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By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Sienna Callis should be a regular 12-year-old girl
- attending school, hanging out with mates, and *
¢ caring for the animals she adores so much. Instead,
she spends her days fatigued and in pain.
. Sienna has hypermobile Ehlers Danlos Syndrome
"% (hEDS), a connective tissue disorder that affects her
. . whole body. Her ligaments are more lax than they
should be, causing a host of secondary issues includ- "1+
. ing compressed veins, pancreatitis, and ongoing
+ chronic pain.

Now she needs a specialist scan, a detailed diagno-
sis and a plan for her future medical care. The catch
'+, - sheneeds to get to Germany. g

“We didn’t want to go so public with sharing her -
journey, but it’s important to raise awareness for oth-

‘ll.l ers because she’s certainly not the only one,” Sienna’s |
# 5% mum, Kim Callis, said.

“hEDS is a bit of an invisible illness because people
:,-‘. 1 don’treally see all the bad parts of it like we do.”
Sienna’s ordeal began in May of 2022, when she ;4 ot
Gy was only 10 years old. An unexplained pain in her leg w 1‘.‘.'{""
b4 led to surgery at Waikato Hospital - the first of many "}r p. et o
I | 5 X )
. extended inpatient stays. : , P
“All her inflammatory markers were raised,” Kim % /"% h‘; ]
fe 2 said. ; ﬁ-‘!
[ad  “Wewere in hospital for 10 days.” [ ]y
* . The next two visits, the doctors found pancreati- A
“#% tis, highly unusual in someone Sienna’s age. Then, in |
! #+ January, she was readmitted in excruciating pain. L
% “I'would only compare it to a woman in labour with
g

Al g

how her pains were - it came in waves,” Kim said.
“Nothing would get it under control. Ketamine, g &) d
1.+ morphine, fentanyl: you name it, she had it.” i{. g
&'é- Numerous tests and hospital visits later, the doc- = |
i . ® tors were out of options. Sienna was slapped with a E%’-
= ‘chronic pain’ label and told there was nothing they *3# % 4.
| could do. T
173 “Her pain came down to a six out of 10, but she was .
:L‘“ constantly tired. She would have these horrific flare- &“
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It’s the little things that keep hEDS sufferer
* Sienna Callis going - like her love for school, her
% friends and her animals. Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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Hi, my name is Pete
., the Pukeko and I'm
' here to help you.

Find me in one of the
display advertise-
ments in The Valley
Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the
ad by the following Monday to go
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket.
Last issue it was in the Burtons
Butchery ad.

Expensive medical journey leads to Germany

CONTINUED FROM P1

ups that would happen at random
and last anywhere between three
days and a week,” Kim said.

“We were just at the point
where it was really taking its toll
on her, on all of us.”

The illness has left Sienna’s
family struggling to cope.

“There’s no pattern behind her
flare-ups. It’s just really draining -
the unpredictability and not being
able to plan anything,” Kim said.

“The financial burden has been
huge, with the amount of time
both Steve and I have had to have
off work, and all the travel to and
from the hospital and all the spe-
cialists and tests ... and because
we’ve been so focused on Sienna
we've really deprived her brother,
he’s just been left to his own de-
vices.”

Through months of research,
Sienna’s family began to suspect
she might have hEDS. Kim found
a support group and was also ap-
proached by New Zealand char-
ity Kiwis Together to share their
story.

“This lady who was in Germany
with her daughter having com-
pression surgery saw Sienna’s sto-
ry and reached out to us through
Kiwis Together,” Kim said.

“She said it was probably worth
actually checking out if she had
hEDS and ... abdominal vascular
compressions.”

Turning to the private health
system, Sienna saw a vascular
surgeon and a rheumatologist for
even more tests. “She met eight
out of nine criteria [for hEDS].”

Sienna’s abdominal scans were
sent to German paediatrician and
abdominal vascular compression

syndrome spe- an invasive, high-
cialist Dr Schol- risk surgery to
bach, who diag- help manage the
nosed her with condition.
compressed “We've got to
renal and iliac allow $160- to
veins, a narrow- $180,000 for
ing of the tube that, too. It’s
that sends food $100,000 for the
to the stomach, surgery alone,
and several and you've got
other suspected to be there for a
issues. month.”

“The imag- But Sienna
ing wasn’t good doesn’t have a
enough for him choice.
to tell exactly “We do know
what compres- that with the
sions she did development of
or didn’t have,” puberty, more
Kim said. - : - [compressions]

Herecom- gionna has beenin and outof ~ C1 develop, and
mended thatshe | ospital for 18 months, but they can worsen.
[has] a quantita- 4 are s Jittle the doctors can do  LYPically be-
tive colour dop-  ¢o her. Photo: SUPPLIED tween the ages
pler ultrasound ’ ' of 14 and 16 is
... this will help us to obtain an where things can get really bad,”
accurate diagnosis.” Kim said. “We're hoping, because

Because the technology and
specialists aren’t available in New
Zealand, Kim said, the diagnosis
will require travelling to Germa-
ny, something the family hopes to
do as quickly as possible.

“The scan is going to cost us
about $10,000 plus flights, ex-
penses ... it’s not cheap,” Kim
said. “There is a high-cost treat-
ment pool, but it’s really, really
hard to get funding ... even if we
can get funding there, it’s only
going to cover the procedure. It’s
not going to cover flights, accom-
modation, food, the time off that
we have to have from our jobs.”

They also will need to return to
Germany in the coming years for

it’s a huge, huge surgery, that we
can actually hold off as long as

we can. [But] the worry for us at
the moment is we don’t know the
damage that this is all causing to
her body, and we're really worried
about the tube that carries food

to the stomach because we don’t
want her to get to the point where
she can't eat or drink.”

Thankfully, the family isn’t fac-
ing this alone.

“We're really grateful for the
support from our village. Neth-
erton School, they’ve been there
from day one for us. And all
our family and friends, we just
couldn’t have gotten to where we
are now without them. That sup-

port’s huge,” Kim said.

The school has planned a num-
ber of fundraisers to help Sienna
get to Germany, and the family
has also created a Givealittle page
and planned a series of raffles
thanks to offers from local busi-
nesses.

For now though, Sienna is try-
ing to stay focused on the good
days.

“Just one day at a time, it’s all
we can do,” Kim said.

“For Sienna, her love of school
keeps her going ... even with what
she’s going through, she’s man-
aged to attend 60 per cent of the
time. She loves her animals as
well.

“[And] she is that girl that is all
about helping others, such a deep
sense of empathy. When she was
in hospital for the second time she
saw all the Christmas decorations
going up on the ward and she said
to me, ‘T know what I want to do
with my money that I've saved:

I want to buy gifts for the kids
that will be in here on the ward at
Christmas’.”

Kim hopes the family will one
??y be able to get back to normal

ife.

“She’s been robbed of so much
and so have we. From school
camps to concerts ... It’s so hard.
As a mum, you don’t unsee your
child in that sort of pain. We just
want her to get back to normal,
to being a kid. No child should be
made to suffer like this.”
DETAILS: Visit givealittle.co.nz/
cause/supporting-siennas-recovery
to donate.
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By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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e i ambulance and assisting her

St John cadet aids collapsed neighbour

13-year-old girl has ob-

tained a prestigious acco-
lade from St John after rush-
ing to the aid of an injured
neighbour.

Bella Plank, from Mara-
marua School, has received
the ‘Challenge Coin’ - a token
that recognises “extraordinary
acts” on behalf of Hato Hone
St John.

It comes after a day in Feb-
ruary, when - after just one
term at St John Youth - Bella
noticed a neighbour who had
collapsed in her garden.

Bella and her friend went
over to assist and, keeping
calm, Bella “took control of
the situation”.

She checked on the
patient, Lynley
Burling, before
ringing the
ambulance
and her
mother,
and Goog-
ling the
symptoms
to see if
she could
do anything
more to help.

Lynley said she
was “blown away”
by how calm Bella was,
and how she had “a thoughtful
and considered response” to

the situation.
Bella’s coin
was only the fourth
in the northern region to be
presented, and Hauraki Plains

Bella Plank, 13, with the neighbour she helped back in February, Lynley Burling.  Photos: SUPPLIED

Youth divisional manager Ma-
rie Holtham said she was “ex-
tremely proud” of her cadet.
The Challenge Coin was
created to recognise “extraor-

mother when she was ill.

A senior cadet received a
coin for doing CPR at an event
she was attending, while a
manager received one for as-
sisting when she was first
on scene at a mass casualty
incident with more than 50
patients.

“The St John Youth Pro-
gramme is fantastic for teach-
ing our cadets, setting them up
with such a range of life skills
that will take them so far,”
Marie told The Profile.

“The opportunities are huge.
We have on offer: camps,
courses, badges, competitions,
formal ceremonies, leadership
training, and social opportuni-
ties. It’s so fulfilling to see our
new cadets incredibly enthu-
siastic and keen to learn and
already taking advantage of
some of these activities.”

Bella’s Challenge Coin was
presented to her by St John’s
district youth manager Mike
Earl, with Lynley Burling, Bel-
la’s mum and other whanau
present.

DETAILS: Hauraki Plains St John
Youth meet on Tuesday nights
during term at the Centennial
Centre on Hayward Rd, Ngdtea,
6pm - 7.30pm. It is a programme
forages 5 - 18.

dinary acts that embody the
value of St John” and previous
recipients include a junior ca-
det from the South Island who
received a coin for calling an
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Iconic motorie tour to rase fuds

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

contingent of riders will take

he roads less travelled for a
fundraising event hosted by the
Waihi-Thames Valley branch of
Ulysses.

The fundraiser - a “treasure
hunt” dubbed Icons 150 - is
the chance for local motorcycle
enthusiasts to be involved in a
national appeal.

“The Icons 150 is in conjunc-
tion with Ulysses’ national baton
relay, and that’s to raise funds
for cyclone-damaged proper-
ties,” Waihi-Thames Valley
Ulysses president Chris Brown
said. “There’s still a lot of need
in the Hawke’s Bay, in Muriwai,
and up here.”

