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Read Play Give
600 Pollen St. Thames

www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Cycle tour strengthens BMX family’s bonds, P3

Talk to
us about our
Community
Fund

TheDiproseMiller Community Fund assists with funding for projects and events
carried out by not-for-profit organisations and individuals in our local area.

Apply today.
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Issues with the trial Connector van service from 
Thames to Coromandel Town have left Te Puru 

resident Lee Sturmey feeling like her independence 
has been ripped away all over again. 

The trial service, funded by a $40,000 Ministry of 
Social Development (MSD) storm recovery grant, is 
being run by the Thames-Coromandel District Coun-
cil to “reconnect our communities with healthcare, 
education, appointments, work opportunities and 
whānau”. 

The trial began on December 18 and is scheduled to 
run until March 18. For four days each week, passen-
gers can book a free seat on an 11-seater commuter 
van running between Thames and Coromandel Town. 

When Lee heard about the service, she was ecstatic. 
“I used to drive, and then six years ago I started 

having seizures which were diagnosed as epilepsy,” 
she said. 

“I’ve missed my independence so when this Con-
nector thing came up I was so grateful because [it 
meant] not having to depend on people; being able to 
go into town and do my own thing in my own time.”

Lee immediately contacted Coromandel Taxis, 
one of two providers contracted to run the trial, and 
booked a seat. 

“I texted and said, ‘Am I able to catch it from Te 
Puru to Thames on that particular date?’, and I got 
back a text saying, ‘no problem’,” Lee said. 

All was well for the fi rst three weeks of the trial. Lee 
and her neighbour, Jill Berge, who also doesn’t drive, 
booked seats each week, walking to the Te Puru Dairy 
to catch the van to Thames to get groceries and pre-
scriptions. 

“[My husband] was really sick before Christmas,” 
Jill said.

“I was able to go in, pick up a prescription that he 
needed urgently… And then he ended up in hospital 
and I was able to go in and visit him.” 

Then, on January 8, Lee was told she could no long-
er be picked up. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Left strandedLeft stranded

CONTINUED P2
Lee Sturmey, le� , and Jill Berge are frustrated a transport service 
from Te Puru to Thames was abruptly stopped a� er three weeks.  

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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Marine
We are your local store for a wide range
of marine products. For trailer boats,

yachts and launches - we stock chandlery
for new builds, maintenance and repairs.

Scuba & Spearfishing
Get your gear “dive ready” - we service all dive
gear and fill and test cylinders. We stock SCUBA
and Spearfishing gear, wetsuits available to order.

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 

Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Superprice 
Beds & Furniture ad.
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www.valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 

Coromandel App 
on your smart 

phone
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The Valley Profile is delivered 
weekly to letterboxes in the  

Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, 
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bulk distribution peninsula-
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‘Unimpressed’ by trial bus mixup
CONTINUED FROM P1
“Coromandel Taxis actually texted 
me and let me know that the coun-
cil had actually stopped - ‘prohib-
ited’, that was the wording - all 
en-route pickups and drop offs,” 
Lee said. “It really just floored me, 
I felt like the mat had been yanked 
out from my feet.”

The cancellation left Lee scram-
bling to find a ride to make it to 
her MSD appointment. 

“I feel like I’m putting people 
out by having to go, ‘can I catch 
a ride in with you, can I do this’,” 
Lee said. 

When Jill phoned the council, 
it confirmed the service would no 
longer stop in Te Puru, and she 
was advised to get a taxi. 

“I can’t afford [taxis] being on a 
benefit,” Lee said. 

Jill’s followup email was replied 
to with a quote from a council 
press release: “We’re in the pro-
cess of finalising some stops along 
the route to increase accessibility. 
We will share the locations once 
they are finalised and comply with 
safety requirements”. 

Lee also emailed the council 
but said she never received a re-
sponse.

“I just wondered why council 
didn’t do their homework to begin 
with. Why set up an awesome ini-
tiative and then go, ‘Waka Kotahi 
has not given authorisation?’ [It] 
just seems a little bit shortsight-
ed,” Lee said. “It’s almost like it’s 
been set up to fail.”

In a statement, council told The 
Profile the van was initially only 
supposed to stop in Coromandel 
and Thames, saying a direct ser-
vice was planned to begin with 

in order to have it in place before 
Christmas. While en-route stops 
were planned, they had not been 
approved by Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency at the time the 
service began.

“We are making sure any stops 
align with Waka Kotahi NZTA 
guidelines and are safe places for 
both vehicles to stop and people to 
wait,” council said.

“Discussions with the service 
providers prior to the start of the 
service included council’s inten-
tion to have the en-route stops 
included once the locations had 
been finalised.

“It appears one of the provid-
ers included the on-demand en-
route service from the outset. The 
en-route stops were discontinued 
once council staff clarified with 
the provider that the service was 
direct until we had identified loca-

tions that met Waka Kotahi NZTA 
guidelines and sign-posted these.

“We believe this affected two 
people and we would like to apol-
ogise for any inconvenience or 
confusion that was caused by this 
change.” 

A council spokesperson later 
told The Profile the miscommuni-
cation was not the fault of the pro-
vider, and was a genuine mistake.

“They’ve been amazing to work 
with on the project and we both 
just want to make sure the service 
is good for the communities,” they 
said. “We don’t have any issues 
with them as a provider.”

Coromandel Taxis declined to 
comment, saying all communica-
tion needed to go through council.

The council also confirmed to 
The Profile it would be making en-
route stops in Te Puru, Waiomu, 
Tapu, Te Mata Point and Manaia 

Coromandel Taxis, pictured, and Thames Taxis are the contracted providers 
for the 13-week trial service.                         Photo: SUPPLIED/TCDC

from February 7.
Both Lee and Jill said the most 

frustrating aspect of the whole 
ordeal, aside from no longer be-
ing able to use the service, was the 
lack of clear communication from 
council. “I feel like they haven’t 
promoted it that well,” Jill said. 

She said she and others of an 
older generation weren’t online 
regularly, and she was concerned 
the trial might not receive enough 
attention to be successful.

“If Lee hadn’t told me, I wouldn’t 
have known,” Jill said.

“People are isolated in their 
homes because they have no way 
of getting anywhere… Any service 
we would settle for, any means of 
getting into town and back.”  

A council newsletter said 130 
passengers had used the service 
in its first four weeks of operation.

