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New quarry ‘outrage’New quarry ‘outrage’
There’s a quarry in the 

hillside of the pictur-
esque Waitawheta Valley. 

Residents are accustomed 
to its operations, which have 
been managed by HG Leach 
since the late 60s, but the 
proposal of an adjacent sec-
ond quarry - one that would 
take the place of 113 hectares 
of farmland - has started to 
raise concerns.

“They’ve brought the fight 
over to our side now,” one 
local said.

Environmental repercus-
sions, lowering property 
values, as well as noise and 
visual impacts, are a few rea-
sons why a group of Wait-
awheta residents are want-
ing to spread the word about 
the proposal, which is yet to 
have a resource consent ap-
plication lodged with Hau-
raki District Council.

They want to make sure 
that when an applica-
tion has been submit-
ted, council will make 
it publicly notifiable, 
meaning the proposal 
would be open for sub-
missions by all.

“There’s about 30 
people [concerned], and 

I think the majority of 
those people have already 

said something to council… 
and we’re only just getting 
started,” Steve Erickson 

said.
“There’s just no need to 

come over here when there’s 
still rock over there,” Llyod 
Mercer added.

Steve and Lloyd are both 
long-term residents of the 
Waitawheta Valley. Lloyd - 
who was a previous employ-
ee at the Waitawheta quarry 
- has a property which will 
overlook the new site.

Not only do they fear the 
new quarry on Spence Rd 
- which adjoins the Wait-
awheta River - will lower 
property values, but they 
are concerned that there is 
a Significant Natural Area 
[SNA] on the proposed site, 
“as well as many rare species 
of plants and animals”. 

“They haven’t thought it 
through,” Steve said. 

“We want to protect this 
place because we’ve got a 
beautiful spot here.”

HG Leach chief operating 
officer Mark Baillie said the 
company’s application for 
the new quarry, south-west 
of Waihī, avoided the SNA 
on the proposed site. 

The company had sought 
advice from “a number of 
technical experts” in relation 
to the development of the 
quarry, he said.

“The resource is not some-
thing that we can control 
the location of; however, we 
have been mindful of the

CONTINUED ON P6

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A second proposed quarry adjacent to HG 
Leach’s existing Waitawheta operations 
would take the place of 113 hectares of 
farmland. 
RIGHT: Steve Erickson and Llyod Mercer are 
are concerned about a second quarry in the 
Waitawheta Valley.        Photos: KELLEY TANTAU
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To determine tide times at the following
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listed in the calendar.
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
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Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 

Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Hauraki 
Plains Motors ad.

CONTACT US
The Valley Profile is delivered 
weekly to letterboxes in the  

Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, 
Thames, Thames Coast, plus 
bulk distribution peninsula-

wide. Our focus is 100% local 
community news. 

‘THE PAPER PEOPLE READ’
NEWS/EDITORIAL

Publisher/Editor Teresa Ramsey
Ph 0204 0944 853 

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau

Ph 022 619 4889
kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Alice Parminter

Ph 022 527 0988
alice@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Advertising Manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 

Feature Writer Davidda Hikatangata
Ph 022 174 3988

davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz
2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA

Ph 07 862 7077
FIND US ONLINE:

www.valleyprofile.
co.nz or 

download the 
Coromandel App 

on your smart 
phone

New Valley Profile feature writer called home
Family, community, and 

less time sitting in city traf-
fic are some of the things that 
have called me back to my 
home town of Paeroa.

Kia Ora, my name is Davidda 
Hikatangata and I am the new 
Feature Writer at the Valley 
Profile. I am really passionate 
about working in the commu-
nity I grew up in, finding out 
who people are and what they 
love to do. 

The opportunity to talk with 
people from all over the region 
and find out their stories gives 
me a feeling of connectedness. 

I cannot believe how much 
goes on in our region, so many 
wonderful events and inspira-
tional stories from our people 
here.

At The Profile, I will be work-
ing closely with our editor, 
Teresa Ramsey, and advertis-
ing manager Nikki Sanders to 
gather those wonderful adver-
tising feature stories, adverto-
rials and news stories from lo-
cal people, groups, events and 
businesses.

The majority of my school-
ing life was spent at Paeroa 
College, and prior to that, Ti-
rohia Primary School, which is 
where I got to hone my love of 
writing with our Tuesday letter 
writing sessions. At one point I 
was pen pals with the late Sir 
Edmund Hilary (and I even re-
ceived my fax license when he 
replied to my first ever fax!), 
received some tips from leg-

endary news presenter Judy 
Bailey, and a postcard from my 
childhood hero, Suzy Cato.

I have lived in Auckland for 
the past six years, mostly for 
the music scene (and because 

it saved me a bit of time and 
money not having to travel 
there every weekend!) Being 
a lover of music, going to gigs, 
and crafting my own music 
made it feel like a no-brainer to 

head to the city.
Weekends and evenings were 

filled with the sounds of my fa-
vorite artists, and sometimes, a 
bunch of friends. 

I met lots of people who were 
the same as me, wanting to 
spend time with other musi-
cians, crafting songs and put-
ting together big elaborate mu-
sical concoctions. 

This was and is still one of my 
big passions! However, it does 
not replicate or come close to 
the feeling of being back home 
with the people I love. Lucky 
for me, I come from a musical 
family, so one or more of us are 
always gigging somewhere. 

Speaking of family shin-digs, 
from time to time you will 
catch me on the drums and 
singing backing vocals with my 
cover’s band, King Cool. 

Led by my brother, Kristian 
Bennett, on guitar and vocals, 
and joined by our friend Ty 
Gage on the bass, we are gear-
ing up for summertime corpo-
rate functions, weddings and 
other celebrations, so keep an 
ear out for us.

I’m happy to be back home, 
hoping to write more songs 
and hopefully meet you and 
hear your story.
DETAILS: Contact Davidda for 
information about advertorials 
or advertising features for your 
business, club or community or-
ganisation: Ph 022 174 3988,  
email: davidda@valleyprofile.
co.nz.

Davidda Hikatangata is The Profile’s new feature writer. 
Photo: DAVE MIDDLETON
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It’s not Christmas without a real
Courtneys’ Christmas tree!

7 Days Mon - Fri 9am-6pm
Sat & Sun 9am-7pm

Closing 12pm Christmas Eve
Buy your tree online
Order a tree for delivery, go to
www.christmastree.co.nz
Internet banking only

Delivery to Tauranga, Mt Maunganui & Papamoa
Dec 1st & every weekend thereafter

Coromandel, Matarangi, Whitianga,Tairua, Pauanui,
Whangamata, Whiritoa, Waihi & Paeroa loop

Wed Dec 6 & Dec 13
Hauraki Plains & Thames area

Tues Dec 5 & Dec 12

Courtneys’ Christmas Tree FarmCourtneys’ Christmas Tree Farm
and Decoration Barnand Decoration Barn

40 Puriri Valley Rd, Puriri40 Puriri Valley Rd, Puriri
868 6064 or 027 458 9878868 6064 or 027 458 9878
www.christmastree.co.nzwww.christmastree.co.nz

We Are Open !!!

Blackout Sale.

50%
off.
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Remembering ‘wahine toa’ Karly Forsyth
In 17 short years, Karly Marie 

Forsyth left an impression on 
the people she met.

Evident in her family, proud of 
the woman she had become; in 
the friends, who will cherish the 
schooltime pranks and hilarity; 
and in the rugby teammates, who 
were awed by her physical prow-
ess and passion, Karly Forsyth 
was an inspiration, in every sense 
of the word.

Karly was farewelled on Novem-
ber 3, and while there wasn’t a dry 
eye left in the Ngatea War Memo-
rial Hall, burgeoning with people 
who knew the teen “pocket rock-
et”, there were also stories that 
elicited laughter, like the ones told 
from long-time friends Brooklyn 
Nicholson, Jamie Kennedy, Cade 
Paton, and Chris Lourens.

“We are going to miss push-
ing you into every bush we walk 
past. We are going to miss put-
ting rocks and bark in your bag 
and seeing how long it takes you 
to notice. We are going to miss 
losing you in a crowd of Year 9s at 
school. We are going to miss play-
ing with your crutches and slings 
every second week. We are going 
to miss you laughing at stuff that’s 
not even funny. 

“Most of all,” they said, “we will 
miss you.” 

Karly, a 17-year-old passionate 
about sports and known for her 
wit and humour, had recently re-
ceived a devastating diagnosis of 
a rare and aggressive form of can-
cer. She passed away on October 
28. But in 17 years, Karly grew 

into a dedicated and determined 
wahine toa. Hailing from a strong 
sporting family, Karly didn’t let 
injuries stop her from making an 
impact on the rugby field.

Gavin Flint, from Hauraki North 
Rugby Club, told of how Karly be-
came the first young woman to 
wear the Number 9 jersey when 
the club established its first wom-
en’s rugby team in its history, 
dubbed the Diamonds.

She ran on to the field as part 
of the first ever Diamonds squad 
in their first ever game earlier this 
year, and played at half-back. 

“She’d be an inspiration to every 
young girl coming through our 
school system at the moment,” 
Gavin said. “If you want inspira-
tion, look to Karly Forsyth. She 
had amazing determination, a 
lovely personality, a good work 
ethic… everything you want in a 

good role model. 
“Karly girl, no matter how many 

girls wear that Number 9 jersey in 
the future, you will always be the 
first. You will always be remem-
bered. It will always be your jer-
sey.”

A 12-hour walkathon around 
the Hauraki North fields has been 
planned to remember Karly’s spir-
it and legacy. It will be held from 
8am on Saturday, December 2, 

In 17 years, Karly Forsyth 
became an inspiration to 
her peers and fellow rugby 
players.               

Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

with all donations going to Star-
ship Hospital and Ronald Mc-
Donald House.

Club president Andrew Wil-
liams said anyone of any age was 
welcome to take part. The 12-hour 
walk dubbed ‘Ks for Karly’ could 
even be divided between team-
mates, he said. 

“We’ve got an opportunity here 
to get out in the community and 
acknowledge what has happened.

“[Karly’s parents] Brad and 
Ange have done so much for us, 
so we wanted to create an event 
that did something for them and 
something for Starship as well.” 

Individuals and groups wanting 
to enter, and those interested in 
donating or providing spot prizes, 
can do so by contacting Hauraki 
North Rugby Club on Facebook.

Karly’s family told The Profile 
they were grateful for the commu-
nity’s continuous support.

“On behalf of our family, we 
would like to say a huge thank 
you to family, friends and the lo-
cal community for their aroha, 
support, and generosity during 
Karly’s battle with cancer and the 
ongoing support we are still re-
ceiving.”

Karly was the daughter of Brad 
and Ange (nee Hancock), and the 
strong and cheeky little sister of 
Lara. All of those who knew Karly 
agreed, her legacy will live on.
DETAILS: Ks for Karly, Saturday, 
December 2, 8am to 8pm at Hau-
raki North Rugby Club, Waitakaruru. 
Email haurakinorth@hotmail.com 
to enter and/or donate.
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Ruby Molloy
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Education
New deputy ready to make a difference
Thames High School’s new tu-

muaki tuarua has started his 
tenure with a “rewarding” few 
weeks in the role.

Christopher Ashforth has taken 
over as the school’s deputy princi-
pal this month, bringing his “vast 
experience” and “positive influ-
ence” to the job.

Mr Ashforth trained at Auck-
land University, gaining a Gradu-
ate Diploma in Teaching before 
moving on to work at Mount Al-
bert Grammar, Selwyn College, 
and Saint Kentigern College, 
where he taught as a visual art 
teacher specialising in pho-
tography for senior stu-
dents. 

In 2017, he became 
the Head of Learning 
for visual art at Tan-
garoa College. 

There, he took on 
new challenges, be-
coming a Dean and 
moving through the 
different year levels 
of Year 9 to Year 13. 

In 2022, he started 
studying for a Masters de-
gree in Secondary Leadership 
at Victoria University, which in-
spired him to make a difference in 
other communities. 

“During a visit to Thames to see 
my mother and father-in-law, my 
family and I were captivated by 
the stunning mountains, scenery, 
and the close-knit and supportive 

com-
m u -

nity,” he told 
The Profile. “My primary objective 
[as tumuaki tuarua] is to make a 
positive influence on the students 
and the community, just like the 
staff members are currently doing. 
Secondly, to finish my Masters of 

Secondary School Leadership and 
apply the acquired knowledge and 
experience to support the continu-
ous development of Thames High 
School. Lastly, I look forward to 
learning from my experienced col-
leagues in the Senior Leadership 
team, as they have a lot to offer.”

Thames High tumuaki [princi-
pal] Michael Hart said it was “fan-
tastic” to have Christopher joining 
the staff.

