
The reopening of one of Coro-
mandel’s main routes before 

the holiday rush is set to be an 
“early Christmas present” for the 
region, the local MP has said.

It comes after Waka Kotahi New 
Zealand Transport Agency an-
nounced that the two sides of the 
Coromandel Peninsula will be re-
connected once again, with traffic 
able to cross the SH25A bridge by 
December 20 - three months ear-

lier than expected. “We’ve built the 
bridge in record time by acceler-
ating our work programme, with 
teams working 24 hour shifts both 
onsite and offsite,” NZTA regional 
manager of infrastructure delivery 
for Waikato-Bay of Plenty Jo Wil-
ton said. “In addition, we used a 
bridge design we already had and 
repurposed steel plates which had 
been purchased for [Tauranga’s] 
Minden bridge… meaning we 
didn’t have a lengthy wait for steel 
to come in from overseas.” 

The new 124 metre Taparahi 
Bridge on State Highway 25A be-
tween Kōpū and Hikuai has been 
constructed in less than seven 
months, after the road was washed 
away by severe weather earlier this 
year.

Ms Wilton said while there was 
still a lot of work to do to finish the 
bridge by Christmas, getting traf-
fic across as soon as possible had 
always been the aim for Waka Ko-
tahi.  “We’d like to thank everyone 
who is working so hard to get this 

bridge open by Christmas and our 
special thanks to the Coroman-
del community for their patience 
and support. We know it’s been a 
tough year and we hope this new 
bridge is the gift that helps get the 
Peninsula back on its feet.”

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson 
rejoiced at the news.

“I was very critical that it took six 
months for work to get underway, 
but I couldn’t be happier with the 
efforts of the contractors and the 
workers on the ground,” he said.

With finishing works still on-
going, the bridge will open under 
traffic management at a reduced 
speed. 

The cost of the bridge, once eve-
rything is finished, is expected to 
be around $43 million. An addi-
tional $25m is being spent to clear 
slips, replace the original under-
sized culvert, and undertake cru-
cial road maintenance work along 
the rest of the length of SH25A.
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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

‘Home for the homeless’ project pitched, P3

0800 TOTALSPAN
TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

TRUST YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS
Totalspan Coromandel 1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames
P 07 869 0400 E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

The SH25A bridge at 
the end of last week. 

Photo: SUPPLIED/NZTA

Open by ChristmasOpen by Christmas

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Thames Tides
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discover a whole new world of outdoor
entertaining!

The toughest, coldest box in the world.
Tough, reliable, and value for money
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in New Zealand.
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‘Good onya’ recipients honoured
Twelve awards were be-

stowed upon worthy recipi-
ents from around the Hauraki 
last week, thanking them for 
their contributions to the com-
munity.

Hauraki District Council’s 
annual OnYa awards night was 
held in Paeroa on November 8. 

Previously named the Citizen 
and Young Achiever Awards, 
the evening consists of ac-
knowledging and celebrating 
the achievements and positive 
differences people have made 
within their communities.

The award categories con-
sisted of: caring about your 
community - an individual 
award for service to the com-
munity; working together to 
make a difference - a commu-
nity group award for service to 
the community; knocking it out 
of the park - an award for ser-
vice or achievement in sport or 
recreation; and enhancing and 
enriching our lives - an award 
for service or achievement in 
arts or culture.

Council’s awards working 
party also decides on the re-
cipient of the OnYa Tu Meke 
award, for going above and 
beyond, chosen from the suc-
cessful nominees in the four 
categories.

Deputy Mayor Paul Milner 
presented the awards and said 
they were an opportunity to 

say “good on you, and job well 
done”.

“It’s a wonderful occasion 
to be able to say thank you to 
these people who have done a 
really great job, not just over 
the last 12 months, but over the 
last few decades in some cases.”

Recipients were: Michael 
Read, Julie-Ada Tana, Naelene 
Donaldson, Sheryl Krissansen, 
Luke van Vliet, Sam Morrison, 
Grier Buchanan, Jamie-Lee 
Owen, Meg Thomas, Ian Brad-
shaw, and Josephine Jebb, as 
well as Thomas Kereoma, Tay-

lor-James Adamson, Everitt 
Remnant, Sam Remnant, Luke 
Johnstone, Max Wicks, Bailey 
Soppet-Main, and Hemi Smith 
(group). 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Twelve awards were given to individuals and groups to thank them for their contributions.            Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

From left: Naelene Donaldson was recognised for her contribution to arts and culture; Paeroa College Dux Grier 
Buchanan acknowledges the audience; Paeroa library volunteer Sam Morrison was thanked for his hard work.
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263
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web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz
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& Equipment, Effluent &

Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,
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To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

*T&Cs apply.

Black Friday Sale

off all La-Z-Boy
25-50%

*
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‘Home for the homeless’ project pitched
A project that hopes to put a 

roof over the heads of the 
homeless has been pitched to 
Thames-Coromandel district 
councillors.

It will need to have commu-
nity backing, organisers said, 
but with it, it would have the 
potential to get people “back 
on their own feet”. 

In May, The Profile reported 
on homeless people living in 
poor conditions in tents and 
under tarps in Thames’ Danby 
Field near Thames’ main shop-
ping centre, and 100 metres 
from a children’s playground 
set for a $1.5m redevelopment.

Project initiator Sonja Merz 
and Thames Baptist Church 
pastor Chris Lee presented 
during the public forum of 
council’s October 31 meeting, 
telling elected members how 
their Coming Home initia-
tive would provide support for 
those who have “fallen through 
the gaps in the system” and 
who have “hit rock-bottom”.

“The main idea is to provide 
a home and have house par-
ents living there,” Sonja said. 

“The project is for those who 
are ready for change and would 
like to start a new life. There 
will be expectations of commit-
ment from the participants… 
and there will only be a few 
people living in the house at 
the time, and living there for a 
year or two, until their lives are 
transformed and their hearts 
healed.”

Sonja said house residents 
would be connected with coun-
sellors, therapists, prayer min-
isters, and other support sys-
tems to learn about life skills, 
values, identity, emotions, fi-
nances, parenting and relation-
ships.

“The goal is recovery, resto-
ration, healing and wholeness,” 
Sonja said. 

“People will get back on to 

their own feet, they will be rein-
tegrated into society, reconnect 
with family, and get work and 
housing.” 

The project would rely on 
funds and volunteers, while 
it’s envisioned the house would 
be a private house, rented or 
owned, that could host up to six 
people. 

It could be run as its own en-
terprise or retreat centre, Sonja 

said, or under an umbrella like 
the Baptist Church’s Living 
Well Trust.

“A single person can’t do this. 
A single church or institution 
would find it difficult to do this. 
But as a town, we can do this. I 
believe, if we all pull together, 
we can achieve this goal,” she 
said.

“We have many people in our 
town who really struggle; the 

People have been living in tents in Danby Field near Thames’ main shopping centre.               File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

need is big. 
“The number of people with 

substance addictions and oth-
er mental health issues like 
anxiety and depression is con-
stantly increasing. Some have 
lost everything. We want to see 
them and care for them.”

Sonja said the Coming Home 
project team had its first meet-
ing in the middle of October, 
with close to 50 people attend-
ing, including representatives 
from the Ministry of Social De-
velopment, the Thames Com-
munity Board, council, and Te 
Whatu Ora. 

One of the main requests 
born from the meeting was a 
night shelter, she said, so that 
people could have a roof over 
their heads, and toilet and 
shower facilities. 

“There are different needs 
out there, and people are at dif-
ferent stages.

“Some are not ready for 
change, but they still need to 
have basic needs met - and for 
them, a shelter would be im-
portant,” Sonja said.

“Others are at a point where 
they are ready to start a new 
life - and for those, a loving 
home would be the best place.”

