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Scott Simpson still remembers 
his first election night back in 

2011.
He says 12 years on, the excite-

ment hasn’t faded - nor have the 
nerves.

“You always have butterflies in 
your tummy leading into election 
night, but I had a really good and 
large team of supporters and vol-
unteers from the National Party 
around the electorate,” he says.

“Politics is an addictive drug… 
the adrenaline pumps, the excite-
ment builds, and the thrill of the 
contest and the opportunity to use 
the result to do good, doesn’t go 
away.” 

Throughout the years, the num-
ber of ticks marked next to Scott’s 
name have been steady, but this 
weekend’s general election saw 
him rake in one of his highest - 
20,950. 

That’s 14,596 ahead of the sec-
ond highest-polling Coromandel 
candidate, Labour’s Beryl Riley 
- who Scott says sent him a “very 
nice” email following the prelimi-
nary results.

But with roughly 567,000 spe-
cial declaration votes still to be 
counted, Scott tells The Profile 
that the National Party will “wait 
and see” if there’s any shift. 

So far, they have just obtained 
the 61 seats needed to form a gov-
ernment alongside the ACT Party.

“I think a lot of the overseas 
votes will be from people who are 
still more than a little bit grumpy 
about the way they were treated 
during the Covid lock-outs,” Scott 
says.

“And working with ACT is not 
unusual - we have a traditional 
and good working relationship 
with the party.” 

Scott mentions the “blue wave” 
that swept over the country on 
election night, and when he’s 
asked what the core differences 
are between a blue wave and a red 

wave, he says there are some “very 
basic differences” between the two 
major parties.

“We on the centre-right have the 
view that the less government in 
your life, the better. On the centre-
left, the view is usually that cen-
tralising and running things out of 
Wellington is best. 

“We think New Zealanders are 
the best stewards of their own fi-
nances and money. We think that 
individuals and families know 
how to better manage their own 
budgets. We think that taxpayers’ 
money needs to be more respect-

ed than has been over the last six 
years. We also think we need to 
send some much stronger mes-
sages about people’s responsibili-
ties as citizens - respect for law and 
order, respect for individual rights 
and freedoms… these are basic 
fundamental differences between 
us and the political left.” 

But Scott also welcomes a differ-
ence of opinion, and says politics 
by nature is a “team and tribal ex-
ercise”.

“There’s nothing wrong with 
having views and opinions and 
expressing those, but what is in-

creasingly problematic is that 
these days many people seem to 
find it difficult having discussions 
and debates about policies that 
might be different to their own 
views without playing the person,” 
he says. “Just because someone 
has a different political view or 
opinion to you, doesn’t make them 
a bad person.” 

He says overall, this year’s elec-
tion campaign was “very negative”, 
but he thanks the Coromandel vot-
ers for their “personal endorse-
ment”.

“Sadly there was, in my view, too 

much discussion and playing of 
personalities rather than policies 
and I don’t know if that is helpful,” 
he says. 

“But I really love the job - for 
me, it’s actually not work, it’s a 
passion. It’s something I never 
take for granted… and I’m look-
ing forward to instead of being in 
Opposition, being part of a new 
government, a new direction, and 
I know it will be of as much benefit 
to Coromandel people as it will be 
to the whole country.” 

Coromandel MP 
Scott Simpson thanks 
voters after retaining 

his seat during 
this year’s general 

election. 
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU 

Success Success 
for Scott for Scott 
SimpsonSimpson

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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A passing customer’s quick call to 111 
allowed Police to quickly apprehend 

three offenders who targeted service sta-
tions in Paeroa and Matamata in the early 
hours of October 11.

The smash and grab follows a similar bur-
glary at the family-owned service station in 
August last year. Caltex Paeroa manager 
Paul Milner told The Profile that his service 
station on Belmont Rd was one of the two 
broken into last week.

He said five offenders were caught on 
CCTV smashing through a window near 
the counter, but it “took them ages” to get 
through as it was laminated security glass.

A passing customer saw the incident un-
fold and called 111.

In the end, the offenders got away with 
“bugger all’, Paul said - a few chocolates 
and the Starship donation box with roughly 
$80 inside.

He said the police did a great job catching 
up with three of the offenders.

The trio - aged between 15 and 18-years-
old, were due to appear in the Youth Court 
in Hamilton last week charged with aggra-
vated robbery, burglary, and unlawfully us-
ing a motor vehicle.

Police allege that after the Paeroa break-
in, the trio travelled to Matamata where 
they carried out an aggravated robbery at 
a service station which was open for busi-
ness. The two store attendants working at 
the service station at the time were shaken 
but uninjured.

The three offenders were located at an 
address in Waharoa later in the day, along 
with property stolen from the two service 
stations.

Police said enquiries were ongoing to lo-
cate two other people 
who were involved in 
the offending.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Thieves get away 
with ‘bugger all’

Te Pāti Māori candidate Hana-Raw-
hiti Maipi-Clarke has won the Hau-

raki Waikato electorate, making her the 
youngest elected Member of Parliament 
in Aotearoa since 1853.

Her victory marks the beginning of a 
political career for the 21-year-old, and 
the end for Nanaia Mahuta, who held 
the Hauraki Waikato electorate for eight 
terms and was the country’s longest-
serving female MP. Maipi-Clarke received 
8825 votes, ahead of Mahuta’s 7459.

Maipi-Clarke (Ngā Puhi, Ngāti Porou, 
Te Atiawa, Ngāi Tahu) comes from a 
strong background of kaupapa Māori ac-
tivism. “We are here again and never will 
we be oppressed again,” she told Te Ao 
Māori News.

Maipi-Clarke is the daughter of Māori 
broadcaster Potaka Maipi, and grand-
daughter of Taitimu Maipi, whose activ-
ism contributed to the removal of the Cap-
tain John Hamilton statue in Hamilton’s 
Civic Square. 

She is also mokopuna of Hana Te He-
mara, a Māori language activist who de-
livered the Māori language petition on the 
steps of Parliament in 1972 and called for 
Te Reo to be taught in schools. Wiremu 
Katene, the first Māori MP to be appoint-
ed to the Executive Council in 1872, was 
her great-great-great-great-grandfather.

Maipi-Clarke received her education 
at Te Wharekura o Rākaumangamanga 
in Huntly, and when she was 17, she 
published a book, Maahina, about 
māramataka – the Māori lunar calendar. 

“Plant trees you’ll never see. Rangatahi 
are the future, and we need to be at the 
decision-making tables to make sure the 
trees are being planted from the ground 
up,” Maipi-Clarke said.

Maipi-Clarke becomes 
youngest MP in 170 years

“This movement is intergeneration-
al. The decisions we make affect our uri 
whakaheke. This is why I’m standing.” 

Mahuta conceded and congratulated her 
opponent, following a tight race between 
the two candidates throughout election 
night on Saturday, October 14.

Mahuta is a senior member of the Labour 
Party who became the first woman to hold 
the Foreign Affairs portfolio in 2020. She 
was also Minister of Local Government, 
and associate minister for Māori Develop-
ment. Despite her seniority, she decided 
not to go on the party list which means she 
will not be returning to Parliament.

During the campaign, Maipi-Clarke was 
subject to alleged home invasions, which 
Te Pāti Māori referred to as politically mo-
tivated. An elderly man alleged to be a well-
known National Party campaigner was is-
sued a trespass notice by police.

Te Pāti Māori’s Hana-Rawhiti Maipi-Clarke 
has won the Hauraki Waikato electorate.
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Mothers ‘let down’ by birth centre closure
Women who have used the 

Waihī Birthing Centre are 
saddened by the lack of services 
its closure will mean for their side 
of the gorge, and the danger it 
could pose to expecting mothers.

In a letter to the community 
published on September 26, 
the centre’s maternity manager 
Ashley McKay said it was with a 
“heavy heart” that the Toomey St 
facility would be closing.

Since then, a national petition 
has been launched to fund and 
reopen the birthing centre, which 
has amassed more than 2400 sig-
natures.

Waihī mother Caroline Pater-
son said the closure would be a 
“loss” to the community.

She had her youngest child - 
now aged one - at the centre, not 
too long after moving to the Hau-
raki town.

“It was so reassuring to have a 
safe and comfortable place close to 
home for both antenatal appoint-
ments and for the postnatal stay,” 
she said. “Everyone I encountered 
at the centre was so caring and did 
everything they could to accom-
modate the families here.”

Katikati local Kirti Marshall also 
gave birth to her daughter at the 
centre in 2013. She said it was a 
great option she was “lucky” to 
use.

“I believe it’s such a shame 
and actually a dangerous move 
to close the birthing centre for so 
many māma. The lack of options 
between Whangamatā/Waihī 
through to Bethlehem/Tauranga 

will definitely leave the over-
stretched and understaffed, over-
worked hospitals with an influx of 
catching babies being born on the 
side of the road en route to hospi-
tals,” she said.

“What are the other options for 
pregnant māma in the future? 
Drive to either Thames or Tau-
ranga while in labour? Many won’t 
make that distance, as labours can 
progress at very different speeds 
and are not always predictable.”

Kirti said while she was “defi-

nitely done” with having any more 
children, she loved the feeling her 
daughter got when they drove 
through Waihī, seeing where she 
was born.

In Ashley McKay’s public letter, 
she said when new owners took 
over the birthing centre six years 
ago, the building was “showing 
its age” but had a “rich legacy” of 
more than 80 years.

“Our shared vision was to mod-
ernise and update the facilities 
while preserving the essence of 

love and community that had al-
ways been at the heart of this place. 
With a lot of dedication, we set 
out to revitalise the space, blend-
ing modernity with the heritage of 
the building, and the results were 
nothing short of remarkable,” she 
wrote.

“However, just as the birth-
ing centre began to flourish, we 
were confronted with the unprec-
edented challenges posed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Mandates 
and restrictions hit our vulnerable 

The Waihi Birthing Centre closure will impact expectant parents, midwives and mothers say.  INSET: Midwife Belinda 
Beetham says there are “a large number of calls every day” from women concerned about the closure.

birthing community hard, and we 
suffered the loss of valuable mid-
wives and maternity staff. 

“Despite our best efforts and ap-
peals for support from Te Whatu 
ora, we faced an uphill battle.”

Waihī midwife Belinda Beetham 
said in a statement that she and 
her colleagues were receiving “a 
large number of calls every day” 
from women concerned about the 
closure.

“Some from places like 
Whangamatā are worried about 
how they will afford to travel the 
two-hours through the Karanga-
hake Gorge up to two times a week 
for antenatal checks and to give 
birth. And that gorge can often be 
closed in winter,” she said.

“Some of our mamas don’t have 
cars; they have relied on commu-
nity-based services and they have 
no idea what they are going to do. 
Some are changing their birth 
plan and are choosing a home 
birth.”

Ms Beetham said Waihī’s birth-
ing centre accommodated around 
70 women using the post-natal 
service last year. She said they 
were being let down with mater-
nity choices being removed and 
“barriers going up”. 

