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By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A:"ainbow pedestrian  crossing
is one step closer to reality in

Thames after a petition received more

than 1000 signatures in less than

| three months.

The petition, titled Let’s give Gra-
hamstown A Rainbow Crossing, was
| presented to the Thames Community
Board at its November 27 meeting.

It asked the council to paint a rain-
| bow on the existing crossing near the

We all
Know
the

drill...

Salvation Army store at the northern
end of Pollen St.

Petition organiser Linda Davidson
said a rainbow crossing would pro-
mote inclusion, equity, diversity, be-
longing and progression in the town.
It would also have a significant benefit
for local businesses, she said.

Twenty eight Grahamstown busi-
nesses surveyed had offered their sup-
port to the petition, with one business
objecting to the idea.

“I'm passionate about Thames, and

0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz
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A group of Thames residents and business owners wou
to see this pedestrian crossing painted rainbow colours.

I want to see particularly Grahams-
town really thrive,” Linda said.

“This would be a very cost effective
way of driving visitor numbers up
and promoting Thames, and a way to
[make] it even more unique.”

Linda said the crossing could also
attract the “pink dollar”, people in the
gay community who often had dual
incomes and no dependents.

She said Grahamstown was the ob-
vious choice for a rainbow crossing, as
the area was already tourist-oriented
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and “quirky”. “People like to come to
an area where they’re safe and they
feel welcome,” she said.

“Grahamstown has its own diversity
and is a real draw card for the queer
visitor.”

Sharon Sole from the Hauraki Sup-
ported Lifestyle Trust told The Profile
there were a significant number of
diverse people in Thames and within
the trust.

“Thames is a vibrant town, [and]

CONTINUED ON P2

environmental




02 THE VALLEY PROFILE, December 11, 2024 www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Tangata Ora Trust | Colourful crossing proposed for Grahamstown

* Mobility Equipment CONTINUED FROM P1 -
e Daily Ll|{lng Aides the acceptance of diversity is really m ::. —
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10am-1pm Mon-Thur for everyone - feeling pride for Thames.” e '
607 Mackay St,Thames Linda and Sharon said the proposed
868 7723 crossing would have a similar design to

existing crossings in Queenstown, Auck-
land, Wellington, Gisborne, Taupo, New

IEThi ngs Plymouth and now Tauranga.

The design would also tie in nicely

(e Litt

v . F— with the many rainbow-themed art-

o 5 works around Thames.
Hiw COmE Lour fummy if fo fat However, not everyone was happy
H’ﬂf_ﬂ‘" armf are g0 fkimny{ about the proposal. At the community
| —.-*' — = board meeting, Thames resident Ruth
| " Teah Babe.™, Efford told community board members
|I b bty i th:{:_, she opposed a rainbow on the pedestri-
J an crossing, questioning the legality and

safety of the design and saying it could
be confusing for road users to remove
the existing white reflective lines.

“They are not respecting the other
people in our community,” she told the
council. “I have no problems with peo-
ple dressing or having a symbol that The petition was accompanigd by an artist’s impression of what the rainbow crossing
they like to have but when it comes to N Grahamstown could look like. Image: SUPPLIED
havingitin the face of all and sundry, we  tially attracting graffiti from those who The community board voted to receive
can’t just go around and put paintings disagreed with the ideals it represented, the petition, which will now be passed

where we like. while district councillor Robyn Sin- to the roading manager at Thames Co-
“Look at what’s happened with thered  clair noted the signatures and support romandel District Council for consid-
Having your self-esteem lines at Mary St and Pollen St.” appeared to come from a “very broad eration. T
Board member Holly McKenzie also range of people across the whole com- Journalism
||.\_ vequlariy challenged. __J . ) . —
raised concerns over the crossing poten-  munity”. ET W
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Thames Valley nurses JOlIl nationwide strike

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

hames Hospital nurses

walked off the job for the
second time in four months,
during a nation-wide eight-
hour strike last week.

With the exception of life-
preserving services, every pub-
lic hospital and Te Whatu Ora
facility in New Zealand found
itself without nursing staff
from 11am to 7pm on Decem-
ber 3.

The strike action, which in-
volved an estimated 36,000
nurses, midwives and health
care assistants nationwide,
was taken in response to Te
Whatu Ora’s recent offer of the
equivalent of a half-a-per cent
pay rise in 2025 and up to one
per cent in 2026.

“This is well below the rate of
inflation and amounts to a pay
cut for nurses and health work-
ers,” a statement from the New
Zealand Nurses Organisation
(NZNO) read.

Strikers were also protesting
Te Whatu Ora’s intent to pause
the use of its care capacity de-

mand management system, or Then, nurses were protesting

Nurses, midwives and health care assistants walked off the job in Thames on December 3.

about walking off the job, but Nurse delegate

Elizabeth

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
pool nurses, which we don’t

CCDM.

The software calculates the
number of staff needed on any
given shift to ensure safe staft-
ing. The NZNO said without it,
there would be fewer health-
care professionals on duty,
which would put patient and
whanau safety and wellbeing
at risk.

The last strike at Thames
Hospital took place on July 30.

the working conditions in the
emergency department, where
they had only 21.51 full-time
equivalent (FTE) nurses cover-
ing a roster that required 43.8
FTE nurses to operate safely.

Following that strike action,
the department was granted
another 10 nurses.

Nurse and NZNO delegate
Anoopa Antony said she and
her colleagues were unhappy

they felt they had little choice.

“We have to leave the pa-
tients in the ward, and we have
to come for this, to stand to-
gether,” she said.

“[Nurses have] been doing
incredible jobs, they’re lifesav-
ing every day and we want eve-
ryone, the public, to stand to-
gether with us for fair pay and
safe staffing. I think this is for
everyone.”

Brundrit said the pay offer
was “horrendous”, but she was
mostly concerned about losing
the CCDM system.

“[Te Whatu Ora] has been
playing  this  programme,
they’'ve realised how under-
staffed everyone is, so now
they're not wanting to action
it,” she said.

“They’re wanting to use a dif-
ferent tool, which is based on

have. So it doesn’t work.”

The NZNO will now be enact-
ing rolling strikes throughout
the country from December 10-
19, one district at a time.Nurses
at Thames Hospital and other
Te Whatu Ora facilities in the
Waikato will be striking on De-
cember 17 from 1-5pm.
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Hauraki Plains Adaptation Planning update xS

Project partially funded by central government’s Better Off Package funding to invest in the wellbeing of our communities.

Message from the HPAP Joint Working Party Chair

£

“If you're in the project area for the Hauraki

Explore the interactive
HPAP StoryMap

The community told us there's lots to

Plains Adaptation Plan (HPAP), check your | b | love about living on the Plains with its
. . e -
mail box for a project update. An exciting e people; historic connections to places;

development is the new online interactive
HPAP StoryMap. Check it out. Also keep a
look out for opportunities next year to get
involved in our flood mapping kérero —it'll
need your input.”

{. Check your
| mailbox!
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Neil Gray
Plains Ward Councillor

HAURAKI PLAINS
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purpose for being here and the great
outdoors. With an extensive history of
both Maori and Pakeha settlement,
there’s a lot to protect and nurture.
Explore how the past, present and
future are coming together in the HPAP
StoryMap to do just that! It's your way
of joining the discussion too. Scan the
QR Code and create an account to get
started.

Save the StoryMap link

OB Map
to your favourites - it'll be

.,:
*-Fg;; the best way to stay up
J_:L.E;E' to date on the project.

coRsTAL
ENVIRONMENT

s E-newsletter and Antenno

MANGROVES
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Sign up at www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/council/newsletter-
signup to get project updates and hear first-hand about

HAURAKI RAIL TRAIL

upcoming engagement events.

WATERWAYS
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Hey kids
Be part of the interactive world of
the Plains StoryMap.

There is a lot to explore and talk
about with your whanau! You'll
find interesting facts about the
drainage systems and stopbanks
that protect the Plains.

Like, did you know there are over
1000 kilometres of drains and
canals on the Plains?

You've probably gone eeling in
some of them, but did you ever
wonder why they were there?
Let’s find out...

Ways to stay connected to the project

HPAP StoryMap
It'll be our one-stop shop for information about the project.
We'll be updating information as it becomes available, and
verunos let you know the next steps of the project.

HAURAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Waikato
A=a—4

REGIONAL COUNCIL

Te Kaunihera & Rohe o Waikato
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By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Seelng from other people’s
perspectives is one of the
most important qualities in a
leader, according to Thames
High School head girl for 2025
Izzy Fitzsimons.

The 16—year—old was set on
hearing everyone’s ideas before
makmg decisions and rnaklng
sure “everyone gets their say”,
she told The Profile.

But Izzy is no stranger to be-
ing a leader as she was Thames
High head of arts and culture
for 2024.

Izzy, who is now part of a
group of 24 student leaders for
next year, met with the group
a few weeks ago for a planning
session around the upcoming
year, she said.

One of the topics discussed
was the school ball, which Izzy
said was one of the biggest
events of the year.

“Alot of work goes into it, but
I'm happy to be able to make
some more of those decisions.”

She was still in the process of
figuring things out.

“Ithink I'm still sort of feeling
out how it all kind of works,”
she said, and was focussed on
supporting the other leaders.

Izzy, who is also a dancer,
dance teacher and singer in
Hazy & the Jays band, said one
challenge would be “keeping
up with my academics”.