Council said it had also taken 
feedback about communication 
on board, and would be increas-
ing its advertising for the service, 
including through offline chan-
nels such as newspapers, radio 
stations, tourism operators and 
community groups.

“We are welcoming all feed-
back, as the trial allows us to work 
through any concerns people may 
have. We very much would like to 
see the service succeed, if there is 
public demand for it.”

Council said Waikato Regional 
Council was responsible for pub-
lic transport, and was considering 
potential bus services for the Co-
romandel Peninsula in its 2024-
2034 long term plan. 
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Do
EYE STRAINEEYYEE SSTTRRAAAIINN
Do you have any of the following

symptoms when using a
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa�gue • Light sensi�vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina�on

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the difference

Business
For Sale

• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art
• Gifts• Handbags & Accessories

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

A pressure map is created
to determine your individual
support prescription.

2

Test the curated beds
personalised to your support
and comfort needs,
prescribed by SleepMap.

3

BedsRus Store Name visit Street Address

talk Phone Number dream bedsrus.co.nzThe experts in sleep.

We’re proud to introduce SleepMap,

the state-of-the-art bed matching system.

The science
to your dreams.

Over 10,000 sensors
capture a unique
reading of your body.

1

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Cycle tour strengthens BMX family’s bonds
Watching his friends take 

part in BMX at his child-
hood hometown track in Paeroa 
showed Grant Rennie how in-
clusive the sport was for all age 
groups.

Now an adult, not only has he 
obtained his first podium finish 
at a major BMX meet - down at 
the New Zealand South Island 
Titles in Christchurch - his wife 
Sonja and four children are all 
racers themselves. 

They recently completed 
a mammoth 1300km feat 
by cycling from Hamilton to 
Christchurch for the competi-
tion on January 7 and 8, but it 
was not without its roadblocks.

A fire broke out at a storage 
building the very night the fam-
ily handed in their BMX bikes, 
helmets and clothing.

“We considered just going 
to Wellington because tour-
ing was our number one thing 
- and without our bikes and all 
our gear, we thought there was 
no way we were going to do [the 
South Island champs],” Grant 
told The Profile.

“But that night, we had an 
amazing response from the 
Christchurch community… and 
so the decision was made for us. 
We had to get there.” 

The family - made up of Grant 
and his wife Sonja, as well as 
children Morris, 13, Jared, 11, 

Nessie, 10 and Perrine, 8 - all 
performed well at the competi-
tion, which made the trip well 
worth it, Grant said.

“Nessie came away with a fifth 
in her class; Sonja got a fifth as 
well, and I was very fortunate to 
get my first ever podium at a ma-
jor meet and came away with a 
third,” he said.

It took 26 days for them to 
reach their destination, and 

Grant said not only had the sport 
of BMX strengthened family ties, 
but being off the beaten track 
had, too.

“The best part about it for me 
was the fact that we got to spend 
26 days together as a family with 
no other distractions. I wasn’t 
going to work, the kids weren’t 
going to school… we just did stuff 
together,” Grant said. 

It’s not the first time the Ren-

nies have done a cycle tour of 
this proportion. 

They’ve also ridden from Cape 
Reinga to Hamilton, and along 
the way, they rode the Hauraki 
Rail Trail from Kaiaua to Te 
Aroha. 

With Grant and Sonja both 
originally hailing from Paeroa, 
Grant said they often came back 
to participate in local meets at 
the BMX track on Taylor Ave.

But the family’s two-wheeled 
adventures aren’t stopping any-
time soon.

“We’ve done Cape Reinga to 
Hamilton, Hamilton to Christch-
urch: there’s only one logical 
conclusion to this,” Grant said, 
“and the kids are already ask-
ing how long it will take to get to 
Bluff.” 

The Rennie family about to embark on their 1300km cycle trip.                         Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villas
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Recognised for 40 years at Countdown

Paeroa man Kelvin Peacock 
knows a thing or two about 

workplace loyalty.
For 40 years, he has been 

employed at the local Count-
down supermarket, and has 
witnessed brand changes, 
stock changes, and the chang-
ing faces of his customers.

But while Kelvin’s long-
standing career will be recog-
nisable to some, as a night fill 
worker, many in the commu-
nity may not have noticed his 
persistent presence.

“He’s very fastidious, and 
very reliable and conscien-
tious,” Paeroa Countdown’s 
long life manager Ben McLeod 
said. 

“He’s not the guy who’s going 
to cause problems.”

Ben has known Kelvin for 
30 years and said he was very 
good at facts and figures, loved 
his sports trivia, and The All 
Blacks.

Rifling through photos from 
the past decades show a young 
Kelvin smiling among the gro-
cery aisles. 

In one photo, he’s wearing 
his nametag, a cap, and bowtie. 

On January 18, the team at 
Paeroa Countdown celebrated 
Kelvin’s 40 years where he was 
presented with an award by 
store manager David Ritchie. 

“You can’t fault Kelvin’s loy-
alty,” Ben told The Profile. 

LEFT: Kelvin Peacock 
receives his 40 year award 
from store manager David 

Ritchie. ABOVE: A young 
Kelvin stands among the 
aisles of what is now the 

Paeroa Countdown.
Photos: SUPPLIED

“There’s lots of people he’s 
worked with over the years, and 
on behalf of them, I want to say 
thanks very much.

“It is a real milestone in 
someone’s life to achieve this, 
and I know the people who 
have worked with him will be 

really proud,” he said.
“Well done, Kelv.”

In Brief
SPEED REDUCTION
Waka Kotahi NZTA has reduced the 
speed from 80kmh to 50kmh on a 
section of State Highway 2 through 
Karangahake Gorge. The 600m 
section stretches from Crown Hill 
Rd to School Rd, and includes 
the entrance to the Karangahake 
Reserve car park. The reduced 
speed limit will remain in place 
until Waitangi Day. 

TATTOO TO RETURN
The sounds and soul of Scotland 
is set to return to Paeroa for 
the annual 31st Annual Paeroa 
Highland Games & Tattoo at 
Paeroa Domain on Saturday, 
February 10. What started out as a 
small Pipe Bands Competition has 
grown over the years, and is now 
a fully-fledged Highland Games, 
one of only seven such Scottish 
gatherings in New Zealand, and 
the only one in New Zealand 
to hold an Evening Tattoo. This 
celebration of Scottish culture 
attracts interest throughout New 
Zealand as well as internationally. 
More info: paeroahighlandgames.
co.nz. 

