows 
how to persevere.

“I don’t back down from chal-
lenges easily,” she said.

It’s something that propelled 
the 15-year-old bicycle moto-
cross racer to the top in the 
Eastern Region BMX Track 
Attack Series for 2025 held in 
Melbourne, Australia, from 
January 11-19.

The young athlete, who rode 
in the 16-year-old girls’ group, 
competed in 21 races across six 
different tracks in Melbourne, 
and claimed victory in 
every single one of her 
races, clinching first 
place in the compe-
tition for her age 
group.

The champion 
arrived at the 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
with no expec-
tations, and 
even though she 
was happy with 
the results, it all 
came as “a bit of a 
shock”, she said.

The racer, and Hau-
raki Plains College Year 
10 student, told The Profile 
it was a confidence boost to ride 
with new competitors and in 
different environments, which 
she called “that unknown ele-

ment”.
She said rac-

ing on unfamiliar tracks and 
having limited time to practice 
meant she only had around four 

laps prior to each race to learn 
the track.

“This was a bit of a challenge, 
but was something I was able to 
adapt to.”

One thing Danika said she en-
joyed was two of the races which 
happened at night and finished 
around 11pm.

“New Zealand has twilight 

Fifteen-year-old Danika Bergersen won first place at the Track Attack Series in 
Melbourne. INSET: Danika prepares for a jump.                        Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA races but they often finish be-
fore it gets too dark.”

Danika also had an “amaz-
ing opportunity” to take part in 
a coaching session with 2024 
Paris Olympics gold medal 
winner and French rider Joris 
Daudet, and a second coaching 
session with Australian BMX 
Olympian Izaac Kennedy, she 
said.

But her victory lap doesn’t 
end there. 

Hot on the heels of her first 
Track Attack Series win abroad, 
Danika headed back to New 
Zealand to start the new school 
year, continue BMX training 
and to compete in another com-
petition.

On February 2, the rising 
BMX star competed in the 2025 
Oceania BMX Championships 
in New Plymouth, where she 
claimed another first place vic-
tory in the 16-year-old girls’ cat-
egory.

The racing prodigy said this 
was a major event where top 
riders from anywhere in Ocean-
ia went to compete and she was 
happy she achieved the title.

The next thing Danika was 
working towards was the BMX 
New Zealand National Cham-
pionships in Invercargill from 
March 21-23, she said.

But two dream goals for Dan-
ika were to continue having fun 
while competing, and also to be 
able to “give back to the sport” 
by coaching some of the young-
er riders, she said.

Send your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz


