
The Valley Profile’s 2023 investigation 
into the homeless crisis in Thames and 

the subsequent community involvement 
that followed has been acknowledged with 
the highest praise at this year’s New Zea-
land Community Newspaper Association 
Awards.

The Profile scooped four awards, includ-

ing joint winner in the Best Community In-
volvement category for senior reporter Kel-
ley Tantau’s Living Rough series of articles 
- which the judges described as “a real ex-
ample of how a community newspaper can 
bring people together with an action plan”. 

Advertising manager Nikki Sanders was 
named runner up Best Sales Professional, 
a category she won in both 2023 and 2022; 
The Profile was named runner up Best Front 

Page - Newspaper, and Kelley also won Best 
Senior News Journalist for the second year 
in a row, with her work on the Living Rough 
investigation commended.

“An investigation into homelessness in 
Thames showcased Kelley’s ability to dig 
deep into a confronting story, accompanied 
by skillful writing,” the judges said. “Clearly 
she’s got great contacts who trust her to tell 
a sensitive story well. What I found most 

commendable was she didn’t let it go. Fol-
low-up stories gave the community several 
perspectives on an important issue.”

Kelley, who is now on maternity leave 
until the New Year, said she was “so 
thrilled” to have been named Best Sen-
ior News Journalist for the second year 
running. “And for our homelessness  in-
vestigation to have been so well-received
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Accolades for ‘digging deep’Accolades for ‘digging deep’

From left: Valley Profile reporter Alice Parminter, managing 
editor Teresa Ramsey, senior reporter Kelley Tantau, CNA 

awards MC Jason Gunn, advertising manager Nikki Sanders 
and feature writer Davidda Hikatangata.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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To determine tide times at the following
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time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.
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offer professional welding results and simple

setup for all welding requirements and skill levels.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
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and page number of the ad by the following 
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Richmond Villas, 89 Richmond St.

President: Barbara Shaw 027 2027545
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treats out together.

           Accountants
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Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town
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E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

by the judges is incredibly humbling,” she 
said. “The awards evening highlighted how 
good community newspapers don’t turn a 
blind eye to issues impacting its people, and 
the win is also a credit to our local police of-
ficers and community members who trusted 
us to shine a light on homelessness and do it 
in a way that was constructive.”

The homelessness investigation kicked 
off in May, 2023, after Kelley visited the 
displaced’s make-shift campsite in Thames’ 
Danby Field, escorted by a local cop. It was 
followed by a story in June about the in-
crease of drinking and drug use in the main 
street; an interview with the Baptist Church 
in August; and culminated in November 
when a ‘home for the homeless’ project was 
pitched.

Meanwhile, judges said The Profile’s ad-
vertising manager Nikki Sanders “continues 
to excel at sales in her local area, ensuring 
that the publication is well supported”, while 
the newspaper’s front pages were described 
as “simple without being boring, colourful 
without being too busy”.

“The Profile offers a nice mix of hard and 
soft news, and always makes the reader want 
to find out more,” judges said. “The August 
23 (Warriors fan) and February 1 (SH25A 
slip damage) in particular are examples of 
community front pages at their best.”

Valley Profile managing editor Teresa 
Ramsey said her small team “really punches 
above its weight, resulting in multiple na-
tional awards against some very big players 
in the industry over the past few years”. 

“The focus of The Profile is quality jour-

nalism - to connect, celebrate and represent 
our people and communities,” she said.

“Kelley’s work over the past few years has 
been an incredible example of this, her sto-
ries and investigations are always fair, fact-
checked, balanced and beautifully written. 
We will certainly miss her over the next six 
months while she’s on leave, but we’re ex-
cited about this new chapter in her and hus-
band Matt’s lives.

“The importance of the effects of good 
journalism in our communities is often 
overlooked, and publishing The Profile each 
week is only possible with the support from 
our local businesses. Nikki’s hard work and 
talents in securing ongoing advertising have 
been crucial for the development and ongo-
ing growth of The Profile in an incredibly 
tough climate, and her third award in three 
years is testament to this.”

The event was held at the Hilton Hotel 
in Auckland on May 23, and hosted by TV 
personality Jason Gunn. The awards are an 
annual event which celebrate the very best 
in local journalism. The association has 
around 90 members which publish inde-
pendent community titles throughout New 
Zealand, including The Whakatane Beacon, 
Ashburton Guardian, Wairarapa Times-
Age and around 25 Allied Press community 
papers. This year, The Frank Veale Memo-
rial Award for Best Community Newspaper 
was won by the Ashburton Guardian, and 
Queenstown’s Mountain Scene was named 
runner up, while Best Magazine was won by 
Waiheke Weekender, 
runner up: Nelson Mag-
azine.

‘Digging deep’ leads Profile to four wins
CONTINUED FROM P1

In Brief
FATAL CRASH
A Paeroa man has died following a serious crash 
involving a truck and van on State Highway 26 
north of Te Aroha on May 23. Police said emer-
gency services were notified of the crash at 
around 7:45am and attended the scene. “Sadly, 
one person died at the scene and another per-
son was transported to Waikato Hospital with 
serious injuries,” Police said. The Serious Crash 
Unit conducted a scene examination, and the 
enquiries into the circumstances leading to the 
crash are ongoing. The road was closed with 
cordons in place on both sides of Rawhiti Rd 
and on Station Rd for much of the day. 
RACECOURSE DEMO
Developers have obtained resource consent for 
the removal of the Grandstand and Tote build-
ing at the former Paeroa Racecourse. Hauraki 
District Council said demolition work was set to 
begin last week. “This is private land so please 
keep clear of the work site.” The development 
will be constructed in nine stages. The proposed 
stage one includes installing a roundabout off 
State Highway 26 and replacing the grandstand 
with an apartment building. Other stages could 
potentially see a motel and commercial site 
erected, a chapel and multiple green spaces es-
tablished, and roughly 230 houses built.
PEST FUNDING
Applications are now open for Waikato Regional 
Council’s 2024 small scale community initiatives 
fund. Up to $5000 is available to volunteer com-
munity groups and landowners in the Waikato 
region, for projects focused on pest animal and 
pest plant control, primarily for the purchase of 
materials such as traps, lures and herbicides. 
Applications close on May 31. See waikatore-
gion.govt.nz for more information. 
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Club targeted by thieves twice in one week
Two burglaries a week apart at 

Thames Croquet Club have left 
its members “shocked and hurt” 
as they try to raise funds to replace 
stolen equipment and repair dam-
aged sheds.

Police said the burglaries 
were part of an increase in thefts 
throughout the region recently, 
particularly thefts of copper pip-
ing and scrap metal.

Club spokesperson Sheryl Mc-
Connell said equipment, includ-
ing tools, petrol cans, a leaf blower 
and a recently upgraded lawn 
mower were stolen in the burgla-
ries, which happened overnight 
on May 3 and May 10 at the club’s 
Brown St premises.

The thieves, who broke three 
padlocks and damaged locks on 
two sheds during the burglaries, 
also tried to take the ride-on mow-
er, but might have been disturbed 
as it was left damaged on the cro-
quet lawns, she said. No croquet 
equipment was taken. 

The thefts are expected to cost 
the club around $2000 in total, 
for repairs and additional secu-
rity following the burglaries, and 
a $1000 insurance excess to claim 
for the damage and losses.

“[It’s] quite an expense for this 
small club who pride themselves 
on maintaining the lawns, provid-
ing a great facility for residents 
and neighbouring communities of 
all ages to play this fun and tacti-
cal game,” Sheryl said.

“We will gratefully receive some 
assistance from the insurance 
claim but this does not cover all of 
our losses.”

The thefts were “very disap-
pointing” for club members, she 
said. “It could sound like a privi-
lege to be able to play croquet, 
whereas a lot of us have absolutely 
no spare cash at all these days. 

“We’re not privileged in any 
way, we are just people who enjoy 
the game - who love the friendship 
of it, love the competition on the 
lawn and the fresh air.”

The club, which will celebrate 
its 118th anniversary this year, has 
around 30 members, most of them 

retired, she said.
“Most of us are not high income 

earners. All of this is very time 
consuming and difficult.

“[We’re] shocked and hurt that 
people would do this, a club that’s 
there for the enjoyment of people 
and the amount of work that’s put 
into keep the grounds so good, and 
keep our machinery going, like our 
big mower.”

The committee was now looking 
into security lights and cameras to 
cover the sheds in addition to the 

existing lights and a camera cover-
ing the clubrooms, as well as a se-
cure automatic door for the main 
equipment shed. 

“When we restock with our new 
mower, etc, we’re discussing what 
we’re going to do with it,” she said.

The club will fundraise to cover 
the cost of insurance excess, re-
pairs and additional security, and 
also planned to hold a member-
ship drive in the coming months.

Waikato Eastern Police Sergeant 
Tony Mumford said Police were 

Thames Croquet Club committee member Dennis and lawn mowing contractor Tony repair the mower, 
which was damaged in the burglary.                                      Photos: SUPPLIED

following lines of enquiry into an 
increase in thefts in the region, in-
cluding thefts and burglary at the 
Croquet club.

Police were also aware of an in-
crease in thefts of copper piping 
and scrap material in the Thames 
and Waikato Eastern area, he 
said.

“Police advise property owners 
to secure your properties, scrap 
metals and be aware of any suspi-
cious activity,” he said. 

“Any information no matter 
how small may be the piece of the 
puzzle we need in our investiga-
tions. If you see any suspicious or 
unlawful activity please contact 
Police on 105 if it’s after the fact or 
111 if it’s happening now.”
DETAILS: To donate to the club, email 
thamescroquet@gmail.com or find 
Thames Croquet Club on Facebook.

A damaged door and lock on one 
of the equipment sheds. 

By TERESA RAMSEY



04 THE VALLEY PROFILE, May 29, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

VolunteerWeekCelebrations
We’ll be celebrating the vital
work performed by all our
volunteers on Wednesday 19
June at 2pm in the Civic Centre.

Board Chair, Adrian Catran JP
reports:
“Twomajor projects that’ll benefit
Thames for years to come are
reaching fruition. Thames Community
Board is very proud of the role it’s
played in ensuring the Kōpū project went ahead by
contributing $1.4million, providing a huge boost for
aquaculture in the district. Porritt Park Destination
Playground is a great asset that will attract families
frommiles around. Great work all around.”
adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s next meeting is on Wednesday
5 June, 10am in Thames Council Chamber.
tcdc.govt.nz/meetings

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE

29May 2024

Coromandel
Our

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

The Kōpūmarine servicing and business precinct will
be officially launched by the Rt Hon Deputy Prime
Minister Winston Peters on 21 June, completing a $15
million project that is expected to generate up to 100
jobs in the long term.
The 80m long commercial wharf and floating pontoon
enables in-water marine servicing and vessel loading,
as well as providing an unsealed haul-out, an upgraded,
concrete reinforced slipway, and a regional public boat
ramp and car park. The project cost wasmet through
an $8.2 million grant from the government’s Crown

Long-awaited launch for
Ko-pu- Precinct
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LTP close to adoption
Last month was a big milestone in our Long Term
Plan (LTP) journey as Mayor Len, Councillors and staff
heard more than 70 individuals and groups speak to
their submissions on our LTP proposals over two days
of hearings from 1-2 May.
Feedback was received from all five Community
Boards, as well as representatives from a wide
range of community groups including business and
ratepayer associations, libraries, museums, clubs
and trusts. Elected members deliberated on public
feedback from 21-22 May, making their final decisions
for the LTP.
The draft LTP will be audited on 6 June, and adopted
later this month, when we’ll share the key decisions at
tcdc.govt.nz/LTP-2024-2034

Fairview apprentice success

Mayor Len Salt visited FairviewWindows & Doors to
thank owner Mike Veal (2nd from left) for taking on
apprentice Roman McGaskill (right) through the Mayors
Taskforce for Jobs.

tcdc.govt.nz/mtfjapprenticeship

PORRITT PARKOPENING
Excitement is mounting in the lead-up to the
reopening of Porritt Park playground on Friday 31 May.
Local dignitaries and school children will take part in
the official launch in themorning. Security fencing will
then be removed and the park opened to the public in
the afternoon.

The new facilities include: the climbing tower
lighthouse and ‘Wakatere’ boat, ‘hamster’ wheels,
talking tunnels and accessible see-saw and carousel.

tcdc.govt.nz/porritt

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

TC
DC

M
AY
24

KERBSIDECOLLECTIONS
IN JUNE
On the first week of June,
yellow week recycling
collections will take place a
day later due to the King’s
Birthday public holiday on
Monday 3 June. Collections for
Thames Coast and Manāia will
be on Thursday 6 June and Thames & Surrounds and
Thames Rural South will be on Friday 7 June.

Check your local calendar at tcdc.govt.nz/bindays
Rubbish and Recycling Transfer Stations (RTS) will
remain open as usual on King’s Birthday and Matariki
public holidays on Monday 3 June and Friday 28
June, from 8.30am-4.30pm. The Thames area red
week rubbish and food scraps collections will be
unaffected by the Matariki holiday.
tcdc.govt.nz/RTS

Infrastructure Partners Fund, bolstered with central,
regional, district and community funds.
tcdc.govt.nz/kopu

THAMES POOL SURVEY
Thanks to everybody who
shared their views on options
for an aquatic facility to
replace Thames Centennial
Pool. More than 1,400
completed survey responses
were received – one of the
highest responses to a survey
we’ve had over the past few years.
The feedback is being analysed and will be part
of a business case report being presented to
Thames Community Board in July for selection of
a preferred option. tcdc.govt.nz/aquatics



it’s not the word itself - it’s the 
way you say it.

“It’s a bit of horse language.”
A quick “get up” or a cluck 

could make the horse go a bit 
faster, or saying something 
slowly could do the trick to 
slow it down, she said.

Camryn said the whole ex-
perience helped her build rela-
tionships and make some real-
ly good friendships. There were 
18 people in her tour group, 
which included riders from 
New Zealand, Australia, Na-
mibia and “all over the world”.

Camryn became good friends 
with one of the Australian rid-
ers and was invited to fly over 
and stay with her family for a 
couple of weeks. 

“I met some super success-
ful people that have opened 
up doors for me to travel,” she 
said.

And now she has those con-
nections in Argentina: “I can go 
back there whenever I like”.
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KING’S BIRTHDAY

FREE Local Delivery*

STARTS
FROM $1880

BLISS GEL

STARTS
FROM $1395

INSPIRE LATEX

STARTS
FROM $2170

ULTRA BLISS GEL

34 months interest free is available for purchases on $999 and over using Purple Visa Card. Purple Visa Card Terms and Conditions, credit criteria and
Rates and Fees (including a $55 establishment fee and a $55 annual fee) apply. Prevailing interest rate (currently 26.65% p.a., as at 1 April 2024) will
apply to any outstanding balance at the expiry of the interest free period. Visit purplevisa.co.nz for more information.

34 MONTHS INTEREST FREE

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

Earn Flybuys with us!

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to single size mattress and base only.
Free local delivery applies on purchases of $999 and above, within a 10km radius.

24 Beds4U Stores Across North Island

SPORTS
Showjumper flies high in Argentina
New friendships and con-

nections aren’t the only 
things that Camryn Young 
brought back from her “expe-
rience of a lifetime” in South 
America this month.

The 15-year-old showjumper 
also brought back two awards 
and a placing when she com-
peted in three classes over 
three days at Sol de Mayo 2* 
International as part of the 
Global Amateur Tour in Argen-
tina.

Dubbed the Top Foreign 
Rider, securing the Best Style 
Award and placing fifth in the 
1.10m class, Camryn told The 
Profile: “I was really shocked, 
but really proud of myself”.

“It was a very big atmosphere 
and there [were] lots of people. 

“It brings you all together so 
it was not too different from 
what it’s like at home.”

With 50 people in her age 
category, the Hauraki Plains 
College student said she “rode 
with an open mind” and did 
everything she needed to 
achieve her goals. One thing 
Camryn said she learnt from 
the experience was that she 
needed to believe in herself.

“I am more than capable of 
achieving results in my riding.”

The Global Amateur Tour 
gives amateaur horse riders the 

opportunity to feel what it’s like 
to compete internationally and 
unites them with riders from all 
over the world.

“You meet so many different 
people, and ride these incred-
ible horses,” she said.

“[It’s] unbelievable to travel 
so far and achieve so much on 
a horse that I had only just met 
and ridden three times before 
the comp.”

It was love at first sight with 
her beautiful teammate CT 

Saul, Camryn said.
“I wished I could take him 

home.”
Camryn didn’t need to learn 

any Spanish to communicate 
with her pal CT Saul.

“When you’re on the horse, 

15-year-old Camryn Young leaps over the obstacle with teammate CT Saul in Buenos Aires.                    Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA “[It’s] unbelievable 
to travel so far and 
achieve so much on 
a horse that I had 
only just met and 
ridden three times 
before the comp.”

- Camryn Young
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• 2 bedroom Apartment

on Level 2
• Two Bedroom Villas
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Further tragedy strikes in Karangahake Gorge

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Continued from last week’s 
Valley Profile

After a failed attempt to return a 
raft to the other side of the Oh-

inemuri River following the search 
for 13-year-old Christina Pool, 
three young men were left in diffi-
culties in the strong flowing water.

Thomas Turnball and James 
Whiting made it to the riverside 
but Harry Morris was now sev-
eral feet from the bank. Ebenezer 
McLeod, 20, swam out to him.

He got Harry to put his hand 
on his shoulder, and advised him 
to steady himself. Ebenezer was 
then forced under the water and 
on coming to the surface found the 
rope round his neck. He freed him-
self and swam back to Harry and 
caught his hand. Harry was strug-
gling and pulled Ebenezer under. 
Ebenezer got back into shallow 
water but Harry had drifted still 
further downstream and further 
into the river. Ebenezer made an-
other attempt, but Harry struggled 
so much that he lost his hold and 
got into deep water. After that he 
could not locate Harry again. It was 

about 45 minutes before the body 
of Harry was recovered. Efforts to 
revive him were conducted for half 
an hour, but were unsuccessful.

Constable McClinchy, who 
helped with the dragging opera-
tions with Harry and his mates, 
had left for Mackaytown once word 
had been received that Christina’s 
body had been recovered. Shortly 
after arriving there he received the 
shocking news that Harry had also 
been drowned. He returned and as-
sisted with the dragging operations 
for Harry. The Karangahake com-
munity were thunderstruck.

Christina Pool was a child be-
loved by all, and sympathy was 
extended to her bereaved family in 
their great loss. Words failed to ex-
press the township’s feelings after 
the second tragedy.

