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Surgery refused

—
£ 8 J By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
4 Journalism funded by NZ On Air
uby Wallace can no longer look at herself in
the mirror.

At 34-years-old, she no longer goes swimming,
wears singlets, or feels confident in her skin.

It’s because back in June last year, she was di-
agnosed with an invasive ductal carcinoma - the
most common type of breast cancer - and had
her left breast removed.

Since then, she has tried unsuccessfully to ar-
range reconstruction surgery through Te Whatu
Ora Health New Zealand, but said she had been

| refused five times.

The mastectomy, and the visual reminder of it,
had “ruined” her.

“I've continuously got it covered,” she said,
“and it’s not even about how I look, it’s about
how it feels. I don’t care about what other people
think of it, but my personal opinion is that it’s
vile and I hate it.”

Ruby is a mother-of-three and dairy farmer
from Turua, but since the diagnosis, has had to

| put a pause on work.

4 In one of her refusal letters, seen by The Pro-
file, Te Whatu Ora states that the Waikato DHB
was “only able to make appointments for pa-
tients who have the greatest level of need com-
pared to other patients with similar conditions”.

But Ruby said she was told “right off the bat”
she wouldn’t get reconstruction surgery due to

| her history as a smoker.

“They shut me down straight away but then
changed their tune and said they were under-
staffed due to Covid. Then, a day before my op-
eration, they said they could put it off for eight
weeks to give me a chance to give up smoking,
but there was no guarantee they’d do the recon-
struction and they didn’t want to go down that
road because they didn’t know how bad the can-
cer was,” she said. CONTINUED P2

N ;

After being denied post-cancer breast reconstruction surgery, Ruby
Wallace is now raising funds to get the operation done privately, but
it’ll cost upwards of $40,000. Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Hi, my name is Pete
, the Pukeko and I'm
' here to help you.
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display  advertise-
ments in The Valley
Profile, then email admin@valley-
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Last issue it was in the Quinn Engi-

neering ad.

Businesses keen for
more Cove consultation

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

s the anniversary of the Ca-

hedral Cove walking track
closure draws near, the Mercury
Bay Business Association says lo-
cal frustrations are reaching “new
heights”.

The Department of Conserva-
tion has recently announced the
work it will undertake to deter-
mine “viable, safe, and resilient”
solutions for visitor access to the
Cove via the track, but association
spokesman Ray Van Beynen be-
lieved the timeframe of the work
would effectively keep the popu-
lar destination closed for another
summer season.

In a Cathedral Cove update re-
leased by DOC on January 26, the
department said a survey avail-
able to all visitors to the Cove had
begun. It will see staff intercepting
visitors disembarking from their
water transport from Cathedral
Cove, and inviting them to com-
plete a short questionnaire. The
survey would help the department
understand people’s attitudes
towards Cathedral Cove, the pre-
ferred options, and the likelihood
of success, DOC said.

While the results from DOC’s
land stability monitoring are to be
expected in June, from February
through to April, staff will work
alongside Ngati Hei to develop op-
tions and conceptual ideas, which
will then be shared for wider pub-
lic engagement.

Mr Van Beynen said DOC
should also afford local communi-
ties and businesses the courtesy of

s

consultation alongside local iwi.

“Being given options after effec-
tively 18 months of inaction and
virtually no consultation is dis-
graceful,” he said.

“Furthermore, DOC could,
and should, have continued Geo-
tech monitoring over the past 11
months and appear unable to ex-
plain why that did not occur.”

In a release, Mr Van Beynen
said after two difficult years with
Covid-19 and a third with severe
weather events, Coromandel lo-
cals were ready for a “return to
normal”.

He said the sentiment among
the majority of residents was that
the Department of Conservation
should “spend the required mon-
ey to mend what’s needed and
then declare the track — and the
Coromandel — open for business”.

“That it has taken DOC nearly
a year to come to this conclusion,
and without any clear communi-
cations or consultation, is a slap in
the face for local communities and
key stakeholders,” he said.

DOC said residents and busi-
nesses could expect more infor-
mation about local engagement
and feedback opportunities from

February.
JUWW

Hauraki woman faces
$40k surgery bill

CONTINUED FROM P1

Ruby had been exposed to ciga-
rette smoking from a young age
but said she’s since cut back fol-
lowing her mastectomy.

According to a Te Whatu Ora
Health New Zealand spokesper-
son, breast reconstruction was
seen as an important part of
treatment and recovery for a sig-
nificant number of women hav-
ing surgery for breast cancer.
They explained that all patients
who met the criteria for recon-
struction at the time of their
initial surgery would have the
surgery done at the same time.

However, smokers were not
able to undergo reconstruction
due to the microvascular nature
of the surgery.

“These criteria exist because
they define a group of patients
at much higher risk of compli-
cations from breast reconstruc-
tion,” the spokesperson said.

“Patients who do not meet the
criteria for safe reconstruction
at the time of breast cancer sur-
gery are advised so they are able
to address those factors and will
be placed on a waiting list either
at the time or when eligible to
undergo delayed reconstruc-
tion.”

Te Whatu Ora also said that
due to high acute demand across
its theatres, it currently had lim-
ited capacity to offer delayed re-
construction.

This meant that women who
were not able to undergo im-
mediate reconstruction, such
as Ruby, were being advised

that while they were unable to
receive an appointment for de-
layed reconstruction, they would
remain on a waitlist - pending
their meeting eligibility criteria.

There were 25 breast recon-
struction surgeries during the
past 12 months, Te Whatu Ora
said. “People do tell me I should
be thankful that I lived through
cancer, but this makes me feel
ill just thinking about it,” Ruby
said. “Unless it has happened to
you, you don’t get how it can af-
fect you.”

She and her husband James
have started fundraising in a bid
to get the reconstruction sur-
gery done privately. However,
this will cost the pair upwards of
$40,000.

One surgical procedure con-
sists of a small, balloon-like de-
vice partly filled with saline be-
ing inserted under the skin and
chest muscle.

They have launched a Giveal-
ittle page and have started a raf-
fle to help accrue some funds.

“Everything else that’s hap-
pened in my life I've taken with
a grain of salt... but this is screw-
ing with my kids, it’s screwing
with my mariage, and it’s screw-
ing with my work,” Ruby said.

“I know this isn’t going to hap-
pen tomorrow, but I just want
something to look forward to.”
DETAILS: To donate giveadlittle.
co.nz/cause/breast-reconstruc-
tion-after-cancer or for raffle tick-
ets, Ph 021 201 0280.
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Elephant attackers appear in court

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

hree men alleged to have

done damage at multiple
locations around Thames, in-
cluding destroying the well-
known elephant statue outside
Gastronomics restaurant, have
had their first appearance in
court.

The men have been charged
with intentional damage (no
interest) and theft under $500,
and were remanded without
plea until February 19.

Police initially sought a bail
condition that no alcohol was
to be consumed by the trio,
but removed this after counsel
Mark Sturm argued that a no
alcohol clause would be “un-
justified”, given the incident
was a one-off event and there
was no criminal history among
the alleged offenders.

Police prosecutor Sergeant
John Taaka instead put for-
ward to Community Magis-
trate Ngaire Mascelle that a
visitation ban be put in place
to ensure the trio’s entry to
Thames was limited.

“This has a high public inter-
est, it’s all over Facebook, and
there’s damage to property. I
would consent to the alcohol,
but I would argue that they
don’t come to Thames,” he
said.

“If they need to go shopping,

—— e
they can do so in Paeroa.”

Mr Sturm said that non-
visitation to Thames was too
broad, so Sergeant Taaka rec-
ommended a curfew, telling the
Thames District Court that the
investigation was ongoing be-
cause there was “quite a bit of
damage that evening”.

“[The defendants are] sus-
pect for a whole raft of different

damages that may be ﬁled ” he
said.

CM Mascelle agreed with a
curfew, saying she understood
there was a lot of “community
angst over what has occurred”.

“And they’re still under the
microscope for other things.”

The men will reside at their
residential addresses and will
be subject to a curfew at that

address, commencing at 9pm
and finishing at 7am. They are
not to be within five metres of
Gastronomics, Thames Valley
Toyota, and Art Effects, or to
threaten violence to any person
or property.

The curfew can be reviewed
at their next court appearance.

Gastronomics owner Kishan
Raikwar told The Profile the

Elly the elephant, left, was
popular with locals and visitors
to Thames.

ABOVE: What was left of the life-
size elephant sculpture, which
‘didn’t survive’ being vandalised
last month.
Photos: SUPPLIED

past week had been “tough”.
He had been trying to source
a local replacement for the el-
ephant, named Elly, but found
an option to import a similar
sculpture from China.

It would cost around
$20,000, he said.
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First-time book fair a success for Paeroa LlOIlS

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
aeroa Lions’ very first book
fair was such a success that
the charitable organisation is
already planning a “bigger and
better” event for 2025.

Around $6000 was raised
from the two-day book fair held
at the Paeroa Memorial Hall
over Auckland Anniversary
Weekend.

Club president Wei Zhang
said on the first day they had
“a long queue from the hall en-
trance to the main road” before
the doors were set to open.

“I didn’t expect it at all,” she

The money raised is going to
be donated to the Lions Cancer
Lodge in Hamilton, which had
been struggling financially since
the Covid-19 pandemic, Wei
said.

She commented on the gener-
osity of the community over the
two days, and also said the fair
would not have been as smooth-
ly run without the help of Lions
members - and their wives.