The organisers were now at 
the point of forming a plan-
ning team, and said they would 
come up with “a thorough plan, 
a detailed concept”, which they 
could then present to the com-
munity and use for applica-
tions for funding and grants.
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Celebrating Excellence at HPC
Lovese Gunn
Proxime Accessit

Hauraki Plains Jaycee Cup and Ngatea District
High School Award

Matthew Strickland
Prime Ministers Vocational

Excellence

Anna Hart
and Joshua Tugomoa
Good Citizenship Award

Miles Sargent
Contribution to Corporate

Life of the College
Tenant Prize

Holly Wilgermein
and Katelyn Flooks

Supreme Effort
Delia Cullen Memorial Cup

Tahlia Warburton
All Round Excellence

Māori student
Vee Port Trophy

Eleanor Clarkin
Contribution to
Multiculturalism

Norman Pratt Award

Education
‘Work hard, kids’: Top pupil’s sense of pride
Making a bet with his closest 

Dux rival was just one of 
the ways Charlie O’Neill made a 
year of hard work more enjoy-
able. 

And now, after being named 
Hauraki Plains College’s Dux for 
2023 and receiving the Leonard 
Cup and Lynn Penrhys-Evan 
Memorial prize, Charlie is mak-
ing sure to be proud of his mon-
umental efforts.

The 17-year-old Year 13 
student was also named the 
school’s all-round excellence 
recipient, and received the Stu-
art Hamilton Memorial Prize 
for demonstrating outstanding 
achievements in academics, 
sports, culture, and service. 

He told The Profile he felt “a 
great sense of pride” after being 
acknowledged at the school’s 
Senior Academic prizegiving 
this month.

“I knew that my many, many 
hours of hard work, resilience, 
and sacrifice had paid off,” 
he said. “This year’s achieve-
ments were something I had to 
work extremely hard for, which 
makes them all the more satis-
fying. Work hard kids.”

Charlie, who obtained 100 
Excellence credits and many 
subject awards, including nine 
distinctions and one commen-
dation, was also the college’s 
Head Boy and captain of the 
boys’ First XI football team.

When asked how he managed 
to juggle his sporting and aca-
demic commitments, Charlie 
said simple things - like using a 
diary - were helpful.

“Sport has always been my 
happy place, especially football - 

my escape from schoolwork you 
could say - so it was always easy 
to find time to dedicate to it. 

“For everything else, I was 
very lucky to have an amazing 
team of students and teach-
ers who helped carry the load,” 

he said. “On a personal level, 
though, I found using a diary 
very helpful. It taught me that 
there are actually so many free 
hours in a day, which I could 
then take advantage of through 
careful planning.”

Hauraki Plains College Head 
Boy Charlie O’Neill has 

been named Dux for 2023 
and amassed a horde of 

awards.          
 Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air Charlie has been offered sig-

nificant financial scholarships 
from two universities following 
his graduation from Hauraki 
Plains College.

Things he’ll remember from 
his time studying there include 
the support of the staff and his 
fellow students, the school’s 
positive culture, and “having a 
good laugh with my mates”.

His advice for students who 
will be coming into NCEA in 
the following years is to make 
school work fun.

“I did this by making a bet 
with my closest rival for Dux, 
which made a year of hard work 
more enjoyable,” he said.

“And it sounds counterintui-
tive, but sometimes you need 
to not work as hard to do your 
best work. Don’t overwork and 
stress yourself out, sometimes 
you simply need to chill out. 

“So, work hard, but not too 
hard. What you do when you’re 
not working is equally as im-
portant as what you do when 
you are.”

Meanwhile, Lovese Gunn re-
ceived the runner-up academic 
award to the Dux - the Proxime 
Accessit. She won the Hauraki 
Plains Jaycee Cup and Ngātea 
District High School Award for 
gaining all possible internal ex-
cellence credits offered across 
her subjects.
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Mental health ‘hub’ connects kids with help
Steve Williams is a busy man.

When The Profile sits down 
with him inside his Paeroa clin-
ic, it is between appointments, 
and he is wearing a brightly-
patterned waistcoat, the fabric 
of which was given to him by a 
former patient, a young girl who 
knew of his penchant for formal-
wear.

He says he sees between five 
and eight young people a day, 
who are either overcoming trau-
ma, overwhelming anxiety, or 
low moods.

“I think our kids are, basically, 
just awesome human beings. 
The teenagers I’ve worked with 
are some of the most empathic, 
caring young people, and the 
reason they struggle with the 
world is because the world is not 
a very empathic, caring place at 
times,” he says.

Steve is a Thames-based clini-
cal psychologist who has spent 
decades working with adoles-
cents. He has met young people 
with anger issues, drug or al-
cohol dependency, depression, 
grief and trauma, and abusive 
backgrounds.

While he admits his Paeroa 
clinic is rather “grey”, there are 
soft toys in the corner and on 
more than one occasion, he has 
brought out his replica Lord of 
the Rings sword to teach young 
boys about self-control and reg-
ulating emotions.

He says that since Covid-19, in 
which young people were con-
stantly warned of the dangers 

of the pandemic, and the rise of 
“doom scrolling” on social media, 
young people are facing more 
challenges than ever.

“They are under more pres-
sure in terms of their well-being 
than any previous generation 
because they are exposed to so 
much in the media that is essen-
tially doom and gloom,” he says, 
“and people are impacted when 
they’re surrounded by doom and 
gloom.”

But Steve says mental health 
challenges for young people have 
always been present, the only dif-

ference is that back in the day, 
kids were told to “harden up”. 

“And as a result, you have peo-
ple in their 60s and 70s who are 
not that happy but have never 
had any help, and what I have 
found is that often, the stuff that 
upsets them has been upsetting 
them for a really long time,” he 
says. 

“If we can work with people 
when they’re young and re-
solve their distress when they’re 
young, we save the adult mental 
health services 40 or 50 years of 
trying to support people not cop-

ing with the world. So, the money 
should all be in child and adoles-
cent mental health, but it’s not.” 

Steve is speaking from experi-
ence. 

He explains that there were 
times when he was growing up 
where he wasn’t a very happy kid.

“There were no services. I ba-
sically had to suck it up and deal 
with it,” he says. 

“When I got older, I thought: 
‘This is really crappy. There has 
got to be people who actually give 
a shit.” 

So that’s why Steve has initi-

Clinical psychologist Steve Williams has initiated a new mental health ‘hub’.                        Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ated a new mental health ‘hub’ 
specifically for the Thames Val-
ley. 

He has established an online 
website that connects families 
with clinicians who specialise in 
working with children and ado-
lescents. 

The aim of the hub is to help 
those in need find the right as-
sistance, with rural services of-
ten being limited or riddled with 
long waitlists.

“I am not willing to see anoth-
er young person do themselves 
in because they can’t find the 
right help,” Steve says. 

His plan is to have a one-stop-
shop website, with details of all 
the counsellors, services, and 
non-governmental organisa-
tions on offer in the Thames-Co-
romandel and Hauraki districts. 

There are already six clinicians 
whose details are listed on the 
site, and Steve is encouraging all 
reputable workers with a focus 
on tamariki and rangitahi to get 
in touch.

“At some point I’m going to 
want to retire and I don’t want 
to get to that point having done 
nothing that enables good ser-
vices to continue for young peo-
ple,” he says. 