“Christopher brings a vast ex-

perience from a wide range of 
schools, and has great attributes 
for the role,” he said. “His experi-
ence in both curriculum and pas-
toral care leadership means he has 
the right stuff to be an effective 
leader of our junior school, and 
provide leadership and support 
to our pastoral team. At the heart 
of all our roles is the ability to en-
gage with our diverse community, 
and form caring and trusting rela-
tionships with staff, students and 

 Thames High’s new tumuaki tuarua Christopher Ashforth was welcomed at 
a powhiri at the school this month.                           Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

whānau. Within the two weeks 
he has been with us, he has al-
ready made strong connections 
with our team, and has taken the 
time to connect with taiohi [young 
people]. We know he will make 
a great contribution to our team 
and school.”

The deputy principal role be-
came available as the school’s in-
cumbent, Natalie O’Neill, made 
the decision to dedicate herself to 
her family and the family farming 
business. 

Mr Hart said the school was 
“lucky to have had a very strong 
field of candidates”.

“Christopher exceeded the 
board’s expectations for a pas-
sionate educational leader, who 
has a clear vision for education. 
He has a strong commitment to 
giving effect to Te Tiriti o Wait-
angi, and strengthening our cul-
turally responsive approach to 
wellbeing, learning and teaching. 

“Our student council met all the 
candidates and were impressed 
with Christopher’s interest in 
them, to form connections and 
listen to them. 

“It is clear that his experience 
and his formal educational lead-
ership studies mean he has a 
good grasp of the challenges and 
opportunities for our school. His 
insights into what works in other 
schools and understanding of best 
practice is an asset we are fortu-
nate to have secured.”



Chair of the Ngāti Paoa Iwi 
Trust Herearoha Skipper said 
Ngāti Paoa was on a journey to 
settle its grievances and strength-
en its identity as a people.

“It is important the wider com-
munity understands what hap-
pened at Pūkorokoro in 1863, and 
the impact this had on us as a peo-
ple,” he said.

“The invasion and killing of our 
people was bad enough, but it 
was made worse by the fact a fort 
was built and given the name ‘Mi-
randa’ after the warship, replac-
ing the name Pūkorokoro. It was 
only in 2015 that the joint name 
‘Pūkorokoro/Miranda’ was offi-
cially recognised.”
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Acknowledging the history of Pūkorokoro
A day of commemoration – He 

Rā Maumahara – was held by 
Ngāti Paoa earlier this month to 
remember the bombardment of 
its kāinga at Pūkorokoro 160 years 
ago by a naval warship.

On a journey to settle its griev-
ances and strengthen its identity, 
the Hauraki iwi is sharing and ac-
knowledging its “sad history”.

On November 3, 1863, boats 
from the HMS Miranda fired 
shells and rockets at a Ngāti

Paoa kāinga [village] at 
Pūkorokoro, exploding a whare 
and killing Ngāti Paoa men, wom-
en and children, and causing the 
rest of the inhabitants to flee.

Twenty days later, on November 
23, 44 officers and 922 men from 
the 12th and 70th Regiments, 
Waikato Militia, Auckland Naval 
Volunteers, and 54 cavalry of the 
Colonial Defence Force - dubbed 
the Thames Expedition - disem-
barked just south of Whakatiwai.

From there, the troops marched 
along the beach to Kaiaua, crossed 
several streams and swamps, and 
ascended a fern ridge before de-
scending to Pūkorokoro, the jour-
ney taking more than seven hours.

They found the area had been 
occupied by Māori who had de-
camped, leaving their equipment 
and with fires still alight. Tents 
were pitched and scouting parties 
sent out. Later, the troops set fire 
to the considerable area of fern 
around the camp, clearing several 
100 acres of land.

The unjustified invasion in No-
vember, 1863, was part of a cam-

At the 160th commemoration, a pōwhiri drew roughly 500 guests to Ray’s Rest Reserve.              Photo: AOREWA CREATIVE

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

paign to take over land, set up mil-
itary redoubts, and quash Māori 
Kingitanga resistance. 

The bombardment of 
Pūkorokoro and the history of 
violence against Ngāti Paoa was 
acknowledged in Parliament in 
June this year, when the Ngāti 
Paoa Claims Settlement Bill was 
read for the first time. 

The Bill gives effect to the Ngāti 
Paoa Deed of Settlement, which 
Ngāti Paoa signed with the Crown 
in March, 2021.

At the time, Coromandel MP 
Scott Simpson told Parliament 
that a “terrible act” was inflict-
ed upon Ngāti Paoa people at 
Pūkorokoro, where a vessel of the 
Crown, of the Royal Navy, came 
into the Firth of Thames and fired 
cannon into the marae and into 
the pā. “There was death, there 
was desecration, and there was 
harm and damage that was done, 
and then they had the audacity 
to sail away having inflicted that 
terrible crime, to sail away then 
and rename that area Miranda in 
the name of that vessel. That was 
wrong,” he said.

At the 160th commemoration, 
a karakia was held at Pūkorokoro 
Bridge, and a pōwhiri drew to-
gether roughly 500 guests to Ray’s 
Rest Camping Reserve. Waka 
tāngata drew up to the shore and 
conducted a haka.

Preva Jackson, who helped or-
ganise the commemoration, said 
it was important the community, 
and particularly the tamariki, 
learned about Pūkorokoro’s “sad 
history”. Tamariki from schools 
across Kaiaua, Mangatāwhiri, and 
Waitakaruru were in attendance.
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ADOPTION IS LOVE
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THE GIFT OF LOVE
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THE DENTURE CLINIC
BY

SUE MERRICK
for

Mobile Service Available
(Home / Resthomes)

Ph: 0800 295 900

• Full Dentures • Partial Dentures
• Re Lines • Repairs

• Mouth Guards • WINZ Quotes
• Insurance Claims

ByAppointment
PAEROA - Mondays
The Wellness Clinic
Martin Street

WAIHI - Tuesdays
The Waihi Family Doctor

41 Kenny Street

New public housing for Thames
Work started last week on eight 

new Kāinga Ora homes in 
Thames, which the organisation is 
saying will help meet the need for 
public housing in the district.

The two and three bedroom 
single storey homes are expected 
to be completed early next year, 
adding to the 208 public housing 
Kāinga Ora homes in the Thames-
Coromandel.

At 110-112 Harvey Crescent, 
four two-bedroom homes 
will replace two houses, 
while at adjoining 
sections at 736 
Mount Pleas-
ant Rd and 
125 Harvey 
Crescent, two 
two-bedroom 
and two three-
b e d r o o m 
homes will re-
place two exist-
ing houses, with 
all four current 
houses built in the 
early 1960s.

The eight new homes are being 
built offsite in a factory and will 
be transported to the sites where 
they will be installed and connect-
ed to services, and have porches, 
decks and fencing built. 

They will be low maintenance, 
fully insulated and have double 
glazing, carpets and curtains, 
along with a fenced outdoor area 
and allocated off-street parking.

A further four houses are also 
planned for 820-822 Mount 
Pleasant Rd, and a single house 
at 302 MacKay St, with work for 
these houses expected to start on 
site early next year with comple-
tion by the middle of 2024.

An artist’s impression of the new home 
planned for 302 MacKay St, Thames. LEFT: 
Kāinga Ora’s Darren Toy.       Images: SUPPLIED

environment throughout the de-
sign process.”

In a letter sent to residents with-
in 1km of the proposed site, HG 
Leach said its Spence Rd quarry 
would be designed to ensure 
compliance with Hauraki Dis-
trict Council’s noise standards. It 
would operate between Monday-
Saturday, 6am to 6pm, and Sun-
day, 7am-1pm.

The company is also proposing 
to undertake “screen planting” 
to reduce the visual impact of the 
quarry from nearby Franklin and 
Hume Rds.

Mark said HG Leach was not 
able to confirm the extent of the 
resource remaining in the exist-
ing quarry, and that the Spence Rd 
proposal was “more economically 
viable in comparison”.

He said the company took “the 
wellbeing of the community seri-
ously”.

“At a local Waihī level, the 
Spence Rd quarry will service the 
local aggregate market, helping 
to contain input costs across the 
construction sector. In addition, 
the quarry will minimise overall 
costs associated with transporting 
aggregate to the Tauranga and Co-
romandel markets.

“It is important to retain the 
quarrying activity in the local 
economy, keeping the jobs locally 

and supporting other businesses 
in the economy.”

A Hauraki District Council 
spokesperson confirmed the pres-
ence of a Significant Natural Area 
on the Spence Rd farmland and 
said it was aware of HG Leach’s 
proposal to establish a second 
quarry there.

They said no resource consent 
application had yet been received 
by council.

Once a completed application 
had been received, an assessment 
would be carried out to deter-
mine which processing path was 
required to be followed – non 
notified, limited notified (to spe-
cific potentially affected parties) or 
public notification (open for sub-
missions by all). 

If limited, or fully notified, a 
hearing will be held to consider 
the application and any submis-
sions received, and to make a deci-
sion on the proposal.    

“One big concern is that councils 
have the ability to make a consent 
for the quarry non-notifiable. This 
should not be allowed,” Steve said. 

“We’re outraged, really, that 
[HG Leach] would even consider 
this, so we want to be sure it’s 
publicly notified and the council 
doesn’t just push it through, that’s 
our emphasis for now.”

D a r r e n 
Toy, region-

al director 
Bay of Plenty 

for Kāinga Ora, 
said the houses 

would be welcomed by 
those most in need of a place to 

call home.
“With 81 whānau on the Hous-

ing Register in Thames-Coroman-
del, there is a real need for these 
houses and it’s great to see work 
starting, with quick completion of 
these first eight homes early next 
year through the innovative use of 
offsite manufacturing.

“By making better use of our 
existing land we can replace old 
houses built over 60 years ago on 
large high maintenance sections, 
with more warm, modern homes 
which are better suited to how 
whānau live today,” he said.

“These are the start of a pipeline 

of new public housing for Thames, 
with 38 houses currently either 
underway or in early planning 
stages.”

According to Kāinga Ora, all 
proposed buildings will be built 
within the local council’s district 
plan requirements and will take 
into consideration boundary lines.

The agency said it had a “spe-
cialist team” who matched homes 
to people most in need from the 
Housing Register. 

Existing connections to the 
community, like work, schooling 
or family would be considered, as 
well as assessing who would “be a 
good fit” with those already living 
in the area, it said. 

The whānau who lived in the 
old homes would move to other 
Kāinga Ora homes as suitable ones 
are found. They would have the 
opportunity to return to live in the 
new homes, if they wished.

Quarry proposal 
brings ‘fight to 
our side’
CONTINUED FROM P1
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan Qashqai Ti
Auto, NZ New ,1 Owner, 42km,

As New Cond.

$26,990

2000 Toyota Celica
1.8Lt Auto, Classic Coupe NOW

$8,990
JUST

2010 Citroen C4 VTR
1.6Ltr 5 Speed Manual, Low 63Kms

ONLY
$8,990

2011 Kia Cerato SX
2.0Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Top Range Model

$11,990

2010 Nissan Serena
Highway Star

8 Seat Auto, Superb Condition

$11,990

2017 Ford Focus Sport
Low Kms

$16,990
2011 Kia Sorento CRDi

Diesel, Auto, 2WD, 7 Seater

$14,990

2015 Kia Pro-Ceed GT
6 Speed Manual, Turbo, Special Car

$13,990

Recreational boat ramp completed at Kōpū
Recreational boaties envi-

sioning an easier access 
into the Firth of Thames from 
Kōpū will have a clearer picture 
as construction finishes on the 
new ramp at the much-antici-
pated marine precinct.

Contractors and council staff 
were down at the Kōpū Marine 
Servicing and Business Pre-
cinct last week to hear the latest 
updates on the $15.3m project.

Urban Solution’s Lorenzo 
Canal said the two-lane recrea-
tional boat ramp was a regional 
one - meaning it also catered 
to boaties from around the 
rohe [area], and formed part 
of the “network of boat ramps” 
around the Thames-Coroman-
del district. 

He said the contractors and 
workers on site had been “very 
diligent” as the project neared 
the final six months of con-
struction.

“From the early part [of con-
struction], we had some pretty 
horrendous weather, so the 
people on the ground have 
shown real grit and determina-
tion in getting this done,” he 
said. 

Work on the rest of the pro-
ject is progressing well, with 
the piling barge having started 
the seaward-side pile-driving 
operations on the commercial 
wharf. 

The target date for the com-
mercial slipway to be complete 
is the end of December this 
year, while the commercial 

wharf is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of March, 
2024.

Fulton Hogan will return in 
early 2024 to complete the car 
park surface, King St paving 
and Quay St entrance widen-
ing.

When it’s finished, the facil-
ity will consist of an 80m long 
commercial wharf and floating 
pontoon enabling in-water ma-
rine servicing and vessel load-
ing; an expanded, unsealed 
haul-out; an upgraded, con-
crete reinforced slipway; and a 
public boat ramp and car park.

The whole precinct is now 
due to be completed by mid-
2024 - with Mr Canal saying 
they wanted the entire facility 
to be finished before any of it 
was open to the public.