Harry, 23, was a fine specimen 
of young manhood. He worked as 
a quarryman and took a prominent 
part in all local affairs being secre-
tary of the Ohinemuri Acclimatisa-
tion Society, and a member of the 
local football, cricket, and tennis 
clubs. He also occupied the chair of 
Noble Grand in the Loyal Karanga-

hake Lodge. His mother had died 
in 1901, the year he and his twin 
brother Charles were born. Charles 
had died just four years previously, 
aged 18, after a serious operation.

Sympathy was widely felt for the 
family in their great affliction.

The inquests of Christina and 
Harry were held together. Chris-
tina’s stepfather stated that she left 
home in good health on the morn-
ing of the accident. Her young 
friends Edith, Melva and May gave 
their evidence. The coroner said 
he deplored the death of Christina, 
and appreciated the assistance of 
the whole of Karangahake in their 
efforts to recover her body. The 
court extended its sympathy to the 
parents in the loss of the child and 
the anguish caused by not finding 
the body for so long afterwards.

The verdict was that Christina 
accidentally drowned in the Ohine-
muri River.

Bennett Morris, Harry’s broth-
er, stated that Harry was always 
strong and active, and was con-
sidered a good swimmer. Harry’s 
friends testified to their desperate 
attempts to save him. The coroner 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter

1. In which year did the first 
episode of The Simpsons screen 
on United States TV?
2. Ibiza is in which European 
country?
3. What symbol is also known as 
an octothorp?
4. What word beginning with H 
describes a seat for riding on the 
back of an elephant or camel?
5. Taylor Swift’s song We Are 
Never Ever Getting Back Together 
is generally thought to be about 
which actor?
6. Goldfields Shopping Centre 
in Thames opened in which 
decade?
7. Does the slang usage of 
the word “scuttlebutt” refer 
to: a.) rumour or gossip, b.) a 
mischievous person, c.) a type of 
vehicle?
8. Who is Shortland Street’s 
longest-serving actor?
9. Horology is the study of what?
10. Which is the only Major 
League Baseball (MLB) team that 
is not based in the United States?

Answers: 1. 1989; 2. Spain; 3. the hash or 
pound symbol (#); 4. a howdah; 5. Jake 
Gyllenhaal; 6. the 1990s; 7. a.) rumour or 
gossip; 8. Michael Galvin as Chris Warner; 
9. Clocks; 10. the Toronto Blue Jays. 

The Karangahake Gorge.           
Photo: SUPPLIED

PART TWO

proffered the court’s sympathy to 
Harry’s relatives and commented 
favourably on the efforts made by 
him and his mates to find Christi-
na. It was apparent that Harry was 
held in very high esteem and it was 
very regrettable that his life should 
be terminated in such a sudden 
manner. 

He also praised Ebenezer McLe-
od for making three attempts to 
save Harry while the river was still 
partly in flood and the current both 
swift and dangerous. The verdict 
was that Harry met his death by 
accidental drowning while assist-
ing the residents of the town to 
recover the body of Christina Pool, 
the evidence showing that he un-
dertook a task beyond his powers 
of endurance.

The funerals of both Christina 
and Harry took place at Paeroa’s 
Pukerimu cemetery, attended by 
members of families, the pupils 
and teachers of the Karangahake 
School, brethren of the Oddfellows 
Lodge, and a large crowd of people 
from all parts of the district.

In 1925, Ebenezer McLeod was 
awarded a Royal Humane Society 
certificate for his gallant attempts 
to rescue Harry. The award was 
the first of its kind to be made in 
the district and Karangahake citi-
zens were proud that they had in 
their midst a young man who was 
prepared to lay down his life for his 
friend.

It was said that the associations 
of the mining community were no 
doubt partly responsible for the 
courage displayed by Ebenezer, 
for it was a recognised fact that the 
members of the mining communi-
ties were noted for their self sacri-
fice and bravery when faced with 
sudden peril.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Ford Focus Sport
Top Spec, Low Kms

$15,990
NOW

2011 Holden Captiva
V6 Auto, AWD, 7 Seat,
Top Spec & Condition

$9,990

2014 Nissan Qashqai
2.0Ltr Auto, 2WD

$12,990
ONLY

2014 Mitsubishi Lancer
GSR

2.0Ltr Auto, Alloys, Spoiler, Body Kit

ONLY
$8,990

2012 Mazda Atenza
2.5Ltr Auto

$11,990

2012 Nissan Lafesta
2Lt Auto, 7 Seat

$10,990
2004 Mitsubishi Grandis

Auto, 7 Seat, Good Kms

$6,990

2015 Holden Cruze
1.8Ltr, NZ New, Low 23k, Auto

ONLY
$12,990

Students gather around the balloon as it fires up.         Photos: SUPPLIED

Andrew Parker from the Flying 
High Project handles the balloon.

Balloons over Paeroa
A colourful spectacle drew St 

Joseph’s Catholic School 
students outside on May 17. 

A hot air balloon was raised 
from the Paeroa school’s field 
as part of an education pro-
gramme called The Flying High 
Project, which has been pro-
viding learning resources and 
working with the school and its 
students. 

St Joseph’s Principal Emaline 
Cull told The Profile the Flying 
High Project was all about lift-
ing kids’ aspirations for strong-
er, sustainable communities. 
Through STEAM learning, (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, 
arts and mathematics) the pro-
gramme also explored learning 
about sustainability and differ-
ent world views, including Te 

Ao Māori. 
“STEAM education is a pow-

erful way to engage children in 
learning, and maybe ignite a 
passion in them to pursue sci-
ence, technology, engineering, 
the arts or mathematics as a 
career in the future,” Emaline 
said. 

The hot air balloon visit was 
the culmination of the educa-
tion opportunity the students 
received, with the aim to en-
courage students to believe 
they could dream big and have 
large goals and aspirations to 
work towards.

“This was hugely exciting for 
our children,” Emaline said.

“To come to school and see a 
hot air balloon on the field was 
a special experience for them, 
and something I’m sure they’ll 
remember.” 

Kids help to pack away the hot air balloon. 

By TALLIS AUSTEN, Gateway 
Journalism Student

The hot air balloon is readied for lift off 
over the school field.

SPORTS
FOOTBALL

Thames Football Club senior men secured 
their sixth consecutive victory by narrowly 
defeating Ngaruawahia at Rhodes Park 
on the weekend. The Division 2 fixture 
kicked off amidst challenging weather 
conditions, with both teams struggling to 
maintain possession in the face of a swirl-
ing wind. Thames slowly started to get 
a foothold in the game with several po-
tent attacks coming from wide positions. 
The opening goal came from a familiar 
source - a Harry Williscroft corner which 
caught the wind and bamboozled Ethan 
O’Brien, who could only deflect the ball 
into his own net. Set pieces continued to 
provide the most likely route for Thames 
and just before halftime, they added a 
second. Brown swung in another corner, 
causing havoc inside the six-yard box, with 
combative midfielder Mark Reeves fir-
ing home a rebound - doubling the lead. 
A scrappy half nonetheless but Thames 
were clinical and went into the half-time 
break with a deserved lead. 
A much more composed Thames emerged 
in the second half, keeping possession 
better in midfield. A fine cross from Bu-
chan found Ryan Le Roux who turned 
skillfully before shooting. Aggression was 
a key theme of Ngaruawaia’s play with Le 
Roux and Williscroft targeted with strong 
tackles, the young duo were smart and 
robust enough to deal with the onslaught. 
With tempers threatening to boil over, 
Brown was involved in a ruckus with Azael 
Withers with the Thames man receiving a 
yellow card for his trouble.
 Thames ended the game well with a flurry 
of well-worked chances. Kim, tenacious as 
ever, pounced on a loose ball before ping-
ing a superb cross-field ball to Williscroft, 
who took the ball in his stride before forc-
ing Aaron Smith into a smart save. The last 
touch belonged to Sam Cox, who burst 
forward from defence to fire over as the 
referee called time on proceedings. “The 
boys put on a mature performance today, 
controlling the game from start to finish. 
We are now on a six-game win streak and 
feel strong momentum despite injuries to 
some key players,” player and manager 
Michael Kim said. - Jonathan Coles
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Uncovering aute: artist’s path back to kaitiaki
An artist’s journey to learn 

more about traditional Māori 
crafting materials has led to the 
discovery of a long-lost taonga in 
the Komata hills outside Paeroa. 

Arapeta Hākura, a Māori tex-
tiles artist and lecturer, has been 
searching for aute plants in the 
Hauraki district. The plant, also 
known as paper mulberry or 
broussonetia papyrifera, was 
originally brought to New Zealand 
with the Tainui, Arapeta said. 

“The mulberry is technically 
an invasive plant, but because 
these were planted when Tainui 
first arrived in the Hauraki, it’s a 
taonga,” he said. “I’m assuming 
that it’s from Tahiti, because that’s 
the variant of mulberry that came 
over on the Waka Tainui. These 
are sites of significance.”

Journal papers from the late 
1800s suggest the plant, which 
struggled to adapt to the cooler 
climate, had died out in New Zea-
land around the 1850s. 

However, Arapeta had suspi-
cions there were some aute left in 
Hauraki. His research led him to 
a  listing on the iNaturalist web-
site by a member of the public 
claiming to have found a paper 
mulberry on Komata Reef, and he 
immediately reached out. The pair 
went for a tramp in the hills, and 
confirmed the finding. Arapeta 
has also since found another aute 
in Waitawheta. 

