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By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
ree dogs, a $300 fine, one
Paeroa business owner and
two retirees are at the centre of a
three-year dispute which has be-
come very public in recent days,
prompting a petition to the dis-
trict council.

Country Dog Garden Centre
owner Donna Jamieson was is-
sued a $300 fine by the Hauraki
District Council for having her
dog off-leash in the public/busi-
ness part of her property on Au-
gust 21.

The dog in question is Daisy,
a white Maltese shih tzu, but
her German shepherds Axyl and
Xena have also faced complaints.

Donna, who lives on a large
fenced section directly behind
her garden centre, has received
multiple notices from the coun-
cil regarding her dogs since she
moved to the property in Novem-
ber, 2021.

She said the council notices
stemmed mainly from one neigh-
bour’s complaints.

“I just want to be treated fairly,
and I want my dogs to be able
to be at their home,” she said.
“We've been fined for our dog be-
ing loose on our own property.

“I'm a small business in a small
town, I've done nothing but be
kind and generous to this com-
munity and it’s a big kick in the
guts.”

Meanwhile, retirees Martin
and Margaret Raddatz, who live
across the street, said they were
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concerned about noisy and po-

tentially dangerous behaviour
from the dogs. They have com-
plained to the council about the
barking, which can be heard from
their home, but said they were
not solely to blame for the fine.

“It’'s multiple complaints, not
just us,” Margaret said.

“And the council has a proce-
dure. [But] we've witnessed so

many near misses over there. She F

doesn’t have them under con-

trol... She might think it’s per- s

sonal against her, but it’s not.”
Now, a petition from local
resident Gail Ellis has called for
council to withdraw the fine.
“We the undersigned custom-

ers think this is ridiculous,” it *

read. “We have never had any
problem with the owner’s dogs...
the dogs are well disciplined and
friendly.”

The council animal control L

team said in a statement they had
been aware of concerns about
Donna’s dogs for some time.

“There are two issues we are [

dealing with here: numerous

complaints received from multi- =

ple people about barking coming
from the premises over a nearly
three-year period, [and] three
dogs being off leash on the pub-

lic side of the business premises,” §

they said.

“In this case the dog owner was s
given the opportunity to comply, &
however after three years coun- §¥
cil has regretfully had to take ¥
enforcement action. To date the §
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Doggone mess for garden centre

CONTINUED FROM P1

dog owner has not complied with written re-
quests, and/or notices.”

Donna is currently subject to a Section 55
barking dog notice, which requires her to
keep the dogs away from the public areas of
her property and out of sight of any stimuli
that may cause them to bark. The dogs must
also wear bark collars.

Donna said the complaints began when
her dog Axyl barked at an intruder at 2am
one night and she approached the neigh-
bours with concerns about someone in their
driveway.

“It kind of escalated from there. If one of
my dogs makes any noise, there’s a call to
the council. I've been accused of the dogs
barking all night and all day, which they
don’t.

“I'm being singled out... I can’t even go
into my car park without him watching or
him yelling rude stuff across the street.

“I'm not an unreasonable person. I've
tried to be neighbourly and have an amica-
ble outcome that’s suitable for everybody.
I've just been met with hostility and swear-
ing and nastiness.”

However, the Raddatz’s said they were the
ones feeling attacked.

“I'm not a dog hater [but] they’re not un-
der control,” Margaret said.

“We have the right to complain. We have
the right to live our retirement in peace and
quiet.”

The petition had around 200 signatures on
September 13. Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

she said they had a right to walk about their
own property, and they would continue to
watch the dogs from their deck out of con-
cern that someone would eventually get
hurt.

“The dogs do approach aggressively and
bark at people, and as you saw in Thames
just the other day, a lady’s little dog got
killed by dogs, and I'm very concerned that
that’s going to eventually happen... The lit-
tle dog is lovely, the two Alsatians are lovely,
but they could act as a pack if aggravated.”

Public opinion on the matter is divided. In

the petition, which already had around 200
signatures on September 13.

“We just don't think it’s fair. We've come
in before when the dogs have been out and
they’re lovely,” one customer said.

“They're saying it’s a public place... It’s a
private business.”

A social media post, which has since been
removed, also elicited multiple comments
in support of Donna. Several commenters
were retailers who said they also had their
dogs at work with them.

“We understand that some people are
concerned about dogs. But on this occasion,
the dogs are needed. For Donna, who lives
here, it’s a bit of security,” Gail said.

“We thought if council realised that the
customers are aware of the dogs and it isn’t
a problem, [it would show] it’s being singled
out.”

Along with the fine, Donna has now been
issued with a letter from the council warning
her of formal action, including the potential
removal of her dogs, if she doesn’t comply
with the barking notice requirements.

“If for a moment I thought there was some
justification, sure, I'd do bark collars and
sure, I'd do whatever, but they’re not bark-
ing extraordinarily often,” Donna said.

“I don’t feel as safe now.

“The German shepherds were a good de-
terrent... [but] they’ve never been aggressive
to anyone at all,” Donna said.
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Brigade appoints first female deputy chief

By TERESA RAMSEY

Teresa Ludlow has been ap-
pointed the first female
Deputy Fire Chief of the Turua
Fire Brigade after responding
to the “call of the siren” for the
past 17 years.

Teresa joined the Turua bri-
gade a year after she moved to
the rural Hauraki town.

“My neighbour was in the
fire brigade and she said ‘come
on down’ so I had a look and...
nearly 17 years later I'm still
here,” she told The Profile.

Teresa, who works in
Thames, also rides with the
Thames brigade occasionally.

“I'm a cycle postie in Thames,
so when the siren goes off there
and I'm on my bike, I roar into
the station there - just filling
in when they don’t have an of-
ficer.”

Being appointed Deputy Fire
Chief “hasn’t quite sunk in yet”,
she said.

“I'm lost for words really.

“I feel absolutely privileged
and proud to be having that
rank and I think the ones that
have come before me, they did
all the groundwork with me
and put me in my place to rise
up through the ranks.”

As for being appointed the
first female Deputy Chief: “It’s
nice to get the recognition, but
I shy away from all that being
in the limelight... I'll just con-
tinue doing what I've been do-
ing”.

More women were getting in-
volved with their local fire bri-
gades, she said.
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Teresa Ludlow has been helping keep the Turua community safe for 17 years.

“I think it’s just the change
of FENZ [Fire and Emergency
New Zealand] now putting it
out there, promoting it. Anyone
can do it - it’s not just a male
oriented thing anymore, any-
body can do it, all walks of life.

“It’s for everybody, like I tell

my brigade: we’re here for one
reason, to serve our community
and keep our community safe.
“So if you're willing to put the
time into obtaining these skills,
we can protect our community.”
Teresa said the camaraderie
at the brigade enabled her to
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make many friends both within
and outside the fire service.

“It’s the people around us and
the call of the siren - [the adren-
aline] still kicks in after all these
years,” she said.

Teresa is officer in charge of
the Turua station under Miles

Shelley, who is Chief Fire Of-
ficer of both Turua and Ngatea
stations.

“Without his support and
for him to say ‘you can do it’, I
don’t think could’ve done it, so
Miles Shelley is just a champi-
on. He’s driven us.

“We lost quite a few high-
ranking members quite quickly
and I believe it’s him that’s kept
the Turua brigade open and go-
ing.

The brigade now had a suc-
cession plan in place to support
those coming up through the
ranks in case members stepped
down or moved away, she said.

The Turua brigade has one
fire truck and just 10 members
who responded mainly to mo-
tor vehicle accidents, medical
events, and a lot of scrub fires
during summer, she said.

“We’re only little so we don’t
have as many calls as what
Thames or Ngatea would have.”

The Turua brigade members
were all volunteers and the
fire station struggled to find
enough members for events
during the day, as six members
were needed to mobilise the
fire appliance, she said.

“Most of our members actu-
ally work outside of Turua and
we sometimes cannot get the
appliance out the door.

“We are always looking for

members.”
DETAILS: To find out more about
the Turua Brigade or volunteer-
ing, Ph 07 867 5013, 0204 022
8412 or turn up to training at the
Turua station on Wednesdays at
7pm.
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Commemorations
by the sea

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
he annual commemoration
of the Battle of Britain was
held at Thames Sailing Club in
Tararu on September 15.

The event was to honour
Thames-born Sir Keith Park
and others who fought in the
Battle of Britain 84 years ago
during World War II.

Sir Keith’s grand-niece,
Lesley Park, was present for
the event, along with sculp-
tor Joanne Sullivan, who was
commissioned to create a
bronze statue of Sir Keith for
display at Thames Airfield.

The attendees heard from
the Royal Navy Commander
Richard Greenwood-Bell rep-
resenting the British High
Commission, Royal NZ Air
Force Group Captain Mike
Cannon, retired Captain Rus-

sell Skeet, and Sir Keith Park
Memorial Airfield trust chair
Geoff Furkert, along with
Thames Coromandel Mayor
Len Salt and Coromandel MP
Scott Simpson.