The head student said she

Easamatakl
JAdls & Culhira

&“‘ Hh%

Visit Thames High School website www thameshigh.schoolnz ~ § 1 Thames High 3chool Events and Celebrations ~ Ph +64 7 B&8 8488

Tikanga-&-bai

achieved the year 12 dux this
year and with the extra work-
load: “I don’t know if I can keep
that up, but I will try”, she said.

Izzy planned to maintain her
motivation and enthusiasm
throughout the year by “just
making time for myself to rest”,
she said.

She also wanted to take a
step back and look at things
from further away rather than
getting overwhelmed, “which
I sometimes tend to do”, she
said.

Izzy’s advice for people who
would like to run for head stu-
dent in the future was to get
involved in as many things as

Ealarafaki Houwhare
A H el

DOREINGTON

possible, she said.

“Well, [things] that you en-
joy, of course, but don’t shy
away from any opportunities
because they really up your ex-
perience and help you with ap-

plying for things.”
Meanwhile, Harris Elliot-
Hogg is head boy for 2025.

Izzy and Harris, who plays
guitar in Hazy & the Jays, were
preparing for their upcoming
gig at Twilight in Grahamstown
on December 14 from 5pm.

ABOVE: THS student leaders
of 2025, and RIGHT: 2025
Head student leaders.
Photos: SUPPLIED

www.valleyprofile.co.nz
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‘The sky is the limit’ for Waihi College dux

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

verything Hayaat Dass
Ewcglt(ed ® towalyd “finally
paid off” when she received the
highest academic achievement
at her school prizegiving last
month.

The Waihi College year-13
student received the 2024
Waihi College dux award for
her dedication and outstanding
academic performance.

When Hayaat’s name was
called out, she said it was
like exhaling after “holding
my breath for three very long
years”.

The dux winner told The Pro-
file her goal for achieving dux
kicked off when she first start-
ed college. Whenever she was
sidetracked or “felt like giving
up”, she said her parents did a
“magnificent job” of reminding
her of the goal.

She also had a digital sticky-
note on her desktop, she said,
which named every internal
assessment she’d done and the
grade she received.

Hayaat called it her “subtle
daily reminder”.

“Dux is a reminder that no
matter how large a goal may
seem to you or even the next
person, it does not mean it is
not achievable.”

Hayaat said with determina-
tion and perseverance, “you can
reach it”.

“The sky is the limit,” she
said.

Her NCEA level three classes
consisted of chemistry, health,
physics, history, HUB finance,

Waihi College dux for 2024 Hayaat Dass and principal Briar Carden-Scott.

religious studies and her fa-
vourite: calculus, because she’s
“a math girl”.

It's no surprise the top
achiever had so far snapped up
134 NCEA level 3 credits, 70
of which were excellence. But
across her NCEA journey over
the past three years, Hayaat
said she gained 380 credits, 163

of which were excellence.

As part of her dux award, she
also received a $1200 Waihi Li-
ons Scholarship.

In addition to this, Hayaat
received the University of Wai-
kato’s Te Paewai O Te Rangi
Scholarship for outstanding
academic achievement, which is
valued at $30,000.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Hayaat’s plan for next year is
to commute daily to the Univer-
sity of Waikato in Tauranga to
study an engineering degree in
mechatronics.

But the future engineer would
have “one less paper” to do be-
cause she completed a univer-
sity paper at the start of this
year that would go toward her

degree, she said.

The top student was also
Waihi College’s leader of learn-
ing for 2024.

“Holding this position in the
school throughout the year act-
ed as another subtle reminder
of my goal of achieving the
highest academic accolade,”
she said.

It also led her to great oppor-
tunities such as attending the
speech competitions for one of
the local primary schools, she
said, and organising a spelling
bee for Waihi College year sev-
en and eights.

But Hayaat said she wore her
school blazer with the leader of
learning badge visible, which
“gave me the push” she needed
to begin work on her internal
assessments the day she re-
ceived them, she said.

In her free time, Hayaat said
she loved watching TV shows.

“I think at this point I've seen
most of the shows that are at
least somewhat good - always
looking for recommendations
though.”

Hayaat said she also liked to
colour in while she listened to
music - “it makes me feel like a
kid again”.

Her advice for next year’s
year-13 students was to go to
every school event and “bring
your friends with you - they will
be part of your last-ever high
school memories”, she said.

“Also, always remember to be
yourself.”

Meanwhile, Hamish McKin-
non received the Proxime ac-
cessit to dux award.
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Bupa

Bupa
Tararu
Retirement
Village

A retirement village that still feels like a village, not a
retirement city.

Bupa Tararu Retirement Village is a warm and welcoming community of like-minded
people. With apartments and villas nestled between the bush and the sea, and views out
to the Firth of Thames, our residents enjoy maintenance-free living and village life that’s
as active or relaxing as they like.

» Fixed weekly fees « 24/7 emergency call system
* Well designed, modern kitchen » Care Home located on site (subject to availability).

Contact Desna on 07 245 1748 or visit bupa.co.nz/tararu for more information.
Bupa Tararu Retirement Village | 109 Wilson Street, Thames

“Price is for a licence to occupy under an Occupation Right Agreement for an apartment.
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New citizens embrace te reo Maori

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

t was important to Chantel

and Sean Koller that people
felt encouraged to speak te reo
Maori without the fear of mak-
ing mistakes.

It’s exactly why the husband
and wife, who moved from
South Africa in 2018, chose to
share their oath of allegiance to
New Zealand in te reo Maori.

“We believe te reo Maori is
a treasure that should be cel-
ebrated,” they said.

The couple were part of a
group of 17 people who were
welcomed by Hauraki District
Council at its citizenship cer-
emony on November 27, and
left the gathering as official Ki-
wis.

The Kollers told The Profile
they felt nervous about say-
ing their oath in te reo Maori
because they wanted to do it
justice, but it also added to the
significance of the moment. Af-
ter the ceremony, Chantel said
it felt absolutely amazing and
she couldn’t have been more
proud of her and Sean.

Their motivation to give
the oath of allegiance in te
reo Maori came from their
deep respect for the culture of
Aotearoa, they said.

The Koller’s, who said they
had been growing their kete
(basket) of knowledge, said to
deliver the oath in te reo Maori
felt like the “natural and the

right choice”.

“It was our way of embracing
all of Aotearoa and honouring
the unique heritage that makes
this country so special.”

Te reo Maori was something
not only Chantel and Sean em-
braced, but also their two chil-
dren, four-year-old Luke and
two-year-old Dylan.

“We’ve been incorporating te

reo Maori into our daily lives,
and some words have become
a natural part of how we speak.

“It’'s something we use at
home with our tamariki and in
our daily lives, so it felt famil-
iar even as we prepared for the
ceremony,” she said, and added
that they did put in some extra
effort to ensure they got the
pronunciation right and re-

LEFT: New Kiwi citizens Chantel and Sean Koller with Mayor Toby

Adams. ABOVE: A group of 17 people at Hauraki District Council’s
citizenship ceremony left the gathering as official Kiwis.

membered the words.

They said their Afrikaans
background helped with rolling
the r’s and understanding simi-
lar vowel sounds.

“A memorable moment was
when our son kept saying ‘puku’
to our family back in South Af-
rica - we had to explain it to
them. It was even more special
when his cousin started using
‘puku’ too after we returned
from our holiday,” they said.

But learning the language
wasn’t a journey they travelled
alone.

“We have had some amazing
people helping and supporting
us in our te reo journey.”.

One milestone for the Kollers
was being able to now hold

Photos: SUPPLIED
Kiwi passports, they said, es-
pecially because it meant they
would have the same passport
as their kids.

“We're excited to continue
our journey as Kiwis, exploring
this beautiful country and all it
has to offer while creating even
more memories as a family.”

At the end of the citizenship
ceremony, each new citizen
was given a tree to take home.
The Koller’s received a kowhai
tree and five finger plant, which
they planned to put in larger
pots to allow them to grow big-
ger, they said.

“We're excited to watch them
grow and know that they’ll be a
lasting reminder of this special
milestone in our lives.”

Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
I AdVIS

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Email: officec@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

Forsyth Barr —

Expert investmentadvige:.

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you

achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valley weekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary

appointment.

forsythbarr.co.nz

Brett Bell-Booth

Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

“busin ‘. ural Solutions
~ focused on profit and wealth development

Durable &
Weather-Resistant

&2 FORSYTH BARR

Quality
Craftsmanship

IT'S ABOUT RELAXING IN

THE GREAT
OUTDOORS

But you might miss out on the real summer,
if you're not investing in quality outdoor
furniture from Peter and Son!

Designed for
Ultimate Comfort
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Chrlstmas sorted at McKay s new Ngatea store
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As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1924 - 1933

hristmas on the Hauraki

Plains in 1924 saw the open-
ing of a commodious new shop
at Ngatea.

Messrs McKay and McKay
had great faith in the future of
the district and their shop in the
central part of the township was
one of the largest and best ap-
pointed on the Plains.

It carried full stocks of gro-
ceries, hardware, drapery, foot-
wear, crockery, glassware, con-
fectionery, cakes, and toys. The
hardware department had a
wide range of ironmongery, im-
plements, tools, sporting goods,
benzine and oils, gramophones
and records, and bicycles.