“I want to create something 
that is so good that we can at-
tract other clinicians to our area, 
knowing what a great group of 
people we’ve got here.” 
DETAILS: For more information on 
the hub or to get in touch, visit: 
candahub.vit.kiwi.
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Moanataiari sea wall
improvement
Around 60 people
attended a public
meeting in Thames
on 30 October,
jointly organised
by our Council and
the Moanataiari
Residents’
Committee, to consider options for enhancing
Moanataiari’s sea wall.
A recently completed five-yearly inspection and
review of the sea wall, conducted by engineering
firm Tonkin and Taylor, found the wall is currently
performing well but will require upgrades to
extend its lifespan beyond 2036. Improving the sea
wall is of high importance and is being considered
as part of Council’s Long Term Plan setting out
projects for the next 10 years.
Two options were outlined: (1) extending the
wooden parapet by 200mm or (2) replacing the
parapet with a solid concrete structure. Potential
funding sources for any selected option have not
yet been identified, with both central government
and ratepayer contributions likely areas for
investigation.
Find out more at tcdc.govt.nz/moanataiari

Recreational Biking Strategy
Creating a world-class off-road cycle trail network
and experiences for residents and visitors, in
collaboration with a range of organisations, were
the aims behind our Council’s adoption of the
Hauraki-Coromandel Recreational Biking Strategy
in October.
The strategy was initially developed by our
regional tourism organisation, Destination
Hauraki-Coromandel. Our Council then undertook
community engagement which showed high
levels of support and enthusiasm for cycling and
the strategy.
Another key aim is to enhance and showcase our
beautiful environment to become a nationally
significant mountain bike destination. Recent
Council-commissioned research showed that
mountain biking holidaymakers could increase
nearly 10 per cent over the next four years – to
bring in $9.2 million.
tcdc.govt.nz/recreationalbikingstrategy
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News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

Ma-ori wards in 2025
Our Council voted
unanimously at its October
meeting to establish a Māori
ward (or wards) in time for the
2025 and 2028 local elections.
Similar to a General Election,
a Māori ward at local level
allows voters who’ve chosen
to be on the Māori roll to elect
a representative to council to
ensure that a specifically Māori
perspective is part of decision-
making. People who opt to
enrol on the Māori roll vote only
on that roll, not on the general roll as well.

The move aims to redress
under-representation of
Māori in local government
and recognises Māori
knowledge and
perspectives are hugely
important when Council
considers land use, the
environment, business,
tourism etc.

Our Council now needs to
undertake a ‘representation
review’ by July next year
to look at the details of the

ward(s), according to provisions in the Local Electoral Act.
The public will be fully consulted.

tcdc.govt.nz/maoriwardsvote

The Council Chamberwas packedwith communitymembers
andMāori leaders supporting theMāori ward vote.

LONGTERM PLAN
Our Council recently held a series of drop-in sessions,
including one at Thames market, to hear from
communities about their thoughts on Council priorities
for activities, facilities and services over the next ten
years. We also held an online session which you can
view on YouTube.
Recovery from the extreme weather earlier this year
and building resilience into communities, infrastructure
and facilities will be a key focus, as is economic
recovery and better protection of our coast through the
Shoreline Management Pathways project.
We’re still working on budgets and priorities and will be
formally consulting our community in March/April next
year about what we’re proposing.
tcdc.govt.nz/LTP-2024-2034

Aword from our Thames Community
Board Chair Adrian Catran JP:
“We’re currently focused on our Long Term
Plan – working out the priorities for Council
spending over the next ten years. Storm
recovery is a priority – not just reconstructing roads and
infrastructure, but alsomaking sure our communities
are more resilient both socially and economically. For
Thames, this includes protecting areas of our coast
vulnerable to storms, like Moanataiari, and developing
new aquatic facilities and sports fields. We’ll be formally
consulting the public in March and April next year.”
adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s nextmeeting is onWednesday
29 November, 10am in Thames Council Offices.
tcdc.govt.nz/meetings

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE

Abingdon-on-Thames visit

Thames Community Board recently hosted visitors from
the UK’s Abingdon-on-Thames, a “sister town” of our
Thames. Stella Carter (pictured centre, in yellow), the
Chair of Abingdon Twin Town Association, visited our
Community Board, meeting with our elected members,
staff and local community leaders and bringing an
official letter to our Mayor from Abingdon-on-Thames
District Council.
As part of the sister town arrangement, the people of
Thames have been given the ‘freedom’ of Abingdon-on-
Thames, with a proclamation in Thames’ Council foyer.
This freedom involves the historic right to drive sheep
into the town!
To contact the Twin Town Association, please email:
bakehouse@supanet.com
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BLACK
FRIDAYBed Sale

65%
OFF

On NZ made beds
and mattresses

FREE
BED REMOVAL
On purchases above

$1999*

500
FLYBUYS*

Earn upto 500 Flybuys
instore (T & C’s Apply)

U
PT

O
FREE
DELIVERY

On purchases above
$999*

2x FREE
PILLOWS

On purchases above
$1499*

ANY SIZEANY SIZE

1 PRICE!1 PRICE!
YOUR DREAM DEAL!!

QUEEN, K
ING, SUUUPE

R KING

QUEEN, K
ING, SUPE

R KING

$1999$1999

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. King and Super King bases come with split base.
Free delivery applicable on orders above $999 within 15km radius.

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 4pm / Sun 10am - 3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

Steampunk enthusiasts came from across the motu (country) to take part in the parade and festival.

The Awesome Foursome: Lorraine Olsen, Lyndsay James, Paula McWha and 
Barbara Preece.

People of all ages dressed in their 
Victorian best for the festival.

Medusa and Nev Amore Makepeace.

Golden glow
The Steampunk festival drew thousands of people to 
Thames for four days of festivities over the weekend. 
Pollen St appeared to be lined with gold as festival goers 
embraced the Gold Rush theme, and the golden-hued 
sunshine only added to the carefree atmosphere. Valley 
Profile reporter ALICE PARMINTER went on a treasure hunt. 

Modified and decorated vehicles of all kinds participated in the parade.

The Steampunk parade was a highlight of the event.
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This advertisement is authorised by the Hauraki District Council

Get started! Get involved!

Find out more

Placemaking timeline

EVENTS!
We’re working with the talented,
award winning design company
Isthmus to shape Placemaking
Plans with the community – for the
community. First up, Isthmus have
designed three events to get you
thinking about your town and how
to see it with a new perspective.

Hauraki District Council has receivedmoney from central government to develop placemaking
plans for Paeroa, Kerepēhi and Ngātea as part of the BetterOff Funding package.

20Oct, 2023
Hui with ManaWhenua

19 Nov, 2023 - 10 Dec, 2023
Speaking together #1 Story of Place

21 Jan, 2024 - 18 Feb, 2024
ImaginingTogether #2OurVision andGoals

April 2024
PlanningTogether #3 Developing our
PlacemakingActions

2 June, 2024 - 2 Sep, 2024
Adoption of Placemaking Plans

Attend an event and share your ideas
with Isthmus
Sign up to our online engagement
platform Kōrero Mai Let’sTalk
Hauraki for up to date info and
opportunities to share your ideas:
letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz
Sign up to our e-newsletter ‘Stay in
the Loop’ www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
council/newsletter-signup
Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/haurakidistrictcouncil

Hauraki District Council | William Street, PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640 | Phone 07 862 8609 or freephone 0800 734 834 | www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Check out Isthmus and their
kaupapa – regeneratingAotearoa
by connecting land, people and
culture: isthmus.co.nz

Find out more about Placemaking Let’s make great
places together on our Kōrero mai|Let’s talk Hauraki
website: https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/

Mark your calendar!
Ngātea - Thursday 23 November, 7:30am – 10am

Link the Loop with a Ngātea Ramble
Start at the skate park and join our crew for a walk and
talk. Follow the markers to be connected and prompted
through observations that elevate the everyday, and
open up new perspectives of your town.