“It’s terribly upsetting. What 
could be more important than 
providing our babies with the best 
start in life and supporting mamas 
on their maternity journey? Noth-
ing. There’s nothing more impor-
tant than that.”
DETAILS: Petition: www.change.org 
and search for Waihī Birthing Cen-
tre.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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· 18th October Cultural Prizegiving
· 24th October Police Graduation
· 27th October Sports & Service Prizegiving
· 30th October Senior Effort Prizegiving
· 31st October Senior Academic Prizegiving and

last day of school for Year 11-13
· 11th December Junior Effort Prizegiving
· 12th December Junior Academic Prizegiving

and last day of school for Year 7-10

At the end of last term, we filled in our last few days with hilarity and

flair by celebrating with the much loved Spirit Days. Winners this

year were Empire! This term we have a Food Drive Mufti Day where

students can wear mufti clothes and bring in a can or non-perishable

food for the Salvation Army, along with our annual Talent Quest to

look forward to.

Now that Term 4 has begun, we have
all our end of year Prizegivings and

events to look forward to.
Here are some dates you might want

to put in your diary:

www.waihicol.school.nz

To keep informed with everything going on at Waihi College, keep an eye on the Keeping Informed section of our website. From here
you can check Latest News, Daily Notices, the School Calendar as well as photos taken throughout the year www.waihicol.school.nz

Education
Head shave success at Waihī College

Thirty-eight Waihī College 
students headed to Tauran-

ga on September 2-8 to partici-
pate in the Zespri AIMS Games 
in Tauranga, with the students 
returning tired but happy at the 
end of the event. 

The year seven and eight stu-
dents were selected to compete 
in a number of sports, includ-
ing netball, basketball, rugby 
sevens, mountain biking and 
gymnastics. 

Year seven student Breeze 
Clothier did particularly well 
at the games. She competed 
against 91 other students to 
come out 5th overall in the 
twisters gymnastics event, with 
a total score of 28.50 across 
three categories - the floor, the 
vault and the beam. 

The students said they were 
all pretty worn out at the end 
of the week, with some codes 

playing up to three games a 
day. Although the competition 
was tough, they all gave it their 
best shot, with the younger stu-
dents saying they were looking 
forward to attending again next 
year.  

The AIMS Games is one 
of Australasia’s largest jun-
ior sporting events and sees 
schools from across New Zea-
land competing in sporting 
competitions. 

The event promotes diversity 
and allows adolescents from 
all demographics and educa-
tion contexts to compete, meet 
others from outside their nor-
mal peer group, and learn and 
build on their social interaction 
skills. The 2023 games saw 
11,733 competitors from 374 
schools, competing in 25 differ-
ent sporting codes. 

Eli Townsend shaves Travis Nagel during the event.      Photos: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Aiming high at AIMS Games

The students of Waihī College 
braved the scissors and razor 
on September 21 as part of the 
Shave for a Cure charity fundrais-
er. Several students participated, 
raising an impressive $4000 for 
Leukaemia and Blood Cancer 
New Zealand. The students took 
it in turns to rid their classmates 
of their locks during a school en-
tertainment evening. 

Alex Hickson faces the razor.

Zac Moulder, Alex Hickson and Travis Nagel line up. Leighton Allen takes his turn under the blade. 
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‘Closure’ imminent for owner of damaged home

Ninety-five-year old Dennis 
Raines can no longer drive 

past his red-stickered home in 
Thornton Bay. 

“He’s still really quite upset 
about the whole thing,” Dennis’ 
son Neil said. 

“He’s been through a lot.” 
Dennis has not returned to 

the house since a sea of debris 
and dirt smashed through his 
back ranchslider during cyclone 
Hale in February, prompting a 
gardener next door to help him 
stage a speedy evacuation. 

Instead it sits empty, unin-
habitable and adorned with 
caution tape. 

“Dad said … he was evacuat-
ed from London in World War 
II to the south coast of Eng-
land and it basically reminded 
him of that whole thing. It’s 
almost like his house had been 
bombed and he had been evac-
uated away from it.

“He’s mentioned that a cou-
ple of times,” Neil said. 

“He’s got a great little unit in 
town [now] but it hasn’t got the 
sea views. 

“He’s still settling in, he finds 
it really strange. And of course 
the older you get the harder 
it is to adjust to new environ-
ments.” 

The family is ready to put 
the whole ordeal behind them 
and has put the home up for 

auction with Harcourts, in a $1 
reserve auction scheduled for 
October 28. 

Neil and his brother Clive 
have been dealing with the in-
surance company, lawyers and 
geotech specialists investigat-
ing the landslide to take the 
pressure off Dennis, who Neil 
said was overwhelmed with the 
media attention garnered by 
the unusual auction format. 

“It’s really hitting a raw 
nerve,” Neil said.

“Dad doesn’t even want to 
be at the auction, it’s just too 
stressful for him.” 

Although the location - on 
the seafront along the coveted 
Thames Coast - is a winner, the 
issues the property faces could 
make it a challenging sale. 

Disclosure statements on the 
home’s Harcourts listing state 

the property is being sold on 
an “as is, where is” basis, and 
note the still-existing landslip 
and red-stickered status of the 
house. 

But the family doesn’t care 
about the price: they want clo-
sure. 

“We’ve done all we can to 
market it and [Harcourts agent] 
Steven’s done a pretty good job 
of that  - it’s been in all the pa-

Dennis Raines says his evacuation from his slip-damanged home during Cyclone Hale was like reliving evacuation due 
to bombings during World War II.                                            File Photos: SUPPLIED

pers, it’s probably been a bit of 
overkill,” Neil said. 

“If someone’s prepared to 
wait and look on it all as a bit 
of a landbanking thing  - it’s a 
great position.

“As long as it goes for $1 it 
doesn’t really matter, and the 
market will decide what it’s 
worth.” 

Neil said Dennis was coping 
well, despite the changes in his 
life. 

“He’s still got all his marbles 
- we took him out for lunch on 
Sunday and we had a great old 
time,” Neil said. 

“And he’s still cracking jokes. 
He’s doing pretty well, consid-
ering.” 

Although the circumstances 
were difficult, Neil said moving 
into town had also been helpful 
in some ways, with Dennis’ new 
home being more manageable 
and closer to friends. 

“The osteoarthritis is begin-
ning to affect him a bit more 
and the mobility,” Neil said. 

“Really, it’s actually worked 
out probably for the best be-
cause it was a big house, and 
had a steep path to get up. He 
sort of tipped over his wheel-
barrow once when he was 
heading up with his shopping 
and ended up in the bushes.

“[Now] it’s all on the level, he 
can drive into the garage.” 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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COMMUNITY DROP-IN SESSIONS
We're holding a series of informal Long Term Plan
drop-in sessions for the public from Thursday 26
to Saturday 28 October. Elected Members and staff
will be available to help answer any questions you
have about our Council’s Long Term Plan – our
main planning document for the next 10 years.
Come in for a chat and a coffee and bring your
ideas for our region’s future. Find out more at:
tcdc.govt.nz/LTP-2024-2034

Aword from our Thames Community
Board Chair Adrian Catran JP:
“Welcome visitors to Thames and beyond.
As your elected representatives we wish
you a relaxing Labour Weekend and hope
it’s the start of a summer that reinvigorates you, our
visitors, as well as the local economy. We’re working
hard behind the scenes tomake sure our roads are fit
for the purpose of conveying holidaymakers safely to
their chosen destinations. Tapu-Coroglen Road is on
track to reopen before Christmas and the contractors are
working hard on SH25amaking a huge effort to have this
important link open as soon as praticable. Have a safe
and enjoyable Labour Weekend.”
adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s nextmeeting is onWednesday
29 November, 10am in Thames Council Offices.
tcdc.govt.nz/meetings

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE
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tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

18October 2023

Coromandel
Our

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

Road to Recovery
It’s all go on road
repairs this spring with
great progress being
made on SH25a and a
good start to fixing the
Tapu-Coroglen Road.

Waka Kotahi report
that the first two sets
of bridge steel beams
(weighing around 20
tonnes each) were
delivered to its Taparahi
site earlier in the month.

They’ll be spliced together to form the
base of the bridge deck for the first
span. The new bridge will be three
spans in total. The final two bridge
beams are arriving mid October.

Work to improve SH25 at
Ruamahunga, Thornton Bay, Manaia,
Wharekaho-Ku- aotunu culvert slip,
Whirititoa Hill and Pumpkin Hill is
also due to start this month.

On local roads, our Council’s
contractor Kelsey Construction is
busy on the Tapu-Coroglen Road
repairs. Please note that the road

will remain closed during construction for safety reasons
until its completion in December.

The view from one of the
Taparahi abutments.

LABOURWEEKEND
Some rules, regulations

and schedules may change.

Kerbside collections
Rubbish and recyling collections are one
day later following Labour Day Monday
23 October. Check your local kerbside

collection schedule at: tcdc.govt.nz/bindays
Our seven Refuse and Recycling Transfer Stations
are open every day during daylight savings from
8.30am–5.30pm. tcdc.govt.nz/rts

Alcohol Bans
Alcohol bans are in place over Labour
weekend from 4pm Friday to 4pm
Monday. tcdc.govt.nz/alcoholcontrol

Dog Rules
Dog restrictions are in place on some
beaches this Labour weekend. Look out
for Council’s traffic light signage or go to

our website to see what rules apply in your area.
tcdc.govt.nz/dogownerguide

Council offices and
district libraries
Closed onMonday 23 October. You can still
contact us 24/7 on 07 868 0200 or email

customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Learn-to-swim fund
launched
Our Thames
Centennial Pool team
are making sure more
students have access
to swimming lessons
with the launch of a
learn-to-swim fund.

Thanks to our generous
sponsors, our Learn to Swim Coordinator Libby Gray
has been able to offer free swimming lessons and
gear to eight students.

The students, nominated by their schools, will
receive two terms of free lessons at our Swim Cool
Swim School, followed by a half-price discount.

The fund is sponsored by Valley Toyota Thames,
Stirling Sports Thames, Aqualine Swim, PAK’nSAVE
Thames and our Council.

For more information on our Swim Cool
Swim School, visit tcdc.govt.nz/pool or
email learntoswim@tcdc.govt.nz

PUTTINGADAMPERON
WILDFIRERISK
Your home and
everything up
to 30 metres
surrounding it
will determine if
a fire can burn
your house
down. Clearing
away winter
debris can
reduce the risk
of outdoor fires
spreading.

Find out more about how you can protect your home
at fireandemergency.nz

Luke's Kitchen, Kūaotunu. Felicity Jean Photography

DISCOVER
OURREGION
The sun's out and we're encouraging visitors to
sample the delights of the Coromandel over the
holiday weekend and into summer. Our tourism
partner Destination Hauraki Coromandel have
recently re-launched their website, making it
easy to plan a trip to our region. They also have a
map of drive times for all major routes. For food
destinations, check out their guide to local producers
and artisans. Visit thecoromandel.com to start
planning your journey.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan Qashqai Ti
Auto, NZ New ,1 Owner, 42km,

As New Cond.

