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By TERESA RAMSEY

A\ttendmg a travel conference
n New Caledonia recently

landed Thames man Geb Owen

in the middle of deadly protests

that stranded him in Noumea for

just over a week.

The riots and protests broke out
in the capital in May, resulting in
nine deaths, deployment of the
French army and a declaration of
a state of emergency on May 16,
with the unrest causing damage
estimated at more than NZD$2.6
billion. The violence broke out
following a controversial voting
reform aiming to change existing
conditions which prevent up to
one-fifth of the population from
voting in provincial elections.

Geb, who works in insurance,
was in New Caledonia with a
group of 42 delegates from a New
Zealand travel company for the
four-day conference when the
riots broke out.

“To be honest it was more odd
than scary. It was unusual. When
we got there, we left the airport
and there was a lot of flag waving
with the locals and we didn’t
really know what was going on,
we thought that was unusual but
didn’t really think too much of it,”
he said.

The conference was in a remote
area outside of Noumea, so the
group was unaware the protests
had escalated until they travelled
back to their hotel in Noumea the
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day before their scheduled flight
home.

“As we were driving back, there
were these roadblocks where
they’d been burning fires in the
middle of the road and tyres and
all manner of stuff - they were
pulling stuff down and chucking
it into these fires and waving
their Kanak [indigenous] flags.

“We got a general idea
from the bus driver of what
was happening... but it got
progressively worse as we gotinto
Noumea,” he said. “The funny
thing is, you'd think of 42 people
involved in the travel industry, if
anyone was going to be aware of
the potential issues, it'd be us -
they hadn’t really communicated
what was happening.”

His company’s emergency
assistance service later told him
the unrest had been “bubbling
away and this riot has been on
the horizon” but there was no
information in the media while
he was at the conference, he said.

“It did come as a bit of a
surprise. That night we said
‘well we hope we can get out
tomorrow’, sort of tongue in
cheek... but the next morning
they said the road’s been closed
and no-one can get to the airport.

“That’s when it became quite
surreal.”

Geb’s hotel was in a tourist
area in south Noumea, a few
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Stranded by New Caledoma riots

CONTINUED FROM P1

kilometres from the riots, and about 20km
from the most violent protests to the north.

“You could see the military presence as
the days went by. You could hear helicopters
and you could hear explosions, you could
hear gunfire. It was quite surreal, sitting
on the balcony, sipping fine French wine,
listening to gunfire.”

New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Trade and Air New Zealand staff also
staying at the hotel were able to give the
stranded New Zealanders and Australians
regular updates, he said.

Around a week later, around 50 New
Zealanders with children or medical issues
were flown home on a New Zealand Defence
Force recovery flight.

The following day, Geb and several
hundred other New Zealanders and
Australians were offered a flight to Brisbane
on a French government plane that had
transported around 200 soldiers to Noumea.

Though the tourist area he was staying in
wasn’t the target of any protests, the father of
three was keen to return home to his family.
“If you can imagine, my main concern really
was [wife] Jo and the boys. I felt there were
definitely times she was doing it tougher
than me.”

The journey home was the “most
interesting part”, Geb said. “We went down
to the local domestic airport, so we saw a
lot of burnt out buildings and cars as we
drove to the airport. We were greeted by the
French Berets, who were all fully armed, and

we were transported military-style through
the airport into a hangar.”

From there, the group flew to a military
airport and boarded the French plane to
Brisbane, then Geb and around 80 Kiwis
were flown to Auckland by the NZ Defence
Force. “It was amazing to see the way the
Kiwis came together, the way they supported
one another in that sort of scenario. We all
gravitated towards one another and made
sure they had what they needed, it was
really cool to see.”

Geb said the riots were ongoing in New
Caledonia. Protests flared up again last
week, with several buildings set on fire,
including a police station and town hall,
after pro-independence activists were
arrested and taken to France.

Geb Owen was flown from
New Caledonia to Brisbane
Airport, where he and about
80 other Kiwis were flown
home on a New Zealand
Defence Force recovery flight.
Photos: SUPPLIED

“It’s still going on... Air New Zealand
has just cancelled all their flights to New
Caledonia [until September 28]. It’s still
happening, there are alot of local businesses
that are really suffering.”

However, despite his ordeal on his first
trip to the French Pacific territory, Geb said
he would go back in the future.

“It’s actually a beautiful, beautiful country.
If you can imagine the [Pacific] islands but
with some proper infrastructure... roading
and all that sort of stuff, [which] comes
from French money.

“It’s a beautiful spot and Noumea itself is
alovely city, I definitely would go back. I do
hope they can find some peace or resolution,
however, it’s going to take a long time to
rebuild their tourism. It’s a real shame.”
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Stuck residents not sold on red stlcker

Continuing the Valley
Profile’s investigation
into life for those with
red-stickered homes, re-
porter ALICE PARMINT-
ER speaks with a couple
struggling to sell their
storm-damaged Kuranui
Bay property.

Nelly Morrison hates the red
sticker adorning her home.

For 25 years, the little cottage in
Kuranui Bay next to the dairy has
been a sanctuary for Nelly and her
husband Jack. It’s got views of the
sea, it’s close to the hospital, they
know everyone in their little com-
munity. But that red sticker, ac-
quired after the February, 2023,
storms, is a symbol of the stress
and hardships the elderly couple
have faced since.

“The problems that evolved
through having that red sticker,
from start to where we are now...
I think I've aged 10 years,” Nelly
said.

The problems began one morn-
ing in February, 2023, at around
6am. Nelly was having trouble
sleeping after radiation treatment
for her cancer, so she was up early.

“I was standing there ironing.
Then I saw this crack,” she said.

“It came right across the bottom
of the door there - it was just going
along as I was ironing. I thought,
my goodness, I think I've had too
much medication.”

Immense amounts of water had
come down the cliff behind the
house, they were told later. With

Nelly and Jack Morrison love their Kuranui Bay home, but they are unable to face the mental and financial

strain caused by cyclone damage.

nowhere to drain, it pooled under
the building.

“The floorboards heaved up. It
was really uncanny. I carried on
ironing, and then the next thing
the carpet rolled up in that corner.”

Nelly woke Jack and they called
Civil Defence. Within minutes, she
said, there was a group of people
standing on the road outside their
home.

“We had Civil Defence, we had
fire brigade, we had [the Earth-
quake Commission], we had coun-

cil people. And they were all across
the road, standing there with their
hands in their pockets... Looking
up towards the hill,” Nelly said.

“I thought, what are they doing?
Nobody actually came in to see us.
And then the next thing, a guy got
out.

“[He] came running in with
the red tape and put it all on, and
somebody was slapping up a red
sticker on the door. And then two
guys came in with their dirty filthy
gumboots, just walked straight

Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

through the house and said, ‘it's
time for you to get out... It’s dan-
gerous. The hill up there mlght slip
down’.”

The couple were sent to a hotel
on Rolleston St in Thames. It was
nice enough, Nelly said, but they
just wanted to get back home.

Meanwhile, there were new
problems at their property.

“For nine months, our house
went to the pack - we had rats
coming up through the hole in the
wall there, and you could smell

Jack Morrison stands next to the
red sticker marking the property
as a safety risk.

that,” Nelly said.

“[Someone] burgled the house
while it was empty, took all [my]
cancer pills... It was awful. I was

angry.
“And then [Jack] had a stroke.”
Eventually, Nelly said, her son
convinced the council to let them
move back in. But the family had
had enough of the stress, and in
March this year they decided to
put the home on the market.
“Every corner we seemed to
turn was costing a lot of money,
but we had no solutions to fix-
ing the wall and moving on. My
daughter-in-law said to me, ‘why
don’t you try and sell it as-is?’ She
rang and spoke to Steven [Brid-
son, at Harcourt Thames]. Well,
f'ou know he’s just been an abso-
ute blessmg to us,” Nelly said.
“He’s turned up when he’s
heard that there’s about to be a
weather [warning] - he’s down
here, checking all our pipes to
make sure they’re not blocked up.
He’s been a breath of fresh air.
“We've got a couple of people
CONTINUED ON P8
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Wearable wonders

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

A- group of Waihi College
tudents took the stage by

storm at the Toi wearable art
competition in Tauranga last
month.

The competition is part of
Showquest, which is a nation-
wide performing arts platform
for schools, and runs in col-
laboration with the World of
Wearable Art.

The Waihi College student
designers who competed are:
Kate Townsend, Aysheia Do-
masing, Izzie Cannell, Abi-Mae
McHardy, Kyle Sorley, Yukumi
Kato, Amy Harris, Zoe-Beth
Naisby, Bella Paulsen and Les-
lie Brillantes.

A few awards were snapped
up by Zoe-Beth, who was
awarded best use of recycled
materials for her garment Re-
cycled Romance, before also
taking out the overall prize for
the senior division as Star of
the Night. Recycled Romance
was based on a rose in its fully
blossomed state, she said.

It was made out of recycled
aluminum lunch containers,
which were shaped and paint-

ed to create a petal effect.

Zoe-Beth said she was most
proud of the fact that she re-
purposed more than 200 lunch
containers and “gave them a
new life”.

Meanwhile, Kyle was
awarded excellence in garment
construction for his Steam-
punk Astronaut, which he said
was based in the year 3024:
“where the whole world is a
wasteland”. He was “going for
a vibe” of the suit being con-
stantly patched up with any-
thing he could find, Kyle said.

“I love detailing,” he said,
and added that he made the
buttons out of clay, and even
fired and painted them him-
self.

Waihi College visual art
teacher Paige Kingston said it
was rewarding to see the stu-
dents’ work exhibited on stage
in front of 1200 people.

“We watched from the audi-
ence and hearing the cheers
from the crowd was awesome.”

Students Bayley Goddard,
Erana Keelan and Ruby Wel-
helmi also went along as help-
ers and models for their peers.

Waihi College student designers and helpers ready to storm the stage.
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Kyle Sorley visits the year 3024 as a Steampunk Astronaut.

Zoe-Beth Naisby is the ‘Star of the Night’ in Recycled Romance.
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Grave concerns for Waihi cemetery plots

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Subsiding gravesites are pos-
ing a health and safety risk at
Waihi Cemetery, Hauraki Dis-
trict councillors heard at their
June 26 meeting.