Commander Greenwood-Bell
said Sir Keith was more often
remembered in the United
Kingdom for his leadership
qualities, rather than his role
a]s an unsung hero of the bat-
tle.

“He intuitively understood
that leaders must be seen... to
be prepared to do what they
asked others to do,” he said.

Group Captain Cannon
agreed, saying he thought Sir
Keith was an example of a man
who should be held up as a
role model for the next genera-

tion. a
Journaliam
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Cadets stand to attention as the retreat is sounded.

Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Royal NZ Air Force Group Captain
Mike Cannon.

RN Commander Richard Greenwood-Bell from the British High Commission,

-
The Thames Air Cadets flank the room for the ceremony. front, with retired Captain Russell Skeet, who led the proceedings.

Geoff Furkert speaks to the crowd.
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Funding needed for Valley youth to thrive

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The Living Well Trust won't let
a lack of funding be a barrier
to its work supporting the youth of
Thames and Paeroa.

The trust has set up a Givealit-
tle campaign to raise $10,000
for its ongoing resilience and
confidence-building programmes.
Youth and family programmes di-
rector Michael Wilkes said he was
hopeful the trust would be able to
continue offering the initiatives.

“Every year we need money,
that’s just the nature of charity,”
he said.

“We don’t get any government
funding and everything’s funded
throug% either individual dona-
tions, [which] probably make up
25 per cent of our costs, and then
the rest is all through fundraising.

“But I always want what we do
to be available to everyone, and
as soon as we start putting fees
on stuff, you'll have some schools
that can afford to and others that
won'’t.”

Since the trust began its out-
reach work in Thames in 2016, it
has worked with more than 300
students each year.

At the primary level, the trust
takes its adventure-based pro-
grammes, Res-Kids and Thrive,
into local schools to work with 11-
and 12-year-old students on re-
silience, confidence-building and
relationship-strengthening  skills
to prepare them for the challenges
of high school and teenagedom.

This year, it has also begun a pi-
lot programme at Paeroa College,
which Michael hoped would even-

of youth in Thames and Paeroa.
tually be rolled out to other high
schools.

Rather than structured pro-
grammes, the pilot involves youth
workers who “linger with intent”,
building rapport and offering
support to individual students on
campus on an as-needed basis.

Additional community support,
such as information for whanau

Living Well Trust’s Michael Wilkes, centre, says funding is needed to continue boosting the confidence and resilience

and training for school staff, is also
on offer at the trust.

Michael said the programmes
were all about equipping kids with
the skills and language they need-
ed to tackle hard thoughts and
tough life transitions.

“The kids that are quiet and
reserved, they internalise eve-
rything. [For] our original pro-

Photo: SUPPLIED

gramme called Res-Kids, that was
the target,” Michael said.

“These are the kids who, when
things get real tough, because they
haven’t learnt to share what’s go-
ing on and offload, they’re the ones
more likely to end up [in trouble].
The hope’s always been to see
those statistics reduced through
the work that we do.”

But the programmes had ben-
efits for all children, Michael said,
and most of them simply needed a
little support.

“When someone actually be-
lieves that they’re worth it, and
when they believe that they've got
something to give the world, you
see kids realise, ‘actually, I am
worth it and I am valuable’.”

From the beginning, Michael
said he had seen a huge difference
in the kids involved.

“You get parents mentioning
that their kids are actually talking
to them at home now... teachers
will see certain students may start
to engage a lot more in class,” he
said.

“One parent shared that her
kid’s moving into high school this
year, she said it’s incredible how
n%uch she’s matured off the back
ofit.”

Many of the kids also said they
felt an increased sense of connec-
tion and trust with their peers, Mi-
chael said.

“There’s a kid I can think of
who, in primary school, he was
a rascal... just getting into fights
with a particular other student,”
he said.

“So I took them into the bush.
We made some bread, cooked
it over a fire... I got them hang-
ing out regularly. The whole idea
was just that we were building
common ground, common inter-
est between them. They became
mates.”

Details: Go to: givedlittle.co.nz/
cause/thriving-youth for more info.
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Onam harvest festival celebrated

The spirit of Kerala, a southern
state of India, came alive in
Thames recently as the Malayali
community gathered at Thames
Civic Centre to celebrate Onam.

The traditional harvest festival
event was a vibrant mix of cultural
performances, traditional games
and mouth watering feasts, bring-
ing together hundreds of Thames
Malayalis.

The festivities began with the
traditional pookkalam (floral
carpet) arranged by commu-
nity members, symbolising the
welcoming of the mythical king
Mahabali. A variety of cultural
performances followed, includ-
ing Thiruvathira, a classical dance
performed by women dressed up
in special Kerala attire. The high-
light of the event was the grand
Onam Sadya, a traditional veg-
etation feast. The event included a
variety of games including Vadam
Vali (tug-of-war), which added to
the festive spirit, bringing joy and
excitement to both participants
and onlookers.

The Onam celebrations provid-
ed an opportunity for generations
of Malayalis living in New Zealand
to reconnect with their roots while
sharing the essence of Kerala her-
itage with a global audience.

Thames Malayalis recently celebrated Onam, a traditional harvest festival,

which began with the traditional pookkalam, left.

Photos: SUPPLIED

Exhibition for Paeroa artist

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

en Robyn Wilson has an
idea about a piece of art she
wants to create, she can’t ignore it.

“If T leave it [for] two or three
days it drives me nuts. I have to go
and do it,” she said.

The Paeroa-based artist makes
paintings, pottery, scarfs, jewel-
lery, ceramics and cushions.

For the month of September,
the community is invited to see
Robyn’s artwork exhibited in the
Crosby Gallery at the Paeroa Arts
Centre.

“At the moment we’re open from
11 to 3, when the flags are out.”

Robyn said she’d never had any
official training for her creating -
“alot of it, I'll just pick up”. How-
ever, she had taken part in the odd
course, she said.

“I'm just a very lucky person. I
see how something’s made and I

candoit.”

Robyn’s method for creating
was “run by my brain”.

Ideas would come to her in the
middle of the night, she said, “and
I'll just start creating”.

But her reason for making art
was “I just enjoy it”.

“And I also like repurposing
stuff. If T see something [and] I
don’t want it to go to rubbish, I'll
repurpose it into something else.

“T get a big kick out of it”.

For people interested in get-

ting involved in the arts, there is a
painting group and pottery group
who meet together on Tuesday
mornings at the Paeroa Arts Cen-
tre.
DETAILS: To find out more about the
groups, or to check out Robyn’s art
exhibition, visit the Paeroa Arts Cen-
tre at 109 Normanby Rd, Paeroa, or
check out the Paeroa Society of Arts
on Facebook.

Robyn Wilson’s art is on display during September. Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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2017 Nissan Qashgqai Ti
Auto, 2WD, 42Kms, NZ New
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2008 Mazda Demio
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It

$5,990
2011 Holden Barina
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Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981
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2009 Mercedes Benz E300
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2006 Mercedes Benz B170

Auto, Low Kms

Toyota Spacio
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No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Seagull grants seed community projects

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Several community groups
and organisations were cel-
ebrated at the Thames Seagull
Centre’s community grants cel-
ebration on September 10.

A total of 28 grants of be-
tween $250 and $1000 were
handed out for community-fo-
cused projects across Hauraki
and the Coromandel Peninsula.

In total, the trust gave out just
over $20,000. The projects in-
cluded planting andp gardening
initiatives, sewing workshops,
pest control, equipment, and
social research.

Seagull Centre Trust chair
Ian Coatsworth said the trust
had only planned on awarding
20 grants.

“The calibre of the applica-
tions... we can’t not give them
anything, you know?”

Among this year’s grant re-
cipients were several school
groups. Kerepehi School’s Pip-
pi, aged 7, and Ngataierua, 6,
presented their plan for a sen-
sory and mara hupara garden
space at the school.

“We’ve got a sensory garden
slash traditional Maori gar-
den,” their teacher said.

“It’s going to be like a play-
ground, but all natural things
like big logs, big boulders. Lots
of stuff from the environment.”

Also present were 11-year-old
Pippa and Storm, and eight-
year-old Jacob, from Parawai
School. Their school envi-
rogroup had plans to develop
a wheelchair-accessible raised

garden.

“We realised that [fellow stu-
dent] Lucas and other members
of our community, they can look
at our gardens, they can smell
our gardens, but they can’t be
interactive,” they said.

“So, we decided, wouldn’t it be
cool to have a wheelchair access
garden.”

The Seagull Centre’s commu-
nity waste educator Lucci Hen-
nah said the trust was always
happy to support projects that
had a positive effect on the com-
munity.

