
ISSUE 199  December 4, 2024

Valley Education
07 868 7892

027 314 1577

DRIVING ACADEMY
Learners Licence Course.

Lessons to get you
to a full licence.

Defensive Driving Course.

Call or
text us

We all
know
the
drill…

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

RED
is a
NO

GREEN
is a
GO

G

‘Unapproachable’ WINZ office causes concern, P3

Talk to
us about our
Community
Fund

TheDiproseMiller Community Fund assists with funding for projects and events
carried out by not-for-profit organisations and individuals in our local area.

Apply today.

•
D
IP

RO
SE MILL

E
R
•

C
O
M

M
U N I T Y

F
U
N

D

ENABLING
BETTER
BUSINESS

Paeroa Paeroa 
‘pigeons’ ‘pigeons’ 

on the on the 
wingwing

Paeroa’s messenger ‘pigeons’ are 
preparing to spread some local cheer 

this Christmas.  
Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

A group of “pigeons” is spreading mes-
sages of Christmas cheer in Paeroa 

with a Christmas card delivery service.
Until December 9, members of the pub-

lic can head to Paeroa Pigeon Post on Bel-
mont Rd with their Christmas cards, and 
post them in the mailbox for a gold coin 
donation. The cards will be marked with 
a special stamp and hand-delivered to ad-
dresses within Paeroa township. 

People can bring their own cards, or pur-
chase one at the Pigeon Post. 

Volunteer Jenny Wilson came up with 
the idea just a few weeks ago as a way to 
bring the community together during the 

festive season. She found a group of help-
ers, and they whipped up a Christmas 
display and some posters promoting the 
project. The community was quick to get 
behind the project too, with Richardsons 
Real Estate lending its shopfront on the 
main street, and Valley Signs making post-
ers and a street sign. The mailbox was built 
by the Menz Shed, and painted by local art-
ist Linda Bigge. 

Jenny hoped people would use the initia-
tive to extend their Christmas celebrations 
beyond just their immediate circle. 

“We’re encouraging people to send ob-
viously to family and friends and neigh-
bours, but also to the person that’s given 
them a lovely coffee every week, [or] the 

person that’s got a lovely garden that you 
drive past every day,” she said. 

“We’re hoping schools are going to come 
too. And if we’ve got an address, we don’t 
need a name, we’ll just deliver it to that 
person.”

And for those who wanted to send a card 
but didn’t know anyone locally, the Post-
master also had a list of names on hand, 
Jenny said, for residents at the nearby Oh-
inemuri Rest Home. 

Jenny said people were welcome to post 
as many cards as they liked for their gold 
coin. She said they planned to offer any 
funds raised to a local community organi-
sation. 

“We want people to send heaps of cards - 

I’m happy for a last-minute rush.”
The Paeroa Pigeon Post is also acting as 

a drop-off site for the Baptist Church’s Toy 
Appeal where unwrapped gifts, wrapping 
paper and tape can be handed in until De-
cember 9.

Once the Post closes, the mailbox will 
be handed over to a group of volunteers 
dubbed the “pigeons”, who will be deliver-
ing the cards around Paeroa in the weeks 
leading up to Christmas. 

“Basically it’s connecting the commu-
nity, making people feel good.” 
DETAILS: Paeroa Pigeon Post, 52 Belmont Rd. 
Open Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm; and Sat 10am-
12pm until December 9. Gold coin donation, 
addresses within Paeroa township only. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12
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Giving back at Christmas parade
This year the Thames Santa Parade has a 

‘Christmas on the Coromandel’ theme, 
and organisers are hoping that as well as 
their jandals, sunnies and board shorts, the 
crowd will also bring along their generosity. 

A food drive will be held during the 
parade, with all donations heading to the 
Thames Food Bank. Members of Thames 
High School’s Student Volunteer Army 
(SVA) will be carrying baskets and collect-
ing directly from the crowd as the floats 
progress down the main street. 

Organiser Ari-Ella Reed, a member of the 
SVA, said the food drive was a fun way to 
help others, and give the parade a memora-
ble twist following the cessation of the pre-
parade Santa Run of previous years. 

The Thames Business Association, which  
is also organising the event, said donations 
would ideally be things like non-perishable 
tinned and packaged goods, jams, honey, 
beverages in plastic bottles, and packaged 
lollies for family Christmas baskets. 

The volunteers will also be able to accept 
gold coins.

The parade will still have its usual lineup 
of fun floats and community group partici-
pants, and Ari said spectators were sure to 
have a great time.  “It’s a lot of fun. There’s 
heaps going on and the floats are really cool 
to watch, especially the Tongans, they’re 
good every year,” she said. 

“And hopefully we’ll have to wear sun-
block because the weather will be good.”

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The parade will head south down Pollen 
St, starting at Cochrane St and finishing at 
Te Kura o te Kauaeranga Thames South 
School for the annual Whānau Day cel-
ebration, with food, entertainment and of 
course the parade float prizegiving. 
DETAILS: Thames Santa Parade, December 7, 
Pollen St, 11am, followed by Whānau Day at 
Te Kura o te Kauaeranga 
Thames South School 
from 12pm. 

Ari-Ella Reed from the THS Student Volunteer 
Army, right, will help collect donations during 
this year’s Christmas parade in Thames.
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‘Unapproachable’ WINZ office concerns
A Thames retiree is upset 

about the new location for 
the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment’s temporary Work and 
Income NZ (WINZ) office, say-
ing it is inaccessible and lack-
ing in privacy. 

The former WINZ office in 
Pollen St was closed in No-
vember last year due to build-
ing damage and ongoing issues 
with remediation. 

The office has since been in 
Queen St, which WINZ said 
was a temporary solution and 
it was working to find a perma-
nent location.

Graeme Harvey, who uses a 
mobility scooter, had an ap-
pointment with Work and In-
come last month. 

He said when he arrived at 
the office, currently located on 
the ground floor of the Wintec 
Building at 414 Queen St, he 
found the ramp was almost too 
steep for his scooter. 

Additionally, there was no 
space at the top of the ramp to 
manoeuvre the scooter through 
the door, he said.

Unable to access the build-
ing, Graeme said the WINZ 
staff member decided to hold 
his meeting outside, at the top 
of the ramp. 

“That’s personal informa-
tion, everyone can hear it,” 
Graeme said. 

“When I went to leave, there 
was a couple of women stand-
ing down [at the bottom of the 
ramp] and all they were doing 
was shaking their heads. 

“They must have heard the 
conversation.” 

Graeme said he was unhappy 
with the situation, and wanted 
Work and Income to find a lo-
cation that was more accessible 
for mobility device users and 
the elderly. 

On social media, there have 

been several similar complaints 
from people being made to wait 
outside “with no privacy or 
dignity”, and wheelchair users 
being frustrated they had been 
unable to get up the ramp. 

The location has been called 
“unapproachable” and “not 
welcoming”. 

WINZ Waikato regional com-
missioner Tracey Smith said 
Thames staff could not recall 
any instances where they met 
with clients outside. 

“Our staff can recall one occa-
sion where we met with a client 
using a wheelchair in a separate 
and private room inside the 
building, after they had some 
difficulty accessing our site,” 
she said. 

“We do understand the ramp 
used to access the building on 
the interim site can be difficult 
for people who require disabled 
access, however we have tried 
to make our service centres and 
their amenities as accessible as 

Graeme Harvey says the temporary WINZ office has a lack of accessibility and privacy.              Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

possible.
“We have processes in place 

in our Thames office to make 
sure clients in wheelchairs or 
electric scooters are able to ac-
cess our office as any other cli-
ent would. 

“This includes an alternative 
entrance that can be used if 
needed.” 

Tracey said there was also a 
security guard at the front door 
who could assist people into 
the building. 

However, Graeme said he 
had seen people turned away at 
the door by the guards, saying 
they would not allow anyone in 
without an appointment. 

“It is also extremely impor-
tant that our clients feel able 
to openly discuss their details 
with us, and that this is being 
done with privacy and respect, 
and we do everything we can 
to make them feel reassured,” 
Tracey said. 

“If anyone is concerned 
about their privacy while in a 
Work and Income office, we 
would encourage them to let us 
know.”

“That’s personal 
information, every-

one can hear it.”
- Graeme Harvey
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Hauraki dux: ‘Take all the opportunities’
Erin Aralar’s goal was to 

“give my all” for her final 
year of high school.

The Hauraki Plains College 
student said she wanted to 
focus on each assessment and 
“do my best”.

And it was clear the year 13 
student was right on track as 
she snapped up the Leonard 
Cup for the Hauraki Plains 
College dux award for 2024 
at the school’s prizegiving re-
cently.