341 FATALITIES ON ROADS
Aotearoa New Zealand trauma 
surgeons are calling for “everyday 
vigilance” on the roads this year 
after a “heartening” reduction in 
road deaths in 2023. According to 
the group, there were 341 road 
fatalities in 2023, down from 372 
in 2022. Nineteen people died on 
NZ roads over the Christmas-New 
Year holiday period, compared 
with 21 over the same period last 
year. Road deaths rose significantly 
in 2022 compared to the pandemic 
years of 2020 and 2021 where 
travel into and around the country 
was restricted, they said.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Earn Flybuys with us!
Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 4pm / Sun 10am - 3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to mattress and base only.
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POSTURE REST PLUSH
Queen mattress + Base

NOW$2157
WAS $6163

All sizes available

65%OFF

POSTURE ELITE MEDIUM
Queen mattress + Base

NOW$1529
WAS $3398

All sizes available

55%OFF

PUREFLEX PLUSH
Queen mattress + Base

NOW$1449
All sizes available
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A daring aerobatic routine from American Harvard warbirds delighted the crowd.    Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Colin Brookes of Paeroa with the Austin 7 rocket car he built himself. 

Beau, 4, was thrilled by the planes. 

The big guns were on display. 

Wheely good time
The Sir Keith Park Memorial Airfield in Thames was packed on 
January 27. Thousands of people poured through the gates for 
the annual Wings and Wheels festival. Spectators wandered 
among the tidy rows of planes, cars, and food trucks between 
aerial flyovers and musical entertainment. ALICE 
PARMINTER winged in to catch the action. 

The crew of a WWI Bristol Fighter had time to wave as they passed. 

Rain didn’t hamper the military re-enactors as they staged a battle. 
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Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

‘Mystery man’ dies at Royal Hotel after travels
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

John Morrison took an axe to 
the door to burst it open only 

to find a man in his pajamas lying 
face downwards on the floor.

John could feel no pulse and 
immediately sent for the police. 
John, licensee of the Royal Hotel,  
Thames, had been alerted to the 
strangely silent locked room by 
Reed, the hotel porter, just after 
six that October evening in 1895. 

The occupant did not seem to 
care to be disturbed in the morn-
ings, nor did he care for breakfast. 

He had his dinner and tea regu-
larly every day up until the day 
before. He had arrived at the ho-
tel three days previously having 
come by the steamer, Rotoma-
hana, from Auckland.

He told John he had lately ar-
rived in Auckland from Australia 
and was travelling for his health. 
He asked for a bed, and was given 
room No 19. He said his name 
was Williamson.

When Constable Bern arrived, 
he telephoned for Dr Callan, who 
was soon on the scene. 

The man seemed to be be-
tween 35 and 40 and appeared to 

The SS Tasmania, which brought the mystery man to New Zealand.
           Photo: SUPPLIED

be either a colonial or an English-
man by birth.

His only luggage was a small 
bag, containing a shirt, four or 
five collars, two pair of socks, and 
some handkerchiefs. He had 9 
shillings 6 pence on him. He had 
no letters, no cards, and no writ-
ing of any kind beyond a map. He 
had nothing with him to identify 
him. 

Amongst his personal effects 
were a bunch of small keys, sug-
gesting he had a large quantity of 
luggage somewhere.

Sergeant Gillies communicated 
with Auckland and in reply re-
ceived a telegram from Inspector 
Hickson - “A steerage passenger 
named Williamson arrived here 
by the Tasmania on September 
23rd. Nothing known of him, and 
no other passenger of that name 
can be traced at shipping offices 
here.”

Further investigations revealed 
that a man answering somewhat 
to the description of the de-
ceased had stayed a few days at 
Coombes’ boarding house in Al-
bert St, Auckland. This man, who 
gave his name as Brown, but told 
another it was Williamson, left for 
Thames in early October with the 
intention, so he said, of returning 
a few days later but he had not re-
turned since. 

The boarding house staff could 
not identify the clothes as be-
longing to their Williamson, and 
none of the keys found among the 
man’s personal effects could open 
the portmanteau left by him.

Among the clothing were a dark 
grey Inverness cape, a blue serge 
suit, and a pair of tan boots. The 
tags on the neck of the coat and 

cape had the maker’s name cut 
out. Anyone knowing something 
about the man was requested to 
communicate with the Inspector.

An inquest on the man calling 
himself Williamson found that he 
had told John Morrison he was 
under medical advice to travel 
and walk about a good deal. 

He used to regularly have a 
whisky and soda or whisky and 
water before going to bed but was 
not addicted to drink. 

Dr Callan said that death was 
due to syncope, or failure of the 
heart’s action. Constable Bern 
stated that nothing had been dis-
covered to give any clue as to the 
man’s identity. 

The jury returned the verdict 
that the cause of death was fail-
ure of the heart’s action, caused 
by longstanding liver disease.

The mysterious stranger was 

said to have come across as a 
highly respectable and educat-
ed man of refined habits. Two 
books were found among his ef-
fects - a work on the kola plant, 
printed in Detroit, Michigan, and 
another entitled Planetary and 
Stellar Worlds. 

In an act of kindness, John Mor-
rison arranged and paid for the 
man’s burial at Tararu cemetery.

He closed his hotel for the after-
noon and the funeral was carried 
out as respectably as if the stran-
ger had died amongst his own 
people. The coffin was borne to its 
resting place by a few good heart-
ed citizens who felt the stranger in 
a strange land should not be car-
ried to his long home without a 
friendly hand.

Newspapers asked that in case 
the news should meet the eye of 
any person in Sydney who could 

give information that would lead 
to the identification of the man; 
he was about 5ft 9in tall, of mod-
erately slight build, fair hair, and 
wearing a slight moustache but 
no beard. 

He was temperate in his habits. 
He had been long suffering from 
a diseased liver and weak heart.

He gave his name as Brown or 
Williamson and it was supposed 
he came to Auckland from Syd-
ney on the ship SS Tasmania, then 
to the Thames for a walking trip 
through the goldfields.

In November, the police re-
ceived two letters – one from a 
lady named Williamson residing 
in Victoria, stating that she had 
seen a notice of the death of a 
man of that name at Thames, and 
as a relative of hers was missing 
she requested a description of the 
deceased. 