A tabled report said the sub-
sidence affected a roughly one-
hectare area, and was particu-
larly evident in the RSA section.

“Although some grave subsid-
ence is normal at cemeteries,
the sheer number of affected
graves at the Waihi Cemetery
has the potential to negatively
impact public perception of how
council maintains its cemeter-
ies,” the report said.

“There is also a risk that a visi-
tor to the cemetery may suffer a
fall due to the unevenness of the
ground.”

A recommendation was made
for grave levelling to be car-
ried out over the RSA section,
section A, and section B over
a three-year period, with a soil
stockpile to be subsequently
established at the cemetery for
future maintenance.

The cost for the project was
estimated to be $230,000 if
carried out over three years, or
$195,600 if completed in one

Councillors were divided on
whether the work should be
completed over time to avoid
unnecessary disruption at the
cemetery, or whether the health
and safety risk and lower overall
cost warranted an “all at once”
approach.

“We're very mindful that

Subsidence at Waihi Cemetery.

works of this nature in the ceme-
tery we’re going to have to man-
age with care and dignity,” chief
executive Langley Cavers said.
Deputy Mayor Paul Milner
said his preferred option was to
“get it done as soon as possible”,
and suggested the cost be spread

over the next 10 years to mini-
mise the impact to ratepayers.

The council has deferred a de-
cision until further information
can be gathered.

Meanwhile, councillors have
approved a $10 a week increase
in rent for residents of the 57

Photo: SUPPLIED/HDC

council-run elderly housing per-
sons’ units in Paeroa, Waih1 and
Ngatea. Rent is currently set at
$198 per week for a studio unit
or bedsit and $205 per week for
a one bedroom unit.

A council report said there was
a $61,000 deficit in net operat-

ing costs for the units over the
2023/24 financial year.

Councillors rejected a second
option to increase rent by $21 a
week, saying although a larger
increase would better cover the
shortfall, they were mindful of
the need to avoid undue finan-
cial pressure on the residents.

“The most important thing for
elderly people is to have a safe
roof over their heads,” Cr Daley
said.

The increase will take effect
on October 1.

Also on the council’s agenda
at the meeting was the offload-
ing of the sports buildings in
Paeroa Centennial Domain.

The buildings, consisting of
the rugby clubrooms, boxing
gym building and toilet block,
were temporarily vested to the
council following the dissolu-
tion of the Paeroa Centennial
Park Board in 2023.

The council voted to transfer
ownership of the buildings to
the Paeroa Sports Club Incor-
porated Society, a “like-minded
sporting organisation” to the
%)ark board, as mandated by the

ormer park board’s constitu-
tion. The move will see coun-
cil absolved of liability for the
buildings, which are in need of
extensive maintenance to repair
moisture and weather damage.

Council also granted $5000
to Kerepehi Brass Band for the
replacement of several instru-
ments that were coming to the
end of their useful life.
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Engmeers take in the 31ghts at conference

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1911

he Australasian Institute

of Mining Engineers held a
conference at Waihi, the delegates
making several rounds of visits to
local mines and batteries.

One of them, Lord Islington,
descended the Waihi mine to the
thousand feet level, taking a great
interest in the workings.

The Australian delegates were
much interested in the methods
of ore extraction, and also the
metallurgical processes adopted
at Waihi. In the evening, several
technical papers were discussed
and the next day on their way to
Thames the delegates took in the
sights of Karangahake.

Meanwhile, a Waikino board-
ing house proprietor tried to
blame his thirsty family for suspi-
cious deliveries of alcohol, one of
which included six cases spirits,
one case wine, two kegs ale, and
two cases stout, all addressed to
members of the family.

Consignments of liquor of 62
gallons of ale and stout, one bottle
of gin and twelve gallons of whis-
ky to the family had also been re-
ceived during a three month pe-

in ore tubs.

riod. Charged in the magistrate’s
court with illegally keeping liquor
for sale, the defendant swore that
members of his family and his
servants consumed between them
four gallons of ale and eight bot-
tles of whisky per week.

The Magistrate said he doubted
the truth of this and considered it
an unreasonable explanation that
such a large quantity of liquor
should be required for family con-
sumption.

On the Hauraki Plains, an epi-
demic of crickets was proving dis-

& T P
Mining conference delegates visit mines in the Waitawheta gorge, Karangahake,

Photo: SUPPLIED

astrous to settlers. Several of them
had sown large quantities of grass
seed with dire results - the crick-
ets devastated the crops causing
severe financial loss. One settler
said that the crickets had “chewed
up pretty well all he had”.

Some settlers had spent a con-
siderable amount on grass seed.
The crickets meant to ruin them,
the settlers said, and asked the
Lands Board to recommend the
Minister of Land’s remit them 12
months’ rent. The Crown Lands
Ranger agreed that the losses

caused by crickets had been con-
siderable.

The Board, after taking note of
the petition, stated that it would
be forwarded to the proper au-
thorities for consideration.

A party of gentlemen set out
from Thames’ Shortland wharf in
Mr Kerby’s new passenger launch
for a visit to Miranda. The weath-
er was all that could be desired,
the tortuous entrance to the Mi-
randa Creek navigated without
the least trouble, and a landing
easily accomplished at the minia-
ture wharf.

Word of the party’s coming had
been spirited across the water and
a vehicle was waiting on the beach
to take the visitors up to Mr Rob-
ert Coxhead’s homestead on the
big bluff. Luncheon was partaken
of and the visitors set out to see
the farm, the orchard, and finally
the hot springs on the swamp.
The springs, of which there were
hundreds, varied from lukewarm
to almost boiling.

The curative properties of these
waters were well known to back
country residents, and many
farmers from places miles inland
found relief by visiting these curi-
ous baths. The Thames party re-
turned to the homestead greatly
impressed with this, one of Na-
ture’s most wonderful works.

On the trip home the wind had
chopped round to the north and
the voyage on the trusty little
launch driving at full speed on a
black night was no joke.

However, like the enjoyable
day, the bad voyage came to an
end and within an hour and three
quarters of leaving Miranda the
party disembarked at Shortland
Wharf.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. In 1995, which New Zealand
news outlet was the first to
create a website for news? NZ
Herald, The Press or Sunday Star?
2. Who did Lisa Marie Presley
marry in 1994?

3. Which is the largest planet in
our solar system?

4. Dick Fosbury introduced which
technique to the sport of high
jump?

5. What was Ash Ketchum'’s
starter Pokémon in the Pokémon
franchise?

6. What is the rarest blood group
of the main eight blood types?

7. In which ocean are the
Maldives?

8. Polenta is made from which
cereal crop?

9. Which is the only bird to have
four kneecaps?

10. When Alma de Bretteville
married Adolph B Spreckels

in 1908, the heir to a sugar
fortune, she was the first to use
which phrase to describe their
relationship?
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18dBA’

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

Contact us today for a FREE quote!

07 868 8825

comfortgroup.co.nz
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ENTERTAINMENT

Flamenco gultarlst strums up success

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

t was his love for flamenco

guitar playing that led a
Thames High School student
to victory at a music competi-
tion last month in Pukekohe.

Thirteen-year-old Luca
Yamamoto left the New Zea-
land Modern School of Music
Competition on a high note
after strumming up a storm
and securing two golds and
two silvers.

He took home gold for his
cover of Malaguena in the
open choice category, snagged
one silver for his original song
Open Seas in the open com-
position, and another silver
for his cover of Someone you
loved in the text piece cat-
egory.

But it was his gold winning
original song Spanish Nights
that Luca said really made the
difference in the open perfor-
mance category.

Luca told The Profile he was
up against 15 “really amazing”
musicians, and wasn’t sure if
he would place, let alone win.

“It was a really tough per-
formance right at the end of

“I wrote this piece and I just
told them about my love of the
flamenco genre,” he said.

He played it “pretty close”
to how he was supposed to,

more technical pieces out of
the group: “I knew if I wanted
to win it - I needed to play it
with a lot of emotion to sway
the crowd and the judges”.

the day.” but said: “I did add a little Luca said he added a piece

Luca said he shared a bit extra in some of the parts while playing in the moment
speech before he played, though”. because “it just felt right at the
which “really helped the judg- Even though Luca said he time”.

es tilt towards my favour”. For the open compositions

Year 9 student Luca Yamamoto sweeps up at NZ Modern School of Music Competition.

That would not stop Luca
though, who said he was
spending his time: “just learn-
ing pieces and trying to just
get better”.

It was his father’s words
that encouraged Luca to em-
brace flamenco style of guitar
playing in the first place: “if
you can master, or at least
semi master the genre - eve-
rything else later on will just
become a whole lot easier”.

Luca said if he gets into
playing with bands in all the
other popular genres, it would
“just feel really easy”.

One thing about playing
flamenco is: “there’s a very
significant and iconic strum
style - and you need to have
long fingernails for that”.

A couple of days before the
competition, Luca said he
had a basketball match and
snapped off two fingernails,
which meant he “stuffed up
one of my pieces, but still
managed to get a score of 98”.

For students thinking about
playing the guitar, Luca said:
“the best thing you can do is

Photo: SUPPLIED

category, Luca said he com-
peted against a pianist he
played against in 2023.

Last year Luca beat him play everyday”.
by one point, and this year “The first part is tricky,
the competitor came back that’s when a lot of people
and beat Luca by the same stop I think.
amount. “But if you can push past

“I got a score of 95 to his that first bit, then yeah, that’s
96.” when you really get it.”

knew his song was one of the

mes Au
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weer~ HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
h WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2012 Mazda Atenza 2013 Hyundai i30 S/W

2.5Ltr Auto 1.7Ltr Auto Diesel, GREAT VALUE
— R -
.
P :_-,..l"' n'q
e
$
$11,990 6,990

2011 Holden Captiva 7 LX
7 Seater Auto, GREAT CONDITION

2012 Subaru Impreza

1.5Ltr Auto, Low Kms, Alloys,
TOP CONDITION

11,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2006 Mitsubishi

Outlander
2.4Ltr Auto, Alloys, T-Bar

2015 Mitsubishi Mirage

2012 Nissan Lafesta

Highway Star

2.0Ltr Auto, 7 Seat

NOW
9,990

2011 Kia Cerata LX

2Lt Auto, NZNew

58,990

1.5Ltr Auto, NZ New

BARGAIN
8,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Tararu couple not

-

looking at [the property] now.
But, you know, we're still not able
to make any progress because the
people who are buying, they find
it quite daunting when they see
things like the wall.”