Wei said thanks to Annette
Buchanan, wife to Alistair, for
“baking for the crew” over the
event’s duration; to Bev Sharp,
wife of Kevin, and Heather
Brown, wife of Walton, for help-

Raewyn Wood, wife of Graeme,
and Justine Cook wife to Adam,
for all having hands on deck.

She also wanted to thank Ian
Meredith, whose daughter trav-
elled from Kerikeri to help with
the fair, as well as Paeroa Info
Hub and Caltex Paeroa for col-
lecting the donated books.

“It became not just a Lions
event, but a whole community
event,” Wei said.

There were about 90 boxes
of books left over from the fair,
and Wei said they will be stored
by Lions members until the
next event in early 2025, which
would be “bigger and better”.

said, “because I had no experi- ing to sort the books in the sum- SR, =i i
ence of running a book fair. Al mer heat; and thanks to Kerry _‘""'""""f Paeroa Lions president Wei Zhang at the inaugural book fair held
of the Lions were thrilled.” Christensen, wife of Gavin, TN over Auckland Anniversary Weekend. Photos: KELLEY TANTAU
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$1.3m for Thornton Bay slip sabhstlon

“q

hames-Coromandel  Dis-

trict Council will receive
$1.3 million to fund slip stabi-
lisation work in Thornton Bay
on the Thames Coast, where
a significant landslide red-
stickered one home and dam-
aged another after the summer
storms of 2023.

The funding comes from the
government’s Cyclone Recov-
ery Unit’s Local Government
Flood Co-investment Fund,
and council chief executive Ai-
leen Lawrie said it was “fantas-
tic” to have received it.

“This funding is a significant
contribution towards the de-
sign and construction of an en-
gineered solution to stabilise
the complex area affected by
the slip.

“This will go a long way to al-
leviate anxiety for our local res-
idents by adding much-needed
resilience to the properties and
infrastructure located above
the slip site which are at risk
from land instability issues,”
she said.

During the early-2023
storm, a large volume of mate-
rial sli ped from predominant-
ly pubﬁ)lc conservation land on
to multiple private properties,
significantly damaging two of
them.

One of the homes had been
owned by 95-year-old Den-
nis Raines, and was put up for
auction after the slip rendered
it uninhabitable in January.

It sold for $375,000 on Oc-
tober 28 last year - a dras-
tic mark-up from the reserve

The early-2023 storm caused alarge S|Ip on to multlple prlvate propertles at Thornton Bay on the Thames Coast.

price of just $1 and well above
the agent’s initial appraisal of
$150,000 - $350,000.

Family members earlier told
The Profile they were keen to
wash their hands of the home
and help Dennis move on from
the experience.

He had since moved to
Thames, and while he missed
the sea views, family said they

were happy he was now living
in a more manageable situa-
tion.

According to council, there
was “ongoing land instability”
at the Thornton Bay site which
posed a risk to private proper-
ties and public infrastructure
including roading, freshwater,
stormwater, and wastewater
networks, and telecommunica-

tions and power networks.

“Our application was among
35 from councils affected by
last year’s North Island Weath-
er Events.

“A total of $73.7 million was
applied for, from a fund with
$42.1 million to allocate. Coun-
cils in Waikato region submit-
ted applications for $22.5 mil-
lion, of which $5.6m was ap-

Photo: SUPPLIED/TCDC

proved.

“We congratulate Waikato
Regional Council for the ap-

roval of $3.3 million funding
? or flood resilience work in sev-
eral }}31 arts of the reglon includ-
ing t e Coromandel,” Ms Law-
rie said

The Thornton Bay project was
approved for the full amount of
funding council applied for.
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Vintage Valley News'
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As part of a Valley Proﬁle series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1873

uring a severe storm over

Tararu a centuries-old kauri
tree which had been growing on
the ranges was overturned by the
force of the gale and a quartz lode,
some 4ft in thickness, was partial-
ly uncovered.

A few days later a party of min-
ers chanced to be passing the
spot when they observed nodules
of quartz among the upturned
roots of the ancient forest giant.

After some fossicking they dis-
covered a gold bearing lode and at
once marked off claims.

A lode was opened up and a
quantity of quartz was sent to a
battery to be crushed. If the crush-
ing proved payable, there was no
doubt this windfall would be the
means of reviving mining opera-
tions, especially in the Tararu dis-
trict.

The timely discovery induced
those miners not profitably em-
ployed to spread themselves over
the ranges where many windfalls
might be discovered as well as
adding to the general prosperity
of the Province.

Meanwhile,

unrest amongst

Russell’s Quartz Crushlng Battery, Tararu Creek.

local Maori caused the proprie-
tors of Austin’s Hotel at Paeroa
great alarm. Sometime towards
midnight the report of a gun was
heard, and it was found that the
shot had been fired near the hotel.

They got up and armed them-
selves, but no one was to be found
about.

Meetings between Europeans

Photo: SUPPLIED

and Maori were being constantly
held and Te Moananui had said he
would be the first to spill blood in
Ohinemuri.

Mr Mitchell, who also had a
hotel at Paeroa, deserted it as it
was not safe to remain there any
longer.

He packed up goods and chattels
and made his way to Shortland.

7 dlscovered under fallen Kauri tree

He was the bearer of anything
but reassuring news, bringing
word of a possible mght attack on
the Thames goldfield.

As soon as he arrived, Mr
Mitchell advised Captain Fraser of
what he knew; and, although such
an attack was regarded as improb-
able, Captain Fraser deemed it to
be his duty to transmit the intel-
ligence to the government in Wel-
lington.

Also in 1873, a large portion of
the land at Pukorokoro Miranda
owned by the New Zealand Coal
Company was good agricultural
land and it was their intention to
set apart some 6000 acres or so
for small farms on easy terms in
order to encourage settlement.

The company was to work the
coal seams in the Wharekawa Val-
ley, lying between the Miranda
and Surrey redoubts.

Not only were the coal seams to
be opened but a railroad was to be
laid down from the pits to connect
with the Auckland and Waikato
Railway on the one side and on the
other side with Pukorokoro Creek.

The creek was navigable for or-
dinary-sized vessels, and provided
an easy way of conveying the coal
to Grahamstown, Coromandel
and many of the other mining dis-
tricts on the seaboard.

A township was to be laid out at
the mines, extensive plant was on
its way from London, and a screw
collier had been built for convey-
ing the coal from Pukorokoro to
Grahamstown.

The seam was 10ft thick and was
believed to extend under nearly
the whole of the company’s prop-
erty. Ironstone, timber, limestone
and flax were also all found on the
land in great abundance.

Park upgrade
begins

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
ork on the million-dollar
Destination Playground at
Porritt Park is about to begin.

According to a post on the
park’s Facebook page, prepara-
tion works will be underway this
week, with the actual installation
of equipment not taking place
“for some time”.

“It’s been a long time coming
and we’re sure the end result will
be worth the wait,” the post said.

The Profile earlier reported
that $900k of recreation equip-
ment was on its way from Europe.
Aboard the ship was the centre-
piece of the project - a replica of
the Wakatere paddle steamer.

The new playground, an inno-
vative Destination Playground
like those often seen in bigger
centres, will also feature an all-
accessible carousel and see-saw,
as well as water and sensory play.

Thames-Coromandel District
Council said construction was
scheduled to last three months,
finishing in May, 2024. During
this time the park will be closed
to the public. However, the toilets
will remain open, except for oc-
casional closures while vital work
takes place.

The redevelopment has been
made possible by a significant
donation from a philanthropic
couple who wish to remain anon-
ymous.

DETAILS: To contribute to the ongo-
ing fundraising, email porrittpark-
project@gmail com.
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Learn to earn

To all fridge door swingers, couch surfers and screen
queens who have dreamt of fixing the world and starting

a revolution but can’t '
start a lawn mower, we

can pave the way to

your next job.

Our FREE 15 week course is a Level 3 programme giving
you confidence with all kinds of machinery - chainsaws,

quad & motorbikes, fencing & infrastructure.

Call now to check your eligibility

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

Valley Education
Jree courses o free transport

07 868 7892

Call or

textus 027 314 1577

WWW.

.C0.Nz

Thornton Bay
Exceptional
lifestyle and

income
opportunity (bnb),

% or private home.

4 hedrooms,
expansive section.
~ Private sale.

Ph 027 273 8375
to view

Thames

[En_trE

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Pharmacy @

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames
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Street fest fun

The Waihi Art and Street Festival, held at the war memorial hall
on January 26-27, was a chance for people to explore all kinds

of creative endeavours. There were performances from musical
groups, dancers and puppets; “have a go” craft tables; and plenty
of stalls to browse. The rain held off, allowing the festivities to
spread down the street, and the free event drew quite a crowd.
Reporter ALICE PARMINTER joined the fun.

Glenn Poultney, demonstrates at the
Hauraki Woodturners Club stall.

From left: Isabelle, 5; Chloe, 10; Sarah, 7; Sana; 9. The.girls show off their . :
body art and zines. Mike and Alison from Quarter Acre.

- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS

mes A u tO AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
a-:- WE CAN COME TO YOU
BB & T R T ﬁ pMvT. W X - www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2013 Mazda Atenza 2009 BMW 530i 2020 Holden Trax 2017 Nissan Qashqai

Auto, 18” Rim, Best Condition Auto, Fully Optioned with Leather Auto, At Just 10km from new Auto, Top Range Model, Low 44kms
e Suit a New Car Buyer ;

SPECIAL k .