Sergeant Gillies complied with 
the request, giving full particulars. 
The second letter was from Mrs H 
C Williamson, enclosing a photo 
of her husband, whom she last 
heard of 15 months before, when 
he was in Sydney. The photo was 
shown to Mr Morrison, Dr Callan, 
and others, and they all agreed 
that it bore no resemblance what-
ever to the deceased. 

There were no more leads as 
to the man’s identity and mystery 
and peculiarities followed him to 
his grave – plot registers record 
him as being buried under the 
name Williamson at both Tararu 
and Shortland cemeteries.

He was still unidentified three 
years later when records suggest 
a John Conway, who died at the 
Tararu Old Men’s Home, was bur-
ied in the Tararu plot with him.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2013 Hyundai IX 35
2.0Ltr Auto, 2WD, Immac Condition

$13,990

2006 Nissan Wingroad
1.8 Ltr Auto, Tow Bar, Low Kms,

ONLY
$7,990

2017 Holden Captiva
7 Seater, 4WD,

Great Condition, 127kms

$14,990

2007 Toyota Auris
1.8Ltr, Auto, Tow Bar, Reverse Camera

$8,990

2015 Kia Pro-Ceed GT
6 Speed Manual, Turbo, Special Car

$13,990

2020 Holden Trax
Auto, At Just 10km from new

Suit a New Car Buyer

$21,990
2010 Nissan Serena

2.0Ltr, People Mover,
118kms, 8 Seater

$11,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
Auto, 18” Rim, Best Condition

SPECIAL
$13,990

Restored Ariana joins ‘the 100 club’
It was a bright but brisk day 

on the Waihou River as the 
Ariana was relaunched in cel-
ebration of her 100 years.

The boat, which has been 
lovingly restored by long-
time mariner Peter Vander-
sloot, had recently passed her 
tri-annual survey to ply the 
waters around the wharves of 
the Historical Maritime Park 
in Paeroa.

It’s hoped that she, along-
side her sister vessels - paddle 
boat Tamiti and river-cat Kit-
tiawa - will relive the days of 
water transport on the Hau-
raki Plains for another cen-
tury.

“I found Ariana sunk in 
mangroves in the Weiti Riv-
er north of Auckland, a total 
wreck,” Peter said, “but she 
had a good pedigree.” 

Ariana, made of kauri tim-
ber, was built by Lane Bros in 
Judges Bay in 1923. 

She was in private owner-
ship until the end of World 
War II and was named Alli-
son while she longline fi shed 
in the Hauraki Gulf.

After being discovered by 
Peter more than 20 years ago, 
he decided to restore Ariana’s
hull and repurpose her as an 
1880s river ferry in the style 
of the Northern Steamship 
company, the vessels of which 

worked all the river ports in 
the Firth of Thames.

“John Lidgard, a well known 
boat builder and designer, did 
the drawings and there is Ari-
ana,” Peter told The Profi le.

“The whole project took two 

years.”
Peter donated Ariana to the 

maritime park but said for 
two decades he’d taken the 
helm and journeyed with her 
along the waterways between 
Thames and Te Aroha. 

“I needed a rest,” he said.
Now part of the mainte-

nance crew at the historical 
park, Peter, following Ari-
ana’s relaunching on Janu-
ary 24, said even though she’s 
now joined the “100 club”, it’s 

hoped she will enjoy the Oh-
inemuri and Waihou rivers 
“and all their tributaries” for 
another century.

Peter Vandersloot discovered Ariana sunk within mangroves 20 years ago. INSET TOP: Paeroa Mari� me Park’s Colin and Gloria James, alongside 
Peter, celebrate Ariana’s 100 years. BELOW: Peter takes the helm of the Ariana during her relaunch.     Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



ing guests to spend time among 
the blossoming aisles - by 
bringing blankets and lunch or 
dinner and enjoying the sur-
roundings. 

They’ve added props to take 
photos, such as a tractor and 
a swingset, and have also in-
stalled picnic tables and um-
brellas for people to sit in the 
shade. 

A point of difference this year 
will be the offer of pony rides 
during the weekend of Febru-
ary 3-6, between 5pm-6pm.

“It’s such a good family 
friendly thing to do and there’s 
nothing else in the Hauraki area 
like this, where you can spend 
the day or a few hours and not 
have to pay too much money,” 

Fran said.
“And the kids love exploring 

through the sunflowers and 
choosing which ones to pick,” 
Kylie added. 
DETAILS: Guests can visit the field  
at 243 Back Miranda Rd between 
February 3-6, 10am-7pm. Further 
opening dates may be added fol-
lowing assesment of the fields. 
Entry: $5, under 5s free. The field 
is also open for private hire dur-
ing the week for those wanting 
to have exclusive access. People 
are encouraged to bring their 
own secateurs and the cost is $2 
per sunflower stem. For more info 
find Two Girls Farm on Facebook.
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centralmotors.co.nz

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea 3503, New Zealand

(07) 867 7524 | andrew@centralmotors.co.nz

BX2380 BX SERIES

IN STOCK NOW! IN STOCK NOW!IN STOCK NOW!

Hauraki

BX2680 BX SERIES

+ GST

STARTING FROM
$19,637

TRACTOR ONLY

SUB-COMPACT
TRACTORS

+ GST

STARTING FROM
$19,637

TRACTOR ONLY

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

Open season for Waitakaruru sunflower farm
Two Waitakaruru dairy farm-

ers are sharing their field 
of sunflowers with the rest of 
the district, in a gesture that’s 
bound to put smiles on faces.

Kylie Evans and Fran Walker 
run Two Girls Farm, a floristry 
and sunflower field business 
along Back Miranda Rd. 

After opening for the first 
time to the public last year, 
they were pleasantly surprised 
to find people as “happy” and 
“giddy” about the flowers as 
they were.

“They’re so big and bright 
and lovely,” Fran said. “We 
drive past them every day and 
it’s amazing how quickly we’ve 
been able to watch it grow from 
a paddock of grass into these 
big, yellow sunflowers. It’s cool 
we had the option to do this.” 

As friends, florists, and dairy 
farmers, the sunflower venture 
started out as a side hustle for 
the pair, which fit in well with 
their farming operations.