“We had 35 applicants this

SEAGULLS DROP OFFS HERE
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Grant recipients gather at the Seagull Centre, which has allocated more than $20,000 in grants.

year, all with some really, really
awesome projects,” she said.
“[There was] lots of growth
from our tamariki in regards to
gardens, which was awesome.
“Next year I want to look at
the United Nations sustain-
ability goals and get community
groups to see how they’re meet-
ing those standards as well so
that we can show on a big pic-
ture level, how it connects to
everybody.”
Grant recipients: Pauanui Lakes
Resort, native flora planting; Col-
ville Junction, pest trap; Thames
South School, native planting;
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Netherton School, fruit trees;
Thames Coast Kiwi Care, winch for
vehicle; Pdriri School, mulch and
garden equipment; Barnardos Tu-
rua, raised garden beds and rain-
water collection; Thames Moun-
tain Bike Club, pest traps; Hikutaia
Hall, table and kitchenware; Sa-
rah Elyse, community sewing ma-
chines; Stepping Out Hauraki, gar-
den beds and fruit trees; Thames
High School, hangi equipment; Te
Mata Jasmine Death Squad, weed
spray; Predator Free Pauanui,
pest traps; Matatoki School, na-
tive plants and soil; Tairua School,
worm farm and recycling bins;

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Central Kids Thames, excursion
equipment; Kerepéhi School, gar-
den structures and plants; Turua
Domain Irrigation Project, pump
shed; Thames Scout Group, over-
night packs; Whitianga Bike Park,
native trees; Hue Kotahi, garden
supplies; Pest Free Tairua, pest
traps; Moanataiari School (two
projects), bokoshi and recycling
bins, chook project; Whakaora,
research funding; Central Kids
Ngatea, compost tumbler and pa-
taka shed.

Fez zrlzmm
Joumalizm

TAYLOR

i o pm

e e

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,
TPO Enviroclad - Buty! « Epiclad « Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277

EML: davetaylorroofing@gmail.com
WWW: davetaylorroofing.co.nz
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| RED FOX

Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz
Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

COME HAVE A DRINK
& ABITE TO EAT AT
YOUR OLD LOCAL!

GAMING | BOTTLE STORE |

NEW BEER GARDEN COMING SOON |

DON'T FORGET TO BOOK YOUR
CHRISTMAS EVENT WITH US

b

along for raffles,

food, drinks, activities & prizes!

Si'l 2 MARAMARUA WAIKATO, 2471 | 09 232 5829 | §) @ THEREDFOXTAVERN

Ph:07 862 9090
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Three marriages celebrated in Miranda woolshed

THE 011 ST

V1ntage Valley News

= B

As part ofa Valley Proﬁle series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1950

A t Miranda, residents enjoyed
n evening’s fun in a manner
reminiscent of the good times of
earlier days when entertainment
wasn’t dependent on an expensive
band and a big polished hall.

Starting out in a number of cars
they travelled Miranda’s quiet
roads first arriving at the home of
the Perry family where they ser-
enaded the occupants with bag-
pipes, the blowing of car horns
and the beating of tin cans.

This was to tin-can a newly
married couple, Mrs Shirley Cart-
er (nee Perry) and Mr Carter, who
were laughingly invited to make
haste to Mr Eddowes’ woolshed.

Then the revellers paid a similar
call with the accompanying clam-
our to the home of another recent
bride and groom, Mr and Mrs lan
Hastings, who were also asked to
go to the woolshed.

On the road again the mer-
rymakers went to the home of
the Miranda schoolmaster, Mr
Peter Winks, who had also taken
himself a wife and they too arrived
in quick time in response to the
urgent invitation to the woolshed.

Roadside view near Miranda, looking towards the Firth of Thames, 1950.

There the three young couples
found the community gathered in
force to welcome them and a very
jolly evening was spent with danc-
ing games and cards.

Allan Lane played dance music
on the piano, with several willing
assistants helping on a piano ac-
cordion and there were also sever-
al vocal solos. So popular was the
party that it went on into the “wee
small hours.”

Meanwhile, not everyone could
sit on a nest of wasps without very
unpleasant consequences, but Mr
H E Harden was fortunate indeed
when, near his residence in Wara-
hoe Rd, Matatoki, he suddenly
discovered that he was doing just
that. Mr Harden was, at the time of
getting one of life’s surprises, sit-
ting on the side of the road playing
with his grandson. The nest was of
European wasps and many such

nests had the year before been
found at Matatoki. It was the time
of the year when wasps began their
work of destruction and steps were
being taken to combat the pest.
Large quantities of DDT had pre-
viously been sent out for the eradi-
cation of nests in Turua, Hikutaia,
Mangatarata and Whangamata.
Over in Waihi, seven people
were injured when a Railway
Road Services bus carrying about
35 workers from Waihi to Waihi
Beach left the road and struck the
side of a cutting. Three were ad-
mitted to the Waihi Public Hospi-
tal. It was believed that a blow-out
caused the bus to swerve to the
left-hand side of the road, where
the front wheels were forced into
a ditch. The bus slid along the
side of the ditch for 150ft before
finally ploughing into the wall of
the cutting. All the passengers

Photo: SUPPLIED

were thrown violently forward and
the seats were wrenched from the
floor.

On the Thames Coast, after what
seemed like a fruitless search (it
lasted for two hours) for a patch
of unclaimed shade on one of
the beaches between Tararu and
Tapu, an Auckland picnic party fi-
nally found a deserted pohutukawa
tree some distance past Te Puru,
and settled down to what they
hoped would be a peaceful day by
the sea. Hardly had they spread
their rug and commenced to eat
their lunch, however, when a large
modern car drove past and a beer
bottle was hurled from the window
to smash on the rocks below. Had
the bottle been thrown a second
or two sooner it would either have
struck one of the picnickers or else
the broken glass would have been
scattered amongst them all.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. The bands Heart, Soundgar-
den, Nirvana, Pearl Jam and the
Foo Fighters all formed in which
US city?

2. The cartoon mascots of the
cereal Rice Bubbles are known as
Snap, Crackle and what?

3. Which Australian city’s name
is a combination of the names
Homer and Bart?

4. True or false? The term artery
comes from Latin artéria, which
usually referred to the windpipe.
5. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, crea-
tor of the Sherlock Holmes char-
acter, died in which century? a)
18th, b) 19th or c) 20th?

6. What colour is the liquid in a
classic Red Bull energy drink?

7. The abbreviation PTO, the

US equivalent of annual leave,
stands for what?

8. Which country eats the most
pasta per capita? a) Italy, b) Unit-
ed Kingdom or c¢) United States?
9. New Zealand’s only native land
mammals are three species of
what type of creature?

10. Falchions, scimitars and sa-
bres are all examples of what?
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Health Shuttle service.

With the rising cost of fuel and the pressure on other household
expenses, it makes sense for people to utilise the Health Shuttle
service to go to their medical appointments. There is no charge for
this; simply contribute a donation or koha as you can. Getting to your
appointments is a priority for good health outcomes and the service
is supported by our community for the benefit of our community.

Our Thames Health Shuttle service is available to anyone in the
Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea wider communities (including Kaiaua) for
transport to attend any kind of health related appointment in those
towns, or to any hospital appointment locally or inter-regionally
including Hamilton, Auckland and Tauranga localities. Patients can
have their own support person accompany them if required.

For Health Shuttle bookings: phone us on (07) 868 0567 or

Hato Hone
St John

0800 934 287 and discuss your needs with us.

Vacancies.

A core part for this service are our volunteer drivers who drive the
shuttles. When we have vacancies, it makes it a little harder for us to
deliver and meet everyones needs or expectations. We currently
have some vacancies so if you want to find out more information
on being a volunteer driver give us a call on 0800 934 287 or

email hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

Hato Hone St John - local people helping meet the needs of

our community

NEW IN STOCK
are Levi’s 505 regular
utility short in black, for
work or casual $99.95.
Jeans, shirts and tees

available as well.

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056
www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Snowden’s

- MENSWEAR - |i

£

Insight Legal

PRACTICAL | AFFORDABLE | LOCAL

GRAHAM O’BRIEN
Council Building, Ngatea
P:(07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz
——

Trade

Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

Contact us today:
admin@readbros.co.nz

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
¢ Key Cutting * Sharpening
¢ Wire Rope Swaging * Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames

www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608
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St John cadets claim top spot at district comp

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

t was teamwork, focus and

“quick thinking” that re-
sulted in a group win for four
Thames Valley St John Cadets.

A group of students marched
their way to first place in the
Senior Drill team and Inspec-
tion at the Hauraki/Coro-
mandel District St John Ca-
dets competition on August 4,
which was held at The Gold-
mine Experience in Thames.

Hauraki Plains College stu-
dent Kiarna Bergersen and
Thames High School students
Lexi Thomas, Skyla Swindells
and Eli Lester made up the
team of four who swept up the
competition.

Hauraki Plains year 9 stu-
dent Kiarna Bergersen told
The Profile she was “over the
moon” when she found out her
team had won.

