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www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.
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BOOK THIS SPACE Reach  approximately 35,000 
readers throughout Hauraki-

Coromandel in the local paper 
that’s being readLimited spots available, call Nikki today!  022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Court five at the Hauraki Plains 
Netball Centre is underwater. 

A moderate amount of rain the 
day before has rendered it unus-
able, while two more courts have 
puddles where the centre circles 
should be.

The sodden playing surface has 
become the norm for the sports 
club, but its committee members 
were excited for a change in status 
quo after receiving a significant 
amount of funding for refurbish-
ment.

However, the cost of the pro-
ject has increased by as much as 
$340,000, leaving the centre on 
the back foot.

Tara Carter is not just the Hau-
raki Netball Centre’s fundraising 
and facilities officer, but she also 
has the role of health and safety 
officer, so she hears first-hand 
how the flood-prone surface in the 
Hugh Hayward Domain affects 
her players.

“People report their incidents 
that have occurred, and most 
of them are related to water on 
the courts,” she told The Profile. 
“Where the water pools, sediment 
builds up, and even when the wa-
ter has drained away, it’s really 
slippery.”

The courts were constructed 
in 2008 by landowners Hauraki 
District Council, and Tara said 
their age, plus the subsidence that 
occurs underneath the surface, 
stopped rainwater from draining 
and caused the courts to flood.

“From five years ago, there’s al-
ways been talks about the courts 
needing to be upgraded, so I 
started the ball rolling around two 
years ago, meeting contractors 
on-site and meeting with council,” 
Tara said.

She obtained quotes from a 
number of contractors, which 
all gave her an indication that 
the work would cost between 
$150,000-$220,000.

She began applying for grants 
and had all three approved, re-
ceiving $30,000 from Trust Wai-
kato, $32,000 from Grassroots 
Trust, and $209,000 from Lottery 
Community Facilities. Including 
the centre’s own funds of around 
$100,000, she had successfully 
accumulated $370,000 for the 

project. However, after bringing 
in surveyors and engineers to kick-
start the resealing, they told her “it 
would be a lot more than we origi-
nally thought”. 

The latest quote, as of July, came 
to $560,000. 

Since then, Tara said she has 
been “back and forward” with 

Hauraki District Council, and 
there’s added time pressure as 
well. With the netball playing sea-
son running between April and 
August, it’s ideal for the contrac-
tors to do the necessary work this 
summer, she said.

Not only that, but there was a 
time crunch on when the centre 

had to use its funding - Tara said 
she had been told by Lotteries NZ 
that they had until August, 2024, 
to use the money.

“During the winter season, we 
write court five off and try to guar-
antee we’ve got three courts to play 
on out of our six. 

Tara Carter and her son Niko 
stand in the flooded court at 

Hauraki Plains Netball Centre. 
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU 

$340k $340k 
shortfall shortfall 
for court for court 
repairrepair

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P5
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To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.
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SCUBA & SPEARFISHING

Get your gear “dive ready” - we service
all dive gear and fill and test cylinders.

We stock SCUBA and Spearfishing
gear, wetsuits available to order.

MARINE

We are your local store for a wide
range of marine products.

For trailer boats, yachts and launches -
we stock chandlery for new builds,

maintenance and repairs.

FISH

Your only main street tackle
and marine safety gear supplier.

Charts, life jackets and flares available.

We fish
We dive
We know
Marine

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 

Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Whyteline 
ad.
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download the 

Coromandel App 
on your smart 

phone
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Treasury to close its doors, jobs lost
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

After almost a year of fighting 
an uphill battle with funding, 

The Treasury Research Centre 
and Archive has made the “tough 
but responsible” decision to go 
into hibernation, resulting in a 
number of redundancies.

All public services and most vol-
unteer activities at The Treasury 
will be suspended from the close 
of business on December 1. 

The physical research centre 
and archive will be closed to the 
public, schools and researchers, 
but the website and online book-
store will remain operational.

Coromandel Heritage Trust 
chair Jan Wright told The Pro-
file the number of paid staff had 
dropped from six staff totalling 
almost four full time equivalent 
positions last year. 

“After April, 2023, one role was 
ended and the hours of another 
critical role were halved before it 
was put into abeyance in Septem-
ber,” she said.

“At the end of this month, two 
further staff will have their con-
tracts ended early.  By April, 2024, 
without intervention, it is prob-
able that The Treasury will have 
no paid staff.

“Because of the contestable na-
ture of so much of our funding for 
staffing, all staff of The Treasury 
are on fixed term employment 
contracts, usually 12 months. In 
each case, the continuity or any 
extension of the contract is subject 
to funding being available.”

It was a “tragic” situation not 
just for the popular facility which 
preserves Thames Valley heritage, 
but for other not-for-profit organ-

isations around the country which 
served at “survival level”, Jan said.

“Food banks, blankets, and es-
sential medicines - that is where 
a lot of the public funding is go-
ing right now, and that is where it 
needs to go.”

The Treasury, housed in the his-
toric Carnegie Library in Thames, 
has faced unprecedented chal-
lenges in the recent charitable 
funding climate. 

Despite successful fundrais-
ing efforts, including a ‘keep the 
doors open’ campaign that raised 
$25,000, the organisation still 
struggled to cover its basic annual 
operating costs.

The first signs of trouble began 
back in March this year, Jan said, 
when the Treasury’s Lottery Com-
munity grant application was “to-
tally declined”.

A few days later, The Treasury’s 
Trust Waikato grant application 
was also denied. Despite being 
“deeply stressed”, the trust con-

tinued to pursue funding solutions 
and were granted $21,000 in to-
tal from the coffers of Thames-
Coromandel and Hauraki district 
councils.

However, The Treasury was 
recently denied another grant ap-
plication - this time from Lottery 
Environment and Heritage, which 
had granted them funds on three 
other occasions.

According to the government’s 
websites for both the Lottery Com-
munity Committee and Lottery 
Environment and Heritage Com-
mittee, for the 2023-24 financial 
year, both committees had 46 per 
cent less funding available com-
pared with the previous year. This 
meant they would not be able to 
fund as many requests as 2022-23 
and were unlikely to make grants 
to the same levels they had previ-
ously.

The recent funding denial 
meant The Treasury’s next steps 
were pretty clear, Jan said.

“This pause is necessary to en-
sure the long-term preservation of 
the invaluable collections we hold. 
It is our role as guardians of the 
irreplaceable records held within 
the research centre and archive to 
focus first on keeping those collec-
tions safe.”

The trust will continue to ac-
tively pursue sustainable funding 
solutions, including considering 
the transfer of management and 
upkeep of The Treasury’s archive. 

“We are committed to exploring 
all options to secure the necessary 
funding to resume our services 
[and] to keep the collections read-
ily accessible to the public. Most 
importantly, to keep the collec-
tions here in the rohe [area] where 
they belong, but we are unlikely to 
know whether we’ll be in a posi-
tion to reopen until June, 2024.”

The $21,000 in emergency 
funding provided by the two dis-
trict councils was not enough to 
“buy any continuity of business”, 
Jan said, however, it allowed the 
trust to fund “critical” actions, 
such as engaging an HR profes-
sional to work through the end of 
staffing contracts, paying for legal 
fees, and conducting a business 
case. However, Jan is optimistic 
about finding a resolution that will 
allow The Treasury to continue its 
mission of conserving and shar-
ing the region’s rich documentary 
heritage. 

“We are deeply committed to 
our community and to heritage. 
We will do all within our power 
for this only to be a pause in our 
operations.”

The Treasury Research 
Centre and Archive in 
Thames will go into 
hibernation. 
File Photo: TERESA RAMSEY
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kindly.
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Love Is A Verb
Children feel loved as the
result of what you do.

It all begins with great sleep.

20%
off.

Serenity Peace
Queen Ensemble$1,919Fr
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off.

Serenity Essence
Queen Ensemble$2,799Fr
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Elements Wave 4
Queen Ensemble
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ThenewElements range.

Find your
Serenity.

50%
off.

UPTO

*Offer valid to 25.12.23 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are
adver tised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only.

BedsRus Store Name visit Street Address

talk Phone Number dream bedsrus.co.nzThe experts in sleep.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
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Report: Thames housing shortfall, rise in crime
If the people of Thames were 

elected Prime Minister, the 
improvements to their town 
would come in the form of 
stricter laws, an increased police 
presence, tackling homeless-
ness, and addressing the cost-of-
living crisis.

The aspirations come off the 
back of a Salvation Army ‘State 
of our Community’ report - 
which, at times, could make for 
“doom and gloom” reading.

It highlighted struggles such 
as the lack of housing in Thames 
(a deficit of 2537 dwellings); the 
increasing amount of criminal 
activity (an almost 50 per cent 
rise since 2019); and the short-
age of employment opportuni-
ties and activities for youth.

But Salvation Army social pol-
icy analyst Ana Ika, who was in 
Thames last week to present the 
report at a public meeting, said it 
was “really important” to remain 
aspirational, and to not be “pes-
simistic” about the town’s chal-
lenges. 

For the report, 111 respond-
ents, plus three community 
leaders, gave their feedback on 
questions such as: ‘What do you 
like about your local communi-
ty?’, ‘What are some of the chal-
lenges your community faces?’, 
and ‘In five years’ time, what 
changes would you like to see in 
your community?’.

The questions were supported 
by public data obtained by the 
social policy unit, and among 
the most telling was the correla-
tion between people’s desire for 

the construction of more afford-
able homes, and the number of 
consent applications lodged for 
new builds.

The report said that: “accord-
ing to the 2018 census, the oc-
cupancy rate is 1.2 people per 
dwelling in Thames, which is sig-
nificantly lower than the national 
average of 2.6.

“Regardless of which occupan-

cy rate is applied, there remains a 
substantial shortfall in the num-
ber of dwellings required to meet 
the needs of the population. 

“If we use the local occupancy 
rate of 1.2, there’s a deficit of 
2537 dwellings, and if we use 
the national rate of 2.6, it’s still a 
shortfall of 468 dwellings. There 
aren’t enough homes in Thames 
to meet the needs of the local 

population.”
Ana said between 1996 and 

2009, there were 400 consent 
applications lodged in Thames, 
but since 2010, there had only 
been 104 consents lodged.

“In comparison to other areas 
of the country, when we’re look-
ing at these graphs, there’s often 
an increase in consents to build 
houses, but there’s a shift - so, 

The Salvation Army’s Ben Willis and Ana Ika at the public meeting in Thames.                 Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

we’re not building houses, we’re 
building townhouses, whereas 
in Thames, we’re not building at 
all according to these numbers.”