In a separate shop was a con-
fectionery department. Tea-
rooms supplied morning and
afternoon tea, as well as such
delicacies as fruit sundaes,
ice-cream and cool soda foun-
tain drinks. McKay and McKay
were appointed agents for Stor-
mont’s and Adam Bell’s famous
block cake, of which they sold
big quantities.

Housewives need not worry

Christmas greetings, 1935.

about making a Christmas cake
- McKay’s had them to suit all
tastes and purses. On Christmas
Eve the store displayed a Christ-
mas tree and had an appearance
by Santa Claus. Their advertis-
ing announced ‘Bomb Explosion
in Ngatea, prices all fall.’

Waihi children were treated to
a spectacular Christmas ceremo-
ny in 1928 hosted by the Mayor-
ess, Mrs Wallnutt. A big Christ-
mas tree dominated a large mar-
quee at the rear of King’s Hall,
and there was a smaller one on
the stage in the hall.

Coloured electric lights were
strong across the street and

Image: SUPPLIED

the Christmas trees were simi-
larly illuminated. Santa Claus,
escorted by a retinue of over a
dozen fairies and Eskimo boys,
arrived in a decorated sleigh.

More than one thousand chil-
dren of ten years of age and un-
der received gifts, after which
there was a programme of mu-
sic, dancing and comic turns.
Prior to his arrival, Santa Claus
paid a visit to the hospital,
where he presented gifts to ail-
ing children, and the fairies gave
an exhibition of dancing.

At Thames in 1933 instead of
the annual Christmas tree usual-
ly organised by the Thames Dis-

tress Relief Committee, the lo-
cal Sunday Schools undertook
to entertain about 50 children
of the unemployed. Gifts and
foodstuffs were generously pro-
vided by the public so that no
needy children would be with-
out some Christmas cheer.

In 1937 the Thames Mayor
asked for the names of old-
age and invalid pensioners to
be sent to him by those who
knew of deserving cases, so that
something in the way of festive
joy could be provided for them
from a sum which was available
for that purpose.

Paeroa streets were thronged
with happy crowds in 1930 with
people from all parts of the
Hauraki Plains visiting the town
to spend Christmas Eve and do
their Christmas shopping.

A slight fall of rain early in the
evening did not deter anyone; it
merely cooled the air and damp-
ened dust on the country roads.

Verandah posts were decorat-
ed with nikau and punga ferns
and festoons of coloured lights
were hung across the main thor-
oughfares, while shop windows
were alluring with bright lights.

“If we haven’t got much mon-
ey we have a lot of fun,” was the
motto of the crowd and it was a
joyous group that paraded the
streets from dusk till a late hour,
exchanging Christmas greetings
with friends and acquaintances,
renewing old friendships, mak-
ing purchases for loved ones
far and near, contributing their
quota to the general noise with
bagpipes, squeakers and trum-
pets, and generally enjoying
Elhemselves with happy aban-

on.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. An Internet meme involving the
unexpected appearance of the music
video to the 1987 hit song Never
Gonna Give You Up by Rick Astley is
known as what?

2. There are three one-syllable
country names in Europe: Spain,
France and what is the third?

3. Which well known actor was
banned from playing Blacklack in

a Las Vegas Casino in 20147 a) Ben
Affleck, b) Ben Stiller or c) Ben Platt?
4. Ambient, House, Jungle and Trance
are all examples of what genre of
music?

5. Which armoured vehicle got its
common name from a secretive
cover-name likening its structure to a
reservoir?

6. Which aviator disappeared over
the Pacific Ocean while attempting
to become the first female pilot to
circumnavigate the world?

7. True or False: a team
headquartered in Switzerland won
the America’s Cup in 2003 and 2007?
8. First Class Honours is the highest
grade in which country’s university
system? a) Australia, b) UK or ¢) USA?
9. Although Pohutukawa are best
known for having red flowers,
cultivars also exist with flowers of
which other primary colour?

10. Which New Zealand town had
the highest number of sunshine
hours in 2023? a) Blenheim, b) Lake
Tekapo, or c) Nelson?

gl FLT .
"odeya e (q 0T ‘MO||2A 6
5N (9 '8 ‘weu weay ay3 s 1y3ully - anup
'/ ‘Meyded eljpwy ‘9 Huel y g {(d1snw
22Uep 21U0J129|3) INQT T NP9V uag (e
'€ 1928349 "7 ‘BUljondlY ‘T :SHIMSNVY

Having trouble getting your
youth back to school?

Would they prefer to be in the
adult learning environment?

We have youth guarantee
programmes in our tertiary
education centre and

Snowden’s

X MENSWEAR X

CLEAR VISION
IN THAMES

We've relocated! Find us at our new spot
in Thames for the same exceptional eye
care you know and love. Same team, same
dedication - now in a fresh space.

PATERSON
+ BURN

457 Pollen Street, Thames (07) 869 0420

www.patersonburn.co.nz

Polytech level courses.

Come along and see us

Valley Education

Jree courses e free transport

07 868 7892
textus 027 314 1577

Call or

WWW. .C0.Nz

Mechmoto stretch cotton shirts. Super
smart, super fit, super comfortable $135.
Great selection of contemporary designs.

Check out our great selection of
accessories, shorts and shoes for Summer.

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056
www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

EE' Insight Legal

PRACTICAL | AFFORDABLE | LOCAL

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

Council Building, Ngatea
P:(07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

f)

www.insightlegal.co.nz
e
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A group of musicians from the Kerepehl Brass Band perform ona roundabout ina
Paeroa suburb on December 4. Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Kerepehi Brass Band members
spread Christmas cheer

he Kerepehi Brass Band is in the

swing of their annual Christmas
fundraiser, carolling in the streets of
Thames Valley towns to spread Christ-
mas cheer and collect funds for the
next year’s operations.

On November 27, the band can-

vassed Ngatea, where it raised just over

December 4 was Paeroa’s turn, and
the band broke into smaller groups of
musicians, walking around the suburbs
and playing Christmas favourites for
the residents, who were drawn to the
end of their driveways by the festive
music.

The band will be carolling in Thames
on December 11.

&

Hato Hone
St John

Holiday closure for Health Shuttle Operations

Hato Hone St John Health Shuttle bookings across the country will
close for the Christmas holiday period from 18th December 2024
to 8th January 2025.

Our Thames based shuttles covering the Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea,
and Kaiaua area may be able to provide a limited service during

this period, but it is essential that the bookings are confirmed
before December 18th. There will be no provision for bookings

to be made during the closure period and patients who do not have
a confirmed booking will need to make other arrangements.

For Health Shuttle bookings please call (07) 868 0567 or
0800 934 287 to discuss your needs with us.

Hato Hone St John has taken this step to provide for annual
holidays of our admin staff and to give our valuable volunteer drivers

a break at this time when most of the hospital clinics are also closed.

If you require further information, please phone us as above or email
hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

St John - local people helping meet the needs of our community.

mes Aut

_Thal

vwar- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

tos, -

2007 Honda CR-V

2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, SUV

2017 Nissan Qashq

Low Kms, NZ New, TOP SP

$6,990
2015 Mitsubishi Mirage LS

Auto, Top Spec with Leather

2016 Ford Territory

Titanium
V6 Diesel, AWD, 7 Seat, Low Kms,
BEST EXAMPLE

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

Y sPECIAL
$21,990

2014 Holden Captiva

2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms, Tow Bar

L

2007 Honda CR-V

Auto, 2.4Ltr 2WD, Best Example

ai
EC

$13,990
2015 Suzuki SX4

2.0Ltr Auto, Low 69Kms, 1 Owner,
NZ New, Immaculate Condition

6,990
2009 Mazda BT-50

Diesel, Manual, 2WD,
Great Condition & Value

$12,990 $11,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Life!

LSRural

Rural commumty represented In new mural

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

f there was one thing three sen-

ior Hauraki students wanted to
do for future students it was to
“leave a legacy”.

As many students before them
had done, year-13 Hauraki Plains
College students Tiana Tanner,
Erin Aralar and Emily Logan
wanted to follow the school’s mot-
to of leaving a legacy.

The students created a mural
in Ngatea that included themes
that were “quite significant” to the
Hauraki community.

The artistic trio were first
prompted by the “loose idea” of
competing in a Resene Mural
competition. This followed an ini-
tiative to create more awareness
of the arts at school, which the
students thought would be fun to
do, they said.

The young creatives told The
Profile it was almost perfectly
timed when their art teacher, Mr
Hamzen, let them know business-
es had been looking for aspiring
artists to create art over graffiti
on a car park fence over the road
from the school. “We were quite
interested to take it on, it being
our first ever mural.”

The mural is located at the Pub-
lic Office car park in Orchard West
Rd in Ngatea.

The students said they totalled
around 72 hours of work, and
painted most Saturdays for rough-
ly 12 weeks. They wanted the de-
sign to be “bright and colourful”
and fit within the Ngatea/Hauraki

community themes, they said.

“The sun in the background rep-
resents the beautiful sunrise from
the plains, the cow representing
the farming culture, the eel with
the Maori design representing the
Maori culture and %1story in the
Plains, and the rowers on the river
(Piako) representing the signifi-
cance of rowing at Hauraki Plains
College.”

When asked what inspired them

11

to create, Emily said it was defi-
nitely the beauty of the scenery
around her, which always gave her
areason to paint.