$26,990

2006 Holden Commodore SV-6
Auto, New Alloys, SPECIAL AT

$7,995
JUST

2013 Mitsubishi Mirage LS
Auto, Low Kms, NZ New

$10,990
ONLY

2009 Holden Captiva
V6 Auto AWD, 7 Seater,

Top Range Model

$9,990

2010 Toyota Corolla
1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Low Kms, Alloys

$9,990
ONLY

2010 Holden Captiva
AWD, Auto, Top Example

NOW
$8,990

2003 Toyota RAV-4 Ltd
2.4Ltr Auto, AWD, NZ New, Rare Model

$7,990

2017 Ford Focus Sport
Top Spec, CHOICE OF 2

$14,990
FROM

Legging it to Waikino for 23rd annual show

Waikino artist Rod Hawk-
ins stands proudly in his 

back garden, next to a surfboard 
adorned with a pair of disem-
bodied prosthetic legs. 

The unusual sculpture is one 
of his entries into this year’s 
ARTWaikino art show, taking 
place over Labour Weekend at 
Waikino Hall. 

“That surfboard, that’s my en-
try this year for the sculpture. 
Last year I entered those legs on 
a set of running blocks … I’ve re-
cycled those again,” he said. 

“The sculpture category, that 
was originally my idea. I’ve been 
involved in Art Waikino since I 
got here 13 years ago.” 

As well as his sculpture, Rod 
will be entering a hand-crafted 
copper whale and a photograph, 
and he will also be opening his 
studio on Victoria St to the pub-
lic. 

“I try to do lots of things,” Rod 
said of his work. 

“I get random inspiration. I 
just like to make things. I don’t 
do it for the money, I do it be-
cause I like doing it. And I like it 
when somebody goes, ‘oh that’s 
really nice, can I have one?’ 

“That really strokes my ego.”
Rod’s works are mostly pot-

tery, metalwork and woodwork 
- the retired builder said he pre-
fers tactile mediums. 

I like doing the sculptural 

stuff,” he said. 
“I love working with copper, 

it just appeals to my brain. And 
wood. And clay. So everything re-
ally, so long as I can get my hands 
bruised and burnt.” 

His work is eclectic, he said, 
and he tries to inject humour into 
his pieces. 

“I made hundreds and hun-
dreds of ceramic gnomes … for 
ARTWaikino [in a previous ex-
hibition]. It was our first ever 

sculpture exhibition. I had them 
all lined up, ten rows of ten and 
then I poured sand over them so 
[they were only partially show-
ing]. I wanted them to look like 
the terracotta soldiers because 
that was my original inspiration.

“I thought, wouldn’t it be great 
if they were gnomes? And then of 
course as soon as I thought it, I 
had to do it,” he said. 

Rod is also the chair of the 
Waikino Hall committee. 

ARTWaikino, the largest art 
exhibition in the Hauraki and 
Coromandel area, was conceived 
by former committee member 
Helen Wilson 23 years ago as a 
fundraising event. 

“The reason we have ARTWai-
kino is to have money for the 
maintenance of the hall,” Rod 
said.

“There was a time when the hall 
was the centre of the village. We 
want to ensure it’s maintained in 

Artist Rod Hawkins with his surfboard sculpture, one of three pieces he will be entering in ARTWaikino’s exhibition 
this Labour Weekend.                                   Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

a way that people can use it and 
it benefits the community.” 

This year, more than 60 art-
ists from Waikino and across the 
North Island have registered for 
the show. 

Their works will be arranged 
by category - painting and draw-
ing, handicraft, sculpture or 
photo - with the winners of each 
section announced on Friday 
night. 

Every art piece is also for sale 
to the public, with a percentage 
of the sale price going back to the 
hall. 

Organiser Nola Boldy said the 
committee was expecting close 
to 800 people to pass through 
their doors over the weekend. 

“ARTWaikino is for everyone, 
young and old, and the place to 
visit if you are looking for a gift 
for a special someone - or even 
yourself,” she said. 

Rod said the art show was a 
platform for artists, and a place 
for people to find inspiration of 
their own. 

“Somebody may go into the 
exhibition and go, ‘ooh, I can 
do that’. So it’s like a catalyst to 
ignite that spark in just one per-
son’s brain,” he said.
DETAILS: ARTWaikino, October 20 
from 6pm-9pm and October 21-22 
from 10am-4pm at the Waikino 
Hall. Gold coin entry; all artworks 
are for sale. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Coastal cafe meets rural ingenuity 
A waterfront cafe along the 

Thames Coast has con-
nected with a dairy farm in ru-
ral Waikato, and now its plastic 
waste has been reduced by the 
thousands. 

The Waiomu Beach Cafe has 
recently installed a milk tap 
from Kaipaki Dairies, a rural 
business in Ōhaupō that aims 
to encourage cafes, hotels, and 
other hospitality venues to 
tackle sustainability by replac-
ing plastic bottles with milk 
straight from the pail.

“Sustainability is the under-
pinning value of my business,” 
Waiomu Beach Cafe owner 
Julie McMillan said, “and I’d 
heard about the milk taps and 
wondered how long it would be 
until they came our way.

“But then John [co-founder 
of Kaipaki Dairies] came in one 
day and asked if we wanted to 
know more, and I dropped eve-
rything and said: ‘Yes!’.” 

Julie said the installation of 
the milk tap will stop at least 
5000 plastic bottles per cafe per 
year from heading into landfill.

It also meant her staff didn’t 
have to continuously undo lids.

“The plastic bottles used to 
come in cardboard boxes… the 
milk got put into them, it took 
five minutes for it to be used, 
and then it was thrown out. 
That’s exactly what was hap-
pening.” 

Julie said she had always 
been mindful of sustainability 
“right from the get-go”. 

When she took over the 
Waiomu Beach Cafe - which 
is now up for sale - around 15 
years ago, being environmen-
tally-friendly was always front 
of mind.

“Sustainability for me is about 
community, environment, and 

ethical business. We live in the 
most stunning environment; 
it’s our playground, it feeds us, 
and it deserves respect.”

All single-use coffee cups 
at the cafe are compostable. 
There’s also a collection point 
on the porch that collects the 
used cups and lids which the 
staff then send away to be com-
posted.

Julie said with the milk taps, 
“change was effective immedi-
ately” and she encouraged other 
businesses to give it a go.

“The recycling bin is no long-
er full of plastic bottles which 
means we can be more con-

scious of our rubbish and be 
smarter at the back end of the 
businesses with our waste man-
agement,” she said. 

“And the team has really em-
braced it.” 

Kaipaki Dairies’ milk tap is 
designed to sit right next to a 
cafe’s coffee machine.

The milk is delivered in ei-
ther 10-litre or 20-litre reusable 
pails that sit in the fridge, with 
old pails taken back to the fac-
tory for deep cleaning, sterilisa-
tion, and refilling.

 Julie McMillan uses Waiomu Beach Cafe’s new milk tap, inset, which saves around 5000 plastic bottles from going into landfill.                                                                                              Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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1 Pipiroa Rd, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681 • Miles 027-227-1121

Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Come and see us for all your garden needsCome and see us for all your garden needs

SUMMER IS COMING...SUMMER IS COMING...
Come in and see the NEW RANGECome in and see the NEW RANGE
of battery Powered Garden Toolsof battery Powered Garden Tools

McKenzie Read and Holly Thomas-James with Milky and Buddy, left, and Elise Scott and Jessie Thompson. 

Matatoki School twins Brae and Paige Hunt get their calves BFG and Daisy 
prepared for the ring. 

Holly Short and Jorja Walmsley 
represent Hikutaia School.

Netherton’s Leah and Kayden Drent. 

Group day cuties
Despite the grey morning, the children gathered at Matatoki 
School were in good spirits as they put their calf club animals 
through their paces. They were taking part in the calf club group 
day for the Ohinemuri cluster of schools. Calves, kids and lambs 
of all sizes and colours were tethered around the school field, 
waiting for their turn to show how nicely they could take a stroll 
around the show ring. ALICE PARMINTER popped in to watch them 
promenade.

Thames South School students Anahere Wright, left, and Belle Wright-Ngeru.

Emilee Reynolds, Riley Richards and Chloe Scott hang out with their kids. 
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FINANCEAVAILABLE

OFFER AVAILABLE FROM 12 SEPTEMBER TO 24 OCTOBER 2023

REALWORLDTOUGH

*FINANCEDISCLAIMER: Zero deposit and annual repayments only available to asset backed commercial applicants with a NZBN registered for aminimum of 1 year. First repayment due after 12months and 1.95%p.a. fixed interest rate on a 24month loan term.
Available on AG125, AG200, TTR230, YFM450FB, YFM450FBP, YFM700FBP, YFM700FAP, YFM700FAPSE, YXM700P, YXM700PSE, YXC700P, YXE850PU, YXE850PSE, YXF1000PSE. Offer available from 12 September 2023 to 24October 2023.

Credit criteria, fees, charges and conditions apply including an establishment fee of $325, $8.05 PPSR fee and a dealer administration fee. Not in conjunction with any other offer. Finance to approved applicants by YamahaMotor Finance New Zealand Ltd.
(YMF) NZBN9429036270798 FSP9622.

www.yamaha-motor.co.nz
FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT:

$4,608
AG125RIDEAWAY

$15,086
KODIAK450EPS RIDEAWAY

$26,782
WOLVERINEX2UTILITYRIDEAWAY

$325 ESTABLISHMENT FEE APPLIES

P.A FIXED RATE*
24 MONTH LOAN TERM ONLY

Central Motors 60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349
John - 027 279 6799

Hauraki Ltd

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $80 per cube
Gum $130 per cube

Minimum oorrdder 3 cubbees
PPhh:: 00880000 77775544 66882277

splintasfirewood

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &

Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,

andWater Pump Supplies &
Installations.

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Predators and invasive species beware 
- the NZ Landcare Trust Ngā Mata-

popori Whenua is holding Coromandel 
Peninsula’s first community predator 
control and conservation “Pestival”.

The Boosting Biodiversity Pestival, 
to be held this Thursday at the Thames 
Memorial Civic Centre, will provide the 
latest information, advice, and traps to 
encourage new and existing community 
trapping groups in the Hauraki-Coro-
mandel area.

“The Hauraki-Coromandel area is 
a jewel of New Zealand, but we need 
to take care of it,” NZ Landcare Trust 
catchments coordinator Ric Balfour 
said.

“On the edge of Thames and other 
towns we have quite low numbers of 
native birds and high numbers of rats, 
mustelids and possums. 

“We’ve had feedback from a range of 
individuals and neighbourhood groups 
that they are eager to start backyard 
trapping but needed support. 

“This Pestival is a way to kickstart the 
process.”

Ric said the Boosting Biodiversity Pes-
tival would be a “fun event to demystify 
predator management and trapping”, as 
well as to provide support and advice on 
how to get started. 

It will be an opportunity to learn about 
traps, baits, lures, monitoring, record-
ing (TrapNZ), and sharing successes, he 

said. 
“Our goal is to help establish Predator 

Free groups that support and grow the 
network of backyard trappers.”

NZ Landcare Trust, the Thames Com-
munity Centre, DOC, and Thames Coast 
Kiwi Care, and PF Hauraki Coromandel 
Community Trust, were supporting the 
event to inspire more residents to get 
involved in trapping and gain advice on 
best practice, Ric said.
DETAILS: Boosting Biodiversity Pestival, 
Thursday, October 19, 1pm-4pm at the 
Thames Memorial Civic Centre, 200 Mary 
Street, Thames.