Also discussed was the in-
crease in crime. 

Fifty-four per cent of respond-
ents said they would be deter-
mined to reduce crime if elected 
Prime Minister - and their de-
sires were again backed up by 
public data.

According to the report, in 
July, 2023, Thames had a crime 
rate of around 100 incidents per 
10,000 people, representing a 
significant 45.7 per cent increase 
since 2019. 

Theft from retail premises, 
burglary, motor vehicle thefts, 
and assault were among the 
highest reported criminal inci-
dents. Meth use in the Waikato 
region had also increased by 
88.5 per cent since 2020.

Ana said while a lot of the 
numbers could be “depressing 
and dark”, it was important to 
be reminded that the commu-
nity was optimistic about the 
future of Thames. 

Ultimately, the report found 
that people were the glue of the 
town.

“Overall, the community is 
aspirational for Thames in the 
future,” Ana said. “It’s shooting 
for the moon and you’ll end up 
in the stars.” 
DETAILS: To read the full report, 
visit: www.salvationarmy.org.nz/
article/state-our-communities-re-
port-2023
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MCHARDYS
PAEROA

BIRTHDAY SALE
Is Having a Sixth

Shop at your local 100% McHardys Paeroa

Promotion runs from
Dec 1st 2023 to Dec 15th 2023

62 Belmont Road, Paeroa
Phone: 07 862 8845

Email: 100mchardyspaeroa@xtra.co.nz
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WIN A
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Aroha 3+2 Lounge Suite NZ MADE
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BUY 1
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Can be made right or left hand facing
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Can be custom made to fit any size.

Available in many colors & fabrics
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Available in 2 colors (Storm & Taupe)
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RRP
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SUPERPRICE BED SHOP THAMES 543 POLLEN STREET I PH 07 211 9307
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“The playing nights are Mon-
days and Wednesdays because 
we can’t accommodate all of the 
teams in one night. It’s just a real 
mission,” she said.

“It really affects our ability to 
have a competition, and that’s 
not going to go away until we re-
place the courts. 

“It’s got to happen at some 
point - we’ve got this money 
now, we have a timeframe we 
have to use it by, so we’re just 
desperate for more money from 
anywhere.” 

Not being able to receive any 
funding from the council to cov-
er the shock shortfall had been a 
real “bone of contention,” Tara 
said, but Mayor Toby Adams 
told The Profile that council just 
didn’t have $200,000 to spare.

“We had a meeting with 
them… and they said they need-
ed to spend the [funding] mon-
ey or give it back, and we said: 
‘Well, there’s no guarantee you’ll 
get any extra funding, so it’s not 
wise to get a contract tendered 
out’.

“But I said: ‘If you ask the 
council today for $200,000, I 
can tell you the answer will be 
no. We’ve overspent everywhere 
and we don’t have $200,000 to 
spare’.

“What we did offer was to use 
myself and our staff to talk to 

their funding providers and see if 
there was an opportunity to hold 
off for a little while we worked on 
other funding arrangements.”

Mayor Adams said when coun-
cil consults on its Long Term 
Plan next year, it would be “the 
perfect time” for the netball cen-
tre to put forward a submission 
for funding.

“For this financial year, the 
budgets are already set and 
spent, so we didn’t have a spare 
$200,000 for this financial year. 
We may be able to do something, 
or get a signal that the commu-
nity was happy for us to fund 
this, through the submission 
process.” 

He did want to “take his hat 
off” to the netball centre’s com-
mittee and “to the person who 
has really been driving the fun-
draising”, he said. 

“They’ve done an amazing 
job.”

However, he said “the real kill-
er here” was timing.

“It’s been really unfortunate 
timing - getting the original pric-
ing, and then when it’s come 
time to do the work, there’s been 
such a jump in cost - that’s the 
unfortunate part.” 
DETAILS: To donate to the cause, 
contact haurakinetball@gmail.
com.

Jump in cost puts 
flooded courts on 
back foot

‘Be a book Santa’ for local tamariki
A Christmas initiative will this 

year put books in the hands of 
children who might otherwise go 
without.

Organised by the Hauraki 
Family Violence Intervention 
Network in collaboration with 
Carson’s Bookshop in Thames, 
residents are being asked to help 
foster the love of reading among 
tamariki. While perusing the aisles 
at Carson’s Book Shop ahead of 
Christmas, families wanting to 
give back can do so by purchasing 
a book at the counter for the store 
staff to collect and pass on to the 
network.

Organiser Sally Christie said 
the books will then be distributed 
to adolescents from around the 
district.

“The idea is to be a book Santa,” 
she said. “Giving a child a new 
book and the treasure of that, as 

well as the importance of reading 
to a child, or an independent 
reader having a world they can 
disappear into - this covers all of 
that.” 

Sally said books can be donated 
for new and young readers, as 
well as for older children who 
have a higher level of reading 
comprehension. She said the 
drive could also be a learning 
opportunity for parents to pass on 
the act of giving.

“In my family, books get eaten 
up,” Sally said, “and owning a 
book is special.

“Libraries and second-hand 
book stores are really valuable 
places, but we want to trigger a 
passion in young children because 
we know that [reading] improves 
oral language, literacy, and 
engagement with the world.” 

Carson’s Book Shop owner Greg 
Hampton said any book purchased 
as a donation to the drive will be 

discounted by 10 per cent. 
He said the Pollen St store had 

been involved in book drives in the 
past, and that it was something 
they were “really happy to 
support”. 

“We love the idea of books 
getting into the hands of children 
who can’t normally access them,” 
he said. “If you get children reading 
and familiar with books earlier in 
their lives, it’s proven they will do 
better at school and with literacy, 
and it’s a real disadvantage for 
children who don’t have access. 
So, the more we can encourage 
access to books in the community, 
the better off the community will 
be.” 
DETAILS: Books must be bought 
and dropped off at the counter of 
Carson’s Bookshop before Monday, 
December 18. 

CONTINUED FROM P1

Hauraki Family 
Violence 

Intervention 
Network 

spokesperson 
Sally Christie 

wants people 
to be a “book 

Santa” this 
Christmas. 

  
      Photo: KELLEY 

TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



06 THE VALLEY PROFILE, November 29, 2023   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

It’s not Christmas without a real
Courtneys’ Christmas tree!

7 Days Mon - Fri 9am-6pm
Sat & Sun 9am-7pm

Closing 12pm Christmas Eve
Buy your tree online
Order a tree for delivery, go to
www.christmastree.co.nz
Internet banking only

Delivery to Tauranga, Mt Maunganui & Papamoa
Dec 1st & every weekend thereafter

Coromandel, Matarangi, Whitianga,Tairua, Pauanui,
Whangamata, Whiritoa, Waihi & Paeroa loop

Wed Dec 6 & Dec 13
Hauraki Plains & Thames area

Tues Dec 5 & Dec 12

Courtneys’ Christmas Tree FarmCourtneys’ Christmas Tree Farm
and Decoration Barnand Decoration Barn

40 Puriri Valley Rd, Puriri40 Puriri Valley Rd, Puriri
868 6064 or 027 458 9878868 6064 or 027 458 9878
www.christmastree.co.nzwww.christmastree.co.nz

We Are Open !!!

OUR LAST PAPER FOR 2023
WILL BE DECEMBER 20TH.
We’re back January 8th with
the first paper out the 10th.
Display advertising deadline
for the January 10th paper is
Booking: Friday December 15
Copy: Monday December 18
Classified Deadline is 12pm

Monday January 8

ChristmasChristmas
MessagesMessages
ChristmasChristmas
MessagesMessages

If you wish to place a Christmas Message
in our December 20th edition, to thank
your customers and/or let them know
when you are taking a well deserved
break, contact Nikki by December 8th

P: 022 130 3885
E: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

New Season Summer

clothing and accessories.

Come and visit for your

Christmas day outfit.

Black Fern to pop in to pop-up market day
Sports fans will have the 

chance to meet Black Fern 
superstar Katelyn Vaha’akolo 
in Thames this weekend, at 
the Whakatupu Tētētkura 
pop-up market. 

The carpark by Ngāti Maru 
Ruranga on Queen St will be 
transformed with food trucks, 
stalls and entertainment - and 
of course, a guest appearance 
by the recently-named World 
Rugby Women’s 15s break-
through player of the year. 

Katelyn is just one of the 
reasons to visit the pop-up 
market, conceived and organ-
ised entirely by the Whakatu-
pu Tētētkura rōpū [group]. 

The rōpū is a three-year 
marae-based programme be-
ginning in year eight, which 
nurtures and mentors a group 
of rangatahi [youths] closely 
until the end of year 11. 

The name of the group 
means “raising young warri-
ors”, and co-ordinators Tina 
Paki and Ro Mitchell-Te Teira 
said their aim was to help 
their members develop con-
fidence, leadership skills and 
friendships in a safe space 
whilst navigating the often 
tricky transition to secondary 
school. 

“It’s connecting them back 
to their marae, their iwi, their 
whenua, their moana, their 
awa,” Tina said. 

The girls of Whakatupu Tētētkura rōpū are pulling out all the stops for an exciting fundraising market. It is their first foray into event planning, and developing 
the skills they will eventually use to plan a cultural exchange to Rarotonga.                                                Photo: SUPPLIED

“It creates an identity for 
them as well before going into 
high school. 

“And it was really beautiful 
to watch last year when we had 
our orientation, and our girls 
in our first year eight rōpū all 
gravitated towards each oth-
er.” 

This weekend’s market was 
planned by the group’s current 
year nines to raise funds for 

a cultural exchange to Raro-
tonga at the end of their pro-
gramme.  

It’s their first major fund-
raiser and an opportunity to 
practise their organisational 
skills. 

“They have to organise eve-
rything [for the exchange]. 
When we say everything: pass-
ports, travel, itinerary, flights, 
the whole lot,” Tina said. 

Along with Katelyn, the rōpū 
have also hired DJ Kiwi Beats, 
another of Thames’ rangatahi, 
to spin some tunes. And there 
will be plenty to entertain the 
whole whanau, with mussel 
fritters, face painting, candy-
floss, a white elephant stall 
and much more. 

“[It’s] for rangatahi, by ran-
gatahi,” Ro said. 

“We are big about giving our 

rangatahi opportunities. And 
Katelyn is a massive draw-
card … that’s also about giving 
our rangatahi opportunities 
to meet someone that’s a role 
model, someone to aspire to.” 
DETAILS: Pop-up market, De-
cember 2, 9am-2pm at the Ngāti 
Maru Ruranga carpark, 111 
Queen St. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -
2017 Nissan Qashqai Ti

Auto, NZ New ,1 Owner, 42km,
As New Cond.