“Sunflowers need the tem-
perature in the soil to be about 
15-16 degrees, so as soon as 
you hit that, it’s about the same 
time maize gets planted for us 
dairy farmers, so we knew we 
couldn’t really bugger it up,” 
Fran said.

“Because we had the planter 
coming in to plant the maize, 
they could literally plant the 
sunflowers at the same time.” 

This year, they are encourag-
Fran Walker and Kylie Evans run Two Girls Farm, a floristry and sunflower 
field business along Back Miranda Rd.           Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Two Waitakaruru dairy farmers are preparing to share their field of 
sunflowers with the public this weekend.          Photo: SUPPLIED
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From $499

$1,099

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

BBQ season is on its way
MASPORT X-GRILL
3 burner, cover, grill & convection

ZIGGY
3 sizes - single, double or triple burner

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

Waikato firearms owners have reg-
istered 8189 firearms to date, Po-

lice say.
Licenced firearms owners across the 

country have responded well to the reg-
istry, with it taking just seven months 
to get to the 100,000th firearm record-
ed into the system.

This is from nearly 10 percent of the 
approximately 235,000 licence holders 
in New Zealand.

Te Tari Pūreke Firearms Safety Au-
thority executive director, Angela Bra-
zier said she’d like to thank all respon-
sible firearms owners who had filled in 
the registry.

So far, Canterbury is the area with the 
highest number of firearms registered 
with 14,289, Southern follows closely 
with 12,616, Central with 12,119, Bay 
of Plenty 10,098, Waitematā 8582, and 
then Waikato with 8189.

Ms Brazier is urging all of Waikato’s 
21,954 firearms licence holders to reg-
ister their firearms.

“The firearms registry is all about pre-
venting firearms getting into the wrong 
hands,” she said.

“Digitising the licencing system en-
hances our ability to detect unlawful 
and criminal activity.

“Along with preventing the sale and 
purchase of stolen firearms, the registry 
provides a better way for Police to trace 
where firearms used by criminals have 
come from.”

Disrupting the flow of firearms to 
criminals worked in tandem with other 

Waikato gun owners get 
behind new firearms registry

Policing initiatives that target organ-
ised criminal groups and gangs, she 
said. “These separate but complemen-
tary strategies are together making it 
harder for criminals to possess and use 
firearms and are making our communi-
ties safer.

“When fully rolled out, the registry 
will provide a picture of all lawfully 
held firearms and arms items in New 
Zealand.

“This will give greater transparency 
when firearms are changing hands and 
ultimately make the availability of fire-
arms to the black market more diffi-
cult,” Ms Brazier said.
DETAILS: To register your firearms online, 
head to www.firearmssafetyauthority.
govt.nz or call 0800 844 431 Monday to 
Friday 8.30am-5pm, except public holi-
days.

Waikato farmers are supporting the new gun 
registry, Police say.                   File Photo: PIXABAY
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FEBRUARY GARDENING AT AEROVIEW
Biggest range of

Vegetable
& Flower

seedlings on the
Peninsula
PLUS

Potted colour

PLANT NOW
382 Ngati Maru Highway, Totara, Thames

OPEN 7 DAYS 8.30am to 5pm Ph 868 7960

PEA STRAW
BALES
• Locks in
moisture

• Adds organic
matter

• Improves soil
structure

• Quick release
nutrients for

plants

Start planting your
winter garden now....

Broccoli, Brussel Sprouts ,
Leek, Cauliflower
can all go in now.

Why not try a late crop of
Beans, dwarf & climbing,

Carrots, Parsnips & Beetroot.
We still have a full range of

seeds, fertilizers,
soil conditioners

to help you get started.

Great RangeGGrreaat RRaaanngge

GardenGGaarrddenn

Decor Pots,DDeccoorr PPootss,

WaterWWaaterr

Features &FFeaatuurress &

Garden ArtGGaarrddenn Arrtt

TROPICALSTTRROOPPIICCAALLSS
Hibiscus &HHibbissccuuss &

MandevillasMMaaannddevvillaass

JUST ARRIVEDJJUUSSTT AARRRRIIVVVEEDD
In bud & flowerIInn bbuudd & floowwerr

Great ColourGGrreeaaatt CCoolloouurr
RangeRRaaannggee

GARDEN
CENTRE

DECIDUOUS TREE SALEDECIDUOUS TREE SALE
20% OFF FOR FEBRUARY20% OFF FOR FEBRUARY

9am - 5pm 7 Days
28 Thames Road, Paeroa • Ph: 862 6438
E: donna@countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

PLANTS • POTS • ALL GARDEN NEEDS • WATER FEATURES • GIFTS

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

2

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

3

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

4

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

5

Non planting
Day

6

Non planting
Day

7

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

8

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

9

Non planting
Day

10

NewMoon

11

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

12

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Plant above
ground crops

16

Plant above
ground crops

17

Non planting
Day

18

Non planting
Day

19

Non planting
Day

20

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

21

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

22

Non planting
Day

23

Non planting
Day

24

Non planting
Day

25

Full Moon
26

Non planting
Day

27

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

28

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

29

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

February 2024February 2024 MoonMoon
Planting CalendarPlanting Calendar

CCCalllendddar
Supppppplied byyy
Gilmer Farms

GardeningGardening
Being one of the hottest 

months of the year, Febru-
ary is one of the main harvest 
periods. 

It’s an in-between season in 
the garden - harvest time has 
arrived with vengeance, and it 
is a time for preserving, freezing 
and storing produce for winter 
and spring use. Make successive 
planting and sowing of edible 
crops and annuals to prolong 
flowering.

Beans – dwarf and climbing. 
All must be sown very early in 
the month no later than the first 
or second week. Beetroot – late 
sowings can still be made ready 
for winter harvest. 

Broccoli and cabbages seed-
lings can be planted in well-
prepared beds at intervals to 
provide a succession of late win-
ter harvest. Carrots – harvest as 
required. Further sowings can be 
made but ensure you regularly 
cultivate and aerate soil for best 
results.

Cucumber, eggplants and pep-
pers and tomatoes – continue 
to harvest crops and preserve 
or freeze excess or share with 
neighbours. Onions – harvest 
time has arrived. If wet weather 
is on the horizon, set out onions 
on shallow trays indoors where 
they can dry and cure. Clip tops 

Harvest time in hottest month of the year

Harvest time has arrived with vengeance in the vege garden.           File Photo: PIXABAY
and roots and store in open mesh 
tray or boxes to dry.

