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Knocked it offKnocked it off
“Use it or lose it” has always been the atti-
tude of Ngātea nonagenarian David Baker.

Not only has the 90-year-old made good 
use of his legs throughout his life, travers-
ing tracks overseas and throughout New 
Zealand, he has now become the oldest 
known person to have ever reached the 
summit of Mt Taranaki.

He climbed the peak alongside his wife 
Helen, 71, and family for his birthday cel-
ebrations last month, telling The Profile it 
was both a mental and physical challenge 
that was spurred on by a fundraiser for 
Starship.

“For the last five or six months, Helen 
and I have been working towards it; we 
knew how hard it was going to be,” he 
said.

Mount Taranaki, also called Mt Egmont, 
is a dormant stratovolcano that stands at 
2518m high. 

It is the second highest mountain in the 
North Island and it took David and his 
family 12 hours total to ascend and de-
scend it.

David’s childhood home was under the 
shadow of the maunga. He recalled “living 
in the bush chasing goats for two and six-
pence each”.

“I’ve always had an inkling to keep fit,” 
he said. “I’ve played a lot of squash, went 
for runs…”

For five years, David was responsible for 
setting up 400 bait stations in the Waha-
rau Regional Park - a steep climb he said 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED P2
David Baker takes a breather after his record-breaking fundraising 
climb to the top of Mt Taranaki for his 90th birthday.   Photo: SUPPLIED
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           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town
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Thames Tides
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Incorporating the latest in Plasma Cutters, MIG,
ARC and TIG technology - Weldtech products
offer professional welding results and simple

setup for all welding requirements and skill levels.

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 
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in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Moore’s 
Pharmacy ad.
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got his heart rate up - and, 
after retiring to the Hauraki 
eight years ago, he found other 
ways to continue his activity.

“It’s so flat in Ngatea,” he 
said, “so what I do everyday 
besides my walk, is go up and 
down the steps at the pavilion 
for 15 to 30 minutes.

 Thirty minutes is my record 
- that’s 90 times walking up 
and down 15 steps - and that’s 
the reason why when I came 
off the mountain, the next day 
there were absolutely no mus-
cle twinges. Nothing.” 

David may also be recognis-
able for his generosity in pick-
ing up litter around town. 

For at least five years, he has 
collected 20kg of rubbish a 
month, including glass, cans, 
and cardboard, and walks back 
home to recycle it.

But the inspirational Haura-
ki man remains ever humble. 

Although he climbed Mt 
Taranaki for his 70th and 80th 
birthdays, he said his 90th-
year excursion came with a 
“big push” - to fundraise for 
Starship.

He chose the children’s 
hospital because, after nine 
decades of no serious health 
complications, David said he 
was well-aware how fortunate 
he and his family had been.

“I’ve been a teacher and 
feel children are our future,” 
Helen said. “We have been 
really lucky with our children 

and our grandchildren, but not 
everybody is as fortunate.” 
DETAILS: To donate to David’s 
fundraiser, visit www.fundraise-
forstarship.org.nz/david-baker

Retiree’s record climb for charity
CONTINUED FROM P1

TOP: David Baker climbed to the 
peak of Mt Taranaki alongside 

his wife Helen, 71, and family for 
his 90th birthday celebrations 

last month.
RIGHT: David takes a breather 

during the epic climb. 
Photos: SUPPLIED

SH25 in Thames was closed for 
four hours on February 5 while 
emergency services responded 
to a crash involving a car and a 
motorcycle at the Banks St in-
tersection just before midday. 

Police said one person was 
transported to Waikato Hospi-
tal in a critical condition. The 
Serious Crash Unit attended. 

Police thanked motorists for 
their patience while the road 
was closed, with northbound 
traffic turned-back at Kōpū and 
southbound traffic turned back 
in Thames. 

A few days later, emergency 
services responded to another 
serious crash involving two ve-
hicles at Tirohia. 

Police said the crash hap-
pened around 4:35pm and one 
person was in a critical condi-
tion. Traffic management was 
in place in the area and the Se-
rious Crash Unit was advised. 

The following day, February 
8, a two-vehicle crash closed 
SH25 near Hauraki Rd, Oron-
go, at about 6.50pm. Hato 
Hone St John sent three road 
ambulances to the crash and 
treated six patients. 

One was in a serious condi-
tion, four received moderate 
injuries, and one had minor 
injuries.

Three serious 
crashes on 
Thames 
Valley roads
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meloyelo.nz/scratch-win

SCRATCH AND WIN
Everyone who test-rides a
MeloYelo e-bike is a winner
Fabulous prizes include:

• 2 MeloYelo ebikes
• $400 discount vouchers
•• $$660000 ddiissccoouunntt vvoouucchheerrss
• $1000 discount vouchers

Call Luen Wong, your MeloYelo
agent in the Coromandel today

021 818 800

Half Price.
UP TO

Find your best sleep yet with Sleepyhead
Serenity Peace and Essence.

18 months
interest free*
*On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 27.02.24.

*Offer valid to 27.02.24 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in
circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *18 Months interest free is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) for in-store purchases until 27.02.24. Min spend $999. Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, laybuy and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees, Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee
applies to your first LTF transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Q Mastercard Expired Promotional Rate or Q Card Standard Interest Rate (both 27.99% p.a.) applies at the end of LTF
Interest Free Period. (See Ts&Cs for Q Mastercard Standard Interest Rate applicable to outstanding balance of a Standard Purchase.) Rates and fees subject to change. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice. Mastercard and the circles design are registered trademarks of Mastercard International Incorporated.

The experts in sleep.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Learning to read at 65 after life of ‘listening’
Stephen Ranger has amassed 

thousands of books about his 
favourite subject - New Zealand 
history.

He enjoys the ones about Māori  
culture, kauri trees, flax, and gold 
mining, but there’s one question 
he always gets asked when some-
one stumbles upon his collection: 
“How come you have so many 
books when you can’t read?”

For 65 years, Stephen hasn’t 
been able to read and write, and 
for most of his adult life, he used 
the maunga [mountains] of Auck-
land to navigate. But now he’s giv-
en himself a goal: to learn literacy 
with the help of Te Korowai.

“I could’ve said to myself ‘I’m 
not going to bother’, but I want to 
leave the world knowing how to 
read,” he told The Profile. 

Stephen was born prematurely 
in Mt Roskill, Auckland, in 1958. 
From the start, he said he strug-
gled with reading and writing and 
was placed in a special learning 
class in primary school.

He only spent about two years 
at high school and got the cane 
and the strap “quite a lot”. 

He said he didn’t understand 
the words on the board or what 
they meant, and often felt like a 
“square peg in a round hole”. 