$26,990

2000 Toyota Celica
1.8Lt Auto, Classic Coupe NOW

$8,990
JUST

2010 Citroen C4 VTR
1.6Ltr 5 Speed Manual, Low 63Kms

ONLY
$8,990

2014 Holden Cruze
SRi-Z

Top Spec, NZ New

$11,990

2014 Peugeot 308
Auto, 54Kms, Like New

ONLY
$9,990

2017 Ford Focus Sport
Low Kms

$16,990

2011 Kia Sorento CRDi
Diesel, Auto, 2WD, 7 Seater

$14,990

2015 Kia Pro-Ceed GT
6 Speed Manual, Turbo, Special Car

$13,990

‘End of an era’ for Paeroa’s The Depot
There was a lot of love inside 

The Depot, one of Paeroa’s 
most well-known antique 
stores, in the week leading up 
to its closure.

The affection owner Vicky 
Brimblecombe, as well as her 
loyal staff, had for the expan-
sive space was clear when they 
pointed out the kaitiaki owl 
perched on the rafters, and 
the walls that were painted by 
hand.

Vicky had owned The De-
pot for 20 years but the time 
had come to close the doors of 
the co-op, iconically housed in 
what used to be the old Paeroa 
bus depot.

Her whanau were at the store 
helping pack up the assortment 
of items when The Profile visit-
ed, and they said grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren were 
also armed with memories of 
the place.

“It used to be like a jungle for 
them,” they said. “And they’d 
run around it at night when 
they were closing up.” 

Vicky was also joined by long-
time friend Bev Rowe, and loyal 
workers Kim Clayton and Keith 
Newton. Kim has been helping 
at The Depot for 12 years, while 
Keith has been volunteering at 
the shop, seven days a week for 
15 years.

“I needed some bookcases, so 

I came wandering in here and 
got friendly, and [Vicky] said: 
‘Don’t be a stranger’,” Keith re-
called. As a proficient fixer of 
clocks, he has been helping at 
the store ever since, and said 
The Depot’s closure will be a big 
change for him.

The others agreed it was “the 
end of an era”.

“I remember we used to go 

up to all the auctions in Auck-
land and afterwards, we’d stop 
at McDonalds at the Bombays, 
pick up our burgers, and drive 
home,” Bev said.

“Then the next morning it’d 
be unloading and pricing.” 

When Vicky and her partner 
moved from Kawerau in the Bay 
of Plenty to Paeroa, she said they 
sat outside on the main street all 

day to watch the traffic flow.
They bought the lease from 

Tony and Joyce Webb 20 years 
ago, and opened the store up 
as an upmarket second-hand 
shop. The antiques came later, 
she said.

At the time of closing on No-
vember 19, the co-op had 12 
store-holders.

Vicky will now be moving to 

the wine-producing region of 
Hawke’s Bay - where she once 
used to travel regularly to pick 
up wine barrels for the shop - 
and thanked the community, 
her staff, and her support team 
for their help and encourage-
ment over the past two decades.

Kim Clayton, left, Bev Rowe, Keith Newton, and The Depot owner Vicky Brimblecombe say goodbye after 20 years.                Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

• Two Bedroom Villas

ENQUIRE TODAY!

On December 1, 2023, Read Bros Hard-
ware will open its doors as TradeZone 

Thames, the latest member for the Trad-
eZone Industrial Group Ltd. 

Read Brothers Hardware has been around 
since 1867, looking after the ever changing 
hardware needs of Thames and the Coro-
mandel.

As TradeZone Thames, they’ll look a little 
different, with some bold signage and crisp 
new uniforms but will continue to operate 
with the same great team you are used 
to seeing, and with an extended range of 
goods.

Owners John and Nicola are the fifth gen-
eration running the business. They have 
built their business on trust and service. 
Providing good quality products paired with 
a knowledgeable team is a winning combi-
nation.

TradeZone New Zealand, who have re-

cently celebrated 25 years as industrial sup-
ply specialists, are excited to have Read Bros 
join the group and know the store will make 
a great addition to the TradeZone Group. 
Meanwhile, TradeZone become part of the 
rich history of Read Bros Hardware Ltd.

Read Bros’ expansion into the industrial 
supply market is not too far from the Read 
Family’s original operation, John Read 
(The Founder) was a timber merchant and 
ironmonger for the growing gold town of 
Thames from 1867 onwards. 

Industrial works continued through sec-
ond generation of Reads, where Arthur 
Read operated the store and was also a con-
tractor, constructing many utilities through-
out Thames. It’s no wonder that John and 
Nicola, when looking for expansion oppor-
tunities, find themselves here, eager to sup-
ply quality trade and industrial supplies with 
service to match.

New name, same great service

ADVERTORIAL
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

The vegetable gardens at Trish and Mike’s property leads down to mature bush overlooking a stream.                         Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Rambling 
success 
for 
Rotary

Despite oppressive 
clouds and continuous 

rain, hardy green-thumbed 
garden enthusiasts took to 
the streets of Paeroa  and 
rural surrounds on Novem-
ber 18 for Rotary’s Garden 
Ramble. 

Nineteen premises 
opened their gates, sheds, 
and homes as part of the 
fundraiser event, and at-
tendees took the opportuni-
ty to admire their gardening 
visions. More than 250 tick-
ets were sold, and organiser 
Janet Tye said the event 
was a resounding success, 
with around $5500 raised. 
The funds will go towards 
Paeroa Rotary’s community 
projects.

“An absolutely wonderful 
day out - people just loved 
it. And our host gardeners 
are all exhausted but they 
loved it too,” Janet said. 

“You would have got the 
vibe, people were so hap-
py.”

Janet said the inclusion 
of live music, talks, and 
demonstrations made the 
all-day event something 
special. 

“It’s raised us to another 
level, it’s not just an ordi-
nary ramble,” she told The 
Profile. 

“The balance of it was 
pretty perfect, I don’t know 
how we could improve on it 
much, but we might come 
up with some ideas.”

Many of the gardens have 
sculptures to complement the 
planting. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A living sculpture draws the eye.

A Shaw Ave garden is a riot of colour.

Despite the weather, people turned out in droves to admire the gardens. 
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Farm 2 wheelers, 4 wheelersFarm 2 wheelers, 4 wheelers
& side by sides& side by sides

NOW IN STOCKNOW IN STOCK
Starting at $4,995Starting at $4,995 inc GSTinc GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

23 01 Valley Profile FV - 13w x18h.indd 123 01 Valley Profile FV - 13w x18h.indd 1 24/10/2023 4:59:48 PM24/10/2023 4:59:48 PM

This current mating season has seen a 
farm on the Plains experience an out-

break of spontaneous humeral fractures. 
The humerus is the upper forelimb bone 

between the elbow and the shoulder. At this 
stage, 4 per cent of the farm’s first lactation 
dairy heifers (R3s) have suffered from frac-
tures with no signs of external trauma or ac-
cidental mishap to explain the cause of the 
breaks.

Spontaneous humeral fractures in first 
calving heifers are a known issue in the 
dairy industry with the first outbreak being 
reported in 2008. It seems to appear only on 
New Zealand dairy farms with our seasonal 
pastoral systems.

Though it has been an issue for 15 years 
now, we still didn’t have a full understand-
ing of the disease process. The thought was 
that malnutrition/feed shortages, genetics 
and copper deficiency all have some level of 
effect in causing the disease.

Copper has an interesting part to play, 
while over half the affected animals are 
copper deficient, a good percentage of af-
fected heifers had normal copper level. 
Heifers with broken legs also would not look 
like deficient animals who typically present 
with rough/dull coats, poor growth and low 
production.

A PhD study out of Massey University 
was published earlier this year with some 
further understanding of this disease pro-
cess. A large number of leg bones collected 
from heifers with fractured humeri were 
compared to those of healthy heifers to see 
what differences occurred. 

They found that all affected heifers were 
suffering from osteoporosis (pathologically 
thin bones). The bones of affected heifers 
also consistently had growth arrest lines 
present. These are physical lines in the bone 

that occur when bone growth has stopped 
for some time and then restarted. The pres-
ence of these lines indicates that these indi-
viduals have suffered a period of underfeed-
ing/malnutrition during their first two years.

It is thought that a protein calorie deficit 
in particular is responsible for the growth 
arrest lines and subsequent weak bones.

Interestingly, they found that although 
many affected animals were copper defi-
cient, these same individuals had higher lev-
els of copper in their bones compared with 
unaffected animals. Copper is important in 
the formation of cross-bridges in bone, pro-
viding support. 

The increase in copper is indicative of the 
heifers attempting to lay down bone quickly 
to add structural support to the thin bones, 
however, it’s poor-quality bone. 

It was thought that it was copper deficien-
cy that was involved in causing the osteopo-
rosis. It now appears that the copper defi-
ciency is occurring as a result of the weak 
bones instead. Affected animals are using 
up their liver copper stores to make new 
bone in an attempt to provide additional 
structural support.

The biggest take-home message from this 
new research is that it’s one more reason 
why young stock need to receive good nutri-
tion, particularly sufficient levels of protein 
to enable them to form good quality bones. 

This is especially important going into 
summer as protein levels in pasture are at 
their lowest over the summer dry period.

Another takeaway is that it’s important to 
assess the copper levels of young stock and 
not just that of the herd. 

Young animals that are deficient in copper 
may be drawing copper into their bones in 
an attempt to strengthen them, forewarn-
ing possible problems once they enter the 
herd.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets

Humeral fractures no joke
By NEIL MURRAY, Farm Vet, Paeroa
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*Offer available for a limited time while stocks last at participating dealerships only. Yamaha gift pack valued at $400 is available with
every new Yamaha PW50, TTR50,TTR110,TTR125/LW, Raptor 50, Raptor 90 and Grizzly 90 purchased between 1/11/23 to 24/12/2023.

Yamaha Motor New Zealand Limited. NZBN 9429040177113.

wwwwwwwwww.yamaha-motor.co.nz
FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT:

Start them out right on the winning team!

bLUcRUgift pack
worth$400withevery funbikepurchase*

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

PL
07

10
00

8

YARDSCRAPERS

From 2mWide to 4.8mWide FEL or 3pt Linkage fittings
Fixed or Oscillating available From: $2000+GST

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &

Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,

andWater Pump Supplies &
Installations.