Kumara – harvest once the 
leaves start to yellow. Cut back 
the foliage and carefully lift the 
kumara with a fork. Leave them 
on the ground for a few days to 
cure. Cover with a sack or news-
paper at night. Store in a cool dry 
place.

Plant seeds of leeks, broccoli, 
cabbage, winter lettuce, silver-
beet, spinach, and carrots.

Soak your garden every four 
days rather than shallow water-
ing. And water early morning or 
early evening. Mulching is a good 
way to preserve that moisture 
and reduce weeds.

Continue to pick your flower-

ing roses, dead head old flowers 
and spray to combat pests and 
diseases. 

Especially in humid weather. 
Bulbs and perennials – plant, di-
vide, weed and cultivate through-
out the winter months while 
plants are dormant. 

Prepare ground incorporating 
fertiliser. Sow seeds of winter 

flowers like pansy, viola, primula, 
polyanthus, calendula, cineraria, 
poppies, lobelia, alyssum and 
snapdragon.

Continue harvesting mid-
season pip and stone fruit, tree 
crops, berries and citrus. Harvest-
ing daily encourages late fruiting. 
Earlier maturing varieties will 
soon be followed by main season 
varieties. Hopefully the humidity 
hasn’t spoilt too many crops.

Main late season peaches and 
plums are now fully mature. Ir-
rigate trees thoroughly to swell 
the fruit size before harvest if dry 
weather prevails.

Continue with the pest control 
and watch for codling moth.

Strawberries – with the com-
pletion of the main fruiting sea-
son, old plants can be dug out.

Refresh your herb garden with 
some new plants for a continued 
supply – basil, chilli, coriander 
and parsley.

Perfect time for sowing new 
lawn is late February. It is a busy 
time coming up for lawn mowing 
as growth rate increases. Keep 
watering existing lawns if dry.

Gather all the discarded plants 
once harvest is complete and 
add to the compost. Turn heaps 
regularly.

Enjoy your garden.  
- Ngatea Garden Circle



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     January 31, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 11

Thornton Bay
Exceptional
lifestyle and
income

opportunity (bnb),
or private home.
4 bedrooms,

expansive section.
Private sale.

Ph 027 273 8375
to view

In the February 21st issue Valley Profile

will be running a feature for clubs.

Whether your club is a sports club, a social club or a service club

you can use this opportunity to call for members and/or volunteers

or to let our readers know more about what you are all about.

If you would like more information on this please contact Nikki

on either 022 130 3885 or nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

JOINACLUB

Welding is a skill that can take

you places.

No experience needed.

Learn how to design, create and weld in our

spacious workshop,

FREE Level 2 qualifications available NOW.

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

ENGINEER / NOUN
(EN-JIN-EAR)

A PERSON WHO FIXES
STUFF YOU CAN’T

SPORTS

Sienna Moore from Thames clears the bar in the girls grade 13 high jump event.             Photos: SUPPLIED

Paeroa’s Liam Rawnsley took home four first place pennants. 

Mahalia Thompson meets Zoe Hobbs.

James Rawnsley in the long jump. 

Athletics fun
The 2024 North Island Colgate Games took place in Auckland at Mt 
Smart Stadium on January 5-7. Both Paeroa and Thames were well 
represented at the event, with several athletes aged between seven 
and 14 years attending from both clubs. “It was a fantastic three 
days and all the athletes enjoyed themselves, setting many personal 
bests and soaking up the vibrant atmosphere of the stadium,” Sarah 
Rawnsley, of the Paeroa Amateur Athletics Club, said.   

Thames athlete Ryder Moore strides out towards the finish line. 

The Paeroa Amateur Athletic Club team. 
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.

• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

FLOORING

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke 
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Des & Christine Necklen

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Huntly Plumbers
2022 Ltd

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, DRAINLAYING
& GAS REQUIREMENTS

Ph 07 828 9175
Email: admin@huntlyplumbers.co.nz

www.huntlyplumbers.co.nz

PLUMBER

• Office • Sleep Outs
• Extra Accommodation

• Storage • Study
• Farm Accommodation

Available in 2 colours
10 sqm - Fully welded
galvanised steel frame

Marine Ply floor,
insulated walls & roof

3 double power points, COC,
interior/exterior light

VIC’S CABINS
WAIKATO

021 0271 6857

CABINS FOR SALE

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha
SPRING SPECIAL

Pine $80/cube - Gum $130/cube
Minimum order 3 cubes
Ph: 0800 7754 6827

splintasfirewood

FIREWOOD

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

PLASTERER

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

ELECTRICIAN

BUILDING SERVICES

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

���� � ���� ����
������ � ���� ��������

���� ������ � �������� ����� 
�����������

Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CALL THE EXPERTS

“Happy New Year! Welcome to 2024,” from 
Tania, Craig and the team at Hauraki Tyre & 
Battery, who will celebrate taking over the 
Thames business fi ve years ago in February.

“Your tyre budget, comfort, mileage and ve-
hicle handling are all a priority to the Hauraki 
Tyre & Battery team,” Tania said.

The big yellow tyre shop welcomes every-
one to pop in. “They can take you through their 
vast range and source most tyres with a two-
day turnaround.” 

Hauraki Tyre & Battery stock all major tyre 
brands and offer puncture repairs, wheel 
alignments, balancing, entry level, mid-range 
and top quality tyres for most vehicles, and Ex-
ide batteries with extended warranties. 

The business has had a “big response” to 
offering afterpay as a payment option, and 
offers free tyre pressure and battery checks.

Supporting the community by ensuring vehi-
cle safety is one thing, but the team also likes 
to get involved at local events. Craig and the 
team hoped everyone made it to the Whanau 
day at Thames South School last month.

“We were stoked to see so many families 
down there enjoying the free activities for kids 
of all ages,” Tania said.

“We particularly enjoyed watching kids on 
the Bouncy Tiger that we sponsored - wasn’t 
he cool?”
Call in and see us today or email us at hauraki-
tyres@xtra.co.nz or Ph 07 868 8182.

Five years of tyres, batteries, friendly service
Hauraki Tyre & Ba� ery owners Tania and Craig celebrate fi ve years since taking over the business.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Storage

Trades & Services

Storage

Church Notice

Handyman 

Public Notice 

Handyman 

Painter 

Situations Vacant

Situation Vacant

Garage Sale Wanted To Buy

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Health

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profi le offi  ce: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call fi rst to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and craft , 
moving, table coverings 

and more .....