But he was good at other things: 
swimming, woodwork, and tech-
nical drawing, and after being ex-
pelled from school at 14, he went 
on to work at a furniture removal 
company sweeping the floors and 
doing other tasks. 

In the 1980s, he started his own 
cleaning business which became a 

success.
“I stayed away from that world 

of reading and I did that for years 
and years and years,” he said. “I 
cleaned pubs and hotels and night-
clubs and the windows of high-
rises, and whenever anyone asked 
me how I got around Auckland, 
I’d tell them how I looked at the 
mountains. I’ve always been good 
at memorising things.” 

Stephen even passed his driv-
ers licence by remembering the 
shapes of the signs. 

He’s lived in Thames now for 20 
years and said he no longer want-
ed “to just get by”.

“I’m learning to remember my 
phone numbers off by heart, and 
how to use a money machine with-
out it gobbling up all the money, 
and my home address in case I 
hurt myself,” he said. “I never had 
to use my brain because I went by 
my ears - I was listening all the 
time.” 

About three months ago, he 
approached Te Korowai Hauora 

o Hauraki for literacy help, and 
since then, prevocational navi-
gator Romi Curl has helped him 
from the ground up.

Romi, a former teacher, offers 
creative opportunities for free 
within the community, such as 
journaling and CV writing, as well 
as the literacy sessions Stephen 
has taken up.

They meet once a week and 
Romi, who believed Stephen had 
dyslexia, said he was making great 
progress. 

After 65 years, Stephen Ranger is learning how to read and write. INSET: Stephen with Romi Curl. Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“One of the things that I was 
really impressed by is that he’s 
always been able to make a living 
without that [literacy] skill. It is 
much easier to learn things when 
you’re younger, but he’s making 
amazing progress,” she said.

They’ve begun by chronicling 
Stephen’s own life story, seeing as 
they both share a love of history. 

“I’ve still got a long way to go,” 
he said, “but I’m running on de-
termination. 

“If you put your mind to some-
thing and if you want something 
bad enough, you will do it.” 

During the 1980s, Stephen met 
his future partner Shirley, who 
was brought up in a family of 13. 

She told him how her father 
would bring all of the children to-
gether to teach them how to read 
and write.

Stephen said he was so thankful 
for Shirley’s help over the years, 
but he no longer wanted to rely on 
her.

“If it wasn’t for my partner be-
side me being my right hand, I 
would be lost. She’s there for any-
thing, and she’s been there for 25 
years.”

Stephen said if there were any 
others within the community in 
similar shoes as his, they didn’t 
need to feel embarrassed. 

“Life can throw you sh*t and 
give you everything at the same 
time. You don’t need to be embar-
rassed about it.

“I don’t care if it takes me the 
rest of my life to learn how to 
read,” he said, then with a smile: 
“But I hope it doesn’t!”
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New Beginnings at HPC

“Everyone was really
friendly” ... “A girl helped
me find my class” - Ruby

“I enjoyed it and can’t wait
to start food tech”

- Fletcher

“Full on and enjoyed
making new friends”

- Scarlett

“I love the tuck shop”
- Lachlan

“Really enjoyed the day but
my feet were sore at the
end of it” - Christian

Victoria Dickey and Whaea Rangitahi
leading our new Year 9 students into the

powhiri.

Korehere Ngāpō speaking on behalf of
mana whenua.

Year 9 students found the ropes

YEAR 9 QUOTES

Education
Waka Ama leads student to world champs
Hauraki student Manaia Tai-

pari has the world stage in his 
sights after receiving a silver med-
al at the 2024 Waka Ama Sprint 
Nationals.

The 17-year-old competed in 
the sprint nationals at Lake Kara-
piro last month as part of the Asoy 
crew, which claimed silver and 
qualifying for the 2024 IVF Va’a 
World Sprint Championship at 
Hawaii in August.

Manaia also competed in the un-
der 19s singles races at the nation-
al event, led by coaches Turanga 
Barclay-Kerr and Zanny Southon 
as part of the Te Toki Waka Ama 
club based in Hamilton.

Manaia told The Profile train-
ing with a goal like worlds in mind 
took commitment, discipline, 
and dedication - “training, eating 
good, and making sure you are 
at your best so you perform your 
best keeps you on all the time”.

Manaia, who is a year 13 stu-
dent at Hauraki Plains College this 
year, said it was “hard for a young 
person like me to keep 100 per 
cent focussed”.

“Especially when your other 
mates are off doing fun stuff or 
just hanging out.”

Having an awesome crew, and 
a team that is “on the same vibe” 
were important to Manaia. 

Whanau backing him, and hav-
ing a coach like Turanga, who only 
wanted the best for him, were key 
in helping him keep his eye on the 

goal, he said.
Keeping focussed and working 

hard at school throughout 2023 
resulted in Manaia gaining all the 
NCEA Level 2 credits he needed 
by September. This allowed him to 
finish up the school year early and 
move to Hamilton to train dur-
ing the summer season, where his 
crew and coach trained, to work 
toward his waka ama goals.

Manaia’s mother, Carrie Tai-

pari-Thorne said trainings were 
initially once a day, two to three 
times a week while he worked full-
time in commercial construction 
to help pay for waka ama costs and 
boarding.

He left work in late November to 
focus on training after it increased 
to twice a day, six days a week.

Carrie said training sessions for 
Manaia with his crew in Hamil-
ton involved land and water fit-

ness, boot camps, water skills and 
technique sessions, as well as race 
planning and strategy. 

To continue training for the 
world champs, Manaia will now 
travel back to Hamilton three days 
a week for training while complet-
ing his school work at HPC.

He is also currently helping train 
corporate groups from Hauraki to 
compete in a Corporate Regatta 
run by Te Toki in Hamilton this 

month to raise funds for the World 
Champs. Manaia will be training 
them after school and will also 
help in training community groups 
who have just started their waka 
journey with their home club, Te 
Aputa Tira Hoe.

His advice for other students 
who may want to get involved in 
the sport was to “probably not to 
stay up late, and get to training”. 

“Get in there and try it.”

Manaia Taipari competes at the national waka ama competition.                                  Photo: SUPPLIED/WAKA AMA NEW ZEALAND

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Thornton Bay
Exceptional
lifestyle and
income

opportunity (bnb),
or private home.
4 bedrooms,

expansive section.
Private sale.

Ph 027 273 8375
to view

Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

SuperPrice Furniture will soon open its 
third store, expanding its reach to supply 

top quality furniture to customers around the 
entire Coromandel Peninsula.

Owner Kamal Singh opened the first Su-
perPrice Furniture shop in Pollen St, Thames, 
in 2019, followed by a second store, the Su-
perPrice Bed Shop, in the same block to spe-
cialise in bedroom furniture.