Steven said it was difficult to
sell red- or yellow-stickered prop-
erties, with buyers wary and real
estate agents expected to have
some knowledge of the techni-
cal issues. Nelly and Jack’s home
could have been worth $800,000,
he said; now it’s on the market for
$375,000.

“The boxes have to be ticked be-
fore that sticker can be removed
- it’s going to be a mark on the
property until that gets solved,”
he said.

“We dont really make any
money off it [either] because a
lot of time and effort goes into it
and having to understand to a cer-
tain degree what the documents
mean.”

But the opportunity was there
for someone willing to do the
remedial work, Steven said. He
pointed to the sale of another
red-stickered home he was in-
volved with last year. The Thorn-
ton Bay home was damaged by a
slip during the same storms and
required demolition. It was sold
as-is at a highly-publicised “$1 re-
serve” auction, eventually making
$375,000.

Steven said he was aware of a
few people on the Thames Coast
who wanted to get away from red-
stickered properties.

“I've sold one. I've got one on the
market and I've been approached

v

Nelly with the displaced cblestones i theback garde. TOP RIGHT: The damaged corner where the

floorboards heaved, and the Tararu home.

by three other people that are af-
fected,” he said.

Meanwhile, Nelly and Jack have
had multiple engineers and profes-
sionals look over their home since
the storms. The property itself has
suffered only minimal damage.

Water pressure during the
storm made some of the piles un-
stable under the back corner of the
house, and caused a few cosmetic
issues inside. In the back garden,
the cobblestones were heaved up-
wards, and one of the retaining

walls in the terrace garden also
moved. But the main concern, and
the reason for the red sticker, was
the possibility of further damage
from slips and a lack of drainage.

“The most traumatic part of it
was for me, finding out that you'd
been paying insurance all your
life. Big insurance policies. You
find out that you don’t even have
enough to... cover just the retain-
ing wall,” Nelly said.

“[And] we got a letter... Our
insurance policy was cancelled

sold on

£
e
1 -2
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o ¥

Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

because it’s red-stickered. So an-
ybody that is buying the house,
they’re going to find it difficult to
get insurance until the retaining
wall [is installed] or the red-stick-
er’s lifted.”

Their daughter-in-law, Saman-
tha Morrison, has also spent hours
on the phone to try and get the
situation resolved.

“What the frustration has been
for them throughout is that there’s
nobody really to sit you down and
say, ‘Look, this is step A, this is

red

sticker

step B, this is step C". They’ve been
flying blind,” Samantha said.

“It feels like they’ve been fight-
ing an uphill battle from the be-
ginning... Looking at engineers
and engineers reports and build-
ers and then the council - it’s just
- gosh, it’s a million different par-
ties.”

The end is in sight though, Sa-
mantha said, with the house now
on the market.

“It’s been a long road for them
and it’s not nice for anybody to go
through, I'm sure, but especially
for them at their stage in life and
with their health,” she said.

“We thought, well, this is a great
place for our old age,” Nelly said.

“The feelings that go with this
house - you know,

you do get emo- loutnailzin
tional about it.” == W

We provide

Creditor payments
Debtor invoicing
Livestock reconciliations
GST returns

Fringe benefit tax returns
Fuel excise duty refunds
Payroll and PAYE returns
Shareholder register

Newsletters
Word processing
Electronic filing

Monthly financial reporting

Shareholder dividend distributions
Annual General Meetings

Assist with employment contracts
Assist with health and safety

frustrated?

administration services for
Farmers, Contractors, Maori Land Trusts,
Incorporations, Partnerships, Sole Traders,
Clubs and other businesses

We have the ability to work remotely for any client in New Zealand.
King Country’s
No.1 Administration
Providers

A DM I MISTRATION

PRESENT

THAMES MusiC AND DRAMA

TIES THAT BIND

A NEW PLAY

BY HiLary RoDLEY

Why hasn't Patricia left her house for years?
Someone has a secret. As this drama unfolds, a

shocking truth is revealed. ..

JULY 19 - 2

e

L. SOLUTIOMNS,
Printing, scanning, photocopying ~Q\\ :
Minute taking .,
Boardroom facilities o =

Other administrative duties

AT TARARU CULTURAL CENTRE

Contact us today
021509 878 or 07 878 8640 | 37 Taupiri St | Te Kuiti

thamesmad.co

sharon@aladminsolutions.co.nz | aladminsolutions.co.nz
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By TERESA RAMSEY

A n Age Concern Hauraki Co-

omandel call for knitted
woollen squares for blankets has
seen a huge nationwide response
resulting in hundreds of blankets
and dozens of quilts for those in
need.

Community engagement and
fundraising co-ordinator Jo
Sanderson said a display of blan-
kets, quilts and knitted squares
was held at their office in the
Thames Civic Centre on June
21 as part of the inaugural cam-
paign.

“It was absolutely unbeliev-
able, it was incredible - people’s
generosity has just been abso-
lutely outstanding, some of the
quilts were just exquisite,” she
said.

“When youre hard up and
you haven’t got money, people
are really generous in giving you
things, but they'’re usually second
hand, which is great. But now,
someone’s going to get some-
thing that’s brand new and really
beautiful, and I just think it adds
that extra little special touch for
someone receiving it - they’re go-
ing to just feel so wonderful get-
ting this beautiful item.”

Age Concern had 125 blankets
on display and had already given
some out, she said. There were
also a lot to come in and hun-
dreds of squares still to be put
together to make more.

“I've had courier parcels from
the bottom of the South Island
come up with blankets in them...
all over New Zealand.

“People have loved the fact that

.."'

Knitted squares warm those in need

Francine Hills, left, and Jo Sanderson with some of the donated blankets. INSET: Quilts and blankets on display.

the blankets are staying here...
this is tangible, this is going to our
people and I think that’s what’s
touched the heart of everybody.”

Jo is currently delivering the
blankets to medical centres and
agencies to pass on to their cli-
ents.

She said there was a “huge
need” for the blankets, which
were being distributed to people
of all ages.

“We haven’t been age-discrimi-
native - we've got children’s blan-
kets right up to the older so we're
catering to anyone that needs

some warmth.”

The campaign is now ongoing,
with donations of 17¢cm by 17cm
knitted squares being accepted
throughout the year so they can
have the blankets in stock for
pe(()lple who wanted them, she
said.

Age Concern now needed vol-
unteers to crochet or knit the
squares into blankets.

“The thing thatll be needed
most now is some more people to
actually help to join the squares,
we've got so many.”

The simplicity of the campaign
had contributed to its success,
she said.

“So many knitters have said ‘I
just love knitting squares with-
out having to think about big
projects’, there are so many who
will just keep ticking over slowly,
which is going to be perfect.”

Because the organisation
doesn’t receive government
funding, it was currently also
running a “5 For 5” fundraising
campaign, where donations of
$5 per week can be made for five
weeks.

The campaign was to raise
money to go towards celebrat-
ing The International Day of the
Older Person, which included
stalls, dancing and activities at
the Thames Civic Centre on Oc-
tober 2, she said.

DETAILS: For more information, vis-
it: www.achc.org.nz/donate-now.

ADOPTION

THE GIFT OF LOVE

FOR EXCEPTIONAL
WINDOWS & DOORS

fairview

EXCEPTIONAL WINDOWS & DOORS

(ove

FAIRVIEW THAMES

10 Millar Place, Kopu, Thames

P: 07 868 9105 | office@fairviewthames.co.nz
www.fairviewthames.co.nz

oY
s

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime
0800550 330 « scottsimpson.co.nz

mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp

National -

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

; P
m ADOPTION IS LOVE
o, www.adoptionislove.org.nz

info@adoptionislove.org.nz
027 490 7689
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Cowsheds, Feedpads, Bunker Roofs

Call us to arrange a visit to discuss your needs
Now is the Time to Plan

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehl [
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Paeroa Auto Electrical

_-."l

e Auto Air Conditioning
e Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more

e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

<*YAMAHA

FEE Pt S

THROW A LEG OVER A LEGEND

YAMAHA

KODIAK KODIAK

AGl25

450EPS 4504WD
| saveceia |

€3.995:

RIDE AWAY

514,595

RIDE AWAY
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$12,995.

RIDE AWAY

MAKE SMART CHOICES

v/ TERODEPOSIT (Y ZTEROREPAYMENTSFOR 12 MONTHS (7 5.95% P.A. FIXED RATE”

FINANCE AND SAVINGS OFFER AVAILABLE FROM12 FEBRUARY 2024 T0 31 JULY 2024.

FIND OUT MORE
Sy el GS1: SE12.83 on AGIZ5: 811,17 an Yikiia0rB: $481.09 far Yrha50BE. available through participating o
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When the familiar
becomes unfamiliar

By MICHAEL WILKES

ecently, I head-
d to Maratoto,
Hikutaia, with
some friends to go
rock climbing. Tt
turned out to be a
bitterly cold day up
there with squalls
of showers passing
by. Regardless, we
weren’t going to let a bit of weather get in
the way of a good plan.

At the end of the day, with the cold tak-
ing its toll and a bit of fatigue setting in, I
started pulling my rope down. Just as the
tail reached the top it snagged... I had left
a knot in the tail, and it was stuck. Three
of us all hanging on that rope, and it still
would not budge.

Fortunately, we had a second rope. Un-
fortunately, there was no access to the top,
so I had to lead climb. This is an approach
that requires climbing with your rope
below you and clipping it in as you go. It
means you're always safe from hitting the
ground, but still guaranteed to take a bit of
a fall if you let go. And this was the hard-
est climb we had done that day. So, I set off
with confidence. Planning to do what I had
done twice before. The first 15 metres I was
looking good. My moves were smooth, my
confidence high. Then my fingers began to
fatigue. My confidence began to wane.