The thing Kiarna said she
enjoyed most about being part
of a drill team was working to-
gether and their quick think-
ing.

Being involved in St John
was “a passion I always had”
from a young age, Kiarna said.

“[1t] may have stemmed from
my parents being involved in
search and rescue and aviation.

“My passion is still as strong
as it was, as I hope to go into
a medical related career,” she
said.

Kiarna’s advice for other stu-
dents interested in being a St
John cadet was: “I definitely
recommend joining”.

“Not only do you learn some

The winning team from left: Skyla Swindells, Eli Lester, Kiarna Bergersen and Lexi Thomas.

valuable skills, but you’ll also
meet people, make friends from
across the region and have the
opportunity to attend camps,
leadership courses, competi-
tions and inter-divisional ac-
tivities.”

Across the Valley, Thames
High year 9 student Lexi Thom-
as’ advice was “if you want to
join, just find your local cadet

group”.

Just go in, have a trial and see
how you like it, she said.

“It’s not too bad on a CV ei-
ther.”

For the competition, there
was a part where the cadets
needed to test out their skills
and techniques on pretend pa-
tients.

Lexi said one of the challeng-
es was that the patients were
really good at acting “and that

Photo: SUPPLIED

could be a struggle at times”.
Lexi, who wants to be a nurse
one day, said she’d like to “get
all the knowledge I can” be-
cause it will help in her career.
But the thing Lexi enjoyed
most about being part of St
John was the experiences and
the friendships, she said.
“All four of us have got a con-
nection.”
Fellow

team mate and

Thames High year 10 student
Skyla Swindells said the most
memorable moment for her
was “just how shocked” people
were that the group came first.

Skyla said she heard how sur-
prised their regional manager
was from the audience too.

Team members Skyla, Lexi
and Kiarna had all been in-
volved with cadets for around
eight years, Skyla said.

Meanwhile, Thames High
year 10 student Eli Lester said
he had only been involved in
cadets for two years.

Eli had a few ties to cadets
with his little brother who had
just joined, and an uncle who
used to be involved too and
was the youngest cadet to earn
his Grand Prior Award, he said.

The Grand Prior Award is the
ultimate Award for St John Ca-
dets to obtain.

Eli, who was also the team
leader, said the group was
“pretty decent friends in real
life”. The main thing Eli want-
ed to get out of St John was
first aid knowledge, he said.

“If T didn’t do St John, I
would not really know what to
do if someone just passed out
in front of me - but now I do.”

If something happens to
someone, “then I can help
them in some way”, Eli said.

His advice for students who
wanted to join cadets was “just
doit”.

“I'wanted to do it for a couple
of years, but I held off,” he said.

“If you even think about do-
ing it, just do it... It’s been re-
ally fun.”
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‘No evidence of culpablhty for sediment discharge

n investigation into the dis-

harge of orange sediment
into the Ohinemuri River is in
its final stages, with no clear ev-
idence of culpability other than
it being the result of mining
activities from more than 100
years ago, Waikato Regional
Council says.

Council regional compliance
manager Patrick Lynch said
there was no evidence of any
manmade structures in front of
the mine entrance that would
have caused the buildup of the
sediment inside, which dis-
charged during an event on Au-
gust 23.

The sediment discharged
from a mine entrance associat-
ed with the Comstock Low Level
Drive, an exploratory mine that
was mined between 1896 and
the early 1900s, which never
proved profitable, council said.

“There’s a tideline inside the
drive that shows the sediment
had built up to a depth of about
96 centimetres,” Mr Lynch said.

“The mine entrance is in the
face of a steep bank that drops
away to the Nohopane Stream,
and this entrance has over the
years become overgrown and
covered with branches and foli-
age.

“This vegetation created a
natural dam effect, enabling

&7

sediment.

side. It appears that gravity and
the weight of the sediment has
overcome the strength of the
natural barrier, causing the dis-
charge into the stream and then

the build-up of sediment in- into the Ohinemuri River.”

The Ohinemuri River turned bright orange on August 23 when an old mine discharged years of built-up .

On September 6, Waikato Re-
gional staff met with stakehold-
ers to brief them on their inves-
tigation.

The meeting was attended
by representatives of Hauraki

File Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

iwi, staff from Hauraki Dis-
trict Council, the Department
of Conservation and Ministry
for the Environment, Waikato
regional and Hauraki district

Watchdog of Hauraki.

Mr Lynch said the purpose
of the briefing was to generate
conversations about “where
to from here”, with Waikato
Regional Council committing
to provide ongoing support
through environmental moni-
toring to help provide informa-
tion about the impacts of the
event.

The council tested for 30
heavy metals and cyanide in all
water and sediment samples
taken. A solid sediment sample
taken from the streambank and
from the mine outlet showed
very high arsenic levels that
would pose a human health risk
if ingested.

“This sediment is still in
the Nohopane Stream and
has settled along parts of the
Ohinemuri River,” Mr Lynch
said. “We continue to urge peo-
ple to avoid contact with this
sediment, which is bright or-
ange in colour due to high iron.”

The sediment could pose
longer term risk to aquatic or-
ganisms where it has accumu-
lated. Initial results from water
monitoring in the Ohinemuri
River also showed elevated ar-
senic levels from suspended
sediments (unfiltered water
samples), however, all levels
were back to normal by the

councillors, and Coromandel Monday following the incident.

Hydraulink rpia
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See us for all your hose repairs

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
* Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Oils

* Ram repairs & servicing
* General Engineering
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» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire
» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc
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» Suppliers of Hay Silage &
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T & A MCWATTERS LTD
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14C Kopu Road
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www.almotorcycles.co.nz
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The Great Matuku Muster a call to action

New Zealanders are being
urged to take action for nature
by joining The Great Matuku
Muster.

An advocacy and education
project involving the Bittern
Conservation Trust, Love Bit-
tern and Department of Con-
servation (DOC), the Great
Matuku Muster calls on peo-
ple to listen for the “boom”

r “whoomp” sound made by
male matuku-hiirepo/Austral-
asian bittern in spring.

Shy and elusive, matuku-
hiirepo are classified as “threat-
ened — nationally critical”, with
an estimated New Zealand
population of less than 1000
individual birds. Their habitat
is generally wetlands, where
they are seen as an indicator of
wetland health.

Wendy Ambury of Love Bit-
tern said muster events were
one day each month between
September November, for up
to an hour from sunset.

The muster is supported a
series of workshops around
New Zealand help people learn
more about the cryptic species
and know what to listen for.

“We're keen to have volun-
teers around the country sit-
ting somewhere safe on the
outskirts of their local wetland
to record male matuku-hiirepo
booming.

Shy and eluswe, matuku- -hiirepo are classified as “threatened — nationally crmcal" with an estimated

New Zealand population of less than 1000 individual birds.

“Volunteers are supported
in most cases by regional coor-
dinators who can help qualify
and assign listening spots to
optimise their reach.

“This may just be the best
chance New Zealanders have of

seeing or hearing a matuku in
their lifetime.”

Bittern Conservation Trust
spokesman John Sumich said
only a large landscape scale
monitoring activity can give an
accurate idea of the matuku-

Photo: COLIN O’'DONNELL

bittern population. The birds
are highly mobile and if the
count is not done at the same
time across the country, some
birds may be counted twice.
“The Great Matuku Muster is
a great event but its maximum

usefulness, as with all monitor-
1ng, is with future repetition.

“It is really gratifying to see
an initial community-initiated
exercise supported by DOC
and other agencies.”

Henry Caley, a DOC Sci-
ence Advisor who specializes
in matuku-hurepo, said the
birds faced a range of threats
— including habitat loss, intro-
duced predators and distur-
bance.

DOC is practicing methods
for monitoring bittern and
their calls, and staff involved
in that work welcomed the
chance to involve communities
in expanding matuku-hurepo
surveys.

“The global population of
these remarkable birds con-
tinues to decline, so The Great
Matuku Muster is hugely valu-
able in raising awareness of
their plight and presents a
method to do our largest popu-
lation counts to date.

“Long-term repeated annual
surveys will be very informa-
tive for the management and
protection of this species.”
DETAILS: Visit www.lovebittern.
com. contact Wendy at lovebit-
tern@gmail.com or the Bittern
Conservation Trust at bittern-
conservation@gmail.com for
more information on The Great
Matuku Muster.
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How's this offer we've lined up?