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the
Valley Profi le are available

for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

WINDSCREENS

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building,
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Tables, tools, books, 
sewing, art supplies. 
Everything’s got to go. 
From 8am Sat Feb 3. 
616 Mackay St Thames

Pick-up approx $4,000. 
Ph 021 167 6777

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Qualifi ed Mechanic Wanted
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

or phone  027 227 1121

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Adver� se with the paper 
that is 

being read
Valley Profi le     Ph 022 130 3885

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa & Thames as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Gentle therapeutic 
manipulation as per 

Harley Blows
07 862 9167

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES

Woodturners 
Cafe

are looking for more 
staff  to join our team. 

Multiple positions 
covering front and back 

of house. Involves 
one weekend day per 
week. No experience 
necessary as we can 
provide full training for 

the right applicant. 
Contact Lorraine with 
expression of interest 

on 021 246 9376 or 
send CV to  

bmattock48@gmail.com

SCRAP VEHICLES

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

SCRAP METAL

SIGNS

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974, 
notice is hereby given that for the purpose 
of the Highland Games and Tattoo event, 
the following roads will be closed to ordinary 
vehicular traffic for the period indicated below. 
During the period of closure provision will be 
made for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative 
routes.

Period of closure: Saturday 10 February 2024 
from 6.30am to 6.30pm.
Roads to be closed in Paeroa:
• Willoughby St, from intersection of SH26 

(Arney St ) to intersection of Corbett St.
• Mackay St, from intersection of SH2 to 

intersection of Willoughby St.
• Hall St, from intersection of SH2 to 

intersection of Willoughby St
• Corbett St, from intersection of Albert St to 

King St
• King St - entire length.
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above regulations 
for any person otherwise than under authority 
of an authorised permit to use the road for 
ordinary vehicular traffic during the proposed 
period of closure.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Work programme announced 
for Cathedral Cove access
The Department of Conservation has an-

nounced the work it will undertake to 
determine viable, safe and resilient long-
term solutions for visitor access and experi-
ence at Coromandel’s Cathedral Cove.

DOC Hauraki-Waikato-Taranaki regional 
director Tinaka Mearns said she was now 
able to share how DOC planned to approach 
the next phase of work for the visitor experi-
ence at the site.

“A key aspect of that work has been ensur-
ing the hillside is not moving, and we have 
stable land to explore what resilient long-
term track rerouting options could work,” 
she said.

With land stability a prominent aspect, 
DOC has commissioned further monitor-
ing, based on expert advice from Tonkin 
+ Taylor. Monitoring results are expected 
in June 2024. From February through to 
April, DOC staff  will work alongside Ngāti 
Hei to develop options and conceptual ide-
as, which will then be shared for wider pub-
lic engagement – including an online survey 
from January 27 until mid-February.

Tinaka said options would then be set 
against the land stability information, 
DOC’s legislative obligations, cost-benefi t 
analysis and the results of community en-
gagement. Those options will undergo an 
internal DOC review in the context of DOC’s 
visitor risk management framework.

“Within a few months we should have a 
clear picture of whether a track re-routing 
is feasible and safe, or if we need to consider 
other alternatives,” Tinaka said.

The Cathedral Cove work programme 
timeline and milestones could change de-
pending on cohesion with Treaty settlement 
obligations, historic protection aspects 

guided by Heritage NZ, and development 
of a business case. If viable new options are 
presented, or only one option can be pur-
sued, the work programme will also be al-
tered. 

DOC would continue its public commu-
nication throughout this work, Tinaka said.

“We’re very aware of the importance of 
the Cathedral Cove track to the local tour-
ism economy, and also the wide range of 
views on what can or should be done there,” 
she said. “It’s vital for DOC to have a robust, 
detailed and properly resourced plan for 
this site, to ensure visitors ultimately have a 
safe and enjoyable experience.

“Our goal is to reopen the track – but it 
must be done safely and in a durable and 
pragmatic way that lasts.

“Short-term solutions which do not off er 
an experience resilient to climate change 
are not viable as far as we’re concerned – we 
need to invest sensibly.”

Tinaka said it had been encouraging to 
read and hear reports of how busy Coro-
mandel had been this summer.

“Coromandel has faced a succession of 
diffi  cult summers in recent years, so to hear 
about local businesses being well support-
ed by holidaymakers is great for the wider 
community and the region’s economy.”

She re-emphasised the track to Cathe-
dral Cove, in its current condition, was not 
safe and presented a risk to the type of visi-
tors wishing to go there and would remain 
closed.

Visitors are urged to consider options for 
marine-based experiences for Cathedral 
Cove, the tracks and lookouts made avail-
able for this summer, and explore the wider 
Coromandel Peninsula.
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201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963
Paul Saunders 021 220 00980800 11 11 10

Saunders Mitsubishi

2017 KIA
SPORTAGE LX

2020 MITSUBISHI
TRITON VRX

2018 MERCEDES BENZ
X-CLASS

2019 GWM STEED

AWD 4x4 Top Spec Ute - CHOICE OF 2 4x4
2.0L T/d, 6 Speed

NOW
$21,995

NOW
$40,995

NOW
$40,995

NOW
$17,995

SPORTS REPORTS

Thames hosts national croquet comp
With a backdrop of blue skies, 
sparkling blue calm sea, and blue 
flowering agapanthus, the Thames 
Croquet Club with its five full sized 
courts was the perfect venue for the 
Croquet New Zealand 3+ Champi-
onship tournament recently.

Players with handicaps of three or 
more battled it out over the three 
days of January 12-14, playing six 
games of singles a day in the scorch-
ing heat of 28 to 30 degrees Celsius. 
The standard of play was high and 
kept local and visiting spectators en-
tertained. 

Tournament manager Lyn Stowers 
from Morrinsville said the Thames 
Croquet Club was the perfect host. 
“You did yourselves proud, keeping 
our visiting players hydrated and 
fed,” she said. “You went that extra 
mile.” 

Players attended from Can-
terbury, Wellington, Wairarapa, 
Manawatu/Whanganui, Auckland, 
Bay of Plenty and Northland, with 
two from Thames Croquet Club.  