Chris said the baton relay
would kick off in Invercargill on
November 5, with each Ulysses
branch carrying a baton “made
out of an old sewage pipe” into
the next branch’s territory.

It will arrive in the Thames
Valley on November 14, with rid-
ers riding up to the Red Fox Tav-
ern in Maramarua before camp-
ing in Miranda overnight. They’ll
then travel onwards to Maketu,
where they’ll pass the baton onto
the Whakatane branch.

Concurrently, each branch will
also be raising their own funds
by hosting events throughout
the month. The Icons 150 will
be held on November 4 and is
something that was “dreamed
up over a beer”, Chris said.

Trevor Birchall is the club’s
runs co-ordinator, and he told
The Profile anybody can take

Bruz MacGregor, Trevor Birchall, and Chris Brown are positive the first-ever Icons 150 ride will be a success this November.

part in the day. But he’s a stickler
for road rules, he said, and all
participants and their bikes had
to be legal.

“We’ve checked out the route
and we think it’s absolutely
fantastic,” he said. “It’s approxi-
mately 150kms and will take peo-
ple 3.5-4.5 hours to get around
it. It’s like a treasure hunt, they
have to find the icons and photo-

graph them.”

Trevor said it didn’t matter
how the riders got to the icons,
but they would get extra points if
they photographed their bike in
front of them.

“T've been a bit devious,” he
admitted. “These are roads you
wouldn’t normally travel - the
best of the roads in the Hauraki.”

There’s also an opportunity

for people to partake in a tour
around the route, rather than
compete in the “treasure hunt”.

“We’re positive it’s going to be
successful because we’re motor-
cyclists,” Trevor said. “We sup-
port things.”

The national Ulysses Club is
designed for over-40s who love
motorcycles. The Waihi-Thames
Valley branch’s Icons 150 event

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

will start and end at Hauraki
RSA in Ngatea, with riders to be
assembled by 9.30am on No-
vember 4.

DETAILS: To enter, email ig.elliot.
mcgrath@gmail.com, with your
name, phone number, and bike
rego.
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Villa 30112 Sealey St,
Thames.

“This two bedroom Villa is available for sale under an occupation rights
agreement. There is a capital gain sharing arrangement that is within the
disclosure document. The asking price is $625,000. The Villa has a road
frontage on Sealey Street opposite the High School with an internal access
garage alongside. It is one half of a duplex with both garages next to each
other between the Villas ensuring quiet and privacy. The rear of the property
features a conservatory opening out onto a neatly laid out fenced private
North facing garden. The property is fully furnished and the vendors are
willing to leave any or all of the chattels behind when they sell.

Contact David McGeorge on 0221 0289 1213 to arrange a viewing of this
well presented property and for disclosure information.

The facilities are owned and operated by Tamahere Eventide Home Trust, a
registered charitable entity, with Trustees appointed by the Methodist Church.

Our mission statement: “To provide a quality caring
service for older people, in a Christian environment.”

@ Tamahere Eventide Home Trust

Accredited member of the Retirement Villages Association of New Zealand Inc.

1.09. - 12.15.

come together

A‘ F T Tararu & Waiokaraka
Retirement Villages
-y Invite you to our Arts & Craft Fair
F A ‘ Tuesday 17th October,
Rl

10am - 2pm
Tararu Retirement Village Community Centre
109 Wilson Street, Tararu
NOTE: NO parking available onsite - drop off

ick up onl

Sausage sizzle, Raffle, Cake stall, Plants and various
Handmade Arts & Crafts stalls to browse and buy from.

Everyone is welcome. CASH ONLY

We look forward to seeing you on the day
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Chronicling the voyagers of the Pacific

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
A:hared passion for nature
nd local culture has re-
sulted in a vibrant retelling of
wayfinding history by two Co-
romandel creatives.

The new book, titled Those
Magnificent Voyagers of
the Pacific, was launched
last week, and is the work of
Thames writer Andrew Crowe
and Puriri artist Rick Fisher.

The 64-page, nonfiction
picture book chronicles 5000
years of wayfinding and navi-
gation in the Pacific Ocean.

Throughout the story, al-
ternating sepia-toned and
full colour illustrations com-
pare the Polynesian peoples’
nature-based navigation
techniques to the instrument-
based techniques of their
voyaging contemporaries in
Europe and elsewhere on the
globe.

The book is a follow-on from
Andrew’s tome Pathway of the
Birds: The Voyaging Achieve-
ments of Maort and their
Polynesian Ancestors, which
took 15 years to write.

“I'm interested in the con-
nection between people and
nature, and I think this would
be a culmination of that be-
cause it’s through the natural
world that I came to under-
stand the complexity and the
real skill behind the navigation
of the Pacific people,” Andrew
said. “It’s based on the obser-
vation of nature. And I came
to understand that the more I

history of the people of the Pacific.

worked on this, how deep that
connection is.”

This time around, Andrew’s
aim was to appeal to all ages.
Fact-boxes, notes and maps
throughout the pages offer
more depth for interested
readers.

And the pictures, of course,
are a crucial part of the story
for younger readers. In fact,
Andrew spent some time
searching for an artist whose

Author Andrew Crowe, left, and artist Rick Fisher have produced a non-fiction picture book detailig te voyaging

work “clicked” with him, be-
fore being introduced to Ngati
Maru artist Rick Fisher’s illus-
trations during a conversation
with a Thames librarian.
“Now, I had seen Rick’s mu-
rals ... and I noticed that there
weren’t any people in the pic-
tures. And I thought, maybe he
can’t do people. [The librarian]
showed me these pictures, his
charcoal sketches, and blow
me away, he can do people,”

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Andrew said.

“You’ll see that the illustra-
tor’s name appears first on the
front cover.

“This is unusual, but inten-
tional, to help acknowledge the
huge contribution that Rick
has made to giving this story
and the people in it the mana
they truly deserve.”

At the time, Rick was fairly
new to digital drawing, having
picked up his daughter’s iPad

during Covid-19 lockdowns

to give it a go. But the artist
threw himself into the crea-
tion of over 30 illustrations for
the book, spending a total of
18 months putting the images
together.

“That first picture [took]
over 100 hours,” Rick said.

“Rick brought it to me ... he
said, ‘T don’t know if you’ll like
it, but this is my first go’, and I
went ‘[wow]’,” Andrew added.

“He goes into this 100 per
cent. There’s so much in this
- the more you look, the more
you see.”

The pair said they loved
working together, and seeing
their vision come to life.

“I try and portray [Maori/
Pacifika and Kiwi culture] in
everything I do. You'll see it in
my designs - I have that half-
and-half blend there. So no
one else can do it or tell that
story according to how I see
it,” Rick said.

“I love to do this, to work
together with somebody, and
I have to say Rick was a won-
derful working partner,” An-
drew added.

“It’s just so rich, the whole
thing, because it’s just so per-
sonal. The fact that we can just
sit together and ... celebrate
this moment, it’s great.”
DETAILS: Those Magnificent
Voyagers of the Pacific is avail-
able from Carson’s Bookshop in
Thames.
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Heft’s 1mag1nat10n boosters’

Mlsunderstood vikings who
were not really after gold
and booty but a good fish and
chip shop are part of an exhibi-
tion running at the Thames Art
Gallery in Tararu this month.

Paul Heffernan, otherwise
known as Mr Heff, is the fea-
tured artist for October at the
gallery in Tararu, and he creates
wacky and whimsical characters
from clay while his wife Kathy
applies their colourful glazes.

Each piece comes with a small
story and he hopes his work
gives folk “a wee chuckle and a
smile” as they explore the de-
tailed pieces.

The exhibition features large
“Dragons of Mirth” like Esmer-
alda, and smaller versions like
Kerfuffle.

Misunderstood vikings
searching for a good fish and
chip shop are also part of the
exhibition, as is a group of par-
ty pigs, including Felicity who
believes the new health food is
doughnuts.

Mr Heff calls his pieces “im-
agination boosters” and said
grandparents and parents are
often keen buyers of the wall
hangings for children’s rooms.

He also writes and illustrates
children’s stories which form
part of the exhibition. He has
picture books for five- to seven-
year-olds and chapter books for
older children.

His books are full of what he
terms “Heff humour”.

Robert the Polar Bear is per-
haps his most popular picture
book, while The Last Dragon
Family kicks off a series cen-
tred around bumbling knights

Mr Heff is the featured artist for October at Thames Art Gallery in

Tararu.

who must save a princess from a
dragon. The dragons are just not
keen to take part.

He is currently writing The
Pirates and the Treasure of Rat

Photo: SUPPLIED
Island - with “oodles” of illustra-
tions that will keep him occupied
for several months.

DETAILS: You can preview Mr Heff’s
work at www.mrheff.co.nz.

The new market will run unt1| Apr|I 27, 2024

Photo: SUPPLIED

Celebrating local at
new summer market

he new farmers market at

Waihi Beach is sticking to
its values by choosing local
businesses instead of overseas
companies for its vendors.

Organisers of the market,
held every Saturday at Waihi
Beach School, say they have
a strict “local-focused policy”
in which vendors’ ingredients
must be sourced from within
Aotearoa - not imported and
on-sold.

“We want locals and our wid-
er community and economy to
benefit from the market, and
the best way we can do that is
to ensure that all inputs and
outputs are purchased in New
Zealand and/or made in New
Zealand from New Zealand in-

gredients,” stallholder Fin Mc-
Donald said.

“This means more money in
our local economy and hope-
fully sets an example about a
‘can-do attitude’ to keeping
businesses and families sup-
ported.”