Buy any Toyota Certified and get

4 YEARS - 4YEARS - 4YEARS + 5 YEARS

Warranty AA Roadservice Free WOF checks  Hybrid Battery Warranty
{as standard)

e & &
Hey Toyota, & % U =

line me up a deal

o Valley Toyota Thames
Q Toyota Certified YOV,
on a Used car') Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
.
Oh‘ ailable between 1July 2024 an d31D emb 2024 o Tthtdehl purchased from an Authori dTytDl TtlTthtdeth ly @ Toyota
o f r4yea /160000kmf m vehicle dt whicheve rs firsf T tal Toyota Certified Hybri dB tery Warranty oversforSyearsfrom h e pur h e date
tlth domet aches 160000km wh h s first. Bo thwarr nties exclude High Use vehicles. Warranty, Roa d ide Assistance and WOF terms, conditio d Certified
e s apply. Se Tyt z for further frmt

Toyota Toyota Toyota Toyota
Prius Alpha Corolla Sport Latest Prius

Toyota
RAV 4

Valley Toyota Thames Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa

www.valley.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 868 8950 www.richards.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 862 7674
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929 Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

Toyota
Yaris Cross

Contact - Kent Ravenhill ¢ 027 878 0642
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A Father’s Day surprise

By MICHAEL WILKES

is  Father’s
- Day just gone,
3 my daughter
ran up to me at
i church. “Dad,

Dad, can I go have a play date.” I
looked her and without thinking
responded. “No, it’s Father’s Day.
We are going to hang out this af-
ternoon and go for an adventure!”
“Oh yay,” she replied, running
off in excitement. My wife looked
at me sideways. I had no plan, and
we had not discussed one. What
we had discussed was getting out
more with the kids. So, by the

time we pulled into the driveway

that afternoon I declared: “We are

going to take the whole family ab-

(siqging!” And that is just what we
id.

Everyone had a stunning time,
my older two bossed the abseil,
my youngest went to the halfway
point strapped to my back, and the
next up cautiously looked over the
edge and declared, “T'll do it when
Iam five.”

As everyone worked their way
down the trail and I was left to
pack up and catch up, I got reflect-
ing. Sometimes we can find our-
selves falling into the trap of giving
gifts to win the affections of our

but for most the feeling is fleeting.

But creating memories. Now
that is something that can last
forever. They become points of
connection and conversation for
years to come. They become mo-
ments captured in time that teach
our kids lessons about life that can
ring true for years to come.

So often the temptation is to
chill at home, sit back and enjoy
a coffee, and let the kids play on
their devices.

But as we step into spring and
celebrate the longer and warmer
days approaching, why not look
for the opportunity to create mem-
ories with your loved ones that will
last a lifetime?

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring
and resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of
this work is funded outside of schools and
it becoming increasingly challenging in the
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

Kaimai Distillery Iaunches

kids and loved ones. Gifts are nice,

e ™

world first sugar—free liqueurs

he world’s first sugar-free liqueurs

range has just been released by
the award-winning Kaimai Distillery
team.

Head distiller Wayne Chowles and
Co-distiller Leah James designed the
Oracle Liqueurs range to provide a
healthier alternative for the creation
of cocktails.

All of the liqueurs, available at
Waikino Hotel, are dairy free, fat
free, keto friendly, low to no carbs
and sugar-free.

“They’re perfect whether you're a
health warrior, gluten-free guru, keto
champion, or just on a health kick,”
Leah says.

“We’ve compromised on sugar, not
flavour, so people can enjoy their fa-
vourite cocktail creation, guilt free.”

Wayne says the development has
been over a year in the making.

“With 11 flavours to choose from
our Oracle Liqueurs are perfectly
designed for people to make their
favourite cocktails or they can be en-
joyed on their own, over ice.”

Flavours include raspberry, coco-
nut, strawberry, lime, pineapple, cof-
fee, chocolate, Irish créeme, orange,
black forest and hazelnut.

Within a week of the release Kai-
mai Distillery picked up two med-
als in the 2024 New Zealand Spirit
Awards; a silver medal for their Ora-
cle Sugar Free Irish Cream Liqueur
and a bronze for their Oracle Sugar

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

747 N

WAIKIND HOTEL

BiR § KITCHEN

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history
offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Fliza’s Llaim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge

Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 « E: info@waikinohotel.nz

Free Hazelnut Liqueur.
“We knew we were on to some-
thing pretty special with this range,”

Kaimai Distillery owner and head distiller Wayne Chowles and co-distiller
Leah James sample one of the new Oracle Liqueurs range.

Photo: SUPPLIED

makes the hard work all worth-
while.”
DETAILS: Find out more about this ex-

¥ article-about your

THE AVIATOR

[ Food | Simulators | Events | Drinks ]

whana theaviator.eo.nz
THURS, FRI, SAT & SUN  1{olDAM - S:00PM
TS Ballen Stroel, Thamses 021 6458 699

Join our monthly
Foodies page
nd receive a feature

d business and

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

Leah says. citing range at www.oracleliqueurs. nlkki@va"eyp rOfile_CO_nZ
“Industry awards recognition co.nz.
@ CHEES] ?
BARN
.Y feaea L
BYO Café.

Gifts.

Matatoki,

Cheese Factory.

Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Ph 07 868 1284

www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
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SPORTS REPORTS

Send your sports reports and photos to

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

TV RUGBY

Swampies win try fest in Ruatoria
Tighthead Ted Match Report for
Saturday, September 14.

Fourteen tries, 12 conversions
and three penalties. There’s no
way you can say the crowd didn’t
get their money’s worth as the
Swamp Foxes beat Ngati Porou
East Coast (NPEC) on their home
patch of Ruatoria.

It was a genuine ding dong battle
as Valley threatened to put the
game away numerous times, be-
fore the Coasters would feast off
mistakes and claw their way back
into the match.

Certainly something for the Val-
ley’s big brains in the coaching
box to work on over the week, be-
fore they host Buller next week at
Whangamata.

A 15-3 lead was turned around to
a 15-17 deficit in a nine minute
scoring burst from the sky blues,
and with the match sewn up at
60-31 with 15 minutes to go, two
tries to the home side saw the fi-
nal score 60-45. A few dodgy exits
from kickoffs, not taking the ball
cleanly, kicking the ball out on the
full, and basic errors kept letting
NPEC back into the hunt for the
Heartland points. But the Valley
had enough firepower to keep
ahead of the eightball and bank
the win.

Not to say there wasn’t plenty of
good play from Thames Valley,
there must have been, you don’t
score 60 points by accident! Once
again the scrum was dominant,
props Will Martin and Te Huia Ku-
tia leading the way like a couple
of supercharged D8 bulldozers.
Kutia and Martin also prominent
in the fringe defence and tireless
in carting the ball forward.

-Ilhr'
| 23

INICLIFFE

NISSAN

Tayne Tupia, who was on for the
injured Finn McCall, was also a
human wrecking ball on defence,
jackal hungry, and capped his
game with a five pointer, he cer-
tainly starting to hit his straps af-
ter an injury-plagued club season.
Another forward try scorer, cap-
tain Matty Axtens had a massive
game, leading from the front, the
bloke is a perpetual motion ma-
chine that just never stops for 80
minutes. The lineout again oper-
ated well, earned a penalty try,
and was the starting point in three
other tries, with twin towers Cam

Dromgool and the man tougher
than a 10 minute steak, Connor
McVerry, the reliable targets.
Fletcher Morgan is starting to
look comfortable at centre, and
was into everything like a kid in a
lolly shop, and his break and kick
through for debutant Zack Coffey
to score was poetry in motion, if
the Valley can get more ball to the
big fella in full flight more often it
could wreak havoc on opposing
defense lines.

Jake O’Connor added plenty of zip
when he hit the field, his clear-
ance from the base of the rucks

NIST

was sharp and accurate, he’s rap-
idly becoming a super sub, lifting
the team late in the game.
Speaking of the bench, regular
starters Oneone Faafou and Lau-
lea Mau both added more punch
than Mike Tyson when they hit the
field.

One Faafau tackle looked like an
out of control Khaibar missile
when he levelled the ball carrier.
More selection problems for the
boffins next week, as 10 into eight
just doesn’t doesn’t go. Tighthead
expects his selection suggestion of
just putting more forwards on the

LEFT: the Swamp Foxes beat Ngati
Porou East Coast on their home
patch of Ruatoria.
ABOVE: Thames Valley U19 Boys
beat East Coast 29-5.

Photos: SUPPLIED/TVRFU

field to start with once again will
be ignored!

East Coast 45 (6 tries; 6 conver-
sions; penalty), lost to Thames
Valley 60 (A Thrupp, | Seiuli, M
Axtens, T Tupia, L Neels, T Doolan
Z Coffey tries; Q Collard 6 conver-
sions, 2 penalties; penalty try).
Meanwhile, the Vixens put in a
hearty last performance as they
go down to Counties Manukau
Development 22-48. And con-
gratulations to Thames Valley U19
Boys who beat East Coast 29-5 in
Round 2 of the Northern Regions
Tama Ora Competition.

The Thames team attended the helloworld Travel conference and Gala awards event in
Auckland last weekend and had a fantastic time connecting with other helloworld
members, upskilling with our travel suppliers & celebrating our years success. They were
amazing achievements for the store, but for Jo, who took out the number 1 spot in the
country for Top Travel Professional-Owner, it was a goal she dreamed of achieving.