“While the numbers of players 
were disappointing, I feel the time 
of the year played a huge part,” Lyn 
said. “We did end up with a really 
good three days, with the winners 
not being confirmed till the last 
round on the last day.”

Two players were equal on wins. 
John Watson from Manawatu-
Whanganui took out the Champion-
ship win with higher net hoops over 
Ken Geenty from Wellington, who 
took out second. Third place again 
came down to net hoops, with four 

players having the same number of 
wins. Third place was awarded to 
Geoff Price from Canterbury, with 
the highest net hoops of the four. 

With such close competition, 
tournament referee Pat Anderton 
was kept busy. 

“The Thames Croquet Club are 
to be congratulated on all the work 
that was done in the lead up to this 
tournament to fulfil the require-
ments necessary in the preparation 
of the lawns,” Pat said. 

“Even with the unfortunate wa-
ter ban by the council and the ex-
treme heat over the tournament,  
the lawns held up very well. The 
standard of play and sportsmanship 
exhibited by all players were a pleas-
ure to witness.”

Two of the players were locals. Lin 
Parsons, and Thames club president 
Sheryl McConnell gamely entered 
the competition to boost numbers, 
and despite being up against players 
with much lower handicaps, had an 
enjoyable, if challenging three days. 

“On reflection, after three days 
of play in very hot conditions, I de-
cided I did enjoy the tournament,” 
Sheryl said. 

“It was a stretch for me to com-
pete against very good players, who 
I found were generous and gracious 
in their encouragement. I enjoyed 
meeting players from as far away 
as Christchurch and as far north as 
Waipu. My game lifted to meet the 
demands and I came away feeling 
very pleased to have joined such a 
great group of people with a love of 
the game I love.”

- Supplied by Thames Croquet Club

From left: Geoff Price, third; Ken Geenty, second; John Watson, first.  

Local Player Lin Parsons is watched by Theresa Jessop from the Bay of Plenty.

CROQUET

Geoff Price looks on as Ken Geenty 
strikes the ball.            Photos: SUPPLIED

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

My youngest daughter abso-
lutely loves putting on her 

Place yourself in someone else’s shoes

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION mum’s oversized fancy shoes 
and walking around in them.

She trips, she laughs, she 
stumbles and sometimes she 
cries. It is a joy to watch… most-
ly… until it turns to tears.

It’s funny, we have so many 
moments that happen in life, 
that are beautiful, things that 
are moments to behold, mo-
ments that can teach and shape 
us. 

Yet so often we are so busy. 
Busy looking at our phones, 
responding to messages, listen-
ing to music, or busy doing all 
the important tasks we need to 
tick off. So busy that we miss the 

beauty right in front of us. Or we 
miss the lesson because we don’t 
pause to consider it within.

As I paused to enjoy the mo-
ment and observe these over-
sized shoes and the tiny feet 
sliding around in them I con-
sidered the age old saying - to 
consider placing ourselves in 
someone else’s shoes.

Sometimes people annoy us, 
sometimes they are difficult, 
sometimes people are simply 
hard to handle. Yet as I watched 
my daughter, I considered this.

Maybe, just maybe, if I lived 
the same life as some of the dif-
ficult people I know, maybe just 

maybe, if I was in the same liv-
ing situation; I too would trip, 
slip and stumble too. And so for 
me, it is so important to hear 
and know someone’s story.

We all know difficult people, 
but maybe if we can take a mo-
ment to know their story and 
consider life in their shoes we 
may experience a small shift.

For me this allows space for a 
little more patience and a little 
more compassion.

I wonder what life will teach 
you when you too pause to em-
brace the moment before you.

- Michael Wilkes is a Living Well 
Trust Youth Worker

Geoff Price congratulates Ken 
Geenty on winning their last game.
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF
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SPORTS
National tournament bowls into Coast
It will be all hands on deck 

at the Thames Coast Bowl-
ing Club this Waitangi Day 
weekend, as the club’s mem-
bers prepare for an influx of 
players and spectators for the 
50th Aotearoa National Māori  
Bowls Tournament. 

The tournament, hosted this 
year by Tainui Rohe, begins on 
February 2 with a powhiri at 
Matai Whetu Marae in Kōpū. 
Two days of play will follow, 
with both mens’ and womens’ 
heats taking place at five differ-
ent clubs in the valley, includ-
ing Thames Coast, Thames, 
Kerepēhi, Hauraki and Paeroa. 

The top 16 mens’ and wom-
ens’ teams will finish off the 
event at Thames Bowling Club 
on Sunday afternoon, and 
Bowls NZ will be live-stream-
ing the semi-finals and finals to 
see who takes out the national 
titles. 

Around 500 players from 
across the country have regis-
tered for the tournament, along 
with numerous supporters. 

Thames Coast Bowling Club 
president Kaye Bunn said her 
club was busy preparing for 
their hosting duties over the 
two days of heats. There are 
128 players scheduled to play 
at Thames Coast - which means 
eight games and five full meals 
to plan for. 

“We’ve got a band of [club 
members] who are going to be 

volunteering to do all the food 
- we’re feeding everyone,” she 
said. 

“For dinner we’ve got oysters, 
mussels, king prawns, with a 
couple of hot dishes; venison, 

roast pork, potatoes. And then 
for lunches, we’ve got beef and 
lamb… They won’t go away 

Thames Coast Bowling Club president Kaye Bunn has got all hands on deck to prepare for this weekend’s tournament. 
RIGHT: The recent mens’ two-day tournament at Thames Coast Bowling Club warmed up the green nicely in preparation 
for the upcoming national tournament.       

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

hungry.”
For the tiny coastal club, 

playing host to such a large 
group has its benefits. 

“It’s good to see the smaller 
clubs being involved in a big 
way,” Kaye said. 

“It’s such a big thing for the 
community, I’m talking for the 
whole of the valley, for it to be 
here, [and] I think the success 
of it will put us on the map a 
bit, to actually say, we can host 
these big tournaments.” 

Kaye was hopeful the public 
would take advantage of the 
opportunity to see some top-
tier sport. 

“An event like this, it’s a 
chance for people to go along, 
and maybe think, ‘I’d like to 
have a go at that,’” she said. 

“It’s all about encouraging 
people into the sport and I 
think if they watch the compe-
tition that’s going on, it quite 
often hooks people.” 
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