$13,990 o $12,990 21,990 25,990
2010 Nissan Serena 2013 Hyundai IX 35 2015 Kia Pro-Ceed GT 2012 Mazda BT-50
2.0Ltr, People Mover, 2.0Ltr Auto, 2WD, Immac Condition 6 Speed Manual, Turbo, Special Car Auto, Diesel, 2WD

118kms, 8 Seater

l!

$13,990 $19,990

LEYLAND STOWE No Deposit Finance
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981 available on all vehicles.

or 0800 868 898 Full workshop servicing
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT | i & repairs available including

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz : ) Auto Electrical service
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Dalry farmers, sheep and
beef farmers, iwi and other
community members are work-
ing together to create an ecolog-
ical corridor in the Waikato and
have high aspirations for 2024.

The Taiea te Taiao project
will link Maungatautari and
Mt Pirongia by planting along
the Mangapiko Stream and its
tributaries, on farms and other
properties. A wide range of oth-
er environmental work is also
underway, including restoring
wetlands and predator control.

“A key goal is to create step-
ping stones along the corridor
that provide attractive stop-
ping points for native birds and
bats to rest and feed, mostly by
planting trees. This will help
increase wildlife numbers and
biodiversity,” project co-ordi-
nator Bexie Towle said.

The mountains are more than
40km apart, so the whole com-
munity 1s involved.

Dairy farmer Bush Macky
said it was a fabulous project
at the heart of the community.
“It’s so rewarding working with
the hundreds of people and
more than 20 organisations in-
volved, including DairyNZ and
dairy companies, to help native
wildlife thrive and enhance lo-
cal waterways.”

Key project goals for 2024 in-
clude researching native trees
and plants unique to the area
that have disappeared due to
predators like possums and
creating a plan to bring them

’ ey =
Talea te Taiao ecological corridor prOJect co-ordinator BeX|e Towle and school children plant for future generatlons as

part of the project.

back in the long term. A similar
initiative has been launched by
DOC, with the support of local
iwi, hapt, and the community,
to reintroduce tapia/mistletoe
on Mt Pirongia.

In other project goals, iwi will
work to enhance treasure spe-
cies within the corridor includ-
ing freshwater mussels and lam-
prey.

On his dairy farm at the Mt
Pirongia end of the corridor,

Bush has planted more than
15,000 native trees and plants.
He created a duck pond sur-
rounded by planting and retired
some land from farming. Bush
says there’s been no loss in farm
production and no impact on
business viability.

“It’s a win-win. We've added
value to the community and our
property. We're seeing more na-
tive birds on our farm than ever
before,” he said.

Photo: SUPPLIED

So far, more than 200,000
plants have been added to the
corridor. Nine kilometres of
waterways have been fenced to
protect them and native trees
planted alongside.

The corridor planting is regu-
larly maintained, with weed
control across 22 hectares. A
comprehensive pest manage-
ment programme includes trap
lines and bait station networks
on both maunga, and traps on

private property.

Four iwi are closely involved
in the project: Ngati Apakura
including Purekireki Marae,
Te Ruranga o Ngati Apakura,
Ngati Koroki Kahukura and
Ngati Hikairo. Nine tohu when-
ua/Maori heritage sites includ-
ing pa, lie along the Mangapiko
Stream, signifying the relation-
ships between nature and peo-
ple who once lived between the
two maunga.

Clare St Pierre, co-chair of the
Maungatautari to Pirongia Eco-
logical Corridor Incorporated
Society, said it was amazing to
be creating biodiversity strong-
holds for birds. “We’re provid-
ing an environment for our
iconic species so people can see
them on their back doorstep.”

More than 20 organisations
are involved in the Taiea te
Taiao project including funders,
sponsors and supporters. The
Ministry for the Environment
provides funding through the
Freshwater Initiatives Fund for
two employees, and NZ Land-
care Trust co-ordinates the pro-
ject.

Industry organisation Dair-
yNZ supports farmers in their
work to reduce environmental
footprint and organises on-
farm fieldays for the project.

Fonterra, Nestlé and Open
Country Dairy contribute fund-
ing to the project, and the dairy
companies support their farm-
ers with on-farm environmen-
tal work.

0800 4 EFFLUENT | www.williamsirrigation.com

FoR EARTHWORKS

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &

Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD

Farm Elfluent Ecuipment
Fudl Cystem Design

Tustallation

CGervice

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

Moy s

v

ondd

T A
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=— PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &
Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,
and Water Pump Supplies &
Installations.

70 cover all your dairy needs.

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

Ph: 07 862 8263

AlMolorcycles

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph: 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic
graham@almotorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph: 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@almotorcycles.co.nz

www.almotorcycles.co.nz

ForR CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River

Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell
Palm Kernel

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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Farmstrong comedy shows

planned for pick me up

Following the success of events in
Hawke’s Bay last year, Farmstrong are
taking their comedy shows on the road
to flood-affected Pukekohe and Te Aro-
ha next month.

The 2024 event series is supported by
FMG, Ministry for Primary Industries
and the Rural Support Trust and will
see comedians John Carr, Pax Assadi,
Courtney Dawson and Tarun Mohanb-
hai line up for a night of entertainment
in front of a crowd of farmers and grow-
ers.

Farmstrong ambassador and All
Black Sam Whitelock visited Pukekohe
last year and reflected on the need to
keep the community coming together
in good times and bad.

“Pukekohe and the Waikato region in
particular were badly impacted by last
year’s cyclone and severe weather,” he
said.

“There were large crop losses, slips
on farm and many roads impassable
resulting in isolated communities.

“Following a tough season, this re-
gion is getting back on its feet and the
Farmstrong comedy nights are a great
opportunity to come together as a com-
munity to celebrate the good times”.

Staying connected with mates is one
of the five ways to wellbeing highlight-
ed by Farmstrong.

The comedy nights are designed to do
just that.

“The Five Ways to Wellbeing make
a big difference. They have a positive,
cumulative effect over time and gives
you something to draw on when you
are under pressure. They also make you
healthier and more productive on the

HAURAKI FLAINS
MOTORS LTD

Farmstrong ambassador Sam Whitelock.
Photo: SUPPLIED

farm” Sam said.

The shows both include a barbecue

or supper and there is a cash bar at Te
Aroha and the Pukekohe event is fully
licensed.
DETAILS: February 21 — Silver Fern Farms
Event Centre, Te Aroha, tickets $20 Doors
open at 6.30pm. Show starts at 7.30pm;
February 22 - Franklin Club, Pukekohe,
tickets $20 Doors open at 6.30pm. Show
starts at 7.00pm. More information: farm-
strong.co.nz/events.
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CONSUL ENGINE

STRUCTURAL I ENGINEERING I EXCELLENCE

e DESIGN OF REINFORCED CONCRETE, STEEL & TIMBER
STRUCTURES ¢« COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
¢ SEISMIC ASSESSMENTS OF EXISTING BUILDINGS
e RETAINING WALLS ¢ INDUSTRIAL WAREHOUSES

e ARCHITECTURAL HOMES ¢ RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS
visit www.petch.nz . info@pce.nz « 022 023 9502

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PRE 2000'S MOTORBIKE RESTORATIONS,
SPECIALIZED PAINT WORK & REPAIRS

CALL DALE 867 7195 | 027 372 4797
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

pn WiERBLIILT _.l:h: T T
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Mowers

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz
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RIDE ON & ZERO-TURN
MOWERS

STARTING FROM
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—
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STARTING FROM

*11,502

+GsT

STARTING FROM

7,403

centralmotors.co.nz
60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea 3503, New Zealand
(07) 867 7524 | andrew@centralmotors.co.nz

Central Motors

Hauraki

Rural

Life'

Survey promts calls for
more rural police

A\lj“lederated Farmers survey shows
ising rates of rural crime and un-
derlines a strong case for more police
resources in rural areas, Feds national
board member Richard McIntrye says.

Of more than 1000 farmers who re-
sponded to the 2023 Federated Farmers
Rural Crime Survey, 67 per cent said they
had experienced an incident in the past
two years. That’s a 14 per cent increase
from the 2021 survey, and a 26 per cent
rise from the first survey in 2016.

While this year’s tally was boosted by
the inclusion of a question on illegal street
racing, Mr Mclntyre said that accounted
for only a small part of the increase.

He also noted a marked overlap with
the burnouts and dangerous driving of
‘boy racers’ and instances of property
damage and theft.

The number of surveyed farmers re-
porting a single incident of crime (or a
suspected incident in the case of hard to
trace crimes such as theft of livestock) fell
from 28 per cent in 2021 to 19 per cent
this year. But those who experienced two
or more incidents in the past two years
increased from 71 per cent to 81 per cent.

“Alarmingly, the number of farmers
who told us they've been hit by five or
more criminal incidents has nearly dou-
bled to 33 per cent,” Mr McIntyre said.

The most common incident in the 2023
survey is illegal street racing, reported by
nearly two-thirds of respondents. Illegal
hunting or poaching is next highest at
47 per cent, and property theft at 35 per
cent.

The new government has pledged that
no fewer than 500 more frontline cops
will be trained over the next two years.

Federated Farmers national board member

Richard Mcintrye. Photo: SUPPLIED

As well as his pitch for a fair share of
police resources to come to the provine-
es, Mr McIntyre has a message to farm-
ers: “Report all crime”.

“That’s how we can put in front of gov-
ernment an accurate picture of the level
of offending rural communities are bear-
ing the brunt of.”

The 2023 survey showed, of those who
experienced or suspected a crime, nearly
half hadn’t reported the incidents to po-
lice, which is higher than in the 2021 sur-
vey. Mr Mclntyre said while there wasn’t
enough data to confirm a trend yet, it
seems likely that farming families and
businesses suffering multiple incidences
of crime were less likely to call police each
time due to isolation and other factors.