The market will be held eve-

ry Saturday from 8am-12pm,
rain or shine, and will run until
April 27, 2024.
DETAILS: Located at Waihi Beach
Primary School - free parking
and access near the Community
Center at 106 Beach Rd. For any-
one wanting to become a vendor,
visit www.waihibeachfarmers-
market.co.nz to find out more or
email info@waihibeachfarmers-
market.co.nz.
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Thames Art Gallery

604 Tararu Road, Thames Coast (Old North School)

presents —
The Thames Society of Arts
50TH ANNIVERSARY
SATURDAY 141H OCTOBER 2023
._

High Tea - 2pm at the gallery
=5 B EVERYONE WELCOME -
E@J‘h RSVP appreciated for catering (but not essential)
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MEET PAST & PRESENT MEMBERS / ARTISTS. VIEW PHOTOS OF HISTORY
& ENJOY THE CURRENT ARTWORKS
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Thames == SERVICE

We do Ram Repairs and Serwcmg

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
» Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Oils

* Ram repairs & servicing
» General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924 amais

Best under pressure

Unpaid bills and / or not enough money
for necessities

Watch this space for weekly updates

Sally Christie
Ph: 027 372 6332 ¢ E: sally@hfvin.co.nz
Age Concern: Ph 0800 652 105

)
O &
14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames
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‘Thomas’ to live on thanks to volunteers

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

nce a main feature of the

Moanataiari School play-
ground, a derelict shunter en-
gine now lies isolated and rust-
ing on the edge of the school
grounds.

But not for long - Thames
Rotary is working to restore the
lonely engine as part of their
partnership with the school.

The shunter engine was do-
nated to the school by local
foundry and engineering firm
A&G Price sometime in the
early 1980s.

Ann Ridley, currently the
school’s neighbour, spotted the
engine sitting on a rail turn-
table behind the A&G Price
buildings in the late 70s.

“T used to see the train sitting
there,” she said.

“When I got involved with
the school ... I said to [my hus-
band] one day, ‘you know, that
would be a nice playground ap-
paratus’.”

Others jumped on the idea
and eventually the locomotive
did make its way to the school,
where it has remained a proud
part of the junior playground
ever since.

“It was a big attraction,” Ann
said.

“What [other] school has an
engine from an engineering
firm that makes trains?”

School principal David Brock
said there were a number of
students who had chosen the
school specifically because of
the engine.

A restoration project is underway to bring Thomas back up to safety standards at Moanataiari.

“The train is really very popu-
lar,” he said.

“But it has been sitting out
here for all those decades, it’s
starting to rust and I don’t want
to be the principal that removes
the train Eecause it plays a fair-
ly special part in the kids’ lives
and experience here.”

Luckily for David, there are
a few train enthusiasts among

the members of Thames Rotary
who are keen to lend a hand.

“We’re very fortunate to have
Rotary doing the repairs on this
train,” he said.

“The back is completely rust-
ed out. The guys lPlave gutted
the floor to the train... we've
started to make some progress.

“But in the meantime we've
had to clearly rope the area off
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- it’s a hazard and we can’t have
the kids playing with it while
it’s in this current state.”

Peter Vale, who is leading the
restoration project, said Rotary
was now looking for local busi-
nesses to donate time, resourc-
es or money to the project.

“Some of it is cast iron, but
some of it is sheet metal - that’s
in a poor state of health,” Peter

said.

“Materials not being used
from engineering shops around
the district would be most wel-
come.

“[The repair is] all relatively
simple stuff to do.”

Peter said he was happy to
offer his engineering skills to
Rotary and the school.

“It was always about the
kids,” he said.

“And for me it’s something
interesting to do. I've got the
skills, and Thames Rotary is
one of the best [community
groups] I've seen - a dynamic
bunch of people doing things.”

David said the school was
optimistic the engine could be
repaired before the new school
year, but said he was aware the
timeline of the project would
rely entirely on tfle availability
olf the volunteers and materi-
als.

“I don’t know how long the
work’s going to take, because
these people are giving of their
own time - it’s a labour of love,”
he said.

“But we really look forward
to it very much being repaired
and fit for purpose. We're very
grateful to the support that
we’re getting from Rotary.”
DETAILS: To get involved with
the restoration of Moanataiari
School’s Thomas engine, con-
tact Peter Vale on 0800 890 015
or email peter@industrialman.
co.nz.
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wiser- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
e~ WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2003 Toyota RAV-4 Ltd

2.4Ltr Auto, AWD, NZ New, Rare Model

2014 Ford Fiesta Sport

1.0Ltr Turbo Auto, Low Kms, NZ New

JUST
$11,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

2013 Mitsubishi Mirage LS

Auto, Low Kms, NZ New

2008 VW Golf S/IW

1.4Ltr Turbo Auto, 59 Kms

$10,990

2017 Nissan Qashqai Ti

Auto, NZ New ,1 Owner, 42km,
As New Cond.

2009 Holden Captiva

V6 Auto AWD, 7 Seater,
Top Range Model

2010 Toyota Corolla

2017 Ford Focus Sport

1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New,
Low Kms, Alloys

ONLY
9,990

Top Spec, CHOICE OF 2

FROM
$13,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz
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M})oogies for kerbside collection delays

The start of our new kerbside collection service has not gone as smoothly as expected and our
contractor Waste Management has written a letter of apology to share with you. They appreciate
that after such a build-up of anticipation, it's been a bit frustrating for all.

Please have a read of their sincere apologies and explanation for what has happened. Things are
getting back on track.

Toby Adams, Mayor - Hauraki District

Collection delays

Thank you for your support over the past month.

Unfortunately the contract startup has not gone as planned. We're very disappointed that we
have not been able to deliver the expected level of service from the outset.

Waste
Management®

We know this has caused upset in the community and for this we offer our sincerest apologies.
Our new team, bins and systems are in place, but you may have noticed some of our collections
are running behind schedule.

This is because we have designed and commissioned new trucks to pick up your food waste and
glass recycling at the same time. It's a NZ-first innovation which means fewer trucks on the road,
less carbon emissions and a healthier environment.

Unfortunately, there has been a holdup with our truck supplier which means we don’t currently
have all the collection vehicles we need. The full consignment of trucks is scheduled to be
delivered over the next few weeks, meaning we'll soon be collecting all your waste and recycling
on time, every time.

For now, if your collections are running behind schedule, please leave your bin out for collection
the next day.

The team wants to thank you for your patience, understanding and continuing support of our
drivers. It means a lot to us and we look forward to providing the community a good service as we
move forward.

The team at Waste Management, supported by Hauraki District Council

PAYT rubbish tags

Follow these easy steps to make sure the

_ C
PAYT tag on your rubbish bin is well secured. Write your address ¢

1. Write your address on the tag.

2. Feed B end through the black and red ;
handles on the side of rubbish bin. g

3. Open the perforated slot at B and
feed A end through.

4. Lock your tagin position at C (top of
the slot - as shown in the image).

5. Add cellotape to the slot at B to keep
tag secure on windy days (optional).

6. Place bin facing the kerbside by
7:30am on your collection day.

y

Thames-Coromandel District. We can‘t accept them.

When buying your tags, please only purchase GREEN PAYT tags.

Only GREEN Hauraki District Council tagged bin will be emptied.
Orange tags are for Western Bay of Plenty District and blue tags are for

Hauraki District Council | William Street, PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640 | Phone 07 862 8609 or freephone 0800 734 834 | www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

¥y

11 October 2023

Early closure of offices, libraries
and Refuse Transfer Stations
Wednesday 18 October 2023

Staff training is an important part of developing our culture
at Hauraki District Council and essential for delivering
quality service to our communities.

On Wednesday 18 October, we'll be closing slightly early
so that all staff can attend a training and development
event.

Service Centres and district Libraries: 3:00pm close
Paeroa and Waihi Refuse Transfer Stations: 1:30pm close
You'll still be able to log urgent service requests online

or phone us 0800 734 834. Our apologies for any

inconvenience.
J %

Remember to

Flush out your taps

Some plumbing fittings have the
potential to allow minute traces of
metals to accumulate in water standing
in the fittings for several hours.

Although the health risk is small, the Ministry of Health
recommends that you flush a mugful of water from your
drinking water tap each morning before use to remove any
metals that may have dissolved from the plumbing fittings.

We recommend this simple precaution for all households,
including those on public and private water supplies.

Don't let the wind flip your lid

If you didn’t receive a bin clip with your new bins, you
can now pick up a FREE clip for your recycling bin from
one of our service centres. They're designed to release
automatically once the bin is turned upside down.

One complimentary clip per household. They are
interchangeable between the rubbish and recycling bins.

Scan me to watch how to attach
the clip to your bin.
https://youtu.be/i8yRqsVBu04

0« —»
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Rural

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
A coastal permit application to
evelop a kingfish farm in the
Hauraki Gulf has been approved
by the Waikato Regional Council.

The application, lodged by Pare
Hauraki Kaimoana in 2020, was
for a caged kingfish farm to be lo-
cated within the 300 hectare Co-
romandel Marine Farming Zone
(CMFZ) offshore from Coroman-
del Town.

Pare Hauraki Kaimoana, a
subsidiary of the Hauraki Maori
Trust Board, already holds the
rights to use the CMFZ under the
Maori commercial aquaculture
claims settlement act 2004.

A hearing was held in April to
hear submissions both in favour
of and opposing the develop-
ment. Concerns included a per-
ceived lack of environmental mit-
igation planning and animal wel-
fare issues, while supporters said
the proposed farm would provide
economic and employment ben-
efits to the region and to local iwi.

The hearing committee made
its final decision in July, granting
the application.

The committee noted in its
decision that the proposed farm
would have a “moderate adverse
impact” on the water quality and
benthic [sea floor] ecology, but
said it was confident that it would
have minimal adverse effects
elsewhere in the inner Hauraki
Gulf and Firth of Thames. It said
the aim of the CMFZ was to en-
able development of the aquacul-

Life
Hauraki fish farm perm

Regional Council.

ture industry in the Waikato, and
stated that any impacts should be
“managed at an acceptable level
by adopting a precautionary ap-
proach through adaptive manage-
ment conditions, including hav-
ing an effective monitoring plan”.

Along with the coastal permit
application, the company also
sought a rule change to the Wai-
kato Regional Coastal Plan, to
allow it to place anchor lines and

A coastal permit application to develop a kingfish farm in the Hauraki Gulf has been approved by the Waikato

structures outside the boundaries
of the CMFZ. This change was ap-
proved by the council in its Au-
gust 31 meeting, with councillors
noting it would allow the farm to
use the space more effectively. It
was also noted that the change
was only approved for the speci-
fied area of Pare Hauraki Kaimo-
ana’s apilication, and only for as
long as the company retained the
right to operate in the CMFZ.

arove
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File Photo

Further concerns about the ex-
tended anchor lines causing safe-
ty issues were dismissed, with the
council saying this would be ad-
dressed directly by the resource
consent.