Thames-Coromandel Mayor 
Len Salt said he was excited 
to see the progression of the 
marine precinct, and that the 
development’s milestones, cou-
pled with news that the broken 
Coromandel roading network 
will soon be repaired, provided 
residents with an additional 
boost.

“This last week or two, we’ve 
reached a pivot point of news 
coming through that turns a 
corner [for the district]. There’s 
a new sense of optimism and 
hope that I have not seen liter-
ally for 10-11 months.”

He said council was building 
up the district so that it would 
be “in better shape for the fu-
ture”.

Urban Solution’s 
Lorenzo Canal, 

left, discusses the 
boat ramp project 

alongside TCDC 
Mayor Len Salt. 

RIGHT: The two-lane 
recreational boat 

ramp will form part 
of the “network 
of boat ramps” 

around the Thames-
Coromandel district.      
Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030 | KOPU 07 868 5007
PAEROA 07 8627295 | WAIHI 07 863 8684

www.franklinvets.co.nz

DATE:
28th of November 6-8pm

VENUE:
Franklin Vets Paeroa,

3 Puke Rd
Notes and light refreshments included

LEARN ABOUT:
• Facial Eczema
• Trace Elements
• Drenching
• Flystrike
• Our Lifestyle

Healthcare packages

RSVP:
24th of Nov 07 862 7295

ges

CURRENT
CLIENTS

Get $50 discount on
your next lifestyle
visit if you bring a
non-client friend

along.

Come to our
FREE information evening
for Lifestyle Block Farmers

Lifestyle Info Evening Nov23.indd 1Lifestyle Info Evening Nov23.indd 1 16/11/2023 11:55:30 AM16/11/2023 11:55:30 AM

*Offer available for a limited time while stocks last at participating dealerships only. Yamaha gift pack valued at $400 is available with
every new Yamaha PW50, TTR50,TTR110,TTR125/LW, Raptor 50, Raptor 90 and Grizzly 90 purchased between 1/11/23 to 24/12/2023.

Yamaha Motor New Zealand Limited. NZBN 9429040177113.

wwwwwwwwww.yamaha-motor.co.nz
FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT:

Start them out right on the winning team!

bLUcRUgift pack
worth$400withevery funbikepurchase*

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

The Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club 
is gearing up for its annual Crank 

Up Day to be held this weekend. 
Featuring live displays of vintage 

tractors and machinery, memorabilia, 
and sheep shearing, club president Neil 
Fitzgerald said the day was for anyone 
interested in taking a look at the old 
classics. 

Neil was an earthmoving contractor 
for 56 years and owns his own assort-
ment of vintage machinery, including 
several tractors, bulldozers, draglines, 
a stationary baler, and other earthmov-
ing “toys”.

But those coming along to the Crank 

Up Day, or who want to join the club, 
don’t need to have amassed their own 
collection, he said. 

Instead, both the annual event and 
the club are great opportunities for a 
social gathering for all ages.

With tractor rides for the kids, food 
and drink for sale, the Crank Up Day 
will have plenty to take in, he said. Peo-
ple are also encouraged to bring their 
own vintage or classic vehicles along.
DETAILS: Hauraki Vintage Machinery 
Club’s Crank Up Day, Sunday, November 
26 from 10am to 4pm at the Kaihere Do-
main, 1559 Kaihere Rd. Entry a gold coin 
donation.

Well-oiled event on its way
Vintage tractors, machinery and memorabilia will be on display.        File Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW GILTRAP T37-08
8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer

c/w steel tail door, auto gate latch, LED lights

$29,000 +GST

$31,450 +GST

NEW Duncan Eco Seeder
Trailed 18 run complete with disc openers

$34,690 +GST

DUNCAN ECO SEEDER

‘Save soil’: Capitalise with natural capital

One teaspoon of soil contains 
more living organisms than 

there are people in the world and 
New Zealand loses about 192 mil-
lion tonnes of soil to the ocean 
every year.

Without this “biological di-
versity” there would be no ter-
restrial life on earth. In addition 
to providing habitat for billions 
of organisms, soil acts as a water 
filter and growing medium. It 
contributes to biodiversity, solid 
waste treatment, acts as a filter 
for wastewater and supports ag-
riculture.

Unlocking the secrets of this 
complex chemical, physical and 
biological powerhouse – a power-
ful source of “natural capital” – 
has had a huge impact on human 
life.

The transformation of this type 
of natural capital into resources 
that people value and use is gen-
erally called ecosystem services.

It is a concept gaining more at-
tention as we see environmental 
pressure increasingly applied to 
the health of resources, such as 
soil, we once took for granted.

Functional land management 
is a resource management frame-
work that seeks to optimise the 

cropping and environmental re-
turns from land. It focuses on soil 
functions related to agricultural 
land use: primary production, 
water purification and regulation, 
carbon cycling and storage, func-
tional and intrinsic biodiversity, 
and nutrient cycling.

Building on that good work, 
some areas still need improve-
ment.

Good practices needed include 
optimum cultivation and avoiding 
over-grazing and heavy grazing 
under wet weather, both of which 
can damage the soil’s structure 
and lead to compaction.

Others include carefully match-
ing fertiliser applications to suit 
soil and crop requirements, 
practicing appropriate use of pes-
ticides and other agrochemicals, 
managing pasture to maintain 
complete soil cover and careful 
application of farm dairy effluent 
to avoid saturation and to opti-
mise organic matter and nutrient 
status.

Minimising human-induced 
erosion and maintaining good soil 
quality are essential for maintain-
ing soil ecosystem services such 
as nutrient and water buffering, 
productive capacity, assimilating 
waste and minimising impacts of 
sediment and other contaminants 
on waterbodies.

Protecting sensitive areas on 
farms also benefits production. 
For example, wetlands deliver a 
wide range of ecosystem services 
such as improving water quality, 
flood regulation, coastal protec-

Without the biological 
diversity of soil, there 

would be no terrestrial 
life on earth, Bala Tik-

kisetty says.
       File Photo: PIXABAY

tion, and providing recreational 
opportunities and fish habitat.

Waikato Regional Council’s soil 
quality monitoring programme 
measures soil properties such as 
soil compaction, nutrient status, 
biological activity, soil carbon and 
organic matter at about 150 active 
sites (some sites are lost due to 
urban expansion etc, but new sites 
are added to keep the total num-
ber of 150). About 30 sites are 
sampled each year, so it takes five 
years to get around all 150 sites.

The sites covered include the 
major land uses and soil types 
within the region.

The results show issues such as 
compaction and excessive nutri-
ents and a variety of trends, such 
as to an improvement in some 
indicators like macroporosity 
(a measure of the proportion of 
large pores in the soil that provide 
the air supply to roots). The lat-
ter is most likely attributable to 
good land management practices 
undertaken by our farming com-
munity.

The council is committed 
to working with farmers, the 
wider agriculture sector and 
other stakeholders to increase the 
understanding of soil issues and 

to provide advice on sustainable 
agriculture practices that decrease 
impacts on our natural capital.

Soil is one of the most valuable 
assets that a farmer has. It is our 
collective responsibility to make 
use of soils without damaging 
either the soil or any other part of 
our environment, protecting them 
for our own use and use by future 
generations.

Let us name this decade as 
“Save Soil” decade.

- Bala Tikkisetty is principal sustain-
able agriculture advisor at Waikato 

Regional Council. 
Contact him on 0800 800 401.

By Bala Tikkisetty
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Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

The New Zealand Bowhunters Society re-
moved more than four tonnes of pest fish 
koi from the lower Waikato River catch-
ment recently.

The 33rd World Koi Classic, which is the 
brainchild of past president Allan Metcalfe, 
is a fun competition for New Zealand bow-
hunters who vie for titles such as heaviest 
koi, most total kills, most fish per team and 
even smallest carp – but it also comes with 
some serious biosecurity risks.

This year, the event was sponsored by 
the Waikato Koi Management Programme 
(WKMP), a partnership between Waikato 
Regional Council, the Department of Con-
servation (DOC), Waikato River Authority 
and Te Riu o Waikato, which was set up in 
2020 to trial new methods and research 
approaches for the control of koi carp in 
Waikato waterways, including installing 
carp barriers and supporting community-
led action.

WKMP workstream lead for Waikato 
Regional Council Michelle Archer said 
the competition was an excellent resource 
when it came to koi management, but there 
were a lot of biosecurity risks to consider 
when moving between waterways.

“There are a number of invasive aquatic 
species that bowhunters can inadvertently 
move around, either on their gear or by 
boats and trailers,” Michelle said.

“Obviously, we’ve got koi – their eggs can 
be spread if they’re on aquatic weeds – but 
we also have hornwort, golden dodder and 
alligator weed. Also, the invasive and un-
wanted organism gold clam was discovered 
in the Waikato River this year and remains 
a persistent concern.

“So, WKMP helped the organisers with 

Koi shooting comp ticks 
biosecurity measures

their biosecurity planning for the event and 
making sure that information and equip-
ment was available to help the bowhunters 
plan their movements and undertake effec-
tive cleaning.”

DOC technical advisor freshwater Nigel 
Binks said koi were commonly seen in the 
Waikato River system and they were re-
garded as a pest because their foraging be-
haviours degraded the quality of freshwater 
habitats and impacted the survival of native 
species.

More than 40 competitors took part in 
the World Koi Classic, shooting a total of 
4113 kilograms of koi over the two days, 
with weigh-ins at the Ohinewai Hall.

The largest koi caught in the competition 
weighed 5.8 kilograms and the smallest 
carp was just 200 grams.

4113kg of koi were caught.         Photo: SUPPLIED
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window displays to enter
the draw for a chance to

win vouchers.

10:50am • Santa Dash commences at north end of Pollen Street
11:00am • Santa Parade commences
12:00pm •Whānau Day at Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga
1:00pm • Prize Giving Commences Adults

Register
for the
Santa
Dash

Businesses
Register
for the
Advent
Adventure

Santa Parade +Whānau Day • Dec 9

Advent Adventure • Dec 1 - 25

Floats
Register
for the
Santa
Parade

Local businesses, register to participate, using the QR
code. Shoppers, visit our local businesses & photograph

More info on ThamesInfo.co.nz

Finishing his first novel has 
been a tonic in tough times 

for writer Ron Murray, who is 
holding a book signing for his 
novel, Coromandel Dream-
in’, at Carson’s Bookshop in 
Thames on Saturday.

The novel has taken four 
years to write, roughly coincid-
ing with an up-and-down battle 
against metastatic melanoma - 
first diagnosed in 2019 - for its 
66-year-old author.

Set in the mid-north of the 
Coromandel Peninsula in the 
late 1970s, the book doesn’t 
draw on the cancer struggle 
though.

Coromandel Dreamin’ is the 
first novel for Ron, who is a cor-
porate communication special-
ist now living in Auckland. He 
describes the novel as “a love 
story with elements of high dra-
ma”. He wrote it to reflect a lit-
tle of the Aotearoa of the times 
– and the beauty and allure of 
the Coromandel.

“But it was also driven by my 
desire, as a writer all my work-
ing life really, to pen a novel,” 
he said. 

“More lately, I was driven by 
the urgency of the moment – 
I wasn’t sure how much time 
I might have up my sleeve to 
achieve this.

“I’d written poems and pub-
lished poetry books, as well as 
a couple of non-fiction books – 
but a novel is the holy grail. It’s 
like being a runner and aspiring 
to a marathon - or an ultramar-
athon.”

Ron says the novel jumped 
ahead of two other fiction 

First novel a ‘tonic in tough times’ for writer

works he’d begun to write, grab-
bing his attention in 2019. The 
book’s inspiration came from an 
old English ballad, Thomas The 
Rhymer, made famous by 70s 
folk-rock band Steeleye Span.

“It tells the story of Thomas, 

who’s a musician just kicking 
round on some side road in old 
England when a woman on a 
white horse appears and invites 
him to jump up and come back 
to her place.”

The novel opens with a similar 

pickup – the lead character and 
narrator of the story is hitch-
ing through the Coromandel on 
a wet autumn, late afternoon 
when he gets a ride with a wom-
an who has a small settlement in 
the backblocks of the Peninsula 

near Coromandel Town. 
Ron, who began his career as 

a high school English teacher 
before switching to journalism, 
said the setting of the story was 
a no-brainer.

“I spent my youth in the Bay of 
Plenty, which is an area I know 
well and love, but the Coroman-
del always had a sort of wild al-
lure for a young guy growing 
up in the Western BOP. As a 
kid, teenager, and young adult 
I went there a lot, first with my 
family then as a surfer – holi-
daying, camping, exploring, 
tramping, surfing, diving, par-
tying, shopping – some of my 
most abiding memories have a 
Coromandel backdrop. 

“It’s my favourite coastline 
and the hinterland is utterly 
spectacular.”

Writing Coromandel Dream-
in’ as a first novel was quite an 
experience, Ron said. 

“Exhilarating but challeng-
ing. With non-fiction you work 
off your facts, observations and 
research and the content is rela-
tively clear. 