“So there was the one in Koma-
ta… And then the other one is 
along the Waitawheta River. That 
sits on conservation land. And 
that grove is slightly different to 
the one that’s in Komata,” Arapeta 
said. 

“From my observation, they do 
look like different species. You can 
tell by the leaf morphology… The 
one up at Komata is very open-
leaved, with about two or three 
little tooth or grooves in. The one 
in Waitawheta, it’s like a distinct 
five-leaf with grooves on the in-
side. And that’s more commonly 
seen in kind of the Pacific Islands.” 

The discovery has developed 
from Arapeta’s research into aute 
as an art practice, and his work on 
reconnecting with his whakapapa. 
He comes from the Tukaramaine 
(Coromandels) family, who were 

Arapeta Hākura with the aute plant found in Komata Reef. INSET: Arapeta with a strip of beaten aute he plans to make into a taniko. 
some of the original kaitiaki of the 
region. “That’s how I started my 
journey, looking at whakapapa 
and then realising that it’s a fam-
ily practice and that, yeah, there’s 
a responsibility behind that to be 
a part of the movement of reviving 
it,” he said. 

“There were many different 
families who were kaitiaki, but the 
Coromandels were one of the pre-
dominant families. We’re mostly 
known for growing in Kaiaua, 
which is where we had the last of 
our plantations that were known.

“I want to say around 1890 is 
when the last observation of the 
grove was there, but there’s a re-
ally famous proverb that’s been 
passed on that the Hauraki was 
the place where aute grew.”

Once a normal sight across the 
peninsula and Hauraki region, 
aute was a plant with high status 
among his people and was often 

planted beside a whare to mark 
the burial of a chief, Arapeta said.

“My intentions with researching 
and locating mulberry isn’t neces-
sarily to be like, I’m making claim 
to this - it’s just making it known to 
people that they’re there and that 
there are certain responsibilities 
that I now feel responsible for, like 
upholding the well-being of those 
spaces.” 

As far as using the material, Ara-
peta tries to stick as closely to tra-
ditional practices as possible, beat-
ing out the aute bark with wooden 
beaters and colouring it with natu-
ral pigments. 

“Most artists, we have our dif-
ferent niches, and mine happens 
to be Māori material arts, which 
then goes into botany, it goes into 
archaeology, it goes into different 
sciences ,” he said. 

“It’s absolutely holistic. Every-
thing is interrelated - if you do one, 

you know the other. I’m not just 
making, I’m also going out and 
looking at plants and doing all the 
other really good stuff.”

The aute Arapeta prepares will 
be made into adornments, such as 
earrings, taniko (shoulder bands), 
and headbands. 

“I’m going to paint them and 
put different geometric patterns, 
which represent different histories 
and all that kind of stuff,” he said. 

“My general rule is to always 
use natural materials, and just try 
to keep it as authentic as possible. 
I always like to reflect on what’s 
happened in the past to inform 
what I make now. But yeah, there’s 
been aute that I have worked with 
that isn’t really good for cloth. It’s 
quite thin, so I’ve ended up just 
kind of mushing it together and 
making paper.”

Now, Arapeta plans on expand-
ing his research and seeing if he 

can find other aute hidden away. 
“And a lot of that will be look-

ing at maps, aligning them with 
hiking trails and also archaeology 
maps and trying to find hotspots,” 
he said. “In terms of my research, 
I definitely want to move it into 
the academic field. There will be 
reports that I’ll be writing as well 
that lead up to a publication.”

He’s hopeful there are other 
plant enthusiasts in the region 
who have spotted the plant, and 
will be reaching out to the public. 

“Someone else that I’m really 
wanting to look out for is someone 
who kind of has that knowledge 
around where sites are… anyone 
who knows around archaeology 
practices in the Coromandel,” he 
said. “I think it takes a community 
to revive something.”

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

FIELDAYS DEALSFIELDAYS DEALS
Come & Enquire on Bikes & Ride On Mowers

Sample only Sample only

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Leave the nasties behind. That’s the 
biosecurity message from Waikato 

Regional Council as moving day fast 
approaches.

Moving Day occurs in the week lead-
ing up to and immediately following 1 
June each year. 

It involves the mass transporting of 
cows and machinery around the coun-
try’s roads as farm contractors relocate 
themselves and their stock in time for 
the new season.

“It’s a time of huge biosecurity risk,” 
council biosecurity pest plants team 
leader Darion Embling said. 

“While there are many really dedi-
cated farmers and contractors who rig-
orously clean their gear to protect the 
next property they’re moving to, not 
everyone is as committed.

“Any form of plant or soil contamina-
tion has a real potential of harbouring 
pests or weeds. Machinery movements 
in particular pose a persistent high risk 
in pest spread, with at least 80 pest spe-
cies known to be typically moved by un-
clean machinery.”

The recent discovery of the highly in-
vasive velvetleaf on two new properties 
in the region was a wake up call for the 
ag sector, Mr Embling said. 

“It spreads easily through unclean 
machinery and we are really keen to 
stop it in its tracks.

Check machinery 
this moving day

“Weed infestations can lead to finan-
cial loss for farmers and horticultural 
producers, and seriously harm our 
natural environment, so stopping new 
infestations taking hold is often the 
most economic strategy.

“The standard to achieve is no vis-
ible soil or plant matter which might 
spread pests or weeds, and this in-
cludes on diggers, harvesting equip-
ment, ploughs and undersowers,” Mr 
Embling said.

“It’s important these biosecurity 
practices are adopted by all farmers, 
and that landowners insist only clean 
machinery enters their farm gate.”

More information on pest plants and 
machinery hygiene is available at wai-
katoregion.govt.nz/biosecurity.

The recent discovery of the highly invasive 
velvetleaf on two new properties in the re-
gion was a wake up call for the ag sector. 

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays 
- art and craft, 

moving, table coverings 
and more .....
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YAMAHA
Get behind the wheel of a

VIKINGVIKINGVIKING

FIND OUT MORE

S A V E $ 1 , 8 9 0 * *

RRP
EXC
GST

rIDE aWAY
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$222111,444999999
YYYXXXMMM777000000PPP M a k e S m a r t C h o i c e s

ZeroDeposit

ZeroRepayments for 12months

5.95%P.A. Fixed Rate*

3 Year Full FactoryWarranty^

Finance and savings offer available from18 March 2024 TO 30 June 2024.
Terms and conditions apply. **Advertised savings on RRP ex GST: $1,890 on YXM700P only. Available through participating authorised Yamaha Motorcycle dealers while stocks
last and warranty registered on or before the 30/06/24. The specified saving is not available in conjunction with other models. *Finance Disclaimer: Zero deposit and annual
repayments only available to commercial applicants with a NZBN registered for a minimum of 1 year. First repayment due after 12 months and 5.95% p.a. fixed interest rate
on 24 or 36 month loan terms. Available on AG125, AG200, TTR230, YFM450FB, YFM450FBP, YFM700FBP, YFM700FAP, YFM700FAPSE, YXM700P, YXM700PSE, YXC700P,
YXE850PU, YXE850PSE, YXF850PSE, YXE100PSE, YXF1000PSE, YXE1000PSP. Offer available from 18 March 2024 to 30 June 2024. Credit criteria, fees, charges and
conditions apply including an establishment fee of $325, $8.05 PPSR fee and a dealer administration fee. Not in conjunction with any other offer. Finance to approved applicants
by Yamaha Motor Finance New Zealand Ltd. NZBN 9429036270798 FSP 9622. ^Warranty cover is subject to a range of requirements including following the service schedule &
applicable vehicle load/towing limits. Service Intervals are dependent on usage and environmental factors. Government fees and charges may apply.

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

Thames Valley Club RugbyThames Valley Club Rugby

All Senior A games start at 2.00pm (unless stated)

Teams named first indicate home teamSENIOR B

SSEENNIIOORR AA SSatturdday JJune 11stt

Te Aroha COBRAS V Coromandel Sat June 1st 12.25pm
Hauraki North V Thames Sat June 1st 12.25pm
Whangamata V Waihou Sat June 1st 12.25pm
Ngatea V Waihi Sat June 1st 12.25pm
Mercury Bay - Bye

Mercury Bay WaihiV
Whangamata Hauraki NorthV

Te Aroha COBRAS ThamesV
Paeroa WaihouV

Don’t let a lack
of a driver’s licence

make you

miss out on that job.

Learner Licence Course

Driving Lessons to help you move from

learners to a full licence

Defensive Driving Course

Advanced Driving Assessments

Don’t wait - call or text 027 314 1577

now to book your space

DRIVING ACADEMY

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Art lessons foster inspiration
Kathy Heffernan is the featured artist 

for June at the Thames Art Gallery. 
She lives on the coast in Thames with 
her husband, Paul.

She always had a secret wish that she 
could learn to paint one 
day, but never thought she 
ever would. 

That was until she was 
inspired by a local artist 
to pursue her dreams and 
when he offered her lessons 
she accepted, taking along 
a dear friend for support. 

She had a series of lessons 
and instantly found her “happy time”, 
“leisure time” and “peaceful time”.

Having no artistic background but 
with a love of colour, Kathy started 
painting. Her family loved her paintings 
so she just kept producing them and en-
joyed the process. The family walls are 
now covered, much to everyone’s de-
light.

While this is Kathy’s first ever exhibi-
tion, it is obvious that she is no novice. 

Colour is Kathy’s love which is very ap-
parent in all her works. She says bright 
colour can be so inspiring and uplifting. 