“When we don’t report rural crime, it
lets the government off the hook in terms
of sufficiently resourcing rural police.”

Police had said time and again that re-
ports of stolen property, suspicious activ-
ity and vehicles help them build a picture
of where and when offenders were active,
inc(rleasing the chances of an arrest, he
said.

WAIKATO
TRACTORS!

\/ALTRA

G- SERIES

115-135 HP

BEST MONUVERABILITY IN ITS CLASS
ELECTRIC LOADER JOYSTICK

ROOF WINDOW IS STANDARD

GET YOU HANDS ON THE PERFECT LOADER
TRACTOR

Contact
Graham Sara

027 654 0915

graham@waikatotractors.co.nz

o - DUNCAN 3M ROLLER -
@ www.waikatotractors.co.nz 5 ; ; ' L K DRILL

Very tidy Duncan Roller drill with deep
vee rings and scrapers. Transport
wheels, road lights. Done very little
work.

$19,000 + GST

B EB R
1 £
4"

2018 NEW HOLLAND

GILTRAP MSX100 .
SIDELIFT T7.225
Autocommand. FL&PTO. 50k. Very
tidy one owner tractor. This is the
most powerful in the short
wheelbase configuration.

$100,000 + GST

2020 HORSCH PRONTO 6M

Very tidy drill having only done about
5000ha on light land. PPF fertiliser
system with loading auger.

Sound wagon. 10 cube sidefeed with
sidelift system for feeding into high
troughs. Whole wagon lifts up and
sideways. Rare to find these

$9,900 + GST

63307 bales and has
Chains are tight,

$159,000 + GST
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Women in history inspire author

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Inspiration can come from many
places for Coromandel author
Stephanie Parkyn, from the gan-
nets swirling lazily in the air above
Little Bay, to a travel journal from
a Victorian-era lady traveller.

Formerly an ecologist, Steph-
anie now lives with her husband
in an off-grid home tucked away
in the bush. She spends her days
“falling down rabbit-holes” of re-
search on whatever topic has tak-
en her fancy as she works.

“I've started by looking at his-
torical women and their stories,
and how they haven’t been able
to speak for themselves,” she said.

“Something in it will grab me
as a possible story idea I guess,
or some injustice that I will have
read about.

“Ijust like learning stuff and be-
ing able to share what I've learnt,
really, in an entertaining way,
[and] it’s giving a voice to their
gtpries and opening our eyes a

it.”

Stephanie currently has three
published novels: Into the World,
about a woman who disguises
herself as a man to escape a bad
situation; Josephine’s Garden,
exploring the life of the woman
who married Napoleon Bona-
parte; and her latest offering, The
Freedom of Birds, which follows a
performing troupe searching for a
place in the world.

The trio of novels are all set
against the backdrop of the
French Revolution.

“I was living in Tasmania at the
time and encountered this true
story of a woman who had been
on one of those early expeditions

and love of nature.

[to Australia] disguised as a man,”
Stephanie said.

“I just sort of fell into that
French history era, and each book
led into the other.”

Stephanie’s interest in the sto-
ries was with the little people
who were affected by the revolu-
tion: “not the big famous people
but what it would be like to live
in countries that have been colo-
nised by a big empire, being used
in the wars”.

She’s keen to move on from that

Stephanie Parkyn is inspired by the experiences of women in history, ecology

Photo ALICE PARMINTER

era though, and her move to New
Zealand six years ago has sparked
a ton of new ideas.

“I feel like I've got these bub-
bling ideas for contemporary nov-
els, and they all are coming out of
this sort of bush environment,”
she said.

“The spookiness of it, being lost
in the bush - our human impact
on it, the ecology and the future.”

m‘-r'r.:-,rr‘w
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and Elisabeth Carter.

Photos: SUPPLIED

Retrospective to feature in Coro

A retrospective of an artist consid-
ered “New Zealand’s best” by his
friend Barry Brickell when it came
to railways is going on show in Co-
romandel town along with work
by three local artists.

Painter and printmaker Gary
Tricker, who died in 2021, is well-
known here and overseas for his
whimsical and witty style. His
pieces often featured trains, black
cats and quotes from literature
about our landscape.

His work will this month be
exhibited alongside that of lo-
cal painters Elisabeth Carter and
Julie Dann, and potter Murray
Rainey, at Hauraki House Gallery,
Kapanga Rd, Coromandel.

It runs from February 15-25 and
is open from 10am-4pm daily. En-
try is free. Carter, who is also the
town’s florist, paints in a variety
of mediums. The vibrancy of her
work brings landscapes, flowers
and portraits to life.

“Creating has always been es-
sential to me,” she said. “My work
is highly emotive, often with many
layers and texture.”

Julie Dann loves being free to
paint after years in a busy career.
She has a passion for capturing lo-
cal seascapes and delves into the
world of abstract.

“The buzz I get from painting
when it works is worth all the mis-
steps,” she said. “I have found my
own unique style and keep devel-
oping.”

Coromandel is not only re-
nowned for its painters, of course.
One of the town’s talented potters
is Murray Rainey, who believes art
is about expressive intent.

“When at my pottery wheel, I
feel part of me is imbedded into
the piece,” he said.

“Whether it’s a single piece or a
repeat form, it still carries on. Alot
of my art is functional, so typically
has a use.”

AVAILABLE NOW

* Two Bedroom Villas

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Villas

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

82 Richmond St, Thames

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom

offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Mg =73
Richmond — LHing the lifestyle, lovi
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel
0800 868 5484

www.richmondvillas.co.nz

ng the choice..

PHONE US
to view
by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!
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100 YEARS!

CONGRATULATIONS
TO PAEROA TENNIS
AND SQUASH CLUB

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

t’s not every day people get to attend a 100-

year birthday, but members of the Paeroa
Tennis & Squash Club will do exactly that in a
few weeks to celebrate the club’s centenary.

Former, current and lifelong members of the
club are invited to gather on February 24 along
with friends, family and anyone who wishes to
celebrate the momentous occasion.

President Bruce Nicol told The Profile the
event would kick off at 3pm with a mix and
mingle, including tea and scones.

Photos, speeches and stories will be shared
about the club, the people and its history, fol-
lowed by a special cutting of the cake by Cliff

ON REACHING A
CENTURY

FROM YOUR PROUD SUPPORTERS,

WHYTELINE

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ

[+
o ©

STARR.

ADANCE INSLEZANCE

FERWVICER =

INSURANCE BROKERS

LOTAIRY i D FINDDNTL Y O D
RED DDA TTD SO 200

Fh Jon OF 843 TAST
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CONGRATULATIONS
on 100 years to the

For All Your Construction Needs
Ethan Starr
027 485 3026
ethan@starrbuild.com

Proudly supporting

Paeroa Tennis & :
Paeroa Tennis
Squash Club and Squash

100 YEARS PAEB(@'A TENNI

100-year milestone for Paeroa Tennis & Squash Club

Pett, the club’s current longest standing mem-
ber, and his wife, Rita.

“We’ll just have photos of old presidents, and
old club champs and old committee people,”
Bruce said.

“Just an afternoon
remember[ing].”

An early supper will be served at 5pm, which
people need to register for.

“People can have a chat about things and
we’ll have a bit of a demo tennis game in the
evening at 6 o’clock,” he said.

The club’s top players will be taking part in
the exhibition tennis match. The first game will
be a singles set between area coaches Sven Van

of photos and
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ADVERTISING FEATURE

Touw and Bodin Aleksic, who will then team
up and play a doubles set against club champs
Brad Van Hellemond and Paul Bowman.

Past and present members will be invited to
have a hit on the day as well.

When asked what had kept the club strong
for 100 years, Bruce said overall, tennis and
squash were good sports.

“It's a good physical outlet and so people
have liked doing it,” he said.

“We’ve always had a well-run club.”
DETAILS: To find out more information about
the centenary and to register for supper tickets
at $25 per person, contact Mandy Souchon at
mandysouchon@gmail.com or 027 431 1640.

President Bruce Nicol. INSET: Celebrations at the 50th jubilee, top, an expansion begins, 1940s.

Congratulations on turning
100 years.

We are proud to have been
associated with the Club
over the last 41 years.
Paeroa Vets
I oo e
CONGRATULATIONS

TO PAEROA TENNIS AND SQUASH CLuB
ON MAKING IT TO 100 YEARS.
Huge achievement!

Thanks from the Buildlink team and the Paeroa Hardware

for all the great memories

We are proud to be associated with you and your club.

Buﬁaﬁnk Paeroa

Buy Better Build Better

Tennis

Contact

A PAEROATENNIS
2 & SQUASH CLUB

Come and join in the fun

Business House - Mondays

Club Night - Thursdays

Squash @ Club Nights and Business House start
Thursdays in March

Tennis - Mandy 027 431 1640
@ Squash - Bruce 021 781 560

100

YEARS OLD

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa

www.richards.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 862 7674
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Champ helps build club over 68 years

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

liff Pett may be Paeroa Tennis &

Squash Club’s longest standing mem-
ber, but when he joined in 1956, he knew
nothing of the popular sport.

“I couldn’t even play tennis,” he said.

Now, after 68 years of playing tennis at
the club, he’s been instrumental in help-
ing build the club from the ground up.

“I've been here the longest, I'm not
sure if I'm the oldest,” he said.

Cliff was just 17-years-old when he be-
came a club member.

He was playing cricket at Thames High
School before switching to tennis, and
just “learnt from there”, he said.