“Fiction is literally a whole 
new world; you can scope out 
the plot trajectory and charac-
ter profiles but it’s amazing how 
the imagination takes over – 
the muse feeds you quirky plot 
shifts and new people in the 
early hours of the morning.

“And working out how to end 
it. Now that’s a challenge. But 
when it happens, it’s a great 
moment.”
DETAILS: Ron will be at Carson’s 
bookshop in Thames on Novem-
ber 25 from 11am to 1pm.

Ron Murray, with his sixth novel, Coromandel Dreamin’.             Photo: SUPPLIED
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Waihi College recently celebrated the cultural, sporting, service and academic achievements of their students at their end
of year Prizegiving ceremonies. The Cultural Prizegiving kicks off the celebrations, followed by the Sports Prizegiving
(which is for Seniors and Juniors), then the Senior Effort & Service awards, followed by the Year 13 Leavers Breakfast
and lastly, the Academic Prizegiving. The Junior Prizegivings follow later. These celebrations are an opportunity to
proudly display our students amazing results, hard work and determination and end the year with a bang.

We farewell Alistair Cochrane this year after twenty-two years as Waihi College’s Principal. He has led our kura with
love, commitment and his ever-resounding motto of “it’s all about the kids”. He has been a massive asset to our school
and community for over two decades, and his big heart and passion for always putting students first will be very missed.
We are lucky enough to have the wonderful Briar Carden-Scott step into his shoes and we look forward to making her
welcome at the start of 2024. Alistair won’t be too far away though, and we are delighted that he will be stepping into
the roll of International Coordinator three days a week – we knew he wouldn’t be able to stay away! We also farewell
Shafee Bhure, Charles Pipe, Joy Maclean and Johnnie Andrews-Nye – they are much loved by the students and staff
and 2024 won’t be the same without them. We wish you well for your next adventures. Lastly, we temporarily farewell
Brian Hennessy who is taking a year sabbatical in 2024.

Dux this year went to Tyla Millar. She was closely followed by Meg Thomas who took away Proxime Accessit
for 2023. Well done girls – a huge achievement.

Thank you to the incredible teachers and staff atWaihi College who continue to offer amazing opportunities andmentoring
to our youth. We are so proud of their efforts in helping our students’ reach their potential. The student’s achievements,
whether big or small, personal or public, are much valued and we look forward as always to seeing what 2024 will bring.

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

WAIHI COLLEGE
CELEBRATES
SUCCESSwww.waiiihhhiiicolll.schhhoolll.nz

2024 STUDENT LEADERS

Leader of
Arts & Culture:
Hamish
McKinnon

Leader of
Te Ao Māori:
Moana
McGee

Leader of
Environment:
Hamish
Mudford

Leader of
Sport:
Brooke
Kelly

Leader of
Service:
Maya
Dodd

Leader of
Well Being:
Zara
Davies-Young

Leader of
Community:
Sabine
Rush

Leader of
Learning:
Hayaat
Dass

CC Dillimore
D & J Smeaton
Hauraki District Council
HELP (Waihi) Inc
Maia Short Memorial (Brian Habberfield)
Silcock Trust (Paterson/Silcock Family)
Sas Builders Ltd
Alitech Waihi
DLAArchitect

Waihi Lions Club
Martha Women’s Club
Aries Publishing
Waihi Family Dental
Owens Flooring
Printec
Waihi Hire
Waihi International Academy
Waihi 100% Electrical
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Particular congratulations go to thewinners of the 2023 Special Prizes which recognise academic,
sporting or cultural success as well as leadership and community involvement.
The night’s key winners are:

WAIHI COLLEGE CELEBRATES SUCCESS
2023 ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

SPECIAL PRIZE WINNERS

The Shepherd Cup &
Waihi Lions Scholarship
for DUX:
Top academic
achievement for Waihi
College
TYLA MILLAR (ex
Waimata School)

The O’Leary Cup for
Leadership:
For being an exceptional
role model and showing
leadership within the
school.
DIVYASH SWAMY
(ex Waihi East
School)

The Sel Baker Cup for
Humanities:
For the student who
has dedicated time and
passion to helping others
through community spirit
and tackling current
issues.
TYLA MILLAR (ex
Waimata School)

The Rudy Sas
Scholarship
This scholarship is for
a young person with a
connection to our local
community who is going
into the trades.
ACE CROWE (ex
Waikino School)

The Prime Minister’s
Vocational Excellence
Award:
To gain this award
students are nominated by
their school in recognition
of their work in a particular
vocational field.
BRAYDON BURR
(ex Waihi East
School)

Ko Te Tangata
Scholarship for school
leavers at the University
of Waikato. This award
is given to students who
show great promise for
tertiary education and are
high achievers.
JADE WAITE (ex
Waihi Central
School)

David Johnstone Charitable
Trust Scholarship for
Tertiary Education. This
award is designed to
financially assist students
who are going to WINTEC
or Waikato University within
the fields of Science or
Technology.
JAYDAWILLIAMSON
(ex Whangamata
Area School)

University of Otago 150th
Entrance Scholarship
This award is given to
a student who shows
academic ability,
motivation and potential to
achieve at university.
DIVYASH SWAMY
(ex Waihi East
School)

Te Paewai o te Rangi
scholarship from the
University of Waikato
This award is given to a
student who has shown
commitment to learning
and one who strives for
excellence and distinction.
It recognises students
who have achieved to a
particularly high standard
and those who show
outstanding potential.
TYLA MILLAR (ex
Waimata School)

Best All-Round Girl,
Board Chairman’s Award
& Martha Women’s Club
Award:
For academic, cultural,
sporting and service.
TYLA MILLAR (ex
Waimata School)

Best All-Round Boy and
Board Chairman’s Award:
For academic, cultural,
sporting and service.
DIVYASH SWAMY
(ex Waihi East
School)

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

First
Charlie Joyce

First
Maggie Gerbich
Burroughs

Second
Evah Carey

Second
Hamish McKinnon

Third
Mãhe North

Third
Maya Dodd

The John van der Zwan
International Student
Award for outstanding
contribution
This trophy is awarded to
the international student
who has embraced
opportunities and
contributed to school life.
LENI WALTER
(International
Student – Germany)

Waihi Lions trades
Scholarship:
This significant
scholarship is to
financially assist a student
who is entering into a
Trades apprenticeship.
ZAK
BUTTERWORTH
(ex Waihi Central
School)

The Board Chairman’s
Award and the Waihi
Beach Lions Trophy for
Citizenship:
MEIKA LAMAN TRIP
(ex St Joseph’s
School)

The Bronwyn Wightman
Memorial Trophy:
This award is for a student
who has enthusiastically
participated in school
activities, has a bubbly
personality and has a
great sense of community.
JADE WAITE (ex
Waihi Central
School)

Maia Short Memorial
Scholarship:
This is for a year 13 Girl
with a top academic
performance, who is a
good citizen, friendly
and helps others. Maia
Short was destined for
leadership and her Taha
Māori was incredibly
important to her.
JAYDA
WILLIAMSON (ex
Whangamata Area
School)

The Kathleen Adams Memorial Award (also known as the
Jubilee Award):
This is awarded to a student who is hard working and has
a mature attitude and approach to their studies.
CIARA HENNESSY (ex Waihi East School)
and OLIVIA ELLIOTT (ex Katikati College)

The Principal’s Award:
For someone who has worked hard all year and made a
significant contribution to the life of the school.
DIANNA OAK (ex Katikati College) and
JACK DINNAGE (ex Great Marlow School,
England)

The Chandel Cup:
This is for the student
who has made the most
consistent effort during
the year.
MEG THOMAS (ex
Waihi East School)

The Rogers Calculus Cup:
First in Calculus
HAYAAT DASS (ex
Zayed College for
Girls)

The Golden Apple:
For Year 12 Art
PAIGE CAPPER (ex
Waihi East School)

Grover Plate:
For Year 13 Art
CEYLIN BEKTAS
(International
Student – Germany)

The John Combes
Memorial Cup for Science
and Mathematics:
This cup was presented
to the College by the
Combes family in memory
of John Combes who was
an outstanding student of
Maths and Science
DIVYASH SWAMY
(ex Waihi East
School)

Ara Poutama Award:
This award is presented
by Whaea Tuihana
Jack-Ainsley for someone
who shows leadership
qualities and is a positive
role model for our Maori
Students.
NAELENE
DONALSON (ex
Waihi Central
School)

The Ryan Family Trophy:
This trophy is for Service
to school and community.
SETH
FRAUENDORF (ex
Waimata School)

The Coombes Cup for
PROXIME ACCESSIT:
Runner up to Dux
MEG THOMAS (ex
Waihi East School)

The Jack Silcock
Memorial Cup:
This cup is named in
memory of Jack Silcock
and recognises students
who have shown
tremendous strength and
resilience throughout
their schooling at Waihi
College. It recognises a
person who has put others
before themselves.
QUEENIE SU (ex
Waihi Central
School)

The Kurt Hahn Award:
Kurt Hahn established
the Outward Bound
movement, and this award
is for a person who best
fits the Outward Bound
movement motto “to seek,
to strive and not to yield”.
DIVYASH SWAMY
(ex Waihi East
School)

Penny Bowden Trophy for
Performing Arts:
This award is in memory
of Penny Bowden who
was a former Head of
English. This award is
given to the student who
has been a mainstay
in the performing arts,
worked hard to achieve
their artistic talents while
helping others do the
same.
BAYLEY GODDARD
(ex Waihi Central
School)

The Ethel Madgwick Cup
– Rural Women NZ:
This is awarded to a
student who wishes
to further their studies
outside of Waihi College.
MEIKA LAMAN-TRIP
(ex St Joseph’s
School)
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The Cultural Prizegiving celebrates our students who have shone in the areas of Art & Media
Design, Digital & Tech, Music, Drama, Maori & Kapa Haka and the Culinary Arts. We have
many talented students in these areas and it’s always wonderful to see them celebrated for their
achievements.
The winners for 2023 were:

Service is a huge part of Waihi College. The College proudly boasts many students who serve either the school or
community, or often both, in a multitude of ways. This year, the following students were celebrated for all they do to help
make Waihi a great community.

WAIHI COLLEGE CELEBRATES SUCCESS
Cultural Prizegiving 2023

Service Prizegiving 2023

Outstanding in Media
Design
Hamish
McKinnon (ex
Waikino School)

Most Outstanding
Musician
Bayley Goddard
(ex Waihi
Central School)

Most Outstanding
Performer
Rueben Snow
(ex Waihi
Central School)

Dramatic Performer
of the Year
Bayley Goddard
(ex Waihi
Central School)

Culinary Rising Star
Leni Walter
(International
Student –
Germany)

Barista of the Year
Nicholas Mannix
(ex Ellerslie
School)

Culinary Student of
the Year
Auskar Kong
(ex Matamata
College)

Kapa Haka Kaitataki
Wahine
Naelene
Donaldson (ex
Waihi Central)

Maori Performer of
the Year
Naelene
Donaldson (ex
Waihi Central)

Kaiawhina
Maya Dodd
(ex Waimata
School)

Commitment to
Culinary Arts
Divyash Swamy
(ex Waihi East
School) and
Nicholas Mannix
(ex Ellerslie
School)

Most Improved
Performer
Cassidy Shaw
(ex Mt Albert
Grammar
School)

Most Improved
Performer
Ceylin Bektas
(International
Student -
Germany)

Contribution to Music
Queenie Su (ex
Waihi Central
School)

Contribution to
DramaOliver
Goddard (ex
Waihi Central
School)

Best Self Devised Act Rueben Snow
(ex Waihi Central School),
Cassidy Shaw (ex Mt Albert
Grammar School), Mei Takahashi
(International Student - Japan)
and Caprice Smith (ex Waihi
Beach School)

Principal’s Certificate
for commitment and
dedication
Ceylin Bektas
(International
Student -
Germany)

Acts of Service to
the Arts
Jack Dinnage
(ex Great
Marlow School,
England)

Jack Dinnage (ex Great Marlow
School, England)

Jack has been involved in almost every
area of our creative subjects at Waihi
College. Art & Media Design, Drama,
Kapa Haka, the Culinary Arts and was
one of the main cast of this year’s school
production, Grease. During his time at
school he has been heavily involved in
many of our cultural and artistic events,
has been on stage for dancing, singing
and acting, and given his time freely to
many of the school activities throughout
his school life.