She also featured a lot of birds in her 
work – “why wouldn’t you living on the 

beautiful coast”, she said. 
As well as her amaz-

ing paintings, Kathy also 
makes wee ceramic Christ-
mas angels and glazes her 
husband’s ceramic pieces.

Kathy finds that YouTube 
is a great place for anyone 
who has ever had a dream 

of being an artist, in any crea-
tive endeavours, to get ideas and learn 
techniques. 

She advises: “Don’t hold back, join a 
local gallery, attend a few workshops 
and get a few lessons under your belt 
and see how enjoyable the creative pro-
cess can be”.
DETAILS: To see Kathy’s work along with 
other talented artforms, visit Thames Art 
Gallery, 604 Tarara Rd, Monday to Friday 
10am to 2pm , weekends 10am to 4pm.

Kathy Heffernan’s work will feature at Thames Art Gallery during June.    Photo: SUPPLIED

Kathy Heffernan
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Inversion helps to:
• Relieve Back Pain
• Relieve Neck Pain
• Relieve Muscle Tension
• Stimulate Blood And
Lymph Flow

• Improve Posture
• Increase Flexability

FrankHarwood (84 at timeof picture) usinghisTeeter, Frank’s
been Inverting for over eleven years andhas found it keeps him

young

BACK or NECK PAIN?

IT IS PURE LOGIC AS TO HOW
THE TEETER TABLE WORKS

Discs: It uses gravity to apply traction,
the traction gently opens the discs and as
they open up they create suction, this
suction draws fluid from the surrounding
tissue back into the discs, re-hydrating
them. This is the key! Discs do not have
their own blood supply, they rely on trans
fer of fluid from the surrounding tissue to
keep them healthy and hydrated and over
the years as discs get thinner with age, they
lose the ability to take on fluid (just like
squeezing a sponge) and they start to
de-hydrate.

De-Hydrated discs are less flexible, they are
harder, more prone to injury, they interfere
with nerve roots creating pain and
ultimately the de-hydration causes degen
eration. The Teeter Inversion table slowly
and gently brings the hydration back into
the discs, plumping them up. It separates
the nerve roots far more effectively and
returns quality of life

Muscles: A lot of pain is muscular, when
muscles are stressed they become tight
which restricts the flow of blood and lymph
through the muscles so toxins build up,
Co2 and Lactic Acid. Traction opens up the
muscles, Rhythmic Traction, is a gentle
rocking motion that stimulates circulation
and encourages blood flow through the
muscles, which clears the lactic acid into
your lymph system where it stimulates
lymph flow and deals with it. Most people
with serious neck issues see a large
improvement after only one treatment.

Posture: Poor posture is one of the
major cases of pain and is a major contrib-
utor to the deterioration of the body with
age. A difference in leg length causes most
of the hip and knee issues, as they contin-
ue to place uneven loads on the joints;
similar to the wheels out of alignment on
your car.

Trying to correct posture is extremely
difficult due to muscle memory, as it
constantly pulls the muscles back to where
they were. At a level of 40 degrees or more
on the Teeter, the muscle groups open up
and eventually come back into alignment,
using the table daily, does not allow the
muscle memory to pull them back out of
alignment and slowly the muscles start to
lose their memory and go with the flow,
allowing the body to come back into
correct posture. Then using the table once a
day will ensure it is kept there.

This is pure logic, if a machine is out of
alignment it does not last long, the only
difference between the body and a
machine is that the body is constantly
repairing itself, however if the wear and
tear on the body is greater than the body’s
ability to repair itself, it is a slow decline.
The Teeter slowly brings the body out of its
decline and allows the body to repair itself,
resulting in a far healthier life.

If you are serious about investing in your
health and really sorting your issues out,
come see us at one of our local roadshows,
you have nothing to lose and chances are, a
lot to gain.

Our Back Pain Expos

Then try a Teeter

We host a number of back
pain expos throughout the
country almost every week-
end, these expos are a way
for people to try out a Teeter
Inversion Table and feel the
benefits for themselves in a
way that is instructive and
informative.
It is also a great way for people who already own a Teeter to come
along and get a refreshment course on the use and operation of their
Table and clear any questions they have about it.

Sessions run continuously from 10am to 4pm and there are no book-
ings required, just come along at a time that suits you.
There may be a wait during certain times and in these instances chairs
are set out for anyone waiting for a turn, or anyone who just wants to
ask us a few questions.

We strive to cover the entire country and always try to book the most
accessible venues we can. All our upcoming shows in the region are
listed in the blue bar below, otherwise check out our website for more

www.inversionnz.co.nz/agenda

Because they work! Spinal traction is the oldest recorded medical cure for
back issues, first documented by Hippocrates in 400BC, spinal traction was
used successfully for many year’s in modern hospitals however because it was
a slow process and tied up hospital beds for long periods, was dropped in
favor of surgery, which is considerably faster.

A new study recently published in the Journal of Physical Therapy Science brings
good news to people struggling with sciatica and lumbar disc disease: surgery
may not be your only option for relief. Researchers at Newcastle Universitttyyy fffooouuunnnddd
that inversion therapy with a Teeter inversion table offers back pain and sssymp-
toms relief in sciatica patients and may even allow them to avoid surgery
altogether.
The case-controlled study evaluated the effects of regular inversion theraaapy on
the pain symptoms of sciatica patients in line for surgery. The purpose of the
study was to, “[measure] symptoms and [compare] the surgery rate followwwing
inversion for 85 participants with the surgery rate in 3 control groups.”
Researchers found that lumbar disc disease and sciatica patients in line fooor
surgery who inverted with a Teeter inversion table regularly, were 78% lessss likely
to need surgery than matched individuals who didn’t invert, even as far as two
years after the initial trial period.
The study suggests, “…inversion therapy reduces symptoms and the rate of
surgery in patients with lumbar disc disease and sciatica.”
Using a Teeter is gentle and relaxing if done properly

WHY

BACK PAIN EXPO
Thames Citizens Band Hall, 301 Queen Street

Saturday and Sunday 1st & 2nd June
10am - 4pm

WHY TEETER?

Inversion NZ Ltd
0800 62 62 83

www.inversionnz.co.nz

Because they are unquestionably the safest, strongest, most comfortable
(especially on the ankles) and easiest to operate, Inversion table in the world.
Teeter are also the only Inversion tables to meet any and all safety standarrrds for
Inversion tables as well as being the only ones FDA approved.
A decision was made by U.L (the top testing facility in the U.S) to test the fififive most
common brands of Inversion Tables on the U.S market. Teeter was the onlyyy bbbrrraaannnddd
to pass all tests. All other brands structurally failed in all tests! In the strength test,
the best of the cheaper brands structurally failed at only 40% of the test and the
worst at 18%. In the endurance test (daily use) the best of the cheaper brands
structurally failed at only 12% of the test and the worst at 7%.
This is why we only promote Teeter, Inversion is for life, a few minutes of daily
use long after your back issues have gone, will help to keep you fit and healthy.

Advertisement
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For houses, baches, farm cottages, cow sheds,

ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST PRICES VALID UNTIL 30.06.24

PPHHOONNEE NNOOWW 0800 888 2657
sales@ttplastics.co.nz Main Road Kopu, Thames

ORWHILE STOCKS LAST

www.ttplastics.co.nz

550 LTR $$11119900
1100 LTR $$11559900
2100 LTR $$11889900
3500 LTR $$22339900

Easy to transport
Easy to install
Bio filter / Clean discharge
Inlet/outlet pipes - 2 fittings available

Complete package solution
Free Delivery

FFIIEELLDDAAYYSS SSPPEECCIIAALLSS
SSAAVVEE UUPP TTOO $$11000000 NNOOWW!!

3300,,000000
LLIITTRREE

WASWAS
$4299

$$33886699
NNOOWW 2255,,000000

LLIITTRREE

WASWAS
$3599

$$33119999
NNOOWW 1133,,550000

LLIITTRREE

WASWAS
$2999

$$22777799
NNOOWW

1100,,000000,
LLIITTRREE $$22444499

NNOOWW 55,,000000,
LLIITTRREE $$11444499

NNOOWW

WASWAS
$2699

WASWAS
$1575

BBUUYY 22
$$33779999eeaa!!

SSEEPPTTIICC TTAANNKKSS
Sleepouts, bush huts, pack houses, tiny homes.

FREE DELIVERY

BBUUYY 22
$$33112299eeaa!!

SSAAVVEE
$$222200

SSAAVVEESAVE
$$225500

SSAAVVEESAVE
$$112266

10,000 - 30,000 Litre
Coromandel Peninsula, Hauraki Plains, Kaiaua Coast
Franklin , Piako , Katikati/Tauranga , Hamilton Districts
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THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

Movement that inspires

Movement that inspires

Movement that inspires

Movement that inspires

Kia Stonic

Kia Niro
Hybrid ‘Light’

Kia Seltos
LX 2.0L Petrol

All New Sportage Hybrid
HEV ‘Light’

$25,990

$44,990
$39,990

$32,990

$53,990

+ORC

+ORC

+ORCSRP

MRP
+ORC

+ORC

The Kia 7 Year Warranty Programme runs for 7 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other
on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

The Kia 7 Year Warranty Programme runs for 7 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other
on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other
on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other
on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

New New

New

FROM FROM
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JUNE GARDENING AT AEROVIEW
382 Ngati Maru Highway

Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week

June & July Mon-Fri 8.30am to 5pm
Sat & Sun 8.30am to 4pm

S��� ��������
�� ����� ���

V������’�:
J����� B����’�,

L�����,
C���� K�����, S����,

M���� A�����,
R�����, II�� H����

CITRUS
On semi-dwarf stock
- lemons and limes

- oranges
- grapefruit
- mandarins

GARLIC:
- Elephant

PEA
STRAW
Great on
the vege
garden

$30 per bale

Need metal or aggregate?