Before joining the club, Cliff said there
were some older guys playing tennis who
were “a bit snobby”.

“I thought ‘to hang with this’, so | start-
ed [using] a door at my place at home in
George St... | used to hit up against that,”
he said.

“I didn’t know which hand to use be-
cause I'm left handed, but | throw right
handed.”

Cliff said fellow club member and 14-
time club champion ACE Williams told
him to buy a book and he’d teach him
how to play.

“Nothing like they play today,” Cliff said.

The grip was different, flicking the ball
with the racket wasn’t allowed, and they
didn’t know anything about a two-hand-
ed backhand, he said. “That’s the way it
was back in ‘56 when | joined.”

A retired builder, Cliff said he first
worked at the club when he was an ap-
prentice for a local building firm, which
worked on the clubrooms over many
years.

“I got the job as foreman... we did all

i e TN e ey

the upstairs [at the club]. Everything you
see, | helped build,” he said.

Even now, he regularly turns up at the
club with tools in hand to fix anything
that needs attention.

Cliff went on to become club champion
seven times, with his wife, Rita, and their
three sons, Kevin, Steven and Ross, also
having turns at holding club champion
titles.

Kevin won the club championship three
times, and Stephen won five. “[Stephen]
was a very good player - even if he was
here today, nobody would have beaten
him,” Cliff said.

Ross was about 19 when he won the
club champion title, he said.

“And my wife. She won.”
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125 NORMANBY ROAD, PAEROA

THANKS AND HERE'S TO 100 MORE!

support.

SUPEr
{Aseerttathat

Cliff Pett stands proud as Paeroa Tennis & Squash Clubs longest standing member.

Congratulations
from the team
at Super Liquor
Paeroa South.
We appreciate your

Happy 100 years!

135 Normanby Road, Paeroa

Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Cliff said Rita only recently found out
about a championship win she had with
a friend in the ladies doubles back in the
1960s. Back then, only Rita’s friend was
informed of the win.

Cliff also gave squash a go after a
squash court was built at the club in
1960, but as tennis players, they had their
own style, he said.

“We didn’t need to go to the back wall
much,” he said. “We played squash like
we played tennis.”

When asked about the greatest thing
he had learnt in his years of playing ten-
nis, Cliff said it was “comradeship”.

“After you've finished playing, [you]
just get on with the people so much - you
make friends for life,” he said.

Timeline

1900s Tennis played at Paeroa Domain.

1923 Three new tennis courts and small pavilion started by Hal
and Fielden Thorp. Club then owned the land.

1930s Four more grass courts developed.

1940s Four more green courts developed on council land. Now 11
in total. Bigger single level pavilion built.

1960 One squash court built by tennis members, fourth in Wai-
kato.

1962 Second squash court built.

1973 50 year reunion.

1979 Upstairs lounge area added.

1981 The official name of the club was registered as Paeroa Lawn
Tennis and Squash Racquet Club Inc.

1989 Two new astroturf courts were laid over the bitumen courts
to provide a modern surface.

1995 A new balcony was built to overlook tennis court one.

2000 Replaced five green courts with modern painted hard sur-
face courts. Put in eight light towers. Replastered the two squash
courts. Put in new furniture and recarpeted the lounge. Won the
Hauraki District Club of the Year and Waikato District Club of the
Year.

2008 85-year reunion.

2011 The car park was upgraded with hot mix, lines painted and a
new fence. 50 year squash reunion.

2012 The five painted courts were repainted.

2013 Astroturf installed on four green courts, lights on two courts.
2014 The men’s and women’s showers were upgraded and gas
hot water was put in.

2015 Upstairs kitchen was upgraded.

2021 Downstairs carpet renews.

2022 Upstairs carpet renewed. Tennis Court one resurfaced with
a fast astroturf to be our championship court.

Future plans include funding for more junior coaches and devel-
opment; computerised lights, key entry and connections to NZ
Squash and NZ Tennis, replacing the squash court floors and mod-
ernising the painted courts; and maintaining the buildings and
grounds to a very high standard for future club members.

Champions, with Cliff Pett, front left.

Photos: SUPPLIED

Proudly supporting the
Club with
previous partners for
over 70 years
on and off the Court

Coombe &Associates

IMITELD

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Quarrymen and Contractors

WWW. HGLEACH.CO.NZ |

WE’'RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

Proudly supporting
Paeroa
Tennis & Squash
Club.
Congratulations on
100 years.

0800 10 87 27
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HOW ARE YOUR EARS?

ITCHY, BLOCKED, RINGING?

Our experienced registered nurses provide
v" Micro suction of ear wax and debris
v/ Management of ear infections
v Removal of foreign objects from ear canal
Adults $55 Children $35

® No referral required
e ACC and Veteran Affairs approved
Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at
www.earhealth.co.nz

EAR HEALTH

FROFESSIONAL EAH CARE

KIA PIKI TE ORA

Mational Suicide Prevention Programme

Te BEorowai Hawora o Hauraki is one of 11 Kaupapa Maori providers across
Hauraki-waikato that dolivers this service to whanaw,

Kia piki te ora in Houroki has a focus on rangatahi.

G508 B35S 676 - ack For 'Wak Thpars

waitapara@karowai.co.nz E korowai.counz

@ #wai_tapara

TE KOROWAI

HALORA O HALIRAK]

WALTER
& L9
Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

www.walterandco.co.nz
Instagram@walter_andco

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames

i ——

OUTER  ghs

ar Health head office is located at 107
Sealey St Thames.

We offer ear care services including ear-
wax and debris removal from the ear canal,
advice with ear problems, Eustachian Tube
disfunction education and the manage-
ment of ear infections.

Our Registered Nurses undergo extensive
training and have been working in this field
for many years.

This ensures you are provided with pro-
fessional and efficient ear care delivered to
the highest standard, with top of the line
equipment and technology.

So, if you have ear issues and not sure
where to go, we are your first port of call.

We cater for all ages, including children.

If we find you have issues that need fur-
ther medical care, we can provide you with
a copy of your treatment notes for your GP.

You do not require a referral from a doc-
tor to make an appointment with us.

WESTIEULAL
MERLLT

TRFAREL |
LAnTY |

N s T S

Cotton buds not doing the job

We are fully accredited with ACC, so if
your hearing aids are funded by ACC, your
micro suction treatment will be subsidised.

We are also a registered provider with
Veteran affairs so if your hearing loss is due
to military service, your ear services are
free.

We have been servicing the Coromandel
for more than 25 years, and pride ourselves
on the professional reputation we have
built during this time and value the many
relationships formed with our clients.

We take pride in our commitment to au-
ral health and wellbeing of the communi-
ties we work and live in.

Our office in Thames is open Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:30am
to 4pm, with a satellite clinic fortnightly in
Paeroa located at the Medical Centre.
DETAILS: To book at either location, phone
us on 07 868 3250 or go online to www.
earhealth.co.nz.

Vaping addiction is on the rise with daily vaping
rates amongst teenagers nearly doubling in one
year, increasing from 8.3 per cent to 15.4 per
cent for 15-17 year olds, according to new fig-
ures released by the NZ Health Survey.

Vape-Free Kids NZ co-founder Marnie Wilton
said the new data confirmed what they had
been hearing from thousands of concerned
whanau joining the group.

“The stories from families grappling with their
children’s addiction to vaping are heartbreaking.
We are devastated that this issue is continuing
to be left to grow unchecked, while the govern-
ment focuses on repealing the legislation that
would have started to make a difference. They
are dismissing all the research and providing
absolutely no evidence for their path,” she said.

“Families are desperate, they are turned away
from stop smoking services and have no control
over the proliferation of vape retailers turning
up in every place their children frequent.”

Vape-Free Kids NZ had been calling for the

Vape figures rising, survey shows

government to do better and were appalled the
issue had not been given priority in the govern-
ment’s 100-day plan, she said.

“We need the government to step up with
more support for struggling families. Smoke-
free services are not funded to support vapers
or those under 18.” Wilton said. “Availability of
vapes also needs to be addressed with urgency.
They are so easy for children to get their hands
on with ... woefully inadequate enforcement of
the regulations.

“Both major parties promised crackdowns
on vaping before the election, but now that the
dust has settled, all of that has evaporated like
a vape cloud. What'’s worse, the repeal of the
Smokefree laws will just make it even easier for
children who are already addicted to nicotine
from vaping to access cigarettes.

“These numbers tragically show what we
have been warning since the beginning. Their
inaction is not good enough, and our children
are paying the price.”

Lhaahilied Hutfiliagnat Peimonal [ rainedHaalil CoschLibe

Coath with gwar 70 pedt ol axpeiesto

_..-]: IUTLOOEF ORLIFE
C

Py -
T Make 2024 your healthies! year

yet!
[without giving up the food pou
=10 3}

Learn how to manage your
haglth for uphmu| Gy
and longavity.

Please coniast mae for details
af g =Tl ] :,:l;,l:,l-q,:hlrlg
pregram For woormen whio veant

/ 1\. 1o lose woeight, get their

s cnrtieakfeslifa s nutntion sorfed and get thaeir
giniysout okl oide com

038 58272
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LITTLE FOOT

PODIATRY
721 Pollen St, Thames (Rose Cottage)

Mon - Fri 9am to Spm

Twice Monthly clinics in Ngatea,
Te Aroha, Whangamata & Whitianga

littlefootpodiatry.co.nz

020 41941399 - littlefootpodiatry@gmail.com
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Kia Seltos

LX 2.0L Petrol

Movement that inspires

Sample image only.