Now, Kamal is gearing up to open another 
store in the former Fagans furniture shop in 
Whitianga’s Albert St. 

Kamal said he was ready to expand and 
reach out to the entire Coromandel Penin-
sula, with the Whitianga store looking to sell 
both beds and furniture.

The grand opening date had not been set, 
but was likely to happen mid to end of March, 
he said.

Kamal’s younger brother, Diamond Thind, 
will manage the new store.

“He’s quite experienced and he’s been with 
me for five, six years,” he said.

“He’s capable of running the shop.”
Kamal wanted anyone in the Coromandel 

area who needed to buy furniture to “think of 
us as first choice”.

“Just come and talk to us,” he said.
With an interest in supporting the older 

community, the SuperPrice Bed Shop in 
Thames offered adjustable electric beds, or 
lifestyle beds, which had been growing in 
popularity, he said.

“The older customers, they just don’t mind 
about fashion and trends. They come here so 
that they can have a good experience.”

Immigrating to New Zealand when he was 
younger and starting a business were things 
Kamal said he wanted to inspire both young-
er immigrants and let the younger commu-
nity know that “anything is possible”.

“It’s my brand, it’s not a franchise or any-
thing. It’s an independent family business,” 
he said.

Kamal’s brother in law, Sanket Gurung, 

Third store set to open for SuperPrice Furniture
ADVERTORIAL

looks after the bed shop, while the furniture 
shop is looked after by sister in law Srijana 
Gurung Kothiyal. “And my wife, Simran Gu-
rung, she does a bit of marketing,” he said.

With a focus on delivering excellent cus-
tomer service, Kamal said the best thing 
about being the owner of the business had 
come down to “connecting with people”.

“I revolve around service,” he said.
Kamal said customers walking in the store 

had either had a good experience with Su-
perPrice, or had heard about someone else’s 
experience with the store.

“It might take me some time to find ex-
actly what they [customers] need,” he said, 

but he aimed to listen and do his best to find 
a solution. Kamal said SuperPrice products 
were a “middle of the road” price point.

“We stick with Kiwi made, we want to pro-
vide quality and comfort,” he said. “And we 
do deliveries by the way.”

The flat rate of $80 to deliver anywhere in 
the Coromandel Peninsula was something 
Kamal said he could offer. They just wanted 
to look after the community, he said.

“My wife, she’s a nurse in the hospital, my 
baby was born here, and we are locals, we 
live here now. Come and support locals, we 
are here,” he said.

- By Davidda Hikatangata

SuperPrice Furniture owner Kamal Singh looks forward to opening a new store in Whitianga.                 Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villas
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Gordon Rogers has been recognised for his generosity, but the 95-year-old doesn’t do it for the glory.
                    Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

The story of how Gordon 
Rogers came to live in 

Waihī is one of timing.
After his second wife passed 

away from cancer in 2006, a 
friend of his told him to “hop 
on a plane and come over to 
Christchurch; spend a couple 
of weeks here to get away from 
it all”.

The Australian-born did 
just that and, after discover-
ing some family history within 
New Zealand, he returned 
home but was “80 per cent 
sure” he was going to come 
back.

Fast-forward to 2010, he 
married again and told his 
new wife he wanted to “live 
and die in New Zealand”. 

“We drove all round the 
North Island. I had a list of 
towns on an A4 sheet of pa-
per - 20 of them. We finished 
that list and came back the 
next year and went to different 
towns written on another list. 
Waihī wasn’t written on the 
first list. Waihī wasn’t on the 
second list. It wasn’t in the top 
40,” he said. “But one night, 
we came through to the round-
about and I looked up and I 
saw the lights on the poles and 
the flags… two days later, I 
leased a house for a year.”

Gordon, 95, said he knew 
nothing about Waihī, but that 

‘Town pride’ at heart of Gordon’s goodwill

the lights and the flags told 
him it had plenty of “town 
pride” and he officially became 
a local a few years later.

That feeling of belonging to 
and being proud of the town 
where he lived has been a con-
stant theme throughout the 

goodwill Gordon has spread 
among Waihī, of which he was 
presented with a certificate of 
appreciation from the district’s 

Mayor Toby Adams last week.
Gordon was one of the driv-

ing forces behind the planting 
of hundreds of cherry blossom 
trees throughout town, as well 
as the thousands of daffodil 
bulbs at Waihī Cemetery. 

He is also the founder of the 
Waihī Cherry Blossom Society, 
but said he couldn’t have done 
a thing without the help of 
Max McLean and Sel Baker.

“I’ve had lots of ideas that 
have ended up on the rocks, 
but this one worked,” he said. 

“Deep inside, I feel proud 
because, just as I taught my 
daughters and sons: at times 
in life you come to a fork in 
the road and you don’t know 
which way is wrong or right. 
But if you choose one road, 
go right to the end because 
you won’t know whether you 
win or lose until you’re at the 
end. But every time I look [at 
the award], all I see is Sel and 
Max.” 

Mayor Toby said council 
did not give certificates of ap-
preciation “out lightly” but in-
stead made sure they went to 
someone who was “absolutely 
doing some amazing stuff in 
our community”.

“I always put a lot of thought 
and effort into who is deserv-
ing and this was an easy no-
brainer,” he said. 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2012 Nissan Juke
Auto, Low 31kms, Immac Condition

$12,990

2017 Nissan Qashqai
Auto, Top Range Model, Low 44kms

$25,990

2011 Toyota Highlander
V6 Auto, 4WD, T-Bar, 7 Seat

GREAT BUY

$10,990

2009 BMW 530i
Auto, Fully Optioned with Leather

$12,990

2020 Holden Trax
Auto, At Just 10km from new

Suit a New Car Buyer

$21,990

2005 Toyota RAV-4
Auto, 2WD

ARRIVING THIS WEEK

$8,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
Auto, 18” Rim, Best Condition

SPECIAL
$13,990

2015 Kia Pro-Ceed GT
6 Speed Manual, Turbo, Special Car

$13,990

Every piper and drummer marches in unison under the mace of the Auckland Police Pipe Band at the Evening Tattoo. 

Rows of pipers and drummers weave through one another in an impressive 
display of precision and musical talent.                  Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

The Northland Caledonian Pipe Band. 

The Hamilton Caledonian Pipe Band. 

Tattoo triumph
The 31st annual Highland Games and Tattoo was held in Paeroa 
Domain on February 10. Thousands of people celebrated all things 
Scottish, with dancing, competitions, pipers and drummers, and a 
wealth of Scottish culture and food in the Clan Village. The day finished 
with a three-hour evening tattoo extravaganza. ALICE PARMINTER 
marched along to catch the festivities. 