Kerepēhi - Thursday 23 November, 4:30pm – 6:30pm

Community Pātaka – KerepēhiTreasures
Start at the dairy and join our crew for a local treasures
walk.The kids of Kerepēhi will be leading the way via
bikes and by foot, collecting and foraging a trove of
objects that reflect Kerepēhi through their eyes. What
will you see?

Paeroa - Friday 24 November, 8:30am – 6:30pm

Flip your Perspective Paeroa – Maunga to Awa
Any time during the day, you’ll find our crew at the
corner off PPrriinncceess SSttrreeeett aanndWharf Street. Follow their
map leading from theŌhinemuri up and over tthhee ssttoopp
bank through the side streets andmain street, past the
Domain and up to the highest point, Primrose Hill Tui Kai
Rangi. Along the way, the crew will be framing particular
moments in the landscape which capture the experience
across awa to maunga, highlighting an opportunity to
reconnect and weave people with place.

Placemaking actions can include anything fromwidening footpaths and developing cycleways, to installing art, or holding a
market.We’ll be able to do some actions fairly quickly, and others will take more time and budget. It’s all about reimagining and
reinventing our communal spaces.

If you value local knowledge and history, want to show your aroha (love) and connection to your place, and you’re keen to do the
mahi (work) together to turn aspirations into reality, placemaking is for you!
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan Qashqai Ti
Auto, NZ New ,1 Owner, 42km,

As New Cond.

$26,990

2000 Toyota Celica
1.8Lt Auto, Classic Coupe NOW

$8,990
JUST

2010 Citroen C4 VTR
1.6Ltr 5 Speed Manual, Low 63Kms

ONLY
$8,990

2010 Toyota Corolla
1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Low Kms, Alloys

$9,990
ONLY

2014 Peugeot 308
Auto, NZ New, 54 Kms, Like New,

BEST VALUE

$9,990

2017 Ford Focus Sport
Low Kms

$16,990

2011 Kia Sorento CRDi
Diesel, Auto, 2WD, 7 Seater

$14,990

2015 Ssangyong Korando
2.0Lt Auto, 2WD,

Immaculate Condition

NOW
$14,990

King Arthur, played by Laurie Black, strikes a formidable presence as Room One knights and princesses dance.

Room Three students set the scene as villagers.

Watt Cobblers, the hero of the story, 
was portrayed by Reef Bradley. 

Aimee Hill as Narrator Lester Lugabout. 

What a Knight
It was an evening of enjoyable entertainment at 
Netherton School’s recent production. The entire student 
body worked together to put on four rousing musical 
performances of What a Knight, set in King Arthur’s court 
of Camelot and featuring everything from a talking dragon,  
a magician and an evil knight, to princesses, villagers and 
lords. ALICE PARMINTER was invited to the castle. 

The brave adventurers of Ruma Wha head off to save the knights. 

From left: the knights Sir Render, Sir Loinsteak and Sir Curity (Harry Powell, 
Max van Eyk and Charlie Shaw).



able, eco-friendly lifestyle they 
promote at their business, 
Pākaraka Permaculture.

It’s also a collaborative life-
style. Yotam and Niva work 
closely with billions of tiny 
coworkers in their life-friendly 
garden, so it was a natural next 
step to showcase recipes that 
utilise live cultures and natural 

bacterial processes as well.
“You’re looking at one million 

different types of species in one 
cubic centimetre of living soil. 
The complexity is just huge,” 
Yotam said.

“Most of [our] recipes it’s just 
using things that are naturally 
in the air and creating condi-
tions for them to colonise and 

transform the food, and doing 
that in a healthy way and a safe 
way.”

Niva added: “We want a liv-
ing garden and we want a living 
ecosystem. We’re also garden-
ing in the kitchen by creating 
these habitats that are life-
friendly. 

“[The cultures are] not com-

ing from nowhere, they’re there 
all the time and are all around 
us.”

The Abundant Kitchen by 
Yotam and Niva Kay is avail-
able now from pakarakafarm.
co.nz or local bookshops.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $80 per cube
Gum $130 per cube

Minimum oorrdder 3 cubbees
PPhh:: 00880000 77775544 66882277

splintasfirewood

From soil to plate: making the most of seasonal produce

It’s one thing to grow veg-
etables in your own garden, 

but often making use of the 
produce can require some ad-
ditional inspiration.

Enter Kauaeranga Valley 
permaculture experts Yotam 
and Niva Kay. The pair’s latest 
book, The Abundant Kitchen, 
is filled with recipes and tech-
niques to preserve and trans-
form the backyard harvest, 
from fermenting, pickling and 
preserving, to curing meat and 
making sourdough, vinegar, 
yoghurt, kombucha and more.

Although the recipes lean 
heavily on their Middle East-
ern roots, they have taken in-
spiration from cuisines across 
the globe. Each recipe has been 
adapted to the variety of fruit 
and vegetables available in 
Kiwi gardens.

“We’ve been doing these 
kinds of fermentation practices 
for nearly 20 years now and 
it’s just an integral part of our 
kitchen,” Yotam said.

“Our main aim was to make 
it accessible, to make it easy, to 
make it comprehensible - and 
hopefully inspiring people to 
make more of these types of 
foods.”

The preservation techniques 
outlined in the book are cheap, 
easy and make use of seasonal 
produce - all practices the cou-
ple utilise in their own home.

It’s part of the sustain-

Left: Yotam Kay makes mead from honey. Yotam and Niva Kay’s book uses a variety of fermenting and preserving techniques.      Photos: SUPPLIED/AARON MCLEAN

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW KEA KC 85 8x5
Tandem Car Trailer,

c/w J/Wheel
$7,630 INC GST

NEW KEA KC 85 8x5
Single Axle Car Trailer,

c/w J/Wheel
$5,450 INC GST

USED PRESCOTT 10x5 Tandem
Galv Trailer - c/w Ply sided stock
crate, roof cover, brakes, jockey

wheel, Rego & WOF. SOLD by us new
$8,000 INC GST

NEW KEA K74S 7x4
Car Trailer,
c/w J/Wheel
$4,170 INC GST

NEW KEA 8x4
Tandem ATV Trailer & Crate

$6,460 INC GST

USED KC846 8x4’6”
Tandem Car Trailer

Rego & WOF
Exc Condition
$4,995 INC GST

USED KC85 8x5
Tandem Car Trailer

c/w Stock Crate, Rego & WOF
EXC Condition
$6,000 INC GST

USEDTransport, ATV / Side
by Side Trailer.

c/w Ramps, Rego & WOF
$2,500 INC GST

*Offer available for a limited time while stocks last at participating dealerships only. Yamaha gift pack valued at $400 is available with
every new Yamaha PW50, TTR50,TTR110,TTR125/LW, Raptor 50, Raptor 90 and Grizzly 90 purchased between 1/11/23 to 24/12/2023.

Yamaha Motor New Zealand Limited. NZBN 9429040177113.

wwwwwwwwww.yamaha-motor.co.nz
FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT:

Start them out right on the winning team!

bLUcRUgift pack
worth$400withevery funbikepurchase*

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

With spring well and truly bloom-
ing, Paeroa Rotary is ready for its 

annual Garden Ramble. 
Twenty homes and businesses in 

Paeroa and the surrounding rural area 
will open up their premises on Novem-
ber 18, to welcome visitors into their 
green spaces. And this year, there are 
extra activities on offer, from work-
shops and refreshments, to live music 
by twilight. 

“We’re calling it a garden with a ram-
ble,” organiser Janet Tye said. 

“It’s not completely different, but an 
annual event can get a bit tired unless 
you add something back in.” 

Among the new offerings are demon-
strations on kokedama (Japanese moss 
balls) and cut flower harvesting, talks 
about permaculture and healthy soil, 
and an art exhibition. The Kerepehi 
Brass Band will be performing during 
the day, and refreshments will be avail-
able at the Ramble hub at AgriSea. 