Outstanding in
Photography
Hamish
McKinnon (ex
Waikino School)

Composition Award
Hamish
McKinnon (ex
Waikino School)

Music Producer
Iain Hartley (ex
Waikino School)

Musician of the
Year
Naelene
Donaldson
(ex Central
School)

Top Tech
Campbell
Douglas (ex
Waihi East
School)

ART & MEDIA DESIGN

MUSIC

DRAMA

DRAMA

CULINARY ARTS AWARDS

KAPA HAKA & MAORI AWARDS SUPREME CULTURAL AWARD

HALL TECHNICIAN

Alyssa Mouat Amaranth House Leader 2023
Arnya Dixon Coaching
Auskar Kong Dominion House Leader 2023, Services to School, Leo’s
Braydon Burr Royal House Leader 2023
Bree Coombridge Services to School, Leo’s
Campbell Douglas Hall Tech, Services to School
Ceylin Bektas Services to School
Ciara Hennessy Empire House Leader 2023, Leo’s, SADD
Daniel Oliver Amaranth House Leader 2023, Services to School
Dianna Oak Dominion House Leader 2023, Services to School, Leo’s, SADD
Divyash Swamy Leader of Service 2023, Leo’s, SADD, Ball Committee, Kai Care, Services to School
Dora Hsing Leo’s, SADD
Ella Ford Services to School
Emily Davison Royal House Leader 2023, Coaching
Farish O’Flaherty Student Council Representative 2023, Services to School
Felix Nome Royal House Leader 2023, Services to Sport, Coaching
Greta Spicer Leo’s
Hamish McKinnon Hall Tech, Services to School
Hamish Mudford Hall Tech, Services to School
Hayaat Dass Services to School
Jack Dinnage Leader of Arts and Culture 2023, Services to School
Jackson Walker Royal House Leader 2023, Coaching
Jade Waite Empire House Leader 2023, SADD
Jadore Holtz-Taylor Empire House Leader 2023, Leo’s, SADD
Jayda Williamson Dominion House Leader 2023, Services to School, Leo’s, Coaching
Joseph Frew Leader of Sports 2023, Services to School, Service to Sport, Reffing, Coaching
Justus Chapman Services to Sport, Coaching, Reffing

Kyrone Pakoti Empire House Leader 2023, Services to School
Leni Walters Services to School
Logan Brady Amaranth House Leader 2023, Coaching, Reffing
Lucy Walton Leader of Wellbeing 2023, Community Volunteer, Services to School, Leo’s, SADD
Lydia Pennell Amaranth House Leader 2023, Services to School
Maggie Gerbich-Burrows Services to School
Maya Dodd Leader of Learning 2023, Services to School
Meg Thomas Leader of Community 2023, Services to School, Leo’s, SADD
Meika Laman-Trip Leader of Environment 2023, Services to School, Waihi Beach Lifeguard Service
Naelene Donaldson Leader of Te ao Maori 2023, Services to School
Neesha Mayor Services to Netball
Nicholas Mannix Dominion House Leader 2023, Services to School
Oliver Goddard Amaranth House Leader 2023
Olivia Elliott Services to School, Leo’s, SADD
Orewa Walters Services to School
Queenie Su Services to School, Leo’s
Sabine Rush Leo’s
Sam Bjerring Services to Sport
Samantha Morrow Leo’s
Sarah Low Empire House Leader 2023, Leo’s
Scarlett Chambers Services to School
Seth Frauendorf Hall Tech, Services to School
Tatana King Services to School
Toby van der Zwan Services to Sport
Tyla Millar Royal House Leader 2023, Leo’s, SADD
Xandrex Manaoat Dominion House Leader 2023, Services to School, Coaching
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Congratulations to everyone who has represented Waihi College at sport in 2023. Special thanks
to all of the volunteers, including all of the coaches, managers and team supporters, as well as
to all of those that run the events. Thank you also the community which continues to support our
young athletes by sponsorship or by liking and commenting on our Facebook page.
Special congratulations to the following athletes what have worked extra hard this year and have
been rewarded for their efforts.

WAIHI COLLEGE CELEBRATES SUCCESS
SPORTS AWARDS 2023

SPECIAL AWARDS

NZREPRESENTATIVES -BLUESAWARDS

TEAMOFTHEYEAR

ELITE AWARDS

YEAR 7
SPORTSPERSON
OF THE YEAR

YEAR 9
SPORTSPERSON
OF THE YEAR

SCHOOL CHAMPIONS - ATHLETICS

SCHOOL CHAMPIONS - CROSS COUNTRY

SCHOOL CHAMPIONS - BADMINTON

SCHOOL CHAMPIONS - SWIMMING

SCHOOL CHAMPIONS - TENNIS

SCHOOL CHAMPIONS - SQUASH

YEAR 10
SPORTSPERSON
OF THE YEAR

SPORTSWOMAN
OF THE YEAR

SPORTSMAN OF
THE YEAR

SUPREME
AWARD

YEAR 8
SPORTSPERSON
OF THE YEAR

Surfer
of the Year

Boxing Waka ama Tai Kick
Boxing

Basketball Basketball

Year 7 Girls

Year 7 Girls

Year 7&8 Boys

Year 8 Girls

Year 8 Girls

Intermediate Boys

Significant Service to Sport - student Significant Service to Sport - adult

Coach of the
year

Winner

Winner Winner

Winner Winner

WinnerRunner Up

Runner Up Runner Up

Runner Up Runner Up

Runner Up

Finalists:
College A Boys Thames Valley
Basketball Team
College A Basketball
Year 10 Netball
Winner:
College A Boys Thames Valley Basketball Team

Boat Racing

Year 7 Boys

Year 7 Boys

Junior Girls

Year 8 Boys

Year 8 Boys

Senior Girls

Junior Girls

Junior Girls

Senior Boys

Junior Boys

Junior Boys

Year 7&8 Boys

Intermediate
Girls

Intermediate
Girls

Junior Girls (Snr Division)

Senior Girls

Senior Girls

Year 7 Girls Junior Girls Senior Girls

Senior Girls

Year 8 Girls Intermediate Girls

Junior Girls

Intermediate
Boys

Intermediate
Boys

Senior Boys
Senior Boys

Senior Boys

Year 7 Boys Junior Boys

Year 7&8 Boys

Senior Boys

Senior Boys

Year 8 Boys Intermediate Boys

Junior Boys

Cricket Player
of the Year

Boxer of the
Year

In-line Hockey Player of the
Year

Fair Player of the Year Contribution to Sport Multidiscipline Cup

Beau
Fitzgibbon

Wesley
Cameron

Thierry
Smith

Jaylah
Rolleston

Rylee
Morgan

Mateo
Coll

Rico
Edmonds

Aaliyah
Hill

Alex
Maitland

Byron
Perkinson

Jayda
Williamson

Cody
Melgren

Rylee
Morgan

Aaliyah
Hill

Jenny
Yeh

Zoe
Shave

Thierry
Smith

Elizabeth
McHardy

Leah
Kelly

Nivek
Smith

Xandrex
Manaoat

Kendall
Tacon

Tobin
McArthur-Dye

Callum
Morgan

Rylee
Morgan

Dominic
Bismark

Blake
Smith

Lina
Gotz

Rylee
Morgan

Zoe
Walton

Braydon
Burr

Miller
Kaczon

Lachy
Osborne-Sole

Dominic
Bizmark

Nevaeh
Vautier

Reese
Neame

Rylee
Morgan

Emily
Davison

Lucy
Walton

Jenny
Yeh

Jaylah
Rolleston

Meg
Thomas

Brea
Peka

Leah
Kelly

Brooke
Kelly

Shaniah
Manawat

Trent
Ewing

Ben
Jarvis

Braydon
Burr

Wesley
Cameron

Roman
Harries

Thierry
Smith

Bhima
Meares

MJ
Vehikite

Wesley
Cameron

Jordan
Yuliana

Mateo
Coll

Aidan
Butler

Mace
Harries

Max
Walton

Byron
Perkinson

Miller
Kaczon

Wesley
Cameron

Ryan
Williams

Jade
Waite

Shannon
Hargreaves

Shannon
Hargreaves

Emily
Davison

Jade
Waite

Emily
Davison

Zac
Williams

Braydon
Burr

Susie
Leau

Joseph
Frew

Emily
Davison

Jayda
Williamson

& &

&

& &

&

TEAM AWARDS
Kea Netball
Contribution Libby Sammons
Fair Player Sam Manukonga
Most Improved Anakah Lewis
Most Valuable Player Narisa Cox

Year 9/10 Netball
Contribution Aliya Smith
Fair Player Sienna Lamont
Most Improved Maeva Ainsley
Most Valuable Player Ocean Wallace

Year 7&8 Girls Basketball
Contribution Ruby-Rose Sandford
Fair Player Tessa Menary
Most Improved Rose Mathis
Most Valuable Player Leah-Cim Pope

Girls College A Basketball
Contribution Jade Waite
Fair Player Mei Takahashi
Most Improved Greta Spicer
Most Valuable Player Emily Davison

& Jade Waite

Bowls
Contribution Farish O’Flaherty
Fair Player Luke Butler
Most Improved Rueben Snow
Most Valuable Player Daniel Oliver

Motocross
Contribution Blake Smith
Fair Player Layla Hannah
Most Improved Mace Harries
Most Valuable Player Alex Maitland

Senior Mixed Volleyball
Contribution Maddie Oliver
Fair Player Ben Jarvis

& Zara Davies-Young
Most Improved Leni Walter

& Madison Muir
Most Valuable Player Brooke Kelly

Senior Boys Volleyball
Contribution Tapene Ropiha
Fair Player Cole Nidogma
Most Improved Nicholas Mannix
Most Valuable Player Xandrex Manaoat

Football Junior Colts
Contribution Max Morley

& Tyler Sammons
Fair Player Nivek Smith
Most Improved Stuart Hartley
Most Valuable Player Trent Ewing

Football 1st XI Girls
Contribution Arnya Dixon
Fair Player Moana Magee
Most Improved Ciara Hennessy
Most Valuable Player Monika Vaughan

Football 1st XI Boys
Contribution Daniel Oliver
Fair Player Oliver Goddard
Most Improved Thomas Low
Most Valuable Player Braydon Burr

Junior Girls Volleyball
Contribution Katie Twidle
Fair Player Zoe-Beth Naisby
Most Improved Hannah Bismark
Most Valuable Player Rylee Morgan

In-line Hockey
Contribution Paige Capper
Fair Player Lucy Beach
Most Improved Jazmine Jones
Most Valuable Player Hunter PertYear 7&8 Rippa Rugby

Contribution Mateo Coll
Fair Player Leah Kelly
Most Improved Raina Runga
Most Valuable Player Ben Mathis

Youth Girls Rugby
Contribution Palace O’Brien
Fair Player Savarna Brightwell
Most Improved Maeva Ainsley
Most Valuable Player Isabelle CareyYouth Boys Rugby

Contribution Johnston Coll
Fair Player Micah Frew
Most Improved Andre Buskermolen
Most Valuable Player Aidan Butler

Boys College A Basketball
Contribution Logan Brady
Highest Points Scorer Justus Chapman
Fair Player Tapene Ropiha
Most Improved Cassidy Shaw
Most Valuable Player Jackson Walker

& Justus Chapman

College A TV Basketball
Contribution Lukas Chapman
Fair Player Billy Lu
Most Improved Harlem Field-Hargreaves
Most Valuable Player Justus Chapman

& Logan Brady
Softball
Contribution Zac Williams
Fair Player Miller Kaczon

& Luke Butler
Most Improved Cole Nidogma
Most Valuable Player Daniel Oliver

Turf Hockey
Contribution Alex Townsend

& Eli Townsend

Equestrian
Rider of the Future Daisy Burgess
Team Spirit Briar Somers

Year 7&8 Boys Development Basketball
Contribution Max Walton
Fair Player Sam Manukonga
Most Improved Lockie Patea
Most Valuable Player Rã-Anthym Selwyn

Year 7&8 Boys Basketball
Contribution Truman Alexander
Fair Player Carter Edmonds
Most Improved Mitchell Paynter
Most Valuable Player Mateo Coll

Junior Girls Basketball
Contribution Charlize Moore
Fair Player Jaylah Rolleston

& Rylee Morgan
Most Improved Dakota Cardie

& Hannah Bismark
Most Valuable Player Nevaeh Vautier

Junior Boys Basketball
Contribution Kobe Phillips
Fair Player Chace Tawhiti
Most Improved Callan Dodd
Most Valuable Player Aidan Butler

Year 10 Development Netball
Contribution Malea Hutchins

& Shayla Roycroft
Fair Player Whole Team
Most Improved Alexis Hughes
Most Valuable Player Reese Neame

Year 10 Netball
Contribution Nevaeh Vautier
Fair Player Rylee Morgan
Most Improved Gracie Tempelmeyer
Most Valuable Player Dakota Cardie

Senior Development Netball
Contribution Madison Muir
Fair Player Zara Davies-Young
Most Improved Leni Walter
Most Valuable Player Evah Carey

College A Netball
Contribution Brooke Kelly
Fair Player Jayda Williams
Most Improved Maya Dodd
Most Valuable Player Jade Waite

Ruru Netball
Contribution Lilly-Grace Naisby
Fair Player Anahera Osborne
Most Improved Alexis Mudgway
Most Valuable Player Isla Freeman

Korimako Netball
Contribution Aaliyah Houston

& Marley Mapu
Fair Player Michaela Wickham
Most Improved Poppy Shave
Most Valuable Player Tia Brightwell

Kereru Netball
Contribution Rico Edmonds
Fair Player Jayce Phillips
Most Improved Daria Galey
Most Valuable Player Rã-Anthym Selwyn

Year 9 Netball
Contribution Isabelle Carey
Fair Player Isabelle Carey
Most Improved Kyla Muir
Most Valuable Player Leonardo Sydney

Jaylah
Rolleston

Leonardo
Sydney

Rylee
Morgan

Alex
Maitland
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Our goal is to build trusted and
enduring relationships
by delivering economical

structural designs
underpinned by exceptional

qualityyty and safetyyty

visit www.petch.nz • info@pce.nz • 022 023 9502

Structural Engineering Excellence

• Design of reinforced concrete, steel & timber structures
• Earthquake engineering

• Commercial buildings • Industrial warehouses
• Architectural homes

• Residential projects • Seismic assessments
of existing buildings

• Retaining walls and shoring systems

How do I give my
child a voice?