@)

CHAMPIONSHIP

2024

BUNNINGS
WAREHOUSE

HEARTLAND

Saturday 21st September at Whangamata

12.00pm

The Silver Foxes v Waikato

The accomplishments as a small but incredible team made up of Jo, Jen, Kylee, Dee and
Ash (currently in Europe) are amazing. We are honoured to have received these 5 awards.

Top Travel Professional Owner for New Zealand - Jo Robinson
Platinum Outstanding Success in Sales - Jo Robinson

Diamond Outstanding Success in Sales - Jen Steen

Golden Rookie Outstanding success in Sales - Ashleigh Harrison
Cash Passport Top Store - helloworld Travel Thames

“These are top awards and I'm SO proud of the ladies for all their hard work.
And of course these awards wouldn't be possible without our loyal customers. We want [ _-'.1

to thank you all for supporting us and trusting in us. We appreciate you all “- Jo (Owner)

Helloworld Travel Thames

{3} 642 Pollen street, Thames (4 07 868 9260 ]}elhwmd

. helloworld.co.nz/thames

oy et

TRAVEL

THE TRAYEL PROFESSIGMALE

|'-='|'|'E"|I=ITI LTI

e e

2.30pm

V/S})

Thames Valley
Swampfioxes

Bulllley
Ticket price - $5.00 ® Under 18 years = free ® No EFTPOS

IH.!.H 'I’UH_!I.LI'II

E..-H LEYS

oY AT TY

TOGETHER AS ONE
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Qualified and insured arborists.

20+ years experience

W
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal » Stump Grinding * Pruning
* Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACKN'SIDES oo

Get

027 439 0367
_______shortbacknsides.co.nz

#e. TREE

‘SHAPES
Qualificd Anboncots

# Treework Large & Small

# Stump Grinding # Hedge Trimming

# Fruit Tree Pruning # Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching
- Advice and consultancy

in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz
0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

ARBORIST

Qualified Arborist
Caompehitve Prices

iy T T + .! Divarae & i g
LUMBERJIACK

=

o Aoy, Liftrg
& Mg

Hitige Calltig

ST e

¥ rrasns lieina
Call Now for 2 Free Cloote! . e iang
0220719463 woiy ™

CIVIL CONSTRUCTION

PROFESSIONAL

TRADE SERVICES

= Mg ired Bhuikding

ety Coanc e

Fh k800 03 101 [ £
Office & Showroom

DRivVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education g—

Amrm,

07 868 7892

FENCING

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship
Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

4 AN

PLETHORA PROPERTY SOLUTIONE LTD
FLOORING

Flooring
Design

Visit our showroom at:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

L[ Db dor E s bdianina « 100 Rgoam
Fuvwe aar fsh ¥ Tk le mehen

3 Coronation Street, Paeroa

Digger, Bulldozer

; & Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoneE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD
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ARBORIST

H unts Home Kills, based on the flanks
of Paeroa, aims to provide top quality
meats and pride in their products.

The home Kill business butchers and
packages animals slaughtered on farms
using Nick’s Onsite Killing Services to cus-
tomers’ requirements.

Mike Wright, who has owned Hunts
Home Kills for around a decade, said they
worked with many types of animal car-
casses.

“There’s a full list on the website - you
can go through from pigs, sheep and
beef... and we process a lot of wild game
especially during hunting seasons.

Hunts Home Kills’ Mike Wright says barbecue cuts are “booming”.

File Photo

Top Service at Hunts Home Kills

“We also do a full range of small goods,
bacon, ham, flavoured sausages, kransky,
chorizo, salami, biersticks and meat pat-
ties.

“As long as everything goes well, every-
one’s wrapped, that’s probably why we're
so busy.”

Mike said Hunts Home Kills had always
aimed to be a “step ahead” with vacuum
packing, which makes meat last longer in
the freezer. “We’'re also getting right into
our barbecue cuts... and they’re booming
at the moment,” he said.

CONTACT: website: huntshomekills.nz, Ph:
0800 250 939.

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

-Lool Electric

= Electricians

= Heat Pumps 07 868 7151
Air Conditioning E:
coolelectric@xtra.co.nz
= Security W-
Systems www.coolelectric.co.nz

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

P: Gill 021 532 903

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.

¢ Professional facilities. AUNTS
¢ Smoked meats are our specialty. ey

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

* Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

\ V)
ll  FERTILSER ELECTRICIAN
Ty For All 'Wour Electrical Heeds
——— 4 ﬁ' T
Avoca Laser
Supplier of fast acting it ERERY iy
Lime and Fertiliser i bz R s, R
P: Rev 021 503 029 o ORI g

P07 863 7746 Email: wackef lanerskecirca’ coons

HOUSE/RENOVATION PLANS

At

las

Architectural Draughting

House & Renovation Plans ¢ Specifications
Building Consents ¢ 3D Concepts

ADING p,
§9$“‘ e,
A

o

Bryan Coppersmith

€ yan

®
3
K &

021 936 188 * bryan@atlas-ad.com Oy
\_ G con®

J

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

* Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

e Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

* Pre-Planning

Phone: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen

Funeral Directors Funeral Dirscdoey

_
Supply & Installation for

Domestic & Commercial
. Carpet - Vinyl

- Laminate - Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote
Phone : 021020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

That, Painter

Pl | T Ligghet
W il Puscase vy

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured » Workmanship Guarantee

Contact Stan on 0223137911

to discuss your project.
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PHYSIOTHERAPY

physiotherapy
orithopaedic rehabilitation

BACK & NECK PAIN
SPORTS & WORK INJURIES
POST SURGERY & FRACTURE REHAB
ACUPUNCTURE
Robert Lindsay « Rodney Grant « Carol Hayes

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

< ~ ~

VEHICLE

TYRES & BATTERIES

— TYRE and BATTERT

» Stockists of all major tyre brands
» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

\PRECISION/

"WINDSCREENS ,
We W w #,0”/.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
Www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

PROPERTY CLEARING

HOUSE & PROPERTY
RECOVERY
SITE CLEARING FERYICES

BUMEISTIEL COSHEEDEL. IWHILTRIA
LLELIRA L LEEN Bt B Th g

OR0D 7TO9RR
Email: admin@hprecovery.co.nz

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

ATIENSJUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

"l.l

ASTE
LISTS

LIQUI

SPEC

|
Z 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

WASTE REMOVAL

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,
Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Death Notices

Death Notices

Storage

Public Notices

GILL, Kevin John:
Peacefully at Thames
Hospital, on Sunday
15th September 2024;
aged 74 years.

Dearly loved husband of
Margaret. Loved Dad of
Kara and Jason, Renee
and Paul, Jodie and
Nicole.

Treasured Grandad of
Olivia, Brayden, Jorja,
James, Kyle, Richie and
Hallie.

Loved Great-Grandad
of Quinn, Lydia, Ashanti
and Kingston.

A service for Kevin

will be held in the
Grahamstown Chapel,
102 Kirkwood Street,
Thames, on Monday
23rd September at

2pm, followed by private
cremation.

TWENTYMANS

MCDONNELL,
Muriel Mary:
Loving wife and mother

Thames Valley

Storage — secure, dry

Positive Paeroa Inc

of Owen, Dennis and units available, two 26th Sept 2024 5.30pm
Paul, (all deceased). . ' The Refinery,
Special friend of Nadia | bisaiatarbiadcd 5 Willoughby Street
and her girls. As per 4076966 All welcome.
Mu’s wishes a private Come to enjoy the
tion has b i itali
hed. oS \IStorage Unlimited || hospitality and
25 Ngati Maru Highway ear anoutt our
TWENTY MANS Rebrand, Refocus and
ClKOPU’ Thamez Revitalise plans
: ean, secure, dry
Church Notice | “yoiave | Trades & Services
7x3.6mand 7 x5.5m
DIGGER SERVICES
Assembly of God ||_Phone 07 868 9944 || ! Post hole drilling
* Small earthworks
10am Sundays. STORAGE ||I" Tiwper taier
* Metal delivel
Scout Hall. K%PXWZ?AEUB%A ¢ Stoator
i remediation
Baker St, Waihi ) o Thames based
o g;w4liglts1 o1 Call Kevin 027 286 9288
: 7 7
Firewood 07 868 3033 Painter

LOWE,

Thomas Henry (Tom):
Much loved Tomo

and best mate of

Nina, David and
Reece. Loyal, honest,
hardworking, your
work here is all done
Dad. We will miss your
strength, courage and
most of all your sense
of humour. You will be
in our hearts forever
and bye for now.

Firewood for sale. Pine
$100 per cube. Phone
Mark 027 655 8661 or
Steph 027 385 2806

Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

For Lease

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

STORE 4 U Waihi.