Erin said something that always
felt great was “that last look” at a
painting once it was finished. “So
I keep painting to chase that feel-
ing,” she said.

Meanwhile Tiana said the pro-
cess of art - brush strokes, colours,
patterns and “every small detail”

HPC year-13 students and mural artists Erin '
Aralar, left, Emily Logan and Tiana Tanner.

was like putting a puzzle piece to-
gether to fill the white space of a
canvas or “creating a new reality”.

“I enjoy the small moments of
painting and after, it turns into a
big moment on the final result,”
she said.

The trio’s advice for students
who were getting near the end of
their college journey was to take
every opportunity offered to them.

“It is great for experience, great

Photo: SUPPLIED

i

for learning, leadership, great for
character building and so much
more.”

But the mural creators hoped to
leave a lasting impression on other
students at Hauraki Plains Col-
lege. They hoped to leave behind a
legacy that “inspires other creative
students to be ambitious,” they
said.

“And to expose their passion for
art as more than just a hobby”.
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PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Ph: 07 862 8263

Filtration & Purification,
and Water Pump Supplies &

AlMotorcycies

Servicing and Repairs

Workshop or On Farm
We specialise in Milking Machines Road, Farm, MotoX
& Equipment, Etfluent & Ph : 027 2166867
Irrigation Systems, Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic
graham@almotorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories

Trade

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

Contact us today:
admin@readbros.co.nz

SERVICES AVAILABLE:

Thames

SPLINTA’S FIREWOOD

Pine $90 per cube
Gum $135 per cube

SERVICES

Installations. « Key Cutting  Sharpening FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE
Roada Farm, MotoX ¢ Wire Rope Swaging * Rope Splicing
Tor cover alf vour dafry needs . « Cut-to-length Extrusions Ends December 20
Ermaif shopiipasrals con Ph : 027 2166860 ¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
022 427 1618

ﬁ splintasfirewood

ror CARTING OF

» Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock
| » Decorative Stones & Drainage
. » Sand Shell
ﬂ_-.i_ » Palm Kernel

""m lf » Fertiliser

e g-ji[ » All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD
PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384

vl warw paensafarmiendiri o

; Alison Cornes
) PacroaFarmServices

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames

parts@almotorcycles.co.nz
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

www.almotorcycles.co.nz

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire
» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc
» Metal

— —

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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Rural

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
The Ngatea and rural Plains community
is all set to celebrate the festive season
with its first Christmas Parade since 2019.

The parade is being organised by Ngatea’s
newly-formed business association, Con-
necting the Plains. The committee, which
formed earlier this year after previous as-
sociation Positively Promoting the Hauraki
Plains wound down, includes local busi-
ness owners Yvette Saunders, Shelley and
Chris Spilsbury, Ann Clark, Luke Mitchell,
Wayne Barker, Malcolm Payton and Letia
Boe along with Hauraki District Council
Plains Ward councillor Ray Broad.

“The whole community wants a parade,”
Chris said. “So it just needed new organis-
ers and that’s where we are.”

The parade kicks off at 5.45pm on De-
cember 12. It will head down Ngatea’s main
street before arriving at Hugh Hayward Do-
main where the association and the Ngatea
Lions have organised entertainment, food
trucks, spot prizes and more.

Community groups, schools and busi-
nesses are encouraged to register a float for
the event, which the association hopes will
be the “biggest and brightest yet”.

As well as the parade, the association is
also looking ahead to next year and what it
can do to promote the Plains.

“We'’re there for business, we're there to
promote the town and the communities in
the ward, but also we're that channel back
through the council,” Chris said.

“We’d encourage people to get in contact
with us if they’ve got things they want us to
know about. We're obviously business peo-
ple ourselves and we’re busy, and our ideas
aren’t all the ideas that are out there. So if
people have got things that they want to see
happening, we want to be approachable in
that way as well.”

Some of Connecting the Plalns committee:
Cr Ray Broad, left, Yvette Saunders, Shelley
Spilsbury, Chris Spilsbury and Ann Clark.

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

In fact, the association has already put
some community ideas into action.

“One project that has happened under
Connecting the Plains so far is the tidying
up of the town of graffiti. We had a local
group of guys that formed together to say
that they’d give up their time if we provided
all the materials and everything, and they
painted all the graffiti, talked to the busi-
nesses and got agreements and painted the
brick wall down by the Lotto shop, paint-
ed behind the chemist - they literally just
watch out for graffiti and then approach the
businesses and paint on over it,” Shelley
Spilsbury said.

“They're just self-motivated to improving
the community. The less graffiti that’s out
there, obviously the less encouragement for
other graffiti artists.”

Ray Broad said the council was pleased
to have an enthusiastic group helming the
new association.

“It’s well-supported from the ward coun-
cillors here because they cover not just
Ngatea but the whole Hauraki Plains,” he
said. The traffic management and road clo-
sure fees for the parade will be funded by
the council.

M9540 ROPS
TRACTOR

QVX36 FEL FITTED

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd ——

60 ORCHARD RD, NGATEA

3503 NEW ZEALAND

CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ

PH | 027 2850349

lhmg Rods«&; Tackle
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Haurakl Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
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Santa on paradé

The Christmas spirit was strong in Paeroa and Thames
last weekend during their annual Santa parades. Valley

Student volunteers collect donations.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz
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Thai¢

Traditional Thai Massage

Foot Massage
Head, Meck, Back and Shoulders Massage

30mins  $50
60 mins  $90
90 mins  $130
120 rnins $Iﬂﬂ

-~ M A S S A GE._.- 9

' CALL SAIFON

027 341 2357
134 QUEEN STREET a

* Deep Tissue Massa
Thai Qil Massage » Relaxing Massage

Ten-year milestone for
Thai Classic Massage

feeling of pride and deep gratitude is

what Saifon Dansalad holds toward
her community of Thames, especially
now as this time of year marks a special
milestone.

The Thai Classic Massage owner and
operator celebrates the 10-year anniver-
sary of her business.

Saifon, who shifted from Te Aroha to
Thames for new opportunities and a
change in her life, started up Thai Clas-
sic Massage at the Rose Cottage in Gra-
hamstown in November, 2014.

Following the Covid-19 lockdown in
2022, Saifon shifted her business to the
new and current location at 134 Queen
St.

Saifon said she wanted to express her
heartfelt gratitude to the Thames Com-
munity for their warm support and assis-
tance over the past 10 years.

“Your kindness and collaboration has
been invaluable in helping us move
forward with confidence. Thank you for
your continued generosity and support,”
she said.

“l feel incredibly proud and deeply
grateful to have served our community
for the past 10 years.”

Helping individuals alleviate pain, fa-
tigue, and stress through her massage
services had been an immensely fulfill-
ing journey, she said.

“There is no greater reward than see-
ing our clients leave feeling relaxed,
rejuvenated, and truly cared for.

“I am especially proud of my team of
highly skilled and experienced massage
therapists, who have been the heart of
our success.

“Their unwavering dedication and pas-
sion for delivering exceptional care has

ADVERTORIAL

Classic Thai Massage owner Saifon Dansalad
celebrates a 10-year anniversary for her
business. Photo: NIKKI SANDERS

touched countless lives and made a
lasting impact on our community.”

But for Saifon, the past 10 years was
about more than just running a busi-
ness. “It's been about building meaning-
ful connections, promoting well-being,
and making a positive difference in the
lives of others.

Saifon said as they move forward,
they’re committed to continuing the
mission of bringing the highest quality
care to the community.

“I look forward to serving you for many
more years to come and am deeply hon-
ored to be part of this journey with you.”
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A Christmas fairy is part of the Thames
Asssociation float in Thames.

At Ironique cafe

we offer

- Gift vouchers

= Hire the place for
special events with or
without food.

- Special discount - for a
smaller portion of
food known as Gold
Card Special.

- And much more :)

Email us on ironiquecafe2@gmail.com
or call us on 0204 149 8548
Follow us on Facebook Ironique Cafe

FORAGE

COOK » BAKE *» CREATE
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Tuesday - Friday
10am - 4pm
Saturday
10am-1pm

1 Willoughby St, Paeroa | 07 280 2760
shop@feeandmands.co.nz | www.feeandmands.co.nz

Your Local
Coffee Roaster

Freshly Roasted
Vietnamese Coffee

PINNACLE
COFFEE

Check out our website
pinnaclecoffee.nz

Open Saturday mornings
805 Pollen Street, Thames

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames
0'7 868 6608
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DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,
Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel
or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
* Additional mileage may apply, according to roading conditions. ** Plus Doctors Fee. The Doctors Fee for medical paperwork required for Direct Cremations is an additional charge. This fee ranges from $45.00 to $200.00, determined by the patient's Doctor.

é
THAMES VALLEY

CREMATORY

LTD.

SUPPORT

LOCAL

Please Visit the website:

. A foreverpets.co.nz
advise your ‘ |s for further information. S84 ©134)
Vet °f your CONTACT: Forever Pets LOCAL i

07 868 6003.