Coromandel to host 
first-ever ‘Pestival’

NZ Landcare Trust catchments coordinator Ric 
Balfour.                            File photo: KELLEY TANTAU

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays 
- art and craft, 

moving, table coverings 
and more .....
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Double-GlazedAluminiumJoinery
Contact us today to arrange a FREE,
no-obligation,measure and quote
and ask us about our installation service.

FAIRVIEWTHAMES
10 Millar Place, Kopu | 07 868 9105
office@fairviewthames.co.nz

www.fairviewthames.co.nz

• FAIRVIEWTHAMES has been operating
throughout the Coromandel and Hauraki region
for over 20 years

• We are 100% locally owned and operated and
are proud to employ local and support many local
clubs and community groups

• Interest-Free finance options available via

Let FAIRVIEWTHAMES help you fight
the winter chill and summer heat with new

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTISING FEATURE

From 
grungy 
cottage to 
‘grande 
dame’

There’s a motley collection of col-
ours, textures, and eye-catching 
items; an aesthetic of excess that 

can’t be seen from the roadside.
A step from the quiet footpath of Davy 

Street in Thames, where a buzzing rever-
berates from the lavender bushes, there 
is a quaint cottage that looks a picture - 
its white facade a fresh backdrop against 
the roses that have not yet bloomed.

But inside there is an eclectic fusion of 
neon and floral; the maximalism effect 
of interior design that makes each cor-

ner of the restored villa interesting. 
There’s a lamp in the shape of a gold 

pineapple, a neon flamingo and an orna-
mental rabbit. As Born to be Wild plays 
around the room, a tiger-printed cush-
ion makes itself known.

“I’m not a shrinking violet when it 
comes to colour,” Leanne Grinder says.

Leanne and her husband, Peter “the 
paperhanger,” purchased the property 
back in 2015. 

Early photos show it being a high-
ceiling fixer-upper that was on its way 
to becoming someone else’s sanctuary 
- with the pinks filtered throughout the 
home either on wallpaper or rugs or 

throws having a stronger significance 
than just their shade.

The villa’s previous owner was diag-
nosed with stage four breast cancer, and 
ended up being tended to by Sweet Lou-
ise, a New Zealand service that provides 
support for those living with incurable 
breast cancer. 

When she passed away, Leanne and 
Peter took over the house as a deceased 
estate.

“Proceeds of the sale were donated to 
Sweet Louise,” Leanne says, “and I just 
thought: ‘You know what, I’m going to 
do this place justice’”.

In mid-2022, Leanne was given her 

own breast cancer diagnosis. She says 
she caught the cancer early and, after six 
months of treatment, is now clear. 

“So, there is this strange kind of syner-
gy with the home,” she says, “but when I 
first walked in, it had this amazing feel-
ing to it. I mean, the kitchen bench was 
still sitting in the lounge room, but it 
had all ‘the feels’.”

Passing into the dining area, there is a 
large bouquet of flowers that sits proud-
ly when cats Dexter and Felix aren’t try-
ing their paws at floral arranging.

Opposite it, there’s an ornate gramo-
phone, and on the other side of the 

Leanne Grinder’s heritage home 
perfectly blends history with 

vibrancy. Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P14
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AEROVIEW LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

NATURAL
PAVING
Path & Vehicle

Grade
also

Cement
Pavelock
Asphalt

Mortar
Quick Set
Filter Cloth
Geogrid

SLEEPERS
MACROCARPA

(7 sizes available)

Also in stock
NZ Railway
UK Oak hardwood
Australian Rustic
Ironwood hardwood

• Ponga Logs
• Mega Mulch
• Forest Floor Mulch
• Black Mulch
• #4 Bark
• #5 Bark
• Screened Topsoil
• Post Peel
• Garden Mix
• Crushed Shell

• Limestone Chip
• Hokey Pokey
• Riverstone
• Scoria
• Drainage Metal
• GAP 7
• GAP 20
• Builders Mix
• #1 WashedSand
• Pit Sand

NEW PRODUCTS

382 Ngati Maru Highway, Totara, Thames • Ph 868 7960 Open 7 days a week 8.30am to 5pm
LOAN TRAILERS AVAILABLE

SPRING AT AEROVIEW - IT’STIMETO PLANT NOW

382 Ngati Maru Highway, Totara, Thames • Ph 868 7960 Open 7 days a week 8.30am to 5pm

*SPECIALS VALID 20TH - 23RD OCTOBER

LABOUR WEEKEND
SALE

Daltons
Premium
Compost

40L
Normally $11.99
3 for $30Stone Fruit & Deciduous

Trees - 20% OFF

SingleSingle
PottedPotted

VegetablesVegetables
3 for $93 for $9

We stock the biggest
range of flower &

vegetable punnets in
the Thames Valley Limited Stock

Limited Stock

Grafted Tomatoes
Normally $11.99 2 for $20

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTISING FEATURE

A new interior design company is 
making waves. The recently es-

tablished Berns & Co brings together 
two seasoned professionals in the 
field, each with their own unique ex-
pertise, to offer residents a fresh per-
spective on interior design.

The brainchild of two passionate in-
dividuals, Berns & Co is set to revolu-
tionize the interior design landscape 
in our community. The company’s 
co-owners, Bernadette du Plooy and 
Malcolm Paton, have joined forces to 
blend creativity and craftsmanship 
like never before.

Bernadette du Plooy, the creative 
genius behind Berns & Co, possesses 
an impressive resume with more than 
seven years of interior design expe-
rience, specializing in Kitchen and 
Bathroom design. Her keen eye for 
aesthetics and a natural flair for de-
sign have led to numerous successful 
projects that have left clients in awe.

Her passion for creating functional 
yet visually stunning spaces has made 
her a sought-after designer in the re-
gion.

On the other hand, Malcolm Paton 
brings a wealth of practical experi-
ence to the table. With an astounding 
25 years in the industry, he has honed 
his skills as a joiner and cabinet maker 
to perfection. In addition to co-own-
ing Berns & Co, he also owns his own 

kitchen manufacturing business Paton 
Kitchens, making him an invaluable 
resource when it comes to turning 
design concepts into tangible, beauti-
fully crafted spaces. His commitment 
to quality and precision is the driving 
force behind the company’s motto: 
“Crafting Dreams into Reality”.

Together, this dynamic duo aims 
to transform homes and businesses 
into havens of style, functionality, and 
comfort. Berns & Co offers a compre-

hensive suite of services, ranging from 
conceptual design and space plan-
ning to material selection and project 
management. Their goal is not only to 
meet but exceed the expectations of 
their clients.

In a recent statement, Bernadette 
said: “We believe that the perfect in-
terior space should not only be visu-
ally appealing but also reflect the per-
sonality and needs of its inhabitants”.

“At Berns & Co, we strive to create 

designs that resonate with our clients 
on a personal level, ensuring that eve-
ry project is a true reflection of their 
individuality.”

Malcolm added: “Craftsmanship is 
at the core of what we do. We take 
pride in our ability to bring our clients’ 
visions to life with meticulous atten-
tion to detail. Our experience in kitch-
en manufacturing and woodworking 
sets us apart, allowing us to create 
custom pieces that add a unique 

touch to every project.”
Berns & Co is already gaining recog-

nition for its innovative approach to 
interior design. Their portfolio boasts 
a range of projects that showcase 
their ability to blend aesthetics with 
functionality seamlessly. Whether 
it’s a modern kitchen makeover, a 
luxurious bathroom redesign, or an 
entire home transformation, Berns 
& Co is equipped to handle it all. The 
company’s commitment to sustain-
ability is also commendable. Berns & 
Co sources eco-friendly materials and 
implements energy-efficient design 
principles whenever possible, aligning 
with the community’s growing aware-
ness of environmental issues.

As Berns & Co opens its doors to 
the community, residents can look 
forward to a new era of interior de-
sign that marries creativity and crafts-
manship. Whether you’re seeking to 
revamp your home or spruce up your 
business space, Berns & Co promises 
to bring fresh perspectives and inno-
vative solutions to the table.

To learn more about Berns & Co 
and explore their portfolio of stun-
ning projects, visit their website at 
www.bernsandco.co.nz. You can also 
schedule a consultation to embark on 
your journey toward a more beauti-
ful and functional living or working 
space. With Berns & Co’s arrival, our 
community can look forward to a vi-
brant and inspired approach to inte-
rior design, where creativity knows no 
bounds, and craftsmanship reaches 
new heights.

- Supplied by Berns & Co and 
Paton Kitchens

New interior design company brings fresh perspectives
A fusion of 

creativity and 
craftsmanship

The brainchild of co-owners Bernadette du Plooy and Malcolm Paton, Berns & Co is set to revolutionize the interior design land-
scape in our community.                  Photo: NIKKI SANDERS
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Ngatea Hammer Hardware
16 Orchard West Road, Ngatea

Store Hours: 8am – 5pm Monday to Friday
8am - 2pm Saturday

07 867 73930077 886677 77339933

NGATEA HAMMER HARDWARE

GARDEN
CENTRE

Blitzem Slug & Snail
500g

GrowFresh Vegetable Punnet

138014 237732

142733

141806

Tui Compost 40L

Tui Tomato Mix 30L

Tui Pot Power 40L

4 For
$16

2 For
$40

3 Bags For
$25

2 For $9

$4.99

$15
GrowFresh
Single Pot
10cm

SHARPGRADE Laser System
1.8 Wide Hoe
Site Prep
Drilling
Top Soil
Truck Hire

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTISING FEATURE

room, sitting on the custom built-in, is a 
record player.

Leanne says the gramophone works 
but sounds a bit scratchy, while the 
record player has around 700 different 
records to choose from. 

“Music has been a part of my life since 
I was a teenager. I was the girl who 
made the mix-tapes. I’m the one who 
makes the playlist for the party,” she 
says. “Music has been the one constant 
throughout my whole life.”

There are also items of nostalgic 
significance for Leanne, like the gold 
standing globe in the living room.

“When I was growing up, I had a 
school desk with a world map on it, and 
instead of doing my homework, I used 
to study the map and I got really good 
at knowing all the capitals around the 
world,” she recalls.

“I just wanted to create my own vibe 
here and then I discovered there was a 
word for it.” 

That word was maximalism, and it 
describes an interior design trend that 
mixes different colours with different 
patterns and prints. It pays homage to 
‘more is more’.

“The house is full of things I just re-
ally love,” Leanne says, “and I wanted to 
embrace the heritage, too.

“I think if we moved out, and you 
didn’t have all this stuff here, it would 
still look like a really beautiful house in 
tones that suit the age of it. The decor is 
what’s giving off another vibe.” 

The couple had to completely remove 
and reinstate the front verandah be-
cause people had to be careful where 

CONTINUED FROM P11

CONTINUED ON P15

ABOVE: The home was in poor condition at the 
time of purchase. RIGHT: Leanne has added 

fretwork to separate the living and dining areas, 
and the quality harks back to the home’s 100-

year history. 

they stepped. They took all the walls back 
to the exterior to be able to install insula-
tion, and they also put in new windows 
and doors.

Leanne has even added fretwork to 
separate the living and dining areas, and 
the quality harks back to the home’s 100-
year history. There’s also a study and a 
bathroom at the back of the house that 
has been rebuilt from the ground up. 