The dux champion told The 
Profile it was her greatest 
achievement, but it took a few 
seconds to sink in.

“I was really shocked.
“Even when I was walking 

up to the stage, I was like, ‘did 
I hear that right?’,” she said.

But that’s not all.
The top achiever also re-

ceived scholarships valued at 
$5000 from the University 
of Auckland, $5000 from the 
University of Waikato, $5000 
from the Cariad Charitable 
Trust, $1000 from the Hau-
rakian Charitable Trust and a 
$1000 cash grant from Guil-
lain Barré Syndrome Support 
Group.

Erin, who is planning to 
study a bachelor of engi-
neering with honours at the 

University of Auckland next 
year, said being dux meant her 
learning experiences mani-

fested into a great academic 
achievement.

“It makes me excited about 

the new things I’ll learn as I go 
into university.”

So far the top student, who 

Hauraki Plains College dux for 2024 Erin Aralar.                            Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA took subjects such as art, 
calculus, photography, phys-
ics and digital technologies, 
received 37 credits and all 
of them were excellence, she 
said.

“I am on track to reach over 
100 credits after externals.”

In Erin’s free time, she liked 
to crochet, read, paint, roller 
skate and play the saxophone.

“After school’s over, I’m ex-
cited to have time for my hob-
bies again,” she said.

Erin, who was also a mem-
ber of the school’s arts coun-
cil, said she had a lot of fun 
setting up art exhibitions and 
performing at the school con-
certs this year.

Another highlight for Erin 
was when she painted a mural 
with fellow students Emily Lo-
gan and Tiana Tanner as their 
contribution to leaving behind 
a legacy.

But the dux winner’s advice 
for next year’s senior students 
was to “take all the opportuni-
ties you can - year 13 goes by 
way too quickly”.

“It can be hard to juggle eve-
rything, so try to take care of 
yourself.”

Meanwhile, Sophy Liang 
received the Hauraki Plains 
Jaycee Cup as proxime acces-
sit to dux.

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Conference aims to improve student wellbeing

Tamariki across the Ohine-
muri region had a bonus 

long weekend recently, as a 
teacher-only day saw schools 
closed for a personal develop-
ment summit in Paeroa. 

Nearly 250 teachers from the 
Ohinemuri kāhui ako, or com-
munity of learning, gathered at 
the Paeroa War Memorial Hall 
on November 11 to hear talks 
from educators Jase Williams, 
Sam Johnstone, Sala Tiatia, 
Richie Hardcore and Kathryn 
Berkett during the day-long 
Trauma-Informed Conference. 

The aim of the “raw and 
challenging” conference was to 
deepen teachers’ understand-
ing of how trauma impacts 
learning and development, 
kāhui ako lead principal Brook 
Hill said. 

“We have to have the condi-
tions right for our children to 
be able to flourish, to be able 
to learn. We can’t expect them 
to come in with their suitcases 
and say, keep that closed… We 
have to address what’s in that 
suitcase and put strategies in 
to support them,” she said. 

“At the very start of the year 
when we put in some data 
around practices that indi-
vidual schools are using, it was 
really confronting. It was re-
ally scary the number of stand-
downs that we were having, 

and behaviour is a form of com-
munication.”

Brook said having all the edu-
cators in one place, hearing the 
same message, was essential in 
building school-wide strategies 
to improve children’s wellbe-
ing. 

“We can either punish the 
child or we can look at it 
through a different lens to un-

derstand what is actually caus-
ing that behaviour and what we 
need to do to address it,” she 
said. 

“Sure, there needs to be con-
sequences, but [the kids] need 
to be part of that process and 
the big word that came loud 
and clear through the confer-
ence was connection. When 
we feel safe and listened to and 

valued, we’re more likely to 
open up and be vulnerable with 
our learning.”

The speakers’ areas of exper-
tise ranged from neuroscience, 
to an ex-principal, to life expe-
rience with surviving and heal-
ing from trauma. At times, the 
conference was difficult to lis-
ten to, Brook said, with plenty 
of tears as attendees took the 

Ex-principal and educational speaker Jase Williams addresses the crowd at a teacher development 
conference in Paeroa.                    Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

lessons on board. 
“It’s not rocket science, the 

stuff that they’re telling us, but 
you have to be ready to hear it. 
And so my key message at the 
start was that it’s overwhelm-
ing but it’s also very humbling 
to see the number of people 
that believe in this mahi that 
are sitting there ready to lis-
ten,” she said. 

“I feel it’s our responsibility, 
not only as community mem-
bers, as mums and dads, but 
as people who have chosen 
to work alongside children, 
to have an understanding of 
[trauma] because it does af-
fect the way children learn and 
behave, and we need to have 
tools in our kete to be able to 
support the children through 
those stages.”

The conference was funded 
by the kāhui ako and a spon-
sor, the educational organisa-
tion Linewise. Attendance was 
free for staff from the clus-
ter’s schools: Goldfields Spe-
cial School, Hikutaia School, 
Karangahake School, Miller 
Avenue School, Netherton 
School, Paeroa Central School, 
Paeroa Christian School. 
Paeroa St Josephs School, Ti-
rohia School and Paeroa Col-
lege. Teachers from schools 
outside the kāhui ako were also 
invited to attend. 
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Education
At Central Kids Thames, tamariki are 

central to all we do. We provide a safe, 
inclusive, supportive,and stimulating envi-
ronment where tamariki thrive. We allow 
tamariki to lead their own learning, work-
ing closely alongside them as we respond to 
their interests. 

Whanaungatanga, in which we form 
familiar bonds with whānau, is an impor-
tant value of ours. Our goal is to support 
the aspirations whānau have for their 
tamariki, and to work collaboratively with 
whānau to achieve their goals. Guided by 
New Zealand’s early childhood curriculum 
Te Whāriki, we take a holistic approach to 
teaching. The curriculum weaves together 
five strands that are crucial for ensuring 
educational success.

These strands are Mana Atua/Wellbeing, 
Mana Whenua/Belonging, Mana Tangata/
Contribution, Mana Reo/Language, and 
Mana Aoturoa/Exploration. By focusing on 
each of these, we support tamariki to de-
velop positive relationships with learning, 
which leads to ongoing educational success.

Our environment is rich in open-ended 
resources and intentional provocations that 
inspire tamariki to freely explore their ideas 
and expand on what they are learning.

We encourage exploration and aspire 
for tamariki to develop curiosity about the 
world and the inclination to share their in-
terests with others. Our team of fully quali-
fied teachers are dedicated to fostering a 
love of learning. We include art, music and 
movement, literacy, numeracy, science, 
dramatic play, group games, nature-based 
learning and more within our setting, along 
with celebrating events meaningful to our 

learning community such as Matariki and 
Diwali. Our assessment style is in the form 
of learning stories that draw from Te Whatu 
Pōkeka, in which cultural ways of knowing, 
doing, and being are integrated into assess-
ment. This means that we continuously 
seek to expand our skills as we learn about 
and from the tamariki within our centre.

In this way, we can better identify and re-
spond to their individual learning strengths.

Meaningful collaborative relationships 
with whānau are key to understanding the 
strengths tamariki bring. Relationships with 
whānau inform our practice and guide us 
in successfully responding to their child’s 
learning needs. Input from whānau empow-
ers the child’s voice, and we love to hear 
what our tamariki have to say. Here we have 
captured some valuable feedback.

We asked our tamariki, ‘What do you like 
about kindergarten?’ and the response was 
insightfully wonderful.

Quinn - ‘I like going on the monkey bars, 
rolling playdough, and making handprints, 
and high fives’.

Te Kahikatea - ‘When we go to school vis-
its and doing baking, eating weetbix’.

Caius - ‘Making truck farms in the sandpit 
and gluing with the hot glue gun’.

Mia - ‘I like swinging on the monkey bars 
and practising until I can do it by myself and 
swinging really high on the swings’.

We were delighted to hear this and will 
respond to their voices by ensuring there is 
plenty more of what they love within their 
learning space.

‘Ko te ahurei o te tamaiti arahia o tatou 
mahi - Let the uniqueness of the child guide 
our work.’

Nurturing young minds
ADVERTISING FEATURE

At Little Chiefs Educare, we believe in the 
power of relationships.

Our philosophy is built on fostering 
whānaungatanga through the nurturing of 
trusting, loving, and respectful connections 
between children, educators, and whānau.

We create an environment where every 
child feels valued and supported, empow-
ering them to explore and discover the 
world around them. 

Our team is passionate about providing 
a space where children can learn through 
play, exploration, and connection. Each 
week, we take exciting excursions to the 
bush, beach, or within the community, al-
lowing children to engage with nature and 
develop a sense of belonging to the world 

around them. 
We offer a spacious and separate under-

two area where the youngest learners can 
enjoy a safe and stimulating environment.