Joye and John van Hellemond’s 
Netherton garden will be open until 
7pm, and Janet said the owner was en-
couraging attendees to bring a picnic 
and enjoy some music to round off their 
day. “That gardener suggested the gar-
den was best viewed in the evening be-
cause it’s the time when the flowers and 
the perfume is up the most,” she said. 

Also back, by popular demand, is the 
former Masonic Lodge on Arney St. It 
was a last-minute edition, Janet said, 

Feature gardens 
flourish for fundraiser

after so many people enquired about its 
return to the event. 

Janet, whose home was part of the 
Ramble last year, said there was a buzz 
of excitement in the air leading up to 
the event. 

“People love it so much, it’s just a 
lovely fundraiser,” she said. 

“It raises the awareness of Rotary 
[and] the proceeds all go back into the 
community. Last year [we had] nearly 
200 people - we’re hoping for that 
again this year.” 
DETAILS: Garden Ramble, November 18 
from 10am-5pm. Tickets $25, see trybook-
ing.co.nz or call Janet 
027 273 7853 for more 
information. 

Joye and John van Hellemond’s Netherton 
garden will be open until 7pm.  Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Efficient convenient prescrip�on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor�ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Search AnexaPets

Want unlimited vet consults? Enrol in Pet Plan. Visit anexa.co.nz/bundle for more information.

Vaccinating your puppy or dog is esseeential to prevvvent
potentially fatal viral diseases. Prevennntion is alwaaays
better than trying to cure.
Canine Parvovirus is a very contagious, life-ttthreatening disssease,
particularly affecting young puppies.

What can you do?

Vaccinate your puppy and ensure you geeet their boosteeer vaccinations
Don’t take your puppy or unvaccinated dddog out in pubbblic or
where there have been known parvoviruuus infections uuuntil it has
been fully vaccinated – they could get paaarvo
If you think your puppy or dog may haveee parvo, phoneee the clinic
first before bringing it in

Protect your dog -Protect your dog - vaccinatevaccinate
!

ACTIVE PARVO CASESACTIVE PARVO CASES
CURRENTLY IN THECURRENTLY IN THE
HAURAKI AREAHAURAKI AREA

Thames 623 Pollennn St, 07 868 7005
Ngatea 49 Orchard Rd, 07 867 7256
Te Kauwhata 22 MMMain Rd, 07 826 3581
Maramarua 515 Feeerndale Rd, 09 232 5891
Paeroa 39 Belmont Rd, 07 862 8815
Te Aroha 60 Rewi SSSt, 07 884 8014

Do
EYE STRAINEEYYEE SSTTRRAAAIINN
Do you have any of the following

symptoms when using a
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa�gue • Light sensi�vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina�on

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the difference

LETTERS
Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, 
Paeroa, 3600. Letters must include your full name and address, be 250 words 
or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.

CHOOSING LIFE
In regard to Kelley Tantau’s well 
written article on Safe Area a 
‘win’ for woman’s rights, (Valley 
Profile, November 1, 2023), I 
acknowledge Laura and Sylvia’s 
one year almost every fortnight 
standing at a corner as a counter 
to the pro life folks. In contrast, 
the mostly elderly pro life faithful 
witnesses, some with walkers and 
canes, others over the years with 
oxygen tanks, have stood in all 
weather,  in all seasons, not for 
the supportive honks or the cups 
of coffees brought to them by 
supporters. What has motivated 
these prayerful witnesses for over 
10 years is that at least 12 people 

have come up, some with their 
children, saying how grateful they 
were that the pro life signs and 
offers of help made them think 
again, and choose life for their 
little ones. That’s what keeps us 
going!

- Ellen Brumder, Waihi

ABORTION QUESTION
Does anybody else find the joy, 
smiles and positivity displayed in 
the photo and article about the 
abortion safe areas incongruous 
with the fact that we are talking 
about doing away with unborn 
children when they don’t fit into 
our plans for life?

- Gary Baigent, Waitakaruru

Mitzie’s qu-ear trouble
Meet Mitzie, an eight-month-old 
kitten. Mitzie is a frequent flier at 
Anexa Te Kauwhata and has been 
from a young age, all due to her 
ongoing ear troubles. 

Mitzie is only a young cat but 
due to some unusual features 
of her ears (likely present since 
birth) she has been very prone to 
ear infections for several months 
now. Her owner notices that she 
shakes her head and that she 
smells bad when an infection is 
present. Luckily for Mitzie she is 
always brought in for treatment 
when she needs it. 

Most recently, Mitzie had to go 
and stay at the vets for a whole 
day and be sedated to have an in-
flammatory polyp removed from 
her ear. These polyps can develop 
because of infection with cat flu, 
and can be responsible for ear in-
fections also. 

Mitzie will likely have ongoing 
ear issues throughout her life.
Most cats are not so unlucky, but 
this does not mean that they nev-
er suffer from ear infections. Most 
ear infections in cats are due to 
ear mites. Ear mites are nasty lit-
tle creatures that are very conta-
gious in cats and dogs. To prevent 
ear mite infection, keep your furry 
friend up to date on a high-quality 
flea treatment (ask in clinic). 

Other things that can cause ear 
infections in cats include allergies 
to food or environment, things 

getting stuck in the ear, such as 
grass seeds, and illnesses affect-
ing the cat’s immunity. 

The most important signs to 
watch out for in your cat are itchi-
ness around the head or frequent 
headshaking, a bad smell coming 
from the ears, and brown, black 
or yellow discharge inside the ear.

If you see any of these symp-
toms, try to get your cat into a 
vet clinic, as ear infections are un-
comfortable and unpleasant for 
cats to put up with. 

In clinic your cat may need its 
ears cleaned out and then may 
require a treatment to be applied 
to its ears for a week or so, de-
pending on the type of infection 
present. In most cases this will 
stop the symptoms and infection 
won’t come back any time soon. 

- Supplied by Poppy Brydon, 
Veterinarian, Anexa Vets

Mitzie the kitten.

Sports finalists
A Whiritoa lifeguard is among 
the finalists for the 2023 Wai-
kato Sport and Active Recreation 
awards. 

Vicki Skill was nominated for 
the Community Unsung Hero 
award, for her work with the 
Whiritoa Lifeguard Service. After 
the Covid-19 pandemic, she was 
the last committee member. Club 
membership has since increased 
by 19 per cent and six adult life-
guards have been trained, ensur-
ing the beach has an active patrol. 

Her nomination credited her 
behind-the-scenes work with be-
ing the sole reason the club still 
exists. “Vicki plays a pivotal role 
in managing finances, ensuring 
compliance, and contributing to 
the Whiritoa Lifeguard Service’s 
overall success,” the nomination 
read. “Vicki has a solid gold heart 
and has voluntarily dedicated her 
time and expertise. Vicki’s contri-
bution will have a lasting impact 
on the organisation, influencing 
its financial stability and ability 
to achieve its mission for years to 
come.”

The Whitianga Skate School 
was nominated for the Commit-
ment to Youth Engagement award 
for its First Push Skateboarding 
programme; Junior club captain 
Gabriella Hughes of Tairua was 
also nominated in the Outstand-
ing By Youth, For Youth Initiative 
award for her work with youths at 
the Tairua Surf Lifesaving Club. 
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2
• Two Bedroom Villa, 121sqm,

1 bathroom, guest WC,
single garage

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Health Shuttle service.
With the rising cost of fuel and the pressure on other household
expenses, it makes sense for people to utilise the Health Shuttle
service to go to their medical appointments.  There is no charge for
this; simply contribute a donation or koha as you can. Getting to your
appointments is a priority for good health outcomes and the service
is suppois supported by our community for the beneet of our community.