“Heaps of people have watched this 
[renovation] since day one, and they al-
ways comment on how much they love 
what we’ve done to it.
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Classic Trundle Pop Bedset Donna Bedset Range Cool Gel ‘NZ MADE Cloud 9’ Bedset

Natural Merino ‘NZ MADE Moana’
BBBeeedddssseeettt

M5 Adjustable BedMazon M1 Bedset

ELSEWHERE $1499 OUR PRICE $1199

Stttarting
From
$2949

Single
$499

King Single
$569

Double
$679

Queen
$739

Single $1149
King Single $1399

Double $1499
Queen $1599
King $1849

Super King $2149
California King $2749

Single $1649
Kiiing Single $1999

Double $2349
Queen $2549
King $2949

Super King $3349
CCCaaallliiifffooornia King $4349

Double
$899

Queen
$999

Price includes both mattresses

5 years warranty

5 years wwwarranty 10 years warranty

Adjustabbble Head &
Foot lift

RRRemottte anddd programmabbbllle fffavouriiittte settttttiiing

10 years warranty5 years warranty

Feel Medium

Feel Soft

Feeeeeel SSSooofttt

Feel Soft

SALESALEBEDBEDLABOURLABOUR
WEEKENDWEEKEND

SUPERPRICE BED SHOP 543 POLLEN STREET
PH 07 211 9307 • www.superpricefurniture.co.nz
Mon to Fri 9.30am till 5.00pm : Sat 9.30am till 3.00pm
Interest free deals available with Finance Now & Q Card (T&C’s apply)
*Selected models (T&C’s apply)

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTISING FEATURE

It’s really lovely and rewarding,” 
Leanne says, “and I think this house 
will be good to go for another 100 
years”.

Leanne has spent some time study-
ing towards an interior design diploma, 
and her goal is to finish it off now that 
she has the “all-clear” regarding her 
cancer diagnosis. 

“When I was in high school, I did 
technical drawing, and my career goal 
was to actually go into drafting or 

something to do with plans,” she said. 
“So, all of the things I’ve done here, 

these projects, I’ve pretty much made 
those plans.” 

While not an architect, Leanne still 
dabbles in colour and design on the 
daily. She owns the Pollen St salon 
Walter & Co, but says her public-facing 
job can sometimes be akin to a goldfish 
bowl. That’s why it’s so important for 
her home to be her sanctuary. 

“This job needed to be done right. 
You can’t cut corners on a house this 

old,” she says. “I’d love to know its 
whole history - it’s got a story of its own 
to tell - but I just wanted to turn it from 
a grungy miners cottage into a grande 
dame.”

And when it comes to the feminine 
aspects of the villa - the floral wallpaper 
and duvets, and the lavish pink bou-
quets, Leanne says her husband doesn’t 
feel emasculated by any of it. 

In fact, her design flair has even 
rubbed off on visiting tradesmen.

And for people who want to expand 

their design know-how and move away 
from minimalism, Leanne says to take 
it one step at a time.

“If you’re a little bit scared of colour 
on the walls, then be a bit braver with 
your furnishings perhaps,” she says. 

“I do think homes like this do suit 
colour, so if you’ve got a heritage home 
and you ever want to be brave with it… 
it really is so lovely to live within.” 

CONTINUED FROM P14

Inside there is an eclectic fusion of 
neon and floral; the maximalism 
effect of interior design that makes 
each corner of the restored villa 
interesting.              Photos: SUPPLIED
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100% KIWI
LOCALLY OWNED
&OPERATED
WWW.1 0 0 P E R C E N T. C O . N Z

fisherpaykel.com/promotions

Purchase qualifying Fisher & Paykel Kitchen appliances, with a minimum

total spend of $8,000, between 25 August 2023 and 5 December 2023
and receive cashback up to the value of $2,500. T&Cs apply.

RECEIVE UP TO
$2,500 CASHBACK

CASH
BACK

100% WHITIANGA
4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive

Ph: 07 866 5726

100% THAMES
626 Pollen St

Ph: 07 868 6124
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Showroom: The Depot Lane, 715 Pollen St, Thames
(Parking & rear entrance, 110 Kirkwood St)

M 021 509 952 www.insider.net.nz

Furnishing, LightingFurnishing, Lighting
& Homewares& Homewares
Shop our full range
at our Thames
showroom – or online
at www.insider.net.nz

Interior DesignInterior Design
ServiceService
Planning, sourcing and
advice on furnishings,
renovations/new builds

Colour consultations
for interior and exterior

WindowWindow
TreatmentsTreatments
Made to Measure
curtains, blinds
and shutters

Find the style
you love

Thames Resene Colorshop
606 Queen Street, Thames • Phone 07-868 6644

Discounts off the normal retail price until 31 October 2023 at Resene owned ColorShops and participating resellers.
Valid only with cash / EFTPOS / credit card purchases. Not available in conjunction with account sales, promotional
vouchers / coupons or other offers. Excludes trade, ECS, Wallprint, wall decals, Crown products and PaintWise levy.

25%
off

Resene Premium Paints, Wood Stains,
Primers, Sealers, Decorating Accessories,
Wallpaper and Cleaning Products

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

AJ Clean Up Crew 0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 027 242 7268 John Hedges 027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

SKIP BIN HIRE
For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724
Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTISING FEATURE

No matter what the design or layout of a 
house, the kitchen is its beating heart.  

So it’s vital that the kitchen works seam-
lessly – to facilitate the meals that will be 
prepared there, along with the more mun-
dane tasks like washing up.  

But more than that, a well-designed 
kitchen will encourage easy social interac-
tion and provide an element of theatre.

For good kitchen design to take place, 
early consideration of appliance selection 
is crucial.  

“The rapidly expanding range of appli-
ance formats, shapes and sizes means that 
one-size-fits-all no longer holds for good 
kitchen design”, says Mark Milmine, owner 
of 100% Thames and 100% Whitianga.  

“In spite of having the largest range of 
kitchen appliances on the peninsula, our 
stores can only display a small fraction of 
the products available.  

“Our highly trained team will hunt down 
the right appliances for your lifestyle, to en-
sure you get the kitchen of your dreams,” 
he said.

Early consideration of freestanding ver-
sus built-in ovens is critical. In premium 
kitchens, twin ovens and companion prod-
ucts are growing in popularity.  

“And customers shouldn’t leave choice 
of rangehood format until it’s too late for 
options,” Mark said.

Whilst almost all dishwashers fit the 
same cavity, integrated dishwashers (hid-
den behind cabinetry) or twin single Dish-
Drawers™ are finding favour among dis-
cerning renovators.

Possibly the largest trend in kitchen ap-

The kitchen is the beating 
heart of any home

pliances, literally, is the rapid growth in 
demand for large format French-door and 
quad-door fridge-freezers.  

Having more than 700 litres of capacity 
in the kitchen is appealing but, with some 
models over 1800mm high and 900mm 
wide, early product selection is vital.  

“Our team is committed to helping cus-
tomers secure their first-choice appliances, 
in a timeframe that fits their renovation 
project.  

“Customers can no longer assume that 
every model is always in stock in New Zea-
land, however we can help them navigate 
the challenging supply landscape – and to-
gether we can ensure their project is suc-
cessful,” Mark said.

- Supplied by 100% Thames 
and 100% Whitianga

A well-designed kitchen will encourage 
easy social interaction and provide an ele-
ment of theatre.               File Photo: PIXABAY
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Visit us at: Totalspan Coromandel 1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames | 07 869 0400

A big thank you to the team at Totalspan Coromandel
for their great service and assistance with the design
process, we couldn’t be happier with the result.
The process for building our Multipurpose Shed
went smoothly and nothing was too hard when we
asked for different options, very professional and an
excellent quality built shed from an awesome team!

Yvonne & Henri Schipper

“

“

GREAT
ON KITSET
BUILDINGS
IN OCTOBER!

Love YOUR HOME
ADVERTORIAL

It’s a new era for the team at To-
talspan Coromandel.
New owners Kyle Sheppard and 

Nicola Olesen took on the fran-
chise in February this year and 
since then, the couple have been 
busy building up their connections 
with the community.

And while they offer the same 
quality, steel framed building solu-
tions as other Totalspan franchises 
nationwide, they’re keen to bring a 
more local feel back to their store.  

“We’ve got strong family values, 
and we know how to treat people 
right,” Kyle said.

Hauraki and the Coromandel 
have always been home for the 
pair - Nicola grew up on a farm 
in the tight-knit community of 
Ngatea, while Kyle is a fifth-gener-
ation Thames-ite. And with plenty 
of family still in the area, as well 
as a sports-mad son, they plan to 
remain a part of the community 
for some time to come. 

“I’ve grown up with a family 
that’s always been involved in the 
community and have recently 
completed 17 years in the Thames 
fire brigade myself,” Kyle said. 

The couple are also both firm 
believers in family activities and 
organised sports, and are proud 
to be able to support some local 
clubs and teams in their endeav-
ours. 

“We both benefited from peo-
ple and businesses supporting 

New local team, same quality service at Totalspan

clubs when we were young and are 
happy to do our bit now” the couple 
agreed. 

Kyle and Nicola’s local, family-
centric philosophy has followed 
them into the workplace as well. 

“The business wasn’t owned lo-
cally for a long time - but now we’re 
all from here,” Kyle said. 

“We’ve been fortunate enough 
to retain the existing quality peo-
ple, and we are working hard to-

wards building a fantastic team for 
the future.” 

Alongside Nicola and Kyle, the 
team also includes Charles Kemp-
ster, sales consultant, and Amanda 
Richards in sales support/project 
administration, as well as three 
builders and other contractors. 

With more than 25 years’ expe-
rience in the building industry be-
tween Charles and Kyle, they really 
know their stuff.

“We’re now consistently getting 
good feedback, which was one of 
our main aims after taking over,” 
Kyle said. 

“Now, our goal is to be the pre-
ferred solution for steel frame 
buildings in the residential and 
commercial market for the Coro-
mandel and Hauraki Plains.” 

Kyle and Nicola are happy to 
welcome the community into their 
site at unit 1, 46 Main Road Kopu, 

Thames for a chat. 
“We value our amazing commu-

nity and aim to bring a local focus 
to our business. 

“We believe in the Totalspan 
brand and look forward to discuss-
ing your building needs with you 
and bringing your dream to life,” 
they said.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The new Totalspan Coromandel team are keen to bring more local feel back to their store.                 Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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Welding is a skill that can take

you places.

No experience needed.

Learn how to design, create and weld in our

spacious workshop,

FREE Level 2 qualifications available NOW.

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

ENGINEER / NOUN
(EN-JIN-EAR)

A PERSON WHO FIXES
STUFF YOU CAN’T Youth program

Our St John youth programmes continue for the year.  We have
the Penguin Programme that caters for the 5 to 8 year olds to 
introduce these young people into fun and adventure in a 
controlled and supervised environment. The Cadet Programme is
for the 8 to 18 year olds and provides a focus on  rst aid,
healthcahealthcare, leadership and general life skills. 