Next the wind picked up and started
throwing me off balance. I began looking at
the things I once felt confident about and
wondered how I could even do it. I looked
at the cliff before me and I simply could
not see how I could get to the top. And in
the end, I had to pivot and make use of the
snagged rope to make it to the top.

I reached the top feeling tired and de-
feated. My plan was to do it like I always
had. And instead, I felt like I'd cheated, and

I came down dismayed.

Yet as we walked down, I reflected on the
experience. Life was teaching me a lesson
and I needed to listen in. We all have mo-
ments when things that once worked no
longer do.

Maybe the environment or culture
around us has changed and our usual ap-
proach no longer seems to achieve the
same outcome.

What'’s hard is we find our confidence
knocked back. We begin to question our-
selves and our abilities. This is true in
many sectors today. We are seeing culture
change at a dizzying pace, and we are feel-
ing the fatigue. And if this is the case for
you, and the environment has changed,
then it’s time to change the approach. Or
maybe you have been too busy and had no
time for proper rest.

Maybe it is your own fatigue that has
changed the game. If this is the case take
a moment to rest and reset, and you'll be
good to go.

Whatever the reason, the challenge is
that often we don’t see it. We keep trying to
do what has always worked in the past and
get frustrated that it no longer works. With
our confidence hit, we begin to question or
own ability in the role.

If you can relate then take some time to
pause and reflect. Maybe it is time to pivot,
or maybe it is time to find rest for a weary
soul. In my case I suspect it is both.

But as you pause and consider your situ-
ation, my hope is that you will be kind to
yourself and see things not as you feel, but
for what they are.

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. He
and his team provide mentoring and resilience pro-
grammes across Thames and Paeroa to more than 300
students a year. They are passionate about supporting
our young people to thrive. Much of this work is funded
outside of schools and it becoming increasingly chal-
lenging in the current climate. Email michael@living-
well.org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newsletter or
to become a supporter.

0800 4 EFFLUENT

Farm Elfluent Ecuipment
Full System Design

Tustallation

CGervice

www.williamsirrigation.com
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Rural' Life

Thousands of natives
planted at reserve

embers of Thames Coro-

mandel Youth Search and
Rescue (YSAR) volunteered
to help plant trees and shrubs
in the Robert Findlay Wildlife
Reserve on June 23, following
on from their successful efforts
in May last year.

Piikorokoro Naturalists’
Trust ranger Tansy Bliss said
in addition to planting the
natives sourced from nearby
Te Whangai Trust nurs-
ery, the group also spread
more than 15 cubic metres
of mulch, which came from
Premium Forest Products in
Mangatawhiri.

“Their input is greatly val-
ued and it is a real pleasure to
have the younger generation
involved.”

The members of the YSAR

Volunteers help spread mulch in the Robert Findlay Wildlife Reserve.

team included: Robin Douglas,
Dirk deJong, Max McLean
and Kim Court, with students:
Godpitt Deon Dollera, Marcel
deJong, Harvey Allen, Austin
Court, Cullen Remnant.

On June 15, 34 volunteers
planted more than 1000 na-
tive trees sourced from Na-
tive Plants Waihi and the
Pukorokoro Shorebird Centre
nursery.

“Having such volunteer in-
put makes restoring the mauri
of the Robert Findlay Wildlife
Reserve possible,” Tansy said.

“Since 2019, over 30,000
native plants have replaced the
exotic vegetation.

“Biodiversity gains are being
recorded by looking at moth,
butterfly and lizard species re-
corded over time.”

-8
=

More than 30,000 natives have been planted at the reserve since 2019.

Last year’s plants thrive.
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Mag 45 Causmag

Spreadmax Spreadmax easy Spreadmax Spreadmax easy Spreadmax
duster & spreader fertiliser spreader lock drive fertiliser fertiliser spreader lock drive fertiliser TPL750 fertiliser
45 L 120 L spreader 120 L 240 L spreader 240 L spreader 750 L

$3580 +GST $4700 + GST $51 9Q *+GST

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

$2660 *GST $335(0 +GST $4150 +GST

HAURAKI PLAINS

MOTORS LTD
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Te Puru students show others matter
Ei )

By TERESA RAMSEY
A group of Te Puru School stu-
ents entertained residents
at Tararu Rest home recently,
with a kapa haka performance
and meet and greet to hear sto-
ries from the elderly.

The visit was part of the Living
Well Trust’s Thrive programme.

Trust youth worker Michael
Wilkes said the theme of the
visit was “others matter”, where
students carried out a commu-
nity project as a class to show
someone else that they matter
to them.

This was a key pillar in E Ta
Tangata, which was a move-
ment in New Zealand that talked
about tall poppy syndrome, he
said.

“It was such a wholesome
time and the residents were so
thankful for the visit and asked
that we would come again. For
the students, they experienced
mixed emotions of joy and sad-
ness,” he said. “It was just stun-
ning to see the residents come to
life and the kids connecting and
learning from a generation that
is often forgotten.”

Prior to the visit, the students
practiced waiata, karakia and a
kapa haka to perform and pre-
pared some interview questions
to ask the residents.

“We were blown away by all
the baking and goodies they
brought to share too.

“We discussed what it means
to show that others matter, and
how this may be a really great
way to show the elderly that the
life they have lived and who they
are matters.”

The performance elicited

some tears from staff and resi-
dents alike, and one of the men
was so moved that he got up and
danced, he said.

Following the performance,
residents shared a broad range
of stories, with a mix of funny
stories, heartbreaking stories,

and great life advice shared.

“Residents expressed their
gratitude, and many said they
had been quite lonely, so this
was a pleasant experience for all
of them, and many were eager to
have us back.”

Students then served the resi-

Te Puru School
students
performed kapa
haka at Tararu
Rest Home
recently, top,
followed by
sharing stories
and morning
tea as part of
the Living Well
Trust Thrive
programme.
Photos: SUPPLIED

dents some morning tea.

“We were blown away by the
kids’ willingness to help, share,
speak, sing, and give back to
their community.

“We are so proud of them and
can’t believe the way they have
grown as a class.”

CALL TO ALL QUILTERS

Patchwork Unlimited Turua is a
group of quilters that meets every
second and fourth Wednesday of
the month at the Turua Memorial
Hall from 9.30am to 2pm. The next
quilting session will be on July 10
with a $2 entry fee. The group is
gearing up for its exhibition Quilt
Show on August 2-3 at the Ngatea
Memorial Hall. The event will be an
exhibition of members’ quilts and
club challenges. A $5 entry fee will
include a cuppa and scone or muf-
fin. For more details contact Kirstin
MacBeth by Ph 021 211 0857 or
email turuaquilters@gmail.com.

FUNDRAISER QUIZ

The Paeroa Lions Club is raising
money for the Paeroa Volunteer
Fire Brigade by way of a Quiz Night
on July 5 at the Paeroa Memorial
Hall. Entry is $120 per team of four
to six people with all money raised
going to the fire brigade. Doors
open at 6.30pm with the quiz kick-
ing off at 7pm. There is limited
space so make sure to register a
team by heading to: paeroalions.
org.nz.

HOLIDAY ESCAPE

Escape rooms are returning to
Thames-Coromandel District Li-
braries these school holidays, which
begin on July 6. Thames Library will
be hosting a Cat in the Hat- themed
room, while Tairua Library is ask-
ing punters to escape the Minions-
themed room. See tcdc.govt.nz for
details.

CORRECTION
In an article on P2 of last week'’s
paper, Pidgin English was spelled
incorrectly. The Profile apologises
for the error.
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Two Locations

Kopu Tyre Services
Main Road, Kopu, THAMES

Ph: 07 868-9660

Emergency Service: 0274 976 356

Valley Tyre Services
Cnr Station & Tawa Rds PAEROA

Ph: 07 862-7767

PL0514008

" 2006 LIMITED ’

SCRAP METAL BUYERS & RECYCLERS

PH: (07) 868 9422

Stephen Young

0274 820 536
v v
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LUNCH BAR

™ & CRATERINE P

FOR ALL YOUR
CATERING
NEEDS$

For all your catering needs, Weddings, Funerals,
Meetings, Team Building days, Parties,
any occasion you need catered.

A [ 4 A [ 4 A [ 4
P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

¢ Wheel Alignment Services
& ATV Tyres
4 Alloy and Chrome Performance Mag Wheels
4 1 Hour Puncture Repairs
4 24 Hour Callout Service

www.advantagetyres.com

50-Seat Function Room available
(Burton’s Out the Back)

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 022 380 9735

Email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
Website: burtoncatering.co.nz
Facebook: @burtonscatering
Lunch Bar opening hours: 7:30am-3pm Monday-Friday

Hydraulink o =

Thames == SERVICE

See us for all your hose repairs

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
* Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Oils

* Ram repairs & servicing
» General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

Best under pressure

BUTCHERY

OUALITY EVERYTIME

PROFESSIONAL, HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KILL
PROCESSING AVAILABLE
CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

OPEN Mon - Fri 7.30am until 5.30pm & Sat 8am until Tpm
67 Belmont Road Paeroa 07 862 6959

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames
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SPORTS

Email your sports reports and photos to
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

FOOTBALL

A misty Saturday began with a drive
west across the Waikato to Korikori
Park. Thames Football Club secured a
memorable 6-4 victory over Northern
United Humblebees, gaining three valu-
able points. Slow starts have come to
epitomize Thames’ performances of
late, but on a pristine playing surface,
they started with a bang. Ryan Le Roux’s
pass found Mike Kim out wide on the
left; the winger expertly cut inside and
fired a pinpoint shot inside the near
post, giving the visitors an early lead
and setting the tempo for the day.
Northern United quickly retaliated as an
ill-timed tackle resulted in a penalty fol-
lowing a fine move. Sok Ven converted
the spot-kick, restoring equilibrium. The
hosts, locked in a tight title race with
Claudelands Rovers Stallion, started
to show their prowess with some fluid
passing moves, pulling players out of
position before going for the jugular.
Nick Cheum, Brynmor Davies, and Cal-
lum Barr all applied the finishing touch-
es, giving Northern United an unassail-
able 4-2 lead at halftime.