With small group sizes and great teacher-
to-child ratios, we ensure each child 
receives individual attention and care. 
Our team laughs together, shares ideas, 
and works collaboratively to create a fun, 
warm, and engaging atmosphere.

We currently have spaces available.
If you’re looking for a childcare centre 

where your child can thrive, build meaning-
ful relationships, and explore their world, 
come visit us at Little Chiefs.

We’d love to be a part of your child’s 
journey.

At Thames Early Childhood Education Centre we 
put children at the heart of everything we stand 

for.
We view children as independents, decision mak-

ers, positive role models and initiators of their own 
learning. We value whanau contribution and strong-
ly embrace whanaungatanga where all relationships 
are strengthened through meaningful experiences.

We aim to create a stimulating and vibrant envi-
ronment that provokes our tamariki to be curious, 
discover, investigate and enhance their imagination 
but most of all have fun. We encourage children to 
take their time to participate in different experienc-
es, each building on their knowledge.

Our children are always at the heart of our pro-
gramme therefore benefiting each individuals learn-
ing and development which enhances and acknowl-
edges the true sense of ako. This ensures each child 
is individually catered for at their own age and stage 
of development. We value our mixed age centre and 
welcome children from birth to school age.

We believe that they learn best from interacting 
with each other. Our babies have a sense of secu-

rity in their room but also have a place in the over 
twos area. We believe that this approach embraces 
and empowers the tuakana teina concept when the 
two age groups meet. We provide opportunities for 
children to make their own choices, use their imagi-
nation, work independently or in groups as this ena-
bles them to be the decision makers of their own 
learning. It also develops confidence, perseverance 
and social skills. 

We appreciate, value and support our community 
and believe that people and places that surround us 
have just as much to offer our centre as we do them.

This gives our children an opportunity to extend 
their knowledge about what the community can of-
fer us and also make the most of the environment. 
We celebrate and embrace all ethnic cultures giving 
children the opportunity to each learn about inclu-
sion and diversity. Our current promotion is 30 free 
hours for all ages (conditions apply). We are open 
Monday to Friday 8am to 3pm. Please feel free to 
pop in and see us or give us a call.
DETAILS: 100 Haven Street, Moanataiari (behind 
A&G Price) and reachable on 07 868 7028.

Children at the heart 
of everything

Explore, learn, grow with 
us at Little Chiefs Educare

Over the past six weeks at Pukekos Educare our children have 
been on a fantastic adventure, exploring the wonders of na-

ture, and the life cycles of plants.
We arranged an excursion to Aeroview Garden Centre, moti-

vated by the children’s enthusiasm to plant watermelon, straw-
berries, cucumber and flowers. This process has exemplified 
manaakitanga, (caring for others) as the children have developed 
a deep sense of responsibility for caring for our environment, 
preparing our gardens, and nurturing them with care. The children 
have assumed a sense of leadership and ownership for their learn-
ing journey. 

We are thrilled to witness their every growing love of learning. 
They have also been captivated by vehicles and all things that 
move. We were very grateful to have two of our dads share their 
expertise and machines with us, including a logging truck and a 
digger. This was an engaging, hands on learning experience for the 
children. 

As spring has settled in, we have seized the opportunity to re-
connect with our beautiful outdoor environment, participating in 
river and waterplay, carpentry, building, family and social play and 
embracing our role as curious and adventurous explorers.

A fantastic adventure 
at Pukekos Educare
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big summer
flooring

Upto

25%OFF
selected

carpet*

BIG
SAVINGS
onselected
flooring*

Carpet | Vinyl | Wood | Rugs | Curtains | Blinds | Tracks | Accessories

* Offers are valid until 31/01/25. Terms and conditions apply. See instore or online for full details.

NEW CO-LOCATED STORE NOW OPEN!
Come visit us at our co-located Carpet Court & CurtainStudio store

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

SALE
Summer

40%
OFF

All Studio
Custom
Fabrics*

Selected
Readymades*

50%
OFF

Upto

50%
OFF

All Studio
Custom Roller &
Venetian Blinds*

Tinned goods cause multiple poisonings
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Household laziness – in the 
form of using tinned meat – 

showed the slovenly attitude of 
home cooks and a total disregard 
of the risks of ptomaine poison-
ing, fumed a newspaper in 1902.

Now known as food poisoning, 
ptomaine was then described as 
a ‘mighty atom’ which loved to 
lurk in various parts of the human 
diet. Housewives were warned 
to be on their guard, particularly 
in hot weather. Food stored in 
dark, damp, airless larders, and 
the keeping of milk, butter, meat, 
fish, and butcher’s sausages close 
together meant each gave its own 
gases to the other, becoming cen-
tres for colonies of ptomaines.

Housewives were cautioned, 
before buying any canned food, to 
look carefully for the ‘bulging tin’ 
and reject it as there were ‘death 
germs’ inside at work.

This did not occur to Mr Burke 
of Paeroa in February, 1903, when 
his wife left for Thames to attend 
a special Salvation Army meet-
ing. Mr Burke served their four 
children tinned mullet for tea, and 
all of them, including an infant, 

Ptomaine poisoning, Auckland, 1894.                           Photo: SUPPLIED
ate some. Shortly afterwards the 
family were attacked with violent 
pains, and as the children were 
becoming very ill Mr Burke called 
for help from his neighbours, Mr 
Bush and Mr Quick. Mrs Smith 
and Mrs Beeche, hearing of the 
mishap, also rendered help. See-
ing that all were in a critical condi-
tion, Mr Quick immediately called 
for Dr Buckby. A bright little fellow 
named Eric, aged about four, ap-
peared to suffer most, and several 
times it was thought that he had 
breathed his last. Mr Burke was 
also very bad. Fortunately, how-
ever, medical skill and attention 
succeeded and the next morning 
Mr Burke and his children were 
declared out of danger.

Three years later, in 1906, 
there was a great sensation 
at Paeroa when around 50 people 
attending the Ohinemuri Jockey 
Club’s races were all attacked 
with ptomaine poisoning. The 
scene on the course was described 
as remarkable with scores of peo-
ple ill at the same time. Some were 

stricken so seriously that they 
had to be carried into Paeroa on 
stretchers, and hotels were for a 
time full of sick people. The spec-
tacle on the train at Karangahake, 
Waikino and Waihī was not likely 
to be forgotten by those who wit-
nessed it. 

Some of the cases were most se-
rious, and it was feared that there 
would be loss of life. If it had not 
been for the prompt remedial 
measures and liberal administra-
tion of emetics to induce vomiting 
more dire consequences would 
have occurred. The police took 
charge of the Jockey Club’s re-
freshment booth and the Health 
Officer came to Paeroa to begin in-
quiries. Among the food supplied 
at the race course were potted ox 
tongues, and it was believed these 
were the culprit. They had been 
boiled in a copper and left in it 
overnight. The action of salt on the 
copper, it was said, contaminated 
the tongues, although strangely 
those who refrained from eating 
the tongues, and only drank tea, 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. Which high school did singer 
Courtney Love attend in New Zea-
land for one year in 1972 before 
being expelled in 1973? a) Burnside 
High School, b) Nelson College for 
Girls, or c) Rangitoto College?
2. The study of caving is known as 
what? a) cavology, b) speleology, or 
c) speluncology?
3. True or False: the countries of Slo-
vakia and Slovenia share a border?
4. Glinda and Elphaba are both char-
acters in which musical?
5. Yeoman Warders, the ceremonial 
guardians of the Tower of London, 
are often referred to by which name?
6. Would a helium balloon on the 
moon, made of strong enough mate-
rial not to burst in a vacuum, a) fall 
to the ground, b) rise up or c) stay 
where it is?
7. Which tile game was originally 
known as Criss-Crosswords when 
patented in 1938? a) Bananagrams, 
b) Boggle or c) Scrabble?
8. The transport vehicle known in the 
UK as a pedalo, is often shaped like 
which animal?
9. How many times has Team New 
Zealand won the America’s Cup? a) 
three times, b) five times, or c) eight 
times?
10. What is the only palm tree na-
tive to New Zealand, most commonly 
known by its Te Reo Māori name?

ANSWERS: 1. b) Nelson College for Girls; 
2. b) speleology; 3. False; 4. Wicked; 5. 
Beefeaters; 6. a) Fall to the ground. There 
is no air on the moon to displace so it 
would fall as it would be influenced by 
gravity alone; 7. c) Scrabble; 8. A swan; 9. 
b) Five times - in 1995, 2000, 2017, 2021 
and 2024; 10. Nikau. 

were similarly attacked. Eventual-
ly all sufferers were out of danger.