Both are popular and aid with increasing community resilience.
 >  make positive impacts on todays youth
 >  developing leadership, life skills and fun
 >  we mentor and coach in life skills
 >  build self-esteem and con dence
 >  provide exciting leadership development 

IIf you have children looking for fun and development, there are
currently some vacancies on each programme. 

Youth Leader vacancies
We are also keen to expand our Youth Leadership team to assist 
our Youth Divisional Manager run these programmes. If you are 
18 years or older and keen to assist, we would like to hear from you. 

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

FFor further information phone Shane Deverill on 021 955 860 or
email:  hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

Hato Hone St John Thames

Kerbside
collections will
be one day later
than normal for
23-27 October

Change to Kerbside Collection

All recycling and food scraps
Week - 23 to 27 October

Find out more about refuse and recycling and view the kerbside
collection calender at www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/rubbish-recycling

Tuesday 24 October
Whiritoa and Waihī Zone 1

Wednesday 25 October
Waihī Zone 2, Waikino,
Mackaytown and Karangahake

Thursday 26 October
Kerepēhi, Turua, Kaiaua, Ngātea
and Waitakaruru

Friday 27 October
Paeroa

Remember - Place your bins
facing the kerbside by 7.30am

Don’t flip your lid in
the windy weather!
Get a free bin clip for your
recycling wheelie bin from
one of our service centres.

Launch of True Tales of Waihī
On Saturday, October 7, Hauraki 

District Libraries hosted an auspi-
cious occasion at Waihī Library with 
the launch of the latest collection in a 
“fantastic” range of books. 

The Treasury Research Centre and 
Archive has published True Tales of 
Waihī, a collection of local stories by 
local people. 

This complements the other 11 books 
in the series. 

Hauraki District Libraries team lead-
er Marion Kroukam said the afternoon 
saw the library “abuzz with people 
from all walks of life”.

“The excerpts being read by some of 

the authors certainly made the audi-
ence want to buy a copy.

“Who wouldn’t want to hear how the 
Pumphouse was moved metre by metre 
across town by men and women and 
not machinery?

“The proceeds from the sales of the 
books are used for keeping the Treas-
ury Research Centre and Archive open, 
as they have unfortunately lost some 
funding in recent times,

“Every cent counts at the moment.,” 
she said.
DETAILS: If you would like a copy, visit 
www.thetreasury.org.nz/book-shop, or 
pop into any local bookshop.

Hauraki District Libraries team leader Marion Kroukam said the afternoon saw the 
library “abuzz with people”.                      Photo: SUPPLIED
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2
• Two Bedroom Villa, 121sqm,

1 bathroom, guest WC,
single garage

ENQUIRE TODAY!

eves.co.nz

Paeroa
8A Thames Road 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa16515

Smart Starter or Downsize Delight
Step into a welcoming home with a bright living area.
The spacious kitchen has ample cabinet space. A large
section of 922sqm (approx.) Enjoy the expansive deck
and storage sheds. Located near Paeroa Township, a
friendly community with amenities. Call Brooke to view.

Asking Price $599,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Katikati
07 549 0052
katikati@eves.co.nz

EVESW
07 86
waih

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 20

List with EVES Katikati or EVES Waihi this spring to take advantage of
our FREE upgraded marketing campaign valued at over $2 000 to
ensure your property truly blo

Contact us today to find out

Open the door to spring
with EVES Katikati & Waihi

Terms and conditions apply. Please see https://

Waihi
63 1118
hi@eves.co.nz
008

g campaign, valued at over $2,000 to
ossoms amongst the bunch.

t more.

/bit.ly/3OWNOjr for more details.
Paeroa
44 Station Road 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa16617

Entry Home or Investment.
First home or investment, this tidy easy-care three-
bedroom home is a superb option in a great location.
Inside the home appreciate the open plan living, dining,
and kitchen that has a fireplace and heat pump to keep
everyone comfortable.

Asking Price $535,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd and , Licensed under the REAA 2008
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KOPU 07 868 5007 PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCALVETS HERETO HELP 24/7

HELP TO
REDUCE
SUMMER
WATER
RESTRICTIONS.
GET A
RAINWATER
TANK NOW.

In some instancesabuilding consent is not required if
the tankmeets the criteriaunderSchedule 1 exemption.

For example, the NZ Building Act allows tankswithout a
building consent as long as they:

• Do not exceed 35,000 litres

• Are supported directly by the ground

• Are not plumbed into a house

• Meet all other legislative requirements such as district
plan requirements before they need consent

Find outmore at building.govt.nz

tcdc.govt.nz/savewater

Rainwater tanks allow you to capture rain off your roof and store it for
use during hot summer days where water restrictionsmay be in place.

The process is simple.Decide where youwant to put your tank,
talk to your local manufacturer about colour, size, cost and delivery,
and check if your tank needs anyCouncil consents.

1000 babies born in Paeroa

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
1948

The 1000th baby to enter the 
world at the Paeroa Ma-

ternity Hospital since Matron 
W Moore and Sister D Moore had 
been in charge was born in De-
cember. 

The baby boy’s mother was a 
resident of Paeroa and to honour 
the occasion she was presented 
with a suitably inscribed card by 
members of the hospital staff. 
The Moore sisters had been at 
the Paeroa Maternity Hospital for 
seven and a half years.

Thames’s popular constable J G 
‘Gerry’ Williamson was farewelled 
at a function in the Thames Court-
house. Constable Williamson had 
been a member of the Thames po-
lice force for 12 years, and dur-
ing that time he had made many 
friends and very few enemies. 

The town could ill-afford to lose 
one of his type. Mrs Williamson 
had always been a good sport. A 
policeman’s wife did not always 
have an easy life, but she had been 
a friend to all the police staff and 
on occasions when it was most 
needed there was always a cup of 
tea ready. 

The official opening of the Paeroa Maternity Hospital in 1930.         Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

Constable Williamson was pre-
sented with a fire screen and wood 
box and Mrs Williamson a dress-
ing table set. The police force gave 
them a sum of money.

Constable Williamson thanked 
everyone for their good wishes, 
and stated that he had always 
been very happy at the police sta-
tion. He and his wife would be very 
sorry to leave Thames, as they had 
come to regard it as their home 
town. During his service there had 
been six sergeants at the station, 
and the work of the police had al-
ways run smoothly because of the 
co-operation of the members of 
the force who had been stationed 
there.

Newly introduced African 
kikuyu grass was found grow-
ing in patches on the Haura-
ki Plains. One or two farmers had 
scattered areas of it on their farms 
and a patch of it had also been 
identified growing on the runway 
of the Thames aerodrome at Par-
awai. Mr Banfield, agriculture in-
structor, reported that the grass 
could be farmed with success 
under certain conditions. As the 
grass made severe demands on the 
soil, it must be top dressed. It must 

be grown in conjunction with clo-
vers, which were necessary to pro-
vide adequate nitrogen. It must 
be intensively grazed; otherwise 
it became coarse and unpalatable. 
It was most aggressive, spreading 
rapidly by both surface and under-
ground runners. For this reason it 
should never be introduced where 
cultivation for crops was intended. 
The grass was high in feed value 
and production when properly 
farmed.

A worrying whistle from one of 
the engines using the rail track 
to the Waihī mine had a most 
disturbing tone and pitch. It was 
causing suffering and annoyance 
to sick and aged folk and also to 
very young children living near the 
rail track. 

It was used to much greater ex-
cess than the whistle of the other 
engine and made more noise than 
the mine whistle, Akrad’s Radio’s 
siren and the Taneatua Express 
put together. How men were able 
to work with it all day was hard to 
understand; children were seen 
crying in fear as the crazy abomi-
nation went by. What with smells 
and noise, Waihī was becoming 
very backward and neglected.

New Zealand’s leading interna-
tional short film festival, Show 

Me Shorts, is coming to Thames 
this month. 

The Thames Coast Community 
Kindergarten is excited to be host-
ing two screenings from the festi-
val at the Thames War Memorial 
Civic Centre on October 21.

Previously held by Thames 
South School, the festival has not 
screened locally for several years, 
so organiser Kerry Daniel was re-
ally pleased to be bringing the 
event back to Thames.

The 3pm screening “Whanau 
Friendly” (PG) is a collection of 
eight animated short films for 
children and their families to en-
joy together.

Join the Prime Minister’s 
daughter at parliament buildings. 
Discover a floating world in dan-
ger. Meet an eccentric boy with a 
love of crows, a space dog and a 

spider. Bring cash for popcorn and 
icecream and share an enchant-
ing cinematic experience with the 
whole family. 

At 7pm, “The Sampler” (M) will 
screen, which includes some of 
the top short films from this year’s 
Show Me Shorts Film Festival.

The collection is designed to 
entertain, delight and show off ris-
ing talent in the filmmaking scene 
from Aotearoa and abroad.

Four international films feature, 
including 7 Minutes, directed by 
Ricky Gervais with his trademark 
awkwardness. Three homegrown 
shorts follow a runaway fiancée, 
a failing mind and a quirky gov-
ernment department. Wine and 
beer will be available for purchase, 
along with home baking, tea and 
coffee in the intermission.
DETAILS: Tickets: humanitix.com or 
Carson’s Bookshop (cash). Whanau 
Friendly $10, The Sampler $20.

Show Me Shorts returns
Corvine will air at Show Me Shorts film festival in Thames.     SUPPLIED

ENTERTAINMENT
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We cater from small
private gatherings to
large scale events.
• Weddings &
Funerals

• Corporate Events
•Team Building

Events

And we can cater
to your needs...

• Buffet
• A La Carte

• Morning & Afternoon
Teas

• High Teas
and more

How can we help you?
What do we cater?....Everything!

Contact us to plan the catering for your next event.
Kris Burton 022 380 9735

email burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
facebook @burtonscatering • website burtoncatering.co.nz

Café & Shop OPEN 7 Days
BioGro Organic Cheese &

Yoghurt. Gelato & Sorbet made
on site. Deli lines & Giftware.

Animal Farm and outdoor area.
4 Wainui Road, Matatoki, RD1

Thames Ph 07 868 1284
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

FoodiesFoodies

Where to find help

Watch this space
for weekly updates

Sally Christie
Ph: 027 372 6332 • E: sally@hfvin.co.nz

Age Concern: Ph 0800 652 105

Talk to someone
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or someone in your
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Talk to someone you
see regularly - a doctor,
nurse, member of your

church or spiritual
leader

Make a free
confidential

appointment to
see a financial
mentor or local
budget service

If you or
an older

person are in
immediate
danger, call
the police on

111.

Call the national
elder abuse
24 hour free
phone line on
0800 32 668 65
or text 5032 or
email support@
elderabuse.nz

Join the conversation on enabling better access
to community health and wellbeing services

This month’s forum will focus on local community feedback
on the Te Tara o Te Whai Hauraki Locality Plan, discussion of

our new health system, and community feedback
Come along and share your knowledge and experience

Meetings are open to everyone

Te Tara o Te Whai Hauraki locality

All welcome

OUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY HEALTH FORUM

Hauraki – Coromandel
Thursday 19 October 10.30am-1.30pm
Hauraki Resource Centre
2 Mackay Street, Paeroa

The books are sorted, the ta-
bles have been erected, and 

the Zonta Club of Thames Valley 
is anticipating its next Bookara-
ma this Friday and Saturday. 