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Sport climbing champion 
wins water science prize
New Zealand sport climbing 

champion Sarah Tetzlaff 
has won the Waikato Regional 
Council Prize in Water Science 
for 2023. The prize recognises 
a University of Waikato stu-
dent who shows outstanding 
ability in water science papers 
taught in the Faculty of Science 
and Engineering.

Sarah combines full-time 
study with more than 20 hours 
per week training in her quest 
to qualify for the Paris 2024 
and Los Angeles 2028 Olympic 
Games, which means she often 
flies overseas to compete at in-
ternational climbing events. 

In fact, she has recently re-
turned from Bern, Switzerland 
where she competed in New 
Zealand’s first world cham-
pionship climbing team. She 
broke her own New Zealand 
open female record of 9.29 sec-
onds by completing a climb in 
8.98 seconds.

Despite her busy training 
schedule, Sarah applies her 
passion for water science to 
tertiary study and has recently 
completed a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree majoring in envi-
ronmental science. She’s now 
studying a Master of Science 
(Research) degree she began in 
July at the University of Wai-
kato. 

Majoring in environmen-
tal sciences, Sarah’s master’s 
researches the link between 

The school Envirogroup team with their bronze certificate.             Photo: SUPPLIED

The students of Miller 
Avenue School’s 

envirogroup were thrilled to 
receive confirmation of their 
Bronze Enviro School status at 
a ceremony on November 16. 

The school has been 

working toward re-acquiring 
accreditation since the 
beginning of the year, and 
students have focused on 
reducing waste and beautifying 
their learning environment. 

Guests from Hauraki District 

Council and EnviroSchools 
were greeted by a school-wide 
waiata and welcome karakia, 
before spending some time 
viewing the students’ efforts 
and discussing possible future 
improvements. 

Bronze Enviro award for Miller Ave

shallow groundwater and algae 
growth in the near-shore shal-
low water zone (<1m depth) 
along Lake Tarawera. She is 
investigating whether this 
groundwater influences al-
gae growth and also quantify-
ing the general level of energy 
production in this near-shore 
zone, which Sarah says has 
never been done before in New 
Zealand. 

This knowledge may help us 
understand the energy produc-
tion at the bottom of the food 
web (all the connected food 
chains) in lake ecosystems.

Sarah says her academic in-
terest in water emerged from 
studying papers about Antarc-
tica and water processes in riv-
ers and glaciers: “I found these 
papers extremely fascinating. 
They really opened my eyes to 
how amazing water is and its 
importance in the climate, oce-
anic and terrestrial systems. 
Since then, I have taken all the 
available water science papers 
at Waikato University.”

 Joanne Ellis, left, presents Sarah 
Tetzlaff with her award.
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Welding is a skill that can take

you places.

No experience needed.

Learn how to design, create and weld in our

spacious workshop,

FREE Level 2 qualifications available NOW.

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

ENGINEER / NOUN
(EN-JIN-EAR)

A PERSON WHO FIXES
STUFF YOU CAN’T

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Elaborate welcome in Paeroa for Governor

Lord Ranfurly, Governor of 
New Zealand, and party, 

arrived on an official visit to 
Paeroa by train and were met 
by members of the County 
Council and other leading citi-
zens. 

After a welcome by Council-
lor Cock, the party was driv-
en up to the triumphal arch, 
where elaborate preparations 
had been made for a reception. 

The arch, decorated with 
bunting, looked splendid, and 
about forty military volunteers 
formed a guard of honour. 
Around 400 children were pre-
sent on a raised platform.

After a formal welcome to 
his Excellency, the children 
sang God Save the Queen led 
by a band. After addresses 
and speeches Lord Ranfurly 
thanked the gathering and also 
stated that the development of 
the mining industry afforded 
him great pleasure. 

James Mackay, interpreter, 
then read an address from 
Hamora Tararenui, Haora Tu-
paia and Mere Kuru greeting 

The Paeroa Volunteers drawn up to welcome His Excellency, the Earl of Ranfurly, 
by the Royal Mail Hotel, Paeroa, 1899.              Photo: SUPPLIED

His Excellency and welcoming 
him to Ohinemuri. 

The Governor, in reply, stated 
that he would do all he could to 
cement the friendship between 
the two races and heartily 
thanked them for their address. 

After a round of cheering 
he spoke a few words to the 
children, approving another 
holiday for them, an announce-
ment that was greeted with ap-
plause.

His Excellency then drove to 
the Criterion Hotel and after a 
short stay there proceeded to 
Karangahake.
NEW PONTOON OPENED
An important function also 

took place at Netherton when 
a newly constructed pontoon 
was formerly declared open for 
traffic. The ferry punt had been 
built by Mr Finch, of Paeroa, 
to the order of the Ohinemuri 
County Council. The punt and 
a new road direct from Turua 
to Paeroa brought Netherton 
within 1.5 miles of Paeroa, 
making it the nearest market 
for the produce of thousands of 
acres of land.

Hundreds of boxes of butter 
were sent from Auckland, Wai-
kato, and Taranaki every week 
to Ohinemuri. This would now 
be largely eliminated.

Creameries were also to be 

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Vintage Valley News

1899

established at Netherton and 
Paeroa, and between the two 
places, there were guarantees 
of about 600 cows. 

Mrs William Moore, wife of 
the worthy member for the dis-
trict, christened the pontoon 
the ‘Advance’. After several 
speeches and a song by Coun-
cillor Stackpole, an abundance 
of viands were produced and 
done ample justice to.
NARROW ESCAPE
John Davis, while out cur-
lew shooting at Miranda, had 
a very narrow escape. While 
preparing to cross the mud in 
search of birds he laid his gun 
against a wire fence. A slight 
breeze was blowing, which 
shook the wire and the gun fell 
to the ground and went off, the 
charge ploughing through the 
muscle of the small of his back 
on the left side and inflicting 
a nasty wound. It was thought 
miraculous that he survived as 
had the charge entered a little 
higher it would have probably 
touched a vital spot.
WAIHI GROWTH

Waihī was regarded as a 
progressive little place and, 
although its buildings had not 
yet reached the sky scraper 
stage of New York and Chicago, 
they were beginning to evolve 
in that direction. Two storied 
buildings and even a three sto-
ried edifice were being erected. 

There was talk of building 
booms in Auckland and Wan-
ganui, but in Waihī for three 
years there had been great 
growth and now a movement 
was afoot to have the township 
lit up by electricity.

In Brief
STORM INQUIRY OPENS
The government has opened consul-
tation for its inquiry into the response 
to this year’s North Island severe 
water events. The  independent in-
quiry looks at the preparedness and 
response of local and central govern-
ments, communities, businesses and 
people affected by the major weath-
er events in Northland, Auckland, 
Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Tairāwhiti, 
Hawke’s Bay, and Tararua earlier this 
year. They want to hear stories from 
people who experienced the storms 
and their impacts, to better prepare 
for future events. The consultation 
closes on December 15, more info: 
consultations.dia.govt.nz. 

AA ON THE MOVE
Paeroa residents have a new home 
for licensing services as the Paeroa 
AA Driver & Vehicle Licensing Agency 
is on the move – just around the cor-
ner. From Tuesday, November 28, the 
Paeroa Agency will operate from 6 
Wharf St. All the usual AA Driver and 
Vehicle Licensing services will remain 
in the community, including theory 
tests for learners, licence renewals 
and International Driving Permits 
(IDPs). 

TRANSPORT SCHEME
Coromandel Independent Living Trust 
(CILT) has launched a new Transport 
Assistance Scheme, to support com-
munities while our roads continue 
to be repaired. CILT will be offering 
fuel vouchers to assist with the cost 
of travel when attending medical or 
WINZ appointments that are not al-
ready covered by other Government 
or ACC funding. To qualify, travellers 
must provide a valid Community Ser-
vices or Gold card and proof of ap-
pointment to the Resource Centre at 
45 Tiki Road, Coromandel Town. 
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Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $80 per cube
Gum $130 per cube

Minimum oorrdder 3 cubbees
PPhh:: 00880000 77775544 66882277

splintasfirewood Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

For organisers of Paeroa Bap-
tist Church’s annual Com-

munity Christmas Toy Appeal, 
the opportunity to provide chil-
dren in need with presents is 
already putting a smile on faces.

It’s soon to be that time of year 
when a group of Santa’s helpers 
wrap and distribute gifts to local 
tamariki, but residents are first 
encouraged to drop unwrapped 
presents under a tree in the 
newly-relocated Paeroa Infor-
mation Hub.

Gifts must be donated before 
December 8, and coordina-
tor Jill Robertson expected no 
shortage of supply again this 
year.

“Last year we wrapped 260 
gifts, and sometimes there were 
two or three things inside one 
present,” she said. “The commu-
nity was just incredibly, incred-
ibly generous… and I’m hoping 
for the same, if not more, enthu-
siasm this year.”

A dedicated team of volun-
teers will be wrapping the do-
nated presents on December 13. 
Then, the gifts will get distrib-
uted to around 20 organisations 
who supply the volunteers with 
names and ages of the young re-
cipients.

Gifts are given to children, 
aged from newborn to 12 years, 
and Jill - who is a retired teacher 
from Paeroa Christian School 
- said she’s already received a 
list of recipients from one of the 
participating schools. 

Excitement brews for 
annual toy appeal

“I do it for the children in our 
community,” Jill said, “and it 
just feels like the excitement is 
already there. This is something 
that allows people to feel like 
they’re making a worthwhile 
contribution in our communi-
ty… it’s something people can be 
a part of, big or small.” 
DETAILS: Donated gifts are to be 
new, or in excellent condition, and 
donations of wrapping paper is 
also gratefully accepted. Drop-off 
to Paeroa Info Hub, situated in its 
new location at 6 Wharf St. Place 
unwrapped gifts under the Christ-
mas tree by Friday, December 8. 
Make contact via 027 4144 853 or 
paeroabapchurch@gmail.com for 
further info.

Paintings, weaving and pottery to feature
Thames Art Gallery has quite an 

array of artists being featured 
for the month of December at 
its Tararu gallery, including 
Gary Nevin, Julie Burns-
Nevin, Cassandra Nevin, Adam 
Wharekawa and Elise Belovic.

Gary Nevin is an artist, sculptor 
and potter from Whenuakite. He 
has been making art since the 
1960s and finds inspiration in 
everything around him - he sees 
art in most things. He can turn 
any material he comes across 
into works of art, be it paint, steel, 
concrete, clay or wood.