The second half began with Thames
desperately needing an early goal,
and Ben Taylor obliged with a glancing
header following a Le Roux cross, kick-
starting a memorable comeback. Ten
minutes later, Thames drew level, with
Kim, once again played in by Le Roux,
making another trademark run down
the left before striking low into the near
corner. With momentum firmly in their
favor, Thames completed the comeback
when Taylor cushioned the ball through
to Kim, who bore down on goal; an-
other clinical finish secured a brilliant
hat-trick for the talisman. The cherry
was added to the cake when Le Roux,
already with three assists to his name,
attempted an audacious lob from 30
yards out dipping over the floundering
keeper and into the net - capping off an
impressive half. Final Score Northern
United Humblebees 4 - 6 Thames FC.
“The boys put in a huge shift today to
make a comeback after going 4-1 down.
This could prove to be a very important
win for our season” player/manager
Mike Kim said.

TV RUGBY

From international man of mystery,
Tighthead Ted

The sun was shining, the crowds turned
out, and some entertaining rugby was
played as the four semifinalists clashed
a week out from doing it again in knock
out games. Positions were confirmed at
the end of the 80 minutes, with Waihi
to host Waihou, and Paeroa to wel-
come the fast-finishing Whangamata
side. Both Whangamata and Waihi won
this week scoring after the hooter - let’s
hope next week’s matches can live up to
the billing. Thames travelled to Mercury
Bay for those teams’ final hit outs of the
season, and a massive crowd were also
entertained to some great rugby.
WAIHI vs PAEROA

Kenny St Stadium, Waihi. Referee: S
Watts

A large crowd were treated to a match
that would not have disappointed as a
final, and in a fortnight’s time, could be
repeated, as the McClinchy Cup Final
showdown. Waihou and Whangamata

will have something to say about that
in next week’s semifinals, but on form,
a repeat is in the offing. After an early
exchange of penalties, Paeroa landing
the first via the boot of Nathan Emery,
then Waihi a couple via Quinn Collard,
the match swung Waihi’s way.

Paeroa started to wilt under the con-
stant pressure as wave after wave of
forward runners dented their defence,
and finally captain Brett Ranga crashed
over after a strong Isaac Seiuli run off
the back of a scrum. Paeroa compound-
ed this lapse from the kickoff, when
they shelled a return bomb off Waihi’s
Collard, only for Waihi wing Petoru
Pouri-Lane to gather and scamper 50
metres to score in the corner. Paeroa
was looking in all sorts of bother at
this stage, but Waihi couldn’t crack the
visitors again, and in fact the Green Ma-
chine were unlucky not to add to their
score prior to halftime after securing
some rare attacking possession late in
the half.

A scoreline of 18-3 at half and the
game looked gone, but Paeroa regath-
ered their composure at halftime, ran
on some subs, and from the kickoff,
charged down the Collard attempted
clearing kick for a converted try - 18-3
became 18-10 in the blink of an eye,
and it was game on. Paeroa kept ham-
mering away, with big flanker Silao Tali-
mao and number eight Oneone Faafou
leading the comeback. Shortly after in
a brief visit to the Paeroa half, Collard
landed another penalty to extend the
lead again - 21-10.

Then the try of the match, from a messy
Paeroa lineout slapback, Faafou tidied
up the loose ball, and from 30 metres
out burst through the Waihi close in
tackle line before turbo-charging to the
tryline. A regulation conversion to Em-
ery, and 17-21, and again the visitors
looking set to take control.

Waihi did not panic though, they kept
to their patterns, and earned another
penalty in Collard’s range, and the
lead extended to seven points once
again, With twenty minutes to go, the
game became an arm wrestle, Paeroa
perhaps on top, Waihi holding strong
though, and doing enough to keep the

visitors at Bay. Something had to crack
though, and finally it did, another Col-
lard kick was charged down, and Faafou
dotted down for his second five pointer.
Not after more drama though, with the
referee and two assistants conferring
before the try awarded. Emery shaved
the posts, but duly converted the try for
24 each.

Four minutes to go, and Waihi stormed
back on to attack, shaken out of their
slumber, some big charges from fresh
players saw Paeroa pushed back to their
line and finally they were cracked open
again, the ball swung wide for Ethan
Seymour to clinch the match in spec-
tacular fashion. Collard put the icing on
the cake, slotting the conversion from
the sideline, final score 31-24.

Waihi 31 (B Ranga, P Pouri-Lane, E Sey-
mour tries; Q Collard 2 conversions, 4
penalties) beat Paeroa 24 (O Faafou 2,
T Malielegaoi tries; N Emery 3 conver-
sions, penalty).

WAIHOU vs WHANGAMATA

Boyd Park, Te Aroha. Referee: D Tui
With both teams qualified for next
week’s semi-finals, and the result of this
match moot, what could have turned
into a nothing match became a cliff-
hanger, decided with a try to Whanga-
mata’s Jake Barfoot in the 80th minute.
But not the final act of the match, ref-
eree Dali Tui deeming time enough for

Waihi Athletic’s Brett Ranga scores an important try for his team.

Photo: MARK BROWN

Photo: TVRFU

a kickoff to add more drama to a topsy
turvy fixture!

It was all action over the opening min-
utes, with two tries each, a yellow card
and a scoreline of 14-12 to the home
team. The match developed into a bit
of slug fest through the middle portions
of the game - both sides trying hard but
being unable to break through some sol-
id defence. Whangamata finally broke
the deadlock with prop Brad Laurenson
crashing over from in close to put the
visitors ahead 21-14.

Atryininjury time to first five Ben Clarke
then saw Whangamata go into the
break with a handy 26-14 lead. Waihou
rang the changes at halftime and hit the
ground running - a try to hard working
second rower Tim Erceg, followed by
a five pointer to Todd Doolan saw the
hometown heroes claw back to tie the
match up 26-26 after just five minutes.
A TJ Wise penalty, from one of the six-
teen conceded by Waihou saw the red
‘n’” white sneak back in front 29-26 with
a half hour still showing on the score-
board.

The lead changed again after Todd Dool-
an scored, and with a quarter of the
match to go Waihou led 33-29.
Whangamata then set up camp in the
Waihou twenty-two, and launched at-
tack after attack, only for the home
team to repel the threats time and time

again. In a final quarter that was almost
a replay of the 2023 McClinchy final,
Whangamata, after showing great pa-
tience, and about 3000 pick and goes,
cracked the Waihou defence for the
match winner, eighty minutes showing
on the clock.

So in what was really a dead rubber,
both teams managed to get through rel-
atively unscathed. Although Whanga-
mata looks to have lost hard working
lock Ben Laurie to a knee injury which
is a shame as the young tyro has been
going great guns over the last month.
Standing up and being counted for
Waihou were their solid second row
pairing of try scorer Tim Erceg and Caleb
Hazelton, reserve lock Todd Arnold, and
hooker Scotty Day also off the bench.
The backline were well served by hard
charging Chad Bracey, moving into the
twelve jersey this week, Adam Ratcliffe,
Todd Doolan, and also off the pine this
week, Jake O’Connor, getting back into
the form that saw him make the Valley
Heartland squad in 2023.

Next week Whangamata are away to
Paeroa in one Semifinal, facing Paeroa
who beat them 38-15, while Waihou
are away to Waihi, on the back of two
losses to the only undefeated team in
the 2024 Premiership. Waihou 33 (C
Bracey, T Doolan, T Erceg, J O’Connor
2 tries; A Ratcliffe 4 conversions) lost
to Whangamata 36 (E Byles, T Tonga, B
Laurenson, B Clarke, J Barfoot tries; T
Wise 4 conversions, penalty).
MERCURY BAY vs THAMES

Lyon Park, Whitianga.

If this had been a boxing match, It
would have been the Thames heavy-
weight champion taking on the welter-
weight division champ. When Thames
could get the Bay side in close, they
landed some big blows, with their for-
wards winning the close quarter com-
bat phases. However, when Mercury
Bay had possession, and moved the ball
wider, their pace and accuracy proved
too much for the bigger pack.

Thames started the match well, put-
ting pressure on to the home side, and
it looked ominous for the home side.
However, once Mercury Bay started
moving the ball wider from breakdowns
and the game opened up the writing
was on the wall for the visitors. Connor
McAuley at halfback had a field day, cut-
ting open the Thames defence at will as
the match progressed, and was reward-
ed with three tries. Owain Leeming and
winger Colville Green were also promi-
nent. Thames were led by number eight
Laulea Mau, who also scored a fine try.
He was backed up by fellow forwards
Tate Payze and try scoring machine Cor-
bin Saunders. Saunders, after Thames
reached out to Ali Williams for a coun-
selling session, put away his kicking
boots this week and concentrated on
doing what he does so well, running the
ball forward with venom, and knocking
ball carriers over.

Mercury Bay 43 (C Green, L Lipa, A
Clague, C McAuley 3 tries; C Curran 5
conversions, penalty) beat Thames 24
(C Duffin, PJ McLean, L Mau C Saunders
try; M Murphy 2 conversions).

SENIOR B COBRAS 17 beat Whanga-
mata 16; Coromandel 54 beat Waihi 12;
Waihou the bye

SENIOR C North 22 beat Thames 14;
Ngatea WBD v Mercury Bay

Viking

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,
TPO Enviroclad - Butyl - Epiclad « Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML: davetaylorroofing@gmail.com
WWW: davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Tlrame's) Valley €lub) Rugby;

SENIORA

SENIORB
Waihou
Waihi

SENIORC

Thames

w All

Hauraki North

Saturday July 6th

Semi Finals

Waihi

V Waihou

Paeroa V Whangamata

\" Coromandel
\ Te Aroha COBRAS

Whangamata - Bye

Semi Finals
Mercury Bay

Ngatea

Senior A games start at 2.00pm (unless stated)
Teams named first indicate home team

Sat July 6th
Sat July 6th

Sat July 6th
Sat July 6th
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WALTER
&Co

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

www.walterandco.co.nz
Instagram@walter_andco

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames

HOW ARE YOUR EARS?
ITCHY, BLOCKED, RINGING?