The drum majors show their flair in the finals of the Flourishing of the Mace. 

Andy from Tauranga represents the Kiwi team in finals of the caber toss. 
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FOR ALL YOUR SALES,
SERVICE, REPAIRS

& SPARES!

Tractor Sales • Servicing & Repairs of all makes and models • Farm Machinery Sales & Service (new & used)
Hydraulic Hoses & Fittings • Truck & Digger Servicing • Automotive Servicing WOF’s & pre COF

Auto Electrical & Air Conditioning Service • State Roadside Rescue Breakdown Service • EWP & Crane Specialists
• UBCO • Sales, Parts and Service for all Garden & Lawn Equipment

Strautmann, McCormick, Lemken, Polaris, UBCO, Husqvarna, Pearson,
Masport, Ryco Hydraulics, Aichi, TyreMax, Croplands, Rata

EXCLUSIVE Dealer for STRAUTMANN : Sales, Parts & Service
Waikato & Bay Of Plenty

28-32 LAWRENCE AVE, TE AROHA 3320
ADMIN@AGPLUS.CO.NZ • 07 884 9901

WWW.AGPLUS.CO.NZ

The AgPlus team are here to help with any agricultural needs. BELOW: Stan Knight in Antarctica.           Photos: SUPPLIED

Providing exceptional custom-
er care, sales and services 

are top priorities for AgPlus, 
who are local specialists in agri-
culture and the exclusive Strau-
tmann dealer for the Thames 
Valley-Coromandel, Waikato 
and Bay of Plenty region.

Owners Stan and Fi Knight 
bought the business in 2015, 
when it was originally Te Aroha 
Tractors & Garden Machinery.

“We outgrew it within 18 
months,” Stan said.

Now located on a bigger sec-
tion in Lawrence Ave, Te Aroha, 
AgPlus has grown from just four 
technicians, to nearly 20 staff 
currently.

“We’ve got a diversely quali-
fied team as we offer a range of 
services,” Fiona said.

Not only does AgPlus offer a 
variety of services and products, 
but they are also the exclusive 
dealer for Strautmann sales, 
parts and services for the re-
gion.

“Strautmann are world re-
nown for their quality and du-
rability, which makes them a 
very popular choice amongst 
contractors and farmers. Strau-
tmann equipment is made in 
Germany using quality steel and 
components. They invest a lot in 
R & D too which keeps them at 
the forefront of new product de-
sign and improvements.

“AgPlus has a 24/7 service 
backup with excellent parts 
availability, and that’s an im-
portant factor when purchasing 

See Strautmann dealer AgPlus for agricultural needs
ADVERTORIAL

by sponsoring schools, sports 
clubs and charities throughout 
the Thames Valley and Matama-
ta-Piako.

AgPlus is also a major spon-
sor for the Waihou Rugby club, 
which will host its annual fishing 
competition in March. 

Past prizes sponsored by Ag-
Plus include a Husqvarna ride-
on as well as sponsoring over 
$1500 worth of prizes for the 
kids section alone.

- By Davidda Hikatangata

new equipment,” Stan said.
With Fiona’s extensive dairy 

farming background and Stan’s 
experience as a multi-qualified 
technician, they have a great 
understanding and respect for 
the agricultural industry.

“Stan’s passion is obviously 
the mechanic side of it, and I 
love farming, so I do that,” Fiona 
said.

“AgPlus offers a variety of ser-
vices and products but obviously 
agriculture is our focus.”

Automotive, home and gar-
den, air conditioning, heavy die-
sel, tyres, and hydraulic hoses 
are some of the products and 
services that AgPlus offer, as 
well as auto electrical.

“On farm as well, so we do a 
lot of field servicing.” 

Field servicing isn’t the only 
work that requires travel for 
AgPlus. Stan also specialises 
in Elevated Work Platforms, or 
EWPs, and has worked on equip-
ment as far away as Antarctica!

Regardless of where the work 
takes them, AgPlus remains 
committed to their home roots 

The AgPlus coverage area.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW GILTRAP T37-08
8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer

c/w steel tail door, auto gate latch, LED lights

$29,000 +GST

$31,450 +GST

NEW Duncan Eco Seeder
Trailed 18 run complete with disc openers

$34,690 +GST

DUNCAN ECO SEEDER

$32,000 +GST

Live animal exports look set to return, but 
not without new ‘gold standard’ require-
ments to protect animal welfare and safety, 
Federated Farmers says. 

National, ACT and NZ First all commit-
ted during election campaigning to revers-
ing the ban on live exports and putting en-
hanced animal welfare standards in place.  
The new government has confirmed its 
intention to lift the ban, and trade could re-
sume by mid-2024.

Federated Farmers dairy chair Rich-
ard McIntyre said Federated Farmers had 
pushed for this move, and he was pleased 
the government would be following up on 
the campaign commitment.

McIntyre said live exports were a sig-
nificant earner for farmers when domes-
tic market and environmental conditions, 
such as droughts, are unfavourable. 

Live exports have earned New Zea-
land around $300-$400m a year, which 
jumped to $524m last year with the ban on 
the horizon.

The previous government’s 2021 Regula-
tory Impact Statement noted: “…livestock 
exports make a small but important finan-
cial contribution to individual farmers by 
helping diversify their income streams.  

“In addition to fetching premium prices, 
if export cattle are sold as yearlings, farm-
ers can receive an earlier than normal re-
turn on investment.”

In the 10 years to 2021, around 5000 
farmers across all regions of New Zealand 
had supplied breeding cattle for export, the 
Regulatory Impact Statement said.  

McIntyre said Federated Farmers wel-
comed stronger welfare standards.  

“New Zealand farmers already have high 
standards for animal welfare on-farm, and 
we expect the same with exported animals. 
This is about protecting our international 
reputation, but it’s also about maintaining 
our reputation here in our communities.”  

In October, a 1News Verian poll found 
51 per cent of Kiwis wanted the live export 
ban, which came into effect in April, 2023, 
to continue. Some 30 per cent wanted to 
see the trade resume with increased ani-
mal welfare and safety standards, while 6 
per cent wanted the practice to restart with 
no new requirements, and the rest ‘didn’t 
know’. 

McIntyre said the poll highlighted that 
New Zealanders valued high standards of 
animal welfare.  

But he said the average New Zealander 
was not likely to be aware of the live export 
industry-initiated ‘NZ Gold Standard’ ani-
mal welfare precautions put forward as a 
caveat on any re-start of cattle and sheep 
being shipped live from our shores.   

“Often with these surveys, how the ques-
tion is framed and what context those sur-
veyed are provided with, has a big bearing 
on the answers. 