The Hauraki Maori Trust Board
was contacted for comment but
did not respond before deadline.

MEF IR
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Surveys
support
Caulerpa
response

Waikato Regional

cil's regular surveys of
the region’s coastal marine ar-
eas will help support Biosecu-
rity New Zealand to determine
if the exotic Caulerpa seaweed is
spreading throughout the Wai-
kato region.

Divers started their annual
surveys to determine the pres-
ence and extent of marine pests
along the Coromandel Penin-
sula coastline in August and will
then move to the west coast har-
bours of Port Waikato, Raglan
and Kawhia, where surveys are
done every three years.

Senior  biosecurity officer
Danielle Kruger said divers
had so far checked 573 ves-
sels, 908 piles, 10,000 metres
of pontoon and 15.51 hectares of
benthic area or popular moor-
ing sites in Tairua, Whitianga,
Whangamata, Whangapoua and
Ahuahu/Great Mercury Island.
Marine pests are mainly spread
by heavily fouled vessel hulls, so
the dive team checks the path-
ways of boats and check vessels,
marine structures (marinas,
wharves, jetties and moorings),
popular anchorin§ spots and
mussel and oyster farms.

£
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HAURAEI PLAIMNS

MOTORS LTD

Hauraki Plains

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea e Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

BBQ season is on iis way

MASPORT X-GRILL

3 burner, cover, grill & convection

Z1GGY

3 sizes - single, double or triple burner
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REAL WORLD TOUGH

FINANCE AVAILABLE

195"

P.A FIXED RATE*

24 MONTH LOAN TERM ONLY

$325 ESTABLISHMENT FEE APPLIES

WOLVERINE X2 UTILITY RIDE AWAY

KODIAK 450 EPS RIDE AWAY

. $15,086 §

AG125 RIDE AWAY

$26,782: $4,608:

OFFER AVAILABLE FROM 12 SEPTEMBER TO 24 OCTOBER 2023

FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT:
ﬁ YouTube www.yamaha-mot nz

NZBN

TYMF FYMI vede 200

*FINANGE DISCLAME acked o

"Rural Life -
Farm planning
essential for future

DairyNZ is encouraging farmers to
plan for the months ahead, amid in-
creasing costs and an expected El Nifio
weather pattern potentially bringing a
variety of challenges on farm.

DairyNZ general manager of farm
performance Sarah Speight said that
right now farmers needed to focus on
growing and utilising as much pasture
as possible, as it remained the cheapest
source of feed.

“Farmers are faced with high costs, so
attention to detail and a focus on finan-
cial outcomes ahead of production will
drive better business outcomes,” she
said. “This is especially important at this
time of year where pasture cover and
getting cows back in calf will determine
financial and production outcomes, not
just for this season, but into next season
too.”

Being cost-conscious is particularly
important with DairyNZ having up-
dated the national breakeven forecast
to $7.78 per kg/MS, an increase from
$7.51kg/MS. The breakeven milk price
is the milk sale price per kilogram of
milksolids to cover the farm’s costs in
a season, excluding capital expenditure
and principal repaid on loans.

This is above DairyNZ’s forecast av-
erage payout received of $7.31kg/MS,
which is based on the estimated milk re-
ceipts for the 2023/24 season, as well as
dairy company dividends.

DairyNZ head of economics Mark Sto-
rey explained that the breakeven figure
had been updated based on new pric-

ing information, tax changes and in re-
sponse to milk price and dividend pay-
ment announcements.

“Outside the breakeven milk price,
we have seen farm expense forecasts
increase, impacting overall costs, while
revenue expectations have shifted with
high dividend payouts, accompanied by
decreasing milk price expectations for
the 2023/24 season,” he said.

“It’'s also important to understand
your overall business. The breakeven
milk price is one indicator, however op-
erating profit margin, debt-to-asset ra-
tio and return on assets are all part of a
farm’s overall business picture.

“Some of these indicators are avail-
able on the Econ Tracker, to allow farm-
ers to see how their numbers compare
and consider where they may require
additional support to get through the
season ahead.”

Sarah said the expected El Nino
weather pattern was also important
to plan for, with budget restrictions in
mind and the possible summer feed
deficit.

“Itis a balancing act between ensuring
you are prepared for the months ahead,
and not spending unnecessarily in a
high-cost, low-payout environment,”
she said. “Look to use the most cost-
effective ways to meet shortfalls, includ-
ing culling cows early, strategic nitrogen
use, buying any required supplementary
feed, planting summer crops or consid-
ering the use of deferred grazing as an
option.”

WAIKATO
TRACTORS!

\VALTRA

Contact
Graham Sara
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Call-out for more t léﬁrﬂ ' CPR

Hato Hone St John’s Shock-
tober campaign is on this
month, and the Paeroa branch
is hoping to get as many people
as possible trained in life-saving
CPR.

Shocktober aims to equip
more than 10,000 people across
Aotearoa with the skills to per-
form CPR and use an automat-
ed external defibrillator (AED)
through its 3 Steps for Life pro-
gramme.

The primary activity of the
campaign, dubbed the Heartbeat

Highway, is a nationwide road
trip to host 3 Steps for Life train-
ing in more than 20 towns and
communities across the motu
before October 30. The campaign
will have a particular focus on
equipping people in rural and iso-
lated communities with lifesaving
skills such as calling 111, how to
administer CPR, and how to use
an AED.

Donna Thomas, an ambulance
officer for Hato Hone St John in
Paeroa and a 3 Steps for Life facil-
itator, said the team is aiming to

train as many people as possible
in Paeroa on how to do CPR using
the 3 Steps for Life course.

“[Tt] is free and only takes an
hour and we can come to your
home or business to run the
course,” she said.

Jacci Tatnell, Hato Hone St
John head of community educa-
tion, said Shocktober aimed to
tackle one of the leading causes of
death in New Zealand: cardiac ar-
rest. “Every day, six people expe-
rience cardiac arrest outside hos-
pital care but, sadly, only about

We’re here to support

your business through

the development of
your staff

Contact your Training Adviser on
0800 20 80 20, email info@primaryito.ac.nz
or visit primaryito.ac.nz/support

@,

P
PrimaryITO

Te Pukenga

one in 10 will survive,” she said.

While the statistics are alarm-
ing, Ms Tatnell said survival rates
can more than double with help
from bystanders.

“For every minute without
CPR or defibrillation, a patient’s
chance of survival falls by 10 to 15
per cent. Simply put, if more peo-
ple have the confidence and skills
to perform CPR and use an AED,
more lives will be saved.”

DETAILS: People can learn more
about the course by emailing 3steps-
forlife@stjohn.org.nz.

EV
charging
stations
to come

To support holidaying traffic,
ChargeNet has announced
it will develop electric vehicle
charging stations in Paeroa,
Waihi, and Tairua.

The new ChargeNet sites,
a mix of 75kW and 150kW
chargers with charging for four
vehicles at each site, will also
be built in Whakatane, Grey-
town, Blenheim, Motueka, and
Cromwell.

The eight new sites will
add an additional 32 charg-
ing points across 16 charging
stations, and are expected to
be completed in early-to-mid
2024.

All sites will be powered
by “climate positive, certi-
fied electricity that is sourced
from wind, hydro, and solar”,
ChargeNet chief executive Da-
nusia Wypych said.

“If we want more people to
buy EVs, the charging stations
need to be there for them. We
want to open up the availabil-
ity of chargers where everyday
EV drivers need them most,
based on demand.”

Alongside the charging
points, ChargeNet has also an-
nounced the construction of
an EV charging hub set to be
installed at Tauriko, Tauranga.
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2023 GENERAL ELECTION

Local candidates prepare for Vote Day

The general election will take
place on October 14, with voting
now open. The Valley Profile of-
fered each candidate an oppor-
tunity to introduce themselves to
our readers and share their views.

CALEB ANSELL, NZ First

Caleb Ansell has spent most of
his life in service of other peo-
ple. Having grown up in the
lower end of the working class,
Caleb sees the needs of many
not being met and strongly de-
sires to see New Zealand lift
itself out of debt and back into
being a net contributor to the
world. Caleb Ansell sees that
now it is most pertinent to our
nation to return to the Kiwi val-
ues we left behind; family, free-
dom of speech and community
building. Like Caleb, New Zea-
land First believes in the great
potential of our country. We can
and should be th world leaders
in innovation and entrepre-
neurship, creating employment
for more and more people. We
need a healthy health system,
built on need alone. We can be
one people once again, united
under one law and one flag.
Let’s take our country back.

RAY COBB, NZ Loyal

Iwasborn and raised in Thames
and at present run a small busi-
ness in Katikati ,We have prop-
erty on the Thames coast and a
bush block in the Coromandel
Forest Park. We have a vested
interest in the Coromandel
electorate. I have been involved
with farming , forestry and re-
lated industry along with a 16
year period with the NZ Police. I
decided to make a stand to help
solve the many issues we are
faced with today. My decision to
stand for NZ Loyal as the Coro-
mandel electorate candidate
was not taken lightly. All previ-
ous political parties have had a
hand in where we are presently
situated as they continually ig-
nore the causes and throw good
money after bad and fail to lis-
ten to the community needs. NZ
Loyal are a group of representa-
tives that will reverse this trend
by control being placed back
in the hands of the people and
implement policies to enable
all our neglected institutions to
function properly and to be fit
for purpose and to end all di-
visive policies causing the dis-

ruption to our lives. A vote for
myself and NZ Loyal will allow
you to have a voice that will be
listened to and acted on.