The annual fundraiser helps 
projects locally, nationally, 
and internationally, and will 
see hundreds of books for sale 
at the St James Church hall in 
Thames. 

Previous years have seen the 
club raise thousands of dol-
lars for valuable causes, such 
as grants for new midwives, as 
well as supporting Grandpar-

ents Raising Grandchildren in 
the area. 

Every year, Zonta organises 
Bookarama – to make quality 
books and publications avail-
able to the community at low 
cost, and a Pink Walk - to raise 
money for NZ Breast Cancer 
Foundation. 

The group has also helped 
pregnant women with petrol 
vouchers to go to Waikato Hos-
pital for check-ups; Thames 
Foodbank and toiletry packs at 
Christmas for Thames Hospital 
and women’s refuge. 

It also gives individual grants 
to women for course fees and 
related expenses for further 
education, short courses, par-
ticipating in sports events (e.g., 
travel costs), participating in ar-
tistic or cultural events outside 
the Waikato region, educational 
field trip/camp, facilitating/
enabling learning and /or skill 
development.
DETAILS: The Bookarama kicks off 
at 9am both days and browsers 
are sure to find a bargain. Find 
Zonta Club of Thames Valley on 
Facebook for more information.

Bookarama planned at St James

Zonta’s Bookarama opens this weekend at St James Hall.    FILE PHOTO
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2022 Toyota Highlander, ZR top spec model $79,990
2022 Toyota Hilux, SR5, 2wd auto, canopy $54,990
2021 Toyota Corolla, GX Hatch, auto, $26,990
2021 Toyota Camry, GX, sedan, NZ New $28,490
2019 Toyota Rav4, GX, 2wd, NZ New $32,990
2019 Toyota Corolla ZR, hybrid, NZ New $32,990
2019 Toyota CH-R, Limited, NZ New $27,990
2018 Toyota Corolla, GX, auto, NZ New $17,990
2017 Toyota Highlander, GXL, AWD, towbar $34,990
2015 Toyota Prius C, hatch, Hybrid, NZ New $14,990

2021 Toyota Camry GX 2.5P 8AT LOW KM’s $28,990
2021 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P $25,990
2021 Kia Picanto GT-Line 1.2P 4AT LOW KM’s $19,990
2019 Toyota Land Cruiser Prado VX LTD $66,990
2019 Toyota RAV4 GX 2.0P 2WD, NZ New $34,990
2018 Toyota Hilux SR5, 2.8TD, 4WD, 6AT $48,990
2018 Toyota Hilux SR 2.8TD 4WD $39,990
2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2.0P 2WD $29,990
2018 Kia Sportage LX+ 2.0D, AWD, NZ New $27,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P NZ New $22,990
2017 Toyota C-HR 1.8L Hybrid $37,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

QUALITY REDEFINED

Factory
Warranty

High Voltage Drive
Battery Warranty

(OR UP TO 160,000 KMS)

8 YEAR 3 YEAR
(OR UP TO 45,000 KMS)

Service Plan for standard
trading support and
Demonstrator sales only
(exclude lease)

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 7 Year Warranty Programme runs for 7 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). The Kia 8 Year High Voltage Battery Warranty Programme runs for 8 years or up to 160,000 kms (whichever
occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

Features
• Parallel Hybrid System
• 6-speed Dual Clutch Transmission
• Front Wheel Drive
• 16” Alloy Wheels
• Forward Collision Avoidance Assist – Car, Pedestrian,
Cyclist, Junction Assist

• 8x Airbags incl. Front Centre-side
• Blind Spot & Rear Cross Traffic Collision Avoidance Assist
• Front & Rear Parking Sensors

• Front LED Fog Lights
• Smart Cruise Control with Stop & Go
• Halogen Bi-Function Projection Headlights
• LED Daytime Running Lights
• Cloth & Composite Leather Seats
• 8” Colour LCD Touchscreen Infotainment
• Supervision Digital Cluster with 4.2” TFT LCD Display
• Electrochromic Rear View Mirror
• Wireless Apple CarPlayTM & Android AutoTM

Kia Niro
HEV ‘Earth’ 1.6L Petrol

$ 48,490
MRP

+ORC*

Sample image only.

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2019 Toyota Rav4 Hybrid 2023 Toyota Hilux
SR5 Cruiser

THAMES PAEROA

$68,990$44,990

2.8TD
EX-DEMO

GXL
One owner
NZ New
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Car Detailing

Packages starting from $40

Interior
Exterior Specialty Services

Promotions and giveaways

Headlight restoration

Beau Lally 02041914851
Beesautodetailingservices@gmail.com

car detailing

plumber
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business
electrical inspections

• IQP emergency lighting
inspections

• Solar power inspections
Servicing Hauraki,

Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

electrical inspector

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

CALL THE EXPERTS

With the holiday season just around the 
corner, it’s time to get excited about 
sprucing up indoor living spaces and 
dull exteriors with a fresh coat of paint!

A big thank you to all pleased custom-
ers in Thames, Paeroa, Waitakaruru and 
Netherton for keeping the paint flowing 
through this dreary winter. 

Also a big thanks to those getting in 
early and booking next year’s projects.

Here’s what one happy customer had 
to say… “We’re delighted at the result of 
Stan’s labours on our 60-year-old home. 

“Thank you for your care and attention 
to detail, such as removing then replac-
ing window catches, and the plaster 
patches in the stucco ceiling are not 
discernible. 

“It all looks, as you promised, fresh 
and new. We appreciated that through-
out our dealings with you that at all 
times you were ‘down to earth’ courte-
ous and professional.” 

- Ruth (Thames).
Contact Stan now on 022 313 7911 to 
organise your free quote!

Get fresh with That Painter Ltd
Stan Reihana of That Painter Ltd says it’s time to spruce up indoor living spaces and dull exteriors.                                                                                       
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Trades & Services

Storage

Storage

Church Notice

Handyman

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Friday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Friday

Health

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, weld-
ing, waterblasting. 
Work is good quality 
and I will not attempt 
to work outside of 
my skills. Insured. 
Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

Handyman

Handyman

Handyman Services

Situation Vacant

Situations VacantPublic Notices

Public NoticePublic Notice Public Notice

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.

027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Eazy-Blast water 
blasting. Small jobs. 
Steps, drives, paths, 
patios etc. Text Chris 
021 0852 1825

As next Monday is a Public Holiday, 
please note classifieds need to be in by 

12pm this Friday, October 20th

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

“Now that I’m 60, every morning I look in the mirror and say, ‘I don’t know 
who you are, stranger, but I’m gonna shave you anyway.’” - Presidential 
speechwriter Milton Friedman
“You have to stay in shape. My grandmother started walking five 
miles a day when she was 60. She’s 97 today, and we don’t know 
where the hell she is.” - Ellen Degeneres

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 
or phone 

027 227 1121

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

scrap vehicles

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Makers of the famous 
Body Stress & 
Pain Cream. 
07 862 9167

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning
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waste removal

AGM
Friends of the Historic 

Kōpū Bridge
Saturday 28th Oct 2023

PLEASE NOTE 
STARTING TIME IS 2pm 
NOT 3pm as previously 

advertised.
St.George’s Church Hall 

Committee Room
Mackay Street, Thames

All Welcome

Foundry Gas 
cutting/Arc air 

Operator
A&G Price have a vacancy in their foundry after 

cast department and require a hardworking, 
reliable worker who is physically fit and not 

afraid of hard work. The roll involves gas 
cutting and arc air cutting metal castings. 

Previous experience operating gas cutting and 
or arc air equipment would be a benefit.

  If this sounds like you, please email your cv to 
our Production Manager at:

jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz
or call in to our reception and fill out an 

application of employment form

BOOKARAMA
Fri Oct 20th 
9am - 5pm

Sat Oct 21st 
9am - 3pm

St James Church Hall
Pahau St, Thames

Cement Tanker Driver
Based in Ngatea 

• Class 5 licence essential 
• Full Training Provided 

• 5 days per week, 
immediate start 

• Pre-employment 
drug test required 

Phone Craig 0274 988 626 Or 
Email operations@lbtcement.co.nz

The Valley Profile/Coromandel App is seeking a highly organised and self-motivated feature writer to join our 
small but busy, award-winning newsroom full time on a one-year fixed-term contract starting November 15, 
2023.

A qualification in journalism or equivalent and experience in a newsroom environment is preferred, but not 
essential. Sales experience is an advantage.

We are looking for a reliable, hard working creative writer who:
 • Is seriously organised - a planner and forward thinker
 • Has superior time management - remains calm under deadline pressure
 • Is an ideas person - creative and passionate about local community news
 • Has a can-do attitude - happy to pitch in and get things done
 • Loves writing and talking to people
 • Has a keen eye for detail, with excellent spelling/grammar
 • Has basic computer/web/social media skills
 • Is a self-starter: Can take initiative and work without supervision

The successful applicant will be required to find and write features, advertorials, business profiles, cover 
events/breaking news and take quality photographs/video for the Valley Profile and Coromandel App. Some 
evening/weekend work may be required occasionally. Hybrid working environment. Clean driver licence 
essential.  

Please send applications, including a resume and samples of your writing and photographs, to editor@
valley profile.co.nz. Position description available upon request. Applications close October 27, 2023.

FEATURE WRITER
FIXED CONTRACT 

(ONE YEAR)

Hauraki Plains 
Netball Centre 

Annual General Meeting
Sun 19th Nov 2023 4pm

Ngatea Rugby & 
Sports Club

All welcome : email 
haurakinetball@gmail.com 

for full agenda 
Followed by - Planning 

Meeting 2024 5pm 
(RSVP for catering)
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YARDSCRAPERS

From 2mWide to 4.8mWide FEL or 3pt Linkage fittings
Fixed or Oscillating available From: $2000+GST

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Friday

Public Notice Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

CAPS HAURAKI INC.
The Annual General Meeting of 

CAPS Hauraki Inc.
Will be held on:

Tuesday 21st November 2023
at 7.00 pm,

At the CAPS Hauraki Office, 205 Willoughby 
Street, Thames.

Please RSVP by the 17th November 2023 to:
Phone: 07 868 8644 or 

reception@capshauraki.co.nz

Enrolment at Netherton School is governed 
by an enrolment scheme. Information and 
forms are available on the school website 

www.netherton.school.nz

Limited places for out of zone children are 
available for 2024 and 2025 year.

Applications close midday Friday 27th 
October 2023 and are to be emailed to 

principal@netherton.school.nz

DISTRICT LICENSING 
COMMITTEE MEETING

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meeting will be held 
during the month of November 2023 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, 1 William 
Street, Paeroa.

District Licensing Committee 
Hearing: Application - 131 Restaurant and 
Bar, Normanby Road, Paeroa – On Licence  
Thursday, 2 November 2023, 10:00am 

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974, 
notice is hereby given that for the purpose 
of a Motorsport Rally Tarmac Sprint event. 
The following road will be closed to ordinary 
vehicular traffic for the period indicated below. 
During the period of closure provision will be 
made for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 22 October 2023, 
9.00am to 6.00pm.
Road to be closed: Golden Cross Road, Waikino.
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and barriers 
to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above regulations 
for any person otherwise than under authority of 
an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary 
vehicular traffic during the proposed period of 
closure.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

It’s not Christmas without a real
Courtneys’ Christmas tree!