Features SRRP

e 2.0L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine * Rearview Camera with Dynamic Guidelines +ORC"
* Intelligent Variable Transmission (IVT) * Halogen Projection Front Headlights $ 2 9 ’ 9 9 O

¢ Front Wheel Drive e 8" Colour LCD Touchscreen MRP 532,990
* 16" Alloys » Supervision Basic Digital Cluster

e 5 Star ANCAP Rating (2019 Standard) * Wireless Apple CarPlay™ & Android Auto™

* Autonomous Emergency Braking with * Privacy Glass

Car & Pedestrian Detection
* Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist

* Driver Attention Alert 5 YEAR Rosdside
* Rear Seat Occupant Alert

e Tyre Pressure qu‘rormg System | ~ Factory

* Front & Rear Parking Sensors o Varranty

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.
e - — =

A

Kia Stonic

LX 1.4L Petrol

Movement that inspires " $ 2 5 ' 9 9 O +ORC*

Features

* 1.4L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine * Rearview Monitor with Dynamic Guidelines

* 6-speed Automatic * LED Daytime Running Lights

* 15" Alloys * Halogen Bi-Function Projection Headlights with Static
* 6 Airbags Bending Light

e Forward Collision Avoidance Assist - Car / Pedestrian / Cyclist 8" Touchscreen Infotainment

* Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist e 42" TFT LCD Colour Supervision Instrument Cluster

* Driver Aftention Alert * Wireless Apple CarPlay™ & Android Auto™

* Rear Parking Sensors

~... THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

5 YEAR Rggg’f‘de YEAR \Varran
— g o e Ph 07 868 8951 - Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 - www.ThamesKia.co.nz

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Take the time to talk

TREE e Lawn mowing
L o Weedeating
Y SH APE S * Hedge & tree trim In our journey across the course  gather together and support one
- f_-r‘ o Section clearing . . .
i of life we experience many another and celebrate your life
) A nloncots e Gardening
Qualified * Rubbish removal different stages and events our without the responsibility of
=+ Treework Large & Small 080_0 464 898 o Interior house clean i bel d fulfilli king difficult choi i
7+ Stump Grinding 5~ Hedge Trimming Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear .1 € may be Or.1g and fulfillingor ~ ma 1pg 1 .cu choices in very
~ Fruit Tree Pruning '~ Chipping 32; 2ﬁ2 d7268 * Odd jobs considered it may be tragically cut short but  emotional circumstances.
For a free quote call 0C2)7n457e 2%?58 * One off jobs welcome we all live a life that should be
07 868 3985 or 0274 726627 Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz remembered and celebrated by
BUILDING SERVICES our family and friends who are
left behind.

PROFESSIONAL A meaningful farewell
BUILDISG | CLECTRICAL (PLUMIIN provides not only value, but it
TRADE SERVICES is an essential part of healthy
NHTiIAL - Housa Marsmw ¥ L - G AL - Bedy Conperals Malnfsnanca 3 o o
Fregrammad My rdonancs - 247 Emsrgency ©allouts grlevmg. The lmportance Of
“-:-":. cI:Iun.:II-.F:mqu- vad Bullding Comant wark ksdged preplanning Your ﬁnal farewell
allows your loved ones to

| . - Prolsrred Insmarcs Providss HEN - CARN Diesiogn for IExier s - M1 Hoom
Fliznidd [ Enrfharisks | Cyclons F FCleciricsl Denign [ pes how poi fod el e Ml i
Pl 3 7

rrale] WA, PISNE, Cod
3 Coronation Strael, Pasrca

+ Office * Sleep Outs
+ Extra Accommodation DRIVING COURSES

+ Storage * Study Driving lessons

- Farm Accommodation Learner Licence courses*
; ; Defensive Driving courses*
Available in 2 colour.
0 il et Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)

CABINS FOR SALE

¢ Pre-Planning ¢ Traditional &
¢ Direct Cremation = Bespoke Funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362

valleyfuneralservices.com

galvanised steel frame oo *registe:.y%lljrifntefrest
) Marine Ply floor, see if you are eligible for free courses ) X
VIC'S CABINS insulated wa};ls& roof admin@valleyeducation.co.nz Funeral Directors
WAIKATO 3 double power points, COC, i i . 3 ;-
021 0271 6857 interior/exterior light 9o ©®

§ ()l
&V alley

-

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

Camper electrics

Tale
== L Vi
L) ] L-I

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching

= Electricians

T oy (
07 868 7151

| .
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, # Installations Air Conditioning E

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

= Heat Pumps
Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

palm kernel, hay & maize silage 3 oA fey = Security .
Repairs et -
PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384 - yStems Www.coolelectric.co.nz Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/

vou 021 944 309 | 22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames Thames/Waihi $2850 GST incl
T & A MCWATTERS LTD u 021 944 309 | )

W rioorinc WM GARDEN CAREsERvices N rowekiii M [ i ke
o - Funerals from $4800
Supply & Installation for ™
PP Call the Gardener Hunts Home Kills

Domestic & CommerCiaI For all your meat and game processing needs. Pre'Planning
. vOuE GARDE M PO WA
« Carpet - Vinyl

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.

i Gapden Care Barvias * Hygienic, vacuum packed products. Th=
- Laminate - Polyurethane * Professional facilities. HUNTS Des & Christine Necklen
Contact us for your Hedg: & Shrub Trimmaing  Smoked meats are our specialty. + 3
free Measure and Quote * 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum Funeral Directors
. Bolaespon & Hmall hardoespo foalunes * Game orders over 10kg
Emaﬁh%%%@?ﬁzglﬁgfrggﬁzo nz ® Premium custom orders to meet your needs Fararal Dirmchars
) T Call Paul {UEB} 4640 600 Ph: 0800 250 939  Mob: Mike - 021 411 210 ARFERIENLCY -8

Flooke thgardenerealiégmasloom e b e oo oo 5 . -
¥ mobile Tt Paind TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES [ =) sroxensHire & ross

o — TN DAL PN T L FFA MG AP CLALIN TS
i e o Do
mechanics ey ey

‘ . .We come to you... Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
4 Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, patios, block walls and renovations.

campervans, machinery & small engines « Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee « Specialising in exterior repairs &
- i i d finishes.
= Batteries available Contact Stan on 0223137911 modern finishes

* Exterior Plastering specialist.
+ 30 years experience
* All aspects of plastering including.

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401 _ _ Shannon: 022 428 2239
Email: robosvette@gmail.com to discuss your project. Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

ACEENSIUNEKREDRN ¢/.5ing - Drainiaying

PLUMBER RUBBISH REMOVAL

Huntly Plumbers| Smart Bins
2022 Lid Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, DRAINLAYING

SERVICES

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUIDWASTE

Roofing « Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096

& GAS REQUIREMENTS Farm Bins

Ph 07 828 9175 wse || Phone us or book online WS EIER) || A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

Email: admin@huntlyplumbers.co.nz 0800 4 MY BIN or
www.huntlyplumbers.co.nz www.smartbins.co.nz

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067
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CALL THE EXPERTS

SCRAP METAL

- g

3

g T e
e

VEHICLE

TYRES & BATTERIES

——

~— TYRE and BATTERY

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Bl WiNDSCREENs

[PRECISION|

"WINDSCREENS

Wewﬂwwwl

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
Www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Last month’s winner of the lotto ticket was Mary
Jamieson, who found Pete in the January 31st

edition in the Quinn Engineering advert.
Go to page 2 for details on how to enter.
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By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
he essence of Scotland is piping its
way back into Paeroa this weekend,
with the return of the annual Highland
Games and Tattoo.

Now in its 31st year, the Games prom-
ises to be a feast for the eyes and ears,
with entertainment, competitions and
activities running for a full 12 hours on
January 10. This year’s event includes a
larger entertainment stage and a High-
land Bar.

A three-hour evening tattoo spectacu-
lar will round off the festivities, featur-
ing musical guests Marian Burns &

Paeroa preares for a piing od time

!

McSweeney Brothers, Two Many Chiefs,
and Sarah Spicer & the Blue Riders, as
well as 12 pipe bands, the caber toss
event, and the Farmers Walk.
Committee president Richard Hornell
said they were expecting around 6000
people to descend on Paeroa Domain
for the event. “We’ve got 2770 pipers and
drummers coming, [and] different peo-
ple to see all over the domain,” he said.
“We use the slogan ‘Twelve hours of
family fun with a Scottish flavour’, which
really sums it up.”
DETAILS: January 10, 9am-9pm at the

Paeroa Domain. See paero- | ' &=
ahighlandgames.co.nz. e

CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Death Notices | Death Notices | Gardening Painter Storage  |Trades & Services Situations Vacant
CORR, TALBOT, Gary John | stump GRINDING. | Professionalroof | iuERleqlIBREE (| FENCING ||| Automotive Technician/Mechanic
Patricia A Pat): (QSM): . painter. Mario Kerkhof || ;

) Gary passed away All sizes, all areas. 027 961 4055 seoure, diy units CONTRACTOR Wanted:

Peacefully at Thames
Hospital, on 3rd
February, 2024; aged
79 years.

Dearly loved wife of
the late Brian. Loved
Mum of Paul and Gaye,
Leighton and Judith.
Special Nana Bear of
Jordan, Nikki, Autumn,
Jesse, Leon, Stephan,
Alys, and Shane.
Loved Great-Nana
Bear of Ava, Harper,
Kyla, Ella, Cleo, Tosh,
Bentley, Anthony, and
Aria.

In accordance with
Pat’s wishes a private
cremation has taken
place.