PAMELA GREALEY, Green Party

I am Pamela Grealey, and I'm
standing for the Green Party
because of its commitment to
building an inclusive, sustain-
able, and just Aotearoa. Our
vision is one of unity, where
the well-being of every citizen
takes precedence over excess
profits. My home in Kapanga
Coromandel Town has afford-
ed me firsthand insight into
the challenges our region has
confronted, particularly in the
wake of devastating events like
Cyclone Gabrielle. Green poli-
cies offer support for communi-
ties and individuals impacted
by both the transition to a net-
zero emission economy and the
inescapable effects of climate
change. I'm also a huge advo-
cate for green public transport
that better connects our region.
In my professional life, I man-
age a business dedicated to em-
powering local entrepreneurs,
fostering sustainable enterpris-
es, and offering vital employ-
ment guidance. So Party Vote
Green 1n this election and cre-
ate a brighter, more equitable
future for Coromandel and all
of Aotearoa.

BERYL RILEY, Labour

I'm proud to be standing for La-
bour in the beautiful Coroman-
del electorate with its diverse
communities and resilient,
community minded residents.
Living in Thames near family,
I'm part of a lively music scene
and am a trustee for Thames
Community Centre. My work
takes me across Coromandel
supporting people with mental
health issues so I see the finan-
cial and other challenges fami-
lies face daily. I will bring my
skills and experience as a busi-
nesswoman, teacher, psycholo-
gist, school principal, and senior
public service manager to being
an effective Member of Parlia-
ment for Coromandel. I pledge
to be a strong advocate for
Coromandel’s economic, social,
creative, and environmental fu-
ture: Helping families cope with
the cost of living; Improving
health and education outcomes
for everybody and addressing

child poverty; Safeguarding our
natural resources and tackling
climate change, especially ad-
verse weather events; Promot-
ing best practice in policing and
justice sectors; Championing
local tourism; Developing job /
business opportunities by pro-
moting innovation and building
infrastructure (roading, hous-
ing, and public projects).

SCOTT SIMPSON, National

I'm asking for your vote again to
represent you in Parliament and
in a new Christopher Luxon,
National-led government. The
issues confronting our region
confront New Zealand. Gang vi-
olence and ram raids show that
we are not immune from the
crime crisis sweeping the coun-
try. But this election the econ-
omy is centre stage. Stopping
wasteful government spending
and making sure taxpayer’s dol-
lars are treated with respect will
be a high priority for National
in government. We'll fix the
economy, get inflation under
control and reduce the cost of
living. A Party Vote for National
and a vote for Scott Simpson
are votes to support rebuilding
the economy, reducing the cost
of living, restoring law and or-
der and improving our schools
and healthcare. Only a a party
vote for National can change
the government and vote Scott

Simpson for Coromandel. Two
ticks blue.

SARAI TEPOU, NZ Outdoors &
Freedom Party

As a midwife for nearly 30
years, Sarai opted out of the
health industry due to the
mandates enforced amongst
herself and her peers in 2021.
She’s also qualified as a Regis-
tered Comprehension Nurse.
In Women’s Health, she pro-
vided professional services for
child-bearing women as an In-
dependent Midwife in all four
corners of Auckland City. She’s
deeply concerned about the co-
vid injections recommended by
various agencies and feels these
entities and other councils need
to be challenged and made ac-
countable.

JOANNA VERBURG, ACT Nz

I strongly believe in equality,
freedom of choice and person-
al responsibility for everyone.
I'm a regular Kiwi girl who has
experienced life the way it re-
ally is, I know what it’s like to
raise a child as a single parent,
to be made redundant, to sup-
port someone you love through
mental illness, to lose your an-
nual crop in a storm, to wonder
how you’ll pay the bills.

I've owned and worked on a
kiwifruit and avocado orchard
for the past 6 years and had

The local election candidates,
clockwise from top left: Caleb
Ansell, Ray Cobb, Pamela Grea-
ley, Beryl Riley, Scott Simpson,
Sarai Tepou, and Joanna Ver-

burg. Photos: SUPPLIED

a 25-year career in corporate
banking and foreign exchange,
working with businesses and
government departments all
over the country. A key to grow-
ing our economy is to encour-
age growth in exports and small
businesses, not stifling our No.
8 wire ingenuity as the current
government is doing. I want
to see New Zealand realise its
enormous potential so that we
can raise the standard of living
for everyone.

DETAILS: The 2023 General Elec-
tion will be held on October 14.
On election day, all voting places
will be open from 9am to 7pm.
Find your nearest voting place on-
line at: www.vote.nz.

Saunders

wrsuaisti IVIItsubishi

MOTORS

NEW MITSUBISHI ASX

$27,990

SAUNDERS MITSUBISHI FOR
THE FINEST SELECTION OF
NEW AND USED VEHICLES

201 Pollen St
www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz

+ORC
+CCF

09
AN

S JEALANDT T
i T e T e

A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 - Paul Saunders 021 220 0098

0800 11 11 10
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LETTERS

Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600.
Letters must include your full name and address, be 250 words or less and may be
edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.

SPORTS

Send your sports reports and photos to
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Former MP, Mayor queries ‘giveaway votes’

In 2020, the ‘giveaway vote’ was
7.9 per cent of the total ‘party
vote’ cast.

That 7.9 per cent party vote
came from the 12 minor parties
who were unsuccessful, but still
managed to garner 225,182 party
votes between them. The smallest
was HeartlandNZ with 914 votes.

What happened to those 7.9
per cent party votes? They were
apportioned on a pro rata basis to
the successful parties.

This meant Labour scored an ex-
tra five seats from the party votes
cast for all the minor parties.

National scored an extra three
seats from those same party votes
cast.

People don’t seem to under-
stand that even in protest, party
voting for a minor party which
is clearly not going to win a seat
and get anyone into parliament,
just means giving your party vote
away.

Two hundred and twenty-five
thousand, one hundred and
eighty two people who, aware or
not, gave away their party vote.

Meeting the 5 per cent thresh-
old to be successful in an election
is not as easy to do as some seem
to think.

However, when an election is
looming, and the polls start run-
ning, the numbers are pretty clear.

No matter what media you in-
dulge in, there is usually no doubt
about where the vote is generally
heading. If, as in 2020, Heartland
NZ was polling around 1 per cent,
it’s a pretty sure bet they were un-
likely to be successful in the elec-
tion.

That being the case, it would be
an obvious giveaway party vote.

The great thing about democ-
racy is that people can vote how
they choose. We still have the
freedom to choose, though not
necessarily in all that we would
like. People can create political
groups, stand for elections and
lobby for worthy causes.

Egos run riot, and everyone
thinks they will win, as they throw
their hearts and souls into cam-
paigns up and down the country.
Promises run riot along with the
egos. But when the dust settles,
and people look at the final result,
will they be left asking the ques-
tion — did | give away my party
vote?

The really sad thing is, most peo-
ple had no idea what happened to
the 7.9 per cent of unsuccessful
party vote for 2020. They don’t
know they just gave another five
seats to Labour. Or another three
seats to National.

Googling Elections NZ or the
Electoral Commission doesn’t pro-
vide the clarity one would hope
for. Even the formula by which the
allocations are calculated is more
than most people could under-
stand.

We shouldn’t have to. But nor is
anything mentioned with the nec-
essary clarity that spells it out in
Jack-and-Jill language.

If this brief synopsis of the party
vote for minor parties provides
some clarity for people, then if
they do give away their party vote,
they can do it knowingly. And they
can be prepared for their party
vote to be re-allocated to some-

one else. Now that’s what | call a
giveaway vote.

- Sandra Goudie, retired Mayor,

retired Member of Parliament.

NO ‘GIVEAWAY VOTES’

At a general election, every vote
is counted and goes towards the
party you voted for. The official
results of the election stand as a
public record of how many votes
each party and candidate re-
ceived.

The official results also deter-
mine which parties will have seats
in Parliament. Parties win seats if
they receive 5 per cent or more of
the party vote or win an elector-
ate seat.

Once the official results are de-
clared, seats are allocated to the
parties that have made it into Par-
liament.

Only the parties that make it
into Parliament are included in
the calculation of how many seats
each party gets.

At the last election in 2020, 7.9
per cent of the party vote went to
12 parties that did not make it into
Parliament. Votes for these par-
ties were not reallocated or redis-
tributed to any other party.

They simply weren’t used in the
calculation of seats.

The votes for the parties that
met the MMP thresholds in 2020
— Labour, National, the Greens,
ACT and the Maori Party — were
included in the calculation. Their
share of seats reflects the percent-
age of the votes that went to par-
ties who made it into Parliament.

- Chief Electoral Officer Karl Le
Quesne, Electoral Commission

HEARTLAND RUGBY

A finely tuned Whanganui team was
too classy for Thames Valley and eas-
ily defeated the Swamp Foxes by 38
points to 3 in their semi-final for the
Meads Cup played at Whanganui last
Saturday.

The Butcher Boys put the blade to
the Foxes with an almost faultless dis-
play of controlled rugby directed by
their halfback Lindsay Horrocks.

In the first half, Thames Valley’s
defence was under constant pressure
and Whanganui were rewarded with
four tries, two conversions and a pen-
alty goal to lead 27-3 at the break.

Thames Valley’s only points came
from a penalty goal kicked by Hendrix
Beasley after four minutes.

The Swamp Foxes did lift their
game in the second half. Twice they
crossed Whanganui’s line but were
called back for infringements. In the
end they were unable to score any
tries while the Butcher Boys added
11 more points with a try, a dropped
goal and a penalty to make the final
score 38-3.

Since 2018, Thames Valley has
been one of the top four Heartland
teams, thereby qualifying for the
play-offs for the Meads Cup each
season. However, this was their least
impressive performance and one
would have expected a closer contest
against a team that they had defeat-
ed in the first round.

Full credit goes to Whanganui for
executing their winning game plan
so effectively and at least the Valley
boys did not let the score blow out in
the second half.

In his 50th match for Thames Val-
ley, Harry Lafituanai was well marked
and did not get an opportunity to
mark the occasion with a try.

Ngati Porou East Coast provided a
stern challenge against South Canter-

50 games for Valley, carries the ball

against East Coast. Photo: TVRFU
bury in the other semi-final.

With 13 minutes to go, the score
was 17 all before South Canterbury
ended up winning 34-17 and now
host Whanganui in the final.