Forever
Pets

PET CREMATORIUM

wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 62 Receded (5)

1 Take place (5) 65 Technical talk (6)
4 Matching siblings 66 Off course (6)
(9,5) 67 Downtrodden,

11 Game fish (5) subjugated (9)

14 Body organ (5) 72 Filtering (9) 36 North Briton (4)
15 Factual TV 73 Evil spirit (5) 37 Lacking sensation
programme (11) 74 Gain ground (7) (4)

16 Fort troops (8) 79 Seeyou later (2,6) 42 Meat jelly (5)

19 Comfort someone 80 Keyboard 43 Food providers at
in disappointment, loss  instrument (11) social event (8)

29 One belonging to a
club or society (6)

30 Emergency (6)

33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Givein (5)

(7) 81 Sailing vessel (5) 44 Crush flat (6)

20 Upper leg (5) 82 Not intoxicated (5) 45 Lullaby (10)

21 Impudent, brazen 83 Quite crazy 46 Highest point (4) .
9) (2,3,2,1,6) 47 Early childhood (7)

24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)

84 Revolution (5) Get here (6)

Telling fibs (5)

EEEEEE EEEEE
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BE mEmEE "I'I'I'I'“-

27 High-pitched and DOWN 51 Looked at (4)

piercing (6) 2 Police line (6) 52 Bother (7)

31 Characteristic (5) 3 Component parts (5) 53 Begrudged (6)

32 Royal daughter (8) 5 Letfall (4) 58 Nearly finished (6,4) ﬂ
34 In an exhaustive 6 Badly behaved (7) 59 Rear part of boat . .
manner (10) 7 Cold era (3,3) (5)

38 Firmly loyal (7) 8 Pretends (4) 63 Sot (8) .

39 Horse barn (6) 9 Full of twists and 64 Stage whisper (5)

40 Restless (6) turns (8) 65 Fragmented

41 Cipher (4) 10 Radio crackle (6) puzzles (7) . ﬂ .
42 Takes receipt of (7) 11 During (10) 68 Seer (7)

45 Philanthropic (10) 12 Hops kiln (4) 69 Yacht harbour (6) ™ B
50 Came torest (7) 13 Melodic (7) 70 Die (6) .

54 Walking track (4) 17 Sky fluff (5) 71 Rolled document

55 Change genetically 18 Bad luck! (4,6) 6) = “
(6) 22 Grieve for (5) 75 Narrow L

56 Ban (6) 23 One habitually passageway (5) n.. .
57 Firm determination  active during late hours 76 Larva (4) . .
(7) (5,3) 77 Musical work (4)

60 Without caution or 25 Confiscation (7) 78 Accurate (4) . “ .

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and
safely (8)

26 Believe to be guilty

()
28 Reviewer (6)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Unity, 4 By hook or by crook, 14 Check, 15 Jumpy, 16 Proprietor, 17 Fatal, 19 Gel, 20 Farrier,
21 Cathedral, 22 Dampen, 25 Make a fuss, 27 Tumult, 28 Debate, 33 Compliment, 35 Arc, 36 Leeway, 37
Edam, 39 Key, 41 Bedouin, 42 Cuckoo, 43 Untutored, 44 Frill, 45 Attained, 50 If, 51 Criminal, 55 Apron, 58
Prolonged, 59 Influx, 60 Obscure, 61 Apt, 63 Line, 64 Infirm, 65 Ice, 66 Accidental, 68 Viewer, 69 Cancel,
71 Overtaken, 76 Meekly, 77 Mercenary, 79 Stratum, 81 Era, 84 Vital, 85 Prohibited, 86 Funds, 87 Alike,
88 Thin on the ground, 89 Fever.

DOWN: 2 Nougat, 3 Taper, 5 Yarn, 6 Orphans, 7 Knight, 8 Rated, 9 Yardarm, 10 Raft, 11 Outlaw, 12 Feign,
13 Skyline, 14 Clipper, 18 Repetition, 23 Offer, 24 Gleeful, 26 Amphora, 27 Tick off, 29 Andiron, 30 Covert,
31 Lanky, 32 Barter, 34 Tour, 36 Lydia, 38 Medal, 40 Atom, 45 Appal, 46 Trounce, 47 Idol, 48 Edging, 49
Cream, 50 Initial, 52 In bad taste, 53 Incense, 54 Abroad, 55 Admiral, 56 Often, 57 Tuba, 62 Score, 67
Deceive, 68 Vinegar, 70 Cheapen, 72 Vertigo, 73 Clutch, 74 Ending, 75 Muddle, 76 Maxim, 78 Cloth, 80
Azure, 82 Clan, 83 Keen.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Artists to fundraise for bulldlng repairs

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

group of artists in the Hauraki

were preparing to raise funds
for repair and replacement work
needed on their premises.

The Paeroa Society of Arts is
set to host its first ever Christmas
Extravaganza and Fundraiser
event on December 14 to raise
money for a roof replacement and
earthquake strengthening at its
premises.

Society president Jan Clark told
The Profile it was an old building
approaching its 100 year mile-
stone in 2025.

The society needed to replace
the roof, which was going to cost
around $18,000 according to a
quote from 18 months ago, she
said.

“So that’s a big expense.”

They also had the earthquake
strengthening to take care of, for
which Jan said they had applied
for funding and also fundraised
for the retrofit plans, which would
cost around $18,000 to $20,000.

It was a former council build-
ing, but as it is owned by the so-
ciety, “it’s totally on us... We have
to look after it”, she said.

“But I think for us to be able to
get some money over the next few
months to get our roof done, it
would be amazing if we could get
it done before winter.”

The Christmas Extravaganza is
one way the society and its mem-
bers hope to raise money.

People could expect to find
stalls outside the building with
goods for sale, such as plants,

baking, and jams - and the chance
to enter some Christmas raffles.

Jan said they would be offering
gift wrapping for items purchased
too.

“We're going to have all our sale
items from our artists as well,”
she said, which will be on display
in the art room at the back of the
building at reduced prices for
Christmas.

“[People will] be able to have
alook at the behind the scenes,”
she said, and would also have the
opportunity to meet some of the

d - il ik
Paeroa Society of Arts will host its Christmas Extravaganza fundraiser on December 14.

artists.

“We're having quite a few peo-
ple come in. We're all volunteers,
and we’re all the members of our
society and the ones that do the
work here,” she said.

“So we're hoping for a lovely,
big, fine, wonderful day,” she said.

Gallery committee member Jes-
sica Lines said it was the first time
they’d ever tried anything like it.

Tt will also be an opportunity to
raise awareness about the society
within the community.

“We’re just trying something

Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

new because I think sometimes
people don’t realise that we’re
here,” she said.

The society, which has around
60 members, was quite blessed to
have its own gallery, Jessica said.

Some places didn’t have their
own space to display their work,
she said.

“So, it’s a good asset to the com-
munity.”

DETAILS: The Christmas Extravagan-
za and Fundraiser, 9.30am to 2pm,
December 14 at The Paeroa Society
of Arts, 109 Normanby Rd, Paeroa.

‘Good turnout’ for book launch

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Around 35 people turned out for the launch
of Dave Wilton’s new book Archaelogy of
‘The Thames’ Goldfield - Volume 1 at Car-

son’s Bookshop on November 24.

The Thames historian released his new
210-page book based on the Thames Gold-
field, which was published by Te Whare

Pataka The Treasury.

The 72-year-old historian and author told
The Profile he enjoyed the book launch.

“[1t] gave me a chance to tell some of the
people-stories that don’t come through too

well in text,” he said.

The Treasury Publications team mem-

Archaeology of
‘The Thamas"
Gioldfinld
Volama 1

Dawid Wilcan

ber Beth McKay said Dave, in his usual inclusive speaking manner,
entranced the audience with the history and archaeology of the sites

covered in the book.

Beth said it was a “good turnout”, where the audience had lots of
questions after the author’s presentation.

Meanwhile, a total of 28 books were sold. According to the author,
that was “close to a 100 percent success rate”.

Dave Wilton-;peaks to the group at the launch of his new book, left.

SUPPLIED

Surprise
album is
full of bops

POP CULTURE

By ALI KOIA-
HAMLING, Paeroa
College student

merican rap-

per Kend-
rick Lamar has
had one of the
best years of his
career, mainly
thanks to the headline grabbing
beef between him and Canadian
rapper and singer Drake.

Lamar kicked off the year, featur-
ing on Future and Metro Boomin’s
song Like That, before he released
four diss songs towards Drake in
one week, including the hit smash
song Not Like Us, which has been
nominated for several grammys

next year.
Lamar is also set to headline the
prestigious super-bowl halftime

show next year. With a great year
already going for him, many people
were not at all expecting a new al-
bum from Kendrick.

However the Compton rapper
surprised the world on November
23 (New Zealand time) when he re-
leased his sixth studio album GNX,
named after the car shown on the
cover of his album. A GNX is an old
car, with the car symbolising that
the album is an old fashioned rap
sound.

Kendrick Lamar’s GNX is a genu-
ine masterpiece. Filled with hits, it
shows Kendrick is coming for blood.
It takes what made Not Like Us so
popular - its catchy lyrics and in-
credible beats, and expands on it.

Songs like TV Off and Squabble Up
follow a familiar layout of Not Like
Us, with great beats and an addic-
tive chorus. The album also shows
off some great samples.

Mustard, who worked on Not
Like Us with Lamar, returns to help
produce many songs on this album.
Also Grammy winning producer
Jack Antanoff is credited on this al-
bum.

My favourite song on the album
is his collaboration with SZA, Luther,
a great song which shows off Kend-
rick’s vocal abilities.