But in 1909 Mrs Wilson, wife of 
the Paeora dairy inspector, wasn’t 
so lucky. She and her husband had 
had tinned salmon for dinner with 
no ill effects until later that evening 
when Mrs Wilson, after drinking a 
cup of cocoa, was suddenly taken 
very ill. Dr Smith was sent for and 
did all he could. About midnight 
Dr Cheesman of Karangahake was 
also sent for and although eve-
rything possible was done it was 
of no avail, and Mrs Wilson died 
about 3am. The Wilsons had only 
lived in Paeroa about 18 months, 
having come from Wellington and 
it was back to Wellington Mrs Wil-
son was taken by express train for 
her funeral.

A tinned fish lunch afflicted 
Mrs Medhurst of Paeroa in 1913. 
About two hours later she was 
seized with pains in the stomach. 
Thinking they would pass, she did 
not take very much notice, but 
they became worse instead. Mrs 
Medhurst was in the house alone 
and the pains became so violent 
that for some time she could not 
even reach the telephone. Finally 
she managed to ring for help, and 
Mr Medhurst at once procured 
the aid of a nurse and wired for Dr 
Craig. On arrival, the doctor ap-
plied the necessary remedies, and 
Mrs Medhurst recovered.

The run of Paeroa poisonings 
gradually subsided as medical 
knowledge improved but even 
years later the ‘germ’ was consid-
ered one of a rather mysterious 
group. How they contaminated 
tinned foods was something of a 
puzzle, the ‘germ’ generally be-
lieved to get in through holes in 
the tins.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2012 Ssangyong
Actyon Sport

2.2Ltr Diesel, Manual, 2WD
TOP BUY

$11,995

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms, Tow Bar

$13,990

2012 Mazda Atenza
2.5Ltr Auto, Liftback, Alloys

NOW
$10,990

2007 Honda CR-V
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, SUV

VALUE
$6,990

2016 Ford Territory
Titanium

V6 Diesel, AWD, 7 Seat, Low Kms,
BEST EXAMPLE

$15,990
2017 Nissan Qashqai

Low Kms, NZ New, TOP SPEC

$21,990
SPECIAL

2015 Mitsubishi Mirage LS
Auto, Top Spec with Leather

$8,990
2010 Toyota SIA

2.4Ltr Auto, Hybrid, Alloys, T-Bar
Top Condition & Economy

$9,990

3 weeks
until Christmas
Something

for everyone
• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art

• Handbags & Accessories
• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Cathedral Cove track reopens
The official reopening of the walking 

track to Mautohe Cathedral Cove on 
Sunday comes just in time for summer, 
Coromandel MP Scott Simpson says.

The walking track to the Coromandel 
beach with its iconic arch was severely 
damaged by extreme weather events in-
cluding Cyclones Hale and Gabrielle in 
Summer 2022-2023.

“Reinstating walking access to Cathedral 
Cove has been a priority for our commu-
nity,” Mr Simpson said. 

“While myself and the community have 
been frustrated that it’s taken close to two 
years to get Cathedral Cove fully reopened, 
I want to thank DOC and their team for 
getting the track open in time for summer.”

He said local businesses would be re-
lieved the track had reopened. 

“Now they can get back to what they do 
best, welcoming visitors to our region and 
ensuring they have the best experience pos-
sible,” he said. 

“Cathedral Cove is a significant drawcard 
for our region and I’m sure people will be 
flocking back to enjoy this natural wonder.

“Being able to walk to Cathedral Cove is 
just another reason why the Coromandel 
is the place to be this summer. My mes-
sage to everyone, far and wide, is that the 
Coromandel Peninsula is open and ready to 
explore.”

Speaking from Mautohe Cathedral 
Cove, Tama Potaka thanked staff from the 
Department of Conservation – Te Papa 
Atawhai, tangata whenua Ngāti Hei, the 
local community and civic leaders, contrac-
tors and all others who worked to get the 
track open for public enjoyment.

The area had previously drawn an esti-
mated 250,000 walkers annually, he said.

“The work has been enabled through 
$1.4 million funding from the International 
Visitor Conservation and Tourism Levy.

“Mautohe Cathedral Cove plays an im-
portant role in supporting the local econ-
omy and this reopening is an exciting step 
in the region’s tourism recovery following 
storms and Covid-19,” he said.

“Visitors to the area are predicted to 
bring an estimated $12 million into the re-
gion annually.”

Mautohe Cathedral Cove reopens to walkers.           Photo: SUPPLIED
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Welcome

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

Christmas hams now available,
be quick to avoid disappointment.

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

P����������� , H����� ��� R������� H��� K���
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���� ��� �� ���� � �������

SPORTS REPORTS

A full house in Hamilton was 
treated to arguably the best 

fights to happen in NZ for 2024.
The atmosphere was elec-

tric in central Hamilton, the 
capacity crowd yet to realise 
what a treat they were in for. It 
has been just over a year since 
Paeroa’s Francis ‘The Punisher’ 
Waitai last fought, and more 
than 18 months since he has 
fought on home soil, and what 
a fight this was.

His opponent was the highly 
rated Robert ‘The Butcher’ Ber-
ridge who has peaked at ninth 
on the WBO and 12th on the 
WBA World Rankings.

Round One started with Wait-
ai looking very sharp, immedi-
ately catching Berridge with fast 
hands, superb combinations 
and a flurry of power punches.

As the round progressed, 
Waitai pressed forward and 
delivered a quality left hand, 
which stunned Berridge, seeing 
him stagger backwards. Only 
the bell stopped Berridge feel-
ing more of Waitai’s power.

Round Two saw Waitai tak-
ing the fight to Berridge again. 
As the round progressed Waitai 
illustrated his power, this time 
a body shot from Waitai drop-
ping Berridge to the canvas. The 
bell saved Berridge from further 
pain, and the crowd was froth-
ing with excitement.

Round three was even more 
frenetic. Waitai came out of his 
corner on fire and determined 

Francis Waitai scored a unaimous win against Robert Berridge.    SUPPLIED

BOXING

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

‘Electric’ atmosphere for Waitai win

to finish off the injured Ber-
ridge. But nothing is ever guar-
anteed in the fight game.

Waitai, getting a little greedy 
in handing out his punishment, 
was caught by a ‘beauty’ of a left 
overhand from Berridge. Sud-
denly and unexpectedly, it was 
Waitai who was shaken, but in 
true warrior style, Waitai stood 
his ground and traded punch 

for punch with Berridge until 
the bell rang.

The fourth round saw Waitai 
stamp his authority on this 
bout. The wildness of the first 
three rounds gave way to a mas-
ter class from Waitai in the ‘art 
of boxing’. This was the theme 
for the remainder of the fight. 
Waitai calmly outboxed and 
outclassed Berridge.

The judges scored the fight a 
unanimous win for Waitai, and 
the crowd went wild. This was 
Waitai’s first fight since the un-
expected passing of his much-
loved father, Jack Waitai. Ob-
viously, many of Waitai’s fans 
were aware of Jack’s passing 
and the profound effect this had 
on Francis. As a true mark of 
respect, over half of the crowd 
joined together to perform one 
of the most passionate haka 
ever witnessed in a sporting 
venue.

Shaun George, Waitai’s man-
ager from Team George Promo-
tions, was extremely pleased 
with Francis’ performance after 
an absence of a year from the 
squared ring. Shaun acknowl-
edged what an amazing fight 
they had witnessed and praised 
both pugilists for giving the 
crowd such a magnificent dis-
play of skills.

Team Waitai wanted to thank 
all their supporters for coming 
out, including Te Rapa Whole-
sale Cars. Waitai, also wanted 
to thank his whanau at the Nev-
er Surrender Boxing Club for all 
their support. Finally, a huge 
thank you to Shaun George for 
all the help and advice, espe-
cially over the past year.

Don’t worry if you missed out 
this time - Francis ‘The Punish-
er’ Waitai will be returning to 
the ring early next year, at the 
Chaos in the Coromandel  event 
in Thames. We look forward to 
seeing you there.

- By Andrew Connaughton

118th birthday 
celebration
The Thames Croquet Club celebrat-
ed its 118th birthday on Novem-
ber 16 at their lawns on Beach Rd. 
Teams from Morrinsville, Te Aroha, 
Waihi, Whangamata, Manurewa, 
Papakura, Lemington, Hamilton 
East and Paeroa joined the Thames 
club members for a day of compe-
tition, sponsored by Twentymans 
Funeral Directors of Thames. The 
full day of play was followed by 
a sumptuous afternoon tea and 
birthday cake with patron Claire 
Twentyman cutting the birthday 
cake and presenting prizes to the 
winning teams.