The 2023 Season: Thames Val-
ley played nine games in 2023, win-
ning six and losing three. The team
scored 249 points with 258 regis-
tered against them. The six wins were
all closely contested with the biggest
margin being the 30-22 victory over
West Coast. Fletcher Morgan, who
was unavailable for Saturday’s match
as he had been chosen to participate
in an All Black Sevens’ Performance
Week, was the side’s top points scor-
er with 116 points and equal top try
scorer with Leroy Neels — six each.

The best win of the year would be
the 36-33 victory over Whanganui in
Round 1. Thirty-six players represent-
ed Thames Valley this year with 24
being debutantes. When considering
this large number of new players, the
winning of six games and making the
top four has probably made it a satis-
factory season for the Swamp Foxes.

However, one felt that the team
had the potential to do even better.

THE DENTURE CLINIC

BY

SUE MERRICK

for

e Full Dentures * Partial Dentures
* Re Lines * Repairs

e Mouth Guards * WINZ Quotes
e Insurance Claims

vgy %pf@z’ntment

focus on the

If school failed you remember...
Rivers never go in reverse so be
like a river,
forget your past

L

and

future.

Be positive - call us!

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

SCHOOL LEAVERS

PAEROA - Mondays
The Wellness Clinic
Martin Street

Mobile Service Available

(Home / Resthomes)

Ph: 0800 295 900

WAIHI - Tuesdays
The Waihi Family Doctor
41 Kenny Street

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

Valley Education

Jree courses e free transport

07 868 7892

Call or

textus 027 314 1577

WWW. .C0.Nz
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ENTERTAINMENT

A kinda magic on its way

fter dazzling audiences

throughout Australia,
Queen: It’s a Kinda Magic is
crossing the ditch for its na-
tionwide tour of New Zealand
until November 11 - and The
Profile has a double pass to
giveaway.

After  “roaring  success”
across the Tasman, Queen: It’s
a Kinda Magic is thrilled to be
bringing sparkling new cos-
tuming and some previously
unperformed Queen tracks to
the stage on this tour, allowing
die-hard fans to rock the night
away.

Relive all the favourite tracks
and hits from Queen whilst be-
ing treated to some of the rarer
tunes, reimagined with care,
and performed live on stage.

Classically-trained artist
Dominic Warren continues in
his role as the incomparable
Freddie Mercury, singing and
performing on both piano and
guitar live on stage which has
given him a deep appreciation
for Mercury’s impeccable tal-
ent.

“It’s one thing to create these
musical masterpieces, but a
whole other thing to then be
able to go and perform them
in the unique, spectacular way
that he did. He is a very hard
artist to replicate but it’s an
honour to try,” Warren said.

promises the full rock concert
experience, once again bring-
ing audio, lighting and effects
all specifically designed to be
bigger, better, and even louder
than last time.

Tickets are available for all
shows at queenitsakindamagic.
com.

Photo: SUPPLIED/HEATHER CARDLE

TICKET GIVEAWAY
The Profile has ONE double pass
to giveaway to the November 5
show at the Thames Civic Centre
thanks to Showtime. To enter,
email editor@valleyprofile - sub-
ject line ‘Queen’ - with your full
name and best contact details.
Entries close Friday, October 20.

Creative cast produces
‘plucky’ pantomime

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

plucky panto produced and
£ &performed by a young cast

is being put on this weekend in
Waihi.

Youth Theatreworks Waihi is
showing ‘The Quest’, a panto-
mime entirely devised, scripted,
and acted by a cast of seven-to-
18-year-olds.

Victoria Menary said, as a char-
itable trust, Youth Theatreworks
was “dedicated to providing per-
formance and theatre opportuni-
ties” for the district’s tamariki and
rangatahi “in a safe and inclusive
way’.

“This term we are producing a
pantomime which has been de-
vised entirely by our cast of 13
students. They each came up with
their own character and helped to
devise the story and script.,” she

told The Profile.

“We have been working on this
since early August, and the stu-
dents have been working hard re-
fining and rehearsing the show.”

Victoria described ‘The Quest’
as a family-friendly story about a
plucky orphan trying to find her
long lost parents.

It includes an old king, a cor-
rupt adviser, villains, time travel,
a dragon, an elf, a brave knight
and an unruly demon.

“Our talented young people
bring their characters to life on
stage,” she said.

DETAILS: The show will be per-
formed at 11am and 2pm at Boyd
Rd Theatre in Waihi on Saturday,
October 14. Tickets are S5 and are
available from Waihi Stationery.
i B HE PSR H
Journalism

prer
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Queen: It’s a Kinda Magic

‘The Quest’ has been entirely devised by a youth cast. Photo: SUPPLIED

@ Beryl Riley

for Coromandel

Labour will give cost of
living relief. Labour will
keep free prescriptions, free
buses for children, EV car
rebates, 20 hours free ECE
for 2 year olds, free dental
care for under 30 year
olds and won’t raise the
superannuation age. We will
build more public housing,
support lower power bills by
more grants for insulation
and solar panels, pay nurses
and teachers more, train
more GPs and continue to
bring down crime rates and
drive New Zealand forward
building a smart, clean,
green economy where every
Kiwi can get ahead.

Early voting has started.

Election Day 14th October

Please call me if you want transport
to a voting booth

Authorised by Bob Salmond, 187 Featherston Street, Wellington

§  /BerylRileyLabour

Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

"Busin ural Solutions
~~focused on profit and wealth development
Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090
Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

Paeroa Auto Electrical

* Auto Air Conditioning
e Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more

e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa
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SPORTS

ARTwakino .

««'7"‘""7" h

ART EXHIBITIUN

n September 21, Croquet NZ’s na-
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Affordable, original art for sale

Croquet Club to teach 24 players from
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Waihi, Morrinsville
and Thames two new things.

The first was a variation on the handi-
cap scoring system for golf croquet
which, in the 2024/25 season, will re-
place the old system.

Club president Sheryl McConnell
said the new system took away the “ex-
tra strokes or free turns” for players on
a high handicap when they opposed
stronger players, and replaced it with a
differing number of hoops needing to be
run depending on the player’s handicap.

For instance, in a standard first-to-
seven game, Sheryl said a strong player
with a handicap of three, playing against
a weaker player with a handicap of 10,
must run nine hoops to win, and the
weaker player would only need to run
five hoops to win the game.

“The most exciting thing we were in-
troduced to was a game called Rush. It
has taken elements of association cro-
quet, ricochet croquet and golf croquet
to produce a fast game on half-sized
courts.

“It is expected to be eagerly taken up
by secondary schools as it’s a shorter
game and several games can be played
in one school period,” Sheryl said.

“It’s anticipated that existing players
of these other disciplines will also love
it as it is more interactive, adds a twist
on what you normally do, and will force

8 GOLDEN ART”TRAIL
CINO H/

HOOI

~ ‘Rush’ croquet
introduced to club

Players at Thames Croquet Club were
introduced to a new variation of the sport

called ‘Rush’. Photo: SUPPLIED

players to upskill some shots such as ro-
queting.”

Club captain Jill Maw and fellow play-
ers agreed that it was “a fun game”, and
it would be good to keep some courts
marked out at half-size so they can give
this new game “a fair trial”.

“We had a beautiful day for our visi-
tors and club members to learn two var-
iations of the game of croquet.

“I came away tired and happy after
such a busy day with like-minded peo-
ple,” Sheryl said.

“My thoughts a day later were: ‘It’s
hard for old dogs to learn new tricks,
but not impossible’.”

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

AVAILABLE NOW

* One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
* One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

* Two Bedroom Villa, 121sqm,
1 bathroom, guest WC,
single garage

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the

ENQUIRE TODAY!

AV Richmond
N\ Villas

e

0800868 5484

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

82 Richmond St, Thames

Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

www.richmonduvillas.co.nz

PHONE US
to view
by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

Living the lifestyle, [oing the choice...

A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel




16 THE VALLEY PROFILE, October 11, 2023

a cut above

de~ TREE

SHAPES
Quatifed Adicsts

= Treework Large & Small

== Stump Grinding = Hedge Trimming

== Fruit Tree Pruning = Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

Boat needs a serious tidy up ?

Boat floors, transoms-re glassed
repaired and replaced
Damage repairs, internal layout changes
Gelcoaticut and polishing
Free quote
Contact Dan
Ph/text 027 493 9682
danw1955m@gmail.com
Covering Paeroa, Waihi, Waihi Beach, and

general Coromandel area

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal » Stump Grinding

Pruning * Clearing + Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACK N'SIDES m

CAR DETAILING

Car Detailing

@ Interior @:Headlight restoration
@& -Exterior @ :Specialty Services
Packages starting from $40
Promotions and giveaways

Beau Lally 02041914851
Beesautodetailingservices@gmail.com
(£

BUILDING

SERVICES

F'HEIFEEEIUHPLL
TF!'ADE EEEUIEEE

- Houne Renovatisne - Kibchamms

Corpoarais MalnSsnance

Frogrmammad Mainfena

EIHWF.'I

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing
o Weedeating
e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 o Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

e Caravan e-wofs
L+ © Home and Business
electrical inspections
¢ IQP emergency lighting
inspections

e Solar power inspections

Servicing Hauraki,
Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

.-_-. = | I_I‘.I . b

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

« Carpet - Vinyl
- Laminate - Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote

Phone : 021020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

] C% 20

MOBILE MECHANIC

+ Fmohile
mechanics

We come to you...
2 Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
% Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

3 Caran 1-I:||:ln .J-I!rcr.'-f Paaroa

~ DRriviNG COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses®
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

PEET . o

Tree Shapes -

Tree Shapes offers a grove
of arboriculture services
including chipping and prun-
ing trees and hedges.

The business has a long es-
tablished history within the
Thames and Hauraki areas,
having been operating for
more than 17 years.

Colin and Janella Munns
purchased Tree Shapes in
December, 2021, and now
run the business with three
staff and some ongoing sup-
port from previous owner
Matt Elliott when required.

“We have met a lot of neat
and interesting people in our
short time with Tree Shapes,
and hope to meet many
more whilst continuing to of-
fer arborist services that are
a cut above.”

Contact Tree Shapes for a
free quote: Ph 07 868 3985
or 027 472 6627.