The song has a similar sound and
feel to SZA’s Saturn. Overall, this
album really is a work of art and is
a great way to cap off an excellent
year for Kendrick Lamar.

GNX is available to stream now

on Spotify and Apple Music.
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EFT BANK THEAT

RE

cinema & more
Ph: 07 868 3142

www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz
659 Pollen St, Thames

Left Bank Theatre will be closed from
Thursday 12 December to Wednesday 8
January, inclusive. We wish you a happy
festive season and thank you for your
support since we opened in August.

We're excited to be bringing you a whole
new range of movies and some live events
in 2025. Keep an eye on our website and
Facebook page, the cinema windows,

and advertisements in this newspaper for
what's coming up. Moana 2, Paddington in
Peru, Wicked and Conclave will all screen
during the first week we’re back.

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm

Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch ROASTS

(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte available

GBD is running a weekly quiz

Every Tyesday from 6.30pm

Qwiz:

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008

- @& GBDThamesLtd
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How's this offer we've lined up?

Buy any Toyota Certified and get

4 YEARS - 4YEARS - 4 YEARS + 5 YEARS

Warranty AA Roadservice Free WOF checks  Hybrid Battery Warranty
{as standard)

i3 % &
s Bu-&.e
Hey Toyota, - 4 =

line me up a deal

o Valley Toyota Thames
Q Toyota Certified
on a Used car') Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
Oh‘ ailable between 1July 2024 and 31 De emb 2024 Ty c fdvhl s purchased from an Author dTy a De 1 T al Toyota Certified Vehicle Warranty @ Toyota
o f r4yea /160 000km from vehicle pur d , whichever occurs firs T al Toyota Certified Hybri dB tery Warranty c forSyearsfromvehicle purchase date
orunll the odomete; h 160000km whi h curs first. Botl hwar anties exclude High Use vehicles. Warranty, Ro: d ide A nce and WOF terms, , conditions an: d Certified
exclusi het information

Toyota Toyota
Corolla Cross Aqua Cross Corolla Sport

Valley Toyota Thames Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa

www.valley.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 868 8950 www.richards.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 862 7674
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929 Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

Contact - Kent Ravenhill ¢ 027 878 0642
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CALL THE EXPERTS

2ND HAND / VINTAGE

o8 Coronation a.tn. Pm
’ f Sam 022 601 3656, 8wy}

“It’s the most diverse range under one roo/”

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal + Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACKNSIDES

ARBORIST

Qualified and insured arborists.

20+ years experience

W

AURAK

TREE SERVICES

» TREE

*SHAPES
Quatifed Andoncts

== Treework Large & Small

% Stump Grinding = Hedge Trimming

= Fruit Tree Pruning #= Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
BUILDING

=
i

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)
BUILDER / CARPENTER

QuALIFIED & LICENSED LBP.

Many years
experience.
Ph Peter
027 496 5241

SERVICES

FEEIFEESII:INAL
TRADE SERVICES

Hilchems

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

AVoca”

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

3 Coronation Stroet, Pacroa

DriviING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education _. .

07 868 7892

ELECTRICIAN

For All vour Elecirical Heeds

ﬁ L Electrical
“ Todally Dependabla”
5 Hew Lslds & Hgal Purmps
= Alerations & Jordoce and Baintenancs
& unbes ¢ forrarnial

= Lighting Fians = [Firs Gysiema

PHOT BED T4 Email wmacke© lnnerskecine s’ oon

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

- Carpet - Vinyl
« Laminate - Polyurethane
Contact us for your

free Measure and Quote

Phone : 021020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

r 1

027 439 0367 |
_______shorthacknsides.conz

The Hauraki Tree Services team is ready to help.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Tree care made easy in Hauraki

he team at Hauraki Tree Services have
more than 20 years of extensive expe-
rience in all aspects of tree work.

We have qualified arborists who have
the skill to undertake any tree pruning or
removal work as well as having the equip-
ment to manage larger projects, such as
land clearing and larger scale tree remov-
al for site clearance or subdivision work.

If you require any tree work, we’re the
arborist company to call to get it sorted.

We maintain an honest, friendly rela-
tionship with all of our clients thanks in

large part to our competitive pricing and
unparalleled service record.

We also have full public liability insur-
ance. Now is the perfect time to get your
property looking great for summer, so
give us a call today for a free quote.

We are proudly owner operated, based
in the Hauraki region and service all
surrounding areas including Thames,
Paeroa, Ngatea, Northern Waikato and
the Western Coromandel Peninsula.
DETAILS: Phone: 0800 HTS TREE or email:
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268  Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR

EARTHWORK

NIGHTMEARES

. General Earthworks & Digging
* Housepads ¢ Farmlane Raceway
* Tree Removal * Demolitions
* Driveways & Retaining Walls
plus much more...

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

-‘Lool Electric

07 868 7151
E:

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

= Electricians

= Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
= Security :
Systems www.coolelectric.co.nz

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames
\ V)

FLOORING

Flooring
Design

Visit our showroom at:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa

PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

{lley

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

* Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

* Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

* Pre-Planning

Phone: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen

Funeral Directors Fusarel Direcizrs

FENCING

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...

High quality workmanship
Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

/ D A

"||1

PLETHOOA POOPEDTY SOLUTIONS LTO
HIRE CENTRE
THAMES 4
HIRE CENTRE 4‘
Jellicoe Crescent, Thames
Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz
www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE
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CALL THE EXPERTS

CLASSIFIEDS

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

- Deadline 12noon Monday

For all your meat and game processing needs.

* We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
 Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty.

® 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
e Game orders over 10kg

-
HUNTS

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939  Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

M PanteR

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured » Workmanship Guarantee

Contact Stan on 0223137911

021 936 188  bryan@atlas-ad.com
&

to discuss your project.

PROPERTY CLEARING

HOUSE & PROPERTY
RECOVERY

SITE CSLEARING SERVICES

SRESIENTIAL COHBUECIAL  INEEETEEL
FECEENLOEAS B EHECET

oagn FFORRY
Email: admin@hprecovery.co.nz

ATENSUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

ASTE
LISTS

LIQUI
SPEC

HOUSE/RENOVATION PLANS

@dlas,

las

Architectural Draughting

House & Renovation Plans ¢ Specifications
Building Consents ¢ 3D Concepts

e

9»;‘

4/‘"5 ¥IN

(CE/
o

Bryan Coppersmith

«\““‘ E

M cone™ )

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

UVEHICLE

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

TYRES & BATTERIES

TYRE amd BATTERT

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Bl  winoscrReens
[PRECISION]

W/NDSC/QEENS /
We come lo yott!

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Death Notice | Church Notice Situations Vacant
CUNNINGHAM,
. Church Office Reception
I\Pllervygn CeCII.f I Assembly Of GOd Thames Union Parish — St James Church.
assed peacefully at Part-time position, possibly job-shared, helping to
home on 4th December, 10am Sundays keep our Parish Office running.
2024; aged 88 years. ' Position to start mid-February.
Much loved husband Scout Hall For details and queries please phone
and mate of Eileen . Daryl on 027 6989 526
for 64 years. Loved e
father and father-in- Baker St, Waihi We have a position available
!Jaav;(;)rl: Jg{aer;::isnaid Monument for a general hand, with the possibility of
; . going full time for the right person.
o7 ranscien ana s|___SCTVIC®S _{|| Amechanicalbackground wouls be an
reat grandies. g Y-
%‘ service for Merv was HDEEATI?Asla?\]'g;E For more information
contact Miles

held on Monday 9th
December.

Messages to: merve@
infogen.net.nz or 27/82
Richmond Street,
Thames 3500

SERVICES

Cleaning and re-inscription.
Thames, Paeroa, Waihi,
Morrinsville and Te Aroha.
Areas not listed

on 027 227 1121
or miles@hpmotors.co.nz

Public Notice

- . . please enquire.
Church Notice

Christmas at St James

Christmas Eve — 7pm — Christmas carols
and the Christmas story
Christmas Day — 9.30am — Family service

All welcome

Where? St James Union Church,
Cnr Pollen &Pahau Street, Thames
Any queries phone Daryl — 027 6989 526

wibati

For Lease

Public Notices

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Builder

Reno’s, decking,
fencing. For free
quote ph Phil 021
088 63559

Waihi Senior Citizens’ Home Inc.
AGM
HETHERINGTON HOUSE
Lounge,

98 Parry Palm Ave, Waihi
Monday 16 Dec, 5.30pm
All welcome

HETHERINGTON HOUSE
GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

Would you like to Make a Difference
in Our Community?

o Are you passionate about creating positive
change?
e Do you have previous Governance experience?
@ Do you have skills and experience in Health and
Finance?

We are seeking dynamic, committed individuals to
join our Governance Committee. As a volunteer
Committee Member, you'll play a pivotal role in
shaping the future of Hetherington House and mak-
ing a lasting impact on the lives of residents.

Who We Are:

o Hetherington House was built by the Community
of Waihi and is owned and run by a charitable
Incorporated Society.

o Hetherington House is a 50-bed residential home
with three levels of care, rest home, hospital level
and a secure Dementia unit.

If you would like to learn more about this
opportunity, please email:

chair.hetheringtonhouse@gmail.co.nz

Handyman Services

Gardening

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based. Ph
021 060 7659

Rodney Spence please
call Lyn - Store 4 U,
027 5759173.