Sally Christie
Ph: 027 372 6332 • E: sally@hfvin.co.nz

Listen without
fixing , with

out
judgement.

Stop movingand stopdoing whenthey speak toyou.

Let them speak

for themselves
whenever
possible.

More to come....

Sudden death of housekeeper after stomach pain

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Patrick Farrell was too poor to 
give his housekeeper, Cath-

erine Mackay, wages but he put a 
roof over her head at his house in 
Mangatangi, about six miles from 
the water at Miranda. By June, 
1874, the 44-year-old Scotswom-
an had been with him for nearly 
four years, and when he came in 
on a Wednesday evening he found 
her uncharacteristically sitting by 
the fire complaining of stomach 
pain. He had never known her 
to complain of anything except 
toothache.

Patrick told her to take off her 
boots, and put her feet to the fire. 
Catherine stooped down to take 
off her boots then she raised her-
self up again before suddenly fall-
ing off the chair against Patrick 
who was sitting close by the wall.

He lifted her up in the chair, and 
then went to the kettle to get hot 
water to pour on a cloth to place 
on her stomach before he realised 
that Catherine was dead. He car-
ried her to her room and laid her 
on the bed then went to look for 
a horse to go to Thomas Vining’s, 
who lived about a mile off.

Emigration publicity particularly targeted unmarried women.  
                              Photo: SUPPLIED

The night was dark and wet, 
and he could not find the horse 
so he walked to Vining’s, having 
to cross a river on the way. There 
was nothing anyone could do ex-
cept arrange for John Peterson 
to transport the body by boat to 
Thames.

At the inquest, held at the Short-
land court house, a few sad, stark 
facts about Catherine were con-

firmed by Patrick Farrell. She be-
longed to the north of Scotland, 
and had a brother who died sud-
denly.

She told Patrick she had no re-
lations in the colony. He was not 
aware of anything of value she 
possessed. He could not afford to 
pay her. Thomas Vining said he 
had known Catherine for about 
three years and she and Patrick 

lived on good terms.
Dr Lethbridge said it was three 

days before he examined her. 
There was a mere trace of food in 
the stomach but he didn’t think in-
sufficient food or exposure to wet 
contributed to her death. There 
was no mark of violence about 
her that he could see. He found 
she died from a spasm acting on a 
heart weakened by disease.

Catherine may have been part 
of the wave of 12,000 unmar-
ried women who arrived in New 
Zealand on free or assisted ship’s 
passages provided by the govern-
ment to bolster its domestic serv-
ant labour force and balance the 
surplus of male setters during the 
mid 1800s. 

She was likely a spinster – sin-
gle women of marriageable, child-
bearing age - objects of pity with 
insecure lives, dependent on the 
men in their families, or poverty 
stricken due to employment diffi-
culties. An excess of these women 
was thought responsible for many 
of society’s problems, solved by 
dispatch to the colonies.

Emigration was fraught, with 
travel conditions being arduous 
on top of separation from all they 
knew sometimes without even 
the assurance of a job when they 
arrived. The colonies were not 
the ‘promised land’ for many sin-
gle emigrant women - they were 
merely a substitute for the lives 
they left behind.

Whatever it was that brought 
Catherine into Patrick Farrell’s 
life, four years after her death, he 
was described as still attempting 
to subdue the wilderness on his 
farm.

Catherine is buried at Shortland 
cemetery.

In Brief
FATAL CRASH
One person has died after a crash in 
the Waikato on November 19. The 
crash occurred on Waiti Rd, Tahuna, 
Matamata-Piako just before 2am. 
The Serious Crash Unit is investigat-
ing.

REOPENING DATE
A reopening date of December 15 
has been set for the Tapu-Coroglen 
Rd, which has been closed since the 
storm events in January. Thames-Co-
romandel District Council says road-
works will continue on local roads 
and highways throughout the region, 
sometimes with traffic management, 
as other cyclone damage is repaired. 

HAURAKI MAKES TOP TEN
Airbnb has ranked the Hauraki Dis-
trict the eighth most hospitable 
town, city or region in New Zealand. 
The accommodation website ranked 
the locations with the highest den-
sity of five star reviews. Carterton 
took out top place, followed by South 
Taranaki and the Waipa region in sec-
ond and third respectively. 

THAMES MSD CLOSED
The Ministry of Social Development’s 
Thames branch is currently closed for 
urgent building repairs, after suffer-
ing storm damage earlier this year. 
Options are being explored for face-
to-face appointments, TCDC said, 
and the building will be reopened 
once the issues have been resolved. 

LANDMARK CELEBRATED
The Coromandel Town council build-
ing turned 150 this year, and a cele-
bration was held with Mayor Len Salt 
unveiling a commemoration plaque. 
The building formerly housed the 
town’s post office, courthouse and 
police station. 
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Volunteer today! Phone 07 839 3191

#1 Guide Dog Puppy Appeal Coordinator
Lead and coordinate a team of volunteers who
will hit the streets in March to raise funds for the
breeding and training of guide dogs.

#2 Community Carer Team Leader (Waihi)
Support and lead a team of wonderful volunteers
who are making a difference in the day to day
lives of people in your community.

#3 Administrator (Waikino)
Bring your organising, arranging and sorting
skills to an organisation that is a key visitor
destination in your local area.

#4 Bakers Needed ( Thames)
Your love of baking means other people get to
experience a moment of happiness. A once a
month commitment is needed.

www.volunteeringwaikato.org.nz

VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR IINN
YYOOUURR CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY

TTOODDAAYY!! ChristmasChristmas
MessagesMessages
ChristmasChristmas
MessagesMessages

If you wish to place a Christmas Message
in our December 20th edition, to thank
your customers and/or let them know
when you are taking a well deserved
break, contact Nikki by December 8th

P: 022 130 3885
E: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

New
Christmas
stock
arriving
weekly

• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art
• Gifts• Handbags & Accessories

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Jingle bells are set to ring 
throughout the Thames Val-

ley this silly season. 
The jolly man in the big 

red suit has set his sights on 
our region, so keep your eyes 
peeled for all things Christmas 
in your town. 

There is something for eve-
ryone to enjoy, from Christ-
mas carols with the Kerepēhi 
Brass Band and the Ngātea 
Xmas Funday, to the Paeroa 
and Thames Santa Parades, Te 
Kauaeranga Whānau Day, and 
Waihī Christmas at the lake. 

If you wish to join in the fes-
tivities happening in your area 
across the next month, here 
are some noteworthy dates to 
jot down on your calendar.

November 26: Kerepēhi 
Brass Band Christmas Carols 
at the Beach for the Kaiaua 
Seaside Market at 925 East 
Coast Rd, 11am-1pm. The band 
will also play Christmas Carols 
in Ngatea on November 29; 
Paeroa on December 6; and 
Thames on December 13, all 
from 6.30pm.

The Paeroa Santa Parade 
will kick off at 5pm on Decem-
ber 1 with the theme: ‘Winter 
Wonderland’. The Thames 
Santa Dash opens the Santa 

Parade at 10:50am in Pollen 
St on December 9, followed by 
Te Kauaeranga Whānau Day 
at Thames South School with 
the theme: ‘The Environment 
- Loving the Earth’. Live enter-
tainment, free activities, rock 
climbing wall, bouncy castle, 
food and market stalls.

Waihī Christmas at the lake 
begins at 2pm on December 
10, with live music, creative 
kids activities, fun rides, stalls, 
food trucks, prizes and more. 
Santa will be there and so will 
his grotto. On December 15, 
Paeroa Christmas Lights at 
Maritime Park will open, book-
ings online at www.historical-
maritimepark.co.nz. 

In Ngātea, celebrations begin 
on December 17 with the Xmas 
Funday at the Ngatea War Me-
morial Hall, 10am-3pm, gold 
coin entry. Entertainment all 
day, food trucks, more than 
80 stalls, Santa, face painting, 
kids rides and lots more.

On December 22, enjoy Car-
ols in the Karangahake Gorge 
hosted by Kerepēhi Brass Band 
from 6.30pm.
DETAILS: To find out more about 
what is happening in your town, 
check out our Events tab on the 
Coromandel App, free to down-
load in your Smartphone app 
store.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Ho-ho-hoping 
to get festive this 
silly season

Kerepēhi Brass at a venue near you
Much like the classic holiday 

carol The Twelve Days of 
Christmas, Kerepēhi Brass Band’s 
upcoming calendar of events is 
plentiful and diverse.

The band has 16 events planned 
between now and Christmas, in-
cluding four Santa parades, one 
each in Waihī, Thames, Paeroa 
and Mercury Bay; seven carolling 
sessions; three markets; and more.

The gigs are as far-flung as 
Hamilton and Mercury Bay, while 
carols will be played and sung 
in Waeranga, Kaiaua, Thames, 
Ngātea, Paeroa, in the Karanga-
hake Gorge railway tunnel, and 
Waihī.

And as if members of the band 
are not busy enough, they will also 
attend their own Christmas party 
and a wedding of one of their for-

mer band members.
Co-vice president and band 

sergeant Fleur Weaver said No-
vember and December were busy 
months for the band’s fundraising. 

“We have a very diverse group 
of members, all of whom are ama-
teur musicians who range vastly 
in ability and experience, but who 
all have one common reason for 
being there: a passion for mak-
ing music, and first and foremost, 
sharing that love of music with our 
community,” she said.

“As with most things these days, 
we can’t rely on goodwill and freely 
giving of our time to achieve this. 

“To keep growing, we require 
funding to purchase much-needed 
new instruments and that’s not 
cheap. We want to reduce as many 
barriers as we can to players, espe-

cially the youth, getting involved.”
Fleur said any support the band 

received would help enable it to 
continue to grow and develop the 
next generation of players.

She also praised band president 
Luke van Vliet’s “leadership and 
drive to diversify the band and 
keep it moving forwards”, as well 
as newly incumbent committee 
members Nicki Leventer, treas-
urer; Jacquie Mitchell, secretary; 
and Cynthia Bates, fundraising.
DETAILS: If you are a business, or-
ganisation or individual interested in 
sponsoring or donating to the band, 
contact kerepehibrass@gmail.com. 
To keep up to date with the band’s 
happenings: www.kerepehibrass.
co.nz, YouTube: @kerepehibrass-
band or follow them on Facebook 
and Instagram.

A busy season is approaching for 
the Kerepehi Brass Band. 
File Photo: THE VALLEY PROFILE
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

• Two Bedroom Villas

ENQUIRE TODAY!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

50%
OFF
frames storewide*

Up to

Complete with kitten face paint is Emmylou Houlten.    Photos: SUPPLIED

Harris Battson is all smiles.
The annual duck race raised 
more than $2000.

Duck’s away
Thames Coast Kindergarten’s annual Duck Race 
Fundraiser was a flying success, raising more than 
$2000 for the not-for-profit seaside kindy. Teachers 
said the combination of the kids’ creativity - with 
decorated ducks and handmade boats racing in Te 
Puru creek - was a sight to behold. “A big shoutout 
to all the participants, sponsors, and supporters who 
contributed to the event’s success,” the kindy said. 
“Their generosity and involvement played a crucial 
role in reaching such an impressive fundraising 
total. The kids had a blast and won some spectacular 
prizes… it was especially lovely to see the wider 
community come and enjoy the day.”

Teachers, from left, Emma Corner, Kate 
Coatsworth, and head teacher Karen Bowie.

Decorated ducks float down Te Puru Creek. 

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call/txt first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holi-
days - art and craft, 
moving, table cover-

ings and more .....



The Waihī War Memorial Hall 
is being transported back to 

the 18th century, as an authentic 
performance of Handel’s Messiah 
takes to the stage this month. 

Tauranga chamber choir Schol-
ars Baroque Aotearoa and baroque 
orchestra NZbAROK will perform 
the sacred work, depicting the life, 
death, and resurrection of Christ, 
on November 26 alongside so-
prano Greta Claringbould, coun-
tertenor Coco Diaz, tenor Jeandré 
le Roux and baritone James Har-
rison. 