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

WE SUPPLY

CRUSHER DUST

AND CLAY

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ | 0800 10 87 27

GardeningGardening
Planting a garden with winter in mind 

can make a potentially chilly season 
into a time of great delight. With the 
trees shedding their leaves it brings 
everything into sharp relief allowing 
others to strut their stuff.

Its time for shapely branches and 
beautiful bark to take their turn in the 
limelight. Paper birch, Tibetan cherry 
and crepe myrtles all examples of win-
ter beauty without flowers. Trees or 
shrubs with berries are a must for win-
ter colour also. Some suggestions are 
Malus ‘Gorgeous’ and ‘Jack Humm’ are 
also worth growing for jelly making and 
put on a great show.

A large tree which puts on a great 

show with its berries is Idesia Polycar-
pa. Smaller example just as pretty are 
Nandina, Corokia and Viburnum.

Vegetable planting during June in-
cludes: beetroot - winter seedlings 
need occasional cultivation to aerate 
soil and control weeds. Liquid feed 
to stimulate growth. Cabbage, cauli-
flower, broccoli and brussels sprouts. 
Carrots and parsnips – harvest those 
sown Dec/Jan as ready and continue 
to plant carrot seeds this month. Let-
tuce – continue planting winter let-
tuce. Cos is a good choice at this time 
of year. Rhubarb – old crowns which 
have been lifted and stored can now 
be divided and planted in permanent 

growing position. Silverbeet, spinach 
and kale – harvest outer larger leaves 
to help plants to continue producing 
through winter. Make further sowings 
of spinach. Nature doesn’t like bare soil 
so you might consider planting a green 
manure crop such as lupin, mustard, 
clover or buckwheat. This is a way of 
putting valuable nutrients back into the 
soil in your vegetable garden. Flowers- 
early season winter annuals beginning 
to bloom are alyssum, calendula, pansy, 
poppy, snapdragon, stock, cineraria and 
primulas. Bulbs already planted out daf-
fodils and freesias are well on the way 
due to the continued warm weather. 
Stone fruits leaf fall is almost complete 

– mid June apply a winter copper spray 
to protect from disease. Other fruits: 
apples, pears – begin mid-winter prun-
ing to regulate fruiting characteristics 
and improve fruit bearing. Citrus – se-
vere winter cold damages shoot growth 
and fruit. Where possible lightly cover 
trees in case of frosty nights. Feijoas – 
continue harvesting if any still available.

Strawberries – now is the time to 
sort your strawberry bed if you want 
strawberries for Christmas. Full sun 
with free draining soil. Dig in strawberry 
fertiliser and liquid feed every fortnight. 
Raspberries, boysenberries and logan-
berries – prune out last season’s cane 
growth – tie new seasons growth onto 

supports, select strongest – prune out 
spindly shoots.

Roses: the flowering season is al-
most finished. Stop dead heading and 
allowing the rose to produce rosehips 
puts nourishment back into the plants. 
Prune in July. Apply a lime sulphur spray 
to clean up powdery mildew or moss 
on old bushes.

Compost Heap: turn this month, add 
garden lime, sulphate of ammonia and 
nitrogen fertiliser to stimulate decay. 
Old compost ready for the garden can 
be applied as mulch or incorporated 
into the soil when preparing gardens 
for spring. Enjoy your garden.  

- Ngatea Garden Circle

Plan garden with winter beauty in mind to create great delight

GARDEN
CENTRE

9am - 5pm 7 Days
28 Thames Road, Paeroa • Ph: 862 6438
E: donna@countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

PLANTS • POTS • ALL GARDEN NEEDS • WATER FEATURES • GIFTS

PREPARE YOUR GARDENPREPARE YOUR GARDEN
WWITH MORGANICSITH MORGANICS

100% ORGANIC GARDEN100% ORGANIC GARDEN
FERTILISERFERTILISER

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Non planting
Day

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

5

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

6

Non planting
Day

7

New Moon

8

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

9

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

10

Non planting
Day

11

Non planting
Day

12

Non planting
Day

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Plant above
ground crops

16

Plant above
ground crops

17

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

18

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

19

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

20

Non planting
Day

21

Non planting
Day

Winter Solstice

22

Full Moon

22

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

24

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

25

Non planting
Day

26

Non planting
Day

27

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

28

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

29

Non planting
Day

30

Non planting
Day

June 2024JJJuuunnnneeee 2222000022224444 MoonMMMMMMMMoooooooonnnn
Plant ing CalendarPPPlaaannnttt innnggg CCCaaaleeennndddaaarrr

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Buzzing with passion in every Detail;

Beau Lally 0204 191 4851
Beesautodetailingservices@gmail.com

On-site
• Interior • Cut and polishes
• Exterior • Wheels & mags
• Ceramic coating • Metal polish

• Sticker and signage removal
+Much More

auto detailing

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Rich Visick
027 424 4217 / 07 862 5114
Coromandel, Hauraki & Beyond

Heights Certified & Insured

Chimney
Sweeping

chimney sweep

Now servicing your area!
Free quotes, fully insured.
No job too big or too small.

0800 369 669
www.foxmowing.co.nz

mowing & garden care

Walk in haircuts
for men, women
and children

Open
Mon to Fri
9.30 til 12
& 1 til 4

Open Mon to Fri
453 Pollen St
Thames

hairdresser

THINKING OF 
RENOVATING?
WE MAKE IT EASY

0800 764 846
www.smithandsons.co.nz

builders

Huntly Plumbers
2022 Ltd

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, DRAINLAYING
& GAS REQUIREMENTS

Ph 07 828 9175
Email: admin@huntlyplumbers.co.nz

www.huntlyplumbers.co.nz

plumber
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

funerals
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building services

HOUSEWASH
SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house, 

roof or pa� os, fences & driveways.
Cleaning, moss treatment & 
waterblas� ng for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or 

Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

home maintenance  

The team at Huntly Plumbers Ltd is ready 
to assist clients with all their plumbing 

needs throughout the region.
The iconic Huntly business has been 

serving the region since it was established 
in 1982. Business owners Keith and Tracy 
Teddy have been at the helm for two years 
and continue to uphold its reputation for 
being the plumbing, drain laying and gasfit-
ting experts in the region.

Keith said the team of nine offered a 
wide range of services.

“We venture a lot further afield than just 
Huntly. We’re quite happy to travel a rea-
sonable distance,” he said.

Offering commercial and residential ser-
vices, the team has also worked on schools 
and retirement homes.

“We’ve done a lot of work in the Coro-
mandel - all the DOC camping grounds,” 
Keith said, including places like Waikawau, 
Stony Bay, Fletchers Bay and Port Jackson.

“We did all the upgrades.”
The team at Huntly Plumbers operates 

from Monday to Friday between 7:30am 
and 5pm, so get in touch to book your job 
today. 
CONTACT: 27 Ralph St, Huntly; Ph: 07 828 
9175; or head to the website: www.huntly-
plumbers.co.nz to send a message.

Huntly Plumbers team on tap
Keith and Tracy Teddy and their team at Huntly Plumbers are ready to help.                Photo: SUPPLIED
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Death Notice

For Sale

Church Notices

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 

All sizes, all areas. 

Thames based. Ph 

021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley Profile 

are available for purchase, contact us today!

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

PainterPublic Notice
Painter available, houses, 

farm buildings, fences, 
etc. Experienced

 Quality work, 
Reasonable price. ph 
Greg 027 2142442

Trades & Services
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Situation Vacant

Storage

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Firewood 

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Boarding 
Kennels and Cattery. “A 
great place for your pet to 
stay.” Carol and Bill Bell,    
Ph: 07-867-3344, SH25
Waitakaruru, RD6 Thames

Wanted

Pets Public Notice
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waste removal

Dry firewood. $120 
1+ cu2, mix of gum, 
black wattle and to-
tara. Call or text 022 
691 8195. 
Mangatarata

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395
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THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Storage

Handyman Services

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning signs

BELLA STREET PUMPHOUSE SOCIETY INC. 
NOTICE OF AGM

The AGM of the Bella Street Pumphouse Society Inc. will be 
held at the Bella Street Pumphouse, Thames, at 5.30pm on 

Wednesday 12 June 2024.
Members and prospective members welcome.

Agenda:
Election of officers, committee, and delegates.
Financial report for the year.
Appointment of auditor and Hon. solicitor.
Annual subscription. 
Remuneration of officers.
Amendments to rules and/or constitution. 
Other matters tabled or sent to the Secretary prior to AGM.

Small hay bales, $12 
each. Phone Charlie 
on 027 913 327

House bus to park 
on property, for F/T 
working quiet, mature 
man. Kopu, Thames, 
Paeroa, Ngatea 
areas, thanks. 
Michele 0220746330

Pursuant to Section 37 of the Dog Control Act 1996 the Hauraki District 
Council by Resolution of Council on 27 March 2024 fixed the dog 
control fees for this Registration Year 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025. 
All registration fees include GST.