Tree Shapes offers a range of
services, including pruning trees
and hedges. TOP LEFT: Overgrown
trees line a driveway.

BOTTOM LEFT: After a Tree
Shapes trim.

Photos: SUPPLIED

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

‘ui*
;h_;l'

ELECTRICIAN

@1

_INNIS ELECTRICAL
. 0275395572

\\ theinnis@xtra.co.nz
™

Domestlc
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections

% Electrical WOF’s

Registered
> Flectrician &
Electrical Ierector

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area_

Call the Gardener™

SO GAEDTR
Crarvdan Gare
Hadge & Bheub Trimsming
Saoftecapes & Genall hardoeape featizres

Call Paul (028) 4640 600

I A

-‘Loel Electric

= Heat Pumps 07 868 7151
Air Conditioning E:

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

= Electricians

= Security

Systems www.coolelectric.co.nz
THAMES
Perrin Newland

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames
\& Y/
HIRE CENTRE
HIRE CENTRE #20
Jellicoe Crescent, Thames
Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz
www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

PLASTERER

* Interior & Exterior « Residential & Light Commercial
* Fully Insured ¢ Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
+ All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

-
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

/ SERVICES

Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi $2850 GST incl

Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

Pre-Planning

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.

¢ Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty. -
¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

e Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ® Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

PLUMBER

PLUMBEBRM EK

CES

FLUREBING SERVI

CALL US MOW AT WE BLNE
0272084380 RN Rok E
SERVICE]
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RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

i TYRE snd BATTERT

b Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

LIQUI
SPEC

VEHICLE

/ACEENSIUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

PRECISION

WINDSCREENS /
We come 1o 4o
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Handyman Services

CALL THE EXPERTS SSIFIEDS - peadiine 12pm Monday

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Public Notices

ASTE

) THAMES HANDYMAN
=T

—. & BUILDING SERVICES
home maintenance &
general gardening services

®
Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

ISTS

Public Notice

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
Wwww.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

FIRE IO W
EMPLOYER
EReRRENCY VOLUNTEERS

THANK YOU TO EMPLOYERS OF
VOLUNTEERS

By supporting your employee’s decision to
volunteer, you're directly responsible for making
your community a safer place to live.

Azco Builders

Claymark

Department of Conservation
Fairview Motors

Fire and Emergency NZ

H.G. Leach & Co.

Hauraki District Council

MICO Plumbing

Mitre 10

Read Bros. Hardware

Ritchies Transport Holdings Ltd
SRE Electricians

TCA Fitness Club

Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki
Thames Coromandel District Council
Thames Farm & Industrial Supplies
Thames High School

Thames Valley Insurance

The Warehouse

Totalspan

Ventia

Watson Engineering

Through the invaluable support of employers,
Thames Volunteer Fire Brigade and other
Volunteer Fire Brigades throughout New Zealand
can continue to respond to emergencies in our
communities.

Proposed Temporary Road Closure

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974,
notice is hereby given that for the purpose of a
Motorsport Rally Tarmac Sprint event organised
by Thames Valley Car Club it is intended to close
the following road to ordinary vehicular traffic
for the period indicated hereunder. During the
proposed period of closure provision will be
made for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would
otherwise use the road, to use alternative routes.

Period of closure: Sunday 26 November 2023,
9.00am to 6.00pm.

Road to be closed: South Road, Mangatarata,
from Rapid 1.68 to end of road (1.6km gravel).

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular
traffic will be made with signs, cones and barriers
to redirect traffic on detour.

It will be an offence under the above regulations
for any person otherwise than under authority of
an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary
vehicular traffic during the proposed period of
closure.

Any objections should be directed to Transport
Manager on 07 862 8609 or info@hauraki-dc.
govt.nz by 25 October 2023.

L D Cavers

Chief Executive

Hauraki District Council

Church Notice | Gardening Public Notice |Trades & Services
WHAKARATONGA IWI .
STUMP GRINDING. AGM FIREANDEMERGENCY.NZ
»5«13089m2|y %f GOd All sizes, all areas. Friends of the Historic CHIMIEE!{EQN EEP
am sunhadays. Thames based. Ph 021 Kopu Bridge . .
Scout Ha"y 060 7659 Saturday 28th October 027 424 4217 Situation Vacant
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Invites you to our

Annual General Meeting

Everyone is warmly invited to our AGM being held
at 10.00am on Thursday 2nd November 2023.
The venue for the AGM is: Thames War Memorial
Civic Centre, (conference room)

200 Mary Street, Thames

Please join us to learn about what we do and how
well we have done it.

Please confirm attendance to the AGM by
emailing: info@achc.org.nz; Phone 07 868 9790;
or visit the Age Concern office at the Thames
Civic Centre, Mary Street Thames.
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. FEATURE WRITER

FIXED CONTRACT
(ONE YEAR)

The Valley Profile/Coromandel App is seeking a highly organised and self-motivated feature writer to join our
small but busy, award-winning newsroom full time on a one-year fixed-term contract starting November 15,

A qualification in journalism or equivalent and experience in a newsroom environment is preferred, but not

We are looking for a reliable, hard working creative writer who:
+ |s seriously organised - a planner and forward thinker
* Has superior time management - remains calm under deadline pressure
* |s an ideas person - creative and passionate about local community news
* Has a can-do attitude - happy to pitch in and get things done

* Has a keen eye for detail, with excellent spelling/grammar
* Has basic computer/web/social media skills
* |s a self-starter: Can take initiative and work without supervision

The successful applicant will be required to find and write features, advertorials, business profiles, cover
events/breaking news and take quality photographs/video for the Valley Profile and Coromandel App. Some
evening/weekend work may be required occasionally. Hybrid working environment. Clean driver licence

Please send applications, including a resume and samples of your writing and photographs, to editor@
valley profile.co.nz. Position description available upon request. Applications close October 20, 2023.
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When canine
parvovirus strikes

An 18 month old dog presented to our one of our clinics
with vomiting, diarrhoea and lethargy. After examining
the dog, the owner and vet discussed whether he could
have eaten anything unusual, the answer was no. The vet
looked at his vaccination history and saw he had been
vaccinated three times as a puppy for parvovirus and twice
for leptospirosis, but he had not had his annual booster.
Due to his young age, the history from his owner, and his
general appearance, we decided to test for parvovirus and
he tested positive.

The reason we give three vaccines as a puppy is because
the mother’s antibodies that are passed onto the puppy
through the milk, wane at different ages in each dog. The
three vaccines are to protect the puppy (as best we can!)
during this risky time, and, also so that we can give the
best chance for the vaccine to work.

We also recommend that you don’t walk in heavily dog
populated areas, or socialise with unvaccinated dogs,
until ten days after their third parvovirus vaccination
(the vaccine must be given time to work properly before
expecting good protection).

Most animals will respond well to the 12 or 16 week
vaccine, but in rare cases their maternal antibodies may
interfere with the vaccine, or their immune response isn’t
strong enough. The yearly booster is designed to catch
these dogs that are then susceptible and might otherwise
be unprotected.

Many dogs can’t fight Parvovirus very well, as their
immune system is so weak by the time they display clinical
signs, as well as them being severely dehydrated. Infected
dogs require hospitalisation on fluids, antibiotics to stave
off secondary infections and anti-nausea medication,
and many don’t make it, despite the intensive care and
supportive treatment.

Our current recommendation for parvovirus
vaccinations is; three vaccines as a puppy at eight, 12,
and 16 weeks of age, then a booster at 12 months of
age, followed by repeat boosters every three years.
Leptospirosis requires two vaccines four weeks apart at
any age over eight weeks, followed by annual boosters.

Parvo tends to strike in the summer months and we
have already had our first cases this season. Now is a great
time to check that your pet’s vaccinations are up to date,
give us a call or book now. This lucky dog made it, many
don’t. - Supplied by Anexa Vets

The columns for piers B and C are now visible at
the Taparahi construction site, as work continues to
bring SH25A back to a functional condition.

Photo: SUPPLIED/WAKA KOTAHI

SH25A update It S beginmng to look hke a brldge

rogress is continuing at the Taparahi

bridge site on State Highway 25A
between Kopa and Hikuai, and Waka
Kotahi NZ Transport Agency says the
forming of the piers and abutments is
beginning to showcase how the bridge
will look.

The completed bridge will have four
structural supports - two piers and two
abutments. The construction team com-
pleted the second pier, Pier C, at the end
of September and last week focused on
the completion of Pier B.

The next critical component is the de-
livery of the steel bridge beams. There
are 15 bridge beams, Waka Kotahi said,
which are being manufactured off site

in Napier. The bridge beams will be
installed on top of the piers and abut-
ments, forming the base of the bridge
deck.

“We hope to see the first set of bridge
beams lifted into place [this] week,
weather permitting,” the agency said in
a project update.

“The wind is a key factor in determin-
ing when we can complete this work.”

The team will also continue with in-
stalling soil nails, which will stabilise the
slope and fan drains.

Meanwhile, the Kirikiri Stream bridge
replacement has been postponed.

A recent tender process to replace the
bridge at Kirikiri Stream on State High-

way 26 in Kopu was unsuccessful due
to the discrepancy between the tenders’
asking prices and the available funding,
Waka Kotahi said in a statement on Oc-
tober 3.

“As a result of this, and a shift in fo-
cus to recovery and resilience due to this
year’s weather events, this project will be
rej(tiendered in 2024-2025,” the agency
said.

“In the meantime, we are seeking
feedback from the tenderers involved so
that we can try to be in a strong position
when we re-tender. This will allow us to
consider what level of redesign is neces-
sary or if it’s possible to reduce the cost
of this project.”

TAPU-COROGLEN ROAD CLOSED
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Jor you and youk

WITH AWARD WINNING
KARINA FROM KJPHOTOGRAPHY

Spend over $25 on your

Terms and conditions available in clinic.

Thames 623 Pollen St, 07 868 7005
Ngatea 49 Orchard Rd, 07 867 7256
Te Kauwhata 22 Main Rd, 07 826 3581

pet at Anexatobeinto win!