With instruments, pitch and 
voices all authentic to the Baroque 
era, the concert promises to be a 

unique experience, sounding as 
close to Handel’s original vision as 
possible. 

The historic instruments, in-
cluding a baroque trumpet, harp-
sichord, timpani, and strings, 
are all tuned to the lower pitch of 
Handel’s time, creating a fuller, 
rounder sound than that of mod-
ern instruments. 

“None of it is amplified. So you 
get to hear right down to almost a 
whisper, and the softness of some 
arias, and then building up to 
the crescendo of soloists and the 
choir,” chorist Rona Keith said.

“And then when the timpani 
comes in as well, it’s visceral, it’s 
actually inside you.”

Messiah is a great place to start 

for those new to classical music, 
Rona said, as much of the oft-
performed music will already be 
familiar to listeners. 

“The music’s very relatable. Eve-
rybody knows the Hallelujah Cho-
rus,” she said. “[And] one of the 
things the conductor does is dress 
up as Mr Handel, the composer, 
and he really gets into it.

“We try to make it something 
that’s accessible for anybody … but 
at the same time we’re absolutely 
serious about the music.” 
DETAILS: Handel’s Messiah, Novem-
ber 26, 2:30pm at the Waihī Memo-
rial Hall. See scholarsbaroque.com 
for more. 
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If school failed you remember...
Rivers never go in reverse so be
like a river,

forget your past
and

focus on the
future.

Be positive - call us!
Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

SCHOOL LEAVERS

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

An Armistice Day gathering was 
held on November 11 at the 

Tunnellers Memorial in Gilmour 
Park, Waihī.

Waihī Heritage Vision members 
and descendants of World War I 
tunnellers Pete and Vicki Beve-
ridge welcomed 21 descendants of 
tunnellers to the commemoration.

“Armistice day in New Zealand 
is not as well attended as it is in 
Europe,” Waihī Heritage Vision 
spokesperson Krishna Buckman 
said. “However, in Waihī at our 
Tunnellers Memorial in Gilmour 
Park, we have been commemorat-
ing Armistice Day since the dedi-
cation of the memorial in 2016.”

People made the effort to attend, 
coming from Taranaki, Auckland 
and even Gore, she said.

The laying of the wreaths was 
presented by four descendants 
from the Cook Islands Mauma-
hara Māori Pioneer Battalion, The 
Forgotten 43, who also shared a 
recital of The Ode in their Cook Is-
land language.

Joh, Moe, Tia and Ben of the 

Cook Islands also shared stories of 
their family members who served 
with the Māori Battalion.

“We also welcomed representa-
tives from the Sappers Association 
to our ceremony,” Krishna said.

“We heard stories from Ernie 
MacManus, from Otago, son of 
John (Jack) MacManus, who told 
us of his father’s experiences in the 
tunnels, along with letters read by 
niece Diane Cooper.”

Krishna said Taranaki woman 
Barbara Dargan was gathering 
stories of her grandfather’s experi-
ences as a tunneller for a book she 
was writing. 

“All the descendants’ stories 
were similar in that the father or 
grandfather who returned home 
didn’t talk about their experience 
in the war, instead choosing to 
bury their experiences,” Krishna 
said. “Some also spoke of mental 
and physical repercussions.”

Guests were invited to contin-
ue catching up over lunch at the 
Waihī Memorial RSA after the 
ceremony had wrapped up.

Waihī pauses to remember 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Hallelujah as choir steps back in time

ENTERTAINMENT

Scholars Baroque and NZbAROK 
Orchestra are bringing the much-

loved Messiah to Waihī. 
Photo SUPPLIED/EZRA NEWICK
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• Office • Sleep Outs
• Extra Accommodation

• Storage • Study
• Farm Accommodation

Available in 2 colours
10 sqm - Fully welded
galvanised steel frame

Marine Ply floor,
insulated walls & roof

3 double power points, COC,
interior/exterior light

VIC’S CABINS
WAIKATO

021 0271 6857

cabins for sale

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha
SPRING SPECIAL

Pine $80/cube - Gum $130/cube
Minimum order 3 cubes
Ph: 0800 7754 6827

splintasfirewood

firewood

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

electrical inspector

���� � ���� ����
������ � ���� ��������

���� ������
 � �������� ����� 
�����������

Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

CALL THE EXPERTS

Paul Hicks is Call The Gardener, who 
originally planted his garden business 

to fit in with looking after his son and 
coaching martial arts.

“I’ve always been an avid gardener, 
I’ve had a veggie garden that I’ve always 
done, I’ve always grown plants… and cut 
flowers when I was younger,” he said.

Paul said his garden care service of-
fered softscapes and small hardscape 
gardening services, including hedge and 
shrub trimming.

“I’ll do garden beds, lawn mowing, 
pruning, potting plants, turning your lawn 

into a garden, weeding, edging and trim-
ming,” he said.

Paul said he was looking forward to 
growing his business. 

“My aim is to develop a personal ser-
vice where I create a relationship with the 
owner,” he said. 

“Our motto is Your Garden, Your Way, 
I’m not here to tell you how you should 
have your garden, I’m here to give you 
ideas of how you could have your garden 
and that’s something I like.”
Contact Paul for more info: Ph: 028 4640 
600 or thegardenercall@gmail.com.

Call The Gardener for garden care
Paul Hicks offers softscape and some hardscape garden services - “Your Garden, Your Way”.  
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Garage Sale

Storage

Storage Trades & Services

Storage

Church Notices

Handyman 

Handyman

Public Notices

Public Notices

Public NoticesPublic Notices

For Lease

Cars For Sale

For Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 

All sizes, all areas. 

Thames based. Ph 

021 060 7659

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Health
Situations Vacant

Situation
 Vacant

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

PAPER RUNNER
We have a vacancy for a paper runner in 

Waihi. Immediate Start...

Please contact Geoff via email 

admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

 for more information.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

29 Keepa Ave, Paeroa. 
8am Sat 25 Nov,  only if 
fine weather. All sorts for 
sale, tools etc inflatable 
boat 3mtr. 0212061434

Aluminium dinghy, 
2.6m long plus 2HP 
Suzuki outboard, oars, 
anchor. Good cond. 
$600 Ph 07 868 9421 Qualified Mechanic Wanted 

Immediate start. 
Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 

or phone 
027 227 1121

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Advertise with 
the paper that is 

being read
 Valley Profile

Ph 022 130 3885

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Makers of the famous 
Golden Skin Cream
Burns, Bites, Grazes

2 or 4 legs...
07 862 9167

Eazy-Blast water 
blasting. Small jobs. 
Steps, drives, paths, 
patios etc. Text Chris 
021 0852 1825

Jolly Bikes is 
advertising intent 
to sell 2010 Giant 

Glory Mountain Bike 
due to no contact 

and abandonment of 
property since July 1 
2023 with a debt of 

$1,700. The bike will 
be put up for sale from 
November 29, 2023.

Jolly Bikes, 92 
Richmond St, 

Thames. 07 867 9026
ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metalscrap vehicles

Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974, 
notice is hereby given that for the purpose 
of a Motorsport Rally Gravel Sprint event. 
The following road will be closed to ordinary 
vehicular traffic for the period indicated 
below. During the period of closure provision 
will be made for ordinary vehicular traffic, 
which would otherwise use the road, to use 
alternative routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 26 November 
2023, 9.00am to 6.00pm.
Road to be closed: South Road, Mangatarata 
(RP 1.68 to end of road).
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour. It will be 
an offence under the above regulations for 
any person otherwise than under authority 
of an authorised permit to use the road for 
ordinary vehicular traffic during the proposed 
period of closure.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Proposed Temporary 
Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974, 
notice is hereby given that for the purpose 
of a Christmas Parade organised by Go Waihi 
it is intended to close the following roads 
to ordinary vehicular traffic for the period 
indicated hereunder. During the proposed 
period of closure provision will be made 
for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative 
routes.
Period of closure: Saturday 2 December 2023, 
10.00am to 2.00pm
Roads to be closed in Waihi: 
• SH2 – Seddon St and Rosemont Rd,  

from School Lane to Kenny St.
• Seddon St – From Rosemont Rd to  

Gilmour St.
• Mueller St – From service lane to  

Seddon St RAB
• Haszard St – From Seddon St to  

Haszard St Service Lane (RP/0.220).
• Moresby Ave – From School Lane to  

Seddon St RAB continuing on to Kenny St.
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to  
use the roads for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to  
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or info@
hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 24 November 2023 .
L D Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Get your 
Christmas, 

Summer 
haircut 
today. 

Walk ins 
Welcome
Variety 

of styles 
including 
layering 
& fades

APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

453 Pollen St 
Thames

Seagull Centre ‘Green 
Drinks’ and AGM.

Dress in your best op 
shop find and join us 
Friday 24 November, 

from
5.30pm in the Seagull 

Centre Classroom.
All welcome.

Paeroa Tennis & 
Squash Club AGM
15 Te Aroha Road, 

Paeroa
Tuesday 28th 

November 2023
7pm start

All Welcome

 Hospice Remembrance Service  
– if you have lost a loved one 

this past year.
St James Church, cnr Pollen & Pahau St, 

Thames, 2pm Sunday 26 November.
Please phone 07 859 1260 to register.

WOODTURNERS CAFE 
is looking for a 

college or uni student 
interested in weekend 
and holiday cafe work 

over the 
summer season. 
Year 11 and over.

Variable hours and full 
training given. 

Contact Lorraine with 
expression of interest 

on 021 246 9376

Historic Kōpū 
Bridge Society 

AGM
Sunday 3rd December 

2023 at 3pm
St Georges Church Hall

MacKay St, Thames

Toyota Passo 2008. 
Good cond. New WoF. 
Under 30,000ks. $7,500 
or swap for electric 
motorbike of same 
value. Ph 021 167 6777

Laptop, old type, excel 
cond. $100. Ph 021 167 
6777



Great progress was made on the Kōpū-
Hikuai Bridge project last week, the 

transport agency says.
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency re-

gional manager of infrastructure delivery Jo 
Wilton said last week the SH25A Taparahi 
team had essentially completed the barriers 
for the new bridge, with only some finishing 
work to stitch the barriers together at the 
joints still to come this week. 

“Soil nailing continues during night shifts, 
ensuring the bank alongside the bridge is as 
resilient as possible,” she said.

“Road construction is well underway on 
the eastern side and the pavement team will 
start work on the western side early [this] 
week, ensuring there’s a nice smooth road 
connecting to the bridge ready to open to 
traffic by Christmas.”

Waka Kotahi recently confirmed State 
Highway 25A between Kōpū and Hikuai will 
be open to traffic by December 20 – a full 
three months earlier than anticipated.

Ms Wilton said while there was still a lot of 
work to do to finish the bridge by Christmas, 
getting traffic across as soon as possible has 
always been the aim for Waka Kotahi.

“We know how difficult the highway clo-
sure has been on local families, businesses, 

schools and communities and the impact 
it’s had on visitors to the region. That’s why, 
along with our builders, McConnell Dowell 
and Fulton Hogan JV, we’ve pulled out all 
the stops to deliver the fastest and most re-
silient solution for the Coromandel.

“With the build beginning in June, get-
ting it open in less than seven months is a 
huge achievement given a bridge of this type 
would normally take 12 to 14 months to con-
struct. We’ve built the bridge in record time 
by accelerating our work programme, with 
teams working 24 hour shifts both on site 
and offsite at Eastbridge in Napier, where 
the steel girders were manufactured.”

With finishing works still ongoing, the 
bridge will open under traffic management 
at a reduced speed. The project team will 
be completing drainage and planting, so 
the project won’t be fully complete for a few 
more months. This work won’t require the 
road to be closed, though traffic manage-
ment will be required from time to time.

“We’d like to thank everyone who is 
working so hard to get this bridge open by 
Christmas and our special thanks to the Co-
romandel community for their patience and 
support. We know it’s been a tough year and 
we hope this new bridge is the gift that helps 
get the Peninsula back on its feet,” Ms Wil-
ton said.
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Shortland Wharf, Thames
Ph: 868 6528 Cafe Ph: 868 6828

E:thamesfish@xtra.co.nz
www.thamesfisheries.co.nz

Fresh Seafood
Fish & Chips

Bait

Licenced Cafe
Real Fruit Ice Cream

Great Coffee

annanddnnd evveveevvenneen

We cater from small
private gatherings to
large scale events.
• Weddings &
Funerals

• Corporate Events
•Team Building

Events

And we can cater
to your needs...

• Buffet
• A La Carte

• Morning & Afternoon
Teas

• High Teas
and more

How can we help you?
What do we cater?....Everything!

Contact us to plan the catering for your next event.
Kris Burton 022 380 9735

email burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
facebook @burtonscatering • website burtoncatering.co.nz

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

Café & Shop OPEN 7 Days
BioGro Organic Cheese &

Yoghurt. Gelato & Sorbet made
on site. Deli lines & Giftware.