Registration type Fee Fee if paid 
after 31 /07/24

General dog (entire) $135.00 $202.50
General dog (de-sexed*) $100.00 $150.00
Responsible Owner Licence (ROL)  
dog (entire) $75.00 Loss of ROL 

$202.50
Responsible Owner Licence (ROL)  
dog (de-sexed*) $60.00 Loss of ROL 

$150.00
In excess of three dogs - fourth and 
subsequent dog(s) $45.00 $67.50

Dangerous dog (entire) $202.50 $303.75

Dangerous dog (de-sexed*) $150.00 $225.00

*  Proof of veterinary de-sexing certificate required 

Pound fees Fee 
First time impoundment $75.00
Second time impoundment $120.00
Third time impoundment $180.00

Sustenance fee per day $15.00
Microchipping fee (for unregistered dogs being 
released from the pound) $35.00

Other fees Fee
Consent to keep more than two dogs in an urban area $60.00
Responsible Owner Licence (ROL) application fee $40.00
Responsible Owner Licence (ROL) property inspection 
fee (ROL transfer from another Council) $30.00

Replacement tag $5.00
 
Would you like a reduction in dog registration fees?
Have you thought about applying for Responsible Owner Licence 
(ROL)?
Council’s Responsible Owner Licensing Scheme rewards those dog 
owners who keep their dogs under control at all times, and have a 
good Registration history, with a reduced fee (from $135.00 to $75.00, 
or $60.00 if the dog is de-sexed). 
The criteria to obtain a Responsible Owner Licence are:
• Complete the prescribed ROL application form and pay the non-

refundable application fee of $40.00.
• Have a good record of registration payment history and no 

complaints, impounding, infringement notices, etc in the 
preceding 12 months.

• Council’s dog control staff will inspect your property to ensure the 
fencing meets our criteria. 

• Pass a simple written examination on dog care and owner legal 
obligations.

The information pack and application form are available on our 
website www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz, or at our Council offices at 
William Street, Paeroa; Rosemont Road, Waihī or Orchard West Road, 
Ngātea, or call us on 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 (free call within the 
District). 
ROL applications are accepted from 1 June to 15 July 2024. Failure to 
re-register your dog(s) by 31 July annually will mean a loss of licence.
LD Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

2024/25 Dog Registration Fees

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

An opportunity exists for 
a part-time permanent 

bar person to work at the 
Ohinemuri Club in Paeroa. 
Approximately 20 hours per 
week and must be able to 

work Saturdays.
No experience needed,  
training will be given.

Please email CV 
to the Manager 

ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz 
or drop it into the club.

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SMITH, John Kenneth:
Suddenly on 
Wednesday, 22nd May 
2024 in his 56th Year.
Loved son of the late 
Noel and Elva;  adored 
husband of Hannah.  
Much loved father of 
Glen and Phil, father 
in law of Mackenzie.  
Poppa to Lachlan and 
Millie. Best mate and 
son in law to Tony and 
the late Mo.
A celebration of John’s 
life will be held at 
1pm on Wednesday 
29th May 2024 at the 
Ohinemuri Club, Princes 
St Paeroa.

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday June 
2, 2pm Grahamstown 
Hall. Speaker: Candida



Showroom: The Depot Lane, 715 Pollen St, Thames
(Parking & rear entrance, 110 Kirkwood St)

M 021 509 952 www.insider.net.nz

Furnishing, LightingFurnishing, Lighting
& Homewares& Homewares
Shop our full range
at our Thames
showroom – or online
at www.insider.net.nz

Interior DesignInterior Design
ServiceService
Planning, sourcing and
advice on furnishings,
renovations/new builds
Colour consultations
for interior and exterior

WindowWindow
TreatmentsTreatments
Made to Measure
curtains, blinds
and shutters

Find the
style you love

10
YEARS

CELEBRATING A DECADE AT THE DEPOT!
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CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Thames-Coromandel District Council  
Meetings – June 2024

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the 
following meetings will be held during June 2024.
Council meetings: 
Specifically on the representation review initial proposal 
Tuesday 13 June 2024, 09:00 am, Thames Council Chambers, 515 
Mackay Street, Thames
Community Board Meetings 
Whangamatā Community Board 
Tuesday 4 June 2024 10:00am, Whangāmata Service Centre, 620 
Port Road, Whangamatā
Thames Community Board 
Thursday 23 May 2024 09:00 am, Thames Council Chambers, 515 
Mackay Street, Thames
Tairua-Pāuanui Community Board 
Monday 10 June 2024, 10:00 am, St Francis House, 248 Main Road, 
Tairua
Coromandel-Colville Community Board 
Tuesday 11 June 2024, 9:00 am, Coromandel Service Centre, 355 
Kapanga Road, Coromandel
Mercury Bay Community Board 
Wednesday 12 June 2024, 9:00 am, Mercury Bay Service Centre, 10 
Monk Street, Whitianga
Committee Meeting 
Sustainability and Community Resilience Committee Meeting 
Thursday 6 June 2024 09:00 am, Thames Council Chambers, 515 
Mackay Street, Thames
Citizenship Ceremony 
Thursday 20 June 2024, 09:30 am, Thames Council Chambers, 515 
Mackay Street, Thames
Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Meetings/Agendas-
Reports-and-Minutes for copies of agendas.
A Lawrie 
Chief Executive 
Thames-Coromandel District Council

Thames Community Club
A.G.M

Tuesday 11th June 2024
Location: 

 St James Church Hall
Time: 1pm

Guest Speaker:
Scott Simpson

We would like to 
hear from you if you 
would like to read the 
bible with us. If so 
phone 021 522 668

Thames Community 
Cancer Support Inc

AGM
Wed 12th June, 2024 : 4pm

Croquet Rooms
Beach Road, Thames

All welcome

Do you suffer from Low 
back pain?

We have a special offer 
for the month of June 
at our low back clinic 

here at 
Evergreen Chiropractic. 
Initial Consultation and 
x-rays are usually $220 

We’re offering it for 
$49.99!

Call us on 078686665
Get in quick! 

Spots are limited

Public Notices Public Notices

Robyn Forster, from Insider Interiors, 
set up shop with the talented Janie 

Swanston of Lozenge Ltd in May, 2014, 
inside the newly finished ‘The Depot’ 
Laneway.

Together they offered homewares, 
lighting, furniture and a window treat-
ment and interior design service.

Ten years on, eight of these as the sole 
occupier, Insider Interiors is celebrating a 
decade at The Depot.

Having previously lived on the Coro-
mandel Peninsula, Robyn returned to 
Thames in 2014 after a 20-year creative 
career in the New Zealand film and tel-
evision industry.

Based in Auckland, she received a di-
ploma in interior design and transferred 
her creative skills to setting up Insider 
Interiors.

Robyn is passionate about creating 
spaces that enhance people’s lives.

She has provided a full interior design 
service, custom window treatments and 
homewares, furniture and lighting, to cli-
ents and customers all over the Waikato.

Her extensive relationship with local 
trades provides a project management 
service for renovations including kitch-
en and bathroom design and materials 
specification to ensure a cohesive flow 
throughout homes.

Robyn would like to take this opportu-
nity to say a very heartfelt thank you to 
the many customers who shop at Insider, 
to clients who continue to use her design 
service and to the satisfied clients who 

Insider Interiors 
celebrates 10 years

ADVERTORIAL

recommend her for her dedication to pro-
viding the most beautiful drapes, blinds 
and shutters for their homes.

Thank you for the last 10 years and 
here’s to 10 more!

-Supplied by Insider Interiors

Robyn Forster, of Insider Interiors, is passion-
ate about creating spaces that enhance peo-
ple’s lives.                       Photo: SUPPLIED

Annual Lions book fair returns
Lions Club of Waihi are “knee deep” in 
books preparing for their annual Book 
Fair this King’s Birthday weekend at 
Waihi Memorial Hall.

Organisers said it was one of the club’s 
major annual fundraising events, with 
all funds raised being donated back into 
the community.

Event co-ordinator Doug Longdill 
said preparations were well underway 
for this popular event. 

“We received great feedback from our 
customers last year regarding the range 
of books that we had on offer, and for 
the way we lay out the books and puz-
zles,” he said.

“We put a lot of effort into organising 
our popular fiction books into alphabeti-
cal order by author. Our regular custom-
ers really appreciate this. We not only 
attract customers from the wider Waihi 
area, but many out of towners, who have 
become regular visitors.”

As well as the fiction section, there 
will be a range of non-fiction categories, 
a good range of young adults and chil-
dren’s books.

The club’s team of sorters had been 
impressed with the overall quality of 
books this year, so the club was hoping 
for a repeat or even exceeding last year’s 

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The May meeting of the Goldfields Women’s 
Institute commenced with the Aspiration and 
Prayer. Members were delighted to see each 
other, as due to so much illness last month, the 
meeting had to be cancelled. The Motto for the 
month – “The safest way to double your money 
is to fold it over and put it in your pocket” was 
read by Jeannine Oliver. The Roll Call – Recite 
a short poem or saying gave us quite a bit of 
laughter, which set the tone for the meeting. 
The Good Deed – toothbrushes, tissues, combs, 
razors, pads and pens went towards the sup-
ply for our Emergency Toilet Bags, which are 
donated to Thames Hospital. Birthday girls this 
month were Carole Bridle and Beryl Allison. Raf-
fles were won by Val Bowen, Bev Schenkel and 

Helen Udy. A donation of $50 has been donated 
to the St John Health Shuttle in Thames. A dis-
cussion was held regarding what we will be knit-
ting in the future and it was decided to donate 
to the Newborn Unit at Waikato Hospital and 
to the Rest Homes in Thames. Discussion was 
then held regard the Remits for the upcoming 
National AGM, which will be held in Palmerston 
North at the end of May.  Next month we will be 
celebrating our 55th birthday at The Melbourne 
Café. Everyone then voted for the competitions 
before sitting down and enjoying lunch. 
COMPETITION RESULTS: Bloom: 1st Val Bowen. 
Cluster: 1st Val Bowen, 2nd Helen Udy.   Shrub:   
1st= Val Bowen and Helen Udy.  Competition: A 
babies beanie hat: 1st Bev Schenkel, 2nd Carole 
Bridle.

result. In 2023, Lions Club of Waihi 
made a $10,000 contribution to the 
Cancer Society’s Lions Lodge in Ham-
ilton directly from the proceeds raised. 