Our experienced registered nurses provide
v" Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal
Adults $60 Children $40

® No referral required
e ACC and Veteran Affairs approved
Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday

107 Sealey St Thames

Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at
www.earhealth.co.nz

EAR HEALTH

PREOFESSIIDNAL BEAR CARE

To find out more about our
Piki te Ora service, whakapa mai:

We are focused on assisting whanau who have
long term conditions, such as:

Diabetes

pikiteora@korowai.co.nz < {8 4

0508 835676 © ":"'
korowai.co.nz @ |:|"- -':.’-

Chronic Heart Disease
COPD - Respiratory Disease

Weight management (weight gain/loss)

Other long term conditions requiring support

This service is provided by
Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki to support whanau
who are registered with our practices.

TE KOROWAI

HAUORA O HAURAKI

Leanne and Sophia offer more than salon ser-
vices - we also stock a vast range of hair and
styling products in our shampoo shop.

Not only do we love to give you the very best
hair services, we also want to be able to provide
you with the tools and products to keep your
hair looking great. Our main product ranges are
Pure - Australian origin paraben/sulphate/glu-
ten free and vegan. Pure is an organic product
popular with those seeking some- thing gentler.

Juuce - infused with Australian botanicals. Ju-
uce offers a full range for all hair types and in-
cludes an extensive styling range. Lust Haircare
is a New Zealand formulated product which
is designed to meet our climate issues offer-
ing protection against the elements. It is also a
comprehensive range from fine to thick hair and
everything in between.

Our latest range is Clever Curl and is Curly Girl
method approved. The range includes fine to
thick hair cleansing and styling products.

We also have a range of Lust Colour Masks
and our blonde clients are covered with a range
of treatments and shampoos to keep your hair
healthy and toned, we have numerous purple
shampoos available across our ranges. We have

Serwces products at Walter & Co

some new beauty products, Nude by Lust lip-
sticks available in 15 shades and new Nude by
Lust mascaras.

For your tool requirements, we have styl-
ing brushes, Tangle Teezer detangling brushes.
If you're looking for accessories, we have claw
clips and scrunchies in all colours. We have a de-
lightful range of handmade soaps from Jeanie’s
Soaps - a local artisan. We are also an exclusive
stockist of the luxury brand MOR products, the
glamorous packaging hints at the decadence
within. The Marshmallow range smells as fab-
ulous as it looks, and includes candles, room
diffusers, hand creams, body lotions and body
cream and lip balms. MOR range is a wonderful
gift for the discerning woman.

We are now offering some new additional
salon services: eyebrow and eyelash tinting.
Where possible, we can schedule this during a
visit for your hair appointment or you can book
separately.

DETAILS: 558 Pollen St, Thames; Ph 07 868
6105; www.walterandco.co.nz, www.face-
book.com/walterandcothames and Insta-
gram@walter_andco.

- Supplied by Walter & Co

Flu season has hit and winter is upon us.
The actual flu (influenza) is a viral infection
so antibiotics do not help. Self-care is ap-
propriate in most situations, which you can
do at home.

Rest until you feel better. Stay home
from work, school and other people while
you are unwell. Keep hydrated to replace
fluids. Take paracetamol in combination
with ibuprofen to manage symptoms and
fevers. Lozenges and gargles help relieve
symptoms.

Most cold and flu medicines are not suit-
able for children under 6-years-old.

Ask your pharmacist for product advice,
and do a Covid-19 test.

Influenza and Covid-19 are both conta-
gious respiratory illnesses, meaning they
affect your lungs and can be spread to oth-
ers. The symptoms may present as similar,

Stay at home if you're unwell

™ Health
T Ngatea

but they are caused by different viruses.

If you or your child need urgent medical
advice, please phone the practice and use
the phone triage list. A doctor will call you
so please be available to take the call.

It will be coming from a private number
so if your phone is set to block unknown
or private numbers, adjust your settings so
we may reach you.

Flu vaccines are still available. Contact
the practice to book an appointment with
the nurse.

Take care of yourselves and each other.

-Team Health Ngatea.

Thames
(entre

Pharmacy G

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street
Thames

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Mental health therapy groups

A b5 &

Learn and practise mindfulness-based activities to improve your mental health
wellbeing, Come along to FREE kanahi ki te kanohi [ in person therapy groups,
mun by a trained health professional

Attend a group

Thames: Thames Commumity Centrg, Thursdays. 9=10am
CILT building. Wednesdays, 11 30am-12 30pm
Whangamat i War Memoral Hall, Frdays, 11am-12pm

Pacroa: Paeroa Care Mowse, fortneghtly Tuesdays, 10-11am

L mroaTuEn &

T aftend, contiet Marsea Paregi on 0FT 575 5007 o M in o elf
referral borm ab: wwew pinnacle.oo.nzdnfoemation - for - paliems
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#é. TREE

*SHAPES
Qualficd Anboniots

# Treework Large & Small

#= Stump Grinding = Hedge Trimming

= Fruit Tree Pruning = Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

AUTO DETAILING
=

Buzzing with passion in every Detail;

On-site
e Cut and polishes
e Exterior ® Wheels & mags
e Ceramic coating e Metal polish
e Sticker and signage removal
+Much More

Beau Lally 0204 191 4851

e Interior

Beesautodetailingservices@gmail.com

BUILDER / CARPENTER
QuaLiFieD & LICENSED LBP.

Many years
experience.
Ph Peter
027 496 5241

BUILDING

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 e Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL
TRADE SERVICES

- Houme Rencvaticne - Kilchans

DRIVING ACADEMY

DRriviNG COuRSES
Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education —. .

07 868 7892
Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

- Carpet - Vinyl

- Laminate - Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote
Phone : 021 020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz
1

FI ||!5_ e

HOUSEWASH

SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house,
roof or patios, fences & driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment &
waterblasting for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.

Call 0800 737 777 or
Anton direct on 027 313 4386

atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
* 30 years experience
* All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
* Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

il AL - Body Corporais MalnSsnmsncs

Frogrmammad Mainfsnance

11 YR .I 1BNE CLET
3 Corgnation Strect, Pasroa

Digger, Bulldozer
& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage

Firstly, a big thank you to all the happy
customers in Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Mata
and Thames - the work was much appre-
ciated!

The moody weather is now presenting
some challenges to completing exterior
projects efficiently, so a logical shift to in-
terior painting is taking priority.

Call now if you have a room or two that
needs sprucing up and to organise your
free quote!

Contact Stan on 022 313 7911.

Here’'s what some happy customers
had to say: “We’ve been planning to get

Stan Reihana of That Painter Ltd says it’s time to spruce up indoor living spaces.

Get fresh with That Painter Ltd
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Photo: SUPPLIED

the painting work on the exterior and inte-
rior of our precious home for a while now,
and Stan of That Painter Ltd, came highly
recommended!

“We were immediately impressed with
Stan’s personable and professional man-
ner.

“His knowledge, skill and attention to
detail, not to mention the overall finish
of his work, was well worth the relatively
small investment!

“Thanks Stan - although our home isn’t
worth a million dollars - it certainly looks
it now!” - Cilla and Troy, Thames

R

= Electricians

[

07 868 7151

= Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning ,E-
coolelectric@xtra.co.nz
= Security W-
Systems www.coolelectric.co.nz

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames
/4

PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD
HIRE CENTRE

THAMES &
HIRE CENTRE .‘
Jellicoe Crescent, Thames .

Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz
www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

MOWING & GARDEN CARE

Now,S€érvicing your area!
Free quotes, fully insured.
No job too big or too small.

0800 369 669
www.foxmowing.co.nz

PROPERTY CLEARING

o)

HOUSE & PROPERTY
RECOVERY
SITH CLEARING SERVICES

i pEARiaL CAMMENDGL aEB T
HEEFI R L & BIUTERET

000 TTORRE

Email: admin@hprecovery.co.nz

\S
Hunts Home Kills

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.

e Professional facilities. AUNTS
¢ Smoked meats are our specialty. -
¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
* Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

l  panTER
That Painter ltd

* Interior & Exterior « Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee

Contact Stan on 0223137911

to discuss your project.

PLUMBER

Huntly Plumbers

2022 Ltd
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, DRAINLAYING
& GAS REQUIREMENTS

Ph 07 828 9175

Email: admin@huntlyplumbers.co.nz
www.huntlyplumbers.co.nz

MggiEr
Pliurmbsry

W
i illy s

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

FUNERAL
SERVICES

Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi $2850 GST incl

Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

Pre-Planning

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors "

PLUMBER

BROKEMSHIRE & ROSS

WA | DAL LR RRATLEET] A A MRS BT ORAL IR TR

SERVICES

Plumbing ¢ Drainlaying

Roofing * Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500
E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz
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CLASSIFIEDS - peadiine 12pm Monday

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

ATIENS[UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

- Si‘rle

UVEHICLE

CARS
WANTED

TYRES & BATTERIES

© TYRE and BATTERY

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Bl  winDscREENS
[PRECISION]

"WINDSCREENS /
We cotne to yott!

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www .precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Death Notice

For Sale

Handyman

Public Notice

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,
Building and Farm

Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

Last month’s winner of
the lotto ticket was Kevin
Wilson, who found Pete in

the June 12th

edition in the

Insight Legal

advert.

Go to page 2 for

details on how to enter

MORRISON, Cam:
Chris, Leigh, Kyle, Jodi,
Abby and Families
would like to sincerely
acknowledge all the
people who were
involved in caring for
Cam during his illness.
Thankyou to Paeroa
Medical Centre,
especially Loretta, Kaye
and Helyn. The District
Nurse Paeroa and
Thames. Staff at Paeroa
Pharmacy and St John’s
Ambulance.

To Family and Friends
who provided meals,
baking, phone calls,
texts, cards, visits and
everyone who attended
Cams service. Words
cannot express our
families gratitude to

you all. We have been
overwhelmed and
humbled.