SATURDAY OCTOBER 28th
12pm - 8pm

Food Stalls • Craft• Christmas Candles & Gifts
Our shop will be open -

Come & See the new layout...
Parking at Puriri School - gold coin donation

CHRISTMAS MARKET

Courtneys’ Christmas Tree FarmCourtneys’ Christmas Tree Farm
and Decoration Barnand Decoration Barn

40 Puriri Valley Rd, Puriri40 Puriri Valley Rd, Puriri
868 6064 or 027 458 9878868 6064 or 027 458 9878
www.christmastree.co.nzwww.christmastree.co.nz

There weren’t so many hard drugs around 
in Thames in the 1970s and 80s. So can-

nabis was the big deal for Police in those 
days; and an annual fly over of the peninsula 
by hired helicopter by Police occurred, with 
a constable lowered by winch to pull plants 
out. There were quite a number of planta-
tions uncovered each year on the peninsula, 
with some plants well over 2 metres high. 
They were winched back up and flown back 
to Thames.

Because a prosecution was pending, I se-
cured a quantity of very large plants in our 
storeroom at the old police station at 760 
Queen St. It has internal bars and grills on 
all the internal doors (or used to!), and the 
outside window facing Queen St had solid 
bars over the window. Unfortunately, I 
placed the plants against the window that 
night. 

The next morning, we found a car jack 
had prised all the bars apart, and had been 
used to smash the reinforced glass in. The 
plants were all missing, pulled out through 
the window! I thought afterwards, what a 
silly thing to do, to place them against the 
window.

Some years there were too many plants to 
deal with. So we piled them all up out the 

back of Thames airfield, and with a little 
petrol, set fire to them. Made quite a fiew, 
although I don’t think we ever checked 
which way the wind was blowing to pre-
clude the possibility of cannabis fumes and 
smoke wafting over and through Thames.

Funnily enough, we did have a wonderful 
and enthusiastic young co-ordinator at our 
Neighbour Support Group at Waikawau. He 
took all the reports from the locals up thee 
of suspicious activity. 

Sadly, he was arrested the following year 
by the CIB for running a large cannabis 
growing and distribution operation from his 
small hill farm and three-storey house up 
there. It was so big, a special bush surveil-
lance team came from Wellington to survey 
and film his operation to obtain the evi-
dence. I think his home was taken under the 
proceeds of the crime legislation. He had so 
much cash, he didn’t know what to do with 
it all. There were empty sealed 20-litre paint 
containers of cash hidden around the farm, 
and in the wall linings of his home.

However, mostly our Neighbourhood 
Support Groups, created in town and 
through the area, worked well. We had 
wonderful co-ordinators in town and up the 
coast, and southwards too.

Elain Bycroft and Noel Mcfarlane helped 
me get Victim Support started in Thames. 
Their energy to the project was amazing 
and we ended up with a wonderful group 
of volunteers available for call outs from 
home all hours of the day and night to assist 
with fatal accidents, sudden deaths, homi-
cides, etc. From memory, I think we had five 
homicides in one year, from the far north of 
the peninsula involving a hunter, to south of 
Waihī, involving a gang dispute. 

Graeme Wood was a Victim Support 
volunteer, who served the community for 
decades in this role. We are so grateful to 
people like Graeme, who selflessly serve the 
community.

- Ron Agnew is a former Thames 
Police officer

Cannabis stolen from station

By RON AGNEW

OPINION
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Here’s mud in your eye, 10 Acrimony, 15 Bakery, 16 Anticlimax, 17 Anaconda, 19 Textile, 21
Limps, 22 Blueprint, 25 Espionage, 27 Garnish, 29 Proved, 33 Medal, 34 Bookworm, 36 Collateral, 39 Imp,
41 Scuttle, 42 Bazaar, 43 Energy, 44 Calm, 45 Headway, 48 Satellites, 53 Trisect, 57 Moat, 58 Cavity, 59
Nectar, 60 Fanatic, 62 Sad, 64 Dotted line, 65 Intrepid, 66 Strip, 69 Tailor, 70 Divulge, 71 Optometry, 76
Defective, 77 Regal, 78 Prosper, 83 Original, 84 Evaporated, 85 Squirm, 86 Diligent, 87 Bring home the
bacon.

DOWN: 2 Erased, 3 Erect, 4 May, 5 Dear, 6 Netting, 7 Occupy, 8 Raid, 9 Yearling, 11 Centre, 12 Incinerate,
13 Owns, 14 Yearned, 18 Pensioners, 20 Lair, 23 Ingot, 24 Overtake, 26 Started, 28 Admiral, 30 Rescue,
31 Voyage, 32 Slight, 35 Koala, 37 Limit, 38 Flea, 40 Pest, 45 Humid, 46 Abattoir, 47 Yearly, 48 Scientists,
49 Toys, 50 Landing, 51 Incite, 52 Evade, 54 Real, 55 Scatter, 56 Critic, 61 Recovering, 63 Pivot, 67
Survivor, 68 Gear, 69 Twofold, 72 Phantom, 73 Regain, 74 Search, 75 Weirdo, 79 Sauna, 80 Bill, 81 Spin,
82 Edit, 85 Sue.
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ACROSS
1 Marriage ceremony
(7)
4 Faster than sound
(10)
9 Foresee (7)
13 Italian white wine (4)
14 Up-to-date (6)
15 Thwarted (6)
16 Wild cat (7)
18 Consume (3)
20 Countryside pursuit
(3-7)
21 Diplomatic envoy (8)
22 Fake (5)
25 Conquer (6)
26 Starter’s shells (6)
28 Doubting (9)
33 Mammoth (8)
34 Orb (6)
35 Intones (anag)(7)
39 Scholarly (8)
40 Clay worker (6)
41 Exhale hard (4)
42 Strengthening strut
(5)
43 Abates (5)
46 Something worthy
of careful consideration
(4,3,7)
53 Expanse of short
grass (5)
56 Pungent flavouring
powder (5)
57 Deep singing voice
(4)
58 Empties (6)
59 Court (8)
62 Book (7)
63 Break in a series (6)

64 Swing the lead (8)
67 Habitual gesture (9)
69 Curving outward (6)
70 Counterbalance (6)
74 Trite (5)
75 Work (8)
77 Cave projection (10)
81 Lie (3)
83 Sunshade (7)
84 Reprimand (6)
85 Bumpy (6)
86 Work party (4)
87 Came to rest (7)
88 Incarcerated (10)
89 Eternal (7)

DOWN
1 Jetty (5)
2 Remove poison from
(8)
3 Size increase (6)
4 Rear part (5)
5 Window glass (4)
6 Roof beams (7)
7 Source (6)
8 Things (5)
10 Stink (4)
11 Certificate (7)
12 Cloud type (6)
17 Nausea (10)
19 Burial place (5)
23 Finish work for the
day (5,3)
24 Passenger ship (5)
25 Let air out of (7)
27 Overdue (4)
29 Reindeer (7)
30 Duty (6)
31 Kirk (6)
32 Agree (6)

34 Goat-man creature
(5)
36 Threaded fastener
(5)
37 Girl (4)
38 Night insect (4)
44 Astuteness (6)
45 Eagle’s nest (5)
47 Ellipse (4)
48 Sack (7)
49 Quirk (6)
50 Salty drops (5)
51 Salve (8)
52 Crowd (6)
53 Ruse (10)
54 Relation (4)
55 Glee (7)
60 Happening (5)
61 Run away (4)
65 Tiler’s filler (5)
66 Guess (8)
68 Unshakeable in
purpose, determination,
opinion (7)
69 Own up to (7)
71 Table wine
container (6)
72 Alcoholic spirits (6)
73 Assert, claim (6)
76 Butter ingredient (5)
78 Flecked woollen
fabric (5)
79 Boundaries (5)
80 Manage (4)
82 Heat injury (4)

 SUDOKU               122

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                142

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2750 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa,
Ngatea $3045 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz 
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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NEW LISTING – 58 Mahi Road, Te Kauwhata

RE/MAX APEX

Priced for the market and ready for new owners is this 3
bed, 1 bath, with fabulous outdoor living and the added
bonus of an outdoor rumpus or workshop space. This
property won’t last long, so call Tracy for a viewing.

Why RE/MAX?
• Global presence and contacts
• Brand Recognition
• Extensive experience
• Local market Expertise
Plus take advantage of our Spring offer
for a Premium
Marketing package completely FREE
when you list with us.
Call 0800 REMAX2

Tracy 027 296 9016

$669,000

https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/
ADDRESSADDRESS - 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata- 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata
OFFICE -OFFICE - 0800 736 2920800 736 292

Ceremony to break ground on
new Barnardos Early Learning
building in Turua
The Turua and wider community are invited
to join staff from leading children’s charity
Barnardos for a blessing and ceremony to
break ground for their exciting new Early
Learning Centre (ELC) building. The event will
start at 5pm on 18 October at Turua ELC, on
the corner of Raupoiti Street and Piako Road,
and will be followed by refreshments.

The project is a fantastic example of Barnardos’
work and its long standing in this rural Waikato
district. However, Barnardos is working
proactively to fill a significant funding shortfall
and has, at this stage, been able to commit
only to the groundwork for the new centre.

“The breaking of the ground marks an
important milestone for the project. We’re
delighted to kickstart the work and will strive
hard to bridge the funding gap,” said Chief
Executive Matt Reid.

If full funding is achieved, an existing
Barnardos building, formerly the Te Totara
Early Learning Centre in Hamilton, will be
divided into nine pieces and relocated to Turua
by road. The disassembled building will be
rebuilt and renovated on a new site owned
by Hauraki District Council adjacent to the
current ELC. The new service will be accessible
for parents to easily drop off and pick up

their tamariki, suitable for those on the daily
commute to and from work. The new building
will also allow the ELC’s capacity to increase
from 38 to around 55 babies and children,
better serving local whānau and the growing
community in and around Turua.

Subject to funding, the relocated building will
be kitted out with new furniture, and more
resources and equipment. A new playground
will also be created that will be available to
the local community during the long summer
evenings and weekends. The current centre
will continue to operate until the new building
is ready to open.

Matt Reid said, “Recycling our Te Totara
building is a fantastic opportunity to upgrade
and expand our Turua ELC sustainably and
cost-effectively. Once funding is secured
and the building can be refitted, it will be
a modern, fit-for-purpose centre providing
early learning to the community that will give
tamariki the strongest foundations for their

future and help them shine bright. I’m also
pleased to say we’ll be gifting the existing
ELC building to the Turua Community Trust
to be repurposed as part of a new library and
sports facility. I would like to thank the Turua
community for their help with and support for
this project.”

Barnardos’ Turua ELC is the only early learning
centre in the area that provides for under
2s, as well as 3 ̶ 5-year-olds. It operates from
7.30am to 5.30pm on weekdays. Barnardos
offers financial support for parents who
are unable to afford the full fees, subject to
conditions.

Barnardos seeks support from local
businesses, trusts, and philanthropists to help
complete this project. If you are interested
in supporting it, come along to the event or
contact Barnardos on 0800 005 437 or email
fundraising@barnardos.org.nz.
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