- Supplied by Thames Croquet
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BEST.
BEST,
Buythe

learnfromthe

EXCLUSIVE STORE OFFER

Purchase any new Yamaha dirt bike before 31 March
2025 at Central Motors Hauraki and get one day’s
FREE coaching with Team Altherm JCR Yamaha.

(07) 867 7524andrew@centralmotors.co.nz www.centralmotors.co.nz

Terms & Conditions Apply

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Cranking it up
A day to celebrate vintage machinery in the 
Hauraki Plains kicked off on November 24.
The Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club hosted 
people from all over for their annual Crank Up 
Day event at the Kaihere Domain. Club member 
Shaun Hurst told The Profile the day exceeded 
all expectations, with a huge turnout of people 
of all ages - “they just kept coming”. Food and 
drink stalls were pushed all day, and there was 
also “great support” and participation from 
neighbouring clubs such as Franklin, Waikato, 
Otorohanga and Tauranga. “It was hectic, but so 
much fun,” he said. KARYN ADAMS captured the 
vintage spectacles on show.       MORE PHOTOS: P11

Kids chill out with ice cream in the yellow machine. BELOW: Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club 
member Shaun Hurst, left, with club president Neil Fitzgerald.                  Photos: KARYN ADAMS
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

3 W E E K S U N T I L C H R I S T M A S . . .3 W E E K S U N T I L C H R I S T M A S . . .
Machinery

Bikes

Ride Ons Honda Power
Products

SAVE 
$750

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

TS142TXD
42” cut, V-Twin Kawasaki engine, pedal operated
hydrostatic transmission, auto locking differential.

Offers valid while
stocks last.

$7,990 RRP

$6,990

TS142T
42” Deck, Hydrostatic
Transmission, 25hp Husqvarna
Series V-Twin Engine

$6,990 RRP

$6,240

SAVE
$1000

Limited numbers
SPRING SPECIAL

*24 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) for in-store
purchases only until 31/12/2024. Min spend $3,490. Lending criteria, $50 annual
Account Fee, fees Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF
transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments
of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required
throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not
fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Q Mastercard or Q
Card Standard Interest Rate (28.95% p.a.) applies at the end of LTF Interest Free
Period. Rates and fees subject to change. Columbus Financial Services Limited and
Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer
and these T&Cs at any time without notice. Valid 01/09/2024 - 31/12/2024.

Q CARD
24 MONTHS
INTEREST
FREE* Industrial supply

specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Neil Dalgety takes his blue tractor for a spin. Scotty Bright tows happy punters around the domain.   Photos: KARYN ADAMS

CONTINUED 
FROM P10 

Punters enjoy a 
day in the sun 
at the annual 

Hauraki Vintage 
Machinery Club 

Crank Up day 
at Kaihere Do-

main.



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, December 4, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

The Way, My Way (100 mins) PG. Thu 10.30am: The true story of a stubborn, Australian man who
decides to walk the 800-km-long Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route through Spain.
Spontaneous Combustion: Songs for Barry Brickell + Pluck (72 mins + 22mins) Exempt / TBA.
Thu 1.30 & 5.15pm; Sat 1.30pm; Sun 4pm; Wed 11 Dec 10.30am: A brand new celebration of Barry Brickell’s
legacy and Driving Creek Railway, a productive pottery, railway, native bird sanctuary, and hub for artists.
Screening with ‘Pluck’ A film by Thames film-makers Kirsty Griffin and Vivienne Kernick. Facing a battle
with cancer, Jean Neshausen is on a mission to weave her last Korowai, a final gift to her daughter.
The Problem With People (102 mins) M. Thu 7.30pm; Fri 10.30am; Sat 4pm; Sun 1.30pm; Wed 11
Dec 3pm: Two distant cousins, one in NYC, the other in rural Ireland, come together to put an end to a family
feud. Set in beautiful Irish countryside, a heartwarming comedy about family, world peace... and sheep.
My Favourite Cake (97 mins) M. Fri 1.30pm: 70yo solitary Mahin chooses to revive her love life. A chance
encounter becomes an unforgettable evening. Iranian - in Persian with English subtitles. “Deeply endearing”.
My Soul Summer (115 mins) M-Comedy, Drama, Italian with English subtitles. Fri 5.15pm: An endless
summer in Calabria. A gently humorous clash between a shy, young pianist and a magnetic ageing rockstar.
Zabriskie Point (110 mins) R16. Fri 7.30pm: An epic portrait of late-1960s America as seen through two of
its counterculture children. A cult classic, soundtrack featuring Pink Floyd and other popular 1960s rock acts.
Eight Mountains (147 mins) M, Italian with English subtitles. Sat 7pm: A breathtaking and richly involving
story about two people of different classes who forge a life-defining friendship in the Italian Alps.
La Chimera (130 mins) M- | Comedy | Italy, Switzerland | Italian with English subtitles. Sun 7pm: Set in
the Tuscan town of Riparbella in the 1980s, La Chimera is a delightful story of love, longing, and grave robbers.

Movies from Thursday 5 December to Wednesday 11 December
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

IT’S ABOUT RELAXING IN

But youmight miss out on the real summer,
if you’re not investing in quality outdoor
furniture from Peter and Son!

HANDCRAFTEROUTDOOR FURNITURE

THEGREAT
OUTDOORS

peterandson.co.nz tony@peterandson.co.nz 022-065-7638

Designed for
Ultimate Comfort

Durable &
Weather-Resistant

Quality
Craftsmanship

NOWYOU CANREALLYRELAX

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$111000
5-8pm5-888pppm

Sunday Lunch ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte available

GBD is running a weekly quiz

Every Tuesday from 6.30pm

Hello Sailor sets sail for Waihī Beach
Even though Paul Woolright 

says his bass guitar playing 
was “nothing too flash”, the 
muso is sure of one thing: “I 
know where the groove is”.

The musician, who made 
Paeroa his home with wife 
Frances in 2017, told The 
Profile he loved “creating the 
pulse and the feel” in his bass 
playing.

People might recognise the 
bass player from the iconic 
Kiwi band Hello Sailor, which 
has not only toured across the 
nation and shared the stage 
with many New Zealand acts, 
but have also made waves all 
around the world and shared 
platforms with international 
headliners.

But something a little closer 
to home was set to take place 
this weekend.

Hello Sailor fans and enthu-
siasts will get the chance to see 
the legendary band rock out at 
the Waihī Beach Hotel on De-
cember 7 from 8.30pm for the 
Hello Sailor ‘Whirled’ Tour.

Tickets were almost sold out, 
so for people who didn’t want 
to miss the opportunity to see 
the band - they would need to 
get in quick and book tickets 
on the Eventfinda website.

The band of “well honed” 
musicians consists of: Rick 

Paul Woolright, right, on the bass with his band Hello Sailor.                              Photo: LEONI MORELAND

Ball on the drums, Harry Lyon 
on guitar, mandolin and vo-
cals, Jimmy Taylor on guitar 
and vocals, Stephen Small on 
the keys and of course, Paul on 
the bass and vocals.

Next year, Hello Sailor will 
mark a special milestone with 
its 50th anniversary.

“We’re a bunch of brothers 

that have been together for a 
long time,” he said.

One thing Paul said “you still 
don’t get used to” was people 
talking to them between sets 
or after the show. “The compli-
ments are just fantastic and it’s 
really nice - there’s no egos or 
anything like that.”

They just played and em-

braced playing the songs to 
people who loved them, he 
said.

“That’s just what we do.”
DETAILS: Hello Sailor ‘Whirled’ 
Tour, December 7 from 8.30pm 
at Waihī Beach Hotel. Visit www.
Eventfinda.co.nz and search for 
Hello Sailor Waihī Beach Hotel 
for more information.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

YouTuber star 
and streamer 

IShowspeed vis-
ited New Zealand 
last week. Speed is 
a well known fig-

ure among teens and children, who 
has garnered a whopping 33 million 
subscribers on YouTube. 

He announced earlier in the year 
that he would be visiting Aotearoa 
and Australia. He touched down in 
Australia on November 21, before 
arriving here in New Zealand a week 
later. He began his trip in Rotorua 
where he visited Skyline and crashed 
his kart on the luge. He also took on 
the skyswing, where he was joined 
by one lucky kiwi fan. Later that day, 
he led a haka at the Whakarewarewa 
Living Maori Village. Finally, he end-
ed the day falling 43m on a free-fall 
ride in Rotorua. 

The following day, Speed explored 
Auckland where he visited the Sky 
Tower, played basketball with the 
Breakers, practiced rugby league 
with the Warriors, and met two 
teenaged kids who were skipping 
their exams. He live streamed both 
days of the action online, which has 
been trending and collected millions 
of views within only a week. Kids 
and adults bombarded the huge star, 
chasing him down the street and fol-
lowing him place to place, shouting, 
screaming and begging for photos 
and autographs. 