Thankyou. .’I

Big double load
of ti tree mix.
Dry shed
stored and free
delivery. $340
Ph: 022 386 0395

Firewood for sale

Old Man pine $140 per
cube. Phone Mark 027
655 86610r Steph 027
385 2806

Mowing, hedges, fenc-
ing, gardening, carpen-
try, painting, retaining
walls, welding, water-
blasting. Work is good
quality and | will not
attempt to work outside
of my skills. Insured.
Dennis Schuler 022 129
0169

We would like to
hear from you if you
would like to read the
bible with us. If so
phone 021 522 668.
Waihi Bible Chapel

Storage

Pets

Firewood, dry, split,
delivery available.
From $90-$140.
0272888193.

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Boarding
Kennels and Cattery. “A
great place for your pet to

Gardening

stay.” Carol and Bill Bell,
Ph: 07-867-3344, SH25

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number,
anywhere.
Different machines for

Church Notices

different applications.
Over 20 years

Thames Spiritualist
Church, Sunday July
7, 2pm Grahamstown
Hall. Speaker:
Margaret Conlan

experience.
Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your
stump problems.

Assembly of God
10am Sundays.
Scout Hall.
Baker St, Waihi

027 439 0367

Waitakaruru, RD6 Thames

STORE 4 U Waihi.

Clean, dry, alarmed.

Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Trades & Services

Storage

Thames Valley
Storage — secure, dry

units available, two
sizes. Call Trev 027
4076966

FENCING
CONTRACTOR

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality
workmanship
Competitive prices
Call Matt
0211727 148

Painter

Storage Unlimited

25 Ngati Maru Highway

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based. Ph
021 060 7659

Painter available, houses,
farm buildings, fences,
etc. Experienced

For Lease

Grazing Available

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Top Quality Grazing
Hauraki Plains

ex Dairy farm, 1st April
2024 - 31st May 2025
long term Grazing
experienced Grazer
Ph: 027 345 3432

Kopu, Thames Quality work,
Clean, secure, dry Reasonable price. ph
Units available Greg 027 2142442
7x3.6mand 7 x5.5m -
Phone 07 868 9944 Tiler
Professional tiling
STO RAG E services. Ph Rob 022
KOPU, PAEROA | (408 4136
TE AWAMUTU
Advertise with the
“New Units” paper that is
Ph 027 440 7101 .
07 868 3033 being read
Safe n Sound Storage Valley Profile
www.safestorage.co.nz P: 022 130 3885

Handyman Services

Public Notice

Faml
Notices

Share
Connect

Remember

The Valley Proffle can publish your
Family Notices, Obltuacies, (n Me-
movfom, tributes, Engeifre today.

Profile

g Cormancelang
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Contact Nikki Ph 022 130 3885 email nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
DEADLINE; 12 Moon Menday

=~ & BUILDING SERVICES
Building,
home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton » 0273 913 283

THAMES HANDYMAN

Storage

TOTAL STORAGE LTD =™

KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C's apply

021 67 67 99

info@totalstorage.co.nz

TE PAI O HAURAKI MARAE -
SPECIAL HUI TO NOMINATE TRUSTEES
A Special Hui will be held on Sunday 11
August 2024 at 10am at Te Pai o Hauraki
Marae, Papaturoa Avenue, Paeroa to
nominate new trustees.
Nominees must be present at the hui and
speak to their aspirations for our marae.
The current trustees will provide a marae
update to whanau, hap, and iwi.
We are looking for trustees who are
committed and with
governance experience.

For any enquiries and RSVP email:
tepaiohaurakimarae@qmail.com
Kaitahi (Please bring a plate)

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to
everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who does not receive your
weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA

Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post
Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy

PAEROA

Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices,

Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square,

WAIHI

Paeroa Information Hub

Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote,
Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue

8| THAMES

Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,
Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St

Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’

N’Save, Paper Power,

PHOTO SALES

Photographs taken by the
Valley Profile are available
for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
0204 0944 853

Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council
Offices, Kauaeranga Store

TURUA: Turua Dairy

KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

Profﬂe

&8 Coromandelspp
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Online health support hits the road

ORA Te Waka Matihiko

Hauora, a mobile learning
centre, will be touring through-
out the Waikato region helping
people join the growing num-
bers who are benefitting from
having online access to their
health records.

DORA will visit Paeroa Li-
brary on July 22, Ngatea Li-
brary on July 23 and Waihi
Library on July 24, promoting
the benefits of online access to
health information, and help-
ing people use their digital tech
such as smartphones or tablets.

Most practices in the Waika-
to region offer an online health
portal; most use either Manage
My Health or My Indici 2.0.

The online portals provide
patients access to their health
records, such as blood test re-
sults, and also enables them to
order repeat prescriptions and
book appointments. The train-
ers on DORA will be able to
help people use their digital de-
vices to access these services.

The Digital Inclusion Al-
liance Aotearoa (DIAA) has
reached out to Pinnacle Mid-
lands Health Network as well
as library and other commu-
nity organisations to bring
DORA to the Waikato.

DIAA Operations director
Laurence Zwimpfer said the
main goal for the visit was to
ensure communities through-
out the Waikato could learn
about the benefits of having
online access to their health
records as well as get any help
with their digital tech.

“We were most impressed
with the strong interest in on-

DORA all set up and ready for visitors at Fieldays.

line health at the recent Mys-
tery Creek Fieldays; around
1000 people visited us on
DORA and 650 engaged in our
online health quiz.”

Online health services are
available to anyone with a
smartphone, tablet or comput-
er and internet connection.

However, it is up to individ-
ual medical practices to deter-
mine the scope of services that
they can provide, so while the
trainers on DORA explain what
is possible, everyone is encour-

aged to check what their own
GPs offer when they sign up.

Pinnacle clinical director Dr
Jo Scott-Jones said the surge of
online health information, in-
cluding access to our own med-
ical records, highlighted the
critical need for digital health
literacy.

“Like many industries, health
is adopting technology to make
the flow of information easier,
but we don’t want to leave peo-
ple behind.

“This is a great opportunity

Photo: SUPPLIED

for people in the Waikato to get
help accessing their health in-
formation online, and it’s com-
mendable to see so many gen-
eral practices supporting this
work.”

DETAILS: Anyone interested in
getting help with online health
services is welcome to visit DORA
between 10am and 4pm when
DORA is in your area. No booking
is needed. Just drop in and the
trainers will provide help to use
digital devices to connect with
online health services.

Goldfields WI
celebrates 55
years

The 55th birthday celebration
of the Goldfields Women’s In-
stitute was held at Melbourne
Café in Thames on June 11.

A short meeting was held
before lunch, with arrange-
ments being made for the up-
coming Thames Piako Group
Day which will be hosted by
Maramarua/Kopuku Women’s
Institute on July 4.

The big news for the month
was Our 2023 Programme,
which is compiled by our
president, was entered in the
National competition which
resulted in Goldfields coming
1st.

The Programme Cup was
presented on our behalf to fed-
eration president Dawn Clark
at the 103rd AGM/Conference
in Palmerston North at the
end of May.

This is a real honour, as we
were competing with Institutes
throughout New Zealand.
There was plenty of chatter
as this was a very social occa-
sion and at one stage, we were
reminiscing over drama items
that we had performed dur-
ing years gone by. After lunch,
four really nice grocery raffles
were drawn with the winners
being Jean Brady, Maureen
Claason, Kate Wood and Bev
Schenkel. A great day celebrat-
ing our birthday.

- Supplied by Goldfields WI

AVAILABLE NOW

* 2 bedroom Apartment
on Level 2
* Two Bedroom Villas

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Richmon
Villas

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

offer stylish warmth and light.

g Living the lifestyle, lo
' A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel
82 Richmond St, Thames

0800 868 5484

STAGE 1 1S NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

ving the choice...

www.richmondvillas.co.nz

PHONE US

to view

by appointment

Come and experience

the difference!
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Trade Prescotts Garages are now your local
Thames M}\LK ER Walker Dealer providing sales & service

Fast, Easy. Beautiful Mowing

Industrial supply
specialists that work

for your business. Introductory
Special

. R21 42" cut with a
admin@readbros.co.nz free mulch kit fitted

SERVICES AVAILABLE: ]
« Key Cutting * Sharpening $13,995 inc gst

¢ Wire Rope Swaging * Rope Splicing . . .
e Cut-to-length Extrusions Demonstration Machines available call us to try one out

¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

Contact us today:

READ BROS. HARDWARE Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
308 Pollen St, Thames F ‘? [ 5' r ﬂ f f 5 021 285 4870/ 07 864 7801
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608 ' L 1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
A 74 8E5 e www.prescottsgarages.co.nz
SUDOKU
DM O[OS N0
Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 e et KA
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EASY MEDIUM HARD I |~ o —[<[o[w|ovn
ACROSS 66 Curtains (6) 30 Common sense (4)
1 Meat jelly (5) 67 Alanguage of the 32 Liquid (5)
4 Macabre (8) Middle East (6) 34 Fake (5)
9 Chemist’s grinder (6) 69 Unhealthy 36 Invitation instruction
14 Toned down (5) preoccupation (9) (1,1,1,1)
15 Excessively big- 72 Come to rest (6) 38 Falsehood (3)
hearted (8,2,1,5) 73 Users (9) 42 Coat part (5)
17 Irritate (5) 75 German measles 43 Ice cream flavour
18 Snooze (3) (7) 7)
19 Fashionable (7) 77 Encountered (3) 44 Overdue (4)
20 Type of jazz (9) 80 Policy reversal (1-4) 45 Tooth coating (6)
21 Thrilled (6) 81 Betray (4,4,3,5) 46 Overparticular (5)
24 Dutiful behaviour (9) 82 Book (5) 48 Thanklessness (11)
25 Vital gas (6) 83 Watercourse (6) 49 Water bird (7)
26 Ally (6) 84 Periods off work (8) 50 Decay (3)
29 Paid occupation 85 Trivial (5) 51 Signal with hand (7)
(10) 52 Bitter-tasting (6)
31 Fluid in plants (3) DOWN 53 One displaying new
32 Thwarted (6) 2 Watcher (9) clothes (7,5)
33 Lacking sensation 3 Model (5) 54 Unexpected slide
(4) 5 Stratagem (4) (4)
35 Lubricate (3) 6 Feeling (7) 57 Take a firm stand .
37 Blueprint (4) 7 Departing rapidly (6) o
39 Those carryingout  (3,4,1,4) 64 First-rate (9)
39 Those camyingout (34.1:4) G4 Fistrate O) ) HENEEEEEE B [JEEEENEEE SJEEN
40 Beating the seeds 9 Strength (7) 66 Hibernating (7) . . . . m . . . . .
out of grain (9) 10 Join line (4) 68 Fruit flower (7) . . “ .
41 Select group (5) 11 Missing 70 Twisted (7)
42 Razed (8) companionship (6) 71 Display
47 Shears (8) 12 Rise (5) ostentatiously (6) . -
51 Dutch cheese (5) 13 Modified to fit a 72 Cooking/heating
55 Pierce (9) particular purpose (7) device (5)
56 Crisp roast pork 14 Puzzle (7) 74 Slender graceful
skin (9) 16 Pearl container (6,5) young woman (5) ) “.-. . “-“.
58 Auction items (4) 22 Split (6) 76 Deportee (5) f
59 Snow runner (3) 23 Umpire a dispute (7) 78 Gambler’s stake (4)
60 Quiet spell (4) 24 Crime (7) 79 Sojourn (4) . .- .
61 With care, softly (6) 25 Defy (6) I .
62 First note (3) 27 Slippery (7) .
63 Sent (10) 28 Motor fuel (6) )
PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Moist, 4 Bed and breakfast, 14 Power, 15 Odour, 16 Starvation, 17 Solve, 19 Fun, 20 Naughty, = DOWN: 2 Ordeal, 3 Swung, 5 Eats, 6 Airfare, 7 Draper, 8 Raise, 9 Amnesty, 10 Fist, 11 Seldom, 12 Swift,
21 Make sense, 22 Nougat, 25 Altimeter, 27 Rhythm, 28 Tissue, 33 Deliberate, 35 Rug, 36 Eulogy, 37 13 Granite, 14 Penguin, 18 Strike back, 23 Delay, 24 Chalice, 26 Leisure, 27 Regatta, 29 Service, 30