Our Thames Health Shuttle service is available to anyone in the 
Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea wider communities (including Kaiaua) for
transport to attend any kind of health related appointment either
locally or inter-regionally including Hamilton, Auckland and Tauranga
localities. Patients can have their own support person accompany 
them if required.

A A core part for this service are our volunteer drivers who drive the
shuttles. When we have vacancies, it makes it a little harder for us to
deliver and meet everyones needs or expectations. We currently
have some vacancies in Thames and Paeroa so if you want to end
out more information on being a volunteer driver give us a call on
0800 934 287 or email hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

For Health Shuttle bookings: phone us on (07) 868 0567 or
0800 934 287 0800 934 287 and discuss your needs with us.

Hato Hone St John - local people helping meet the needs of 
our community

St John Thames
When a customer asks
“How much is this?”

you could say
“read the tag”.

Upskill your customer service.
Learn how to deal with the general public.

How much is the course?
FREE, no tags attached.
No experience needed.

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

RETAIL LEVEL 2

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport
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Opening
Specials
10% OFF til 31st December 2023

Open 10am - 10pm 7 days

We specialise in:
Gourmet Burgers • Fried Chicken

Kebabs • Bubble Drinks

319 Pollen St, Thames
Ph: 07 868 5251

Fuzion KebabFuzion Kebab
& Fried Chicken& Fried Chicken

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

INSTORE
NOW

Swanndri
clothing and
accessories.

Be in early for
Christmas.

*Terms and Conditions apply.

50%
OFF
frames storewide*

Up to

When we give
children a voice and
listen, they build

Sally Christie
Ph: 027 372 6332 • E: sally@hfvin.co.nz

Confidence Self Esteem

Independence

Improve
attention

span

More to come....

‘A big thank you’ to 
Life Ed supporters
Life Education Trust Waikato East 

held its annual awards evening last 
month with a number of community 
members recognised for their support.

Held at the Thames Bowling Club on 
October 26, trustee Frances Nicol said 
community service awards were pre-
sented to Ngatea Panelbeaters, Rich-
ardsons Real Estate, and Fonterra for 
their “continuing valued support”.

“It’s businesses like these that enable 
our health programme to be out in the 
school communities, helping our young 
ones to develop into adults who are 
positive members of their communi-
ties,” she said.

“As one of our supporters said: 
‘We’re here for the kids’.” 

Chief executive of Life Education 
Trust New Zealand, John O’Connell,  
acknowledged the Waikato East chair, 

Life Education Trust Waikato East held its annual awards evening last month with a 
number of community members recognised for their support.          Photo: SUPPLIED

Keith Trembath, and trustees for their 
hard work to make the branch so suc-
cessful.

Mr Trembath also said “a big thank 
you” to the three local councils that 
support the trust, as well as its patron, 
and all individuals and businesses 
which had helped “in so many ways”.

“Sadly, our educator Mike Budd is 
moving on after eight years with us,” 
Francis said. “He has been amazing - 
always giving 110 per cent to his job. 
The tamariki love him - and Harold the 
giraffe, of course.”

“It’s businesses like these that 
enable our health programme 
to be out in the school commu-

nities.”
- Frances Nicol
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2022 Toyota Highlander, LTD, V6, leather etc $59,990
2022 Toyota Hilux, SR5, 2wd auto, canopy $52,990
2021 Toyota Corolla, ZR, hatch, top spec $32,990
2021 Toyota Corolla, GX Hatch, auto $25,990
2021 Toyota Camry, GX, sedan, NZ New $28,490
2020 Toyota Corolla GX, Hybrid, hatch $26,990
2020 Toyota Yaris ZR, very low kms $25,990
2019 Toyota Rav4, GX, 2wd, NZ New $32,990
2019 Toyota CH-R, Limited, NZ New $27,990
2018 Toyota Hilux, SR, manual, 4wd, canopy $41,990
2016 Toyota Hilux, LTD, 4wd, auto, low kms $49,990
2016 Toyota Hilux, SR5, auto, 2wd, low kms $42,990
2015 Toyota Highlander, ZR, one owner $32,990

2023 Toyota Hilux SR DCC 4WD 6AT EX-Demo $65,990
2021 Toyota Camry GX 2.5P 8AT LOW KM’s $28,990
2021 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P $25,990
2021 Kia Picanto GT-Line 1.2P 4AT LOW KM’s $19,990
2019 Toyota RAV4 GX 2.0P 2WD, NZ New $34,990
2018 Toyota Hilux SR 2.8TD 4WD $39,990
2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2.0P 2WD $29,990
2018 Kia Sportage LX+ 2.0D, AWD, NZ New $27,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P NZ New $22,990
2017 Toyota C-HR 1.8L Hybrid $37,990
2012 Toyota Yaris YR 1.3P, LOW KM’s $12,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

QUALITY REDEFINED

Factory
Warranty

High Voltage Drive
Battery Warranty

(OR UP TO 160,000 KMS)

8 YEAR

Features
• Parallel Hybrid System
• 6-speed Dual Clutch Transmission
• Front Wheel Drive
• 16” Alloy Wheels
• Forward Collision Avoidance Assist – Car, Pedestrian,
Cyclist, Junction Assist

• Smart Cruise Control with Stop & Go
• Tyre Pressure Monitoring System
• Electronic Parking Brake with Auto Hold

• Rear Seat Occupant Alert
• Halogen Bi-Function Projection Headlights
• LED Daytime Running Lights
• 8” Colour LCD Touchscreen Infotainment
• Supervision Digital Cluster with 4.2” TFT LCD Display
• 8x Airbags incl. Front Centre-side
• Blind Spot & Rear Cross Traffic Collision Avoidance Assist
• Wireless Apple CarPlayTM & Android AutoTM

Kia Niro
HEV ‘Light’ 1.6L Petrol

$ 44,990
MRP

+ORC*

Sample image only.

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price.The Kia 7 Year Warranty Programme runs for 7 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). The Kia 8 Year High Voltage Battery Warranty Programme runs for 8 years or up to 160,000 kms (whichever
occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2019 Toyota Rav4 Hybrid 2018 Toyota Corolla ZRTHAMES PAEROA

$29,990$44,990

1.8P Hybrid
Top spec
NZ New

GXL
One owner
NZ New
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician
Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• Office • Sleep Outs
• Extra Accommodation

• Storage • Study
• Farm Accommodation

Available in 2 colours
10 sqm - Fully welded
galvanised steel frame

Marine Ply floor,
insulated walls & roof

3 double power points, COC,
interior/exterior light

VIC’S CABINS
WAIKATO

021 0271 6857

cabins for sale

scrap vehicles
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

electrical inspector

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

CALL THE EXPERTS

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Precision Windscreens are local ex-
perts for auto-glass replacement 

and repairs on all vehicle makes and 
models throughout the Hauraki-Coro-
mandel area. 

Owner Liam Gillbanks says “being 
mobile, easy to deal with and having an 
eye for detail” are some of the driving 
factors of their success. 

“Staying up to date with the latest 
technology is also important,” Liam 
says.

“Technology in cars is constantly ad-
vancing and that extends to the wind-
screen as well. A lot of cars now require 
recalibration of the forward facing cam-
era after a windscreen replacement. 

“We have invested in equipment de-
signed to do this, so we can insure when 
the job is completed, the vehicle’s ADAS 
[Advanced Driver Assistance System] is 
operating as it is supposed to.” 
CONTACT: email: admin@precisionwind-
screens.co.nz, or ph: 027 212 7750.

Safer roads ahead with Precision
Owner Liam Gillbanks established the business with his wife in January, 2022.                   Photo: SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Garage Sale

Storage

Storage

Trades & Services

Storage

Church Notices

Handyman 

Handyman

Public Notice

For Lease

Death Notice
STUMP GRINDING. 