YouTuber 
causes a stir

By ALI KOIA-
HAMLING, Paeroa 
College student

POP CULTURE
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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WhānauHealthCentre
HolidayHours

OurWhānauHealth Centres located in
PAEROA |THAMES | COROMANDEL |WHITIANGA

will be closed from

Wed-Fri, 25th - 27th December2024*
and from

Wed-Fri, 1st- 3rd January 2025*

*Ourusual opening hours of MONDAY-FRIDAY | 8.30AM-5.00PM
will apply outside these dates

korowai.co.nz

0508835676
kiaora@korowai.co.nz

ForAFTERHOURSmedical
advice and treatment, call

0508835676
orbook an online virtual

appointment at kaora.co.nz

HOW AR E YOUR EAR S ?
I t c h y, B lo c k e d , R i n g i n g ?

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at

www.earhealth.co.nz

Our experienced registered nurses provide
Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal

Adults $60 Children $40
• No referral required
• ACC and Veteran Affairs approved

Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday







Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE TODAY!

Terms & Conditions apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!

Health and wellness services 
to continue over festive break
With the holiday season quickly approach-

ing, the Whānau Health Centre team at 
Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki is adjusting their 
schedules to allow for the Christmas and New 
Year public holidays.

“We would like to remind all whānau to check 
their supply of their regular medications to en-
sure that they have enough of what they need 
to get them through the holiday period, and if a 
repeat prescription is required, to allow plenty 
of time for this to be processed before we close 
for the Christmas break,” Clinical Director Dr 
Martin Mikaere said.

All four Whānau Health Centres - located in 
Paeroa, Thames, Coromandel and Whitianga,  
will be closed from December 25 to 27, and 
from January 1 to 3.

“Although we will be closed for several days 
over the summer holiday period, whānau 
members who are enrolled patients with our 
Whānau Health Centres will still have access 
to 24-hour medical advice and treatment on 
these days through our rural telehealth partner, 
Ka Ora Telecare,” Practice Manager Whānau 
Health Centres Mischell Willis said.

Ka Ora Telecare will support Te Korowai Hauo-
ra o Hauraki enrolled patients to connect with 
healthcare professionals for medical advice and 
treatment and allow patients to have a same 
day phone or video consultation with a medical 
team member. 

This can be accessed via our standard free-
phone number, 0508 835 676, or booked online 
using the Ka Ora booking portal.

The Ka Ora Healthcare team will assess en-
rolled patients and provide them with advice, 
alongside any management that may be re-
quired including prescriptions, requesting of 
tests, and medical certificates.

Outside of the holiday season, Ka Ora Telecare 

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing

In my weekly young adults 
group, we always kick 

things off by chilling and 
chatting. Recently, during 
one of those relaxed mo-
ments, height came up in 
conversation. 

Most of the guys assumed 
I was still the tallest of the bunch. Back in the 
day, when I was their youth leader, I did tower 
over them. But now, I’ve stayed the same while 
they’ve all shot up and become proper men. 

In their minds, though, I was still that tall guy 
from their teenage years. Isn’t it interesting how 
our minds cling to past perceptions? These ide-
as get locked in place, untouched by the passing 
years, until something nudges us to reconsider. 
For the guys, that old image of me remained—
just as tall as I’d been when they were younger. 
It was only when we measured ourselves in 
the present that the reality became clear. We 
all carry these kinds of stories—beliefs about 
ourselves or others, formed long ago and never 
reevaluated. These perceptions can relate to an-

ything: our intelligence, bravery, or capabilities.  
The real question is: are those beliefs still accu-
rate, or are they just old narratives holding us 
back? This has been such an important remind-
er for me. Years ago, a leader I admired failed 
miserably in my eyes. Over a decade later, I still 
viewed him with that same sense of arrogance. 
Yet when I reconnected with him, I discovered 
he had continued to learn and grow, ultimately 
becoming a source of inspiration for me. If I had 
clung to my outdated perception of him, I would 
have missed out on some valuable insights.

So, here’s a thought for you: when was the 
last time you took a good look at your own sto-
ry? Challenge those outdated beliefs and see if 
they still hold true. You might just discover that 
time has changed things - that you’re a bit taller 
- or more capable - than you thought.

Challenge the tall tales we carry
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. 
He and his team provide mentoring and resilience 
programmes across Thames and Paeroa to more 
than 300 students a year. They are passionate about 
supporting our young people to thrive. Much of this 
work is funded outside of schools and it becoming in-
creasingly challenging in the current climate. Email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign up to their quar-
terly newsletter or to become a supporter.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

continues to support Te Korowai Hauora o Hau-
raki enrolled patients with accessing after-hours 
medical advice and treatment from 5pm to 
8.30am (evening and overnight) on weekdays, 
and 24 hours on weekends and public holidays.   

“We really want to spread the message to our 
whānau that even when our Whānau Health 
Centres aren’t open, they can still access qual-
ity healthcare over the phone, or book in for a 
virtual consult, at the same low cost,” Clinical 
Service Manager, Janine Thompson said.
DETAILS: To get in touch with our Whānau 
Health Centres, call our FREEPHONE number 
0508 835 676. Our phone lines will automati-
cally connect you to Ka Ora Telecare outside of 
our opening hours, or you can book an online 
virtual appointment at kaora.co.nz

BOOK YOUR SKIN CHECK
Health Ngatea looks forward to pro-
viding you with a Skin Care Clinic in 
2025.

New Zealand has one of the highest 
rates in the world for skin cancer and 
melanoma, so early detection with a skin check is 
a key component in your self-care. This is carried 
out with a booked 30-minute appointment using 
a special light called a dermascope. If you require 
a biopsy or an excision, we are able to carry out 
that procedure here. Dermnet.org.nz is a great 
website with information about skin checks and 
mole maps. There is a full description of what to 
expect when you have a skin check done.

Everyone’s risk is individual, depending on 
family history, exposure to the sun and your skin 

type. This service will be accessible to 
all people, not just our enrolled pa-
tients. 

As we draw closer to the Christmas 
period, please note the following for 
your information: Health Ngatea will 

operate with our normal hours until 5pm on De-
cember 23. On December 24, the practice will 
close at 3pm. Please ensure you have put in any 
repeats for medication well in advance of this. 
From December 27 to January 3, the practice 
will be physically closed. We will however, still 
be looking after any acute cases. The process 
remains the same. Phone 07 867 7521 and our 
team will triage you. If necessary, you will be 
seen in our Health Te Aroha Practice at 28 Church 
St, Te Aroha.     - Supplied by Team Health Ngatea



14 THE VALLEY PROFILE, December 4, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

WhānauHealthCentre
HolidayHours

OurWhānauHealth Centres located in
PAEROA |THAMES | COROMANDEL |WHITIANGA

will be closed from

Wed-Fri, 25th - 27th December2024*
and from

Wed-Fri, 1st- 3rd January 2025*

*Ourusual opening hours of MONDAY-FRIDAY | 8.30AM-5.00PM
will apply outside these dates

korowai.co.nz

0508835676
kiaora@korowai.co.nz

ForAFTERHOURSmedical
advice and treatment, call

0508835676
orbook an online virtual

appointment at kaora.co.nz

HOW AR E YOUR EAR S ?
I t c h y, B lo c k e d , R i n g i n g ?

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at

www.earhealth.co.nz

Our experienced registered nurses provide
Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal

Adults $60 Children $40
• No referral required
• ACC and Veteran Affairs approved

Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday







Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE TODAY!

Terms & Conditions apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!

Health and wellness services 
to continue over festive break
With the holiday season quickly approach-

ing, the Whānau Health Centre team at 
Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki is adjusting their 
schedules to allow for the Christmas and New 
Year public holidays.

“We would like to remind all whānau to check 
their supply of their regular medications to en-
sure that they have enough of what they need 
to get them through the holiday period, and if a 
repeat prescription is required, to allow plenty 
of time for this to be processed before we close 
for the Christmas break,” Clinical Director Dr 
Martin Mikaere said.

All four Whānau Health Centres - located in 
Paeroa, Thames, Coromandel and Whitianga,  
will be closed from December 25 to 27, and 
from January 1 to 3.

“Although we will be closed for several days 
over the summer holiday period, whānau 
members who are enrolled patients with our 
Whānau Health Centres will still have access 
to 24-hour medical advice and treatment on 
these days through our rural telehealth partner, 
Ka Ora Telecare,” Practice Manager Whānau 
Health Centres Mischell Willis said.