Over recent years, the Waihi Lions 
have also made significant donations to 
Waihi College, St John and the popular 
revamped Rocket Park in Waihi.
DETAILS: The books will cost $2 each, un-
less marked. Doors will open on Saturday 
,June 1, from 9am to 4pm, and Sunday, 
June 2, from 10am to 2pm. “For those cus-
tomers who cannot wait, join us for Early 
Purchase Night on Friday, May 31, from 
5pm to 7pm, $5 per book unless priced. We 
look forward to seeing you.”

The Waihi Lions Book Fair kicks off this weekend.
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Spite, 4 Corner the market, 14 Poker, 15 Meant, 16 Compatible, 17 Crony, 19 Rim, 20 Pensive,
21 Reinstate, 22 Aghast, 25 Economist, 27 Exodus, 28 Magpie, 33 Corrugated, 35 Rip, 36 Phobia, 37
Game, 39 Eel, 41 Armoury, 42 Salmon, 43 Saltwater, 44 Shaky, 45 Cemetery, 50 Me, 51 Two-timer, 55
Ferry, 58 Presenter, 59 Seldom, 60 Attempt, 61 Set, 63 Dais, 64 Plight, 65 Eve, 66 Screen idol, 68 Degree,
69 Plucky, 71 Isosceles, 76 Option, 77 Strategic, 79 Scholar, 81 Get, 84 Onion, 85 Drawing-pin, 86 Inept,
87 Ocean, 88 The Golden Fleece, 89 Reins.

DOWN: 2 Prefer, 3 Tunes, 5 Oboe, 6 Nippers, 7 Retina, 8 Habit, 9 Maestro, 10 Rice, 11 Enough, 12 Skirt,
13 Trample, 14 Pyjamas, 18 Avante garde, 23 Empty, 24 Autopsy, 26 Corrode, 27 Expense, 29 Phantom,
30 Source, 31 Cramp, 32 Pillow, 34 Dear, 36 Plead, 38 Error, 40 Swat, 45 Cupid, 46 Meeting, 47 Tied,
48 Rattle, 49 Crust, 50 Mystery, 52 On The Beach, 53 Itemise, 54 Employ, 55 Fragile, 56 Sleet, 57 Toss,
62 Crass, 67 Mention, 68 Dungeon, 70 Citadel, 72 Shingle, 73 Polish, 74 Belief, 75 Happen, 76 Otter, 78
Abate, 80 Ounce, 82 Snug, 83 Disc.
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ACROSS
1 Distrust (5)
4 Money borrowing
charge (8)
9 Threaten (6)
14 Interrogate (5)
15 Indicate surrender
(4,3,5,4)
17 Sculpt (5)
18 Space between (3)
19 Happening by
degrees (7)
20 Dental cleaner (9)
21 Fly that spreads
sleeping sickness (6)
24 Crude oil (9)
25 Basement (6)
26 Amigo (6)
29 From now on (10)
31 Watch (3)
32 Bread-flavouring
seeds (6)
33 Laze (4)
35 Consume (3)
37 Healthy (4)
39 Wake late (9)
40 Us (9)
41 Long for (5)
42 Frankly (8)
47 Sent back into
custody (8)
51 Stadium (5)
55 Cut short (9)
56 Pasta strings (9)
58 Fish-landing pole
(4)
59 Donkey (3)
60 Inheritor (4)
61 Hole in tooth (6)
62 Unwell (3)

63 Group appointed to
represent others (10)
66 On land (6)
67 Church official (6)
69 Expenditure (9)
72 Vigour (6)
73 Petrol-engine part
(5,4)
75 Betrothed (7)
77 Friend (3)
80 Very fluid (5)
81 Go out in bad
weather (5,3,8)
82 Borders (5)
83 Knob (6)
84 Lover’s song (8)
85 Belt (5)

DOWN
2 Or else (9)
3 Curved (5)
5 Tidings (4)
6 Story segment (7)
7 Not easily irritated
(4-8)
8 Flowering bulb (5)
9 Bewitching,
spellbinding (7)
10 Pleasant (4)
11 Cadaver (6)
12 Mournful song (5)
13 Applauded (7)
14 Make a signal (7)
16 Kind, generous,
forgiving nature (5,2,4)
22 Rough (6)
23 Ardour (7)
24 Preserved in
vinegar (7)
25 Eerie (6)

27 Developed over
time (7)
28 Come forth (6)
30 Silence (4)
32 Wander off (5)
34 Welded together (5)
36 Second Greek letter
(4)
38 Age (3)
42 Nab (5)
43 Feed (7)
44 Prickling (4)
45 Deadly (6)
46 Hold up (5)
48 Upkeep (11)
49 Invalidates (7)
50 Pixie (3)
51 Fan (7)
52 Allocate (6)
53 Don’t show up
(4,2,6)
54 Cast off (4)
57 Walk quietly (6)
64 Musical group (9)
65 Amount overdue (7)
66 Modified (7)
68 Competent (7)
70 Strengthen (7)
71 Meeting schedule
(6)
72 Poem (5)
74 Thoroughfares (5)
76 Wide-awake (5)
78 Coloured (4)
79 Bawdy (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $2950.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3195.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3295.00
Outside all of these areas: $2950.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
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Seth Roe
Residential & Lifestyle Sales
027 320 6937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

Connor Davis
Residential & Lifestyle Sales
027 496 4622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz

The truth is in the stats – Bayleys in Ngatea
has sold more property in the Ngatea
residential market for over $1 million than
all other companies combined*

Call our residential specialists to see how
we can get you more for your property.

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSEDUNDER THE REAACT 2008

*REINZ Stats November 2020 – June 2024

Paeroa 19DThamesRoad

616sqm 3 2 1
AskingPrice $679,000
View 1-1.30pmMon3Jun&2.15-2.45pmSun9Jun
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Familyhome–walkingdistance fromtowncentre
Located justminute'swalk fromthecentreof the townyouwill find this family-friendly2019built homeproudly
perchedona616sqm(moreor less) site.Whenentering throughthe frontdooryouaregreetedwithaspaciousopen
plankitchen,dining, and livingarea.Witha ranchsliderdoor thatgoesout to thepotentialoutdoor livingarea,perfect
foreveningbarbeques.Threegenerousbedrooms,onebathroomanensuite, andplentyof storagespace.Positioned
in theheartof theantiquecapitalofNewZealandwithonlyaminutes’walk to the towncentre, this is the ideal location
toenjoy life’spleasureofbeingextremelyclose to townamenities.Call us today formore information!

bayleys.co.nz/2315682
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS

Girls can play sports too - 
that’s what the Thames 

Football Club is hoping to 
highlight with its newest enter-
prise. 

The club has joined the 
MILO Fantails programme, 
a nationwide initiative aimed 
at getting young girls into the 
game, building their confidence 
and growing friendships. It’s 
the brainchild of New Zealand 
Football. 

This is the first year Thames 
Football Club is running Fan-
tails, and club president Mark 
Brown said he was hopeful it 
would provide girls a safe space 
to explore the sport. 

“This initiative is aimed at 
girls that maybe haven’t played 
before or are maybe a little bit 
intimidated with a whole lot of 
boys running around if they’re 
the only girl,” he said. 

“It’s based at Rhodes Park, 
they’re not travelling and going 
and playing games anywhere. 
They turn up, do a few fun ac-
tivities… and then at the end 
of it, they get back together 
and they just have a reflection 
on what they’ve done and talk 
about what they did during the 
training.” 

The principles of the Fantails 

Growing girls’ confidence through football

programme include boosting 
confidence, developing life 
skills, creating friendships, im-
proving skills and movement, 
and having fun being active. 

It’s also an opportunity to 
provide the girls with female 
role models - the face of the 

nationwide programme is foot-
baller Hannah Wilkinson.

Thames Football Club, mean-
while, has partnered with a trio 
of high school girls to help with 
the coaching sessions. 

“We’ve got two adults over-
seeing it and three high school 

girls to help run it,” Mark said. 
“We’ve got about half a dozen 

[girls] - we’d like to have a few 
more, but the ones that are do-
ing it are loving it.”
DETAILS: Thames Football Club’s 
Fantails sessions run from 10-
11am on Sundays during terms 

two and three at Rhodes Park. 
Sessions are free. All girls from 
year 3 to year 8 are welcome, and 
new participants can register at 
www.thamesfc.co.nz.

The Fantail programme has gotten off to a great start at Thames Football Club.       Photos: SUPPLIED/MARK BROWN

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

FOOTBALL