“With live exports, it’s important for peo-
ple to understand what the Gold Standard 
would look like, and how far ahead of the 
rest of the world Kiwi farmers already are – 
and will continue to be.” 

It was also important people understood 
New Zealand live cattle exports were en-
tirely for breeding purposes, he said.  

“People sometimes confuse live cattle 
exports with the live export for religious 
slaughter trade, which New Zealand won’t 
be doing.” 

Live Export NZ (LENZ) Chairman Mark 
Willis describes the Gold Standard animal 
welfare criteria, including post-arrival care 
and sustained monitoring in the animals’ 
country of destination, as unmatched in-
ternationally. 

Few countries matched the pre-voyage 
and voyage animal welfare standards the 
New Zealand trade employed before the 
ban, let alone the enhancements now pro-
posed, he said.   

Live animal exports to return
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centralmotors.co.nz

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea 3503, New Zealand

(07) 867 7524 | andrew@centralmotors.co.nz

BX2380 BX SERIES

IN STOCK NOW! IN STOCK NOW!IN STOCK NOW!

Hauraki

BX2680 BX SERIES

+ GST

STARTING FROM
$19,637

TRACTOR ONLY

SUB-COMPACT
TRACTORS

+ GST

STARTING FROM
$19,637

TRACTOR ONLY

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Boating accident casts gloom over Stony Bay
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 
our local history by seeking 
out stories of life and death 

throughout the region

The couple was lying lifeless to-
gether on the beach near the 

high water mark at Stony Bay, 
Port Charles.

In their house the tea things 
were laid out expectantly on the 
table but Friedrich, 30, and Char-
lotte Otto, 28, would not be com-
ing back.

They had last been seen the 
previous evening, March 11, 1879, 
about 5.30 by Charlotte’s brother, 
Bridges Kensington. They were 
standing under the verandah of 
their house. 

Bridges was on his way to visit 
his and Charlotte’s mother. Frie-
drich and Charlotte said they were 
going there themselves; they were 
in the habit of making pleasure 
trips to Mrs Kensington in their 
boat.

The Kensington family patri-
arch, Charles Jephson William 
Kensington, had been born in 
France, and later managed the 
Lure Estate sugar plantation his 
father had owned in Tobago, West 
Indies. 

In 1862, Charles sold the plan-
tation and, with his wife and eight 

Kauri in the Coromandel region.                                 Photo: SUPPLIED
children, set sail for New Zealand 
on the William Miles. Initially the 
family lived at One Tree Hill, Ep-
som, Auckland. Charles then pur-
chased about 13,000 acres at Port 
Charles, where he moved his fam-
ily and began milling timber. But 
by 1866, Charles Kensington had 

gone bankrupt and in 1868 he 
sold up. The Kensingtons stayed 
at Port Charles, however, a visi-
tor noting that Charles resided in 
a very pretty little clearing with a 
thriving vegetable garden. 

In 1877, Charles died but his 
family remained, some working 

In Brief
HANDBAG APPEAL BEGINS
A charitable appeal in the memory 
of Grace Millane, the British tourist 
murdered in Auckland in 2018, is 
kicking off this week and will run 
until March. Dubbed the ‘Love 
Grace Handbag Appeal’, the New 
Zealand organisers said its aim 
was to help women in need by 
collecting handbags and filling them 
with useful items. The Love Grace 
charitable appeal was set up by 
Grace Millane’s family following 
her death to combine her love 
for handbags with a legacy to end 
violence against women. Leanne 
Grinder, owner of Walter & Co 
Hairdressing in Thames, is the local 
co-ordinator and drop-off base 
for the appeal. She said that any 
bags donated would be passed 
onto Hauraki Women’s Refuge: Te 
Whariki Manawahine O Hauraki. 
“This will be the first time Thames 
is on the collection map, so let’s 
make it a success and honour 
Grace’s memory,” she said. People 
can donate good quality second-
hand handbags either empty or 
containing items such as: toothpaste 
and a toothbrush; sanitary products; 
tissues; lip balm; hairties and 
clips; hand soap and plasters. The 
collection begins on February 14 
and ends on March 8. Walter & Co, 
located at 558 Pollen St, Thames, is 
open Tuesday to Friday for drop offs.

CORRECTION
An error was made in the Paeroa 
Tennis & Squash Club advertising 
feature in The Valley Profile on 
February 7. Cliff Pett’s wife is Judith 
Pett, who won the ladies doubles 
back in the 1960s. Rita Bedford 
is another club member who will 
cut the cake at the centenary. The 
Profile apologises for the error.

at the sawmill and living further 
out at Stony Bay. A year after his 
death, daughter Charlotte mar-
ried Friedrich Traugatt Otto - a 
German sawmill proprietor of 
Port Charles who had been natu-
ralised five months previously.

When Bridges returned to 
Stony Bay with his brother Ce-
dric around an hour later he no-
ticed the boat was gone from the 
beach. He remarked to Cedric that 
the Ottos had better be careful in 
landing when they came back as 
there was a noticeable roll in the 
bay.

Bridges went home but the fol-
lowing morning he found Frie-
drich had not turned up for work 
at the mill. He went to the Otto’s 
house and discovered he and 
Charlotte didn’t seem to have re-
turned from visiting Mrs Kensing-
ton the previous afternoon. 

He guessed that they had 
stayed the night so he and his 
brother Henri took a dinghy 
to Port Charles in search of them, 
but on their arrival found that 
Charlotte and Friedrich had not 
been there the prior evening. 

Now very alarmed, Bridges re-
turned with all haste to Stony Bay 
where to his horror he found the 
bodies of Charlotte and Friedrich 
on the beach, about 100 yards 
from the place where the boats 
were kept.

The terrible news was relayed to 
Mr Wright, manager of the mill, 
who had the bodies taken to Mrs 
Kensington’s house. The accident 
cast quite a gloom over the settle-
ment at Port Charles where the 
couple was much respected.

Charlotte and Friedrich were 
buried at Port Charles. They had 
been married just six months.
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NZ has great cows that
produce great butter.
Thanks to our farmers,
who need you now!

Trust us at Valley Education,
we’ve been whipping up training

for over 15 years.

We are fully NZQA polyunsaturated and accredited.

Stop churning over your future and call now.

Help make New Zealand graze again!