All sizes, all areas. 

Thames based. Ph 

021 060 7659

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Health

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, weld-
ing, waterblasting. 
Work is good quality 
and I will not attempt 
to work outside of 
my skills. Insured. 
Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

Situations VacantPublic Notice

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

PAPER RUNNER
We have a vacancy for a paper runner in Waihi. 

Immediate Start...

Please contact Geoff via email 

admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

 for more information.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

29 Keepa Ave, Paeroa. 
8am Sat & Sun 18 & 
19 Nov,  only if fine 
weather. All sorts for 
sale, tools etc inflatable 
boat 3mtr.

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 
or phone 

027 227 1121

NEED STAFF? 
GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

Advertise in the 
Valley Profile 

and get results!
Phone Nikki: 022 130 3885

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Makers of the famous 
Golden Skin Cream
Burns, Bites, Grazes

2 or 4 legs...
07 862 9167

Eazy-Blast water 
blasting. Small jobs. 
Steps, drives, paths, 
patios etc. Text Chris 
021 0852 1825
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waste removal

 
 

 
Thames High School 
Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga 

SENCO  
(Special Needs Education Coordinator) 
(Part time, Permanent) 

We seek an engaging educator, who works collaboratively 
with the learning support team.  Proven experience or 
enthusiasm to support taiohi (young people) with diverse 
learning or behavioural needs to reach their potential.  
Committed to building strong relationships with ākonga, 
whānau, staff and the wider community. A passionate, 
innovative, and forward-thinking educator committed to 
improving student outcomes. We have an inclusive 
philosophy for learner support and commitment to universal 
design for learning. 

For more detailed information and role descriptions refer to 
our website www.thameshigh.school.nz /vacancies 
 
Applications close Friday 24 November (4.00 pm) 

Please send your cover letter, CV and application form 
and/or direct enquiries to:  
Tracey Reed, Principal’s PA                                                        
Email: traceyreed@thameshigh.school.nz 

 

Jolly Bikes is 
advertising intent 
to sell 2010 Giant 

Glory Mountain Bike 
due to no contact 

and abandonment of 
property since July 1 
2023 with a debt of 

$1,700. The bike will 
be put up for sale from 
November 29, 2023.

Jolly Bikes, 92 
Richmond St, 

Thames. 07 867 9026

STROGEN, Peter:
Passed away 
peacefully at Waikato 
Hospital, on Sunday 
12th November, 2023; 
aged 86 years. 
Dearly loved husband 
of Rita. Much loved 
father of Ruth 
(deceased), Rita 
(deceased) Rachel 
(deceased), Damien, 
and Dominic.
A life well lived.
A celebration of Peter’s 
life will be held at 
St Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, 
Willoughby Street, 
Thames on Friday 17th 
November at 10am, 
followed by private 
cremation

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning
Fishing village proposed

As part of a Valley Profile 
series, MEGHAN HAWKES 

searches through old 
newspapers to bring you 
the stories Thames Valley 

locals once read about 
themselves.

1902
A fishing village at the 

mouth of the Piako 
River was proposed by Mr 
H Haszard, District Sur-
veyor. 

Once the Piako swamp 
was properly drained, an 
area could be reserved and 
surveyed into sections of a 
few acres each. There was 
a considerable fishing pop-
ulation at Thames, which 
was living cooped up in 
small town allotments, but 
whose sphere of work lay 
off the banks of the Piako.

If they could settle close 
to their work, they would 
not only save a great deal 
of time in sailing back-
wards and forwards, but in 
fishing there was so much 
broken time that could 
profitably be spent in im-
proving their holdings.

A remarkable scene oc-
curred when a school of 
black fish (a species of 
whale) appeared in the 
Hauraki Gulf. There were 
thousands of fish which, for 
over an hour in a continu-
ous stream, passed Short-
land and made for the 
Waihōu River. When they 
reached this point, many 
of them headed up the 
river while others turned 
to the west in the direction 
of the Piako River.

The schoolmaster of Hi-
kutaia School appeared 
in Thames court on a 
charge of thrashing a boy 
for swimming with his 
sister and other girls. The 
headmaster had warned 
the boys and girls that 
he would punish them if 
he found them bathing 
together, when separate 
bathing places in the river 
were provided.

A catch of fish in the Hauraki gulf, near Thames.        Photo: SUPPLIED

The Magistrate decided 
that the schoolmaster had 
no jurisdiction to admin-
ister punishment for an 
offence committed out of 
school and school hours, 
and gave judgment for the 
complainant for 5 pounds 
damages and 5 pounds 15 
shillings costs.

Mr Morpeth, when pro-
ceeding to Paeroa on a bi-
cycle, met with a disagree-
able mishap. He had ped-
alled for nearly two hours 
along a muddy road, and, 
weary of the continued 
strain, he branched off on 
a smooth pathway.

About a mile and a half 
from Paeroa he attempted 
to cycle across a narrow 
footbridge spanning Bu-
chanan’s Creek. He had 
reached about the middle 
of the bridge when the han-
dle of his machine struck 
the hand railing, and in a 
moment both bicycle and 
rider were plunged into 
the marsh below. Mr Mor-
peth completed the jour-
ney to Paeroa in a bedrag-
gled condition.

Mr F Tanner, of 
Waihī, had on view at his 
residence a model of a bal-

loon which he claimed was 
more useful and safer than 
any balloon yet attempted. 
The balloon was shaped 
like an orange, enclosed 
in a massive network, and 
would contain 30,000 feet 
of gas when inflated for an 
ascent. At the lower part of 
the balloon was a circular 
car, projecting from which 
was a long boom with two 
large sails attached, which 
could be set to suit the pre-
vailing winds. Underneath 
the car was fitted a cylin-
der made of aluminium, 
and cigar like in shape. 
This was charged with gas 
and acted as a keel. The 
balloon was meant to be-
come an oversea mail car-
rier, its average speed be-
ing calculated at 55 miles 
per hour. The cost of the 
balloon would not exceed 
300 pounds. If the money 
could be raised Mr Tanner 
proposed to make a voy-
age from Thames to Auck-
land. He intended to raise 
the money by way of a 
Magic Lantern entertain-
ment, detailing ballooning 
from its discovery to the 
present day and its future 
possibilities.

Vintage Valley News



For the members of Thames Gym-
sports, Labour Weekend was a win-

ner. The club came away with three ban-
ner awards at the 2023 National Gym-
Club Challenge, including top club in 
double mini-tramp, tumbling, and over-
all top club. 

The GymClub Challenge is a celebra-
tion of recreational gymnastics offering 
gymnasts a place to show their skills 
across a variety of disciplines. The event 
was hosted by Manawatu Gymsports in 
Palmerston North, with close to 300 ath-
letes attending from 15 clubs across the 
country.

The seven gymnasts from the Thames 
club spent four days competing in the 
apparatus, double mini tramp, trampo-
line, team gym, short track tumbling, 
and national tumbling events. 

Each of the gymnasts came away with 
several top six placements in their level 
across the events, and the team gym 
group, made up of gymnasts Ellie John-
ston, Teigan Lange, Isabella Maclaurin, 
Madison Fowlie, Maia Whitney came in 
fifth place overall. 

Thames Gymsports committee mem-
ber Paige Aitcheson said the club was 
very proud of the girls who competed, 
and they were thrilled to see how the 
girls, many of whom coach the junior 
gymnasts, exemplified sportsmanship 
and club values while at the tournament. 

“The girls went above and beyond with 
showing Thames Gymsports values,” she 

said. “These aspects include initiative, 
giving things a go and being engaged, 
positive and safe, along with helping oth-
ers feel safe. 