Gary is now turning his hand to 
pottery domestic ware due to the 
economic climate, and because he 
says wheel work is “fun”. But he’ll 
still be turning out his trademark 
flying pigs and other unique-styled 
works he’s renowned for.

Julie Burns-Nevin is a 
raranga, flax weaver. The open 
weave of some of her kete bags 

represents Kupenga, a reference 
to fish nets. She is privileged to 
be the guardian, kaitiaki, of some 
varieties of harakeke flax. 

Over the years, she has been 
inspired by the unique properties 
of what each variety carries and 
works accordingly with them.

Cassandra Nevin is the daughter 
of Gary and Julie and she could 
not help but inherit the artistic 
gene from her parents. Her 
upbringing on the Coromandel is 
the inspiration of her paintings.

She enjoys the challenge 
of finding the right colour 
combinations from nature, light, 
interiors and moments. She enjoys 
using these in her paintings, 
particularly of local scenes.

Cassandra has been learning to 
throw pottery and incorporates 
these vessels in her candle making 
ventures.

Adam Wharekawa is a painter, 
photographer and sculptor. He 

grew up in South Auckland where 
he learnt to skate and his skill and 
love of the sport allowed him to 
travel, experience cultures and 
meet people from all walks of 
life. His story is reflected in all his 
artistic works. The varied works of 
these talented artists can be seen 
at Artists House, Whenuakite. 

Elise Belovic is based on the 
Thames Coast, specialising in 
stoneware pottery, which she has 
been doing on and off for the past 
10 years, in between other work.

She is renowned for her one-off 
pieces for the home and garden, 
featuring her uniquely distinctive 
colourful glazes. Elise is greatly 
inspired by the beauty of nature 
that surrounds her. Her creations 
have seen her placed highly in 
recent gallery awards in the area.
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 
Tararu Rd, open weekdays: 10am-
2pm, weekends: 10am-4pm, entry is 
free.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

December’s featured artists at Thames Art Gallery.            Photos: SUPPLIED
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For a limited time - new enrollments only are offered 3 MONTHS FREE
for over 2’s and 6 MONTHS FREE for a second child!

Please email or phone us to inquire. Some terms and conditions apply.

Paeroa Early Learning Collective
7:30am- 5:30pm

65 Belmont Road, Paeroa
Phone 078629202

email: paeroaelcollective@gmail.com
www.paeroaearlylearningcollective@gmail.com

Ngatea Early Learning Centre
7:30am-5:30pm

65 Hayward Road,
Ngatea

Phone 078677892 or 0272484144
www.ngateaearlylearningcentre.co.nz

Paeroa Early Learning Centttre
8am- 4:30pm
9 Nowra Crescent,
Paeroa
Email: paeroaelc@gmail.com
www.paeroaearlylearningcentre.co.nz
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15 Te Aroha Road, Paeroa
Phone: 07 862 7579

PAEROA COLLEGE
“Excellence in Everything”

Uniform Shop and Chromebook
Distribution:

Wednesday 31st January 11.00am-6.00pm
Thursday 1st February 8.30am-3.30pm

School is closed Monday 5th February - Teacher Only Day

School office open from 25th January
• Tuesday 30th January – Year 11-Year 13

Course Confirmation. Online bookings available, further
information will be emailed out.

• Wednesday 31st January pm - Friday 2nd February - Year 13
Camp

• Thursday 1st February & Friday 2nd February - Year 11 and
Year 12 Block Course 8.40am - 3.00pm

• Wednesday 7th February - Year 9 & all new students Pōwhiri
starting at 9.45am - all new students please assemble in the
gym by 9.00am.Returning Year 10 - Year 13 students, school
year starts at 8.40am

Late enrolment paperwork due by Friday 26th January
Scheduled enrolment interviews available for new students

from Wednesday 31st January

Welcome to 2024

Student Life
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Community spirit a focus for Paeroa Dux
Strengthening community 

spirit is something that 
Paeroa College Dux for 2023 
Grier Buchanan holds dear. 

It’s no surprise that the 
18-year-old Year 13 student 
was Head Student of Commu-
nity and received an Hauraki 
District Council OnYa Award 
for service to the community 
this month.

When asked about a signifi-
cant moment from her time at 
Paeroa College, Grier reflected 
on a special campaign she and 
a friend initiated and ran to 
promote mental health aware-
ness, raising more than $2000 
for the I Am Hope Foundation. 

“My friend and I, Jamie-Lee 
Owen, she’s the head student 
of well being… we ran an event 
called ‘Run for a Reason’ this 
year in honour of two students 
from our school [who died] last 
year,” she said.

Grier was moved by “seeing 
the community come together” 
in solidarity around something 
that was not only significant 
to her, but also to those in the 
community. “A highlight [was] 
seeing what impact you can ac-
tually have,” she said.

Grier is no stranger to giving 
her best and seeing the fruits 
of her labour come to fruition, 
but hearing her name called 
out during the Dux announce-

ment was something else.
“It was pretty overwhelming 

to be honest. That’s the mo-
ment when it hit that I was ac-
tually finishing school. I think 
it was like a combination of 
all my hard work, and I’m not 
actually gonna be seeing these 

people again,” she said.
“The whole school got up and 

did the haka, that was cool. I 
was crying.”

After a focused year of poring 
over her subjects and learning 
everything inside-out and back 
to front, she said it “felt good” 

to have accomplished this aca-
demic endeavour.

“I’ve worked really hard over 
the year, so I think for it to pay 
off is really nice.”

Her motivation for staying 
the course and studying hard 
was linked to “not putting too 

much pressure on myself”.
“I’m trying my best at every-

thing I’m doing. You can only 
try your best, you don’t have to 
go beyond that,” she said.

With subjects such as phys-
ics, biology, and chemistry up 
her sleeve, it’s a no brainer for 
Grier to follow her love of sci-
ence at university next year.

 “I’m doing a bachelor of sci-
ence next year, potentially ma-
joring in chemistry,” she said.

When asked about what op-
portunities being Dux will 
bring, Grier said it would help 
with university scholarship ap-
plications, though she has al-
ready been offered a University 
of Auckland Academic Poten-
tial Tier 1 scholarship.

“I know that it has an impact 
on Otago scholarships which is 
really cool and exciting.”

Grier wants next year’s Year 
13 students to make the most 
of their final year.

“Try not to put too much 
pressure on yourself.

“Year 12 is the stats that the 
uni’s look for scholarships and 
stuff, so Year 13 is about enjoy-
ing your year and really soak-
ing up what high school has left 
for you.”

Mikaela Hossack was named 
Proxime Accessit and received 
the Endeavour for Year 13 
award for Paeroa College, and 
third place went to Jamie-Lee 
Owen.  

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

The future is bright for Paeroa College’s 2023 Dux recipient Grier Buchanan.      Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Creating lasting, positive childhood memories.

Our small, welcoming school community encourages and enables
students to celebrate growth and success in an inclusive

and innovative environment.

Did you know that we are one of the oldest schools in the region (est
1878), rich with history and an honourable legacy of learning?

Our vision and passion are to create a positive educational
environment, inspiring lifelong learners with confidence to embrace

their uniqueness, making lasting connections with peers, local
community, and the world around them.

Life is about learning, inside and outside, in every place and every
context. If we’re not inside learning literacy and numeracy, you’ll find

us by the river exploring and applying our learning.

Our local awa (river) creates a unique learning environment
where tamariki are immersed in hands-on outdoor learning

experiences fostering values such as exploration,
problem solving, discovery, collaboration, Tikanga Māori,

environmental education and action.

Our dedicated teaching and support teams provide
individualised learning pathways, bringing all children

into the learning mindset, even when they don’t realise it
themselves.

Each child has their own unique strengths and challenges – let
us help your child be happy and fulfilled at school as we

work with whānau to model
our “be TRUE” values:“be TRUE” values:

Trust,Trust,
Respect,Respect,

UnderstandingUnderstanding
and Equity.and Equity.It would be my honour to meet you and your child or

children for a school visit or chat.
Ngā mihi nui, Lydia Lester - Principal
Enrolments available now for 2024,

start date: 7th February.
Visit: https://www.puririschool.com
Email: principal@puriri.school.nz

Call: 07 8681031

Te Kura O Awa
River School

Dive Into Learning
At Pūriri School

Student Life
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Nau mai! We run sessions for children aged 0-6 years at 5 McMillan Street on Tuesdays
and Fridays 9am - 11.30am.
Playcentre is run by parents. Our main goal is to learn and grow together with our
tamariki and to build meaningful relationships with other families in the local community.
We have amazing resources for our tamariki and offer lots of fun learning experiences.
You can find more on our Facebook page.
Everyone is welcome to visit, get in touch via Facebook, phone/text, or email Hillary.
See you soon!

Hillary 027 253 5463

Fire safety focus for students

Station Officer Leanne Cryer shows students the fire truck. 

Puriri Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade welcomed Puriri 
School students to the sta-
tion to share advice with 
students about keeping 
safe over summer. Stu-
dents have been learning 
about safety in all aspects 
related to their hauora/ 
health and wellbeing, with 
a session on water safety 
the previous week.

Students tour the station.

Denis Jouan oversees Joseph Shelford. Penny Stewart tries the breathing apparatus.
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Student Life
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Wrap around childcare 
service is a home away 
from home
Are you looking for a small home 

away from home setting for your 
childcare service? 

Or perhaps you would like your 
child to be in a space that caters to 
their specific age group?

With three local daycare centres 
in central locations, we can cater 
to the kind of childcare service that 
suits you and your family/ whanau 
needs. We are a wrap-around ser-
vice offering care and education 
from 7:30am until 5:30pm. 

Being family/whanau orientated, 
this partnership enables us to use 
your aspirations to help guide our 
curriculum, with school readiness 
being of great importance. 

At Paeroa Early Learning Collec-
tive, we have specific rooms and 
spaces designed to cater for your 
child’s age and stage of develop-
ment. 

At Ngatea Early Learning Centre 
and Paeroa Early Learning Centre 
we have mixed age spaces, ena-
bling children to learn from one 
another and be able to share the 
same play space as their siblings.

Our highly qualified staff focus 
on a curriculum that is based on 
child centered fun, learning and 
outcomes.  

We follow Ministry of Education 
policy, protocols and procedures. 

Rostering for low child-teacher ra-
tios, so your child gets the care and 

attention they need while gaining a 
better understanding of your child’s 
learning and interests.

Our teachers are an integral and 
valued part of our service, continu-
ally upskilling through professional 
development and utilising local 
support services to inform our cur-
riculum. Our teachers will genuinely 
care for and nurture your child. 