Short FREE courses available.
Level 2 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

AGRICULTURE

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

* This promotion is only available on 2023 model year Triton 2WD VRX, 4WD GSR and 4WD VRX models registered between 1 February 2024 and 31 March 2024. The value of this 
promotion is based on accessory RRP including GST and fi tting. Accessories cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash and only available while stocks last. Accessory pack include 
Under Rail Deck Liner (JCMZ331214) , 3.5 Ton Rated Tow Bar (JCLTRITON3.5F), Double Cab Carpet (U803/Triton) or Rubber (JCMZ330777) Mats to the total value of $2,563 or 
$2,506 dependent on mats selected. Vehicle price excludes on road costs of up to $1,000 which includes Wof, Registration, Road User Chargers, and a full tank of fuel. Vehicle shown 
with optional accessories available at an additional cost.

Model Shown: Triton 4WD VRX 

MIT2104

Buy a Runout Triton GS
R or VRX and we’ll fit an

under rail deck liner,

towbar and rubber or ca
rpet mats absolutely fre

e.

Over $2,500 in value!*

$49,990+ORC*
4WD GSR BLACK EDITION
RUNOUT

$53,990+ORC*

TOP-SPEC 4WD VRX
RUNOUT

$45,990+ORC*
2WD VRX BLACK EDITION
RUNOUT

TO SECURE YOURRUNOUTDEAL COME
SEEUS TODAYORVISITMMNZ.CO.NZ

SPECIAL OFFER
OVER $2,500 OF FREE ACCESSO

RIES ON

Saunders Mitsubishi
201 Pollen Street, Thames
0800 11 11 10
Www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Business
For Sale

• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art
• Gifts• Handbags & Accessories

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

Recovery road works to resume
Road works will be ramping up across Co-

romandel’s state highway network from 
mid-February, as Waka Kotahi NZ Trans-
port Agency continues to repair damage 
caused by last summer’s extreme weather. 

Teams will be working with stop/go traf-
fic management in place at up to six loca-
tions around the peninsula, and up to 10 
locations from mid-March. Work will also 
be carried out on SH2 in the Karangahake 
Gorge and SH27 at Kaihere.

Recovery works also include intermittent 
road closures at Ruamahunga Bay on the 
Thames Coast to allow a helicopter to lift 
equipment and materials to the top of the 
slope and bring down trees that have been 
cleared. This work is weather dependent 
and work is expected to continue until mid-
2024.

“These works will mean delays for road 
users, so plan ahead and allow extra time 
for your journey,” the agency said. 

While SH25A was closed last year, work 
across the wider Coromandel highway net-
work was carefully managed and sequenced 
to minimise further disruption to peoples’ 

journeys around the peninsula, Waikato re-
gional manager of infrastructure delivery Jo 
Wilton said. 

“Coromandel’s highway network remains 
vulnerable because of the unstable natural 
environment, and exposed coastal areas. 
Repairing the remaining damaged sites as 
quickly as possible is essential for ensuring 
the resilience of the Coromandel.”

The region was benefiting from these 
works with local suppliers being used where 
possible, Waka Kotahi said.

Last summer’s storms resulted in 50 ma-
jor slip sites as well as surface flooding re-
lated damage at multiple locations across 
the Coromandel highway network, leaving 
it in a fragile state. During 2023, work was 
completed at 32 sites along SH25 and SH2. 
Work was also prioritised on SH25A while 
it was closed to ensure the entire corridor 
was safe and more resilient.

Traffic on SH25A quickly returned to 
usual following the reopening of SH25A. 
Traffic data from Waka Kotahi shows aver-
age daily vehicle numbers during the peak 
holiday period of around 7300 a day.

Recovery works include intermittent road closures at Ruamahunga Bay.                  Photo: SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Huntly Plumbers
2022 Ltd

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, DRAINLAYING
& GAS REQUIREMENTS

Ph 07 828 9175
Email: admin@huntlyplumbers.co.nz

www.huntlyplumbers.co.nz

plumber

• Office • Sleep Outs
• Extra Accommodation

• Storage • Study
• Farm Accommodation

Available in 2 colours
10 sqm - Fully welded
galvanised steel frame

Marine Ply floor,
insulated walls & roof

3 double power points, COC,
interior/exterior light

VIC’S CABINS
WAIKATO

021 0271 6857

cabins for sale

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha
SPRING SPECIAL

Pine $80/cube - Gum $130/cube
Minimum order 3 cubes
Ph: 0800 7754 6827

splintasfirewood

firewood

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

electrical inspector

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

CALL THE EXPERTS

Thames Hire Centre is a one-stop shop for 
trailer and equipment rentals in the Hauraki-

Coromandel region. Owner Perrin Newland has 
the community covered for all access, concrete, 
cleaning, and renovation equipment, building 
tools, generators, excavators and of course trail-
ers. “We cater for the smaller commercial hire 
and DIY sort of people,” he said.

Perrin has been operating the business for five 
years with help from his wife Natasha, and is fo-
cussed on delivering good customer service and 
building a good reputation, he said.

“As the local tradesmen have been getting 
more work due to SH25A being opened up again, 
I start getting busier too. It’s sort of that flow on 

effect.
“When businesses are doing well in Thames, 

then I’m doing well,” he said.
Perrin had been working on a new website 

which outlines all the hire equipment and speci-
fications.

Visit thameshire.co.nz to see what equipment 
is on offer, including the latest featured item, a 
charcoal roasting spit, or pop in to the centre and 
chat to Perrin. “We’re open from 7am-5pm dur-
ing the weekdays and 7am-12 on Saturdays. 

“We offer a weekend deal where you can hire 
something at a day rate for the whole weekend.“
Thames Hire Centre, Jellicoe Cres, thameshire.
co.nz, hire@thameshire.co.nz, Call: 07 868 9350.

Excellent service at Thames Hire Centre
Perrin Newland of Thames Hire Centre is ready to help find project solutions.    Photo: NIKKI SANDERS
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Public Notice Public Notice

Storage

Trades & Services Storage

Church Notice

Handyman 

Handyman 

Painter 

Builder

Storage

Situation Vacant

For Sale

For Lease

For Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Health

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and craft, 
moving, table coverings 

and more .....

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

PAPER RUNNERS
We have a vacancy for a paper runner in Tararu. Immediate Start...

Also in Waihi, starting March
Please contact Geoff: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

 for more information.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Builder available. 
Maintenance, home 
improvements. Great 
rates. Ph Mark 022 344 
0629

Weight lifting set. 
150lbs. $250 ono. Ph 
027 167 6777

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa & Thames as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Gentle therapeutic 
manipulation as per 

Harley Blows
07 862 9167

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

scrap vehicles

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Healing & Miracle 
Meeting

February 23 at 
Thames Baptist 

Church
Mary St. 7pm

Live band
All welcome

�������������
������������������
�����
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waste removal

Hauraki District Council 
Change to meeting schedule

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given of the following changes to the 
February 2024 meeting schedule.
Citizenship Ceremony 
Wednesday,28 February 2024, 8.30am
Council
Wednesday, 28 February 2024, 9.30am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Advertise with the 
paper that is 
being read

A recent email from an avid reader
“... We really enjoy your Tuesday 
treasure. Never know what gems 
will be inside. Loved last week’s 
photo and story on family’s BMX 

ride to Christchurch.  Lot’s of lovely 
people out there!” - Mary

Contact Nikki for more information
Valley Profile     Ph 022 130 3885
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If you have a creative arts project that needs
funding, then this will be music to your ears!