Clean, dry, alarmed.
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Professional roof
painter. Mario Kerkhof
027 961 4055

Tiler

Professional tiling
services. Ph Rob 022

408 4136

Situations Vacant

Part time care worker wanted for personal care/
cooking. Afternoon shifts. Ph 027 237 4413

Gardening

LOWE,

Thomas Henry (Tom):
Devoted loving Dad to
Annette (Pud). Your
amazing loyal support,
helpfulness and caring
is beyond words. You
are now well to run,
walk in the green grass
and be reunited with
Lorraine. | will miss you
sitting next to me while
watching our rugby
games together — they
were the Best of Times.
Rest in peace Dad, you
deserve it. | will miss
you very much but am
so honoured to have
spent the precious
times we had, just you
and me.

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based. Ph
021 060 7659

Handyman

Handyman Services.
Waihi and surrounding
areas. Building
maintenance and
repairs. Mobile - Grant
027 333 8331. E -
waihi105@gmail.com

A position has become available in
our busy spare parts department.
Any age considered.
Working with a wide range of...
motorbikes small engines
farm machinery cars tractors ...
and all sorts!
Apply with your CV to
miles@hpmotors.co.nz
027 227 1121

Mowing, hedges, fencing,
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding,
waterblasting. Work is good
quality and | will not attempt
to work outside of my skills.
Insured. Dennis Schuler 022
129 0169

Handyman Services

Pets

=~ & BUILDING SERVICES
Building,
home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

THAMES HANDYMAN

LOWE,

Thomas Henry (Tom):
Will miss you Dad, great
memories of our time
together. You were so
loyal to me over the
years and | will cherish
our phone calls we had
together.

Love you Dad, Lynette

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU  Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery.
“A great place for your pet
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344,
SH25 Waitakaruru,

RD6 Thames

Storage

TOTAL STORAGE LTD ™*
KEREPEHI / PAEROA | ||
We will beat any legit quote for

storage in 10ft or 20ft containers
T&C'’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Public Notice

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.

If you are one of the few who does not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station, Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy,
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames

Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store
TURUA: Turua Dairy KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

PEARSON, Bryan:
Passed away on 12th
September, 2024; aged
91 years. Dearly loved
husband of the late
Nola. Loved father and
father-in-law of Lynette
and Greg McNamara
(deceased), Mike and
Jo Pearson, Sandra
and Gerard Robbins.
Adored Grandfather
of Jamie, Kylie-
Mae, Dallas, Aaron,
Stacey and Tyler, 10
great-grandchildren
and 3 great-great-
grandchildren.

“You will be forever in

our hearts.’

A private cremation has
taken place.

TWENTYMANS

Thames-Coromandel District Council

Meetings — September 2024

Council meetings

A Lawrie
Chief Executive

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the
following meetings will be held during September 2024.

Parking Control Bylaw Verbal Presentations
Tuesday 24 September 2024, 01:00 pm, Thames Council Chambers,
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Meetings/Agendas-
Reports-and-Minutes for copies of agendas and order papers.

Thames-Coromandel District Council

\ 4
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Paeroa College
proudly supports
Te Wiki o te Reo Maori

PAEROA
COLLEGE

“Excellence in Everything”

15 Te Aroha Road, Paeroa 07 862 7579

TODAY IS HALFWAY
GBD| 1

ST PATRICK’S DAY

Come and have a

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday
Tues-Fri:
12pm to 8pm

Sat: 9am - 8pm *
Sun: 12pm to 8pm
700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 -

DRIVING ACADEMY

Don’t let a lack
of a driver’s licence

Guinnff!:’ss or 2
The onl}jf }ﬂace on
 this sid§of the
peninsula here youl
can—get it on—tap

@& GBDThamesLtd

make you

miss out on that job.

Learner Licence Course
Driving Lessons to help you move from
learners to a full licence
Defensive Driving Course
Advanced Driving Assessments
Don’t wait - call or text 027 314 1577

now to book your space

Valley Education

Jree courses o free transport

07 868 7892
textus 027 314 1577

Call or

WWW. .C0.Nz
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CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Public Notices

Registration of Interest
Ngatea Library and
Service Centre

—
e

HAURAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

The Hauraki District Council is seeking
Registrations of Interest (ROI) from main
contractors to carry out the construction of
a new Library and Service Centre building
in Ngatea. Contractors that have expertise
and experience with medium scale public
and commerecial construction are invited to
register their interest.

ROI documents are available by request to
info@hauraki-dc.govt or register online
with GETS (Government Electronic Tenders
Service) at https://[www.gets.govt.nz/

L D Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Thames High School

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga  pa=ie
=t

EVA HAMMOND

SCHOLARSHIP TRUST AWARD

Eligibility

Any past student who is about to commence a
course of tertiary education including students
who are within 6 months of leaving the school
for that purpose.

Purpose of Award

To give financial assistance to eligible current or
past students, of the school in respect of any
recognised course of tertiary education but with
priority given to university education wherever
possible. The assistance should benefit students
on a basis of financial need and such other
deserving qualities as the Trustees may elect.

An application form is available from the
Principal’s PA
email: traceyreed@thameshigh.school.nz

e The closing date for applications is
Friday 11 October 2024 (4.00 pm)

e Written applications only are
acceptable.

e Allinformation is confidential to the
selection committee.

Michael Hart
Tumuaki / Principal

Expressions of Interest - Grazing Lease at 321

Ngati Maru, Highway, Thames

Expressions of Interest, in writing, are invited for the grazing of land at
321 Ngati Maru Highway, Thames. The area is approximately 11.3ha
and situated adjacent to the SPCA/Pound.

Council is offering an initial term of three years, followed by two
renewal periods of three years. More details are available on request.

Applications close at 4pm on Friday 4 October 2024 and should be

addressed to:

Lease Specialist

Thames-Coromandel District Council

Private Bag
Thames 3540

Following the closing date, the Thames Community Board will
consider all applications and make a recommendation to
Council for approval. The successful applicant will then

be advised.

THAMES
l'.l.'rHI,'.lH.lHl:ll-J.

BN ] LI

Mowes for week startlnq Tues 17 Sept

We Were Dangerous (82 mins, 2024) M Offensive Language NZ Wed 4.30pm; Fri 7.15pm;

Sat 1.30pm; A fiery trio of delinquent schoolgirls railing against the colonial system.

The Sitting Duck (121 mins, 2022, subtitied) M Sexual violence references & offensive language
Wed 7.15pm; Sun 4.30pm: True story about a union rep. of a nuclear powerhouse who became a

whistleblower.

It Ends With Us (131 mins, 2024) M Domestic violence & sexual violence references

Thu 7.15pm, Fri 4.30pm, Sat 7.15pm: Drama/romance staring Blake Lively, set in Boston.

A Great Friend (95 mins, 2023) PG Violence, coarse language & sexual references Thu 4.30pm;
French buddy comedy with appealing countryside and cuisine

Top Hat (101 mins, 1935) G Thu 10.30am

This 1935 classic starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers is widely regarded as the dance pair’s best film.
The Edge of the Blade (100 mins, 2023 ) M Violence Fri 1.30pm

French swashbuckling historical drama set in the 1880s.

Ka Whawhai Tonu (114 mins, 2024) M Violence, offensive language & content that may disturb
Sat 4.30pm: The story of a pivotal battle in the first NZ land wars in the Waikato region.
Ghostlight (115 mins, 2024) M Offensive language & suicide references Sun 1.30pm

A construction worker joins a local theatre’s production of Romeo and Juliet.

The Mountain (89 mins, 2024) PG Sun 11am;

Drama about three children on a mission to find healing under the watchful eye of Taranaki Maunga.

For more information or to buy tickets, go to www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz or
pop into the cinema when the doors are open at 659 Pollen Street, Thames.
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DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,
Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel
or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
* Additional mileage may apply, according to roading conditions. ** Plus Doctors Fee. The Doctors Fee for medical paperwork required for Direct Cremations is an additional charge. This fee ranges from $45.00 to $200.00, determined by the patient's Doctor.

=
THAMES VALLEY

BREMATD RY

LTD.