We continually self-review to im-
prove the enjoyment and education 
of your child. We believe in sound 
values, always being honest, polite 
and respectful.

For a limited time- new enrol-
ments are offered three months 
free for over twos and six months 
free for a second child! Please 
email or phone us to inquire. Some 
Terms and conditions apply.

Come in, feel welcome to have a 
look around, chat with our manag-
ers and teachers and see what our 
wonderful centres have to offer! 
Our priority is your children. So, your 
child can come and “Love, learn 
and laugh” with us! 

Paeroa Early Learning Collec-
tive, Ph 07 862 9202, paeroaelc-
ollective@gmail.com; Paeroa Early 
Learning Centre, Ph 07 862 7669, 
paeroaelc@gmail.com; Ngatea 
Early Learning Centre, Ph 07 867 
7892, ngateaelc@gmail.com. 

- Supplied by Nicola Ryburn,
 Centre Manager

Smooth transition at HPC
It is a big step from being a senior 

student in Year 8 at a small pri-
mary school to being a junior stu-
dent in Year 9 at a large secondary 
School.  

However, at Hauraki Plains Col-
lege, staff are working with the pri-
mary schools who will be sending 
students to HPC in 2024 to make 
sure the transition to HPC is as 
smooth as possible for our new stu-
dents and their whānau. 

As ever, the emphasis is on the 
wellbeing of students and their 
whānau through the process.  A big 
vote of thanks to the primary prin-
cipals, Year 8 teachers and Kāhui 
Ako Learning Support Coordinators 
for their valuable input into transi-
tion which will be explained below.

A key factor in transition is the 
sharing of information between 
schools.  Year 8 teachers have filled 
in a questionnaire for each of their 
students listing such factors as stu-
dent strengths and interests to help 
HPC staff to engage the Year 9s in 
their learning. For the same reason, 
the students themselves have filled 
in a questionnaire for their personal 
input. 

To familiarise the Year 8s with 
the large campus that is HPC, visits 
of small numbers of students have 
been arranged by the LSCs so they 
can get an idea of where everything 
is.  

First bit of information - where 
the toilets are. A photo essay of 
HPC both inside and outside the 
buildings has been prepared and 
will be shared with contributing 

schools so students and whānau 
can further their knowledge of the 
geography of the place.  

Friday 1 December is Discovery 
Day where Year 8 students and 
whānauare invited to the College.  
The Year 8s will be put into their Riv-
er Groups, meet their River Guide 
and have some valuable learning 
and some fun activities. 

All this and food as well. Whānau 
will be introduced to members of 
staff who will play a vital role in tran-

sitioning students.  A very valuable 
day that does a lot to calm nerves 
and begin the Year 8s’ HPC journey.  

The journey will continue on 
Thursday 1 February when the Year 
9s and 13s attend HPC for the wel-
coming pōwhiri and further famil-
iarisation of who everyone is, where 
everything is, how does this and 
that work. By the end of the day, 
Year 9s will be raring to get stuck 
into their time at HPC.   

- Supplied by Hauraki Plains College
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YOURONE STOP CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP
A great
range of
plants and

pots
FreeFree
giftgift

wrappingwrapping

382 Ngati Maru
Highway

Totara, Thames
OPEN 7 DAYS
8.30am to 5pm
Phone

868 7960

Looking for quality in
garden tools, watering options

and pest management?

We have the advice and products
you need to get the best from
your garden all year round.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Non planting
Day

7

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

8

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

9

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

10

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

11

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

12

Non planting
Day

13

NewMoon

14

Plant above
ground crops

15

Plant above
ground crops

16

Non planting
Day

17

Non planting
Day

18

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

19

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

20

Non planting
Day

21

Non planting
Day

22
Non planting

Day
Summer
Solstice

23

Plant above
ground crops

24

Plant above
ground crops

25

Non planting
Day

26

Non planting
Day

27

Full Moon

28

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

29

Non planting
Day

30

Non planting
Day

31

Non planting
Day

December 2023December 2023 MoonMoon
Planting CalendarPlanting Calendar

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

GardeningGardening
A daily stroll around the garden 

is one way of early identifica-
tion of any problems that may be 
developing in the garden. Catch 
them when they are small makes 
for simple solutions. Squashing lit-
tle groups of aphids or a few shield 
bugs can prevent later larger infes-
tations.

This month is about succession of 
crops especially the ones that you 
are most likely to eat plenty of. Sow 
direct, summer salad greens, spring 
onions, cucumber, beans, carrots, 
beetroot, capsicums, and eggplants. 
Pinching laterals off your tomatoes 
and peppers leaves tiny wounds 
that heal in a flash preventing vi-
ruses and bacteria getting in. This 
allows the trusses of fruit to develop 
better and promotes better airflow.

Continue to mound up potatoes 
to prevent them going green. They 
should be nearly ready for Christ-
mas Day harvest. It is also time for 
garlic and onions. These can be 
pulled and left to dry on the ground 
before storing.

Harvest and dry herbs before they 
flower. They can be hung in small 
bunches or laid out in single layers 
in a warm, dry, airy place out of di-
rect sunlight. They can also be dried 
in a dehydrator. Some herbs are nice 
to use for flavoured vinegars, one 
example is Rosemary infused Ap-
ple Cider Vinegar. Ensure the herbs 
are completely dry so there is no 
chance of bacteria forming. Sterilise 
the bottle or jar, add 2-3 stems of 
rosemary, cover with a good apple 

Catch problems while small

Pinching laterals off tomatoes and peppers leaves tiny wounds that heal in a 
flash preventing viruses and bacteria getting in.       File Photo: PIXABAY

There is a well known whaka-
tauki [Māori proverb] that 

speaks of walking backward 
into the future. 

“Ka mu, ka muri.” 
The idea that we should look 

to the past to inform our fu-
ture. And yet I wonder if this 
is quite different from letting 
our past shape or dictate our 
future.

Several years ago, I remem-
ber sitting with a young man 
and asking him what his fu-
ture looked like. His response 
was that he would be in prison. 
Perplexed I asked why. 

“Because that is my path” he 
responded. He went on to ex-
plain that everyone he knew 
who had walked the path he 
was on, everyone he knew who 
had gone to the same schools 
he had been to, everyone he 
knew who had been kicked out 
and sent to alternative educa-

A past that informs, 
not defines

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

cider vinegar to the top then seal 
the container. Shake the jar/bottle a 
couple of times then keep in a cool 
place for 3 – 6 weeks before use. It is 
good for salad dressings. This makes 
a lovely Xmas present if you use at-
tractive containers. Use whatever 
herbs you prefer, but ensure they 
are dry before starting.

If the weather predictions are cor-
rect for this summer you will need to 
be vigilant about feeding, watering 
and I advise mulching your gardens.

This applies to vegetable beds, 
around fruit trees and flowers gar-
dens. Mulch is your soils shelter. It 
keeps the moisture in, provides a 
roof over the worm’s heads, and 
drip feeds the soil life. Mulch comes 
in many forms so check out your lo-
cal garden centres for advice. Pea 
straw is one of my favourites around 

strawberries.
Liquid feed with seaweed will 

make your garden look very happy 
and promote good strong growth. 
Happy plants mean successful crop-
ping. Plant cosmos, phacelia, ca-
lendula, cornflower and more sun-
flowers. Encourage the kids to plant 
sunflowers and see who can grow 
the tallest. These are all great for at-
tracting nectar loving bees to help 
the pollination cycle. Whatever you 
are planting be it seeds or seedlings 
water well and prepare the soil with 
blood and bone and sheep pellets.

Avoid cutting the lawn too close 
it will dry out to quickly. Water the 
lawn in the evening to allow mois-
ture to soak into the roots overnight.

Happy gardening and have a won-
derful, safe Christmas and New Year.

- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle

tion as he had been… all ended 
up in prison.

For this young man, the past 
was not something to grow and 
learn from. The past was the 
thing that would decide his 
future. The great news is that 
his path did not go that way be-
cause he learned a deep truth 
that we all need. 

Our past is a great teacher, 
but our future is decided by the 
choices we make.

This is a key aspect of what 
we are teaching within our 
youth work. But before we can 
learn to choose well, we need 
to first consider what it is that 
brings us life. What are the 
things that we value and hold 
most dear. What are the things 
we hope for in life. 

Because these are the very 
things that will get us out of 
bed each morning, these are 
the things that will help guide 
our decisions, and hopefully 
the things that can shape our 
families and our future.

If you have not considered 
such questions for yourself and 
your family; the time is no bet-
ter than the present. 

Consider the things most 
dear, write them on your heart, 
write them on the toilet wall, 
put them into art and intro-
duce them to your kids. 

Because the past can inform 
our steps but its our heart and 
vision that need to shape our 
homes and our future.

- Michael Wilkes is a Living Well 
Trust Youth Worker
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2022 Toyota Highlander, LTD, V6, leather etc $59,990
2022 Toyota Hilux, SR5, 2wd auto, canopy $52,990
2021 Toyota Corolla, ZR, hatch, top spec $32,990
2021 Toyota Corolla, GX Hatch, auto $25,990
2021 Toyota Camry, GX, sedan, NZ New $28,490
2020 Toyota Corolla GX, Hybrid, hatch $26,990
2020 Toyota Yaris ZR, very low kms $25,990
2019 Toyota Rav4 Hybrid, GXL, One owner, NZ New $44,990
2019 Toyota Rav4, GX, 2wd, NZ New $32,990
2019 Toyota CH-R, Limited, NZ New $27,990
2016 Toyota Hilux, LTD, 4wd, auto, low kms $49,990
2016 Toyota Hilux, SR5, auto, 2wd, low kms $42,990
2015 Toyota Highlander, ZR, one owner $32,990

2021 Toyota Camry GX 2.5P 8AT LOW KM’s $28,990
2021 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P $25,990
2021 Kia Picanto GT-Line 1.2P 4AT LOW KM’s $19,990
2019 Toyota RAV4 GX 2.0P 2WD, NZ New $34,990
2018 Toyota Hilux SR 2.8TD 4WD $39,990
2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2.0P 2WD $29,990
2018 Kia Sportage LX+ 2.0D, AWD, NZ New $27,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P NZ New $22,990
2017 Toyota Hilux SR5 2.8TD 4WD Auto $39,990
2017 Toyota C-HR 1.8L Hybrid $37,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

2019 Toyota Corolla ZR
Hybrid Hatch

2023 Toyota Corolla GX
Wagon

THAMES PAEROA

$37,990$37,990

1.8P Hybrid
Includes

4 pre-paid
services

ONLY
2,000kms

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz

07 868 8950

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz

07 862 7674
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• Office • Sleep Outs
• Extra Accommodation

• Storage • Study
• Farm Accommodation

Available in 2 colours
10 sqm - Fully welded
galvanised steel frame

Marine Ply floor,
insulated walls & roof

3 double power points, COC,
interior/exterior light

VIC’S CABINS
WAIKATO

021 0271 6857

cabins for sale

scrap vehicles

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

electrical inspector

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

CALL THE EXPERTS

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Scrappy Vern’s is the local expert for all 
things scrap metal collection in the 

Hauraki-Coromandel area. 
Owner Vern Harding says, “anything 

metal, we take”.
“We’re scrap metal collectors. We can 

do farm clean ups and car pick-ups, any 
scrap metal we buy, copper, brass, batter-
ies, steel etc.”