Who is needed?
• People who know what’s happening in the arts locally
• People who have experience in one or more forms of art
• People from a range of communities
• People with specific cultural knowledge relevant to the

arts
• People of all ages.We would particularly like to include

young people on the committee.

What’s involved?
You’ll help assess applications for funding from artistic
individuals and community groups and attend assessment
committee meetings twice a year.

The Creative Communities Scheme
Each year Creative New Zealand provides Creative
Communities Scheme funding to local and district councils
throughout New Zealand to distribute in their area. The
scheme supports more than 1,800 projects every year.

Signing up
If you’re interested contact the Creative Communities
SchemeAdministrator for Hauraki District Council at
Katie.Mclaren@hauraki-dc.govt.nz or phone (07) 862 8609.

For more information go towww.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
community/grants-funding/creative-communities-
schemeApplications close 4pmMonday 18 March 2024

Thanks to theWaihī Lions Club
for the recentWaihī Arts and
Street Festival and the rousing
performance from the Katikati
Concert Band!

We can help to blow your own trumpet with funding
for projects that provide creative opportunities for
your community. If that strikes a chord with you,
hits the right notes, and all that jazz, then don’t
delay!

Applications are open to individuals and all age
groups whose projects engage with young people
(under 18 years) or celebrates and promotes
the diverse arts and cultural traditions in the
community.

Learn more and download the application form
from our website www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
community/grants-funding/creative-communities-
scheme

Projects must take place between 1 April 2024 and
30 March 2025.

CreativeCommunities Scheme
Funding for local arts

We’re looking for people to help assess funding
for the Creative Communities Scheme

In the 70s and 80s, I feel 
Thames was a town gener-

ally made up mainly of locals 
who were mostly known to 
each other, or their families 
generally were. 

Many were quite glad that 
the tourists and holiday mak-
ers drove straight by to the 
tourist areas of the peninsula.

The town had its fair share of 
fascinating characters. I knew 
a lovely elderly lady whose 
husband passed, and she had 
to take over the family car to 
get to town and the supermar-
ket as she lived up the hill in 
Richmond St above town. 

I became aware that the doc-
tor had declined renewal of her 
driver licence in her 80s or 90s. 
However, she just kept driving 
to town regularly. I didn’t like 
to pull her over in town, so I 
went to see her privately, and 

talked of ways for her to travel 
other than driving. 

Her reply was: “I need the 
car, let them fine me. Let them 
put me in jail, at my age am I 
worried?” 

Thankfully, before we could 
follow up with her, she had a 
couple of big frights and gave 
up driving. How could we put a 
90-year-old into the cold cells?

One of the functions of the 
Police was going through the 
hotels at night and helping the 
publican clear the bars out by 
10:30pm. We had nine pubs 

in and around Thames at that 
time, and we generally knew the 
people who were heavy drink-
ers and who drove home. One 
character in Pārāwai we knew 
drove home by the back roads 
after closing time. A favourite 
route from The Lady Bowen, 
was along Brown St. We man-
aged to get behind him a couple 
of times there, but each time, 
he pulled over and ran off into 
the mangroves before we could 
initiate a drink driving process. 

In those days the Police and 
Ministry of Transport Traffic 

Officers could not do random 
stops of vehicles as is allowed 
now. We had to have a reason, 
such as tail light out, or erratic 
driving etc. 

Jack would wait till we 
knocked off at 2 or 3am to make 
his way home, with mud up to 
his knees. I am blowed if we 
wanted to follow him in there!

Another Pārāwai character 
was sometimes involved in 
thefts around town. I was driv-
ing into Thames past the Rugby 
Club during the day. A crash 
occurred on the old Kauaeran-

Drink driving, theft by ‘fascinating’ locals

By RON AGNEW

ga bridge, a few cars in front of 
me. One car hit the gutter and 
flipped on to its roof. When I 
got to it, the car was still spin-
ning, and the driver hanging 
upside down but was unhurt.

The window was down, and I 
recognized the driver. I said to 
him “Harry, where did you get 
the car?” He replied: “I stole it 
man”. I must say I liked Harry; 
in many ways he was so hon-
est! 

Although he did get a huge 
fright one night. The president 
of the Thames Rugby Club had 
an alarm in his bedroom ward-
robe. It was attached to a silent 
alarm on the bar at the club. He 
used to bravely attend by him-
self each time, but always with 
his loaded shotgun. At 2am he 
arrived and rounded the cor-
ner of the building shotgun in 
hand to be confronted by Har-
ry loaded up with three crates 
of beer.

The shotgun went off, the 
crates dropped to the ground 
and smashed. When I got 
there, he described the big afro 
on the offender, who had run 
across the paddocks and swum 
across the river, up Herewaka 
St, in a very wet state. 

I knew straight away who it 
was and headed up there to find 
a very wet and deflated Harry.  
(Names have been changed to 
protect privacy). 

- Ron Agnew is a former 
Thames Police officer

OPINION

The former Thames Police station in Queen St.            Photo: SUPPLIED
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Sitting pretty, 8 Resist, 14 Wrath, 15 Octupled, 16 Follows, 17 Flare, 18 Kin, 19 Essence, 21
Translate, 22 Pastry, 25 Triplicate, 27 Uncooked, 28 Crisis, 31 Safari, 33 Succeed, 34 Mortar, 35 Plus, 37
Doe, 39 Dome, 40 Innings, 41 Entourage, 42 Yielded, 43 Insolent, 48 Forecast, 52 Strikes, 56 Statuette,
57 Cohabit, 58 Yarn, 59 Leu, 60 Exit, 61 Jovial, 62 Caramel, 63 Intone, 65 Weaken, 66 Casualty, 68
Equivocate, 71 Studio, 72 Deadliest, 74 Brusque, 76 Nip, 79 Rogue, 80 Rewrite, 81 Eyesight, 83 Scene, 84
Dearth, 85 Step out of line.