“Being supportive, cooperating, and 
showing self control whilst being a posi-
tive role model. Being inspiring, taking 
opportunities, [and] giving something 
new a go.” 
RESULTS: Sienna Moore, Apparatus: 1st 
place vault, 1st= floor, 1st overall; Double 
mini-tramp: 3rd= overall; Short track 
tumbling: 2nd overall; National tum-
bling: 1st overall. Teigan Lange, Appara-
tus: 1st place floor, 2nd beam, 1st overall; 
Double mini-tramp: 1st overall; Tram-
poline: 3rd= overall; Short track tum-
bling: 6th overall; National tumbling: 
2nd overall. Ellie Johnston, Apparatus: 
1st place bar; Short track tumbling: 1st 
overall; Nationals tumbling: 1st overall; 
Double mini-tramp: 2nd overall; Tram-
poline: 5th overall. Isabella Maclaurin 
Double mini-tramp: 1st place overall; 
Trampoline: 1st overall. Madison Fowlie 
Apparatus: 3rd place bar, 6th overall; 
Double Mini-tramp: 2nd overall. Maia 
Whitney Apparatus: 2nd place vault; 
Double Mini-tramp: 3rd= overall; Short 
track tumbling: 6th overall; National 
tumbling: 5th= overall. Caeleigh Mon-
rad, Apparatus: 2nd place floor. Thames 
Team Gym group, 5th place overall. 
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KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

23 01 Valley Profile FV - 13w x18h.indd 123 01 Valley Profile FV - 13w x18h.indd 1 24/10/2023 4:59:48 PM24/10/2023 4:59:48 PM

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

SPORTS
Tumbling good time at GymClub comp

GYMSPORTS
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

From top left: Sienna Moore, Isabella 
Maclaurin, Caeleigh Monrad, Madison Fowlie, 

Maia Whitney, Ellie Johnston, coach Natasha 
Noble, Teigan Lange, coach Rosie Thompson. 

Photo: SUPPLIED
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Cutlass, 4 Compensate, 9 Malaise, 13 Ally, 14 Vision, 15 Budgie, 16 Primary, 19 Survive, 20
Keep a stiff upper lip, 21 Petite, 22 Enrage, 24 Playhouse, 29 Foretold, 30 Plough, 31 Victory, 35 Collapse,
36 Rocket, 37 Claw, 38 Fancy, 39 Apt, 41 Yeast, 43 Stress, 47 Stamp, 50 Ass, 54 Broad, 55 Fair, 56 Morale,
57 Pretence, 60 Partner, 61 Misery, 62 Hooligan, 65 Carpenter, 67 Turtle, 68 Potent, 72 There’ll be hell to
pay, 75 Abandon, 77 Elevate, 78 Amazon, 79 Oracle, 80 Bias, 81 Cycling, 82 Ungraceful, 83 Tragedy.

DOWN: 1 Chaos, 2 Tolerate, 3 Shiner, 4 Chickenpox, 5 Mange, 6 Embrace, 7 Sedate, 8 Thief, 10
Acrophobia, 11 Admires, 12 Sprain, 17 Dictionary, 18 Buoys, 21 Panacea, 23 Arduous, 25 Legacy, 26
Persia, 27 Foetus, 28 Fracas, 30 Poker, 32 Trap, 33 Clot, 34 Tact, 40 Pariah, 42 Star, 44 Tamper, 45
Early, 46 Sulphur, 48 Adroit, 49 Pythagoras, 50 Acne, 51 Sherbet, 52 Last, 53 Cruise, 58 Neapolitan, 59
Volleyball, 63 Snubs, 64 Deadline, 66 Arrival, 67 Titanic, 69 Chilly, 70 Blazer, 71 Mallet, 73 Human, 74
Proof, 76 Nasty.
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ACROSS
1 Disappear altogether
(6,4,4,3)
10 Pristine (8)
15 Dead to the world
(6)
16 Light up (10)
17 Bendy (8)
19 Hermit (7)
21 Shooting sport (5)
22 Haughtiness (9)
25 Censure (9)
27 Shorten (7)
29 Pasture plant (6)
33 Neighbourhood
pub (5)
34 Border between
countries (8)
36 Brainwashing
material (10)
39 Horse carriage (3)
41 True (7)
42 Type of hat (6)
43 Baby’s toy (6)
44 Seethe (4)
45 Tongs (7)
48 Moon-starer (anag)
(10)
53 Smothered (7)
57 Leather strap (4)
58 Vegetable patch (6)
59 XII (6)
60 Soldier (7)
62 Hair cream (3)
64 Make even worse
(10)
65 Not typical or usual
(8)
66 Jeans fabric (5)
69 Conviction (6)

70 Direction finder (7)
71 City’s fringes (9)
76 Egyptian queen (9)
77 Wanderer (5)
78 Train stop (7)
83 Entrancing (8)
84 Across the whole
country (10)
85 Fishing weight (6)
86 Equestrian event
(8)
87 The very best of
all; the choicest part
(3,5,2,3,4)

DOWN
2 Reply (6)
3 Perfect (5)
4 One-legged jump (3)
5 Steel pin (4)
6 Waterproof coat (7)
7 Small village (6)
8 Religious sisters (4)
9 Blend together (8)
11 Column (6)
12 Scientific study of
poisons (10)
13 Recedes (4)
14 Ore-processing
furnace (7)
18 Lyricist (10)
20 Father (4)
23 Sly grin (5)
24 Net value (anag)(8)
26 Stretchy (7)
28 Good buy (7)
30 Edible tuber (6)
31 Energy (6)
32 Cider ingredient (6)
35 Requires (5)

37 In the lead (5)
38 Stringed instrument
(4)
40 Very serious or
gloomy (4)
45 Moral tale (5)
46 Trustworthy (8)
47 Faded and worn (6)
48 Extra (10)
49 Piquancy (4)
50 Bandits (7)
51 Canoes (anag)(6)
52 Young eel (5)
54 Squad (4)
55 Intensely
passionate (7)
56 Non-native (6)
61 Mutinous (10)
63 Light wood (5)
67 Come nearer to (8)
68 Highlander’s
garment (4)
69 Went red (7)
72 Radioactive
element (7)
73 Pugilism (6)
74 Rebound (6)
75 Spanish dance (6)
79 Pick-me-up (5)
80 Church recess (4)
81 Gramophone
record (4)
82 Coral bank (4)
85 Fifth sung note (3)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $2950.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3195.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3295.00
Outside all of these areas: $2950.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
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NEW LISTING – 22 Murray Ward Drive, Te Kauwhata NEW LISTING – 876 Taniwha Road, Waerenga

RE/MAX APEX

Near new construction
4 bed, 2 bath
Outdoor entertainment
Fully fenced

Rural lifestyle
2bed, 1 bath
Established gardens on a generous 1128sqm
land with rural outlook

Brendon
022 530 0902

Brendon
022 530 0902

Auction – 6th December Deadline Sale – 7th December

https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/
ADDRESSADDRESS - 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata- 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata
OFFICE -OFFICE - 0800 736 2920800 736 292

SPORTS

Declan Marshall from Miller Ave School impresses during the high jump.    Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Hikutaia and Netherton School students lead the charge.

Caylee Williams prepares for a punt.

A shot putter lines up a throw.

High-octane athletics
Students from primary schools around the Hauraki took part in 
the Ohinemuri Athletics day on November 8. Held at the Paeroa 
Domain under sunny skies, the event featured sprints, shot 
put, high jump, discus, long jump, and more, with all the pupils 
participating and having fun. Reporter KELLEY TANTAU watched 
the action unfold.

And they’re off! Junior boys sprint down the 60m track.

Hamish Baxter from St Joseph’s School takes a leap.