Ka Ora Telecare will support Te Korowai Hauo-
ra o Hauraki enrolled patients to connect with 
healthcare professionals for medical advice and 
treatment and allow patients to have a same 
day phone or video consultation with a medical 
team member. 

This can be accessed via our standard free-
phone number, 0508 835 676, or booked online 
using the Ka Ora booking portal.

The Ka Ora Healthcare team will assess en-
rolled patients and provide them with advice, 
alongside any management that may be re-
quired including prescriptions, requesting of 
tests, and medical certificates.

Outside of the holiday season, Ka Ora Telecare 

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing

In my weekly young adults 
group, we always kick 

things off by chilling and 
chatting. Recently, during 
one of those relaxed mo-
ments, height came up in 
conversation. 

Most of the guys assumed 
I was still the tallest of the bunch. Back in the 
day, when I was their youth leader, I did tower 
over them. But now, I’ve stayed the same while 
they’ve all shot up and become proper men. 

In their minds, though, I was still that tall guy 
from their teenage years. Isn’t it interesting how 
our minds cling to past perceptions? These ide-
as get locked in place, untouched by the passing 
years, until something nudges us to reconsider. 
For the guys, that old image of me remained—
just as tall as I’d been when they were younger. 
It was only when we measured ourselves in 
the present that the reality became clear. We 
all carry these kinds of stories—beliefs about 
ourselves or others, formed long ago and never 
reevaluated. These perceptions can relate to an-

ything: our intelligence, bravery, or capabilities.  
The real question is: are those beliefs still accu-
rate, or are they just old narratives holding us 
back? This has been such an important remind-
er for me. Years ago, a leader I admired failed 
miserably in my eyes. Over a decade later, I still 
viewed him with that same sense of arrogance. 
Yet when I reconnected with him, I discovered 
he had continued to learn and grow, ultimately 
becoming a source of inspiration for me. If I had 
clung to my outdated perception of him, I would 
have missed out on some valuable insights.

So, here’s a thought for you: when was the 
last time you took a good look at your own sto-
ry? Challenge those outdated beliefs and see if 
they still hold true. You might just discover that 
time has changed things - that you’re a bit taller 
- or more capable - than you thought.

Challenge the tall tales we carry
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. 
He and his team provide mentoring and resilience 
programmes across Thames and Paeroa to more 
than 300 students a year. They are passionate about 
supporting our young people to thrive. Much of this 
work is funded outside of schools and it becoming in-
creasingly challenging in the current climate. Email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign up to their quar-
terly newsletter or to become a supporter.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

continues to support Te Korowai Hauora o Hau-
raki enrolled patients with accessing after-hours 
medical advice and treatment from 5pm to 
8.30am (evening and overnight) on weekdays, 
and 24 hours on weekends and public holidays.   

“We really want to spread the message to our 
whānau that even when our Whānau Health 
Centres aren’t open, they can still access qual-
ity healthcare over the phone, or book in for a 
virtual consult, at the same low cost,” Clinical 
Service Manager, Janine Thompson said.
DETAILS: To get in touch with our Whānau 
Health Centres, call our FREEPHONE number 
0508 835 676. Our phone lines will automati-
cally connect you to Ka Ora Telecare outside of 
our opening hours, or you can book an online 
virtual appointment at kaora.co.nz

BOOK YOUR SKIN CHECK
Health Ngatea looks forward to pro-
viding you with a Skin Care Clinic in 
2025.

New Zealand has one of the highest 
rates in the world for skin cancer and 
melanoma, so early detection with a skin check is 
a key component in your self-care. This is carried 
out with a booked 30-minute appointment using 
a special light called a dermascope. If you require 
a biopsy or an excision, we are able to carry out 
that procedure here. Dermnet.org.nz is a great 
website with information about skin checks and 
mole maps. There is a full description of what to 
expect when you have a skin check done.

Everyone’s risk is individual, depending on 
family history, exposure to the sun and your skin 

type. This service will be accessible to 
all people, not just our enrolled pa-
tients. 

As we draw closer to the Christmas 
period, please note the following for 
your information: Health Ngatea will 

operate with our normal hours until 5pm on De-
cember 23. On December 24, the practice will 
close at 3pm. Please ensure you have put in any 
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $90/cube - Gum $135/cube

FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE
Ends December 20

Ph: 0800 7754 6827 / 022 427 1618
splintasfirewood

firewood

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Carrying a wealth of knowledge and 30+ 
years of experience in remedial works 

for exterior plastering, Shannon Woolfe of 
Twinwolf Plastering has professional exper-
tise with all aspects of plastering.

Shannon’s focus is on his clients being 
happy and “informed throughout the pro-
cess”.

“Seeing the owners happy... seeing that 
they’re pleased with the work is probably 
the best part of a completed job.”

Shannon has sound knowledge when it 
comes to assessing and fixing cracked and 
damaged exterior plaster.

He is also your local go to guy for all plas-
ter remedial works and re-paints. 

Shannon enjoys doing the fun stuff too.
Plastering isn’t just about houses - he’s 

helped plenty of families transform their 
outdoor entertainment areas with plastered 
outdoor fireplaces and pizza ovens. 

Shannon takes pride in his workmanship 
and leaves every work site clean and tidy 
throughout the process. 
CONTACT: For all your exterior and interior 
plaster needs please contact Shannon, Ph: 
022 428 2239, or email: twinwolfservices@
gmail.com.  

Plaster of Paeroa: Twinwolf has you covered
Twinwolf Plastering owner Shannon Woolfe is ready to help.                                           Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS
Church Notice Public Notice

For Lease

For Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is good 
quality and I will not attempt 
to work outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Last month’s winner of  the lotto 
ticket was Julie Wells, who found 
Pete in the November 6th edition 

in the Carpet Court advert. 
Go to page 2 for details 

on how to enter.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

Gardening

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Advertise with 
the paper that is 

being read
 Valley Profile     

P: 022 130 3885

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Garage Sale

Trades & Services

Trades & Services

Situation Vacant

Public Notice

Builder

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Handyman 

Pets
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waste removal

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Painter

Storage

Storage

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter
 CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12noon Monday

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Shotput/cannonball.  
Ph Roger 0272724600

ROOF Painting, 
35 years experience

Make your Roof 
last Years more, 

all the latest 
solutions for all 
types of roofing.
Contact Peter for 

free quote
info@hotsy.nz 
021 618 384

WE PAINT NZ

“Old school service”
We turn up on time – Do a great Job 

Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments. 

Gutter cleaning. 
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing. 

Fences + Balustrades. 
Solar Panel cleaning

Residential – Commercial – Industrial
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021 618 384

HOTSY WATER BLASTING

Wanted To Buy
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Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber

We have a position available 
for a general hand, with the possibility of 

going full time for the right person. 
A mechanical background would be an 

advantage but not necessary.
For more information 

contact Miles 
on 027 227 1121 

or miles@hpmotors.co.nz

Waihi Senior Citizens’ Home Inc.

AGM
HETHERINGTON HOUSE

Lounge, 
98 Parry Palm Ave, Waihi

Monday 16 Dec, 5.30pm
All welcome

Reno’s, decking, 
fencing. For free 
quote ph Phil 021 
088 63559

Weightlifting set for 
sale. $400
Ph: 021 167 6777

Saturday 7th Dec, 
57 Victoria Street, 
Waikino. 8am -12pm. 
Brick-a-brack, build-
ing and decorating 
materials, household 
items, jewellery and 
art. 

CLOSURE OF STREETS TO VEHICULAR  
TRAFFIC  

Pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965, notice is hereby given that the Thames-
Coromandel District Council, for the purpose of the Thames Santa 
Parade 2024 event, will close the following streets to ordinary 
vehicular traffic for the period indicated hereunder.  
Saturday 7th December 2024 between 9am and 12:30pm
Road closures will be carried out on Pollen Street, from State 
Highway 25 Queen Street to the Campbell Street intersection, 
including the following side roads:

• Cochrane Street
• Martha Street
• Pahau Street
• Walter Street
• Mary Street
• Sealey Street
• Richmond Street
• Willoughby Street
• Grey Street

An approved copy of the Traffic Management Plan including road 
closure maps may be requested from Thames-Coromandel District 
Council.  
During the period of the road closure, use the alternative routes of 
Mackay Street, Campbell Street and SH25. 
Aileen Lawrie 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE   
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WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....

 CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12noon Monday

HETHERINGTON HOUSE 
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

Would you like to Make a Difference 
in Our Community?

● Are you passionate about creating positive 
   change?
● Do you have previous Governance experience?
● Do you have skills and experience in Health and 
    Finance?

We are seeking dynamic, committed individuals to 
join our  Governance Committee. As a volunteer 
Committee Member, you’ll play a pivotal role in 

shaping the future of Hetherington House and mak-
ing a lasting impact on the lives of residents.