Drum, 39 All, 41 Jugular, 42 Bisect, 43 Coalition, 44 Theme, 45 Streaker, 50 Ra, 51 Etcetera, 55 Agile, 58 ~ Result, 31 Creel, 32 Aghast, 34 Evil, 36 Elver, 38 Mania, 40 Rife, 45 Shift, 46 Regions, 47 Aunt, 48 Exotic,
Ingenious, 59 Cherry, 60 Clarify, 61 Too, 63 Took, 64 Sicily, 65 Vat, 66 Proficient, 68 Gossip, 69 Pilfer, 71 49 Dirty, 50 Recover, 52 Call it a day, 53 Tarnish, 54 Refund, 55 Aspirin, 56 Jetty, 57 Drop, 62 Dodge, 67
Biography, 76 Mosaic, 77 Pragmatic, 79 Bandage, 81 Cue, 84 In-law, 85 Sabbatical, 86 Prank, 87 Strap, Kinship, 68 Glucose, 70 Foresee, 72 Initial, 73 Pillar, 74 Banana, 75 Agenda, 76 Metre, 78 Gable, 80 Dirge,
88 Bronze medallist, 89 Pedal. 82 Swan, 83 Pass.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Strings that soothe: an 1ntroduct10n to harp

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

When Anna Dunwoodie
asks the question, “Have
you ever played a harp be-
fore?”, the answer is almost
always, “No, but I've always
wanted to”. It’s an instrument
that appeals to the romance in
the soul, conjuring images of
frolicking nymphs or intimate
Victorian waltzes.

Anna, a professional mu-
sician, fell in love with the
instrument at the age of 10.
Now, she seizes any opportu-
nity to share that passion with
others.

Upon my arrival at Anna’s
studio in Thames, I find my-
self enveloped by that same
enthusiasm as I am swiftly
seated behind a wooden lever
harp, almost as tall as I am, for
an introductory lesson.

Instrument nestled against
my shoulder, Anna takes me
through basic hand positions
- “thumb goes there, and use
your second finger to go up,” -
and we are away.

Coming from a musical
background, it’s easy enough
to follow along with a rendi-
tion of Frére Jacques and
a simple Celtic folk tune.
Straight-forward notes, but
they are soothing and melodic.
That’s where the appeal of the
harp lies, Anna says.

“It’s actually really easy to
make a really pleasant sound
- there’s no bum notes on the
harp,” she says. “I think it
takes away a degree of the in-
accessibility when people can
actually make a great sound
on it straight away.”

Between chords, we talk
music. Anna is heading to New
Jersey in the United States in
July - she’s been invited to the
Somerset Folk Harp Festival, a
massive gathering of harpists
from across the world.

“I'm teaching four work-
shops. One’s called Kiwi Celt
Tunes, so I'm teaching them
things like the Wellerman
and Pokarekareana... And
then another one I'm doing is
called I Hate Sight Reading.”

She’s also runmng a workshop
on memorising music, and a
session called “Rounds”, with
participants getting the chance
to try each others’ instruments
in a relaxed setting.

While the four-day festival is
a great opportunity for profes-
sional development, Anna is
also excited about the network-
ing opportunities. She’s been
instrumental in the revival of
the harp in New Zealand, she
says, and she’s keen to keep up
the momentum.

“There’s probably going to
be, I don’t know, four or five
hundred harpists there - all the
top names and teachers and
performers coming from all
around the world,” she says.

“We had our first New Zea-
land harp festival at the start of
2023 - I was the artistic direc-
tor for that. I'd been watching
overseas for years and going,
I'd love to have a festival here.

“The silver lining of Covid
was that all the overseas harp-
ists that I'd connected with

over the years [were] sud-
denly saying, we want to come
to New Zealand. And we got
12 international harpists out
here.”

Now she’s working on plan-
ning for Harpfest 2026, but
meanwhile, Anna’s finding
other ways to bring harp music
to the people. One of her fa-
vourite ways is through school
visits.

“It’s great to get in there and
just let kids play them,” Anna
says. “Some teachers look at
me in horror when I rock in
with like seven or eight little
harps. I always say to them,
the most challenging kid in
your class would be the one
who sits at the harp, and you
just see them drift off. They get
the sort of seven-mile stare as
they’re playing. I've seen that
for years... I suspect it’s to do
with the vibrations, and the
fact that you’ve put an expen-
sive instrument in their hands,
and trusted them with it.

“That’s quite empowering.

“Sometimes the pretty lit-
tle girls in the classroom start
singing with it, too... they’ll
be happily singing away, and
I think, oh, my God, girl, hold
on to that. You need confi-
dence to sing and play.”

My confidence is building
too. By the end of the les-
son I've learnt the folk tunes

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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and produced some passable
chords and glissandos. But my
beginning fumbles pale against
the soft music that accompa-
nies me as I leave, a taste of
what a skilled performer can
coax from the instrument.
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Club Manouche to play

After a six month self-imposed re-
cess, Kauaeranga Music is back for
the second half of 2024, and cel-
ebrate this with Club Manouche
on July 26 at 7:30pm.

Featuring  Professor James
Sneyd on violin, Craig Denham on
accordion, foot percussion and
vocals, Phil (the shredder) Beat-
son on guitar and Aaron Coddel
on bass, Club Manouche play an
intoxicating live set of gypsy swing
classics, mixed with an eclectic se-
lection of odd sorts.

With the tangible camarade-
rie of seasoned players and long
friendships, their performances
are filled with passion, gusto, a
sense of humour and mischie-
vousness.

They’re certainly not beyond
taking a well-known tune down

the wormhole of contagious im-
provisational outbursts to see
what'’s there.

The recommendation from the
artists is to turn up with your best
bohemian spirit and your dancing
shoes. These guys know how to
have fun with music and to give
everyone a smile that only comes
from a night out with great live
music.

DETAILS: Kauaeranga Hall, 437
Kauaeranga Valley Rd, Thames,
Tickets: Door sales $25; Pre-paid
S22 txt: 021 912 993 or kauaeran-
gahallmusic@gmail.com or Gar-
den Music, 712 Pollen St, Thames.

Club Manouche, from left: Aaron
Coddel, Craig Denham, James
Sneyd, Phil Beatson.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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SPORTS

Kick-off for Karly S memonl cup

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

omen from across Thames

Valley took to the rugby
field for a new competition that
began on June 30, competing
for the Karly Forsyth Memorial
Cup.

The first round of Thames
Valley Rugby Union’s inaugural
10-a-side Club of Origin compe-
tition saw Ngatea take on Hau-
raki North, Whangamata chal-
lenge Te Aroha, and Thames
face off against Coromandel.

The wins were claimed by
Hauraki North, Te Aroha, and
Coromandel. The competition
was officially kicked off with
an opening ceremony on June
10. Family members of former
Hauraki North Diamonds player
Karly Forsyth, who passed away
from cancer at the age of 17,
were in attendance to unveil the
trophy named in her honour.

Thames Valley Rugby Un-
ion community rugby manager
Scott Day said it was an emo-
tional event.

“It was a mixture of laughter
and tears, especially when we
announced the Karly Forsyth
Memorial Cup,” he said.

“We talked about how Karly’s
contribution to women and girls’
rugby in the Thames Valley will
forever live on, and that her con-
tributions will be acknowledged

through this competition.”

Scott said the development-
level competition’s purpose
was to celebrate and encourage
women in the sport.

“The trophy will be great and
well-deserved to the winner, but
that’s not the aim,” he said.

“We know that there’s people
of all ages, abilities, experiences

Hauraki North take on Ngatea in the new competition. Photos: TAMSIN ARMSTRONG

wanting to play. [The] numbers
are really, really positive - eve-
ry squad had over 20 players,
which is just phenomenal.”
RESULTS: HaurakiNorth39vNgatea
0; Te Aroha 29 v Whangamata 14;
Coromandel 87 v Thames 0.
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COZY COMFORT

MATTRESS + BASE
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POSTURE ELITE FIRM

MATTRESS + BASE

STARTS FROM

$729

a2

STARTS FROM

$1220 & D

IMPERIAL GEL

MATTRESS + BASE

STARTS FROM

$2474 & D

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to single

size mattress and base only.

24 Beds4U Stores Across North Island

BEDSE U

.co.nz

Yourlocal sleep experts