ITWEMNMIYMANS

LAWN, Wayne Phillip:
Peacefully, surrounded
by family on 28th
January, 2024; aged 77
years. Loved husband
of Jean. Treasured Dad
of Steven and Sarah,
Tracy, Mark, Jodi and
Chris. Loving granddad
of 9 grandchildren and
2 great-grandchildren.
In accordance with
Wayne’s wishes a
private cremation has

peacefully at his home,
surrounded by his
loving family, on 25th
January 2024; aged 67
years.

Our lives have been
enriched by his
gentleness, love,
generosity and care
and will continue to be
sustained by treasured
memories.

Moe maira e te
Rangatira.

At Gary’s request,
there was no funeral
service. He spent time
at our family home
until Tuesday 30th
January followed by

a private cremation.
We would like to
thank all of those who
visited, gifted flowers,
koha, food, aroha and
support before and
since Gary'’s passing.
Wendy, Amalia,
Aston, Clare, Isaac,
Henery, Bruce,
Angela, Carolyn and
Steve Wilkinson, lan
Cunningham, Desley
Edwards and whanau.
Donations in lieu of
flowers to Thames
Community Cancer
Support, ¢c/- Maureen
thscommunitycancer@
gmail.com or Thames
Volunteer Fire

Thames based. Ph
021 060 7659

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number,
anywhere.
Different machines for
different applications.
Over 20 years

experience.
Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your
stump problems.

027 439 0367

Public Notice

available, two sizes.
Call Trev 027 4076966

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more

Health

Plains Healing
Centre
Since 1989 now in
Paeroa & Thames as

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS AND
OTHER CLAIMANTS

Any Creditor or other
claimant who asserts a
right or interest in the
Estate of Eric Robert
Madgwick, late of Waihi,
Retired Farmer, who died
on 19 December 2022 at
Katikati must give notice
of their claim to Harkness
Henry, Private Bag

3077, Hamilton 3240 or
email harknesshenry@
harkness.co.nz within
thirty-one days from the
date on which this notice
is given. Distribution

of the estate may be
made without regard to
any claim of which the

High quality
workmanship

Wanted To Rent

Competitive prices
Call Matt
0211727 148

Room to rent Thames.
$200 plus exp/week. Ph
021 053 1620

Vehicle For Sale

Mazda Ute, 1993. Double cab, excellent cond.
$4,500. Ph 07 868 6398

Thames based workshop looking for an experienced
mechanic.

Preferably with WOF Authority (but not essential),
Great variety of work specialising in Muscle cars &
Hot Rods. Current Drivers Licence required.

If you are looking for a good working environment
with a great crew, please apply to:

Barrie Richards Auto Repairs
801 Pollen St, Thames
Or Contact Barrie on: 078683441 - 0272921599
E-Mail: brar@xtra.co.nz

Public Notice

Romoco trustees of the estate do
not have notice before
Wellness. the notice deadline.
Gentle therapeutic Claims d d owing at
: . aims due and owing a
manipulation as per date of death should be
Harley Blows so certified.
07 862 9167 This notice is published
pursuant to Section 79 of
Handyman  |the Trusts Act 2019.
Handyman Services Storage

* Waihi and
surrounding areas
* Building maintenance
and repairs
* Mobile - Grant
027 333 8331
+ E - Waihi105@gmail.com

taken place. Brigade, c/- Siobhan
thamesfirestation@
gmail.com.
Church Notice
Assembly of God||  For Lease

10am Sundays.
Scout Hall.
Baker St, Waihi

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Mowing, hedges,
fencing, gardening,
carpentry, painting,
retaining walls, weld-
ing, waterblasting.
Work is good quality
and | will not attempt
to work outside of
my skills. Insured.
Dennis Schuler 022
129 0169

STORAGE

KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway
Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry
Units available
7x3.6mand7x5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Proposed Temporary Road Closure

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974,
notice is hereby given that for the purpose
of Beach Hop 2024 Waihi Annual Classic Car
Parade and Show event organised by Go
Waihi it is intended to close the following
roads to ordinary vehicular traffic for the
period indicated hereunder. During the
proposed period of closure provision will

be made for ordinary vehicular traffic,
which would otherwise use the road, to use
alternative routes.

Period of closure: Wednesday 20 March

2024, 6:00am to 3:00pm.

Roads to be closed in Paeroa:

e SH2 (from Seddon St/SH2 intersection to
Kenny St intersection)

e Seddon St (from School Ln/SH2
intersection to entire Seddon St)

e Gilmour St (from Kenny St/SH25
intersection to Seddon St)

e Muller St (from property no. 3 Muller St to
Seddon St roundabout)

e Haszard St (from property no. 24 to
Martha St)

* Moresby Ave (from property no. 80 to
SH2 roundabout)

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular
traffic will be made with signs, cones and
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person otherwise than
under authority of an authorised permit to
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic
during the proposed period of closure.

Any objections should be directed to the
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or info@
hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 23 February 2024.

L D Cavers

Chief Executive

Hauraki District Council

Pedlars Motel

Is looking for a cleaner on a casual
basis.

The person we are seeking will have

the following attributes:

- Be honest and reliable

- Be available to work at short notice

- Be available on call and weekends/
public holidays

- Work well in a team or individually

If this sounds like you, to apply
email your CV to
The Manager, Pedlars Motel,
stay@pedlarsmotel.co.nz,
or drop off at our reception desk.

Handyman

THAMES HANDYMAN
& BUILDING SERVICES
Building,
home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

Storage

TOTAL STORAGE LTD ==
KEREPEHI /| PAEROA | ||
We will beat any legit quote for

storage in 10ft or 20ft containers
T&C'’s apply

021 67 67 99

info@totalstorage.co.nz
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Bounce back from adversity

By BILL SHAW

en did you last encounter adversi-
ty and how effectively did you deal
with it?

The pop band R.E.M. in their song
Everybody Hurts reminds us that life
at times can be difficult, no one is ex-
empt from the ups and downs of life.
Setbacks, misfortune and painful experi-
ences are common. Our ability to bounce
back from challenging life experiences
is known as resilience and refers to the
ability to cope with and recover from dif-
ficulties and stresses. It is a trait that can
be learned and developed through prac-
tice.

Some strategies you can use to build
resilience in your life are:

1. Acknowledge that adversity does not
discriminate; we all must deal with con-
fronting times. Pay attention to your self-
talk as our evolutionary inclination is to
watch for negative events. Consequently,
we sometimes respond to setbacks with
pessimistic thinking which hinders us
from noticing the good things.

2. Every night before you go to bed,
write down three good things that went
well during the day and why you are

grateful for them. Research highlights
that when individuals do this consistent-
ly for a period, they feel less depressed
and better about themselves. Count your
blessings whether they are small or big.

3. Some of you may have seen the film
Pay it Forward where an act of kindness
is repaid by doing something good for
someone else. Random acts of kindness
are small and thoughtful actions that you
can do to make some else’s day a little
brighter. They can be done for strangers,
friends and family. Studies have linked
the practice of random acts of kindness
to the release of dopamine in the brain
which is known as the “feel-good” hor-
mone.

4. Cultivate hope and optimism as they
are powerful positive emotions associ-
ated to feelings of wellbeing. There is a
line from the movie The Shawshank Re-
demption, which states “Hope is a good
thing. May be the best of things. And no
good thing ever dies”. Believe in your-
self, a concept known as self-efficacy
which is the belief that you can achieve
your goals. It can enhance your motiva-
tion and performance.

5. Imagine your best self, recognise
your strengths and how you can use them
as levers for positive change. Identifying
and employing your personal strengths
can help you navigate challenging situ-
ations tﬁat require you to use your skills
and talents to overcome obstacles.

These strategies seem straightforward,
it takes discipline and practice to incor-
porate them into your daily life. The US
Army concerned by the number of sol-
diers experiencing post-traumatic stress
disorder has incorporated them into the
training of their military. This training
is known as “Hunting the Good Stuff”. I
wish you well for hunting the good stuff
in your life.

- Bill Shaw is a registered social worker
and psychologist
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A team of volunteers helped run the Chabeel Day in December.
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Chabeel Day connects community

Nearly 1000 food and drink items were

served to residents and travellers dur-

Lng Thames’ first Chabeel Day in Decem-
er.

One of the organisers, Jaspreet Kaur,
said the idea for the event started as a con-
versation among friends that they should
commemorate the Martyrdom of Chaar Sa-
hibzaade in Thames.

“As first generation migrants from India,
we all have great memories of our child-
hood where free food and drinks were
served on the side of roads by multiple
community groups,” she said.

“The purpose is to give back to the com-
munity and remember the sacrifices made
by our ancestors so that we have the free-
dom to make our own choices and not be
forced to any religion.”

Chabeel 1s a traditional Indian drink
served during the summer months to re-
lieve the heat. It is made by mixing water
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Nearly 1000 food and drink items were s
Chabeel Day in December.

erved to

and/or milk with rose syrup.

“On the day, we served nearly 1000 par-
cels of food and drinks to the local commu-
nity and travellers passing by. [Travellers
on] four big double decker buses that made
their stop at Thames were also served on
the hot, sunny day.”

Jaspreet said the group was “very fortu-
nate” to have support from Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council and local business-
es. A team of volunteers came from Waika-
to Shaheed-E-Azam Bhagat Singh Sports
and Cultural Trust to serve our community.
“Gatka (Sikh Martial Art) Akal Khalsa Mar-
tial Art Trust gave a colourful demonstra-
tion of the warrior art, which was enjoyed
by locals and visitors,” she said.