Who We Are:

● Hetherington House was built by the Community 
   of Waihi and is owned and run by a charitable 
   Incorporated Society.
● Hetherington House is a 50-bed residential home 
   with three levels of care, rest home, hospital level 
   and a secure Dementia unit.

If you would like to learn more about this 
opportunity, please email: 

chair.hetheringtonhouse@gmail.co.nz

Proposed Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of a Motorsport Rally Tarmac 
Sprint event organised by Thames 
Valley Car Club it is intended to close the 
following road to ordinary vehicular traffic 
for the period indicated hereunder. During 
the proposed period of closure provision 
will be made for ordinary vehicular traffic, 
which would otherwise use the road, to 
use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 19 January 
2025, 8.00am to 5.00pm.
Road to be closed: Rotokohu Road, 
Paeroa (RP 6.270 – 7.720).
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to 
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or 
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 18 December 
2024.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Public Notice Public Notice

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.

If you are one of the few who does not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council 
Offices, Kauaeranga Store  TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

A piece of Waihī gold mining history was 
remembered in a sculpture work called 

Waihi Miners 1912, which was exhibited 
as part of the Bay of Plenty Garden and Art 
Festival last month.

The work, made from three jarrah sleep-
ers that were recovered from the shafts of 
the old Martha Mine, commemorates the 
gold miners who went on strike in 1912 and 
the women who stood by their men.

The story of the sculptures started when 
sculptor Chris Pointon saw eight jarrah 
sleepers advertised for sale on Trade Me.

When he visited the vendors, Dennis 
and Adrienne Butler, he learned of their 
long association with the mine - over three 
generations of their families - and that the 
sleepers were treasured objects linked to the 
history of the Martha Mine and the people 
who worked it. “I was lucky enough to have 
studied the Waihi Miners’ Strike of 1912 at 
university, and this important event in the 
history of New Zealand workers had left an 
impression on me,” Chris said. “As I drove 
home with the sleepers, I realised I would 
need to do justice to both the history of the 
sleepers and the inherent beauty of the tim-
ber. When I got them home and stood them 
up against my work bench, they looked like 
the miners standing shoulder to shoulder, 
with the projecting tenons suggesting their 
heads. I took my inspiration from there.”

Chris said he researched the fashions of 
the time, including cloth caps worn by min-
ers, women’s high-neck ruffles and men’s 
facial hair styles. 

“It was then a matter of trying to fashion 
three heads from the jarrah. But jarrah, an 

Australian hardwood, is tough, durable, 
and highly weather resistant. It is hard to 
work with hand tools, and resisted the ef-
forts of the sculptor to shape it, blunting 
my saws and chisels quickly. These sleep-
ers would be over 100 years old, so they 
were extra hard. In the end a minimalist 
approach seemed to be sensible.”

The resulting jarrah sleepers were an 
apt metaphor for the old gold miners who 
had to be strong and resilient as they ex-
perienced very tough working conditions, 
Chris said. 

Lions Lap The Map event a success
It was a successful morning at the Lap 
The Map for Diabetes Awareness event on 
November 17 in Waihī which raised $435 in 
donations. 

Lions clubs from Paeroa, Waihī, Katikati 
and Omokoroa worked together to put on the 
event for the community which saw around 
120 folks of all ages take part in the day, 
including a number of family groups, Project 
leader David Parish told The Profile. 

The weather conditions were perfect 
for people who showed up to walk the 3.8 
kilometres of the Waihī goldmine pit rim in 
support of diabetes awareness, he said. 

Greta Spicer from the Waihī Leos group 
helped to paint rocks that were then placed 
around the pit rim for children to keep an eye 
out for along the walk. 

“The children loved finding them,” David 
said. The generous donations raised on 
the day would go towards supporting the 
Diabetes Societies summer camp for families 
living with diabetes, he said.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Greta Spicer helps paint rocks for the event.

 Lions members at Lap The Map in Waihī.               Photos: SUPPLIED

Miners immortalised 
in sculpture

Sculptor Chris Pointon with his sculpture Waihi Miners 1912.           Photos: SUPPLIED 
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $1,199,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sereneruralhaven: familyhomewithpanoramicviews
Escapeto rural tranquilitywith this three-bedroomlifestylepropertyon3.2hectares (moreor less)of rollinghills and
lushgreenery.Thehomefeaturesamasterbedroomwithensuite, twoadditionalbedrooms,andanopen-plan
kitchen, living, anddiningareawithmodernappliancesandan islandbench.Largeslidingdoors leadtoaspacious
deckwithstunning rural views.With6.8kWsolarpanels, adoublegarage, fully fencedpaddocks, extrashedding,and
aprivate riverbeach, it’sperfect forhobby farmingorequestrianpursuits. Justashortdrive toThames, thisproperty
blendsserenityandconvenience.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316097

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatarata 459(approx).MahutaRoadNorth

9,635sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 19Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Scenic foothills livingwithendlesspotential
Nestled in thescenicHaurakiPlains foothills, this lifestyle sectionspans9,653sqm(moreor less,pendingsurvey)with
stunning rural views.Onlysixminutes fromNgatea, theelevatedsectionoffersa rangeofvistas—be it theHauraki
Plains,glimpsesof theCoromandelRanges,or serene rural scenes.You'll riseabovemorningmistswithno floodrisk.
Thenortheast-facing landcapturesall-daysunwithseveralbuildingplatformoptions, allowingyoutodesignyour
ideal layoutwithspace forashed,horsepaddock,orpool.Close-to-town,elevatedspots like thisarehighlydesirable
andrarelyavailable.

bayleys.co.nz/2316312
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bayleys.co.nz

Ngatea 386ReservoirCanalRoad

5,000sqm 3 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 19Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1.30-2.15pmSun8Dec
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Refinedrural retreatwithorchardcharm
Introducinga raregem—apropertywherestatelyelegancemeets rural tranquillity.This impressivehomeoffers the
perfectblendofclassiccharmandcontemporarycomfort.With its strikingpresenceandbeautifullyappointed
design, this residence ismore than justahouse; it’s a statement.Step inside todiscovera thoughtfullydesigned layout
thatcaters toboth relaxationandentertaining.Thehomefeaturesspaciousopen-plan livingareas that flow
seamlessly fromthemodernkitchen into familyanddiningspaces,making it ideal forgatheringsboth largeandsmall.
Each roomisbathed innatural light,withgenerouswindowsthat framethestunning rural vistasbeyond.Get in touch
today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316256

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Paeroa 20RyallRoad

29ha 3
AskingPrice $1,200,000+GST(if any)
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Rural livingwith townconvenience,nocovenants!
Areyouwanting theprivacyof thecountrywith theconvenienceof town justminutesdownthe road?Thisblock
couldbetheoneyouhavebeenwaiting for!Attractiveandversatile innature thispropertyoffers29.0hectares (more
or less)of flat, north facing landwithnocovenants - setyourentireproperty tocapturealldaysunandtheexpansive
viewsof theKaimai rangesonoffer.Whetheryouarewanting toshiftona tinyhomeandenjoyorbuildyourdream
homethere isenoughspace to transformallofyour ideas to life.The flatcontour,with its fertile soils andwell
establishedpastures,providesan ideal setting for stock rearing.Call today.

bayleys.co.nz/2316295
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa

ENQUIRE TODAY!

(selected bed models only)

Natural Merino
‘NZ MADE Moana’ Bedset

Feel
Soft

Single $1149
King Single $1399
Double $1499
Queen $1599
King $1849
Super King $2149
California King $2749

10 years
warranty

Cool Gel ‘NZ MADE Cloud
9’ Bedset (with Standard Base)

Te Aroha Acacia
Timber Bedroom Set vailable in

m, Medium
or Plush

Av
Firm

Single $1699 King Single $1849

Double $2099 Queen $2399

King $2749 Super King $2949

California King $4099

10 years
warranty

Napnest Comfy Pillowtop
Bedset

Feel Medium

Single
$599

King Single
$679

Doubl
$77

Quee
$89
Kin

$104

3drw Bedside $279
5drw Tallboy $649

5 drw Slimboy $499
6drw Dresser Mirror

$899
Queen Bed Frame

$899

5 years warranty

le
79
en
99
ng
49

UP TO

60%
OFF

Classic Pine Bunk Set

“Removal of old beds included with delivery”

SS++SS wwiitthh SSnnoooozzyy MMaattttrreessss Combo
$1149

S+D with Snoozy Mattress Combo
$1599

*85Kg top bed limit - *170 bottom bed limitEND OF YEAR SALE Single
+ Single

with
Drawer
$899

Single
+ Double

with
Drawer
$999