SUPPORT

LOCAL

wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Pets

Please /\A
advise your -‘ .
Vet of your

Forever

PET CREMATORIUM

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.
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EASY MEDIUM HARD b S A C R

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 62 Restrict (5) 5 Jeer (5)

1 Core (5) 65 Fantasies (6) 36 Optical glass (4)
4 In very good health 66 Snub (6) 37 Bazaar (4)
(2,3,2,1,6) 67 Male do (4,5) 42 Roof overhang (5)
11 Mix and combine (6) 72 Common virus (9) 43 Decode (8)

14 Ventriloquist’s doll 73 Hush money (5) 44 Candle fat (6)

(5) 74 Hereditary (7) 45 Saturated (7,3)

15 Doggedness (11) 46
16 Water sport (8)

19 Train stop (7)

20 Hauls behind (5)
21 Lotion to deter
biting insects (9)

24 Alpine flower (9)
26 Attach securely (6)

79 Foliage (8)

80 Argumentative (11)
81 Strong, tough (5)
82 Anxious, nervous
(5)

83 Old-aged (4,2,3,5)
84 Water mammal (5)

Singing voice (4)
47 Twist together (7)
48 Compassionate or
benevolent (6)

49 Ghostly (5)

51 Golf club (4)

52 Lone singer (7)

53 Acid in sour milk (6)

27 Handsome youth DOWN 58 Conspicuousness
(6) 2 Fairness (6) (10)

31 Aromatic food 3 Send payment (5) 59 Proverb (5)
additive (5) 5 Cast off (4) 63 Greek instrument
32 Tunesmith (8) 6 Covers for loss (7) (8)

34 Sanitises (10) 7 Allocate (6) 64 Rubber tree sap (5)
38 Kept watch over (7) 8 Mimicked (4) 65 Long dry spell (7)

39
40

Idiosyncrasies (6)
Evoke (6)

9 Become greater (8)
10 Make possible (6)

68 Hot-pepper sauce
()

41 Horseback sport (4) 11 Fed up (7,3) 69 Flower-patterned
42 Lastin line (7) 12 Go (4) (6)

45 Emergency tyre 13 Stray from the 70 Ornamental wall
(5,5) subject (7) band (6)

50 Flemish (anag)(7)
54 Holding device on
workbench (4)

55 Bendable (6)

56 Distinctive tone
quality (6)

57 Oarrest (7)

60 Faster than sound
(10)

61 Suggestive or
disparaging oblique
remark (8)

17 Lace mat (5)

18 Advantageous (10)
22 Fiend (5)

23 Entertaining
account (8)

25 Propriety in conduct
()

26 Predicted (7)

28 Improvement (6)
29 Loan shark (6)

30 Come to an end (6)
33 Portly (5)

71 Halfway point (6)
75 Spoton (5)

76 Blood vessel (4)
77 Fine gravel (4)
78 Give off (4)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Rotor, 4 Stranded, 9 Almond, 14 Ditch, 15 Beat about the bush, 17 Alter, 18 Aid, 19 Library, 20
Mandatory, 21 Jigsaw, 24 Orang-utan, 25 Mayday, 26 Leader, 29 Settlement, 31 Hot, 32 Drivel, 33 Saga,
35 Hoe, 37 Aria, 39 Endurance, 40 Negligent, 41 Robot, 42 Imitator, 47 Artistic, 51 Elude, 55 Absconded,
56 Stage show, 58 Roll, 59 Kit, 60 Even, 61 Sticky, 62 Ash, 63 Proprietor, 66 Battle, 67 Stifle, 69 Masterful,
72 Potion, 73 Intestine, 75 Mishaps, 77 Lie, 80 Nippy, 81 at once | saw a crowd, 82 Shaft, 83 Grader, 84
Half each, 85 Shore.

DOWN: 2 Obedience, 3 Outer, 5 True, 6 Attract, 7 Dresden china, 8 Doubt, 9 Ashtray, 10 Mead, 11 Nitwit,
12 Straw, 13 Cheddar, 14 Dresser, 16 Bereavement, 22 Agreed, 23 Patient, 24 Outcast, 25 Mother, 27
Dialect, 28 Ledger, 30 Tart, 32 Derby, 34 Antic, 36 Kiwi, 38 Rim, 42 Irate, 43 Inspect, 44 Ahoy, 45 Oddity,
46 Husky, 48 Tower of Pisa, 49 Surreal, 50 lll, 51 Educate, 52 Estate, 53 Mathematical, 54 Keep, 57
Hooves, 64 Overpower, 65 Blatant, 66 Ballast, 68 Funfair, 70 Sunrise, 71 Cooper, 72 Pedal, 74 Epoch, 76
Harsh, 78 Eyed, 79 Talc.



www.valleyprofile.co.nz September 18, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 19

BAYLEYS

W aihi 1298 corbett Road

Private, stunning views and native bush 56.25. 1

Properties of this calibre are a rare commodity. Capitalise on the hard work which has been put in by our current Auction (unless sold prior) Iom, Wed 2 Oct 2024
owners and seize the opportunities of this well located 56 hectare (more or less) grazing block. This block hosts 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

healthy country with a fertile Waihi ash soil that is set to deliver strong stock performance. With easy and silage flats to View 3.30-4.30pm Sun 22 Sep

medium hill, and some steeper sidling's, lush green pastures a good fertilizer history and excellent farm management.
The infrastructure is excellent which includes a five bay implement shed, disused cowshed and multiple other sheds.
Thereis easy access and a water system is supplied via a natural spring.

Karl Davis 0508 838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
Sam Aislabie 027 429 5410
bayleys.co.nz/2316008 sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz

'SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Hikutaia 246AMaratoto Road

Tranquil countryside haven in Hikutaia 214010 3 k= 2 wi 3 (@l

Nestled amidst the serene countryside, this magnificent rural lifestyle property offers the perfect blend of comfort and Asking Price $929,000

natural beauty. Whether you're seeking a peaceful getaway or a permanent escape from the hustle and bustle of city Phone for viewing times

life, this home is your ideal haven. Step inside to discover a tidy and comfortable interior featuring generous living Karl Davis 027 496 4633 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

spaces and an open-plan layout including a welcoming living room, a cozy family area, and a great outdoor dining ) T
Seth Roe 027 320 6937 seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

space. This property offers multiple spacious bedrooms, each designed with comfort in mind. With the added benefit
of the option to make one room fully self-contained to make hosting family and friends a breeze. Call today!

'SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

bayleys.co.nz/2315694

leys.co.
bayleys.co.nz @ airpoints*
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SPORTS

Waikato lacrosse scores with Paeroa talent

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

t was “the joy of the game” that

motivated Abigail Cox to give
her best in the sport she loved.

“I really enjoy it, so it makes me
thrive. It’s the one thing I am good
atand Ilove.”

The 16-year-old was selected
to play in the U18s Waikato De-
velopment Lacrosse Team last
month.

She told The Profile she was
shocked when she heard the
news.

“I know there are a lot of great
players out there who are older
than me and I was surprised to
get a shot at it at 16 as one of the
younger players on the team.”

Abigail has been part of the
Waikato U1s team for the past
few years, and even represented
V}Tajkato at the Australian Nation-
als.

Abigail, who is in her fourth
year of playing lacrosse, said she
played midfield.

“As middi, you have to be able
to run the whole field, you also do
centre draws.”

But she had also played goalie
and attack before, she said.

“You have more chance of get-
ting picked if you are able to play
wherever the coach puts you and
not just one position.”

Abigail’s objective this season
was to win at the New Zealand
nationals “or at least better my
skills” so she could make it into
the top team next year, she said.

Lacrosse player Abigail Cox has
played midfield, goalie and attack.

But one thing on Abigail’s buck-
et list she hadn’t yet crossed off
was getting a scholarship to play
lacrosse in the United States, she
said.

She would also love there to be
a Thames Valley League.

“We have the gear to help to
get schools going, they just need
some people to run with it.”

While lacrosse does “take my
attention”, the Paeroa College stu-
dent said she was also aiming for
a merit endorsement at school.

When Abigail gets home from
training, she does “heaps of
homework” and would catch up
at school too, she said.

Her mother, Penny Cox, said
Abigail had been really lucky to
have had several different teams
and coaches.

“She’s learned so many skills

Ablgall Cox has been selected to play in the Waikato U18 Development

Lacrosse team.
kids all the time.”

Abigail, who also played for her
school’s lacrosse team, said she

Photos: SUPPLIED

Not only is Ursula a lacrosse
coach, but she is also a “top New
Zealand player” who currently

One piece of advice from Ursula
that’s stuck with Abigail was to
turn nerves into energy.

“That’s what Ursula tells us. She
says the nerves are good because
they give you heaps of energy.”

Abigail said there were a lot of
people involved in the sport and
she’d made “quite a few friend-
ships”.

In her Waikato team, they take
cowbells to ring “when we score”
or when the players need en-
couragement, she said. And one
pregame tradition was to huddle
around, put their sticks in and “do
a cheer”.

As well as playing the sport,
Abigail is also a referee. “I spend
most of my weekends at Tama-
here at the lacrosse fields,” she
said. After she had warmed up
and played her game, she refereed
the next two matches, she said.

But it was clear Abigail’s jour-
ney was a team effort.

Her coaches from across the
years, including Ursula and this
year’s U18s coach, Richard Banks,
were some people Abigail said she
wanted to thank.

“I wouldn’t be where I am with-
out these people that support me
on my journey.”

Abigail’s advice for students
who would like to get involved in
lacrosse was “just give it a go, it’s
amazing”.

“All the adults are there to help
iou grow. It s safe, friendly and

eeps you fit.”

Abigail was currently preparing

“And perhaps trial for the New from so many different people was coached by Ursula Johnson, worked for World Lacrosse, Abi-  for her U18 development season
Zealand U20s.” that are just giving back to the her former science teacher. gail said. to start in late September.
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