“We aim to work together and make this
an annual event in Thames so we can be-
come an example for our Kiwi-Indian gen-
eration and remember Chaar Sahibzaade
with acute sadness and great vigour.”

residents and travellers during Thames’ first

ROOFING

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,
TPO Enviroclad « Butyl - Epiclad « Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML: davetaylorroofing@gmail.com '|;
WWW: davetaylorroofing.co.nz
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SPLINTAR’S FIREWOOD

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha
SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $80 per cube
Gum $130 per cube

Minimum order 3 cubes

Ph: 0800 77546827

0 splintasfirewood
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DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $2950.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,
Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3195.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel
or Waikato Hospital: $3295.00
Outside all of these areas: $2950.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
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THAMES VALLEY

SUPPORT
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LTD.

LOCAL

wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Pets

Please /\A
advise your m
Vet of your

Forever

PET CREMATORIUM

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 60 Departure (4) 14 Cowboy film (7)
1 In afavourable or 61 Cheerful and 20 Find faults (9)

advantageous position  friendly (6) 23 Small bed (8)
(7,6) 62 Confectionery 24 Receded (anag)(7)
8 Fight against (6) flavour (7) 26 Sugar pill (7)

14 Anger (5)
15 Multiplied by eight

63 Chant (6)
65 Reduce the

27 Apprehensive (6)
29 Dried seedless

(8) strength of (6) grape (7)

16 Comes next (7) 66 One injured or killed 30 Military pageant (6)
17 Burn suddenly (8) 32 Oak nut (5)
brightly (5) 68 Use vague or 34 Repairs (5)

18 Family and ambiguous language 36 Perfume (5)
relations (3) (10) 38 Deception (4)

19 Crux (7) 71 Artist's workshop (6) 43 Children (5)

21 |Interpret (9) 72 Most lethal (9) 44 Staying power (7)
22 Pie covering (6) 74 Curt (7) 45 Extol (4)

25 Make three copies 76 Bite (3) 46 Whim (6)

(10) 79 Scoundrel (5) 47 Boring machine (5)
27 Raw (8) 80 Pen again (7) 48 Wonderful (8)

28 Emergency (6) 81 Vision (8) 49 Hunter’s dog (9)
31 African expedition 83 Vista (5) 50 Obscure in

(6) 84 Scarcity (6) meaning (7)

33 Do well (7) 85 Behave 51 Warning device (5)

52 Conference (7)

53 Apply oneself
seriously to a task (7,4)
54 Vitamin C
deficiency disease (6)

34 Mason’s mixture (6)
35 Added advantage
(4)

37 Female deer (3)

39 Hemispherical roof

inappropriately or
disobediently (4,3,2,4)

DOWN
2 Cutting tooth (7)

(4) 3 Ceasefire (5) 55 Flue cleaner (7,5)
40 Batting spell (7) 4 Zero (3) 64 Need (7)

41 Retinue (9) 5 Seed vessels of 65 Looker-on (7)

42 Produced (7) leguminous plants (4) 67 Dig up (7)

43 No tinsel (anag)(8) 6 Fizzy (12) 69 Reinforce (7)

48 Outlook (8) 7 Hooked claw (5) 70 Unmarried (6)

52 Downs tools (7) 8 lItalian rice dish (7) 71 Binge (5)

56 Figurine (9) 9 Out of danger (4) 73 Nincompoop (5)

57 Live together (7) 10 Large dung-beetle (6) 75 Wet pig-food (5) -
58 Tall story (4) 11 Slightly adhesive (5) 77 Prophet (4) ai

59 Monetary unit of 12 Modifications (7) 78 Sweetheart (4)

Romania (3) 13 Cosset (11) 82 Self-image (3)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Shorten, 4 Fire escape, 9 Massive, 13 Even, 14 Grumpy, 15 Polite, 16 Ejected, 19 Lettuce,

20 Land of milk and honey, 21 Remote, 22 Utmost, 24 Character, 29 Earliest, 30 Strong, 31 Eternal, 35
Shocking, 36 Tavern, 37 Away, 38 Plain, 39 Lag, 41 Taste, 43 Target, 47 Abhor, 50 Hod, 54 Cruel, 55 Gale,
56 Enamel, 57 Daffodil, 60 Headway, 61 Dawdle, 62 Treasure, 65 Altimeter, 67 Seemed, 68 Gnomon, 72
Blow one’s own trumpet, 75 Louvres, 77 Thirsty, 78 Lining, 79 Seized, 80 Slur, 81 Studied, 82 Decelerate,
83 Summary.
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DOWN: 1 Steal, 2 Overtime, 3 Nursed, 4 Family tree, 5 Rayon, 6 Exploit, 7 Column, 8 Petal, 10 Adjudicate,
11 Sucrose, 12 Viewer, 17 Dust jacket, 18 Hairy, 21 Refusal, 23 Qutlast, 25 Hangar, 26 Blends, 27 Trance,
28 Casino, 30 Swear, 32 Rule, 33 Long, 34 Jamb, 40 Agreed, 42 Thaw, 44 Agenda, 45 Glaze, 46 Theatre,
48 Hoarse, 49 Referendum, 50 Hide, 51 Dolphin, 52 Weld, 53 Berate, 58 Marionette, 59 Repertoire, 63
Sense, 64 Umbrella, 66 Lowered, 67 Smuggle, 69 Old hat, 70 Strike, 71 Alters, 73 Write, 74 Pasta, 76
Stray.
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Lockdown hobby ﬁnds home in Paeroa

. WS

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Barbara Kellerman’s bag is al-
ways much heavier at the be-
ginning of a walk than at the end,
and as she strolls around Paeroa,
she leaves surprises in her wake.

The former teacher spends
her days painting inspirational
messages and quirky pictures on
rocks, before hiding them in pub-
lic spaces for others to find.

Her inspiration came from
a worldwide movement called
“Kindness Rocks”, and a walk
with her granddaughters in 2018.

“They’ § found a couple of rocks
somewhere and they'd brought
them home,” she said.

“It started in the United States...
Somebody started painting posi-
tive statements on rocks and
leaving them for people to
find, and that’s where
this ‘Kindness Rocks’
came about.”

Barbara was en-
amoured with the
idea, and began
painting rocks of
her own. At first
picking up a few
pebbles from her
garden and stones
from beaches, she
began leaving them
near her former home
in West Auckland.

“When I first started I just
used Resene testpots and the

- Iy

/Barbara Kellerman wants to inspire other locals to join in W|th the
'/ creative hide-and-seek trend. Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

putting teddy bears in community as well, and a way to
windows. We lived down stayin touch during the pandemic.
a right-of-way and I couldn’t Barbara joined a Facebook
put my teddy bear in my window, group called Westie Rocks, which
so I painted rocks and put them issued painting challenges to keep

grandchildren did too,” she said. 2020 round my letter box at the top of people’s spirits up.

“As we were walking and hiding though, thedriveway,” Barbara said. When Barbara moved to Paeroa,
[the rocks] we would meet other  that Barbara’s hobby really began “It did keep me going through her thoughts turned instantly to
people doing the same thing.” to take off. lockdown.” rock hunting.

It wasn't until the lockdowns of “During lockdown people were With the rocks came an online “I saw that there was a Waihi

rock hunting group... I thought
well yeah, but that means I've got
to travel all the time,” she said.

“So that’s when I started hiding
them around [Paeroa] domain.”

In the 18 months since she’s
been in Paeroa, Barbara estimat-
ed she has decorated and hidden
thousands of rocks in the area - at
the Domain, in the library, at the
playground and in many other
places.

“I buy mine at Mitrei0 in
sacks... This is at least my second,
if not my third, big bag of rocks.”

Finding no dedicated Facebook
group in Paeroa, Barbara invent-
ed the hashtag #PaeroaRocks to
keep track of her stones, along

tﬁ) her personal tag #bk2020.

“I thought, ‘well there’s no such
thing as #PaeroaRocks so I shall
make [it],” she said.

“It sort of has gathered momen-
tum. It would be nice if other peo-
ple painted them too, [but] I also
realise that it’s not necessarily a
cheap thing to do.”

It’s the teacher in her that keeps
her going now, Barbara said, and
although she loves it when people
tag her on Facebook with a found
rock, it’s not her main motivation.

“I like doing them for the chil-
dren to find. It appeals to anybody
no matter what their capabilities
are,” she said.

“And 1 always say thank you
when someone shares my rock.
People will say, ‘I found this rock
today and it made me so happy’.

ﬁat is the point of them, it lifts
someone’s spirits.”
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33 ECCLES AVE, TE KAUWHATA $70,000 107 VINEYARD ROAD, TE KAUWHATA
e 4 bed, 2 bath home o

Lifestyle property on 9475sgm

e Fully fenced, private back yard e 4 bed, 2 bath, 2 lounge over 232sgm

e Short walk to town and schools
a double garage

Call Brendon for a prlvate viewing Brendon 022 530 0902
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254 WATTLE ROAD WHANGAMARINO $850,000

e 3 bed family home in rural setting

OFFICE - 0800 736 292

RE/MAX

Apex

¢ 1.5990ha to make your mark

e Short drive to SH1 and Te Kauwhata town

i

Charlene 027 411 7516

Call Charlene for a private viewing

RE MAX SHOWCASE- Featured Properties

¢ Stand-alone shed of approx. 57sgm plus

Call Tracy for your private viewing

https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/
ADDRESS - 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED | REAA 2008 | TK REAL ESTATE LIMITED

$1,350, 000

Tracy 027 296 9016

RE/MAYX
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