With an extensive list of services includ-
ing the collection, clearing, removal, and 
recycling of metals, Scrappy Vern’s leaves 
no leaf unturned, or in this case, metal.

Scrap vehicles, old vehicles, tractors, 
machinery, anything metal they can take 
at “top prices.”

Vern is gearing up to celebrate a won-
derful milestone in 2024 as “next year 
will be 20 years” since he opened the 
door and started providing services 
across Coromandel, Thames, Ngātea, 
Paeroa, Waihī and Te Aroha.
CONTACT Vern on: 021 621 437, or pop 
in at 48 Coronation Street, Paeroa. Open 
Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm, Satur-
day 9am-12pm.

Scrap metal master looks after regions
In 2024, Vern Harding of Scrappy Verns will celebrate a mighty 20 years.              File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Storage

Storage

Trades & Services

Trades & Services

Storage

Church Notices

Handyman 

Painter 

Handyman

Death Notice Public Notices

Public Notice

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

For Lease

Cars For Sale

For Sale

For Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Health Situations Vacant

Situation
 Vacant

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

PAPER 
RUNNERS

We have a vacancy for a paper runners in 
Waihi and Tararu. Immediate Start...

Please contact Geoff via email 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

 for more information.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

SPECIAL GENERAL 
MEETING

Community Patrol 
NZ - Paeroa

(formally Night Owls)
for the election of 
new Committee

7.00pm, Wednesday 
13th December 

2023 at the St Johns 
Rooms

31 Belmont St, 
Paeroa

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Xmas meeting 
Sunday December 3, 
2pm Grahamstown Hall. 
Speaker: Kaye Moore. 
Bring a small plate.

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 
or phone 

027 227 1121

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Makers of the famous 
Golden Skin Cream
Burns, Bites, Grazes

2 or 4 legs...
07 862 9167

Eazy-Blast water 
blasting. Small jobs. 
Steps, drives, paths, 
patios etc. Text Chris 
021 0852 1825

WOODTURNERS CAFE 
is looking for a 

college or uni student 
interested in weekend 
and holiday cafe work 

over the 
summer season. 
Year 11 and over.

Variable hours and full 
training given. 

Contact Lorraine with 
expression of interest 

on 021 246 9376

Toyota Passo, 2008, 
good cond, new WoF, 
under 30,000ks. $7,000 
ono. Ph 021 167 6777

Dining table and 6 
chairs, deep freeze, 
fridge freezer, 2 china 
cabinets, double and 
single beds, washing 
machine, lge range of 
garden tools and rotary 
hoe. All must go, make 
an offer. Ph 07 867 
3222.

Venture Folding E-Trike 
2023. $3,000 ono.  
Dave 07 863 9095

signs

Waihi College is seeking multiple 
Teacher Aides 

to work in the learning support centre of the 
school and who want to make a difference in 

the lives of our tamariki.
We seek people who are passionate about 
helping students to learn, are teenager 
friendly, can build positive relationships, work 
independently and are part of a team and 
who have an acceptable Police vet check. 
These positions will commence in Term 1.
Apply with a covering letter and CV including 
2 referees to Mrs Amanda Cook (DP 
Learning Relationships) amandac@waihicol.
school.nz or P.O. Box 72, Waihi.

Applications close on the 
8th December, 2023.

For further information contact Amanda 
Cook (027) 836 1936 or email to the above 
address.
A.D.B Cochrane, Principal
This advertisement can also be found on our 
website, in the Latest News section: https://
www.waihicol.school.nz/teacher-aides-
wanted/

Join our team as Leading Hand Hauraki Rail Trail 
(HRT), where your mahi will make a real impact on 
our community's outdoor spaces.

In this role you will be leading and overseeing the 
maintenance and improvements to the Hauraki 
Rail Trail (HRT) ensuring that maintenance tasks 
are completed efficiently and to high standards.

To be successful I this role your will need, Proven 
experience in park maintenance, with a focus on 
reports, estimates, budgets, procurement, 
competency assessments, Health & Safety and 
financial forecasting.

To apply for this job go to: 
haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz/Vacancies

Leading Hand (HRT)
Te Ringa Ārah (HRT)

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings - December 2023

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be held 
during the month of December 2023 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.
Regulatory Hearings Committee  
Monday, 4 December 2023, 9.00am  
(if required)
Audit and Risk Committee
Tuesday, 12 December 2023, 9.00am
Finance Committee
Tuesday, 12 December 2023, 1.00pm
Regulatory Hearings Committee  
Monday, 18 December 2023, 9.00am  
(if required)
Council
Wednesday, 20 December 2023, 9.00am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

DAWSON, 
Nui Elizabeth:
Passed peacefully at 
Tararu Care Home, 
Thames on 23rd 
November, 2023. 
Dearly loved wife of 
Colin. Much loved 
Mum of Tekoa and 
Lisa, Kelly and Martha. 
Adored Nan of Alex, 
Kristina, Aaron, Kaitlyn, 
and Kallum, and great-
Nan of Eila.
A celebration of Nui’s 
life will be held at 
the Hauraki Plains 
Co-operating Parish 
Church, 1 Darlington 
Street, Ngatea 
on Saturday 2nd 
December at 11am, 
followed by private 
cremation.
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TGIF night out
with the
Thames

Harness Racing
Club

Fun night out for
all ages

Pick your horses,
get dressed up
and come enjoy

the fun

Bus Trip to
Harness
Races at
ALEXANDRA
PARK

Friday
15 December

2023

Phone 868-6436 or email office@hdas.co.nz
to reserve your seats on the bus

The Thames Harness Racing
Club will be running a bus to

this meeting:

Departing from
Thames High School

at 4.00pm.

Members travel FREE, Non-members only $15

ADOPTION IS LOVE

ADOPTION
THE GIFT OF LOVE

WWW.ADOPTIONISLOVE.ORG.NZ
ODN003 - Ellen Brumder Adoption Resize 1300x1800mm.indd 2ODN003 - Ellen Brumder Adoption Resize 1300x1800mm.indd 2 1/11/23 10:09 AM1/11/23 10:09 AM

SPORTS REPORTS
The pathways are strong within Valley Rugby
Yet another successful season of 

representative rugby within the 
Thames Valley Rugby Union (TVRU) 
has come to an end. Although not 
all results went our way, there have 
been many other things that we 
must celebrate. The player-pathway 
system is at the forefront of the cel-
ebrations with a number of play-
ers recognised for their outstanding 
performances, all starting within the 
Thames Valley.

Recently, Fletcher Morgan of Waihi 
Athletic Rugby Club was recognised 
from the Bunnings Warehouse Heart-
land Championship. This opportunity 
included training with the All Blacks 
7s and playing three games against 
Tonga. His selection in the All Blacks 
7s pre-season camp could lead to 
greater things, with the World Series 
and Olympic Games just around the 
corner. Fletcher also gained selection 
in the New Zealand Heartland XV; a 
team picked from local-players within 
the Heartland Championship. Fletch-
er amassed an impressive 116 points 
from just eight games, both from his 
extremely valuable goal kicking but 
also his ability to score tries from any-
where on the field.

Leroy Neels was also selected in 
the New Zealand Heartland XV. Leroy, 
who plays his club rugby for Te Aro-
ha College Old Boys, had a fantastic 
season in the Swamp Foxes jersey, 
cementing the number 9 jersey and 
starting all nine Heartland Champion-
ship matches.

Leroy earnt his Thames Valley 
blazer in 2023, surpassing 20 games 
for his province. This is an extremely 

Leroy Neels, above, the Hodgson girls, top right, Fizz Gilbert and Tim Erceg.                               Photos: SUPPLIED/TVRFU

RUGBY well deserved achievement for Leroy, 
plying his trade within the Thames 
Valley Club Rugby scene for five years 
and now getting the rewards.

Another noticeable achievement 
is the selection of Tim Erceg from 
Waihou Rugby & Sports Club who 
has been selected for the New Zea-
land Police XV. Tim has plied his trade 
within the Thames Valley since 2016, 
and again was awarded with Swamp 
Foxes selection after a great season 
within the Club Rugby scene. The NZ 
Police did play against NZ Fire and 
Emergency at College Rifles Rugby 
Club in Auckland at 2.30pm on Thurs-
day 16 November.

Oli Mathis, another member of 
the Swamp Foxes training squad was 
selected as captain of the New Zea-
land Secondary Schools team that 
travelled to Canberra, Australia re-
cently, winning both matches against 
the Australian U18s. Oli has come 
through St Josephs Primary School 
in Waihi, followed by Waihi College 
in Year 9. 

Although going to Hamilton Boys 
High School from Year 10 onwards, 
Oli is an extremely proud Swamp 
Fox supporter and acknowledges the 
Thames Valley province is where it all 
started for him. 

The Chiefs Heartland Under 20s 
was once again a very successful 
campaign to capture 18–20 year-old 
men out of our Club Rugby system. 
Exposure to a professional training 
environment, quality coaching, wear-
ing the Chiefs brand, and playing 
two quality games against Counties 
Manukau U19s and the Hurricanes 
Heartland U20s bolsters players 
expectations and standards when 

they come back to us. Congratula-
tions to Fozz Gilbert (Whangamata), 
Ihaka Harper-Dent (Coromandel), 
Torban Blok (Rugby United), William 
Hau Mirko (United), Aidon McKain 
(Rugby United), Rian Butler (Rugby 
United), Caleb Hazleton (Waihou), 
Adam Clague (Mercury Bay), Korbin 
Chwesik (Rugby United), Devyn Shee-
han (Waihou), Kellim Ropiha (Rugby 
United) and Rhys Wiki (Rugby United.