Animal Farm and outdoor area.
4 Wainui Road, Matatoki, RD1

Thames Ph 07 868 1284
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Are you good with numbers, and have an        
eye for detail?

Do you get satisfaction out of helping others, and 
keen to be part of a fun and supportive team?

This role requires a special person on a fixed term 
basis - who can be firm but fair and offer empathy 
to our customers and provide support to the 
Revenue Team.

Responsibilities:

• Monitor financial data to identify trends, 
discrepancies and opportunities for revenue 
enhancement

• Assist customers with payment plans, and 
various enquires

• Assist the Revenue Manager with processing of 
financial transactions and optimise strategies for 
maximum income

• Monitor and ensure compliance with relevant 
regulations and policies

If you are driven by process, but can also think 
outside the box the this job is for you!

If you are interested in this role, please submit 
your application online now at 

haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz/Vacancies         
as we will be interviewing suitable candidates     

as they apply

Applications close 08 December 2023

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

FIXED TERM Senior 
Revenue Officer       

(Credit Controller)

Come join our team as Senior Accounts 
Officer / Payroll Officer and enjoy the varied 

task this role offers. 

The general responsibilities of this role are to 
ensure the effective delivery of financial services 
and to provide support to the payroll team. If you 
have experience in this field (preferably with local 
government) and relevant qualifications we would 
love to hear from you. We can offer a supportive, 
collaborative work environment with flexible work 
opportunities and professional development. 

If you are interested in the role, please submit 
your application online now as we will be 

interviewing suitable candidates as they apply.

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Senior Accounts Officer  
/ Payroll Officer 

Applications are now open for 2024
COACHES and MANAGERS

for all teams, in the following Sports Codes
Touch, Cricket, MotoX, Shooting

Waka Ama, Rugby, Football, Hockey
Basketball and Netball

Please contact sport@haurakiplains.school.nz 
for an application form

Applications close 1st December 2023

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

FoodiesFoodies FoodiesFoodies FoodiesFoodies FoodiesFoodies FoodiesFoodies

SH25A bridge barriers complete
SH25A BRIDGE UPDATE

The SH25A bridge barriers are complete. Photo: NZTA

Have you visited The Cheese 
Barn and tried their Gelato and 

Sorbet Ice Creams? 
They are made using the same 

organic milk and cream used in the 
cheese making and are only made 
and sold on site. They are sold in 
tubs or cones and also on Belgium 
Waffles which are a real treat. 

There is a Breakfast Menu served 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 
9am to midday, and the Waffles 
are available with mascarpone and 
berry compote or bacon and maple 
syrup. They have only been doing 
the cooked breakfasts since March, 
and it’s proving a real hit, especially 
the Eggs Benedict Bacon and The Big 
Barn Breakfast.

The Cheese Barn is situated in a 
picturesque area between Thames 

and Paeroa, only 5km from Kōpū and 
is on the Hauraki Rail Trail so they 
get plenty of cyclists call in for coffee 
and cheese boards or tasty pizzas 
made with aged cheese. They use 
Coffee LaLa beans and organic milk 
processed in the factory. You can 
also buy Organic Unhomogenised 
Milk in 1 litre glass bottles with a 
refund on the bottle once returned. 
This same milk is also available at the 
Thames Organic Shop in Pollen St.

The cafe is open seven days a 
week and is BYO licensed, so you 
can also enjoy your favorite wine 
while sitting outside in the large 
outdoor area with plenty of room 
for the kids to run around. There are 
animals to feed and pat like alpacas, 
goats, guinea pigs, rabbits, birds, and 
chickens.

Organic gelato and sorbet ice cream on offer
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Vanish into thin air, 10 Spotless, 15 Asleep, 16 Illuminate, 17 Flexible, 19 Recluse, 21 Skeet,
22 Arrogance, 25 Reprimand, 27 Abridge, 29 Clover, 33 Local, 34 Frontier, 36 Propaganda, 39 Gig, 41
Factual, 42 Fedora, 43 Rattle, 44 Fume, 45 Forceps, 48 Astronomer, 53 Stifled, 57 Belt, 58 Garden, 59
Twelve, 60 Warrior, 62 Gel, 64 Exacerbate, 65 Abnormal, 66 Denim, 69 Belief, 70 Compass, 71 Outskirts,
76 Cleopatra, 77 Nomad, 78 Station, 83 Hypnotic, 84 Nationwide, 85 Sinker, 86 Dressage, 87 The cream
of the crop.

DOWN: 2 Answer, 3 Ideal, 4 Hop, 5 Nail, 6 Oilskin, 7 Hamlet, 8 Nuns, 9 Intermix, 11 Pillar, 12 Toxicology,
13 Ebbs, 14 Smelter, 18 Songwriter, 20 Sire, 23 Smirk, 24 Eventual, 26 Elastic, 28 Bargain, 30 Potato, 31
Vigour, 32 Apples, 35 Needs, 37 Ahead, 38 Harp, 40 Grim, 45 Fable, 46 Reliable, 47 Shabby, 48 Additional,
49 Tang, 50 Outlaws, 51 Oceans, 52 Elver, 54 Team, 55 Fervent, 56 Exotic, 61 Rebellious, 63 Balsa, 67
Approach, 68 Kilt, 69 Blushed, 72 Uranium, 73 Boxing, 74 Bounce, 75 Bolero, 79 Tonic, 80 Apse, 81 Disc,
82 Reef, 85 Soh.
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ACROSS
1 Modify for a new
purpose (5)
4 Disapprove
(4,1,3,4,2)
11 Cereal crop (5)
14 Rural holdings (5)
15 Inconsiderate (11)
16 Rough writing (8)
19 Perturb (7)
20 Undress (5)
21 Bed cover (9)
24 Unreal (9)
26 Dishonest act or
statement (6)
27 Become wider (6)
31 Insure (5)
32 Brews up (8)
34 Intense dislike or
fear of foreigners (10)
37 Small child (3)
39 Of the stomach (7)
40 Russian vehicle
drawn by three horses
abreast (6)
41 Incapable (6)
42 Dross (4)
43 Tuneful (7)
46 Proficiency (10)
51 Piece (7)
55 Dark blue colour (4)
56 Grinding teeth (6)
57 Lucky charm (6)
58 Crack (7)
60 Male cat (3)
62 Prepared (2,3,5)
63 On time (8)
64 Chocolate substitute
(5)
67 Travelling show (6)

68 Of mountains (6)
69 Dare (9)
74 Eating place (9)
75 Thin soup (5)
76 Diary (7)
81 Hinged hatch (8)
82 Fairground ride (6,5)
83 Muggy (5)
84 Communication
device (5)
85 Be lavish in
one’s spending or
celebrations (4,3,4,3)
86 Prise (5)

DOWN
2 Lethal (6)
3 Dancing shoes (5)
5 Throbbing pain (4)
6 Globe-circling line (7)
7 Summer flower (6)
8 Grind (4)
9 Sixth sense (8)
10 False front (6)
11 Wagon-builder (10)
12 Small island off Italy
(4)
13 Thick sweet syrup
(7)
17 Grass edging of
road (5)
18 Think carefully (10)
22 Pry (5)
23 Meal cooked
outdoors (8)
25 Distinguished
musician (7)
26 Aloof (7)
28 Rummage for food
(6)

29 Be frugal (6)
30 Loses feathers (6)
33 Collector’s item (5)
35 Confess to (5)
36 Pacific country (4)
38 Change direction (4)
43 Craze (5)
44 Vary a lot (anag)(8)
45 Genetically copied
(6)
46 Ornate lighting
fixture (10)
47 Majority (4)
48 Instance (7)
49 Of or like a horse
(6)
50 Large strong box (5)
52 Heinous (4)
53 Small wild horse (7)
54 Lacking width (6)
59 Enterprising or
ambitious drive (3-2-
3-2)
61 Stop up with filler
(5)
65 Embrocation (8)
66 Snake poison (5)
67 Museum keeper (7)
70 Small axe (7)
71 Regain (6)
72 Painting in plaster
(6)
73 Aliens (anag)(6)
77 Red powder (5)
78 Employee (4)
79 Complimentary (4)
80 Meal list (4)

 SUDOKU               127

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                147

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E:Centre.Manager@tangataora.org.nz
Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 3pm, Friday 10am - 1pm - After hours by arrangement

Total Mobility Scheme assessors

SPRINGSPRING
SALESALE
New scooters
from $4,250
+ much more

Village
Press Oils
fundraiser

$25
per pack,

we get $5 from each sale
email or phone to order

by 24 Nov
Great Christmas gifts
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OUR LATEST PRE-OWNED LISTINGS

���������.��.�� | 39 ���� ����, ������ | 07 862 8783

HAURAKI’S HOME OF

$24,990

2012 Nissan Navara D40 ST 4WD
M�����
2.5L D�����

������� ���������
�����-��� �������

$19,990

2018 Suzuki S-Cross Prestige
AAA��������
111.4L P�����

������� ���������
�����-��� ������� $29,990

2022 Suzuki Vitara Turbo AWD
A����������
1.4L T����
P�������

������� ���������
�����-��� ������� $11,990

2008 Toyota Vanguard 4WD
AAA��������
2.4L P�����

������� ���������
�����-��� ������� $27,995

2023 Suzuki Swift Hybrid RS
AAA��������
111.2L H�����

������� ���������
�����-��� �������

$21,990

2022 Suzuki Ignis Ltd
A��������
1.222L P�����

������� ���������
�����-��� ������� $36,995

2013 BMW X5
AAA��������
3.0L ������

������� ���������
�����-��� ������� $36,990

2021 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2WD
A��������
2.0LLL P�����

������� ���������
�����-��� �������$25,990

2023 Suzuki Swift Hybrid RS
A��������
1.2L H�����

������� ���������
�����-��� �������

$23,990

2017 Nissan Qashqai TI
AAA��������
222.0L P�����

������� ���������
�����-��� ������� $16,995

2016 Ssangyong Korando SPR 4WD
AAA��������
2...0L D�����

������� ���������
�����-��� ������� $21,990

2022 Suzuki Ignis Ltd
A����������
1.2LLL P�����

������� ���������
�����-��� �������

SOLD

Strong show as community comes together
The birds of Kerepēhi 

School’s community flocked 
together to produce and per-
form the school’s first produc-
tion in nine years, and teacher 
Naomi Fisher said the experi-
ence had been empowering. 

The 90 tamariki of Kerepēhi 
School spent most of two terms 
rehearsing the songs, dances 
and script for Birds of a Feath-
er. The play, by New Zealand 
company Hī Hā StoryDance, 
was specifically written for pri-
mary-aged audiences and looks 
at the importance of protecting 
the environment.

It depicts several native birds 
learning to work together as 
they fight to protect their bush 
home from the “baddie” prop-
erty developers.

It also introduces the con-
cept of tangata whenua, and 
the bilingual script is uniquely 
Aotearoa, interspersing basic te 
reo Māori with English.

“It was important that we in-
volve the whole school,” Naomi 
said, “[and] that it’s got the cul-
ture of our school.”

For the teachers, it was also 
an opportunity to tie the play’s 
theme back to their classroom 
lessons. 

“We’ve been studying lo-
cal ngahere [bush] for the last 
year, we’ve got a wetlands area 
we’re developing at school … we 
learnt about the kowhai plant 
and the different parts of the 

flower, the stamen, the leaves 
and petals,” Naomi said. 

Choreography was practised 
each morning, and the students 
all had a helping hand in making 
the costumes, props, and set. 

“[The wings] were all second 
hand materials that we either 
had donated or got from the op 
shop … The headbands we made 
with the feathers,” Naomi said. 

“We’re an enviroschool as 

well, so it’s all interwoven within 
our curriculum.”

The community rallied around 
the school to support the pro-
duction, Naomi said, drawing 
parallels to the whakataukī 
[proverb] at the heart of the 
play’s theme. 

“Ehara taku toa i te toa takita-
hi, engari he toa takitini - it’s not 
the strength of me alone but the 
strength of everyone,” she said. 

“It really is a real community 
effort. We even had some of the 
parent helpers painting some 
of the walls too, and helping to 
hang backdrops … Even just 
shuttling the kids [to the hall] 
when it’s been raining.” 

After three sold-out per-
formances, the school is now 
looking ahead to more shows in 
future years. 

“A few of us were keen on the 

dance and drama side of things, 
and we felt like it was time,” 
Naomi said. “We’re wanting to 
do it every couple of years now. 

“It’s just amazing seeing the 
kids’ confidence grow. Some of 
the lead roles are quite shy kids, 
and they’ve just really stepped 
up into those roles.”

ENTERTAINMENT

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Kerepēhi School students 
worked hard to produce 

Birds of a Feather, including 
making all the costumes, 

props and set. 
Photo: ALICE PARMINTER