@kjphotography_nz

- anexa

veterinary services

Maramarua 515 Ferndale Rd, 09 232 5891
Paeroa 39 Belmont Rd, 07 862 8815
Te Aroha 60 Rewi St, 07 884 8014

www.anexa.co.nz/pets

TCDC contractors Kelsey Construction say
new road signs and site fences had been
moved by people trying to get through.
The Coromandel company started work
this week on three repair sites on the
road, which is expected to be closed
until December. “We know the road
has continued to be used since January,
but the road is now closed and will be
impassable due to large excavations,” the
company said. “We will be getting the road
open ASAP. Thank you for your support and
patience.”

HALLOWEEN ALTERNATIVE

Around 400 people are expected to attend
the annual Halloween Alternative event
at Paeroa War Memorial Hall on October
31, from 5pm. Organisers say the event

will have a carnival atmosphere with silly
games like Pick your nose and Smack the
Rat. There will be food and prizes, including
for best sports outfit. Entry: gold coin.

VISITOR SPENDING DOWN

Figures just released by Marketview on
visitor spending in Thames-Coromandel
District show total spending in March to
August, 2023, is down 12.5 per cent on
the same period last year, at $94 million.
Tairua was particularly badly affected with
spending down 30 percent. Whitianga’s
spend was down 20 percent and Colville-
Coromandel Town was down 13 percent.
Both the number of transactions plus
the average spend in each transaction is
down, with tourism, hospitality and the
retail trade particularly badly affected. The
only bright spots on the horizon are that
spending by international visitors rose
by 6.3 per cent and food and beverage
spending went up 1 per cent.

Scott

Simpson

For Coromand
GET COROMANDEL
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BACK ON TRACK
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Authorised by Scott Simpson M

614 Pollen St, Thames.



www.valleyprofile.co.nz

October 11, 2023, THE VALLEY PROFILE 19

Five generations, one store

READ ({}) BROS.
([

Hardware

o Fastenings and Extrusions
 Key cutting and Locksmithing
e Interior and Exterior Paint

+ Marine Supplies

o PPE and Footwear

o Tools

o Hose and Rubber
e Engineering and Welding Products

308 Pollen Street, Thames
Telephone 07 868 6608

www.readbros.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST

The People’s Wellbeing Trust
Total Mobility Scheme assessors

Vill
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$25 per pack New scooters
we get $5 from each sale  from $4,250

email or phone to order + much more
by 1 Dec

Great Christmas gifts

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) « Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 * E: Centre.Manager@tangataora.org.nz

Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 3pm, Friday 10am - 1pm - After hours by arrangement
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Adrinking toast
(5,3,2,4,3)

10 Bitterness (8)
15 Bread factory (6)
16 Disappointing
ending (10)

17 Large snake (8)
19 Fabric (7)

21 Hobbles (5)

22 Building plan (9)

25 Undercover work (9)

27 Decorate or
embellish (7)

29 Verified (6)

33 Soldier’s decoration
(5)

34 Avid reader (8)

36 Loan security (10)
39 Rascal (3)

41 Coal holder (7)

42 Eastern market (6)
43 Vigour (6)

44 Placid (4)

45 Progress (7)

48 Orbiting
communication devices
(10)

53 Cutinto three (7)
57 Castle ditch (4)

58 Large hollow (6)

59 Drink of the gods (6)

60 Zealot (7)

62 Unhappy (3)

64 Place to sign (6,4)
65 Fearless and
adventurous (8)

66 Narrow band (5)
69 Clothes maker (6)
70 Make known (7)

71 More potty (anag)(9)
76 Faulty (9)

77 Majestic (5)

78 Thrive (7)

83 Novel (8)

84 Turned to steam
(10)

85 Writhe (6)

86 Assiduous (8)
87 Earn aliving,
especially for one’s
family (5,4,3,5)

DOWN

2 Rubbed out (6)

3 Build (5)

4 A month (3)

5 Expensive (4)

6 Mesh (7)

7 Reside in (6)

8 Surprise attack (4)
9 Young racehorse (8)
11 Middle (6)

12 Reduce to ashes
(10)

13 Has (4)

14 Longed for (7)

18 In response (anag)
(10)

20 Den (4)

23 Cast metal bar (5)
24 Pass (8)

26 Began (7)

28 Naval commander
@)

30 Save from danger
(6)

31 Long journey (6)
32 Insult (6)

35 Australian “bear” (5)

37 Restrict (5) ;
38 Jumping insect (4)
40 Nuisance (4)

45 Muggy (5)

46 Slaughterhouse (8)
47 Every twelve
months (6) i
48 Laboratory workers ¢
(10)

49 Playthings (4)

50 Touchdown (7)

51 Provoke to action (6)

52 Dodge (5)

54 Tangible (4) i
55 Strew (7)

56 Reviewer (6)

61 Getting better (10) Al
63 Fulcrum (5)

67 One who outlives
another (8)

68 Equipment (4)
69 Double (7)

72 Spectre (7)

73 Get back (6)

74 Quest (6)

75 Oddball (6)

79 Steam bath (5) '
80 Invoice (4)

81 Twirl (4)

82 Check and correct [

85 Take to court (3)

2

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Catch, 4 Jumbo jet, 9 Entire, 14 Leave, 15 Champing at the bit, 17 Chafe, 18 Lei, 19 Boycott,
20 Slandered, 21 Meagre, 24 Cartridge, 25 Drench, 26 Chorus, 29 Beaujolais, 31 Bat, 32 Screen, 33 Cuts,
35 Elk, 37 Last, 39 Apertures, 40 Eliminate, 41 Taint, 42 Reprieve, 47 Remember, 51 Agape, 55 Buttercup,
56 Releasing, 58 Rife, 59 Tar, 60 Tale, 61 Mirage, 62 Ado, 63 Proclaimed, 66 Beacon, 67 Reject, 69
Acclaimed, 72 Census, 73 Thesaurus, 75 Onerous, 77 Bar, 80 Rodeo, 81 Breed like rabbits, 82 Runny, 83
Repeat, 84 Financed, 85 Alien.

DOWN: 2 Aphrodite, 3 Comic, 5 Urge, 6 Bottled, 7 Johannesburg, 8 Table, 9 Extreme, 10 Tick, 11 Roamed,
12 Ladle, 13 Devious, 14 Lengthy, 16 Interrogate, 22 Crease, 23 Scarlet, 24 Cluster, 25 Detest, 27
Rhubarb, 28 Recite, 30 Site, 32 Skein, 34 Sneer, 36 Fife, 38 Awe, 42 Robot, 43 Patella, 44 Idea, 45 Victim,
46 Sauté, 48 Megalomania, 49 Married, 50 EIf, 51 Apparel, 52 Errant, 53 All of a sudden, 54 Warp, 57
Isobar, 64 Etiquette, 65 Country, 66 Bombers, 68 Exhibit, 70 Caution, 71 Subdue, 72 Crane, 74 Shelf, 76
Rebel, 78 Pose, 79 Here.
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SPORTS

Capacity crowd for Coromandel fight night

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he biggest knock-out for

the team behind Thames’
inaugural Chaos on the Coro-
mandel boxing event was wit-
nessing the locals who stepped
in the ring for the very first
time.

Held on September 23 and
organised by Never Surren-
der Boxing Club, Chaos on the
Coromandel was a one-night
fight-fest in which amateur
and professional boxers put on
a show for a capacity crowd.

Spokesperson Andrew Con-
naughton said the highlight for
him was watching locals such
as Cody McGregor, Tim Ber-
ensend, Codi Priest, and Rich-
ard Tuailli - who all “set them-
selves such a bold challenge”.

“To watch people such as
Tim Berensend, who set him-
self a goal to lose 40kg and
box; to watch Codi Priest deal
with that demon in his head
and prove to himself that he
has the ‘kahunas’... people like
Richard Tuailli who has used
boxing to completely trans-
form his wife’s, his family’s and
his life is truly inspirational.

“It was very fulfilling and an
honour to be there and watch
that human emotion, to see a
dream realised, and to be able

Cody McGregor in the blue gloves won this bout against opponent Kowhai Roxburgh. Photo: RICHARD HORNELL

Feedback about the night had
been “extremely positive”, he
said. “People have commented
on how professional the event

to share that moment with our
fellow man,” he said.

With 190 people dining on
the corporate tables, another

170 in general admission, plus
the competitors and coaches,
Andrew reckoned around 450
people were in attendance.

was - superb food, great staff,
great entertainment. Lots of:
just what Thames needs’,
‘good to have a great night out
in Thames’, ‘please do more
events’ comments,” he said.

“We would actually like to do
more, and involve more people
from our region.

“We are currently working
on some new concepts that we
hope to bring to the whole of
the Coromandel-Hauraki re-
gions. But 100 per cent guar-
anteed... Chaos On The Coro-
mandel will be back.”

Andrew said the biggest
challenges were all within his
own mind, but the support of
the Thames Valley commu-
nity quickly quashed his initial
fears.

“Will people come? Will we
put on an event and nobody’s
there? Do people from the
area want to come to a boxing
event? The usual mind games,”
he said. “[But] it was a great
evening. We are extremely
grateful to all those in the com-
munity that bought a corporate
table or ticket and supported
our event. It was just nice to
see people having a great time.
As an event organiser, I don’t
think we could ask for more.”
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WHYTELINE

2022 Suzuki Ignis
Ltd

AuToOMATIC

2017 Nissan
Qashqai TI

AUTOMATIC

FINANCE ME

$23,990

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

OUR PRE-OWNED PICKS
2010 Holden Colorado 2023 Vitara JLX 2023 Suzuki Swift

LT 2WD Hybrid 2WD Hybrid RS
AUTOMATIC AUTOMATIC AUTOMATIC
- /- N O

B g i g o),

2022 Suzuki Vitara
Turbo AWD

AUTOMATIC

2023 Suzuki Ignis Ltd 2017 Nissan
AUTOMATIC QaShqai TI

AUTOMATIC

DEMO SPECIAL!

$24,490

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

HAURAKI'S HOME OF § SUZUKI

FINANCE ME

$28,990

FINANCE ME

$25,990

IS YOUR

07 862 8783