If no contact by
January 10, 2025
contents will be disposed of.

THAMES HANDYMAN
& BUILDING SERVICES
Building,

home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

Storage

Storage

Livestock

Brown Shaver Hens
Point of Lay $25
Kerepehi. Phone 027
667 6808

Painter

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway
Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry
Units available
7x3.6mand 7 x5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

TOTAL STORAGE LTD "~
KEREPEHI / PAEROA || |

We will beat any legit quote for
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C'’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Professional roof
painter. Mario Kerkhof
027 961 4055

Pets

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.

If you are one of the few who does not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station, Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy,
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’'Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames

Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store
TURUA: Turua Dairy KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU  Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery.
“A great place for your pet
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344,
SH25 Waitakaruru,

RD6 Thames

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage

www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage

Thames Valley
Storage — secure, dry

units available, two
sizes. Call Trev 027
4076966

Advertise with
the paper that is
being read
Valley Profile
P: 022 130 3885

NEWSPRINT

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:

2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school
holidays - art and
craft,moving,
table coverings
and more......

Proflle

i coromaondelapp
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Volunteers crack open history books once more

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Thames researchers have been
given an early Christmas pre-
sent, as Te Whare Pataka The
Treasury Heritage Research Cen-
tre and Archive reopens its read-
ing room to the public after a year-
long hiatus.

The reading room, which has
been closed since the end of 2023
due to a lack of funding for paid
staff, reopened on November 27.

Around 21 research volunteers
are currently on the reading room
roster, and two new supervisors,
Anna Dunwoodie and Tracey
Hinton, have taken on the task of
managing them.

The reading room crew is one of
three volunteer groups who work
from the Treasury’s Carnegie Li-
brary building, alongside a pub-
lications team and the Treasury’s
board.

“The [reading room] volunteers
are the caretakers of the collec-
tion,” Anna said.

“We want to highlight how
important [they] are, and have
always been as the front-facing
members of the Treasury, and we
would like to see if we can encour-
age more volunteers to come on
board.”

Tracey agreed, saying their help
meant the people of the district
could now access valuable infor-
mation again.

“What’s the point of having all
this if we’re not sharing it? Our
role is to make accessible the in-
formation about the history of
Thames, the Coromandel Penin-
sula and Hauraki, and our fami-

The volunteers are back and ready to welcome researchers to The Treasury.

lies and businesses,” Tracey said.

“We do encourage that people
come in and plan to undertake
most of the research themselves,
[but] it has some guidance from
us, because for somebody coming
in, it’s quite overwhelming.”

Geraldine Dunwoodie, a found-
ing member of the Coromandel
Heritage Trust which began the
Treasury project, said she was
thrilled to see the volunteers re-
turn.

“Over the last few years volun-
teer numbers have dwindled, and

the unwelcome 12-month hiber-
nation has added to it, with some
volunteers resigning because they
have found other interests to sup-
port,” she said.

“It was heartwarming to see
such an enthusiastic group again
- many of them from the original
volunteers at the Treasury and all
very keen to get started in this new
phase.”

Geraldine said the aim now
was to set the volunteers up so
they could function regardless of
whether the Treasury had paid

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

staff or not.

She said the volunteers would be
kept busy with tasks such as look-
ing after incoming records, cata-
loguing, sleeving, filing, shelving,
collecting True Tales stories, and
being on duty in the reading room
and reception.

The Treasury board chair Anne-
Louise Robertson said the reopen-
ing was the culmination of a long
and challenging journey.

“It’s a pleasure to welcome back
oul(“i invaluable volunteers,” she
said.

“However, while we celebrate
this mllestone there is still much
to be done. Financial sustainabili-
ty remains a significant challenge,
and we are not out of the woods
yet. We are committed to seek-
ing additional funding to keep our
doors open and to continue devel-
oping the services we provide.”

Anna, a trained music teacher
and specialist, and Tracey, a for-
mer librarian and Past Perfect cat-
aloguer at the Treasury, said they
were now retraining the volun-
teers as they got back up to speed.

They also needed to get used
to working in a very different en-
vironment than usual, they said,
as they were sharing the Carnegie
Library building with Heritage
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga’s
Thames School of Mines staff for a
few years until restoration work is
completed at their site around the
corner.

“It worked out really well, be-
cause were short on money,
they’re short on space... So to
merge forces for a short time, it’s
quite mutually beneficial,” Tracey
said.

“But we're used to having this
building and the archive to our-
selves. So that’s what we’re trying
to get our heads around. It’s gonna
be an interesting few weeks before
Christmas. And hopefully, we'll
get things flowing pretty quick.”
DETAILS: The Treasury’s reading
room is open to the public Wed-Sat,
11am-3pm. Fees apply. For more in-
formation, email ttvstracey@gmail.
com or ttvsannad@gmail.com.
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Paeroa Lions and volunteer firefighters at the unveiling of the new

hi-vis jackets funded by Paeroa Lions.
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Quiz evening raises funds
for new hi-vis jackets

Paeroa Volunteer Fire Brigade
members recently shouted
Paeroa Lions a barbecue meal
at the fire station to thank
Lions members for donating
essential high visibility wildfire
jackets.

Paeroa Lions raised funds
from a quiz evening for the
new jackets for the brigade, a
spokesperson said.

“These wildfire jackets are
essential to the volunteers
when they are called out to
motor vehicle accidents and
medical callouts, compliment-
ing the structural gear used in
firefighting.

“Wildfire jackets are the only
article gear not allocated by
Fire and Emergency NZ.”

Paeroa Fire Chief Paul Jack-

son thanked the Paeroa Lions
Club for their generosity and
support.

“In gratitude... the brigade
hosted a barbecue and station
tour to acknowledge the Lions
club’s generosity and support,”
a Paeroa Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade Facebook post said.

“Their contribution directly
enhances the brigade’s ability
to serve the local community.”

Paeroa Lions president Kim
Reid thanked the volunteer
brigade members for their
community service, barbecue
meal and showing the Paeroa
Lions the fire station the
equipment.

The successful Paeroa Lions
quiz night fundraiser was held
in July.

SPORTS REPORTS

Email your sports reports and photos to

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

BOWLS

Kerepehi Bowling Club’s Thursday
night Business House bowls is go-
ing well, with plenty of friendly
playing.

Great turnout for the Murray
Fisher Memorial Optional fours,
with a minimum of one non-
bowler per team.

The competition was played in
two divisions with the winners of
both sections having a play off to
gain the Murray Fisher Memorial
Trophy. This was won by the Hi-
kuatia team, skipped by Daniel.
RESULTS: Carpet Green 1st 4 wins
34 points 24 ends Daniel, Adrian,
Jono, N Bax; (Winner of Trophy
also) 2nd 4 wins 15 points 23 ends
Matty Fisher, Craig Magon, John
Collins, Paddy Spence; 3rd 3 wins
36 points 21 ends Fish, Fatu, Sha-
ron, John. Grass Green 1st 3 wins
25 points 21 ends Sian, Puna, Loz,
Leanne; 2nd 3 wins 21 points 18
ends Richard, Lorraine, Robin,
Denis, 3rd 3 wins 14 points, 19
ends Brownie, Horrie, Woods,
Puggy.

Coming up on Sunday, Decem-
ber 15, is our Christmas Ham
Tournament sponsored by Pak n
Save and Linn Motors.

On Sunday, January 12, Opt 4s
(Norm Allen/Twentymans Funeral
Services) and Thursday, January
23, Local Bodies Inviation (Mufti)
(Kerepehi Transport/Laser Electi-
cal Ngatea).

Business House Bowls contin-
ues at Kerepehi Bowling Club,
with the final being held on Thurs-
day, December 12. Good bowling
toall. -TerryKing

Murray Fisher Memorial Optional fours winners

Photos: SUPPLIED
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Finding purpose in the fight: be the best you can be

By MICHAEL WILKES

ecently,

there was
plenty of hype
leading up to
the Mlke Tyson and Jake Paul
fight.

Many of us tuned in, wait-
ing with bated breath for the
Tyson of old - the quick pivot,
the twist, the knockout hay-
maker.

But it didn’t come.

Instead, it was mostly jab
after jab from Paul, keeping

Tyson at a distance, with the
occasional solid hit.

At the end of the fight, Tyson
was asked if he had proven his
critics wrong.

His response was striking:
it wasn’t about them - it was
about challenging himself and
doing his best.

When asked if this was the
end, he said no. He would fight
again.

Some might argue it’s all
about the money - and sure,
that’s likely part of it. But look-
ing at Tyson’s life, here’s a man
who’s been to prison for seri-

ous crimes, accused of many
others, and battled addiction.

He doesn’t need boxing to
make money - his boxing his-
tory and pop-culture following
could easily fill that gap.

So, why step into the ring
again?

I wonder if it’s about more
than the pay check.

In the months leading up
to the fight, Tyson was fitter,
cleaner, and more focused
than he’d been in decades.

Perhaps boxing gave him
purpose, a reason to strive to-
ward being the best version of

himself. As I watched the post-
fight interview, I couldn’t help
but reflect: where do we find
our purpose? What gives us
the drive to be our best?

Maybe it’s raising kids, pro-
viding for family, helping oth-
ers, or pursuing big dreams.
Whatever it is, a purpose that
drives us is a purpose that re-
fines us.

Even if we don’t achieve all
we set out to, the pursuit itself
makes us better.