DOWN: 2 Incisor, 3 Truce, 4 Nil, 5 Pods, 6 Effervescent, 7 Talon, 8 Risotto, 9 Safe, 10 Scarab, 11 Tacky,
12 Changes, 13 Mollycoddle, 14 Western, 20 Criticise, 23 Bassinet, 24 Decreed, 26 Placebo, 27 Uneasy,
29 Sultana, 30 Tattoo, 32 Acorn, 34 Mends, 36 Scent, 38 Ruse, 43 Issue, 44 Stamina, 45 Laud, 46 Notion,
47 Drill, 48 Fabulous, 49 Retriever, 50 Cryptic, 51 Siren, 52 Seminar, 53 Knuckle down, 54 Scurvy, 55
Chimney sweep, 64 Require, 65 Witness, 67 Unearth, 69 Toughen, 70 Single, 71 Spree, 73 Idiot, 75 Swill,
77 Seer, 78 Beau, 82 Ego.

157

ACROSS
1 Butcher’s chopper (7)
4 Hater of women (10)
9 Ink-soaking paper (7)
13 Enthuse wildly (4)
14 Standing posture
(6)
15 Assessed (6)
16 Human-like robot
(7)
18 Canine animal (3)
20 Campanologist
(4-6)
21 Apprentices (8)
22 Small crowbar (5)
25 Meal (6)
26 Sponge-like (6)
28 Artificial universal
language (9)
33 Lover’s song (8)
34 Green club (6)
35 Fiasco (7)
39 Reduces in weight
(8)
40 Swot up on (6)
41 Conspiracy (4)
42 Camera adjustment
(5)
43 Bottomless chasm
(5)
46 Time when one
has to account for past
actions (3,2,9)
53 Icy rain (5)
56 Waterway (5)
57 Lawsuit (4)
58 Oil carrier (6)
59 Catch off guard (8)
62 Book (7)
63 Spite (6)

64 Shears (8)
67 Art of stuffing and
mounting (9)
69 Become septic (6)
70 Loudness (6)
74 Squander (5)
75 Japanese farewell
(8)
77 An antibiotic (10)
81 Lid (3)
83 Fan (7)
84 Purchased (6)
85 Become larger (6)
86 Feeble (4)
87 Acute (7)
88 Brotherhood (10)
89 Vie (7)

DOWN
1 Chocolate substitute
(5)
2 Letter holder (8)
3 Portly (6)
4 Shredded meat (5)
5 Cast off (4)
6 Swimmer’s eyewear
(7)
7 Chewy confectionery
(6)
8 Rear part (5)
10 Optical glass (4)
11 Extreme mental
distress (7)
12 Mystery (6)
17 Course catalogue
(10)
19 Barrister’s
instructions (5)
23 Unable to
distinguish differences

in musical pitch (4-4)
24 Light beer (5)
25 German measles
(7)
27 Spoken (4)
29 Wake late (5,2)
30 Wrote (6)
31 Long thin mark (6)
32 Woman’s shirt (6)
34 Grade A (5)
36 Coral reef (5)
37 Hideous (4)
38 Unite (4)
44 Jacket (6)
45 Musty (5)
47 Absent (4)
48 Swimming style (7)
49 Keep (6)
50 Paddled boat (5)
51 Cloudy (8)
52 Cantankerous (6)
53 Faster than sound
(10)
54 Heinous (4)
55 Playhouse (7)
60 Shun (5)
61 Be keen on (4)
65 Time lag (5)
66 Target centre (8)
68 Straddling (7)
69 Praise excessively
(7)
71 Set (6)
72 Came down with (6)
73 Meal outdoors (6)
76 Smell (5)
78 Drain (5)
79 Bare (5)
80 Journey sections (4)
82 Persian fairy (4)

 SUDOKU               137

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                157

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Slicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Mobility Scooters
• Wheelchairs • Walkers
• Electric Lift Chairs

We do our best to source other products on request

3 years AA Membership on
Goldfern Mobility scooters.
Rescue/breakdown service only

mobility equipment

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 1.30pm, Friday 10am - 1pm - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE

TTToootttaaalll MMMooobbbiiillliiitttyyy Scheme assessors
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF

SPORTS
Teamwork trumps for Valley touch teams
Teamwork and dedication 

were the name of the game 
at a touch tournament in Ro-
torua recently, as two Thames 
Valley junior teams came away 
with podium finishes. 

Thames Valley Touch sent 
two teams to the inaugural 
Rowdy’s Memorial Touch 
Tournament on January 27 
and 28. 

The under 12 mixed touch 
team, Thames Valley Turbos, 
won their grade with a 5-4 win 
against Lake City, while the 
under 14 mixed team, Thames 
Valley, narrowly lost their final 
4-3 to Waioranga after a draw 
at full time forced a drop off to 
decide the game. 

Turbos manager Hinemoa 
Thwaites said her team’s win 
was a testament to the hard 
work the 13 kids had put in 
over the summer to prepare for 
the tournament. 

“We’re really proud of the 
kids,” she said. 

“The amount of effort and 
dedication that goes into this, 
we’re talking about a whole 
summer period. They had a 
little bit of time off over the 
Christmas period but there was 
homework; they were having to 
do 50 passes every night, they 
were sending off photos to our 
little group chat, and [having] 
regular check-ins.” 

Hinemoa said many of the 
10- and 11-year-olds on the 
team were new to touch, and 

so their focus was on building 
their connection as a group. 

“We had more girls than we 
had boys, so we just paired the 
boys up and said, ‘Hey, this is 
your buddy system’. We had 
some really beautiful friend-
ships grow from it,” she said. 

At the tournament, there 
were only two u12 mixed teams, 
so the Turbos played most of 
their nine games against all-
boy teams. 

They played their final 
against the other mixed team, 
and even when they won Hine-
moa said the kids were gracious 
in their victory. 

“We had a few tears, we had 
a whole heap of in-the-air high-
fives, it was really really beauti-
ful,” she said. 

“And then they did a haka for 
the other team. [We] wanted to 
make sure that the legacy they 
left was, we’re happy and proud 
of the mahi we’ve done, but 
we’re also mindful of the other 
team. And just being a little bit 
humble, just to make sure that 
they’re okay.”

The u14 team also faced all-
boy teams for most of the tour-
nament, but their two games 
against mixed teams both re-
sulted in draws, a feat which 
coach Savaan Ballantine was 
impressed by. 

“I think that the kids really 
grew up over the course of the 
season, and that it showed dur-
ing the tournament,” she said. 

Despite the initial disap-
pointment of their loss, Savaan 

said the kids were thrilled at 
their performance during the 
final. 

“They were so excited, being 
in a final and being in a drop 
off. They said that playing that 
game felt like being in an All 
Blacks game,” she said. 

“[And] I think the best way to 
lose in a final is at a drop off. 
They really put their all into it.”

The Valley under 14 team at the Rowdy Tournament. BELOW: The under 12s come away with a win.               Photos: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air