The North Island Women’s Heart-
land Competition (NIWHC) was in-
fluential in the growth of Women’s 
Rugby within the Thames Valley. To 
be considered for selection in the 
Vixens, all Women either played for 

the Hauraki North Diamonds or in the 
Coastal vs Country State of Origin se-
ries. This created a number of oppor-
tunities for Women who had previous 
restrictions to play because of where 
they lived, their age and also experi-
ence playing rugby.

The (NIWHC) then provided our 
Wahine an opportunity to represent 
their province, but also test them-
selves against the best from within 
the Heartland districts. Adriene Hodg-
son, Chey Utikere, Miranda Hodgson 
and Ruby Hodgson were all rewarded 
for outstanding performances, gain-
ing selection in the MVP Tournament 
Team. Further to this Ruby Hodgson 

also finished joint first-place on the 
competition MVP leaderboard.

As we now enter the official off-
season period, the TVRU encourage 
all athletes to begin their goal set-
ting and start working towards their 
targets. The TVRU staff are busy con-
ducting competition structures for 
2024 across all competitions, to en-
sure participants have every oppor-
tunity to achieve. We are also look-
ing forward to commencing our Club 
Road Show next week which involves 
visiting every club and discussing all 
things operational, including player 
pathways.

- Supplied by Scott Day, TVRFU

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Adapt, 4 Take a dim view of, 11 Wheat, 14 Farms, 15 Thoughtless, 16 Scribble, 19 Fluster, 20
Strip, 21 Eiderdown, 24 Imaginary, 26 Deceit, 27 Dilate, 31 Cover, 32 Concocts, 34 Xenophobia, 37 Tot, 39
Gastric, 40 Troika, 41 Unable, 42 Scum, 43 Melodic, 46 Competence, 51 Segment, 55 Navy, 56 Molars, 57
Amulet, 58 Fissure, 60 Tom, 62 At the ready, 63 Punctual, 64 Carob, 67 Circus, 68 Alpine, 69 Challenge, 74
Cafeteria, 75 Broth, 76 Journal, 81 Trapdoor, 82 Ferris wheel, 83 Humid, 84 Radio, 85 Push the boat out,
86 Lever.

DOWN: 2 Deadly, 3 Pumps, 5 Ache, 6 Equator, 7 Dahlia, 8 Mill, 9 Instinct, 10 Facade, 11 Wainwright, 12
Elba, 13 Treacle, 17 Verge, 18 Deliberate, 22 Snoop, 23 Barbecue, 25 Maestro, 26 Distant, 28 Forage, 29
Scrimp, 30 Moults, 33 Curio, 35 Admit, 36 Fiji, 38 Turn, 43 Mania, 44 Lavatory, 45 Cloned, 46 Chandelier,
47 Most, 48 Example, 49 Equine, 50 Chest, 52 Evil, 53 Mustang, 54 Narrow, 59 Get-up-and-go, 61 Caulk,
65 Liniment, 66 Venom, 67 Curator, 70 Hatchet, 71 Recoup, 72 Fresco, 73 Saline, 77 Rouge, 78 Hand, 79
Free, 80 Menu.

148
ACROSS
1 Steam burn (5)
4 A very long time
(1,5,2,7)
14 Undecorated (5)
15 Navigation aid (5)
16 Lopsided (10)
17 Sky-blue (5)
19 Mineral spring (3)
20 Slippery (7)
21 Inducement (9)
22 Coins (6)
25 Praised vociferously
(9)
27 Large serving dish
(6)
28 Earnings (6)
33 Kept in good
condition (10)
35 Lummox (3)
36 Trinket (6)
37 Pine for (4)
39 Evergreen conifer (3)
41 Receive as a heir (7)
42 Pointless (6)
43 Tight-lipped (9)
44 Topic (5)
45 Lavishness (8)
50 Sun god (2)
51 Punishment set by
court (8)
55 Deposit in kettle (5)
58 Blown instrument (9)
59 Lined up (6)
60 Exhibit (7)
61 Promissory note
(1,1,1)
63 Margin (4)
64 Gibes (6)
65 Moose (3)
66 Risky with an

uncertain outcome (5-
3-2)
68 Rite (6)
69 Licence (6)
71 Campanile (4,5)
76 Former Soviet leader
(6)
77 Too soon (9)
79 Coarse fern (7)
81 Track circuit (3)
84 Bird of prey (5)
85 Vexing (10)
86 Riversides (5)
87 Swindle (5)
88 A very small amount
compared with what
is needed or expected
(1,4,2,3,5)
89 Dull-edged (5)

DOWN
2 Baby’s bed (6)
3 Power cables (5)
5 Nautical pole (4)
6 Candidate (7)
7 Took notice of (6)
8 Earliest (5)
9 Reveal (7)
10 Business transaction
(4)
11 Adolescents (6)
12 Stop briefly (5)
13 Make bigger (7)
14 Tapering flag (7)
18 Appraisal (10)
23 Huge person (5)
24 Beat back (7)
26 Hide (7)
27 Crisp smooth
lustrous silk-like fabric (7)
29 View (7)

30 Short sleep (6)
31 Stitched design (5)
32 Bell-shaped hat (6)
34 Percussion
instrument (4)
36 Short-lived (5)
38 Military blockade (5)
40 Notable achievement
(4)
45 Brownish-yellow
pigment (5)
46 Vertical (7)
47 God of love (4)
48 Culmination (6)
49 Foundation (5)
50 Ask for (7)
52 Those next door (10)
53 Obliterate completely
(7)
54 Indict (6)
55 Walk leisurely (7)
56 Looks for (5)
57 Faction (4)
62 Association of
artisans (5)
67 Low wall by a drop
(7)
68 Exact model of (7)
70 Cocktail (7)
72 Changing
unpredictably (7)
73 Circled (6)
74 Sculpted figure (6)
75 Sleeveless jacket (6)
76 Seller’s patter (5)
78 Be worthy of (5)
80 Progress very slowly
(5)
82 Note (4)
83 Early Peruvian (4)

 SUDOKU               128

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                148

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $2950.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3195.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3295.00
Outside all of these areas: $2950.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
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NEW LISTING – 60 Vineyard Road, Te Kauwhata NEW LISTING – 415b Waerenga Road, Te Kauwhata

RE/MAX APEX

Lifestyle living on a generous 5063sqm section,
this 224 sqm home boasts 4 bedrooms, 2 bath, full
security system across the property and a large
80sqm shed. Located in Vineyard Estate, the home
is completed with a large north facing deck and hard
wired spa pool, this all modern property, is waiting its
new owners.

Don’t hesitate to call Tracy
for anyyy further information.

This summer stunner has 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
plus a completed sleepout for extended family,
teenagers or extra guests. Spanned across 1.08ha,
the landscaped and raised gardens are just coming
to fruition for the season. The heated in-ground
swimming pool is a sure winner here, perfect for all
seasons, complete with pool house.

With open homes Saturday and Sunday
(12pm-1pm) until auction day, come check out

the rural views for yourself.
Tracy

027 296 9016
Helen

021 369 634

$1,400,000 Auction 14th December

https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/
ADDRESSADDRESS - 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata- 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata
OFFICE -OFFICE - 0800 736 2920800 736 292

SPORTS

24 hours of free-throws raises funds
Aching arms may have come 

with the territory, but 
the Hauraki Heat Basketball 
team’s valiant effort to shoot 
continuous free-throws over 
a 24-hour period also scored 
them more than $5000 to-
wards a trip of a lifetime.

Between 3pm on Saturday, 
November 18 and 3pm on Sun-
day, November 19, the Hau-
raki Heat squad undertook the 
unique fundraiser, which had 
been a “childhood dream” of 
coach Rory Vitasovich.

“When I was 11, there was 
nothing more I could think of 
than basketball, and now be-
ing older I thought my dream 
could be these boys’ reality,” he 
said.

The teammates are trying to 
get themselves over to Los An-
geles in 2025 to play basketball 
against three different high 
schools - a “once in a lifetime 
opportunity” to play the popu-
lar sport in the USA.

“We would also be able to 
watch the Los Angeles Lakers 
and take in the California ex-
perience,” Rory said. 

The team is made up of 15 
and 16-year-olds from Hauraki 
Plains College, as well as Ro-
ry’s youngest son, 13-year-old 
Dayton. During the 24-hour 
free-throw-athon, nine players 
shot consistently in 20 minute 
blocks. 

They opened the challenge 

Between 3pm on Saturday, November 18 and 3pm on Sunday, November 19, the Hauraki Heat Basketball 
squad shot continuous free-throws as a fundraiser.        Photo: SUPPLIED/BEVS BROADCASTING

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

up to the public on Sunday and 
had around 10 members of the 
community come and shoot in 
blocks of 10 minutes.

“The most difficult part of 
the challenge was the block 
between 6am until 9am as the 
boy’s arms were feeling it by 
then, but having family and 
community support show up 
at 10am helped inspire them to 
make it through,” Rory said.

“The most productive part 
was between 1am and 4am 
where the boys got on a roll, 
and Ryan Tagomoa managed 
to get 24 in a row and finish 
the challenge with 75 per cent 
accuracy over 1800 shots. Also 
around that time we were hav-
ing streaks of 20, 18, 15, and a 
whole heap of eights in a row.

“I am extremely proud of 
these young men who showed 

a whole heap of mental tough-
ness and supported each other 
the entire time.”

Rory, a basketball player 
himself, said he had always 
taken pride in his own free-
throws, which  are unopposed 
attempts to score points by 
shooting from behind the free-
throw line.

“If you ask the boys what the 
coach says, it will be: ‘The free 

throw is the most important 
shot in the game’. They are way 
better free-throw shooters now 
and all of them improved each 
time they stepped to the line,” 
he said.

The squad managed to raise 
around $5500 undertaking the 
challenge and Rory said they 
would like to thank all those 
who sponsored the boys. 

“We still have a fair way to go 
but are confident we will make 
it,” he said. “We are available 
to do any odd job around the 
community for sponsorship, 
like painting, fire wood, help 
on farms, lawn mowing, any-
thing that needs to be done.

“I would also like to thank 
Cindy Saxon and Karma Vi-
tasovich, who helped make this 
possible but also again to the 
boys, who I believe embody 
the essence of teamwork and 
toughness.”
DETAILS: To help with sponsor-
ship and getting Hauraki Heat 
to the USA, contact the team by 
finding Hauraki Heat Basketball 
on Facebook or contact Rory on 
027 200 4413.

“Having family and 
community support 

show up at 10am 
helped inspire them to 

make it through” 
- Rory Vitasovich