So, what’s your fight?

What'’s the purpose driving
you to be the best you can be?

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring
and resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of
this work is funded outside of schools and
it becoming increasingly challenging in the
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.
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Make every day beautiful with
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512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891

w: flowersonpollen.co.nz

E: flowersonpollen@gmail.com
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FIowers can make a dinner table feel stylish.

Photo: SUPPLIED/FLOWERS ON POLLEN

Find something special at Flowers on Pollen

For most of us, flowers have an
instant ability to lift our mood,
particularly if they are a gift from
someone.

We, here at Flowers on Pollen,
are lucky enough to see the
anticipation of that joy when our
customers purchase flowers for
someone else, but we also witness
it when customers buy flowers for
themselves to enjoy.

Flowers have an instant
beautifying effect.

They can make a dinner table feel

r

Flooring

stylish, a hallway feel welcoming, or
a bathroom feel luxurious.

While a big bouquet in a chosen
colour scheme can draw the eye
and give vibrancy to a space,
handpicking a few special stems
from our stand for a particular vase
can be just as satisfying to the eye,
and in tougher times, easier on the
pocket.

Flowering plants in a decor pot can
also be a great long lasting choice, Let us help you make every day
and we have a huge variety of these,  beautiful and “style your space” with

perfect for the work desk orto add a  joy.
i

KEITCHEMNS

touch of warmth to an empty space.

Visit our team at 512 Pollen Street
and explore our ever-changing
collection of flowers, plants, vases,
vessels, and thoughtful botanical
inspired gifts.

Whether you’re looking to brighten
someone’s day, find the perfect
addition to your home, or simply
treat yourself, we have something
special waiting for you.

STORE REOPENS
13TH Jan 2025

SALE ENDS Jan 31st 2025

90 Kopu Road THAMES
07 868 7608 F I"ﬂ:

quotes.thames@flooringxtra.co.nz

= Ty

1 KITCHENS
Design i S
WARDRORBES
00060 CUSTOM

flooringdesign.co.nz

CABIMNETRY

SHOWROOM & OES SR $TUHO |
1] KOHUNEH STRIEIT NEATTA

217 Pollen Street, Thames
07 777 4994
Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

onkichens.,
DESIGN. SUPPLY. INSTALL. we do it all i o e
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Netherton 6520 wilson Road (SH2)

Classic charm in the countryside 94,10 Ik 2

Set on 9.4 hectares (more or less) in the heart of Hauraki Plains, this property is more than a home—it’s a lifestyle Tender (unless sold prior)
statement. Generous living spaces + rumpus room are complemented by large windows that capture natural light and Closing 3pm, Thu12 Dec 2024
rural views. The home features spacious bedrooms, well-appointed bathrooms, and an expansive kitchen. Enjoy the 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

luxury of a private pool, alongside a tennis court and summer house ideal for summer time with friends and family.
Complementing this is 9ha (more or less) of grazing land, currently leased for for $1,000 + GST per ha per annum and
ample farm buildings. Call today!

Phone for viewing times

Karl Davis 027 496 4633 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
Connor Davis 027 496 4622
bayleys.co.nz/2316278 connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT2008
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Puriri 107 Neavesville Road

Serene rural haven: family home with panoramic views 32, 3k 2w 2 [w]
Escape to rural tranquility with this three-bedroom lifestyle property on 3.2 hectares (more or less) of rolling hills and Asking Price $1,099,000
lush greenery. The home features a master bedroom with ensuite, two additional bedrooms, and an open-plan Phone for viewing times
kitchen, living, and dining area with modern appliances and anisland bench. Large sliding doors lead to a spacious Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

deck with stunning rural views. With 6.8kW solar panels, a double garage, fully fenced paddocks, extra shedding, and

a privateriver beach, it’s perfect for hobby farming or equestrian pursuits. Just a short drive to Thames, this property karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

blends serenity and convenience. Call today! Glenn Tanner 027 486 2399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz

bayleysconz/2316097 SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
MHREALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, L ACT 2008

leys.co.
bayleys.co.nz @ airpoints-
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Puriri 150 puriri Valley Road

Rural land with stream and bush outlook 1229 1

Nestled in the heart of Puriri, this 12.29-hectare (more or less) property offers a peaceful rural haven framed by the Asking Price $1,095,000
Coromandel foothills. Backing onto native bush and divided into nine paddocks, it provides privacy, practicality, and Phone for viewing times
charm. A stream enhances its character and serves as a valuable resource. With power and council water at the Karl Davis 0508 83 83 83

boundary, the property is ready for your vision. Conveniently located near Puriri village and within easy reach of

Thames and Hauraki, it combines rural living with access to schools, shops, and recreation, making it an appealing karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

choice for those seeking balance. Robyn Cruickshank 027 308 7110
robyn.cruickshank@bayleys.co.nz
bayleys.co.n2/263°o°°4 SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

MHREALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

R T e e — . e —

Kaiaua 6 Rua One Place

Exclusive waterfront living 16450 T 4 ket 2 o3

Offering an ideal blend of lifestyle and convenience, this property covers 1645sgm (more or less) of flat land. The main Asking Price $1,395,000
dwelling, builtin 2008, this home is above 1.5m mean high water, and is designed with comfort and entertaining in Phone for viewing times
mind. The open-plan kitchen, lounge, and dining area flow seamlessly into the outdoor patio, creating panoramic Karl Davis 027 496 4633 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

views and a welcoming space for gatherings. The residence features a spacious layout with four bedrooms, a
dedicated office, and modern conveniences. The master suite includes a walk-through wardrobe and a luxurious
ensuite, while the other living spaces are designed for relaxation. Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316216

Seth Roe 027 320 6937 seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

TY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, L ACT2008

bayleys.co.n
@ airpoints* viey z
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Ngatea 386 Reservoir canal Road

Refined rural retreat with orchard charm 5000w I 3 k= 2 wd

Introducing arare gem—a property where stately elegance meets rural tranquillity. This impressive home offers the Auction (unless sold prior) 11lam, Thu 19 Dec 2024
perfect blend of classic charm and contemporary comfort. With its striking presence and beautifully appointed 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton
design, this residence is more than just a house; it’s a statement. Step inside to discover a thoughtfully designed layout View 4-4.45pm Sun 15 Dec

that caters to both relaxation and entertaining. The home features spacious open-plan living areas that flow

seamlessly from the modern kitchen into family and dining spaces, making it ideal for gatherings both large and small. Karl Davis 027 496 4633 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

Each room is bathed in natural light, with generous windows that frame the stunning rural vistas beyond. Get in touch Connor Davis 027 496 4622

today! connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
‘SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz/2316256

Paeroa 20 ryali Road

Rural living with town convenience, ho covenants! 29. 0 3 [wl

Are you wanting the privacy of the country with the convenience of town just minutes down the road? This block Asking Price $1,200,000 + GST (ifany)

could be the one you have been waiting for! Attractive and versatile in nature this property offers 29.0 hectares (more Phone for viewing times

or less) of flat, north facing land with no covenants - set your entire property to capture all day sun and the expansive Karl Davis 027 496 4633 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

views of the Kaimai ranges on offer. Whether you are wanting to shift on a tiny home and enjoy or build your dream ] !
home there is enough space to transform all of your ideas to life. The flat contour, with its fertile soils and well Sam A_"SIa'?'e 027429 5410
established pastures, provides an ideal setting for stock rearing. Call today. sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz

'SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
bayleys.co.nz/2316295

leys.co.
bayleys.co.nz @ airpoints-
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Hauraki Maori Touch wins big at nationals

TOUCH RUGBY 1 =S 1S 1S 1S
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA : !Eas =S 1E8s 1Eas =S EEsS

t was “pure joy and excite-

ment” at the Maori Touch
Nationals on December 1 in
Rotorua when a Hauraki team
won the open mixed final.

The Hauraki Maori Open
Mixed Touch Team took out
the open mixed grade in the fi-
nal match with a score of 6 - 5
against Weraroa.

Team captain Keanu May
Matafeo told The Profile it was
a suspenseful win in an over-
time drop off scenario.

But the team’s success was
clearly built on strong relation-
ships. “I think the biggest fac-
tor to our success is the chem-
istry that we have as a team on
and off the field.

“We're all local players that
grew up playing together
through secondary school and
with the Thames Valley.”

Keanu said with that came a
core crew with countless train-
ings and many tournaments
“under the teams belt”.

The next goal for the team
was to “support local” by at-
tending the Boydys Memorial = W
’rIn‘OalL%Iel,T};) ; ;‘Zia:ir.nent in Coro Hauraki Maori Open Mixed Touch Team, the Champlons of the Open Mixed ﬁnal at the Maori Touch Natlonals 2024. Photo: SIOBHAN NURI

“Hopefully we can get and advice where we can to from Pare Hauraki at the tour- home the gold is an even better McRae and Troy Hirawani, and
amongst the younger Thames help with their development.”  nament. feeling.” the team’s sponsors, Manava-
Valley teams that will be com- Team mate Deija Gray said “It’s been several years since Deija said she wanted to tion and Te Kopu Limited, for
peting and give them support it was awesome to have a team our iwi last attended so to take thank team managers Shaun their tautoko (support).

e Houses
- e Farm Sheds

e Commercial

e Garage Doors

o Auto Openers

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents
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